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     Questions Nos. 1 to 26, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 27 to 31, inclusive, resubmitted.

09/04/2019WRA00600Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

09/04/2019WRA0070032. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent trip 
to the United States of America and the meetings he attended. [13969/19]

09/04/2019WRA0080033. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the issues he 
raised with President Trump during his recent visit to the White House. [12373/19]

09/04/2019WRA00900The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 32 and 33 together.

In Washington D.C. I had a series of political discussions and meetings, including with 
President Trump, Vice President Pence, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, Senator Patrick Leahy and Congressmen Richie Neal and Peter King. 

In each meeting, we discussed the Ireland - US bilateral relationship, including the impor-
tance of the two-way economic relationship.

I outlined the Government’s position on Brexit, and thanked representatives of the Admin-
istration and Congress for their continued backing for the Northern Ireland Peace Process. 

On Immigration, I expressed the Government’s appreciation for the backing received both 
from the Administration and across the aisles in Congress for the E3 Bill last year, and high-
lighted the continued problems facing the undocumented Irish in the US. 

In Washington D.C. I also attended a series of events hosted by the US Chamber of Com-
merce, Enterprise Ireland and Science Foundation Ireland.

I also attended a number of events including the White House St. Patrick’s Day reception; 
a breakfast event hosted by the Vice President, and receptions hosted by the Irish Ambassador 
and by the Ireland Funds.

In Chicago, I had a meeting with a number of emigrant support groups that receive Irish 
Government funding, and had the opportunity to reaffirm the Government’s commitment to 
finding a resolution to the status of the undocumented. 

I also met with political leaders including Governor Jay Pritzker and Mayor Emanuel, where 
we discussed bilateral relations and topical issues including Brexit. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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I attended Chicago’s annual St. Patrick’s Day events, including a dinner hosted by the Irish 
Fellowship Club, mass in Old St. Patrick’s church, and the Chicago Parade. 

Finally, I launched Tourism Ireland’s new publication marking the 10th anniversary of the 
Global Greening Initiative.

  Questions Nos. 34 and 35 resubmitted.

09/04/2019WRA01100Cabinet Committee Meetings

09/04/2019WRA0120036. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee E (Health) 
last met. [12374/19]

09/04/2019WRA01300The Taoiseach: Cabinet Committee E last met on 22 November 2018. A date for the next 
meeting is being scheduled.

In addition to the meetings of the full Cabinet and of Cabinet Committees, I often meet with 
Ministers on an individual basis to focus on particular issues. In this regard, I meet regularly 
with Minister Harris to discuss issues relating to our health service.

The Government’s continuing commitment to improve access to health and social services 
for the people of Ireland through investment across community and hospital services is re-
flected in the significant increases in Health investment in recent years. This year will see the 
highest ever level of health funding in the history of the State.

Recent significant developments include:

The publication of the Sláintecare Action Plan for 2019, the first of what will be annual 
plans, sets out in a detailed and measurable way how the ambitious 10-year reform programme 
will be advanced this year.

Minister Harris recently launched the €20million Sláintecare Integration Fund for new mod-
els of health and social care, which will help share and scale examples of best practice, and 
encourage innovations in the shift of care to the community.  

Last week, an agreement was reached with the Irish Medical Organisation on a major pack-
age of GP contractual reforms that will benefit patients and make general practice a more at-
tractive career option for doctors. 

On 1 April, primary care enhancements announced in Budget 2019 for reduced prescription 
charges and reduced drug payment scheme and increased GP visit card income thresholds came 
into effect. This is a step forward in benefitting potentially hundreds of thousands of people 
when these three actions are taken together. 

A new HSE board is being established to strengthen the management, governance and ac-
countability of the HSE. Appointments to the Board have been made on an administrative basis 
after the positions were advertised through the State Board process operated by the Public Ap-
pointments Service.

Following an open competition by the Public Appointments Service, Mr Paul Reid was ap-
pointed the new Director General of the HSE last week and is expected to begin the position 
on 14 May.

Significant progress has been made since the Cabinet Committee last met.
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  Questions Nos. 37 to 59, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 60 to 68, inclusive, answered orally.

09/04/2019WRA01600Legislative Reviews

09/04/2019WRA0170069. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his views on whether a review of legislation is required to ensure greater fixture of tenure and 
greater limitations on multiple evictions in view of the developments at a location (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16380/19]

09/04/2019WRA01800114. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a review of the rights of tenants to improve rent certainty will be supported in view of 
the mass evictions taking place at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16381/19]

09/04/2019WRA01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 69 and 114 together.

The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body 
under the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 to operate a national tenancy registration sys-
tem and to resolve disputes between landlords and tenants.  

A number of measures have been introduced in recent years with the objective of improv-
ing security of tenure for tenants.  Security of tenure provisions under the Residential Tenan-
cies Acts apply once a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a continuous period of 
6 months, with no valid notice of termination having been served during that time. Section 34 
provides that a landlord must state a reason for the termination in any notice served, in accor-
dance with the grounds for terminations set out in the table to that section.

The so-called ‘Tyrrelstown amendment’, included in the Planning and Development (Hous-
ing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016, provides a proportionate and justifiable limit to the 
legal right of landlords to use the ‘intention to sell’ ground to terminate a tenancy.  Where a 
landlord proposes to sell 10 or more units within a single development at the same time, that 
sale is subject to the existing tenants remaining in situ, other than in exceptional circumstances.

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2018 published last December aims 
to deliver on a number of commitments flowing from Rebuilding Ireland and commitments I 
made to provide the RTB with additional powers and resources to deliver enhanced protections 
to both tenants and landlords.

While extending the scope of the “Tyrrelstown amendment” is legally problematical and is 
therefore not provided for in the Bill, the Government has approved a range of amendments, 
including provisions to strengthen further the arrangements in relation to security of tenure for 
tenants and enforcement mechanisms under the Acts.  These amendments will be introduced at 
Dail Committee Stage of the Bill which is scheduled to be taken later this week.  Thereafter, the 
Government will be working to ensure that the Bill completes its passage through both Houses 
as quickly as possible, supporting the stability of the private rental sector in the interests of ten-
ants and landlords alike.  

09/04/2019WRA02000Rent Pressure Zones
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09/04/2019WRA0210070. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to extend rent pressure zone designation periods beyond three years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16253/19]

09/04/2019WRA02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Last December, I published the Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2018 to de-
liver on a number of commitments flowing from Rebuilding Ireland and the commitments that 
I made to provide the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) with additional powers and resources 
to deliver enhanced protections to both tenants and landlords.

The Government has given priority to the legal drafting and passage of this Bill through 
the Houses of the Oireachtas.  On 2 April 2019, the Government approved proposals I brought 
forward for significant  Committee Stage amendments to the Bill, including a provision that the 
operation of existing Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs) will now extend to 31 December 2021, sup-
porting the continued restrictions on rent increases in the areas concerned.  

The key measures and reforms in the Bill are designed to enhance the enforcement powers 
and data capacity for the RTB, provide greater security of tenure for tenants and further under-
pin the operation of the Rent Pressure Zone (RPZ) arrangements.  Specifically in relation to 
RPZs, the Bill provides powers for the RTB to investigate and sanction landlords who fail to 
comply with the 4% rent increase restriction and the exemptions from the 4% restriction will 
be revised so as to apply only to the first rent setting, rather than every rent setting, of a new 
rental property.  In addition, revisions are being proposed to give wider scope to the application 
of Rent Pressure Zones. 

A fundamental principle of the Bill is to secure stability and confidence in the rental sector 
and its economic viability, and to safeguard and balance the rights of both tenants and landlords, 
while enhancing the effectiveness of the Residential Tenancies Acts as a whole.  As the Deputy 
will be aware, the Bill is scheduled for Dáil Committee stage debate later this week and I look 
forward to constructive discussions with the Deputy and other members of the Committee in 
that context.

  Question No. 71 answered orally.

09/04/2019WRA02400Tenant Purchase Scheme Review

09/04/2019WRA0250072. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans to publish the review on the tenant purchase (incremental) scheme 2016; 
the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16336/19]

09/04/2019WRA0260082. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the review of the tenant purchase scheme will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16250/19]

09/04/2019WRA02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 72 and 82 together.

The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015 set the commencement 
date as 1 January 2016 for the introduction of the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme for 
existing local authority houses.

The Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses 
that are available for sale under the Scheme.  To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, 
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including having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in re-
ceipt of social housing support for at least one year.

In line with the commitment given in the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness, a review of the operation of the first 12 months of the Tenant Pur-
chase (Incremental) Scheme has been completed and a full report has been prepared setting out 
findings and recommendations.  

Following consideration of a number of implementation issues arising, I expect to be in a 
position to publish the Review very shortly. Indeed, it is intended that a wider package of social 
housing reform measures will be brought to Government in the near future and the relevant 
recommendations made in the Review of the Tenant Purchase Scheme will be progressed as 
part of that process. 

09/04/2019WRA02800Private Rented Accommodation

09/04/2019WRA0290073. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his views on the significant increase in the number of institutional investors in the residential 
property market and the impact this is having on security of tenure and affordability; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16413/19]

09/04/2019WRA03000101. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the increased number of bulk sales of apartments by developers to REITS 
or investment funds; his plans to counter this and the effect it has on the first time buyers and 
rental markets; if he has had discussions with his colleague the Minister for Finance with regard 
to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16351/19]

09/04/2019WRA03100111. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the fact that investment and private equity firms are buying entire new apart-
ment developments; if he has had discussions with his Ministerial colleagues on addressing the 
advantages these firms have in order to ensure a level playing field for other potential purchas-
ers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16330/19]

09/04/2019WRA03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 73, 101 and 111 together.

There are approximately 340,000 tenancies registered with the Residential Tenancies Board 
(RTB), of which approximately 310,000 are private rented tenancies. The majority of landlords, 
just over 70%, own just one property, with a further 16% owning just two properties. Almost 
86% of the registered rental housing stock is owned by landlords with less than 10 properties, 
reflecting the fact that the overall proportion of the rental stock held by institutional investors 
is relatively low. 

Historically, the private rented sector in Ireland has been largely made up of small-scale 
landlords, who will continue to provide the bulk of private rented accommodation. However, a 
more diverse sector, which includes institutional investors specialised in providing and manag-
ing rented residential property on a larger scale, provides additional stability and less exposure 
to property market risk and volatility. Institutional investors can also help provide the range of 
tenancy options that households need across their lifecycles. The fact that institutional inves-
tors are entering the rental market, with a clear long-term focus on their investment, provides 
security for tenants who can be confident that their landlord is committed for the long run. 

It is important to recognise the positive effects that institutional investment can have in 
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terms of the supply of housing, not least given the scale of housing development envisaged 
under the National Planning Framework over the period to 2040, particularly apartment de-
velopments in the main urban centres.  It is worth noting that a recent report on institutional 
investment from the Department of Finance clearly points to the benefits of professionalising 
the sector, realising economies of scale, and a resultant improvement in regulatory and taxation 
compliance standards.  

That report also notes that it would not be correct to assume that the properties being bought 
by institutional investors would otherwise have been bought by first time buyers, with the sug-
gestion being made that much of the stock would likely have been purchased by Buy to Let 
investors with access to equity, either through their household or business wealth.  

I am committed to improving security of tenure of tenants and I have brought forward 
additional measures in this regard for Committee Stage of the Residential Tenancies (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Bill 2018, scheduled for later this week.  These include providing new powers 
to the RTB to investigate and sanction landlords who engage in improper conduct, including 
non-compliance with the rent increase restrictions in Rental Pressure Zones, which are the areas 
where institutional investment tends to be concentrated.

The legislation will allow the RTB to initiate an investigation without the need for a com-
plaint to be made. It will also require the annual registration of tenancies with the RTB and 
significantly extend the notice periods for tenancy terminations by landlords. The annual reg-
istration of tenancies will provide improved data on the profile of landlords in the market, in-
cluding institutional landlords, and will be of benefit to my Department in keeping the market 
under review, ensuring that we facilitate the positive impacts of institutional investment, while 
addressing any broader issues that may arise. 

  Question No. 74 answered with Question No. 67.

09/04/2019WRB00200Proposed Legislation

09/04/2019WRB0030075. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when new legislation to establish cross boundary committees will be published in view 
of the commitment given by the Minister of State to Dáil Éireann on 13 December 2018 during 
the Report Stage of the Local Government Act 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15729/19]

09/04/2019WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Following on from enactment of the Local Government Act 
2019, and as indicated during its passage through the Oireachtas, it is my intention, in the 
coming months, to publish legislation to place local authority cross boundary cooperation on a 
statutory basis.

What is envisaged is the establishment of Urban Area Committees for urban areas with a 
population between 1,500 and 100,000, where the results of a population census show that at 
least 1,500 persons or 10% of the population are living in the administrative area of another 
local authority.  This would include Athlone, Bray, Carlow, Carrick-on-Shannon, Drogheda, 
Limerick, Portarlington and Waterford.  The functions of UACs will be set out in the legislation 
in due course but, at this stage, I consider that the UACs could perform strategic and economic 
planning functions for the areas concerned.   

Membership of each committee would be drawn from both local authorities and consist of 
councillors from the relevant local electoral areas as well as the Cathaoirleach of each of the 
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local authorities.  Provision for participation in a non-voting capacity for experts in the areas of 
planning, transport, infrastructure, housing and/or business could also be included.

I have recently met with a number of local authorities to discuss the proposals and I will 
engage in further consultation prior to finalising and publishing the legislation.

 

09/04/2019WRB00500Land Development Agency

09/04/2019WRB0060076. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will provide a full report on the involvement of the Land Development Agen-
cy in the development of public housing on a site (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16406/19]

09/04/2019WRB00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The primary role of the Land Development Agency is to drive the use of available State lands 
for the development of housing and to regenerate under-utilised sites.  On its establishment, the 
Agency had access to an initial tranche of 8 sites that have near term delivery potential for 3,000 
new homes, with additional potential for 7,000 new homes over the medium to longer term.  
Significant preparatory work is underway in relation to these sites.  In addition to this work, the 
LDA is also working to expand the pipeline of projects with additional publicly owned sites.  

The LDA has been in discussions with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council regarding 
the Council’s site at Shanganagh.  The focus of those discussions has centred on the range of 
options which could be pursued to accelerate the delivery of housing on the site.  

The LDA is currently working on a delivery plan for the site, including financing, which 
will be presented for consideration by the elected members of the County Council later this 
year.  Ultimately, any plan regarding the development of the site will be a matter for the local 
authority.  The Board of the LDA would need to approve any proposals for the LDA itself to 
invest in the development.    

09/04/2019WRB00800Credit Unions

09/04/2019WRB0090077. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his officials have been working with other Departments in relation to the special 
purpose vehicle for credit unions to be allowed to lend money to housing associations for social 
housing. [10601/19]

09/04/2019WRB01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Programme for a Partnership Government recognised the 
potential role that credit unions can play in housing finance and supported the efforts of the 
Registrar of Credit Unions at the Central Bank to gradually lift current lending restrictions as 
appropriate, including for housing.

Credit Union bodies have set out proposed means by which funding could be provided by 
Credit Unions to Approved Housing Bodies for the development of social housing.  This fol-
lows on from the amendments introduced by the Central Bank to the regulatory regime within 
which Credit Unions operate.

Along with my colleague, Minister Murphy, and officials from my Department and the De-
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partment of Finance, I have met with the Irish League of Credit Unions (ILCU) and the Credit 
Union Development Association (CUDA) to examine how their sector can assist in the area of 
financing social housing delivery. Throughout the discussions with the Credit Unions’ repre-
sentative bodies, my Department has emphasised that while it can provide technical assistance 
regarding the mechanisms for funding social housing, which it has provided, it is a matter for 
the Credit Unions themselves to set up special purpose vehicles to enable them to invest in the 
sector. For this reason, my Department referred the Credit Unions’ representative bodies to the 
Irish Council for Social Housing with a view to both sectors sharing, as far as practical, the ben-
efits of their respective work in this area, including the work being undertaken by the ICSH on 
the development of special purpose vehicles for social housing financing purposes, supported 
by grant funding from my Department.  

It is a matter for both parties to progress these engagements, which I hope can lead to a 
workable, mutually acceptable approach to moving forward on this issue.  

Question No. 78 answered with Question No. 67.

09/04/2019WRB01200Homeless Persons Supports

09/04/2019WRB0130079. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the ongoing delay in bringing forward the quality standards and inspection 
regime for emergency homeless accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16410/19]

09/04/2019WRB01400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation and related services for 
homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  This responsibility of housing au-
thorities includes responsibility for ensuring that contracted services are delivered in a profes-
sional manner, in line with any service level agreement that is in place.  In that regard, housing 
authorities carry out inspections as they determine to be appropriate. 

Supporting individuals and families experiencing homelessness is a priority for this Gov-
ernment.  The Dublin Region Homeless Executive has developed a National Quality Standards 
Framework (NQSF) on behalf of my Department.  The NQSF has been developed to ensure a 
more consistent approach on how local authorities and service providers respond to the needs of 
those experiencing homelessness.  The NQSF was implemented on a phased basis in the Dub-
lin region, with site visits commencing in February this year.  The experience gained from the 
recent completion of the rollout in the Dublin region and the commencement of site visits has 
allowed the DRHE to evaluate how the NQSF should be implemented nationally and to advise 
my Department accordingly. 

Later this week, my Department will be writing to each of the lead local authorities, respon-
sible for the coordination of the delivery of homeless services at the regional level, advising 
them on the process for the implementation of the NQSF.   In light of the experience in the 
Dublin region, it is proposed that the NQSF will be implemented over a 12-month period com-
mencing on 1 July 2019.  

09/04/2019WRB01500Social and Affordable Housing Provision

09/04/2019WRB0160080. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the way in which the strategic housing development legislation is contributing to 
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the provision of affordable housing in particular in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16408/19]

09/04/2019WRB01700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 introduced new 
temporary streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for strategic housing de-
velopments (SHD) - i.e. developments of 100 housing units or more or student accommodation 
or shared accommodation developments of 200 bed spaces or more - to be made directly to An 
Bord Pleanala for determination instead of having to be submitted in the first instance to the 
local planning authority with the possibility of subsequent appeal to the Board.  These arrange-
ments came into operation on 3 July 2017.

The primary purpose of the SHD arrangements is to speed up the planning decision-making 
process, thereby providing greater planning certainty for developers in terms of the timelines 
within which proposals for such developments can be determined, while simultaneously fully 
respecting the statutory requirements for public consultation in respect of such proposals. 

Since the new SHD arrangements came into operation up until 28 February 2019, the Board 
had received 65 SHD applications and had decided 43 cases, 22 of which related to develop-
ment projects in Dublin.  The Dublin SHD projects in respect of which planning permission has 
been granted amount to a total of 4,120 houses and apartments (1,226 houses, 2,894 apart-
ments) and 3,636 student accommodation bed spaces.

With regard to affordability, one of the Government’s key priorities is to address issues of 
housing affordability, including for low to middle-income households and workers.  A multi-
stranded approach is being taken to support such households in achieving home ownership, 
particularly those households earning annual gross incomes up to €50,000 for single applicants 
and €75,000 for dual applicants. 

In terms of affordable purchase, I commenced the relevant provisions of Part 5 of the Hous-
ing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 to provide a statutory basis for the delivery of afford-
able housing for purchase.  I also made regulations last month on foot of which local authorities 
are now moving ahead to develop schemes of priority for the allocation of affordable housing 
in due course. 

The new scheme will be set in the context of moderating growth in house prices and rental 
levels in the market and will complement other key Government affordability initiatives.  These 
include the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, which has seen 720 loans to a total value of some 
€127.5m drawn down, and the Help to Buy scheme, under which some 10,500 applications, to 
a value of some €153m, have been approved.

In order to support the affordable housing programmes of local authorities, the Government 
has committed €310 million, over the three years 2019 to 2021, under the Serviced Sites Fund 
to support the provision of 6,200 affordable homes to purchase or rent.  An initial 10 projects, 
with the potential for 1,400 affordable homes, have already been approved with an allocation 
of €43 million under the first call for proposals and a second call for further projects has now 
issued to 19 local authorities where economic assessments have been carried out by the local 
authorities concerned and affordability issues have been identified.

In addition, approximately 2,350 affordable homes will be delivered on mainly publicly 
owned lands supported through the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund, while 5,600 
further homes will benefit from a LIHAF-related cost reduction, some of which are already 
coming to market.   The work of the Land Development Agency will also be of crucial im-
portance in terms of delivering more affordable housing.  The initial portfolio of sites that the 
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Agency has access to will have the potential, over the short to medium term, to deliver 3,000 
affordable homes in line with the Government policy of achieving 30% affordable housing on 
State lands generally. 

In parallel, the Dublin local authorities continue to progress a number of other significant 
housing projects on publicly owned lands, including the redevelopment of O’Devaney Gardens 
and a site at Oscar Traynor Road in Dublin City, yielding approximately 280 affordable homes. 
In addition, 380 cost rental homes will be delivered between projects at the former St. Michael’s 
Estate in Inchicore and at Enniskerry Road in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown.   

09/04/2019WRB01800Housing Data

09/04/2019WRB0190081. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding affordable housing availability and discounts on house prices in 
developments assisted by LIHAF funding and infrastructure. [16061/19]

09/04/2019WRB02000121. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the level of discount from market value he expects to achieve for affordable houses being 
provided and supported with funding from the serviced sites fund and the local infrastructure 
housing activation fund; the number of houses to be provided by each fund in 2019 and 2020, 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16373/19]

09/04/2019WRB02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 81 and 121 together.

Affordable housing is being delivered through a range of mechanisms, including the Local 
Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF); direct delivery from State land supported by 
the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF); and delivery by the Land Development Agency.  It is expected 
that with construction progress being made in 2019, the first homes would become available 
from 2020 onwards.  

Approximately 2,350 affordable homes will be delivered on mainly publicly owned lands 
supported through LIHAF, while 5,600 further homes will benefit from a LIHAF related cost 
reduction.  

Under the SSF, €310 million is being available from 2019 through to 2021 to support facili-
tating infrastructure on local authority sites, which will deliver over 6,000 affordable homes.  I 
issued approval in December 2018 for funding for 10 infrastructure projects costing €43 mil-
lion, which will support the delivery of 1,400 affordable homes. A second call for proposals 
seeking funding support has now issued and my Department will continue to work very closely 
with local authorities in order to advance priority affordable housing projects.

The price of individual homes to be delivered with the support of the SSF will be deter-
mined on a project-by-project basis.  Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009, which has now been commenced, provides for a discount of up to 40% of the market 
value on the property, with the discount being held as an equity stake by the local authority until 
subsequently bought out by the household or captured on resale. 

The work of the Land Development Agency will also be of crucial importance in terms of 
delivering more affordable housing; an initial portfolio of eight sites that the Agency has access 
to will have the potential, over the short to medium term, to deliver 3,000 affordable homes in 
line with the Government policy of achieving 30% affordable housing on State lands generally.
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Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 72.

09/04/2019WRB02300Local Authority Housing

09/04/2019WRB0240083. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the steps he is taking to reduce the length of time that local authorities have to wait for 
final departmental approval to proceed with housing schemes that are built within their func-
tional area. [16293/19]

09/04/2019WRB02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Important steps have already been put in place, since January 2018, to improve the timelines 
involved in the advancement of new social housing capital construction projects, from ini-
tial proposal to placing the construction contract and starting on site. A timeline of 59 weeks 
has been agreed with the City and County Management Association (CCMA) for this process, 
which compares favourably with private sector construction projects.  

The 59-week timeline includes the time required for my Department to assess and approve 
the projects. However, this is just a small element of the 59-week timeline; the majority of the 
time is given over to the local authorities’ own work in designing projects, engaging consultants 
and contractors and obtaining planning approval through the Part 8 process. 

For example, after design work is complete and planning permission has been obtained, 
10 weeks are provided for local authorities to undertake tendering and assess the proposals 
received. 3 weeks are then provided for my Department to give final funding approval. As well 
as all parties working to the above timelines, technical advisors from the Department also meet 
directly with their local authority colleagues on a quarterly basis to address issues with social 
housing construction projects as they arise. This continuous dialogue also helps the advance-
ment and approval of new construction projects. 

09/04/2019WRB02600Local Authority Housing Provision

09/04/2019WRB0270084. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the contacts his Department has had with Dublin City Council in relation to the 
delivery of social housing targets in 2018 and to date in 2019; if the council needs further emer-
gency powers to meet those targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15746/19]

09/04/2019WRB02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is supporting local authorities in the provision of social housing homes through a 
range of different initiatives and schemes.  This includes the construction of social homes on 
the land of local authorities and construction delivery in conjunction with Approved Housing 
Bodies (AHBs).  Local authorities are also working in partnership with private developers to 
deliver social housing construction through turnkey arrangements. In addition, my Department 
is funding social housing delivery through acquisitions, leasing arrangements, the Housing As-
sistance Payment (HAP) and the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS). Such a blend of deliv-
ery mechanisms is essential to ensure the needs of households will be successfully met.

The social housing delivery output figures for 2018 show that the Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan is working.  The level of progress being made is reflected in social housing waiting lists, 
which have reduced by 22% between September 2016 and June 2018, from 91,600 households 
to 71,858. Through partnerships between local authorities, AHBs and a range of other delivery 
partners, over 45,000 individuals and families had their housing needs met during 2016 and 
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2017.  A total of 27,103 households had their housing needs met in 2018, with 8,422 new homes 
brought into the active social housing stock through, build, acquisition, voids and leasing pro-
grammes.  This is 550 more homes than targeted for the year.

My Department engages with all local authorities, including with Dublin City Council, 
on a regular basis regarding the accelerated delivery of social housing. This includes at Chief 
Executive level, bilaterals at senior official level and quarterly technical meetings. In terms of 
the progress made in social housing delivery in 2018 and in the context of the social housing 
target setting process for 2019, my Department has had significant engagement and contacts 
with officials in Dublin City Council. Indeed, I have, myself, engaged with the Chief Executive 
of Dublin City Council on many occasions in relation to social housing delivery and my most 
recent engagement with the Chief Executive was at the last Housing Summit, which I hosted in 
February this year.  

I am confident that the actions, targets, legislative framework and resources available to all 
local authorities under Rebuilding Ireland provide a strong platform for meeting our challenges 
in the housing sector and I will be continuing to work with all stakeholders to ensure that de-
livery remains on target.

09/04/2019WRB02900Housing Issues

09/04/2019WRB0300085. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the way in which affordable homes would be delivered nationally further to his 
recent circular on affordable housing criteria to local authorities; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16405/19]

09/04/2019WRB03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government recognises the housing affordability pressures that exist for low to middle 
income households, particularly in Dublin and  other main urban centres. 

Affordable housing will be available either to purchase, under Part 5 of the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, or through ‘cost rental’ which is dealt with on an administra-
tive basis.

In terms of the priority areas for the operation of Affordable House Purchase, this is being 
influenced by the economic assessments, which local authorities were asked to carry out to 
identify affordability issues in their areas. 

Significant delivery is to be achieved through the €310 million Serviced Site Fund, under 
which at least 6,200 affordable homes are to be supported over the next three years. The fund 
primarily focuses on providing key facilitating infrastructure. 

An initial 10 projects have been approved for €43m of funding under the first call for pro-
posals under the Serviced Sites Fund.  This first tranche of funding will enable the delivery of 
1,400 affordable homes.  A second call for proposals has now issued and my Department will 
be working closely with local authorities over the coming weeks to support the accelerated de-
livery of affordable housing in the areas where such homes are most needed. 

09/04/2019WRB03200Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRB0330086. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the annual growth of local authority housing lists has been accurately established 
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with a view to ensuring the provision of an adequate number of local authority direct build 
houses on an annual basis thereby ensuring waiting lists do not expand further; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16395/19]

09/04/2019WRB03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local authority 
area are provided in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA), an exer-
cise which has been carried out on an annual basis since 2016. The assessments are published 
annually and the most recent assessment, carried out in June 2018, is available at the following 
link:

Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists Data

In June 2016, the assessment showed that there were 91,600 households on local authority 
waiting lists nationally. This fell to 85,799 in June 2017, and the most recent assessment in 2018 
shows that 71,858 households were assessed as qualified and being in need of social housing 
support. This represents a decrease of 19,7421 households or 22% over the period 2016 to 2018.

The targets for social housing provision set out in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for 
Housing and Homelessness were developed to provide immediate, medium and long-term sup-
ports for households on local authority waiting lists. The Plan aims to deliver more than 50,000 
built, acquired and leased homes over the 6 year period of the Plan. This ambition has been 
proportionately divided into local authority targets, directly reflecting the numbers on individ-
ual local authority lists. In addition, the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, and the 
Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) will continue to deliver flexible and immediate housing 
solutions to complement the build, acquisition and leasing programmes. Overall, more than 
138,000 housing supports are anticipated over the lifetime of the Plan. This makes provision 
for the 91,600 households on the lists at the time the Plan was published and also anticipated 
additional need arising.

All available resources at national and local level have been mobilised to maximise the 
delivery of social housing as quickly and efficiently as possible.   Local authority build pro-
grammes are an essential component of the 50,000 homes to be delivered over the lifetime of 
the Plan. In addition to local authorities building on their own land, this also includes partner-
ships with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs). Annual delivery targets are issued to local au-
thorities and delivery against these targets is published quarterly on my Department’s website. 
The 2019 Social Housing targets are available at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/.

My Department works closely with each individual local authority to provide the necessary 
funding and structures to enable them to deliver their minimum build targets, and where pos-
sible to exceed their targets and advance their pipelines for additional delivery in the coming 
years.  Quarterly Construction Status Reports provide an overview of new build social housing 
completed and being advanced across the 31 local authorities.  The latest report, reflecting the 
position at the end of 2018, is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website, at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q4-2018/.

09/04/2019WRB03500Home Loan Scheme

09/04/2019WRB0360087. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
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ernment the status of the review of the criteria for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; 
when he plans to publish the result of the review; his plans to ensure the long-term viability and 
success of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16369/19]

09/04/2019WRB03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme was launched in February last year to replace the 
existing House Purchase and the Home Choice Loan schemes. Towards the end of the year I 
asked my Department to undertake a review of its operation.

In carrying out the review, the Department has consulted with a number of local authorities, 
the Housing Agency and the Housing Finance Agency. The review also has regard to the views 
raised by public representatives since the scheme’s commencement.  However, in making any 
recommendations in relation to the operation of the scheme, it also takes account of the need to 
ensure that lending issued under it is provided on a prudential basis, so as to protect the financial 
interests of the borrowers and the local authorities.    

The review has been submitted to me and I am currently examining it with a view  to pub-
lishing it shortly.

09/04/2019WRB03800Local Authority Housing Data

09/04/2019WRB0390088. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has met with either Cavan or Monaghan county councils to discuss social housing 
strategies; the housing targets for new builds in both counties for 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16160/19]

09/04/2019WRB0400091. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of houses acquired or purchased by Cavan and Monaghan county councils 
in each of the years 2013 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16161/19]

09/04/2019WRB04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 88 and 91 together.

I have met with all local authorities at senior level in relation to the advancement of social 
housing. In particular, I have held a number of Housing Summits with the local authority Chief 
Executives, including those from Cavan and Monaghan, the most recent of which was in Febru-
ary 2019. 

Separately, both I and Minister of State English regularly visit individual local authorities 
to discuss progress on social housing.  Minister English visited Monaghan County Council in 
November 2018, where he met the Chief Executive and the Council’s housing team and visited 
a number of social housing projects.  A similar engagement was held with Cavan County Coun-
cil in May 2018. 

With regard to social housing targets, I wrote to all local authorities, including Cavan and 
Monaghan, in March 2019, setting out their targets for this year across all delivery streams, 
including build. Details are available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/.

An overall housing budget of almost €2.4 billion is available to support housing delivery 
in 2019 by local authorities and others against these targets.  Both Minister English and I will 
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continue, in 2019, to meet directly with local authorities on this important work.

Details of the number of houses that have been built and acquired by local authorities, in-
cluding in counties Cavan and Monaghan, in each of the years 2013 to end-2018, are published 
and available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision. 

 Similar details for 2019 will be published on a quarterly basis as the year progresses.

09/04/2019WRB04200Mayoral Election

09/04/2019WRB0430089. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the difference in the exact powers of the newly proposed directly elected mayors for Cork, 
Limerick and Waterford and the functions currently conducted by mayors. [16414/19]

09/04/2019WRB04400113. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the public information campaigns and engagements he has conducted to date to inform 
persons of the detailed proposals being put forward for directly elected mayors in Cork, Lim-
erick and Waterford; and the public meetings scheduled from 9 April 2019 until polling day on 
24 May 2019. [16415/19]

09/04/2019WRB04500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 89 and 113 together.

The plebiscites in relation to Directly Elected Mayors with Executive Functions in the Cork 
City Council, Limerick City and County Council and Waterford City and County Council areas, 
which will take place on the same date as the forthcoming local elections, will operate in ac-
cordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Government Act 2019. 

The Government’s detailed policy proposals which are to be the subject of the plebiscites 
have been published in Irish and English and are available on my Department’s website at the 
following link: 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/local-government/voting/local-elections/directly-elected-may-
ors-executive-functions-detailed-0. 

The Act makes specific provision for information on the proposals to be brought to the 
attention of electors in each administrative area concerned, not later than 30 days before the 
plebiscite takes place, i.e. by 24 April 2019.   A Committee, independently chaired by a retired 
judge of the High Court, and including a suitably experienced senior counsel, relevant Depart-
mental officials, representatives from the local authorities concerned and the Local Government 
Management Agency, has been established to facilitate and oversee an impartial and factual 
information campaign in accordance with the 2019 Act and other relevant legal considerations.  
The information to be provided is likely to be disseminated through a variety of channels in-
cluding information material provided to each household in the areas concerned, web-based 
material, social media channels, media advertisements and local public information sessions.  
The information campaign will be launched shortly.  

09/04/2019WRB04600Rental Sector

09/04/2019WRB0470090. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his views on the fact that 12,474 rental properties have been lost to the private rental sector 
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since January 2017; and the steps he will take to address this disorderly exit of rental properties 
from the market. [16409/19]

09/04/2019WRB04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The figure referred to relate to the decrease in the number of private rented tenancies registered 
with the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB), rather than rental “properties”.  The data held and 
reported on by the RTB is based on tenancies registered and is the most comprehensive data 
source on the private rental sector.

A tenancy may be terminated by either the landlord or the tenant.  There are numerous rea-
sons why a landlord or tenant may validly end a tenancy as set out in the Residential Tenancies 
Acts 2004 - 2016.  

At the end of 2017, there were approximately 340,000 tenancies registered with the Resi-
dential Tenancies Board (RTB), of which approximately 310,000 were private rented tenan-
cies.  Although indications are that this figure declined slightly in 2018, the overall size and 
scale of the sector remains such as to make up a significant component of housing tenures in 
Ireland, having doubled in size over the last 20 years. 

The loss of landlords from the sector is a concern given that demand in the rental sector is 
high and will remain strong into the future.  The majority of landlords, just over 70%, own just 
one property, with a further 16% owning just two properties.  It is vital that such landlords re-
main in the sector in order to ensure a robust and well-functioning rental sector into the future.

The Strategy for the Rental Sector developed under Rebuilding Ireland outlines a strategy 
and a range of measures for a viable and sustainable rental sector.  Structured around the four 
key areas of security, supply, standards and services, the Strategy set out a number of targeted 
measures and initiatives with the aim of providing better security of tenure, achieving higher 
accommodation standards and greater rent certainty for tenants, as well as enhancing the sup-
ports and services available to landlords to facilitate the development of a more vibrant and 
sustainable rental sector.  The Strategy also aims to provide for other models of delivery of 
housing intended specifically for rental purposes.

A Working Group in relation to the tax and fiscal treatment of rental accommodation pro-
viders was established in 2017, chaired by the Department of Finance and also comprising the 
Revenue Commissioners, my Department and the RTB.  The report of the Working Group was 
published in September 2017 and can be accessed through the following weblink:

Report of Working Group on Tax and Fiscal Treatment of Landlords

It is a matter for the Department of Finance to lead the implementation of the Group’s policy 
options in line with any related Government decisions. 

Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 88.

09/04/2019WRB05000Home Loan Scheme

09/04/2019WRB0510092. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when new and existing applicants in County Meath will be able to avail of the Rebuilding 
Ireland home loan scheme. [16060/19]

09/04/2019WRB05200112. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the progress he has made in securing more funding for the Rebuilding Ireland home 
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loan scheme; the way in which local authorities are dealing with applications in cases in which 
they have run out of funding for the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16332/19]

09/04/2019WRB05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 92 and 112 together.

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was launched on 1 February 2018 to replace the ex-
isting House Purchase and Home Choice Loan schemes, providing a new line of mortgage 
finance, including fixed rates over 25 to 30 years, to creditworthy first-time buyers who cannot 
access sufficient mortgage finance from commercial lender.  

The HFA borrowed €200 million to fund the scheme, and it was estimated that the draw-
down would be approximately €200 million over three years.  Some criticism at the time was 
that insufficient loans were being approved and drawn down. However, as Minister I had made 
a commitment to seek further funding at an early stage, if necessary, given my belief in the 
scheme’s potential. 

The scheme has been more successful than anticipated, and by the end of January, €106m 
had been drawn down, accounting for 53% of the available funding, at a point at which €66m 
would have been more consistent with the expectation of a three year draw down period.  By 
the end of March, draw downs have reached €127m.

My officials kept me informed regarding progress on the loan on a regular basis, and have 
been engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform since October 2018 
when higher lending and drawdown volumes were beginning to materialise.

I informed the Dáil on 29 January 2019 of the scheme’s success and of the need for addi-
tional funding, and further indicated that my Department was in discussions with the Depart-
ments of Public Expenditure and Reform and Finance with regard to the allocation for 2019.   
Local authorities could continue to accept applications as the total funding had not been drawn 
down.  A meeting with the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform took place 
on 5 March 2019.   

Ongoing discussions between the three Departments have included consultation with the 
Central Bank as recently as last Friday, 5th   April.  When these discussions have concluded, I 
will be in a position to confirm the level of allocation for 2019.   In the meantime, the scheme 
remains open and all local authorities have been advised to continue to receive and process ap-
plications.

09/04/2019WRB05400Housing Estates

09/04/2019WRB0550093. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when the review of the taking-in-charge initiative measure two will be published; the 
timeframe for the reopening of applications; the level of funding that will be available in mea-
sure two; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16368/19]

09/04/2019WRB05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department  launched the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) in April 2016 to trial 
new approaches and working methods in supporting and accelerating overall national and local 
action on the taking-in-charge process of housing estates, including estates with developer-pro-
vided water services infrastructure which can include stand-alone treatment plants. Under the 
terms of the NTICI, which was underpinned by €10 million in funding, developments subject 
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to valid taking-in-charge applications were eligible for inclusion in the associated call for fund-
ing proposals. Ultimately, €7.5 million of the allocated funding was paid to local authorities in 
respect of 330 developments, containing some 14,930 homes. 

Findings and recommendations from the NTICI process were included in a report on the 
initiative that was published by my Department in December 2018. The report is available at 
the following link: 

http://housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/national_taking_in_charge_initia-
tive_report_dec2018.pdf. 

This includes the review of all measures, including measure two relating to Developer Pro-
vided Water Services infrastructure.

The publication of the NTICI report is of value to local authorities and other stakeholders 
in applying the lessons from the pilot authorities, in a more general roll-out of a streamlined 
approach to taking-in-charge, including through coordination with capital works by Irish Water. 
In this regard, my Department is liaising with Irish Water in relation to the report.

The National Development Plan, published last year, includes provision of €31 million for 
the period 2018-2021 for developer-provided infrastructure, commencing with an estimates 
provision of €6 million in 2019.  The multi-annual programme will be initiated through the invi-
tation of project bids from local authorities followed by their evaluation by an Expert Panel, set 
up by my Department, to independently evaluate the bid projects and make recommendations 
to my Department on suitable projects to be approved for funding.  It is expected that approval 
of projects for this first cycle multi-annual programme will take place later in Q2 2019. 

09/04/2019WRB05700Student Accommodation

09/04/2019WRB0580094. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his views on the findings of a recent report that found 80% of students living in purpose built 
student bed spaces in Dublin were international students; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16372/19]

09/04/2019WRB05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): Pil-
lar 4 of the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, pub-
lished in July 2016, focuses on the supply of rented accommodation and includes actions to 
enhance the supply of student accommodation. The National Student Accommodation Strategy 
was subsequently launched in July 2017 by the Minister for Education and Skills.

Recent analysis from the Higher Education Authority has indicated that, by September 
2018, over 5,500 bed-spaces had been delivered since the publication of Rebuilding Ireland. 
Some 4,800 additional bed-spaces are currently under construction nationally, with over 7,900 
further bed-spaces having received planning permission and are yet to commence construc-
tion. These figures indicate that the National Student Accommodation Strategy’s Private Build 
Student Accommodation (PBSA) construction targets will be met, and indeed surpassed, and 
that significant progress is being made in the provision of newly constructed accommodation 
for this distinct segment of housing demand.  The increase in new student accommodation, as 
detailed above, is contributing to the increase in the overall stock of residential accommodation 
nationally and easing pressures in the broader rental sector, which benefits all students seeking 
rental accommodation,  regardless of country of origin.
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09/04/2019WRB06000Local Authority Housing Provision

09/04/2019WRB0610095. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the steps he is taking to accelerate the building of social housing provided by local au-
thorities. [16294/19]

09/04/2019WRB06200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
This Government introduced the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homeless-
ness in 2016 in order to accelerate housing supply, with a particular emphasis on social hous-
ing.  The implementation of the Action Plan has seen the capacity of local authorities to deliver 
social housing increasing over the past three years and very substantial progress has been made. 

This is evidenced by the fact that in 2018 local authorities exceeded the national target for 
social housing delivery by 6%.   A total of 27,103 households had their housing needs met in 
2018, with 8,422 new homes brought into the active social housing stock through, build, acqui-
sition, voids and leasing programmes.  This is 550 more homes than targeted for the year.  

Local authority build programmes are an essential component of the 50,000 homes to be 
delivered over the lifetime of the Plan. In addition to local authorities building on their own 
land, this also includes partnerships with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs). Annual targets for 
build, acquisition, leasing, HAP and RAS are issued to local authorities, and delivery against 
these targets is published quarterly on the Department’s website. The 2019 social housing tar-
gets are available at the following link:

 http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-housing-targets-2019/.

My Department supports delivery through the development and implementation of policy 
and legislation geared towards enhanced supply and also through the provision of significant 
funding for local authorities. In addition, my Department works closely with each individual 
local authority to support them to deliver their minimum build targets, and where possible to 
exceed their targets and advance their pipelines for additional delivery in the coming years. 
The Social Housing Construction Status Reports which I publish on a quarterly basis provide 
an overview of all new build social housing completed and being advanced across the 31 local 
authorities. The latest report, which sets out the position at end 2018, is available on the Re-
building Ireland website at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q4-2018/.

To further support local authorities and AHBs deliver, my Department has streamlined its 
approval processes and provided a range of delivery supports to local authorities. In order to 
deliver effectively and efficiently, local authorities and approved housing bodies are responding 
using a combination of the rapid build framework, turnkey opportunities, as well as through 
traditional construction methods. 

Over the coming three years, social housing output will continue to increase further through-
out the country.  I am confident that delivery remains on track to meet our target to provide 
50,000 new social housing homes over the 2016 - 2021 period.  

09/04/2019WRB06300Homelessness Strategy

09/04/2019WRB0640096. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on whether housing policy may be contributing to the increased number in 
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homelessness; if he will consider re-examining the recommendations made by the Oireachtas 
Committee on Housing and Homelessness in 2016; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16354/19]

09/04/2019WRB06500115. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which he plans to reverse the rise in the number of families and persons becom-
ing homeless; if further measures will be introduced to assist persons to remain in their homes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16331/19]

09/04/2019WRB06600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 96 and 115 together.

The Government’s Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, Rebuilding Ireland, is de-
signed to increase the delivery of housing across all tenures to help individuals and families 
meet their housing needs.  The Action Plan focuses, in particular, on increasing the delivery of 
social housing, with a target of delivering 50,000 social housing homes in the period to 2021, 
while also making the best use of existing stock and laying the foundations for a more vibrant 
housing sector.  

Many of the measures set out in Rebuilding Ireland are in line with the recommendations 
made by the Oireachtas Committee on Housing and Homelessness in 2016, including actions to 
provide assistance to those at risk of becoming homeless, through accelerated delivery of social 
housing and through increased protections for both tenants and landlords within the rental sec-
tor. These measures aim to support people remain in their own homes where possible. 

One of the measures that has been introduced is a national mortgage arrears resolution ser-
vice, known as Abhaile, which is provided free of charge to the borrower and its aim is to help 
mortgage holders in arrears to find the best solutions and keep them, wherever possible, in their 
own homes.  The unique element of Abhaile is that it brings together, for the first time, the full 
range of supports and services required by borrowers in home mortgage arrears.  

The Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme, introduced in 2012 and administered by the Housing 
Agency on behalf of my Department, is targeted at those households in arrears whose mortgage 
is unsustainable and who are eligible for social housing support. Under the scheme an eligible 
household with an unsustainable mortgage goes from being a homeowner to becoming a social 
housing tenant of an Approved Housing Body (AHB).  The borrower voluntarily surrenders 
their property to their lender who in turn sells the property to an AHB.  The AHB becomes the 
landlord and the household can remain in the family home as a social housing tenant.  The ten-
ant pays a differential rent to the AHB, based on their income, which is designed to be afford-
able.  The MTR scheme is an established part of the overall suite of social housing options and 
an important part of the mortgage arrears resolution process.  

I am also committed to strengthening and improving security of tenure for tenants.  The 
Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2018 was published in December 2018.  The 
key focus of the Bill is to deliver on a number of commitments flowing from Rebuilding Ire-
land and the commitments made in September 2017 to provide the Residential Tenancies Board 
(RTB) with additional powers and resources to deliver enhanced protections to both tenants and 
landlords.  The key measures and reforms are designed to enhance enforcement powers for the 
RTB, provide greater security of tenure for tenants and further underpin the operation of the 
Rent Pressure Zone (RPZ) arrangements, along with some further targeted priority measures.  
Government has also approved further amendments to the Bill, to be introduced at committee 
stage to extend the duration of Rent Pressure Zone restrictions to the end of 2021, and to restrict 
the exemption for new properties to the market to the first letting, which is to be at market rent 
level.  Any subsequent rent review will be restricted to a maximum 4% rent increase.  Also to 
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be introduced at Committee stage are measures to protect tenants where a notice to quit is made 
under Section 34 of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016.  

My Department is also fully committed to supporting individuals and families experiencing 
homelessness.  Budget 2019 provided an allocation of €146m, an increase of over 25% on the 
2018 allocation, for the provision of homeless services by the local authorities. This funding 
will ensure that the local authorities can provide the best possible supports to those individuals 
and families experiencing homelessness, until they can be assisted to secure a more sustainable 
housing solution to their needs. 

Rebuilding Ireland is delivering results in supporting exits from homelessness. In 2018, 
5,135 adults exited homelessness into independent tenancies, an increase of over 8% on 2017.   
I and my Department will remain resolutely focused on making the further progress required to 
address the challenges in relation to homelessness.

09/04/2019WRC00100Planning Issues

09/04/2019WRC0020097. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to the difficulties for communities in the Dublin Dock-
lands area due to pressure from developers to increase heights; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16370/19]

09/04/2019WRC00300123. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he has considered legislation that would protect small low-rise communities 
from losing sunlight from their homes and communities due to high-rise development; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16407/19]

09/04/2019WRC00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 123 together.

On 7 December 2018, I issued ’Urban Development and Building Height’ Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála, pursuant to Section 28 of the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000 (as amended).   Publication of the guidelines, which were called for widely 
in the wider planning and development sector, followed a period of public consultation and 
consideration of over 100 submissions and a thorough assessment by my Department.  A copy 
of the guidelines is available on my Department’s website at the following link. 

Under Section 30 of the 2000 Act, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment is specifically precluded from exercising power or control in relation to any particular 
case with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned.   Objections 
in relation to particular planning applications are a matter for the relevant local authority or An 
Bord Pleanala in the event of an appeal. 

More generally, however, it is important to note that the guidelines specifically address their 
application in the context of areas covered by Strategic Development Zone Planning Schemes 
(SDZs), such as in the Dublin Docklands.  SDZs may be reviewed at any stage by their respec-
tive development agencies to reflect changing implementation and policy circumstances and 
development agencies frequently employ these review mechanisms. Any alteration of approved 
planning schemes will require the undertaking of a review process that is provided for in statute.  

In this regard, the guidelines seek to ensure that, on the one hand, planning authorities give 
practical effect to Government policy on building height in planning scheme areas, while at the 
same time allowing for effective public engagement in any significant policy shift in relation 
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to heights to comply with Government policy and in view of the absence of third party appeal 
rights in relation to planning applications in SDZs.

Regarding their wider application, the guidelines set out a series of practical considerations, 
including in relation to daylight, that planning authorities must take into account in assessing 
relevant development proposals.  

In determining planning policy and making planning decisions around appropriate building 
heights, the planning process has to strike a careful balance between enabling strategic long-
term sustainable development, while ensuring the highest standards of urban design, architec-
tural quality and place-making outcomes.  I am satisfied that the guidelines concerned are nec-
essary and appropriate to give clear context and direction to the overall requirement to promote 
increased density and building height in appropriate locations within our urban centres. 

09/04/2019WRC00500Local Authority Housing Data

09/04/2019WRC0060098. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason the number of voids restored to use is no longer counted in the housing delivery 
statistical comparisons with previous years; the reason the number approved for 2018 is consid-
erably lower than in previous years; his plans to change the way in which local authorities are 
assisted in bringing their own empty properties back into use; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16329/19]

09/04/2019WRC00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Social housing homes that are upgraded and returned to use with capital funding support from 
the exchequer via the voids programme are a continuing element of the Rebuilding Ireland pro-
gramme. Given the level of investment that has been made to date, it would be expected that the 
scale of the voids programme would reduce over time.

For Rebuilding Ireland statistical reporting purposes, I indicated to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government, that activity under the voids pro-
gramme in 2018 would only be reflected up to the level of the target for the year, if reached. 
However, it was also agreed that my Department would continue to provide funding support for 
the local authorities’ work in returning vacant properties to use, over and above the numbers re-
flected in Rebuilding Ireland targets. Therefore, while the Rebuilding Ireland delivery statistics 
show that the voids target of 560 homes for 2018 was met, a significant programme of voids 
refurbishment beyond the targeted level was also funded. The total number of voids brought 
back to productive use which were funded by my Department in 2018 was 1,765, which is com-
parable to the level of activity in 2017.

Looking forward, the management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, in-
cluding pre-letting repairs to vacant properties, responsive repairs and implementing planned 
maintenance programmes, will continue to be matters for each individual local authority, in line 
with Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  I believe the best way in which improvements can 
be made in this area is for local authorities to have a common approach to this work, based on 
established best practice. I am pleased, therefore, that a group representing a number of local 
authorities is working to identify best practice in relation to housing stock maintenance and 
repairs, within the structure of the City and County Management Association (CCMA).

09/04/2019WRC00800Local Authority Housing Eligibility
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09/04/2019WRC0090099. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans for raising the income eligibility criteria for social housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16404/19]

09/04/2019WRC01000107. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the review of the income eligibility limits for social housing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16251/19]

09/04/2019WRC01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 99 and 107 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended. 

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI   and 
the universal social charge.  The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, and local 
authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-term or 
once off in nature.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support.  The current income eligibil-
ity requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources. 

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibil-
ity for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The Housing Agency is 
continuing to carry out the detailed statistical work, which will underpin this review, on behalf 
of my Department. 

The review will also have regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of af-
fordability and cost rental and will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives 
have been considered.

09/04/2019WRC01200Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

09/04/2019WRC01300100. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will reconsider his opposition to establishing a latent defects redress fund in view of 
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media reports in relation to another development (details supplied). [16411/19]

09/04/2019WRC01400110. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has considered the report, Safe As Houses? A Report on Building Standards, Build-
ing Controls and Consumer Protection, by the Joint Committee on Housing, Planning and Local 
Government; his plans to implement a redress scheme supported by an industry levy, interest 
free loans or tax deduction with regard to building deficiencies in apartment blocks as suggested 
by the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16353/19]

09/04/2019WRC01500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 100 and 110 together.

The Safe as Houses report referred to has been considered by my Department and while I 
can subscribe to many of the principles in the report, I believe that the building control reform 
agenda, with its many initiatives, already provides a comprehensive roadmap for embedding a 
culture of real compliance within the construction industry. The reform agenda includes:

- Amendments made to the Building Control Regulations;      

- Establishment of a shared services National Building Control Management Project; and

- The ongoing development of new legislation through the Building Control (Construction 
Industry   Register Ireland) Bill.

In relation to legacy issues, I and my predecessors have supported homeowners and ad-
dressed a number of the defects that have come to light over the last decade, including through - 

- the independent Report of the Pyrite Panel and the Pyrite Remediation Scheme; 

- the Report of the Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks; and

- the publication of a Framework for enhancing Fire Safety in dwellings where concerns 
arise. 

I acknowledge the very stressful circumstances which the owners and residents of buildings 
face when defects occur in their homes.   However, in general, building defects are matters for 
resolution between the contracting parties involved: the homeowner, the builder, the developer 
and/or their respective insurers, structural guarantee or warranty scheme. It is important to 
note that while my Department has overall responsibility for establishing and maintaining an 
effective regulatory framework for building standards and building control, it has no general 
statutory role in resolving defects in privately owned buildings, including dwellings, nor does 
it have a budget for such matters. 

While the Committee’s report recommends a redress scheme,  it is not possible for the State 
to take on responsibility/liability for all legacy issues. Nor would it send the right message to 
the industry regarding their responsibility for compliance.

Local authorities have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under the Fire Ser-
vices Acts 1981 and 2003, the Housing Acts and the Planning and Development Acts, all of 
which may be relevant where fire safety concerns arise in residential developments. Fire ser-
vices may inspect buildings in cases of defects or complaints in respect of fire safety.  They 
work with building owners to ensure immediate risks are addressed, and  a plan put in place 
for works to bring buildings into compliance. They have enforcement powers for cases where 
co-operation is not forthcoming, or progress cannot be made on an agreed basis.  Local authori-
ties are independent in the use of their statutory powers.
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In the interest of supporting owners and residents living in developments where concerns 
regarding non-compliance with fire safety requirements arise, it was agreed that a review be 
undertaken by an independent fire expert to develop a framework for general application.  In 
August 2017, the  Framework for Enhancing Fire Safety in Dwellings was published, which 
is intended to be used as a guide by the owners and occupants of dwellings where fire safety 
deficiencies have been identified, or are a cause for concern. The Framework will also be of 
assistance to professional advisors, both in developing strategies to improve fire safety and in 
developing strategies to enable continued occupation in advance of undertaking the necessary 
works to ensure compliance with the relevant Building Regulations. The Framework is avail-
able on my Department’s website at the following link.

In the aftermath of the Grenfell Tower tragedy in June 2017, and in recognition of fears ex-
pressed for fire safety, my Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Manage-
ment was asked to convene a Task Force to lead a re-appraisal of our approach to fire safety in 
Ireland.  In its report, the Task Force acknowledges the importance of fire safety in apartment 
buildings and makes a number of recommendations in this regard and I have tasked the Direc-
torate’s Management Board with implementation of the recommendations within its remit, and 
oversight of the implementation of other recommendations.  The Task Force Report is available 
on my Department’s website at the following link.

In addition, in relation to the Building Regulations, work has been on-going to review Part B 
– Fire Safety and a new Part B/ TGD B Volume 2 (2017) came into force on 1 July 2017. This 
Volume 2 applies to dwellings/(houses) only.  A revised Volume 1, dealing with buildings other 
than dwellings, which includes apartments, is being prepared for public consultation. 

Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 73.

09/04/2019WRC01700Climate Change Policy

09/04/2019WRC01800102. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will reassess the National Development Plan 2018-2027 and Project Ireland 2040 for 
climate impact following the report of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Climate Action; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16389/19]

09/04/2019WRC01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Project Ireland 2040 provides a robust and resilient strategic policy and investment framework 
for the development of Ireland taking account of a range of relevant and contextual require-
ments, including existing and emerging climate mitigation and impact considerations.

Moreover, addressing the shared national strategic outcomes common to the National Plan-
ning Framework (NPF) and National Development Plan (NDP) strands of Project Ireland 2040 
that relate to transitioning to a low carbon future and addressing both the effects and drivers of 
climate change, the Government is at an advanced stage of preparing a detailed climate action 
plan, taking account of all relevant inputs, including from the Oireachtas.

Therefore, rather than having to revisit Project Ireland 2040 from a climate perspective, the 
focus should be, and is, on taking the required steps to advance the necessary practical imple-
mentation measures to underpin the achievement of the broad strategic outcomes of the NPF 
and the NDP.

09/04/2019WRC02000Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks
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09/04/2019WRC02100103. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the details of the proposed MICA redress scheme; the date in 2019 from which 
homes will begin to be repaired under same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16180/19]

09/04/2019WRC02200108. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of the establishment of the MICA redress scheme; the proposed com-
mencement date of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16179/19]

09/04/2019WRC02300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 103 and 108 together.

The Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks was established by my Department in 2016, to inves-
tigate problems that have emerged in the concrete blockwork of certain dwellings in Counties 
Donegal and Mayo.

In 2017, the report of the Expert Panel was published and included eight recommendations, 
which my Department is actively progressing with the relevant stakeholders, prioritising the 
implementation of Recommendations 1 and 2. 

With regard to Recommendation 1, the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) 
established a Technical Committee to scope and fast track the development of a standardised 
protocol. The standardised protocol will inform the course of action in relation to remedial 
works for all affected householders.  The standardised protocol was published by the NSAI on 
13 November 2018 and ‘I.S. 465:2018 - Assessment, testing and categorisation of damaged 
buildings incorporating concrete blocks containing certain deleterious materials’, is available 
at www.nsai.ie.

The standard can be used to assess and categorise the damage in properties where the con-
crete blocks are suspected to contain the minerals mica or pyrite. Previously, there was no 
common way for engineers or homeowners to assess the damage caused by defective concrete 
blocks, in order to decide what, if any, remedial work could be carried out.  The standard:

1. establishes a protocol for assessing and determining whether a building has been dam-
aged by concrete blocks containing certain excessive amounts of  deleterious materials (free or 
unbound muscovite mica, or aggregate with potentially deleterious quantities of pyrite); 

2. describes methods for establishing the extent of the problem; 

3. describes the scope of any testing required; and

4. categorises buildings, in  accordance with the standard, providing competent persons with 
guidance on the appropriate measures to be taken.

With regard to Recommendation 2, my Department has been in contact with Engineers 
Ireland in relation to the establishment of a register of competent engineers for homeowners/
affected parties’ reference. Engineers Ireland has provided assurance that they are in the process 
of finalising measures to establish such a register now that the standardised protocol is in place. 
Engineers Ireland have issued a call for suitably qualified engineers to participate on the reg-
ister.  They have recently announced that training will be provided in May for those engineers 
with the aim of ensuring consistency throughout the industry in assessing and categorising the 
damage. 

In 2017, I visited Donegal and Mayo and met with key stakeholders, including affected ho-
meowners, elected members and officials of the local authorities and other interested parties. I 
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made similar visits to both counties last year and I will continue to monitor the situation and to 
update affected parties on progress. 

Under Budget 2019, the Government approved in principle the development of a grant 
scheme of financial assistance to support affected homeowners in the two counties to carry out 
the necessary remediation works to dwellings that have been damaged due to defective concrete 
blocks.  Work on the development of such a scheme is well underway, including discussions 
with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to the operation and funding 
of the scheme.  It is intended to revert to Government with proposals for the scheme shortly, 
with a view to publishing details of the scheme thereafter.

09/04/2019WRC02400Legislative Reviews

09/04/2019WRC02500104. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding the review of Schedules 3 and 4 of the Valuation Act 2001; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16417/19]

09/04/2019WRC02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following the move of the Valuation Office to come under the aegis of my Department on 1 
January 2018, a review was initiated of the categories of relevant rateable properties contained 
in the Valuation Act 2001, as amended.

My Department has an overarching objective to ensure the sustainable funding of local 
authorities. As commercial rates provide an important source of funding for local services any 
recommendations arising from the review must support that sustainability requirement.

The review will examine the underlying policy rationale relating to the inclusion of cat-
egories of relevant property in Schedule 3 of the Act property that is not rateable, in Schedule 
4. The review will assess the likely effects, costs and benefits of any proposed changes in cat-
egorisation. 

There is a broad stakeholder base involved and this is reflected in the composition of the 
review group.  The Valuation Office, the Joint Rateable Valuation Forum, the local government 
sector and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform were asked to nominate members 
to the Group.  The other members of the Group are officials from my Department.  It is also 
proposed that a public consultation would take place and formal submissions would be sought 
from relevant Government Departments.

The first meeting of the review group was held on 21 February 2019 to agree the terms of 
reference. The Group plans to conclude its consideration and make its report in the autumn.  

09/04/2019WRC02700Local Authority Staff

09/04/2019WRC02800105. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he is satisfied with the level of staffing in housing departments in local authorities. [16334/19]

09/04/2019WRC02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible for 
the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authorities for which he or she is responsible. 

From my extensive engagement with local authorities on housing matters, I am satisfied 
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that Chief Executives are committed to ensuring that their Housing Departments have access to 
sufficiently increased resources, commensurate with the priority attaching to making significant 
progress on housing and my Department has put in place a range of supports for local authori-
ties in that regard.

Since 1 January 2015, my Department has received 941 housing-related staff sanction re-
quests from local authorities in relation to filling vacant/additional posts, of which 923 have 
been approved, with 18 pending. The annual breakdown is set out in the table below. In most 
cases, the posts that are pending, are awaiting supporting information prior to a final decision 
being taken.

Year Number of posts approved
2015 400 
2016 139 
2017 127 
2018 205
2019 52
Total 923
 

09/04/2019WRC03000Housing Issues

09/04/2019WRC03100106. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the steps he is taking to ensure that rural dwellers continue to have the opportunity to build 
homes in their own local communities, including the planning permission guidelines for one-off 
houses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16397/19]

09/04/2019WRC03200109. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when new rural housing guidelines will be published; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16252/19]

09/04/2019WRC03300125. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans publishing the new rural housing guidelines in view of the Flemish Decree 
judgment; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16335/19]

09/04/2019WRC03400654. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the degree to which particular attention can be given to ensure that the rural indigenous 
population are able to obtain planning permission in their own area within reason; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16708/19]

09/04/2019WRC03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 106, 109, 125 and 654 together.

Under the current 2005 Guidelines on Sustainable Rural Housing, planning authorities are 
required to frame the planning policies in their development plans in a balanced and measured 
way that ensures the housing needs of rural communities are met, while avoiding excessive 
urban-generated housing and haphazard development, particularly in those areas near cities and 
towns that are under pressure from urban generated development.

Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding 
the European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was estab-
lished to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guidelines on 
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Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  The working group comprises senior officials from the Planning Division of my 
Department and senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities, nominated by 
the local government sector. 

The objective is to ensure that rural housing policies and objectives contained in local au-
thority development plans comply with the relevant provisions of the Treaty on the Functioning 
of the European Union.  

Planning authorities were advised in May 2017 by way of Circular Letter PL 02/2017, that 
the existing 2005 Guidelines remain in place, pending the issuing of the revised guidelines. The 
Circular also advised that they should not amend the rural housing local needs policies in their 
development plans until the revised Guidelines have issued.  

The National Planning Framework (the NPF) also provides an important context for the 
finalisation of the revisions to the 2005 Rural Housing Guidelines. National Policy Objective 
15 of the NPF fully supports the concept of the sustainable development of rural areas by en-
couraging growth and arresting decline in areas that have experienced low population growth 
or decline in recent decades, while simultaneously indicating the need to manage certain areas 
around cities and towns that are under strong urban influence and under pressure from uncoor-
dinated and ribbon-type development, in order to avoid over-development of those areas. 

Furthermore, National Policy Objective 37 of the NPF requires each local authority to carry 
out a Housing Need Demand Assessment (HNDA) in order to correlate and accurately align 
overall future housing requirements, as an evolution of their existing Housing Strategy require-
ments under Part V of the 2000 Act. This will assist local authorities in ensuring long-term stra-
tegic housing needs are met across all types, tenures and locations across their functional areas, 
both urban and rural. Accordingly, the NPF objectives are aligned with the approach already 
expected of planning authorities under the current 2005 Guidelines.  My Department intends to 
provide further guidance to local authorities later this year, to support their HNDA work as part 
of the review of their Development Plans. 

Taking account of the engagement with the European Commission regarding revisions to 
the 2005 Guidelines and subject to the completion of the ongoing deliberations by the working 
group, I will be in a position to finalise and issue to planning authorities revisions to the 2005 
Rural Housing Guidelines that take account of the relevant European Court of Justice judgment. 

Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 99.

Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 103.

Question No. 109 answered with Question No. 106.

Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 100.

Question No. 111 answered with Question No. 73.

Question No. 112 answered with Question No. 92.

Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 89.

Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 69.

Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 96.
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09/04/2019WRC04500Housing Policy

09/04/2019WRC04600116. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans to approve mixed social and cost-rental housing on land (details supplied); the way 
in which it would be funded; and the timeline for delivery of such developments. [16390/19]

09/04/2019WRC04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council is currently working with the National Develop-
ment Finance Agency in relation to modelling a number of development scenarios for the site 
at Shanganagh. This exercise is comparing and contrasting the different potential approaches, 
as required by the Public Spending Code.

The site at Shanganagh has the potential to deliver some 600 homes.  It is the intention to 
provide a mix of social and affordable housing on the site, but the exact mix, including the ex-
tent of any cost-rental component, has yet to be determined.

This site is also part of a Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) project 
for Woodbrook, Shanganagh.  Funding of €4.16m has been approved for road infrastructure 
improvements, of which €3.12m (or 75%) is Exchequer funding, with the balance being funded 
by the local authority. 

The Land Development Agency is currently working on a delivery plan for the site, in-
cluding financing, which will be presented for decision by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County 
Council’s elected members later this year.  It should be noted that any plan regarding the de-
velopment of the site is ultimately a matter for the local authority.  Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 
County Council has notified my Department of its intention to seek funding for the Shanganagh 
site under the Serviced Sites Fund; any application in this regard will be considered carefully.  

Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 68.

09/04/2019WRC04900Commercial Property

09/04/2019WRC05000118. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to tackle commercial vacancy rates particularly in the north-west in which coun-
ties Sligo and Leitrim have the highest commercial vacancy rates in the State; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15747/19]

09/04/2019WRC05100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): There are many factors that may influence commercial property 
vacancy rates around the country. The Government is committed to doing all it can to help 
minimise commercial vacancy in cities, towns and villages using all available mechanisms. In 
this regard, while my Department is not the lead Department in terms of commercial enterprise, 
it does have policy responsibility for a number of areas that it is bringing to bear on this is-
sue, such as through planning policy, the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, building 
standards, and commercial rates. Local authorities also work closely on the ground with busi-
ness and communities on this issue.  

The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) is an important element of Proj-
ect Ireland 2040. It comprises an allocation of €2 billion from the National Development Plan 
(NDP) to 2027, with €58 million available for expenditure in 2019 and an overall Exchequer 
allocation of €550 million earmarked for the Fund up to the end of 2022. The URDF, targets the 
regeneration and rejuvenation of Ireland’s five cities and other large towns. URDF support of 
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€8.2m have been approved in principle, for projects in Sligo and Leitrim.  

In terms of commercial rates, legislative provision is made for the refund of rates paid on 
vacant commercial properties in certain circumstances such as, for example, if the premises are 
unoccupied for the purpose of additions, alterations or repairs; where the owner is bona fide un-
able to obtain a suitable tenant at a reasonable rent; and where the premises are vacant pending 
redevelopment. The collection of rates and the determination of eligibility for a refund in this 
context are matters for each individual local authority. 

Some local authorities have introduced locally designed business incentive schemes which 
promote the use of vacant commercial property.  Such schemes rely upon Part 9 of the Local 
Government Act 2001 that provides that the functions of local authorities include providing 
grants, loans guarantees or other financial aid to promote the interests of the local community, 
including economic interests.  No Ministerial sanction is required for the setting up of these 
schemes.

The Local Government (Rates) Bill 2018, which contains proposals for modernisation of 
the legislation governing commercial rates and provision for schemes for the abatement of rates 
on vacant properties, is currently before the Oireachtas. 

Finally, my Department has made legislative amendments in support of the reactivation of 
vacant properties. New exempted development Regulations came into operation last year, al-
lowing for the change of use, and any related works, of certain vacant commercial premises to 
residential use without the need to obtain planning permission.  

This week sees the formal launch of the new Bringing Back Homes Manual for the Reuse 
of Existing Buildings, the contents of which have been informed by a representative working 
group, established and chaired by my Department. The manual provides property owners, local 
authorities and those involved in the construction industry with clear and detailed guidance on 
current policy and regulatory requirements that apply to vacant “over the shop” type develop-
ment.  The manual is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/bringing_back_homes_fi-
nal.pdf.

09/04/2019WRC05200Planning Issues

09/04/2019WRC05300119. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the progress that has been made regarding the provision of serviced sites as outlined in 
Project Ireland 2040; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16375/19]

09/04/2019WRC05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The National Planning Framework (NPF), published as part of Project Ireland 2040, sets out the 
Government’s overarching strategic planning approach underpinning the proper planning and 
sustainable development of urban and rural areas in the period to 2040.  

National Policy Objective 15 of the NPF supports the sustainable development of rural areas 
that have experienced low population growth or decline in recent decades. Furthermore, under 
National Policy Objective 18b, my Department is committed to developing a programme with 
local authorities, public infrastructure agencies, such as Irish Water, and local communities for 
the provision of serviced sites for housing to attract people to build their own homes and live in 
small towns and villages.  
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The development of such a programme must take account of lessons learned from experi-
ence with so called “Developer Provided Water Services Infrastructure” (DPI), which my De-
partment’s National Taking in Charge Initiative (NTICI) examined and reported on.  The report 
is available on my Department’s website at the following link: 

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/national_taking_in_charge_initia-
tive_report_dec2018.pdf.

I understand that Irish Water will be bringing forward proposals for a Small Towns and 
Villages Growth Programme which will support a number of the National Policy Objectives 
and National Strategic Outcomes under the NPF. The Small Towns and Villages Growth Pro-
gramme is intended to provide water and wastewater growth capacity in smaller settlements 
which would not otherwise be provided for in Irish Water’s Investment Plan, based on an identi-
fied need against set criteria. 

