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      Questions Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive, answered orally.

10/04/2019WRA00500National Monuments

10/04/2019WRA006006. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
the National Monuments Acts will be amended to ensure that members of the public that find 
archaeological objects and consign them to the National Museum of Ireland after the use of a 
metal detector with no intention of searching for archaeological objects would not be liable to 
prosecution; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16557/19]

10/04/2019WRA00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
statutory provisions relating to the use or possession of detection devices for archaeological 
purposes, and in relation to discoveries of archaeological objects generally, are set out in the 
National Monuments Acts.  

While it is unlawful to be in possession of, or to use, a detection device on any monument 
site protected under those Acts without Ministerial consent under section 2 of the 1987 National 
Monuments (Amendment) Act, such consent is only otherwise needed where the device is be-
ing used for the express purpose of searching for archaeological objects.  Therefore, where 
a person using a detection device other than to search for archaeological objects finds such 
an object and complies with the legal requirement to report it to the National Museum, they 
would not have committed an offence under the National Monuments Acts. In summary, if an 
archaeological object is discovered by chance, provided the find is reported as required, no of-
fence would be committed.   

I do want to emphasise, however, that unregulated and inappropriate use of metal detectors 
does cause serious and irreparable damage to Ireland’s archaeological heritage.  Unsupervised 
recovery of archaeological objects can greatly diminish, and could entirely eliminate, any re-
search value that might be gained from a particular discovery.  Archaeological objects must 
be excavated in a structured scientific manner, with careful recording of their association with 
other objects, structures, features and soil layers.

I believe that the Deputy would support me in wanting to retain a system where important 
cultural heritage material found in the State belongs to the people and is not liable to fall into 
private ownership and that he would back the existing legislative framework rather than seeking 
to introduce changes that would be inappropriate to the circumstances as they exist in Ireland. 

I consider the present legislative framework, and the manner in which it is implemented, 
to be reasonable, proportionate and essential to preventing irreparable loss and damage to our 
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national heritage. Therefore, I have no proposals to make any changes to the law as it applies to 
the use of metal detecting devices.

  Questions Nos. 7 to 11, inclusive, answered orally.

10/04/2019WRA00900City of Culture Initiative

10/04/2019WRA0100012. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on whether the funding proposed for European City of Culture programme Galway 
2020 will be adequate and ambitious enough to deliver a first class programme. [16486/19]

10/04/2019WRA0110023. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 62 of 16 January 2019, the breakdown of sponsorship 
raised by Galway 2020 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16598/19]

10/04/2019WRA01200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 12 and 23 together.

In December 2014, the Government decided that Ireland should exercise its right to nomi-
nate a European Capital of Culture for 2020 and committed in principle at that time to provide 
€15m to the selected project. Galway’s designation as European Capital of Culture 2020, is a 
great honour for Ireland and a wonderful opportunity to strengthen and promote our culture 
nationally and internationally. It is particularly important in ever changing circumstances that 
Ireland uses this opportunity well to celebrate the creativity of Galway, on the periphery of Eu-
rope and mark Ireland’s place in this important EU led celebrations of culture.

The Government’s support of €15m represents the largest single contribution to the overall 
cost of Galway 2020 as the European Capital of Culture.  The Government’s contribution is 
provided under the terms of a Performance Delivery Agreement setting out the respective roles 
and responsibilities of the Department and Galway 2020 in the provision and expenditure of the 
grant, the key deliverables and performance indicators attached to the drawdown of the grant. 

In addition to the funding being granted by my Department the other key partners are Gal-
way City Council and Galway County Council who have guaranteed a minimum of €6m and 
€2m respectively. 

A full breakdown of Galway 2020’s income and expenditure is publicly available on the 
website and reported to my Department on a quarterly basis as part of our performance delivery 
agreement.

A large scale fundraising drive is underway.  Galway 2020’s fundraising team is engaging 
with local, national and international businesses very positively and effectively.  It is under-
stood that the process to negotiate and agree packages with fundraising partners takes time to 
finalise for each individual business and Galway 2020 are of course anxious to ensure that both 
sides get the same level of satisfaction from the partnership.

As is normal for projects of this scale, it is envisaged that the fundraising drive will continue 
throughout 2019, into and during 2020, with funding realised throughout the entire duration of 
the project.

In line with the terms of the Performance Delivery Agreement, regular monitoring meetings 
are held between my Department, Galway 2020 and Galway City Council and Galway County 
Council, as the other main stakeholders,
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Galway 2020’s ambition is to deliver an artistic and cultural programme that will exceed 
expectations and leave a lasting legacy for Galway city and county.  In January 2019, Artichoke, 
under the leadership of Helen Marriage was appointed to deliver the Creative Leadership role 
for the project.  Having masterminded many large and unique cultural events, spectacles and 
arts performances, this expertise and creativity will be brought to bear in an imaginative pro-
gramme for Galway 2020.

As Galway 2020 is moving into the delivery phase of the Capital of Culture, it is signing 
contracts with organisations, artists and performers for the performances and events that they 
will hold under the overall delivery programme.  The programme continues to evolve as Gal-
way 2020 has this week announced an exciting open call for communities to develop projects 
for inclusion in

the cultural programme for Galway 2020, European Capital of Culture. 

Funding of €200,000 will be awarded by Galway 2020 across the successful

community groups to create and deliver thrilling projects that could transform

their communities.  These projects will form will form an integral part of

the cultural programme for 2020

At an organisational level, a number of changes have taken place over the past year. The 
company is now led by Patricia Philbin, formerly of Galway City Council, who had a direct 
role in the bid book phase and recent appointments to the Board include Arthur Lappin as Chair. 
In addition, the securing of the cultural production company Artichoke. Artichoke who has a 
proven track record in programming, funding and audience development, has given the project 
important cultural leadership.  

While aspects of these changes gave rise to some local concerns during the initial bedding 
down stage, I believe that it is now timely for all to work within the timeframe to assist in deliv-
ering what is being designed an exciting and innovative programme for 2020 in Galway.

The first of the monitoring meetings was held with the company in February when offi-
cials from my Department met with the Chief Executives of Galway City Council and Galway 
County Council, and separately with the senior management team in Galway 2020 to discuss 
progress on all key aspects of the project. All parties are working together to achieve the best 
possible programme in 2020.

To date funding has been paid to Galway 2020 toward certified expenditure incurred on the 
research and development phase for 27 projects that will comprise the key deliverables under 
the culture programme for Galway 2020. This expenditure is in line with the terms of the per-
formance delivery agreement, which aligns Department funding to the successful delivery of 
the cultural projects concerned.

It is proposed that the Government funding will be rolled out on the basis of €6 million in 
2019   and the remainder of the Government committed funding will flow over 2020 and 2021. 
I believe this level of support with additional funding by other public and private partners will 
deliver an ambitious and exciting first-class programme for Galway 2020 as European Capital 
of Culture.

Preparations for Galway as European Capital of Culture 2020 are progressing apace. I un-
derstand that the Galway 2020 team is working hard to deliver an artistic and cultural pro-
gramme that will exceed expectations and leave a lasting legacy for the city and county of 
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Galway and Ireland.

Ireland is not unique in having personnel changes during the planning and delivery phase 
of a European Capital of Culture. What is important now that structures and personnel are in 
place, is that the public funding commitment to Galway 2020 is used to maximum impact to 
show globally that Galway and Ireland are a place of creativity, innovation and an exciting pro-
gramme is on offer for all to experience.

10/04/2019WRA01300Wildlife Control

10/04/2019WRA0140013. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if li-
cences have been granted for the capture of hares on lands owned by Coillte. [16710/19]

10/04/2019WRA01500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment issued one permit in 2012 under the Wildlife Acts to Coillte to remove a maximum 
of tens hares from their lands in Co Carlow as they were causing damage to red oak trees. The 
hares were captured by means of nets and released back into the wild onto lands in agreement 
with officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department.   

 This permit was granted under section 42 of the Wildlife Acts which offers a facility where-
by a person can obtain a permit, on a case by case basis, to prevent serious damage caused by 
individual species on specific lands. Permissions are only issued where there is evidence of 
such damage.  Such applications are considered very carefully, are evidence based, and involve 
scientific input, as appropriate  The vast majority of these permits are issued for deer species. 

I have no evidence to suggest that hares have been captured on Coillte lands for hare cours-
ing meetings.  The licence that my Department issues to the Irish Coursing Club to capture 
hares specifies that landowner permission is required of the owner or occupier of the land in 
question.  I am not aware if Coillte, or any other State body for that matter, would have given 
permission to coursing clubs to capture hares on their lands for use at coursing meetings.

I would add that in 2014 members of a coursing club were found by officials of the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service of my Departmental capturing hares on Departmental lands 
in Boora, Co. Offaly without the Department’s permission.  My Department took prosecutions 
against a number of club individuals and a number of them were subsequently fined in court.     

I am aware that the Deputy has raised the issue of the monitoring of coursing meetings on a 
number of occasions.  Officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Services of my Department 
have monitored some thirty five coursing events during the 2018/19 season which ended at 
the end of February.  During the previous 2017/18 season, 35 coursing events were monitored 
while during the 2016/17 season a total of 17 coursing events were monitored by my Depart-
ment.  Veterinary surgeons of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food also monitor 
meetings.

10/04/2019WRA01600Built Heritage Investment Scheme

10/04/2019WRA0170014. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will provide a summary of the level of interest in the built heritage investment scheme 
and historic structures fund in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16673/19]

10/04/2019WRA01800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
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partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures Fund 
(HSF), formerly the Structures at Risk Fund (SRF), which are administered by local authorities. 

On 28 March I announced funding of €4.3m for 478 projects under these schemes. Details 
of these projects are available on my Department’s website and on local authority websites.  

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is designed to leverage private capital for invest-
ment in a significant number of labour-intensive, small scale conservation projects across the 
country and to support the employment of skilled and experienced conservation professionals, 
craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic built environment. The scheme helps 
with the repair and conservation of structures that are protected under the Planning and Devel-
opment Acts or within Architectural Conservation Areas. It is administered by local authorities. 

Under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme, local authorities assess the applications be-
fore sending them to my Department for approval. My Department does not request the to-
tal number of applications received by the local authority. In 2019, 13 projects proposed by 
Kildare County Council were approved under Built Heritage Investment Scheme to the value 
of €79,000, an increase of 58% over 2018.  

Built Heritage Investment Scheme – Kildare 2019  

Name and Address of Structure       Grant  
Church of Ireland Kilberry €7,000
St. Michaels Church, Athy €7,000
Johnstown Graveyard & Church, Johnstown €5,000
Sean Chill, Donaghcumper, Celbridge €3,000
Church of the Holy Saviour Narraghmore €5,000
Ard Na Greine, Canal View, Sallins €7,000
7 Canning Place, Newbridge €8,000
Leixlip Boathouse, Leixlip €8,000
Pebble Hill House, Maynooth €7,000
Riverstown House, Kildangan €10,000
Grattan Vault, Tea Lane Graveyard, Celbridge €3,000
Mill Cottage, Millicent Sth, Sallins €4,000
Thatch cottage Tomastown €5,000
Total €79,000

The Historic Structures Fund is for conservation works to heritage structures, in both private 
and public ownership. The primary focus of the Historic Structures Fund is on conservation and 
enhancement of historic structures and buildings for the benefit of communities and the public. 
The fund is generally administered through the local authorities who prepare a shortlist of ap-
plications and each one can send a maximum of three private and one public project forward for 
assessment by my Department. 

Grants under Stream One of the Historic Structures Fund are for amounts of between 
€15,000 and €50,000. Under Stream Two a small number of larger grants, up to €200,000, was 
also available for historic structures in private and public ownership. 

Kildare County Council indicated they had received 9 applications under the Historic Struc-
tures Fund in 2019, of which 3 were put forward to the Department for consideration. Follow-
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ing assessment, one project, Newbridge College Clock Town (Junior House) was approved in 
County Kildare to the value of €25,000.

10/04/2019WRA01900Arts Council

10/04/2019WRA0200015. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when 
the arrangements for appointing a new chair of the Arts Council of Ireland will be completed; 
the number of other vacancies on the council; and when she plans to fill same. [16717/19]

10/04/2019WRA02100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Pub-
lic Appointments Service operates a dedicated website, www.stateboards.ie, through which it 
advertises vacancies on State Boards.  Since this website was set up in 2014, with the exception 
of certain statutorily defined appointments, it has consistently been used by my Department to 
identify suitably qualified members of the public who are interested in serving on boards under 
my remit. The overall process is coordinated between the Public Appointments Service and the 
State Board Liaison Officer for my Department

All appointments to Boards under the remit of my Department including the Arts Council 
are managed through the Public Appointments Service process.   At present there is a total of 
four vacancies on the Arts Council which includes the Chair. 

The position of Chair of the Arts Council was advertised on the stateboards website seek-
ing expressions of interest for the Chair of the Arts Council with a closing date of 14 March.  
Following advice from the Public Appointments Service, the closing date was extended to 29 
March.   In accordance with the State Boards Appointment Process, the Public Appointments 
Service will convene an assessment panel to consider and assess the expressions of interest 
received. The role of the assessment panel is to prepare a list of suitable candidates for the ap-
pointing Minister.  

When I receive the panel’s report of its deliberations from the Public Appointments Service, 
I will select for appointment, the candidate I deem to be the most suitable.  Once I appoint a 
candidate and make the appointment, the Public Appointments Service is notified of the deci-
sion and all applicants are notified of the outcome.   I expect that the process will be concluded 
shortly.

Following the appointment of the Chair, my Department will prepare an information book-
let for the filling of the remaining three vacancies on the Arts Council. 

10/04/2019WRA02200Film Industry

10/04/2019WRA0230016. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if her attention has been drawn to a protest (details supplied) and proposals for further esca-
lated actions by film industry workers; and the action she will take to ensure industrial peace. 
[16483/19]

10/04/2019WRA02400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
aware of reports of the protest to which the Deputy refers.  

It is important to note that employees in every industry and sector are entitled to all exist-
ing legal protections of employment law and the film industry is not exempt. The Employment 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2018, which was signed into law by the President in December, 
should improve the situation of insecurity and unpredictability of working hours for employees 
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on insecure contracts and those working variable hours. 

It provides for a requirement that employers provide employees with certain terms of em-
ployment within a certain period after commencing employment; to impose sanctions for cer-
tain offences; to further provide for a minimum payment due to employees in certain circum-
stances; to prohibit contracts specifying zero as the contract hours in certain circumstances and 
to provide for the introduction of banded contract hours; to further provide for prohibition of 
penalisation and for those purposes to amend the Terms of Employment (Information) Act 1994 
and the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997; to amend the Workplace Relations Act 2015; 
and to provide for related matters.  

The Finance Act 2018 made changes to Section 481 the film tax relief and the Revenue 
Commissioners made the Film Regulations 2019 to give effect to these changes on 27 March 
2019.  The new Regulations include a signed undertaking in respect of quality employment 
which requires both the producer company and the qualifying company to comply with all 
obligations in the field of environmental, social and employment law.  The producer company 
and the qualifying company must be responsible for compliance with all statutory requirements 
of an employer, have in place written policies and procedures in on Grievances, Discipline and 
Dignity at work (including harassment, bullying and equal opportunity).  The companies are 
also required to provide details of any Work Place Relations Commission decisions aligned 
with confirmation that any findings against the companies have been followed or an explanation 
where the finding has not been followed.

My Department will continue to work through the Audiovisual High Level Steering Group 
to address issues raised in the audiovisual industry, and to support the industry and the people 
who work in it.

10/04/2019WRA02500Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla

10/04/2019WRA0260017. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cad é stádas Bhille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú); cén dáta a fhoilseofar an Bille; agus 
an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [16595/19]

10/04/2019WRA02700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Mar chúlra, is iarracht í an Bhille seo, trí na ceannteideil éagsúla, an timpeallacht 
a chruthú ina mbeidh ról níos lárnaí ag an teanga in obair an Stáit, go mbeidh an teanga níos 
feiceálaí agus go mbeidh fáil níos leithne ar sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge. 

Agus an Bille á thabhairt chun cinn, cuireadh tréimhse comhairliúcháin ar bun leis na 
bpáirtithe leasmhara. Leagadh na Ceannteidil faoi bhráid Chomhchoiste na Gaeilge, na Gael-
tachta agus na hOileáin agus foilsíodh tuarascáil ag eascairt as an bpróiseas seo roimh samhraidh 
2018.  Tá an tuarascáil sin scrúdaithe anois ag mo Roinn i gcomhthéacs dréachtú an Bhille. 

Beidh sé mar ollchuspóir sa Bhille go mbeidh 20% de na daoine nua a earcaítear don tseirb-
hís phoiblí inniúil sa Ghaeilge, go mbeidh gach oifig phoiblí atá lonnaithe sa Ghaeltacht ag 
feidhmiú trí Ghaeilge agus go mbeidh comhlachtaí poiblí in ann freastal ar an éileamh ón bpo-
bal ar sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge.  Is í an earcaíocht croí-lár na ceiste agus táim dóchasach gur féidir 
tógáil, ar bhonn chéimiúil, ar líon na bhfostaithe le Gaeilge sa statchóras agus, ag eascairt as sin, 
go mbeifear in ann feabhas a chur ar sholáthar seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge, mar is cóir.

Tá oifigigh mo Roinne ag obair faoi láthair i gcomhar le hOifig an Ard-Aighne chun Bille 
na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú) a dhréachtú.  Tá an Bille san áireamh i gClár Reachtaíochta an 
Rialtais le foilsiú roimh an samhradh agus tá mé tiomanta chun é sin a dhéanamh.
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10/04/2019WRA02800Film Industry

10/04/2019WRA0290018. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht further to Parliamentary Question No. 19 of 21 February 2019, if she will report on the 
membership and work programme of the Audiovisual High Level Steering Group; her views on 
the way in which the group will help to resolve the ongoing disputes and issues across the film 
industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16761/19]

10/04/2019WRA03000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government established an Audiovisual High Level Steering Group to implement the Audiovi-
sual Action Plan which was published in June 2018.  The Group has met five times to date and 
provides for a whole-of-Government approach to the audiovisual industry with representatives 
from all Government Departments and State Agencies that have an involvement with the au-
diovisual industry as follows:

- Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht;

- Department of Finance 

- Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment, 

- Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, 

- Department of Education and Skills

- Revenue Commissioners

-Screen Ireland

- Broadcasting Authority of Ireland

- IDA

- Enterprise Ireland 

- The Steering Group is working to implement the actions which are detailed in the Audio-
visual Action Plan.  An annual progress report will be prepared over the coming months. 

- The Audiovisual Group does not have a role in the resolution of disputes.  The State has 
formal institutional arrangements for the resolution of disputes in all industries and the audio-
visual industry is also subject to these arrangements which consist of the Workplace Relations 
Commission and the Labour Court.  

- The Finance Act 2018 made changes to Section 481 the film tax relief and the Revenue 
Commissioners made the Film Regulations 2019 to give effect to these changes on 27 March 
2019.  The new Regulations include a signed undertaking in respect of quality employment 
which requires both the producer company and the qualifying company to comply with all 
obligations in the field of environmental, social and employment law.  The producer company 
and the qualifying company must be responsible for compliance with all statutory requirements 
of an employer, have in place written policies and procedures in on Grievances, Discipline and 
Dignity at work (including harassment, bullying and equal opportunity).  The companies are 
also required to provide details of any Work Place Relations Commission decisions aligned 
with confirmation that any findings against the companies have been followed or an explanation 
where the finding has not been followed.

- My Department will continue to work through the Audiovisual High Level Steering 
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Group to address issues raised in the audiovisual industry, and to support the industry and the 
people who work in it.

 10/04/2019WRA03100Abbey Theatre

10/04/2019WRA0320019. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
has engaged with representatives of a theatre (details supplied) with regard to reports of three 
complaints made by staff; if she is satisfied that these matters are being addressed; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16753/19]

10/04/2019WRA03300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Any 
complaints which could be presumed to be those referred to by the Deputy relating to the or-
ganisation to which she refers, are a matter for that organisation in the first instance and it would 
be inappropriate for me to to comment in any way on individual cases that may exist. 

In the first instance I would like to point out that Boards of organisations have a duty to 
ensure that their bodies comply with statutory requirements and to ensure that their staff can 
work in a safe, dignified and respectful environment free from bullying and harassment. The 
governance of publicly funded theatres, as with all bodies, is a matter for the Board of the the-
atres themselves.  

I have worked together with officials in my Department, the Arts Council and leading mem-
bers of theatre organisations since my appointment as Minister to encourage a safe and respect-
ful environment in all cultural organisations.  My Department also liaises with the Arts Council 
in relation to the provision of training to cultural organisations and arts centres around the 
country through a series of regional information days.

I have repeatedly stated that everyone, regardless of their job, is entitled to work in an at-
mosphere in which respect, dignity, fairness and equality are very much the norm. I have also 
reaffirmed my continued commitment to measures aimed at eliminating workplace harassment 
in the arts and culture sector

My Department has also provided boards under the aegis of my Department with corporate 
governance training to fulfil their functions more effectively, and to support them in ensuring 
that policies in relation to equality and respect in the workforce operate effectively in line with 
best practice. Some of these actions include:

- Arranging separate dedicated Governance workshops for board members and senior staff 
with a particular emphasis on issues relating to bullying, abuse of power and sexual harassment 
in the workplace;

- Working on a collaborative basis with the Arts Council to make similar training available 
to other cultural organisations and arts centres around the country at a series of regional infor-
mation days; and

- Highlighting to bodies reporting to the Department the nature of their legal obligations,  by 
seeking  assurances of their  compliance with obligations under employment legislation. 

10/04/2019WRA03400Arts Council Funding

10/04/2019WRA0350020. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
position with regard to the funding of a festival (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16755/19]
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10/04/2019WRA03600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment has not been formally approached by the Lughnasa FrielFest in the context of the pro-
vision of funding.  However, my Department operates a Small Festivals and Summer Schools 
Scheme which is currently open for applications at https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/culture/grants-
and-funding/small-scale-local-festivals-summer-schools/.  The maximum funding available 
under the Scheme is €5,000 and the closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 19th April.

The Scheme is designed to support local cultural festivals and summer schools which are 
not in receipt of other central Government monies and which may not be eligible under funding 
criteria for larger scale events supported by Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council and similar bodies. 

The Festivals Investment Scheme operated by the Arts Council is also currently open for 
applications for events that will take place between January and June 2020.  These applica-
tions close on Thursday 9th May and details may be found at http://www.artscouncil.ie/Funds/
Festivals-Investment-Scheme/.

10/04/2019WRA03700Arts Funding

10/04/2019WRA0380021. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to fund arts projects in County Wexford; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16490/19]

10/04/2019WRA03900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In the 
context of funding for arts projects in County, Wexford County Council are being allocated 
€96,750 under the Creative Ireland Programme in 2019 to support a series of initiatives over the 
course of 2019 that reflect the strategic priorities outlined in their own Cultural and Creativity 
Strategy (available online). However they retain full discretion in relation to what projects to 
fund. In addition, €15,000 is being allocated to Wexford County Council to support the delivery 
of a specific programme of events for Cruinniú na nÓg 2019 will take place on 15 June 2019. 

I have also approved a funding allocation of €10,000 for Wexford County Council in 2019 
under the Decade of Centenaries programme.  This funding is provided to support local authori-
ties in 1) responding to the themes of the State commemorative programme for 2019; and 2) 
in developing inclusive, appropriate and citizen-focused initiatives, to encourage people of all 
ages to explore the diverse aspects of the political, historical, social and cultural context of that 
period.  

Wexford County Council are also eligible for funding for Culture Night. Applications are 
currently open and the Department is in ongoing communication with the Council in this regard 
(the Council received €6,250 in 2018 for Culture Night activities).

My Department also operates a number of funding schemes for arts projects, including 
the Small Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme and the Cooperation with Northern Ireland 
Scheme which are currently open for applications - details of the Schemes may be found at 
https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/culture/grants-and-funding/. 

Finally, my Department has allocated capital funding of €1m to the National Opera House in 
Wexford and €1m allocated to the Wexford Art Centre.

10/04/2019WRA04000Film Industry Tax Reliefs

10/04/2019WRA0410022. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
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she will report on preparations within her Department to implement new regulations for sec-
tion 481 tax relief; if officials within her Department are conducting talks with officials in the 
Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners; the timeline for the introduction of 
new regulations; the preparedness within her Department to receive applications; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16752/19]

10/04/2019WRA04200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Fi-
nance Act 2018 introduced a number of changes to the film tax relief which included changes to 
the administration of the scheme designed to speed-up the time required to decide on applica-
tions for the relief.  The Film Regulations 2019 were made by the Revenue Commissioners on 
27 March 2019 and provide for the implementation of this change.  

Section 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, as amended by the Finance Act 2018, 
provides for the making of an application by a producer company directly to the Minister for 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht for a certificate stating that the film is to be treated as a 
qualifying film for the purpose of Section 481.  Applications were previously made directly to 
the Revenue Commissioners. 

An application for certification must be made in writing to the Minister at least 21 working 
days prior to the commencement of the Irish production. Applications should be made using the 
application form available on the website of the Department and guidance on completing the 
applications form is also available on the website

Where the Minister issues a certificate in relation to a qualifying film, and all the other pro-
visions of Section 481 have been complied with, a producer company may make a claim to the 
Revenue Commissioners for the film corporation tax credit.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy the new arrangements are already fully operational in my 
Department which has already received an application and issued certification under the new 
regulations.

The Regulations, new Application Form and Guidelines are published on the website of my 
Department at https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/creative-arts/projects-and-programmes/film/.

 In addition, my Department is providing a briefing to the audiovisual industry today in 
conjunction with the Revenue Commissioners.  

Question No. 23 answered with Question No. 12.

10/04/2019WRA04400National Parks and Wildlife Service

10/04/2019WRA0450024. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the resources provided to the National Parks and Wildlife Service for the conservation of 
the two biospheres here; the way in which the biospheres are protected; if the NPWS monitors 
planning applications and plans which may impact on the biospheres; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16488/19]

10/04/2019WRA04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Bio-
spheres are internationally recognized for their natural resources and biodiversity, where nature 
and human activities connect. Yet, they are also actively managed to promote a balanced rela-
tionship between people and nature; conservation on the one hand, and sustainable economic 
development and human activity on the other hand. Another important goal of biospheres is 
promoting research and learning.
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Biospheres or biosphere reserves were established under UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere 
(MAB) Programme launched in 1971. Places are awarded Biosphere Reserve Status by UNES-
CO but are managed in partnership by communities, NGOs and local and national governments. 

The EuroMAB 2019 conference was hosted by Dublin Bay Biosphere from Tuesday 2nd 
April to Friday, 5th April.  This conference was a biennial four-day conference for stakeholders 
from 302 UNESCO Biospheres in 36 countries across Europe and North America.  The confer-
ence welcomed practitioners, managers, policy-makers, researchers, educators, ecologists, sci-
entists, social entrepreneurs, creative and community leaders. Ireland sits on the Steering Group 
of the Man and Biosphere Programme, and is represented by Dublin Bay Biosphere.

To support sustainable development, UNESCO’s concept of a Biosphere has since evolved 
to include not just areas of ecological value but also the areas around them and the communi-
ties that live and work within these areas. Reflecting its significant environmental, economic, 
cultural and tourism importance.  

Ireland has two designated UNESCO Biospheres. These are Dublin Bay and Kerry Bio-
sphere Reserve. They were originally designated in the early 1980s. The Department (repre-
sented by the National Parks and Wildlife Service) is the national focal point for Biospheres 
under UNESCO and is a partner to both Biospheres.

Development within Biospheres is subject to an existing comprehensive legislative and 
policy planning framework implemented by all levels of government.  Biospheres are an inter-
nationally recognised designation which does not alter these existing frameworks.  Biosphere 
Partnerships are not a planning reference body involved in land use planning deliberations 
or discussions.  While they remain neutral on individual developments, a Biosphere Partner-
ship may make information available to inform evidence-based discussion, where appropriate. 
There are no additional planning burdens as a consequence of biosphere designations but in 
some cases areas are already designated as SAC/SPA and in the case of Kerry, contain National 
Park land so are already afforded protection. 

The original biosphere designation in Kerry centred on Killarney National Park. Since 2017 
my Department has funded works within Killarney National Park in the region of over €1.5m  
and refurbished Killarney House and Gardens as an interpretative centre for the Core Area of 
the Biosphere. My Department is not the anchor component of the Dublin Bay Biosphere. It 
has  provided significant professional and expert support through the NPWS and it also pro-
vides small amounts of project funding from time to time. Circa €30K has been provided in the 
last two years.

Through its ten year capital plan for investment, Investing in Our Culture, Language and 
Heritage 2018 – 2027, my Department has committed to safeguarding our unique natural heri-
tage and biodiversity and ensure a sustainable future.  We intend to celebrate and highlight 
Ireland’s remarkable heritage on the international stage through investment in the management 
of our UNESCO Biosphere reserves.

10/04/2019WRB00200National Biodiversity Plan

10/04/2019WRB0030025. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to support nature and biodiversity on a cross-Government basis despite recently cutting 
funding for the National Biodiversity Data Centre; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16712/19]

10/04/2019WRB00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
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tional Biodiversity Data Centre is operated on contract under the aegis of  the Heritage Council 
and my Department supports it in two ways; through the annual funding of the Heritage Council 
and through project specific  funding, which is being maintained at last year’s level, provided 
from the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department.  I have not cut funding for the 
Centre.  

My Department collaborates closely with many Government Departments and agencies in 
relation to nature and biodiversity. The overarching strategy is set out in the National Biodi-
versity Action Plan 2017-2021. To further the implementation of the Plan, and to mainstream 
biodiversity within national policy, an interdepartmental Biodiversity Working Group was es-
tablished in 2012 drawn from 18 Government Departments and Agencies. Members have re-
sponsibilities for sectors where activities can have a direct impact on biodiversity or where 
there are opportunities for changes in the management of environmental resources that can 
support biodiversity policy formation. These sectors include strategic and land use planning, 
agriculture and forestry, marine and freshwater fisheries, the management and monitoring of 
water and environmental quality, and the provision of transport and energy infrastructure. In 
addition, there are Government Departments or Agencies with responsibility for sectors where 
there are opportunities for synergies between biodiversity protection and community develop-
ment, education or health.

This work of this  group is  reviewed by senior officials who meet periodically. 

My Department collaborates with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in 
regard to agriculture, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture and will be focusing on the next Com-
mon Agriculture Policy in the coming weeks and months.  Much of the biodiversity-related 
expenditure in the State is delivered through agri-environment schemes and the European In-
novation Partnership operated by that Department. 

At the recent National Biodiversity Conference I announced the “seeds for nature” a set of 
new commitments from Departments, agencies, State -owned companies and private business. 