Irish Water is subject to regulation by the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU).  
The proposals from Irish Water in this regard form part of its submissions to the CRU on its 
detailed investment plans.  These submissions are currently being considered by the CRU and 
a decision is expected in the second half of 2019.  

The broad approach outlined in the document “Water Services Guidelines for Planning Au-
thorities” which I published last year in draft format under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended), is to ensure that there is effective coordination between 
planning authorities in their planning functions, Irish Water in its rolling capital investment 
programmes and local community interests.   The draft Guidelines highlight that it is the policy 
of Irish Water to facilitate connections to existing infrastructure, where capacity exists, in order 
to maximise the use of existing infrastructure and reduce additional investment costs; and that 
there is a general presumption that development will be focused into areas that are serviced by 
public water supply and wastewater collection networks with the exception of domestic sys-
tems for single dwellings.  I propose to issue final Guidelines shortly. 

09/04/2019WRC05500Rental Sector

09/04/2019WRC05600120. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding entry level rents for cost rental projects (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16412/19]

09/04/2019WRC05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government is committed to the introduction of a not-for-profit, cost rental sector in Ire-
land. Together with delivering more affordable and predictable rents, cost rental will make a 
sustainable impact on national competitiveness and the attractiveness of our main urban centres 
as places to live and work.

Cost rental is new to Ireland and in order to drive delivery, two early mover pilot projects are 
being advanced, one at Enniskerry Road, in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, and the other at Emmet 
Road in Inchicore. 

The Housing Agency, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (DLRCC) and two Ap-
proved Housing Bodies (Respond and Túath) are working on the project at Enniskerry Road, 
which will deliver 50 cost rental homes and 105 social housing homes.  This project is provid-
ing very valuable lessons and is helping to shape the model and specifications for future larger-
scale projects.  Tenders for the project have been assessed and contractors are expected to be on 
site later in Q2 2019.  An application submitted by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 
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for funding under the Serviced Sites Fund last year in relation to the project was successful and 
some €4m in grant assistance will be provided.

With regard to the Emmet Road site, while this project is at an earlier stage of develop-
ment, it is envisaged that the final tenure-mix, which will be decided by Dublin City Council, 
will likely include 140 social housing homes, with the remaining 330 homes predominantly 
provided under cost rental arrangements. The City Council has appointed a dedicated project 
manager and a team to drive the project forward and an Urban Design Development Framework 
Plan will be prepared.  The European Investment Bank (EIB) is also providing financial and 
advisory services on this project.   

Shanganagh Castle is an excellent site and DLRCC is continuing to engage with all relevant 
parties to progress the development of this site, including with my Department, the Hous-
ing Agency, the Land Development Agency and the National Development Finance Agency 
(NDFA). I am advised that the Integrated Design Team is making good progress on developing 
a Masterplan, including an Infrastructural Masterplan for the site.  DLRCC is also engaging 
with the Land Development Agency (LDA) to explore options for the affordable element, with 
the intention to submit a formal application to my Department under the Serviced Sites Fund 
(SSF). The exact mix of housing, however, is ultimately a matter for the local authority.  

Under the cost rental model, minimising retained earnings, land and other delivery costs, 
while securing very competitive EIB financing, means that affordable rents can be achieved. 
The final rents, for any given project, will be set after all associated costs are determined, fol-
lowing on from the competitive construction and management tender processes.  I expect that 
the cost rental schemes should be able to deliver rents of between of 10% to 25% below the 
market rate. 

Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 81.

09/04/2019WRC05900Local Authority Housing

09/04/2019WRC06000122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the amount of local authority owned potential building lands available for local 
authority affordable housing in the greater Dublin area with particular reference to those coun-
ties immediately adjacent to Dublin; if particular reasons have emerged which might inhibit 
progress of a major house building campaign to meet the demands of the local authority waiting 
lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16396/19]

09/04/2019WRC06100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The development of major local authority residential sites in Dublin and the Greater Dublin 
Area (GDA), where under supply and the greatest affordability issues are being experienced, is 
a major priority for the Government. 

In the first instance, it is a matter for each local authority and its elected members to agree 
the optimal approach to development and financing of its land bank, including the viability of 
sites for development. Notwithstanding this, my Department has been working closely with all 
local authorities, including local authorities in the GDA, to ensure that new social and afford-
able homes can be delivered from the public land bank, with particular emphasis on prioritising 
those sites with the greatest potential to deliver housing at scale, in the short to medium term.

In terms of the strategic development of the State’s residential land bank, all local author-
ity sites have been mapped on the Rebuilding Ireland land map. The map includes details of 
over 700 local authority and Housing Agency owned sites amounting to some 1,700 hectares 
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including the land owned by local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area and is available at the 
following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/. 

All local authorities are being funded to significantly increase their delivery of social hous-
ing, as part of the Rebuilding Ireland programme, and a strong social housing construction pipe-
line is already in place for local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies. A detailed break-
down of the social housing construction programme for all local authorities is set out in the 
Social Housing Construction Status Report, which is published on a quarterly basis. The report 
covering the period up to end Quarter 4 of 2018 is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website 
at the following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphypublishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q4-2018.

Further projects will continue to be added to the programme on an ongoing basis.

In terms of affordable housing, a targeted approach is being pursued to support local au-
thorities.  Significant housing delivery is to be achieved through the Serviced Site Fund (SSF), 
where €310 million has been allocated to support the delivery of at least 6,200 affordable homes 
over the next three years.  An initial 8 projects across the GDA, listed in the table below, were 
among 10 projects, with the potential for 1,400 affordable homes, which have been approved 
for €43 million of funding under the first call for proposals. The first homes are expected to be 
delivered next year. A second call for proposals under the SSF has now also issued. 

Table:    List of projects in the GDA that have received approval in principle under the SSF 
first call for proposals.

 LA  Project De-
scription 

Total Provi-
sional Cost 
of Proposal 
- € 

Provisional 
Exche-
quer Grant 
Amount - € 

 Provisional 
LA Contribu-
tion - € 

Affordable 
Housing 
Potential 

 Dublin City   Cherry Or-
chard   

 €7,645,415  €6,804,419  €840,996  183 

 Dublin City    Balbutcher, 
Ballymun   

 €4,135,351  €3,680,462  €454,889  74 

 Dublin City    Sillogue, 
Ballymun   

 €3,975,000  €3,537,750  €437,250  83 

 DLR  Enniskerry 
Road   

 €4,537,576  €4,038,443  €499,133  50 

 Fingal  Church 
Fields, Mul-
huddart   

 €11,000,000  €9,790,000  €1,210,000  753 

 Fingal  Dun Emer, 
Lusk   

 €1,500,000  €1,335,000  €165,000  74 

 Fingal  Hackett-
stown, Sker-
ries   

 €2,198,667  €1,956,814  €241,853  49 

 Total    €34,992,009  €31,142,888  €3,849,121  1,266 
My Department will continue to engage proactively with the local authorities to accelerate 

the delivery of these projects.  The combination of this Fund and the significantly increased 
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funding for the social housing programme will open up more opportunities for larger mixed-
tenure developments on key sites such as O’Devaney Gardens and Oscar Traynor Road in 
Dublin.

Acknowledging that renters in Dublin are currently facing significant access and afford-
ability challenges, the Government is also committed to the introduction of a not-for-profit, 
cost rental sector in Ireland. Cost Rental is a model of delivery where the provider supplies 
accommodation and charges rents sufficient to cover both the cost of provision and ongoing 
operational expenses.  Two pathfinder pilot projects in the former St. Michael’s Estate Inchicore 
and Enniskerry Road will deliver 380 cost rental homes and the experience gained from these 
projects will inform a national approach to cost rental and its delivery at scale. 

Question No. 123 answered with Question No. 97.

09/04/2019WRC06300Local Authority Housing Maintenance

09/04/2019WRC06400124. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the way in which he can address the lengthy maintenance turnaround time for local 
authority properties before they can be allocated to new tenants while ensuring all best practices 
are followed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16371/19]

09/04/2019WRC06500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting repairs to 
vacant properties, responsive repairs and implementing planned maintenance programmes, is a 
matter for each individual local authority, in line with Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  Lo-
cal authorities return vacant properties to use through their own resources but my Department 
also continues to provide exchequer support to local authorities under the voids programme to 
support the timely re-tenanting of social homes that become vacant and require significant in-
vestment prior to re-letting.  Indeed, in 2018 over €26 million was provided to local authorities 
for this purpose. 

The challenges faced by local authorities in re-tenanting properties vary considerably, with 
some requiring minimal upgrade or re-decoration, while others require very extensive and cost-
ly pre-letting works before they can be safely re-tenanted.  I believe the best way in which 
improvements can be made in this area is for local authorities to have a common approach to 
this work, based on established best practice. In that regard, a group representing a number of 
local authorities is working to identify best practice in relation to housing stock maintenance 
and repairs, within the structure of the City and County Management Association (CCMA).

In addition to building on the expertise and best practice that already exists in the local au-
thorities, Councillors can also play an important role in this area, overseeing the performance of 
their respective local authorities in achieving timely re-lettings of social housing homes.   

Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 106.

09/04/2019WRC06700Departmental Functions

09/04/2019WRC06800126. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the EU policy co-
herence unit in his Department; the number of staff allocated to same; and if this has increased 
in the past two years. [16358/19]

09/04/2019WRC06900127. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach the way in which the EU policy co-
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herence unit provides a whole-of-Government approach in EU policies. [16359/19]

09/04/2019WRC07000The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 126 and 127 together.

The EU Policy Coherence Unit in my Department works to ensure whole-of-government 
coherence in cross-cutting EU policies, providing overview and strategic focus in areas includ-
ing the Union’s budget (MFF), eurozone matters, the internal market, trade and the European 
Semester. 

It is part of the EU Section which assists me in my role as a member of the European Coun-
cil and in my other EU engagements, working closely with other relevant Departments includ-
ing the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

It comprises three posts and draws on the work of a small team that provides shared admin-
istrative support for the EU Section.  Staffing resources are kept under ongoing review in line 
with business needs.

There are 26 posts in the International, EU and Northern Ireland Division of my Department, 
of which EU Policy Coherence is part.  This Division covers work on all international, EU and 
British-Irish and Northern Ireland affairs within the Department, including Brexit issues. 

Augmenting the ongoing work the International, EU and Northern Ireland division on Brex-
it, is the Brexit preparedness and contingency planning unit, which assists the secretaries gener-
al group, overseeing ongoing work on national Brexit preparedness and contingency planning. 
The unit has a current staffing complement of 11.  The unit works closely with other divisions 
in my Department, including the economic division, and with colleagues in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, which has overall responsibility for Brexit.

09/04/2019WRC07100Appointments to State Boards

09/04/2019WRC07200128. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Taoiseach the number and percentage of women 
on each State board under the remit of his Department on 8 March 2016 and 8 March 2019, 
respectively. [16027/19]

09/04/2019WRC07300The Taoiseach: I appoint members to two State Boards under the remit of my Department 
- the NESC and the National Statistics Board (NSB). 

I have limited discretion in these appointments as in certain cases, per the relevant legisla-
tion, members are nominated by other bodies.

Of the appointments that I have made since I became Taoiseach and have had discretion 
over, three of the five were female (60%).

On 8 March 2016, when the NESC had 34 members, 11 were women and 23 were men. 
Overall, female representation on the NESC was at 32.4%.

On 8 March 2019, now the NESC has 28 members, 10 were women and 18 were men. Over-
all, female representation on the NESC was at 35.7%.

On 8 March 2016, the National Statistics Board consisted of three women, one of whom 
was the Chairperson, and five men. Overall, female representation on the NSB was at 37.5%.

On 8 March 2019, the National Statistics Board consisted of two women, one of whom is 
the Chairperson, and six men. Overall, female representation on the NSB was at 25%.
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All appointments are made in line with the Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards

09/04/2019WRD00200Defence Forces Transport

09/04/2019WRD00300129. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
light tactical armoured vehicles purchased for the Defence Forces in each of the years 2017, 
2018 and to date in 2019; the number withdrawn during the same period; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16248/19]

09/04/2019WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister of State with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability 
of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service is maintained to the greatest extent possible to en-
able the Defence Forces to carry out their roles as assigned by Government both at home and 
overseas.

The White Paper on Defence provides that Ireland’s ongoing active participation in a range 
of peacekeeping and crisis management missions is a key policy requirement. While each mis-
sion has elements of danger, it is the Government’s position that all actions should be taken to 
minimise threats to the safety of personnel.  Armoured vehicles provide essential force pro-
tection and, in this context in accordance with the equipment planning process, the fleet of 
armoured vehicles is subject to regular review to ensure that it meets operational requirements 
both at home and overseas.

There are twenty-seven (27) Light Tactical Armoured Vehicles (LTAV) available to the De-
fence Forces.  Since delivery in 2010, the LTAV fleet has been used extensively on deployment 
both overseas and on island for training purposes.  No LTAVs were purchased in the years 2017, 
2018 or 2019 to date and no LTAVs were withdrawn during this period.

The LTAV fleet complements the Mowag Armoured Personnel Carriers (APCs) and other 
armoured vehicles in the conduct of conventional and Peace Support Operations. A multi-year 
mid-life upgrade programme for the APC fleet is under way, which will extend the utility of 
the fleet and provide greater levels of protection, mobility and firepower. The first twenty (20) 
upgraded vehicles were recently delivered.

In addition, there has been further investment in the armoured fleet with the acquisition of 
24 Armoured Utility Vehicles in 2017, and more recently the acquisition of 10 Combat Sup-
port Service Armoured 8 x 8 Drops Vehicles which were delivered in late 2018. These vehicles 
along with the fleet of Light Tactical Armoured Vehicles will provide personnel with the requi-
site force protection to operate in a supporting role in high-threat environments.  The procure-
ment of these vehicles will also enhance Ireland’s ability to participate in integrated multina-
tional deployments.

The acquisition of new equipment for the Defence Forces remains a clear focus for me. Fu-
ture equipment priorities are being considered in the context of the lifetime of the White Paper 
on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment planning priorities planning 
process.  I am satisfied that the Defence Forces have the necessary resources available to them, 
including a modern and effective range of equipment which is in line with best international 
standards in order to fulfil all roles assigned to them by Government.

09/04/2019WRD00500Civil Defence
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09/04/2019WRD00600130. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the estimated 
full-year cost if the budget for the Civil Defence increased by 12.5%; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16249/19]

09/04/2019WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
provides funding to local authorities to assist them in the provision of Civil Defence services. 
This funding is intended to meet a proportion (70%) of the annual operating costs of Civil De-
fence in the local authorities - plus grants for equipment, training exercises and other miscel-
laneous costs.

The amount provided for Civil Defence in the Defence Vote for 2019 is €4.74m. This amount 
includes a once-off allocation of €0.5m from the Dormant Accounts Fund.  The full-year Ex-
chequer cost of increasing the budget for Civil Defence by 12.5%, excluding the Dormant Ac-
counts allocation, would be €0.53m.

09/04/2019WRD00800Departmental Correspondence

09/04/2019WRD00900131. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will re-
spond to correspondence previously sent (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16496/19]

09/04/2019WRD01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am advised 
that officials from the Property Management Branch of the Department have made several at-
tempts to contact the Secretary, Post 1, IUNVA with a view to arranging a meeting to discuss 
the matters of concern to them.  I can confirm that my officials remain available to meet with 
the association to discuss these matters and will endeavour to bring this matter to a conclusion 
in the coming weeks.

09/04/2019WRD01100Overseas Missions Data

09/04/2019WRD01200132. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Irish military personnel deployed on UN missions abroad; the details of the missions; and 
the military rank of each. [16637/19]

09/04/2019WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As of 03 April 
2019, Ireland is contributing 669 Defence Forces personnel to 9 different missions throughout 
the world.  The main overseas missions in which Defence Forces personnel are currently de-
ployed are the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 460 personnel and the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in Syria with 131 personnel.  The 
other United Nations missions that Defence Forces are deployed to are the United Nations 
Truce Supervision Organisation (UNTSO) with 12 personnel, the United Nations Mission for 
the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) with 3 personnel and the United Nations Sta-
bilisation Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) with 3 personnel.

Other United Nations mandated missions where Defence Forces are deployed are EUFOR 
(EU-led Operation in Bosnia and Herzegovina) with 5 personnel, EUTM Mali (EU-led Train-
ing Mission) with 19 personnel, KFOR (International Security Presence in Kosovo) HQ with 12 
personnel and the Naval Service EU Naval Mission (Op Sophia) with 5 personnel.

Full details of all personnel currently serving overseas on UN missions by military rank are 
listed in the following tabular statement.
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In addition, Ireland is also contributing some 19 military advisors, representatives and staff 
officers with the OSCE in Vienna, the EU and NATO/Partnership for Peace in Belgium and UN 
Headquarters in New York.

Tabular Statement

Col Lt Col Com-
dt

Capt Lt Chap-
lain

RSM BQMS CS CQ Sgt Cpl Pte Total 

UNI-
FIL

1 5 16 20 16 1 3 1 9 8 54 105 221 460

UN-
TSO

1 8 3 12

MIN-
URSO

1 2 3

MO-
NUS-
CO

1 2 3

UN-
DOF

3 4 9 4 1 1 1 1 2 20 26 59 131

EU-
FOR 
BiH

2 1 1 1 5

EUTM 
Mali

2 2 1 2 3 1 5 3 19

KFOR 1 1 2 1 1 1 3 1 1 12

Op 
Sophia

1 1 1 2 5

TO-
TAL

2 15 36 40 22 2 5 3 19 11 80 135 280 650

09/04/2019WRD01400Ministerial Travel

09/04/2019WRD01500133. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the de-
tails of his itinerary while he was visiting Irish soldiers on the Golan Heights and in the region. 
[16638/19]

09/04/2019WRD01600134. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the com-
munications he has had with the UN regarding the shortfall in numbers in the UN mission on 
the Golan Heights; if the shortfall in numbers has increased the workload and duties of Irish 
soldiers; and if those extra duties and so on are not compromising the health or security of Irish 
soldiers in the region. [16639/19]

09/04/2019WRD01700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 133 and 134 together.

I would like to clarify that in March 2019, as part of the Governments planned St. Patrick’s 
Day schedule of events, I visited Cyprus, Lebanon and Jordan.  I have not visited the Golan 
Heights this year to date.

My most recent visit to the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) on 
the Golan Heights took place during the period 13 to 20 March 2018.  At that time, I also visited 
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), the United Nations Truce Supervision 
Organisation (UNTSO) and the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP).

I travelled to Camp Ziouani on the Israeli side of the area of separation on 15 March 
2018 where I met with the Head of Mission and Force Commander, Major General Francis 
Vib-Sanziri, who commented very positively on Ireland’s contribution to the UNDOF mission. 
My itinerary also included briefings from the Chief of Staff of UNDOF, who at that time was 
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Ireland’s Colonel Mick Dawson.

Since then, the Irish Contingent has moved back to Camp Faouar, where the Headquarters 
of UNDOF is also located.  A visit to Camp Faouar to visit Irish Troops would be difficult at 
this time given the ongoing conflict in Syria, which would be the access point for any visit to 
Camp Faouar and the political situation which pertains there.  However, this will be kept under 
review as the situation in Syria continues to evolve.

09/04/2019WRD01900Army Barracks

09/04/2019WRD02000135. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if in the context 
of a further organisational review of Defence Forces facilities and the utilisation thereof, it is 
planned to reopen Columb Barracks, Mullingar, for troop deployments and accommodation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16661/19]

09/04/2019WRD02100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The barracks 
consolidation programme which was completed in the earlier part of this decade, and which 
included the closure of the former Columb Barracks, has resulted in an enhancement of the 
operational readiness and deployability of Defence Forces personnel. The Defence Forces keep 
operational plans under constant review and I am satisfied that the operational readiness and 
deployability of the Defence Forces is such that it can respond effectively to wherever they 
are required in this State. There are no plans to open any new military installations and I am 
satisfied that to do so would cause a range of unnecessary inefficiencies, including an increased 
administrative burden from the need to introduce a layer of non-operational barracks manage-
ment and security which would adversely affect the operational effectiveness and overall de-
ployability of the Defence Forces.

Furthermore, in relation to the former Columb Barracks, the Land Development Agency 
(LDA) has confirmed to my Department that it is interested in acquiring this property for de-
velopmental purposes.  My Department has commenced the necessary background work in this 
context.

Regarding troop accommodation, the Defence Forces’ Built Infrastructure Programme is 
designed to modernise and enhance the existing training, operational and accommodation fa-
cilities available to members of the Defence Forces. The Programme is based upon operational 
requirements that are addressed on a priority needs basis.

09/04/2019WRD02200Human Rights Cases

09/04/2019WRD02300136. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Uighur population in north-western China is 
facing persecution; the steps taken by the international community to prevent same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16139/19]

09/04/2019WRD02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
attention has been drawn to the reports regarding the situation in the Xinjiang Uighur Autono-
mous Region, in particular those relating to the treatment of Uighur Muslims and notably the 
detention of a significant number of people in re-education camps. Ireland takes these reports 
very seriously and has raised our concerns with our Chinese counterparts, in bilateral and mul-
tilateral contexts, and as an EU Member State.
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The subject was raised with China’s Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Wang Chao, dur-
ing political consultations held with China last November. Our concerns about the situation in 
Xinjiang are also raised in our contacts with the Chinese Embassy in Dublin and through our 
Embassy in Beijing.

Ireland participated in China’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR), which was also held in 
November.  In addition to expressing concern at reports of the treatment of ethnic Uighurs, in 
particular their detention in political re-education camps, we urged China to respect freedom of 
religion and belief and recommended that China grant access to the OHCHR to all regions of 
the country including Xinjiang.

The EU also continues to raise concerns regarding freedom of religion and belief at bilateral 
and multilateral levels. The most recent EU-China Human Rights Dialogue was held just last 
week, on the 1-2 April, where the EU noted that while actions to counter terrorism are essential, 
such measures must respect the principle of proportionality, fundamental freedoms and inter-
national laws. The EU raised the system of political re-education camps and called on China to 
allow meaningful, unsupervised and unrestricted access to Xinjiang for independent observers, 
including for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and UN Special Procedures.

At the most recent session of the UN Human Rights Council in March, the EU similar-
ly raised concerns about the existence of political re-education camps and widespread surveil-
lance and restrictions particularly targeted at Uighurs in Xinjiang, and again urged China to 
allow meaningful access to Xinjiang for independent observers, including for the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. Ireland fully supports the EU position, and actively contrib-
utes to its actions and statements.

09/04/2019WRD02500Human Rights Cases

09/04/2019WRD02600137. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has formally raised with the Brunei authorities his concerns and the opposition of Ireland to 
the new laws being implemented targeting the LGBT community; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16140/19]

09/04/2019WRD02700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
adds our voice to that of the EU in expressing our deep concern at the recent implementation of 
certain measures under the Penal Code of Brunei-Darussalam, including the imposition of the 
death penalty against those engaging in consensual same-sex sexual activity.

Some of the punishments foreseen in the criminal code amount to torture, acts of cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment which are prohibited by the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, signed by Brunei-Darussalam 
in 2015.  As well as going against the 2012 ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, these punish-
ments may also breach Brunei’s obligations as a party to the Convention of the Rights of the 
Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

In relation to the provisions referred to by the Deputy, Ireland is committed to promoting the 
rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI+) individuals, who continue 
to suffer disproportionate levels of violence and face systemic discrimination in many coun-
tries. In both our bilateral and multilateral engagement on human rights, we focus on ensuring 
individuals’ human rights and non-discrimination, regardless of sexual orientation and gender 
identity.

Irish Consulates and Embassies overseas cooperate closely with EU delegations and Em-
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bassies of the other EU Member States to advocate for the rights of LGBTI+ persons, including 
advocating for the decriminalisation of homosexuality where it exists and against its crimi-
nalisation where this is contemplated.  Our diplomatic network also actively supports LGBTI+ 
rights by participating in Gay Pride parades and similar events across the world and offering 
support to LGBTI+ civil society organisations.

Ireland also raises the rights of LGBTI+ individuals at international level through our work 
at the United Nations and the European Union as well as our engagement in regional organisa-
tions such as the Council of Europe and the OSCE.

Additionally, Ireland reaffirms its strong and unequivocal opposition to capital punishment 
in all circumstances and for all cases. Ireland expects Brunei-Darussalam to maintain its de 
facto moratorium on the use of the death penalty.

At the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva we will take the opportunity of the upcoming 
Universal Periodic Review of Brunei-Darussalam next month to call on the Government to 
abide by its international and regional human rights commitments and obligations.

09/04/2019WRD02800Northern Ireland

09/04/2019WRD02900138. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on the possibility of direct rule returning to Northern Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16153/19]

09/04/2019WRD03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): A re-
turn of direct rule in Northern Ireland is not an outcome that the Government would want to see 
happen, in any scenario. A return of fully functioning devolved institutions of the Good Friday 
Agreement is urgently needed in order to represent the interests of all of the people of Northern 
Ireland and address issues of concern, including the challenges for Northern Ireland resulting 
from the UK decision to exit the European Union. The North-South Ministerial Council is also 
essential to oversee and develop North-South cooperation on matters of mutual interest, as pro-
vided for under the Good Friday Agreement.

I am continuing to work with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and remain in regu-
lar contact with the leaders of each of the political parties to get the necessary political process 
under way to secure an agreement for a functioning Executive and Assembly and North-South 
Ministerial Council.

The continuing absence of vital institutions of the Agreement is a source of deep concern 
for the Government, as it is for the British Government.  The Government will continue to do 
everything in its power, in accordance with its responsibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good 
Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of all of its institutions.

Secretary of State Bradley and I met with the leaders of the five main political parties at 
Stormont on 15 February, further to our respective consultations with each of the party lead-
ers in January.  This meeting sought the parties’ views at this stage on how a new talks process 
could most constructively be commenced in the period ahead. Each of the party leaders con-
firmed their wish to participate in the institutions again and provided views on the necessary 
basis for an effective talks process.

It was agreed that the two Governments would engage further with the parties to seek an 
urgent way forward with a new political process that can secure an agreement for a functioning 
Executive and Assembly.
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Following these further consultations, the Government does not underestimate the way to 
go in achieving a resolution, but continues to believe that this can be achieved and that there is 
an increasingly urgent need for talks to commence.

The two-year absence of the devolved institutions cannot be allowed to continue. There are 
pressing decisions and issues across a range of areas, which require a functioning Executive and 
Assembly, and NSMC.

The legislation that was brought forward by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland last 
year, which temporarily suspends the requirement to call an Assembly election, underlines the 
urgent requirement for all with responsibilities to do everything in their power to get them op-
erating again.

On 21 March, the Secretary of State announced that the period suspending the duty to call 
an Assembly election would be extended until 25 August. It is imperative therefore that the pe-
riod ahead is used to get a new political process in place to get all of the institutions of the Good 
Friday Agreement up and working again.

09/04/2019WRD03100Diplomatic Representation

09/04/2019WRD03200139. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will allocate a first secretary post to the Irish embassies in Pretoria, South Africa, and the 
Hague, The Netherlands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16246/19]

09/04/2019WRD03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): With 
the launch last year of ‘Global Ireland: Ireland’s Global Footprint to 2025’, the Government is 
committed to doubling the scope and impact of Ireland’s global footprint in the period ahead, 
while also continuously reviewing the scale of Ireland’s overseas network. In considering the 
expansion of our diplomatic representation overseas, a range of factors is taken into account 
including our national political, economic and trade priorities, as well as the availability of re-
sources.  The deepening of resources in missions across our network, including the two referred 
to by the Deputy, is under active review.

09/04/2019WRD03400EU Migration Crisis

09/04/2019WRD03500140. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the migration policy of the EU and conditions in Libyan detention centres; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16312/19]

09/04/2019WRD03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In June 
2018, the European Council reconfirmed that a functioning EU policy on migration requires 
a comprehensive approach which combines effective controls of the EU’s external borders, 
action to strengthen co-operation with countries of transit and origin, and dealing with the 
management of migrants within the European Union, where a balance of solidarity and respon-
sibility is needed.

I continue to be deeply troubled by the human rights abuses that migrants and refugees suf-
fer in Libya, in particular the persistent abuses that have been reported in detention centres.  At 
the Foreign Affairs Council in December 2018, the EU committed to continue to work with the 
Libyan authorities to improve conditions for migrants and refugees, with a view to addressing 
the current system of detention.  The EU High Representative, Federica Mogherini, met with 
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the Prime Minister of Libya and the UN Special Representative for Libya in February 2019 and 
discussed how conditions in detention centres can continue to be improved for migrants with 
the assistance of the EU and UN agencies.

Over the past 18 months, some progress has been made in alleviating the plight of migrants 
in Libya. In late 2017, the EU stepped up cooperation with UN agencies and the African Union 
to accelerate returns from Libya for those migrants who wish to leave, and to establish safe and 
legal pathways to resettle those who need international protection. This has contributed to the 
voluntary return of more than 37,000 vulnerable migrants stranded in Libya. The EU also pro-
vides support to the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and to the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to assist migrants inside Libyan detention centres, including 
with primary medical assistance.

Over 500 asylum-seekers and refugees have been released from detention so far in 2019, but 
some 6,000 remain, and continued efforts are required on their behalf.  The Libyan authorities 
should continue to work with relevant international organisations to make available alternatives 
to detention centres, particularly for vulnerable migrants.  In the meantime, oversight in deten-
tion centres needs to be expanded and improved. We are aware that the Libyan Government 
does not have full control over the territory of Libya, but all parties, including those with de 
facto control of territory, have a responsibility to end ill treatment of migrants, and to facilitate 
UN and other humanitarian access to detention centres.

Regrettably, political fragmentation and the fragile security situation in Libya limit the 
capacity of the international community to influence the situation on the ground. There is a 
governance vacuum in many areas of the country, and in many areas access for international 
organisations seeking to monitor and alleviate conditions for migrants is restricted.  Bringing 
real improvements to the lives of Libyans and migrants, and ensuring an end to human rights 
abuses, will require restoration of political stability, and a fully functioning and unified Govern-
ment.

While Libya is the epicentre of this crisis, a long-term solution will require further coopera-
tion from States all along migration routes, and the support of regional partners and the interna-
tional community.  Ireland has committed €15 million to the EU’s Trust Fund for Africa, which 
aims to address the root causes of destabilisation, forced displacement and irregular migration 
in Africa. Work to reduce poverty in countries of origin, which is one of the main drivers of ir-
regular migratory flows, is at the core of Ireland’s aid programme.

09/04/2019WRD03700Undocumented Irish in the USA

09/04/2019WRD03800141. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of plans to deal with the undocumented Irish since the series of St. Patrick’s 
Day visits. [16360/19]

09/04/2019WRD03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach and I have prioritised the issue of Irish immigration in the US since taking office. We 
will continue our efforts in this regard until we secure progress – both in terms of future legal 
immigration opportunities for Irish citizens; and in securing a pathway for those Irish who are 
undocumented in order to regularise their status.

Special Envoy to the US Congress on the Undocumented, Deputy John Deasy, has 
worked closely on these issues with my Department, and with Ireland’s Ambassador to the US, 
Dan Mulhall, and his team at the Embassy in Washington, DC, in particular, since his appoint-
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ment.

Building on this work, I visited the US in early February for a series of engagements with 
the US Administration and Congressional leaders on the full range of issues of mutual interest.  
I raised immigration issues in these meetings, as I have done in all my interactions with the US 
Administration and US political leaders since taking office.

Additionally, the Taoiseach had a range of engagements at the highest levels of the US Ad-
ministration and with Congressional leaders over the St Patrick’s Day period.  Eight other Gov-
ernment Ministers were also in the US over St Patrick’s Day for one of our most ambitious ever 
programmes of engagement. They, too, were fully seized of the importance of securing relief 
for the undocumented Irish and raised the issue, as appropriate.

Following on from these many engagements over St. Patrick’s Day, officials in my Depart-
ment, including those in our Embassy in Washington, D.C., are following up with the contacts 
made and will reengage with US officials on issues of concern, such as the undocumented Irish.

In addition to this work, my Department, including through our Embassy and Consulates in 
the US, consistently works alongside the Irish Immigration Centres across the US to provide 
support to those Irish who are undocumented on an ongoing basis. Each Irish Centre receives 
significant Government funding through the Emigrant Support Programme each year for its 
work, including support for vulnerable Irish and the undocumented.  In 2018, over €3 mil-
lion was allocated to 76 organisations across the US, including the Irish Centers.

09/04/2019WRD04000British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference

09/04/2019WRD04100142. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has raised with his UK counterpart the need for a summit-level British-Irish Inter-
governmental Conference. [16385/19]

09/04/2019WRD04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): It was 
agreed at the last meeting of the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference (BIIGC), which 
took place in Dublin on 2 November 2018, that the BIIGC would reconvene in spring 2019.  
Discussion is under way in relation to the scheduling of this next meeting. This will be an 
important opportunity to jointly review the latest developments in British-Irish relations and 
political developments in Northern Ireland, and also to consider the ongoing work and agenda 
for the BIIGC in the period ahead.

09/04/2019WRD04300Brexit Preparations

09/04/2019WRD04400143. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way in which the EU policy coherence unit aims to protect the Single Market in the 
event of a hard Brexit. [16359/19]

09/04/2019WRD04500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): We 
promote and protect Ireland’s interests in the EU through the work of the EU Division of my 
Department, our Embassies in Europe and the Permanent Mission to the EU in Brussels, in co-
operation with the Department of the Taoiseach, and other Government Departments.

Ireland is strongly committed to the Single Market and continues to advocate that a properly 
functioning Single Market, in all areas of trading, is essential for Europe’s competitiveness on 
the global stage, and to facilitate Europe performing optimally at the highest point of global 
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value chains.  Ease of access to cross-border trading opportunities within the EU is especially 
valuable to Irish and European SMEs.

There is ongoing and regular contact between the Government and the European Commis-
sion, at all levels, in relation to our preparedness and contingency measures for Brexit, includ-
ing a no-deal scenario.  We are working closely with the Commission on how to mitigate the 
negative impact on our trade and economy, and to ensure connectivity with the rest of the EU’s 
Single Market, including via the landbridge.

In recent weeks, discussions have had an additional focus on how to protect the Good Friday 
Agreement and avoid a hard border in the case of no deal, while also protecting the integrity of 
the Single Market and Customs Union and Ireland’s place in them.  Ireland and the EU are at 
one in our determination to do all we can, deal or no deal, to avoid a hard border and to protect 
the peace process.

If the UK decides to leave without the Withdrawal Agreement, initial, temporary arrange-
ments will be required. Such arrangements will be suboptimal compared to the backstop, and, 
while we are absolutely determined to avoid physical infrastructure at the border, it would be 
difficult to avoid serious disruption to the functioning of the all-island economy. There are no 
easy answers.  The seamless trade we enjoy today would not be possible, and the benefits of the 
backstop for businesses in Northern Ireland will be lost, at least in the short term.

For any sustainable long-term solution, discussions between the EU, Ireland and the UK 
will be required, not least given the UK’s obligations under the Good Friday Agreement as a 
co-guarantor of that agreement.  For such a solution, it would be impossible to escape the need 
for close alignment with the Single Market and Customs Union, and the backstop would be the 
starting point for these discussions.

This is also why the Withdrawal Agreement is of such importance. It represents the only 
way to ensure an orderly UK withdrawal, and we continue to work as a priority to support its 
ratification.

09/04/2019WRD04600Home Loan Scheme

09/04/2019WRD04700144. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance if persons who are eligible for 
the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme for the purchase of a new-build home are not eligible 
for the help-to-buy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16315/19]

09/04/2019WRD04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 477C of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997 provides for the Help to Buy incentive (HTB), which came into effect on 19 July 
2016. A number of conditions must be satisfied in order for an individual to be eligible to avail 
of the incentive.

To claim HTB, you must:

- be a first-time buyer;

- buy or build a new property between 19 July 2016 and 31 December 2019;

- If you are buying the property, you must have signed a contract to buy the property in that 
period.

- If you are self-building, you must have drawn down the first part of the mortgage in that 
period.
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- live in the property as your main home for five years after you buy or build it; and

- be tax compliant, or if you are self-assessed, you must also have tax clearance.

Other conditions include:

- the contractor you are purchasing your home from must be approved by Revenue;

- the purchase value of your home must not exceed €500,000;

- you must take out your mortgage on the property with a qualifying lender, the definition of 
which includes a local authority;

- The loan must be used only for buying or building the property; and

- the loan must be at least 70% of the purchase value of the property.

While the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme is primarily a matter for the Minister for 
Housing, Planning and Local Government, I understand that the loans in question are provided 
by the Local Authorities which, for the purposes of the HTB, are included within the definition 
of a ‘qualifying lender’.

Therefore, an individual eligible for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme may also be 
eligible to avail of the HTB relief, provided the conditions set out above are met.

Further information in relation to the application and claim process for HTB are available 
on the Revenue website at:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/how-do-you-apply-for-help-to-
buy-htb.aspx.

09/04/2019WRD04900Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman

09/04/2019WRD05000145. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when cases (details supplied) 
will be decided upon by the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16045/19]

09/04/2019WRD05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Firstly, I must point out that the Fi-
nancial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) is independent in the performance of his 
statutory functions.  I have no role in the day-to-day workings of the office or in the decisions 
which he takes.

Section 56(4) of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman Act 2017 provides that

“The Ombudsman shall, without prejudice to the form of investigation, ensure investiga-
tions are conducted otherwise than in public.”

Given that the services provided by the FSPO are confidential in nature, it would not be ap-
propriate for him to confirm or deny the existence of a complaint from a named complainant, 
nor would it be appropriate to comment on any individual case.

However, on the issue more generally, the Office of the Financial Services and Pensions 
Ombudsman was established on 01 January 2018 to resolve complaints from consumers, in-
cluding small businesses and other organisations, against financial service providers or pen-
sion providers. The Ombudsman provides an independent, fair, impartial, confidential and free 
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service to resolve complaints through either informal mediation or formal investigation and 
adjudication.

When a consumer is unable to resolve a complaint or dispute with a financial service or 
pension provider, they can refer their complaint to the FSPO. The FSPO deals with complaints 
informally at first, by listening to both parties and engaging with them to facilitate a resolution 
that is acceptable to both parties.  Where these early interventions do not resolve the dispute, the 
FSPO formally investigates the complaint and issues a decision that is legally binding on both 
parties, subject only to an appeal to the High Court.

During the formal investigation of complaints, documentary and audio evidence, and other 
material, together with submissions from the parties, are gathered by the Office and exchanged 
between the parties.  Following detailed consideration of all of the evidence and submissions 
made, a preliminary decision is issued to the parties and they are advised that certain limited 
further submissions can be made prior to the issuing of a legally binding decision.

The Ombudsman’s aim is to resolve all complaints as effectively as possible.  While many 
complaints can be resolved quite quickly through the informal processes which rely heavily on 
mediation techniques, it can take considerably longer to resolve complaints where a full inves-
tigation and adjudication is required. For those complaints which are resolved through the more 
formal process, the timeframe is determined by the number of submissions received from the 
parties as all the evidence must be gathered and exchanged in accordance with fair procedures 
before the issues are considered and a preliminary decision and subsequently a legally binding 
decision is issued to both parties. In addition, the adjudication of a complaint will sometimes 
require an oral hearing where evidence is taken under oath.

Section 62 of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman Act 2017 provides the FSPO 
with the power to publish legally binding decisions in relation to complaints concerning finan-
cial service providers. The legislation provides that decisions should be published in a manner 
that ensures that a complainant is not identified by name, address or otherwise and a provider is 
not identified by name or address.

09/04/2019WRD05200Customs and Excise Staff

09/04/2019WRD05300146. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of additional customs 
officials of the Revenue Commissioners who have been hired; the number that will be in place 
by 12 April 2019; the locations and offices to which the additional staff have been posted, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16088/19]

09/04/2019WRD05400153. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the number of the new 600 
customs officers in operation on 29 March 2019; the number that are in place as of 2 April 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16211/19]

09/04/2019WRD05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 146 
and 153 together.

In September 2018, the Government granted approval in principle for the phased recruit-
ment of an additional 600 Revenue staff to meet the challenges posed by Brexit.

Revenue has appointed over 470 staff from open recruitment and interdepartmental compe-
titions since the start of 2019.  The majority of these have been assigned to customs roles or to 
backfill existing Revenue staff assigned to customs duties.  As serving staff are taking up their 
new Brexit-related positions, Revenue is backfilling the vacancies created through panels of 
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candidates established from its general recruitment activity.

Over 400 staff have completed customs training in preparation for Brexit.  A further 80 staff 
are to complete customs training during April 2019.

The following table provides details of the additional staff that have been appointed to cus-
toms roles by location and office:

Location/Office

Location Offices Number
Munster Cork, Limerick, Nenagh, 

Waterford
99

BMW Athlone,Galway, Letterken-
ny, Dundalk, Sligo

29

Dublin Airport, Port, City Centre 238
Wexford Rosslare/Wexford 30
Rest of Leinster Athy 5
Total  401
Revenue is an integrated tax and customs administration.  Resources are deployed based on 

the evolving business needs to tackle any risks as they emerge.

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, Revenue has panels and training plans in place to appoint 
additional staff required for Brexit during 2019.

09/04/2019WRE00200Bank Charges

09/04/2019WRE00300147. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether banks 
should be compelled to charge all transaction fees at the point of purchase in the interest of 
transparency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16143/19]

09/04/2019WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand this to mean that the cost 
of a transaction would be notified to a customer at the time of the transaction rather than being 
notified to them at the end of the two or three month billing period. 

The European Communities (Payment Services) Regulations 2009 (PSR) and the Consumer 
Protection Code 2012 contain certain requirements in relation to the information to be provided 
about charges to ensure that the customer is aware in advance of the amount of a charge for the 
provision of certain services. 

The PSR require that payment service providers:  

- provide information on all charges payable by the user to the provider and, where such 
charges can be broken down into components, a statement of those components.

- agree, between the payment service user and the payment service provider, any charges 
imposed. These charges shall be appropriate and in line with the payment service provider’s 
actual costs.

- provide information on all charges applicable before a user uses a payment service.

The Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code) contains a number of provisions relating 
to charges which regulated entities including credit institutions must comply with, except when 
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providing a payment service and/or issuing electronic money. Under the Code regulated entities 
must:  

- make full disclosure of all relevant material information, including all charges, in a way 
that seeks to inform the customer. 

- provide consumers with a breakdown of all charges, including third party charges prior to 
providing a product or service to the consumer.  Where such charges cannot be ascertained in 
advance, notify the consumer that such charges will be levied as part of the transaction. 

- display a schedule of fees and charges in public offices, in a manner that is easily acces-
sible to consumers. If the regulated entity has a website, its schedule of fees and charges must 
also be made available on the website.  

- notify affected consumers of increases in charges, specifying the new charge and the old 
charge, or the introduction of any new charge, at least 30 days prior to the change taking effect.  

- where charges are accumulated and applied periodically to accounts and amount to €10 or 
more, notify the consumer at least 10 business days in advance of the deduction of the charges 
and give each consumer a breakdown of such charges.

I can see how the premise of the question could operate for a cash withdrawal from the spe-
cific bank’s ATM when the transaction is taking place. However, I am not clear how this could 
operate in the case of for example a debit card purchase where the bank’s technology is not 
necessarily being used. Nor am I clear on how it would operate when another ATM network is 
being used or in the case of an internet transaction on a third party website.

I am satisfied that consumers are in a position to inform themselves of the charges that they 
are likely to incur but there is always room for greater transparency. For example, I am aware of 
certain financial service providers who use technology to provide additional information to cus-
tomer by sending a text message when they are in danger of becoming overdrawn. If customers 
are unhappy with their financial service provider for any reason, including cost or information 
provided, they have the right to switch to a different provider. 

In this regard, I would encourage customers to look at my Department’s website www.
switchyourbank.ie which provides useful information on switching financial products. 

09/04/2019WRE00500Bank Charges

09/04/2019WRE00600148. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the reason certain banks are 
allowed discriminate in their fee structures against customers with less than a certain amount in 
their account by imposing fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16144/19]

09/04/2019WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In fulfilling its statutory role under 
Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act, 1995 (the Act), I understand that the Central Bank as-
sesses each notification received from a credit institution pursuant to the Act, where they wish 
to introduce any new customer charge or increase any existing customer charge in respect of 
certain services, in accordance with the specific assessment criteria set out in the Act.   

Approvals are issued in the form of a letter of direction and the entity is legally bound to 
comply with this letter of direction.  The letter of direction sets out the maximum amount the 
credit institution is allowed to charge. Credit institutions are free to impose any pricing differen-
tials for the service up to the permitted maximum and are free to waive fees at their discretion. If 
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customers are unhappy with their current account provider for any reason, including cost, they 
have the right to switch to a different provider. 

In this regard, I would encourage customers to look at my Department’s website www.
switchyourbank.ie which provides useful information on switching financial products.  

09/04/2019WRE00800Financial Transactions Tax

09/04/2019WRE00900149. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance the position of Ireland with 
regard to the financial transaction tax proposed by France and Germany as a measure to bridge 
the EU budget gap due to Brexit and to provide for a specific eurozone budget; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16170/19]

09/04/2019WRE01000150. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance the yield that would arise 
from a financial transaction tax based on the French model on Irish transactions levied at a rate 
of 0.1% on share and bond transactions and 0.01% on derivative products; the way in which the 
French proposal differs from the Irish stamp duty regime that applies only to share transactions 
on Irish incorporated companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16171/19]

09/04/2019WRE01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 149 
and 150 together.

Both questions appear to refer to the model of Financial Transactions Tax (FTT) proposed 
by the European Commission, initially in 2011 and then revised under the EU’s enhanced co-
operation procedure in February 2013. The proposed rate on exchanges of shares was 0.1% and 
the proposed rate for derivative transactions was 0.01%.   

Since it was first mooted, Ireland has had concerns in relation to the FTT proposals, which 
are widely shared amongst other Member States, including some of the countries participating 
in enhanced cooperation. In line with those concerns, I continue to believe that the tax only 
makes sense if it covers many countries or else transactions will shift toward those financial 
centres which are not covered by it.

If however Ireland were to participate in an EU wide FTT, this would necessitate the aboli-
tion of our current tax, a stamp duty, on financial transactions. I am advised by Revenue that 
the yield from the Irish stamp duty of 1% on transactions in shares, stocks and marketable se-
curities was €420.7m in 2018 and €425.3m in 2017.  Instruments used in the financial services 
industry such as derivatives are generally exempt from stamp duty, unless they relate to immov-
able property in Ireland or shares in Irish registered companies.  

The FTT proposal is still being discussed by Eurogroup Finance Ministers and by the ten 
Member States involved in the enhanced cooperation process, which formed following the fail-
ure of the 2011 proposals to gain sufficient support. As I have already noted, Ireland, which is 
not one of the ten, has not changed its position. 

Notwithstanding this, we are not inclined to stand in the way of any other EU Member 
States that may wish to work together to implement a Financial Transactions Tax.

It is not possible to accurately estimate from data held by Revenue or my Department the 
yield of an FTT modelled on the proposed EU one, i.e. a tax of 0.1% on share and bond transac-
tions and 0.01% on derivative products. 

Finally, I am informed by my Department that the FTT has not been formally tabled in the 



Questions - Written Answers

52

discussions on the EU Budget’s Own Resources to date.

09/04/2019WRE01300Tax Code

09/04/2019WRE01400151. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the status of the probe carried 
out by the Revenue Commissioners into reports that cost of living increases due to those hold-
ing private pensions were not paid by some insurance companies under schemes, including 
those for which an annuity was paid and which required such cost of living increases to be paid 
to those pension holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16195/19]

09/04/2019WRE01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The legislation governing the tax treat-
ment of pensions is contained in Part 30 of, and Schedules 23 to 23C to, the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997. In addition, the Revenue Pensions Manual gives general guidance on, among 
other things, how this legislation is to be applied. 

Revenue rules in relation to “Increases of Pensions in Payment” are set out in Chapter 6.8 
of the Revenue Pensions Manual.  Guaranteed increases of a pension in payment may be made 
by using either of the following formulae-

- a fixed increase of not more than 3% per annum compound, or 

- an increase linked to the Consumer Price Index, or another similar agreed index.

The purpose of these rules is to maintain the real value of pension payments and conse-
quently these rules allow for the real value of pensions in payment to be maintained over the 
course of a pensioner’s lifetime. The rules in question have been in existence for over 30 years.

In 2018 reports emerged to the effect that some pension providers are not “paying out” on 
what are known as 5pc escalators (that is, a fixed yearly increase of 5% in the amount of pension 
payments) in cases where the increase had been paid for at the time the pension was purchased. 

I am informed that Revenue has made enquiries into this matter and can confirm there are 
1,080 such policies in existence of which 160 policies are currently being restricted and ad-
ditional policies may be restricted in future. Revenue is engaging with the insurance industry 
in relation to this matter and will meet the representative body, Insurance Ireland, later in April 
where this matter will be raised.

09/04/2019WRE01600VAT Rebates

09/04/2019WRE01700152. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if the option of granting the VAT 
refund to persons buying disability aids in advance of purchase will be examined (details sup-
plied); if the barrier the post-purchase refund has on persons with disabilities will be examined; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16202/19]

09/04/2019WRE01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Value Added Tax (Refund of Tax) (No. 
15) Order 1981 provides for payment of VAT to a “disabled person”, as defined in the Order, in 
respect of VAT on qualifying goods which are supplied to or imported by the person. To qualify 
for this payment, the disabled person must provide an invoice in respect of the goods supplied 
or a receipt for VAT paid on importation of those goods.   

There are no provisions in the Order which would allow for such a payment to a disabled 
person prior to the supply or importation of the qualifying goods. 
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Question No. 153 answered with Question No. 146.

09/04/2019WRE02000Tax Code

09/04/2019WRE02100154. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if it is a legal require-
ment for the Revenue Commissioners to issue P60s by 15 February; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16217/19]

09/04/2019WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, for tax 
years up to and including 2018, Regulation 27 of the Income Tax (Consolidated) Employments 
Regulations 2001 imposes a statutory obligation on employers to issue a P60 certificate to all 
employees who are in employment on 31 December in the tax year.  The P60 for a tax year 
contains details of annual pay, tax, USC and PRSI deductions and is required to be issued by the 
employer before 15 February in the following tax year. Thus, employers were obliged to issue 
2018 P60s before 15 February 2019. 

With the introduction of PAYE Modernisation from 1 January 2019, employers will no 
longer be obliged to issue a P60 certificate to their employees.  Instead, Revenue will make 
available to employees an annual statement providing details, as reported to Revenue, of their 
pay and tax for all their employments in the year.  This statement will be available through 
Revenue’s online service for employees, myAccount. The first end of year statements will be as 
respects the tax year 2019 and will be available from 15 January 2020.

09/04/2019WRE02300Revenue Commissioners

09/04/2019WRE02400155. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance if the files of persons (details sup-
plied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16240/19]

09/04/2019WRE02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
recently reviewed the tax affairs of the persons in question to ensure they have received their 
full tax credit entitlements.

The review identified some underpayments of tax, which Revenue has agreed to collect over 
an extended number of years to minimise the financial burden on the persons. Revenue has also 
confirmed that it has been in direct contact with the persons to explain how the underpayments 
occurred and to clarify how the amounts involved would be collected.

09/04/2019WRE02600Brexit Preparations

09/04/2019WRE02700156. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the amount he expects to spend 
in each of the next ten years on making Ireland Brexit ready; the estimated financial implica-
tions of Brexit for the next ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16383/19]

09/04/2019WRE02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I, as Minister for Finance, will focus 
on the latter part of the question. The joint ESRI and Department of Finance estimates of the 
potential macroeconomic impacts of Brexit on the Irish economy was published on 26th March. 
Given both the political and economic uncertainty, a range of alternative scenarios are consid-
ered.

This new study finds that, compared to a no Brexit baseline, the level of GDP in Ireland ten 



Questions - Written Answers

54

years after Brexit would be around 2.6 per cent lower in a Deal scenario and 5.0 per cent lower 
in a Disorderly No-Deal scenario respectively. This assessment shows that all Brexit scenarios 
will imply a slower pace of growth with negative consequences throughout the economy.

The study emphasises the negative impact Brexit will have on the Irish labour market. The 
results from the study show that, in the long-run, employment would be 1.8 per cent lower in a 
Deal scenario, and 3.4 per cent lower in a Disorderly No-Deal scenario respectively, compared 
to a situation where the UK stays in the EU.

The impact would be significant with employment growth slowing sharply and unemploy-
ment rising. Tax revenue would be lower, and expenditure would rise. The general government 
balance would worsen by an average of ½ a percentage point of GDP over the medium-term, 
and by nearly 1 per cent over the long-term, in the disorderly no-deal Brexit scenario.

The deterioration in the fiscal balance would be structural, not cyclical in nature. This would 
reflect a permanent reduction in the size of the economy and consequently in the amount of tax 
revenue it generates. The implication of such an adjustment would require detailed reflection 
and this will be addressed in the Stability Programme Update and the Summer Economic State-
ment in the coming months. 

It is important to recognise that such estimates may not capture the full impact, and the 
figures may be conservative. Indeed, the impact in certain exposed sectors and regions will be 
worse than the average. 

It has always been clear from the published studies, including those by the Department of 
Finance, that Brexit, in whatever form it takes, will have a negative impact on our economy and 
our living standards, and that this impact increases with the harder Brexit scenarios.

It is imperative to boost the resilience of the Irish economy in order to minimise, in so 
far as is possible, any future disruption. Since the UK referendum in 2016, all of our national 
Budgets have been framed to prepare for the challenge of Brexit. The economic and fiscal poli-
cies, which we have pursued, mean that the economy is now in a better position to weather the 
impacts of Brexit.

09/04/2019WRE02900Retail Sector

09/04/2019WRE03000157. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance the regulation under which re-
tailers are able to charge a fee if a credit card transaction is under approximately €5 in some 
instances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16433/19]

09/04/2019WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Article 62 of the revised EU Payment 
Services Directive (PSD2) contains a prohibition on surcharging - the practice where a mer-
chant charges an extra fee for receiving a payment made using a payment card. That Article 
provides that a payee shall not request charges for the use of a payment instrument for which 
interchange fees are regulated under Chapter II of the EU Interchange Fee Regulation (Regula-
tion (EU) 2015/751.

PSD2 was transposed into Irish law by the European Union (Payment Services) Regulations 
2018 (S.I. No. 6 of 2018) and Regulation 86 of the transposing Regulations gives effect to this 
prohibition, meaning that a merchant cannot surcharge on the vast majority of consumer credit 
and debit cards including Visa and Mastercard branded cards. The legislation does not allow for 
exceptions on the basis of the value of the card transaction.
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It should be noted that the prohibition on surcharging does not cover transactions with com-
mercial cards or transactions with payment cards issued by three-party payment card schemes. 
Where surcharges are allowed, the European Union (Payment Services) Regulations 2018 pro-
vide that they must not exceed the direct costs borne by the payee to accept the card.

09/04/2019WRE03200VAT Rate Application

09/04/2019WRE03300158. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the economic sectors 
that continue to avail of a reduced VAT rate of 9%; the estimated revenue that would be gener-
ated from the restoration of the VAT rate to 13.5% for those sectors; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16455/19]

09/04/2019WRE03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, Budget 
2019 increased the VAT rate from 9% to 13.5% with effect from 1 January 2019 for the major-
ity of tourism goods and services.  This was on the basis of economic analysis which indicated 
these goods and services were driven by income growth more than price.  

However, I decided to retain newspapers at the 9% VAT rate in order to assist national and 
regional newspapers to remain competitive and meet the challenges of the modern media land-
scape.  I also decided to apply the 9% VAT rate to newspapers, periodicals and books supplied 
electronically, including digital subscriptions, with effect from 1 January 2019.  Previous to this 
change, electronically supplied newspapers and books were charged to VAT at the 23% stan-
dard rate.  However, changes at EU level meant it was possible to align the VAT rates for digital 
and printed publications and apply reduced VAT rates to e-publications.

I also decided to retain the 9% rate for sports facilities to encourage healthy activity.

An estimate of the revenue that would be generated from increasing the VAT rate from 9% 
to 13.5% on these goods and services is in the region of €40m in a full year.

09/04/2019WRE03500Tax Reliefs Abolition

09/04/2019WRE03600159. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
that could be raised by abolishing the special assignee relief programme introduced in 2014 to 
provide a tax reduction to high earners that locate here for work purposes; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16456/19]

09/04/2019WRE03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Special Assignee Relief Pro-
gramme (SARP) was introduced in Budget 2012 as part of a strategy to promote Foreign Direct 
Investment into Ireland, and to allow us to compete internationally to attract highly skilled and 
mobile executives who act as key decision makers within organisations.  

The measure provides income tax relief on a portion of income earned by employees, who 
are assigned by their employer to work in Ireland, and who previously worked abroad for that 
employer for a minimum of six months. There is no exemption or relief from USC and PRSI 
is payable where the individual is not liable to social insurance contributions in their home 
country. 

The 2016 annual Revenue report on SARP shows that for the years 2012 to 2016 (the most 
recent year for which data are available) the annual cost of the measure was as follows: 
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Tax Cost 2012  Tax Cost 2013  Tax Cost 2014 Tax Cost 2015   Tax Cost 2016 
   €0.1 million    €1.9 million    €5.9 million  €9.5 million    €18.1 million 
The incentive has been subject to a number of amendments during the course of its exis-

tence, with the intention of ensuring adequate uptake and also the efficiency and effectiveness 
of its operation. 

As such, the costs represented in the above table are reflective of the eligibility criteria that 
applied in each year, particularly with regard to the quantum of relief that was available in a 
given year.

For the tax years 2012, 2013 and 2014, SARP provided relief from income tax on 30% of 
salary between €75,000 and €500,000. In 2015, the upper salary threshold of €500,000 per an-
num was removed to encourage senior decision makers to come to Ireland.

Following on from concerns I had regarding the increasing cost of the incentive, I amended 
the SARP legislation in Finance Bill 2018 to reinstate an upper salary threshold at the level of 
€1 million. This change came into effect for new entrants to the programme from 1 January 
2019 and for existing beneficiaries of the programme from 1 January 2020.

I do not believe it is possible to accurately estimate the amount that could be raised by 
abolishing SARP. While the annual cost of the incentive, as outlined in the table above, could 
be represented as a saving to the Exchequer were SARP abolished, there would likely be losses 
resulting from lower SARP related employment levels (reduced tax receipts) and other indirect 
effects within the activities that are supported by the Programme.

Finally, as the Deputy may be aware, SARP will be fully reviewed in 2019 ahead of Finance 
Bill 2019. This review will afford an opportunity to look at all elements of the relief. It will also 
include consultation with all relevant stakeholders.

09/04/2019WRE03800Tax Credits

09/04/2019WRE03900160. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
that could be raised from eliminating the refundable nature of the unused element of the re-
search and development tax credit for corporations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16457/19]

09/04/2019WRE04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that informa-
tion in respect of the annual cost of the Research and Development (R&D) tax credit is avail-
able for all years up to 2016 at link, https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-
revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/r-and-d-tax-credits.aspx. 

The publication includes information on the cost of payable tax credits for each of these 
years. Information in respect of 2017 should be available later in 2019.  

Where a company has insufficient Corporation Tax against which to claim the R&D tax 
credit in a given accounting period, the tax credit may be credited against the Corporation Tax 
for the preceding period, may be carried forward indefinitely or, if the company is a member of 
a group, allocated to other group members. The R&D credit can also be claimed by the com-
pany as a payable credit. Where a company has offset the credit against the Corporation Tax of 
the current and preceding accounting periods and an excess amount still remains, the company 
may make a claim to have the amount of that excess paid to it by Revenue in three instalments 
over a period of 33 months.
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It is not possible to accurately predict the yield from eliminating the payable element of the 
R&D credit. Sums in respect of the credit are generally set off against Corporation Tax in the 
first instance and are only carried forward as a payable credit where there is insufficient tax li-
ability in a year to absorb the full amount. The future cost of the payable element is therefore 
dependent on both the profitability of claimant companies as well as their level of qualifying 
R&D activity. 

09/04/2019WRE04100Revenue Commissioners

09/04/2019WRE04200161. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Finance the reason the office of the 
Revenue Commissioners in Sligo will not accept customer appointments; if he will investigate 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16461/19]

09/04/2019WRE04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it oper-
ates an appointments service at many of its public offices, including the Sligo office.

The appointments service facilitates taxpayers in meeting Revenue officials at a time that 
best suits individual circumstances and removes the potential for delays or queueing. Revenue 
has also assured me that the circumstances of elderly taxpayers or those with long distances to 
travel are always taken into account when scheduling appointments. So far this year the Sligo 
office has dealt with 60 such appointments. 

Revenue has confirmed that the telephone message in respect of appointments at the Sligo 
office malfunctioned for a short period of time and incorrectly informed callers that ‘Sligo ap-
pointments service is not available’. This error led callers to assume the service had ceased. The 
error has now been corrected and the Sligo service is fully functional.   

If the Deputy is aware of any taxpayer who encountered difficulties and has still not been 
contacted, he can provide the details to Revenue at direct telephone number 01 6474222. Rev-
enue has assured me that it will quickly contact any such persons to resolve their issues.

09/04/2019WRE04400Property Tax Data

09/04/2019WRE04500162. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of properties 
exempt from the local property tax, by each exemption type; if the exemptions are time limited 
in legislation; when the exemptions are set to expire; his plans to extend the exemptions in 
2019; if legislation will be required in each case to extend the exemption; the number of proper-
ties that are now exempt but will no longer be exempt by the end of 2019; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16497/19]

09/04/2019WRE04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the num-
ber of properties for which exemptions have been claimed are set out in the table by exemption 
type and show the latest data available at 31 December 2018.

 EXEMPTION TYPE To end 2018 - No. (000s)
 Charitable bodies (recreational activities)  0.2
 Charitable bodies (special needs accommo-
dation)

 7.7

 Registered nursing homes  0.3
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 EXEMPTION TYPE To end 2018 - No. (000s)
 Properties vacated because of long-term 
medical/physical infirmity

 7.6

 Residence of severely incapacitated person  2.0
 Properties fully chargeable to commercial 
rates

 2.3

 Unfinished housing estates 3.3 
 Significant pyrite damage  1.4
 Certain properties purchased between 1 
January 2013 and 31 December 2013

 11.7

Trading stock of builder/developer unsold at 
1 May 2013 (6,600), or sold in the period 1 
January 2013 to 31 October 2019 (5,200)

 11.8

 TOTAL  48.3
The various exemption types are generally open-ended.  However, there are two that have 

a fixed statutory end date of 31 December 2019; i.e. certain properties purchased between 1 
January 2013 and 31 December 2013 and trading stock of builder/developer sold in the period 
1 January 2013 to 31 October 2019. The number of exemptions claimed is 11,700 and 5,200, 
respectively. These exemptions have their statutory basis in sections 8 and 9 Finance, respec-
tively, (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended).  In line with my decision to defer the 
revaluation date to 1 November 2020, all exemptions will be further extended to this date and 
any necessary legislative provisions will be introduced in due course in an amending LPT Bill.

09/04/2019WRE04700Statutory Instruments

09/04/2019WRE04800163. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the location in which the origi-
nal version of S.I. No. 125 of 2009 is kept. [16502/19]

09/04/2019WRE04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The original version of S.I. No. 125 of 
2009 is stored securely in the Compliance Unit of the Department of Finance. 

09/04/2019WRE05000Financial Services Sector

09/04/2019WRE05100164. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to a House of Lords inquiry that concluded the accounting profession has given ille-
gal advice on the application of the international financial reporting standards; if he has been 
briefed or sought consultation regarding the implications for Irish banks in the context of them 
revising their published accounts to reflect the fact that some Irish banks may be accounting 
for non-performing loans incorrectly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16631/19]

09/04/2019WRE05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Regulation (EC) No. 1606/2002 of the 
European Parliament (the Regulation) requires all listed European companies to prepare their 
consolidated financial accounts in accordance with EU adopted International Financial Report-
ing Standards (IFRS) - formerly known as International Accounting Standards (IAS) - for ac-
counting periods commencing on or after 1 January 2005. The accounting standard “IFRS 9” 
has been effective since 1 January 2018. 

In respect of the relevant accounting standards, I note that a previous accounting standard, 
International Accounting Standard 39, required the use of an incurred loss approach for the 
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calculation of impairment provisions resulting in impairment provisions being recognised only 
when losses are incurred and not before then. Under the expected loss approach (“expected 
loss model”) set out in IFRS 9 (which is applicable for accounting periods starting on or after 
1 January 2018) it is no longer necessary for there to be a loss event to occur before an impair-
ment loss is recognised.   

The Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) is responsible overseeing 
compliance with obligations imposed by the Companies Acts in respect of the maintenance of 
proper books of account and the preparation and publication of accounts. 

Furthermore, the Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA) is the inde-
pendent body responsible for the enforcement of accounting standards including the examina-
tion and enforcement of certain listed entities’ (entities whose securities have been admitted to 
trading on a regulated market situated, or operating, within the EU) periodic financial reporting.

As both the ODCE and IAASA are within the remit of the Companies Acts, any queries in 
relation to them should be addressed to my colleague the Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation.

09/04/2019WRF00200Brexit Issues

09/04/2019WRF00300165. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the change made in the 
Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 
2019, which increased to €175 the threshold required to avail of duty free shopping, will only 
come into force when the section is commenced; his plans in this regard; the reason the change 
was made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16696/19]

09/04/2019WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy appears to be referring to 
the VAT Retail Export Scheme in his question whilst conflating same with Duty Free Sales, post 
Brexit. 

The UK’s status as a third country, post Brexit, has the consequence of Duty Free sales and 
the VAT Retail Export Scheme applying on passenger traffic between the UK and EU. It was 
hoped that such matters would form part of future relationship discussions, however in light 
of the Government decision to intensify its preparations for a ‘no deal’ exit, immediate action 
was considered necessary on the possible emergence of Duty Free sales and VAT Retail Ex-
port Scheme, in the context of a disorderly exit. The policy was driven by the potential impact 
on Exchequer receipts following the introduction of the schemes, the protection of health and 
welfare policies and the exposure for significant fraudulent abuse of the VAT Retail Export 
Scheme, considering the Common Travel Area and associated significant volumes of traffic 
between the two islands.

As the Deputy is aware, the Government introduced two committee stage amendments to 
the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) 
Bill 2019. One related to Duty Free sales and the second amendment related to the application 
of the VAT Retail Export Scheme both in a post Brexit, ‘no deal’ scenario. 

As outlined in my address to the Dáil on the proposed amendments, I indicated that the in-
troduction of the measures will be dependent on the UK’s application of the VAT Retail Export 
and Duty Free Schemes. That is, if the UK apply Duty Free and VAT Retail Export Schemes to 
UK- Ireland passenger traffic, then Ireland will similarly apply the schemes without restriction, 
and in that instance will not commence the sections in the Act.
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In the event that the UK restrict the application of the schemes on passenger traffic between 
the UK and Ireland then Ireland will reciprocate that approach by commencing the sections 58 
and 67 in the Act.

The UK have not yet publically announced their intentions for the schemes in a ‘no deal’ 
Brexit context.

09/04/2019WRF00500Trade Data

09/04/2019WRF00600166. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the number of goods 
import transactions and goods export transactions, respectively, in 2018 in Irish-UK trade; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16744/19]

09/04/2019WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A breakdown of individual goods ex-
port and import transactions to and from the UK for 2018 is not available from the CSO.

However the Central Statistics Office’s (CSO) statistical releases on external trade show 
that, in 2018, Ireland exported €16.1 billion worth of goods to the UK, and imported €19.8 bil-
lion worth of goods from the UK. This represents 11% of total goods exports and 22% of total 
goods imports.

The UK is one of Ireland’s most important trading partners. Maintaining the closest pos-
sible trading relationship between the EU and the UK is therefore one of the Government’s key 
Brexit priorities.

The Government will continue to work to improve the business environment – to make it 
more competitive, to assist exporters to diversify markets, and to provide better infrastructure. 

Longer-term, we need to mitigate against the potential of regulatory divergence between the 
UK and EU standards given its potential impact on trade and investment and the competitive-
ness of our businesses. We will therefore be working to minimise this impact and to ensure a 
level playing field.

09/04/2019WRF00800Trade Data

09/04/2019WRF00900167. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the number of goods 
import transactions for companies, individuals and firms in 2018 in Irish-UK trade; the number 
of goods export transactions for companies, individuals and firms for the same year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16745/19]

09/04/2019WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A breakdown of goods export and im-
ports transactions to and from the UK by company, individual and firm level is not available 
from the Central Statistics Office (CSO).

However, the CSO has produced a detailed insight into Ireland’s trade with the UK in terms 
of enterprise size, in their publication titled ‘Irish Traders and the UK 2016’ released on the 
3rd of October 2018. This is a new publication by the CSO which analyses goods exports and 
imports with the UK in terms of the activity and size of the enterprises trading. It describes who 
is trading with the UK rather than what is being traded. The Trade by Enterprise Characteristics 
data (TEC data) published in the document cover enterprises with annual imports or exports of 
more than €5,000. Enterprise size is determined by the number of employees. Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (SMEs) include micro (less than 10 employees), small (10 to 49) and medium 
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enterprises (50 to 249). Large enterprises have 250 employees or more.

The most recent publication shows that approximately 60 per cent of the total value of 
goods exports to the UK in 2016 with a value of €8.3 billion was from SMEs. The remaining 40 
per cent was from large enterprises who exported €6.2 billion of goods to the UK.

For goods imports from the UK, SMEs accounted for almost two thirds, with a value of 
€13.1 billion. Of this amount, €4.9 billion, a quarter of all UK imports, was imported by micro 
enterprises. Large enterprises imported €6.5 billion, or one-third of all imports from the UK.

For more information please see the table below from the CSO’s publication.

Table 1. Exports by size of enterprise 2016

Enterprise size €million % of value Number of en-
terprises export-
ing to the UK

% of total 
number of enter-
prises

Micro 2,595 17 3,913 58 
Small 1,853 12 1,807 27 
Medium 3,831 26 590 9 
SMEs 8,280 56 6,310 93 
Large 6,219 42 176 3 
Unknown 352 2 294 4 
Total 14,851 100 6,780 100 
Micro (0-9 employees), Small (10-49 employees), Medium (50-249 employees), Large 

(over 250 employees).

Source: CSO (2018) ‘Irish Traders and the UK 2016’; Table 5. 