10/04/2019WRB00500Hare Coursing Data

10/04/2019WRB0060026. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of hares captured for coursing for the 2018-2019 season; the number that 
have run courses to date in this season; the number pinned; the number examined by a vet; the 
number requiring treatment; the number euthanised; the number which died from injuries and 
natural causes, respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16489/19]

10/04/2019WRB00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy for the 2018/19 season, which would be provided to my 
Department by the Irish Coursing Club (ICC),  is not yet available as the ICC are still compiling 
the data for the 2018/19 season which ended at the end of February this year.   However, figures 
available for the 2017/18 season provided by the ICC indicate that some 5,044 hares were cap-
tured for coursing meetings, 5,017 hares were coursed, 177 hares pinned and 27 hares died dur-
ing coursing meetings either through injuries, natural causes or were euthanised.   Information 
on the number of hares examined by a veterinary surgeon or the number requiring treatment are 
available on individual veterinary and conservation ranger reports in respect of 2017/18 season 
which are published on the website of the National Parks and at https://www.npws.ie/licences/
hare-coursing.  Some of these reports for the 2018/19 season for a number of meetings are also 
available on the NPWS website.
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10/04/2019WRB00800Commemorative Events

10/04/2019WRB0090027. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of the support being provided to local authorities under the community strand of the 
commemorative programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16665/19]

10/04/2019WRB01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My ob-
jective in approaching the development of the State Commemorative Programme for the years 
from 2019 to 2023 is to ensure that, in remembering this complex period in our history, which 
includes the Struggle for Independence, the Civil War, the Foundation of the State, and Parti-
tion, we promote a deeper understanding of the significance of these events, which accepts 
that the shared historical experience of those years gave rise to very different narratives and 
memories.  

My aim is to provide a supportive structure that ensures that these, often deeply personal, 
events are remembered at county and community level in a respectful, measured, and non-par-
tisan manner. I believe that local authorities have a significant role in encouraging appropriate 
and authentic citizen engagement, debate, and analysis, which is sensitive to the local context. 

Under the Community Strand of the commemorative programme for the coming period, I 
am encouraging a collaborative approach – similar to that adopted for the 1916 centenary com-
memorations – between the State, local authority network and community organisations.

It is, I believe, very fitting that local authorities have a leading role in supporting inclusive 
and meaningful community-led commemorations which remember all of the lives lost, aug-
mented as appropriate with support from the State, which will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis.  

In recognition of the very important role that local authorities have played to date, and will 
continue to have, my Department hosted a special Decade of Centenaries forum for the local au-
thorities on 13th March 2019. This event offered an important and timely opportunity to share 
their learnings to date with each other and also their views on how they plan to navigate the pe-
riod ahead.  It was very positively received by the 30 local authorities that were represented.   It 
is clear that local authorities have already given significant and thoughtful consideration as to 
how they will plan for commemorations at county and community level over the remainder of 
the Decade.  

This year, I approved a funding allocation of €10,000 for each local authority  and funding 
allocations over the coming years will be considered as part of the annual estimates budgetary 
processes.   

10/04/2019WRB01100Heritage Sites

10/04/2019WRB0120028. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of the possible purchase by the State of High Island; if a further assessment of this pro-
posal has been undertaken; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16739/19]

10/04/2019WRB01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In the 
interests of the preservation, conservation, management and presentation of the built and ar-
chaeological heritage, my Department seeks to acquire certain heritage properties and monu-
ments as resources and opportunities permit.  As set out previously for the Deputy, from time to 
time these may come onto the open market, may be bequeathed to the State or may be offered 
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to it free of cost.  In addition, lands surrounding or in proximity to national monuments or heri-
tage properties in State care (i.e. incorporating the setting of the monuments/properties) often 
reside in private ownership. In certain cases, improved protection of the monument/property, or 
access to the monument/property, would be possible if the State was to acquire such additional 
lands. 

In all cases the Department examines the potential acquisition carefully, taking into account 
the conservation needs of the property and Value for Money principles. 

The national monuments in State care already number some one thousand sites at over 760 
locations around the country and these command considerable resource commitments in terms 
of both funding and personnel allocation. In addition, there are in excess of 120,000 monuments 
listed in the Record of Monuments and Places that are not maintained by the State. Recorded 
monuments are protected under Section 12 of the 1994 National Monuments (Amendment) Act 
and two months’ notice is required to be given to my Department in advance of works at, or in 
their vicinity. 

The property at the location referred to by the Deputy contains a national monument in my 
ownership as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. The day-to-day care of the mon-
ument is undertaken by the Office of Public Works on behalf of, and in consultation with, my 
Department. The national monument is fully protected under the provisions of the National 
Monuments Acts, 1930-2014, and any works at or in its vicinity require Ministerial Consent un-
der Section 14 of the 1930 Act. There are also a number of recorded monuments on the property 
in private ownership, which are also protected under national monuments legislation. 

My Department, in cooperation with the Office of Public Works, is only in a position to 
acquire, maintain, conserve and present to the public a limited number of properties and monu-
ments. 

 It is not deemed prudent to publicly disclose interest or not in potential future acquisitions. 

10/04/2019WRB01400Museum Projects

10/04/2019WRB0150029. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to support a museum (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16716/19]

10/04/2019WRB01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment operates a wide range of funding schemes across all areas of the Departments’ remit, 
details of which are available on my Department’s website at www.chg.gov.ie.  

I am advised that no application for financial support has been received by my Department 
in respect of the matter referred to by the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRB01700City of Culture Initiative

10/04/2019WRB0180030. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the status of preparations for Galway as EU Capital of Culture in 2020; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16676/19]

10/04/2019WRB01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Galway 
2020’s ambition is to deliver an artistic and cultural programme that will exceed expectations 
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and leave a lasting legacy for Galway city and county. Arthur Lappin has recently been ap-
pointed as Chair of the Board of Galway 2020 and Artichoke, under the leadership of Helen 
Marriage, was appointed in January 2019 to deliver the Creative Director role for the project.  
Artichoke is well known globally  for the successful delivery of large-scale and unique cultural 
events and performances and has a proven track record in programming, funding and audience 
development. This expertise and creativity will be brought to bear in an imaginative programme 
for Galway 2020.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that Galway 2020 has this week announced an exciting 
open call for communities to develop projects for the cultural programme for Galway 2020, 
European Capital of Culture.  Funding of €200,000 will be awarded by Galway 2020 across the 
successful community groups to create and deliver thrilling projects that could transform their 
communities.  These projects will form an integral part of the cultural programme for 2020. 

The Government has committed €15 million towards the funding of Galway 2020 as Euro-
pean Capital of Culture.   The terms and conditions for the provision of the funding are set out in 
a performance delivery agreement between my Department and Galway 2020. The agreement 
addresses the roles and responsibilities of the Department and Galway 2020 in the provision 
and expenditure of the grant, as well as the key deliverables and performance indicators at-
tached to the drawdown of the grant, and the monitoring and reporting arrangements in place.

On 31 January 2019, my Department received the first management and auditors’ report 
under the performance delivery agreement from Galway 2020, in advance of a monitoring 
meeting with the company the following week.

The management report sets out the progress made by Galway 2020 in recent months, in-
cluding the appointment of a new Chief Executive, the appointment of new board members, 
board and audit committee meetings held, the periodic reviews of risks undertaken, progress 
on the development of the cultural programme including the European dimension, community 
engagement, staffing, and the development of the partnership and monitoring and evaluation 
programmes.

The auditors’ report verified the payments reviewed and confirmed that Galway 2020 has 
followed best practice in transparency, accountability and securing value for money. The re-
ports were discussed further at the monitoring meeting between officials from my Department 
and Galway 2020.

I am satisfied that Galway 2020 is progressing well with developing an imaginative and ef-
fective Capital of Culture programme and look forward to a successful and impactful year that 
will serve to further highlight the vibrant and diverse cultural offering both in Galway and in 
Ireland as a whole.

10/04/2019WRB02000Architectural Heritage

10/04/2019WRB0210031. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on the adequacy of procedures for identifying and protecting architectural heritage; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16715/19]

10/04/2019WRB02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
functions as Minister with regard to the protection of our architectural heritage are set out in 
the Planning and Development Acts, as are the responsibilities of local authorities and owners. 
Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, gives primary responsibility 
to planning authorities to identify and protect the architectural heritage by including particular 
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structures on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS).   

With regard to procedures for identifying architectural heritage, the National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established by the Architectural Heritage (National Inven-
tory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999. Its purpose is to identify, 
record, and evaluate the post-1700 architectural heritage of Ireland as an aid in its protection.  

As Minister, I can make recommendations to planning authorities for buildings and struc-
tures to be included on the Record of Protected Structures and these recommendations arise 
from the survey of the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH). Inclusion on the 
RPS places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives 
planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to 
safeguard their future. However, the final decision as to inclusion of a building or structure on 
the RPS remains a reserved function of the relevant planning authority.  

In respect of procedures for the protection of our architectural heritage, my Department pro-
vides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic structures through a 
number of schemes which are generally administered by local authorities.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. It is designed to leverage 
private capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the country and to sup-
port the employment of skilled conservation professionals and tradespeople. I have allocated 
funding of €2.5m in total for this Scheme in 2019.  

 The Historic Structures Fund (formerly the Structures at Risk Fund) is for conservation 
works to heritage structures, in both private and public ownership. The primary focus of the 
Historic Structures Fund is on conservation and enhancement of historic structures and build-
ings for the benefit of communities and the public. The fund is generally administered through 
the local authorities and the allocation for 2019 is €1.824 m. 

Details of the projects approved under both funding schemes are published on my Depart-
ment’s website and on local authority websites.

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding over the next 10 years, 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in protecting and cel-
ebrating our built heritage across the country. More details on the commencement and comple-
tion dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to 
them, will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as required under the 
Public Spending Code. 

10/04/2019WRB02300Film Industry Tax Reliefs

10/04/2019WRB0240032. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on whether delays by the Revenue Commissioners in issuing guidelines for the new 
regime for film tax breaks could be endangering film productions locating here and the industry 
in general; and if she has had communications from the industry on the matter and with the 
Minister for Finance or the Revenue Commissioners to end the logjam which is being created 
by the delay in publishing the tax guidelines. [16487/19]

10/04/2019WRB02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Fi-
nance Act 2018 introduced a number of changes to Section 481, the film tax relief which in-
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clude changes to the administration of the scheme designed to speed-up the time required to 
decide on applications for the relief as well as an extension of the relief to 31 December 2024 
and a higher rate of relief for certain productions outside the Dublin Wicklow region known as 
the regional uplift.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the Film Regulations 2019 were published on 27 
March 2019 along with the new Application Form and Guidelines Note on the website of the 
Department of Culture,  Heritage and the Gaeltacht https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/creative-arts/
projects-and-programmes/film/  

The other changes  are changes to the relief itself.  As  the film tax relief is a State Aid, the 
consent of the European Commission is required.  A formal notification has been made to the 
Commission and a decision is awaited. 

Queries relating to the Revenue Commissioners should be directed to my colleague the 
Minister for Finance.

10/04/2019WRB02600National Parks

10/04/2019WRB0270033. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
an assessment has been undertaken of the cause and the extent of the damage caused by recent 
fires in Killarney National Park. [16741/19]

10/04/2019WRB02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I would 
like to thank the Deputy for raising the issue of wildfires here today. 

I would like to take this opportunity, firstly, to put on official record my thanks to both the 
Kerry Fire Service and the staff from my Department’s National Park and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) in Killarney, and of course all the volunteers who came to our assistance on Friday 
evening and Saturday morning 29 and 30 March who worked tirelessly through the night to 
quench the fire at Torc Mountain. Preliminary mapping by NPWS staff has shown that that in 
excess of 70 hectares (175 acres) of priority habitat has been extensively damaged by this fire, 
as well as having severe localised impact on flora and fauna. The cause of the fire is still under 
investigation and the NPWS will be following up with authorities including the Kerry Fire Ser-
vices to ascertain the circumstances surrounding the blaze. As the fire spread on Torc Mountain 
East to South, parts of the boardwalk have also been damaged and consequently the walk had 
to be closed temporarily while the route is assessed and repaired. Parts of the boardwalk will 
need to be replaced including some wire netting and sleepers.

As you are aware, significant environmental damage can be caused by illegal burning. Wild 
fires are not a natural phenomenon in Ireland and can have a local impact on species that cannot 
escape, or that lose breeding habitat as a result. Such impacts are generally fairly short term, 
but could be very serious for species that are already in decline, such as curlew. Some plant and 
moss species  may be lost  or greatly reduced. UK research showed that where scrub such as 
gorse is burned it can have a lasting impact on soils and cause increased erosion which can in 
turn impact on rivers through increasing siltation of the water, especially if this burning happens 
repeatedly.

My Department and I condemn the spate of wildfires in recent years and would appeal 
to members of the public to be conscious of the dangers posed by fire on open ground. Even 
planned and/or “controlled” burning can get out of hand very quickly, so it is critically im-
portant that every member of society realises the damage that can be caused to property and, 
indeed, the health and welfare of family, neighbours and the wider community, and the respond-
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ing emergency services. The main source of wild fires is thought to be the deliberate starting 
of fires without concern for the consequences.  Aside from such malicious activities, one of the 
main challenges is to encourage members of the public, (including landowners, farmers and 
recreational users of publicly accessible land), to act responsibly at all times, to be mindful of 
their own safety and the safety of others, to be mindful of the need to protect property, both pub-
licly owned and privately owned and to appreciate the value of our natural heritage, particularly 
in our National Parks, Nature Reserves and Designated (Natura 2000) Sites.

In conclusion, I would again appeal to all members of the public to be conscious of the dan-
ger posed by fire – any fire – but particularly a fire on open ground which can very quickly get 
out of control.  We have all seen how homes and lives can be threatened and we can also see the 
damage to the landscape and to valuable habitats caused by uncontrolled fires. 

10/04/2019WRB02900National Concert Hall

10/04/2019WRB0300034. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
progress of the transfer of the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra following the publication of 
RTÉ Orchestras: Ensuring a Sustainable Future; the specific actions which have been under-
taken to consult with members of the orchestra; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16756/19]

10/04/2019WRB03100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Fol-
lowing the publication of the report by RTÉ that it commissioned from independent consul-
tants Helen Boaden and Mediatique on the RTÉ Orchestras entitled RTÉ Orchestras Ensuring 
a Sustainable Future, the Government  agreed in principle that the RTÉ National Symphony 
Orchestra (RTÉ NSO) should come within the remit of the National Concert Hall (NCH). The 
Government  also authorised the initiation of discussions on the implementation of the recom-
mendations of the report.  

The overall aim of the Government decision in relation to the proposed transfer of the RTÉ 
NSO is to enable the orchestra to be established as a world class orchestra which would, with 
the NCH, provide a creative and imaginative programme strategy that would greatly enhance 
the offering of the combined organisation to the public. 

An Oversight Group and Working Group have been established with formal terms of refer-
ence, with a view to identifying and addressing the relevant issues to be addressed to enable the 
successful transfer of the NSO from the remit of RTÉ to the remit of the NCH.  

The work of the Oversight Group is continuing.  The Group has met on a number of oc-
casions and has agreed on the importance of a proper communication process between the 
Oversight and Working Group and representatives, members and support staff of the NSO,  to 
ensure that the orchestra is informed on a timely basis about all aspects of the proposed transfer 
of the NSO, and can input to the process. In this regard, a meeting has already been held with 
representatives of the NSO to update them on developments to date.  It is intended to arrange 
another meeting shortly with representatives of the NSO for a further update.  

10/04/2019WRB03200Architectural Heritage

10/04/2019WRB0330035. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the extent to which progress has been made to protect listed buildings and sites of cultural and 
heritage interest deemed to be at risk; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16697/19]
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10/04/2019WRB03400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
functions as Minister with regard to the protection of our architectural heritage are set out in 
the Planning and Development Acts, as are the responsibilities of local authorities and owners. 

The Planning and Development Acts give primary responsibility to planning authorities to 
identify and protect our architectural heritage by including structures on the relevant local au-
thority’s Record of Protected Structures.  Inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures places 
a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives planning 
authorities powers to deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard 
their future. 

The decision as to whether a building is placed on, or removed from the Record of Protected 
Structures is a reserved function of the relevant local authority. My Department does not keep a 
record of derelict or semi-derelict sites across the country, nor does it keep heritage sites under 
review generally, except where these sites are national monuments in State care or otherwise 
part of the historic national heritage estate which is managed by the Office of Public Works. 

As Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, I am the owner or guardian of almost 
1000 national monuments in State care right across the country, ranging from prehistoric burial 
monuments to medieval fortifications and religious sites. Sites in my ownership or guardianship 
are maintained by the Office of Public Works. Conservation matters in relation to these sites 
are managed through regular liaison between the OPW and my Department, identifying condi-
tion issues and proposing appropriate conservation actions, carried out under consent where 
relevant. 

My Department also provides funding to the OPW to assist in the conservation and presen-
tation of historic buildings and national monuments in State ownership.  As in previous years, 
in cooperation with its Office of Public Works and local authority partners, my Department’s 
National Monuments Service will also make available such funding as may be required over 
the course of 2019 in relation to the discharge of my functions as Minister under the National 
Monuments Acts, 1930-2014, to support rescue excavations and post excavation research at 
archaeological sites where there is an urgent risk to such being irreparably lost or damaged.

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through a number of schemes which are generally administered by local au-
thorities.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. It is designed to leverage 
private capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the country and to sup-
port the employment of skilled conservation professionals and tradespeople. I have allocated 
funding of €2.5m in total for this Scheme in 2019.  

The Historic Structures Fund (formerly the Structures at Risk Fund) is for conservation 
works to heritage structures, in both private and public ownership. The primary focus of the 
Historic Structures Fund is on conservation and enhancement of historic structures and build-
ings for the benefit of communities and the public. The fund is generally administered through 
the local authorities and the allocation for 2019 is €1.824 m. 

Details of the projects approved under both funding schemes are published on my Depart-
ment’s website and on local authority websites.

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding over the next 10 years, 
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as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in protecting and cel-
ebrating our built heritage across the country. More details on the commencement and comple-
tion dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to 
them, will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as required under the 
Public Spending Code.

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports.  Grant schemes are advertised by the Heritage Council on its website 
www.heritagecouncil.ie.

10/04/2019WRB03500Built Heritage Investment Scheme

10/04/2019WRB0360036. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the level 
of interest in the built heritage investment scheme and historic structures fund in north-west 
areas of Dublin city; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16635/19]

10/04/2019WRB03700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures Fund 
(HSF) formerly the Structures at Risk Fund (SRF), which are administered by local authorities. 

On 28 March I announced funding of €4.3m for 478 projects under these schemes in 2019. 
Details of these projects and the funding are available on my Department’s website and on local 
authority websites. 

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is designed to leverage private capital for invest-
ment in a significant number of labour-intensive, small scale conservation projects across the 
country and to support the employment of skilled and experienced conservation professionals, 
craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic built environment. The scheme helps 
with the repair and conservation of structures that are protected under the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000 (as amended) or within Architectural Conservation Areas. It is administered 
by local authorities. 

The maximum grant under BHIS is €15,000. The allocation for 2019 is €2.5m. The mini-
mum offered to each local authority in 2019 was €60,000. Not all local authorities accepted the 
full amount offered.

Under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme, local authorities assess the applications before 
sending them to my Department for approval. My Department does not request the total num-
ber of applications received by the local authority. In 2019, 55 projects proposed by Dublin City 
Council, including 9 in the north-west area of Dublin, were approved under BHIS to the value 
of €308,000, an increase of 3% over 2018.  

The nine projects funded in north-west Dublin under the BHIS are as follows:

-   St Columba’s Church, 87 Iona Road, Dublin 9 - €5,500

-   St Mobhi’s Church of Ireland, Church Avenue, Glasnevin, Dublin 9 - €2,500

-   131 North Circular Road, Dublin 7 - €5,500

-   St Peter’s National School, Phibsborough, Dublin 7 - €7,000
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-   343 North Circular Road, Dublin 7 - €2,500

-   41 Montpelier Hill, Arbour Hill, Dublin 7 - €7,000

-   Gate Lodge/Coachhouse, Prospect Square, Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin 9 - €5,500

-  Church of St John the Baptist, Church Avenue, Drumcondra, Dublin 9 - €7,500

-   St Columba’s National School, Iona Road, Glasnevin, Dublin 9 - €2,500

The Historic Structures Fund (formerly the Structures at Risk Fund) is for conservation 
works to heritage structures, in both private and public ownership. The primary focus of the 
Historic Structures Fund is on conservation and enhancement of historic structures and build-
ings for the benefit of communities and the public. The fund is generally administered through 
the local authorities through the local authorities who prepare a shortlist of applications and 
each one can send a maximum of three private and one public project forward for assessment 
by my Department.

Grants under Stream One of the HSF are for amounts of between €15,000 and €50,000. Un-
der Stream Two a small number of larger grants, up to €200,000, was also available for his-
toric structures in private and public ownership. Four awards totalling €440,000 were made, of 
which €240,000 will be spent this year.

Dublin City Council indicated they had received 16 applications under HSF in 2019, of 
which 6 were put forward to my Department for consideration. A further application was made 
directly to my Department. Following assessment, 5 projects, including one in the north-west 
area of Dublin, were approved to the value of €331,000.

The project funded under the HSF for north-west Dublin was: Drumcondra House, DCU All 
Hallows Campus, Drumcondra, Dublin 9. It received €15,000. 

10/04/2019WRB03800Imeachtaí Cultúrtha

10/04/2019WRB0390037. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cad é clár na n-imeachtaí teanga-lárnaithe atá beartaithe ag Gaillimh 2020; an bhfuil an 
tOifigeach Cumarsáide Gaeilge fostaithe; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [16597/19]

10/04/2019WRB04000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Ag céim 
na tairisceana ar Phríomhchathair Chultúir na hEorpa, d’aithin Gaillimh an teanga ar cheann de 
thrí phríomhthéama. Sa leabhar tairisceana, Making Waves, deirtear gurb í Gaillimh tobar na 
Gaeilge agus gurb í Cathair na Gaillimhe an chéad chathair in Éirinn a ainmníodh mar chathair 
dhátheangach. I measc oidhreacht Ghaillimh 2020 a luaitear sa leabhar tairisceana tá:

- Méadú ar an líon daoine a bheidh ag labhairt na Gaeilge ina saol laethúil agus

- Méadú ar tuiscint ar an tionchar dearfach a bhaineann le dhátheangachas.

Tá ríméad orm a thabhairt le fios don Teachta go bhfuil Oifigeach Gaeilge earcaithe ag Gail-
limh 2020 agus gur thosaigh an té sin i mbun oibre an 1 Aibreán 2019 chun maith a dhéanamh 
d’aidhmeanna Ghaillimh 2020 i leith na Gaeilge mar ghné thábhachtach den chlár.

10/04/2019WRB04100Air Services Provision
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10/04/2019WRB0420038. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to include air services to Inishbofin as part of the tender process for services to the Aran 
Islands in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16495/19]

10/04/2019WRB04300Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): My Department is currently working towards the publication of tender documents 
for a Public Service Obligation air service for the Aran Islands which would commence in the 
autumn of 2019.  Aviation consultants have been engaged to assist with this process.  My De-
partment has no plans to include an air service for Inishbofin as part of that process.  

In relation to Public Service Obligation air services, it must be borne in mind that Member 
States of the EU may only impose such services with the prior consent of the EU.  No such 
consent has been sought in relation to Inishbofin.  

The Deputy should be aware that arrangements are being made by my Department to trans-
fer a small section of the Inishbofin site to the HSE for the construction of a new health centre 
for the island community, while the facility at Cleggan is being provided to the Coast Guard 
for use as a landing base serving the west coast.  Neither of these new facilities will, I should 
add, in any way prejudice the future use of either site for the provision of air services between 
Inishbofin and the mainland.

10/04/2019WRB04400Built Heritage Investment Scheme Funding

10/04/2019WRB0450039. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to assist owners of registered protected structures that wish to preserve their property but 
are unable to do so in view of the fact that heritage works cost approximately 1.75 times more 
than standard repair works; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16714/19]

10/04/2019WRB04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
functions as Minister with regard to the protection of our architectural heritage are set out in 
the Planning and Development Acts, as are the responsibilities of local authorities and owners. 

There are more than 45,000 protected structures spread across all 31 local authority areas 
in the country. The Planning and Development Acts give primary responsibility to planning 
authorities to identify and protect architectural heritage by including structures on the relevant 
local authority’s Record of Protected Structures.  Inclusion in the Record of Protected Struc-
tures places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives 
planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to 
safeguard their future. 

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Struc-
tures Fund (HSF), formerly the Structures at Risk Fund (SRF), which are administered by local 
authorities. 

On 28 March this year I announced funding of €4.3m for 478 projects under these schemes. 
Details of these projects are available on my Department’s website and on local authority web-
sites.  

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is designed to leverage private capital for invest-
ment in a significant number of labour-intensive, small scale conservation projects across the 
country and to support the employment of skilled and experienced conservation professionals, 
craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic built environment. The scheme helps 
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with the repair and conservation of structures that are protected under the Planning and Devel-
opment Acts or within Architectural Conservation Areas. It is administered by local authorities. 

The Historic Structures Fund is for conservation works to heritage structures, in both private 
and public ownership. The primary focus of the Historic Structures Fund is on conservation and 
enhancement of historic structures and buildings for the benefit of communities and the public. 
The fund is generally administered through the local authorities who prepare a shortlist of ap-
plications and each one can send a maximum of three private and one public project forward for 
assessment by my Department. 

Grants under Stream One of the HSF are for amounts of between €15,000 and €50,000. Un-
der Stream Two a small number of larger grants, up to €200,000, was also available for historic 
structures in private and public ownership. 

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage. It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports.  Further information about its Grant schemes is available from the 
Heritage Council and on its website www.heritagecouncil.ie.

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding over the next 10 years, 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in protecting and cel-
ebrating our heritage across the country. More details on the commencement and completion 
dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to them, 
will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as required under the Public 
Spending Code.

10/04/2019WRB04700Deer Hunting

10/04/2019WRB0480040. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if her attention has been drawn to the fact that locals and tourists were denied access to a 
large part of the Wild Nephin Ballycroy National Park, Altnaboy, County Mayo from 21 De-
cember 2018 to 7 January 2019 up until 12 noon each day to facilitate legitimate deer hunting; 
the nature and purpose of the hunting; the persons or bodies carrying it out; and the number of 
animals killed. [16675/19]

10/04/2019WRB04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
aware that  Wild Nephin-Ballycroy National Park was temporarily closed for a short period over 
a number of mornings in late December 2018 and early January 2019. As you will appreciate, 
while the state owns the lands making up the National Park, some of these holdings include 
areas where shooting and fishing rights are in the ownership of third parties. In common with 
all landowners in the country, the state must respect these pre-existing property rights.  

The Deer hunting in question occurred in the area of Altnabrockey and Muinguell, Bella-
corick. A third party owns a significant area of shooting and fishing rights in the townlands of 
Altnabrockey and Muinguell, including the state owned properties and where the Western Way 
walking route is passing through. 

The regional staff of Wild Nephin Ballycroy National Park received a notice from this third 
party, advising that a written permission had been given to a deer hunter to shoot deer over the 
area of land mentioned above. There was further contact from the deer hunter who provided the 
regional staff with the information on the dates and times of his deer hunt.  
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National Parks and Wildlife Staff posted notices at all access points advising the public of 
the activities taking place for a certain period in the mornings only.  

Wild deer in the State are protected under the Wildlife Acts, however, there is an annual 
open season during which deer can be legally shot under licence. The open season for deer op-
erates generally from 1st   September to the last day of February, depending on the species and 
gender of deer. 

The Department appreciates that temporary closures of this kind might be inconvenient for 
the public. Representatives of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department plan 
to hold a meeting with the aforementioned third party, with the aim to reach a mutually accept-
able management agreement for any such deer hunting in the future.

10/04/2019WRB05000National Parks and Wildlife Service Remit

10/04/2019WRB0510041. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
role the National Parks and Wildlife Service has in the designation of national parks. [16740/19]

10/04/2019WRB05200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): There 
are six National Parks in Ireland. The IUCN, also known as the World Conservation Union 
which is affiliated to the United Nations, is the international authority which sets the criteria 
for the protected areas of the world. As far as the National Parks are concerned, in 1969, the 
IUCN established three characteristics which an area should share in order to be considered a 
National Park. 

All of Ireland’s six National Parks are managed as Category II National Parks under the 
criteria set out by the World Conservation Union (IUCN). Under this Category, ownership and 
management should normally be by the highest competent authority of the State.

Accordingly, all National Parks in Ireland are fully owned and managed by the State through 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service Division (NPWS) of my Department. It is the policy of 
the Department to abide by the criteria and standards for the National Parks laid down by the 
IUCN.

The National Parks in Ireland are managed under several pieces of enabling primary and 
secondary legislation.  

No new National Parks have been designated recently. However, my Department makes 
strategic land purchases from time to time in order to consolidate and enhance its sites. In 2016 
my Department completed the purchase of 5,000 hectares of lands in Glenasmole which were 
added to Wicklow Mountains National Park, expanding the total size of this National Park to 
some 22,000 hectares. In late 2017 my Department announced the expansion of Ballycroy Na-
tional Park to include the area known as Wild Nephin, expanding the total size of the National 
Park to over 15,000 hectares.

10/04/2019WRB05300Film Industry

10/04/2019WRB0540042. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if her attention has been drawn to allegations of blacklisting of workers in the film indus-
try that have raised questions in relation to employment rights and abuses of public funding in 
the industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16757/19]
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10/04/2019WRB05500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): All 
workers in the arts and film industries are covered by the same legal protections afforded by 
employment law as is the case with all other industries. 

The position of Employees  insecure contracts and those working variable hours should face 
an improved situation with the passage of new legislation in December by my colleague the 
Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  The legislation introduces a require-
ment that employers provide employees with certain terms of employment within a certain pe-
riod after commencing employment; to impose sanctions for certain offences; to further provide 
for a minimum payment due to employees in certain circumstances; to prohibit contracts speci-
fying zero as the contract hours in certain circumstances and to provide for the introduction of 
banded contract hours; to further provide for prohibition of penalisation and for those purposes 
to amend the Terms of Employment (Information) Act 1994 and the Organisation of Working 
Time Act 1997; to amend the Workplace Relations Act 2015; and to provide for related matters.   

In the case of workers in the film industry, I am pleased that the recently introduced Film 
Regulations 2019 require applicants for Section 481 tax relief to sign an undertaking that they 
will provide quality employment, and training and skills development opportunities and that 
they will comply with all applicable laws. 

In their  appearance at the Joint Committee for Employment Affairs where issues around 
false employment were discussed last November, the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection spoke of  their  month-long media campaign on false self-employment and 
the service provided by that Department.  The campaign directed people to a dedicated page on 
its website (www.welfare.ie/employmentstatus) which includes information on the tests used to 
determine employment status and how to request a formal determination from the Department 
as well as information about and contacts for the Workplace Relations Commission and Rev-
enue.  Further details of the discussion can be accessed on the Oireachtas website.

10/04/2019WRB05600Marine Institute

10/04/2019WRB0570043. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the person or body responsible for conducting post-mortems on whales found dead on beaches 
here; if an analysis has been conducted as to the cause of the recent spate of deaths; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16742/19]

10/04/2019WRB05800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): There is 
no legal responsibility assigned to a body for conducting post-mortems on large whales found 
dead on Irish coasts. Such strandings are infrequent, are logistically problematic and post mor-
tems require particular expertise which is not normally available in Ireland. My Department is 
not the body responsible for the conduct of such post mortems.

I understand, however, that a programme is operated by the Marine Institute, the Irish Whale 
and Dolphin Group and the Regional Veterinary Laboratory of the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine to carry out post mortems on a number of dolphins and porpoises each 
year. This work is co-funded with the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund.

10/04/2019WRB05900Employment Rights

10/04/2019WRB0600044. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the measures she plans to take to improve income and employment security for workers in 
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theatre, film and the arts in general; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16758/19]

10/04/2019WRB06100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
aware of the challenges referred to in the question and I am continuing to deliver additional 
supports to the arts and culture sectors including the film sector in line with Government com-
mitments, as evidenced in Budget 2019.  

Primary support for the arts is delivered through the Arts Council. Funding for the Arts 
Council has increased in recent years and now stands at €75 million in 2019, and increase of 
some €6.8m or 10% over 2018. The Arts Council, which is independent in its funding decisions 
under the Arts Act 2003, operates within a published 10 year strategic framework entitled Mak-
ing Great Art Work. This strategy prioritises support for artists throughout their careers, by the 
involvement of many agencies in cultural provision, by the impact of the arts on the creative 
economy, and by the depth and breadth of people’s engagement with the arts.  The Arts Council 
now include as an assessment criterion, an organisation’s policy on the remuneration of artists. 
This aims to ensure that organisations in receipt of Arts Council funding should offer fair and 
equitable remuneration to artists.

With regard to legal protections for workers in the arts and film industries, it is important 
to note that employees in every industry and sector are entitled to all existing legal protections. 
The Employment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2018, which was passed in December, ad-
dresses insecurity and unpredictability of working hours for employees on insecure contracts 
and those working variable hours.   The Act provides for a requirement that employers provide 
employees with certain terms of employment within a certain period after commencing em-
ployment; to impose sanctions for certain offences; to further provide for a minimum payment 
due to employees in certain circumstances; to prohibit contracts specifying zero as the contract 
hours in certain circumstances and to provide for the introduction of banded contract hours; to 
further provide for prohibition of penalisation, and for those purposes to amend the Terms of 
Employment (Information) Act 1994 and the Organisation of Working Time Act 1997; and to 
amend the Workplace Relations Act 2015.   

In the case of workers in the film industry, I am pleased that the recently introduced Film 
Regulations 2019 require applicants for Section 481 tax relief to sign an undertaking that they 
will provide quality employment, and training and skills development opportunities and that 
they will comply with all applicable laws. 

In appearing before the Joint Committee for Employment Affairs where issues around false 
employment were discussed last November, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection spoke of a month-long media campaign on false self-employment and the service 
provided by that Deparment. The campaign directed people to a dedicated page on its website 
(www.welfare.ie/employmentstatus) which includes information on the tests used to determine 
employment status and how to request a formal determination from the Department as well as 
information about and contacts for the Workplace Relations Commission and Revenue.

10/04/2019WRC00200Abbey Theatre

10/04/2019WRC0030045. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of talks between representatives of staff and performers and a theatre (details supplied). 
[16754/19]

10/04/2019WRC00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As Min-
ister for Culture, I have responsibility for setting overall vision and strategic direction for Ire-
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land’s cultural sector.  In the first instance, issues raised by Theatre practitioners should and 
are being resolved by dialogue between the Theatre Chair and Board, directors and the theatre 
practitioners. The Theatre in question and all theatre practitioners are a central part of our na-
tional culture and I have taken their concerns very seriously. It should also be noted that the Arts 
Council has been engaging with the Theatre in recent months about the employment opportuni-
ties and remuneration rates it provides for Irish based artists rates. 

I would like to thank both the Theatre Practitioners and the Theatre for providing me with 
updates on the dialogue process to date. It is valuable for me and my Department to hear di-
rectly from the Theatre Practitioners and the Theatre on how concerns are being addressed and 
I appreciate them for taking the time to update me. 

I was encouraged to read the statement issued on behalf of both parties after the conclusion 
of the first dialogue meeting on the 1st February, which stated that the meeting was a positive 
and productive first step for the Theatre Practitioners and the Theatre.  However, I understood 
that there were a number of concerns which were outlined by the Theatre Practitioners that 
required continuing discussions and negotiations in order for a satisfactory outcome to be de-
livered.  I am pleased to report that five meetings have now taken place between representatives 
of the Theatre Practitioners and the Theatre since the first dialogue meeting on the 1st February.

The schedule of meetings was as follows:

March 12: Actors and Agents

March 15: Designers

March 19: Directors

March 22: Playwrights

March 27: Producers and Theatre Technicians

I have been informed that these meetings were informative, constructive and productive. I 
am very supportive of the collective endeavours of the practitioners and the theatre to resolve 
the matters raised and welcome the commitment to dialogue and engagement. I look forward to 
a mutually satisfactory outcome.

10/04/2019WRC00500Architectural Heritage

10/04/2019WRC0060046. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
physical condition of a building is considered when being listed in the National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16713/19]

10/04/2019WRC00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
functions as Minister with regard to the protection of our architectural heritage are set out in 
the Planning and Development Acts, as are the responsibilities of local authorities and owners. 
Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, gives primary responsibility 
to planning authorities to identify and protect the architectural heritage by including particular 
structures on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS).   

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established by the Architec-
tural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1999. Its purpose is to identify, record, and evaluate the post-1700 architectural heritage of 
Ireland as an aid in its protection.  
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As Minister, I can make recommendations to planning authorities for buildings and struc-
tures to be included on the Record of Protected Structures and these recommendations arise 
from the survey of the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH). Inclusion on the 
RPS places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also gives 
planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals affecting them and to seek to 
safeguard their future. The final decision as to inclusion of a building or structure on the RPS, 
however, is a reserved function of the relevant planning authority.  

The surveys are also a research and educational resource which, it is hoped, will increase 
public awareness, understanding, and appreciation of the post-1700 architectural heritage in 
Ireland.

The NIAH does not take the physical condition of a building into consideration when se-
lecting and recording sites, structures or buildings of architectural heritage significance.  The 
Planning and Development Act 2000 defines architectural heritage as structures or parts of 
structures which are of Architectural, Historical, Archaeological, Artistic, Cultural, Scientific, 
Social or Technical interest.  The Categories of Special Interest can be seen as a list of criteria 
to be considered when evaluating a structure. The categories are not mutually exclusive and a 
structure may be attributed with several of the categories.  The Act makes no reference to physi-
cal condition as a means of evaluating the significance of a site, structure or building.

The NIAH records a broad range of buildings, including those which are fully habitable and 
in use, as well as derelict houses and ruined castles.  Most NIAH records are made through a 
visual, exterior only, inspection.   A physical condition evaluation is an entirely different func-
tion and should only be undertaken by a suitably qualified historic buildings professional who 
has full access to all aspects of the relevant site, structure or building, including the interior, 
attic and basement spaces, as applicable.

10/04/2019WRC00800Arts and Culture Capital Scheme

10/04/2019WRC0090047. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when the capital scheme for arts and cultural facilities will open; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16748/19]

10/04/2019WRC01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Project 
Ireland 2040 has given explicit recognition to the importance of our culture, language and heri-
tage.  Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018-2027 sets out the Government’s 
objectives for capital investment in Ireland’s culture, language and heritage. The plan includes 
a total of  €40 million, or €4 million in each of the 10 years from 2018 to 2027 to secure exist-
ing investment in arts and culture infrastructure nationwide and ensure a regional balance.  A 
total of €3.9m was spent in 2018.  This level of investment will ensure the upkeep of regional 
infrastructure right across the country.

The recent Arts and Culture Capital Scheme allocated €10.214m to 134 projects under three 
complementary grant streams for the refurbishment and enhancement of the existing arts and 
culture facilities throughout the country.  Over €1.5m of this was drawn down in 2018 and over 
€8m remains to be paid out over the coming years.  This is the most significant investment in 
cultural infrastructure in a decade with funding provided to arts centres, theatres, galleries and 
museums, artists’ studios and creative spaces. The list of these projects with the amounts of 
their allocations is available on my Department’s website.

My Department is currently examining options for a new round of grant funding for Arts 
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and Cultural Capital and I will revert to the Deputy in due course on this matter.

10/04/2019WRC01100Commemorative Events

10/04/2019WRC0120048. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
supports available to local authorities, including Kildare County Council, under the community 
strand of the commemorative programme of her Department; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16672/19]

10/04/2019WRC01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My ob-
jective in approaching the development of the State Commemorative Programme for the years 
from 2019 to 2023 is to ensure that, in remembering this complex period in our history, which 
includes the Struggle for Independence, the Civil War, the Foundation of the State, and Parti-
tion, we promote a deeper understanding of the significance of these events, which accepts 
that the shared historical experience of those years gave rise to very different narratives and 
memories.  

My aim is to provide a supportive structure that ensures that these, often deeply personal, 
events are remembered at county and community level in a respectful, measured, and non-par-
tisan manner. I believe that local authorities have a significant role in encouraging appropriate 
and authentic citizen engagement, debate, and analysis, which is sensitive to the local context. 

Under the Community Strand of the commemorative programme for the coming period, I 
am encouraging a collaborative approach - similar to that adopted for the 1916 centenary com-
memorations - between the State, local authority network and community organisations.

It is, I believe, very fitting that local authorities have a leading role in supporting inclusive 
and meaningful community-led commemorations which remember all of the lives lost, aug-
mented as appropriate with support from the State, which will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis.  

In recognition of the very important role that local authorities have played to date, and will 
continue to have, my Department hosted a special Decade of Centenaries forum for the local 
authorities on 13th March. This event offered an important and timely opportunity to share their 
learnings to date with each other and also their views on how they plan to navigate the period 
ahead.  

I might add that officials from Kildare County Council gave a very insightful and informa-
tive, shared presentation at the forum, which was very positively received.  I am very encour-
aged to learn that local authorities have already given significant and thoughtful consideration 
as to how they will plan for commemorations at county and community level over the remain-
der of the Decade.  

This year, I approved a funding allocation of €10,000 for each local authority, including 
Kildare County Council, to support their commemorative programming this year.  Funding 
allocations for local authorities over the coming years will be considered as part of the annual 
estimates budgetary processes.

10/04/2019WRC01400Defence Forces Allowances

10/04/2019WRC0150049. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the annual budget for 
the security duty allowance in each of the years from 2012 to 2019. [16798/19]
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10/04/2019WRC01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Provision for 
Security Duty Allowance is included within the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) Allowances 
Subhead of the Defence Vote. The annual provision for Security Duty Allowance and actual 
outturn for the years in question is set out below. 

Year Provision Outturn
2012 €11.2m €10.9m
2013 €9.6m €9.8m
2014 €8.1m €8.1m
2015 €8.1m €7.7m
2016 €8.2m €8.2m
2017 €8.2m €7.9m
2018 €8.2m €8.1m
2019 €8.2m  

10/04/2019WRC01700Consular Services

10/04/2019WRC0180050. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the case of a person (details supplied) with a view to returning them to their family 
here due to their personal circumstances and declining health; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16874/19]

10/04/2019WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the 
Deputy will be aware, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, through the Irish Embassy 
in Abu Dhabi and the Consular Assistance Unit in Dublin, has been providing extensive con-
sular assistance to this citizen and his family since 2011.

The Government has been active in supporting this citizen’s request to return to Ireland and 
my Department, through the Irish Embassy in Abu Dhabi, continues to engage with the local 
Foreign Ministry and other relevant local authorities on this matter. 

Officials from the Irish Embassy in Abu Dhabi and my Department’s Consular Assistance 
Unit remain available to provide this citizen and his family with all possible consular assistance.

10/04/2019WRC02000Tax Code

10/04/2019WRC0210051. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the timescale for tax relief available 
for young farmers (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16775/19]

10/04/2019WRC0220052. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance if a young trained farmer claimed 
tax relief of €22,500 in 2008, if this amount will be taken into account in relation to the new 
€70,000 lifetime threshold of tax relief for young farmers; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16782/19]

10/04/2019WRC02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 51 
and 52 together.

Commission Regulation (EU) No. 702/2014 of 25 June 2014, commonly known as the 
Agricultural Block Exemption Regulation (ABER), is the Regulation under which certain cat-
egories of State aid can be granted for the agricultural and forestry sectors. 
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Article 18 of the ABER sets out the specific requirements for the granting of aid for young 
farmers and the development of small farms.  It stipulates, inter alia, that the amount of aid per 
young farmer is to be limited to €70,000.  This limit applies to the cumulative aid received un-
der all schemes covered by Article 18 of the ABER.  The relevant schemes are: 

- stock relief under section 667B Taxes Consolidation Act 1997;

- farm succession partnerships under section 667D Taxes Consolidation Act 1997; and

- transfers of land to young trained farmers under section 81AA Stamp Duties Consolidation 
Act 1999.

The €70,000 limit is per young farmer and I am advised by Revenue that there is no five-
year rolling relief available.

The ABER entered into force on 1 July 2014 and has had direct effect in all Member States 
since that date. Accordingly, any tax relief granted in 2008 does not have any bearing on the 
€70,000 limit introduced in 2014.

10/04/2019WRC02400Customs and Excise Staff

10/04/2019WRC0250053. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance the number of customs officers 
recruited to date in 2019 with regard to Brexit; his plans to recruit additional customs officers 
in 2019; the procedure to be adopted to recruit suitable personnel for these positions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16830/19]

10/04/2019WRC02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In September 2018, the Government 
granted approval in principle for the phased recruitment of an additional 600 Revenue staff to 
meet the challenges posed by Brexit. 

Revenue has appointed over 470 staff from open recruitment and interdepartmental compe-
titions since the start of 2019, the majority of these have been assigned to customs roles or to 
backfill existing Revenue staff assigned to customs duties. 

These posts have been filled by the recruitment of new staff from the Public Appointments 
Service, and from internal and interdepartmental competitions. As serving staff are taking up 
their new Brexit related positions, Revenue is backfilling the vacancies created through panels 
of candidates established from its general recruitment activity.

Over 400 staff have completed customs training in preparation for Brexit.  A further 80 staff 
are to complete customs training during April 2019. 

Revenue is an integrated tax and customs administration, resources are deployed based on 
the evolving business needs to tackle any risks as they emerge.

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, Revenue has panels and training plans in place to appoint 
additional staff required for Brexit during 2019.

10/04/2019WRC02700VAT Rate Increases

10/04/2019WRC0280054. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance the reason the reply to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 141 on 14 November 2018 stated that the Revenue Commissioners have 
only ever allowed basic vitamins, minerals and fish oils to apply at the zero rate and this has not 
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changed in view of the fact that the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 51 on 11 October 2018 
stated that there remains uncertainty as to which food supplements qualify for the zero rate or 
not; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16905/19]

10/04/2019WRC02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The background to this issue is that 
VAT legislation does not apply the zero rate of VAT to food supplements but shortly after the 
introduction of VAT Revenue applied a concessionary zero rating to certain vitamin, mineral 
and fish oil food supplement products. As the market developed over the years this treatment 
resulted in the zero rating by Revenue of further similar products, including products other 
than vitamins, minerals and fish oils, and these rulings were published in Revenue’s VAT rates 
database. The evolution of the scope of the concessionary treatment of certain types of food 
supplements was well understood by the industry and by agents representing clients in the food 
supplements sector, and this is reflected in Revenue’s correspondence with taxpayers involved 
in this business and their agents, in its discussions with the Irish Health Trade Association 
(IHTA) and in the content of its VAT rates database.

In the operation of this concessionary treatment, it had become increasingly difficult to 
maintain an effective distinction between food supplements that could benefit from the zero 
rate and those that were standard rated, resulting in a situation in which elements in the industry 
and certain agents aggressively pursued zero rating of all kinds of products, including products 
claiming to enhance male fertility, promote hair growth, boost tanning, avoid a hangover, build 
muscle and reduce stress. These businesses consistently challenged Revenue guidance and Rev-
enue decisions on the VAT rating of products giving rise to serious concerns about compliance 
within the industry and unfair competition between compliant and non-compliant businesses.

The IHTA raised concerns with Revenue about the difficulties in distinguishing between 
food supplement products which could be zero rated and those which should be standard rated. 
In response, Revenue undertook a comprehensive review of the VAT treatment of food supple-
ments and engaged an expert to advise on the definition of food for the purposes of the VAT 
Consolidation Act, 2010. Based on the expert advice and its own legal analysis, Revenue con-
cluded that the status quo was no longer sustainable and engaged with my Department concern-
ing policy options that might be considered in the context of Finance Bill 2018. 

I decided not to introduce any legislative changes at that time but as the Deputy may be 
aware I have committed to putting in place a consultation process to help me identify the policy 
options in relation to VAT on food supplements and will publish the conclusions in the Tax 
Strategy Papers later this year. I envisage seeking input from a wide range of interested par-
ties, including from health and nutrition experts, to ensure that any legislative changes I bring 
forward are evidence based, and I will consult with my colleague the Minister for Health in this 
regard.  Details on the public consultation will be announced shortly.

10/04/2019WRC03000Insurance Compensation Fund

10/04/2019WRC0310055. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a court date has been set 
for the withdrawal of funds from the insurance compensation fund in relation to a company 
(details supplied); if so, the date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16907/19]

10/04/2019WRC03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta Insurance (“Setanta”) was 
placed into liquidation by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014.  As it was a 
Maltese incorporated company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.

The Deputy will be aware that under the Insurance Act 1964, as amended, monies may only 
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be paid out of the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF), with the approval of the High Court.  

The liquidator of Setanta has informed me that since the last application was submitted in 
November 2018, a further 126 personal injury claims have now been settled and these will be 
included in the next application to the Fund together with a number of  legal costs payments 
and third party property

damage claims.  The latest information from the liquidator estimates that the total value of 
the next tranche will be approximately €8.3 million.  

In relation to when the next payments will be made, the State Claims Agency  have ad-
vised that the preparatory work  on this tranche of payments has now been completed and while 
it was hoped to arrange a court date during April, the court date provided by the High Court 
is the 13 May.  This will allow for the payments to issue towards the end of May or early 
June.  Any individual (or their solicitor) who has queries about their payment should contact the 
liquidator via phone at +353 (0)818 255 255 or via email at iesetanta@deloitte.ie.

10/04/2019WRC03300Financial Services Regulation

10/04/2019WRC0340056. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when legislation to better 
regulate personal contract plans in line with the conclusions from the review of regulation of 
personal contract plans will be introduced; his plans to introduce amending legislation to the 
Consumer Credit Act 1995; his further plans to introduce legislation that will force PCP provid-
ers to be regulated by the Central Bank; if the consumer protection code will be applied to PCP 
providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16909/19]

10/04/2019WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is important to keep the market for the 
provision of financial services under review to ensure that the level of consumer protection con-
tinues to be robust.  In this context, last summer I asked Mr. Michael Tutty to conduct a review 
of the PCP market and regulatory structure and his report was subsequently published by my 
Department in November. That report found that there was currently no evidence of significant 
consumer detriment arising from PCPs but nevertheless it set out a number of conclusions and 
recommendations to help avoid possible problems arising in the future.  Among these it sug-
gested that legal advice should be obtained on, inter alia, the precise legal status of PCPs and on 
the scope and means of ensuring that relevant provisions of the Central Bank Consumer Protec-
tion Code, such as the Code’s provisions on “Knowing the Consumer and Suitability”, should 
apply to the providers of PCP agreements to consumers.

My Department is currently consulting the Office of the Attorney General on these queries 
and it is expected that a response will shortly be received.  When it is to hand and in the light of 
the content of the advice, my Department will then further engage with the Central Bank, the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation and the Competition and Consumer Pro-
tection Commission on the further steps as may be required or desirable, such as the need for 
additional legislation, in order to advance the Tutty Report recommendations.

10/04/2019WRC03600Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

10/04/2019WRC0370057. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the take-up of the key em-
ployee engagement programme in each month since its establishment; the number of compa-
nies that have availed of the scheme in each of these months by multinational companies and 
SME companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16910/19]
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10/04/2019WRC03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): S128F of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997 provides for the Key Employee Engagement Programme (KEEP) which came into effect 
on 1 January 2018. The aim of the incentive is to support SMEs in Ireland in competing with 
larger enterprises to recruit and retain key employees, by way of a targetted share option pro-
gramme. 

I am advised by Revenue that the ‘KEEP 1’ returns in relation to shares issued in 2018, 
which was the first year of the Programme, were due to be filed by 31 March 2019. Returns 
received to date indicate that 38 employees have received shares under the KEEP incentive.  

Due to Revenue’s obligation to maintain taxpayer confidentiality, it does not disclose infor-
mation in circumstances where the number of cases is so small that it might facilitate identi-
fication of the taxpayers involved. For this reason, Revenue cannot provide the level of detail 
requested by the Deputy at this time.

Finally, I would like to make the Deputy aware that I intend to carry out a public consulta-
tion process on the KEEP incentive, which will take place during Q2 2019, and will include all 
relevant stakeholders. It is my intention to ensure that the incentive operates in an efficient and 
effective manner, as a targetted SME support measure.

10/04/2019WRC03900Employment Investment Incentive Scheme Data

10/04/2019WRC0400058. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
for tax relief certificates under the employment and investment incentive scheme in each year 
since its creation and in each month of 2018; the number of applications awaiting processing 
and approval, respectively by the Revenue Commissioners; the average time taken between 
original application and the final approval for tax relief certificates under the scheme in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16911/19]

10/04/2019WRC0410059. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of outstanding 
applications for tax relief certificates under the employment and investment incentive scheme 
awaiting processing and approval by the Revenue Commissioners at the end of each month in 
each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16912/19]

10/04/2019WRC04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 58 
and 59 together.

With regard to the Deputy’s first question on the number of applications for tax relief cer-
tificates under the Employment and Investment Incentive scheme (EII) in each year since its 
creation and in each month of 2018, Revenue have provided me with the following data: 

Table 1: No. of applications for EII Scheme 2012 – 2019

YEAR QUALIFYING COMPANIES
2012 78
2013 190
2014 239
2015 279
2016 261
2017 289
2018 389
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YEAR QUALIFYING COMPANIES
2019 178

Table 2: No. of Applications for EII Scheme 2018

MONTH QUALIFYING COMPANIES
January 45
February 38
March 31
April 38
May 29
June 23
July 25
August 24
September 23
October   59*
November  
December 54

* The number of applications in October/November is combined. The system of recording 
was changed and exact figures for the individual months are not available. 

With regard to the Deputy’s question on the number of applications awaiting processing and 
approval, Revenue have provided me with the following data on the number of applications 
under EII which are currently in progress as of March 2019, the most recent month for which 
data are available. These figures include applications received to date in 2019. 

Table 4: No. of applications for EII Scheme in progress 2019

YEAR QUALIFYING COMPANIES
January 104
February 105
March 102

With regard to the Deputy’s question on the average time taken between original application 
and the final approval, I am advised by Revenue that it is not possible to give an average time 
taken to issue a decision regarding approval or rejection. Applications received have varying 
levels of complexity, some will take longer to carry out the level of examination required than 
others. Equally, where a full application, with all supporting documentation, is received a deci-
sion will issue more quickly than a case where additional information and clarifications must be 
sought.  Currently, over 80% of applications received require follow-on correspondence before 
a determination can issue. 

As the Deputy will be aware, a review of the EII scheme was carried out and substantial 
changes to the operational design of the scheme were implemented in Finance Act 2018.  The 
design of the scheme has been amended such that it may now be claimed in the same was as 
other similar tax reliefs on a self-assessment basis. Accordingly, for all investments in qualify-
ing companies from 1 January 2019 there is no longer a requirement to receive prior certifica-
tion from Revenue. For investments made up to and including 31 December 2018 Revenue 
certification is still required.

With regard to the Deputy’s question on the number of outstanding applications for tax 
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relief certificates under EII awaiting processing and approval by the Revenue Commissioners 
at the end of each month in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, Revenue have 
provided me with the following data:

Table 5: 2016 Total Applications Outstanding

MONTH QUALIFYING COMPANIES
January 29
February 50
March 43
April 29
May 18
June 26
July 18
August 28
September 38
October  65
November 34
December 35

Table 6: 2017 Total Applications Outstanding

MONTH QUALIFYING COMPANIES
January 59
February 52
March 84
April 98
May 76
June 49
July 88
August 164
September 186
October  277
November 189
December 187

Table 7: 2018 Total Applications In Progress 

MONTH QUALIFYING COMPANIES
January 226
February 251
March 261
April 289
May 294
June 281
July 293
August 300
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MONTH QUALIFYING COMPANIES
September 257
October 261
November 124
December 115

I am further advised by Revenue that figures prior to August 2017 (Table 5 and Table 6 
above) represent unworked items only (i.e. where no processing had yet taken place), while those 
after August 2017 include items in respect of which a final answer had not yet issued. There-
fore, a file was not identified as outstanding in July 2017 where correspondence was sent to a 
taxpayer requesting more information and that information was still awaited at the end of the 
month. That file, from August 2017, is identified as an outstanding work item. These changes 
in the recording of the statistics, which allowed for a more accurate representation of the level 
of the work outstanding, account for the large spike in the numbers in the latter part of 2017. 

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is continuing to look at the scheme 
in conjunction with Revenue, and in consultation with other stakeholders, with a view to ensur-
ing that it operates efficiently and effectively.

10/04/2019WRC04300Central Bank of Ireland Reports

10/04/2019WRC0440060. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce legis-
lation to bring accountability to the banking industry in line with the recommendations of the 
Central Bank in section 6A of its report on the culture and behaviour of the main retail banks; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16913/19]

10/04/2019WRC04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, I am on 
record stating that I am committed to increasing individual accountability in the financial sec-
tor. On foot of a request I made to the Governor of the Central Bank for a review of the culture 
and behaviour within the retail banking sector in Ireland, the Behaviour and Culture of the Irish 
Retail Banks report was published in July 2018. 

Since then, officials from my Department have undertaken a detailed analysis of the pro-
posals, which has been informed by extensive discussions with the Central Bank and learnings 
from HM Treasury’s experience of the UK Senior Managers’ Regime as well as other interna-
tional examples.

The officials are now engaging with the Attorney General’s Office to obtain formal legal 
advice on the proposals.

I had previously stated in this House, that I intended to seek Cabinet approval to draft the 
Heads of Bill by the end of Quarter 1 2019.  

However, it has been necessary to adjust this timeline in order to accommodate urgent 
Brexit-related legislation and I expect that it will be some months before the draft Bill/Scheme 
goes to Government with its associated Regulatory Impact Analysis.

10/04/2019WRC04600Capital Expenditure Programme

10/04/2019WRC0470061. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pre-
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committed capital expenditure from 2019 to 2024 or the latest available date as a percentage of 
GDP and in gross terms in tabular form. [16863/19]

10/04/2019WRC04800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Depu-
ty will be aware, the National Development Plan, published last year, demonstrates the Govern-
ment’s commitment to meeting Ireland’s infrastructure and investment requirements over the 
next 10 years, through a total estimated investment of €116 billion over the period to 2027.  In 
2019, capital expenditure of €7.3 billion represents an increase of approximately €1.4 billion or 
24% over the 2018 outturn figure.  

Although the NDP set out gross voted capital expenditure allocations on a Ministerial level 
for the period 2018 – 2022, these figures can only be viewed as indicative allocations and not 
pre-commitments until such time as they are finalised in the Revised Estimates Volume and 
approved in the Dáil through a Vote.  I expect that it will be necessary to make some moderate 
adjustments to the published allocations over the period, however, I believe that any amend-
ments will be modest and will not pose any material effect on Departmental allocations. Thus, 
NDP gives a very clear signal of Government’s long term capital spending plans.

While my Department sets the capital allocations for Departments and the delegated sanc-
tion arrangements under which Departments make their spending decisions, the actual roll-out 
of particular capital projects and programmes is, of course, managed by the individual line De-
partments and their agencies who are responsible for project and programme delivery. 

As the NDP states, each Government Department is responsible for ensuring that its pro-
posed projects meet with appropriate regulatory requirements including those related to plan-
ning law and environmental impact assessments. Departments must also ensure that individual 
projects and investment proposals meet all of the relevant appraisal processes and value-for-
money tests required under the Public Spending Code, before Exchequer resources are ulti-
mately expended on

the relevant projects. Individual Departments also have the obligation to manage any multi-
annual contractual commitments within the terms of their sanction.

10/04/2019WRC04900Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme

10/04/2019WRC0500062. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of applications received from each county under the OPW home relocation scheme 
on foot of the severe flooding of winter 2015 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16868/19]

10/04/2019WRC05100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): On April 11th 2017, the Government agreed the administrative arrangements 
for a once-off Voluntary Homeowners Relocation Scheme for those primary residential proper-
ties that flooded between 4th December, 2015 and 13th January, 2016. This is a national scheme 
of humanitarian assistance, targeting aid at those worst affected properties, for which there are 
no alternative feasible measures. 

The Government decision confirmed that a homeowner had to meet a number of conditions 
to be eligible for assistance under this scheme, including:

- That floodwater entered and damaged the building during or as a result of flooding during 
relevant dates such as to render it uninhabitable.
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- That the property was the homeowner’s primary residence at the time of the floods.

- That the affected property must have a significant probability of the recurrence of the flood 
depth, duration or frequency on a scale that could cause further serious and similar damage to 
the home.

- That the property is not due to or may not benefit from a planned or possible future major, 
minor or individual flood defence scheme.

- That the property may not be protected adequately from being flooded in the future, at an 
economically feasible cost, through other flood mitigation works including minor works, indi-
vidual property protection or other possible measures that can be considered at this time.

- That the homeowner is unable to obtain flood risk insurance.

A total of 169 properties were identified by the local authorities and the direct Expressions 
of Interest as being potentially eligible to apply. Following an initial assessment of these that 
included meetings with individual families 

- 12 properties are being protected with engineering solutions, funded by the Minor Works 
Scheme and/or the Remedial Works Scheme funded by the Voluntary Homeowners Relocation 
Scheme.

- 28 properties are being considered for an engineering solution including Remedial Works 
under this scheme. If no engineering solution is identified these homeowners will revert to in-
dividual consideration under the scheme, 

- 38 were invited to apply for the scheme. 

The balance are properties that are being or will be protected by major flood defence schemes 
or in a small number of cases people who did not engage with the voluntary scheme. 

The overall number of homes currently under consideration for the Scheme is relatively low 
which presents a risk that individual homeowners could be identified by providing data on a 
County level.  For that reason, it is not possible to provide figures at County level as requested 
by the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRC05200Office of Public Works

10/04/2019WRC0530063. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 93 of 6 March 2019, if a site visit has taken place; if a decision 
has been made on an application to remove a burden on the lands of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16899/19]

10/04/2019WRC05400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that an Office of Public Works (OPW) Property Manager visited 
the site in March 2019.  The application to remove the burden on the lands of the person referred 
to by the Deputy is currently being considered by my officials and a decision will issue shortly.

10/04/2019WRC05500Office of Public Works Properties

10/04/2019WRC0560064. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the posi-
tion regarding the use of a building (details supplied) by the OPW; his plans to transfer owner-
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ship to a public body; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16900/19]

10/04/2019WRC05700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that there are no plans, at 
this time, to transfer the property to another public body.