Table 2. Imports by size of enterprise 2016

Enterprise size €million % of value Number of en-
terprises import-
ing from UK 

% of total 
number of enter-
prises

Micro 4,902 24 17,683 67 
Small 3,808 19 5,463 21 
Medium 4,342 21 1,344 5 
SMEs 13,053 64 24,490 93 
Large 6,502 32 426 2 
Unknown 961 5 1,401 5 
Total 20,515 100 26,317 100 
*Micro (0-9 employees), Small (10-49 employees), Medium (50-249 employees), Large 

(over 250 employees).

Source: CSO (2018) ‘Irish Traders and the UK 2016’; Table 6. 

I have been informed that the CSO intends to publish an update of this study, which will 
include 2017 data, in the coming months.

09/04/2019WRF01100Community Employment Schemes Supervisors
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09/04/2019WRF01200168. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when he plans to implement the Labour Court recommendation in respect of the pension entitle-
ments of community employment supervisors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16067/19]

09/04/2019WRF01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This issue 
relates to a claim by community employment supervisors and assistant supervisors who have 
been seeking, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer funding to im-
plement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme.

The matter was the subject of discussion at the Community Sector High Level Forum which 
was reconvened to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employment sector and 
in particular to ensure that the matter was fully examined having regard to costs and precedent. 

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out by my Department in 2017 in order to compre-
hensively examine and assess the full potential implications of the issues under consideration.

The scoping exercise clearly illustrated that this matter presents very significant issues for 
the Exchequer, with a potential cost to the State of between €188 million per annum and €347m 
depending on the size of the sector which is difficult to ascertain, in respect of funding to enable 
an employer pension contribution among all similar State funded Community and Voluntary 
organisations.  This excludes any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pen-
sion as sought, which could, depending on the size of the sector, entail a further Exchequer cost 
of up to €318 million.

It continues to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of the particular 
employees concerned and that it is not for the State to provide funding for such pension scheme 
provision. The employees in question are, or were, employees of private companies notwith-
standing the fact that the companies concerned are, or were, in receipt of State funding.

09/04/2019WRF01400Shared Services

09/04/2019WRF01500169. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the financial shared services project being delivered under the National Shared Ser-
vices Office; if the project is being fully resourced in both financial and human terms; and if the 
project will be delivered on time. [16588/19]

09/04/2019WRF01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed 
by the National Shared Services Office that a design review of the new financial management 
technology platform was completed recently. This has highlighted a number of process and 
technical opportunities for improvement of the single finance platform for Government to en-
sure a quality shared services solution. The programme team are now assessing these opportu-
nities to see what changes may be needed, which is not unusual in a programme of this scale 
and complexity that will replace 31 existing different systems with one new finance system for 
Government.

The service was originally due to commence in September 2018. I am informed by the 
National Shared Services Office that a revised roll-out date will be determined once the pro-
gramme team’s assessment is complete, most likely by July of this year. A revised timeline for 
implementation across all clients will then be worked through in consultation with each Public 
Service Body. 

I am informed by the NSSO that the programme has the necessary financial and human 
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resources required for this year. 

09/04/2019WRF01700Public Procurement Contracts Data

09/04/2019WRF01800170. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of economic operators that have been disqualified from public tenders on the basis of 
the abnormally low tender provisions as per under Article 69 of 2014/24/EU; and the number of 
economic operators that have made a claim against the State after being disqualified from pub-
lic tenders on the basis of the abnormally low tender provisions under the article. [16084/19]

09/04/2019WRF01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that from 2014 to date, no public tender competitions ran by my Depart-
ment have disqualified economic operators on the grounds outlined in the question.  As such, 
no claims against the State have been brought on these grounds as a result of any public tender 
competitions ran by my Department.

The information above sets out the position in respect of the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.  If the Deputy wishes to obtain this information in respect of other Govern-
ment Departments, separate questions should be submitted to the relevant Ministers.

09/04/2019WRF02000Public Sector Staff Retirements

09/04/2019WRF02100171. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
provisions contained in the Public Service Retirement Age – Report to Oireachtas 2019 in 
respect of public servants forced to retire between 6 December 2017 and the commencement 
of the Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018; the reason for not mak-
ing changes to the arrangements of those working under the interim arrangements who will be 
forced to retire when they reach 66 years of age; his views on whether those affected are not 
being treated on an equal basis to their colleagues that can stay working until 70 years of age; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16134/19]

09/04/2019WRF02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 5 Decem-
ber 2017, the Government made the decision to increase the compulsory retirement age to 70, 
for public servants recruited prior to 1 April 2004.  Primary legislation was necessary in order 
to bring that change into effect.  It was made clear at the time that until such legislation was 
enacted, the compulsory retirement age of 65, which applied to the vast majority of this cohort, 
remained in effect and pre-2004 public servants reaching that age would be required to retire.

Interim arrangements were provided for the cohort of public servants who reached their 
compulsory retirement age of 65 after the Government Decision because, while they would be 
aware of the Government’s decision, they would be unable to avail of it.  Those arrangements, 
clearly conveyed to all concerned, permitted these individuals to be rehired post-retirement for 
a period of 1 year until they reached the age of eligibility for the State Pension (Contributory).  
Without that specific arrangement, they would have been required to cease working on reaching 
the age of 65.

The Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018 was enacted on 26 De-
cember 2018. Under the Act, any relevant public servant who had not already reached their 
compulsory retirement age of 65 before that date has a new compulsory retirement age of 70.  
Enactment of the legislation had no effect on those public servants who retired at 65 prior to 
the 26 December 2018 and who availed of a one year contract under the interim arrangements.  
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The terms of their contracts continue to apply and they will cease working when they reach the 
age of 66.

Section 3 of the 2018 Act also provides that I, as Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form, within three months of the passing of the Act, would prepare and lay before the Oireach-
tas a report on the public servants who were forced to retire between 6 December 2017 and 
the commencement of the Act, due to reaching the age of 65 years, and on potential remedies 
to assist this cohort of worker.  This Report was laid before the Oireachtas on 26 March 2019 
and is publicly available on the Oireachtas and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
websites. 

Having considered all of the issues in the Report, I am satisfied that the interim arrange-
ments were an appropriate temporary policy response at the time of the Government Decision 
pending enactment of the legislation.  The terms of those arrangements were clear, unambigu-
ous and made known to those who availed of them.  Accordingly, for all the reasons set out in 
the report, I do not propose to make any changes to those terms.

09/04/2019WRF02300Flood Prevention Measures

09/04/2019WRF02400172. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of progress being made for flood prevention in Cork city; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16155/19]

09/04/2019WRF02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is currently progressing two flood relief 
schemes in Cork City as follows: 

- The Blackpool (River Bride) Flood Relief Scheme 

- The Lower Lee (Cork City) Flood Relief Scheme.

Following consultation with the public and various stakeholders in the Blackpool area and 
the subsequent finalisation of the detailed design, the Confirmation Drawings & Public Exhibi-
tion Report, together with all environmental documentation for the Blackpool (River Bride) 
Flood Relief Scheme has been submitted to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for 
confirmation under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.

The Lower Lee (Cork City) Flood Relief Scheme is currently at detailed design stage.  The 
design team, in conjunction with Cork City and County Councils, is finalising the design of the 
scheme taking into account, as appropriate, observations received from the public and various 
stakeholders during Exhibition Stage. Once the detailed design is finalised, the scheme will be 
submitted to the Minister for Public Expenditure & Reform for Ministerial Confirmation under 
the Arterial Drainage Acts. 

Cork City Council is progressing a Public Realm Project for Morrison’s Island which incor-
porates flood relief elements which will be funded by the OPW. The Council has submitted the 
project to An Bord Pleanála for approval.

09/04/2019WRF02600Flood Relief Schemes Status

09/04/2019WRF02700173. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of Glashaboy flood relief scheme; when the formal confirmation as required under the 
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Arterial Drainage Act 1945 to enable public procurement will commence; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16205/19]

09/04/2019WRF02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works through the Arterial Drainage Acts has submitted 
the proposal for the Glashaboy Flood Relief Scheme to the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform for formal Confirmation.  The Minister will, over the coming months, undertake an en-
vironmental assessment of the proposed scheme.  This assessment will be in line with required 
legislative requirements and will involve a public consultation.  The OPW will progress the ap-
pointment of a Contractor for this scheme following formal Ministerial Confirmation.

The scheme is being funded from within the allocated €1 billion for flood risk management 
over the period 2018 – 2027. Provision for the cost of the Scheme is included in the Office of 
Public Works’ multi annual capital allocation.

09/04/2019WRF02900Home Loan Scheme

09/04/2019WRF03000174. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the additional funding required for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme will be de-
cided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16230/19]

09/04/2019WRF03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Rebuild-
ing Ireland Home Loan launched on 1 February 2018. Prior to its launch, an initial tranche of 
€200 million of long-term fixed-rate finance was borrowed by the Housing Finance Agency to 
provide funds for the scheme to local authorities. 

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was initially being developed it was estimated 
that the drawdown of loans under the scheme would be approximately €200 million over three 
years. From the data collated on the scheme to date, it is clear that there has been a greater 
demand for the RIHL than initially anticipated, as a result of which, the scheme would require 
a further tranche of funds to be borrowed by the HFA if it is to continue. The Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government has requested sanction for additional funding of 
€200m annually for 2019 to 2021 (bringing the scheme to €800m in total).

I understand the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government are presently 
carrying out an internal review of the scheme.  Further details on the review can be obtained 
from my colleague, the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government. In conjunction 
with this review, the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform are in ongo-
ing discussions with both the Central Bank of Ireland and the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government with regard to the impact of the scheme. Upon conclusion of the review 
and subsequent discussions the Minister for Housing will be in a position to make a statement 
on the scheme.

09/04/2019WRF03200Garda Station Refurbishment

09/04/2019WRF03300175. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the amount the OPW spent on refurbishment to both Coolock and Raheny Garda stations in 
each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16236/19]

09/04/2019WRF03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
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Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works did not carry out any major refurbishment works 
to Coolock or Raheny Garda Stations during the years in question. OPW did carry out mainte-
nance, mechanical and electrical works at these Stations as well as some minor elective works 
funded by An Garda Síochána. The value of these works are included in the table below.

Refurbishment of Garda Stations

Coolock Garda Sta-
tion   

2017 2018 2019 to date   

Office Of Public 
Works Funded 
Works   

€19,848 €32,088 €,5073 

Garda Funded Works   Nil €2,527 Nil 
Total €19,848 €34,614 €5,073 
Raheny Garda Sta-
tion 
Office Of Public 
Works   Funded 
Works   

€36,390 €33,053 €23,345 

Garda Funded Works   €18,945 Nil €6,632 
Total €55,335 €33,053 €30,980 
 

09/04/2019WRF03500Legislative Measures

09/04/2019WRF03600176. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to update the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act 1993; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16247/19]

09/04/2019WRF03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Article 33 of 
the Constitution provides that there shall be a Comptroller and Auditor General to control on 
behalf of the State all disbursements and to audit all accounts of moneys administered by or 
under the authority of the Oireachtas. 

The constitution also provides that the Comptroller and Auditor General shall be appointed 
by the President on the nomination of Dáil Éireann and that he shall report to Dáil Éireann at 
stated periods as determined by law. 

The main statutory functions of the Comptroller and Auditor General are as Comptroller 
General of the Exchequer, to ensure that no money is issued from the Central Fund except for 
purposes approved by the Oireachtas; and as Auditor General, to audit Government accounts 
for accuracy and regularity, and to carry out such examinations as he or she considers appropri-
ate in regard to economy and efficiency on the use of resources and the effectiveness of certain 
management systems 

The core duties of the C&AG, in conducting an audit of central Government financial state-
ments is to ensure the financial statements properly present the transactions and balances, and 
that transactions have been “regular”. The latter essentially means establishing that the State’s 
money was properly used or handled in accordance with lawful authority.   

The Comptroller and Auditor General’s role is to provide independent assurance that public 
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funds and resources are used in accordance with the law, managed to good effect and properly 
accounted for to contribute to improvement in public administration.  

I have no plans at present to update the Comptroller and Auditor General (Amendment) Act, 
1993.  However, as set out above I will keep this matter under review and should the need arise 
to amend the existing legislation I will bring forward proposals to do so. As one immediate 
example, the OECD are currently finalising a report on reforms to financial reporting in Ireland 
which may have relevance in this area. I expect to receive that report shortly.

09/04/2019WRF03800Brexit Preparations

09/04/2019WRF03900177. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount he expects to spend on making Ireland Brexit ready for each of the next ten years; the 
estimated financial implications of Brexit for the next ten years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16394/19]

09/04/2019WRF04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since the 
referendum result in 2016, a number of steps have been taken to build up the resilience of the 
economy so that we have the capacity to deal with adverse economic shocks.  These include 
building up our fiscal buffers by balancing our books, reducing our debt burden and establish-
ing the Rainy Day Fund.  The steady increases in public spending implemented in recent years 
with a particular focus on public capital investment, up c. €1.4 billion in 2019, play an impor-
tant role in supporting resilience in the face of Brexit.  

The Government has implemented a number of Brexit related supports over the past three 
Budgets and also laid the foundation for further supports, pending the outcome of the Brexit 
negotiations. 

Budget 2019 is based on the ‘central scenario’ that the UK will make an orderly agreed exit 
from the EU. At that time Budget 2019 also included an estimated impact of a hard exit. The 
Department of Finance and ESRI recently published an updated model-based assessment of the 
economic and budgetary impacts.  In aggregate terms, after ten years the impact of a disorderly 
Brexit is to reduce the level of GDP by around 5 percentage points relative to a scenario in 
which there was no Brexit, with the headline fiscal balance being worse by around one percent-
age point of GDP.  

09/04/2019WRF04100Public Procurement Contracts Data

09/04/2019WRF04200178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the contract award price for all public contracts awarded to companies (details supplied) over 
€10 million including road, sanitary, housing or works; the type of procurement contract; the 
full value of all claims submitted by the companies prior to negotiation or evaluation; the full 
value of all claims as settled and paid to the companies in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16459/19]

09/04/2019WRF04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The details 
sought by the Deputy are not available centrally.  The management of individual contracts is a 
matter for the relevant contracting authorities and my Department does not have a central coor-
dination role in relation to contracts entered into by all state authorities.
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09/04/2019WRF04400Garda Station Refurbishment

09/04/2019WRF04500179. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans in place for the refurbishment and-or extension of Coolock Garda station; if a request has 
been made for upgrading, extension or refurbishment of the station; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16541/19]

09/04/2019WRF04600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Garda Capital Investment Programme 2016-2021 which was announced 
by the Minister for Justice and Equality and the Minister of State at the Office of Public Works 
on 21 October 2015 does not include the upgrade, extension or refurbishment of the Garda Sta-
tion at Coolock.

There are currently no plans to extend  Coolock Garda Station however the Office of Public 
Works intend to refurbish both the male and female showers rooms at the Garda Station in the 
coming months.

09/04/2019WRF04700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

09/04/2019WRF04800180. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the case of schools (details supplied) that choose to withdraw their services dur-
ing some of the summer months, resulting in severe disruption for parents and family of the 
children attending these schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16342/19]

09/04/2019WRF04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Each year eligible schools, 
including the school to which the Deputy has referred, are invited to participate in the July 
Programme. 

Participation in the Scheme by a school is voluntary and subject to the availability of suit-
ably qualified personnel in July. It is therefore a matter for the Board of Management of the 
school, having regard to the resources available to it and taking into account the health and 
safety of the children, whether or not it will participate in the programme in any given year.  

Where eligible students cannot access a school-based programme, 40 hours (i.e. (10 hours 
for each of the four weeks) home-based tuition will be provided as an alternative to the school 
based scheme. Parents may come together as a group and make an application to the Depart-
ment under this strand of the scheme.  Full Details are available on my Departments website at 

https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/July-Provision/Home-Based.html

09/04/2019WRF05000Mental Health Services Provision

09/04/2019WRF05100181. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the lengthy delays that students in Cork are experiencing in accessing mental 
health services within their campus, which are reported to be three times longer than in other 
colleges nationally; and when these counselling services will be improved on campus in view 
of the budgetary commitment (details supplied). [16556/19]

09/04/2019WRF05200226. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the lengthy delays that students in Cork are experiencing in accessing mental 
health services within their campus, which are reported to be three times longer than in other 



9 April 2019

69

colleges nationally; and when these counselling services will be improved on campus in view 
of the budgetary commitment (details supplied). [16555/19]

09/04/2019WRF05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 181 and 226 together.

Student services and associated activities are an integral part of the whole student experi-
ence at third level. Student services support each individual student achieve his/her intellec-
tual, cultural and social potential while supporting and complementing the formal academic 
programme.  Student services can fall under a number of headings, particularly ‘Welfare and 
Guidance’ which includes counselling services, health promotion, careers service, multi-faith, 
racial and ethnic cultural support.

My Department allocates recurrent funding to the Higher Education Authority (HEA) for 
direct disbursement to HEA designated higher education institutions. The HEA allocates this 
funding as a block grant to the institutions. As autonomous bodies, the internal disbursement of 
this funding, including the funding of student services, is a matter for the individual institution.

Budget 2019 announced plans for an enhancement of counselling services in higher edu-
cation institutions. The strategic dialogue process and the performance compacts between the 
HEA and HEIs will be used to assess existing provision and delivery in this area, and in order 
to determine the most appropriate means of strengthening counselling services in the course of 
2019.

I understand from the HEA, who have made enquiries to Cork Institute of Technology 
(CIT), that CIT are acutely aware of the growing demand for counselling services. It is a trend 
that is experienced by all counselling services in Higher Education and is reflected by a growth 
nationally in people seeking support for mental health services.

The number of students using CIT’s Student Counselling Service has constantly risen over 
the past ten years, however, the overall spend in counselling services within CIT has also in-
creased. Since 2008/09 spend has increased by 64%, when it stood at over €210,000, to nearly 
€350,000 for the past academic year, 2017/18.

CIT currently has 7 part-time counsellors providing services such as individual counselling, 
class presentations, liaising with external services etc. In addition CIT recently advertised for a 
Head of Student Counselling to further strengthen this provision. One of the first duties of the 
new Head of Counselling will be to liaise with the various professional services in Cork and 
nationally who will assist with the growing demand for supports.

09/04/2019WRF05400Schools Building Projects Status

09/04/2019WRF05500182. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans for a school (details supplied); the timeframe for the delivery of the project; when he 
plans to sanction approval for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16031/19]

09/04/2019WRF05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2b 
(Detailed Design).  The Stage 2(b) submission has been reviewed by my Department and com-
ments have issued to the school and its Design Team.

The Design Team is currently working on a submission to my Department outlining the 
steps required to achieve compliance with Part L of the Building Regulations 2017 (NZEB 
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“Near Zero Energy Building”).  This is a new requirement arising from the introduction of Part 
L (Conservation of Fuel and Energy) of the Building Regulations to ensure compliance with the 
EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD).     

It is anticipated that this project will shortly be authorised to commence the pre-qualification 
process to create a shortlist of contractors to which the project will be tendered.

09/04/2019WRG00200Skills Shortages

09/04/2019WRG00300183. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding alloca-
tion to the regional skills fora in 2019. [16037/19]

09/04/2019WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The 2019 Estimates provides 
for an allocation of €1,236,000 from the National Training Fund to support the work of the 
Regional Skills Fora in 2019.

In 2018 the Regional Skills Fora Managers engaged with over 1,000 enterprises, repre-
senting over 100,000 employees.  Engagement was mostly with the Manufacturing, ICT and 
Construction sectors. The majority of this engagement was with Small, Medium and Micro 
enterprises.  

09/04/2019WRG00500Schools Building Projects Status

09/04/2019WRG00600184. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
purchase and planning application by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16044/19]

09/04/2019WRG00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
a building project to deliver permanent accommodation for Edmund Rice College Carpenter-
stown/Castleknock is included in my Department’s 6 year Construction Programme and will be 
delivered under my Department’s 2020 Design & Build programme. 

This delivery programme uses a professional external Project Manager to progress the proj-
ect through the relevant stages of architectural planning and construction. 

A tender competition to establish a Project Manager framework is nearing completion.  

The acquisition is currently at an advanced stage in the conveyancing process. Due to com-
mercial sensitivities relating to site acquisitions, I am not in a position to provide further details 
at this time.

09/04/2019WRG00800School Transport Eligibility

09/04/2019WRG00900185. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school 
transport for a child (details supplied) with medical issues will be examined; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16059/19]

09/04/2019WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 
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There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Bus Éireann has advised that an application for transport has not been received to date for 
the child in question; eligibility for school transport will be assessed when an application is 
received.  

09/04/2019WRG01100Schools Building Projects Status

09/04/2019WRG01200186. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the provision of a new primary school for the Donabate area of County Dublin as announced 
in April 2018; if he has identified locations for the proposed school; if the school patronage has 
been decide upon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16062/19]

09/04/2019WRG01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 16 classroom primary school to be estab-
lished in 2020 to serve the Donabate school planning area. This announcement follows nation-
wide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and 
post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in 
times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG).  Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG submits a report with recommendations to me for 
consideration and final decision.  The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations for 
all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

An Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to all parents which will allow them to make an informed choice 
about their preferred model of patronage for their child’s education. Parental preferences were 
previously collected based on direct engagement with patron bodies. 

The patronage process for the new schools to be established in 2020, including the school 
referred to by the Deputy, will commence later in 2019. The patronage process for the remain-
der of the new schools will also be run at a later date, significantly ahead of their due opening. 
Updates in relation to further patronage processes will be announced on the OPPS website 
(https://patronage.education.gov.ie/) and the Department’s website (  www.education.ie). 

It is intended that the permanent school building will be developed on the zoned school site 
within the  Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) residential development at 
Corballis, Donabate. 

The school will be delivered under the Department’s Design & Build Programme. This de-
livery programme uses a professional external Project Manager to progress the project through 
the relevant stages of architectural planning and construction.  A tender competition to establish 
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a Project Manager framework is nearing completion.

09/04/2019WRG01400School Staff

09/04/2019WRG01500187. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
new agreement on employment conditions for school secretaries and caretakers (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16063/19]

09/04/2019WRG01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by school secretaries, and indeed by other support staff, in the running of our schools 
and I am grateful to them for the contribution they make to our education system.  I have spoken 
to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more  extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

I have in recent days and with immediate effect relaxed the moratorium for those C&C and 
ETB schools with enrolments of 700 and more which will allow them to employ an additional 
School Secretaries up to a maximum of two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and 
ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based on the information currently available to the Depart-
ment.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a Secretary or Caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration will, from 1 January 2019, be paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

The FÓRSA trade union have requested a meeting with the Department to discuss pay ar-
rangements for grant-funded Secretaries and Caretakers from 2020 onwards. The Department 
has agreed to arrange a meeting with the Union.

09/04/2019WRG01700School Transport

09/04/2019WRG01800188. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding is available 
for transport (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16079/19]

09/04/2019WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from 
school of children with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability. 

Schools and/or parents may also privately hire buses for school trips or activities.  These 
arrangements operate outside of the School Transport Scheme and are a matter for the school 
authority at local level. 

09/04/2019WRG02000Teacher Supply

09/04/2019WRG02100189. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if teacher 
levels in a school (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16090/19]

09/04/2019WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor for 
determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule arrangements also include an appeals mechanism for schools to sub-
mit a staffing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. 

The school referred to by the Deputy submitted a staffing appeal for consideration by the 
Primary Staffing Appeals Board.  Having considered the appeal, the Appeals Board has given 
provisional approval to the school for an additional mainstream teaching post for the 2019/20 
school year.  This decision is conditional on the school achieving the projected 30 September 
2019 enrolment figures.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

09/04/2019WRG02300Schools Site Acquisitions

09/04/2019WRG02400190. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if land has 
been secured for a new school building (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16093/19]

09/04/2019WRG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, my 
Department recently decided in order to meet future capacity needs across the area, that the 
school to which the Deputy refers should be replaced and expanded with a new 1,000 pupil 
school building. A new site will be required for the school and the Department has commenced 
the site identification process.  Due to commercial sensitives surrounding site acquisitions in 
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general, I cannot comment further at this point in the process, though I can assure the Deputy 
that my Department will make every effort to progress the matter. 

09/04/2019WRG02600Special Educational Needs Staff Data

09/04/2019WRG02700191. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
(details supplied) can take a career break to study and work part-time. [16096/19]

09/04/2019WRG02800193. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if career breaks 
for special needs assistants, SNAs, will be changed to allow them to work in other fields during 
their break; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16109/19]

09/04/2019WRG02900194. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if allowances 
will be made to allow special needs assistants, SNAs, to take a career break for upskilling and 
to work part-time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16110/19]

09/04/2019WRG03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 191, 193 and 194 together.

Special Needs Assistants are recruited specifically to assist in the care of pupils with dis-
abilities, who have additional and significant care needs, in an educational context. They may 
be appointed to a special school or a mainstream school to assist school authorities in making 
suitable provision for a pupil or pupils with special care needs. 

In June 2012, my Department, following consultation with the School Management Bodies 
and the relevant Trade Unions, issued a Career Break Scheme for Special Needs Assistants in 
Recognised Primary and Post-Primary Schools, the provisions for which are contained in Cir-
cular Letter 22/2012   which is available on my Departments website.  

Paragraph 1.2 of the Circular states:

“The main objectives of this scheme below which are not exhaustive, is for employers, 
wherever possible to facilitate applicants in the areas of: 

- Personal Development

- Education (including teacher training)

- Public Representation 

- Childcare/Dependent care

- Self-employment”

The Career Break Scheme therefore is applicable to Special Needs Assistants who wish to 
pursue further education.

Paragraph 7.1 of the Circular states:

“The taking up of regular paid employment of any kind elsewhere in the State while on 
career break would be contrary to the objectives of the scheme and shall lead to refusal of an 
application or withdrawal of approval already given”.

09/04/2019WRG03100School Accommodation Provision
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09/04/2019WRG03200192. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consider-
ation will be given to an application for additional accommodation by a school (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16099/19]

09/04/2019WRG03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Dep-
uty that my Department has received an application, for capital funding, from the school in 
question. 

The application is currently under consideration and a decision will be relayed to the school 
authority shortly.  

Questions Nos. 193 and 194 answered with Question No. 191.

09/04/2019WRG03600School Equipment

09/04/2019WRG03700195. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 292 of 26 March 2019, if the scheme applies to primary schools that teach 
music; if they can avail of funds for the provision of a range of equipment in the same way as 
post-primary schools; if County Limerick is included in a catchment area (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16119/19]

09/04/2019WRG03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to clarify the role of 
Music Generation for the Deputy. Music Generation provides instrumental and vocal music 
tuition in a wide range of genres for children and young people in 20 areas of the country. This 
is done through Music Education Partnerships (MEPs) which are either led by an Education and 
Training Board or Local Authority.  

MEPs do not fund capital purchases of musical instruments for schools but provide acces-
sible music tuition for children and young people.  

On 7 December 2017, at the launch of the Creative Youth programme, An Taoiseach an-
nounced that Phase 3 of Music Generation would proceed in the coming years. This final phase 
will see Music Generation reach all areas of the country.  

09/04/2019WRG03900School Patronage

09/04/2019WRG04000196. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process being led 
by a school (details supplied) regarding divestment. [16127/19]

09/04/2019WRG04100197. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options open to 
parents that desire better non or multi-denominational education for their children if an associa-
tion (details supplied) and the board of management are opposed to this divestment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16128/19]

09/04/2019WRG04200199. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a school 
(details supplied) was chosen for divestment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16163/19]

09/04/2019WRG04300214. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process in 
relation to the way in which a school will be chosen to be divested in the Malahide, Portmarnock 
and Kinsealy area particularly if each of the eight schools in question vote for their schools to 
remain with the current patron; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16378/19]
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09/04/2019WRG04400215. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will pro-
ceed with his plans to divest one of the eight existing national schools in the Kinsealy, Mala-
hide and Portmarnock area when a school (details supplied) proposed for the Broomfield site 
in Malahide is built and running at capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16379/19]

09/04/2019WRG04500219. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if parents will 
have a vote on the question of patronage of their schools; the proportion that will determine 
the outcome; if parents will know the new patron in advance of a vote; if a vote is passed, the 
arrangements made to provide for the ethos based education originally selected by parents for 
their children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16506/19]

09/04/2019WRG04600227. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the information 
provided to parents in Malahide and Portmarnock in terms of the divestment survey process 
underway. [16563/19]

09/04/2019WRG04700233. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the ongoing situation in a school (details supplied) regarding the patronage 
of the school; if the results of the survey undertaken by the education and training board, ETB, 
will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16587/19]

09/04/2019WRG04800242. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will release the 
findings of a survey that was conducted into schools in the Malahide and Portmarnock area with 
regard to potential divestment; and the way in which he envisages proceeding with the matter 
in view of the considerable chaos that has arisen as a result of the lack of information coming 
forward from his Department. [16737/19]

09/04/2019WRG04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 196, 197,199, 214, 215, 219, 227, 233 and 242 together. 

The Deputies have raised a number of questions on the consultation undertaken by repre-
sentatives of the Dublin Archdiocese with schools under Catholic patronage in the Malahide/
Portmarnock area of Dublin.  I will address these, prior to outlining the Schools Reconfigura-
tion for Diversity process. 

My Department understands that a representative of the Archdiocese of Dublin wrote to 
schools in the Portmarnock, Malahide, Kinsealy and Yellow Walls areas on 5 April last in rela-
tion to the consultation that had been undertaken by the Archdiocese with a number of schools 
under its patronage in these areas. I understand that this correspondence indicates that any vote 
which may have been planned by the schools involved should be postponed, pending the pub-
lication of the Identification Phase report for this area as part of the Schools Reconfiguration 
for Diversity process. My Department intends to publish the Identification Phase reports in the 
first half of this year.

For clarity, I wish to confirm that in relation to the phase 1 pilot areas, including Malahide/
Portmarnock, the Implementation Phase of the process has not yet commenced.  

Prior to the letter issuing on the 5 April, I understand that representatives of the Dublin 
Archdiocese had been holding meetings with a number of primary schools under their pa-
tronage in the Malahide and Portmarnock area to provide information to them on the Schools 
Reconfiguration for Diversity process. Letters/leaflets received by parents were not based on 
information provided by my Department. These letters and leaflets contained incorrect informa-
tion which led to unnecessary confusion. At no stage did the Department seek to impose any 
artificial deadline on this process  and there has never been a requirement for any transfer of 
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patronage to take place in September 2019.

My Department has received a number of queries on relation to traditional religious celebra-
tions and festivals.  For clarity, non-denominational schools are not required to ask pupils not 
to mark or celebrate or learn about religious festivals or events or times of the year and occa-
sions that would historically have a religious connotation or connection. There is clear guidance 
on the teaching of religion in primary schools and multi-denominational schools deliver the 
national primary curriculum in the same way as all schools and are subject to the same rules 
and regulations, regardless of patron. Many multi-denominational schools celebrate various 
important religious and non-religious events that take place throughout the year such as Christ-
mas, Diwali, Eid, Vaisakhi, Holi, Darwin Day and other festivals. Many multi-denominational 
schools have symbols and images on display in the school which may reflect the different 
religions and beliefs of children attending the school and special times of year may also be 
marked with particular images and artefacts. It can be seen, therefore, that significant festivals 
or events which may be associated with a particular religion can play a part in the life of a multi-
denominational school.

Transfer of patronage and consultation with school communities on Reconfiguration is a 
matter for the current patron (i.e. the Dublin Archdiocesan representatives in the case of the 
schools under Catholic patronage in Malahide and Portmarnock) in the first instance. Any con-
cerns or views that parents have in relation to such events should be discussed with the school 
patron. My Department, as part of this process, is not involved in the selection of any school 
for reconfiguration.

In relation to the Schools Reconfiguration process, as the Deputies will be aware, the Pro-
gramme for Government includes a commitment of reaching 400 multi-/non-denomination-
al schools in Ireland by the year 2030. The Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity Process is 
aimed at assisting in achieving this target by transferring existing schools from denominational 
to multi-/non-denominational patronage in line with the wishes of the school community. 

The process is composed of two separate and distinct phases - the Identification Phase and 
the subsequent Implementation Phase. The first Identification Phase of the phase 1 pilot process 
is nearing completion for 16 initial areas nationwide.

 Identification Phase

In the Identification Phase, each of the country’s 16 Education and Training Boards (ETBs) 
have selected an initial pilot area within their district where they consider, based on census data 
and local knowledge, there is likely to be an oncoming demand for more diversity of patron-
age within the local educational provision. Surveys of parents of pre-school children have been 
carried out in these areas by the relevant City/County Childcare Committee on behalf of the 
ETBs. ETBs, having analysed the survey results, then draw up comprehensive reports detail-
ing the outcomes of the surveys in relation to each of the 16 pilot areas. This forms the basis of 
discussions with the most prevalent patron/landowner in the area, which is the Catholic Bishop 
or Archbishop in most cases, concerning the transfer of patronage of an existing school(s) to 
meet that demand. 

The response of the Bishop to any identified oncoming demand for greater diversity of 
school patronage in the area is included in the report prepared by the ETB, for submission to 
my Department, which will publish the reports on its website, www.education.ie. Not all of the 
Identification Phase reports from these 16 initial areas have been finalised. It is envisaged that 
the reports will be published in the first half of this year. 

Implementation Phase
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Following the publication of the first round of reports, it is intended that the Schools Recon-
figuration for Diversity process will move into the Implementation Phase.

It is intended that the Implementation Phase would involve the existing patron of the major-
ity of schools in each area, i.e., the relevant Catholic Archbishop or Bishop, consulting with 
their local school communities on accommodating the oncoming demand for a greater diversity 
of patronage among the schools in their area. 

In the Implementation Phase, the existing patron (the Catholic Archbishop/Bishop), would 
identify a school to transfer to a multi-denominational or non-denominational patron (where the 
Identification Phase report has shown a viable level of demand for greater diversity of patron-
age). 

 The process envisages that the identification of a new multi-denominational or non-denom-
inational patron should reflect the wishes of parents and the school community.  It will be up 
to the relevant school patron (i.e. the Catholic Archbishop/Bishop) to discuss with their school 
communities the choices that could be made.  

 It is also envisaged that the existing patron would provide information to parents on the 
multi-denominational/non-denominational options available and engage in a consultative pro-
cess with the school community.   For example, the existing patron may wish to arrange a meet-
ing where prospective patrons could provide information to the school community. 

 Draft protocols for the Implementation Phase are at an advanced stage of development and 
consultation with Catholic Church representatives is ongoing. 

I recently had a very constructive meeting with Irish Episcopal Conference representatives 
in relation to a number of matters including Reconfiguration. The Bishops reiterated their com-
mitment to the Reconfiguration process. Further engagement is planned in this regard and I look 
forward to working positively with the Bishops on this matter in a spirit of continued partner-
ship.

Further to the Deputy Daly’s query on options open to parents in relation to multi or non-
denominational education, it is also possible for a patron to transfer patronage of a school to 
a multi-denominational patron outside of the main Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity pro-
cess. There are a number of instances where school communities directly engaged their patron 
and sought a transfer of patronage to a multi-denominational patron.  For example, the ‘early 
movers’ provision fast-tracks patronage reassignment.  The first ‘early mover’ reconfiguration 
has successfully taken place, with Two-Mile Community National School in Kerry opening in 
September 2017.  Any school which is seeking a transfer of patronage under the “early movers” 
provision should contact their school patron directly.

09/04/2019WRG05100National Educational Psychological Service

09/04/2019WRG05200198. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the recourse parents 
have when denied a NEPS assessment by a school principal; if there is no direct access given 
to a parent to a publicly funded assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16162/19]

09/04/2019WRG05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware 
my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides educational 
psychological support to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in 
the event of a critical incident, access to national and regional support and development work 
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to build school capacity to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to 
queries arising, and access to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the 
Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus is on empowering teachers to inter-
vene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to enduring. 
Psychologists use a problem solving and solution oriented consultative approach to maximise 
positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages schools to use a continuum based assess-
ment and intervention process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, 
educational planning and remedial intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behav-
ioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this 
stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the 
school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an 
individual child for intensive intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

I would advise if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotional 
development of any student that these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy

Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 196.

09/04/2019WRG05500School Transport Eligibility

09/04/2019WRG05600200. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication for school transport for children with special needs by a person (details supplied). 
[16166/19]

09/04/2019WRG05700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are generally eligible for school transport where they meet the 
Department’s criteria and are attending the nearest recognised school that is resourced to meet 
their special educational needs.

Eligibility for school transport is determined following consultation with the National Coun-
cil for Special Education through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers. 

Eligibility for school transport for the child in question will be assessed when an application 
form is received.  
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09/04/2019WRH00200State Examinations

09/04/2019WRH00300201. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a scribe will be 
made available to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16174/19]

09/04/2019WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  The Commission in this regard operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations in the 
Certificate Examinations. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

09/04/2019WRH00500Teacher Supply

09/04/2019WRH00600202. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
sider reviewing the teaching allocation given to physics (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16220/19]

09/04/2019WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Teacher allocations to all 
schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established rules based on 
recognised pupil enrolment. The criteria for the allocation of teaching posts are communicated 
to school managements annually and are available on the Department website. The deployment 
of teaching staff in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately the quality of teach-
ing and learning are in the first instance a matter for the school management authorities.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). 

Circular 0015/2019 which is available on my Department’s website introduces a new scheme 
to share teachers between recognised post-primary schools and is intended to provide schools 
with flexibility around the provision of certain subjects that are experiencing a supply shortage. 
The scheme, which is a result of work carried out by the Teacher Supply Steering Group, is 
expected to ease recruitment pressures in some specific subject areas such as STEM including 
Physics, modern languages, Irish, and Home Economics.

Addressing the supply issues is a matter of national priority for the Government and it is 
hoped that Principals and boards of management in schools will seize the opportunity to engage 
with other schools in their local areas. 

09/04/2019WRH00800Schools Health and Safety

09/04/2019WRH00900203. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will engage 
with Fingal County Council and a landowner regarding a school safety issue (details supplied) 
in County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16223/19]

09/04/2019WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department does not cur-
rently have an application for funding from the school to which the Deputy refers to provide a 
set down area outside the school boundary.
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Projects of this type may be appropriate for delivery via the Summer Works Scheme. It is 
open to the school authority to apply for Summer Works funding when the scheme opens for 
applications. I refer the Deputy to my announcement on 29th March last in that respect.

09/04/2019WRH01100School Staff

09/04/2019WRH01200204. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is tak-
ing with an issue (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16242/19]

09/04/2019WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since my appointment as 
Minister for Education and Skills I have met with a number of Teaching Principals, including 
at the recent IPPN conference, and I appreciate the pressures they face. In Budget 2019, school 
leadership is again supported with an additional release day for teaching principals in primary 
schools and a further four additional release days for teaching principals in schools with special 
classes. These additional release days - 18, 24, and 30 depending on the size of the school - will 
be effective from 1st September 2019.  

This builds on measures in previous budgets, including €0.4 million made available in Bud-
get 2018 to fund almost 4600 additional release days for teaching principals in primary schools. 
This funding provided an increase in the number of release days available to teaching principals 
in the 2018/19 school year to 17, 23 or 29 days depending on the size of the school.

Any additional increase in the number of release days will be considered as part of the next 
annual budgetary process. 

The Primary Education Forum was established in September 2018 and aims to support the 
planning and sequencing of change in the primary school sector and to exchange information 
on the intent and impacts of the actions in the Action Plan for Education in order to look for 
synergies and opportunities to streamline implementation and address workload issues.

Membership represents key personnel from the Department, school management, and repre-
sentatives of school leadership and representatives of teachers, with the Forum akin to a work-
ing group in scale.

Through adopting this approach, my Department and partners have already agreed to make 
several changes to the pace and sequence of planned reforms. These include the decision to re-
schedule the implementation of the Primary Mathematics Curriculum to give teachers the time 
to expand on their understanding and engage more fully with the new curriculum and to allow 
for further supports to be developed for teachers. Also, I took the decision to pace the com-
mencement of the Education (Admission to schools) Act 2018 by initially focusing on regula-
tions relating to the essential key features of the Act and there was agreement to consult with 
the sector on the regulations to be put in place alongside the commencement of the remaining 
sections of the Act.

09/04/2019WRH01400Schools Establishment

09/04/2019WRH01500205. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the data used 
to decide for a new second level school for the Curragh, Newbridge and Kildare areas in County 
Kildare will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16261/19]

09/04/2019WRH01600206. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline 
to secure a site for the new second level school to replace an existing school (details supplied); 
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the timeline for the construction and opening of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16262/19]

09/04/2019WRH01700207. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date by 
which the new school for the Newbridge and Kildare areas is required; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16263/19]

09/04/2019WRH01800208. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the dates of 
meetings that have taken place between his Department and the Department of Defence during 
which the location of the site for a school has been discussed. [16264/19]

09/04/2019WRH01900209. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the engage-
ment between Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board and Educate Together about 
a collaborative partnership for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16265/19]

09/04/2019WRH02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 205 to 209, inclusive, together.

In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Depart-
ment divides the country into 314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information 
System, using data from a range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places 
across the country will arise. With this information, my Department carries out nationwide de-
mographic exercises to determine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary 
and post-primary level. 

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:  

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools, 

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools, 

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure. In addition to the new 
schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommodation in other areas in the 
future through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional accommoda-
tion or extensions to existing schools.  

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department’s review of provision at post-primary level 
across the school planning areas in the South Kildare area is now complete.  

My Department is satisfied that the needs in the area can be met through the replacement 
and expansion of the existing Curragh Post-Primary School with a new 1,000 pupil school 
building. It is intended that the expansion of the existing Curragh Post-Primary school, a multi-
denominational Community College under the patronage of Kildare and Wicklow Education 
and Training Board (KWETB), will also cater for demand arising in the adjoining Newbridge 
and Kildare school planning areas. There is existing capacity in the Curragh Post-Primary 
school pending delivery of the new school building.  
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A new site will be required for the school and the Department has commenced the site 
identification process. Due to commercial sensitivities surrounding site acquisitions in general, 
I cannot comment further at this point in the process, though I can assure the Deputy that my 
Department will make every effort to progress the matter. In line with protocols for the use of 
State property assets my Department has written to the Department of Defence regarding the 
school site requirement and will engage with that Department further in this regard in the com-
ing weeks. 

Some initial engagement had taken place in relation to the potential for Educate Together 
to become a Trustee Partner for the school in a similar arrangement to those implemented else-
where (e.g. Clonturk Community College with City of Dublin Education and Training Board 
(CDETB) as patron of the school and Educate Together as a Trustee Partner). I understand that 
it is intended that there will be further engagement on this matter shortly.

09/04/2019WRH02500Special Educational Needs

09/04/2019WRH02600210. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a child 
(details supplied) in County Cork is not being accommodated by the National Council for Spe-
cial Education. [16277/19]

09/04/2019WRH02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The policy of my Department 
of Education and Skills is to ensure that all children with Special Educational Needs can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in age appropriate school settings 
through the primary and post primary school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

ASD Early Intervention classes are available for children aged between 3 and 5 years of age 
with a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Early intervention classes are intended 
to provide early support for children with ASD before they start school.

Following early intervention, children will attend a mainstream class unless there is profes-
sional guidance that they require a special class or a placement in a special school. 

My Department’s policy is that all children must be enrolled in the primary school system, 
whether through placement in mainstream classes, in special classes or in special schools in the 
September prior to their sixth birthday.  If children are not in school by six years of age, under 
the Education Welfare Act 2000, the Educational Welfare Service must be satisfied that the 
child is receiving a minimum standard of education in a place other than a recognised school.

The National Council for Special education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Depart-
ment, is responsible for planning, coordinating and advising on education provision and support 
services for children with special educational needs, in consultation with the relevant education 
partners and the Health Service Executive (HSE).

The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as needing special class placements. 

The NCSE’s team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise parents whose children have special needs and identify available place-
ments. They also support and advise schools in this area. 
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Parents who are experiencing difficulties in locating a special class or school placement, 
should contact their local SENO.

I understand that the local SENO is working with this family and that a suitable placement 
has been identified.  If further issues arise, it is important that the parent continues to work 
closely with the SENO for the area.

09/04/2019WRH02800School Services Staff

09/04/2019WRH02900211. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of negotia-
tions with a union (details supplied) in regard to a new pay agreement for school secretaries 
paid through an ancillary grant; and if consideration will be given to expediting the operation 
of a new pay agreement in view of the poor pay and conditions of school secretaries employed 
through ancillary grants. [16287/19]

09/04/2019WRH03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by school secretaries, and indeed by other support staff, in the running of our schools 
and I am grateful to them for the contribution they make to our education system.  I have spoken 
to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more  extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

I have in recent days and with immediate effect relaxed the moratorium for those C&C 
and ETB schools with enrolments of 700 and more which allow them to employ an additional 
School Secretaries up to a maximum of two per school. There are 91 schools in the C&C and 
ETB Sector who meet this criteria, based on the information currently available to this Depart-
ment. 

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a Secretary or Caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration will, from 1 January 2019, be paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

The FÓRSA trade union have requested a meeting with the Department to discuss pay ar-
rangements for grant-funded Secretaries and Caretakers from 2020 onwards. The Department 
has agreed to arrange a meeting with the Union.
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09/04/2019WRH03100Schools Building Projects Status

09/04/2019WRH03200212. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to progress 
the development of a school (details supplied) in view of the fact that it has been on the school 
building capital plan since 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16308/19]

09/04/2019WRH03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, 
a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s 6-Year Con-
struction Programme. 

In the context of progressing the building project, my Department intends undertaking a 
technical site visit to the school. My Department has been engaging with the school authority 
relating to the preparatory work associated with the site visit and will be in further contact in 
this regard. 

09/04/2019WRH03400Schools Facilities

09/04/2019WRH03500213. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a private 
room will be provided in relation to breastfeeding breaks for registered teachers in recognised 
primary and post-primary schools (details supplied); and his plans to include special needs as-
sistants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16346/19]

09/04/2019WRH03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In relation to school employ-
ees my Department is not the employer.  The employer is the Education and Training Board 
(ETB) for vocational schools/community colleges, community national schools and the Board 
of Management/Manager in the case of primary (excluding community national schools) vol-
untary secondary, community and comprehensive schools. 

The provision of facilities in the workplace to facilitate breastfeeding is a matter for the 
employer.

Under Section 9 of the Maternity Protection (Amendment) Act 2004  , employers are not 
obliged to provide facilities in the workplace to facilitate breastfeeding if the provision of such 
facilities would give rise to considerable costs.

Questions Nos 214 and 215 answered with Question No. 196.

09/04/2019WRH03900Teaching Council of Ireland

09/04/2019WRH04000216. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) is waiting since December 2018 for a Teaching Council number; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16393/19]

09/04/2019WRH04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Teaching Council 
Acts 2001-2015 the Teaching Council is the statutory body with responsibility for the registra-
tion of teachers.   

The person, to whom the Deputy refers, is advised to contact the Teaching Council to prog-
ress their application. The Teaching Council, as the statutory  body responsible for registration 
of teachers, can assist the individual in relation to the registration process, the steps involved in-
cluding details of the information required to complete the registration and will also be in a 
position to advise as to the estimated timeline to conclusion of the process.
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09/04/2019WRH04200Capitation Grants

09/04/2019WRH04300217. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the esti-
mated first and full-year costs of increasing the capitation grant at primary and secondary level 
by 5%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16458/19]

09/04/2019WRH04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The first and full year costs 
of increasing the capitation grant at primary and secondary level by 5% is €4 million and €10 
million respectively.

I am pleased to have been able to provide for this 5% increase in capitation funding for pri-
mary and post primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year. 

I fully recognise the need to further improve capitation funding for schools. However, I 
must be prudent in the context of ongoing budgetary pressures and I have to prioritise where it 
is not possible to do everything that I would like to do in the Education Sector in any one year 
especially in the light of increasing enrolments. 

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

09/04/2019WRH04500Special Educational Needs

09/04/2019WRH04600218. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question Nos. 300 and 301 of 26 March 2019 and in the context of the review 
processes referred to, his plans to hold a separate review for developing schools in May or June 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16498/19]

09/04/2019WRH04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a process is being put in place to update the allocations of special education teacher sup-
port for schools, in circumstances where the school profile significantly changes following 
the allocation process e.g. a developing school where the net enrolment numbers significantly 
increase.

The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts are set out in 
the Primary and Post Primary School Staffing Schedules for the 2019/20 school year.

Schools who qualify for additional mainstream developing school posts, in accordance with 
these criteria, will also qualify for additional Special Education Teaching Allocations, to take 
account of this developing status. 

Additional special education teaching allocations will be made for schools who have in-
creased enrolments to the extent that they achieve developing status, once school enrolments 
have been verified at October 2019, as opposed to being based on projected enrolments. In 
many cases, the full projected enrolments do not always manifest.

The process therefore cannot take place in May or June 2019, but must wait until the enrol-
ment data for the new school year has been finalised, from September 2019.

     Question No. 219 answered with Question No. 196.

09/04/2019WRJ00300Education and Training Boards Establishment
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09/04/2019WRJ00400220. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 161 of 2 April 2019, the number of times this project has required 
retendering; the cost to date of the planning and tendering process; the technical design related 
issues that are holding up the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16542/19]

09/04/2019WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and Training 
Board (LMETB).   

A number of design issues have arisen with this project. These have included issues relating 
to the need for additional security features for the proposed building which became apparent at 
tender stage.  These required a change in brief with consequent design alterations. Currently, 
the capacity of the building is being reviewed to ensure it meets LMETB’s needs into the fu-
ture. Other design issues such as room sizes and uses form part of this review. The project will 
be retendered once this review is completed, but I can inform the Deputy that it has only previ-
ously been tendered once. 

To date, approximately €260k has been spent on costs related to the project including design 
team fees, planning and statutory consent fees and surveys for the project.

09/04/2019WRJ00600School Accommodation

09/04/2019WRJ00700221. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application by a school (details supplied) for inclusion in the prefab replacement programme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16548/19]

09/04/2019WRJ00800222. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
inclusion of a school (details supplied) in the prefab replacement programme; when work on 
replacing prefab structures which have been in place at the school for over 30 years will begin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16549/19]

09/04/2019WRJ00900223. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated cost 
of replacing prefabs at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16550/19]

09/04/2019WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 221 to 223, inclusive, together. 

I can confirm to the Deputy that an application has been received for capital funding, includ-
ing the replacement of prefabricated structures, from the school in question.

The application is currently under consideration and as soon as a decision has been made, 
the school authority will be notified directly.

In general, once approval is given to a school for the replacement of prefabricated structures 
under my Department’s Additional School Accommodation Scheme, a grant amount is deter-
mined based on the number and size of prefabricated structures to be replaced. The timing of 
when these projects go to construction is a matter for the school authority as all projects are de-
volved for delivery. The Additional School Accommodation Scheme also provides for devolved 
funding for additional classrooms, if required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need 
has been identified or where an additional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed 
on this programme, including those approved for the replacement of prefabs, can be found on 
my Department’s website www.education.ie, this information is updated regularly.
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09/04/2019WRJ01300School Accommodation

09/04/2019WRJ01400224. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applications made to the prefab replacement programme; the number of applications approved 
to date; the names of the successful schools; the cost of each completed prefab replacement by 
school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16551/19]

09/04/2019WRJ01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s capital allo-
cation, in 2019, is €941m of which €672m is being allocated for capital spending in primary and 
post-primary schools’. The school sector allocation will be expended primarily on the delivery 
of large scale projects and on the Additional School Accommodation Scheme.  Since mid-2018 
all schools approved additional accommodation under my Department’s, Additional School Ac-
commodation Scheme, are also having all necessary prefabs replaced as part of their additional 
accommodation project.  The timing of when these projects go to construction is a matter for 
the school authority as all projects are devolved for delivery.

Information in relation to the current status of all school building projects is available on my 
Department’s web-site, www.education.ie, and this information is updated on a regular basis. 

09/04/2019WRJ01600Schools Site Acquisitions

09/04/2019WRJ01700225. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a site has been 
found for a school (details supplied); if not, the arrangements which will be in place for pupils; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16552/19]

09/04/2019WRJ01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that my Department has reached agreement in principle with a landowner to acquire a 
suitable property on which it is intended to provide permanent accommodation for the school 
in question, subject to the views of the Planning Authority.  

It is anticipated that the conveyancing process in respect of this proposed acquisition will 
commence shortly and the acquisition is subject to satisfactory title and contract.

Question No. 226 answered with Question No. 181.

Question No. 227 answered with Question No. 196.

09/04/2019WRJ02100Teacher Training Provision

09/04/2019WRJ02200228. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
provide teachers with resources and training to administer individual education planning for 
children with Down’s syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16567/19]

09/04/2019WRJ02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
effective planning ensures that the school’s resources are deployed efficiently and that they 
achieve the desired outcomes. 

Under the Education Act 1998, schools are under statutory obligations to “provide educa-
tion to students which is appropriate to their abilities and needs” and to “ensure that the educa-
tional needs of all students, including those with a disability or other special educational needs, 
are identified and provided for”.  



9 April 2019

89

Planning is a normal part of a teacher’s work and planning tools, like the student support 
file, have been created as a resource to help schools provide for their students.

Circulars 0013 and 0014 2017, which introduced the model for allocating special educa-
tion teachers to schools, noted the importance of educational planning. This is in the context of 
ensuring that the children with the greatest level of need receive the greatest level of support.

The Circulars note that educational planning is an essential element of a whole-school ap-
proach to meeting pupils’ needs. 

Guidelines for schools on educational planning and monitoring of outcomes through the 
Student Support File, are contained in the Guidelines for Primary and Post primary Schools: 
Supporting Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools.

All schools are therefore encouraged to use Education Plans or Student Support plans for 
children who are receiving additional teaching or care in schools, including children with Down 
syndrome.

Whereas there is not currently a statutory requirement for schools to provide a particular 
form of Individual Education Plan, it is evident that the majority of schools do use some form 
of education planning to plan and record the support that they provide for pupils with special 
educational needs. This is considered to be both beneficial for schools and children and is re-
garded as best practice.  

The ongoing provision of planning will represent a continuation of the good practice that is 
occurring in the majority of schools.

In relation to training and support for teachers in the provision of special education needs 
support, the Department provides for a comprehensive system of continuing professional devel-
opment (CPD) for teachers in the area of special educational needs

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Regional Support Service, which has 
incorporated the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the National Behavioural Support 
Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for the Visually Impaired and Hearing Im-
paired, provides advice and support to schools on the education and inclusion of students with 
special educational needs, providing in-school support for teachers and continuing professional 
development for teachers. 

It is also enhancing the multi-disciplinary capacity of the education system through provid-
ing access to expert knowledge in areas such as autism, speech and language and challenging 
behaviour. The SESS, has a role to enhance the quality of learning and teaching of students with 
special educational needs through the provision of CPD and support for teachers in mainstream 
schools, primary and post-primary special schools, and special classes. 

Through applications to NCSE’s Supports Service, schools and individual teachers can ac-
cess support in all areas of special education, including support in relation to individualised 
educational planning.

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) also provides guidance for schools 
in supporting children with special educational needs.

NEPS works with schools through the Continuum of Support framework.  NEPS psycholo-
gists can provide advice and guidance to Principals and teachers in relation to individual stu-
dents needs and in the development of whole school approaches to support inclusion, participa-
tion and integration.  
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NEPS psychologists provide advice and support around the identification of needs, the use 
of evidence-informed interventions and the monitoring of outcomes for individuals and groups 
of children. Psychologists can also advise and assist schools on effective whole-school prac-
tices, early intervention approaches and good deployment of Special Education Teaching sup-
ports.

This Government is committed to helping every child, particularly those with special edu-
cational needs, to fulfil their potential. 

In 2018 my Department invested over €1.75 Billion in this area - 1/5 of my Department’s 
budget and up 42% since 2011, at which point €1.24 Billion was invested. This increased in-
vestment has allowed the Government to increase the number of:

SNAs by 42%, from 10,575 in 2011 to 15,000 at present.

Special classes by 160% to over 1,450 at present, compared to 548 special classes in 2011.

Special education teachers by 37%, from 9,740 in 2011, to over 13,400 at present.

This Government will continue to prioritise investment in the area of special education sup-
port and I am confident that ongoing investment and reform will continue to see improvements 
made in this area.

09/04/2019WRJ02400Departmental Reviews

09/04/2019WRJ02500229. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the re-
view into the design and build programme commenced; and when it will conclude. [16568/19]

09/04/2019WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has been en-
gaged in preparatory work to initiate an Independent Review of its Design & Build Programme.  
This includes consultation with the Office of the Attorney General on such a Review given 
ongoing legal processes around certain school buildings constructed by a contractor under the 
Design & Build Programme.  The Deputy will appreciate this is a prudent measure to ensure 
that the Independent Review does not compromise this process with any ongoing legal process.

Once any advice from the Attorney General has been fully considered, I expect to be able 
to provide an update on the progress of the Review.

09/04/2019WRJ02700Schools Site Acquisitions

09/04/2019WRJ02800230. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in 
County Kildare that have no permanent site for which his Department is responsible for provid-
ing a permanent site. [16569/19]

09/04/2019WRJ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the need for a school site can arise as a result of the establishment of a new school to meet de-
mographic need or where an existing school site is no longer capable of meeting the school’s 
needs.  The latter is the position in the case of St Pauls’ Secondary School in Monasterevin and 
in the case of St Raphael’s Special School in Celbridge.  My Department is currently working 
to provide a permanent site for these schools.   

Two schools established in recent times in Celbridge, Co. Kildare in order to meet demo-
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graphic need are both in interim accommodation.  They are Celbridge Community School and 
St. Patrick’s National School in Celbridge. My  Department is responsible also for providing a 
site for these schools .

Three new primary schools are due to be established in Co. Kildare: Maynooth and Leixlip 
in 2019 and Naas in 2021.  My Department is responsible for providing a permanent site for 
these schools also.

09/04/2019WRJ03000Schools Site Acquisitions

09/04/2019WRJ03100231. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools in 
County Laois that have no permanent site for which his Department is responsible for providing 
a permanent site. [16570/19]

09/04/2019WRJ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In regard to site acquisitions 
in County Laois I can confirm my Department has current responsibility for the acquisition of 
one permanent school site: that for Dunamase College, Portlaoise.  This school was established 
to meet a demographic requirement in the town and has opened in interim accommodation.

A potential permanent site option for the school has been identified and negotiations with 
the landowner are at a very advanced stage.

09/04/2019WRJ03300Education and Training Boards Staff

09/04/2019WRJ03400232. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason adult 
education tutors working for Education and Training Boards, ETBs, are not recognised as 
teachers despite having teaching qualifications and Teaching Council registration; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [16574/19]

09/04/2019WRJ03500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The matter of regularisation of the terms and conditions of Adult Education Tutors is currently 
subject to discussions under the auspices of the Workplace Relations Commission so it would 
be inappropriate to comment on this matter at this time. 

Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 196.

09/04/2019WRJ03700Emergency Works Scheme Applications

09/04/2019WRJ03800234. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if emergency works 
funding will be allocated to a school (details supplied) to allow for essential repairs to a roof; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16591/19]

09/04/2019WRJ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers applied for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works Scheme to carry out 
roof works to the school building. The works were deemed to be outside the scope of the 
scheme and the application was refused in that context.  

Subsequently, the school authority submitted an appeal to my Departments Planning and 
Building Unit for consideration. The appeal is currently been assessed and a decision will issue 
in due course. 
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09/04/2019WRJ04000School Accommodation Provision

09/04/2019WRJ04100235. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the interim accom-
modation solution arrived at for a new school (details supplied); when the new school will be 
enrolling pupils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16603/19]

09/04/2019WRJ04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has appointed 
a Project Manager to assist in the procurement of interim school accommodation for the new 
schools opening in September 2019.  I can confirm that the school referred to by the Deputy 
will open in September 2019 in suitable interim accommodation. The enrolment of pupils is a 
matter for the Patron Body. 

09/04/2019WRJ04300Schools Establishment

09/04/2019WRJ04400236. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the patrons se-
lected for schools (details supplied); if accommodation has been sourced for the schools; when 
the schools are expected to open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16607/19]

09/04/2019WRJ04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 16 classroom primary school and a 1,000 
pupil post-primary school to be established in September 2019 to serve the area to which the 
Deputy refers.  

This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure.  

The patronage processes for the schools to be established in 2019, including the schools 
referred to by the Deputy, are complete and patronage has been awared to Educate Together for 
both the primary and post-primary school. 

Following on from the announcement, the locations for all of the schools will be determined 
as part of the site acquisition process. A potential site option has been identified for the primary 
school and discussions are ongoing with the landowner with a view to acquiring this site. My 
Department has reached agreement in principle with a landowner to acquire a suitable prop-
erty on which it is intended to provide permanent accommodation for the post-primary school 
referred to by the Deputy, subject to the views of the Planning Authority.  It is anticipated that 
the conveyancing process in respect of this proposed acquisition will commence shortly and the 
acquisition is subject to satisfactory title and contract.

An initial phased start-up is envisaged for the new schools, which typically involves the use 
of interim accommodation. My Department has appointed a Project Manager to assist in the 
procurement of interim school accommodation for new schools opening in September 2019.  I 
can confirm that the schools referred to by the Deputy will open in September 2019 in suitable 
interim accommodation.   

09/04/2019WRK00200School Staff

09/04/2019WRK00300237. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (de-
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tails supplied) can transfer his or her permanent status from Dublin to County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [16613/19]

09/04/2019WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Teacher allocations to 
all schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established rules based 
on recognised pupil enrolment.  The staffing and redeployment arrangements for the 2019/20 
school year are available on the Department website.

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the indi-
vidual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 
1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). 

The redeployment arrangements at primary and post-primary are the first method to fill va-
cancies in the school system.  Once the redeployment processes have completed, schools with 
permanent vacancies may proceed to open competition to fill these vacancies.  It is open to any 
teacher to apply for these vacancies as they arise.

09/04/2019WRK00500Qualifications Recognition

09/04/2019WRK00600238. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills whether no 
professional accountancy body has been recognised under the national framework since No-
vember 2012.  [16636/19]

09/04/2019WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Quality and Qualifications Ire-
land (QQI) is the statutory body with responsibility for developing, promoting and maintaining 
the Irish National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ).

QQI has been unable to progress applications for the inclusion of awards made by profes-
sional accountancy bodies within the NFQ due to an issue concerning the extent of QQI’s pow-
ers under the Quality Assurance and Qualifications (Education and Training) Act 2012. 

This issue is being addressed by provisions which are contained in the Qualifications and 
Quality Assurance (Education and Training) (Amendment) Bill 2018 which is currently before 
Seanad Éireann 

09/04/2019WRK00800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

09/04/2019WRK00900239. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if matters in relation 
to the July provision will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16644/19]

09/04/2019WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Each year eligible schools, 
including the school to which the Deputy has referred, are invited to participate in the July 
Programme. 

Participation in the Scheme by a school is voluntary and subject to the availability of suit-
ably qualified personnel in July.  It is therefore a matter for the Board of Management of the 
school, having regard to the resources available to it and taking into account the health and 
safety of the children, whether or not it will participate in the programme in any given year.  

Where eligible students cannot access a school-based programme, 40 hours (i.e. 10 hours 
for each of the four weeks) home-based tuition will be provided as an alternative to the school 
based scheme.  Parents may come together as a group and make an application to the Depart-
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ment under this strand of the scheme.  Full Details are available on my Departments website at 
https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/July-Provision/Home-Based.html.

09/04/2019WRK01100Schools Building Projects Status

09/04/2019WRK01200240. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of new school buildings for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16663/19]

09/04/2019WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured. 

Following the appointment of a replacement consultant architect, the Design Team has re-
viewed the previous Stage 2(b) documentation and is currently upgrading the design to ensure 
that the new school building is a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 
2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) submission, my Department will revert to the 
Board of Management regarding the progression of the project.

09/04/2019WRK01400Childcare Services

09/04/2019WRK01500241. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the action he has 
taken on foot of the action plan on school aged childcare.  [16719/19]

09/04/2019WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As part of the programme for 
government commitments to promote the use of school buildings outside of school hours, my 
Department took a number of important actions to build on and enhance the already extensive 
use of buildings for community use.  In relation to the use of schools for the specific purpose 
of school age childcare, my officials participated in the interdepartmental group that produced 
the Action Plan on School Age childcare that was published in March 2017.  Following that 
report, the then Minister and his officials engaged directly with the management bodies, patrons 
and property owners.  A set of guidelines, designed to assist the owners of school buildings 
who wished to provide childcare services in their schools was published by my Department in 
October 2017. 

These guidelines can be viewed on the Department’s website at this link: https://www.edu-
cation.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/guidelines-on-the-use-of-school-buildings-outside-
of-school-hours.pdf.  This year, the Department intends to conduct a review of the guidelines 
and they will be updated accordingly following the review.  

Another commitment in the report was to consider the qualification needs of those working 
in school age childcare as part of a wider review of qualifications for the sector.  The Depart-
ment is working closely with QQI and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs on this 
matter.  DES is supporting DCYA as they implement their commitments in the Action Plan in 
relation to developing quality standards for school age childcare, elements of which will relate 
to the nature and level of qualifications that may be appropriate for those providing that service.  
It is intended that a workforce development plan to commence in 2019 and led by DCYA in 
close collaboration with DES will consider this matter in further detail.
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Question No. 242 answered with Question No. 196.

09/04/2019WRK01800Education and Training Boards Places

09/04/2019WRK01900243. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of sec-
ondary school places available in Waterford city and county for ETB schools; the number of 
secondary school pupils attending ETB secondary schools in Waterford city and county by 
school in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16763/19]

09/04/2019WRK02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A list of ETB schools in Wa-
terford City and Waterford County is provided in the following link:

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/BFC15D630FE54A88802583D70
05F6AE6/$File/ETB%20School%20Places.xlsx?openelement”>Table</a>]

It shows numbers of pupils enrolled in these schools in the 2017-18 academic year. 

The Capital Programme provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if re-
quired, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed.  In this regard, I can confirm that my Department has 
recently received applications for such funding from two Post Primary schools in Waterford.  
These applications will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authorities 
when the assessment process has been completed.

 

09/04/2019WRK02100UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

09/04/2019WRK02200244. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress over the 
past 12 months on the implementation of United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16087/19]

09/04/2019WRK02300245. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the UN Con-
vention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will be implemented fully; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16176/19]

09/04/2019WRK02400246. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps taken 
to progress the implementation of the United Nations Convention on Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities in 2018 in terms of proactive planning and allocation of resources and positive and 
measurable changes for persons with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16606/19]

09/04/2019WRK02500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 244 to 246, inclusive, together.

The Government’s approach to meeting the terms of the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“the Convention”) is one of sustained and on-going 
improvement.  Work is continuing on the reforms needed for an optimum level of compliance 
with the convention’s requirements.

The National Disability Inclusion Strategy (NDIS) 2017 – 2021 contains a wide range of 
practical commitments to improve the position of people with disabilities.  It provides a mecha-
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nism for joined-up working to deliver on Ireland’s commitments to implementing the UNCRPD, 
and the NDIS Steering Group, which oversees and monitors the implementation of the Strategy, 
will have an important role in guiding progress in this area.  The Group is committed to carrying 
out a mid-term review of the Strategy by the end of 2019 and in the context of this review,  it is 
expected that it will examine how the Strategy is aligned with the articles of the Convention and 
how the Strategy could be revised and built upon in order to continue progressive realisation of 
the aims of the Convention.  The National Disability Authority (NDA) will also play a critical 
part in the implementation of the Convention, and will be carrying out a review of progress with 
respect to the Strategy’s key indicators in this regard. 

The Department of Health and the HSE have responsibility for a significant number of ac-
tions under the Strategy.  The HSE National Service Plan 2019, which was published earlier 
this year, is focussed on providing supports to people with disabilities and enabling them to 
maximise their full potential as independently as possible.  Measures in the Service Plan will 
also reduce the waiting times for Assessments of Need for children through the provision of 100 
additional therapist posts.

Including the additional funding I secured for use in the Service Plan, this brings the total 
investment in the provision of disability services to almost €1.9bn in 2019. 

Article 19 of the Convention deals with living independently and being included in the 
community.  It provides that persons with disabilities should have access to a range of in-home, 
residential and other community support services. 

In the 2019 Service Plan, the HSE will provide 1.53m personal assistant hours to 2,535 
people, and 3.08m home support hours for 8,094 people.

To meet obligations under Article 12, and Article 7, addressing rights for children with dis-
abilities, additional funding of €12m has been allocated to meet the cost of providing day sup-
ports and services for approximately 1,500 young adults who will leave school in 2019.  Under 
the plan, the HSE will move up to 160 people from large institutional settings to homes in the 
community.  Ninety new high-acuity emergency residential places will also be funded in 2019 
to address urgent unplanned cases as they arise.

Of particular relevance to Article 12 of the Convention is the Assisted Decision-Making 
(Capacity) Act 2015, which provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-making 
by adults with capacity difficulties.  The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015 but has 
not yet been fully commenced.  The 2015 Act will abolish the current Wards of Court system by 
repealing the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871.  Part 6 of the 2015 Act provides that adults 
currently in wardship will transition to the new decision-making support arrangements pro-
vided for in the Act on a phased basis over 3 years from the commencement of Part 6 of the Act.

 New administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Deci-
sion Support Service within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department of 
Health), must be put in place before the substantive provisions of the 2015 Act can be com-
menced.  The Decision Support Service is working towards being operational and ready for the 
commencement of the main provisions of the Act in 2020.  This lead in timeframe ensures that 
the necessary staff resources, processes, IT system, expert panels, codes of practice and regula-
tions will be in place so that the Decision Support Service will have the capacity to be up and 
running effectively.  The 2019 Revised Estimates Volume provides for an allocation of €3.5 
million in the Justice and Equality Vote for the establishment of the Decision Support Service. 

The Government continues to take practical measures to improve the lives of people with 
disabilities.  The Report of the Make Work Pay Group was published in April 2017 and many 
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of its recommendations have been implemented.  In addition, the Comprehensive Employment 
Strategy for People with Disabilities 2015-2024 includes positive action measures to support 
the recruitment of people with disabilities in the public service and in the wider economy.

In addition to the practical measures outlined above, the Deputies will be aware of a number 
of legislative developments to support the implementation of the Convention.

In the first instance, my colleague the Minister for Health is progressing heads of a Bill to 
provide legislative clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty.  A report of a recent public con-
sultation on these draft legislative provisions is nearing completion, and every effort is being 
made to progress this legislation as quickly as possible. 

The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016, which contains key legislative amend-
ments needed for compliance with the Convention, was published on December 2016. Second 
Stage (Dáil) took place on 31 January and 1 February 2017, and Committee Stage on 30 Janu-
ary 2019.

The Bill includes provisions to establish the monitoring framework required by Article 33 
of the Convention to promote, protect and monitor implementation of the Convention.  It re-
quires the involvement and participation of civil society, in particular, persons with disabilities, 
in the monitoring process.

The monitoring framework will include both the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commis-
sion (IHREC) and the National Disability Authority (NDA) and will be governed by a formal 
Memorandum of Understanding.  The IHREC Act 2014 was designed to ensure that IHREC, 
as Ireland’s National Human Rights Institution, fully meets the standard of independence in ac-
cordance with the Paris Principles.

The IHREC established a Disability Advisory Committee in January 2019, composed of a 
diverse group of persons with lived experience of disability.  This will ensure the direct partici-
pation of persons with disabilities and the organisations representing them in monitoring how 
the Convention is implemented in Ireland. 

The IHREC is best placed to make periodic independent reports to the UN, supported by 
progress assessments and statistical information supplied by the NDA.

The NDA has expertise and information resources in relation to reporting on disability is-
sues and is carrying out work in a range of areas to support implementation; including the prep-
aration of non-healthcare Codes of Practice under the Assisted Decision Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015, and review of progress with respect to the key indicators of the National Disability 
Inclusion Strategy.

Significant year on year budgetary increases in the disability sector have positively im-
pacted the lived experience of people with disabilities in Ireland.  However, it is recognised that 
daily challenges remain for many people with disabilities and their families.  Addressing the 
needs and rights of people living with a disability and their families is a priority for this Govern-
ment and my primary focus as Minister of State for Disability Issues.  The UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities supports that priority in providing a comprehensive and 
robust framework for the realisation of those rights.

09/04/2019WRK02800Banking Sector

09/04/2019WRK02900247. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
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ATM thefts involving the removal of the ATM machine from a bank for each year since 2010; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16338/19]

09/04/2019WRK03000286. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will con-
vene an emergency meeting with officials in Northern Ireland to identify a cross-Border re-
sponse to the increase in ATM robberies in the Border region; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16743/19]

09/04/2019WRK03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 247 and 286 together.

I share the Deputies’ concern about the recent ATM robberies, on both sides of the Border.  
These are crimes that have a significant impact on both businesses and communities and I con-
demn the criminals behind them in the strongest terms. 

The Deputies will be aware that there is already strong ongoing co-operation between the 
Gardaí and the PSNI, and both An Garda Síochána and the PSNI are conducting investigations 
into these robberies.  I am confident that those responsible will be identified. 

The Garda authorities have confirmed that there have been three incidents of ATM robberies 
in this State, most recently the ATM robberies in Castleblaney, Co. Monaghan in April; King-
scourt, Co. Cavan in March; and one in Ballybay, Co. Monaghan in December 2018.  There 
were no recorded incidents between 2012 and 2017, however there was an attempted robbery 
in Co. Wicklow in May 2011 and in Co. Carlow in 2010.

I can assure the Deputies that Gardaí continue to monitor all new and emerging crime trends 
in the State to ensure all resources are allocated in an effective manner and that the best possible 
police service is provided to the public.

I can also advise the Deputies that there are a number of avenues through which An Garda 
Síochána work with the PSNI to combat organised crime and other cross-Border issues.  There 
is a joint Cross-Border Policing Strategy operated between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI, 
which covers a range of policing activities and contains a series of initiatives in which both 
police services are actively engaged.  

Furthermore, the Joint Agency Task Force established under the Fresh Start Agreement 
engages An Garda Síochána and the PSNI in a lead role (with other agencies) in structured 
strategic and operational co-operation in combatting cross-Border organised crime, while the 
Cross-Border Seminar on Organised Crime is an annual event.  It is organised jointly by the two 
Justice Departments and the two police services and it focuses on co-operation and best practice 
in countering organised crime that seeks to exploit the Border.

Ensuring that this type of co-operation can continue into the future is a key priority for me 
and my Department, in any Brexit outcome.

09/04/2019WRK03200Legislative Measures

09/04/2019WRK03300248. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress of the 
inspection of places of detention Bill. [16097/19]

09/04/2019WRK03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Inspection of Places 
of Detention Bill is the vehicle which the Government will use to implement the Optional Pro-
tocol to the Convention against Torture (OPCAT).
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As I indicated in my response to the Deputy’s Parliamentary Question No. 102 of 4 April 
(last week) in relation to OPCAT, my Department are in the process of completing a draft 
scheme of this Bill which I intend to share with key stakeholders for their observations before 
it is finalised and I bring it to Government for approval later this year.

09/04/2019WRK03500Naturalisation Applications

09/04/2019WRK03600249. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamenta-
ry Question Nos. 285 of 18 December 2018 and 244 of 26 January 2019, if the application will 
be finalised for the naturalisation ceremony due to take place at the end of April 2019 (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16149/19]

09/04/2019WRK03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy has entered 
the final stage of processing and the applicant will be informed of my decision shortly.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay.  While most straightforward cases are now processed within six 
months, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some 
cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary 
checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

09/04/2019WRK03800Immigration Status

09/04/2019WRK03900250. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for a new student scheme by a person (details sup-
plied); when the application is likely to be concluded; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16167/19]

09/04/2019WRK04000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it received an ap-
plication for permission to reside in this State on 8 November 2018.  The Deputy will appreciate 
that applications are dealt with in chronological order and I understand that a decision will issue 
by the end of April.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
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obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

09/04/2019WRK04100Visa Applications

09/04/2019WRK04200251. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if appeals in 
respect of refusal of visa applications have been received in the case of persons (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16224/19]

09/04/2019WRK04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer the Deputy to my 
reply to his Parliamentary Question No. 433 of 15 January, 2019 when I advised that the ap-
plications referred to were refused on appeal and the decisions communicated to the applicants 
on 8 January, 2019.

As an applicant is entitled to one appeal only, no further review of these applications can be 
undertaken.  It is, however, open to the applicants to make fresh applications at any time.  They 
should bear in mind the reasons for refusal and be in a position to address them in any new ap-
plication.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

09/04/2019WRK04400Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission Investigations

09/04/2019WRK04500252. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he has 
taken to set up a public inquiry into the death of a person (details supplied) as per the vote of 
Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16238/19]

09/04/2019WRK04600253. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
length of time GSOC has taken to investigate complaints in relation to the investigation into the 
death of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16239/19]

09/04/2019WRK04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 252 and 253 together.

Following the Dáil motion last summer, I gave consideration to how I and the Govern-
ment could best give effect to the motion of the House that a public inquiry be set up into the 
tragic death of Shane O’Farrell, at the same time, respecting the fact that the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission, was at that stage still investigating certain matters arising from the 
fatal road traffic incident.  I also sought the advice of the Attorney General on how best to pro-
ceed in the circumstances.

I should mention that earlier this year the Seanad passed a motion in the same terms as those 
of the Dáil motion.

At the end of January, I was notified by GSOC that their investigation relating to possible 
breaches of Garda disciplinary regulations had concluded.  The report and recommendations of 
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that GSOC investigation were sent to the Garda Commissioner.  The family were also informed 
by GSOC of the completion of the investigation.  The outcome of the investigation was a rec-
ommendation that a number of Garda officers should be subject of a disciplinary process.  That 
is now a matter entirely for the Garda Commissioner and I do not propose to comment further 
on the matter.

In any event, following the completion of the GSOC process and having informed the Gov-
ernment of the approach I proposed to take, I appointed recently retired District Court Judge 
Gerard Haughton, to conduct a scoping exercise and to advise me in relation to the case.

I met with members of the family to inform them of the decision.  I subsequently provided 
them with a copy of the terms of reference for Judge Haughton’s scoping exercise and invited 
them to give their views on those terms of reference to Judge Haughton.  

Judge Haughton has met with the family to discuss the terms of reference and to seek their 
input into any amendments which might be required.  In light of his engagement with the fam-
ily, Judge Haughton will report back to me with any proposals to amend the terms of reference.  
Once the terms have been settled and he has commenced his scoping exercise, he is required to 
provide an interim report to me within 8 weeks indicating, inter alia, the expected timeframe for 
completion of the scoping exercise.

As it stands, Judge Haughton is free to make any recommendation he sees fit, including 
the freedom to recommend the establishment of any of the various forms of statutory and non-
statutory inquiry.  If he recommends an inquiry, of whatever type, I have asked him to provide 
me with draft terms of reference. 

As for the time it took GSOC to investigate complaints, that is a matter entirely for GSOC.  
I’m sure the Deputy will appreciate, that the volume and nature of complaints received by 
the Commission in relation to this incident required a thorough investigation in order that the 
outcome would be seen to be fair and reasonable.  I know that it can be frustrating that investi-
gations are not completed as quickly as people would like.   However, our overriding concern 
must be that investigations are comprehensive and conducted to the highest standards. 

It is the case that GSOC had been seeking further staffing resources to handle the volume 
of complaints received.  I’m pleased that late last year GSOC received sanction for all the ad-
ditional personnel resources it had sought.  I am confident that this will result in the timeframe 
for investigations improving going forward.

09/04/2019WRK04900Garda Resources

09/04/2019WRK05000254. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget allocation 
for the maintenance and upgrade of the Garda CCTV system in each of the years 2017 to 2019, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16241/19]

09/04/2019WRK05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been an unprecedented level of investment in Garda resources across the State 
in recent years, including a budgetary allocation of €1.76 billion to An Garda Síochána for 
2019.  Significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána in terms of the 
Garda Fleet, ICT infrastructure and the estate.  

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána and for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of his identified operational demands.  
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Accordingly, decisions in relation to the introduction or extension of Garda CCTV systems are 
a matter for the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, have no role in that regard.

The Deputy will be aware that CCTV systems installed for the purposes of crime prevention 
and as aids to policing in areas to which the general public routinely have access fall into two 
distinct but complementary categories, namely Garda CCTV systems and community-based 
CCTV systems.  Neither type of CCTV system may be established without authorisation by the 
Garda Commissioner under section 38 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, among other require-
ments.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the budget allocation for Garda CCTV sys-
tems for the years requested by the Deputy are as follows:

Year Budget Allocation 
2019 €2,354,000
2018 €2,354,000
2017 €2,354,000

09/04/2019WRL00200Closed-Circuit Television Systems

09/04/2019WRL00300255. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Garda 
CCTV cameras attached to each Garda CCTV camera location; if all of these CCTV cameras 
are fully operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16245/19]

09/04/2019WRL00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been an unprecedented level of investment in Garda resources across the State 
in recent years, including a budgetary allocation of €1.76 billion to An Garda Síochána for 
2019. Significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána in terms of the 
Garda fleet, ICT infrastructure and the estate.  

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána and for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of his identified operational demands. 
Accordingly, decisions in relation to the introduction or extension of Garda CCTV systems are 
a matter for the Garda Commissioner. As Minister, I have no role in that regard.

I have requested the specific information sought by the Deputy from the Commissioner.  I 
will write to the Deputy directly on receipt of same. 

09/04/2019WRL00500Immigration Status

09/04/2019WRL00600256. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and-or expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16257/19]

09/04/2019WRL00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it would appear the per-
son’s presence in the State may be unlawful.  The Deputy will appreciate that, under the rel-
evant provisions of the Immigration Act, 2004, a non-national may not be in the State other than 
within the terms of a permission from the Minister for Justice and Equality.  

In order to allow for a full examination of the person’s circumstances, the person concerned 
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should write to Unit 2, Domestic Residence and Permissions Division, INIS, 13/14 Burgh Quay, 
Dublin 2 and provide a detailed account and documentary evidence of their personal circum-
stances since they entered the State.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

09/04/2019WRL00800Citizenship Applications

09/04/2019WRL00900257. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
a citizenship application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16266/19]

09/04/2019WRL01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to by 
the Deputy is due to be invited to attend the next citizenship ceremony which will take place 
on 29 April 2019 in The Killarney Convention Centre, Gleneagle Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry, 
and to receive his certificate of naturalisation there. That invitation is due to issue in the coming 
week.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

09/04/2019WRL01100Citizenship Applications

09/04/2019WRL01200258. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the length of 
time applications for citizenship are taking to process; if there are delays in relation to same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16267/19]

09/04/2019WRL01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. All applications for a certificate of nat-
uralisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.   

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State but also at European Union as 
well as international level.  It is therefore important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
ensure that the integrity of the regime for granting Irish citizenship through the naturalisation 
process is held in high regard both at home and internationally. 

In general, it takes around 6 months for a standard application to be processed from the date 
it is received to the date a decision is made. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, 
for a broad range of reasons, some cases can take longer than others to process. 
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Processing timescales can be impacted due to incomplete applications having to be re-
turned, further documentation being required from the applicant, or where payment of the re-
quired certificate fee is awaited, or the applicant has not been engaging with INIS.  In certain 
instances delays can arise at the final stage of the naturalisation process, for example, where 
additional information comes to light which requires to be considered.  In other instances the 
applicant themselves may request that a hold be put on their application. 

This is a complex application process which requires a considerable level of detailed sup-
porting documentation and sometimes the input of several government agencies, both within 
and without this jurisdiction. The request and receipt of information from these sources can 
result in delays in processing some applications.

 The INIS Service Improvement Plan 2018-2020 commits the Irish Naturalisation and Im-
migration Service (INIS) of my Department to significant investment in technological develop-
ments including the roll-out of online forms and payments for citizenship applications.  Such 
developments are expected to deliver significant improvements to customer experiences and 
processing timescales. 

The final stage of a naturalisation application requires the applicant to attend at a citizenship 
ceremony.  Citizenship ceremony days take place periodically throughout the year, at which 
up to 3,000 candidates for citizenship make their declaration of fidelity to the Irish nation and 
loyalty to the State, give an undertaking to uphold the laws of the State and to respect its demo-
cratic values and receive their certificate of naturalisation. The date a decision is made on an 
application in relation to when the next available ceremony is due to take place can also impact 
on the length of time between the submission of the application and the applicant becoming an 
Irish citizen.

INIS devotes considerable resources to the processing of these applications. It also oper-
ates a dedicated phone helpline and email helpdesk available for all applicants interested in the 
progress of their application, details of which are available on the INIS website at www.inis.
gov.ie.

09/04/2019WRL01400Road Traffic Offences

09/04/2019WRL01500259. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of vehicles seized from unaccompanied drivers in each month by county since the commence-
ment of the Clancy amendment in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16299/19]

09/04/2019WRL01600260. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of vehicles seized from unaccompanied drivers in each month by Garda division since 22 De-
cember 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16300/19]

09/04/2019WRL01700262. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the Garda 
PULSE system has been updated to allow gardaí to report on vehicles seized from unaccompa-
nied drivers; if not, when this change will be added to PULSE; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16302/19]

09/04/2019WRL01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 259, 260 and 262 together.

The Deputy will appreciate that my Department is not responsible for the administration of 
the PULSE system, or the recording of road traffic enforcement statistics; which are matters for 
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An Garda Síochána. However, to be of assistance, I have asked An Garda Síochána for a report 
in relation the the questions raised.

I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda response.

09/04/2019WRL02000Road Traffic Offences Data

09/04/2019WRL02100261. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of vehicles detained under section 41 of the Road Traffic Act 1994 in 2017, 2018 and to date 
in 2019; the reason for detainment in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16301/19]

09/04/2019WRL02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that my Department is not responsible for road traffic enforcement, which is an operational 
matter for An Garda Síochána. However, to be of assistance, I have asked An Garda Síochána 
for the requested statistics.

I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda response.

Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 259.

09/04/2019WRL02400Garda Resources

09/04/2019WRL02500263. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of times per year that the Garda PULSE system is shut down for updates; the improvements 
planned in this regard; his views in regard to the recording of road safety-related data; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16303/19]

09/04/2019WRL02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been an unprecedented level of investment in An Garda Síochána in recent 
years, in support of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police 
presence throughout the country, including a budgetary allocation to An Garda Síochána for of 
€1.76 billion for 2019.  Significant capital investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána, 
including a total of €342 million being invested in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 
2021 to enable An Garda Síochána to deploy the latest cutting edge technologies.  A total of €46 
million is being invested in the Garda fleet over the same period.

As the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the provision, allocation and manage-
ment of Garda equipment and resources are matters for the Garda Commissioner. As Minister, 
I have no role in these matters.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that PULSE downtime for scheduled system up-
grades typically occurs twice a year, and is completed within the course of the scheduled day. 

I am further informed by the Garda authorities that when scheduled downtime for a PULSE 
release occurs, members of An Garda Síochána are notified and informed when and how long 
the PULSE release will take.  Where an incident occurs during the PULSE release update, 
Garda members will record it on Pulse after the release has been deployed. 

In relation to the recording of road safety data, the Deputy will be aware that the C(T)68 
form is an internal collision report that is generated as a result of information contained on the 
Garda PULSE system. The report serves An Garda Síochána for operational purposes and the 
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Road Safety Authority (RSA) for statistical purposes. The RSA has a statutory remit to collect, 
compile and publish information obtained from the C(T)68 form for national or international 
planning, policy research and development, monitoring and reporting purposes. The operation 
and administration of form C(T)68 is reviewed on an ongoing basis by An Garda Síochána.

Finally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that An Garda Síochána is currently developing a 
new Digital Strategy, taking account of the recommendations of the Report of the Commission 
on the Future of Policing in Ireland and that the future of the PULSE system will be one of the 
elements addressed in this strategy.  

09/04/2019WRL02700Parental Leave

09/04/2019WRL02800264. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of the two extra weeks parental leave for parents in the first year of a child’s life announced in 
budget 2019; when the legislation to enact this measure will be published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16341/19]

09/04/2019WRL02900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Deputy will be aware that as part of Budget 2019,  the Government announced the intro-
duction of a new social insurance-based paid parental benefit scheme.  This new scheme will 
support parents during the first year of the child’s life by providing two weeks of paid leave 
to both parents, and will allow parents more flexibility in achieving and managing a work life 
balance. 

It is envisaged that the scheme will commence in late 2019 and will be available to parents 
in respect all children born on or after the date of its implementation. 

The conditions of eligibility for the scheme will be provided for in legislation which is cur-
rently being developed by my Department, in cooperation with the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection.

I can advise the Deputy that work is well advanced on the General Scheme of legislative 
proposals to implement the new scheme, and these proposals will be brought to Government 
for approval shortly.

09/04/2019WRL03000Garda Civilian Staff

09/04/2019WRL03100265. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which crime scene investigator posts within An Garda Síochána are being filled by civilians; 
his views on whether such civilianisation is appropriate in view of the legal powers required 
and nature of the work involved as a crime scene investigator; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16345/19]

09/04/2019WRL03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who has responsibility to manage and control generally 
the administration and business of An Garda Síochána including where Gardaí are deployed.

The 2014 Garda Inspectorate Report on Crime Investigation notes, in relation to forensic 
Crime Scene Examiners (CSEs),that in most other police services the function of crime scene 
examination is carried out by non-sworn police support staff.  The Garda Inspectorate’s 2015 
report ‘Changing Policing in Ireland’ further highlighted  the role of civilian support staff in 
providing forensic and scenes of crime support to sworn police officers in other countries such 
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as the United States and in United Kingdom police services, including the PSNI. The report 
recommended that the forensic functions of the Garda Technical Bureau be divested to Forensic 
Science Ireland. This recommendation was accepted by Government and responsibility for the 
forensic services is now being transferred to Forensic Science Ireland, where a mix of civilian 
scientists and experienced Garda members will provide such services. The scenes of crime ser-
vices will also progress towards civilianisation, with care being taken to ensure at all times that 
the personnel involved have the experience and qualifications required to provide a service to 
the best international standards. 

The Government supports the Garda Commissioner in his proposals to redeploy Garda 
Members to front line duties.  This approach is very much in line with the Report of the Com-
mission for the Future of Policing in Ireland which was approved by Government in Decem-
ber.   Civilianisation of roles and redeployment are among the key projects  being progressed 
in 2019 in the Implementation Plan which I published in December - A Policing Service for the 
Future - and I am confident the full realisation of these projects will deliver a better policing 
service to the public. 

09/04/2019WRL03300Visa Applications

09/04/2019WRL03400266. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an 
appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16392/19]

09/04/2019WRL03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that visa appeals were re-
ceived in the Visa Office in Dublin on 26 February, 2019.

Appeals are processed in the chronological order in which they are received.  While every 
effort is made to process applications as soon as possible, processing times will vary having 
regard to  the volume of appeals received, the resources available to process them and the 
complexity of the application and subsequent appeal.  Processing times may also vary where 
a detailed assessment of family rights under the Constitution and the European Convention on 
Human Rights is required.  In the circumstances, therefore, I cannot at this time give a definitive 
date as to when these particular appeals will be finalised.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

09/04/2019WRL03600Legislative Programme

09/04/2019WRL03700267. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he 
expects to introduce the Gender Pay Gap Information Bill. [16399/19]

09/04/2019WRL03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Gender Pay Gap 
Information Bill 2019 was initiated and published yesterday, 8 April, 2019. The Bill is avail-
able from Government Publications and on the Oireachtas website at the following link: https://
www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2019/30/. A date to is currently awaited for Dáil second stage.  
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09/04/2019WRL03900Legislative Programme

09/04/2019WRL04000268. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when he 
expects to introduce the redress for women resident in certain institutions (amendment) Bill. 
[16400/19]

09/04/2019WRL04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the Dep-
uty that this Bill is a priority for me and the Government.  The Redress for Women in Certain 
Institutions (Amendment) Bill is listed as a priority for publication in the Government legisla-
tive programme for the summer session.

09/04/2019WRL04200International Time Zones

09/04/2019WRL04300269. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
move Ireland to permanent summer time in 2021; the consultations which may take place na-
tionally on this matter and with the UK to ensure a common time zone on the islands of Ireland 
and Great Britain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16425/19]

09/04/2019WRL04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Following an EU wide 
consultation last year, the EU Commission published a proposal to abolish the twice-yearly 
clock change.  Member States are being asked if they are in favour of ending the seasonal clock 
changes and whether they wish to stay on “summer” or “winter” time.  Under the current ver-
sion of the proposal, the practice of a twice-yearly clock change would cease from 2021. 

Discussions with Members States on the proposal are on-going via the Transport, Telecom-
munications and Energy (TTE) Council.  Ireland is one of a large number of Member States 
which has said that more time is needed to consider the proposal, and in order that Member 
States can allow for coordination with neighbouring countries. 

In this regard, my Department ran a public consultation process on the proposal to end 
seasonal clock changes.  A report on the consultation exercise is being prepared and will be 
considered by an Interdepartmental Steering Group which my Department chairs.  I intend to 
present the Group’s report to Government shortly.  Following on from this, more details of the 
consultation exercise and its outcome will be published on the Department’s website. 

My Department is in contact with UK officials in respect of the impacts of this proposal.  
Ireland’s position at all times has been that any measure which resulted in differing time zones 
between Ireland and the UK would present particular challenges for the island of Ireland.  The  
position adopted by Ireland on the proposal will be informed by this important consideration. 

09/04/2019WRL04500Crime Prevention

09/04/2019WRL04600270. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the grants avail-
able for neighbourhood watch groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16448/19]

09/04/2019WRL04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can inform the Deputy 
that my Department does not provide direct funding towards the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

However, at the National Ploughing Championships last September, I announced details of 
the 2018 Text Alert Rebate Scheme, which was available to over 1,000 local groups registered 
under the Garda Text Alert Scheme, including many Community Alert and Neighbourhood 
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Watch Groups.  My Department committed in the region of €150,000 to local communities 
who wish to apply for a rebate towards the costs associated with running their local Text Alert 
Scheme, which is administered by Muintir na Tíre. This is a continuation of the annual fund-
ing made available by my Department for the Text Alert Rebate scheme in 2016 (€100,000) and 
2017 (€150,000).

More generally, I can advise the Deputy that my Department has for many years provided 
funding to Muintir Na Tíre for the employment and associated costs of the national Com-
munity Alert Programme, including the employment of regional Development Officers. These 
Development Officers, operating in Muintir Na Tíre, provide support to Community and Text 
Alert schemes and offer advice on how to establish new schemes. 

09/04/2019WRL04800Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

09/04/2019WRL04900271. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the 
online booking system for appointments at the INIS Burgh Quay immigration office, Dublin 2; 
if his attention has been drawn to the waiting lists and extreme difficulty the public faces when 
attempting to book an emergency appointment online for the office; his plans to overhaul the 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16500/19]

09/04/2019WRL05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As outlined in responses 
to previous parliamentary questions, the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of 
my Department became aware in September 2018 of customers  experiencing difficulties book-
ing registration appointments.  Some of these difficulties had arisen because third party agents 
had been able to secure multiple appointments through the use of automatic software. 

A set of software fixes was introduced in mid-September 2018 to prevent this abuse of the 
system.  As far as can be determined, this software update has been successful in preventing the 
block booking of appointments by third party agents.  The system is being regularly monitored 
in this regard. 

I am advised that INIS is currently developing a replacement online appointments system 
which will be operational later this year, and which is being designed to continue to prevent the 
block-booking of appointments. 

INIS is also aware that some third party agents continue to book individual appointments 
with information supplied to them by customers. INIS strongly advises our customers not to 
provide sensitive personal data to these unregulated agents.  

I understand from INIS that there is high demand for registrations, and INIS has been given 
additional resources to meet this demand.  INIS issued 25,431 registrations in the first quarter 
of 2019, an increase of 37% on the first quarter in 2018.

As part of the INIS Service Improvement Plan 2018-2020, a number of other options are 
also being considered with a view to improving customer service and efficiency as well as 
meeting the growing demand for registration in Ireland.

09/04/2019WRL05100Waste Disposal

09/04/2019WRL05200272. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
fines for breaches of the Waste Management Act 1996 issued to persons for the use of non-
registered waste disposal services in each of the years 2016 to 2018, in tabular form; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [16540/19]

09/04/2019WRL05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had inquiries made and I can in-
dicate that, following the provision of additional information by the Deputy, the Courts Service 
is further examining the matter and will contact the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRM00200Witness Intimidation

09/04/2019WRM00300273. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question Nos. 217 and 219 of 2 April 2019, the reason the information sought is not readily 
available in view of the fact that such information was produced in response to Parliamentary 
Question No. 35 of 23 June 2011. [16565/19]

09/04/2019WRM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As outlined in my recent 
response to the Deputy, the information being sought about numbers of prosecutions relating 
to jurors or witness intimidation is not available within my Department.  

The Deputy will appreciate that the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statisti-
cal agency, is responsible for the compilation and publication of the recorded crime statistics in 
Ireland.  However, this function does not extend to the collection of prosecution data, which is 
a matter for the Director of Public Prosecution. That Office operates independently of me and 
my Department.   

However, in the absence of any official statistics, and as indicated in my previous re-
ply, I have requested a report from the Garda authorities regarding proceedings taken for the 
offence in question and I will contact the Deputy directly once these figures are to hand.  

Notwithstanding the above, if a member of the public has any concerns in relation to the 
intimidation of jurors or witnesses, I would strongly encourage them to contact An Garda Sío-
chána as soon as possible. I can assure the Deputy that Gardaí will be on hand to provide ap-
propriate advice about how best to proceed in those circumstances. Alternatively, Gardaí can 
be contacted by using the Garda Confidential Line, Tel: 1800 666 111. The Garda Confidential 
Line provides a ready means of reporting crimes to Gardaí anonymously.

09/04/2019WRM00500Prison Service Data

09/04/2019WRM00600274. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 102 of 21 February 2019, when a reply will be issued. [16625/19]

09/04/2019WRM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A reply to the Deputy’s 
Parliamentary Question No. 102 of 21 February 2019 issued on 8 April. The substance of the re-
ply is repeated below for the sake of clarity. In my original response I had indicated that the 
information requested was not recorded centrally and that I had asked my officials in the Irish 
Prison Service to examine relevant information collated at Governor level, with a view to mak-
ing further information available to the Deputy. 

The table below reflects the number of times Gardaí were called or requested to attend a 
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prison for assaults and other offences which were considered a criminal matter. As there is cur-
rently no central register to record the requested information, it is not possible to quantify with 
absolute certainty the accuracy of these records.

Establish-
ment

2016 2017 2018 2019 to date Total

Shelton Ab-
bey

Nil Nil 1 Nil 1

Loughan 
House

1 Nil 1 Nil  2

Cloverhill 24 33 88 11 156 
Midlands 25 37 34 10 106 
Arbour Hill Nil Nil Nil Nil  Nil 
Mountjoy 
(Male)

131 118 126 17  392

Castlerea 102 89 73 11 275
Wheatfield 31 77 179 13 300 
Cork 28 72 55 1  156
Mountjoy 
(Female) 
Prison

17 2 9 5 33

Limerick 35 29 42 15 121 
Portlaoise 27 45 39 4  115
Under Statutory Instrument no 11 of 2013 (amendment to the Prison Rules), prisons are 

obliged to collate the reporting of complaints of a criminal offence (Rule 57A) to the Gardaí and 
I am informed by the Director General of the Irish Prison Service that an instruction has been 
issued to all Governors reminding them of their obligations. 

09/04/2019WRM00800Garda Data

09/04/2019WRM00900275. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
and community police stationed at Blanchardstown Garda station, Dublin 15; the comparable 
figures for each of the past eight years; the number of gardaí that have retired from the station; 
the number of retired gardaí that have yet to be replaced at the station; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16627/19]

09/04/2019WRM01000276. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of senior 
gardaí allocated to community policing duties in Blanchardstown Garda station, Dublin 15 at 
present and for each of the past eight years; the number of gardaí with the rank of sergeant, in-
spector, chief inspector and superintendent that have been allocated specifically to community 
policing duties for each of the past eight years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16628/19]

09/04/2019WRM01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 275 and 276 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the dis-
tribution of resources, including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that 
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the optimum use is made of these resources. 

The Garda strength of the DMR West Division, including Blanchardstown Garda Sta-
tion, from 2009 to 28 February 2019 as provided by the Garda Commissioner is available on 
my Department’s website through the following link.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána as it recognises that every com-
munity, either urban or rural, has its own concerns and expectations. The role of a community 
Garda is not a specialist role in An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí have a 
role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties. The official categorisation of 
Community Garda simply refers to those who are exclusively assigned to building relationships 
with local communities and civil society including giving talks to schools, community groups 
and others. It is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the optimum 
distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her having regard to the profile 
of the area and its specific needs.

The information in relation to the Community Garda Strength by rank  in Blanchardstown 
Garda Station and the overall strength on  the 28 February 2019, the latest date for which figures 
are currently available, as supplied by  the Garda Commissioner are as set out in the attached 
table.  

In relation to retirements, the following table outlines the number of members who retired 
from Blanchardstown Garda station in each year since 2011, as of the 5th   April, 2019. Retire-
ments include Voluntary, Compulsory and Cost Neutral Early Retirement. I can assure the Dep-
uty that  departures are kept under continuous review and the level of recruitment is adjusted as 
necessary in order to maintain the desired strength. 

Year No.
2011 3
2012 4
2013 3
2014 2
2015 1
2016 1
2017 0
2018 0
2019 0
Total 14
I am informed by the Commissioner, that in regard to the deployment of Garda personnel, 

a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors including population, 
crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. Where a deficiency in 
resources is identified the matter is considered fully and addressed accordingly.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link below

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

COMMUNITY GARDAÍ BLANCHARDSTOWN GARDA STATION

YEAR INSPECTOR SERGEANT GARDA TOTAL
2011 2 22 24
2012 2 18 20
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YEAR INSPECTOR SERGEANT GARDA TOTAL
2013 2 14 16
2014 1 14 15
2015 1 12 13
2016 1 10 11
2017 0 15 15
2018 1 13 14
2019* 1 12 13
*As of 28 February 2019 

OVERALL COMMUNITY GARDAÍ STRENGTH 2011 -2019*

YEAR INSPECTOR SERGEANT GARDA TOTAL
2011 5 125 982 1112
2012 2 117 915 1034
2013 2 110 827 939
2014 2 89 761 852
2015 5 84 718 807
2016 4 78 636 718
2017 4 67 605 676
2018 6 79 610 695
2019* 9 83 618 710
*As of 28 February 2019 

Total  : means all those Gardaí at a station all of whom have community policing as an in-
herent part of their role. 

Community Gardaí  : are those with the official categorisation and are exclusively as-
signed to building relationships with local communities including giving talks to schools, com-
munity groups and others. 

09/04/2019WRM01300Commencement of Legislation

09/04/2019WRM01400277. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the As-
sisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 will be commenced; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16720/19]

09/04/2019WRM01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-mak-
ing by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015 
but has not yet been fully commenced.  New administrative processes and support measures, 
including the setting up of the Decision Support Service within the Mental Health Commission 
(a body under the Department of Health), must be put in place before the substantive provisions 
of the Act can be commenced.    

A number of provisions of the 2015 Act were commenced in October 2016 in order to prog-
ress the setting up of the Decision Support Service. The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provisions) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 515 of 2016), brought 
Part 1 (Preliminary and General) and Part 9 (Director of the Decision Support Service) of the 
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Act, other than sections 3, 4 and 7 in Part 1 and sections 96 and 102 and Chapter 3 in Part 9, into 
operation on 17 October 2016. These provisions were brought into operation in order to enable 
the recruitment of the Director of the Decision Support Service.   

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives, is a matter for the Minister for Health.  The Minister for Health, 
under the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provi-
sions) (No. 2) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 517 of 2016), brought some provisions of Part 8 of the Act 
into operation on 17 October 2016. The provisions commenced in Part 8 were the definition 
of “Minister” in section 82; the definitions of “code of practice” and “working group” in sec-
tion 91(1); and section 91(2).  The commenced provisions provide for the establishment by the 
Minister for Health of a multi-disciplinary group to make recommendations to the Director of 
the Decision Support Service in relation to codes of practice on advance healthcare directives.   

The Minister for Health commenced the remainder of section 91 on 17 December 2018 (S.I. 
No. 527 of 2018) to enable the Director of the Decision Support Service to progress preparation 
of the codes of practice.    

A high-level Steering Group comprised of senior officials from the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the Department of Health, the Mental Health Commission and the Courts Service, 
together with the Director of the Decision Support Service, is overseeing the establishment and 
commissioning of the Decision Support Service and this work is ongoing. The key preparations 
are being put in place under the oversight of the Steering Group to allow for further commence-
ment orders for the provisions of the 2015 Act to be made when the Decision Support Service 
is ready to roll out the new decision-making support options.   

The Decision Support Service is not yet operational but every effort is underway to ensure 
that the Decision Support Service has all necessary capacity to open for business as soon as 
possible.  While the Decision Support Service has been working towards being operational and 
ready for the commencement of the main provisions of the Act in 2020, the situation is being 
kept under review as the preparatory work on implementation moves forward.   

The 2019 Revised Estimates Volume provides for an allocation of €3.5 million in the Justice 
and Equality Vote for the establishment of the Decision Support Service. 

09/04/2019WRM01600Interdepartmental Working Groups

09/04/2019WRM01700278. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 229 of 2 April 2019, the number of cases (details supplied) to which the 
State is a notice party and has been a notice party since 2012; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16723/19]

09/04/2019WRM01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): For the purposes of clar-
ity, the cases to which the Deputy refers are family law cases arising where children are born 
as a result of surrogacy arrangements entered into outside the state, previously referred to in 
Parliamentary Question No. 229 of 2 April 2019. 

 The Attorney General is the notice party to the cases referred to in my answer to that ques-
tion, and these cases are managed on behalf of the Attorney General by the Office of the Chief 
State Solicitor. The Minister for Justice and Equality is not named as a notice party to these 
cases. My Department’s involvement in these cases relates to having responsibility for the Sta-
tus of Children Act 1987 pursuant to which applications for declarations of parentage are made.  
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The Deputy will appreciate that I cannot provide accurate details on a year by year basis of 
cases to which the State is a notice party, as the CSSO does not fall within my remit. My De-
partment will not know at any given time the exact numbers of cases which the CSSO has on 
hands, as it can take some time for papers to be forwarded to this Department and other relevant 
Departments by the CSSO. It may also take some time for my Department to be informed when 
cases have been finalised. 

Since 2012, my Department has been notified of proceedings in relation to a total of 108 
cases of the type referred to by the Deputy, 76 of which are now finalised. Some of these cases 
involved multiple births which were dealt with in one set of proceedings. 

09/04/2019WRM01900Garda Deployment

09/04/2019WRM02000279. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of gardaí of each rank including community gardaí attached to stations (details sup-
plied). [16725/19]

09/04/2019WRM02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel and I, as 
Minister, have no direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution under 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities to ensure optimum use is made of 
the resources.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána as it recognises that every com-
munity, either urban or rural, has its own concerns and expectations. The role of a community 
Garda is not a specialist role in An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí have a 
role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties. The official categorisation of 
Community Garda simply refers to those who are exclusively assigned to building relationships 
with local communities and civil society including giving talks to schools, community groups 
and others. It is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the optimum 
distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her having regard to the profile 
of the area and its specific needs. 

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the Community Garda Strength 
in the Cork City Division  as of the 28 February 2019 the latest date for which figures are cur-
rently available, as supplied by  the Garda Commissioner are as set out in the attached table.

The Garda strength by rank of the Cork City Division from 2009 to 28 February 2019 as 
provided by the Garda Commissioner is available on my Department’s website through the fol-
lowing link.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures 

CORK CITY  STRENGTH PRESENTED   28 FEBRUARY 2019

Station TOTAL Of whom are Community 
Gardaí

BLACKROCK            20 1
BISHOPSTOWN          21 1
CARRIGALINE          20 1
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Station TOTAL Of whom are Community 
Gardaí

CROSSHAVEN           1 0
DOUGLAS              22 2
PASSAGE WEST         3 0
TOGHER               60 1

09/04/2019WRM02200Garda Deployment

09/04/2019WRM02300280. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of core unit gardaí of each rank attached to the Anglesea Street Garda station that are 
only attached to the sub-district for the area and are not responsible for other duties in the dis-
trict as a whole; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16726/19]

09/04/2019WRM02400281. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
number of community gardaí attached to the Anglesea Street sub-district. [16727/19]

09/04/2019WRM02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 280 and 281 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution 
of personnel and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps 
this distribution under review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities to ensure 
optimum use is made of the resources. I am informed by the Commissioner that with regard to 
the deployment of Garda personnel, a distribution model is used which takes into account all 
relevant factors including population, crime trends and the policing needs of each individual 
Garda Division. It is the responsibility of the Divisional Officer to allocate personnel within his/
her Division.

All Garda members assigned to a Division are available to the Divisional Officer for opera-
tional duties if required. In addition, as the Deputy will appreciate, in order to deliver an effec-
tive policing service, it is essential that Garda management have the flexibility to deploy Garda 
resources to meet operational policing needs and address critical issues as they arise. For this 
reason, the number of Gardaí available in any one Garda station on a particular day is subject 
to the operational requirements of the overall Division.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána as it recognises that every com-
munity, either urban or rural, has its own concerns and expectations. The role of a community 
Garda is not a specialist role in An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí have a 
role to play in community policing while carrying out their duties. The official categorisation of 
Community Garda simply refers to those who are exclusively assigned to building relationships 
with local communities and civil society including giving talks to schools, community groups 
and others. It is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the optimum 
distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her having regard to the profile 
of the area and its specific needs.

The Garda strength by rank of the Cork City Division, including Anglesea Street Station, 
from 2009 to 28 February 2019 as provided by the Garda Commissioner is available on my 
Department’s website through the following link.

The information in relation to the Community Garda Strength in Anglesea Street Garda Sta-
tion as on 28 February 2019, the latest date for which figures are currently available, as supplied 
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by  the Garda Commissioner are as set out in the attached table. 

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link below:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

Garda Strength Presented – Community 

Station Anglesea Street
Year Community Gardaí Total
2019* 5 310
*As of 28 February 2019

Total:   means all those Gardaí at a station all of whom have community policing as an 
inherent part of their role.

Community Gardaí: are those with the official categorisation and are exclusively assigned 
to building relationships with local communities including giving talks to schools, community 
groups and others.

09/04/2019WRM02700Garda Youth Diversion Projects

09/04/2019WRM02800282. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
funding and staff attached to each Garda youth diversion project in County Cork; the location 
of each; and his plans to expand upon these services. [16729/19]

09/04/2019WRM02900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The attached table details the position in relation to staffing and funding of Garda Youth Diver-
sion Projects (GYDPs) in Cork for the year 2019.

 In relation to the broader development of these services, my Department is pursuing an Ac-
tion Research Project (ARP), supported by the Research Evidence into Policy Programmes 
and Practice project (REPPP) in the University of Limerick, and involving some 15 selected 
GYDPs. The intention is to move beyond the testimonial and anecdotal evidence we have that 
projects work well and provide a good service, to capture precisely what specific interventions 
work best, document this evidence, and roll out learning across all the projects over a period of 
years.  The actions will include:

- examination of what makes for a successful relationship between a young participant and 
a Youth Justice Worker (success being understood as facilitation of real change in the young 
person’s attitudes and life that would not otherwise happen);

- articulating the contribution that a GYDP makes in tackling crime in a community; and

- assessment of the contribution that ‘up-stream’ agencies and interventions can make to 
crime reduction and making appropriate recommendations.

At present, there are some 106 GYDPs operating around the country, catering for approxi-
mately 4,000 young people every year. In general, the location of projects is linked to local 
needs and the levels of youth crime. The existing network of GYDPs has developed organically 
over three decades and I am committed to ensuring that it continues to develop so that every 
young person has access to these very valuable programmes, and that they are delivered to the 
highest standard possible.
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Furthermore, I am chairing an expert Steering Group to guide the development of a 
new Youth Justice Strategy. One of the areas the group will look at is Diversion away from the 
Justice System. This will include the Garda Youth Diversion Programme and the GYDPs which 
act to support it. 

All of this work will help to further develop and enhance, over time and as resources allow, 
the approach to the location of new projects, in Co. Cork and elsewhere, within the overarching 
objective that all young people in need of such a service have access to a project in their area.

Garda Division Project Name Amount of funding 
allocated 

Number of Youth 
Justice Workers Em-
ployed

CORK CITY Ballincollig Action 
Project

€143,208 2

Douglas West €128,575 2
FAYRE €111,259 2
GAP €177,641 3
HERON €103,667 2
Knocknaheeney/Hol-
lyhill

€107,011 2

MAY €103,729 2
TACT €115,955 2
Total €991,045 17
Feabhas €109,381 2
Mallow €112,168 2

CORK NORTH Mobile Diversion €220,643 2
Youghal €122,321 2
Total €564,513 8

CORK WEST Bandon Youth €172,354 3
Total €172,354 3

Cork County Total €1,727,912 28

09/04/2019WRM03000Garda Data

09/04/2019WRM03100283. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the ratio 
of gardaí to the population in each Garda district. [16731/19]

09/04/2019WRM03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution of personnel and I, as 
Minister, have no direct role in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution under 
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities to ensure optimum use is made of 
the resources.

I am advised by the Commissioner that recent census data is currently being incorporated 
into the personnel allocation model. I understand that Census information received on a specific 
county format is amended by the Garda Síochána Analysis Service to reflect Garda Divisional 
boundaries. However, it should be noted that ratios such as the number of Garda per head of 
population are not an appropriate tool to use when considering the allocation of Garda resources 
as they fail to take account of, among other things, the fact that crime levels and types can vary 
significantly among communities of similar population size. The information requested by the 
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Deputy in relation to the population to Garda and station ratio is not readily available in my De-
partment as the recording of the population by area is a matter for the Central Statistics Office.

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, almost 2,600 Garda recruits 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide. The Government remains committed to 
the recruitment of additional Gardaí and accordingly has increased the budget for An Garda 
Síochána to €1.76 billion for 2019, which includes provision for the recruitment of up to 800 
Gardaí this year. The Commissioner has now informed me that he plans to recruit a total of 600 
trainee Gardaí in 2019 and 600 Garda Civilian Staff.  This Garda Staff recruitment will allow 
the Commissioner to redeploy a further 500 fully trained Gardaí from administrative duties to 
frontline policing in 2019.  

I believe that the redeployment of this large number of experienced officers into the field, 
along with the new recruits, will be really beneficial in terms of protecting communities. This 
and on-going recruitment will clearly provide the Commissioner with the resources needed to 
deploy increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a visible effective and responsive policing ser-
vice to communities across all Garda Divisions.

09/04/2019WRM03300Closed-Circuit Television Systems Provision

09/04/2019WRM03400284. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he 
has received an application from Carrigaline, County Cork for support under community CCTV 
schemes; if so, the consideration given to same; and the status of the application. [16733/19]

09/04/2019WRM03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that CCTV systems installed for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to policing in ar-
eas to which the general public routinely have access fall into two distinct but complementary 
categories, namely Garda CCTV systems and community-based CCTV systems. 

Community CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the 
Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI No 289 of 2006). This legal framework requires that 
any proposed community CCTV scheme must:

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner, and

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data controller.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded.

The Programme for a Partnership Government commits to supporting investment in CCTV 
systems. In furtherance of this commitment, a grant-aid scheme to assist groups in the estab-
lishment of community-based CCTV systems in their local areas is being administered by my 
Department. Eligible groups, including community groups and local authorities, can apply for 
grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum 
total of €40,000.

There have to date been 28 applications to the scheme. 20 applications have been approved, 
involving grant aid totalling more than €500,000.  

I can confirm that my Department has to date not received any application for funding for 
community CCTV in Carrigaline, County Cork.
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I am keen to ensure that all interested groups, in both rural and urban areas, have the op-
portunity to take advantage of the availability of the grant aid scheme.  If the Deputy is aware 
of groups wishing to avail of the scheme, further details are available to download from my 
Department’s website - www.justice.ie and support and guidance is available to help interested 
groups through a dedicated email address communitycctv@justice.ie.

09/04/2019WRM03600Garda Station Opening Hours

09/04/2019WRM03700285. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
hours Carrigaline Garda station is meant to be open; if the station has regularly opened for these 
hours; the number of gardaí attached to the station; the number of gardaí from the station on 
leave; the number of those that have been replaced; and the number of days the station opened 
in 2018 and to date in 2019. [16734/19]

09/04/2019WRM03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been an un-
precedented level of investment in Garda resources across the State in recent years. The alloca-
tion to An Garda Síochána for 2019 amounts to €1.76 billion and significant capital investment 
is also being made in An Garda Síochána including €342 million being invested in Garda ICT 
infrastructure between 2016 and 2021 and €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the ef-
fective and efficient use of resources available to An Garda Síochána. This includes responsibil-
ity for matters including the opening hours of Garda stations and the allocation of personnel.  As 
Minister, I have no role in such matters.  I am assured however that Garda management keeps 
the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities so as to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that Carrigaline Garda station is open from 14:00 
to 20:00 Monday to Thursday and, subject to the availability of personnel, from 17:00 to 20:00 
Friday and Saturday. The station is closed on Sunday.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the station was open for various hours on a total 
of 229 days in 2018.  I am further informed that to date in 2019, the station has opened for vari-
ous hours on 65 days.

As with all Garda stations which are not open to the public on a full time basis, during pe-
riods of closure, telephone calls to that station are automatically routed to the nearest 24 hour 
station in the District.  In cases of emergency, any person can also call the 999 or 112 emergency 
service for an urgent Garda response.

I am informed by the Commissioner that with regard to the deployment of Garda personnel, 
a distribution model is used which takes into account all relevant factors including population, 
crime trends and the policing needs of each individual Garda Division. Where a deficiency in 
resources is identified, the matter is considered and addressed accordingly.

Finally, I am informed that Carrigaline Garda station is in the Togher Garda District which 
forms part of the Cork City Division. I am informed that  the strength of the Cork City Division 
was 707 on 31 March 2019, with 20 Gardaí attached to Carrigaline Garda Station.  There are 
also 37 Garda Reserves attached to Cork City Division.  

Question No. 286 answered with Question No. 247.
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09/04/2019WRM04000Visa Applications

09/04/2019WRM04100287. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to 
tackle the issue of high costs for visa processing for family members of Irish citizens who wish 
to visit Irish family members here and particularly those costs associated with cases in which 
applicants have previously visited for similar reasons; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16762/19]

09/04/2019WRM04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that the fees applicable are administrative fees set to cover the cost of processing a visa 
application.  The current fee for a short stay visa is €60 for a single journey visa and €100 for 
a multiple journey visa.  

The fee is classified as a diplomatic and consular fee and is therefore set by my colleague, 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade.  No increase in visa fees has been applied since 
2004. 

Each visa application is considered on its own merits and in accordance with the require-
ments for the particular visa type applied for at the time of application.  As a person’s cir-
cumstances may change from the time of one application to another, it is necessary for a Visa 
Officer to be satisfied that approval or not is given having regard to the particular individual cir-
cumstances pertinent at the time.  However, a multiple entry visa may also be applied for once 
the applicant has established a travel history to Ireland or to other EU countries.  The multiple 
entry visa will allow a person to make a number of short trips to Ireland within the period of 
validity of the visa which is generally two years for tourist or family visit types of application.

More generally, the Irish visa system is intended to be self-financing and the revenue gener-
ated is significant in ensuring this is case.  In the circumstances, I consider this a reasonable fee 
which compares favourably with the equivalent fee internationally.  

Comprehensive guidelines on visa applications including applicable fees are available on 
the website of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service at www.inis.gov.ie.

09/04/2019WRM04300Brexit Supports

09/04/2019WRM04400288. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applicants and participants in Brexit schemes and supports provided by her Depart-
ment or agencies under her remit in tabular form; and the amount allocated and expended to 
each such scheme in each year since being established. [16036/19]

09/04/2019WRM04500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Brex-
it represents a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland, which cannot be underestimated. 
That’s why my Department started developing supports for businesses from the time when 
Brexit first became a possibility. Government’s priority is to ensure that businesses around the 
country can manage risks and avail of any opportunities. This has informed the range of advi-
sory and financial supports that are in place. 

My Department’s total exchequer allocation increased by 9.1% year on year, up from €871m 
to €950.2m. This is made up of a record €620m in capital and €330.2m in current funding, 
which includes an increase of €65m in capital – up 11.7% on last year’s allocation of €555m; 
and, an increase of €14.2m in current – almost 4.5% more than our 2018 allocation of €316m.

I allocated an extra €5m to the 31 Local Enterprise Offices [LEOs], up 22% on 2018, which 
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have a presence in every county, to support start-ups and growth and, in particular, to support 
businesses to prepare for Brexit. The LEOs will work with the broad range of small and micro 
indigenous enterprises across sectors to ensure that they are informed and have plans in place 
to manage the new trading relationships on the island and with the UK more generally. This 
includes a new customs training programme for all businesses, exporters and importers, rolled 
out in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland.

I was also pleased to announce an additional capital allocation of €2.75m to Enterprise Ire-
land to start developing regional innovation and technology clusters with Institutes of Technol-
ogy right across the country, positioning them as drivers of world-class start-ups and growth 
enterprises and helping businesses adjust to market changes, including Brexit.

Through Enterprise Ireland, I also doubled funding for the Online Retail Pilot Scheme to 
€1.25m in 2019, which will support SMEs in the retail sector to have a stronger online presence 
and find new markets. This new Scheme follows through on my commitment to increase the 
scale and internationalisation of indigenous enterprise; increase productivity in high-employ-
ment sectors; and encourage Brexit readiness. I announced the first 11 successful applicants on 
Friday 1st March last and there will be a further call for proposals this year.  In addition, Enter-
prise Ireland invested €74 million in Brexit impacted businesses in 2018. 

Funding to InterTradeIreland has been increased by 18% and they, along with the LEOs, 
are offering a range of Brexit-focused supports to companies, including those engaged in cross-
border trade with Northern Ireland. 

The Brexit Loan Scheme, using a combination of Irish Exchequer and EU guarantees, lever-
ages up to €300 million of lending at a maximum interest rate 4% at a cost to the Exchequer of 
€23 million - €14 million provided by my Department and €9 million provided by Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme, announced in Budget 2019, will be open for applications 
through the SBCI online portal from 17 April. The scheme will provide a longer-term facility, 
8 to 10 years, of up to €300m to support strategic capital investment for a post-Brexit environ-
ment by business at competitive rates.   This Scheme is jointly funded by the Department of 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation (€37 million) and the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine (€25 million) at a total cost to the Exchequer of €62 million over a five year period.

The first table attached sets out the respective exchequer increases in allocations to ITI, EI, 
IDA and the LEOs between 2018 and 2019 and the cost/expenditure of the supports available. 
Whilst these increases are not all due to Brexit, they are mainly provided to assist the enterprise 
agencies in their responses to the challenges posed by Brexit.

The second table attached sets out the uptake of the different Brexit-related supports avail-
able through the Department and its agencies as at 25 March 2019. 

   Scheme   Expenditure/Cost
Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant €258,024 to beginning of March
Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI   clients to research new   
markets

€362,919 to beginning of March

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund - 
Gives rapid fast-track   access to innovation 
funding

€569,033 to beginning of March

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics €237,801 to beginning of March
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   Scheme   Expenditure/Cost
Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding   the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to   help clients address 
weaknesses and improve resilience

€380,000 to end of January

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to assist EI clients to hire a 
strategic consultant for a set period

€1,324,730 to beginning of March

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro – 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients.

2017 Expenditure€188,8291 Jan to 30 Sept 
2018 Expenditure€365,744

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was   developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

2017 Expenditure€529,9221 Jan to 30 Sept 
2018 Expenditure€518,411

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring There isn’t a specific budget allocation for 
LEO Brexit mentoring. It is included in the 
LEOs overall Measure 2 allocation. 

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

2017 Expenditure€85,5091 Jan to 30 Sept 
2018 Expenditure€57,855

InterTradeIreland Brexit Start to Plan 
Vouchers

ITI offers 100% financial support up to 
£2000/€2250 (inclusive of VAT) towards 
professional advice in relation to Brexit 
matters.

Pilot Online Retail Scheme administered by 
Enteprise Ireland

Eleven retailers were awarded funding in 
March 2019 as part of the new €1.25m 
fund, with €625,000 available under the first 
competitive call to support retail businesses 
to strengthen their online offering. 

IDA total allocation (current and capital) for 2019 increased by €33.7 million when 
compared with 2018.

Enterprise Ireland total allocation (current and capital) for 2019 increased by €6.8 
million when compared with 2018.

LEOs total allocation (current and capital) for 2019 increased by €5 million when 
compared with 2018.

ITI total allocation (current and capital) for 2019 increased by €1 million when com-
pared with 2018

Brexit preparedness supports - uptake of 
available schemesScheme

Uptake (8 April 2019)

Brexit Loan Scheme 567 applications received, 511 approved by 
SBCI, 105 Loans progressed to sanction at 
bank level to a value of €23.691 million.
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Brexit preparedness supports - uptake of 
available schemesScheme

Uptake (8 April 2019)

(Uptake as of 8 April 2019)
Enterprise Ireland Brexit Scorecard - online 
platform for Irish companies to self-assess 
their exposure to Brexit 

5,113 Brexit Scorecards have been com-
pleted. 992 LEO clients have completed the 
scorecard.

Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant 182 Be Prepared Grants have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI clients to research new   
markets

140 projects have been approved under this 
initiative 

Enterprise Ireland Prepare to Export Score-
card
Enterprise Ireland Customs Insights Online 
Course

1,178 Customs Insights Course participants

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund - 
Gives rapid fast-track access to innovation 
funding

47 Agile Innovation projects have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics 16 Brexit Advisory Clinics have been run 
with over 1,200 in attendance

Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to help clients address 
weaknesses and improve resilience

210 “Act on” Plans have been completed

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to assist EI clients to hire a 
strategic consultant for a set period

1,062 Strategic Consultancy Grants have 
been approved

Local Enterprise Office Technical Assis-
tance Grant   for Micro Export - an incen-
tive for LEO clients to explore and develop 
new market opportunities

518 clients were approved assistance under 
the Technical Assistance Grant (end March 
2019)

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

247 LEO clients have participated in the 
programme (end March 2019)

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring 562 mentoring participants solely focused 
on Brexit (end March 2019)

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

4,213 Participants at the Brexit Information 
events (end March 2019)

09/04/2019WRM04600Retail Sector

09/04/2019WRM04700289. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applications to the retail online scheme to date by county; the number of eligible and 
ineligible applications, respectively; and the number of approved applications to which funding 
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has issued in tabular form. [16038/19]

09/04/2019WRM04800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
pilot Online Retail Scheme administered on behalf of my Department by Enterprise Ireland is 
aimed at supporting a cohort of retailers to enhance their digital capability and develop a more 
competitive online offer that will enable them to increase their customer base and build a more 
resilient business in the domestic and global marketplace both online and offline.

The Scheme has a total fund size of €1.25m. Successful applicants will be awarded funding 
to support a maximum of 50% of the project eligible costs with grants ranging from €10,000 
to €25,000. Typical elements involved in developing a sophisticated and transactional online 
presence are eligible for support under the Fund, including research, consultancy costs for strat-
egy development / implementation and training costs.

Applications for funding under this pilot Scheme are considered on a competitive basis un-
der calls for applications.  The first call commenced 24 October 2018 and closed on 5 December 
2018. I announced the cohort of 11 successful applicants on 1 March 2019. The second Call will 
issue later in 2019. 

A breakdown of all applications per county is set out in tabular format below:

Table 1: Applications received per county

County Number of Applications Received Call 1
Carlow &lt;5
Cork &lt;5
Donegal 6
Dublin 12
Galway &lt;5
Kerry &lt;5
Kilkenny &lt;5
Limerick &lt;5
Tipperary &lt;5
Waterford &lt;5
Westmeath &lt;5
Wexford &lt;5
Wicklow &lt;5
Total 39
Each application is assessed against an agreed list of eligible and ineligible activities and 

criteria. Applications were deemed ineligible due to late applications, incomplete applications, 
ineligible based on criteria and offline submissions. 14 applications were deemed ineligible.

09/04/2019WRM04900Local Enterprise Offices

09/04/2019WRM05000290. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
budget allocation to the digital trading vouchers provided by local enterprise offices, LEOs, in 
each of the years 2016 to 2018; the 2019 allocation; the amount expended in each such year; 
and the number of digital trading vouchers provided by LEOs in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019, by county in tabular form. [16039/19]
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09/04/2019WRM05100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are the first-stop-shop for advice and guidance, financial as-
sistance and other supports for those starting or growing their business. The LEOs can offer 
financial assistance to microenterprises (10 employees or fewer) in the manufacturing and in-
ternationally traded services sectors which, over time, have the potential to develop into strong 
export entities. The LEOs also offer soft supports in the form of training and mentoring, and a 
signposting service to other relevant state supports.

Micro-enterprises may also avail of the Trading Online Voucher Scheme (TOVS) from the 
LEOs. The Scheme offers the opportunity for businesses to develop their website or digital 
marketing strategy by availing of vouchers of up to €2,500 or 50% of eligible expenditure.  The 
Trading Online Voucher Scheme was established under the 2013 National Digital Strategy and 
represents an example of effective partnership between the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE), The Department of Business, Enterprise and In-
novation and the LEO Network.  

The tables below set out information regarding the amount expended in 2016-2018 and the 
number of digital trading vouchers provided by LEOs in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019, by county in tabular form.  

While the LEO Network operates the scheme, it does so on behalf of DCCAE.  Funding for 
the scheme is provided by the Government through DCCAE.  

 TOV Expenditure by LEO’s in each of the years 2016, 2017 and 2018

LEO Name TOV   EXPENDI-
TURE 2016 €

TOV   EXPENDI-
TURE 2017 €

TOV   EXPENDI-
TURE 2018 €

Carlow 32,348 24,206 21,888
Cavan 23,076 29,705 40,942
Clare 54,395 60,587 70,681
Cork City 42,159 45,866 56,916
Cork North & West 80,834 93,612 68,242
Cork South 49,003 64,315 49,830
Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down

90,649 146,412 127,383

Donegal 39,957 72,672 80,847
Dublin City 168,664 162,169 183,543
Dublin South 56,073 75,507 49,020
Fingal 72,898 106,733 84,739
Galway 78,387 92,735 82,340
Kerry 80,148 91,518 96,700
Kildare 38,383 81,421 45,932
Kilkenny 42,621 57,525 48,980
Laois 46,235 13,234 41,746
Leitrim 16,119 19,303 18,226
Limerick 83,276 101,697 64,736
Longford 13,941 17,743 19,475
Louth 72,068 82,169 81,090
Mayo 38,219 38,642 67,413
Meath 23,489 32,734 49,644
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LEO Name TOV   EXPENDI-
TURE 2016 €

TOV   EXPENDI-
TURE 2017 €

TOV   EXPENDI-
TURE 2018 €

Monaghan 30,103 31,901 31,975
Offaly 34,627 24,180 26,789
Roscommon 37,528 36,653 38,535
Sligo 34,602 40,359 28,547
Tipperary 63,185 49,562 66,240
Waterford 58,558 44,259 67,606
Westmeath 39,098 38,882 40,178
Wexford 73,565 59,810 51,732
Wicklow 87,414 83,514 111,358
TOTAL 1,701,622 1,919,624 1,913,273
Approved TOVS 2016 - Qrt.1 2019

 

LEO 2016 2017 2018 Qrt.1   2019
Carlow 22 12 5 3
Cavan 14 20 15 4
Clare 37 32 33 12
Cork City 35 32 23 13
Cork North & 
West

55 42 47 16

Cork South 47 35 40 12
Donegal 25 48 47 13
Dublin City 104 140 114 26
Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

74 78 56 20

Fingal 51 51 49 2
Dublin South 37 38 33 7
Galway   54 44 53 16
Kerry 64 59 56 19
Kildare 24 43 40 5
Kilkenny 28 28 39 4
Laois 18 11 23 12
Leitrim 18 12 11 3
Limerick 58 45 24 9
Longford 12 15 13 2
Louth 39 55 42 2
Mayo 22 29 43 10
Meath 11 31 22 10
Monaghan 22 18 19 5
Offaly 14 15 21 1
Roscommon 18 22 23 6
Sligo 27 22 22 5
Tipperary 33 37 40 10
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LEO 2016 2017 2018 Qrt.1   2019
Waterford 49 46 30 9
Westmeath 25 29 26 10
Wexford 45 33 32 11
Wicklow 58 67 66 13
TOTALS 1,140 1,189 1,107 290

09/04/2019WRN00200Skills Shortages

09/04/2019WRN00300291. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her views on the skills shortages in the construction area; her further views in relation to the 
labour market needs test taking longer than it should causing further delays for construction 
companies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16113/19]

09/04/2019WRN00400292. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if she or her officials have met the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government in 
relation to shortages in the construction area, particularly in housing; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16114/19]

09/04/2019WRN00500293. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
modifications to the labour market needs test for vacancies are being considered in the construc-
tion area, particularly in housing, and for those that earn more than €60,000 per annum; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16116/19]

09/04/2019WRN00600294. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she has received correspondence from companies in relation to skill shortages in the construc-
tion industry; the way in which she is addressing same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16117/19]

09/04/2019WRN00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 291 to 294, inclusive, together.

I am very well aware of the skills shortages currently being experienced in the construction 
sector.  The issue is all the more pressing given the strong economic growth being experienced 
and the high demand being placed on the sector to respond to a range of construction needs 
across the economy.  I have also met with Construction Industry Federation representatives to 
discuss the labour and skills challenges in the sector.  

Where specific skills prove difficult to source within the State and wider EEA, an employ-
ment permit may be sought by an employer to hire a non-EEA national subject to the Employ-
ment Permits Acts and Regulations.  The employment permits system is managed through the 
operation of the Critical Skills Occupations List and the Ineligible Occupations List for the 
purposes of granting an employment permit

 The occupation lists for employment permit purposes are reviewed twice yearly to ensure 
that the employment permit system is supportive of the economy by maximising the benefits 
of economic migration and minimising any disruption to the domestic/EEA labour market.  
Changes to access to the Irish labour market for specific occupations via the employment per-
mits system are made on the basis of research undertaken by the Expert Group of Future Skills 
Needs, the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit (Solas), the National Skills Council, input 
from relevant Government Departments and a public consultation process.  Account is also 
taken of education outputs, sectoral upskilling and training initiatives and known contextual 
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factors such as Project 2040 and Brexit. 

A review of the occupation lists for employment permit purposes has just concluded.  A 
number of submissions were received from the construction industry.  Officials from my De-
partment met bilaterally with the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government to 
discuss the Construction Sector in particular.  In addition, all submissions and evidence were 
considered by the Economic Migration Interdepartmental Group, chaired by my Department, 
and on which the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government is also represented.  
Consequently, I announced the following changes in relation to jobs in the construction sector,

The Critical Skills Occupations List will now include:

- Civil Engineers,

- Quantity Surveyors,

- Construction Project Managers

- Mechanical and Electrical Engineers with BIM expertise.

The following occupations will be removed from the Ineligible Occupations List and will be 
eligible for a General Employment Permit:

- Sheet metal workers

- Welding trades

- Pipefitters

- Air-Conditioning & Refrigeration Engineers

- Shuttering Carpenters

- Glaziers, window fabricators & fitters

- Scaffolders, stagers & riggers

- Crane drivers

- Plasterers subject to a quota of 250

- Bricklayers subject to a quota of 250

The next review is planned for April 2019, and a call for further submissions from the con-
struction sector will be made at that time.

Ireland operates a managed employment permits system which maximises the benefits of 
economic migration while minimising the risk of disrupting Ireland’s labour market.  Current 
Government policy is to issue employment permits for the employment of non-EEA nationals 
for specific vacancies and where the positions on offer cannot be reasonably filled from within 
Ireland, Switzerland and the EEA.  An examination of the operation of the Labour Market 
Needs Test (LMNT) was included in the Review of Economic Migration Policy which was 
published in September 2018.  From engagement with stakeholders and the public consulta-
tion there is widespread support for retention of the LMNT, however the report recommended 
a modernisation and extension.

My Department will be implementing the following specific LMNT recommendations as 
part of the ongoing action plan to deliver on all the reviews recommendations.
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- The duration of the LMNT will be extended from two weeks to four weeks to ensure a 
meaningful engagement with the EURES portal.

- The LMNT process will be amended to reflect modern advertising methods. This will be 
addressed in new Employment Permit Act following consultation with stakeholders.

- My Department in co-operation with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection, will develop and deliver a communications strategy to raise awareness of the com-
ponents of the LMNT process which need to be undertaken prior to the submission of an em-
ployment permit application.

Currently, in order to assist with the application process, the Department has produced a 
suite of information including details on how to carry out the Labour Market Needs Test and 
various employer checklist documents which, if followed, should result in the granting of an 
employment permit.  This information can be found in the Employment Permit section of my 
Department’s website at www.dbei.gov.ie.  It should be noted that the majority of non-EEA 
nationals earning over €60,000 applying for work permits apply in respect of Critical Skills 
Employment Permits for which there is no LMNT requirement.

09/04/2019WRN01100Economic Competitiveness

09/04/2019WRN01200295. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her views in relation to the competitiveness of Ireland; the actions she is taking to address same; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16157/19]

09/04/2019WRN01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ire-
land’s overall competitiveness performance remains positive.  Our improved fiscal position and 
favourable cost competitiveness have contributed to Ireland’s overall international competitive-
ness.  This improvement is reflected in a range of metrics, notably economic growth, increased 
employment, falling unemployment and a strong trade performance. Ireland’s inflation figures 
are particularly encouraging. In 2018, the inflation rate in Ireland was 0.7%, which was the low-
est in the euro area, and the joint lowest in the EU. 

Notwithstanding this strong position, addressing Ireland’s competitiveness remains a key 
economic priority for Government.  We continue to monitor Ireland’s cost base and to analyse 
the factors that are crucial to improving our competitiveness.

A range of initiatives are in train across Departments to: enhance our cost competitiveness 
and productivity; improve the ease of doing business; reduce the administrative burden busi-
nesses face; and, drive greater efficiencies across the enterprise base. 

Significantly, my Department and the Department of the Taoiseach have recently published 
Future Jobs Ireland, a cross-government initiative with a strong focus on improving productiv-
ity. 

This initiative has proposed concrete and ambitious actions to enhance our productivity 
and competitiveness and will ensure that we are well positioned to adapt to transformational 
changes the economy will face in the years ahead. 

Increasing productivity is the only long-term sustainable way of increasing the standard of 
living for our people, and there are a range of specific initiatives in train across Government to 
enhance our competitiveness performance, including:
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The review of SME policy designed to assess the SME business ecosystem and the range of 
supports offered to SMEs being undertaken by my Department in conjunction with the OECD;

The development of an Industry 4.0 strategy to respond to the challenges and opportunities 
arising from the impact of digital technologies; and

The Future Growth Loan Scheme that will allow businesses to borrow for up to 10 years to 
support capital investment and enhance their competitiveness.

09/04/2019WRN01400Regional Development

09/04/2019WRN01500296. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she will address a matter regarding relocating to digital hubs (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16182/19]

09/04/2019WRN01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and its agencies are actively engaged in the development of regional digital hubs/
ehubs which provide the opportunity for relocation and for full-time or part-time remote work-
ing.  A number of projects which have been offered funding under, for example, the Regional 
Enterprise Development Fund (REDF), are already prototype ehubs and should develop over 
time into more sustainable ehubs in their own right.  

Indeed, Sneem Innovation & Tech Services received funding of €250,000 under Call 1 of 
the REDF which will see the re-purposing of an old dance hall in Sneem village to an ehub, 
facilitating home and hub working as well as supporting start-ups and microenterprises in the 
area. 

In the context of the further development of ehubs, as envisaged in Project Ireland 2040, in 
support of efforts to expand entrepreneurship and start-ups in every region, Enterprise Ireland 
is addressing the need to expand and further develop co-working initiatives including through 
existing community enterprise centres. 

The relevant projects funded as part of the first and second Calls of the REDF that I launched 
in December 2017 and December 2018 are set out in the tables below.  I hope to be in a position 
to announce a further Regional Fund this year.    