Following the closure of the Garda station on Roche’s Road, Wexford on the 22nd Septem-
ber 2017 the Office of Public Works (OPW) sought alternative State use for the property.

There is no Central Government requirement for accommodation in the former Garda Sta-
tion and no alternative State requirement for the property has materialised following engage-
ment with Wexford County Council, the Health Service Executive and Tusla.

The OPW had agreed to enter into a lease arrangement with the Wexford Rape and Sexual 
Abuse Support Service for the part of the property known as the Sergeant’s quarters.  However, 
the Wexford Rape and Sexual Abuse Support Service advised the OPW on the 19th February 
2019 that they were to be provided with alternative accommodation in Wexford and no longer 
required the Sergeant’s Quarters.

Wexford Community Services Council who currently occupy the adjoining property have 
also expressed an interest in acquiring the former Garda station property.  They are conducting 
a review of the property to establish if it can meet their needs, subject to the costs of refurbish-
ment.

If the Wexford Community Services Council decide not to proceed with acquiring the prop-
erty, the OPW will again establish if there is any alternative State use for the property prior to 
disposing of it on the open market.

10/04/2019WRD00200Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

10/04/2019WRD0030065. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of contractors that have tendered for the new State forensics laboratory at Backweston, 
Celbridge, County Kildare, by the closing date for tenders of 29 March 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16916/19]

10/04/2019WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is managing the delivery of the new Foren-
sic Science Laboratory at the Backweston campus.

The Deputy should be aware that enabling works for Forensic Science Ireland that com-
menced in October 2017 have now been completed.

However, due to recent changes in international forensic laboratory standards, the merging 
of the Garda Technical Bureau with Forensic Science Ireland and changes to staff numbers, it 
was necessary to add further material to the tender documentation. The issues involved, relate 
primarily to laboratory interior finishes and mechanical and electrical adjustments.  

 On completion of this examination it was possible to re-invite tenders from the shortlist 
of building contractors for the new State Forensics Laboratory in Q4 2018 with a closing date 
for submissions of 29 March 2019. Due to the complex nature of this project it was necessary 
to extend the tender return date until May 2019.  Tender assessment will then take place dur-
ing Q3 2019. On completion of the assessment and following the statutory standstill period it 
is envisaged that construction could commence in Q3/4 2019. When the construction contract 
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for the main building is placed, the estimated construction period is 24 months followed by a 
validation and test period prior to occupation.

10/04/2019WRD00500Public Sector Staff Retirements

10/04/2019WRD0060066. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the mea-
sures and age extension in the Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018 
will apply to semi-State workers going forward, specifically to employees at RTÉ; if there are 
proposals to extend the measure to other workers in other sectors; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16966/19]

10/04/2019WRD00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In my role as 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, I have statutory responsibility for the terms and 
conditions of public servants only.  Employees of commercial State bodies, such as RTÉ, are not 
public servants.  The terms and conditions, including compulsory retirement age, of employees 
of commercial State bodies (other than the Chief Executive Officer), are generally a matter for 
the body concerned and I have no direct input in relation to those terms and conditions.

10/04/2019WRD00800University Status Applications

10/04/2019WRD0090067. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of plans 
for university status to be conferred on institutes of technology and in particular upon Athlone 
Institute of Technology; the timescale envisaged for such development; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16788/19]

10/04/2019WRD01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The process for the establish-
ment of additional universities is provided for in Section 9 of the Universities Act 1997. There 
are currently 8 universities in the State, the most recent being the establishment of Technologi-
cal University Dublin under the Technological Universities Act 2018 on 1 January 2019.  The 
National Strategy for Higher Education to 2030 states that there is no case for the establish-
ment of any new universities in Ireland on the basis set out in Section 9 of the Universities Act 
1997.  The National Strategy states that smaller, stand-alone institutions such as individual 
Institutes of Technology (IoTs) lack the scale required to deliver necessary advances in qual-
ity and efficiency. Universities and IoTs are encouraged to work together collaboratively in 
regional clusters. 

The strategy also recommended consolidation within the IoT sector and a pathway of evolu-
tion for consolidated IoTs to allow them to demonstrate significant progress against stated per-
formance criteria and to become multi-campus technological universities (TUs). Government 
policy as set out in the Programme for Government is to support the creation of TUs as higher 
education institutes (HEIs) of sufficient size, capacity and critical mass to have a significant im-
pact at regional, national and international level. These regional HEIs will have greater links to 
industry and will have an enormous impact on the capacity to create and retain jobs in regions. 
As such, Government will prioritise those institutions which have clear ambitions and plans for 
the furthering of industry-relevant technological research and education. 

The Government has provided the enabling legislation in the Technological Universities Act 
2018 for two or more IoTs to come together to seek TU status. The Technological Universities 
Act 2018 which was signed into law on 19 March 2018 provides the legal framework underpin-
ning the process for establishment by two or more IoTs as a TU subject to a decision-making 
process contingent on the meeting of specified eligibility criteria and including assessment by 
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an international advisory panel. The 2018 Act also sets out the functions and governance re-
quirements for these new HEIs. Section 29 of the 2018 Act provides for the application jointly 
by two or more institutes to the Minister of Education and Skills for an order seeking designa-
tion as a TU. Section 38 of the Act provides that an institution and an established TU may also 
apply to the Minister for such an order.

Government also continues to support those consortia of IoTs seeking to achieve TU status 
under the legislation in terms of significant Exchequer co-funding, with the latest funding call 
for a total of €14 million in respect of TU development and other higher education landscape 
restructuring projects having issued from the Higher Education Authority on 29 March 2019. 

The potential benefits of becoming a successful TU are significant in terms of increased 
reach, international recognition, research capacity building, FDI attraction, skills retention and 
creation, regional development, enhanced staff and student experience and opportunities and 
socio-economic progression. The merging of institutes of technology will create institutions of 
sufficient size, capacity and critical mass to maximise those benefits and attract greater invest-
ment. 

TUs will be distinguished by a mission and ethos that is aligned and consistent with the cur-
rent mission and focus of IoTs with an emphasis on programmes at Levels 6 to 8 on the National 
Framework of Qualifications (NFQ), industry focused research and the development and use of 
new knowledge through industry-focused research. However, TUs will also offer post-graduate 
programmes at Levels 9 and 10 on the NFQ. 

TUs will help retain talent in the regions by strengthening the offer available to students 
who will be able to continue to masters and postgraduate level, including PhDs. Larger man-
agement and academic teams permitted by the merger of institutions will increase institutional 
capacity and will facilitate enhanced performance in areas such as winning research funding. 

TUs will also be expected to play a pivotal role in facilitating access and progression par-
ticularly through relationships with the further education and training sector. The presence of a 
technological university in a region, with a specific mandate for promoting regional develop-
ment, will have a transformative effect on local and regional communities. By creating institu-
tions of increased scale and capacity, multi-campus TUs will bring greater social and economic 
benefits to their regions through a strengthened role in research and innovation and the delivery 
of a broad range of high quality education and training in each of their campuses. 

It is clear from the progress made with existing consortia and from international exemplars 
that there is very considerable coherence in sectoral and educational offerings that make a 
single HEI hub both a catalyst and a magnet for regional economic development and employ-
ment. The strong regional mission of TUs to support development and innovation is aligned 
with the objectives of Project Ireland 2040: National Planning Framework. Enhanced HEIs will 
deliver the skilled and talented people that sustain enterprise and new investments.   The Na-
tional Development Plan 2018 - 2027 cites as a priority the establishment of a clearly prioritised 
Exchequer-supported higher education building programme including the objective of bolster-
ing the capacity of multi-campus TUs. The current TU development consortia are referenced 
under Project Ireland 2040 as having a role in deepening the talent pool for distinctive regional 
clusters and driving research and innovation. TUs will also be well placed to attract increased 
research funding and to bid for a share of the €4 billion in funding available as part of Project 
Ireland 2040 over the period 2019 – 2027 under the four broad themes of rural development, 
urban development, climate action and disruptive technology. 

On 1 January 2019 the first TU in the State, Technological University Dublin, which for-
merly comprised Dublin Institute of Technology, Institute of Technology Blanchardstown and 
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Institute of Technology Tallaght, was established under the Technological Universities Act 
2018. With some 28,000 students, Technological University Dublin became the largest HEI in 
the State. 

On 12 February 2019 the Munster Technological University consortium, comprising Cork 
IT and IT Tralee, submitted an application to the Minister for Education and Skills seeking TU 
status under the 2018 Act. The relevant legislative procedures under the Act are in train in rela-
tion to the assessment and decision- making process in relation to this application. 

There are two other consortia of IoTs working to develop TU proposals. These are the Tech-
nological University for South East Ireland consortium, comprising Waterford IT and IT Car-
low, and the Connacht Ulster Alliance, comprising IT Sligo, Galway Mayo IT and Letterkenny 
IT. These consortia are understood to be working toward the submission of applications for TU 
designation under the 2018 Act in 2019 and 2020, respectively.

Currently four IoTs - Athlone, Dundalk and Limerick - and the Dun Laoghaire Institute of 
Art Design and Technology - have not joined or formed a consortium seeking to develop TU 
proposals. Athlone IoT had previously considered joining a TU development consortium but to 
date has not chosen to do so.

It remains at the discretion of each individual IoT whether or not it chooses to join an exist-
ing consortium, or to form a new consortium, of institutes to progress together towards making 
an application for TU status under the 2018 Act.  It is also a matter for the relevant IoTs in a 
consortium to lead on the progression of their plans to seek designation as a TU under the Tech-
nological Universities Act 2018 subject to their individual circumstances.

10/04/2019WRD01100School Patronage

10/04/2019WRD0120068. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans in respect of 
access to a new school (details supplied); and if he will meet a representative group of parents 
from the Dublin 8 and 12 areas. [16794/19]

10/04/2019WRD01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that I met with the Group in question on the 13th of February and we had a very con-
structive and informative meeting and I would like to thank the Group for the information they 
presented to me at the meeting.  

As the Deputy will be aware, in November 2016, I announced the patronage of a new 1,000 
pupil post-primary school to be established in 2018 to serve the Dublin South City Centre 
area. This new school, which will be a co-educational, multi-denominational school under the 
patronage of Educate Together, will serve the Dublin _8 school planning area, along with the 
Dublin 2_Dublin 4 and Dublin 6_Clonskeagh school planning areas as a regional solution.  

More recently, in April 2018, I announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools 
over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including new post-primary schools for areas adjacent 
to Dublin 8 and Dublin 12 as follows: 

- new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2020 as a regional solution to 
serve the Dublin 6_Clonskeagh and Dublin_6W school planning areas. 

- new 600 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2021 to serve the Dublin 2_Dublin 
4 school planning area.
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These new schools will further reduce pressure on schools in the adjacent school planning 
areas, including the Dublin 8 and 12 areas. 

A patronage process, which will be open to all patron bodies, will be run by my Depart-
ment to decide who will operate these schools.  All new schools established since 2011 to meet 
demographic demand are required to prioritise pupil applications from within the designated 
school planning area(s) which the school was established to serve.  This does not preclude 
schools from enrolling pupils from outside of the designated school planning area where they 
have sufficient places. 

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will 
have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

The existing schools in the Dublin 8 and Dublin 12 areas have significant current capacity to 
accommodate demand in the area at present. I understand that City of Dublin ETB and Educate 
Together have started discussions in relation to possible partnerships with a view to Educate To-
gether involvement at second level in existing schools in both the Dublin 12 and Dublin 7 areas.

10/04/2019WRD01400Emergency Works Scheme Funding

10/04/2019WRD0150069. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an application for funding by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16802/19]

10/04/2019WRD01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that the Depart-
ment has received an application from the school referred to by the Deputy for the provision of 
additional accommodation. This application is currently under assessment.

The school has also applied for funding under the Emergency Works scheme. Its applica-
tions in this respect have been refused as being outside the terms of the Scheme. However, I 
can inform the Deputy that projects of this type may be appropriate for delivery via the Sum-
mer Works Scheme. It is open to the school authority to apply for Summer Works funding when 
the scheme opens for applications. I refer the Deputy to my announcement on 29th March 
last in that respect.

10/04/2019WRD01700School Patronage

10/04/2019WRD0180070. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason Skerries as 
the first choice of locality to divest schools changed to Malahide, Kinsealy and Portmarnock; 
and the basis for same. [16814/19]

10/04/2019WRD0190071. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the survey 
given to some parents of preschoolers in relation to the divestment of a school in the Malahide, 
Kinsealy and Portmarnock areas; the results of the survey; and the location the data collected 
from the survey has been documented. [16815/19]

10/04/2019WRD0200072. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department sent 
guidelines under which a person (details supplied) is to operate in gathering data from each 
of the schools and from parents of children in the school in relation to the divestment of a 
school in the Malahide, Kinsealy and Portmarnock areas; and if so, the guidelines in this regard. 
[16816/19]
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10/04/2019WRD0210073. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process or proce-
dure for the possible divestment in the school in relation to the divestment of a school in the 
Malahide, Kinsealy and Portmarnock areas. [16817/19]

10/04/2019WRD0220074. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the person or body that 
decided that a vote by parents is the deciding factor for selecting which school is to be divested 
in the school in relation to the divestment of a school in the Malahide, Kinsealy and Portmar-
nock areas; if the vote by parents is the deciding factor; and if there is a majority vote per school 
or if there is a target vote to achieve. [16818/19]

10/04/2019WRD0230075. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has, in an attempt 
to divest a Catholic school, outsourced the decision making power for doing so to the Catholic 
Church. [16819/19]

10/04/2019WRD0240076. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the person or body that 
has the decision making power to divest one of the eight schools as nominated in relation to the 
divestment of a school in the Malahide, Kinsealy and Portmarnock areas. [16820/19]

10/04/2019WRD0250077. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in the event 
parents veto a divestment in each of the schools in relation to the divestment of a school in the 
Malahide, Kinsealy and Portmarnock areas. [16821/19]

10/04/2019WRD0260078. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason parents that 
have exercised their constitutional rights are now being undermined in those choices (details 
supplied). [16822/19]

10/04/2019WRD0270079. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a public 
consultation process on the matter of the divestment of a school in the Malahide, Kinsealy and 
Portmarnock areas in the wider context on a national level. [16823/19]

10/04/2019WRD0280080. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on whether 
parents when choosing a school (details supplied) for their children had a legitimate expecta-
tion that their children would complete their education under the Catholic ethos in their national 
language. [16824/19]

10/04/2019WRD0290081. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on whether 
by permitting one vote per parent they are discriminating against children with only one parent 
or in circumstances in which two parents have more than one child insofar as each child is not 
receiving equal representation; and his further views on whether it is more appropriate that a 
parent or legal guardian of each child shall be entitled to represent each child individually in 
order that each child is represented in their own right. [16825/19]

10/04/2019WRD03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 70 to 81, inclusive, together.

The Deputy has raised a number of questions on the consultation undertaken by representa-
tives of the Dublin Archdiocese with schools under Catholic patronage in the Malahide/Port-
marnock area of Dublin.  I will address these, prior to outlining the Schools Reconfiguration for 
Diversity process. 

My Department understands that a representative of the Archdiocese of Dublin wrote to 
schools in the Portmarnock, Malahide, Kinsealy and Yellow Walls areas on 5 April last in rela-
tion to the consultation that had been undertaken by the Archdiocese with a number of schools 
under its patronage in these areas.  I understand that this correspondence indicates that any vote 
which may have been planned by the schools involved should be postponed, pending the pub-
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lication of the Identification Phase report for this area as part of the Schools Reconfiguration 
for Diversity process. My Department intends to publish the Identification Phase reports in the 
first half of this year.

For clarity, I wish to confirm that in relation to the phase 1 pilot areas, including Malahide/
Portmarnock, the Implementation Phase of the process has not yet commenced.  

Prior to the letter issuing on the 5th of April, I understand that representatives of the Dublin 
Archdiocese had been holding meetings with a number of primary schools under their pa-
tronage in the Malahide and Portmarnock area to provide information to them on the Schools 
Reconfiguration for Diversity process.  Letters/leaflets received by parents were not based on 
information provided by my Department.  These letters and leaflets contained incorrect infor-
mation which led to unnecessary confusion. At no stage did the Department seek to impose any 
artificial deadline on this process  and there has never been a requirement for any transfer of 
patronage to take place in September 2019.

Transfer of patronage and consultation with school communities on Reconfiguration is a 
matter for the current patron (i.e. the Dublin Archdiocesan representatives in the case of the 
schools under Catholic patronage in Malahide and Portmarnock) in the first instance.  Any con-
cerns or views that parents have in relation to such events should be discussed with the school 
patron. My Department, as part of this process, is not involved in the selection of any school 
for reconfiguration. 

In relation to the Schools Reconfiguration process, as Deputies are aware, the Programme 
for Government includes a commitment of reaching 400 multi-/non-denominational schools 
in Ireland by the year 2030. The Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity Process is aimed at as-
sisting in achieving this target by transferring existing schools from denominational to multi-/
non-denominational patronage in line with the wishes of the school community. 

The process is composed of two separate and distinct phases - the Identification Phase and 
the subsequent Implementation Phase. The first Identification Phase of the phase 1 pilot process 
is nearing completion for 16 initial areas nationwide.

 Identification Phase

In the Identification Phase, each of the country’s 16 Education and Training Boards (ETBs) 
have selected an initial pilot area within their district where they consider, based on census data 
and local knowledge, there is likely to be an oncoming demand for more diversity of patronage 
within the local educational provision. Dublin and Dún Laoghaire ETB, while initially having 
selected Skerries, subsequently revised its selection to Malahide and Portmarnock. 

Surveys of parents of pre-school children have been carried out in these areas by the rel-
evant City/County Childcare Committee on behalf of the ETBs. Template documents were 
supplied in relation to the surveys. ETBs, having analysed the survey results, then draw up 
comprehensive reports detailing the outcomes of the surveys in relation to each of the 16 pilot 
areas. This forms the basis of discussions with the most prevalent patron/landowner in the area, 
which is the Catholic Bishop or Archbishop in most cases, concerning the transfer of patronage 
of an existing school(s) to meet that demand. 

The response of the Bishop to any identified oncoming demand for greater diversity of 
school patronage in the area is included in the report prepared by the ETB, for submission to 
my Department, which will publish the reports on its website, www.education.ie. Not all of the 
Identification Phase reports from these 16 initial areas have been finalised. It is envisaged that 
the reports will be published in the first half of this year. 
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Implementation Phase

Following the publication of the first round of reports, it is intended that the Schools Recon-
figuration for Diversity process will move into the Implementation Phase.

It is intended that the Implementation Phase would involve the existing patron of the major-
ity of schools in each area, i.e., the relevant Catholic Archbishop or Bishop, consulting with 
their local school communities on accommodating the oncoming demand for a greater diversity 
of patronage among the schools in their area. 

In the Implementation Phase, the existing patron (the Catholic Archbishop/Bishop), would 
identify a school to transfer to a multi-denominational or non-denominational patron (where the 
Identification Phase report has shown a viable level of demand for greater diversity of patron-
age). 

 The process envisages that the identification of a new multi-denominational or non-denom-
inational patron should reflect the wishes of parents and the school community.  It will be up 
to the relevant school patron (i.e. the Catholic Archbishop/Bishop) to discuss with their school 
communities the choices that could be made.  

 It is also envisaged that the existing patron would provide information to parents on the 
multi-denominational/non-denominational options available and engage in a consultative pro-
cess with the school community.   For example, the existing patron may wish to arrange a meet-
ing where prospective patrons could provide information to the school community. 

 Draft protocols for the Implementation Phase are at an advanced stage of development and 
consultation with Catholic Church representatives is ongoing. 

I recently had a very constructive meeting with Irish Episcopal Conference representatives 
in relation to a number of matters including Reconfiguration. The Bishops reiterated their com-
mitment to the Reconfiguration process. Further engagement is planned in this regard and I look 
forward to working positively with the Bishops on this matter in a spirit of continued partner-
ship.

There are also a number of instances where school communities directly engaged their 
patron and sought a transfer of patronage to a multi-denominational patron.  For example, the 
‘early movers’ provision fast-tracks patronage reassignment.  The first ‘early mover’ reconfigu-
ration has successfully taken place, with Two-Mile Community National School in Kerry open-
ing in September 2017.  Any school which is seeking a transfer of patronage under the “early 
movers” provision should contact their school patron directly.

10/04/2019WRD04200Legislative Measures

10/04/2019WRD0430082. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Office 
of the Information Commissioner was consulted by his officials when drafting the Retention of 
Records Bill 2019. [16826/19]

10/04/2019WRD0440083. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Data 
Protection Commission was consulted by his officials when drafting the Retention of Records 
Bill 2019. [16827/19]

10/04/2019WRD04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 82 and 83 together.
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The Retention of Records Bill 2019, currently before Dáil Éireann, provides for the reten-
tion of the records of the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse, the Residential Institutions 
Redress Board and the Residential Institutions Redress Review Committee.  Under the legisla-
tion establishing these bodies the bulk of their records would, on the dissolution of those bod-
ies, fall to be destroyed. The records held by these bodies represent the personal testimony and 
stories of many survivors of residential institutional child abuse and a range of related papers.   
This information was provided by these survivors on the understanding that the records would 
be destroyed.  I believe that these historically important but extremely sensitive records should 
not be destroyed but should be retained so as to ensure that future generations will be aware 
of and understand what happened in institutions and out of respect to the victims who came 
forward. 

The legislation under which the three bodies in question currently operate restricts the ap-
plication of the provisions of the Freedom of Information Acts and the Data Protection Act. The 
Retention of Records Bill provides for the continuation of that dis-application in the case of the 
Freedom of Information Act. If the Bill is enacted and the records are transferred to the National 
Archives, further processing will be for archiving purposes and the provisions of section 61 of 
the Data Protection Act 2018 will therefore apply.

The proposals contained in the Bill were the subject of normal consultations with other 
Government departments both at the time the General Scheme of the Bill was finalised in early 
2015 and more recently when the text of the Bill was approved for publication.  I can confirm 
that informal discussions took place with the Data Protection Commissioner.  

10/04/2019WRD04700School Transport Eligibility

10/04/2019WRD0480084. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue on a school transport application by a person (details supplied) which is under review 
since October 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16829/19]

10/04/2019WRD04900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are generally eligible for school transport where they meet the 
Department’s criteria and are attending the nearest recognised school that is resourced to meet 
their special educational needs.

Eligibility for school transport is determined following consultation with the National Coun-
cil for Special Education through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers. 

The child in question is not eligible for school transport as he is not attending the nearest 
school that is resourced to meet his educational needs. 

Children who are not eligible for school transport, may be able to avail of transport on a 
concessionary basis subject to a number of conditions including the availability of spare seats 
on an existing service. The family in question should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office 
if they wish to avail of transport on a concessionary basis.
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The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis. 

10/04/2019WRE00200Schools Amalgamation

10/04/2019WRE0030085. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made on 
the amalgamation of schools (details supplied) since it was included on the school capital build-
ing plan in 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16835/19]

10/04/2019WRE00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a proj-
ect for the schools to which he refers is included in my Department’s building programme to 
be delivered as part of the National Development Plan (NDP) 6-Year Construction Programme. 

In the context of progressing the building project, my Department intends undertaking a 
technical site visit to the schools in question. My Department has been engaging with the school 
authorities relating to the preparatory work associated with the site visit and will be in further 
in this regard shortly. 

10/04/2019WRE00500School Transport Data

10/04/2019WRE0060086. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of privately 
owned large public service vehicles operating school contracts for Bus Éireann on behalf of 
his Department which failed the third party inspection process on first and second inspection, 
respectively by county of operation each year since 2017. [16849/19]

10/04/2019WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The level of detailed information requested is not readily available; I have asked Bus Éire-
ann to respond directly to the Deputy when the figures are compiled.  

10/04/2019WRE00800School Placement

10/04/2019WRE0090087. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied). [16850/19]

10/04/2019WRE01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The selection and enrolment 
of pupils in schools is the responsibility of the authorities of the individual school. My Depart-
ment’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all 
pupils seeking school places in an area.  However, this may result in some pupils’ not obtaining 
a place in the school of their first choice. As schools may not have a place for every applicant, 
a selection process may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which 
it is based must be non-discriminatory, and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. 

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to 
the Secretary General of my Department or, - in the case of an Education and Training Board 
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(ETB) school, - to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a 
person acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school, expels a student, or 
suspends a student for 20 or more days in any school year. My Department has no authority to 
compel a school to admit a pupil, except in the case of an appeal under section 29 of the Educa-
tion Act, 1998 being upheld. 

Application forms for taking a section 29 appeal are available on this Departments website 
at the following link :

http://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Appeal-against-Permanent-Exclusion-Sus-
pension-or-Refusal-to-Enrol/Section-29-Appeals-Application-Form.doc,

or by contacting Section 29 Administration Unit, Friars Mill Road, Mullingar, Co. West-
meath, phone 0761 108588.

The Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency (TUSLA) is the 
statutory agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school 
place for their child. The EWS can be contacted at Educational Welfare Service, Child and Fam-
ily Agency, Floors 2-5, Brunel Building, Heuston South Quarter, Dublin 8, phone 01-7718633. 

10/04/2019WRE01100National Educational Psychological Service Staff

10/04/2019WRE0120088. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a psychologist 
will be assigned to a school (details supplied) under the National Educational Psychological 
Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16852/19]

10/04/2019WRE01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can inform the Deputy that 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educational 
psychological support to all primary and post-primary schools nationally. This involves direct 
support in the event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and devel-
opment work to build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for 
responses to queries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist 
or through the Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS is organised in eight Regions with and including some 23 offices nationally provid-
ing service to the schools in their respective catchment areas. All mainstream schools in Co. 
Kildare receive a service from NEPS psychologists based in the Naas Office.

NEPS recruits its psychologists from Regional panels of suitably qualified personnel put in 
place by the Public Appointments Service (PAS) following a national recruitment competition. 
These panels were replenished following such a competition in early September 2018. 

There were four vacant psychologist posts in the Naas Office were offered to the panelists 
available through this recruitment process but unfortunately only two candidates were forth-
coming for that location.

The panels created in September are now depleted and, following discussions with PAS, 
a new national competition will be announced very shortly from which new panels will be 
formed. It is envisaged that existing vacancies, including those remaining in the Naas Office, 
will be filled and personnel in place in this regard by the beginning of the coming academic 
year. 

In the interim schools affected in relation to these vacancies will continue to have service 
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provided as heretofore this year as described above, with pupil assessment needs being pro-
vided by private practitioners through the SCPA scheme, including the school mentioned in the 
Deputy’s question.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRE01400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

10/04/2019WRE0150089. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills when additional 
SNA resources will be assigned to a school (details supplied) as requested by the school prin-
cipal from the NCSE on behalf of a person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16853/19]

10/04/2019WRE01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie  , in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

10/04/2019WRE01700School Transport

10/04/2019WRE0180090. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the audited 
accounts for the school transport system have been published for each year from 2015; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16861/19]

10/04/2019WRE01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

On an annual basis, Bus Éireann provides my Department with  an independent auditor’s 
report on the Bus Éireann School Transport Scheme Statement of Account. 

The 2015 report is available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.    The 2016 
and 2017 reports will be published on my Department’s website shortly. 
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10/04/2019WRE02000School Patronage

10/04/2019WRE0210091. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will consider 
the options for a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16902/19]

10/04/2019WRE02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has re-
viewed the correspondence received from the Deputy in this regard.  I welcome that parents are 
coming together to explore how greater choice can be provided for parents of primary school 
children in this area.  

Separately to the main Schools Reconfiguration process, the ‘early movers’ provision of the 
process can fast-track patronage reassignment where school communities choose to directly 
engage their patron and seek a transfer of patronage to a multi-denominational patron. The 
first ‘early mover’ reconfiguration has successfully taken place, with Two-Mile Community 
National School in Kerry opening in September 2017.  

Any school which is seeking a transfer of patronage under the “early movers” provision 
should contact their school patron directly.

As the Deputy will be aware,  Kenmare-Sneem is one of the 16 initial areas nationwide 
which is part of the phase 1 pilot of the Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity process.

The Schools Reconfiguration process is a new process aimed at increasing the number of 
multi- and non-denominational schools, by transferring existing schools from denominational 
to multi-/non-denominational patronage in line with the wishes of the school community. The 
initial rollout of this process is nearing completion of the Identification Phase in 16 areas. In the 
case of Kerry ETB, the area selected is Kenmare-Sneem. 

The Identification Phase seeks to identify the level of oncoming demand for more diversity 
of patronage within the local educational provision, and surveys of parents of pre-school chil-
dren have been carried out in these areas by the relevant City/County Childcare Committee on 
behalf of the ETBs. ETBs, having analysed the survey results, then draw up comprehensive re-
ports detailing the outcomes of the surveys in relation to each of the 16 pilot areas. The response 
of the local Bishop to any identified oncoming demand for greater diversity of school patronage 
in the area is included in the report prepared by the ETB.  

As it currently stands, most of the Identification Phase reports from these 16 initial areas 
have been finalised and it is envisaged that the reports will be published by the Department in 
the first half of this year on its website,   www.education.ie.

Following the publication of the first round of reports, it is intended that the Schools Recon-
figuration for Diversity process will move into the Implementation Phase, which will be led by 
the existing patron (the Catholic Archbishop/Bishop). In the Implementation Phase, the exist-
ing patron would identify a school to transfer to a multi-denominational or non-denominational 
patron (where the Identification Phase report has shown a viable level of demand for greater 
diversity of patronage). 

The process envisages that the identification of a new multi-denominational or non-denom-
inational patron should reflect the wishes of parents and the school community.   

10/04/2019WRE02300School Curriculum
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10/04/2019WRE0240092. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the elements of 
the secondary school curriculum which specifically pertain to personal financial literacy; if this 
is compulsory or voluntary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16908/19]

10/04/2019WRE02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Financial literacy is explored 
through a number of curricular subjects across post primary education. 

Junior Cycle

More generally, statement of Learning 14 in the Framework for Junior Cycle (https://www.
ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/framework-for-junior-cycle) states that the student: 

Makes informed financial decisions and develops good consumer skills

Junior Cycle Mathematics

The revised Junior Cycle syllabus exposes the students to a range of topics relating to finan-
cial literacy:

In Junior Certificate, students learn about: 

- Solving problems involving mobile phone tariffs, currency transactions, shopping (bills), 
Value Added Tax and meter readings 

- Making value judgements for money calculations (expenditure and savings) 

- Using ratio and proportion to conduct currency calculations.

More specifically students should be able to: 

- At Ordinary Level and Higher Level, solve problems involving profit and loss; %profit (on 
the cost price), Discount (%discount), selling price, compound interest (for no more than three 
compounding periods), income tax (standard rate only) and net pay 

- At Higher Level only, solve problems that involve cost price selling price, discount , mark 
up, (profit as a % of the selling price) compound interest, income tax and net pay (including 
other deductions) 

Junior Cycle Business Studies 

In Junior Cycle Business Studies, there are three strands of study: Personal Finance, Enter-
prise and Our Economy. 