 EDF funding for eHubs/Enterprise Spaces/Incubation/Food-Hubs/Co-Working

Call 1

Name   Region   County/Counties   Funding Amount   
RDI Hub CLG       South-West Kerry €3,614,669
Dublin Enterprise & 
Technology Centre

Dublin Dublin €3,226,776

BIA Innovator Cam-
pus CLG

West Galway €2,466,148

Ghala DAC Dublin Dublin €2,488,528
Donegal Digital In-
novation CLG

North-West Donegal €1,119,640

Leitrim County En-
terprise Fund

North-West Leitrim, Longford, 
Cavan

€1,284,000
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Name   Region   County/Counties   Funding Amount   
Insurtech Network 
Centre DAC

South-East Carlow, Wexford €1,439,832

Cork Urban Enter-
prises 

West Cork €669,064

County Kildare 
Community   Net-
work                

Mid-East Kildare €1,917,200

Monaghan County 
Enterprise Fund

North-East Monaghan €202,800

Sneem Innovation & 
Tech Services

South-West Kerry €250,000

Mol Teic CLG South-West Kerry €189,144
Social & Local 
Enterprise Alliance 
DAC

Dublin Dublin €1,135,195

Call 2

Name   Region   County/Counties   Funding Amount   
Galway City Innova-
tion District CLG

West Galway €2,487,400

Midc Páirc Na Mara West Galway €2,000,000
Ludgate Operations   
CLG                  

South-West Cork €1,990,392

Vista Agri 4.0 Hub 
CLG

South-West Cork, Kerry, Water-
ford, Tipperary

€1,865,215

National Design In-
novation Hub   DAC                

South-East Kilkenny, Carlow €1,843,320

Boyne Valley Food 
Innovation District

Mid-East Meath, Cavan, 
Monaghan, Louth

€1,580,640

Mountmellick De-
velopment   Associa-
tion         

Midlands Laois €218,200

Offaly Innovation & 
Design Centre   CLG         

Midlands Offaly €458,600

Innovate Limerick 
T/A Hospital Food 
Units DAC

Mid-West Limerick, Clare, Tip-
perary

€2,279,073

Innovate Dublin 
Communities   CLG            

Dublin Dublin €249,955

SPADE CLG Dublin Dublin €2,094,000
Leitrim Food Enter-
prise Zone CLG

North-West Leitrim, Cavan, 
Sligo, Donegal

€953,640

Sligo County Enter-
prise Fund CLG

North-West Sligo, Mayo, Leitrim €1,906,640

09/04/2019WRN01700Skills Development
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09/04/2019WRN01800297. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the work she has undertaken to prepare for the impact of artificial intelligence on employment 
and the workforce in the services industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16323/19]

09/04/2019WRN01900298. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the work she has undertaken with regard to the way in which Ireland plans to change secondary 
and tertiary education in order to prepare for the impact of artificial intelligence on the services 
industry job market in the future in view of the fact changes will only show impacts in the me-
dium to long term; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16324/19]

09/04/2019WRN02000Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): I propose to take Questions Nos. 297 and 298 together.

In December 2018, the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) published ‘Digital 
Transformation: Assessing the Impact of Digitalisation on Ireland’s Workforce’.  Whilst this 
report assesses the impact that the adoption of digital technologies has on Ireland’s workforce, 
the focus was broader than just the impact of artificial intelligence on employment in the ser-
vices industry.  ‘Digital Transformation’ focusses on the impact of the adoption of a number of 
new technologies (including artificial intelligence) on all sectors, occupations and regions of 
the economy over the years 2018-2023.

The report projects strong overall growth for the economy over the next five years.  Whilst 
the report predicts that the number of jobs lost to the adoption of digital technologies will in-
crease steadily over the next decade, it expects that the vast majority of sectors will employ 
more people in 2023 than they did in 2018. 

The report highlighted how Ireland has the opportunity to place itself at the forefront of 
digital technologies through ensuring adequate skills provision and capitalising on Ireland’s 
significant ICT sector.  It finds that existing Government policies and initiatives provide a solid 
foundation for the response to the expected changes arising from the increased adoption of 
digital technologies.  Table 1 (below) provides the current policies and initiatives in place that 
align with the key policy implications arising from the report. It demonstrates the various ways 
in which Government are acting to embrace the benefits arising from digital transformation and 
also to mitigate the potential negative impacts on the workforce.

The report also highlights how increased career changes and workforce transitions will be 
a feature of the future.  To ensure that these transitions are smooth, the continuous engagement 
of the workforce in education will be vital. In particular, it will be crucial that the workforce is 
equipped with the right transversal skills to manage changing job roles and career transitions. 
This underlines the importance of lifelong learning amongst the workforce. The concept of 
lifelong learning where each individual has an education and training programme they follow 
throughout their career will become more of an imperative.

The Department of Education and Skills has a number of policies and initiatives in this 
area which are aimed at increasing lifelong learning rates and the development of transversal 
skills at all stages of the education system.  The National Skills Strategy 2025 acknowledges 
that transversal skills are becoming ever more important to an individuals’ successful and sus-
tainable employment.  Over the course of the Strategy, it aims to teach students at all stages 
of education and training a strong mix of transversal skills and subject knowledge.  Particular 
emphasis is being placed on ICT skills, language proficiency and entrepreneurship in light of 
their importance to employability, personal development and civic participation.

Another policy with a major focus on upskilling and reskilling the working age population 
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is Solas’ ‘Skills to Advance’ employee development policy framework.  Launched in 2018, 
this is aimed at developing the skills of people in employment.  This new policy framework 
provides key guidance, direction and targets for Education and Training Boards (ETBs) in sup-
porting the upskilling of those in employment, working both directly with learners, and through 
their employers.

‘Skills to Advance’ will enable targeted support for vulnerable groups in the Irish work-
force, with a particular focus on employees who have lower skills levels and who need more 
opportunities to advance in their working lives and careers, to sustain their employment and to 
avoid displacement or to avail of emerging job opportunities.  The policy sets a target of having 
over 40,000 workers, whose skills level is below Level 5 on the National Framework of Quali-
fications (NFQ), engaged in state supported skills development by 2021.

The policy also supports small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) who need assistance 
to invest in and develop their workforce.  While employers continue to be primarily responsible 
for the skills development of their employees, and employees also have responsibility for their 
own development, this policy will complement employer-based and State initiatives underway 
through targeted support and investment by Government.  This year, ETBs are being allocated 
an additional €11million in funding for implementation of ‘Skills to Advance’.

In addition to these measures, Future Jobs Ireland, the Government’s new medium-term 
policy framework published recently, aims to drive Ireland’s development as a resilient and 
innovative economy, capable of coping with the transformational changes ahead posed by auto-
mation, artificial intelligence and other forms of technological innovation. Embracing innova-
tion and technological change is one of Future Jobs Ireland’s key pillars.  There are a number 
of ambitions and deliverables outlined in this respect including to assist this, including, the 
establishment of Top Teams to realise opportunities presented by artificial intelligence, the de-
livery of a national artificial intelligence strategy and the development of transition teams to as-
sist workers and sectors likely to be most challenged by our changing economy.  Each of these 
deliverables are expected to be completed by the end of Q4 2019. 

Table 1 Current Policies and Initiatives in Place Addressing Five Key Areas of Focus

Key Areas     Policies and Initiatives    Addressing Areas     
Vision  National Digital Strategy    
Collaboration R&D Technology Centres/GatewaysInnova-

tion PartnershipsSFI Industry Fellowships   
Data National Data Infrastructure    
Technology Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund-

Industry 4.0 Strategy    
 Skills National Skills Strategy 2025ICT 

Action PlanNational Digital Strat-
egy for SchoolsSkills for Growth 
InitiativeSpotlight on SkillsSkillnet 
IrelandSpringboard+EXPLORE 

09/04/2019WRN02200Industrial Development

09/04/2019WRN02300299. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her plans to explore the potential of the wool industry; her plans to commission and publish a 
report into creative ways of exploiting this natural resource to ensure maximum added value for 
the producer and to the economy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16377/19]
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09/04/2019WRN02400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Government, since 2011, has been firmly focused on restoring the economy to a more stable 
footing and sustaining existing jobs and growing employment in all sectors and in all parts of 
the country.  The economy has recovered strongly and there are now more people at work than 
ever before.  With the increase in employment and increase in earnings, there is now more 
spending in the economy and this is to the benefit of all businesses. 

The supports of my Department to improve access to credit for businesses include loans of 
up to €25,000 available through Micro Finance Ireland, the Credit Guarantee Scheme which is 
operated with the three pillar banks and also the Brexit Working Capital Loan Scheme. 

I would also encourage businesses from all sectors to engage with their Local Enterprise Of-
fice (LEO), which are a ‘first-stop-shop’ for providing advice and guidance, financial assistance 
and other supports to those wishing to start or grow their own businesses.

Responsibility for matters specifically related to the wool industry, including the marketing 
of wool, lies with my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

09/04/2019WRN02500Brexit Preparations

09/04/2019WRN02600300. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount she expects to spend on making Ireland Brexit ready for each of the next ten years; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16391/19]

09/04/2019WRN02700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Brex-
it represents a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland, which cannot be underestimated.  
That is why my Department started developing supports for businesses from the time when 
Brexit first became a possibility.  Government’s priority is to ensure that businesses around the 
country can manage risks and avail of any opportunities. This has informed the range of advi-
sory and financial supports that are in place. 

My Department’s total exchequer allocation increased by 9.1% year on year, up from €871m 
to €950.2m.  This is made up of a record €620m in capital and €330.2m in current funding, 
which includes an increase of €65m in capital – up 11.7% on last year’s allocation of €555m; 
and, an increase of €14.2m in current – almost 4.5% more than our 2018 allocation of €316m.

These developments have taken place in the context of the wider, whole-of-Government 
response to Brexit.  This has included the “Getting Ireland Brexit Ready” public information 
events around Ireland and campaign to inform and advise about Brexit preparedness and the 
range of support measures and resources that the Government has put in place. 

These events have brought together over a dozen Agencies and their parent Departments, 
including my Department, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the Depart-
ment of Transport, Tourism and Sport - under one roof to inform and advise both citizens and 
businesses. 

Further Brexit-preparedness events have been organised by the network of Local Enterprise 
Offices, InterTrade Ireland, the NSAI and the HSA.  Enterprise Ireland has also rolled out a 
series of Brexit Advisory Clinics to help businesses to prepare for Brexit. 

Given the ongoing uncertainty around the terms and final date of the UK’s withdrawal from 
the EU, the funding allocation to the current advisory and financial supports for Brexit prepara-
tion will be kept under review to ensure businesses around the country can manage risks and 
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avail of any opportunities which may arise.

09/04/2019WRN02800Consumer Protection

09/04/2019WRN02900301. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if assistance will be provided to chambers of commerce (details supplied) that operate a 
local gift voucher scheme which will be impacted by the Consumer Protection (Gift Vouchers) 
Bill 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16462/19]

09/04/2019WRN03000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Chamber of Commerce referred to in the details supplied by the Deputy issues a gift card 
that expires after 12 months, though this can be extended for a further ninety days on pay-
ment of €9.95 by the gift card holder.  The costs of operating the scheme in partnership with 
a UK-based gift card provider are met from monies on gift cards not fully redeemed during the 
12-month expiry period.  The Chamber’s concern is that the proposed five-year term for gift 
vouchers will require it to change the business and revenue model on which its scheme is based 
and that the alternative revenue models open to it will reduce the attractiveness of the scheme 
to businesses and consumers and have a negative impact on the local economy. 

While I am aware of the concerns expressed by the Chamber concerned and am a strong 
supporter of the shop local gift card schemes that operate in a number of towns throughout the 
country, I do not  propose to make any changes to the provision for a five-year minimum term 
for gift vouchers.  In its submission to the Department’s consultation on gift voucher fees and 
expiry dates, Chambers Ireland which represents 43 affiliated Chambers, including the Cham-
ber referred to in the details supplied by the Deputy, indicated that five years was a reasonable 
minimum term for gift vouchers.  Though some eighteen Chambers currently operate local gift 
card schemes, the Chamber in question is the only Chamber to have expressed concern about 
the expiry date provision.  There was broad support for the provision from all parties, including 
from the Deputy, during the recent debates on the Consumer Protection (Gift Vouchers) Bill in 
Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann.  Other considerations apart, it would be anomalous, confus-
ing and unfair to have a different mandatory minimum term apply to gift vouchers supplied 
under local gift voucher schemes than to the vouchers issued by the individual retailers and 
service providers who participate in such schemes.  

While it is not for me to advise the Chamber in question on the type of gift card scheme it 
should operate, I am aware that a number of other Chambers issue local gift vouchers in part-
nership with a provider of electronic money gift vouchers.  These Chambers clearly take the 
view that this type of voucher offers a viable business and revenue model for their schemes.  
Gift cards issued by an electronic money provider benefit also from the requirements of the 
Electronic Money Directive on the safeguarding of the funds held in electronic money instru-
ments.   

While the Consumer Protection (Gift Vouchers) Bill provides that gift vouchers must be 
valid for a term of at least five years, it does not regulate the point at which, and the conditions 
under which, businesses can treat unredeemed balances on gift vouchers as revenues and not 
as liabilities.  I understand that the guidance prepared by a number of accountancy firms on In-
ternational Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers) 
suggests that where businesses have historical data on patterns of gift voucher redemption, they 
might not necessarily have to wait until a mandatory five-year or other expiry period has fully 
elapsed before they can claim unredeemed vouchers as revenue.  This is a matter however for 
the issuers of gift cards and their accountants and is not one on which I can provide guidance.



9 April 2019

137

09/04/2019WRN03100Consumer Protection

09/04/2019WRN03200302. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she has considered the impact the Consumer Protection (Gift Vouchers) Bill 2018 will 
have on vouchers for experiences or defined services; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16463/19]

09/04/2019WRN03300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A 
number of businesses that issue gift vouchers for a specified activity or experience submitted 
responses to my Department’s consultation of July 2018 on gift voucher fees and expiry dates 
in which they outlined the issues that the proposed five-year minimum term for gift vouchers 
would present for this type of gift voucher.  While I have considered the concerns expressed in 
these submissions, I do not propose to make an exception to the proposed five-year minimum 
term for this type of gift voucher.  Having no mandatory expiry period, or a period shorter than 
five years, for experience-type vouchers would give rise to confusion for consumers and might 
give businesses issuing this type of voucher a competitive advantage over businesses issuing 
vouchers for a specified monetary value.

09/04/2019WRN03400IDA Ireland Jobs Data

09/04/2019WRN03500303. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA jobs created by county since 2016, in tabular form; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16533/19]

09/04/2019WRN03600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and its agencies are working towards ambitious targets to ensure that employment 
and investment are distributed as evenly as possible across the country. Significant progress is 
being made with, for example, 58% of all IDA-supported employment now outside of Dublin.  
This represents the highest number of people employed by IDA clients outside of the capital in 
the Agency’s history.  The last year has also seen more IDA jobs added in the regions than at any 
time over the past 17 years. I am determined, together with the IDA, to see this trend continue 
and we will be doing everything possible in 2019 to encourage more firms to invest further in 
the regions.

The table below shows the number of IDA supported jobs by county from 2016 to 2018. 

Table A: IDA jobs by County 2016-2018

County           2016        2017        2018   
Cavan 1,203 1,155 1,096
Donegal 3,039 3,392 3,564
Leitrim 803 884 909
Louth 3,603 3,764 3,903
Monaghan 137 150 162
Sligo 2,341 2,238 2,251
Dublin 83,381 90,529 96,760
Kildare 9,740 8,452 8,838
Meath 1,661 1,565 1,632
Wicklow 2,234 2,230 2,618
Laois 131 134 122
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County           2016        2017        2018   
Longford 783 745 900
Offaly 1,107 1,167 1,232
Westmeath 2,749 2,973 3,466
Clare 6,746 7,006 6,948
Limerick 9,827 10,607 11,796
Tipperary North 
Riding

328 335 204

Carlow 802 875 1,150
Kilkenny 762 716 711
Tipperary South 
Riding

3,040 3,330 3,516

Waterford 6,253 6,690 7,064
Wexford 2,740 2,987 3,139
Cork 35,335 36,780 38,867
Kerry 2,097 2,187 2,241
Galway 17,041 18,503 19,969
Mayo 4,214 4,484 4,828
Roscommon 985 1,139 1,171
Total 203,082 215,017 229,057

09/04/2019WRN03700Industrial Disputes

09/04/2019WRN03800304. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the status of the nurses dispute; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16152/19]

09/04/2019WRN03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since the Labour Court issued its original 
recommendation on 11th February, intensive engagement between Health Service Management 
and Unions took place to agree the new contract for the new Enhanced Nurse/Midwife role.  
While progress was made, there remained sections of the new contract where agreement was 
not possible.  The INMO referred those disputed sections of the proposed new contract to the 
Labour Court on 11th March.   The Court held further hearings with INMO, SIPTU and Health 
Service Management.  On the 3rd of April, the Court issued a further recommendation on the 
new contract, covering the outstanding issues of: location of work; work duties; hours of work; 
and the qualifying criteria.

The Government welcomes and accepts this recommendation. 

I welcome the fact that the INMO has recommended that their members accept this Labour 
Court ruling. They commenced a ballot of their members on the 8th April and it is ongoing.  I 
also am aware that SIPTU are discussing this ruling with their Executive.   

From the Government’s perspective, this latest Labour Court ruling has given clarity around 
a range of contentious issues and offers both sides a way forward.  It should result in a new con-
tract for a new Enhanced Practice Nurse who will be working in different, more flexible ways 
which should assist in realising transformative change in the nursing profession.

09/04/2019WRN04000Female Genital Mutilation
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09/04/2019WRN04100305. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health the status of 
plans to establish an interagency committee to develop a national action plan on female genital 
mutilation. [16554/19]

09/04/2019WRN04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The practice 
of Female Genital Mutilation has been an offence in Ireland since 2012, when the Criminal 
Justice (Female Genital Mutilation) Act 2012 provided for the creation of an offence of female 
genital mutilation and other offences relating to female genital mutilation.

The HSE is responsible for addressing the health implications arising from FGM. Girls and 
women who have undergone FGM are at risk of suffering from health complications throughout 
their lives.  The HSE is committed to progressing health-related elements of FGM with specific 
reference to awareness-raising among communities, staff information, training of healthcare 
providers and other relevant frontline professionals, and support for survivors of FGM and 
those at risk, in addition to data collection. 

The HSE has funded and disseminated an FGM resource pack for health professionals and 
relevant staff in maternity and associated settings.  The HSE funds a specialist clinic operated 
by the Irish Family Planning Association (IFPA) for girls and women who have undergone 
FGM.  Furthermore, the HSE funds AkiDwA to work closely with at-risk communities to raise 
awareness and provide information on the detrimental effects of FGM, and that it is a criminal 
offence in Ireland. 

In January this year, my colleague the Minister of State with responsibility for Equality, 
Immigration and Integration, David Stanton and I launched the new HSE Intercultural Health 
Strategy.  It contains two actions on FGM:

- Continue to develop and implement education and public awareness campaigns, among 
all health professionals and communities affected by female genital mutilation (FGM), to raise 
awareness that it is a criminal offence under the Criminal Justice (Female Genital Mutilation) 
Act (2012) to perform FGM, or to remove a girl from the State for the purpose of FGM.

- Provide training to increase the knowledge and competence of healthcare providers, and 
other relevant frontline professionals, in relation to appropriate care and protection for FGM 
survivors and women and girls at risk nationwide.

I acknowledge and support this important work and discussions regarding further actions on 
FGM are ongoing.

09/04/2019WRN04300Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

09/04/2019WRN04400306. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of the upgrade of the 
HSE day care centre building on Drogheda Street, Monasterevin, County Kildare. [16028/19]

09/04/2019WRN04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As the Health Service 
Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

09/04/2019WRN04600Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

09/04/2019WRN04700307. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the ap-
pointment of a design team for a project (detailed supplied). [16029/19]
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09/04/2019WRN04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRN04900Medicinal Products Availability

09/04/2019WRN05000308. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the reason access to Versatis 
patches was removed from a person (details supplied). [16035/19]

09/04/2019WRN05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the particular issue raised relates to an 
individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRO00200Disability Services Funding

09/04/2019WRO00300309. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if funding is available for elec-
tric prosthetics from the HSE in counties Louth and Meath; if a person (details supplied) is 
entitled to apply for this medical technology; if funding is available; and, if so, the reason the 
funding was not granted. [16046/19]

09/04/2019WRO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRO00500Ambulance Service

09/04/2019WRO00600310. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health if the full-time position of di-
rector of the National Ambulance Service was legitimately ratified by a person (details sup-
plied); the procedures followed to fill the post; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16050/19]

09/04/2019WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

09/04/2019WRO00800Primary Care Centres Data

09/04/2019WRO00900311. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the primary care centres that 
have become operational since 2010; the year in which they opened; the other primary care 
centres due to be built; the status of same; and when they are due to open, by county, in tabular 
form. [16051/19]

09/04/2019WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRO01100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

09/04/2019WRO01200312. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a wheelchair will be ex-
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pedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16056/19]

09/04/2019WRO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRO01400Health Services Funding

09/04/2019WRO01500313. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if assistance will be provided 
to a centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16058/19]

09/04/2019WRO01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRO01700Services for People with Disabilities

09/04/2019WRO01800314. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be provided with residential care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16065/19]

09/04/2019WRO01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRO02000Hospital Appointments Status

09/04/2019WRO02100315. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called to St. Luke’s hospital, Kilkenny, for a procedure. [16070/19]

09/04/2019WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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09/04/2019WRO02300Hospital Appointments Status

09/04/2019WRO02400316. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called to St. Luke’s hospital, Kilkenny, for a procedure. [16071/19]

09/04/2019WRO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRO02600Hospital Appointments Status

09/04/2019WRO02700317. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called to St. James’s Hospital, Dublin, for further tests. [16072/19]

09/04/2019WRO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRO02900HSE Staff Responsibilities

09/04/2019WRO03000318. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if it is a medical radiologist or 
a dentist holding a level-nine higher degree in dental and maxillofacial radiation, such as the 
qualification held by the dental adviser to the medical exposure radiation unit, who should take 
clinical responsibility in circumstances (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16073/19]

09/04/2019WRO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The European Union (Basic Safety Stan-
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dards for Protection Against Dangers Arising from Medical Exposure to Ionising Radiation) 
Regulations 2018 (S.I. 256 of 2018) transpose the medical provisions of the Basic Safety Stan-
dards Directive 2013/59/Euratom.

The Regulations place an obligation on an undertaking to ensure that all medical exposures 
take place under the clinical responsibility of a practitioner. 

A person is prohibited from taking clinical responsibility for an individual medical exposure 
unless the person taking such responsibility is (a) a registered dentist within the meaning of the 
Dentists Act 1985, (b) a registered medical practitioner within the meaning of the Medical Prac-
titioners Act 2007, or (c) a person whose name is entered in the register established and main-
tained by the Radiographers Registration Board pursuant to section 36 of the Health and Social 
Care Practitioners Act 2005. Furthermore the Regulations require that an undertaking provides 
for a clear allocation of responsibilities for the protection of patients, asymptomatic individuals, 
carers and comforters, and volunteers in medical or biomedical research from medical exposure 
to ionising radiation.

A dentist taking clinical responsibility for making 3-dimensional radiation exposures must 
be in compliance with the above Regulations.

09/04/2019WRO03200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

09/04/2019WRO03300319. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his plans and timeframe 
for the delivery of the new accident and emergency department at Beaumont Hospital; the fund-
ing provided for the project in the 2019 health budget and HSE operational plan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16081/19]

09/04/2019WRO03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and the Health Service Ex-
ecutive are currently engaged in a process to finalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. Once the 
HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration.

I understand that Beaumont Hospital intends to proceed shortly with a planning permission 
application for the new emergency department.

09/04/2019WRO03500National Treatment Purchase Fund

09/04/2019WRO03600320. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 155 of 28 February 2019, the status of the tender (details supplied); if the project will 
be delivered on time and on budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16082/19]

09/04/2019WRO03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The update sought by the Deputy has been 
requested by officials in the Department and will be supplied to the Deputy as soon as it be-
comes available. 

09/04/2019WRO03800Services for People with Disabilities

09/04/2019WRO03900321. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) 
will be assessed by the network disability team in south County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16089/19]
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09/04/2019WRO04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRO04100Hospital Consultant Recruitment

09/04/2019WRO04200322. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when a second permanent con-
sultant breast surgeon will be appointed at Letterkenny University Hospital. [16100/19]

09/04/2019WRO04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The matter of the appointment of a second 
permanent consultant breast surgeon at Letterkenny University Hospital is currently under dis-
cussion between my Department and the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme.

09/04/2019WRO04400Hospitals Data

09/04/2019WRO04500323. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of hip and knee 
replacement operations, primary and revision combined, carried out in the hospitals across the 
Saolta hospital group in each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. 
[16101/19]

09/04/2019WRO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRO04700Hospitals Data

09/04/2019WRO04800324. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of laparoscopic ap-
pendectomies carried out in the hospitals across the Saolta hospital group in each of the years 
2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [16102/19]

09/04/2019WRO04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRO05000Hospitals Data

09/04/2019WRO05100325. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of laparoscopic 
cholecystectomies carried out in the hospitals across the Saolta hospital group in each of the 
years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [16103/19]

09/04/2019WRO05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.
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09/04/2019WRO05300General Medical Services Scheme

09/04/2019WRO05400326. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if it is policy for patients with 
disabilities in community houses that have medical cards to be charged a general practitioner 
fee for a medical exam every 24 weeks or six months; if not, the reason this is occurring in some 
community houses in the Fingal area; his plans in instances in which patients are being charged 
this fee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16104/19]

09/04/2019WRO05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.” 
There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP 
visit card to be charged for medical services provided under the contract.

As this question relates to a local matter, I have arranged for it to be referred to the Health 
Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRP00200Hospitals Data

09/04/2019WRP00300327. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of elective surger-
ies and procedures cancelled by specialty at hospitals (details supplied) by month in 2017, 2018 
and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16105/19]

09/04/2019WRP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Maintaining scheduled care access for all 
patients is a key priority for hospitals. I fully acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for 
patients and their families when elective procedures are cancelled, particularly for clinically 
urgent procedures.  

While every effort is made to avoid cancellation or postponement of planned procedures, 
the HSE advise that planned procedures and operations can be postponed or cancelled for a 
variety of reasons including capacity issues due to increased scheduled and unscheduled care 
demand, medical reasons, and patient choice. 

Furthermore, the planning approach for peak periods, such as winter, anticipates that in-
dividual hospitals do not book or schedule patients for non-urgent elective admissions and 
procedures to ensure that available capacity is focussed on the predicted increase in emergency 
admissions through HSE emergency departments during these periods. Usually this results in 
hospitals not booking, as distinct from actually cancelling, elective admissions and procedures. 

The HSE have further advised my Department that they do not collect detailed information 
centrally in relation to the reasons for cancellations and numbers per specialty.

However, some local information on cancellations may be available at hospital group level 
and I have asked the HSE to provide the Deputy with a response based on the information avail-
able to them. 

09/04/2019WRP00500Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

09/04/2019WRP00600328. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if 24-7 access to child adoles-
cent and mental health services, CAMHS, will be ensured in County Kerry (details supplied); 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16120/19]

09/04/2019WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRP00800HSE Governance

09/04/2019WRP00900329. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans to conclude the gov-
ernance review of the drugs approval and procurement process by the end of the second quarter 
of 2019, as per the Sláintecare action plan (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16122/19]

09/04/2019WRP01000330. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the review of the drugs ap-
proval and procurement process will include the opportunity for public consultation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16123/19]

09/04/2019WRP01100331. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a final report will be made 
publicly available following the completion of the governance review of the drugs approval and 
procurement process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16124/19]

09/04/2019WRP01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 329 to 331, 
inclusive, together.

My Department has completed a tender process for a review of the HSE reimbursement and 
pricing decision-making process and is currently appointing a consultancy firm to complete this 
review.

The review is expected to be completed within three months of commencement.

Although not included in the terms of reference, consideration will be given to consultation 
with relevant stakeholders. Consideration will also be given, in due course, to publication of a 
final report.

09/04/2019WRP01500Hospital Appointments Delays

09/04/2019WRP01600332. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if reconsideration will be 
given to allocating a person (details supplied) an urgent hospital appointment; if it is standard 
procedure that patients on priority waiting lists must wait over a year before receiving appropri-
ate treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16126/19]

09/04/2019WRP01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRP01800Ambulance Service Provision

09/04/2019WRP01900333. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his plans for improved 
ambulance services in Maynooth, County Kildare and the surrounding area with particular ref-
erence to population increases in the local area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16129/19]

09/04/2019WRP02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

09/04/2019WRP02100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

09/04/2019WRP02200334. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health if there are out-of-hours child 
psychiatry services at University Hospital Limerick; if so, the hours the services at the hospital 
operate; the length of time the services at the hospital have been in operation; his plans to cancel 
the services at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16130/19]

09/04/2019WRP02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRP02400Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

09/04/2019WRP02500335. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 144 of 26 February 2019, his views on the length of time it is taking to fill the CEO post in 
the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI (details supplied). [16131/19]

09/04/2019WRP02600336. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the change in title and tenure for the most recent advertisement for the position of CEO of the 
NMBI following two advertisements in 2018 for a five-year business as usual CEO; the reason 
for this change; and the person currently fulfilling the CEO position on the board. [16132/19]

09/04/2019WRP02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 335 and 
336 together.

As I previously informed the Deputy, the Nurses and Midwives Act 2011 sets out that the 
appointment of a CEO is a matter for the Board of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland.  
Any appointment has to be in line with that legislation and the Code of Practice for the Gover-
nance of State Bodies.

The position of CEO is currently filled on an acting basis, in line with the provisions of the 
Act.  As the Deputy notes, two competitions were held for a CEO in 2018 on the basis of a five 
year contract. Neither competition resulted in an appointment being made.  As such, I am ad-
vised that the Board has decided to make an appointment on an interim two year basis.
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09/04/2019WRP02900Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

09/04/2019WRP03000337. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the consultants and-or persons em-
ployed on a contract basis by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, from June 
2016 to date; the purpose of each engagement; the length of each engagement; and the cost to 
the NMBI for the relevant period of engagement. [16133/19]

09/04/2019WRP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to an opera-
tional matter I have referred it to the NMBI to reply directly to the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRP03200Home Help Service Data

09/04/2019WRP03300338. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the amount by which the 
home help budget has been reduced for counties Kerry and Cork in 2019; the reason therefor; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16135/19]

09/04/2019WRP03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRP03500Disability Services Provision

09/04/2019WRP03600339. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of a new resi-
dential premises (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16136/19]

09/04/2019WRP03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRP03800Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

09/04/2019WRP03900340. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the amount by which the 
HSE has reduced funding for the fair deal scheme for counties Kerry and Cork; the reason for 
the reduction in each county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16141/19]

09/04/2019WRP04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as pos-
sible.

09/04/2019WRP04100Hospital Appointments Status
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09/04/2019WRP04200341. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16146/19]

09/04/2019WRP04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRP04400HSE Staff Data

09/04/2019WRP04500342. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE psychiatrists 
working with persons in west County Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16147/19]

09/04/2019WRP04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRP04700Motorised Transport Grant Closure

09/04/2019WRP04800343. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a replacement 
scheme for the motorised transport grant and mobility allowance will be announced; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16148/19]

09/04/2019WRP04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and the 
Motorised Transport Grant Schemes in February 2013.

My colleague the Minister for Health and I  brought a Memorandum to Government in May 
2018 on proposals for a new Transport Support Scheme. Following consideration of the matter 
it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at that time.  I intend 
to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discussions at that 
Cabinet meeting and further discussion between myself and Minister Harris on the best way to 
progress the Transport Scheme. 

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place. This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
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sibility for this particular scheme. 

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability. 

09/04/2019WRP05000Industrial Disputes

09/04/2019WRP05100344. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he has requested or met a 
union (details supplied) to intervene in the inter-union dispute between unions in relation to 
recognition of a union in the National Ambulance Service; his plans to address the issue in view 
of the fact that service withdrawal is affecting patient care; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16150/19]

09/04/2019WRP05200457. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health his views on the ongoing inter-
union dispute between unions (details supplied) and the impact it is having on the provision of 
ambulance services; if there is a pathway available to resolve the ongoing dispute either on the 
employer or the union side; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16633/19]

09/04/2019WRP05300460. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the action he is taking to resolve 
the ongoing issues with the National Ambulance Service and their rights to join a union of their 
own choosing; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a union (details supplied) categori-
cally does not represent members of the Ambulance Service and represent only administration 
staff within the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16645/19]

09/04/2019WRP05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 344, 457 
and 460 together.

As the Deputies are aware, a branch of the Psychiatric Nurses Association called the Na-
tional Ambulance Service Representative Association (NASRA) has been engaged in industrial 
action.  The Psychiatric Nurses Association state that their industrial action is in connection 
with two substantive issues. The first is the automated deduction of union subscriptions. The 
second is the refusal by the HSE to engage in negotiations with the PNA or to recognise the 
PNA as representing ambulance personnel. 

To be clear, NASRA, which is affiliated with the PNA, is a group which is not recognised 
by the HSE and, therefore, does not have negotiating rights. The PNA does not have negotiating 
rights for ambulance personnel. 

It should be noted that the HSE deducts subscriptions at source for those ambulance staff 
that are members of a number of unions. These are SIPTU, FORSA and UNITE.  The deduction 
of subscriptions is not a legal right but rather a concession granted to recognised unions. 

While it is regrettable that the PNA has taken this industrial action, it is not possible to ne-
gotiate with a union which is not recognised as having negotiating rights for ambulance grades.  
Officials from the Department have met with representatives of the HSE and the management 
of National Ambulance Service to explore possible options. However, this is a complex, chal-
lenging situation. 

Industrial relations policy has had a long standing objective of avoiding fragmentation in 
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worker representation in public sector employments, and the trade union movement generally, 
so as to facilitate the orderly conduct of bargaining and other aspects of industrial relations.

09/04/2019WRQ00200Cancer Screening Programmes

09/04/2019WRQ00300345. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a request from a group (details supplied) to meet a person to share the experiences of women 
before the panel sets out the criteria for the way in which the women will be assessed; if a meet-
ing will take place in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16156/19]

09/04/2019WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 11 March 2019, the Government agreed 
to the establishment of an ex-gratia scheme for women affected by the non-disclosure of the 
CervicalCheck audit. The Scheme is designed to provide an alternative, non-adversarial and 
person-centred option for women affected by the CervicalCheck non-disclosure issue. The 
Scheme will be up and running in the coming weeks.

The Government also approved the appointment of an Independent Assessment Panel, com-
prising a retired High Court Judge (who will act as Chair), an independent clinician and a per-
son of good standing.  The Chair of the Independent Assessment Panel is Mr. Justice Aindrias 
Ó Caoimh. I will appoint the other two members shortly.  

I am not aware of any request for a meeting to which the Deputy refers. 

My Department is currently engaging with the HSE in order to finalise arrangements for 
communicating invitations to the women. The invitations notification will explain the scope 
and purpose of the Scheme and the eligibility criteria. A consent form will be enclosed, along 
with any other necessary documentation including the terms of the Scheme. I expect that the 
invitations will be issued shortly and following this, full details of the Scheme will be published 
on my Department’s website.

09/04/2019WRQ00500Care of the Elderly

09/04/2019WRQ00600346. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if there is support for older persons 
to assist them in the costs of purchasing a mobility scooter; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16172/19]

09/04/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRQ00800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

09/04/2019WRQ00900347. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when wheelchairs will be 
made available for persons (details supplied); the timeframe to receive such equipment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16181/19]

09/04/2019WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRQ01100HSE Properties
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09/04/2019WRQ01200348. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the specific planned use of a build-
ing (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16183/19]

09/04/2019WRQ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRQ01400Birth Data

09/04/2019WRQ01500349. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of births in each hos-
pital in each of the years 2014 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16184/19]

09/04/2019WRQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRQ01700Assisted Human Reproduction Legislation

09/04/2019WRQ01800350. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health his plans in respect of the as-
sisted human reproduction Bill to include recognising same-sex male and female families that 
have used international surrogacy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16188/19]

09/04/2019WRQ01900445. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will amend the general 
scheme of the assisted human reproduction Bill to include same-sex male families that have 
used international surrogacy as a way to create their families; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16600/19]

09/04/2019WRQ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 350 and 
445 together.

In October 2017, the Government approved the drafting of a Bill on assisted human repro-
duction (AHR) and associated areas of research, based on the published General Scheme of the 
Assisted Human Reproduction Bill 2017. The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health is cur-
rently conducting a review of the General Scheme as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, 
which began in January of last year. The review is in progress and the Joint Committee intends 
to report thereon before the summer recess. The recommendations in the Committee’s Report 
will be considered during the ongoing process of drafting this Bill in conjunction with the Of-
fice of the Attorney General. 

The aim of the AHR legislation is to promote and ensure the health and safety of parents, 
others involved in the process (such as donors and surrogate mothers) and, most importantly, 
the children who will be born as a result of AHR. Consideration of the welfare and best interests 
of children born through AHR is a key principle underpinning the Scheme.

The specific provisions relating to surrogacy are outlined in Part 6 of the General Scheme. 
These provisions outline the specific conditions under which surrogacy in Ireland will be per-
mitted, including a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be pre-authorised by the AHR 
Regulatory Authority, the establishment of which the Bill will provide for. The Scheme also 
sets out a court-based mechanism through which the parentage of a child born through sur-
rogacy may be transferred from the surrogate (and her husband, if applicable) to the intending 
parent(s).

In addition, under the surrogacy provisions at least one of the intending parents will have to 
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be genetically related to the child. Surrogacy will be permitted on an altruistic basis where the 
payment of defined and receiptable reasonable expenses will be allowed. However, commercial 
surrogacy in Ireland will be prohibited as it raises a number of concerns relating to the welfare 
and commodification of the children involved as well as the potential risks of coercion and ex-
ploitation of financially vulnerable women to act as surrogates. 

The General Scheme does not regulate Irish citizens being involved in international com-
mercial surrogacy agreements in other countries. However, the Department of Justice and 
Equality published a guidance document in 2012 on citizenship, parentage, guardianship and 
travel document issues in relation to children born as a result of surrogacy arrangements entered 
into outside the State. The purpose of this document is to provide information to prospective 
intending parents on the steps necessary to ensure that a child born abroad through a surrogacy 
arrangement may enter and reside in the State and to secure the best interests of the child.  This 
guidance document is available on the website of the Department of Justice and Equality. 

09/04/2019WRQ02100Home Care Packages Provision

09/04/2019WRQ02200351. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if home care support will 
be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16189/19]

09/04/2019WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRQ02400Fibromyalgia Support Services

09/04/2019WRQ02500352. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the supports in place for per-
sons suffering from fibromyalgia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16190/19]

09/04/2019WRQ02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Fibromyalgia is a syndrome associated with 
wide-spread pain and fatigue. It is labelled a syndrome as fibromyalgia is a collection of signs, 
symptoms and medical problems that tend to occur together but are not related to a specific, 
identifiable cause. 

There are supports available for the sufferers of this condition. Even though there are no 
plans at present to add fibromyalgia to the list of conditions currently listed under the Long 
Term illness scheme (LTI), any patient with a condition, not listed under LTI, is eligible to apply 
to the Drugs Payment Scheme or to apply for a Medical Card.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
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for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.  

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations.

General medical services are provided by GPs. If the patients clinical condition warrants a 
referral to a Consultant then their GP will organise that for them.

09/04/2019WRQ02700Disability Services Funding

09/04/2019WRQ02800353. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position regarding funding 
for a society (details supplied) for 2018 and 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16191/19]

09/04/2019WRQ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): A commit-
ment of €60,000 additional funding is being provided to the Irish Deaf Society under a cross-
departmental initiative.

The funding is a once-off grant for the purpose of developing a Business Plan and imple-
mentation strategy setting out a clear and detailed pathway to financial sustainability. Pobal are 
assisting in the oversight of the additional funds and related activities.

09/04/2019WRQ03000Hospital Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRQ03100354. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding hospital waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16193/19]

09/04/2019WRQ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The 2019 Scheduled Care Access Plan was 
published last month. Under the Plan the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, will aim 
to deliver 1.155 million elective inpatient and day case discharges, as well as 3.3 million out-
patient appointments, of which approximately 1 million will be first appointments. The Access 
Plan also sets out activity levels for the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) who, fol-
lowing an increase in funding in Budget 2019 to €75 million, will supply additionality to HSE 
activity by arranging both insourced and outsourced appointments and treatments to reduce 
waiting times experienced by patients. 

This year the Plan will place a particular focus on ten high volume procedures, including 
cataracts, joint replacements, tonsils and angiograms. Through the combined activity of the 
HSE and the NTPF, projections are that for these procedures, all clinically suitable patients 
waiting more than 6 months will be offered treatment in 2019. Projections under the Plan aim to 
reduce the overall number of patients on the waiting list for hospital operations and procedures 
from just over 70,200 in Dec 2018 to under 60,000. 

The Access Plan ensures an appropriate balance between high volume activities and offer-
ing treatment to complex long waiting patients. The NTPF will do this by inviting public hos-
pitals to seek solutions for very long waiters either in the private sector or through insourcing. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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09/04/2019WRQ03300Home Help Service Eligibility

09/04/2019WRQ03400355. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for increased home help hours by persons (details supplied); and when they can expect a deci-
sion on their case. [16199/19]

09/04/2019WRQ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRQ03600Medicinal Products Reimbursement

09/04/2019WRQ03700356. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if he will recommend the HSE 
fund the drug Ocrelizumab for multiple sclerosis patients; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16210/19]

09/04/2019WRQ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines. The Minister for Health has no role in this statutory process. 

The NCPE completed a health technology assessment on 29 August 2018 for Ocrelizumab 
(Ocrevus) for the treatment of adult patients with relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis (RMS). 
They recommended that Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) not be considered for reimbursement unless 
cost-effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treatments.

On 4 October 2018 the NCPE completed their assessment for Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) in-
dicated for the treatment of adult patients with early primary progressive multiple sclerosis 
(PPMS). They did not recommend that Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) be reimbursed for this indica-
tion.  

The HSE is the statutory decision-making body for medicine reimbursement. It will make 
the final decision on whether Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) will be reimbursed for each of these indi-
cations, taking into consideration the statutory criteria contained in the 2013 Health Act.

I am advised by the HSE that there has been considerable engagement between the HSE 
and the manufacturer over the past number of months.  Commercial discussions are ongoing 
and additional meetings are expected to take place in the coming weeks between the company 
and the HSE.

09/04/2019WRQ03900Mental Health Services

09/04/2019WRQ04000357. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health his plans to adopt the 
United Kingdom system in which a person having a psychotic or psychiatric episode must be 
assessed in a hospital before being detained in police custody; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16215/19]

09/04/2019WRQ04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Almost 90% of ad-
missions to psychiatric hospitals or units are on a voluntary basis where the person consents to 
admission and treatment.

The Mental Health Commission in their 2017 Annual Report confirm that there were 1,770 
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involuntary admissions from the community to psychiatric hospitals and units that year.  In a 
quarter of those admissions, the application for admission was made by a member of the Gardaí.  

It is important to point out that the Mental Health Act 2001 sets out the formal procedures 
that must be followed in all circumstances where an involuntary admission can take place.

The three-step process for such admissions from the community requires an initial appli-
cation by a person for a recommendation to have an individual involuntarily admitted.  Such 
applications can be made by a family member, an Authorised Officer of the HSE, a Garda or 
any other person.  To make the application, there must be concerns about the mental health and 
welfare of the individual.

The second step is for the individual to be examined by a Registered Medical Practitioner. 
In the event that he or she is satisfied that the individual is suffering from a mental disorder as 
defined in section 3 of the 2001 Act, he or she will make a recommendation that the individual 
be involuntarily admitted.

The third step requires the Consultant Psychiatrist on duty in the psychiatric hospital or unit 
to then examine the individual. If the Consultant Psychiatrist is satisfied that the individual is 
suffering from a mental disorder as defined in section 3 of the 2001 Act, then he or she will 
make an order admitting the individual.

Section 12 of the Mental Health Act 2001 authorises a member of the Gardaí who has rea-
sonable grounds for believing that an individual is suffering from a mental disorder and that 
because of the mental disorder there is a serious likelihood of the individual causing immediate 
and serious harm to himself or herself or to other persons, to either take the individual into cus-
tody, or enter by force any dwelling or other premises or any place if he or she has reasonable 
grounds for believing that the individual is to be found there.  Where the individual is taken into 
custody, a member of the Gardaí then makes the application to a Registered Medical Practitio-
ner for a recommendation.

An Expert Group Review of the Mental Health Act 2001 reported in 2015 and the draft 
heads of an amending bill based on the recommendations of the Expert Group will soon be sent 
to the Mental Health Commission for review.  The Expert Group did not recommend any sig-
nificant change to the current provisions regarding the authority currently vested in the Gardaí 
under the 2001 Act to take individuals into custody with a view to having the individual as-
sessed for admission to a psychiatric hospital or unit on an involuntary basis.

On that basis, I have no plans to amend legislation to remove the authority of Gardaí to take 
individuals into custody under the 2001 Act.

09/04/2019WRQ04200Mental Health Services Data

09/04/2019WRQ04300358. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the number of patients 
waiting for psychiatric beds; the number of those in prison; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16216/19]

09/04/2019WRQ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRQ04500Health Services Provision
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09/04/2019WRQ04600359. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the launch of a 
project (details supplied) which has been announced for County Tipperary; the location of the 
service; the level of finance ring fenced to support the project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16221/19]

09/04/2019WRQ04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRQ04800Long Stay Residential Units

09/04/2019WRQ04900360. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the location persons that need 
long-term stay care in Roscrea, County Tipperary will be accommodated (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16228/19]

09/04/2019WRQ05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

09/04/2019WRQ05100Fibromyalgia Support Services

09/04/2019WRQ05200361. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been 
given to including fibromyalgia on the long term illness scheme; the findings if such consider-
ation was given; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16229/19]

09/04/2019WRQ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of thalidomide.

Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appli-
ances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that the LTI Scheme will be included as part of a review of the 
current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, 
to be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. 

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
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which covers the cost of GP consultations.

09/04/2019WRQ05400National Maternity Strategy Implementation

09/04/2019WRQ05500362. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the funding provided for the 
implementation of the National Maternity Strategy 2016 to 2026 to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16233/19]

09/04/2019WRQ05600363. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns 
that no new development funding for the National Maternity Strategy 2016 to 2026 will be 
made available in 2019, specifically funding for the development of quality, safe, consistent and 
well resourced care in the 19 maternity units nationally; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16234/19]

09/04/2019WRQ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 362 and 
363 together.

Implementation of the National Maternity Strategy is continuing, led by the HSE National 
Women and Infants Health Programme (NWIHP).  The Strategy represents a significant devel-
opment in the delivery of national maternity policy that will fundamentally change how mater-
nity care is delivered in this country. 

In 2016, the year the Strategy was launched, development funding of €3m was provided for 
maternity services.  This was followed by increased funding of €6.8m in 2017.  In 2018, €4.15m 
development funding was allocated to the NWIHP to progress the Strategy.  Funding of €3.1m 
is being made available to the NWIHP in 2019 to continue services introduced in 2018, along 
with an additional €1m funding to further progress the Strategy.  

Funding allocated to-date for the Strategy’s implementation, has helped to improve the 
quality and safety of our maternity services through the recruitment of additional midwives, 
consultants, theatre staff, ultrasonographers and quality and safety managers, by increasing ac-
cess to routine anomaly scanning and through the roll-out of the Maternal and Newborn Clini-
cal Management System. My Department will continue to work with the NWIHP in 2019 to 
support the ongoing implementation of the Strategy.

09/04/2019WRR00300Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

09/04/2019WRR00400364. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) with 
type 1 diabetes will be provided with access to CREON under the long-term illness scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16237/19]

09/04/2019WRR00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the particular issue raised relates to an 
individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRR00600Occupational Therapy Provision

09/04/2019WRR00700365. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for persons 
with dyspraxia for occupational therapy services in Dublin 15, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16243/19]
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09/04/2019WRR00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRR00900Primary Care Centres Provision

09/04/2019WRR01000366. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of the development 
of Roselawn health centre, Dublin 15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16244/19]

09/04/2019WRR01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRR01200Mental Health Services Provision

09/04/2019WRR01300367. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
can be considered for a psychiatric unit nursing home; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16259/19]

09/04/2019WRR01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRR01500Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

09/04/2019WRR01600368. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) can be considered for the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16260/19]

09/04/2019WRR01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

Participants in the Scheme contribute up to 80% of their assessable income and a maximum 
of 7.5% per annum of the value of assets held. In the case of a couple, the applicant’s means are 
assessed as 50% of the couple’s combined income and assets. The first €36,000 of an individu-
al’s assets, or €72,000 in the case of a couple, is not counted at all in the financial assessment. 
The capital value of an individual’s principal private residence is only included in the financial 
assessment for the first three years of their time in care. This is known as the three year cap.
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In order to determine how much an applicant will contribute to the cost of their care, a finan-
cial assessment is carried out by the HSE which takes account of a person’s income and assets.  

Where a resident under the NHSS has assets including land or property, they may defer their 
contribution to care based on such assets under Ancillary State Support (also known as Nurs-
ing Home Loan). This contribution becomes payable on their death. However, where the asset 
concerned is the principal residence of the surviving partner of the person who has died, the 
surviving partner may request that repayment of the loan is further deferred for their lifetime. 
A person wishing to apply for a further deferral, or a representative acting on their behalf, must 
apply for such a deferral not later than 3 months after the death of the applicant. In compelling 
circumstances, an application may be made up until 6 months after the death of the applicant. 
The application should be made on the form specified by the HSE.

The person in question should contact their local HSE Nursing Homes Support Scheme Of-
fice who can assist them on an individual basis to understand the factors that they need to con-
sider.

09/04/2019WRR01800Dental Services 

09/04/2019WRR01900369. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 364 of 5 February 2019, when a response will issue. [16268/19]

09/04/2019WRR02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I regret that due to an error in process-
ing your PQ No. 364 of 5 February 2019 was not referred to the HSE as indicated in the reply.  
It has now been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRR02100HSE Properties

09/04/2019WRR02200370. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 374 of 12 March 2019, when the projects (details supplied) will move to advanced 
planning stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16270/19]

09/04/2019WRR02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of the healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to you in relation to this matter.

09/04/2019WRR02400Health Services Data

09/04/2019WRR02500371. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Health the number of termination of 
pregnancies here in the first quarter of 2019. [16271/19]

09/04/2019WRR02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under section 20 of the Health (Regulation 
of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a notification of each termination of pregnancy carried 
out under the legislation must be notified to the Minister for Health within 28 days of it being 
carried out.   

The Minister must prepare a report on the notifications received in a given year not later 
than 30 June the following year, and lay it before the Houses of the Oireachtas. This report may 
then be published.  
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Therefore, no information on notifications received under the Act will be released until after 
the annual report for 2019 has been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on or before 30 
June 2020.

09/04/2019WRR02700Medicinal Products Regulation

09/04/2019WRR02800372. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the way in which it is planned to 
establish the number of children affected by anti-convulsant syndrome as a result of sodium 
valproate being given to their mothers during pregnancy. [16280/19]

09/04/2019WRR02900373. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the pathways available for parents 
to have their children diagnosed with anti-convulsant syndrome as a consequence of sodium 
valproate; and the pathways for needs assessment and treatment that will be provided for them. 
[16281/19]

09/04/2019WRR03000374. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans for a fully resourced public 
information campaign in regard to the risks of taking sodium valproate during pregnancy as 
soon as possible. [16282/19]

09/04/2019WRR03100375. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the HPRA has imposed a require-
ment that warnings in regard to the risks of sodium valproate must be displayed on the external 
packaging of the drug and that the medication should not be dispensed without original packag-
ing. [16283/19]

09/04/2019WRR03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 372 to 375, 
inclusive, together.

This Department continues to liaise with the HSE and the Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority (HPRA), as well as other stakeholders, to help address concerns raised over the use of 
sodium valproate, also known as Epilim. 

As part of its Valproate Response Project, the HSE undertook a communication programme 
in 2018 to provide information to support the safe prescribing of valproate treatment in women 
with epilepsy, bipolar disorder and other conditions, to help prevent current and future harm 
to women of childbearing age who are pregnant or who could become pregnant while taking 
valproate medicines. To date, the communications plan has included: 

1. Issuing letters to all prescribers and pharmacists in relation to new European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) and HPRA guidelines on the use of sodium valproate;

2. Issuing patient-specific letters to GPs;

3. Issuing 2500+ letters to patients who were dispensed sodium valproate; 

4. Issuing letters to pharmacies advising them of the patient support service and requesting 
that they include a patient information leaflet every time they dispense sodium valproate;

5. Developing an information web page regarding sodium valproate; and

6. Using social media to provide regular updates to patients and stakeholders.

 In addition to this HSE programme, the HPRA has collaborated with national stakeholders, 
including patient representatives and healthcare professionals, to implement the EMA’s new 
risk minimisation measures in Ireland.
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These measures have included changes to the product information for patients and health-
care professionals; a visual warning on the packaging of valproate medicines; updated educa-
tional materials to reflect the new measures and provide age-appropriate advice; and a patient 
alert card to be attached to the packaging so that pharmacists can go through it with the patient 
when valproate is dispensed.

In tandem with the actions taken by the HPRA, the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI), 
as pharmacy regulator, has directed pharmacists that they must inform women of child-bearing 
age of the potential risk of abnormal pregnancy outcomes when supplying medicines contain-
ing valproate. This includes providing a patient leaflet and Alert Card with each supply of these 
medicines.

On 22 March, the HSE, together with Epilepsy Ireland and the Organisation for Anti-Con-
vulsant Syndrome (OACS) Ireland, held a public conference on sodium valproate with the aim 
of creating awareness for patients who were not included in the communications issued in 2018. 
Over 300 members of the public registered for this event, which focused on the response to this 
issue to date by the HSE and the HPRA. 

With regard to diagnostic pathways, the HSE has advised that it has allocated funding for a 
dedicated Genetics Clinic to be situated in the National Children’s Hospital Group. A consultant 
paediatrician has been appointed, and all paediatric patients referred to date with suspected foe-
tal valproate syndrome (FVS) have been reviewed. The HSE has established a working group 
to identify the support service needs of patients diagnosed with FVS.     

The approved product information and Package Leaflet for sodium valproate now includes 
detailed warnings and recommendations for healthcare professionals and patients regarding use 
of the drug, including the need for treatment to be initiated and supervised by a specialist expe-
rienced in the management of epilepsy or bipolar disorder. New packaging for Epilim products 
now includes a boxed warning and a pictogram indicating that use of sodium valproate can 
seriously harm an unborn baby. The PSI regularly reminds pharmacists that they must provide 
counselling and include a package leaflet and patient alert card with each supply of valproate 
medicines, whether or not the supply is made to the patient in the manufacturer’s original pack-
aging.

09/04/2019WRR03600Cosmetic Surgery

09/04/2019WRR03700376. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that the 
lack of regulations within the medical aesthetic and cosmetic surgery sector is addressed in 
order to protect public health; if his attention has been drawn to the dangers posed by botched 
procedures and unskilled and untrained persons conducting medical aesthetics; his further plans 
to combat this growing trend; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16285/19]

09/04/2019WRR03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Cosmetic surgery is currently controlled 
through the regulation of cosmetic surgeons in accordance with the Medical Practitioners Act 
2007.   Under that Act, medical practitioners,  including cosmetic surgeons, who practise medi-
cine in Ireland must be registered with the Medical Council, which has responsibility for the 
registration of medical practitioners and the regulation of their activities.

Certain medical devices used in cosmetic and aesthetic treatments are captured under medi-
cines legislation and must have a product authorisation from the Health Products Regulatory 
Authority (HPRA) or the European Medicines Agency (EMA) before being placed on the mar-
ket. There are also restrictions on who can prescribe and administer such devices as some such 
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products are subject to prescription requirements and may only be administered by registered 
medical doctors or registered dentists. 

Under legislation medical devices must also be CE marked before being placed on the 
market. The CE mark follows assessment of conformity to the relevant legislative require-
ments relating to benefit, risk, composition, safety and labelling and also of the manufacturer’s 
production standards. It does not regulate who can use the medical device or practice relating 
to the use of the device. The new EU Medical Devices Regulation (EU 2017/745), due to be 
commenced in May 2020, formally includes dermal fillers in Annex XVI within the scope of 
medical device regulation as devices without a medical purpose (cosmetic).

The HPRA’s regulatory role involves monitoring the safety of medical devices in Ireland 
after they are placed on the market. The HPRA also operates a national reporting system for 
medical devices where users of devices are encouraged to report incidents or problems associ-
ated with their use to the HPRA. 

Where a significant safety or quality concern is identified with the actual device, there are a 
range of regulatory actions the HPRA can take to protect public health. These include changes 
to labelling, information and safety notices to users and recalling the product from the market. 
They can also request changes or modifications to the device itself. 

Further regulation in this area will be seen following the introduction of The Patient Safety 
Licensing Bill. The General Scheme of the Bill was approved by Government on 12 December 
2017, has completed pre legislative scrutiny, and is currently with the Attorney Generals Office 
for drafting. The aim of this Bill is to improve patient safety by ensuring that providers of health 
services do not operate below core standards, which are applied in a consistent and systematic 
way. Public and private hospitals and providers of high risk healthcare activities taking place 
outside a hospital setting will require a license to operate. HIQA will be the licensing author-
ity. The non-hospital high risk designated activities will be prescribed by the Minister and the 
Department is currently working to identify those activities which should be so designated. 

The Department of Health has previously recommended that anyone seeking to have a cos-
metic  surgery procedure  should seek advice from their General Practitioner (GP) to  ensure 
that they are a suitable candidate for the procedure in question.  GP’s can then recommend a 
reputable specialist practitioner in this area.

The Department further recommended a consultation with an appropriately registered plas-
tic surgeon. In  Ireland, such surgeons can be found by examining the online register of medi-
cal practitioners found at the website of the Medical Council.  A patient can also establish if 
a surgeon is a full member of the Irish Association of Plastic Surgeons at the website of that 
organisation; all of its members have had full specialist training and are on the Specialist Reg-
ister in Plastic And Reconstructive Surgery of the Medical Council. Specific advice, which has 
been prepared by the Chief Medical Officer and the Irish Association of Plastic Surgeons, is 
also available on the website of my Department.

09/04/2019WRR03900Disabilities Assessments

09/04/2019WRR04000377. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will have an assessment of need under the Disability Act 2005; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16286/19]

09/04/2019WRR04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
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empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRR04200Hospital Appointments Status

09/04/2019WRR04300378. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a MRI scan 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied). [16296/19]

09/04/2019WRR04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRR04500Occupational Therapy Data

09/04/2019WRR04600379. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children await-
ing occupational therapy as part of the assessment of need first-time assessment by county in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16298/19]

09/04/2019WRR04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRR04800National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

09/04/2019WRR04900380. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when a report by a company (details 
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supplied) into the cost overruns in the national children’s hospital will be published; the reason 
it has been delayed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16304/19]

09/04/2019WRR05000431. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health when he expects a report (details 
supplied) into the national children’s hospital overspend to be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16544/19]

09/04/2019WRR05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 380 and 
431 together.

The independent review of escalation in costs in the New Children’s Hospital undertaken 
by PwC has been completed, and was published today, following discussion by Government.

The report confirms that the Government decision in December 2018 to continue with this 
project, based on the advice available at the time, was the correct decision – any alternative 
course of action would have resulted in significant delay, increased costs and the possibility 
that the hospital would not be built. The report also points out areas of weakness that need to be 
addressed and strengthened to support the project to successful completion.  

I will consider the report findings and recommendations in detail with the Minister for Pub-
lic Expenditure & Reform, our respective Departments, the HSE and the Chair of the NPHDB 
and we will revert to Government next month setting out our considered response to the report.

09/04/2019WRS00200Patient Data

09/04/2019WRS00300381. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients being treated 
for cataracts in public and private hospitals by year and hospital in each of the years 2015 to 
2018 and to date in 2019. [16305/19]

09/04/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this regard 
I am committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

Cataract surgery is one of the most common surgical procedures carried out in the Oph-
thalmology specialty and is one of the targeted high-volume procedures of the Scheduled Care 
Access Plan for both 2018 and 2019. 

Waiting List figures published by the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) for the end 
of February show the total number of patients waiting for a cataract procedure fell from 10,024 
in July 2017 to under 6,300, a reduction of almost 38%. 

The numbers waiting more than 3 months halved in the same period, down from 8,000 to 
just under 4,000, while those waiting more than 9 months fell from 4,371 to 536, a reduction 
of 88%.

Last year also saw the establishment of a dedicated Cataract Centre at Nenagh Hospital. 
This is a stand-alone high-volume consultant-led cataract theatre facility which, at full capacity, 
will provide a 5-day service and is expected to deliver approximately 2,000 cataract procedures 
in 2019. 

Budget 2019 announced that the Government had further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the NTPF increasing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 
2019. 
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 The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was pub-
lished in March and sets out measures to improve care for patients waiting for scheduled care in 
2019 by reducing waiting times for inpatient, day case and outpatient appointments. The plan 
places a strong focus on ten high-volume procedures, including cataracts. When combined with 
HSE activity it is projected that the NTPF will be in a position to offer treatment to all clinically 
suitable patients waiting more than 6 months for one of these procedures.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRS00500Patient Data

09/04/2019WRS00600382. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients being treated 
in Croom Hospital in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [16309/19]

09/04/2019WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRS00800Health Services Provision

09/04/2019WRS00900383. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the rheumatology services 
available for persons in County Wexford; if he is satisfied that there is adequate community 
rheumatology cover to deal with the demand in the county; his views on whether there is a 
threat to the rheumatology services being provided for the county at Waterford Regional Hos-
pital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16310/19]

09/04/2019WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

09/04/2019WRS01100Services for People with Disabilities

09/04/2019WRS01200384. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the charges that persons with 
disabilities attending HSE care or rehab centres in counties Cavan and Monaghan will cover; if 
this includes insurance; the rationale for such a charge in view of the fact that it is an additional 
expense on vulnerable persons and families. [16326/19]

09/04/2019WRS01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRS01400HSE Waiting Lists
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09/04/2019WRS01500385. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the number of children diagnosed 
with autism and other behavioural conditions such as ADHD and so on in HSE community 
organisation 7 area who are on waiting lists for the early bird programme (details supplied), 
speech and language therapy, psychology and occupational therapy; the average length of time 
these children will be waiting on lists for the services in the area; the number of children on the 
waiting list for a diagnosis assessment in the area; and the length of time they have been wait-
ing.  [16374/19]

09/04/2019WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

 As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRS01700Medical Card Applications

09/04/2019WRS01800386. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will issue 
on discretionary grounds to a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16382/19]

09/04/2019WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRS02000Ambulance Service Staff

09/04/2019WRS02100387. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance 
staff that have been suspended over the past year; the number on suspension; and the length of 
time each suspension has lasted. [16418/19]

09/04/2019WRS02200388. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the length of time it took to 
investigate and conclude each ambulance staff suspension in 2018; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16419/19]

09/04/2019WRS02300389. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the procedure in place to 
bring to conclusion ambulance staff suspensions; if there are agreed timelines for these proce-
dures; if so, if they are being met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16420/19]

09/04/2019WRS02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 387 to 389, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

09/04/2019WRS02700Cannabis for Medicinal Use

09/04/2019WRS02800390. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health when the compassionate 
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access programme for medicinal cannabis will be available; if it is planned to accommodate 
persons currently using licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16421/19]

09/04/2019WRS02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Good progress is being made in establishing 
the Cannabis for Medical Use Access Programme:

1. clinical guidelines have been drawn up and published,

2. secondary legislation is being drafted to underpin the Programme, 

3. cannabis products for use under the Programme, once reviewed for suitable for medical 
use, will be published on an ‘approved list’ 

Background

The Health Products Regulatory Authority’s (HPRA) report ‘Cannabis for Medical Use – A 
Scientific Review’ recommended that if access to cannabis is to be permitted for medical pur-
poses, it’s use should only be initiated as part of a structured process of formal on-going clinical 
evaluation, in a limited number of clearly defined medical conditions, which have failed to re-
spond to all other previous treatments, and where there is at least modest evidence that cannabis 
may be effective.

All such patients should be under the direct supervision of an appropriately trained and ex-
perienced medical consultant. The specified medical conditions (medical indications) are:

- Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis;

- Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy;

- Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

The purpose of the Access Programme is to facilitate access to cannabis-based products or 
preparations that are of a standardised quality and which meet an acceptable level of quality 
assurance during the manufacturing process.

Quality Standards for medical cannabis products

The Programme aims to facilitate access to certain ‘acceptable’ cannabis products which 
have not been authorised as medicines by a statutory Medicines Competent Authority. Such 
products are not subject to the same rigorous safety, quality and efficacy standards that are in 
place for medicines, nor are the producers subject to the same responsibilities as the marketing 
authorisation holders for authorised medicines. Therefore, whilst efficacy and safety data are 
not available for these products, it is crucially important to be assured, as far as possible, of the 
quality standards of these products.  

Access to Medical Cannabis products

Availability of cannabis products that are of an appropriate quality standard and are afford-
able to patients is critical in establishing the access programme. The Department is aware of 
only two countries, Canada and the Netherlands, who currently permit commercial export of 
cannabis products which meet acceptable quality control standards, beyond their borders. The 
Netherlands permits exports of cannabis dried herb products only, It does not permit commer-
cial export of oil-based cannabis formulations. Canada permits commercial export of all formu-
lations of cannabis products for medical use.  

Department officials are working intensively on finding solutions to the supply of appropri-
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ate products for Irish patients and maintain regular contact with their counterparts in Denmark 
and Canada. 

Ministerial Licence Access Route

Pending full operation of the Access Programme, doctors may continue to utilise the Min-
isterial licencing route to prescribe medical cannabis for their patients. It is intended that the 
Ministerial licence application scheme will continue to operate in parallel with the Cannabis 
for Medical Use Access Programme, after the programme becomes operational, for exceptional 
cases only where there is an unmet clinical need.

While both the Access Programme and the Ministerial licence route might run in parallel 
initially, it is possible that some of the patients currently using the Ministerial licence route 
might, where that is possible, be subsumed into the Access Programme, should their treating 
clinician decide to change their current prescribed cannabis medication to a product that will 
be provided under the Access Programme. It may not be possible for all the current Ministerial 
licence holders to transfer immediately; however this will be based on a clinical decision.

Department of Health Website 

The Department of Health website contains detailed information on medical cannabis, in-
cluding clinical guidance on the use of medical cannabis. It is updated in the event of new 
developments on the issue.

09/04/2019WRS03000Patient Data

09/04/2019WRS03100391. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients being treated 
in Croom Hospital in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019. [16422/19]

09/04/2019WRS03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

09/04/2019WRS03300National Maternity Strategy Funding

09/04/2019WRS03400392. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the reason the earlier 
ring-fenced funding for new developments in the National Maternity Strategy has stalled in 
the 2019 HSE national service plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16429/19]

09/04/2019WRS03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Implementation of the National Maternity 
Strategy is continuing, led by the HSE National Women and Infants Health Programme (NWI-
HP).  The Strategy represents a significant development in the delivery of national maternity 
policy that will fundamentally change how maternity care is delivered in this country. 

In 2016, the year the Strategy was launched, development funding of €3m was provided for 
maternity services.  This was followed by increased funding of €6.8m in 2017.  In 2018, €4.15m 
development funding was allocated to the NWIHP to progress the Strategy.  Funding of €3.1m 
is being made available to the NWIHP in 2019 to continue services introduced in 2018, along 
with an additional €1m funding to further progress the Strategy. 

Funding allocated to-date for the Strategy’s implementation, has helped to improve the qual-
ity and safety of our maternity services through the recruitment of additional midwives, con-
sultants, theatre staff, ultrasonographers and quality and safety managers, by increasing access 
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to routine anomaly scanning and through the continued roll-out of the Maternal and Newborn 
Clinical Management System. My Department will continue to work with the NWIHP in 2019 
to support ongoing implementation of the Strategy.

09/04/2019WRS03600Home Help Service Provision

09/04/2019WRS03700393. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be 
given to providing home help hours to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16438/19]

09/04/2019WRS03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

09/04/2019WRS03900Hospital Appointments Status

09/04/2019WRS04000394. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16441/19]

09/04/2019WRS04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRS04200Hospital Appointments Status

09/04/2019WRS04300395. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16443/19]

09/04/2019WRS04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRS04500Hospital Appointments Status

09/04/2019WRS04600396. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment from Letterkenny University Hospital; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16446/19]

09/04/2019WRS04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRS04800Hospital Appointments Status

09/04/2019WRS04900397. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal will be considered for an earlier appointment from Letterkenny University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16447/19]

09/04/2019WRS05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRS05100Hospital Appointments Delays

09/04/2019WRS05200398. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the delay in the allocation of an 
appointment for a person (details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16464/19]

09/04/2019WRS05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.



Questions - Written Answers

172

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRT00200Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRT00300399. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults, respectively, waiting for initial occupational therapy assessment at 31 March 2019 by 
CHO and LHO area, in tabular form; the comparative figure as at 31 March 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16465/19]

09/04/2019WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

09/04/2019WRT00500Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRT00600400. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults, respectively, waiting for initial speech and language therapy assessment at 31 March 
2019 by CHO and LHO area, in tabular form; the comparative figure as at 31 March 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16466/19]

09/04/2019WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

09/04/2019WRT00800Home Care Packages Data

09/04/2019WRT00900401. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of older persons 
waiting for home support packages at 31 March 2018 and 31 March 2019; the waiting lists for 
homecare packages by CHO and LHO, in tabular form at the same dates; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16467/19]

09/04/2019WRT01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

09/04/2019WRT01100Home Care Packages Data

09/04/2019WRT01200402. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
packages provided for the first quarter of 2018 compared to the number provided in the first 
quarter of 2019 by CHO and LHO, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [16468/19]

09/04/2019WRT01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

09/04/2019WRT01400Dental Services Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRT01500403. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for a dental appointment at 31 March 2018 and 31 March 2019 by CHO and LHO area, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16469/19]

09/04/2019WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRT01700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

09/04/2019WRT01800404. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for a CAMHS appointment at 31 March 2018 and 31 March 2019 by CHO and LHO area, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16470/19]

09/04/2019WRT01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRT02000General Practitioner Data

09/04/2019WRT02100405. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health The communities without a 
general practitioner in view of the recent action of general practitioner representatives (details 
supplied); and his plans to address this disparity and the deepening general practitioner short-
age. [16471/19]

09/04/2019WRT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is aware of workforce 
issues facing general practice, including the influence of demographic factors, and has imple-
mented a number of measures to improve recruitment and retention in general practice.

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS/GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced. There has also been a huge expansion in the num-
ber of training places on GP training programmes in recent years; up from 120 places in 2009 
to 193 filled in 2018.

It is acknowledged that there are many challenges in general practice.  That is why my 
Department and the HSE has been engaging with GP representatives on the development of a 
package of measures and reforms to modernise the current GMS contract. 

I am pleased that agreement has now been reached with the Irish Medical Organisation on a 
major package of GP contractual reforms which will benefit patients and GPs.  In return for co-
operation with the service developments and reforms, the Government will increase investment 
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in general practice by approximately 40% (€210 million) over the next four years.  This will see 
significant increases in capitation fees for GPs who participate in the reform programme and 
the introduction of new fees and subsidies for additional services such as the chronic disease 
programme.

There will be increased support for GPs working in rural practices and for those in disad-
vantaged urban areas. Improvements in the maternity and paternity leave arrangements have 
also been agreed, in recognition of the need to ensure that general practice is compatible with 
doctors’ family friendly commitments. 

I am confident that these measures help make general practice more sustainable and help 
make general practice a more attractive career option for doctors.

09/04/2019WRT02300Hospice Services Provision

09/04/2019WRT02400406. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the counties that do not have 
hospice facilities; and the way in which he plans to address this disparity. [16472/19]

09/04/2019WRT02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): At present, there are 
11 specialist inpatient palliative care units or hospices, with four in Dublin and one each in 
Cork, Donegal, Galway, Kerry, Kildare, Limerick and Sligo. Each inpatient unit has a catch-
ment area covering one or more counties or parts of counties. The number of hospice beds has 
increased by 44% over the past five years. In addition, every county has a specialist palliative 
care homecare team. Palliative care is also provided in acute hospitals, community hospitals 
and through hospice day care services, as well as by GPs and primary care teams. 

There are plans to further increase hospice bed numbers nationwide, ensuring that there 
is a hospice serving every region of the country, in accordance with national palliative care 
policy. Three new inpatient units are scheduled to open later this year, in Mayo, Waterford and 
Wicklow. A further three units are planned for development in the coming years, serving people 
with specialist palliative care needs in counties Louth, Meath, Cavan, Monaghan, Laois, Offaly, 
Longford and Westmeath. Once these inpatient units are opened, there will be hospice coverage 
for every county in the country. 

09/04/2019WRT02600Respite Care Services Availability

09/04/2019WRT02700407. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of respite care 
hours provided for the first quarter of 2018 compared to the first quarter of 2019 by CHO and 
LHO, in tabular form. [16473/19]

09/04/2019WRT02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

09/04/2019WRT02900Primary Care Centres Data

09/04/2019WRT03000408. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the communities that are recog-
nised as being greater than 90 minutes away from, by car or by ambulance, from the nearest 
primary PCI hospital. [16474/19]
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09/04/2019WRT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris):  As this is a service matter, the question has 
been referred to the HSE for attention and will reply directly to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRT03200Hospital Appointments Delays

09/04/2019WRT03300409. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital appoint-
ments rescheduled by the endocrinology clinic in St. Columcille’s Hospital, Loughlinstown in 
each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number rescheduled by the patient or the 
clinic, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16475/19]

09/04/2019WRT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Maintaining scheduled care access for all 
patients is a key priority for hospitals. I fully acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for 
patients and their families when appointments are cancelled, particularly for clinically urgent 
procedures.  

While every effort is made to avoid cancellation or postponement of appointments, the HSE 
advise that appointments can be postponed or cancelled for a variety of reasons including ca-
pacity issues due to increased scheduled and unscheduled care demand, medical reasons, and 
patient choice. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRT03500Legislative Measures

09/04/2019WRT03600410. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the preparations undertaken 
for commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 by his 
Department and the HSE; the outstanding issues that remain; when Parts 2 and 3 will be com-
menced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16476/19]

09/04/2019WRT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are working 
towards putting in place a number of important administrative and operational arrangements 
that are essential for the implementation of Parts 2 & 3. This includes the establishment of the 
National Donor-Conceived Person Register (the “Register”), the purpose of which is to vindi-
cate the rights of a donor-conceived child to access information on their genetic heritage. This 
is based on the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child concerning the right 
of a child to an identity and internationally regarded as best practice. However, as the Register 
will contain personal and potentially sensitive information about the various parties to a DAHR 
procedure, and particularly about the children born as a result of the procedures, robust data 
protection measures must be put in place prior to the establishment of the Register. 

The commencement of Parts 2 & 3 of the Act also requires consent forms relating to the par-
ties to a DAHR procedure (donors and intending parents) to be prescribed by regulations. The 
Department is liaising with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel in relation to the drafting 
of those regulations.

In addition, the appointment of authorised persons to ensure compliance of DAHR facilities 
with their obligations under this Act also needs to be finalised. It is my intention that Parts 2 & 
3 of the Act will be commenced as soon as possible.
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09/04/2019WRT03800Health Services Funding

09/04/2019WRT03900411. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health despite funding being included 
in the 2019 Estimates for speech and language therapy, social work, chaplains and physiother-
apy for an area (details supplied), the reason some of these services are not receiving funding. 
[16477/19]

09/04/2019WRT04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The overall 
current expenditure allocation provided for Health as part of the Estimates process was €16.050 
billion for 2019. Based on this level of funding, the HSE Directorate has prepared the National 
Service Plan (NSP) for 2019.   A key priority underpinning the preparation of the NSP was to 
ensure that resources were targeted towards providing care and support for those patients and 
clients most in need, whilst also ensuring that the greatest value possible is achieved from the 
entirety of the resources available.   

In relation to the allocation of funding to specific community services, the HSE are currently 
preparing Community Healthcare Operational Plans for 2019 having regard to the funding al-
locations and performance metrics set out in the NSP.   I have therefore arranged for the HSE to 
respond directly to the Deputy on the particular issue raised.

09/04/2019WRT04100Primary Care Centres Data

09/04/2019WRT04200412. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Health the number of new pri-
mary care centres opened since the beginning of 2011, by county, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16478/19]

09/04/2019WRT04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRT04400Services for People with Disabilities

09/04/2019WRT04500413. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of disability managers 
allocated to counties Laois and Offaly. [16511/19]

09/04/2019WRT04600414. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of disability manager 
posts filled in counties Laois and Offaly. [16512/19]

09/04/2019WRT04700415. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of posts allocated to 
early intervention and school aged 0 to 18 teams in counties Laois and Offaly. [16513/19]

09/04/2019WRT04800416. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of posts filled with 
regard to to early intervention and school aged 0 to 18 teams in counties Laois and Offaly. 
[16514/19]

09/04/2019WRT04900417. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the specific posts relating to early 
intervention and school aged 0 to 18 teams in counties Laois and Offaly that still need to be 
filled. [16515/19]

09/04/2019WRT05000418. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of permanent posts  
in respect of early intervention and school aged 0 to 18 teams in counties Laois and Offaly.  
[16516/19]
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09/04/2019WRT05100419. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of temporary posts  
in respect of early intervention and school aged 0 to 18 teams in counties Laois and Offaly.  
[16517/19]

09/04/2019WRT05200420. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of agency staff re-
cruited to fill posts in respect of early intervention and school aged 0 to 18 teams in counties 
Laois and Offaly. [16518/19]

09/04/2019WRT05300421. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of additional therapy 
staff allocated in counties Laois and Offaly in the context of rolling out the 0 to 18s programme. 
[16519/19]

09/04/2019WRT05400422. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of psychology  posts 
allocated in counties Laois and Offaly in the context of early intervention and the 0 to 18s pro-
gramme.  [16520/19]

09/04/2019WRT05500423. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of psychology posts va-
cant in counties Laois and Offaly in the context of early intervention and 0 to 18s programmes. 
[16521/19]

09/04/2019WRT05600424. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of agency psycholo-
gists filling posts in counties Laois and Offaly in respect of the early intervention and 0 to 18s 
programmes. [16522/19]

09/04/2019WRT05700425. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of private psycholo-
gists filling posts in respect of the early intervention and 0 to 18s programme in counties Laois 
and Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16523/19]

09/04/2019WRT05800427. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the positions both allocated and 
filled in counties Laois and Offaly in the context of early intervention and school aged 0 to 18s 
teams in respect of speech and language therapy, social work, physiotherapy and occupational 
therapy, in tabular form. [16525/19]

09/04/2019WRT05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 413 to 425, inclusive, and 427 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred 
to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRU01100HSE Staff Training

09/04/2019WRU01200426. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding allocated by 
the HSE to trainee clinical psychologists posts since 2016. [16524/19]

09/04/2019WRU01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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Question No. 427 answered with Question No. 413.

09/04/2019WRU01500Services for People with Disabilities

09/04/2019WRU01600428. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the additional amount of fund-
ing allocated for personal assistants for persons with disabilities in each budget since 2016. 
[16526/19]

09/04/2019WRU01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

 As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRU01800Motorised Transport Grant

09/04/2019WRU01900429. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if a new scheme will replace the 
motorised transport grant which was previously cut; and if so, when the new scheme will be 
implemented. [16530/19]

09/04/2019WRU02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013.

My colleague, the Minister for Health and I, brought a Memorandum to Government in May 
2018 on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Following  consideration of 
the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at the time.  
I intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discussions 
at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris on the best 
way to progress the Transport Scheme.

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges.  Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices.  Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.
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09/04/2019WRU02100Physiotherapy Provision

09/04/2019WRU02200430. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the steps which can be taken to 
assist a person (details supplied). [16537/19]

09/04/2019WRU02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

Question No. 431 answered with Question No. 380.

09/04/2019WRU02500Ambulance Service Staff

09/04/2019WRU02600432. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the bases the 12 additional 
ambulance service personnel will be deployed to in the north-west region; when a second am-
bulance will be allocated to Carrick-on-Shannon in view of the demand in the area for services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16545/19]

09/04/2019WRU02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to the Deputy directly. 

09/04/2019WRU02800Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRU02900433. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of orthodon-
tic treatment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16553/19]

09/04/2019WRU03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRU03100Medicinal Products Availability

09/04/2019WRU03200434. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health his views on the availability of 
the necessary quantities of Epilim chromospheres in adequate dosages in pharmacies, particu-
larly for patients prescribed daily dosages of 2,000 mg or more; if his attention has been drawn 
to reports of patients finding it difficult to access the medication; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16558/19]

09/04/2019WRU03300444. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the situation in which 
pharmacists are restricted in the amount of chromospheres they are allowed to keep, with par-
ticular reference to the fact that such restrictions do not appear to be required in other EU states 
and cause considerable hardship to persons who require same. [16590/19]

09/04/2019WRU03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 434 and 
444 together.

The company which markets Epilim has confirmed to the Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority that there is no shortage of Epilim products, including Chronosphere, in Ireland.  Any 
pharmacy that needs more than its allocated stock of this product can contact the company to 
supply more.  There is no restriction in place for this product that would impact a pharmacy’s 
ability to meet patient needs.
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09/04/2019WRV00200Psychological Services

09/04/2019WRV00300435. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the pathways for adult ADHD 
diagnosis. [16575/19]

09/04/2019WRV00400436. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for adult 
ADHD diagnosis. [16576/19]

09/04/2019WRV00500437. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE psychia-
trists that deal with adult ADHD diagnosis. [16577/19]

09/04/2019WRV00600438. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the public health services avail-
able for adults with ADHD. [16578/19]

09/04/2019WRV00700439. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the national clini-
cal programme for adults with ADHD. [16579/19]

09/04/2019WRV00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 435 to 439, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

09/04/2019WRV01300Health Reports

09/04/2019WRV01400440. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the Chief Medical 
Officer in compiling a report on the use of mesh did not facilitate a meeting with women injured 
by mesh (details supplied). [16584/19]

09/04/2019WRV01500441. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if an independent investigation 
will be undertaken to examine the use of mesh implants here. [16585/19]

09/04/2019WRV01600442. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason women injured by 
mesh implantations were not and will not be offered an opportunity to testify in relation to their 
experiences (details supplied). [16586/19]

09/04/2019WRV01700461. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if matters (details supplied) 
in relation to health problems will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16647/19]

09/04/2019WRV01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 440 to 442, 
inclusive, and 461 together.

 As Minister for Health, I requested Dr Tony Holohan, Chief Medical Officer, CMO, to draft 
a report on the use of Uro-Gynaecological Mesh in the surgical treatment of stress urinary in-
continence, SUI, and pelvic organ prolapse, POP, in women.  The report covers the clinical and 
technical issues involved in ensuring both:

1. the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and

2. an appropriate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing 
such procedures.

This report has been completed and was published on the Department of Health website on 
21 November 2018. Preparation of the report involved consultation and engagement with na-
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tional and international bodies, including the Health Products Regulatory Agency (HPRA); the 
relevant professional training bodies, the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecology (IOG) and 
the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI); the Continence Foundation of Ireland (CFI) 
and the Health Service Executive (HSE), as well as colleagues in other jurisdictions.  The report 
was informed by review of international reports and safety reviews of mesh surgery which have 
been published in recent years. 

 The report was informed by the personal experiences and concerns of women who have 
suffered complications following mesh surgery, including through written representations to 
me and my Department, those concerns raised in Parliamentary Questions on this subject, and 
the issues raised by the Mesh Survivors Ireland group at its meeting with me on 14 June 2018.  
I acknowledge the bravery, commitment and dignity shown by the women I met and by those 
women who have written to me concerning this issue, in sharing what were often harrowing, 
deeply personal experiences.

The priority issues relating to patient care which were raised by women suffering complica-
tions and by others on their behalf are addressed in the report recommendations and are being 
addressed by the HSE. 

It is important to note that the views of the many women who have undergone mesh proce-
dures and have had satisfactory outcomes, with minor or no complications, were not formally 
sought and so are not reflected in this report. Also, following the implementation of a pause in 
mesh procedures by the HSE in July 2018, a number of women whose procedures were post-
poned wrote to me and my Department expressing concern at the impact that this is having on 
them personally as they await treatment for the distressing symptoms of SUI, reflecting another 
important group of women affected directly by this issue.

 The CMO’s Report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic 
mesh devices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than tradi-
tional SUI and POP procedures. However, mesh devices are associated with significant and 
severe complications in a minority of women. These are of concern given the difficulties of 
mesh implant removal.

  The Report makes 19 recommendations including:

- the development of patient information and informed consent materials;

- surgical professional training and multidisciplinary expertise in units carrying out mesh 
procedures;

- the development of clinical guidance;

- the development of information systems to monitor the ongoing use of mesh devices;

- ensuring the reporting of mesh related complications; and

- ensuring timely, appropriate and accessible care pathways for the management of women 
with complications.

 In advance of the report’s completion, the HSE was requested in May 2018 to begin work 
immediately on the development of national standardised patient information and informed 
consent materials and the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate 
referral services for women suffering serious complications. The HSE was also asked by the 
Chief Medical Officer on 24 July to pause all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so, 
until a number of key recommendations are implemented. 
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A Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory Group has been convened by the HSE, to advise on 
and progress all of the recommendations.  The Group includes three patient representatives, 
as well as representatives of the HPRA, the IOG, the RCSI, the CFI and all Hospital Groups 
to advise on and action all of the recommendations above. The HSE has advised that it is un-
able to facilitate membership on the Advisory Group to every patient or patient group who 
has a mesh experience. The NWIHP has sought to have a range of mesh experiences from the 
patient’s perspective represented by a patient advocate on the Group – including patients who 
have had mesh with post-operative problems, patients who have had successful mesh surgery 
and patients who are on the waiting list for a mesh procedure.  The HSE advises that women 
who wish to submit views or submissions to the overall work of the Group should contact the 
National Women & Infants Health Programme at smi.nwihp@hse.ie.

I am informed that an ongoing work programme for the development of appropriate patient 
information resources and consent materials, and the clarification and development of treatment 
pathways and appropriate referral services for women suffering from mesh-related complica-
tions is being progressed through this Group. The work being progressed by the HSE will in-
clude identifying the appropriate specialist clinical expertise and facilities required at hospital 
group level and nationally to provide comprehensive aftercare services. Pending the completion 
of this, the HSE will also examine the need to look at sourcing services from abroad to address 
any immediate shortfalls identified, either through utilisation of the treatment abroad scheme or 
by commissioning services from abroad. 

The HSE has advised that many women have already engaged with this pathway system and 
have attended centres for second opinion and follow up appointments.  The HSE has published 
a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including contact information for women 
suffering complications, which I hope is a useful resource. This can be found on the HSE web-
site.

The Secretary General of my Department wrote to the HSE on November 27 2018 to re-
quest that it prepare a detailed Implementation Plan for the complete set of recommendations 
set out in the CMO’s Report, to be approved by the Leadership Team in the HSE and published 
on the HSE website within three months of receipt of the report, or sooner if completed. It was 
also requested that a copy of the Implementation Plan, together with an interim report on the 
implementation of those recommendations on which work has already commenced, should be 
submitted to the Department at the time of publication of the Implementation Plan. 

I am informed that the HSE has advised that the final version of the Implementation Plan 
will be published on its website and submitted to my Department in coming weeks. 

At my recent meeting with the Mesh Survivors Ireland Group on 7 March 2019 I agreed to 
continue engagement with them on a pathway forward, to ensure that the ongoing clinical man-
agement of this patient group is in line with international best practice and emerging evidence.

09/04/2019WRV02100Hospitals Data

09/04/2019WRV02200443. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of times a black 
escalation was invoked in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date 2019, by hospital in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16589/19]

09/04/2019WRV02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE National Escalation Framework 
consists of a tiered and incremental suite of actions to be adapted and implemented in hospitals 
with an ED during times when such hospitals are challenged in matching capacity and demand 
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for acute inpatient care.   

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 444 answered with Question No. 434.

Question No. 445 answered with Question No. 350.

09/04/2019WRV02600Medical Card Data

09/04/2019WRV02700446. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the process in place for persons 
with Down’s syndrome in receipt of a medical card; if these can be issued for a minimum of 
a three year basis instead of asking a person with Down syndrome to fill out an online review 
often on an annual basis; if the practice which occurs on some occasions in which the person 
with Down syndrome is asked over the phone if they still have Down syndrome will be ceased; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16609/19]

09/04/2019WRV02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In accordance with the provisions of the 
Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is determined by the HSE. The 
Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without due hardship, to arrange 
general practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having regard to his or 
her overall financial position and reasonable expenditure. The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical 
Need and Medical Card Eligibility also examined in 2014 the issue of awarding medical cards 
on the basis of illness and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable 
to list medical conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility. 

In responding to patients needs, the HSE has implemented revised processes to provide a 
more compassionate and more efficient process in the assessment of medical card applications. 
Such measures include the development of a Burden of Illness questionnaire which is used in 
selective circumstances where the assessing doctor in the HSE’s national medical card unit 
requires a more comprehensive assessment of an applicant’s medical and social circumstances 
and any resulting undue financial hardship.

The HSE is also required to undertake periodic reviews of eligibility in order to ensure that 
a person continues to meet the qualifying criteria required to continue holding eligibility. Every 
effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to provide a medical card 
application system that is responsive and sensitive to people’s needs, in particular, to take full 
account of the difficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the in-
come guidelines. If the HSE is made aware that a person has a particular requirement, whether 
at application or review stage, assistance will be afforded to help that person complete the ap-
plication. This assistance can be availed of through a person’s local health office or by calling 
LoCall 1890 252 919. 

09/04/2019WRV02900Medical Card Data

09/04/2019WRV03000447. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards and 
general practitioner visit cards, respectively, that were renewed in 2018; the number of these in 
which an online review form was requested; if a procedure will be put in place in circumstances 
in which there is a permanent life medical issue that medical cards can be issued on a much lon-
ger term basis which in turn will reduce the administration in the HSE and the pressure, work 
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and upset for persons with conditions such as Down syndrome; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16610/19]

09/04/2019WRV03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRV03200Orthodontic Services

09/04/2019WRV03300448. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce preventa-
tive orthodontic screening for children as part of the new oral health policy; his further plans to 
recruit the services of private orthodontists for such screening; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that early intervention is crucial to prevent acute orthodontic issues for children in 
later life; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16611/19]

09/04/2019WRV03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 3 April 2019, I published  Smile agus 
Sláinte, the new National Oral Health Policy together with my colleague Regina Doherty TD 
the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

The Policy supports a preventive approach. Under the Policy, all children up to 16 years 
will have available to them eight oral healthcare packages consisting of examinations, assess-
ments (including orthodontic assessments), advice, prevention interventions, emergency care 
and referral as appropriate. The packages will be provided in a primary care setting by oral 
healthcare practitioners contracted by the HSE. The Policy supports the development of clinical 
care pathways to ensure that some aspects of orthodontic care, where appropriate, will be more 
readily available in a primary dental care practice. Stakeholders including the Dental Council 
will have an important role in progressing this. 

09/04/2019WRV03500Dental Services Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRV03600449. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for a public dental assessment in County Louth; the number waiting for 6, 12 and 18 months or 
longer, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16614/19]

09/04/2019WRV03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRV03800Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRV03900450. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of children in County 
Louth on the orthodontic waiting list; the number waiting 6, 12, 18 and over 18 months, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16615/19]

09/04/2019WRV04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRV04100Health Services Funding

09/04/2019WRV04200451. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when adequate resources will 
be provided to an association (details supplied) to ensure an improved level of services for pa-
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tients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16616/19]

09/04/2019WRV04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRV04400Hospital Staff Recruitment

09/04/2019WRV04500452. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when an audiologist will be ap-
pointed to County Carlow to replace the retiring physician from Carlow District Hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16617/19]

09/04/2019WRV04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRW00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

09/04/2019WRW00300453. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the staff complement sanc-
tioned for Slaney House, County Wexford; if the full staff complement is in place; the hours of 
operation of the facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16619/19]

09/04/2019WRW00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

09/04/2019WRW00500Legislative Process

09/04/2019WRW00600454. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of section 23 of the 
Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018; when he plans to commence the section; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16622/19]

09/04/2019WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I commenced section 23 of the Public Health 
(Alcohol) Act by Order of 1 November 2018 and the section came into operation on 12 Novem-
ber 2018. 

Section 23 gives the Minister for Health the power to make regulations in relation to the sale 
and supply of alcohol products. Regulations are currently being developed and will be finalised 
with the assistance of the Office of the Attorney General. 

09/04/2019WRW00800Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

09/04/2019WRW00900455. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when the planned three year 
cap on farm assets for the assessment of means under the fair deal scheme will come into force; 
the reason for the delays being experienced in the introduction of this new measure; his plans 
to apply the new criteria retrospectively with respect to current applicants of the scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16629/19]

09/04/2019WRW01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions based on farm as-



Questions - Written Answers

186

sets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, has been ap-
proved by Government. My Department is working on the development of draft Heads of Bill 
while considering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may 
need to be addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. 

The General Scheme of a Bill has been drafted and we are currently working closely with 
legal advisers on advice and legal quality control. The focus on matters relating to Brexit, 
including planning and preparing in a legal and legislative context, has unfortunately had an 
impact on progressing the Heads of Bill. However, subject to legal advice, I expect to bring the 
Heads of Bill to Government in May. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect in 2019 
subject to the legislative process.

09/04/2019WRW01100Ambulance Service Provision

09/04/2019WRW01200456. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the level of ambulance ser-
vice provision for Maynooth, Celbridge and Leixlip, County Kildare; the amount of cover pro-
vided to each area over a 24/7 period in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16630/19]

09/04/2019WRW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

Question No. 457 answered with Question No. 344.

09/04/2019WRW01500National Treatment Purchase Fund Eligibility

09/04/2019WRW01600458. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if children on the waiting list 
for psychological assessment can avail of the national treatment purchase plan; and if they can 
avail of this plan for treatment. [16642/19]

09/04/2019WRW01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Developing Mental 
Health services remains a priority for Government. The Budget for 2019 provided an additional 
€55 million to progress new developments in mental health which brings overall HSE mental 
health funding to nearly €1 billion this year. 

Access to specialist mental health services is typically via GP services, and specialist mental 
health services are provided in local community areas. These include acute inpatient services, 
day hospitals, outpatient clinics, community-based mental health teams (CAMHs, general adult 
and psychiatry of later life), mental health of intellectual disability, community residential and 
continuing care residential services. Sub-specialties include rehabilitation and recovery, eating 
disorders, liaison psychiatry and perinatal mental health. 

In 2018, 114 new Assistant Psychologists and 20 Psychologists were recruited to the HSE 
Primary Care service, to help relieve pressures on the specialist CAMHS service. Minister Daly 
recently approved 10 new Advanced Nurse Practitioner (ANP) posts to improve CAMHS.

The HSE is committed to the provision of evidence based Psychological Interventions for 
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young people. These interventions are delivered mainly through Primary Care and where nec-
essary through CAMHS Teams. In addition, significant additional funding has been allocated 
to Non-Governmental Organisations e.g. Jigsaw to improve access to young people seeking 
Psychological assistance.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, the role of the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) is to authorise public hospitals to offer NTPF-funded treatment to clini-
cally suitable long waiting patients who are on an acute hospital inpatient/day case waiting list 
for surgery, having been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment by a consultant/
specialist at an outpatient clinic

As psychological assessments and CAMHs services are not Inpatient/Daycase or Outpatient 
waiting lists within an Acute hospital setting, they do not meet current NTPF criteria. 

09/04/2019WRW01800Nursing Home Services

09/04/2019WRW01900459. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in age 
cohorts (details supplied) in nursing homes across the State. [16643/19]

09/04/2019WRW02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

Question No. 460 answered with Question No. 344.

Question No. 461 answered with Question No. 440.

09/04/2019WRW02300Hospitals Capital Programme

09/04/2019WRW02400462. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the capital expenditure planned 
for the Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar in relation to the necessary upgrading and re-
furbishment that is set out to include the provision of new theatres and ancillary services and 
additional staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16659/19]

09/04/2019WRW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to developments at the Regional Hospital Mullingar.

09/04/2019WRW02600Home Care Packages Data

09/04/2019WRW02700463. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in receipt 
of home support services to date; the number approved and waiting for home support services 
in each CHO area; the number of persons waiting for more than one, three and six months, re-
spectively for home support services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16686/19]

09/04/2019WRW02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

09/04/2019WRW02900Health Services Provision
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09/04/2019WRW03000464. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has been waiting since 1 April 2019 to go to a step down unit in County Monaghan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16694/19]

09/04/2019WRW03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

09/04/2019WRW03200Hospital Waiting Lists

09/04/2019WRW03300465. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will have a procedure carried out. [16695/19]

09/04/2019WRW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

09/04/2019WRW03500Hare Coursing

09/04/2019WRW03600466. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will report on the 2018 meeting of the coursing monitoring committee; the items of 
importance that were discussed at the meeting; the decisions made; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16085/19]

09/04/2019WRW03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Monitor-
ing Committee on Coursing meets annually and considers, inter alia, any issues arising from 
the previous coursing  season.  Wildlife Rangers from the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
and veterinary inspectors from my Department attend these meetings and report on their find-
ings.  The Monitoring Committee also arranges to have any complaints or reported incidents 
investigated.

At the 2018 meeting, a range of issues relating to the health, welfare and conservation of the 
Irish hare were discussed, in addition to a review of the 2017/2018 coursing season.

09/04/2019WRW03800Hare Coursing

09/04/2019WRW03900467. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason the minutes of the 2018 meeting of the coursing monitoring committee were 
not released under freedom of information but the minutes of the 2016 and 2017 meetings were 
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released; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16086/19]

09/04/2019WRW04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Monitor-
ing Committee on Coursing meets annually and inter alia, considers any issues arising from 
the previous coursing season.  Wildlife Rangers from the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
and veterinary inspectors from my Department attend these meetings and report on their find-
ings.  The Monitoring Committee also arranges to have any complaints or reported incidents 
investigated.

 The report of the Monitoring Committee on Coursing for the meeting held on 18th De-
cember 2018 was not released under the Freedom of Information Act, 2014 as the report had 
not been adopted by the Monitoring Committee at that time. This report has now subsequently 
been approved and has been released, in full, to the requester.

09/04/2019WRW04100Bord Iascaigh Mhara

09/04/2019WRW04200468. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the per-
son or body that gave permission to An Bord Iascaigh Mhara to send an aquaculture remote 
classroom bus to schools nationally to inform children that salmon farms are environmentally 
safe; the grounds on which this permission was given; and his views on whether the visits by the 
bus to schools may represent an attempt to greenwash salmon farming in view of the evidence 
that salmon farms are polluting and a danger to wild fish stocks. [16313/19]

09/04/2019WRW04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara (BIM) is the State agency with responsibility for developing the Irish sea fishing and 
aquaculture industries.  BIM is tasked with the sustainable development of the Irish seafood 
industry through a range of technical, training and business supports.  

 As the information requested relates to operational matters for BIM, I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s question to BIM for direct response.

09/04/2019WRW04400Bord Iascaigh Mhara

09/04/2019WRW04500469. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of schools to date that had a visit from the Bord Iascaigh Mhara aquaculture remote class-
room; and the number of schools it is scheduled to visit. [16314/19]

09/04/2019WRW04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The question 
asked by the Deputy concerns matters that are the responsibility of Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM).  
I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to BIM for direct response.

09/04/2019WRW04700Brexit Preparations

09/04/2019WRW04800470. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to protect Irish fishing interests at EU level; the measures he will take to pro-
tect the fishing sector in the event of a no-deal Brexit; the position regarding discussions from 
the most recent EU Council meeting of fisheries ministers; the position regarding the current 
common fisheries policy; and if a review will take place in 2019. [16041/19]

09/04/2019WRW04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Govern-
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ment published a Contingency Action Plan on 19 December last year, setting out its approach 
to dealing with a no-deal Brexit and in light of ongoing uncertainty, preparatory work has con-
tinued to take account of all possible outcomes. 

The Government has already introduced a range of measures to deal with the short-term 
impacts of Brexit.  In terms of dealing with Competitiveness issues, my Department introduced 
a €150 million low-cost loan scheme and increased funding under the Rural Development and 
Seafood Development Programmes in the 2017 Budget.   In Budget 2018, I, along with my col-
league, the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, introduced a new €300m “Brexit 
Loan Scheme” to provide affordable, flexible financing to Irish businesses that are either cur-
rently impacted by Brexit or who will be in the future - at least 40% of which will be available 
to agri-food and seafood businesses. 

Our enterprise agencies are continuing to work with seafood companies to help them to 
deal with Brexit through making them more competitive, diversifying market exposure, and 
up-skilling teams. 

My priority has been, and remains, to maintain existing levels of access to waters and re-
sources.  However, in the worst case scenario of a disorderly departure, we can expect that those 
reciprocal arrangements will be impacted, at least in the very short term.

In recent months, I have continued to have regular meetings with my European colleagues, 
especially those from the group of 8 Coastal Member States whose fisheries are potentially most 
impacted by the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, as well as the European Commission.   I am 
also working closely with key stakeholders in the Irish fishing industry and am pleased at the 
level of unity on these key issues.  In recent weeks, the EU has adopted two legislative propos-
als to help mitigate the significant impact that a “no-deal” Brexit would have on Irish fisheries.

The first proposal is to allow fishermen and operators from EU Members States to receive 
compensation under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund for the temporary cessation of 
fishing activities. This would help off-set some of the impact of a sudden closure of UK waters 
to EU fishing vessels in a no-deal scenario. The exact details of how this would work in practice 
and the funding elements are still under discussion within the EU. Of course, it would be our 
hope that such measures would not be necessary.

The second proposal amends the Regulation on the Sustainable Management of the External 
Fleets. The aim of this proposal is to ensure that the EU is in a position to grant UK vessels 
access to EU waters until the end of 2019, on the condition that EU vessels are also granted re-
ciprocal access to UK waters. The proposal also provides for a simplified procedure to authorise 
UK vessels to fish in EU waters and EU vessels to fish in UK waters – should the UK grant that 
access. This proposal is limited to 2019 and is based on the agreement in the Agriculture and 
Fisheries Council of 17 and 18 December 2018 on the fishing opportunities for 2019.

The European Commission are due to report to the Council and the European Parliament 
on the functioning of the Common Fisheries Policy by 31 December 2022.  It will be up to the 
European Commission, in accordance with the right of initiative, following such a review to 
propose possible changes. Ireland will again be a central player in that debate given the im-
portance of fisheries to our coastal communities and I would expect that, in consultation with 
stakeholders, we will aim to build on the current CFP to ensure an environmentally and eco-
nomically sustainable seafood industry. 

Any possible changes to the current Policy, and the timing of such proposals, will of course 
be influenced by the outcome of Brexit negotiations.  In that context, our overriding priority 
will be to maintain existing reciprocal access to waters and resources.  In terms of the wider 
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CFP, Ireland will be working to continue to improve the long term sustainability of the fish 
stocks upon which we rely and to ensure ongoing sufficient support for such sustainable devel-
opment of the seafood sector through the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund.

A disorderly departure, that included a loss of access to UK waters, would have very serious 
consequence for our seafood industry.  I am satisfied that, in cooperation with our stakeholders 
and EU partners we are doing all that we can to plan to mitigate the potential impacts. A disor-
derly Brexit will be about damage limitation not, unfortunately, damage elimination.

09/04/2019WRX00200Brexit Preparations

09/04/2019WRX00300471. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to protect Irish agrifood interests and farmers at EU level; the measures he 
will take to protect the sector and farmers in the event of a no-deal Brexit; the position regard-
ing discussions from the most recent EU Council meeting of agriculture ministers; the position 
regarding the common agriculture policy post-2020; and the latest developments in relation to 
the European Commission proposals published in June 2018. [16042/19]

09/04/2019WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Govern-
ment has introduced dedicated Brexit-related support measures in the three most recent Bud-
gets which were aimed at reducing both on-farm and agri business costs through, principally, 
a series of low-cost loan schemes.  Additional grant supports to Bord Bia and to Teagasc have 
been designed to intensify market and product diversification to reduce our exposure to the UK 
market. 

Most recently, a €78 million Brexit package for farmers, fishermen, and food SMEs was 
announced in the 2019 Budget.  This comprises €44 million of direct aid to farmers through 
environmental schemes, €27 million in capital funding for the food industry and €7 million for 
staff recruitment and ICT requirements to meet the increased volumes of import controls and 
export certification arising from Brexit. 

In relation to no-deal Brexit supports, I have recently met with Commissioner Hogan to dis-
cuss the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the sector and stressed the need to be ready to 
deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and processors. Com-
missioner Hogan confirmed the EU’s readiness to respond and support Ireland, and my officials 
are currently examining options in consultation with the European Commission.  

The Council of Agriculture Ministers meeting on 18 March was an important opportunity to 
highlight to the Council, the Commission and to my fellow Ministers, the impacts of a no-deal 
Brexit on the agri-food sector in Ireland and with potential knock-on effects across the EU mar-
ket as a whole.  During the discussion on the meat market, I outlined the exposure of the Irish 
beef sector in particular and called for the full suite of measures available under the Common 
Market Organisation, including targeted support for farmers, to be deployed rapidly in the event 
of a no-deal Brexit.  I also referred to the need to protect the EU beef sector in trade discussions 
with Mercosur, against the background of the significant uncertainty arising from Brexit.   I also 
highlighted the exposure of the Irish fisheries sector, and the need for careful joint EU manage-
ment of fisheries resources, as well as financial supports for fishermen and their communities.

Negotiations on the CAP legislative proposals are ongoing at EU level.  Since the proposals 
were launched in June 2018, a significant number of Working Group meetings have taken place 
under the Austrian and Romanian Presidencies.  The proposals are also discussed at the Special 
Committee of Agriculture meetings on a regular basis and have, in fact, featured at every SCA 
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meeting under the Romanian Presidency to date.  In addition, the CAP post-2020 is a standing 
agenda item at every Agri-Fish Council meeting, where I have discussed the CAP proposals 
extensively with my Agriculture Ministerial colleagues.

However, there is still some way to go before agreement can be reached on these proposals.  
The Romanian Presidency has outlined its ambition to achieve a Partial General Approach on 
the proposals at its last Agri-Fish Council meeting of Ministers in June.  I can assure the Deputy 
that my Department is working hard with the Commission and the Council in an effort to secure 
the best possible agreement on the CAP post-2020 proposals.

09/04/2019WRX00500Farm Improvement Scheme Eligibility

09/04/2019WRX00600472. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the options and supports available to a farmer to dispose of a roof (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16118/19]

09/04/2019WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are no 
grants available from this Department for the removal of an asbestos roof. 

09/04/2019WRX00800Farm Data

09/04/2019WRX00900473. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the gender breakdown of the number of farmers availing of farm payments (details sup-
plied) in each of the years 2012 to 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16125/19]

09/04/2019WRX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The informa-
tion requested is not readily available.   

A further reply will issue to the Deputy as soon as possible.

09/04/2019WRX01100Brexit Preparations

09/04/2019WRX01200474. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the arrangements in place for the transport of horses between Ireland and Britain in the event 
of a hard Brexit (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16198/19]

09/04/2019WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has issued a number of Brexit preparedness notices to assist industry.  These are available 
at the section of my Department’s website dedicated to Brexit information - www.agriculture.
gov.ie/brexit.  The notices include advice specific to the movement of horses, and general ad-
vice for importers and exporters.   

Anyone importing or exporting live animals from or to the UK will encounter new regula-
tory requirements and customs procedures along their supply chains, when the UK leaves the 
EU.  In a no-deal scenario, the Tripartite Agreement between Ireland, France and the UK will 
no longer apply to the UK.

Equines coming from the UK after Brexit can only enter Ireland at an EU border inspec-
tion post (BIP) for that species. As part of the Department’s planning, we are upgrading exist-
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ing BIPs and developing additional ones to cater for the movement of horses from the UK to 
Ireland.  Equines from the UK will undergo documentary, identity and physical checks at the 
BIP.  Each consignment  entering Ireland from the UK must be accompanied by an identifica-
tion document, a completed Export Health Certificate issued by the UK authorities including a 
completed owner declaration, and a Common Veterinary Entry Document. 

After the UK leaves the EU, customs formalities will commence for all existing and new 
traders with the UK.  As a result, such traders will be required to make customs declarations and 
will therefore need to register for an Economic Operator Registration and Identification (EORI) 
number.  Registration with Revenue for this number should be completed as soon as possible 
at Revenue.ie. 

The UK government has indicated that, in a no-deal scenario, there will be no immedi-
ate change in requirements for equines that may currently enter the UK from Ireland without 
animal health documentation (these are equines that are currently permitted to move between 
Ireland and the UK on a valid passport, under the Tripartite Agreement). Equines entering the 
UK from the EU will not have to enter the UK via a Border Inspection Post. 

Further relevant information, including how to register as an EU TRACES system user can 
also be found in the Brexit section of the website.  The link to the application form for access to 
TRACES is at https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/brexit/preparingforbrexit/registration/, and que-
ries can be sent to BrexitRegistration@agriculture.gov.ie.

Equines transported between Ireland and the UK will continue to be subject to Council 
Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport.  However, in a no-
deal scenario, transporter authorisations, certificates of approval of means of transport and cer-
tificates of competence for drivers and attendants issued by the UK under Regulation (EC) No 
1/2005 will no longer be valid in the EU. 

The UK has indicated that, for an interim period, when importing live animals, they will 
continue to recognise Transporter Authorisations, Certificates of Competence, Vehicle Approv-
al Certificates and Journey Logs issued by EU countries. 

09/04/2019WRX01400Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Eligibility

09/04/2019WRX01500475. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if farmers that qualified for a particular scheme (details supplied) will be prohibited from 
availing of the beef environmental efficiency pilot, BEEP, scheme under de minimis rules (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16201/19]

09/04/2019WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The European 
Commission undertook a review of the agriculture de minimis regulations during 2017 and 
2018.  As a result of that review, the Commission recently published the revised rules on de mi-
nimis aid in the agriculture sector.  Under the revised rules, aid of up to €20,000 can be paid to 
a beneficiary on a rolling three year basis i.e. the current fiscal year and the two previous fiscal 
years.  Once a beneficiary has reached this limit they may not receive any further aid in excess 
of this limit under de minimis rules within the rolling time period.

In order to avoid any potential distortion of competition, each EU Member State has a 
maximum national limit, which they cannot exceed.  Under the revised rules, Member States’ 
national ceiling is increased to 1.25% of their annual agricultural output over the same three-
year period.  This represents a 25% increase in the national ceiling.
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The revised rules permit a Member State to increase the individual de minimis aid limit up 
to €25,000, once the Member State does not spend more than 50% of its total national aid enve-
lope on one particular agricultural sector.  In these circumstances, the national limit is increased 
to 1.5% of the annual output.  This represents a 66% increase in the ceiling per farmer and a 
50% increase in the national ceiling.

The revised rules on de minimis aid in the agriculture sector – Commission Regulation (EU) 
2019/316 – were published in the Official Journal on 22 February 2019.  This Regulation en-
tered into force on the 20th   day following its publication in the Official Journal i.e. 14 March 
2019.

As regards the BEEP Scheme, I launched this scheme on 30 January 2019.  Applications for 
this scheme were accepted by my Department from 4 – 22 February 2019 (inclusive), which is 
before the revised rules on de minimis aid in the agriculture sector came into effect.  Therefore, 
applications under the BEEP Scheme are considered on the basis of the threshold limits set out 
in Commission Regulation (EU) No 1408/2013 i.e €15,000 to a single undertaking over the 
period of three fiscal years.

However, this does not mean that farmers who have reached their €15,000 threshold limit 
since 2017 are precluded from applying under future agriculture de minimis schemes.  In the 
event that new de minimis schemes are introduced after 14 March 2019, applications for these 
schemes will be considered on the basis of the new increased threshold limits as set out in Com-
mission Regulation (EU) 2019/316.

09/04/2019WRX01700Animal Identification Schemes

09/04/2019WRX01800476. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will assist in a matter (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16212/19]

09/04/2019WRX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Regional 
Veterinary Office (RVO) of my Department carried out an investigation recently and found 
serious identification discrepancies with regard to movement notifications to the Animal Identi-
fication and Movement database for the herd in question.  Some of these movements impacted 
upon establishing the TB status of the herd. As a consequence of these findings, the trading 
status of the herd has been restricted.  

The RVO is currently in contact with the livestock mart and the herd keeper with a view 
to assisting in resolving the large number of discrepancies identified as soon as possible, and 
to regularise the epidemiological unit and establish the TB status of the herd.   When all these 
matters are resolved in a satisfactory manner, the herd will be free to trade.   

09/04/2019WRX02000Horse and Greyhound Fund

09/04/2019WRX02100477. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the contents of the five year plan of an organisation (details supplied) have been signed 
further to the publication of a report into the sector; if funding will be provided in 2019 towards 
the implementation of the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16289/19]

09/04/2019WRX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that I have noted the funding proposal prepared in conjunction with the Five 
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Year Strategic Plan for the Irish Harness Racing Association (IHRA), and their “addendum to 
Seed funding request” which outlines discussions with a Local Authority to examine the pos-
sibility for a site for a National Harness Racing stadium and training centre. Given the sale 
of their primary racetrack in Portmarnock, the priority now is finding an alternative racing 
venue.  

I am aware that discussions with a Local Authority on the matter of a racing venue are at an 
early stage, and I have requested that the proposal be examined fully by the IHRA, with details 
formalised, before I make any decision on future funding for the industry.  

09/04/2019WRX02300Greyhound Industry

09/04/2019WRX02400478. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a copy 
of the document, Irish Greyhound Board Business Model Analysis, which was prepared by a 
company (details supplied) will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16316/19]

09/04/2019WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

 The matter raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon and I have there-
fore asked them to respond to the Deputy directly on this query.   

09/04/2019WRX02600Bord na gCon

09/04/2019WRX02700479. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the re-
muneration and benefits policy in place for management in the Irish Greyhound Board; the 
contracts, benefits and bonus structures that are in place; if they meet with all Government 
guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16317/19]

09/04/2019WRX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

The remuneration and benefit policy of staff is an operational matter for Bord na gCon and 
I have therefore asked them to provide the information requested directly to the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRX02900Bord na gCon Staff

09/04/2019WRX03000480. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the role of 
director of events and hospitality services advertised by the Irish Greyhound Board; if this role 
was appropriately filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16318/19]

09/04/2019WRX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
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control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  

 The recruitment and assignment of staff is an operational matter for Bord na gCon and I 
have therefore asked them to provide the information requested directly to the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRX03200Bord na gCon Staff

09/04/2019WRX03300481. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the role 
of the director of human resources advertised by the Irish Greyhound Board; if this role was 
appropriately filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16319/19]

09/04/2019WRX03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  

 The recruitment of staff is an operational matter for Bord na gCon and I have therefore 
asked them to provide the information requested directly to the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRX03500Bord na gCon

09/04/2019WRX03600482. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the con-
tracts awarded for human resource services by the Irish Greyhound Board since 2015; the cost 
of each individual contract; the tendering details of each contract; the reason such contracts 
have been necessary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16320/19]

09/04/2019WRX03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  

The matters referred to by the Deputy are operational matters for Bord na gCon and I have 
therefore asked them to provide the information requested directly to the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRX03800Bord na gCon

09/04/2019WRX03900483. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a list 
of all roles within the Irish Greyhound Board that have been publicly advertised in each of the 
years 2013 to 2018 and to date in 2019, will be published; if all roles in the organisation have 
been appropriately advertised during that time period; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16321/19]

09/04/2019WRX04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 



9 April 2019

197

Marine.  

The recruitment of staff is an operational matter for Bord na gCon and I have therefore 
asked them to provide the information requested directly to the Deputy.   

09/04/2019WRX04100Bord na gCon

09/04/2019WRX04200484. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the own-
ership structures for all greyhound stadiums that come under the ownership or management of 
the Irish Greyhound Board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16322/19]

09/04/2019WRX04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.  

The ownership structure for all greyhound stadiums is an operational matter for Bord na 
gCon and I have therefore asked them to provide the information requested directly to the 
Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRX04400Afforestation Programme

09/04/2019WRX04500485. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application (details supplied); when a decision can be expected on same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16582/19]

09/04/2019WRX04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All applica-
tions for the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme are carefully vetted to ensure the highest 
standards are met with regard to silvicultural, environmental and water protection consider-
ations.

An application for the site in question was accepted in June 2018. This particular site is in 
close proximity to a Natural Heritage Area (NHA) which means that assets found in that par-
ticular area must be protected.  Furthermore, the site contains water features which will require 
changes to the proposal.

This particular site was previously considered under another application, which has now 
expired.  However, additional plots were included in this fresh application.  Observations were 
received from the local authority and the National Parks and Wildlife Service and, in light of 
these observations, it was decided to request the Department’s Ecologist to review the proposed 
site.  

 This work has now been completed and it has been determined that further information will 
be required from the applicant and their registered forester.  A letter will issue in this regard 
shortly.

09/04/2019WRX04700Basic Payment Scheme

09/04/2019WRX04800486. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
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will address a matter regarding the national reserve in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16620/19]

09/04/2019WRX04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Basic 
Payment Scheme National Reserve was introduced in 2015 to provide support to the two man-
datory priority categories of ‘young farmer’ and ‘new entrant to farming’.  The eligibility condi-
tions for the two categories supported under the National Reserve are based on the EU Regula-
tions governing the operation of the scheme.  

The scheme is intended to provide financial assistance to farmers during the period immedi-
ately following the setting up of their farming enterprise.  In this regard, eligibility for the ‘new 
entrant’ category of the 2015 National Reserve was limited to farmers who commenced their 
agricultural activity in the 2013 calendar year or any later year.  For the 2017 National Reserve, 
successful ‘new entrant’ applicants must have commenced their agricultural activity in the 2015 
calendar year or any later year.  The eligibility criteria for ‘new entrant’ applicants under the 
2019 National Reserve is therefore consistent in requiring applicants to have commenced their 
agricultural activity in 2017 or any later year.

As the Terms and Conditions of the National Reserve are based on the EU Regulations 
governing the operation of the scheme, my Department has no discretion regarding their imple-
mentation and, as such, it is not possible to extend the eligibility criteria for the 2019 National 
Reserve ‘new entrant’ category to include farmers who have commenced the present agricul-
tural activity prior to the 2017 calendar year. 

The requirement for applicants to the National Reserve to have successfully completed the 
required agricultural education course by the closing date for receipt of applications under the 
scheme has been in place since the 2017 National Reserve.  This requirement is based on advice 
Ireland received from the EU Commission to ensure the scheme fits with the annual logic of 
Direct Payments in order to avoid a risk of non-compliance.

09/04/2019WRX05000Waste Management

09/04/2019WRX05100487. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason the ceiling on refuse collection charges was lifted in November 2018; 
the oversight and monitoring systems in place to ensure that consumers are paying a reasonable 
price for the service and that prices are consistent. [16047/19]

09/04/2019WRX05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The waste management market in Ireland is serviced by private companies, where 
prices charged are a contract matter between those companies and their customers.   My role 
as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment is to ensure that the waste 
management market is operating in compliance with relevant environmental legislation. With 
regard to the charges applied for kerbside household waste collection, the charges applied 
should encourage householders to divert waste from the residual or general waste bin. To fur-
ther encourage this practice, ‘flat-rate fees’ for household waste collection were phased out 
over the period October 2017 to October 2018. In other words, the pricing structure that least 
incentivises diversion of waste from landfill has been phased out. As Minister, I have no role in 
setting price levels.

Notwithstanding the above, the Price Monitoring Group (PMG) was established to monitor 
the rates charged by waste collectors during the phase out of flat-rate fees. It has found that there 
a number of different pricing models available in the market including various combinations 
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of service charge, charge per bin lift, charge per kilogramme of weight and weight allowance. 
The PMG has considered data each month since September 2017 and has indicated that, in the 
vast majority of cases to date, charges have remained stable. Detailed data on price offerings is 
available on www.dccae.gov.ie and on www.mywaste.ie. 

A ‘ceiling on refuse collection charges’ as referenced in the question was neither in place to 
begin with nor removed. 

09/04/2019WRX05300Data Protection

09/04/2019WRX05400488. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the practice by some local authorities of seeking information from private re-
fuse companies of the details of persons registered with them for the stated purpose of combat-
ting fly tipping is in line with General Data Protection Regulation, GDPR, legislation; and the 
rights of persons seeking to purchase bin labels in this regard. [16048/19]

09/04/2019WRX05500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has no role in the monitoring and enforcement of data protection 
legislation. Responsibility for these functions lies with the Data Protection Commission, which 
is independent in the performance of its functions. A Template for a Bye-law on Waste Pre-
sentation   has been prepared by the three Regional Waste Management Offices and circulated 
to local authorities with a view to standardising such Bye-laws across the State. A number of 
local authorities have already introduced such Bye-laws with the remaining Local Authorities 
expected to do so by mid-2019. The Bye-laws govern a range of issues, including obliging con-
sumers to participate in an authorised waste collection service (or provide documentary proof 
on what alternative means they use to dispose of their waste) and encouraging greater segrega-
tion of waste to reduce volumes of residual waste collected. 

The requirement for people to demonstrate how they manage their waste is consistent with 
national policy as set out in A Resource Opportunity – Waste Management Policy in Ireland. 
However, the power to adopt Waste Presentation Bye-laws is a reserved function of a local au-
thority. Accordingly, questions in relation to how householders demonstrate compliance with 
the Bye-laws are best directed to the relevant local authority.   

09/04/2019WRY00200Renewable Energy Generation Targets

09/04/2019WRY00300489. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the EU binding targets for renewable energy for Ireland for 2020; the amount by 
which it is predicted that Ireland will miss the targets; the cost per percentage of missing the 
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16052/19]

09/04/2019WRY00400491. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the EU binding target for renewable energy for Ireland for 2030; the amount by 
which Ireland will miss the targets; the cost per percentage of missing the targets; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16054/19]

09/04/2019WRY00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 489 and 491 together. 

The EU Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC set Ireland a legally binding target of 
meeting 16% of our energy demand from renewable sources by 2020. Good progress has been 
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made to date, with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) advising that 10.6% of 
Ireland’s overall energy requirements in 2017 were met from renewable sources. 

In terms of renewable energy, analysis published by the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland in November 2017 projected that we will achieve between 12.7% and 13.9% of our 16% 
renewable energy target by 2020. This is a huge increase since 2005, when renewable energy 
was at just 3.1%. 

The Department is exploring the potential mechanisms and cost of addressing our renew-
able energy targets within the framework of the Directive. Any requirement for statistical trans-
fer purchases will be undertaken against a background of discussions with the EU Commission 
and relevant Member States. As any purchases arising would be made over a number of years, 
the costs to the Exchequer of acquiring statistical transfers to meet any potential shortfall would 
be spread over a period of time and in any event the cumulative costs would not be known until 
2021, the deadline for completion of all purchases. 

While contingency planning has commenced in the Department, the focus remains firmly on 
meeting our 2020 renewable targets and on the implementation of existing and new renewable 
energy measures.

In securing approval to develop an all of government plan to make Ireland a leader in tack-
ling climate disruption, I made clear that though we had made very substantial progress, we 
were off target in relation to achieving our renewable energy targets and I said we must step up 
our ambition in the all of government climate plan. 

The intention is to finalise and publish the whole of Government Climate Action Plan within 
the next few weeks and this in turn will feed into the National Energy and Climate Plan process, 
which is due to be finalised and submitted to the Commission in December.

09/04/2019WRY00600Greenhouse Gas Emissions

09/04/2019WRY00700490. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the EU binding target for greenhouse gas emission reduction for Ireland for 2020; 
the amount by which Ireland will miss the targets; the cost per percentage of missing the target; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16053/19]

09/04/2019WRY00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Ireland has agreed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20% below 2005 levels. 
On being appointed as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I said 
that while Ireland has jointly the most demanding targets (the EU average is 10%), Ireland is 
far off course.   I am now developing an All-of-Government Plan which will set out the actions 
to be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change, including how Ireland 
will, at the very least, meet its targets for the period to 2030. I hope to publish this plan in the 
coming weeks. 

Under the 2009 Effort Sharing Decision 406/2009/EC, which put in place binding annual 
emissions targets for each year between 2013 and 2020 for sectors outside the EU Emissions 
Trading System, Ireland must achieve a reduction of 20% relative to 2005 levels of emissions. 
The latest projections, published in May 2018 by the EPA, indicate that emissions from those 
sectors of the economy covered by the ESD could be only between 0% and 1% below 2005 
levels by 2020. 

The Effort Sharing Decision allows Member States to meet their targets using unused emis-
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sions allowances from earlier years, or through purchasing allowances from other Member 
States or on international markets. Ireland has already acquired a portion of the additional al-
lowances that will be required for compliance. However, I am advised that Ireland will need to 
purchase additional allowances to meet projected shortfalls in 2019 and 2020. My Department 
currently estimates the costs of this requirement to be in the region of €6m to €13m, depending 
on the price and final quantity of allowances required.  

  Question No. 491 answered with Question No. 489.

09/04/2019WRY01000Inland Fisheries

09/04/2019WRY01100492. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to chair the National Inland Fisheries Forum in the interim before a chair 
is appointed. [16055/19]

09/04/2019WRY01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Question No. 229 of 27 March 2019.   The necessity for a further 
review of the Forum’s operation is being contemplated within my Department in consultation 
with Inland Fisheries Ireland to consider the impact of continued poor attendance by stakehold-
ers.

Response to PQ 229 of 27 March 2019

The National Inland Fisheries Forum is established by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) under 
the Inland Fisheries Act 2010 to provide a mechanism for a wide range of stakeholders to input 
into the sector generally.   

A review of the original Forum, following 3 years of operation, identified that the low at-
tendance from among the 60 members at meetings led to sub-optimal delivery on the Forum’s 
business.  In that regard, the quorum for meetings of the Forum was reduced to address this 
issue.  Following the review, the Forum entered its second iteration in October 26 2017.

Each of the main angling organisations was requested to nominate two members to repre-
sent their interests for the duration of the second cycle of the Forum.  These nominees were then 
appointed to the Forum by the then Minister.  The process of filling the remainder of vacancies 
on the new Forum was managed by the Public Appointment Service (PAS).  Not all of the nomi-
nations available were taken up by the angling organisations and coupled with the PAS process 
a total of 44 members were appointed 

I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland that the first meeting of the current Forum took 
place on 26 October 2017 and 16 of the 44 members attended. Twenty three members and 1 
non-member attended the January 2018 meeting.  The Forum last met in April 2018 and the 
meeting was very poorly attended with only 14 of the 44 members in attendance. 

The Chair of the Forum recently resigned due to other business commitments. The process 
to appoint a new Chair is in hand and it is expected that meetings will resume when that process 
is complete.

09/04/2019WRY01300Better Energy Homes Scheme Eligibility

09/04/2019WRY01400493. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if the better energy warmer homes scheme will be revised to include persons 
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on low incomes who suffer with chronic illnesses such as COPD but are not in receipt of the 
fuel allowance. [16121/19]

09/04/2019WRY01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and admin-
istered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The Scheme delivers a range 
of energy efficiency measures free of charge to low income households that are vulnerable to 
energy poverty. Energy poverty is a function of a person’s income, the price of energy and the 
energy efficiency of the home. To date, over 135,000 homes have received free upgrades un-
der the Scheme, leaving the occupants better able to afford to heat their homes to an adequate 
level.   Since the Scheme is 100% Exchequer funded, it is designed to be available only to those 
in most need of Government assistance. To determine this with complete accuracy, the SEAI 
would need to know the condition of an applicant’s home, including its energy efficiency level 
and heating system, the applicant’s family circumstances and their household income level. 
However, it would not be practical or efficient for the SEAI to perform this assessment for each 
applicant to the Warmer Homes Scheme. For that reason, eligibility for the Scheme is deter-
mined through the use of indicators, principally the National Fuel Allowance. This provides an 
established mechanism to enable SEAI to find and identify people in energy poverty without 
having to create and finance a further expensive and intrusive administrative means test type 
regime. 

The Warmth and Wellbeing Scheme is a separate Pilot Scheme which aims to measure 
the health and wellbeing impacts of improving the energy efficiency of a person’s home. The 
Scheme is being piloted in Community Healthcare Organisation 7. The Scheme is open to 
people aged 55 and over or aged 12 and under who are living with chronic respiratory condi-
tions in households that are in receipt of the Fuel Allowance or the One-Parent Family Payment. 

There are currently no plans to amend the income eligibility criteria for either Scheme.

09/04/2019WRY01600Departmental Contracts

09/04/2019WRY01700494. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 194 and 195 of 16 November 2017, 
the date on which the contract for the operations of the ECAS will be up for renewal; the reason 
there is a delay in issuing a tender for its management and operation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16165/19]

09/04/2019WRY01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Emergency Call Answering Service (ECAS) is responsible for answering all 
112 and 999 calls and texts to the Emergency Services in the State.    The statutory basis for 
the Emergency Call Answering Service (ECAS) is set out in the Communications Regulation 
(Amendment) Act 2007. The Act provides for the establishment and operation of the ECAS and 
enables the Minister to enter into a contract with an entity to provide the service.

Following a procurement process a new ECAS contract was signed in February 2018 with 
BT Ireland, for the provision of the emergency call answering service for a period of seven 
years to November 2025. The terms of the contract permit the Minister to request the provision 
of continuation services for a period of up to 24 months beyond the expiry date in order to as-
sist with the termination of the contract and the transition to a new contract for the provision of 
the ECAS.
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09/04/2019WRY01900Radio Broadcasting

09/04/2019WRY02000495. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his policy towards public broadcasting on longwave radio; if he has raised 
with RTÉ the service provided to emigrants in the UK that utilises the longwave radio service; 
his plans to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16169/19]

09/04/2019WRY02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): RTÉ is an independent national public service broadcaster whose remit, obligations, 
principal objects and associated powers are set out in the Broadcasting Act 2009.    Section 98 
provides that RTÉ shall be independent in the pursuance of these objects, subject to the require-
ments of the Act. As such, I, as Minister, have no function in RTÉ’s management of its day to 
day affairs. 

This is an operational matter for RTÉ and not one in which I have a role.

09/04/2019WRY02200Natural Gas Grid

09/04/2019WRY02300496. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his views on the most up-to-date scientific findings that fracked shale gas has a more 
detrimental impact on the climate than coal. [16186/19]

09/04/2019WRY02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I am aware that a recent research paper by Cornell University has expressed concerns 
about methane emissions during unconventional gas exploration and extraction. The outputs 
from this research note that other studies estimate lower loss rates for both methods of ex-
traction and that more research is required. The Environmental Protection Agency’s Uncon-
ventional gas exploration and extraction (UGEE) Joint Research Programme (2016) cites this 
paper’s author and others also noting that there is a ‘narrow set of primary data’ to draw on for 
the emissions over the full life cycles. When considering the full life cycle of the fossil fuels 
and comparing them, it is also important to look at the full range of impacts such as air, water 
and land pollution (NOx, Particulate matter, SOx, Ozone, mercury, water quality and disposal 
of waste residues).   In Ireland the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development (Prohibition 
of Onshore Hydraulic Fracturing) Act 2017 provides for the prohibition of exploration for and 
extraction of onshore petroleum by means of hydraulic fracturing. However, outside this juris-
diction, the production, sourcing, buying and selling of natural gas are operational matters for 
the undertakings involved.

I am in the process of stepping up Ireland’s ambition to switch to renewable sources of en-
ergy in the All of Government Action Plan which I am developing. Even under this ambitious 
plan, natural gas will remain an important part of the transition.

During this transition, natural gas has the potential to deliver significant and sustained bene-
fits, particularly in terms of enhanced security of supply. Natural gas can also play an important 
role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the power generation, industrial and commercial, 
residential and transport sectors by replacing more CO2-intensive fossil fuels.

09/04/2019WRY02500National Broadband Plan

09/04/2019WRY02600497. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the national broadband plan in view of the large number of 
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persons in rural areas who are without a broadband service. [16274/19]

09/04/2019WRY02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access to 
all premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment and a State led intervention.

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
Today, 74% of premises can access high speed broadband. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the 
coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency in 
engagements.

09/04/2019WRY02800Illegal Dumping

09/04/2019WRY02900498. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the additional funding which will be made available to Dublin City 
Council and Fingal County Council to cease illegal dumping; his plans to ensure that all estates 
and streets in an area (details supplied) will have a regular and weekly waste collection; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16426/19]

09/04/2019WRY03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Illegal dumping is first and foremost a matter of individual responsibility and com-
pliance with the law. While enforcement action in this area is a matter for local authorities, 
my Department encourages a multi-facetted approach to tackling the problem, incorporating 
enforcement, public awareness and education and, as such, provides funding to support the 
activities of the Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities of approximately €1 million per 
annum and of the network of local authority waste enforcement officers of approximately €7.4 
million per annum.   In addition, my Department has developed the Anti-Dumping Initiative 
to work in partnership with local authorities and community organisations in identifying high 
risk or problem areas, developing appropriate enforcement responses and carrying out clean-up 
operations. Since 2017, funding of €3.3 million has been made available from the Environment 
Fund in this regard, which has supported over 400 projects across all 31 local authority areas, 
remediating black spots and equipping local authority enforcement officers with the latest tech-
nologies available to support SMART enforcement of our waste laws.

I recently announced funding of €3 million for the 2019 Anti-Dumping Initiative, an in-
crease of 50% on last year, to support communities around the country to continue to tackle 
illegal dumping. Applications for funding from local authorities are open from April 1st and 
will close on the 30th of April 2019. Interested applicants can find more information on my 
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Department’s website at the following link:

 https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/waste/enforcement/anti-dumping-ini-
tiative/Pages/default.aspx.

The Waste Management Act 1996, as amended, and the Waste Management (Collection 
Permit) Regulations 2007, as amended, set out the regulatory framework for the collection of 
waste in the State. 

The obligations on local authorities in relation to collecting household waste are set out in 
section 33 of the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended. In summary, it provides that each 
local authority shall collect, or arrange for the collection of, household waste within its func-
tional area. The obligation to collect or arrange for the collection of household waste shall not 
apply if:

- an adequate waste collection service is available in the local authority’s functional area, 

- the estimated costs of the collection of the waste would, in the opinion of the local author-
ity, be unreasonably high, or

- the local authority is satisfied that adequate arrangements for the disposal of the waste 
concerned can reasonably be made by the holder of the waste.

Under section 60(3) of the Waste Management Act 1996, as Minister, I am precluded from 
exercising any power or control in relation to the performance by a local authority, in particular 
circumstances, of a statutory function vested in it.

09/04/2019WRY03100Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

09/04/2019WRY03200499. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the way in which he plans to implement the priority recommendations of 
the report, Climate Change: A Cross-Party Consensus for Action, by the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee on Climate Action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16427/19]

09/04/2019WRY03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I welcomed the report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action when 
it was published at the end of March. The Committee has worked constructively over the last 
number of months to achieve a broad consensus on a number of difficult issues.    The final re-
port contains a detailed set of recommendations addressing polices and measures across a range 
of Government Departments and Agencies. The recommendations will now be considered in 
the context of the All of Government Climate Plan, which I am currently developing and which 
is due to be published shortly. 

This Plan will set out how this Government intends to make Ireland a leader in responding 
to climate change and will set out a range of actions in electricity, agriculture, transport and 
buildings, as well as in other key sectors.

09/04/2019WRY03400General Data Protection Regulation Implementation

09/04/2019WRY03500500. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his views on reports that tracking and cookie software are present on 
most departmental and local authority websites; if this practice complies with GDPR and pri-
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vacy legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16428/19]

09/04/2019WRY03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Data Protection Commissioner is the supervisory authority for GDPR and also 
has powers related to ePrivacy legislation. It is a matter for each individual Government De-
partment and public sector entity to ensure their operations, including those related to websites, 
comply with requirements under this legislation.    My Department uses cookies on its website 
for statistical and administrative purposes only.

As required under ePrivacy and GDPR legislation, the website contains a cookie banner 
which notifies website users about the use of cookies on the site. The banner allows users to 
consent to the use of cookies and contains a link to the Department’s Privacy and Cookie Policy, 
which provides users with information on the cookies that are in use and what they are being 
used for.

The Department’s Privacy and Cookie Policy can be found at the following link.

09/04/2019WRY03700National Broadband Plan Implementation

09/04/2019WRY03800501. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out in a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16444/19]

09/04/2019WRY03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement 
process.    The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is 
now at the final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency in 
engagements.

09/04/2019WRY04000National Broadband Plan Implementation

09/04/2019WRY04100502. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if broadband coverage under phase 1 of the national broadband plan will be extended 
to a property (details supplied). [16564/19]

09/04/2019WRY04200503. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if broadband coverage will be provided to a property (details supplied) under phase 
1 of the national broadband plan. [16573/19]
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09/04/2019WRY04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 502 and 503 together.

Both premises referenced by the Deputy are in the AMBER area on the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led 
Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement process. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

The Deputy makes reference to both of the premises being located close to the commercial 
deployment of high speed broadband. This deployment is part of eir’s commercial roll out of 
high speed broadband to 300,000 predominantly rural premises, in line with a Commitment 
Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017. 

eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is a privately funded commercial undertak-
ing and is not a phase of the planned State Intervention network. Although the deployment is 
monitored under the terms of the Commitment Agreement, it is not funded by the State and it is 
not planned, designed or directed by my Department in any capacity.

Decisions made by private telecommunication operators relating to the roll out and siting 
of infrastructure to provide high speed broadband services throughout Ireland are undertaken 
on a commercial basis. I have no statutory role or function in these commercial decisions and 
therefore cannot direct operators regarding infrastructure installation or delivery of services.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency in 
engagements.

09/04/2019WRY04500National Broadband Plan Implementation

09/04/2019WRY04600504. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding access to fibre broadband for a person (details supplied). 
[16646/19]

09/04/2019WRY04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement 
process. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

The Deputy makes reference to the premises proximity to a commercial deployment of high 
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speed broadband. This deployment is part of eir’s commercial roll out of high speed broadband 
to 300,000 predominantly rural premises, in line with a Commitment Agreement signed with 
my Department in April 2017. 

eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is an entirely commercial undertaking, and 
not part of the planned State Intervention network. Although the deployment is monitored un-
der the terms of the Commitment Agreement, it is not funded by the State and it is not planned, 
designed or directed by my Department in any capacity. 

Decisions made by private telecommunication operators relating to the roll out and siting of 
infrastructure to provide high speed broadband services throughout Ireland are undertaken on a 
commercial basis. I have no statutory role or function in such commercial decisions of private 
operators, and therefore cannot direct operators regarding infrastructure installation or delivery 
of services.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency in 
engagements. 

09/04/2019WRY04800Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

09/04/2019WRY04900505. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the findings of the Report of the Joint Committee on Climate Action, 
Climate Change: A Cross-Party Consensus for Action, that grid connection policy is no longer 
fit for purpose; his plans to remove the barriers that exist for large scale renewable projects; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16679/19]

09/04/2019WRY05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The report ‘Climate Change : A Cross-Party Consensus for Action’ was published 
by the All Party Climate Action Committee on Climate Action on 28 March 2019. I welcomed 
the report which reached cross party consensus on a number of difficult issues and the recom-
mendations are being considered in the context of the work that is underway on the All of Gov-
ernment Climate Plan. I intend to respond to the Committee’s Report in the forthcoming all of 
government plan to tackle climate disruption.

09/04/2019WRY05100Better Energy Homes Scheme Administration

09/04/2019WRY05200506. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to enable the maximum number of low and middle income 
households to undertake retrofitting of their homes to purchase EVs and to pursue additional 
energy efficiency measures. [16680/19]

09/04/2019WRY05300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers a number of schemes 
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on behalf of my Department which are aimed at supporting householders to retrofit their homes 
and purchase Electric Vehicles. I have allocated €105m to these schemes in 2019. An overview 
of what is available is set out below.    The Better Energy Homes Scheme provides grants cov-
ering up to 30% of the cost of home energy upgrades. The measures covered by this scheme, 
such as cavity wall, attic insulation, solar thermal, heating controls and a BER certificate, were 
expanded over the last year to include deeper measures such as external wall insulation and heat 
pumps. 

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low income households who meet the defined eligibility criteria and who are 
vulnerable to energy poverty. The measures were expanded in 2018 to include internal and 
external insulation. The eligibility criteria for the scheme were also extended in the last two 
years to now include families in receipt of the Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s 
Allowance. 

The Warmth and Wellbeing Scheme was launched in 2016 as a pilot initiative under the 
Government’s Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty and the Healthy Ireland Framework. The 
aim of the scheme, a joint policy initiative between my Department and the Department of 
Health is to demonstrate the effects that making homes warmer and more energy efficient can 
have on the occupants’ health and wellbeing. An independent research project is underway in 
order to assess the impact of the scheme. Over 1,000 homes at risk of energy poverty have been 
upgraded to date under the scheme.

The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme was launched in 2017. This scheme offers grant support 
of up to 50% for homeowners who want to make the leap to upgrade their home to a Building 
Energy Rating of A and replace fossil fuel heating with a renewable system. The scheme also 
offers grant support of up to 95% to homeowners in energy poverty. To date, a total of 214 
homes have been upgraded under this scheme, including 82 homes at risk of energy poverty. 

The Better Energy Communities Scheme funds community based partnerships to improve 
the energy efficiency of the building stock in their area – homes, including those at risk of 
energy poverty, community facilities and businesses. It also encourages innovative measures 
and solutions. These partnerships can be between the public and private sectors, domestic and 
non-domestic sectors, commercial and not-for-profit organisations and energy suppliers, and 
leverage considerable additional private investment. 