Personal finance focuses on students developing a set of skills, knowledge and values that 
allows them to make informed decisions to effectively and responsibly manage their financial 
resources.

Enterprise encourages students to identify opportunities and turn them into practical and tar-
geted activities within business and wider society through the development and application of 
their understanding, skills and values. It develops students’ basic understanding of the financial, 
marketing and operational functions of an organisation. 

Our economy enables students to understand the dynamic relationship between the local, 
national and international economic situation. It develops students’ ability to identify and un-
derstand basic economic concepts as they relate to personal finance, enterprise and the Irish 
economy.
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Financial literacy skills are developed throughout Strand 1 but also are integrated into Strand 
2 and 3, where students apply financial literacy skills developed in Strand 1 to enterprises (busi-
nesses) and to the economy.

Junior Cycle Home Economics

Financial literacy is also covered in the subject of Home Economics at Junior Cycle and 
Senior Cycle. In Junior Cycle Home Economics, students are enabled to:  

- apply consumer decision-making skills in the management of personal, family and house-
hold resources for everyday living  

- debate consumers’ rights and responsibilities 

- examine how consumers are protected in Ireland by legislation, statutory and non-statutory 
agencies apply financial literacy skills in the preparation and evaluation of a budget for inde-
pendent living

Senior Cycle Mathematics

In the Leaving Certificate, students should be able to: 

- At Ordinary Level and Higher Level, solve problems that involve calculating cost price, 
selling price, loss, discount, mark up (profit as a % of cost price), margin (profit as a % of sell-
ing price) compound interest, depreciation(reducing balance method), income tax and net pay 
(including other deductions) 

- At Higher Level only, apply the mathematics of geometric progressions to calculating 
repayments for amortised loans and problems relating to savings (future and present values) 

- It is also worth noting that in the context and applications approach to the new syllabuses 
other sections of the course (strands 4 and 5 in particular)are brought to bear in solving prob-
lems involving finance and as a result students are given  a rich repository of approaches to 
solving the  everyday and very important problems. 

- The learning outcomes at Foundation Level are virtually identical to those at Ordinary 
Level in the Junior Cycle

Senior Cycle Accounting

Accounting is concerned with the preparation, recording, extraction, presentation and anal-
ysis of financial information for the purpose of making economic decisions. The subject has a 
dual role in education in that it has both a practical and theoretical aspect. Accounting equips 
students with a specific language and techniques relevant to many areas of everyday financial, 
business and social life.

Senior Cycle Economics

A new Economics specification has been developed for implementation in September 
2019.  It includes learning outcomes relating to the demand and supply of money, creation of 
credit, interest rates and regulation in the financial markets. 

Senior Cycle Business

Household and business manager-learning outcomes - Aspects of finance include: basic 
cash flow, main sources of finance, cost of finance, current account, and applying for a loan.
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Business development-learning outcomes- main sources of finance available for business 
start-up. Using skills for business-learning outcomes-explanation of the relevance of economic 
indicators such as inflation, employment rates, and interest rates. Economic growth, national 
income and national debt for individuals and the economy.

Leaving Certificate Applied

A number of units in LCA Mathematical Applications focus on the development of financial 
literacy. 

10/04/2019WRE02600School Accommodation Provision

10/04/2019WRE0270093. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if officials from 
his Department will carry out a site visit to a school (details supplied) in County Kerry to view 
the conditions of the school and need for a new school; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16914/19]

10/04/2019WRE02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school in question submitted an application for major capital funding to my Depart-
ment to construct a new school building. Given the need to meet demographic growth, projects 
identified in my Department’s capital programme to be delivered as part of the National De-
velopment Plan (NDP) will remain the focus of my Department’s budget for the coming years.

However, should enrolment numbers justify the appointment of an additional mainstream 
teacher in the school referred to by the Deputy, it is open to the school authority to submit an 
application under my Department’s Additional School accommodation Scheme.

10/04/2019WRE02900Schools Building Projects Status

10/04/2019WRE0300094. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 208 of 26 February 2019, if there has been further progress in progress-
ing this capital project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16919/19]

10/04/2019WRE03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Officials from my Department 
have recently been in contact with the school authorities in relation to the proposed building 
project.

 In this regard, my Department is currently finalising the project brief with the aim of pro-
gressing the project into the architectural planning process.  My Department will be in direct 
contact with the school when this process has been finalised.

10/04/2019WRE03200School Staff

10/04/2019WRE0330095. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
when approval will be granted for the appointment of an extra teacher at a school (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16961/19]

10/04/2019WRE03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor for 
determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
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schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. 

The Small Schools appeal criterion allows schools with 4 teachers or less to appeal on the 
basis of projected enrolment for the coming September.  In the case of the school referred to 
by the Deputy, a projected enrolment of 84 for September 2019 is required to fulfil the appeal 
criteria. Details of the appeal process and application form are available in Circular 0019/2019, 
“Staffing Arrangements in Primary Schools for the 2019/20 School Year”, which is published 
on the Department website.  The next meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board will be 
held in June and the closing date for the submission of applications will be published on the 
Department website shortly.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

10/04/2019WRE03500Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

10/04/2019WRE0360096. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of fund-
ing regarding Caranua; the funding received by Caranua; the funding yet to be received; the 
number of survivors awaiting payment for services; when the Caranua fund is due to cease 
operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16965/19]

10/04/2019WRE03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In accordance with the provi-
sions of the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012, cash contributions offered volun-
tarily by religious congregations in the aftermath of the publication of the report of the Com-
mission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the “Ryan Report”) are available to meet costs incurred 
by Caranua (the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund) in supporting former residents and in 
meeting that organisation’s operational costs and costs associated with the independent appeals 
process.

To date a total of €103 million, comprising contributions of some €101.6 million plus added 
interest of €1.382 million, has been received by my Department and placed in an investment 
account established by the National Treasury Management Agency. This funding is available 
to Caranua. 

A further €8.4 million in cash contributions is required to achieve the maximum amount of 
contributions of €110 million set down in statute. On receipt of an outstanding contribution of 
€8.8 million from the Congregation of Christian Brothers over the coming months that statutory 
cap will have been reached. 

Caranua publishes regular updates on its website regarding expenditure, applications, etc. 
The most recent update shows that to end February 2019, Caranua had expended some €82.5 
million on supports and services for former residents and that it had 2,127 open applications on 
hands. Caranua ceased to accept applications from 1 August 2018 and it is working to process 
those remaining applications. Caranua’s operations will be wound down during the course of 
2019 and the organisation will be dissolved when it has completed the performance of its func-
tions.
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10/04/2019WRE03800School Transport

10/04/2019WRE0390097. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the LocalLink 
transport service is available to transport primary and secondary school students to and from 
their destination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16979/19]

10/04/2019WRE04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of my Departments’ School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school (3.2km at primary and 4.8km at post-primary).  All children who are eligible 
for school transport and who complete the application process on time will be accommodated 
under the terms of the scheme in the 2019/2020 school year.   

The LocalLink transport service does not operate under the remit of my Department.  

10/04/2019WRE04100UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

10/04/2019WRE0420098. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he plans to 
complete the legislation necessary for ratification to be fully activated further to the ratifica-
tion of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16915/19]

10/04/2019WRE04300Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Government’s approach to meeting the terms of the Unites Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“the Convention”) is one of sustained and on-going im-
provement. Work is continuing on the reforms needed for an optimum level of compliance with 
the convention’s requirements.

The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016, which contains key legislative amend-
ments needed for compliance with the Convention, was published on December 2016. Second 
Stage (Dáil) took place on 31 January and 1 February 2017, and Committee Stage on 30 Janu-
ary 2019. 

The Bill includes provisions to establish the monitoring framework required by Article 33 
of the Convention to promote, protect and monitor implementation of the Convention. It re-
quires the involvement and participation of civil society, in particular, persons with disabilities, 
in the monitoring process.

The monitoring framework will include both the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commis-
sion (IHREC) and the National Disability Authority (NDA) and will be governed by a formal 
Memorandum of Understanding. The IHREC Act 2014 was designed to ensure that IHREC, as 
Ireland’s National Human Rights Institution, fully meets the standard of independence in ac-
cordance with the Paris Principles.

Heads of Bill to provide legislative clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty are being 
progressed by my colleague the Minister for Health.  A report of a recent public consultation on 
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draft legislative provisions is nearing completion.  Every effort is being made to progress this 
legislation as quickly as possible. 

10/04/2019WRE04400Road Traffic Legislation

10/04/2019WRE0450099. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of legislation 
to tackle the ongoing issue of scrambler and quad bikes; the status of the cross-agency meeting 
which took place on 15 March 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16787/19]

10/04/2019WRE04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I would like to acknowl-
edge the Deputy’s continuing concern in relation to this serious public order issue. 

As I have previously outlined, my Department’s main focus over the past number of months 
has been on the consideration of legal advice received from the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, which indicated that, in the main, current road traffic and public order legislation appear 
to provide sufficient means to police this issue. This view is also shared by the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport. 

My Department reconvened the cross-agency group on 15 March to discuss this legal advice 
with members of An Garda Síochána; meeting with the Garda National Roads Policing Bureau 
(GNRPB), the Dublin Metropolitan Region (Tallaght District) and the Youth Diversion, Com-
munity Engagement & Public Safety Bureau. 

In the absence of a need for new legislation, it is envisaged that an effective response to this 
anti-social behaviour will be informed by a combination of targeted enforcement measures, 
awareness raising, and youth engagement programmes. These measures will be progressed in 
conjunction with the relevant Departments and agencies. 

I have already emphasised in this House that this is a complex issue. I remain committed 
to facilitating the cross-agency process and will provide a further update to this House when the 
conclusions arising from this process become available.  

10/04/2019WRE04700Deportation Orders Re-examination

10/04/2019WRE04800100. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason persons 
(details supplied) are being deported; if the case will be examined with a view to them remain-
ing here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16799/19]

10/04/2019WRE04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the persons con-
cerned are the subject of  Deportation Orders signed on the 7 September 2018. These Orders 
require the persons concerned to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the 
State. The enforcement of the Deportation Orders is a matter for the Garda National Immigra-
tion Bureau.

Representations were received on behalf of the persons concerned requesting that the de-
portation orders be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended). Following the detailed consideration of the information submitted in sup-
port of the request, the Deportation Orders were affirmed and notified to the persons concerned 
by letter dated 6 March 2019.   The circumstances presented by the family in this case were 
fully considered both in the original decision to make Deportation Orders and in the more re-
cent decision to affirm the Orders on foot of the 3(11) request to revoke the Deportation Orders.   
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The reasoning behind these decisions has been set out in the correspondence that issued to the 
family in this case.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may wish to consider using the e mail service except in cases where the response 
from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/04/2019WRE05000Garda Data

10/04/2019WRE05100101. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the Garda num-
bers at 31 March 2019 by station and rank. [16939/19]

10/04/2019WRE05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel and I, as 
Minister, have no direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution under 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities to ensure optimum use is made of 
the resources.

I am informed by the Commissioner that as of the 28 February 2019, the latest date for 
which information is available, the overall strength of An Garda Síochána was 13,977 with 521 
Reserves and 2,590 Civilians. 

I can assure the Deputy that this Government is committed to ensuring a strong and visible 
police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engage-
ment, provide reassurance to citizens and to deter crime.  

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, almost 2,600 recruits have 
attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have been assigned to mainstream duties na-
tionwide. Garda numbers reached the target of 14,000 by the end of 2018 are on track to reach 
15,000 by 2021.  

The Commissioner has this year been provided with an additional €100 million bringing his 
budget to almost €1.8 billion, which includes provision for the recruitment of up to 800 Gardaí 
this year. The Commissioner has now informed me that he plans to recruit a total of 600 trainee 
Gardaí in 2019 and 600 Garda Civilian Staff.  This Garda Staff recruitment will allow the Com-
missioner to redeploy a further 500 fully trained Gardaí from administrative duties to frontline 
policing in 2019. 

I believe that the injection of this large number of experienced officers into the field, along 
with the new recruits, will be really beneficial in terms of protecting communities. This and on-
going recruitment will clearly provide the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a visible effective and responsive policing service to 
communities across all Garda Divisions.

 The  information requested by the Deputy in relation to the Garda strength of each Divi-
sion by station and rank, from 2009 to 28 February 2019 as provided by the Garda Commis-
sioner is available on my Department’s website through the following link,

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_February_2019.xlsx
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/Files/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Station_2009_to_February_2019.
xlsx

The figures for 31 March 2019 will be available on the website by the end of April.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

10/04/2019WRE05300Garda Data

10/04/2019WRE05400102. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
outstanding bench warrants by Garda division; and his plans to address this matter. [16940/19]

10/04/2019WRE05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, difficulties in relation to the execution of warrants, including bench warrants, are a 
long-standing issue for many police forces around the world; notably relating to persons active-
ly seeking to evade detection and where limited identification information might be available 
to support enforcement.  These difficulties are compounded where the warrant has been out-
standing for some years.  However, I am assured that An Garda Síochána execute warrants as 
expeditiously as possible, giving priority to the execution of warrants relating to serious crimes. 

The Deputy will also appreciate that the figure for outstanding bench warrants recorded by 
PULSE at any given time reflects an accumulation of old bench warrants which has arisen over 
the years and that therefore the total figure for outstanding bench warrants as shown on PULSE 
may not be a reliable indicator of the number of ‘live’ warrants which are actually enforceable.

While it is important to note that an individual can be the subject of multiple bench war-
rants, I am advised by the Garda authorities that, as of 10 April 2019, there are 37,797 bench 
warrants outstanding nationally.  The attached table provides a breakdown of bench warrants 
outstanding by Garda Division. 

Region Garda Division Number
Dublin Metropolitan Region 
(DMR)

DMR East 959

DMR North Central 6,267
DMR North 4,487
DMR South Central 2,275
DMR South 3,516
DMR West 5,677
DMR TRFC 33

Eastern Region Kildare 960
Laois/Offaly 317
Meath 630
Westmeath 655
Wicklow 718

Northern Region Cavan/Monaghan 863
Donegal 672
Louth 693
Sligo/Leitrim 317
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Region Garda Division Number
South Eastern Region Kilkenny/Carlow 948

Tipperary 858
Waterford 515
Wexford 618

Southern Region Cork City 1,209
Cork North 420
Cork West 170
Kerry 608
Limerick 1,466

Western Region Clare 313
Galway 1,071
Mayo 279
Roscommon/Longford 283

Total Nationally 37,797
*Operation figures from Pulse and are accurate as of 10 April 2019 and liable to change.  

10/04/2019WRE05600Juvenile Offenders

10/04/2019WRE05700103. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 119 of 23 January 2019, if he has received the breakdown of these cases 
by Garda division as requested in that question; when he will make them available; the disci-
plinary action which the Garda Commissioner is taking on foot of the audit of these cases; and 
if he will publish the report of this audit without further delay. [16941/19]

10/04/2019WRE05800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I am advised by the Garda authorities that the report in relation to the Youth Referral Examina-
tion was forwarded to the Garda Commissioner on 5th March 2019.  In addition, external con-
sultants Crowe Ireland have submitted their final validation and verification report and a copy 
of this was appended to the Youth Referral Examination Report.

As the Deputy is aware, the Commissioner has given detailed information in relation to this 
matter when it was examined publicly by the Policing Authority and by the Joint Committee on 
Justice and Equality. 

I would refer the Deputy to my reply to her Question No. 91 on 27 February 2019, in which 
I confirmed that the publication of information in relation to the more detailed aspects of the 
Garda Review will be a matter for the Commissioner and the Policing Authority and not for 
my Department. The Deputy will also appreciate that there may be confidentiality concerns in 
relation to aspects of the report. 

The Garda Authorities have also advised that any decision relating to the commencement 
of disciplinary proceedings is a matter for the relevant Local Divisional Officer. I am informed 
that all relevant matters have been referred to the respective Divisional Officers to consider, in 
accordance with the Garda Síochána (Discipline) Regulations 2007.

In addition, the Policing Authority will continue to follow up with an on-going examina-
tion of these specific youth justice-related matters to monitor the effectiveness of the remedial 
actions which the Commissioner has set in train. I can assure the Deputy that my Department 
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will keep in very close touch with the Commissioner, and the Policing Authority, to monitor 
progress.

10/04/2019WRE05900Garda Procedures

10/04/2019WRE06000104. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure for 
former gardaí to apply to return to An Garda Síochána under extra qualification and skills; 
the timescale involved in this decision process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16957/19]

10/04/2019WRE06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy  will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for managing and the administration 
and business of An Garda Síochána, and I as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.  

Regulation 10 of the Garda Admissions and Appointment Regulations 2013 provides that 
the Commissioner may, with the consent of the Minister, appoint and enrol any person as a 
member without regards to the requirements of the regulations if that person has at any previous 
time served as a member of An Garda Síochána.

I am advised by the Commissioner that the application for re-admission should be made 
in writing and is processed through the Appointments Office under the remit of the Executive 
Director Human Resources & People Development.

I understand that when considering an application for reappointment to An Garda Síochána, 
the Commissioner takes into account a number of factors including:

- Any relevant experience, training or qualifications received since the applicant left the 
organisation;

- Recommendations of previous line management from the time the applicant served as a 
member of An Garda Síochána;

- The applicant’s previous personnel records;

- Applicant’s resignation file; and

- Length of time since the member has left the organisation.

I am advised by the Commissioner that the re-admission process can take some time to 
complete, and that applicants for re-admission should contact the Garda appointments office 
directly if they have any queries in relation to their application.     

10/04/2019WRF00200Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Data

10/04/2019WRF00300105. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the INIS has or is 
investigating the way in which scammers got hold of the phone numbers of INIS applicants in 
view of reports (details supplied) of a telephone scam targeting persons that have made applica-
tions to the INIS; and if a data breach in the INIS has been found, if it has been reported to the 
Data Protection Commission. [16972/19]

10/04/2019WRF00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it is not aware of any 
data breach which could have resulted in the personal contact details of customers becoming 
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publicly available.

The Department is occasionally alerted to possible cases of fraud by members of the pub-
lic.  In such circumstances, a caution notice giving advice to customers will be displayed promi-
nently on the home page of the INIS website. This has been carried out several times since 2013 
for various issues, most recently in early April 2019. 

INIS does not under any circumstances request payment for its services over the telephone. 
Any persons facing deportation will be communicated to by way of official written and regis-
tered correspondence only, as part of a detailed process of engagement.

I would advise any INIS customer who has been contacted in the manner described in the 
question to report the matter immediately to An Garda Síochána who will investigate the matter.

10/04/2019WRF00500IDA Ireland

10/04/2019WRF00600106. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 121 of 23 January 2019, the progress made in marketing 
the site in question; if there have been further meetings between the IDA and the site owners; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16922/19]

10/04/2019WRF00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
informed that the IDA met with the site’s new owners last December and that it has been pro-
vided with marketing information for the Liffey Business Campus. The Agency is continuing 
to actively market the site to both existing and potential clients through its network of offices 
in Ireland and overseas.

More broadly, the Agency’s efforts to attract more investment to Kildare will be assisted by 
the County’s already strong profile as a home to overseas firms in the Technology, Financial 
Services and Pharmaceuticals sectors. IDA client companies such as Intel, Pfizer, and Procter 
and Gamble are all located there and continue to perform well. Kildare has seen a 4.5% increase 
in foreign direct investment-driven employment over the last 12 months and I am hopeful that 
that positive trend will continue. 

10/04/2019WRF00800Free Travel Scheme Eligibility

10/04/2019WRF00900107. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if acceptance of the free travel 
pass on all LocalLink services will be granted in view of HSE charges of €4 a day being intro-
duced on elderly and disability service users accessing public transport to and from day ser-
vices; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that these charges were introduced by the HSE 
in recent days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16870/19]

10/04/2019WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Local Link 
are the Transport Coordination Units appointed by the National Transport Authority to deliver 
all rural public transport in each area and as such, both it and matters relating to the Free Travel 
Pass  come under the remit of the Ministers for Transport, Tourism and Sport and Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection 

Having regard to the €4 transport charge introduced recently in counties within the HSE 
Community Healthcare Organization 1 area, as this is a service matter the question has been 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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10/04/2019WRF01100Health Services Staff Data

10/04/2019WRF01200108. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of public health 
doctors recruited each year since 2014; and the number recruited to date in 2019. [16766/19]

10/04/2019WRF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/04/2019WRF01400Orthodontic Services Provision

10/04/2019WRF01500109. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect to receive an orthodontic appointment; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16768/19]

10/04/2019WRF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRF01700General Practitioner Services

10/04/2019WRF01800110. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year cost of 
providing an automatic entitlement to a general practitioner visit card for those in receipt of a 
full-time carer’s payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16771/19]

10/04/2019WRF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since 1st September 2018 all those in re-
ceipt of either a full or half-rate Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit are automatically eligible 
for a GP service free of charge. 

The cost of this measure will be dependent on a number of factors, including the number 
of additional applications made to the HSE and the number of applicants who are found to be 
eligible.  This figure will always be subject to fluctuation due to people’s eligibility for Social 
Welfare payments changing over time.  Funding of €4.7 million in respect of the measure has 
been included in the HSEs allocation for 2019.

10/04/2019WRF02000Dental Services 

10/04/2019WRF02100111. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in 2019 of 
implementing the new national oral health policy; the estimated full year cost of the complete 
implementation of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16785/19]

10/04/2019WRF02200112. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the imple-
mentation of the new national oral health policy; his plans to bring forward an implementation 
plan for the policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16786/19]

10/04/2019WRF02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 111 and 
112 together.

The new National Oral Health Policy, “Smile agus Sláinte” was published on 3rd April 
2019. 

The Policy supports a preventive approach. It includes proposals for the introduction of  
packages of care for children from birth to 16 years of age to be delivered by contracted local 
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dental practices and preventive packages of care to be made available for all eligible adults at 
different intervals during their life course. 

The ESRI worked with my Department to provide indicative costings for the delivery of 
various interventions under the proposed packages and it is estimated that the cost of imple-
menting the packages in full would be in the region of €80m.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the timeframe for the delivery of the Policy is 2019 to 2026 
and that the roll-out of these packages of care  will take place incrementally over the next num-
ber of years.

The focus in 2019 and into 2020 will largely be on putting in place the appropriate gover-
nance frameworks; the development of oral health promotion programmes; and the establish-
ment of oral health assessment programmes, the cost of which can be accommodated from 
within existing budgetary resources and streams. 

A key priority of mine for 2020 is the introduction of packages of care  for children under 6 
years of age and I  will be seeking funding for this under the Estimates 2020 process.

10/04/2019WRF02500Nursing Homes Support Scheme

10/04/2019WRF02600113. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if there are funding issues with re-
gard to the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16792/19]

10/04/2019WRF02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings. 

As outlined in the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2019, the NHSS is expected to support 
23,042 people in 2019. The NHSS budget for 2019 is €985.8m which is an increase of €24.3m 
over its 2018 budget. This increase in funding is aimed at maintaining existing levels of service 
in the Scheme, having regard for cost pressures in Scheme.

As part of normal governance and performance management arrangements my officials and 
the HSE maintain regular service area engagements, which also form part of ongoing collabora-
tive work on issues relating to older persons policy and service delivery. I understand that as 
part of these regular engagements the HSE has recently highlighted that, on the basis of prelimi-
nary data and intelligence, activity levels relating to the NHSS may be outside of expectations 
in the year so far. 

The Department has requested further and more detailed information and data in this regard. 
My officials are engaging with the HSE and will continue to do so over the next few weeks to 
fully assess the situation, including a detailed analysis and validation of this data and to under-
stand if specific trends can be identified. This work will help to inform a view on the Scheme 
activity and financial projections for the remainder of 2019. 

10/04/2019WRF02800HSE Properties

10/04/2019WRF02900114. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed use 
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for a site (details supplied) in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16793/19]

10/04/2019WRF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of public healthcare property, I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to you in relation to this matter.

10/04/2019WRF03100Speech and Language Therapy Data

10/04/2019WRF03200115. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
speech and language therapists employed in each CHO; and the equivalent figures for the same 
date in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [16800/19]

10/04/2019WRF03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/04/2019WRF03400Occupational Therapy Data

10/04/2019WRF03500116. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the number of 
occupational therapists employed in each CHO; and the equivalent figures for the same date in 
2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [16801/19]

10/04/2019WRF03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

10/04/2019WRF03700Long-Term Illness Scheme

10/04/2019WRF03800117. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his plans to make the FreeStyle 
Libre device available to diabetic patients over 21 years of age for free; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16808/19]

10/04/2019WRF03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRF04000Long-Term Illness Scheme

10/04/2019WRF04100118. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health his plans to approve the FreeStyle 
Libre device for children with diabetes under the long term illness scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16809/19]

10/04/2019WRF04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRF04300Medical Aids and Appliances Expenditure
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10/04/2019WRF04400119. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the cost per patient per year of the 
FreeStyle Libre diabetes monitoring system. [16810/19]

10/04/2019WRF04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRF04600Medical Aids and Appliances Expenditure

10/04/2019WRF04700120. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the cost per patient per year of the 
traditional blood test strip system of diabetes monitoring. [16811/19]

10/04/2019WRF04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRF04900Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

10/04/2019WRF05000121. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the correct pathway for diabetic 
patients to access a device (details supplied). [16812/19]

10/04/2019WRF05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRF05200Hospital Appointments Status

10/04/2019WRF05300122. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will be ex-
pedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16834/19]

10/04/2019WRF05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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Cancer Screening Programmes

   123. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 265 of 12 March 2019, if the phone records between his Department and the national 
screening service for 28 April 2018 will be provided; if the calls will be identified; and the 
times they were made in relation to the offer of an out-of-cycle smear test (details supplied). 
[16854/19]

   124. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 265 of 12 March 2019, if the email and all related correspondence between the national 
screening service and his Department relating to the offer of an out-of-cycle smear test (details 
supplied) will be provided. [16855/19]

   125. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 265 of 12 March 2019, the way in which the information was shared within his Depart-
ment in relation to concerns raised regarding an offer of an out-of-cycle smear test by the na-
tional screening service with his Department by phone on 28 April 2018; the level of seniority 
and role of persons within his Department the concerns were shared with; if his attention was 
drawn to the concerns raised; and if so, when. [16856/19]

126. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 265 of 12 March 2019, the way in which the information was shared within his De-
partment in relation to concerns raised regarding an offer of an out-of-cycle smear test, by 
the national screening service with his Department by email; the level of seniority and role of 
persons within his Department the concerns were shared with; if his attention was drawn to the 
concerns raised; and if so, when. [16857/19]

   Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 123 to 126, 
inclusive, together.

  On 28 April, at around lunchtime, I made the decision to provide for a free out of cycle smear 
test for any woman who was concerned, where her GP felt she should have a further test as part 
of her reassurance.  My Department’s advice on this decision was reflected in the subsequent 
press statement issued on 28 April which said that, “for any woman who has had a Cervical-
Check smear test and where her GP feels she should have a further test as part of her reassur-
ance, the Minister has asked CervicalCheck to make the necessary arrangements, including 
payment provision.  These arrangements will be confirmed next week.”

  After the decision was made, and on foot of telephone contact by my Department regarding 
implementation, the National Screening Service voiced unhappiness, but this failed to recog-
nise the circumstances of the unfolding crisis in the programme. Following the announcement 
of my decision, the Screening Service set out concerns at 6pm that evening in an email to my 
Department.  These related to uncertainty about costs, volume, impact on turnaround times, 
impact on perceptions of the programme’s accuracy, challenges with processing GP payments, 
and the potential difficulty in ceasing the arrangements in due course. 

  These concerns were already readily identifiable, and of course would have been a sufficient 
reason why such a step would not have been taken in the ordinary course of operation of the 
screening programme. However, these were unique circumstances, as reflected in the level of 
queries forthcoming from women and also in the exceptional measures already initiated by the 
Department and the HSE, including the necessity for the Department to direct the establishment 
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of a Serious Incident Management Team (SIMT) to address the CervicalCheck response.  The 
reality was that general practitioners, in difficult circumstances, were dealing with large num-
bers of worried patients as a result of the issues which had come into the public domain in the 
preceding couple of days. GPs needed to be supported while they awaited supporting informa-
tion to be developed and disseminated by CervicalCheck. The alternative, which would have 
been that the State failed to recognise the reality of patients presenting to GPs in this way, or 
that the State refused to pay for such smears, would have been untenable in the circumstances.
 
  The email was received and shared within my Department at Principal Officer level and I 
provided a copy to the Select Committee on Health on 10 April.  A copy of the email has been 
forwarded to the Deputy.  The Deputy has requested specific phone records. It would not be 
possible to isolate records associated with these contacts from others, given that over the time 
period from 26 April, including Saturday 28 April, there were extensive ongoing contacts be-
tween my Department and the National Screening Service. However, I am advised that the 
telephone contact was made with the National Screening Service at Principal Officer and Man-
agement Board level. It is important to stress this was regarding implementation of the decision 
and the phone calls took place after my decision was made.

Cancer Screening Programmes

   127. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he sought to meet with the 
senior management of CervicalCheck after receiving a 2018 memo CervicalCheck: Patient 
claim following a diagnosis of cervical cancer, Briefing note for Minister Harris or after the 
case referred to in the memo became public on 25 April 2019 or at any time before expressing 
publicly that he did not have confidence in them. [16858/19]

   Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Issues relating to the appropriate communica-
tion of the results of the retrospective audit carried out by CervicalCheck emerged following 
publicity about the case of Ms Vicky Phelan on the evening of 25 April 2018. I met with senior 
officials from the National Screening Service and the National Cancer Control Programme, 
with my Department, on Thursday 26 April 2018.

10/04/2019WRF05500Palliative Care Services Provision

10/04/2019WRF05600128. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a palliative care bed will 
be made available at the Sacred Heart Hospital, Carlow for a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16860/19]

10/04/2019WRF05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

10/04/2019WRF05800National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

10/04/2019WRF05900129. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of the 40,000 first 
outpatient appointments and treatments under the NTPF arranged to date in 2019; the hospitals 
that have been allocated outpatient NTPF capacity; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16864/19]

10/04/2019WRF06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy 
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is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.

10/04/2019WRG00200Health Services Reports

10/04/2019WRG00300130. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be allowed to give evidence to the vaginal mesh review team in the interest of transparency and 
fairness in view of the fact that another person gave evidence. [16866/19]

10/04/2019WRG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, I requested Dr Tony 
Holohan, Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to draft a report on the use of Uro-Gynaecological 
Mesh in the surgical treatment of stress urinary incontinence (SUI) and pelvic organ prolapse 
(POP) in women. The report covers the clinical and technical issues involved in ensuring both:

1. the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and

2. an appropriate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing 
such procedures.

This report has been completed and was published on the Department of Health website on 
21 November 2018.  Preparation of the report involved consultation and engagement with na-
tional and international bodies, including the Health Products Regulatory Agency (HPRA); the 
relevant professional training bodies, the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecology (IOG) and 
the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI); the Continence Foundation of Ireland (CFI) 
and the Health Service Executive (HSE), as well as colleagues in other jurisdictions.  The report 
was informed by review of international reports and safety reviews of mesh surgery which have 
been published in recent years. 