Further information on the home energy grants available can be found at https://www.seai.
ie/grants/home-energy-grants/

The Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce was established in 2016 to consider the range of mea-
sures and options available to Government to accelerate the uptake of lower emitting vehicles. 
Phase 1 of the work of the Taskforce focused exclusively on electric vehicles. Following on 
from recommendations made by the Taskforce, a number of generous incentives for electric 
vehicles were announced as part of Budgets 2018 and 2019. Details of these incentives can be 
found at the website www.drivingelectric.ie.

09/04/2019WRZ00200Energy Schemes

09/04/2019WRZ00300507. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the evaluation of the warmth and well-being scheme will completed by 
SEAI, the HSE and an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16681/19]
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09/04/2019WRZ00400508. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to expand the warmth and well-being scheme; the number of homes 
expected to be upgraded in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16682/19]

09/04/2019WRZ00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 507 and 508 together. 

The Warmth & Wellbeing Scheme is a joint policy initiative between my Department and 
the Department of Health under the Government’s Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty and the 
Healthy Ireland Framework. The main aim of the Scheme is to validate, in an Irish context, the 
strong international evidence that making homes warmer, drier and more energy efficient can 
have a positive impact on the health and wellbeing of people living with chronic respiratory 
conditions. The Scheme is being delivered by a team comprising officials from the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and Health Service Executive (HSE). A total of €20m was 
invested between 2016 and 2018 resulting in upgrades to almost 900 homes. It is expected that 
280 houses will be upgraded in 2019. 

The process of evaluating the Scheme is ongoing and is being overseen by a Steering Group 
comprised of my Department, the Department of Health, SEAI and HSE. Initial reports from 
the HSE have indicated that the upgrades are delivering benefits to the health and wellbeing of 
participants. Results from the energy aspects of the Scheme has shown that the average Build-
ing Energy Rating of participating homes improved from a D2 to a B3 with carbon emissions 
reducing by on average 2.2 t CO2/year. 

It is expected that the full interim evaluation of the Scheme being undertaken by the Lon-
don School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine will be completed in Q3 this year with the final 
evaluation scheduled for completion in 2021. The interim report will inform decisions in rela-
tion to the future expansion of the Scheme.

09/04/2019WRZ00700Energy Efficiency

09/04/2019WRZ00800509. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of schools scheduled to benefit from the energy efficiency programme 
for schools as part of the major programme of retrofits scheduled to commence in 2022, as out-
lined in Project Ireland 2040; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16683/19]

09/04/2019WRZ00900510. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the criteria for schools to be chosen as part of the energy efficiency upgrade pilot 
programme for schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16684/19]

09/04/2019WRZ01000511. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the schools scheduled to benefit from the energy efficiency upgrade programme 
in each of the years 2020 to 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16685/19]

09/04/2019WRZ01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 509 to 511, inclusive, together. 

The aim of the Energy Efficiency Pathfinder Programme for Schools is to pilot, explore, 
refine and evolve approaches to upgrade the energy efficiency of existing school buildings 
through retrofit. The project is a partnership between my Department, the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills (DES) and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). 
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A total of 16 schools were retrofitted during 2017 and 2018. This resulted in energy savings 
totalling 1.6 GWh and a CO2 reduction of 334 tonnes. At the local level, reductions in energy 
usage of 30% were achieved in some buildings with improvements to the learning environment 
and comfort also realised.

Lessons from the 2017-18 retrofits have enabled the project approach to be refined for 2019 
including the introduction of a clustering model to improve efficiencies. This approach will ap-
ply to the 19 schools selected to participate in the initiative for 2019. Schools to be retrofitted 
for 2020 and subsequent years have not yet been selected. The number of schools that can be 
accommodated in the programme annually is determined by resourcing capacity available. 

The selection criteria for the Programme are determined by SEAI in consultation with the 
Department of Education. The current criteria requires that schools: (i) participate in the Energy 
in Education training programme; (ii) comply with annual Monitoring and Reporting require-
ments; and (iii) are suitable in terms of building location, age, type, replicability and potential 
retrofit approaches.

The Programme will continue to develop and refine approaches to enable the scale up of 
retrofit works in line with the National Development Plan (NDP) capital funding programme. 
A total of €2.5bn is identified in the NDP for the refurbishment and construction of schools in-
cluding a commitment to undertake a “deep energy retrofit of schools built prior to 2008”. The 
lessons from the Partnership Pathfinder Programme will inform the retrofit approach to be taken 
on this larger scale. The number of schools to benefit from the Energy Efficiency Programme 
for Schools as part of the major programme of retrofits scheduled to commence in 2022 will be 
a matter for the Department of Education.

09/04/2019WRZ01400Litter Pollution Fines

09/04/2019WRZ01500512. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the full range of maximum penalties applying to different categories of littering 
and dumping. [16764/19]

09/04/2019WRZ01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Penalties for litter offences are provided for under the Litter Pollution Act, as amend-
ed, while penalties for dumping offences are provided for under the Waste Management Acts. 
Local Authorities are responsible for the enforcement of legislation governing litter offences 
and also waste legislation, including illegal dumping. The Office of Environmental Enforce-
ment of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) also has certain powers, managing en-
vironmental regulation, and prosecutions for breaches of licenses issued by them.    An “on-
the-spot” fine of €150 may be imposed by local authorities for littering offences. More serious 
offences may be prosecuted in Court and fines of up to €4,000 and up to €130,000 apply on 
summary conviction and conviction on indictment respectively. In addition, the fines for con-
tinuing littering offences are a maximum of €1,000 per day for summary offences and €10,000 
per day for indictable offences. 

A person convicted of a litter offence may also be required by the Court to pay the Local Au-
thority’s costs and expenses in investigating the offence and bringing the prosecution, as well as 
the costs of remediation. Illegal dumping penalties are also substantial. Persons who are found 
to be responsible for, or involved in, the unauthorised disposal of waste are liable to a Class A 
fine (maximum €5,000) on summary conviction and/or imprisonment for up to 12 months, and 
to a maximum fine of €15 million on conviction on indictment and/or imprisonment for up to 
10 years.
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Ports Policy

09/04/2019WRZ01625513. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
discussed the ownership of Rosslare Europort with his UK counterpart.  [16504/19]

09/04/2019WRZ01650Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport(Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
PQ 9439/19  Dail Number 446 which was answered on 2nd April 2019.

09/04/2019WRZ01700Disability Services Provision

09/04/2019WRZ01800514. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures taken since 2016 to ensure that all public transport is accessible for persons with disabili-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16527/19]

09/04/2019WRZ01900515. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans for 
ensuring that accessibility to public transport for persons with disabilities is improved; and the 
engagement he has had with Irish Rail to ensure that all trains and train stations are accessible 
for persons with disabilities. [16528/19]

09/04/2019WRZ02000516. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an audit 
will be carried out to assess the accessibility of train stations and trains for persons with dis-
abilities. [16529/19]

09/04/2019WRZ02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 514 to 516, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations 
of public transport.

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tions to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a re-
sponse within ten working days.

09/04/2019WRZ02400Road Projects Expenditure

09/04/2019WRZ02500517. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the details of the expenditure on Fintra Bridge on the R263, County Donegal in 2018; the way 
in which the grant of €150,000 was spent in 2018; if the entire grant approved was drawn down; 
the way in which the grant of €150,000 for 2019 is to be spent on the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16032/19]

09/04/2019WRZ02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads 
are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.
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The grant allocated for Fintra bridge in 2018 allowed for the appointment of consultants and 
the preparation of a preliminary project appraisal.  A total of €35,572 was drawn down.

The 2019 grant allocation for Fintra bridge will allow a detailed project appraisal to be un-
dertaken including the examination of alternative route options.

09/04/2019WRZ02700Road Safety Authority Staff

09/04/2019WRZ02800518. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the case 
of an employee (details supplied) of the RSA will be referred to the RSA for examination; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16057/19]

09/04/2019WRZ02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

09/04/2019WRZ03000Rural Transport Services Provision

09/04/2019WRZ03100519. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the con-
sideration being given to proposals from the National Transport Authority for the establish-
ment of a support scheme to provide grant aid to taxi and hackney licence holders in order to 
address gaps in service provision in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16066/19]

09/04/2019WRZ03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is also a matter for the 
NTA under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. 

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s Question to 
the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 
ten working days.

09/04/2019WRZ03300Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

09/04/2019WRZ03400520. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a person 
who works abroad as an aid worker can use an Ethiopian driver licence when they return here 
on annual leave to visit their family; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16068/19]

09/04/2019WRZ03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Convention on 
Road Traffic 1949 (Geneva Convention), allows drivers from Contracting States carrying a 
valid driver’s licence to drive on each other’s roads for up to a year.  Ethiopia is not a signatory 
to the Convention, therefore it is not possible for a person visiting Ireland to drive in Ireland on 
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an Ethiopian driving licence.

09/04/2019WRZ03600Road Safety Authority Campaigns

09/04/2019WRZ03700521. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he has liaised with the RSA about strong and pervasive road safety campaigns focusing on 
speeding and respect for local authority and NTA speed-limit signs in view of the level of road 
casualties to date in 2019; if his attention has been drawn to the key role of speed in virtually 
every crash; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16080/19]

09/04/2019WRZ03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Road Safety 
Authority has statutory responsibility for road safety awareness and education.  It runs public 
information campaigns constantly to heighten awareness of key factors in road safety, including 
speeding.

The Authority’s current anti-speeding campaign focuses on the consequences of breaking 
the speed limit by lower amounts.   The advert is set in an urban area, and is designed to remind 
drivers that even a small increase in speed can have the most devastating of consequences.   

A pedestrian who is hit by a car travelling at 50 km/h has a 50% chance of survival; at 60 
km/h that chance drops to just 10%.  In fact, regardless of the cause of a collision, it is speed 
which determines the outcome.

The RSA has also been active in promoting the greater implementation of 30 km/h speed 
limits in built up areas, and has brought a speaker from the UK’s “20 is Plenty” campaign to 
speak to local city and county councillors on this issue.

The RSA will also continue to support an Garda Síochána in the two national slowdown 
days it promotes every year, in May and October, with both radio messaging and the use of 
social media. 

09/04/2019WRZ03900Rural Transport Services

09/04/2019WRZ04000522. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if there is a rural grant scheme in place to assist persons with a rural hackney licence service in 
their first year in business; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16098/19]

09/04/2019WRZ04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): While there are a 
number of grant schemes in place in relation to small public service vehicles, I am not aware of 
a specific grant scheme for rural hackney licence services in the first year of business.  

The regulation of the small public service vehicle industry, including rural hackney licenc-
es, is a matter for the National Transport Authority under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation 
Act 2013. 

With this in mind, I have referred your question to the Authority for direct reply to you. 
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

09/04/2019WRZ04200Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

09/04/2019WRZ04300523. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a person 
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with an English driver licence who applies for conversion to an Irish driver licence will be au-
tomatically converted to drive each vehicle licensed on the English licence under the new Irish 
licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16137/19]

09/04/2019WRZ04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are a number 
of situations where a person exchanging a UK driving licence might not get all the categories 
carried forward to the Irish licence.

Under EU law, an application for a truck or bus licence (categories C’s and D’s) must be 
accompanied by a completed medical report. If a person with the relevant truck or bus category 
on their UK licence attends at a National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) Centre without the 
relevant medical report, they will be given the option to sign a form stating that they do not wish 
the categories to be exchanged. The applicant can request the categories be re-instated on their 
Irish licence by presenting a medical report.

Some UK categories known as ‘National Categories’ [similar to our W tractor category] 
only apply in the UK and they are not exchangeable. For example, in the UK if you passed your 
test for category B (car) before 1 January 1997, your licence would show entitlement to C1 and 
C1E (trucks) and D1 and D1E (bus) categories. These categories are given with restrictions 
identified by codes. 

The C1E category with a restriction code 107 on it entitles the driver to drive a C1E vehicle 
provided the combined weight of the trailer and the towing vehicle does not exceed 8.25 tonnes/
kg. In Ireland the combined weight of the C1E is 12 tonne/kg. Therefore we do not have an 
equivalent to exchange this category for. The D1 and D1E categories with a restriction code 
119 on it only allows the driver to drive a vehicle not for hire or reward. We do not have the 
corresponding category so cannot exchange it. Code 107 and 119 are UK codes and are not 
available in Ireland.

09/04/2019WRZ04500Roads Maintenance Funding

09/04/2019WRZ04600524. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16192/19]

09/04/2019WRZ04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the maintenance, improvement 
and operation of individual national roads is a matter for TII in conjunction with the local au-
thorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

09/04/2019WRZ04800Special Olympics World Games

09/04/2019WRZ04900525. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the level 
of annual funding which is provided to an organisation (details supplied); if funding will be 
increased in forthcoming budgets; and if a fund to help the family of athletes to travel to the 
Special Olympics World Games will be established. [16196/19]

09/04/2019WRZ05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sport Ireland, which 
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is funded by my Department, is the statutory body with responsibility for the development of 
sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards. This includes responsibility for 
the allocation of funding across its various programmes. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to funding for a sporting organisation, I have referred it 
to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not 
received within 10 days.

09/04/2019WRAA00200Motor Insurance

09/04/2019WRAA00300526. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a car 
insurance policy obtained online from a company based in another EU state is sufficient to 
provide cover for a resident here; and the legalities of obtaining car insurance from abroad. 
[16197/19]

09/04/2019WRAA00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): All companies under-
writing motor insurance in Ireland must be members of the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of Ireland 
(MIBI).

A motor insurance provider from abroad may operate in Ireland if the provider is a mem-
ber of the MIBI. If a company underwriting motor insurance in Ireland is not a member of the 
MIBI, then no valid insurance is in place and the policy holder would be deemed to be driving 
without insurance.

09/04/2019WRAA00500Taxi Licences

09/04/2019WRAA00600527. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 231 of 7 February 2019 (details supplied); if he will communicate 
with the NTA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16203/19]

09/04/2019WRAA00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. 

Under that Act, the NTA has the power to make regulations and has set that in the case of 
transfer of vehicle licence upon death of licence holder, the person nominated to receive the li-
cence must provide evidence of insurance in order for their application to be approved.

In relation to the terms and conditions set by insurance companies, these are commercial is-
sues. This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which expressly prohibits 
Member States from adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval 
of the terms and conditions of insurance products.

I have forwarded your question to the NTA for consideration. Please advise my Private Of-
fice if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

09/04/2019WRAA00800Regional Airports

09/04/2019WRAA00900528. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the po-
sition regarding funding runway extension works at Waterford Airport; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [16222/19]

09/04/2019WRAA01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will 
be aware, I am currently in the process of considering a funding proposal related to the expan-
sion of the runway at Waterford Airport.  The estimated cost of the expansion project is €12m.  
Funding of €5m is being sought from Exchequer funds, with a further €7m to be provided by 
private investors and local authorities.

Studies on the proposal have been completed by Ernst & Young (EY) and PWC on behalf 
of my Department and Waterford Airport respectively.

In recent weeks, I sought more information from the airport on certain aspects of the expan-
sion proposal and I also sought the views of my colleague Ministers with policy responsibility 
relating to regional and enterprise development.  All views and information have now been 
received by my Department.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, the proposal must be assessed against national aviation and 
transport policy objectives as well as broader Government policies such as Project Ireland 2040 
and the National Planning Framework. 

It is my intention, having fully considered the latest information from the Airport as well 
as the views of my Ministerial colleagues, to revert to Government in the coming weeks with a 
view to decision on the matter.

09/04/2019WRAA01100Greenways Development

09/04/2019WRAA01200529. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the Glenbeigh to Renard South Kerry greenway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16273/19]

09/04/2019WRAA01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Glenbeigh to 
Renard South Kerry Greenway was originally awarded funding in 2014.  Construction of the 
Greenway has yet to commence.  In August 2018, Kerry County Council made an applica-
tion to An Bord Pleanála for planning permission and we await their decision. I understand that 
further information in respect of the application was to be submitted to An Bord Pleanála by 
Kerry County Council by 8th April. As this is a live planning matter I do not think it appropriate 
to comment any further on the project.

09/04/2019WRAA01400Sports Capital Programme Applications

09/04/2019WRAA01500530. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of a sports capital grant application by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16278/19]

09/04/2019WRAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme opened for applications on 
Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 19th October.  By that deadline, 
a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
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January.  

Work is now underway in assessing the new 2018 applications and I can confirm that an ap-
plication has been submitted by the organisation referred to by the Deputy. 

For the first time, applicants who have submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
will be given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it may be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced.

09/04/2019WRAA01700Road Network

09/04/2019WRAA01800531. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress made with Transport Infrastructure Ireland in respect of timescales for the delivery of 
the bypass at Ardee, County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16290/19]

09/04/2019WRAA01900532. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress made to alleviate the concerns expressed by residents of the negative impact of creat-
ing a cul-de-sac at Mulleston and Townpark road once the N52 realignment is constructed in 
2019, further to his meetings with local resident groups; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16291/19]

09/04/2019WRAA02000533. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
priority will be given to the necessary retrofit upon the completion of the realignment of the 
N52 in order to remedy the negative impact of creating a cul-de-sac at Mulleston and Town 
Park road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16292/19]

09/04/2019WRAA02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 531 to 533, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

09/04/2019WRAA02400Brexit Preparations

09/04/2019WRAA02500534. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the plans 
Fáilte Ireland has prepared to help the tourism industry post-Brexit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16306/19]

09/04/2019WRAA02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): In Budget 2019, €7.9 million in additional funding was allocated to the Tourism 
agencies to assist the Tourism sector get Brexit ready. In broad terms, Fáilte Ireland’s focus is 
on retaining business from Northern Ireland and Britain whilst also offering supports to enter-
prises to diversify into other markets and equip them for the post-Brexit marketplace.  I have 
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asked Fáilte Ireland to provide more detail of their operational plans in this regard.  Please con-
tact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

09/04/2019WRAA02700Road Traffic Accidents Data

09/04/2019WRAA02800535. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of traffic accidents or collisions on the M7 in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date 2019. 
[16307/19]

09/04/2019WRAA02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

09/04/2019WRAA03000Greenways Funding

09/04/2019WRAA03100536. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the announcement for greenway funding for projects such as the Sligo and Mayo gre-
enway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16311/19]

09/04/2019WRAA03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The funding call for 
Greenways held by my Department closed on 30th November 2018. Over the course of this 
funding call, 22 extensive applications were submitted by 15 Local Authorities and 1 State 
Agency. Sligo County Council and Mayo County Council were among those that submitted 
applications.

My Department officials are currently in the process of assessing each of these detailed ap-
plication based on the criteria laid out in the Strategy for the Future Development of National 
and Regional Greenways launched by my Department in July 2018. 

I hope to be in a position to award funding to the successful applicants in Q2 of this year.

09/04/2019WRAA03300Ministerial Travel

09/04/2019WRAA03400537. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
travel itinerary and that of the Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport will be provided for travel to Copenhagen for the Denmark versus Ireland football play-
off match; the costs incurred for the trip; the costs covered by a third party (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16337/19]

09/04/2019WRAA03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I attended this game 
on 11th November 2017 in a personal capacity. All flights and hotel expenses were funded by 
me.

Minister of State Griffin attended this game in an official capacity and also took part in 
promotional work for Tourism Ireland while in Denmark. He travelled to and from Denmark 
on the same day. Minister Griffin met  with Tourism Ireland Officials on arrival in Copenhagen 
on Saturday morning and was briefed on the Nordic Market. Minister Griffin also recorded a 
TV interview with a popular Danish television programme in which he promoted Ireland as a 
holiday destination for Danish viewers. The Minister also met with the Irish Ambassador to 
Denmark and then attended the match. The cost of the Ministers flight to Copenhagen was 134 
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euro. Due to Minster Griffin’s extremely busy schedule during November 2017, he travelled 
back directly after the match that night in unused space on the FAI’s flight, at no additional cost.

09/04/2019WRAA03600Road Safety

09/04/2019WRAA03700538. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the actions he is taking to promote and assist advanced safe driving technologies in imported 
vehicles; if he will consider new regulations to facilitate advanced safe driving technologies in 
terms of road signage, safe road design and road maintenance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16423/19]

09/04/2019WRAA03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): All imported new 
vehicles are subject to Directive 2007/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
which established an approval system for vehicles within the EU.  This system ensures that a 
vehicle must be manufactured in compliance with a wide range of safety standards before it can 
be registered in the State and placed on the market.  This ‘type-approval’ system is periodically 
updated to account for improvements in safety standards and to allow advanced safety features 
be introduced as mandatory requirements.  Amendments to Directive 2007/46/EC are scruti-
nised, evaluated and voted upon by a number of different EU-level technical committees and 
working groups that are attended by representatives from the State.

Last week, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union reached a pro-
visional political agreement on a number of proposed amendments to the General Safety Regu-
lation (Regulation (EC) No. 661/2009).  The proposed amendments will introduce a number of 
advanced safety systems that aim to reduce the number of fatalities and accidents on our roads 
and my Department welcomes and supports these measures.  The majority of these improve-
ments will come into effect from 2022 and will be a mandatory element of the type-approval 
regime (i.e. introduced via the manufacturing of new vehicles).

Future technological advancements in vehicles may allow for the interaction of the vehicle 
with road infrastructure.  Insofar as the technology has been established for this, initial legis-
lative measures have been developed at the appropriate international levels.  At present there 
are a number of challenges facing my Department (and indeed the wider European Union) in 
assessing the likely future path of technological development in relation to vehicles, systems 
and communications, before considering whether and how further significant new or amended 
legislation might be brought forward.

09/04/2019WRAA03900Road Safety

09/04/2019WRAA04000539. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the steps he is taking to support a vision zero approach to road safety; his views on whether the 
European Commission proposals for advanced safe vehicle technologies in all new vehicles by 
2022-2024 should be extended to the vehicle fleet here over the next three to five years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16424/19]

09/04/2019WRAA04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The goal of the Gov-
ernment’s current Road Safety Strategy, which runs from 2013 to 2020, is to reduce deaths on 
our roads to an annual level of 124.  No one thinks this is easy, but at the same time we will 
never cease aspiring to achieve a complete end to the tragedy of unnecessary deaths on our 
roads.  Work to achieve our present target is continuing under the current Strategy, and in due 
course a successor strategy will be developed which I intend to see incorporate even more am-
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bitious targets.

As the Deputy is aware, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union 
has reached a provisional agreement on a number of proposed amendments to the General 
Safety Regulation (Regulation (EC) No. 661/2009).  These amendments will introduce a range 
of new vehicle safety systems that will be a mandatory requirement for the manufacturing of 
new vehicles through the European Union’s Type-Approval regime.  The majority of these 
improvements will come into effect from 2022 and the regulations will apply in all European 
Union states including Ireland.

09/04/2019WRAA04200Bus Éireann Fleet

09/04/2019WRAA04300540. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the invest-
ment made by Bus Éireann towards replacing the fleet in County Kerry; and the future invest-
ment programme for same. [16445/19]

09/04/2019WRAA04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.   The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for  ensuring 
the development and delivery of public transport infrastructure including the provision of fleet 
for the PSO bus network.

Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your query to the NTA 
for their consideration and direct reply.  Please notify my office if you have not received a reply 
within 10 days. 

09/04/2019WRAA04500Air Traffic Control Services

09/04/2019WRAA04600541. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost to 
airports of providing air traffic control services to a company (details supplied) in the past four 
years. [16559/19]

09/04/2019WRAA04700542. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there is 
payment from a company (details supplied) to the airports in exchange for the provision of air 
traffic control services; and if so, the value of the payment. [16560/19]

09/04/2019WRAA04800543. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
whether adequate funding is provided to airports for the provision of air traffic control services 
to the Irish Coast Guard. [16561/19]

09/04/2019WRAA04900550. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the State 
funding provided to Sligo Airport; if additional funding can be provided for the functioning of 
the air traffic control tower which is in operation 24 hours per day to support search and res-
cue activities which are based from the airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16641/19]

09/04/2019WRAA05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 541 to 543, inclusive, and 550 together.

With regard to State funding for Sligo Airport,  this airport is not part of the Regional Air-
ports Programme.  In relation to Coast Guard operations, the Deputy will be aware that the 
State’s search and rescue service is provided by the Coast Guard by way of a contract with 
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CHCI DAC.  These services are provided by CHCI DAC from four bases around the Country, 
including Sligo Airport.  The arrangements for the use of these bases is a commercial matter 
between CHCI DAC and the airports involved. 

More generally, under the Irish Aviation Authority (EuroControl) (Consolidated Route 
Charges) Regulations 2005, S.I. No. 776 of 2005, neither the Irish Coast Guard nor CHC are 
liable for any air traffic control  costs when performing search and rescue flights.

09/04/2019WRBB00200Irish Coast Guard Issues

09/04/2019WRBB00300544. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fund-
ing provided to each helicopter base for the Irish Coast Guard for each of the past five years by 
purpose and supplier paid. [16562/19]

09/04/2019WRBB00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department 
pays CHCI DAC, under contract, for a search and rescue service which is based on a 4 base 
model. My Department does not pay for bases separately. The cost to CHCI for use of these 
bases is a commercial matter between the company and the airports involved.

09/04/2019WRBB00500Rail Network Maintenance

09/04/2019WRBB00600545. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
Irish Rail has a timeline for when it will agree and sign off on a bridge (details supplied) with 
Kildare County Council. [16571/19]

09/04/2019WRBB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport.  
Issues relating to infrastructure, such as the bridge referred to by the Deputy, are an operational 
matter for Iarnród Éireann.

In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the company for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

09/04/2019WRBB00800Road Improvement Schemes

09/04/2019WRBB00900546. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the fact that Cork city and county has the worst record of road repair 
nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16580/19]

09/04/2019WRBB01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selec-
tion and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

Within the budget available to the Department, grant funding is allocated on as fair and 
equitable basis as possible. In this context, grants in the main grant categories are allocated 
based on the length of regional and local roads within a local authority area of responsibility, 
with account taken where appropriate of the local authority’s own resources in terms of rates 
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and other income. It is a matter for each Council to determine its priorities and decide its work 
programme taking available grant funding and its own resources into account.  In this context I 
continue to emphasise to local authorities the importance of prioritising roads when allocating 
their own resources. 

While there were major cuts in grant funding for the road network during the recession, 
there have been significant increases in grants in recent years.  In this context Cork County has 
been allocated regional and local road grant funding of €50,465,240 in 2019 and Cork City has 
been allocated €8,288,800.

In relation to national roads, as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsi-
bility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, operation and improvement of individual national 
roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authori-
ties concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

09/04/2019WRBB01100Transport Policy

09/04/2019WRBB01200547. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
way in which the €200 million cost of the Galway transport strategy over ten years addresses 
the urgent need to rebalance investment towards mass transport solutions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [16594/19]

09/04/2019WRBB01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the transport strategy for Galway City was prepared by Galway City Council and Gal-
way County Council in 2016 in partnership with the National Transport Authority.  The strat-
egy set out an overall framework for the development of transport infrastructure and services 
in Galway City and its environs over a twenty year period.  Implementation of the Strategy is 
primarily a matter for the local authorities in line with their statutory roles and responsibilities. 

The National Development Plan 2018-2027 proposes to deliver a BusConnects programme 
for Galway and provides an indicative allocation of €200 million to support this development.  
The Galway Transport Strategy considered that bus-based public transport represents the most 
appropriate system for Galway over the period of the transport strategy.  It concluded that a 
high-quality bus-based public transport service will cater for the forecasted passenger demand 
and will provide significant flexibility in terms of network options and the ability to integrate 
with other modes. 

Galway BusConnects will deliver a rationalised network of five high-performing cross city 
routes.  All routes will serve major city centre attractions as well as linking all major destina-
tions across the city.  The programme will comprise next generation bus lanes, enhanced ser-
vices, cashless fares and account-based ticketing.  As the Deputy is aware, a network of park 
and ride sites, serviced by the more efficient bus network, will also be put in place.  

09/04/2019WRBB01400Dublin Bus Services

09/04/2019WRBB01500548. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the annual 
cost of running the Nitelink bus service for each of the past four years with reference to the 
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number of such routes that were operational at the time in tabular form. [16604/19]

09/04/2019WRBB01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for Dublin Bus and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

09/04/2019WRBB01700Cycling Facilities Funding

09/04/2019WRBB01800549. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the cost of 
creating existent dublinbikes docking stations; and the estimated cost of constructing an addi-
tional dublinbikes station.  [16605/19]

09/04/2019WRBB01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and de-
velopment of public transport infrastructure, including cycling infrastructure.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

  Question No. 550 answered with Question No. 541.

09/04/2019WRBB02100Smarter Transport

09/04/2019WRBB02200551. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capital 
expenditure from 1 January 2019 to 31 March 2019 under the heading of B8.1 smarter travel 
sustainable urban transport. [16658/19]

09/04/2019WRBB02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, funding provided under this subhead is in relation to capital expenditure programmes 
and is part of a multi-annual capital funding programme. 

The timing of expenditure on programmes such as this is by its nature dependent on a num-
ber of variables and therefore monthly or quarterly expenditure must be viewed within that 
context.

It is the case that each year the majority of funding is drawndown toward the year end and 
overall reporting on programme expenditure is then made available through the Department’s 
publicly available annual Appropriation Accounts and related reports to, and appearances be-
fore, the Oireachtas.

09/04/2019WRBB02400Cycling Facilities Data

09/04/2019WRBB02500552. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the new 
and additional cycle routes approved to go to construction in Dublin in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16692/19]

09/04/2019WRBB02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning 
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and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), includ-
ing cycling infrastructure.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

09/04/2019WRBB02700Greenways Funding

09/04/2019WRBB02800553. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
no funding has been allocated to construct security fencing along the greenway at Altown, Gar-
rycastle, Athlone, County Westmeath despite repeated promises to Westmeath County Council 
of same; and his plans to ensure that this funding is made available without delay to provide 
protection for the residents in this area. [16724/19]

09/04/2019WRBB02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Funding is provided 
by my Department for the construction of Greenways and it is important that local authorities 
consider all aspects when submitting an application for funding.  

Funding for security fencing along the Greenway at Altown, Garrycastle, Athlone, Co. 
Westmeath is a matter for Westmeath County Council. I understand that a request for fund-
ing for fencing among a number of other items was made three years ago, however it was not 
granted at the time. 

I am not aware of this issue having been raised again since then with my Department.  

09/04/2019WRBB03000Road Improvement Schemes

09/04/2019WRBB03100554. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
fund all proposed low-cost safety improvement projects for roads in County Limerick as pro-
posed by Limerick City and County Council; the planned date for sanctioning of funding for 
such projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16736/19]

09/04/2019WRBB03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

My Department sought applications in September 2018 for funding of safety improvement 
works on regional and local roads to be carried out by local authorities during 2019.  The 
schemes for inclusion in the application are decided by the local authorities.   Allocations are 
made by the Department taking into account the terms applying to the Scheme and the available 
budget for the grant programme.  

Limerick City and County Council submitted 11 projects for funding under the Safety Im-
provement Scheme in 2019 and 9 were approved for funding.  A total grant of €358,000 was 
allocated for these safety improvement schemes on 1st February 2019.  

It is also open to local authorities to fund safety improvement schemes from the Discretion-
ary Grant or from their own resources. 
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09/04/2019WRBB03300Youth Services Funding

09/04/2019WRBB03400555. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status of 
the review of the youth service grant scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16030/19]

09/04/2019WRBB03500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities. The funding schemes support national and local youth work involving approximately 
1,400 youth work staff working in youth services and communities throughout the country.

These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme under which funding is made avail-
able on an annual basis to thirty national and major regional youth organisations. This funding 
is intended to ensure the emergence, promotion, growth and development of youth organisa-
tions with distinctive philosophies and programmes aimed at the social education of young 
people. In 2019, I provided an additional 2.5% in funding to this scheme, bringing the total 
allocation to over €11m. 

My Department has commenced a review of the Youth Service Grant Scheme. This review 
is intended to modernise the scheme to enhance accountability, transparency and outcome mea-
surement. It is also seeking to ensure the scheme responds to the ever-evolving needs of young 
people. 

Engagement with the National Youth Council of Ireland and the youth sector is a key prior-
ity for DCYA. Twice annually I meet with National Youth Organisations in receipt of YSGS 
funding. My officials avail of these meetings to update the organisations of the progress to 
date and our broad intentions of the review process. The next meeting is scheduled for 11th 
April. The review includes annual finance and governance meetings with the organisations in 
receipt of the largest YSGS grants and desktop reviews to inform the development of the reform 
programme. The work of the review is ongoing, and my Department is committed to ongoing 
consultation with the youth sector in relation to this review.

09/04/2019WRBB03600Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

09/04/2019WRBB03700556. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of adults and children who spent time in Tusla funded domestic violence refuge and step-down 
accommodation in 2018; and the average length of time these families spent in emergency ac-
commodation.  [16074/19]

09/04/2019WRBB03800557. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of women and children turned away from Tusla funded domestic violence refuges in each of the 
years 2016 to 2018 due to a lack of capacity. [16075/19]

09/04/2019WRBB03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 556 and 557 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has responsibility for the provision of funding, co-or-
dination and support to 22 organisations which provide emergency refuge and emergency non-
refuge accommodation to victims of domestic violence and their children.  A refuge facility in 
South Dublin which has been temporarily closed for essential refurbishment works is expected 
to re-open as a domestic violence refuge in Quarter 2 of this year.  In total, 155 family units of 
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emergency accommodation are provided - 145 in emergency refuges and 10 in emergency non-
refuge accommodation.  

Information on the number of adults and children that spent time in Tusla funded emergency 
domestic violence refuge accommodation and emergency non-refuge accommodation, and the 
average length of time spent in emergency accommodation, is collected retrospectively.  Tusla 
has advised that this information for 2018 is not yet available but will be finalised later this year.

Tusla also advises that it does not have comprehensive data with regard to the number of 
women and children whom Tusla funded domestic violence refuges were unable to accommo-
date in each of the years 2016 to 2018. 

Tusla has advised that victims may seek emergency refuge accommodation from more than 
one service on any one occasion before their accommodation needs are met.  In some cases, 
inquiries may be conducted before it is established that the individual or family requires emer-
gency accommodation. 

Refuges that are unable to meet the needs of individuals and families who require emer-
gency accommodation make every effort to ensure that they are safe.

There are challenges in ensuring that there is an appropriate configuration of spaces avail-
able to all individuals and families who require emergency refuge accommodation. 

It is important to note that Tusla seeks to achieve the optimum use of emergency accom-
modation while also focusing on prevention and effective community-based services to avoid, 
in so far as possible, the need for use of refuges or emergency non-refuge accommodation by 
vulnerable women and children.

09/04/2019WRBB04100Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

09/04/2019WRBB04200558. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of Tusla funded refuge places available in Dublin for 2019. [16076/19]

09/04/2019WRBB04300559. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of Tusla funded refuge places available in each county for 2019, in tabular form. [16077/19]

09/04/2019WRBB04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 558 and 559 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has responsibility for the provision of funding, co-
ordination and support to 21 organisations which provide emergency refuge and emergency 
non-refuge accommodation to victims of domestic violence and their children. 

In addition to this, Tusla maintains a domestic violence refuge in South Dublin, which has 
been temporarily closed for essential refurbishment works.  This facility is expected to re-open 
as a domestic violence refuge in Quarter 2 this year.  In total, 155 family units of emergency ac-
commodation are provided - 145 in emergency domestic violence refuges and 10 in emergency 
non-refuge accommodation.   

A family unit in emergency accommodation is generally used to accommodate a single fam-
ily, i.e. one woman and her accompanying children and dependent adults.  However, services 
may reconfigure room arrangements to suit the number, age and gender of family members.  At 
times, two unaccompanied women may be asked to share a family unit. 
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The following table outlines the number of Tusla funded family units in refuges available 
in Dublin, and the number of Tusla funded family units in refuges available in each county for 
2019, in tabular form.

Table 1: Location and number of emergency refuge and emergency non-refuge accommoda-
tion family units

County Emergency Refuges Funded 
By Tusla

 No. of Units

Clare Clarehaven Services  6
Cork Cuanlee Refuge  6
Donegal Donegal Domestic Violence 

Services 
 4

Dublin Saoirse Women’s Refuge, 
Tallaght

 6

Dublin Sonas, Dublin  15*
Dublin Aoibhneas Women & Chil-

dren’s Refuge, Coolock
 10

Dublin Rathmines Women’s Refuge 
(Operated by Tusla)

 9**

Galway COPE Galway  6
Kerry ADAPT Kerry Ltd.  6
Kildare Teach Tearmainn Refuge  4
Kilkenny Amber Women’s Refuge, 

Kilkenny
 7

Limerick ADAPT Domestic Abuse 
Service, Limerick

 14

Louth Drogheda Women’s and 
Children’s Refuge Centre

 11

Louth Women’s Aid Dundalk  5
Mayo Mayo Women’s Support Ser-

vices Refuge
 5

Meath Meath Women’s Refuge and 
Support Services

 5

Sligo Women’s Domestic Violence 
Service

 3***

Tipperary Cuan Saor Women’s Ref-
uge And Support Services, 
Clonmel

 4

Waterford Oasis House Women’s Ref-
uge

 14

Westmeath Esker House Women’s Ref-
uge And Support Services, 
Athlone

 4

Wexford Wexford Women’s Refuge  4
Wicklow Bray Women’s Refuge  7
Total   155
Explanatory Text on Table
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*The overall figure of 15 includes 8 family units of emergency refuge accommodation, and 
7 family units of emergency non-refuge accommodation.

**As Rathmines Women’s Refuge has temporarily closed, the availability of these units is 
currently on hold. The facility is expected to re-open as a domestic violence refuge in Quarter 
2 of this year.

***These 3 units are provided in the form of emergency non-refuge accommodation only.

09/04/2019WRBB04600Early Childhood Care and Education Funding

09/04/2019WRBB04700560. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
funding allocated for the early learning and care and social age childcare capital programme in 
each of the years 2017 to 2019, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16235/19]

09/04/2019WRBB04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am committed 
to ensuring childcare is affordable, accessible and of a high quality. Significant progress has 
been made in this regard, with an increase in investment in this area of 117% over the past four 
budgets (increasing from €265 m in 2015 to nearly €574 m in budget 2019).

Within these four budgets, a significant amount of Exchequer funding was made avail-
able for childcare providers, whether privately run or operated by community or not for profit 
groups, to apply for Early Learning and Care and School Aged Capital grants. 

The creation of new early learning and care and school age places continues to be of utmost 
priority for my Department.  Capital funding is aimed at increasing the capacity of services, 
creating new services and maintaining and improving existing services. 

In previous years my Department has invested greatly in both privately run or community/
not for profit pre-school providers in creating and maintaining Early Childhood Care and Edu-
cation places within their services. 

This year my Department has focused the funding of the 2019 Early Learning and Care and 
School Age Capital programme with the expansion of early learning and care places for 0-3 
year olds and school age childcare places where this is most needed. 

I expect that this year’s capital allocation will build on progress achieved in previous years, 
and as always there has been great interest in the funding.

The following table sets out the funding allocated in 2017 and 2018. The  appraisals for the 
2019 round of capital grants have only begun so no applications have yet been approved for 
funding. The 2019 Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare Capital Programme will 
provide €6.106 million in grants for service providers.

Year Early Years Capital School Age Capital  Total
2017 €7,538,670.15 €3,448,742.82 €10,987,412.97
2018 €5,412,908.51 €854,511.40 €6,267,419.91
2019 €5,106,000 €1,000,000  €6,106,000
The Deputy should also note that a further capital allocation of €3m has been made in 2019 

in respect of the new National Childcare Scheme.
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09/04/2019WRBB04900Childcare Costs

09/04/2019WRBB05000561. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to the low subsidy available for working families for crèche fees; her plans to 
amend the scheme to offer more assistance regarding same; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [16297/19]

09/04/2019WRBB05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In recent years, 
I have secured significantly increased investment in early learning and care (ELC) and school 
age childcare (SAC). The annual investment towards high quality, affordable ELC and SAC has 
risen to €574m, which represents an increase of  117% since 2015.

The significant increase in supports I announced in April 2017 represented a major step 
towards accessible, affordable and quality ELC and SAC after decades of neglect and under-
investment by successive Governments. These increases reflect my ambition to support quality 
ELC and SAC services with appropriately supported staff. 

As part of the Government policy to make childcare more affordable, I  introduced new 
measures in September 2017 (September Measures) aimed at improving access to quality, af-
fordable childcare for families in the interim until the introduction of the National Childcare 
Scheme.  

The September Measures included the universal childcare subvention payment (CCSU) of 
up to €20 per week for families using eligible childcare providers for the care of children aged 
from 6 months to the first eligible point of entry to the ECCE scheme.  This non-means tested 
support amounts to as much as €1,040 per year for children in full-time childcare.  The total 
number of children who availed of CCSU in the 2017/2018 programme year (between Septem-
ber 2017 and August 2018) was 39,319. Almost two thirds of services (65% or 2,188) that had 
CCSP contracts, had at least one child registered under CCSU.

To date 33,410 children have availed of CCSU in the current (2018/2019) year.

The September Measures also included an average 50% increase to the band rates of the 
CCS/CCSP targeted schemes.  In 2017/18 36,367 children benefitted from the targeted CCS 
strands (CCS and CCSP) compared to 24,715 in 2016/17.  This was an increase of 47% on the 
previous year.  The growth in the number of registrations and participating children is associ-
ated directly with the increase investment in the early year’s sector.  For the period September 
2019 to June 2018 the value of the registrations amounted to €363,691,841.  These increases 
were considerable and significantly decreased the amount of payment required of low income 
families or parents in education or training.

These changes are waypoints towards our goal to deliver genuine affordable, accessible, 
quality ELC and SAC. 

Furthermore, the National Childcare Scheme (NCS), which is a new, national scheme of 
financial support for parents towards the cost of childcare, will be significant move forward in 
delivering quality, accessible, affordable childcare to families throughout Ireland.  NCS will 
launch this October, with payments flowing from November. The Scheme entails a fundamen-
tal shift away from subsidies grounded in medical card and social protection entitlements, and 
towards a comprehensive and progressive system of universal and income-based subsidies that 
will benefit a much greater part of the population, and in particular working families.  It is a 
single, streamlined and user-friendly scheme which will ultimately replace the existing targeted 
childcare schemes. However, the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme will 
not be affected. 
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By making this shift and by tangibly reducing the cost of quality childcare for thousands 
of families across Ireland, the Scheme aims to improve children’s outcomes, support lifelong 
learning, make work pay and reduce child poverty. It is also designed to have a positive impact 
on gender equality in relation to labour market participation and employment opportunities.

The Scheme has already been amended to expand the benefits for working families. As part 
of Budget 2019, the income threshold levels used for assessing the level of subsidy to which a 
parent may be entitled were raised. 

The significant increase in the Scheme’s maximum net income threshold from €47,000 to 
€60,000 per annum means that an estimated 7,500 more children will benefit from the scheme 
relative to the original proposals.  Over 40,000 other children, already eligible, will see in-
creases to their subsidies.

I am also very pleased that I have managed to adjust the lower income threshold, meaning 
that maximum subsidy rates will now be paid to all families with a net annual income of up 
to €26,000 (up from €22,700). 

This ‘poverty proofs’ the Scheme by ensuring that families at or below the relative income 
poverty line will benefit from the very highest subsidy rates under the scheme. It will also make 
work pay for parents in employment or training as they will now be able to avail of help with 
their childcare costs.

09/04/2019WRCC00200Early Childhood Care and Education Expenditure

09/04/2019WRCC00300562. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
estimated first and full year cost of increasing the ECCE capitation grant by 10%; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16343/19]

09/04/2019WRCC00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): ECCE capita-
tion rates were increased by 7% in September 2018.  The table below outlines the first and full 
year cost of increasing these rates by a further 10%, with effect from September 2019:

  Current cost of 
ECCE (existing capi-
tation rates)

Total cost with 10% 
Increase

Increase

First year cost (Sept 
– Dec 2019)   

€125m €137.5m €12.5m 

Full year cost   €295.5m €325m €29.5m 
The above costings are predicated on registrations on the scheme achieving targeted levels 

in the academic years 2019/20 & 2020/21.  These targets are based upon current projections of 
future uptake on this demand led scheme.  Costs in future years may rise as more children avail 
of the second ECCE year (currently 75% take up).

09/04/2019WRCC00500Affordable Childcare Scheme Expenditure

09/04/2019WRCC00600563. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
estimated first and full year cost of increasing the affordable childcare subsidy for children un-
der three years of age by €1 per hour; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16344/19]

09/04/2019WRCC00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
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Childcare Scheme will provide a universal subsidy of 50c per hour, up to a maximum of 40 
hours per week, for all families with children under 3 years using registered early learning and 
care.  The universal subsidy is also available to families with children over three years who 
have not yet qualified for the free preschool programme (ECCE).  The tables below show the 
cost of increasing the universal subsidy from 50c per hour to €1.50 per hour, i.e. increasing the 
subsidy rate by €1. 

Due to the interplay between the universal and income-related aspects of the scheme, the 
cost estimates are arrived at by:     

- establishing the number of families with children under three years old (or over three but 
not qualifying for ECCE) by income bracket (2016 data supplied by CSO),

- profiling these families by reference to the age of their children,

- estimating the proportion of children in each income bracket and age range using regis-
tered early learning and care,

- calculating estimated subsidy rates based on income levels and age profile and

- applying estimates of the average hours used by age group for term time and non-term 
time. 

The application of the subsidy at the existing levels (50c universal and the current targeted 
subsidy levels) assumes a level of dynamic change in terms of the numbers of beneficiaries.  
This change is used at a fixed level throughout the estimates.  In other words, increased subsi-
dies may create behavioural changes by families which is not factored into the estimates below, 
for example, more families than expected may move from unregistered early learning and care 
services to registered services to avail of the higher level of subsidisation.

It should also be noted that the increase in the universal subsidy would benefit many chil-
dren under three years who are in receipt of income-related subsidies.  This is because these 
children would now all receive a subsidy of at least €1.50 or higher per hour. 

 

Nov-Dec Cost (2019) €
Universal Rate €1.50
Additional Cost per annum €7.17m
 

Full year cost (2020) €
Universal Rate €1.50
Additional Cost per annum €43m

09/04/2019WRCC00800Irish Language

09/04/2019WRCC00900564. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her policy 
in relation to ensuring all children in English medium crèches receiving funding from the State 
are given an opportunity in circumstances in which the parents agree to come into contact with 
the Irish language; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16376/19]

09/04/2019WRCC01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
committed to continuing to support services wishing to operate through the medium of Irish 
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and I am conscious of the value of supporting the provision of services in the Irish language 
to children at an early age.  I am also aware of the role pre-schools can play in promoting Irish 
as a living language.  In this regard my Department has collaborated with the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in agreeing a comprehensive set of actions under the 5 Year 
Action Plan for the Irish Language 2018-2022.

These actions are in support of the overarching 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 
2010-2030, and are designed to affirm the importance that early learning and care settings have 
in encouraging the development and revitalisation of the Irish language.  

The aim of these actions is to build on the existing measures, supports and partnerships in 
place in the area of Irish-medium early learning and care, and to further improve these supports 
and services.  

Furthermore, First 5, the recently published ten year Whole-of-Government Strategy for 
Babies, Young Children and their Families contains two actions specifically related to the provi-
sion of Irish language supports to the early learning and care sector, which are to:

- Introduce measures to ensure that children in Gaeltacht areas have access to Irish-medium 
ECL provision, and 

- Develop mechanisms to provide Irish Language supports to ELC provision where there are 
high proportions of children who are learning through the medium of Irish.

Much is currently being done in my Department to ensure improved communication with 
Irish-speaking childcare services.  For example, in respect of the forthcoming National Child-
care Scheme, the website and parent application will be available in Irish.  Irish-speaking sup-
port staff will be available to answer parental queries, and communications in relation to the 
Scheme will also be available in Irish. 

Training and materials for the Access and Inclusion Model that helps children with a dis-
ability to participate in the ECCE scheme are available through Irish.  Inspections operated by 
Tusla and the Department of Education are available through Irish, as are mentoring services 
from Better Start.

09/04/2019WRCC01100Community Childcare Subvention Programme

09/04/2019WRCC01200565. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children that have benefitted from the universal childcare subsidy since its introduc-
tion in August 2017 by county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16434/19]

09/04/2019WRCC01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As part of its 
plan to make childcare more affordable, my Department introduced a universal subvention pay-
ment from September 2017.  The Community Childcare Subvention Universal (CCSU) sub-
sidy, worth up to €20 per week per child, is available for all parents who are not in receipt of 
any other childcare subsidy for children aged from 6 months to the first eligible point of entry 
to the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme.

CCSU registration/s by county (2017/2018 and 2018/2019) as at 29/03/2019



Questions - Written Answers

234

County Division Number of unique CCSP 
services with CCSU 
registration/s

Number of unique CCSU 
children registered

Carlow 31 556
Cavan 44 886
Clare 75 1,159
Cork City 57 1,274
Cork County 173 4,571
Donegal 79 1,168
Dublin - Dublin  City 266 6,841
Dublin - Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown

105 3,919

Dublin -  Fingal 168 4,176
Dublin - South Dublin 137 3,505
Galway 176 3,332
Kerry 70 1,219
Kildare 105 2,644
Kilkenny 55 1,044
Laois 40 597
Leitrim 18 315
Limerick 75 1,906
Longford 22 317
Louth 67 1,228
Mayo 63 723
Meath 96 2,058
Monaghan 39 868
Offaly 36 508
Roscommon 37 620
Sligo 44 854
Tipperary 85 1,568
Waterford 50 864
Westmeath 40 825
Wexford 86 1,369
Wicklow 81 1,462
Total 2,391 52,025

09/04/2019WRCC01400Early Childhood Care and Education Data

09/04/2019WRCC01500566. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children that have availed of the early childhood care and education scheme since 
September 2018 by county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16435/19]

09/04/2019WRCC01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a free pre-school programme available 
to all children within the eligible age range.  From September 2018, all children meeting the 
minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months will be eligible for a full two programme 
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years.  It provides children with a formal early learning experience prior to commencing pri-
mary school.  The programme is provided three hours per day, five days per week, 38 weeks per 
year over two programme years. 

ECCE contracted services and unique children registered by county (2018/2019) as at 
29/03/2019 

County Division Number of services in con-
tract

Number of unique children 
registered

Carlow 50 1,311
Cavan 63 1,928
Clare 130 2,515
Cork City 78 2,470
Cork County 361 10,730
Donegal 135 3,293
Dublin - Dublin City 387 9,068
Dublin - Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown

180 4,491

Dublin - Fingal 308 7,839
Dublin - South Dublin 232 6,314
Galway 254 5,970
Kerry 124 2,956
Kildare 195 5,920
Kilkenny 94 2,151
Laois 77 2,205
Leitrim 31 708
Limerick 173 4,378
Longford 33 835
Louth 116 2,945
Mayo 124 2,816
Meath 193 5,406
Monaghan 60 1,287
Offaly 68 1,843
Roscommon 54 1,387
Sligo 65 1,341
Tipperary 160 3,543
Waterford 89 2,527
Westmeath 80 2,305
Wexford 135 3,603
Wicklow 160 3,522
Total 4,209 107,607

09/04/2019WRCC01700Childcare Costs

09/04/2019WRCC01800567. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 312 of 13 March 2019 and 1180 of 26 March 2019, the reason Tusla 
maintains that the national weekly costs for private providers of children’s residential services 
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are set at €6,000 per placement per week when the most recent invitation to tender for these ser-
vices (details supplied) advertises costs of up to €13,250 per placement per week. [16440/19]

09/04/2019WRCC01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, is responsible for the welfare and protection of children.  This includes 
the provision of children’s residential services for which Tusla requires to purchase services 
from private providers.  The tendering for and purchase of residential placements from private 
providers is an operational matter for Tusla.  I am referring the Deputy’s question to Tusla for 
direct reply.

09/04/2019WRCC02000National Youth Strategy

09/04/2019WRCC02100568. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the posi-
tion regarding the implementation of the recommendations of the LGBTI+ youth strategy; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16539/19]

09/04/2019WRCC02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The LGBTI+ 
National Youth Strategy 2018 - 2020 was published on June 2018 and is a world first.  It is 
a key commitment for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) as part of the 
2016 Programme for Partnership Government and is making a significant contribution towards 
the Government’s broader commitment to continue to strive for the full inclusion of LGBTI+ 
people in Irish society. 

During the Strategy development process, DCYA engaged with a wide range of Government 
Departments and State Agencies in order to define the actions required to realise the Strategy’s 
goals and objectives and ensure that they were developed in alignment with other key strategies 
and policies.  A first annual report of cross government actions will be compiled in Q3 2019.

During the first year of implementation my own Department initiated actions to meet the 
objectives of the Strategy, including immediate provision of new and additional youth service 
provision to address gaps; a mapping of current LGBTI+ youth service provision at Education 
and Training Board (ETB) level; funding for 39 organisations across 16 counties for LGBTI+ 
Capacity Building initiatives and commencing a competition for young people up to the age of 
24 to design a sticker for a wide range of organisations and businesses to use to declare their 
support for diversity, inclusion and visible representation of public support for LGBTI+.  As 
part of goal 3, to develop research and data environment to better understand the lives of LG-
BTI+ young people, a tender to commission a landscape analysis of the existing research and 
data relevant to the Strategy was initiated and is currently under evaluation.

09/04/2019WRCC02300School Completion Programme

09/04/2019WRCC02400569. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if continued 
funding by the school completion programme under Tusla of the school counsellor currently 
being provided to schools (details supplied) will be committed to; if this vital service for these 
DEIS schools will not be abolished; if she does not accept the view that such therapeutic ser-
vices should be cancelled in view of the fact they may be provided by the HSE, as these HSE 
services are not available to schools in Dublin 15; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16621/19]

09/04/2019WRCC02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The School 
Completion Programme (SCP) continues to deliver a valuable service for some of our most 
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vulnerable young people at risk of early school leaving.

It was established in 2002 and became a programme operating under the Delivering Equal-
ity of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) programme in 2005.  Responsibility for the National Edu-
cational Welfare Board (NEWB) which included the SCP was transferred to my Department on 
its establishment in 2011.  Operational responsibility for the SCP was transferred to Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency on its establishment in 2014.

Currently, SCP receives annual funding of €24.7 million.  My Department works with the 
Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of Tusla to ensure necessary resources are available to sup-
port this programme and to ensure staffing levels are sufficient to deliver a high quality service 
to those young people most at risk of early school leaving. 

From the Programme’s inception under the Department of Education and Skills up to €5,000 
per annum was allowed for therapeutic supports for crisis or emergency needs as they arose for 
SCP participants.  This recognised that many of the SCP participants experience adversity in 
their lives. 

It should be noted that the SCP does not have a responsibility for funding school counsellors 
and therapeutic services.  The SCP funding for school counsellors and therapeutic services were 
to be provided only in emergency or crisis cases for SCP participants. 

Tusla (EWS) has advised me that they have reviewed the SCP plans submitted by the SCP 
project which works in Ladyswell and Corduff National Schools and there is no record of the 
employment of a school counsellor in plans submitted to Tusla for 2018/19 or in previous years. 

My Department continues to work with Tusla (EWS) to ensure necessary resources are 
available to support the SCP programme.  In recognition of the need for a strong policy platform 
for educational welfare services, including the School Completion Programme, I have request-
ed my officials to establish a Task Group to support the further development and integration of 
these services.  The work of this group is near completion and I am eager to ensure that output 
will result in a clear blueprint for the development of the three strands of the EWS, including 
the SCP so that its reach, resources and impact are maximised in supporting young people at 
risk of early school leaving.

09/04/2019WRCC02600Children in Care

09/04/2019WRCC02700570. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
in relation to practices at a children’s residential centre (details supplied) in relation to the man-
agement of curfews and unapproved absences with reference to a person; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [16623/19]

09/04/2019WRCC02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
may be aware that I am not in a position to comment on individual cases. 

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, have advised that all children and young people within 
children’s residential centres have a placement plan which incorporates the management of 
curfews and unapproved absences. 

All centres must adhere to the Joint Protocol for the management of children missing in care 
operated by An Garda Síochána and the Child and Family Agency. 

I can confirm that the centre to which the deputy refers is a voluntary organisation, provid-



Questions - Written Answers

238

ing children’s residential services.  As such the centre has a signed Service Level Agreement 
in place with Tusla.  The centre is also registered and inspected by the Tusla Registration and 
Inspection Service.

09/04/2019WRCC02900Office of Public Works

09/04/2019WRCC03000571. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 186 of 21 February 2019, when a reply will be issued from the OPW. 
[16626/19]

09/04/2019WRCC03100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised by 
the Office of Public Works that the company referred to by the Deputy were paid €56.4m for the 
construction works, completed in September 2016, on the National Children Detention Facility 
Construction Project carried out on the Oberstown Campus. 

Since then approximately €950,000 has been paid in relation to the replacement of doors in 
the newly constructed residential units in Oberstown.  The original doors were deemed unfit for 
purpose due to unforeseen issues, including wilful damage by young people.

09/04/2019WRCC03200Dog Licences

09/04/2019WRCC03300572. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if the waiver of dog licence fees for persons with autism and disabilities that use assistive dogs 
will be extended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16064/19]

09/04/2019WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): Under the Control of Dogs Act 1986, all dog owners are required to have a dog 
licence, with some very limited exceptions. 

The Control of Dogs Act 1986 and the Control of Dogs Regulations 1998 provide for licens-
ing and muzzling exemptions in cases where assistance dogs are kept and wholly or mainly 
used for the purpose of guiding a blind person or a person whose eyesight is so defective that 
he/she is unable to find his/her way without guidance.  The legislation does not extend to any 
other matter relating to assistance dogs. 

I understand that the formal definition of ‘disability’ is broad and as such, setting clear and 
effective limits to the range of dogs to be exempted is complicated.  There are currently no 
formal plans to amend the Control of Dogs Acts in respect of assistance dogs, however, I have 
now asked my officials to consider the matter and to report back to me.

09/04/2019WRCC03413National Broadband Plan Administration

09/04/2019WRCC03425573. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the identification process for sites (details supplied) first commenced and was completed; 
the agencies and Departments that participated in this exercise; the location of each of the 300 
sites by townland and county in tabular form; if the sites have been published; if not, the reason 
therefor; and the cost of undertaking this identification exercise. [16765/19]

09/04/2019WRCC03450Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): My Department is working closely with officials in the Department of Com-
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munications, Climate Action and Environment to prepare Local Authorities for the roll out of 
the National Broadband Plan (NBP). 

The process the Deputy refers to is part of the NBP preparation.  It began during the sum-
mer of 2018 and is ongoing. The sites were identified by the Local Authorities and will provide 
important broadband access for public use.  The list of sites were shared with the Department 
of Rural and Community Development and the Department of Communication, Climate Action 
and Environment.

The availability and suitability of all sites has yet to be confirmed and, as such, I do not 
propose to make their locations publicly available at this time.

As the Deputy will appreciate, initiatives such as these are complex and care must be taken 
to ensure that property owners and local communities are given the time to consider, consult 
and to ask questions. 

To date, no money has been spent on this process. 

09/04/2019WRCC03500Carer’s Allowance Appeals

09/04/2019WRCC03600574. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will receive a response regarding the reassessment of 
their carer’s allowance. [16442/19]

09/04/2019WRCC03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

If a person is in receipt of another social welfare payment in their own right (other than 
unemployment payments or supplementary welfare allowance) or being claimed as a qualified 
adult on their spouse/partner’s payment, a half-rate carer’s allowance may also be payable as 
long as all the normal conditions for receipt of CA are satisfied.

The person concerned was in receipt of Jobseekers Allowance (JA) as a qualified adult on 
her spouse’s claim up to 27 June 2017.  As a result CA was paid to her at half-rate. 

Following the cessation of her spouse’s JA claim it has been decided that the person con-
cerned is entitled to full rate CA from 29 June 2017. 

Arrears for the period 29 June 2017 to 10 April 2019 will issue shortly.

The person concerned was notified on 4 April 2019 of this outcome and of her right of re-
view and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRCC03800Social Insurance

09/04/2019WRCC03900575. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated take-up in the first full year of extending carers and illness benefit to eligible 
self-employed class S PRSI contributors. [16040/19]
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09/04/2019WRCC04000578. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion further to Parliamentary Question No. 234 of 29 November 2018, the estimated cost of 
introducing the proposals in question in the first year; and the full year cost of extending these 
benefits to the self-employed. [16111/19]

09/04/2019WRCC04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 575 and 578 together.

The issue of extending additional social insurance benefits to the self-employed paying 
class S PRSI was considered in the Actuarial Review of the Social Insurance fund (SIF) as at 
31 December 2015, which was published on 18 October 2017.  The review, required by legisla-
tion, was carried out by independent consultants, KPMG.  It examines the projected income and 
expenditure of the SIF over the course of the 55 year period from 2016 to 2071.

The Actuarial Review calculated the approximate first year cost in 2019.  The table below 
shows the estimated cost of extending illness and carer’s benefits to the self-employed in the 
first year and the estimated cost in a full year as follows - 

Illness Carer’s
2019 (Full year) €54m €3m
1st year €43.2m €2.4m
Latest Departmental estimates show that in the first full year of extension of illness and 

carer’s benefit to the self-employed it is expected that there will be approximately 8,300 extra 
recipients of illness benefit and 400 extra recipients of carer’s benefit at year end.  These esti-
mates assume the same incidence rate of illness/caring as for the general insured population.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRCC04200Live Register Data

09/04/2019WRCC04300576. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason for the fall in the number of persons on the live register in County Kildare 
since January 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16095/19]

09/04/2019WRCC04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There are number of contributory factors leading to the fall in the number of persons on the Live 
Register in County Kildare since January 2018.  By way of background and context, the live 
register in Kildare has fallen from a total of 9,983 in January 2018, to a total of 8,095 in Janu-
ary 2019 – that is a decrease of 19%.  Looking across Kildare, the decrease in live register was 
17% in Athy (South Kildare), 16%  in Newbridge (Central Kildare) and was 24% in Maynooth 
(North Kildare).  The average decrease over the past 12 months of 19% is slightly ahead of the 
national decrease of c. 17% over the past twelve months.

The Kildare economy is quite diverse with continued growth in retail, warehousing, logis-
tics, ICT, bio-pharma, agri-food, equine and the services sectors, in particular.

The proximity of Kildare to the Dublin City is likely to be a significant factor in the growth 
of these sectors and the decline of the live register and a decline that is higher than the national 
average.  To put it in context, the Greater Dublin Area, a region that comprises Dublin and 
counties Meath, Kildare and Wicklow accounts for approximately 40% of the population of 
the State; generates approximately 53% of Ireland’s GDP and generates  approximately 59% of 
Ireland’s personal income tax revenue and almost 67% of Ireland’s corporate tax revenue.  The 
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population of this area continues to grow and this too is likely to generate additional economic 
activity and employment opportunities.  

The Mid-East Regional Enterprise Plan has a well-established collaborative approach to 
create and maintain jobs involving the Chamber of Commerce, Third level institutes, private 
businesses, Enterprise Ireland, IDA, KWETB and my own Department.  Likewise, the Mid-
East Regional Skills Forum provides a similar collaborative structure to enhance an understand-
ing of employers’ skills needs; and it aims to enhance the links with industry and education and 
training providers.  My Department is also represented on this group.

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection continues to work with other 
Government Departments to implement the Pathways to Work Programme 2016-2020.  Among 
a wide range of actions, we have increased the frequency and quality of engagement with reg-
istered Jobseekers; ensure that ‘work pays’ when people who are unemployed transition from 
welfare to employment; facilitate and advance recruitment levels from the Live Register; and 
operate the Youth Guarantee Implementation Plan.

Participation rates in the Community Employment Schemes in County Kildare is very 
strong and this offers an important mechanism for jobseekers to gain new skills while gaining 
valuable work experience assisting them in transitioning into full time employment.  Our acti-
vation programme is also enhanced by the contracted services provided by JobPath contractors 
(Turas Nua) and the Local Employment Service (LES) and Employability in County Kildare.

While it is difficult to highlight one specific reason for the fall in the live register over the 
past 12 months, these ongoing collective measures which build on actions from private enter-
prise, Government Departments and government supported agencies have collectively contrib-
uted to the on-going fall in the live register in Kildare.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRCC04500Pensions Reform

09/04/2019WRCC04600577. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of the review of pensions affected by the 2012 contributory pensions changes; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16108/19]

09/04/2019WRCC04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Wherever possible, reviews will be processed based on information already held by the 
Department.  Where additional information is required about gap periods in a person’s social 
insurance record, a written request will issue.  To date, over 36,900 requests for information 
have issued.  

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary regula-
tions which, together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, allow the increased payments to be made.  As at 2 April 2019, 13,915 reviews have 
been completed and outcomes issued.  Of these, 10,398 have resulted in an increase in payment 
and 3,517 continue to receive their existing rate.  
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It will take a number of months to complete all the reviews due to the numbers involved and 
the individual nature of social insurance records.  Regardless of when a review is conducted, 
where an increase in payment is due, the person’s rate of payment will be adjusted without 
delay and arrears paid backdated to 30 March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  
Where a person’s rate does not increase following a review, the person will continue to receive 
their existing rate of payment.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 578 answered with Question No. 575.

09/04/2019WRCC04900Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

09/04/2019WRCC05000579. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion further to Parliamentary Question No. 233 of 29 November 2018, the estimated cost of 
introducing the proposal in the first year; and the full year cost of extending this benefit to the 
self-employed. [16112/19]

09/04/2019WRCC05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
Budget 2019, I announced a new scheme which will provide a PRSI insurance based benefit to 
self-employed people who lose employment.  This measure will be introduced later this year 
and builds on other recent significant improvements for the self-employed such as access to 
invalidity pension and treatment benefits.  It is part of the Government’s aim of creating a sup-
portive environment for entrepreneurship, including providing an income safety net to employ-
ees and self-employed alike.  

Applicants will have to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the new scheme including sat-
isfying a PRSI contribution requirement.  The statutory conditions and requirements for the 
scheme are being worked through by officials at this time as part of the legislative process.

As with any new demand-led scheme it is difficult to estimate the numbers that will ap-
ply and qualify for the scheme.  Factors such as labour market conditions and the prevailing 
economic conditions can affect the take-up of this scheme and as a consequence the costs.  It 
is estimated that some 1,000 could benefit from the scheme in 2019 and approximately 6,500 
could benefit at any point in time in a full year.  It is intended that the scheme will be introduced 
in November 2019 with an estimated cost of approximately €2 million.  The cost in 2020, which 
will be the first full year of the scheme, is estimated at approximately €31 million.

I trust that this information is of assistance to the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRCC05200Disability Allowance Applications

09/04/2019WRCC05300580. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [16142/19]

09/04/2019WRCC05400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted an application for disability al-
lowance (DA) on 14 December 2018.  Their application, based upon all the evidence submitted, 
was disallowed on medical grounds as it was not found that this gentleman was substantially 
restricted in taking up employment.
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The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 8 March 2019 and was 
also notified of their right to request a review of this decision or to appeal it to the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  No request for an appeal or review has been received. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD00200Invalidity Pension Appeals

09/04/2019WRDD00300581. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an invalidity pension appeal by a person (details supplied). [16173/19]

09/04/2019WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): On receipt of additional medical evidence submitted in support of 
the appeal of the lady in question, a review of the claim was carried out by a deciding officer 
and she has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 04 October 2018.  As a result, the 
appeal is no longer necessary. 

Payment will issue to her nominated bank account on 18 April 2019.  Any arrears due from 
04 October 2018 to 17 April 2019 less any overlapping social welfare payment will issue as 
soon as possible.  She was notified of this decision on the 03 April 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD00500State Pensions

09/04/2019WRDD00600582. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons who have been contacted and the number yet to be contacted in 
respect of the proposal to allow pensioners affected by the 2012 changes in rate bands to have 
their pension entitlement calculated on their total contributions basis; when all persons will be 
contacted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16175/19]

09/04/2019WRDD00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Towards the end of 2018, around 80,000 letters were issued to inform pensioners that they 
were included in the review and explain the process to them.  They were notified that wherever 
possible, reviews will be processed based on information already held by the Department and 
that where additional information is required about gap periods in a person’s social insurance 
record, a written request will issue.   To date, over 36,900 requests for information have issued.  

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary Regula-
tions which, together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, allows the increased payments to be made.  As at 2 April 2019, 13,915 reviews have 
been completed and review outcomes issued.  The remaining 76,000 outcomes will issue as 
individual reviews are completed.   

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the per-
son’s rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 
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2018, or the person’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following 
a review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment. 

Reviews will continue until all identified pensioners receive their review outcome.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD00800Illness Benefit Payments

09/04/2019WRDD00900583. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will receive an illness benefit payment; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16206/19]

09/04/2019WRDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim from the person concerned has been pro-
cessed. He has been awarded Illness Benefit at the maximum rate and all arrears owing to him 
have been issued to his nominated Post Office for collection by him.

He has been paid up to the 1st April 2019, which is the date on his most recent medical 
certificate. 

If the person concerned remains unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be sub-
mitted to the Department as soon as possible in order for further payments to issue.

I trust this clarifies matters for The Deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD01100State Pensions Payments

09/04/2019WRDD01200584. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when a person (details supplied) will receive extra in their pension rate; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16214/19]

09/04/2019WRDD01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA)  pension calculation 
which includes provision for HomeCaring periods.

An examination of the social insurance record of the person concerned shows some unex-
plained gaps.  A request for information about time spend out of the workforce for parenting or 
caring reasons has been sent to the person concerned.  Included in the letter are details of how 
to return the required information using the Department’s online services.  This is the quickest 
and easiest way to provide the information required to complete the person’s review.  The let-
ter also provides a dedicated helpline to provide support and assistance in making their online 
application, or to request a paper application if their difficulties using the online service cannot 
be resolved.  

On receipt of the requested information, the person’s state pension (contributory) rate will 
be reviewed and they will be informed of the outcome in writing.  If an increase is due, it will 
be backdated to 30 March 2018.  If no increase is due following the review, the person will 
continue to receive their existing rate of payment. 
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD01400School Meals Programme

09/04/2019WRDD01500585. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the reason a school (detailed supplied) is excluded from the breakfast clubs 
which tackle food poverty; and if she will review this decision and make the necessary changes. 
[16219/19]

09/04/2019WRDD01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,580 schools 
and organisations benefitting 250,000 children at a total cost of €57.6 million in 2019 represent-
ing an increase of €3.6 million over the previous year. The objective of the scheme is to provide 
regular, nutritious food to children who are unable, due to lack of good quality food, to take full 
advantage of the education provided to them. The programme is an important component of 
policies to encourage school attendance and extra educational achievement. 