The report was informed by the personal experiences and concerns of women who have 
suffered complications following mesh surgery, including through written representations to 
me and my Department, those concerns raised in Parliamentary Questions on this subject, and 
the issues raised by the Mesh Survivors Ireland group at its meeting with me on 14 June 2018. 
I acknowledge the bravery, commitment and dignity shown by the women I met and by those 
women who have written to me concerning this issue, in sharing what were often harrowing, 
deeply personal experiences.

The priority issues relating to patient care which were raised by women suffering complica-
tions and by others on their behalf are addressed in the report recommendations and are being 
addressed by the HSE.

It is important to note that the views of the many women who have undergone mesh proce-
dures and have had satisfactory outcomes, with minor or no complications, were not formally 
sought and so are not reflected in this report. Also, following the implementation of a pause in 
mesh procedures by the HSE in July 2018, a number of women whose procedures were post-
poned wrote to me and my Department expressing concern at the impact that this is having on 
them personally as they await treatment for the distressing symptoms of SUI, reflecting another 
important group of women affected directly by this issue.

The CMO’s Report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic 
mesh devices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than tradi-
tional SUI and POP procedures. However, mesh devices are associated with significant and 
severe complications in a minority of women. These are of concern given the difficulties of 
mesh implant removal.
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 The Report makes 19 recommendations including:

- the development of patient information and informed consent materials;

- surgical professional training and multidisciplinary expertise in units carrying out mesh 
procedures;

- the development of clinical guidance;

- the development of information systems to monitor the ongoing use of mesh devices;

- ensuring the reporting of mesh related complications; and

- ensuring timely, appropriate and accessible care pathways for the management of women 
with complications.

In advance of the report’s completion, the HSE was requested in May 2018 to begin work 
immediately on the development of national standardised patient information and informed 
consent materials and the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate 
referral services for women suffering serious complications. The HSE was also asked by the 
Chief Medical Officer on 24 July to pause all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so, 
until a number of key recommendations are implemented.

A Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory Group has been convened by the HSE, to advise on 
and progress all of the recommendations.  The Group includes three patient representatives, 
as well as representatives of the HPRA, the IOG, the RCSI, the CFI and all Hospital Groups 
to advise on and action all of the recommendations above. The HSE has advised that it is un-
able to facilitate membership on the Advisory Group to every patient or patient group who 
has a mesh experience. The NWIHP has sought to have a range of mesh experiences from the 
patient’s perspective represented by a patient advocate on the Group – including patients who 
have had mesh with post-operative problems, patients who have had successful mesh surgery 
and patients who are on the waiting list for a mesh procedure.  The HSE advises that women 
who wish to submit views or submissions to the overall work of the Group should contact the 
National Women and Infants Health Programme at smi.nwihp@hse.ie.

I am informed that an ongoing work programme for the development of appropriate patient 
information resources and consent materials, and the clarification and development of treatment 
pathways and appropriate referral services for women suffering from mesh-related complica-
tions is being progressed through this Group. The work being progressed by the HSE will in-
clude identifying the appropriate specialist clinical expertise and facilities required at hospital 
group level and nationally to provide comprehensive aftercare services. Pending the completion 
of this, the HSE will also examine the need to look at sourcing services from abroad to address 
any immediate shortfalls identified, either through utilisation of the treatment abroad scheme or 
by commissioning services from abroad.

The HSE has advised that many women have already engaged with this pathway system and 
have attended centres for second opinion and follow up appointments.  The HSE has published 
a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including contact information for women 
suffering complications, which I hope is a useful resource. This can be found on the HSE web-
site.

The Secretary General of my Department wrote to the HSE on November 27 2018 to re-
quest that it prepare a detailed Implementation Plan for the complete set of recommendations 
set out in the CMO’s Report, to be approved by the Leadership Team in the HSE and published 
on the HSE website within three months of receipt of the report, or sooner if completed. It was 
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also requested that a copy of the Implementation Plan, together with an interim report on the 
implementation of those recommendations on which work has already commenced, should be 
submitted to the Department at the time of publication of the Implementation Plan.

I am informed that the HSE has advised that the final version of the Implementation Plan 
will be published on its website and submitted to my Department in coming weeks. 

At my recent meeting with the Mesh Survivors Ireland Group on 7 March 2019 I agreed to 
continue engagement with them on a pathway forward, to ensure that the ongoing clinical man-
agement of this patient group is in line with international best practice and emerging evidence.

10/04/2019WRG00500Health Services Charges

10/04/2019WRG00600131. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason charges have been 
implemented in the case of a person (details supplied) when the service user has a free travel 
pass; if he will instruct the HSE to reverse its decision to implement both charges; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16869/19]

10/04/2019WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRG00800Hospital Charges

10/04/2019WRG00900132. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
removal of the venesection inpatient day case charge of €80 for patients with hereditary hae-
mochromatosis; if a decision has been made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16872/19]

10/04/2019WRG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Act 1970 (as amended) provides 
that all people ordinarily resident in Ireland are entitled, subject to certain charges, to pub-
lic in-patient hospital services including consultant services and to public out-patient hospital 
services. Under Section 52 of the Health Act 1970, as amended by Section 12 of the Health 
(Amendment) Act 2013, a person who has been referred to a hospital for an in-patient service, 
including that provided on a day case basis, will have to pay the statutory daily charge, currently 
€80 per day, up to a maximum of €800 per year. 

On this basis, where venesection is classed as a day case procedure and is not carried out in 
an out-patient setting, the public in-patient charge applies.

The issue of the provision of therapeutic phlebotomy services for hereditary haemochroma-
tosis patients, including the issue of charges, is currently under consideration by my Depart-
ment and the HSE.  

It is agreed that such services should be provided at the lowest level of complexity that is 
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clinically and operationally feasible. In time it is envisaged that the majority of this work will 
be done in a primary care setting. 

10/04/2019WRG01100Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

10/04/2019WRG01200133. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health when construction will com-
mence on the new Sheil Community Hospital in Ballyshannon, County Donegal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16875/19]

10/04/2019WRG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to provide you directly with the current position regarding the development of a new commu-
nity nursing unit in Ballyshannon Co. Donegal.

10/04/2019WRG01400Home Help Service Provision

10/04/2019WRG01500134. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason the family of a person 
(details supplied) was not provided with home help following the discharge of a parent from 
hospital on the second occasion; if home help will be granted in the case; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16876/19]

10/04/2019WRG01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

10/04/2019WRG01700Mental Health Services Provision

10/04/2019WRG01800135. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will contact mental health 
services within the HSE locally to link in with the family of a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16877/19]

10/04/2019WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

10/04/2019WRG02000Primary Care Centres Provision

10/04/2019WRG02100136. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the devel-
opment of primary care centres in Greystones and Arklow, County Wicklow further to the an-
nouncement of a developer (details supplied) not to proceed with the Arklow centre; the impact 
this will have on the development of both centres and the planned timeframe; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16878/19]

10/04/2019WRG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRG02300Health Services Provision
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10/04/2019WRG02400137. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a special bed can be assigned in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16879/19]

10/04/2019WRG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRG02600Hospital Groups

10/04/2019WRG02700138. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the building and other capital 
spend on each site in the Saolta Hospital Group in each of the past five years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16880/19]

10/04/2019WRG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

10/04/2019WRG02900General Medical Services Scheme

10/04/2019WRG03000139. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to address 
the problem of holders of medical cards receiving charges for blood tests; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16882/19]

10/04/2019WRG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.” 
There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP 
visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are re-
quired to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.

The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card. Notwithstanding this, I am aware that some GPs are 
charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances.  

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Gov-
ernments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit card 
patients. If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incor-
rectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report 
the matter to their HSE Local Health Office.

10/04/2019WRG03200Psychological Services Waiting Lists

10/04/2019WRG03300140. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children or 
persons under 18 years of age awaiting assessment of need by county and year of referral for 
assessment in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16889/19]

10/04/2019WRG03400141. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children or 
persons under 18 years of age awaiting treatment following an assessment of need by county 
and year of referral in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16890/19]
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10/04/2019WRG03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 140 and 141 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred 
to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRG03700Primary Care Centres Provision

10/04/2019WRG03800142. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health when a project for a primary care 
centre (details supplied) will go to tender; the timeframe for construction to commence and the 
centre to be operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16892/19]

10/04/2019WRG03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

10/04/2019WRG04000Hospital Waiting Lists Data

10/04/2019WRG04100143. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
removed from hospital waiting lists in County Cork for orthopaedic, ophthalmological and 
gynaecological services for failing to respond to a validation letter in the past 18 months; the 
number of those persons back on those waiting lists in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16893/19]

10/04/2019WRG04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Good practice around the management of 
hospital waiting lists recommends periodic validation of waiting lists. Validation is the process 
whereby hospital administration contacts patients on waiting lists at pre-planned intervals dur-
ing the year to ensure that patients are ready, willing, suitable and available to attend a hospital 
appointment or wish to be removed. 

Importantly, the validation process allows for situations where, if requested by the GP/refer-
ring clinician, patients can be reinstated back to their original place on to the Waiting List.

Last year, I approved the establishment of a Central Waiting List Validation Office within 
the NTPF. The new office delivers a standardisation of approach to validation across all waiting 
lists and all hospitals in line with the best patient-centred practices. The validation of waiting 
lists better informs the true demand for hospital services and enable improved efficiency and 
patient scheduling.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

10/04/2019WRG04300Nursing Staff Recruitment
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10/04/2019WRG04400144. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the recruitment 
process for a multiple sclerosis clinical nurse specialist in University Hospital Limerick; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16903/19]

10/04/2019WRG04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

10/04/2019WRG04600Ambulance Service Data

10/04/2019WRG04700145. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of National Ambu-
lance Service bases nationally; the number that have ambulance dispatch 24 hours a day 365 
days a year; the ambulance stations that do not have full ambulance dispatch 24 hours a day 
365 days a year; the times each week that such dispatch is not available; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16917/19]

10/04/2019WRG04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

10/04/2019WRG04900Hospitals Capital Programme

10/04/2019WRG05000146. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 380 and 396 of 26 February 2019, if the HSE has finalised its capital plan for 2019 
and submitted it for approval; if not when it is expected; if so, when it will be approved; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16921/19]

10/04/2019WRG05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. My Department and the HSE are in discussion in respect 
to capital funding in 2019 and subsequent years as part of a process of engagement to finalise 
the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. 

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for ap-
proval with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. 

10/04/2019WRG05200Alcohol Pricing

10/04/2019WRG05300147. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the introduction of 
minimum unit pricing for alcohol; and the timescale to which he is working. [16937/19]

10/04/2019WRG05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government Decision in 2013 approved 
the implementation of a minimum unit pricing regime for alcohol products under the Public 
Health (Alcohol) Bill to be subject to a similar provision being introduced simultaneously in 
Northern Ireland.  Government approval will be sought to introduce the measure in this juris-
diction only.  Section 11 (1) of the Act sets out the minimum price per gram of alcohol at €0.10. 
The Minister for Health intends to implement MUP as soon as possible in order to address the 
health harms and financial costs associated with harmful alcohol consumption.

10/04/2019WRG05500National Drugs Strategy

10/04/2019WRG05600148. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the criteria on which the al-



Questions - Written Answers

78

location of the funding will be based in respect of the additional funding of €1 million for the 
national drugs strategy, the €250,000 for the community alcohol programme and the €250,000 
for young people at risk; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16938/19]

10/04/2019WRG05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): On 06 March 
2019, I announced additional funding of €1 million for the implementation of the National 
Drugs Strategy; “Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery”. This funding, which will be provided 
on a recurring, multi-annual basis, will address the priorities set down in the Strategy including 
early harm reduction responses, emerging trends in substance misuse, and improving services 
for at-risk groups. 

Working in partnership with statutory, community and voluntary sectors is central to this 
response. On  26 March, I met with the Local and Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Forces, and 
the HSE, to hear their views on how best to target the additional funding. The outcome of this 
consultation process will  inform proposals, currently being developed, for the allocation of the 
funding. Further information on the criteria and proposed allocation of this new funding will be 
circulated to the Drug & Alcohol Task Forces and the HSE in due course. 

This year my Department will also develop two new schemes to deliver an integrated public 
health approach to drugs and alcohol, as set out in the National Drugs Strategy. The first will 
provide targeted, appropriate and effective services for young people at risk of substance abuse, 
focused on disadvantaged communities. The second will support evidence-based approaches 
to mobilising community action on alcohol. Both schemes will have a fund of €250,000 on a 
multi-annual basis.

10/04/2019WRG05800Primary Care Centres

10/04/2019WRG05900149. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his views on the recent deci-
sion by a company (details supplied) to pull out of Ireland; the number of primary care centres 
affected by the decision; the location of each; the stage at which each of these are at; the way 
in which he plans to proceed in respect of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16943/19]

10/04/2019WRG06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRH00200National Maternity Hospital

10/04/2019WRH00300150. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of negotiations with 
St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group in respect of the proposed development of the new national ma-
ternity hospital at Elm Park; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16944/19]

10/04/2019WRH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department continues to engage with 
St Vincent’s Healthcare Group and the National Maternity Hospital to develop a legal frame-
work to protect the State’s significant investment in the new hospital.  St Vincent’s Healthcare 
Group has agreed in principle to provide the State with a 99-year lease of the land upon which 
the new maternity hospital will be built, and this will allow the State to retain ownership of the 
new facility. 
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10/04/2019WRH00500Health Service Capacity Review

10/04/2019WRH00600151. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the capacity in primary care 
in whole-time equivalent terms for the positions outlined on page 9 of the Executive Report 
of the Health Service Capacity Review 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16960/19]

10/04/2019WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Capacity Review, pub-
lished in 2018, examined the capacity needs of the health sector in order to inform future plan-
ning decisions. The report provides capacity forecasts for two alternative scenarios; a baseline 
“status quo” scenario which assumes no major change in the way health services are delivered, 
and a reform scenario which considers the impact of a range of potential reforms including 
health and wellbeing initiatives, a fundamental change in the model of care, and productivity 
improvements. The report projected that demand for primary care health services would grow 
in the future and, under both scenarios outlined above, it forecasted a projected increase in the 
primary care workforce capacity to deal with increased service demand. 

The recently published Sláintecare Action Plan 2019  includes actions on workforce plan-
ning and capacity building in the health sector to deliver the clinical and services objectives of 
the Sláintecare reform. This includes workforce planning to ensure that the new models of care 
are properly planned in order to deliver integrated care. 

In relation to the current WTE primary care workforce, I have asked the HSE to provided 
the data directly to the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRH00800Departmental Funding

10/04/2019WRH00900152. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there is a grant available to persons that wish to take part in the social farming programme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16832/19]

10/04/2019WRH01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The National 
Social Farming Office was established by Leitrim Development Company with the assistance 
of funding from my Department.  It supports the development of a national social farming 
network in collaboration with other Local Development Companies.  In 2017 & 2018, Social 
Farming Ireland delivered 2,700 placement days across 24 counties.  

The on-going funding for the Social Farming Network project provides continuity and sta-
bility to Leitrim Development Company for the development of a sustainable network for social 
farming in Ireland.  This support is central to upholding the operation of the project especially 
given the commitment from farmers and service providers in the development and roll-out of 
this initiative in rural communities throughout Ireland.  Farmers wishing to take part in the 
social farming programme should contact the Leitrim Development Company while potential 
participants should contact their service provider.

10/04/2019WRH01100Agriculture Scheme Appeals

10/04/2019WRH01200153. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if pay-
ment will be expedited in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16881/19]
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10/04/2019WRH01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
is aware, a review by the Director of Agriculture Appeals Office of the decision of the Appeals 
Officer has been requested in this case in accordance with the provisions of the Agriculture Ap-
peals Act, 2001. 

The Agriculture Appeals Office has indicated that requests for reviews are generally dealt 
with in order of receipt and that both the Department and the person named will be advised of 
the outcome when the review has been completed.

10/04/2019WRH01400Broadband Service Provision

10/04/2019WRH01500154. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to the lack of broadband service in Castleblakeney 
and Kilkebrin, east County Galway; and his plans to remedy the situation. [16980/19]

10/04/2019WRH01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In April 2017 my Department published an updated version of the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map. This is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. 
The map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband 
services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the National 
Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/Eircode:  

- The AMBER area represents the parts of the country where commercial operators have no 
plans to build high speed broadband networks. Premises in the AMBER area will be provided 
with high Speed Broadband through a State Intervention.

- The BLUE area represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

- The LIGHT BLUE area represents eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout high 
speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with my 
Department in April 2017. 

There are 42 premises in Castleblakeney. 95% (40) of these premises are in a BLUE area 
and are, or will be, served by commercial providers, while 5% (2) are LIGHT BLUE and fall to 
be served by eir’s planned rural deployment.

There are 21 premises in Kilkerrin. 52% (11) fall within the AMBER area and will be served 
under the State led Intervention. 43% (9) of premises are in a BLUE area and are, or will be, 
served by commercial providers, while 5% (1) are LIGHT BLUE and fall to be served by eir’s 
planned rural deployment. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is in the 
process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. According 
to data for Q4 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 225,000 
premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment.

Information on eir’s rural deployment is available on that company’s website, http://fibre-
rollout.ie/Eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my Depart-
ment’s website, www.dccae.gov.ie.
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In the event any premises categorised as BLUE in Castleblakeney or Kilkerrin are experi-
encing difficulty in obtaining a high speed broadband service, I advise they contact the NBP 
customer service team at broadband@dccae.gov.ie directly, providing their name, phone num-
ber, email address and Eircode, as well as details of any issues they are experiencing getting 
connected.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements. 

10/04/2019WRH01700Energy Schemes

10/04/2019WRH01800155. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if grant aid is available for the installation of a wood pellet burning stove (details 
supplied) under SEAI grant schemes or other schemes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16790/19]

10/04/2019WRH01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government invests €120 million annually in sustainable energy upgrades and 
actions through the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. The grants promote a fabric first 
approach – advising people to first reduce heat losses by installing insulation and ventilation, 
making it easier to keep a home warmer and more comfortable for longer periods, before mov-
ing to installation of new or renewable heating systems.    The individual measures that are 
currently funded were selected for inclusion as they were deemed most likely to deliver sig-
nificant energy savings to homeowners, at least relative cost, and would thereby optimise the 
use of Exchequer funds while at the same time maximising the opportunities for homeowner 
participation.

The installation of wood burning stoves can be funded as part of a deeper energy efficiency 
upgrade – achieving an A3 Building Energy Rating - via the Deep Retrofit Programme or the 
Better Energy Communities scheme. Stoves installed must meet certain requirements and the 
specification is available on SEAI’s website.

In addition, the Energy Efficiency Obligation scheme requires all energy suppliers above a 
certain threshold to work with their customers to deliver energy savings. The replacement of 
an open fire with a solid fuel, biomass or gas fired room heater can save homeowners money 
and is an eligible measure under this scheme. Some suppliers offer their customers rebates for 
replacing open fires in their homes. If a customer would like to pursue this option they will need 
to contact their energy supplier directly or they can obtain more information from the SEAI. 

10/04/2019WRH02000Broadband Service Provision

10/04/2019WRH02100156. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the roll out of fibre broadband in the case of a person (details sup-
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plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16831/19]

10/04/2019WRH02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement pro-
cess.    The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements. 

10/04/2019WRH02300Postal Services

10/04/2019WRH02400157. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he is satisfied that An Post adheres to Government policy in all its activities; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16833/19]

10/04/2019WRH02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have respon-
sibility for the governance of An Post, ensuring the company is fully compliant with the 2016 
Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies and the governance functions included in 
the statutory framework underpinning An Post.  Operational matters and the role of developing 
and implementing commercial strategies for An Post mails and retail businesses are matters for 
the board and management of An Post and I, as Minister, have no statutory function in relation 
to such issues. 

10/04/2019WRH02600Broadband Service Provision

10/04/2019WRH02700158. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when broadband will be available in an area (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16851/19]

10/04/2019WRH02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement pro-
cess.    The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
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will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements. 

10/04/2019WRH02900Bituminous Fuel Ban

10/04/2019WRH03000159. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the introduction of a nationwide smoky coal ban; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16901/19]

10/04/2019WRH03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal, or ‘the smoky 
coal ban’ as it is commonly known, was first introduced in Dublin in 1990, and subsequently 
extended to our major cities. Following a public consultation process, it was further extended 
in 2012, and now applies in 26 urban areas nationwide. The ban has proved very effective in 
reducing particulate matter and sulphur dioxide levels and has had the effect of significantly 
improving public health. Research indicates, for example, that the ban has resulted in over 350 
fewer annual deaths in Dublin alone.    I am disappointed that a number of coal firms have in-
dicated that they would challenge the decision of two former Ministers to expand the smoky 
coal ban nationwide. Banning the use of smoky coal would have a positive impact on air qual-
ity and public health, particularly in built up areas. I am working with the Attorney General to 
finalise a legally robust plan which will improve air quality by reducing particulate matter in 
the air. High levels of particulate matter arise from a number of sources, including the burning 
of smoky coal. 

I have also asked the EPA for a report on air quality in areas not currently covered by the 
smoky coal ban.  This will provide important evidence which can assist in the development of 
this legally robust plan.

Pending the completion of this work I am aware of the need to provide clarity now to the 
public and to the trade to enable them adequately plan for purchases of stock for the 2019/20 
heating season. I can confirm therefore that the current ban on bituminous coal will not be ex-
tended nationwide for the 2019/20 heating season.

10/04/2019WRH03200Landfill Sites

10/04/2019WRH03300160. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 490 of 26 February 2019, when tenders 
will be invited from those that expressed an interest in tendering for the project; the length of 
time to submit tenders for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16920/19]

10/04/2019WRH03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In December 2018, Kildare County Council, the contracting authority, invited ten-
ders for expressions of interest in the remediation of Kerdiffstown landfill. The closing date 
for submissions was extended until 14 February 2019 on foot of requests for more time made 
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on the eTenders procurement website.  This process of evaluation is still underway and is be-
ing managed by Kildare County Council in accordance with the Office of Public Procurement 
guidelines and regulatory framework.  

10/04/2019WRH03500Sports Capital Programme Data

10/04/2019WRH03600161. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding allocated from the sports capital grants from 2016 to 2018, by county; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16777/19]

10/04/2019WRH03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Details of all allocations under the Sports Capital Programme are listed on a 
county basis on my Department’s website at:-   http://www.dttas.ie/sport/english/sports-capital-
programme-awards-new. 

10/04/2019WRH03800Greenways Funding

10/04/2019WRH03900162. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
of funding allocated to each county for greenway projects from 2016 to 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16778/19]

10/04/2019WRH04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Funding was allo-
cated by my Department in 2016, 2017 and 2018 to Greenway projects in Kildare, Meath, 
Longford, Westmeath, Waterford and Tipperary. These allocations are broken down below.

2016:

Kildare - €841,673.85

Longford - €513,000

Meath - €1,971,000

Westmeath - €496,187

2017:

Kildare - €3,855,413

Meath - €2,463,014

Westmeath - €80,270

Waterford - €1,600,000

2018:

Waterford - €1,455,000

Tipperary - €765,000

Meath - €111,000 

The Deputy should note that these are the funding allocations in the years in question 
and draw down of funding may occur over a number of years.  Spending in those years would 
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also include projects  allocated funding in previous years.

10/04/2019WRH04100Free Travel Scheme Data

10/04/2019WRH04200163. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of road passenger transport operators receiving payment under the free travel scheme 
while operating services under the LocalLink banner funded by the National Transport Author-
ity; the reason such payments under the free travel scheme are being made in respect of services 
funded by another agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16783/19]

10/04/2019WRH04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme, 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

Noting this I have forward the Deputy’s Questions to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

10/04/2019WRH04400Railway Stations

10/04/2019WRH04500164. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
building of the proposed new train station at a location (details supplied) will commence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16828/19]

10/04/2019WRH04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding  in relation 
to public transport.  The NTA has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of 
public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including the provision of a new train 
station at Ashington/Pelletstown on the Maynooth rail line. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities in the matter raised, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 days.

10/04/2019WRH04700National Transport Authority Data

10/04/2019WRH04800165. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
and location of all organisations which have direct award contracts with the National Transport 
Authority; and the duration of such contracts. [16842/19]

10/04/2019WRH04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.
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10/04/2019WRH05000National Transport Authority Data

10/04/2019WRH05100166. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
and location of all organisations in which the National Transport Authority is funding the sala-
ries of the administrative staff in which those organisations have or had in the past direct award 
contracts with the National Transport Authority; and the expected duration of the continuity of 
such payments by the authority. [16843/19]

10/04/2019WRH05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  Fol-
lowing the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, the 
NTA is the statutory body with responsibility for overseeing the delivery of public transport 
services provided under public service contracts.  The issue raised, therefore, is a matter for the 
NTA and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

10/04/2019WRH05300National Transport Authority Data

10/04/2019WRH05400167. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
and routes of all public service contracts tendered by transport co-ordination units on behalf of 
the National Transport Authority since 2015; the duration of such contracts; and the number of 
such contracts operated by wheelchair accessible vehicles. [16845/19]

10/04/2019WRH05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

Noting this, I have forward the Deputy’s Question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

10/04/2019WRH05600National Transport Authority Data

10/04/2019WRH05700168. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of road passenger transport route licences suspended, surrendered and revoked, respectively by 
year since 2015; and details of the routes involved. [16846/19]

10/04/2019WRH05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I understand that the 
Deputy is referring to what is known as a public bus passenger service licence.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is responsible for the licensing of public bus pas-
senger services under the provisions of the Public Transport Regulation Act 2009.

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.



10 April 2019

87

10/04/2019WRH05900Roadworthiness Testing

10/04/2019WRH06000169. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of large public service vehicles inspected and found to be defective at Road Safety Authority 
inspections by county since 2017. [16847/19]

10/04/2019WRH06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA) has responsibility for the Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness Test, I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the RSA for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact 
my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

10/04/2019WRJ00200Roadworthiness Testing

10/04/2019WRJ00300170. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of 
large public service vehicles which failed the commercial vehicle roadworthiness test on their 
first inspection by county and year since 2017. [16848/19]

10/04/2019WRJ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA) have responsibility for the Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness Test, I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the RSA for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact 
my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

10/04/2019WRJ00500Motor Tax

10/04/2019WRJ00600171. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a car 
which has been off the road since 2013 can be reinstated without the owner having to pay road 
tax for all of the intervening years; and if provision is made to assess vehicles which have been 
quite clearly out of use for an extended period. [16859/19]

10/04/2019WRJ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Non-Use of Mo-
tor Vehicles Act came into effect on 1 July 2013.  The primary purpose of the Act is to replace 
the system whereby a vehicle was declared off the road retrospectively with a system under 
which the vehicle must be declared off the road in advance.   The system of making retrospec-
tive declarations had become a means of evasion of motor tax estimated to have cost the tax-
payer some €50m annually.

The Act provided for a three month transition period from 1 July to 30 September 2013 to 
allow vehicle owners to bring their motor tax status up to date, allowing for both a retrospective 
and prospective declaration where a vehicle that had been off the road was going to remain so 
following the end of the transition period.

There was extensive public notice of the Act’s coming into force and widespread awareness-
raising of the new arrangements from before the start of the transition period.  Advertisements 
giving notice of the proposed changes were run in national and local newspapers in the first 
week of July 2013 and again in the second week of September 2013.  Local radio advertise-
ments were run over the course of a week in July 2013 and both national and local radio ad-
vertisements were again run over the course of a week in mid-September 2013.  The changes 
were also highlighted in a number of media articles over the course of that period.   Relevant 
organisations, such as farming bodies, vintage vehicles associations etc., were also notified of 
the proposed changes.
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The revised arrangements have been fully in force  since  October 2013.  Given that vehicle 
owners who did not avail of the transition arrangements have had to pay arrears and the neces-
sity generally of maintaining a consistent approach in the application of the legislation, exemp-
tions are not provided for in individual cases.  Allowing an owner to declare a vehicle off the 
road after the expiry of a disc or previously made declaration of non-use could potentially be a 
move back to the system of retrospective declarations, thereby undermining the overall objec-
tive of the legislative change.

10/04/2019WRJ00800Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

10/04/2019WRJ00900172. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
holder of a British driver licence can retain C1E and D1 and D1E categories when the holder 
transfers over to an Irish driver licence; the procedure by which this is done; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16867/19]

10/04/2019WRJ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A UK driving licence 
can be exchanged for an Irish licence while the UK continues to be a Member State. 

Under EU law, an application for a truck or bus licence (categories C’s and D’s) must be 
accompanied by a completed medical report. If a person with the relevant truck or bus category 
on their UK licence attends at a National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) Centre without the 
relevant medical report, they will be given the option to sign a form stating that they do not wish 
the categories to be exchanged. The applicant can request the categories be re-instated on their 
Irish licence by presenting a medical report.

Some UK categories known as ‘National Categories’ [similar to our W Tractor] only apply 
in the UK and they are not exchangeable. For example, in the UK if a person passed their test 
for category B (car) before 1 January 1997, their licence would show entitlement to C1 and C1E 
(trucks) and D1 and D1E (bus) categories. These categories are given with restrictions identi-
fied by codes. 

The C1E category with a restriction code 107 on it entitles the driver to drive a C1E vehicle 
provided the combined weight of the trailer and the towing vehicle does not exceed 8.25 tonnes/
kg. In Ireland the combined weight of the C1E is 12 tonne/kg. Therefore we do not have an 
equivalent to exchange this category for. The D1 and D1E categories with a restriction code like 
101 or 119 only allow the driver to drive a vehicle if it is not for hire or reward. We do not have 
the corresponding category so cannot exchange it. 

10/04/2019WRJ01100Roads Maintenance

10/04/2019WRJ01200173. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter in relation to a road (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16891/19]

10/04/2019WRJ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the maintenance and improvement 
of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
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advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

10/04/2019WRJ01400Public Transport Expenditure

10/04/2019WRJ01500174. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capital 
expenditure on public transport for each year since 1992. [16925/19]

10/04/2019WRJ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Historical informa-
tion on public expenditure, including public transport investment, is available on the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform’s Databank website at:  http://databank.per.gov.ie/.

10/04/2019WRJ01700Road Projects Expenditure

10/04/2019WRJ01800175. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capital 
expenditure on new road infrastructure, including public private partnership expenditure, for 
each year since 1992 by national, regional and local roads. [16926/19]

10/04/2019WRJ01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, construction and 
maintenance of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your questions to TII for a direct reply in relation 
to the period since 1994.   Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 
10 working days.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads 
Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants.  

Information relating to payments under the regional and local road grant programmes are set 
out in the regional and local road grant payment booklets which are available in the Oireachtas 
Library. My officials are checking if this information is available in the library for the full pe-
riod requested by the Deputy. 

10/04/2019WRJ02000Central Statistics Office Data

10/04/2019WRJ02100176. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the average 
travel distance for journeys to work or education in each year since 1992. [16927/19]

10/04/2019WRJ02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The figures for the 
average travel distance travelled to work or education are primarily determined using Census 
Data and National Travel Survey data that is compiled on a periodic basis by the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO). 

The CSO have published several reports on commuting to work and education over the 
period in question based on Census data, including the presentation of statistics on average 
distances travelled, and these reports may be found on the CSO’s website (www.cso.ie). Over 
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the period covered by the Deputy’s request, Census data on average distance travelled to work 
or education was compiled in 1996, 2002 and 2006, based on a question which asks citizens 
to supply an estimate of their usual distance travelled to work, school or college. In 2011 and 
2016, this question was not asked in the Census. 

 The following table sets out the average distance travelled to work or education for the 
1991–2006 period.

 Average distance travelled (in km) by workers, school children and students, usually 
resident and present in the State on Census Night, at each Census since 1991

 1991 1996 2002 2006
Children at school aged between 5 and 12 years 3.38 3.54 3.99 3.98
Students at school or college aged between 13 and 18 years 7.08 7.41 7.97 7.63
Students at school or college aged 19 years and over 10.86 12.30 13.21 12.93
Population aged 15 years and over at work 11.13 12.36 15.84 15.82

Source: CSO Census data.

For the remaining years of period under consideration in the Deputy’s request, the National 
Travel Survey, also carried out by the CSO, provides estimated distance travelled for 2012, 
2013, 2014 and 2016. In contrast to Census data, the survey is only administered to persons 
aged 18 years and over. For this reason and due to the survey’s reduced total sample size and 
the methodology used in collating the survey, caution should be used when interpreting NTS 
results or when comparing them to other data such as Census data, especially if extrapolating 
them to annualised results.

The following table sets out the average distance travelled to work or education for the 
2012–2016 period, as determined from National Travel Survey data.

National Travel Survey data for average distance travelled (in km) to work or educa-
tion by persons aged 18 years and over. 

 2012 2013 2014 2016
Work 17.9 17.4 16.5 18.0
Education 11.0 11.8 11.7 9.0
Source: CSO National Travel Survey data.

 The Deputy may also wish to note that the CSO are currently preparing, with input from 
my Department, another iteration of the National Travel Survey in Q4 2019, with publication 
of results expected in 2020. 

Noting that the National Transport Authority commissioned a Household Travel Survey in 
2012 and 2017, I have referred your question to the National Transport Authority. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

10/04/2019WRJ02300Rail Services Provision

10/04/2019WRJ02400177. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the latest 
estimate for the cost of completing the restoration of the western rail corridor. [16928/19]

10/04/2019WRJ02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, both the ‘Programme for a Partnership Government’ and Project Ireland 2040 commit to 
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an independent review of the costings for a proposal to extend the existing Western Rail Cor-
ridor  (WRC).  

In this regard, Iarnród Éireann has appointed consultants to prepare a financial and econom-
ic appraisal in relation to the proposed extension of the WRC and, as detailed in the published 
tender documentation, the expected duration of the consultants’ work is 20 weeks.  This will 
involve appropriate consultation with all relevant stakeholders.

The findings of this  review will advise as to the business case for an extension of the WRC.  
Project Ireland 2040 states that if the findings of the review are approved by Government, the 
project will be prioritised during the lifetime of the National Development Plan.

10/04/2019WRJ02600Rail Services Provision

10/04/2019WRJ02700178. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the latest 
estimate for the cost of completing the restoration of the Dublin to Navan railway. [16929/19]

10/04/2019WRJ02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the issue of a potential extension of the existing Dunboyne/M3 Parkway line was con-
sidered by the National Transport Authority (NTA) during its development of the statutory 
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035.  

While the Strategy stated that based on current population and employment forecasts, the 
level of travel demand between Navan, Dunshaughlin and various stations to the city centre 
was insufficient to justify the development of a high-capacity rail link at that current time, it 
proposed an enhanced bus service along the corridor which I understand Bus Éireann has intro-
duced, and the development of a bus hub in Navan which Meath County Council, in collabora-
tion with the NTA, is currently progressing, as provided for by the Transport Strategy. 

Importantly, the Transport Strategy clearly states that the issue of a rail link to Navan would 
be kept under review and considered again as part of the statutory review of the current Strategy 
which the NTA is required to undertake before the end of 2021.  

A cost estimate for the  completion the Navan to Dublin  rail line, could only be developed 
following the completion of  any design work on the project. 

In light of their statutory responsibilities on the matter I have therefore forwarded the Dep-
uty’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please contact my office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days. 

10/04/2019WRJ02900Rail Network Expansion

10/04/2019WRJ03000179. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the latest 
estimate for the cost of the DART interconnector. [16930/19]

10/04/2019WRJ03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, as part of Project Ireland 2040 the funding priority in relation to the DART Expansion 
Programme is to ensure delivery of the non-tunnel elements of the programme over the next 
ten years. 

The initial sequencing of investment will therefore focus on -
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- electrification of the Northern Line to Drogheda

- electrification of Kildare Line to Hazelhatch

- electrification of Maynooth Line to Maynooth and M3 Parkway 

- better utilisation of the Phoenix Park Tunnel

- purchase of additional bi-mode rail fleet

- other measures such as re-signalling and junction/station changes.

The DART Expansion Programme’s remaining element is the DART Underground Tunnel 
or DART Interconnector as referred to by the Deputy.  Project Ireland 2040 commits toward 
establishing the route of the DART Underground Tunnel and ensuring its protection to allow for 
its future delivery.  The cost estimate for the delivery of such a project would only be developed 
following the completion of  any design work on the project.  

Noting the National Transport Authority’s statutory responsibilities in relation to the de-
livery of public transport infrastructure including the DART Expansion Programme, I have 
directed the question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please contact my Office if you do not receive 
a reply within 10 days. 

10/04/2019WRJ03200Light Rail Projects Expenditure

10/04/2019WRJ03300180. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the latest 
estimate for the cost of the Metro west proposal. [16931/19]

10/04/2019WRJ03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, there is a statutory, long-term strategic plan for the future development of transport 
in the Greater Dublin Area as required under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008. The 
strategy is known as the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035 and is 
available to view on the website of the National Transport Authority, www.nationaltransport.ie  

The Transport Strategy contains a number of proposed light-rail/metro projects for the GDA 
over the next 20 years or so, these are - 

- A Metro from the city centre to North County Dublin

- Upgrade of the Luas Green Line in advance of the switch to Metro

- A Metro from the city centre to South County Dublin (along the Luas Green Line)

- Luas Cross City

- Extend the Luas Green Line to Bray

- Extend the Luas Cross City to Finglas

- Extend the Luas Red Line to Poolbeg

- New Luas to Lucan

Metro West is not included in the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy 
for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 - 2035 and its potential development did not form part of any 
deliberations informing the development of Project Ireland 2040.
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From the list provided above, Luas CrossCity is now complete and operations began in 
December 2017. 

Project Ireland 2040 provides indicative allocations toward the development of MetroLink 
and the Luas Green Line Capacity Enhancement Project, while it is also provides indicative al-
locations toward the appraisal, planning and design of Luas network expansion to Bray, Finglas, 
Lucan and Poolbeg. 

10/04/2019WRJ03500Light Rail Projects Expenditure

10/04/2019WRJ03600181. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the latest 
estimate for the cost of the Cork light rail proposal. [16932/19]

10/04/2019WRJ03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware a draft Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy is currently being finalised by Cork 
City Council and Cork County Council, in partnership with the National Transport Authority 
(NTA). The strategy will provide a framework for the planning and delivery of transport infra-
structure and services across the Cork Metropolitan Area, for the period up to 2040. 

The draft strategy will contain proposals relating to all  modes of transport including - 

- a BusConnects Cork type programme;

- enhancements to the commuter rail service, including additional stations; 

- a future light rail or bus rapid transit corridor to serve the increased population growth out 
to 2040 as envisaged by the National Planning Framework; and

- a number of bus and rail-based  park & ride sites. 

I understand that the draft strategy will contain indicative costings in respect of implementa-
tion.

The draft strategy will shortly be published for public consultation.  The purpose of this 
consultation process will be to elicit feedback on any issues or concerns arising in relation to the 
various proposals. The strategy will then be finalised in light of feedback received.

10/04/2019WRJ03800Road Projects Expenditure

10/04/2019WRJ03900182. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the esti-
mated cost of each of the road infrastructure projects contained in the National Development 
Plan 2018 to 2027. [16933/19]

10/04/2019WRJ04000183. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the stage of 
development and anticipated timescale for each of the road infrastructure projects contained in 
the National Development Plan 2018 to 2027. [16934/19]

10/04/2019WRJ04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 182 and 183 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme under the National Development Plan 
(NDP).  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and construction of individual 
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national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your questions to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads 
Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants.  Each local authority is the contracting authority for the purpose of implemen-
tation of regional and local road improvement projects.  

Under the National Development Plan, my Department is committed at present to providing 
grant funding towards the cost of 12 capital road improvement schemes.  The status and current 
estimated cost for each of these schemes is set out in the table below.

The Deputy will be aware that the principal mode of public transport in Ireland, as in most 
countries, is buses and that consequently appropriate investment in roads infrastructure, as out-
lined, is crucial if we are to encourage more use of public transport and reduce our carbon and 
other emissions. 

Name of Project   Total Cost of 
Project €m

Brief Description of Current Status 
of Project

Project Com-
pletion Date 

R407 Sallins By Pass 57 At Construction. 2020
Coonagh to Knockalisheen 52 At land acquisition stage & prepara-

tion of tender documents
2022

Athy Southern Distributor Road 34 At land acquisition stage and ad-
vance works

2023

Shannon Crossing/Kilalloe Bypass/
R494 Upgrade

62 At land acquisition stage, site inves-
tigation and detailed design

2023

Eastern Garavogue Bridge and Ap-
proach Road (DTTaS element) 

20 Land acquisition, advance works and 
preparation of contract documents.   

2022

Adamstown & Nangor Road Up-
grades 

18 At Construction stage 2019

Sligo Western Distributor Road 
(DTTaS element)

15 At Construction stage 2020

R498 Latteragh realignment 15 At planning stage 2022
Tralee Northern Relief Road 11 At Detailed Appraisal 2021
Portlaoise Southern Distributor 
Road

7 At Construction 2019

Laytown to Bettystown Link Road 5 At planning stage 2020
Dingle Relief Road 4 At Construction stage 2019

10/04/2019WRJ04300National Development Plan

10/04/2019WRJ04400184. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the stage of 
development and anticipated timescale for each of the public transport infrastructure projects 
contained in the National Development Plan 2018 to 2027. [16935/19]

10/04/2019WRJ04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information 
sought by the Deputy is available on the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s on-
line “Investment Projects and Programmes Tracker” at: 

www.per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Investment-Projects-and-Programmes-Tracker-2018-
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Revised-version-8th-March-2019.xlsx.   

10/04/2019WRJ04600Traffic Management

10/04/2019WRJ04700185. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the latest 
estimate for the annual cost of traffic congestion to the economy. [16936/19]

10/04/2019WRJ04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In July 2017 my De-
partment published a report, The Costs of Congestion - An Analysis of the Greater Dublin Area. 
The full report can be found on the Departmental website. For ease of reference, I include a link 
here:

www.dttas.ie/sites/default/files/publications/corporate/english/cost-congestion-main-re-
port/cost-congestion-main-report.pdf.

The report focuses specifically on the direct impact, in terms of the monetary cost of in-
creased travel time, on road users in the GDA. The figures contained in the report relate to the 
base year of 2012 - which was at the time the most recent year for which sufficient data was 
available - and projections for the year 2033. Congestion levels were projected to increase at a 
moderate rate until the year 2025, beyond which it was projected to increase sharply. 

This report estimated the cost of aggravated congestion in the GDA at €358 million in 2012. 
This was forecast to rise to over €2 billion per year in 2033. 

My Department has not yet produced similar reports for other Irish cities, however we plan 
to do so once the development of the National Transport Authority’s transport strategies for 
each of the five cities are completed. 

10/04/2019WRJ04900School Transport

10/04/2019WRJ05000186. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
LocalLink transport service can be used to transport primary and secondary school students to 
and from their destinations. [16977/19]

10/04/2019WRJ05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s Question 
to the NTA for direct reply in relation to Local Link services. Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

I would like to advise the Deputy that matters relating to the School Transport Scheme come 
under the remit of the Minister for Education and Skills.

10/04/2019WRJ05200Departmental Schemes
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10/04/2019WRJ05300187. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
amount of money allocated from schemes (details supplied) by county from 2016 to 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16779/19]

10/04/2019WRJ05400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): In order to 
provide the data requested, I am arranging for the funding allocation information in relation to 
the amount of money allocated from the schemes referred to, on a county by county basis from 
2016 to 2018, to be forwarded to the Deputy. 

10/04/2019WRJ05500Railway Stations Upgrade

10/04/2019WRJ05600188. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
European regional funding will be available under rural community funds or under the BMW 
regional fund to enable refurbishment works be carried out at the railway station at Thomas-
town, Killucan, County Westmeath to enable it to be reopened to facilitate the passengers that 
wish to utilise the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16789/19]

10/04/2019WRJ05700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The question 
of reopening any railway station is a matter for Iarnród Eireann in the first instance, and I am 
aware that the Deputy has raised the issue of Killucan station with the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport in the past.

I understand that the regional fund the Deputy is referring to is the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) as delivered through the Border, Midland and Western (BMW) 
Regional Operational Programme.

Policy responsibility for the ERDF comes under the remit of the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, while the BMW Regional Operational Programme is managed by the 
Northern and Western Regional Assembly. My Department has no role in relation to these funds 
and I would refer the Deputy directly to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform or 
the Regional Assembly for further information in this regard. 

As far as my own Department is concerned, funding might potentially be available through 
the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) or the LEADER Programme, depend-
ing on the exact nature of the investment required.

The RRDF supports ambitious and strategic projects which have the potential to transform 
rural economies and communities. The Government has committed €1 billion over 10 years to 
the Fund. 

The Fund operates on a competitive basis and it would not be appropriate for me to give 
a view on the merits or otherwise of any individual project which may seek support from the 
Fund.  I am currently considering the focus of the second call for proposals under the Fund and 
I hope to make an announcement on this shortly. Full details on the RRDF can be found on my 
Department’s website at: drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/rural-regeneration-development-fund/. 

LEADER is a multi-annual programme covering the period 2014-2020 which is delivered 
through Local Action Groups (LAGs) in each of the 28 LEADER sub-regional areas around the 
country. Funding can be provided under a broad range of themes, including enterprise develop-
ment and social inclusion. In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, it must 
be compatible with the actions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy for the 
relevant LEADER area, and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regulations in 
place for the programme.  
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It is unclear from the information provided if the proposed project would be eligible for 
funding under the LEADER Programme.  I would advise the Deputy to contact the Local Ac-
tion Group in Westmeath in the first instance, through its Implementing Partner, Westmeath 
Community Development Ltd., to discuss the specific details of this case. 

The contact details for the Implementing Partner are as follows:

Address: Westmeath Community Development Ltd,

Mullingar E.T.I. Centre,

Mullingar Business Park,

Mullingar,

Co Westmeath.N91 X012 

Phone: 044 934 8571

Email: info@westcd.ie

10/04/2019WRJ05800Dormant Accounts Fund Grants

10/04/2019WRJ05900189. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
name and location of all organisations which received funding from the dormant accounts fund 
since 2016 enabling them to purchase both small or large public service vehicles with such 
funding. [16844/19]

10/04/2019WRJ06000Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): While my Department has responsibility for the overall administration of the 
Dormant Accounts Fund, individual Departments are responsible for the administration of their 
own measures. 

With regard to my own Department, since its establishment in 2017, the relevant measure 
is the Social Enterprise measure which provides funding to increase the impact of social enter-
prises by enhancing their capacity to deliver services and generate traded income. The funding 
is used to cover capital costs such as machinery, specialised equipment, refurbishment costs 
and vehicles, and has enabled the following organisations to purchase Public Service Vehicles 
since 2017:

Year of approval Organisation Funding approved 
2017 Community of Lough Arrow Social Project (Co. 

Sligo) 
€21,600 

2018 Galway Centre for Independent Living €73,920 
2018 Lucan Disability Action Group €35,109
2018 Vantastic (Dublin) €50,880

The 2018 projects were approved in December and their plans to purchase public service 
vehicles are subject to the finalisation of funding contracts.

Details of all projects funded under the 2018 Dormant Accounts Fund Social Enter-
prise measure are available on my Department’s website at: https://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/
uploads/20180628-Action-Plan-2018.pdf.
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10/04/2019WRK00200CLÁR Programme

10/04/2019WRK00300190. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
funding will be granted to a school (details supplied) that has submitted an application through 
the CLÁR scheme; when successful 2019 CLÁR projects will be announced; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16883/19]

10/04/2019WRK00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, CLÁR is an important part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural De-
velopment and focuses on areas which have suffered the greatest levels of population decline.  

I launched the 2019 CLÁR programme on the 28th   February last. The programme provides 
funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural areas that have experi-
enced significant levels of de-population.  

Calls for proposals under the 2019 CLÁR programme were invited under the following 
measures:

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2: Play Areas (including MUGAs) 

Measure 3: 3(a) First Response Support Measure

3(b) Support for Mobility and Cancer Care Transport.

3(c) Sensory Gardens 

Applications under Measures 1, 2 and 3(c) are to be submitted by the relevant Local Author-
ity.  Applications under Measures 3(a) and 3(b) were invited from voluntary organisations.  

The closing date for receipt of applications under the 2019 CLÁR Programme is 25th   April 
2019.  To date, no application in respect of the school referred to by the Deputy has been re-
ceived by my Department. 

After the closing date, my officials will assess all applications received, and I hope to be in 
a position to announce the successful projects following that process. 

10/04/2019WRK00500Action Plan for Rural Development

10/04/2019WRK00600191. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans to repopulate rural towns and villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16978/19]

10/04/2019WRK00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Action 
Plan for Rural Development includes a commitment to developing a pilot scheme to encourage 
increased residential occupancy in rural towns and villages.  I launched this initiative last Octo-
ber and announced that six rural towns had been invited to participate in the initial pilot scheme. 
The scheme is being led locally by the relevant Local Authorities, in close collaboration with all 
relevant stakeholders and with my Department.

The 6 towns which were identified for inclusion in the pilot are:



10 April 2019

99

1. Boyle, Co Roscommon

2. Callan, Co Kilkenny

3. Ballinrobe, Co Mayo

4. Banagher, Co Offaly

5. Castleblayney, Co Monaghan 

6. Cappoquin, Co Waterford

Funding of up to €100,000 each is being made available to the relevant towns to develop 
proposals to encourage town centre living.  This funding will be used by the Local Authorities 
to engage with communities and local businesses, and identify practical solutions to increase 
the number of people living in their towns.  

The towns are of different sizes and in different parts of the country, each with their own 
strengths and challenges.  Therefore, they may well come up with different solutions to meet 
the needs of their own area. 

I expect to receive a report from each of the Local Authorities by the middle of the year on 
the progress which they have made.  It is envisaged that the solutions identified could lead to 
the development of more substantive proposals for funding from the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund in due course.

10/04/2019WRK00800Disability Allowance Appeals

10/04/2019WRK00900192. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a disability allowance appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16767/19]

10/04/2019WRK01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 22 February 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 14 March 2019 and the case will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRK01100Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

10/04/2019WRK01200193. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the capital disregard savings, shares and property 
for carer’s allowance from €20,000 and €50,000; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16770/19]
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10/04/2019WRK01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is currently being compiled by my officials and will be 
provided to the Deputy as soon as possible.

10/04/2019WRK01400Fuel Allowance Eligibility

10/04/2019WRK01500194. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of disregarding the half-rate carer’s allowance in the means test 
for entitlement to the fuel allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16772/19]

10/04/2019WRK01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Fuel 
allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week to recipients of a qualifying social welfare payment 
to assist with the energy costs of low-income households.  Carer’s allowance is not a qualifying 
payment for fuel allowance.  However, it is possible for a person in receipt of half-rate carer’s 
allowance and a qualifying social welfare payment to qualify for the scheme.

Where a person is in receipt of a qualifying non-contributory social welfare payment and 
half-rate carer’s allowance, then they are deemed to have satisfied the means test and fuel al-
lowance is payable provided all other conditions have been met.  If a person is on a qualifying 
contributory payment and half-rate carer’s allowance, then the value of half-rate carer’s allow-
ance is assessed in the fuel allowance means test.

Based on the recipient numbers of half-rate carer’s allowance, the cost of paying fuel allow-
ance to all those in receipt of half-rate carer’s allowance would be approximately €24 million 
over the 28 weeks of the fuel season. However, the estimated marginal cost of the policy raised 
by the Deputy would be impacted by the fact that some of these recipients may already be in 
receipt of a fuel allowance, and others would not qualify for the scheme for a variety of reasons, 
including their means and/or household composition.

10/04/2019WRK01700State Pensions

10/04/2019WRK01800195. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion further to Parliamentary Question No. 929 of 15 January 2019, the number of reviews com-
pleted by county by 28 February 2018 in relation to the review of the 2012 pension changes; 
the number of reviews remaining to be completed at that date; the number of persons in each 
county that will receive an increase in their pension as a consequence of the review in tabular 
form; the avenues open to persons that do not receive an increase; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16773/19]

10/04/2019WRK01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.   These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Wherever possible, reviews will be processed based on information already held by the 
Department and where additional information is required about gap periods in a person’s social 
insurance record, a written request will issue.   To date, over 36,900 requests for information 
have issued.  
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Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary Regula-
tions which, together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, allows the increased payments to be made.  

As at 1 March 2019, 2,564 reviews had been completed and review outcomes issued.  Of 
these, 2,027 resulted in an increase in payment.  As at 2 April 2019, 13,915 reviews have been 
completed and of these, 10,398 received an increase in payment.  The remaining 76,000 review 
outcomes will issue as individual reviews are completed.   It is too early to provide the detailed 
statistics the Deputy requested at this time.

It will take a number of months to complete all the reviews due to the numbers involved and 
the individual nature of social insurance records.  Regardless of when a review is conducted, 
where an increase in payment is due, the person’s rate of payment will be adjusted without 
delay and arrears paid backdated to 30 March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  
Where a person’s rate does not increase following a review, the person will continue to receive 
their existing rate of payment.   

Separately, the option remains for any pensioner who qualifies for a reduced rate contribu-
tory pension to apply for state pension (non-contributory).  This is a means-tested payment, 
based on the person’s share of household means, where the maximum rate payable equates to 
95% of the maximum rate of state pension (contributory).  Another option also remains, where 
a person’s spouse or partner is in receipt of state pension (contributory), that person may wish 
to claim an increase in respect of their qualified adult.  This is also means-tested payment, based 
on the means of the person being claimed for, where the maximum rate is equal to 90% of the 
maximum rate of state pension (contributory).  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRK02000Traveller Community

10/04/2019WRK02100196. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to establish a Traveller specific employment strategy to support the training and em-
ployment objectives in the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 in view 
of the 80% unemployment in the community. [16795/19]

10/04/2019WRK02200202. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to establish a Traveller specific employment strategy to support the training 
and employment objectives of the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy in view of 
the 80% unemployment rate in the community; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16904/19]

10/04/2019WRK02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 196 and 202 together.

In June 2017, my colleague, Mr. David Stanton TD., Minister of State for Justice with spe-
cial responsibility for Equality, Immigration and Integration, launched the National Traveller 
and Roma Inclusion Strategy for the years 2017-2021 inclusive.  This Inclusion Strategy is a 
cross-Departmental initiative to improve the lives of the Traveller and Roma communities in 
Ireland.  The development of the Strategy involved a comprehensive public consultation pro-
cess, including two rounds of public meetings and engagement with Traveller organisations at 
national level.  Integral to the finalisation of the Inclusion Strategy was the work of the National 
Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy Steering Group which has members from relevant Gov-
ernment Departments as well as Traveller and Roma representatives and advocates.
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Arising from the consultation process, ten key themes were identified as central to the suc-
cess of the Inclusion strategy, and two of these relate most directly to employment.

First, the Strategy recognises that “there is a very large disparity between Travellers and 
non-Travellers in the level of education completed” and that “the labour market disadvantage of 
Travellers is largely linked to that educational disadvantage.”  Accordingly, the Strategy identi-
fies 14 different actions aimed at improving access, participation and outcomes for Travellers 
and Roma in education in order to achieve outcomes that are equal to those for the majority 
population.

Employment and the Traveller Economy is also identified as a specific key theme in the 
strategy and it includes a range of relevant actions.  Within this range of actions, my Depart-
ment and the Department of  and Skills is committed to delivering and supporting a range of 
assistive and targeted measures to increase employment, training and apprenticeship opportuni-
ties for Travellers and Roma over the long term by:

- Promoting the availability of existing employment and training services to the Roma and 
Traveller communities and continuing to ensure promotional and information materials on its 
schemes are available and accessible via the Department’s website. Work is underway to sup-
port transition of DEASP web content to the new Gov.ie website, with transition to begin in 
2019.  All DEASP content on gov.ie will be in an easy-to-read, plain English format.    

- Providing accessible literature on DEASP services. Three plain English booklets  – Fami-
lies and Children, Retired and Older People,  Illness and Disability – are now finalised or near-
ing completion. Hard copies will be distributed to Traveller representatives for distribution to 
service users.     

- Providing tailored supports for the long-term unemployed and for young people to build 
their confidence and prepare them for the workplace;

- Developing targeted initiatives to increase Traveller and Roma engagement with employ-
ment and training services;

- Providing Anti-racism and cultural awareness training for staff under the new shared Civil 
Service learning and development curriculum. 

- Ensuring that Travellers and Roma, under the age of 25, who register as unemployed 
claimants of Jobseekers’ payments engage with activation case officers on a monthly basis and 
receive a good quality offer of employment, continued education, apprenticeship or trainee-
ship within a period of four months of registering, in line with commitments under the Youth 
Guarantee.

The National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy is a living document, with monitor-
ing of its implementation a key and integral feature of its success.  This whole of Government 
approach is necessary to the achievement of meaningful change and enhanced employment 
prospects for Traveller and Roma communities in Ireland.

10/04/2019WRK02400Traveller Data

10/04/2019WRK02500197. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the level of Traveller participation in activation programmes; and the specific targeted measures 
used to increase Traveller involvement. [16796/19]
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10/04/2019WRK02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has committed to delivering and supporting a range of assistive and targeted mea-
sures to increase employment, training and apprenticeship opportunities for Travellers in line 
with the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy for the years 2017-2021 inclusive.  

The promotion of the availability of employment and training initiatives continues, along 
with the availability of relevant information material.  This will be further enhanced throughout 
2019.

 As part of my Department’s activation programme, all jobseekers including those from the 
Traveller and Roma communities, in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment are obliged to engage 
with a Case Officer to support and progress their job searching ambitions.  Supports can include 
education, training options, community employment and/or job placement.  

It is not possible to state the actual number of those availing of activation initiatives who 
are members of the Traveller community as there is no obligation on a person in the Traveller 
community to identify themselves as such for these purposes. 

There is however a provision on the Community Employment Scheme (CE) to record mem-
bers of the traveller community where the person chooses to be recorded as such. There are 
currently 200 CE participants categorised as members of the traveller community. 

The CE eligibility criteria for members of the traveller community is more flexible. The 
minimum entry age is set at 18 (instead of 21) for all qualifying payment categories.  Jobseeker 
clients from the traveller community only need to be in receipt of payment for one week com-
pared to 12 months to qualify for CE.

10/04/2019WRK02700Carer’s Allowance Review

10/04/2019WRK02800198. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made on a carer’s allowance review in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16813/19]

10/04/2019WRK02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 30 August 
2018.  It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such a dis-
ability that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself. 

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and it was decided that 
it did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.  The person concerned 
was notified on 21 November 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and of her right of review 
and appeal. 

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of her application. Following this review the decision remained unchanged. The 
person concerned was notified on 14 January 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and of her 
right of appeal. 

The person concerned requested a further review and submitted more detailed medical in-
formation.  Following a review of this information, CA was awarded to the person concerned 
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on 5 April 2019, with effect from 30 August 2018. The first payment will issue to her nominated 
post office on 11 April 2019.  

Arrears of allowance due from 30 August 2018 to 10 April 2019 will also issue on 11 April 
2019.

The person concerned was notified on 5 April 2019 of this revised decision, the reason for 
it and of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRK03000Disability Allowance Applications

10/04/2019WRK03100199. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of an application by a person (details supplied). [16871/19]

10/04/2019WRK03200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Disability Allowance (DA) is a statutory means-tested payment 
and is subject to periodic reviews. This gentleman’s entitlement to DA was recently reviewed. 
The review regarding periods of absence from the State is now complete. 

This gentleman has made an application to have an increase for a qualified adult (IQA) paid 
on his DA and his file has been sent to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for a report on his 
means and circumstances. 

The person concerned is in receipt of Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) with an 
increase for a qualified adult (IQA) payable from 4 April 2019. On receipt of a report from the 
SWI a decision will be made on his DA and the person concerned will be notified directly of 
the outcome.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRK03300Farm Assist Scheme Eligibility

10/04/2019WRK03400200. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the entitlements available in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16884/19]

10/04/2019WRK03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned made an application for Farm Assist payment on 28/01/2019.  This claim is 
currently being finalised by a Social Welfare Inspector and a decision will issue in writing to the 
person concerned in the next few days. 

With regard to the person concerned being off sick he may make an application for Illness 
Benefit or Disability Allowance and his entitlement will be examined at time of application.

At present there are no plans to reform Social Protection for self-employed people in situa-
tions like this. However, as the Minister announced in Budget 2019 it is intended to extend ac-
cess to Jobseeker’s Benefit to self-employed people. With this  change, the self-employed will 
become eligible for Jobseeker’s Benefit. It is  expected that some 6,500 people  will  become 
eligible in the first full year of operation. The Department will  introduce this scheme in late 
2019.
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRK03600Traveller Data

10/04/2019WRK03700201. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the levels of Traveller participation in activation programmes; the targeted measures used 
to increase Traveller involvement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16894/19]

10/04/2019WRK03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has committed to delivering and supporting a range of assistive and targeted mea-
sures to increase employment, training and apprenticeship opportunities for Travellers in line 
with the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy for the years 2017-2021 inclusive.  

The promotion of the availability of employment and training initiatives continues, along 
with the availability of relevant information material.  This will be further enhanced throughout 
2019.

As part of my Department’s activation programme, all jobseekers including those from the 
Traveller and Roma communities, in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment are obliged to engage 
with a Case Officer to support and progress their job searching ambitions.  Supports can include 
education, training options, community employment and/or job placement.  

 It is not possible to state the actual number of those availing of activation initiatives who 
are members of the Traveller community as there is no obligation on a person in the Traveller 
community to identify themselves as such for these purposes. 

There is however a provision on the Community Employment Scheme (CE) to record mem-
bers of the traveller community where the person chooses to be recorded as such.  There are 
currently 200 CE participants categorised as members of the traveller community. 

The CE eligibility criteria for members of the traveller community is more flexible.  The 
minimum entry age is set at 18 (instead of 21) for all qualifying payment categories.  Jobseeker 
clients from the traveller community only need to be in receipt of payment for one week com-
pared to 12 months to qualify for CE.

Question No. 202 answered with Question No. 196.

10/04/2019WRK04000Departmental Functions

10/04/2019WRK04100203. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason for the suspension by the data access unit of her Department of the pension trac-
ing service which had assisted with pension beneficiaries in tracing their pension entitlements; 
the number of queries which the system handled in each of the years 2016 to 2018; the number 
of such queries which were successfully completed in each year; her plans to assist persons with 
tracing their entitlements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16906/19]

10/04/2019WRK04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
service provided by my Department to pension companies who wished to contact customers in 
relation to their pension entitlements was temporarily suspended, pending legal advice being 
obtained regarding compliance with the provisions of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR).  
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Following further legal advice and the carrying out of a Data Privacy Impact Assessment, as 
provided for under the GDPR, the service has now resumed.  

It is important to note that letters are sent to the address on record in the Department for the 
individual concerned, which ask the person to contact the pension company.  As the individuals 
do not make contact the Department, it is not possible to state whether the persons subsequently 
contact the pension company. 

In terms of the number of requests handled by the Department, the figures requested by the 
Deputy are as follows:

2016  -   3,635

2017  -   3,528

2018  -   3,384

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/04/2019WRK04300Local Authority Housing

10/04/2019WRK04400204. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding new social houses at a location (details supplied) in County Meath. 
[16885/19]

10/04/2019WRK04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department has given funding approval for Meath County Council’s proposed development of 
13 new build social homes at the location in question and I understand from the Council that 
construction is due to commence in the coming weeks.

10/04/2019WRK04600Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

10/04/2019WRK04700205. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the circumstances under which previous time on the housing list can be aggregated with 
the current waiting time in the context of the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16774/19]

10/04/2019WRK04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
order to qualify for social housing support and be placed on a housing list, an applicant must 
be assessed by the authority concerned as meeting all of the eligibility and need criteria set 
down in the legislation. Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant 
local authority, in accordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment 
Regulations 2011, as amended.  

Oversight and management of housing waiting lists is a matter for the relevant local author-
ity in accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, and associated regu-
lations. Specifically, section 63(3) of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that, subject to 
law, a local authority is independent in the performance of its functions.

Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 specifically provides that the 
Minister’s power to issue policy directions and guidelines to housing authorities in relation to 
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housing functions is not to be construed as enabling him or her to exercise any power or control 
in relation to any individual case with which a housing authority is, or may be, concerned.

10/04/2019WRK04900An Bord Pleanála Review

10/04/2019WRK05000206. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the reviews conducted into An Bord Pleanála since its inception; if copies of same will be pro-
vided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16836/19]

10/04/2019WRK05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): An 
Organisational Review of An Bord Pleanála was undertaken by an independent expert panel 
and its report was published in March 2016. A copy of the review is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/20160315-operational-re-
view-an_bord-pleanala.pdf.

A number of other formal reports concerning the management, structure and processes of, 
or relevant to, An Bord Pleanála have previously been undertaken by external bodies since its 
establishment and these are listed below along with the relevant links to access them online:

IPC Consulting Organisational Review of An Bord Pleanála (2003)

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/public-consultation/files/responses/background-
document-ipc-org-review-of-abp-2003.pdf.

Value for Money Examination of Planning Appeals (2002)

www.audit.gov.ie/en/Find-Report/Publications/2002/Special-Report-41-Planning-Appeals.
pdf.

Review of An Bord Pleanála (1990)

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/public-consultation/files/responses/background-
document-review-of-an-bord-pleanala-1990.pdf.

Survey of An Bord Pleanála (1980): 

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/public-consultation/files/responses/background-
document-survey-of-an-bord-pleanala-1980.pdf.

10/04/2019WRK05200Natura 2000

10/04/2019WRK05300207. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to introduce marine protected areas; and the role the NPWS would have in the 
process. [16865/19]

10/04/2019WRK05400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): As I have stated in previous replies on this matter, I am committed 
to developing primary legislation to provide for the creation of a network of Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) in accordance with the requirements of the Marine Strategy Framework Direc-
tive.  Work on this will commence when legislation to prohibit certain products containing 
plastic microbeads is sufficiently advanced. Government approved the General Scheme of the 
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Microbeads Bill in October 2018 and the work on drafting that Bill is being progressed.

It is also my intention to establish an expert advisory group in the first half of 2019 to help 
develop a process for the identification, designation and recommendation of candidate marine 
areas which require protection.  The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the De-
partment of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, along with other relevant Government Depart-
ments, State Agencies and subject matter experts, will all play a key role in this group.  The 
NPWS is responsible for designating and managing Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Spe-
cial Areas of Conservation (SACs) established under Birds and Habitats (Natura2000) Direc-
tives, a number of which are designated as MPAs under the OSPAR Commission.

10/04/2019WRK05500Approved Housing Bodies

10/04/2019WRK05600208. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of AHB PandA agreements commenced in 2018; the average length of the 
agreements; the average cost of these agreements; and the details of all costs covered in the 
monthly availability agreement payment.  [16887/19]

10/04/2019WRK05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Payment and Availability (P&A) funding to Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) was introduced 
by my Department for leased properties, secured by AHBs, in 2009. It was subsequently ex-
tended to the acquisition and construction of properties by AHBs and facilitates delivery under 
the Capital Advance Loan Facility (CALF), the Mortgage to Rent Scheme (MTR), the Housing 
Agency Acquisitions Fund (HAA) and the Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS). All P&A fund-
ing is underpinned by a P&A agreement, which is a template contractual arrangement between 
an AHB and a local authority setting out the terms under which AHBs make properties available 
to local authorities for the purpose of providing social housing support. 

Under the Department’s leasing programme and the RLS, AHBs lease dwellings from pri-
vate owners, with local authorities providing funding under a P&A agreement to pay the lease 
payment due to the private owner. The payment to the owner may be up to 80% of market rent, 
or 85% in respect of apartments with management company service charges. The discount of up 
to 20% on market rent paid reflects the fact that the owner has no tenancy management or day 
to day maintenance responsibilities and is paid for vacant periods. Under the P&A agreement, 
the AHB is responsible for tenancy management and day to day maintenance of the property. 
Responsibility for structural maintenance and insurance remains with the owner. The AHB col-
lects differential rent from the tenant, in its position as landlord under the Residential Tenancies 
Acts. This rent is determined by the relevant local authority’s own rent scheme. 

P&As are available to AHBs at a lower level of discount on market rent under the acqui-
sitions and construction models supported by CALF, which includes the MTR scheme and 
the Housing Agency Fund. This lower discount acknowledges the increased level of risk and 
responsibility placed on the AHB as owner of the property, which includes mortgage or debt 
repayment, structural maintenance and ongoing and prudent asset management, including pro-
vision to a sinking fund. The payment under the P&A agreement in this case may be set at up 
to 92% of market rent, or 95% in the case of apartments with management company service 
charges.

The number of AHB P&A agreements commenced in 2018, as reported by local authorities, 
the average length of the agreements and the average monthly cost of the P&A recouped to lo-
cal authorities by my Department under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme 
(SHCEP) are set out in the table below. As has been clarified separately for the Deputy, P&A 
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costs are not comparable to the payments arising under Social Housing PPP contracts.

Delivery Stream Total Delivered Average Length Average monthly P&A payment  
 CALF/HAA 2,085 28 years €1,028 
 MTR 148 29 years €780 
 Leasing 264 18 years €765 
 RLS 2 20 years €600 
 Total 2,499 27 years €972 

10/04/2019WRK05800Public Private Partnerships Data

10/04/2019WRK05900209. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of all costs covered by the monthly availability payment to a consortium (de-
tails supplied) for the first tranche of 534 PPP social houses. [16888/19]

10/04/2019WRK06000210. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the public sector benchmark exercised conducted to ensure value for money in the 
awarding of contracts to public private contracts to consortia for the delivery of the first tranche 
of social housing awarded in March 2019 to a company (details supplied) will be published. 
[16898/19]

10/04/2019WRK06100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 209 and 210 together.

This PPP contract is paid through a monthly unitary payment. This payment incorporates 
all costs under the contract, including the initial construction costs of the units, or what might 
be referred to as the pure “bricks and mortar” costs.  It also includes management and main-
tenance costs, such as the day-to-day upkeep of the properties, general facilities management, 
and tenancy management.

Other costs covered by this payment under the contract include the costs of finance for the 
project, projected inflation over the 25 years of the contract’s operational life, and the costs of 
complying with other terms of the contract, including that defined quality requirements are de-
livered upon when the homes involved are passed over to the local authorities concerned at the 
end of the 25 year contract period.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Public Sector Benchmark (PSB) is an essential part of any 
PPP project. It contains commercially sensitive information in relation to the methodology used 
for costing public sector projects and for the pricing of risks by public sector bodies.

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform have indicated that following the com-
pletion of the construction phase of a PPP, once an appropriate period of time has elapsed and 
the commercial sensitivity of the information on the project is no longer an issue (having regard 
also to any other similar PPP projects which may be in pre-procurement), the PSB should be 
made public. 

However, current policy is that the final PSB, or any elements thereof, is not made public 
during the tendering process, on the basis that revealing the amount that the State may pay for a 
service may give tenderers an opportunity to increase their asking price above what they might 
otherwise seek. This guidance also applies where it is intended to procure further similar proj-
ects in the near future.

As part of the ongoing Social Housing PPP programme, tenders for Bundle 2 are currently 
being evaluated, and the process for Bundle 3 is due to commence shortly. While the PSB will 
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be released in due course in accordance with the approach outlined above, it is not possible to 
release it at this time given the potential impact on value for money for the State for these future 
contracts.

10/04/2019WRL0010010/04/2019WRL00300Housing Provision

10/04/2019WRL00400211. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when work will commence on the 74 units at Craddockstown, Naas, County Kildare in 
view of his announcement on 21 March 2019, of the award of social housing bundle 1 PPP to a 
consortium (details supplied); the timeframe for completion of the 74 units at the location; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16918/19]

10/04/2019WRL00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Construction work on the 534 homes that will be delivered under Bundle 1 of the Social Hous-
ing PPP Programme commenced following financial close on the contract, which took place 
on 19 March 2019. In relation to the work which has begun on the site at Craddockstown, as 
referred to by the Deputy, it is expected that these homes will be completed and ready to receive 
tenants by Q2 2020.

10/04/2019WRL00600Local Authority Housing Data

10/04/2019WRL00700212. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the details of all local authority built houses completed in 2018, by local authority. 
[16942/19]

10/04/2019WRL00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Statistics on the number of social homes constructed by local authorities and Approved Hous-
ing Bodies (AHBs) are published on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision. 

These statistics are updated on a quarterly basis, with similar details for 2019 to be pub-
lished as the year progresses.

The Social Housing Construction Status Report, which is published on a quarterly basis, 
provides a range of details on the social housing construction programme of local authorities 
and AHBs, including details on a scheme by scheme basis of  projects completed, which in the 
case of local authority projects, delivered 2,022 homes in 2018.  The latest report, covering 
the period up to end Q4 2018, is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following 
link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q4-2018/.

In addition to the information set out in the report, local authorities also delivered 501 Part 
V new builds and refurbished over 1,700 homes under the Voids programme in 2018.

10/04/2019WRL00900National Parks and Wildlife Service

10/04/2019WRL01000213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which various species of native birds or animals are in danger of extinction; 
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if recent audits have taken place with a view to identifying the way in which to arrest further 
decline; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16955/19]

10/04/2019WRL01050214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which the numbers of grouse, partridge or other game birds continue to be 
monitored to prevent extinction; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16956/19]

10/04/2019WRL01100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 213 and 214 together:

My Department is responsible for the implementation of the Birds and Natural Habitats 
Regulations 2011 (SI 477/2011) which transpose the EU Birds and Habitats Directives in the 
Irish context. 

In line with our obligations under the Birds Directive, Ireland is due to submit its Article 
12 Report, covering the period 2013 to 2018, to the European Commission later this year. This 
report will set out in detail the conservation status of a range of bird species (including game 
birds such as Red Grouse) as well as detailing the range of monitoring programmes that under-
pin such status assessments. 

Work on this report is ongoing in my Department and its findings will be made available on 
the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (www.npws.ie) in due course. 

My Department also from time to time publishes “Red Lists”, a standardised approach 
for presentation of information on rare and threatened species, developed by the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, and widely used for this type of 
information. The most recent Red lists on npws.ie deal with moths, plants and the soft-boned 
fish, i.e. sharks, skates and rays.

Finally, the Atlas of mammals in Ireland, published by the National Biodiversity Data Cen-
tre in 2016, provides information on the status of mammals occurring in Ireland.

10/04/2019WRL01500Built Heritage Investment Scheme

10/04/2019WRL01600215. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
level of interest in the built heritage investment scheme and historic structures fund in County 
Limerick. [16776/19]

10/04/2019WRL01700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures Fund 
(HSF), formerly the Structures at Risk Fund (SRF), which are administered by local authorities.  

On 28 March I announced funding of €4.3m for 478 projects under these schemes. Details 
of these projects are available on my Department’s website and on local authority websites.   

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is designed to leverage private capital for invest-
ment in a significant number of labour-intensive, small scale conservation projects across the 
country and to support the employment of skilled and experienced conservation professionals, 
craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic built environment. The scheme helps 
with the repair and conservation of structures that are protected under the Planning and Devel-
opment Acts or within Architectural Conservation Areas. It is administered by local authorities.  

Under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme, local authorities assess the applications be-
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fore sending them to my Department for approval. My Department does not request the total 
number of applications received by the local authority. In 2019, 27 projects proposed by Lim-
erick City and County Council were approved under Built Heritage Investment Scheme to the 
value of €118,000, an increase of 9% over 2018.   

Built Heritage Investment Scheme – Limerick 2019

Name and Address of Structure      Grant
Sunvale Inn, Ardpatrick €3,000 
1 Bridge Street, Abbeyfeale €3,000 
Gate Lodge, Mungret College, Mungret, Limerick €3,000 
Limerick Christian Centre, Mungret College Chapel, Mungret €4,000 
Limekiln, Loughill €3,500 
Countess Dunraven Fountain, Blackabbey, Adare €3,000
Scarteen House, Knocklong €6,000 
Cooleen House, Bruree €5,000 
Fr. Kelly’s Thatched Cottage, Church View, Main Street, Adare €2,500 
Thatched House, Deelish, Ardagh €2,500 
Linfield House, Pallasgreen €4,000 
Castlegarde, Cappamore €5,000 
O’Connell’s Public House, Ballyneety €6,000 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Bridge Street, Limerick €5,000 
Parnell Cottage, Moroewood, Murroe €4,000 
Carrickaroche, Galbally €2,500 
Ballymartin School, Ballymartin, Manister €4,000 
Purtill Cottage, Tuogh, Adare €2,500 
Ó Ceilleachair Bar, Main Street, Kilfinane €4,000
St. Mary’s Church of Ireland, Askeaton €2,500 
St. Saviour’s Dominican Priory, Glentworth Street, Limerick €2,500 
St. Paul’s Heritage Centre, Glin €4,000 
Mona Lodge, Montpelier €2,850 
Kilballyowen Stableyard, Bruff €3,250 
Villiers School, North Circular Road, Limerick €3,250 
Saint Munchin’s Church, Old Church Street, Limerick €3,000
Maunsell Cross, Tervoe, Clarina, Limerick €4,000 
Raheen House, Ahane €3,000
2 Pery Square, Limerick €4,000 
17 Upper Cecil Street, Limerick €2,750
Limerick Georgian Core Historic Railings and plinth walls project, Limerick €2,750 
4 O’Connell Terrace, O’Connell Avenue, Limerick €4,650 
68 O’Connell Street, Limerick €3,000 
Total €118,000 

The Historic Structures Fund is for conservation works to heritage structures, in both private 
and public ownership. The primary focus of the Historic Structures Fund is on conservation and 
enhancement of historic structures and buildings for the benefit of communities and the public. 
The fund is generally administered through the local authorities who prepare a shortlist of ap-
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plications and each one can send a maximum of three private and one public project forward for 
assessment by my Department.  

Grants under Stream One of the Historic Structures Fund are for amounts of between 
€15,000 and €50,000. Under Stream Two a small number of larger grants, up to €200,000, was 
also available for historic structures in private and public ownership.  

Limerick City and County Council indicated they had received 13 applications under the 
Historic Structures Fund in 2019, of which 4 were put forward to the Department for consider-
ation. A further application was made directly to my Department. Following assessment, two 
projects were approved in County Limerick as set out below. 

Name and Address of Structure      Grant 
Barry’s Cottage, Church View, Adare €28,000 
Castletown Conyers (Upper Connello) €15,000 
Total €43,000 

10/04/2019WRL01800Heritage Sites

10/04/2019WRL01900216. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of sites or buildings nationally in respect of which preservation or restorative 
works are in hand; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16945/19]

10/04/2019WRL02000217. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of protected structures nationally deemed to be in need of further protective 
works be they heritage buildings or sites such as burial mounds or megalithic tombs; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16946/19]

10/04/2019WRL02100220. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which she continues to support heritage or interpretative centres nationally; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16950/19]

10/04/2019WRL02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 216, 217 and 220 together.

As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts of approxi-
mately 1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites. The management and 
maintenance of these monuments, including the provision of visitor and interpretative facili-
ties, is the statutory responsibility of the Office of Public Works (OPW).  Details of its ongoing 
work programme would be available from OPW. Local authorities are responsible under the 
National Monuments Acts for maintaining the national monuments of which they are owners 
or guardians. 

My Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) provides ongoing funding 
support for the visitor and interpretive centres located in our national parks, including introduc-
tory interpretive videos and customised leaflets and booklets focusing on the natural heritage of 
the area. These are updated from time to time as opportunity and resources allow.  Exhibitions 
on natural heritage are also presented both in temporary and permanent form. The most recently 
added permanent exhibition is located in Killarney House and this is geared towards first time 
visitors to Killarney National Park.

Through its partnership with Fáilte Ireland, and with support from the Rural Regeneration 
Development Fund, NPWS also intends to develop new visitor centres in some sites whilst 
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upgrading visitor centres/information points in others. This work will be prioritised and imple-
mented over a phased period of ten years. 

My Department also provides direct financial support for the protection of heritage buildings 
and historic structures through the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic 
Structures Fund (HSF), formerly the Structures at Risk Fund (SRF), which are administered by 
local authorities. 

On 28 March this year I announced funding of €4.3m for 478 projects under these schemes. 
Details of these projects are available on my Department’s and on local authority websites.  

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is designed to leverage private capital for invest-
ment in a significant number of labour-intensive, small scale conservation projects across the 
country and to support the employment of skilled and experienced conservation professionals, 
craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic built environment. The scheme helps 
with the repair and conservation of structures that are protected under the Planning and Devel-
opment Acts or within Architectural Conservation Areas. It is administered by local authorities. 

The Historic Structures Fund is for conservation works to heritage structures, in both private 
and public ownership. The primary focus of the Historic Structures Fund is on conservation and 
enhancement of historic structures and buildings for the benefit of communities and the public. 
The fund is generally administered through the local authorities who prepare a shortlist of ap-
plications and each one can send a maximum of three private and one public project forward for 
assessment by my Department. 

Grants under Stream One of the HSF are for amounts of between €15,000 and €50,000. Un-
der Stream Two a small number of larger grants, up to €200,000, was also available for historic 
structures in private and public ownership. 

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of the built heritage. It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide 
how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and conservation 
programmes it supports.  Further information about its Grant schemes is available from the 
Heritage Council and on its website www.heritagecouncil.ie.

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion in funding over the next 10 years 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. This plan will see increased investment in protecting and cel-
ebrating our heritage across the country. More details on the commencement and completion 
dates for projects and programmes, as well as the timing of the expenditure in relation to them, 
will emerge as we go through the process of appraisal and planning as required under the Public 
Spending Code.

10/04/2019WRL02400National Monuments

10/04/2019WRL02500218. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of historical sites that have been damaged in the past ten years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16947/19]

10/04/2019WRL02600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): All 
known archaeological monuments, of which there are in excess of 130,000, are entitled to 
protection under the National Monuments Acts.  Protection may be extended to previously un-
recorded monuments by my Department entering them in the Register of Historic Monuments 
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or the Record of Monuments and Places.  The Acts also allow me to make a preservation order 
where I consider a national monument to be at risk.

As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts of approxi-
mately 1,000 national monuments located at over 760 sites.  Maintenance of such monuments 
is undertaken on my behalf by the Office of Public Works.  Local authorities are responsible 
under the Acts for maintaining the national monuments of which they are owners or guardians.  

My Department also liaises regularly with the utility and infrastructure providers and has 
agreed codes of practice with a number of these agencies aimed at safeguarding archaeologi-
cal sites and monuments. In addition, awareness programmes are in place with the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Teagasc and farm organisations that are aimed at raising 
awareness in relation to farming and archaeology.

Notwithstanding the wide ranging legal provisions and other programmes in place, damage 
to archaeological sites and monuments does occur from time to time. My Department records 
all reports of damage to recorded monuments. Such reports usually emanate from members of 
the public, local authorities or heritage-based NGOs.  Cases involving alleged wilful damage 
to monuments are followed up in liaison with An Garda Síochána and prosecutions initiated 
where appropriate. There have been a number of convictions for such offences in recent years.

Protected structures are covered separately under the Planning and Developments Acts and 
local authorities have the appropriate enforcement measures in these cases.

The below table outlines the number of investigations in to reports of threat or damage 
carried out by the National Monuments Service of my Department over the last ten years as 
published in the Department’s Annual Report. 

Year
2018 120
2017 117
2016 117
2015 120
2014 210
2013 123
2012 107
2011  113
2010  88
2009  116

10/04/2019WRL02700Museum Projects

10/04/2019WRL02800219. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which museums are located throughout urban and rural Ireland in such a way 
as to ensure easy and ready access from an educational or tourism prospective with a special 
emphasis on local history; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16948/19]

10/04/2019WRL02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Irish 
Museums Association (IMA), which is funded annually by my Department and has an alloca-
tion of €40,000 for 2019, produced a detailed survey on the museums across Ireland in 2016, 
citing an approximate total of 230 museums.  The report also cites that in 2014, the collective 
figures visiting the 118 respondents totalled over 6 million visitors with a break out 60.5% iden-
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tified as domestic and 35.2% identified as overseas visitors.  The full report is available at http://
irishmuseums.org/assets/IMS-2016-DocsinglePrint.pdf.

In addition to providing funding for the IMA, my Department  runs a scheme for improving 
exhibitions in local and regional museums which is currently open for applications at https://
www.chg.gov.ie/arts/culture/grants-and-funding/regional-museum-exhibitions-scheme/.  
€150,000 has been allocated to this scheme for 2019.

My Department also runs a Mobility of Collections scheme for the dissemination of the Na-
tional Collections to regional museums and details of the 2019 Scheme may be found at  https://
www.chg.gov.ie/arts/culture/grants-and-funding/mobility-of-collections-scheme/.  This scheme 
is demand driven and has a 2019 allocation of €15,000.

Annual operational funding is also provided by my Department to regional and specialised 
museums such as the Foynes Flying Boat and Maritime Museum and the Cork Butter Museum.  
Details of previous funding to these bodies is available at https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/culture/
grants-and-funding/cultural-projects-funding/.

Further, my Department  offers capital funding to such bodies across Ireland and details 
of previous schemes may be reviewed at  https://www.chg.gov.ie/arts/creative-arts/grants-and-
funding/previous-schemes/.

Finally, under the Creative Ireland Programme, local authorities are receiving funding to 
support a series of initiatives over the course of 2019 that reflect the strategic priorities outlined 
in their own Cultural and Creativity Strategies, including events involving museums. 

Question No. 220 answered with Question No. 216.

10/04/2019WRL03100Built Heritage Investment Scheme

10/04/2019WRL03200221. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which employment prospects are created nationally arising from various 
activities and restoration works; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16951/19]

10/04/2019WRL03300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through a number of schemes which are generally administered by local authorities.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme is a scheme for the repair and conservation of pro-
tected structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. It is designed to leverage 
private capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the country and to sup-
port the employment of skilled conservation professionals and tradespeople.  

In 2018, €2m was provided for the Built Heritage Investment Scheme and 284 projects were 
funded. Based on returns received from local authorities, 17,377 days of employment were cre-
ated by the scheme during 2018 . 

The Structures at Risk Fund, which operated up to 2018, supported conservation works to 
heritage structures in both private and public ownership, which were deemed to be at significant 
risk of deterioration.  The Structures at Risk Fund was replaced in 2019 by the Historic Struc-
tures Fund, which is for conservation works to heritage structures in both private and public 
ownership. The primary focus of the Historic Structures Fund is on conservation and enhance-
ment of historic structures and buildings for the benefit of communities and the public.  
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In 2018, €1.324m was provided for the Structures at Risk Fund and 73 projects were funded. 
Based on returns received from local authorities, 7,271 days of employment were created  by 
the fund in 2018. 

On 28 March 2019, I announced that 478 heritage projects will benefit from a combined 
€4.3m under this year’s Historic Structures Fund and Built Heritage Investment Scheme. Fig-
ures for the number of days of employment created by both schemes will be available towards 
the end of the year.

10/04/2019WRL03400Creative Ireland Programme

10/04/2019WRL03500222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the degree to which she directly or indirectly continues to support the arts by way of grant 
aid with particular reference to commemorative events, musical or stage productions at local 
level; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16952/19]

10/04/2019WRL03600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Cre-
ative Ireland Programme is a culture-based programme led by my Department designed to 
promote individual, community and national wellbeing. Its core proposition is that participation 
in cultural activity drives personal and collective creativity, with significant implications for 
individual and societal wellbeing and achievement.

Under Pillar 2 of the Programme - ‘Enabling Creativity in Every Community’, in 2018, my 
Department allocated a sum of €2m and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment a sum of €1m to all 31 local authorities (€96,000 each approximately) to enable them 
support an extensive programme of activities, events and initiatives in each county.  This level 
of funding has been maintained for this year. 

In total in 2018, over 1,300 different initiatives around Ireland were funded under Pillar 2 
including arts projects, concerts, exhibitions, festivals, performances and workshops among 
many other activities. They covered areas such as architecture, biodiversity, crafts, heritage, 
dance, film, history, literature, music, photography, poetry, storytelling, theatre and the visual 
arts.  Of these many initiatives, twenty were commemorative events, 120 related to music while 
over 80 covered drama, stage and theatre productions. A full breakdown of events supported in 
2018 is listed in the 2018 End of Year Report for the Creative Ireland Programme which can be 
found here: https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/library. 

In addition, in 2018, my Department allocated a separate sum of €5,000 to each local au-
thority which supported over 100 commemorative events as part of the Decade of Commemo-
rations programme last year. The local authorities have a leading role in supporting the national 
conversation about the final phase of the Decade of Centenaries by encouraging respectful, 
inclusive and authentic citizen engagement debate and analysis, which is sensitive to the local 
context. Funding of €10,000 is being allocated to each local authority this year to support ongo-
ing development of local commemorative events under the Decade of Centenaries programme. 

10/04/2019WRL03700Philanthropy Initiatives

10/04/2019WRL03800223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which the arts continues to be assisted by philanthropists on an annual basis; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16953/19]
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10/04/2019WRL03900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Private 
support for the arts is an important funding source and the Government continues to support this 
through tax incentives and other initiatives. While my Department does not have a breakdown 
of the total flows of philanthropic funding to the sector, the Programme for a Partnership Gov-
ernment does contain a commitment to encourage strong, mutually beneficial links between 
the business community and the arts community to assist arts organisations to capitalise on 
sponsorship opportunities and to develop business partnerships and fundraising skills.  In this 
regard, I recognise the important work carried out by Business to Arts for which my Depart-
ment provides some financial assistance.

In addition, the Arts Council, which is funded by my Department, operates the RAISE pro-
gramme, which seeks to enhance fund-raising skills in arts organisations with a view to diversi-
fying the sector’s sources of funding.  It is designed to assist the sector in securing philanthropic 
contributions to the arts in Ireland.     

In terms of other capital investment requiring co-funding, a €10 million investment scheme 
for arts and cultural centres is in progress, focussed on upgrading the existing stock of such 
centres around the country.  The funding, which is being made available as part of the Capital 
Investment Framework 2016-2021, is dependent on matching funding being secured by project 
promoters and therefore provides an opportunity for philanthropic support.

In addition, Project Ireland 2040 provides for investment of €460m in a significant number 
of capital projects in our National Cultural Institutions over the next 10 years and states that in-
dividual cultural institutions will be raising their own contributions (typically around 10%-15% 
of project costs) through philanthropic effort.

10/04/2019WRL04000Waterways Ireland

10/04/2019WRL04100224. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the extent to which Waterways Ireland continues to develop and improve the canals; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16954/19]

10/04/2019WRL04200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Water-
ways Ireland continues to work with local authorities to develop the towpath along the Royal 
Canal.  In July 2019 this work will be completed and Ireland’s longest off-road walking and 
cycling trail, the Royal Canal Greenway, from Maynooth to Richmond Harbour in Clondra, Co 
Longford (120km) will be launched.  

Waterways Ireland is also working with Offaly County Council, Kildare County Council, 
South Dublin Council and Dublin City Council to develop the Grand Canal towpath from Grand 
Canal Dock to Shannon Harbour in Co Offaly as a walking and cycling route for recreational, 
tourism and commuter purposes.  Waterways Ireland is leading a collaborative application un-
der the Greenway Strategy for development of the Grand Canal towpath into a greenway.

In Dublin a programme to upgrade the towpaths into premium walking and cycleways has 
been on-going for a number of years.  The development of the canal towpaths provides a unique 
opportunity to deliver off-road walking and cycling and the potential to connect Dublin to the 
many rural communities along the waterways in the Midlands.

Waterways Ireland is working with Kilkenny and Carlow County Councils on the develop-
ment of a recreational and tourism hub on public lands and property in the Graiguenamanagh 
and Tinnahinch areas.  In addition, the Body has created and promoted the operation of Activity 
Hubs in Carlow and Mullingar where activity providers offer visitors the opportunity to par-
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ticipate in walking, cycling and paddle sports.  In July 2018, 20km of Blueway trails (walking, 
cycling and paddling) opened at Mullingar Harbour on the Royal Canal.

Waterways Ireland continually seeks partnerships with other bodies such as Canoeing Ire-
land and Athletics Ireland to develop programmes and promote physical activity on its property. 

The Paddles Up and Blueway 10k programmes with Canoeing Ireland gave people the 
opportunity to learn a new sport.  The partnership with Athletics Ireland will see a range of 
programmes such as Fit4Life and the Daily Mile take place along the canals and help promote 
improved levels of fitness, health and wellness.

Waterways Ireland is carrying out an on-going programme to reuse built heritage assets 
such as lock houses which have become unused for new recreational purposes.  For example, 
the 1st lock house on the Royal Canal has been redeveloped as an outdoor activity hub by the 
Adventure Partnership.

Annual maintenance works continue with weed cutting, grass and hedge cutting, landing 
jetty repairs, rehabilitation of masonry structures, navigation channel dredging, removal of fall-
en trees and lock chamber repairs.

Waterways Ireland continues to work with all stakeholders to regularise boating and to en-
sure equality for all users on the canals.  The Body invests significant time and effort in ensuring 
that vessels on the canal network are appropriate for the canals, and that vessels which could 
provide a potential closure of the navigation are dealt with in accordance with the bye-laws.