The scheme provides funding for a breakfast or snack for all children and lunch for up to 
90% of children in DEIS schools for the entire school year from September to June. For the first 
time in many years, breakfasts are also now available to some schools outside DEIS.

In 2018, an application was approved for the Aisling Project to provide a breakfast in 7 pri-
mary schools in Ballymun. The breakfast clubs, called the Early Bird Clubs, were previously 
operated by The Ballymun Educational Support Team School Completion Programme (BEST 
SCP) and were part of the Ballymun Local Drugs and Alcohol Task Force funding provision 
through the Department of Health.  

The two schools identified by the Deputy were not involved in the BEST SCP Early Bird 
Clubs and, as such, were not approved for funding through the Aisling Project’s application for 
breakfast clubs. However, both are DEIS schools and are currently being funded in their own 
right for a breakfast/snack for all children and a lunch for up to 90% of children based on the 
enrolment figure provided by the Department of Education and Skills.

If the school availing of the snack club wishes to avail of a breakfast club instead it should 
contact the Departments school meals section. 

I trust this clarifies the matter.

09/04/2019WRDD01700Carer’s Allowance Review

09/04/2019WRDD01800586. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be made in a carer’s allowance review in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16227/19]

09/04/2019WRDD01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 9 October 
2018.  It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such a dis-
ability that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself.
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The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and it was decided that 
it did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.  The person concerned 
was notified on 12 January 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and of her right of review and 
appeal.

The person concerned requested a review and submitted additional evidence in support of 
same.  

The outcome of the review is that the application was awarded to the person concerned on 
3 April 2019, with effect from 11 October 2018. The first payment will issue to her nominated 
post office on 11 April 2019.

Arrears of allowance due from 11 October 2018 to 3 April 2019 will also issue on 11 April 
2019.

The person concerned was notified on 3 April 2019 of this revised decision, the reason for 
it and of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD02000Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

09/04/2019WRDD02100587. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the eligibility for a carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16269/19]

09/04/2019WRDD02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

An increased payment can be made where full-time care is being provided to two people.

CA is currently in payment to the person concerned from 15 December 2016 in respect of 
her father only. 

There is currently no CA in payment in respect of her mother. It is open to the person con-
cerned to make an application for CA in respect of her. 

Where all conditions for receipt of same are satisfied, CA can be paid at the appropriate 
increased rate in respect of the second care recipient.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD02300Social Welfare Benefits Reviews

09/04/2019WRDD02400588. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an appeal for further backdating of the maximum rate of qualified adult al-
lowance payment for persons (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[16275/19]

09/04/2019WRDD02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was awarded state pension (contributory), together with an increase for quali-



9 April 2019

247

fied adult in respect of their spouse, with effect from 2 May 2008, the person’s 66th birth-
day.  Increase for  qualified adult is a means-tested payment based on the means of the qualified 
adult.  At the time of application, the person declared that their spouse had income from farming 
amounting to €130.59 per week.  This resulted in an award of a commensurate rate of increase 
for qualified adult with effect from 2 May 2008.

On 22 May 2018, a request for a review of the rate of this increase was received.  Upon 
review, the qualified adult was assessed with nil means and a maximum rate increase for quali-
fied adult was awarded from 25 May 2018, the Friday following the review request.  This in-
creased rate was subsequently backdated for 6 months, in line with social welfare legislation, to 
21 November 2017.  The claimant was notified of this decision on 30 August 2018.

An appeal on behalf of the person concerned was received on 16 November 2018, request-
ing further backdating for a period of eight years.   The requested details have now been submit-
ted to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  On completion of the  appeal process, the person will 
be notified of the outcome in writing. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD02600Disability Allowance Appeals

09/04/2019WRDD02700589. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when arrears of a payment will issue to a person (details supplied); the reason for the 
delay in issuing same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16276/19]

09/04/2019WRDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following the submission of further medical evidence by the per-
son concerned, their case has been reviewed and they have been awarded disability allowance 
with effect from 28 November 2018.  The first payment was made by his chosen payment 
method on 20 March 2019. 

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy

09/04/2019WRDD02900Invalidity Pension Applications

09/04/2019WRDD03000590. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made on an invalidity pension application by a person (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16288/19]

09/04/2019WRDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 24 January 
2019.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 11 April 2019.  Any arrears due 
from 24 January 2019 to 10 April 2019 will issue in due course.  The gentleman in question 
was notified of this decision on 04 April 2019 and the Deciding Officer also issued a request 
asking that the gentleman concerned provide a P45 or letter from his employer confirming the 
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last date of his employment.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRDD03200JobPath Programme

09/04/2019WRDD03300591. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will consider excluding persons over 60 years of age from JobPath especially 
those working part time and with no means of transport; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [16295/19]

09/04/2019WRDD03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department’s Intreo service offers a range of education, training and employment support mea-
sures during the activation process to help jobseekers secure and sustain full-time paid employ-
ment.

Furthermore, activation services currently provided by, or on behalf of my Department 
through contracted services, have the capacity to provide appropriate activation services for 
all jobseekers in a one to one case managed way. Contracted providers are obliged to and are 
encouraged to tailor their activation supports to the individual needs of each customer.

In line with current activation policy, my Department does not subject jobseekers aged 62 
and over to mandatory activation measures.  As such, jobseekers already over the age of 62 are 
exempt from selection for referral to labour market activation programmes, including JobPath. 
However, where a jobseeker reaches 62 years of age while participating on an activation pro-
gramme, they are expected to complete it. 

The Government believes that as we live longer and healthier lives many people may wish 
to, and can, continue to work to an older age and make a positive contribution to our society 
through employment. Future Jobs Ireland 2019, the Government’s new economic pathway, 
identifies increasing participation in the labour force as one of its key pillars. It acknowledges 
that improving participation rates of older workers leads to a more equitable, balanced and 
sustainable workforce.

My Department will continue to review its labour market activation policies to ensure that 
they remain effective and aligned to labour market requirements.

09/04/2019WRDD03500Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

09/04/2019WRDD03600592. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a jobseeker’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16325/19]

09/04/2019WRDD03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Jobseekers Claim for the person concerned is currently with a Social Welfare Inspector.  There 
were discrepancies noted between what was declared for the claim and what had been returned 
to Revenue.  The Social Welfare Inspector will be in contact with the person concerned in this 
regard.

With regard to an application for SWA the person concerned must satisfy a means test.  
If the person concerned wishes to apply for SWA she may make an appointment to meet her 
Community Welfare Officer at the office in Edward St., Tralee to discuss her situation.
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I trust this clarifies the matter.

09/04/2019WRDD03800Social Welfare Benefits Data

09/04/2019WRDD03900593. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the estimated first and full-year cost of increasing paternity leave by one week. 
[16339/19]

09/04/2019WRDD04000594. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the estimated first and full-year cost of increasing maternity leave by one week. 
[16340/19]

09/04/2019WRDD04100601. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the target start date in 2019 for the commencement of paid parental leave. [16546/19]

09/04/2019WRDD04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 593, 594 and 601 together.

Maternity Benefit is paid for 26 weeks at a rate of €245 per week. The 2019 Estimates for 
my Department provide for expenditure of approximately €256 million on Maternity Benefit. 
The estimated additional cost of extending the duration of maternity benefit is approximately 
€9.7 million for each extra week.

Paternity Leave is paid for 2 weeks and is available for any child born or adopted.  The 
2019 Estimates provide for expenditure of approximately €11.7 million for the paternity benefit 
scheme. The estimated additional cost of extending the duration of paternity benefit is approxi-
mately €5.8 million for each extra week above its current 2 week duration at the current weekly 
rate of €245.  

There would also be additional costs for employers including substitution and public sec-
tor pay costs which would be a matter for my colleague the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform.  Decisions around the extension of this benefit would have to be considered in a 
budgetary context. 

As the Deputy will be aware, I have recently announced the introduction of a new paid pa-
rental benefit for parents which will support parents to spend additional time with their babies 
and provide more flexibility in managing a work life balance. This new benefit will be avail-
able to parents from November 2019 and will provide for 2 weeks paid leave to each parent 
of a child, age under 1 year, on parental leave from work. These 2 weeks are additional to that 
already available under maternity benefit and paternity benefit. 

My Department along with the Department of Justice and Equality, which has lead respon-
sibility for policy in this area, are currently finalising the Draft Heads required to implement 
this scheme.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

09/04/2019WRDD04400Disability Allowance

09/04/2019WRDD04500595. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the reinstatement of the qualified child allowance on disability allowance for a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16431/19]
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09/04/2019WRDD04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): When a person is in receipt of disability allowance (DA) and their 
child is in full-time education, an increase for qualified child (IQC) will be paid up to 22 years 
of age or up to the end of the academic year in which he or she reaches 22.

To date no confirmation has been received that the daughter of the gentleman concerned is 
still in full-time education. On receipt of this confirmation, a decision will be made in respect 
of the IQC.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WRDD04700Paternity Benefit

09/04/2019WRDD04800596. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons who have benefitted from the introduction of paternity benefit 
since its introduction in 2016 by county in tabular form. [16436/19]

09/04/2019WRDD04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested in respect of the number of people that have availed of paternity ben-
efit from it’s introduction on 1st September 2016 to 31st March 2019, by county, is set out in 
the following table:

PATERNITY   BENEFIT Claimants by County Breakdown

County Awarded 1st 
September 
2016 - 31st 
December 
2016

Awarded 
2017

Awarded 
2018

Awarded 1st 
January 2019 
– 31st March 
2019

Total Award-
ed

Carlow 66 304 280 88 738
Cavan 79 431 422 122 1054
Clare 107 607 537 154 1405
Cork 643 3385 3104 881 8013
Donegal 157 710 716 212 1795
Dublin 1345 7633 6906 2089 17973
Galway 292 1536 1388 414 3630
Kerry 130 707 636 179 1652
Kildare 238 1394 1240 357 3229
Kilkenny 115 513 434 118 1180
Laois 68 408 349 121 946
Leitrim 44 190 174 53 461
Limerick 205 1041 952 259 2457
Longford 41 199 191 64 495
Louth 143 655 595 194 1587
Mayo 145 668 568 182 1563
Meath 214 1115 956 313 2598
Monaghan 70 330 361 106 867
Offaly 74 403 371 127 975
Roscommon 59 340 273 84 756
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County Awarded 1st 
September 
2016 - 31st 
December 
2016

Awarded 
2017

Awarded 
2018

Awarded 1st 
January 2019 
– 31st March 
2019

Total Award-
ed

Sligo 75 339 339 90 843
Tipperary 151 833 755 218 1957
Waterford 129 589 571 146 1435
Westmeath 102 526 460 122 1210
Wexford 147 769 687 209 1812
Wicklow 148 786 692 201 1827
Others 26 148 123 46 343
TOTAL 5013 26559 24080 7149 62801
I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

09/04/2019WRDD05000Treatment Benefit Scheme

09/04/2019WRDD05100597. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of self-employed persons who have availed of the extension of the treat-
ment benefit scheme to the self-employed by county in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16437/19]

09/04/2019WRDD05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Eli-
gibility to the treatment benefit scheme was extended to the self-employed from March 2017. 
Class S contributors and their dependent spouses can now avail of the full range of dental, op-
tical and medical appliance benefits available under the scheme.  In 2018 the total number of 
claims received from self-employed contributors was 212k at a cost of some 17.2m euro.

Details of claims and expenditure by county address of customer for 2018 follow:

County No of TB Claims in 2018 Cost
Carlow 2,475 €196,491.69
Cavan 3,501 €282,883.90
Clare 5,550 €479,129.97
Cork 30,028 €2,383,944.28
Donegal 6,604 €481,511.69
Dublin 48,291 €3,966,626.41
Galway 11,763 €947,078.48
Kerry 9,050 €741,651.86
Kildare 8,348 €707,308.78
Kilkenny 5,153 €425,793.92
Laois 2,847 €235,075.16
Leitrim 1,722 €129,719.88
Limerick 8,121 €640,310.11
Longford 2,156 €152,091.77
Louth 4,337 €362,422.42
Mayo 7,172 €588,666.63
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County No of TB Claims in 2018 Cost
Meath 7,810 €658,813.31
Monaghan 2,602 €226,540.41
Offaly 3,260 €274,606.29
Outside Rep of Ireland 3,343 €268,320.17
Roscommon 2,885 €234,811.07
Sligo 3,035 €249,831.47
Tipperary 8,852 €694,538.73
Waterford 5,670 €438,834.69
Westmeath 4,195 €329,457.58
Wexford 6,606 €549,673.14
Wicklow 6,915 €590,447.68
Totals 212,291 €17,236,581.49

09/04/2019WRDD05300Social Insurance Data

09/04/2019WRDD05400598. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the estimated cost of a €1 increase in each of the social insurance schemes in tabular 
form (details supplied). [16501/19]

09/04/2019WRDD05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
costings sought by the Deputy are detailed in the following table.

Social Insurance Scheme Total (€m)
State Pension (Contributory)  €     22.72 
Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Con) Pension   (under 66 yrs)

 €       1.55 

Widow/er’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s 
(Con) Pension   (over 66 yrs)

 €       4.98 

Deserted Wife’s Benefit (under 66 yrs)  €       0.16 
Deserted Wife’s Benefit (over 66 yrs)  €       0.31 
Invalidity Pension                                       €       3.25 
Partial Capacity Benefit  €       0.09 
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory)  €       0.06 
Death Benefit Pension  €       0.04 
Disablement Pension  €       0.26 
Illness Benefit  €       2.75 
Injury Benefit  €       0.08 
Incapacity Supplement  €       0.06 
Jobseeker’s Benefit  €       1.71 
Carer’s Benefit  €       0.14 
Health and Safety Benefit  €       0.00 
Maternity & Adoptive Benefit  €       1.03 
Paternity Benefit  €       0.04 
Total €      39.22
The costs shown above are on a full year basis and are based on the estimated number of 

recipients in 2019.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
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emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2020.  

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified de-
pendants and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.

09/04/2019WREE00200Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

09/04/2019WREE00300599. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the way in which fibromyalgia is assessed for the purpose of approving or refusing so-
cial welfare benefits; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16507/19]

09/04/2019WREE00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
assessment of eligibility for medical related schemes such as Fibromyalgia includes medical 
history, the review of supporting medical evidence and in certain schemes an in-person assess-
ment by Medical Assessors of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, 
depending on the benefit scheme applied for. After the assessment, the Medical Assessor will 
express his/her opinion on the case.

In all cases a deciding officer of my Department makes a decision in line with the provi-
sions specified in the relevant social welfare legislation including supporting medical evidence 
supplied by the applicant and taking into account the opinion of the Department’s Medical As-
sessor.

09/04/2019WREE00500Carer’s Allowance Payments

09/04/2019WREE00600600. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a means review of a carer’s allowance payment will be expedited for a person (details 
supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16534/19]

09/04/2019WREE00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

If a person is in receipt of another social welfare payment in their own right (other than 
unemployment payments or supplementary welfare allowance) or being claimed as a qualified 
adult on their spouse/partner’s payment, a half-rate carer’s allowance can be paid too as long as 
all the normal conditions for receipt of CA are satisfied.

The person concerned was in receipt of Jobseekers Allowance as a qualified adult on her 
spouses claim up to 11 August 2018. As a result CA was paid to her at half-rate. 

As a result of the cessation of her Jobseekers Allowance as a qualified adult, it has been 
decided that the person concerned is entitled to full rate CA from 16 August 2018. 

Arrears of allowance due from 16 August 2018 to 10 April 2019 will issue to her nominated 
bank account on 11 August 2019.

The person concerned was notified on 4 April 2019 of this outcome and of her right of re-
view and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.



Questions - Written Answers

254

Question No. 601 answered with Question No. 593.

09/04/2019WREE00900Illness Benefit Eligibility

09/04/2019WREE01000602. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to ensure that all outstanding payments are made to a person (details supplied) in 
respect of their disability allowance and invalidity pension claims; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16612/19]

09/04/2019WREE01100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Department has no record of either a Disability Allowance or 
Invalidity Pension claim from the person concerned. However, the person concerned does have 
a recent Illness Benefit claim. 

Illness Benefit is paid for a maximum of 2 years or 624 payable days. The person concerned 
received 2 years of Illness Benefit payment and her entitlement to payment on this scheme ex-
hausted on the 22nd February 2019. 

To requalify for Illness Benefit, she will need to have paid a further 13 reckonable PRSI 
contributions after the 22nd February 2019. 

The person concerned can continue to send in medical certificates for the period she is inca-
pable of work in order to receive credited contributions.  

It is open to the person concerned to make an application for Disability Allowance or Inva-
lidity Pension if she expects to be incapable of work for at least the next 12 months. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WREE01200Carer’s Allowance Appeals

09/04/2019WREE01300603. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16656/19]

09/04/2019WREE01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 25 February 2019.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in 
question will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the ap-
peal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WREE01500Carer’s Allowance Applications
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09/04/2019WREE01600604. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an application for a carer’s benefit will be expedited for a person (details supplied).  
[16657/19]

09/04/2019WREE01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to persons who are providing full-time 
care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require that level of care.  

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 27 February 2019. 
The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be 
notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

09/04/2019WREE01800Social Welfare Benefits Payments

09/04/2019WREE01900605. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the prime measure of inflation her Department uses to assess or examine the cost of living 
increases in respect of social welfare payments; the rates of inflation used by her Department 
over the past ten years; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [16660/19]

09/04/2019WREE02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) is the official measure of inflation in Ireland. The Central Statistics 
Office (CSO) measures the overall change in the prices of goods and services that people typi-
cally buy over time. The goods and services that are included in the basket are determined from 
the Household Budget Survey. Another measure, the Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices, is 
used to compare between European Union countries.

The annual average percentage change in CPI over the last ten years, as published by the 
CSO is set out in the following table.

Year  Percentage Change
2009 -4.5
2010 -1.0
2011  2.6
2012  1.7
2013  0.5
2014  0.2
2015 -0.3
2016   0.0 
2017  0.4
2018  0.5
My Department is currently considering options to implement the commitment for the State 

pension (contributory) by examining previous studies on benchmarking and indexation, inter-
national experience and examining a range of potential benchmarks and indices.  

In terms of the wider application of indexation of social welfare payments generally, Sec-
tion 19 of the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 2018 provides that I, as 
Minister, will arrange to “consult with stakeholders on examining ways in which social welfare 
rates are increased with the aim of ensuring adequacy for all recipients and shall do so in quarter 
1 of 2019”.
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In this context my Department met with numerous interested stakeholders during quarter 1 
2019 to solicit views on how the adoption of a benchmark, and a system of indexation, might 
work for social welfare rates more generally.  The feedback from this consultation is currently 
being considered and will help to inform the development of the approach to benchmarking/
indexation.

In addition, I expect that the issue will be considered at my Department’s Pre-Budget Forum 
in July.  The Pre-Budget Forum includes representatives from the Community and Voluntary 
Sector, ICTU and IBEC among others.  I would also welcome views from all political parties 
who are interested in this area and submissions should be made to my office.  

Any change to the current process of setting social welfare rates of payment would require 
Government approval and would have to be considered in the overall policy and budgetary con-
text.  This would include taking account of stakeholder views, as well as considerations of cost, 
work incentives, poverty alleviation, policy alignment and the administration of any proposed 
system.

09/04/2019WREE02100Home Loan Scheme

09/04/2019WREE02200606. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status of the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; if persons can still apply; and the crite-
ria for same. [16209/19]

09/04/2019WREE02300645. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when Rebuilding Ireland home loans will be upgraded in line with demand; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16699/19]

09/04/2019WREE02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 606 and 645 together.

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was launched on 1 February 2018 to replace the ex-
isting House Purchase and Home Choice Loan schemes, providing a new line of mortgage 
finance, including fixed rates over 25 to 30 years, to creditworthy first-time buyers who cannot 
access sufficient mortgage finance from commercial lender.  

The HFA borrowed €200 million to fund the scheme, and it was estimated that the draw-
down would be approximately €200 million over three years.  Some criticism at the time was 
that insufficient loans were being approved and drawn down. However, as Minister I had made 
a commitment to seek further funding at an early stage, if necessary, given my belief in the 
scheme’s potential. 

The scheme has been more successful than anticipated, and by the end of January, €106m 
had been drawn down, accounting for 53% of the available funding, at a point at which €66m 
would have been more consistent with the expectation of a three year draw down period.  By 
the end of March, draw downs have reached €127m.

My officials kept me informed regarding progress on the loan on a regular basis, and have 
been engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform since October 2018 
when higher lending and drawdown volumes were beginning to materialise.

I informed the Dáil on 29 January 2019 of the scheme’s success and of the need for addi-
tional funding, and further indicated that my Department was in discussions with the Depart-
ments of Public Expenditure and Reform and Finance with regard to the allocation for 2019.   
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Local authorities could continue to accept applications as the total funding had not been drawn 
down.  A meeting with the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform took place 
on 5 March 2019.

Ongoing discussions between the three Departments have included consultation with the 
Central Bank as recently as last Friday, 5th   April.  When these discussions have concluded, I 
will be in a position to confirm the level of allocation for 2019.  In the meantime, the scheme 
remains open and all local authorities have been advised to continue to receive and process ap-
plications.

09/04/2019WREE02500Property Registration Authority Administration

09/04/2019WREE02600607. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when a land registry dealing with be completed for a person (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16460/19]

09/04/2019WREE02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
A service for Oireachtas Members was introduced in 2006 through which information can be 
obtained on the current status of applications to the Property Registration Authority (PRA), 
such as the case referred to with this question.  This provides a speedy, efficient and cost effec-
tive system through which the PRA can address such queries.  The Deputy’s query has been 
forwarded to the PRA for attention and direct reply.  

By way of further information, arrangements have been put in place by all bodies under the 
aegis of my Department to facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the 
Oireachtas.  In the case of the PRA, the relevant email address is reps@prai.ie.

09/04/2019WREE02800Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

09/04/2019WREE02900608. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount of funding allocated to local authorities for housing adaptation grants since 2016. 
[16531/19]

09/04/2019WREE03000609. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if the amount of funding being allocated to housing adaptation grants through local authorities 
will be increased in budget 2020.  [16532/19]

09/04/2019WREE03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 608 and 609 together.

The funding provided for the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with 
a Disability Scheme to support people living in private houses, has increased year on year since 
2014. From a funding level in 2013 of €43 million, I have made a total of €71.25 million avail-
able nationally in 2019 for the schemes, which is an increase of some 8% on the 2018 funding.

Information on these grant schemes, including the numbers of grants funded per annum and 
the funding provided to each local authority since 2016, is available on my Department’s web-
site at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/
other-local-authority-housing-scheme-statistics.   

Consistent with the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan, I will give further consideration to in-
creasing this funding over the coming year. I am conscious of the social benefit accruing from 
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these grants in terms of helping older people and people with a disability to remain living 
independently in their own homes. My Department works closely with the local authorities to 
achieve a full drawdown of the available funding each year.  This allows any underspends to be 
redistributed to local authorities with high levels of grant activity who seek additional funding.

Rent Pressure Zones

09/04/2019WREE03200610. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to extend rent pressure zone designation periods beyond three years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16451/19]

09/04/2019WREE03250Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer to the reply to Question No. 70 on today’s Order Paper.

Traveller Accommodation

09/04/2019WREE03275611. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to increase the funding provided under the Traveller accommodation pro-
gramme; if his Department has a monitoring role with respect to the way in which funding is 
spent; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [16678/19]

09/04/2019WREE03287Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998, local authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation 
needs of Travellers and for the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Trav-
eller Accommodation Programmes in their areas.  

Local  authorities submit funding proposals for Traveller-specific projects on an annual ba-
sis to my Department and the Department works very closely with local authorities in order to 
ensure maximum progress and drawdown of funding.  The capital budget allocation provided 
by my Department for Traveller accommodation since the adoption of the last Traveller Accom-
modation Programme in 2014 has increased from €3 million to €13 million in 2019, represent-
ing an increase of 330%.   

In line with the commitment in Rebuilding Ireland, and reflecting the disappointing level 
of overall funding drawdown, in 2017 the Housing Agency commissioned a review of funding 
for Traveller-specific accommodation.  Following its consideration of the review, the National 
Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee recommended the establishment of an inde-
pendent expert group to review the effectiveness, implementation and operation of legislation 
and to put forward proposals to improve delivery of Traveller accommodation nationally.  The 
expert group was established in September 2018 and I understand it will submit a report to me 
shortly.  

My  Department  will consider any recommendations made by the expert group to  improve 
the delivery of Traveller accommodation nationally and to ensure that full use is made of the 
increasing level of funding available for investment in Traveller accommodation.

09/04/2019WREE03300Housing Assistance Payment Data

09/04/2019WREE03400612. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
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ernment the number of houses in each town and village in County Kildare under categories 
(details supplied) in which the housing assistance payment, HAP, arrangements exist; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16091/19]

09/04/2019WREE03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): At 
end of 2018, there were more than 43,000 households having their housing needs met via the 
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, of which 1,892 active HAP tenancies were setup 
by Kildare County Council.

A breakdown by town and village is not available. However, a breakdown of active HAP 
tenancies, by municipal area, is set out in the following table:

Municipal Area Number of Active Tenancies
Kildare   - Newbridge 617
Athy 455
Naas 344
Maynooth 255
Celbridge - Leixlip 189
Other Locations  32 
Total 1,892
Under HAP, tenants source their own accommodation in the private rented market. The 

tenancy agreement is between the tenant and the landlord and is governed by the Residential 
Tenancies Act 2004 (as amended). 

The HAP scheme relates to the private rental market only and does not apply to the other 
housing categories detailed. Further information on HAP and other social housing programmes 
are available on my Department’s website at:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

09/04/2019WREE03513Local Authority Housing Provision

09/04/2019WREE03525613. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when his attention was drawn to the fact that Kildare County Council was planning 
to purchase a location (details supplied) as a turnkey project for 100% social housing; if the 
planned purchase meets all of the regulatory requirements of the social housing investment 
programme; his views on whether the provision of additional social housing in an area in which 
there is already a higher than average concentration complies with best practice guidelines un-
der Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities 2007; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [16092/19]

09/04/2019WREE03550Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government(Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
advancement of social housing delivery on a local basis is the responsibility of each individual 
local authority. My Department works with the local authorities in terms of setting and moni-
toring targets for social housing delivery and the funding approval for individual projects.  In 
the latter context, Kildare County Council identified the opportunity for delivery of newly con-
structed social homes through a turnkey project at the location in question and funding approval 
was issued by my Department in February. 

In the context of their advancement of social housing delivery in Kildare, it is a matter for 
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the County Council to assess the local housing need, identify best approaches and opportuni-
ties to meet this need and the appropriate level of social housing in any area.  Local authorities 
are guided by the ‘Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities’ publication, in terms of their 
housing responsibilities, but the knowledge and awareness of the local authority with regard to 
local circumstances and housing need, means they are best placed to judge the best approach to 
meeting that housing need within the context of developing sustainable communities.  I under-
stand that Kildare County Council has satisfied itself in relation to these matters.  

09/04/2019WREE03600Construction Industry

09/04/2019WREE03700614. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he or his officials have met with the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
in relation to shortages in the construction area, particularly in housing; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16115/19]

09/04/2019WREE03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The State’s general policy is to promote the sourcing of labour and skills needs from within the 
workforce of Ireland, the European Union and other EEA states. Policy in relation to applica-
tions for employment permits remains focused on facilitating the recruitment from outside the 
EEA of highly skilled personnel, where the requisite skills cannot be met by normal recruitment 
or by training.

 Employment permit policy is part of the response to addressing skills deficits which exist 
and are likely to continue into the medium term, but it is not intended over the longer term to act 
as a substitute for meeting the challenge of up-skilling the State’s resident workforce, with an 
emphasis on the process of lifelong learning, and on maximising the potential of EEA nationals 
to fill our skills deficits.

Ireland operates a managed employment permit system through occupation lists, namely the 
Critical Skills and Ineligible Lists of Occupations, which are reviewed twice a year in a pro-
cess led by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. This is an evidence-based 
process that takes account of labour market conditions and submissions from sectors and other 
stakeholders, together with contextual factors such as Brexit. The purpose of the system is to 
maximise the benefits of economic migration, while minimising the risk of disrupting the Irish 
labour market.

Following a comprehensive cross-departmental/agency review earlier this year, in which 
my Department was involved, the following changes, which address skills shortages in the 
construction area, were announced by my colleague, the Minister for Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation, on 3 April 2019:

Addition of certain occupations to the Critical Skills List of Occupations:

- Civil engineers

- Quantity surveyors

- Construction project managers

- Mechanical and electrical engineers with BIM capabilities

 Removal of certain occupations from the Ineligible List of Occupations:

- Sheet metal workers
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- Welding trades 

- Pipefitters

- Air-Conditioning & Refrigeration Engineers  

- Shuttering Carpenters 

- Glaziers, window fabricators & fitters 

- Scaffolders, stagers & riggers 

- Crane drivers

 Removal of the certain occupations from the Ineligible List of Occupations by quota: 

- Transport and Distribution Clerks and Assistants (Freight Forwarders; Cargo & Freight 
Agents; Brokerage Clerks) subject to a quota of 300, 

- Plasterers subject to a quota of 250

- Bricklayers subject to a quota of 250 

As construction in the residential sector increases, it is important that the sector has ac-
cess to the right mix of skills & labour.  These changes to the employment permits system will 
ensure that we can have the right people with the right skills in place to support construction 
industry activity, particularly in the residential sector.

09/04/2019WREE03900Housing Adaptation Grant

09/04/2019WREE04000615. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [16138/19]

09/04/2019WREE04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides funding to local authorities to implement the Housing Adaptation Grant 
Scheme for Older People and People with a Disability in private houses. The detailed adminis-
tration of the scheme, including the assessment, approval and payment of individual grants to 
applicants, is the responsibility of the relevant local authority.  

The scheme is more sharply focused towards lower income households with the greatest 
needs. A means test applies to the scheme in order to achieve fairness and value for money in its 
operation. The current income limits for the scheme were last reviewed and amended in 2014, 
arising from the recommendations of a review group, which included consultations with or-
ganisations such as the Irish Wheelchair Association, the National Disability Authority, Ataxia 
Ireland and the Irish Society for Autism. Local authorities will always work with qualifying 
applicants to ensure they get the most beneficial result in line with their financial circumstances. 

I understand from the relevant local authority that they do not have an application from the 
person in question but it is open to them to engage with the local authority in that regard.

09/04/2019WREE04200Local Authority Housing Data

09/04/2019WREE04300616. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment the number of voids renovated in Cork city in 2018; the number outstanding; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16159/19]

09/04/2019WREE04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting repairs to 
vacant properties, responsive repairs and implementing planned maintenance programmes, is 
a matter for each individual local authority, in line with Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  
Local authorities return vacant properties to use through their own resources and also using 
exchequer support from my Department. During 2018, exchequer funding of €820,190 was 
provided to Cork City Council to support them to return 74 vacant properties to use.

A major local authority, such as Cork City Council, managing a significant housing stock, 
will always have a level of vacancy in that stock, as the turnover of stock is continuous; a por-
tion of properties will be vacant at any given time between tenancies and that number will not 
be static.  All local authorities, however, are actively encouraged to ensure all vacant properties 
in their stock are brought back into use as expeditiously as possible and Cork City Council has 
been well supported by my Department in this regard, as well as utilising their own resources 
to make social homes available to new tenants as soon as possible.

On an ongoing basis, the National Oversight & Audit Commission (NOAC) reviews the 
social housing stock level in local authorities every year, including the number of vacant or 
void local authority houses at a particular point in time.  NOAC’s activities in this regard are 
summarised in its Annual Performance Indicator Reports for the years 2014-2017, and are set 
out on a local authority basis at the following link: http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/
NOAC-Performance-Indicators-Report-2017.pdf.

09/04/2019WREE04500Home Loan Scheme

09/04/2019WREE04600617. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 1355 of 26 March 2019, if a person whose credit 
rating has been restored following the five year term of a company (details supplied) must ad-
vise if they previously owned a property; if the five year term of the company clears the slate of 
all previous borrowings; the position regarding access to Rebuilding Ireland mortgages follow-
ing bankruptcy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16164/19]

09/04/2019WREE04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan must be of good credit standing and have a 
satisfactory credit record.  

A person who has been discharged from bankruptcy and is eligible in all other respects, 
including being a first-time buyer, for a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan may apply for a loan 
and will be subject to the same credit assessment process that applies to all applicants, which is 
carried out in accordance with the credit policy for the scheme.

As with the previous local authority home loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan is available to first time buyers only. This is to ensure the effective targeting of limited 
resources, and I have no plans to amend this requirement. The Housing Agency provides a 
central assessment service to local authorities and credit checks are undertaken as part of that 
assessment process.  

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its cred-
it committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy, that underpins 
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the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.

09/04/2019WREE04800Better Energy Homes Scheme

09/04/2019WREE04900618. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if a person (details supplied) qualifies for grants or an insulation programme. 
[16194/19]

09/04/2019WREE05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Grant assistance may be available from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland in respect 
of energy efficiency retrofitting works to prevent heat loss from a dwelling.

My Department provides funding to local authorities under the suite of Housing Adaptation 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability, but as the focus of this funding is par-
ticularly on adapting houses so that eligible recepients can continue to live in their own homes, 
grants for insulation are not covered and are more appropriate to the SEAI schemes.

Fire Service

09/04/2019WREE05050619. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the status in relation to a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16213/19]

09/04/2019WREE05075Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including 
the establishment and maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the 
provision of premises, is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the provi-
sions of the Fire Services Act 1981. My Department supports the fire authorities through setting 
general policy, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and 
other related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on an annual €8 million allocation, to be used for the 
purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised Fire 
Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements to 
Training Centres. 

Prior to this programme, a project to construct a new two-bay fire station at Lanesboro was 
approved by my Department and completed in 2014, with my Department recouping €1.01m to 
Longford County Council for costs incurred on the project. 

Longford County Council has since prioritised a project to extend Longford town fire bri-
gade headquarters and my Department approved an allocation of €762,227 for this project in 
2017, of which €294,384 has been recouped to the Council to date. 

Correspondence was received by my Department in July 2018 regarding a proposal for a 
new fire station for Ballymahon at an estimated project cost of €1.5m. This station is not in-
cluded in the 2016 – 2020 Capital Programme, but all new proposals are considered as part of 
an annual review of project applications on hand. Currently there are no plans to approve fund-
ing for the Ballymahon proposal in the immediate term, but the case for a new station will be 
kept under review.
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09/04/2019WREE05100Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

09/04/2019WREE05200620. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of a proposed water scheme extension in (details supplied) in County Mayo; the 
steps taken to advance the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16225/19]

09/04/2019WREE05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details of the measures being funded under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-
2021 were notified to local authorities by my Department on 8 February 2019. Local authorities 
were invited to submit their bids for the funding of schemes or projects in their functional areas, 
with the deadline for receipt of proposals set as 14 March 2019.

Mayo County Council has included the scheme in question in its application to my Depart-
ment under the new Programme.

My Department is currently considering local authorities’ bids for funding allocations. An 
Expert Panel has been put in place to support the evaluation process. In addition to providing 
an expert perspective, the Panel brings independence, openness and transparency to the bids 
evaluation process which is done on a national prioritised basis. The Expert Panel’s member-
ship includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent representation.

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to my Department on the suitability of 
schemes and projects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the framework 
document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. My Department will then con-
sider the recommendations of the Panel, and based on these, will propose allocations for my 
consideration as Minister. I expect this process to be completed later in the second quarter of 
2019.

09/04/2019WRFF00200Home Loan Scheme

09/04/2019WRFF00300621. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment further to Parliamentary Question No. 127 of 12 March 2019, when the internal review 
of the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme will be complete; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16231/19]

09/04/2019WRFF00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme was launched in February last year to replace the 
existing House Purchase and the Home Choice Loan schemes. Towards the end of the year I 
asked my Department to undertake a review of its operation.

In carrying out the review, the Department has consulted with a number of local authorities, 
the Housing Agency and the Housing Finance Agency. The review also has regard to the views 
raised by public representatives since the scheme’s commencement.  However, in making any 
recommendations in relation to the operation of the scheme, it also takes account of the need to 
ensure that lending issued under it is provided on a prudential basis, so as to protect the financial 
interests of the borrowers and the local authorities.    

The review has been submitted to me and I am currently examining it with a view to pub-
lishing it shortly.

09/04/2019WRFF00500Home Loan Scheme
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09/04/2019WRFF00600622. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the councils which have used all funding available to them under the Rebuilding Ire-
land home loan scheme in tabular form; if further funding will be made available to those 
councils; if so, when funding will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16232/19]

09/04/2019WRFF00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was launched on 1 February 2018 to replace the existing House 
Purchase and Home Choice Loan schemes, providing a new line of mortgage finance, including 
fixed rates over 25 to 30 years, to creditworthy first-time buyers who cannot access sufficient 
mortgage finance from commercial lenders.  

The HFA borrowed €200 million to fund the scheme, and it was estimated that the draw-
down would be approximately €200 million over three years.  Some criticism at the time was 
that insufficient loans were being approved and drawn down. However, as Minister I had made 
a commitment to seek further funding at an early stage, if necessary, given my belief in the 
scheme’s potential. 

The scheme has been more successful than anticipated, and by the end of January, €106m 
had been drawn down, accounting for 53% of the available funding, at a point at which €66m 
would have been more consistent with the expectation of a three year draw down period.  By 
the end of March, draw downs have reached €127m.

As a result, to date, a number of local authorities have issued loans to a level, which has used 
up their approved allocations for the scheme. These are Cork County Council, Fingal Coun-
ty Council, Meath County Council, Wicklow County Council and Waterford City & County 
Council.

My officials kept me informed regarding progress on the loan on a regular basis, and have 
been engaging with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform since October 2018 
when higher lending and drawdown volumes were beginning to materialise.

I informed the Dáil on 29 January 2019 of the scheme’s success and of the need for addition-
al funding, and further indicated that my Department was in discussions with the Departments 
of Public Expenditure and Reform and Finance with regard to the allocation for 2019.  Local 
authorities could continue to accept applications as the total funding had not been drawn down.  
A meeting with the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform took place on 5 
March 2019.

Ongoing discussions between the three Departments have included consultation with the 
Central Bank as recently as last Friday, 5 April.  When these discussions have concluded, I 
will be in a position to confirm the level of allocation for 2019.  In the meantime, the scheme 
remains open and all local authorities have been advised to continue to receive and process ap-
plications.

09/04/2019WRFF00800Local Government Audit Service

09/04/2019WRFF00900623. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to a discrepancy (details supplied); the reason for same; if the 
figures as contained in the value for money unit Local Government Audit Service report are ac-
curate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16279/19]

09/04/2019WRFF01000624. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
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if his attention has been drawn to a discrepancy (details supplied); the reason for same; if the 
figures as contained in the value for money unit Local Government Audit Service report are ac-
curate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16327/19]

09/04/2019WRFF01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 623 and 624 together.

The Local Government Audit Service (LGAS) is statutorily responsible for providing a 
professional audit service to local authorities, including conducting external audits of local au-
thorities and giving an audit opinion on the annual financial statements.  

The Local Government Audit Service (LGAS) value for money (VFM) unit carries out 
VFM studies on local authority operations, with a view to identifying best practice and recom-
mending ways of improving existing procedures, practices and systems and thereby promoting 
efficiency and cost effectiveness. This work has focused on undertaking national studies of 
single issue topics and publishing reports thereon. 

 The LGAS VFM Unit published a Report entitled, An Overview of Commercial Rates 
in Local Authorities, in December 2018. In Appendix 2 of the Report - Analysis of Rates per 
Appendix 7 2016 - the figure included in the table in respect of Sligo County Council, in the 
column entitled “write offs and waivers” was €596,089. In Appendix 3 of the Report - Analysis 
of Rates per Appendix 7 2017 - the figure included in respect of Sligo County Council in the 
column entitled “write offs and waivers” was €554,075. 

I understand, that in respect of the 2016 and 2017 figures quoted in the VFM Unit Report, 
they correspond to the equivalent figures from the annual LGAS audits of Sligo County Coun-
cil. 

I am not in a position to comment on the figures referred to which it is suggested were pro-
vided by Sligo County Council officials to elected members of the Council, which may be fol-
lowed up directly with the local authority itself.

09/04/2019WRFF01300Water Services Infrastructure

09/04/2019WRFF01400625. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding a new water treatment plant; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16367/19]

09/04/2019WRFF01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
I refer the Deputy to my reply to recent Parliamentary Question No 1389 of 26 March 2019 on 
this matter;

On 12 March 2019, I received a statement of case from Sligo County Council that Impera-
tive Reasons for Overriding Public interest (IROPI) exist in respect of a planning application 
for the upgrade to the existing water treatment plant at Lough Talt, County Sligo. The statement 
of case submitted by Sligo County Council pursuant to Section 177AA of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 relates to a planning application which was received by Sligo County 
Council on 28 May 2018 (Sligo County Council planning application details ref: 18210).  

In accordance with Section 177AB of the Planning and Development Act 2000, I requested 
the views of the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht on 14 March 2019 in respect 
of this matter. The Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht subsequently responded to 
my request. Her views were received on 2 April and are currently under consideration.
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There is no specified timeframe under the relevant legislation for either Minister as part of 
the IROPI process, other than to carry out their respective functions as soon as possible. While 
I cannot provide an indicative timeframe for the completion of this process at this time, the mat-
ter will be concluded without undue delay.

09/04/2019WRFF01600Referendum Campaigns

09/04/2019WRFF01700626. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans for implementing the outstanding recommendations from the Citizens’ 
Assembly. [14251/19]

09/04/2019WRFF01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The recommendations of the Citizens’ Assembly in relation to ‘the manner in which referenda 
are held’ are currently under consideration in my Department. When that analysis is completed 
I will bring the matter to Government with a view to the Government responding to the Houses 
of the Oireachtas in relation the recommendations concerned. 

If a recommendation is being accepted, the response to the Houses of the Oireachtas will 
indicate the timeframe envisaged for the holding of any related referendum.

09/04/2019WRFF01900Local Authority Funding

09/04/2019WRFF02000627. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the funding applied for by Wicklow County Council to facilitate the transfer of 
residents from one area to another (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15748/19]

09/04/2019WRFF02100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
proposal was received from Wicklow County Council, on behalf of an AHB, for the acquisi-
tion and adaptation of the property in question, in June 2017 and my Department responded in 
July 2017, requesting that the acquisition and adaptation of the property be pursued at a more 
reasonable level of costs. 

I understand that, subsequently, the AHB proceeded with the acquisition of the property and 
made a further proposal at a cost level greater than that which they had originally submitted 
and considerably out of line with my Department’s response of July 2017.  Following further 
contacts with the local authority and the AHB, additional information has been received on the 
proposal in recent days, which is now being considered by my Department. 

09/04/2019WRFF02125Rents Data

09/04/2019WRFF02150628. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on reports from an organisation (details supplied) that 10% of house-
holds here in the private rented sector are paying more than 60% of their income on rent with 5% 
paying 75% of their income on rent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16430/19]

09/04/2019WRFF02175Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There are continuous upward pressures on the private rental market due to our strong economic 
and demographic growth and the restricted supply available.  Affordability remains a signifi-
cant issue in the rental market.  
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The findings presented in the report referred to acknowledge that Ireland’s performance in 
terms of high housing costs for market renters compares favourably to the European average. 
The report does not disaggregate the position of low income market renters. However, my De-
partment’s own research does and indicates that in 2016 households in the market rental sector 
in the lowest 25% of the income distribution typically paid 40% of their disposable income on 
housing costs.

Ultimately, the most effective way to reduce and stabilise rents in the medium to long term, 
with benefits for the entire sector, is to increase supply and accelerate delivery of housing for 
the private and social rental sectors.

The policy recommendations made by the EU Urban Agenda Housing Partnership, and 
echoed by Social Justice Ireland in its Spring 2019 publication, are largely in line with my 
Department’s policies, such as to increase the supply of social and affordable housing, tackle 
vacancy and voids, and invest in affordable housing across tenures, including cost rental. 

The ongoing efforts by my Department, relevant agencies, local authorities, Approved 
Housing Bodies and other stakeholders to deliver on the goals of Rebuilding Ireland is bearing 
fruit, but we will not become complacent and will continue to work together to tackle the issue 
of housing supply.  

The Government’s Strategy for the Rental Sector outlines a range of measures for a viable 
and sustainable rental sector, structured around four key areas: security, supply, standards and 
services. 

Arising from the publication of the Strategy, a number of targeted measures and initiatives 
were announced with the aim of providing better security of tenure, higher accommodation 
standards and greater rent certainty for tenants, as well as enhancing the supports and services 
available to landlords to facilitate the development of a more vibrant and sustainable rental sec-
tor.  

The initiatives which have since been implemented include the introduction of the Rent 
Predictability Measure to moderate rent increases in those parts of the country where rents are 
highest and rising resulting in great difficulty for households finding affordable accommoda-
tion.  In Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs), rents can only increase by a maximum of 4% annually. 
The measure applies to new and existing tenancies, when rents are set at the start of a tenancy 
and when rents are set in a rent review during an ongoing tenancy or new tenancy, unless oth-
erwise exempted.

The RTB Rent Index Report includes a summary in Table 9 of the data used to establish 
whether each Local Electoral Area fulfils the criteria for designation as a Rent Pressure Zone. 
This ensures transparency in relation to the position of individual areas in terms of average rent 
levels and increases.

Further information on Rent Pressure Zones and designations is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/PUBLICATIONS, by searching ‘rent pressure 
zones - information’.

09/04/2019WRFF02200Traveller Accommodation

09/04/2019WRFF02300629. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of the work of the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Com-
mittee and the independent expert group established to examine and make recommendations on 
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issues regarding Traveller accommodation policy, strategy and implementation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16505/19]

09/04/2019WRFF02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (NTACC) was established 
under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998 to advise the Minister in relation to 
Traveller accommodation issues generally.

In line with the commitment in Rebuilding Ireland, and reflecting the disappointing level 
of overall funding drawdown in recent years, the Housing Agency, in 2017, commissioned a 
review of funding for Traveller-specific accommodation.  Following its consideration of the 
review, the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee recommended that an 
independent expert group be established to examine and make recommendations on issues re-
garding Traveller accommodation policy, strategy and implementation.  My Department estab-
lished an Expert Group in September 2018, which  has been tasked with reviewing the Housing 
(Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998 and all other legislation that affects the delivery of Trav-
eller Accommodation.  I have asked the Expert Group to bring forward recommendations that 
will improve the delivery of Traveller accommodation nationally.  I understand that the Group 
will submit its report shortly. 

My Department will consider any recommendations made by the Expert Group that im-
prove the delivery of Traveller accommodation nationally and help to ensure that full use is 
made of the increasing level of funding available for investment in Traveller accommodation.

09/04/2019WRFF02500Local Authority Housing Data

09/04/2019WRFF02600630. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average cost of one, two, three and four bedroom local authority new build apartments 
on the basis of costings submitted by local authorities over the past 12 months; the details of all 
costs and construction only costs; and the itemised costed list of the individual non-construction 
costs for each unit size. [16508/19]

09/04/2019WRFF02700631. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the average cost of one, two, three and four bedroomed local authority new build units on 
the basis of costings submitted by local authorities over the past 12 months; the details of all in 
costs and construction only costs; and the itemised costed list of the individual non-construction 
costs for each unit size. [16509/19]

09/04/2019WRFF02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 630 and 631 together.

The information sought in relation to average construction costs for social housing is cur-
rently being updated within my Department and will be provided to the Deputy in accordance 
with Standing Orders.

09/04/2019WRFF03000Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

09/04/2019WRFF03100632. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount spent on local authority second-hand house acquisitions and approved housing 
body acquisitions in 2018 by local authority; and the amount spent on upgrading and repairing 
these homes. [16535/19]
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09/04/2019WRFF03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details of the funding provided to each local authority in 2018 in respect of social housing ac-
quisition programmes is set out in the following table.  The figures include the funding provided 
for social housing acquisitions by approved housing bodies, which is provided directly to the 
local authorities by my Department who, in turn, advance the funding to the approved housing 
bodies, as appropriate. The funding details are inclusive of any necessary repair and refurbish-
ments works carried out. 

 Local Authority 2018   Expenditure€m
Carlow 7.41
Cavan 4.41
Clare 15.84
Cork City 17.01
Cork County 14.22
Donegal 6.73
Dun Laoghaire   Rathdown 7.27
Dublin City 101.54
Fingal 32.94
Galway City 3.79
Galway County 3.92
Kerry 11.39
Kildare 41.95
Kilkenny 14.52
Laois 3.54
Leitrim 2.24
Limerick 13.15
Longford 2.45
Louth 4.08
Mayo 1.2
Meath 12.36
Monaghan 3.77
Offaly 6.08
Roscommon 2.22
Sligo 2.41
South Dublin 20.03
Tipperary 20.22
Waterford 6.23
Westmeath 5.24
Wexford 19.97
Wicklow 8.4
Total 416.53

09/04/2019WRFF03225Social and Affordable Housing Expenditure

09/04/2019WRFF03250633. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the spend on housing units under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
for 2017 and 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16538/19]
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09/04/2019WRFF03275Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing Capital Investment Programme (SHCIP) is the funding mechanism used 
to deliver direct local authority Part V homes.  The Part V related expenditure under that pro-
gramme in 2017 was €9.9m, with expenditure of €49.3m in 2018.  It should be noted that 
the delivery of homes does not always arise in the same year as expenditure being incurred 
and schemes delivered under phased programmes may cross a number of payment periods.  An 
analysis of Part V homes delivered under the SHCIP in 2017 indicates an average cost of ap-
proximately €194,500.

In addition to homes delivered directly to local authorities, Part V homes are also funded 
under Approved Housing Body (AHB) funding programmes, including the Capital Advance 
Leasing Facility (CALF) and the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS).  It is not be possible to 
disaggregate overall expenditure under these programmes in a particular calendar period into 
Part V and non-Part V elements as, for AHB-led programmes, Part V homes are frequently de-
livered as part of larger schemes on single contracts, and recoupments from local authorities do 
not disaggregate the Part V related elements.

09/04/2019WRFF03300Social and Affordable Housing Data

09/04/2019WRFF03400634. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding the maximum size of new social housing estates; if a previous 
maximum of 75 dwelling units remains in place; if this limit applies to local authority develop-
ments and voluntary housing bodies; his views regarding an application (details supplied) for a 
development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16572/19]

09/04/2019WRFF03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
housing authorities, local authorities are responsible for the identification of the social housing 
need in their area, for the development of appropriate responses to the need identified, and to 
create and support sustainable communities.  My Department is supporting local authorities 
and approved housing bodies (AHBs) in the provision of social housing across build, lease and 
acquisition funding programmes.  

There is no prescribed maximum scale or size for new social housing development. In all 
cases, whether a new housing project is being developed by a local authority or an AHB, the 
scale and approach to the development is dependent on the precise circumstances and location 
of the project.  For example, proximity to a range of services is an important factor is assessing 
the suitable scale of a new development. In every case, it is the local authority that determines 
this suitability. Furthermore, as part of my Department’s funding programmes’ approval pro-
cesses, local authorities are required to confirm in respect of every application, including relat-
ing to AHBs projects, that they are satisfied that the project is appropriate to the local area and 
supports sustainable communities objectives.

In relation to the specific development referred to by the Deputy, I can confirm that my De-
partment has not received a funding proposal in respect of such a project from either the local 
authority or an AHB. 

09/04/2019WRFF03600Housing Assistance Payment Administration

09/04/2019WRFF03700635. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the average waiting time for completion of HAP application processing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16601/19]
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09/04/2019WRFF03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective transactional shared service on 
behalf of all local authorities in the administration of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) 
scheme. The HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all HAP related rental transactions 
for the tenant, local authority and landlord. Once a HAP application has been received and 
confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is then processed by the HAP SSC. On 
average, HAP applications are processed by the SSC within 2 working days of receipt. Any 
rental payment arising for a given month will then be made to a landlord on the last Wednesday 
of that month.

At the end of Quarter 4 2018, there were over 43,400 households having their housing needs 
met via HAP and over 25,000 landlords and agents in receipt of monthly HAP payments.

09/04/2019WRFF03900Social and Affordable Housing Applications Data

09/04/2019WRFF04000636. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the average waiting time for completion of social housing support application process-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16602/19]

09/04/2019WRFF04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department does not hold the information requested.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority who are 
solely responsible for the processing of such applications, in accordance with the eligibility and 
need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and 
the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, as amended. 

Regulation 12 of the 2011 Regulations prescribes the timescales for the processing of appli-
cations by local authorities and provides that, subject to conditions, a local authority shall deal 
with an application within a period of 12 weeks. Local authorities will prioritise housing needs 
assessments for those in greatest need and ensure that such applications are dealt with within 
timeframes that are significantly shorter that the statutory maximum.

09/04/2019WRFF04125Rent Pressure Zones

09/04/2019WRFF04150637. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason the rent pressure zone in the eastern part of Limerick city has not been extended 
to other parts of Limerick; if the matter is being given consideration; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16624/19]

09/04/2019WRFF04175Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, introduced the Rent Predictability 
Measure to moderate rent increases in those parts of the country where rents are highest and 
rising, resulting in great difficulty for households finding affordable accommodation.  In Rent 
Pressure Zones (RPZs), rents can only increase by a maximum of 4% annually. The measure 
applies to new and existing tenancies, when rents are set at the start of a tenancy and when rents 
are set in a rent review during an ongoing tenancy or new tenancy, unless otherwise exempted.

 Section 24A of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, as amended, provides that the Housing 
Agency, in consultation with housing authorities, may make a proposal to the Minister that an 
area should be considered for designation as a Rent Pressure Zone.  Following receipt of such 
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a proposal, the Minister requests the Director of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to 
conduct an assessment of the area to establish whether or not it meets the criteria for designa-
tion and to report to the Minister on whether the area should be designated as a Rent Pressure 
Zone. For the purpose of the Act, ‘area’ is defined as either the administrative area of a housing 
authority or a local electoral area within the meaning of section 2 of the Local Government Act 
2001.

For an area to be designated a Rent Pressure Zone, it must satisfy the following criteria set 
out in section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as inserted by section 36 of the 
Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016):

(i) the annual rate of rent inflation in the area must have been 7% or more in four of the last 
six quarters; and

(ii) the average rent for tenancies registered in the area with the RTB in the last quarter must 
be above the average national rent (the National Standardised Rent in the RTB’s Rent Index 
Report) in the last quarter (€1,134 per month in Q4 2018).

The RTB Rent Index Report includes a summary in Table 9 of the data used to establish 
whether each Local Electoral Area fulfils the criteria for designation as a Rent Pressure Zone. 
This ensures transparency in relation to the position of individual areas in terms of average rent 
levels and increases.

Further information on Rent Pressure Zones and designations is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/PUBLICATIONS, by searching ‘rent pressure 
zones - information’.

The most recent average national rent available for this purpose is taken from the Q4 2018 
RTB Rent Index Report which records an average national rent of €1,134.  

Five of the six Local Electoral Areas (LEA’s) in Limerick do not currently fulfil the RPZ 
designation criteria under the legislation as the average rent in each is below the National Stan-
dardised Rent of €1,134. Limerick City East does satisfy the criteria and, accordingly, on 27 
March 2019, I announced the designation of that area as a Rent Pressure Zone with effect from 
28 March 2019.

The data from the Q4 2018 Rent Index Report relating to the six LEA’s located in Limer-
ick is set out in the following table.

 

Local   Electoral   Area  Quarters &gt; 7% Average 2018 Q4 (€)
Newcastle West 4 546.25
Adare – Rathkeale * *
Cappamore – Killmallock 3 723.50
Limerick City West 4 1054.14
Limerick City North 4 961.11
Limerick City East 6 1134.45
Notes: * indicates that rents in areas with less than 30 observations are not published for 

statistical reasons.

The Housing Agency continues to monitor the market with a view to making recommenda-
tions for further areas to be considered for designation as rent pressure zones, as required. Fol-
lowing the recent designation of Limerick City East and Navan, over 55% of tenancies nation-
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ally are now located in rent pressure zones.

09/04/2019WRFF04200Local Authority Funding

09/04/2019WRFF04300638. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when a decision will be made on an application for funding towards an extension to a 
council property submitted by Galway City Council (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16662/19]

09/04/2019WRFF04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities, including Galway City Council, have submitted to my Department details of 
their work proposals and related funding requirements for the Disabled Persons Grants scheme 
for 2019. I understand that the property referred to is part of Galway City Council’s overall 
proposal.

The headline funding requirements of all local authorities, including Galway City Council, 
are now being assessed in the context of the available national funding and allocations will be 
confirmed shortly. Once allocations issue, it will be for the Council to determine the projects 
that they prioritise and fund.  My Department would only be involved again with a limited 
number of high cost projects, where a brief technical and value-for-money review is carried out.  
Otherwise, it is for the local authorities themselves to implement the projects in conjunction 
with their tenants.

Ahead of full year 2019 allocations, local authorities had already been notified to proceed 
with works of a value of up to 65% of their 2018 allocation. This allows them to plan and prog-
ress works under the scheme and to avoid delays for priority and urgent cases.

09/04/2019WRFF04500Energy Efficiency

09/04/2019WRFF04600639. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding allocation under the energy efficiency retrofitting programme launched in 
2013 in each of the years 2013 to 2018 to improve the insulation standards and overall energy 
performance of local authority social housing stock; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [16687/19]

09/04/2019WRFF04700640. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the level of funding allocated for 2019 under the energy efficiency retrofitting programme 
to improve the insulation standards and overall energy performance of local authority social 
housing stock; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16688/19]

09/04/2019WRFF04800641. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to enhance the energy efficiency retrofitting programme in order to ensure more 
social houses improve their insulation standards and overall energy performance in each local 
authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16689/19]

09/04/2019WRFF04900642. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the maximum funding per dwelling provided under the energy efficiency retrofitting pro-
gramme since its launch in 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16690/19]

09/04/2019WRFF05000643. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the energy efficiency retrofitting programme is open to local authorities for 2019; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [16691/19]
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09/04/2019WRFF05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 639 to 643, inclusive, together.

Local authorities have been undertaking an ambitious programme of insulation retrofit-
ting on the least energy efficient social housing homes since 2013, with funding support from 
my Department. Over €128 million of exchequer support has been provided for this work to 
end-2018, which has improved the energy efficiency and comfort levels in over 68,000 local 
authority homes, benefitting those at risk of fuel poverty and making a significant contribution 
to Ireland’s carbon emissions reduction and energy reduction targets. An annual breakdown of 
the funding provided is set out in the Table.

The retrofitting programme is being implemented in a number of phases; Phase 1 com-
menced in 2013 and focused on providing attic/roof insulation and the less intrusive cavity wall 
insulation in all relevant properties, while Phase 2 will focus on the external fabric upgrade of 
those social housing units with solid/hollow block wall construction and will also include the 
provision of heating upgrades. The maximum grant available under Phase 1 was €3,500 per 
property, while the maximum grant available under Phase 2 will be €22,800 per property. 

For 2019, the programme has an allocated exchequer budget of €25 million. My Depart-
ment has requested all local authorities to submit proposed programmes of activity for the year 
and those received so far are now being assessed in terms of an equitable allocation to all local 
authorities within the exchequer funding available.

Year Funding drawn down    
2013 €26,951,705
2014 €30,723,748
2015 €26,903,781
2016 €22,532,835
2017 €8,665,268
2018 €12,942,633

09/04/2019WRGG00400Fire Service

09/04/2019WRGG00500644. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to upgrade the Dublin Fire Brigade fleet in view of the age of the fleet; the num-
ber and type of vehicles in the fleet; the number less than 5, 5 to 7, 7 to 10 and more than 10 
years old, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16693/19]

09/04/2019WRGG00600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): The provision of fire services in local authority areas, 
including the establishment and maintenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs 
and the provision of premises, is a statutory function of the individual fire authorities under the 
provisions of the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003.

My Department supports the fire authorities through setting national policy, providing a 
central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and pro-
viding capital funding, including recoupment (within the overall funding available) of costs in-
curred by fire authorities in relation to the approved purchase of fire appliances and emergency 
equipment, as well as construction and upgrading of fire stations.

Decisions regarding the number and type of fire appliances maintained is a matter for each 
fire authority, having regard to the assessment of their individual fire cover needs and the provi-
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sion and management of a fleet adequate to their requirements. In the assessment of their fire 
cover needs, including the provision and management of a fleet adequate to their requirements, 
fire service management use evidence based on multi-annual data of actual fires in determining 
fire station area risk categorisation and have regard to standards set out in the national policy 
document “Keeping Communities Safe” for benchmarking their services.

As part of my Department’s fire services capital programme, I announced a new national 
joint-procurement programme in 2017 to purchase 20 new fire appliances. Dublin City Coun-
cil’s Fire Service received an allocation for three new ‘Class B’ appliances, which is the stan-
dard appliance. In 2015, under a similar programme, Dublin’s Fire Service also received an 
allocation for three new ‘Class B’ appliances. Dublin City Council’s Fire Service requested, 
and received approval, to substitute the cost of one of the appliances to purchase a pre-used 
turntable ladder. In addition to these allocations, since 2008, my Department has also funded 
four ‘Class B’ appliances and one turntable ladder for Dublin.

Detailed information on the age, number and vehicle type of the Dublin Fire Brigade fleet, 
as requested by the Deputy, is not available in my Department. It should be available directly 
from the Fire Authority, in this instance Dublin City Council who, through Dublin Fire Brigade, 
provide fire services for all four Dublin local authorities.

Question No. 645 answered with Question No. 606.

09/04/2019WRGG00800Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

09/04/2019WRGG00900646. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if income qualification thresholds for local authority houses are likely to be increased 
in view of the fact that the existing thresholds are perceived as being unrealistic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [16700/19]

09/04/2019WRGG01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI and 
the universal social charge.  The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, and local 
authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-term or 
once off in nature.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.
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Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support.  The current income eligibil-
ity requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibil-
ity for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The Housing Agency is 
continuing to carry out the detailed statistical work, which will underpin this review, on behalf 
of my Department.

The review will also have regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of af-
fordability and cost rental and will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives 
have been considered.

09/04/2019WRGG01100Local Authority Housing Data

09/04/2019WRGG01200647. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of local authority houses under construction; when they are likely to be 
ready for occupation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16701/19]

09/04/2019WRGG01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The latest quarterly Social Housing Construction Status Report shows that almost 5,000 so-
cial homes were under construction at end Q4 2018, of which 2,345 were in the local authori-
ties’ own build programme. It will be these schemes that will form the bulk of the housing deliv-
ery over the course of 2019, although further projects will continue to be added to the pipeline 
on an ongoing basis. The end Q4 2018 report is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at 
the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q4-2018/. 

I am keen that all local authorities further accelerate their programmes and I have assured 
them that the necessary funding is available to support their work in this regard.

09/04/2019WRGG01312Approved Housing Bodies

09/04/2019WRGG01325648. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of houses under construction by or for approved housing bodies; the 
projected completion date of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16702/19]

09/04/2019WRGG01350Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Rebuilding Ireland is utilising all available resources at national and local level to maximise the 
delivery of social housing, as quickly and efficiently as possible.  More than 50,000 social hous-
ing homes will be delivered by the end of 2021. These new homes will be delivered by both lo-
cal authorities themselves and working in partnership with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs).

In the interest of transparency and accountability and to facilitate continued solution fo-
cused dialogue, my Department publishes quarterly reports outlining progress against the plan. 
Insofar as local authority and AHB construction projects are concerned, the quarterly Social 
Housing Construction Status Reports contain information regarding the stage of progress of 
each project and the number of homes involved, broken down by local authority. The most re-
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cent report, setting out the position at end 2018, is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website 
and can be viewed at the following link:

www.rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q4-2018/.

  Last year, 4,251 new homes were brought into the active social housing stock through new 
build projects, with a further 4,171 brought into productive use through other mechanisms such 
as acquisitions, voids and leasing programmes.  The new build delivery in 2018 represented an 
85% increase on the previous year.  Indeed, the number of new social housing homes built in 
2018 was eight times greater than the number built in 2015, the year before Rebuilding Ireland 
was introduced.  38% of these homes were delivered by AHBs in partnership with local authori-
ties.

My Department sets national and county targets on an annual basis and works closely with 
all stakeholders, including AHBs, to facilitate accelerated delivery. Responsibility for delivery 
of targets is delegated to local authorities in order to enable flexibility and responsiveness to 
new opportunities to further expand pipelines. Therefore, while my Department publishes tar-
gets for each year and quarterly updates on progress against these targets, due to many project 
and external factors, definitive completion dates can be difficult to project.  However, my De-
partment works with local authorities and AHBs on an ongoing basis to ensure that all social 
housing projects are delivered as efficiently as possible.

09/04/2019WRGG01400Housing Provision

09/04/2019WRGG01500649. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the extent to which the capital programme in respect of housing, direct build or 
for approved housing bodies remains on track; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16703/19]

09/04/2019WRGG01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authority build programmes are an essential component of the 50,000 social housing 
homes to be delivered over the lifetime of Rebuilding Ireland. In addition to local authorities 
building on their own land, partnerships with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) are also an 
important aspect of build delivery.

Rebuilding Ireland has been increasing the capacity of local authorities and AHBs to deliver 
social housing over the past three years and clear results are being delivered.  This is evident in 
the fact that there was an 85% increase in new build social homes in 2018 when compared to 
2017 (excluding voids) and the number of new social housing homes built in 2018 was eight 
times greater than the number built in 2015, the year before Rebuilding Ireland was initiated.

My Department supports delivery through the development and implementation of policy 
and legislation geared towards enhanced supply and also through the provision of significant 
funding for local authorities. In addition, my Department works closely with each individual 
local authority to support them to deliver their minimum build targets, and where possible to 
exceed their targets and advance their pipelines for additional delivery in the coming years. The 
quarterly Construction Status Reports which I publish provide an overview of all new build 
social housing completed and being advanced across the 31 local authorities.  The latest report, 
which sets out the position at end 2018, is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the 
following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-
construction-status-report-for-q4-2018/.
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In order to deliver effectively and efficiently, local authorities and approved housing bodies 
are using a combination of the rapid build framework, turnkey opportunities, and through tra-
ditional construction methods.

The coming three years will see further increased output of social housing throughout the 
country and I have recently written to each local authority outlining ambitious targets for 2019. 
These targets can be viewed at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/social-hous-
ing-targets-2019/.

In 2019, funding of €2.4 billion is being provided for the delivery of housing programmes, 
which will allow for the housing needs of almost 27,400 additional households to be met. 
10,000 of these will be provided through build, acquisition and lease programmes.

I am confident that progress remains on track to meet the target to deliver 50,000 new homes 
over the 6 years 2016-2021.

09/04/2019WRGG01700Local Authority Housing Data

09/04/2019WRGG01800650. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of local authority only houses constructed in each of the past five years to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16704/19]

09/04/2019WRGG01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Statistics on the number of social housing properties constructed in each of the past five years 
by local authorities, are published on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision. 

These statistics are updated on a quarterly basis, with similar details for 2019 to be pub-
lished as the year progresses.

09/04/2019WRGG02000Local Authority Housing Data

09/04/2019WRGG02100651. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of local authority houses vacant throughout the various local authorities; 
his plans for the refurbishment and occupation of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [16705/19]

09/04/2019WRGG02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting repairs to 
vacant properties, responsive repairs and implementing planned maintenance programmes, is 
a matter for each individual local authority, in line with Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  
Local authorities return vacant properties to use through their own resources and also using 
exchequer support from my Department.

Local authorities will always have a level of vacancy in their housing stock, as the turnover 
of stock is continuous; a portion of properties will be vacant at any given time between tenan-
cies and that number will not be static.  All local authorities, however, are actively encouraged 
to ensure all vacant properties in their stock are brought back into use as expeditiously as pos-
sible.  Local authorities have been well supported by my Department in this regard, as well as 
utilising their own resources to make social homes available to new tenants as soon as possible.
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On an ongoing basis, the National Oversight & Audit Commission (NOAC) reviews the 
social housing stock level in local authorities every year, including the number of vacant local 
authority houses at a particular point in time.  NOAC’s activities in this regard are summarised 
in its Annual Performance Indicator Reports for the years 2014-2017, and are set out on a local 
authority basis at the following link: 

http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/NOAC-Performance-Indicators-Report-2017.
pdf.

09/04/2019WRGG02300Water and Sewerage Schemes

09/04/2019WRGG02400652. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of group water schemes being financed by his Department through various 
local authorities; the number of such schemes abandoned; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [16706/19]

09/04/2019WRGG02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): Re-
sponsibility for the administration of my Department’s Rural Water Programme, under which 
funding is provided to the rural water sector, has been devolved to local authorities since 1997.

My Department recoups funding under the Programme to local authorities which admin-
ister it on behalf of my Department. In relation to group water schemes, recoupment includes 
grants for capital works and annual subsidies as a contribution towards the annual operational 
and management cost of the domestic element of group water schemes.

The capital Multi-annual Rural Water Programme and the annual subsidy are dynamic fund-
ing processes with group water scheme numbers constantly changing. Numbers rise as new 
schemes develop and numbers drop as schemes are taken-in-charge by Irish Water or amal-
gamate into other schemes.  The number of group water schemes for which annual subsidy 
claims were processed by my Department in 2010 was 738, whereas in 2017 the number had 
reduced to 654.  Figures for 2018 are currently being compiled by my Department.

My Department does not compile figures in relation to schemes which may have been aban-
doned.

09/04/2019WRGG02600Water and Sewerage Schemes Provision

09/04/2019WRGG02700653. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans for the reintroduction of a replacement group water scheme (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16707/19]

09/04/2019WRGG02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
I understand that the scheme in question commenced planning its development in the early 
1990s. At that time the scheme proposed to supply over 800 houses plus farms and commercial 
premises to a relatively large area of north-west County Kildare – covering some 4 to 5% of the 
area of the county.

The scheme, the size of a medium sized public water supply scheme, would be very large 
by group water scheme standards. Accordingly, it was included in my Department’s Water Ser-
vices Investment Programme 2007-2009 for public schemes. There was little progress on the 
project over the next number of years and it was not included in my Department’s subsequent 
Water Services Investment Programme for the period 2010–2013.
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Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water servic-
es planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local level.  Irish Water, as a single 
national utility, is taking a strategic, nationwide approach to asset planning and investment, and 
meeting customer requirements.

I understand that Kildare County Council and Irish Water met with the scheme in 2015. It 
became clear at the meeting that there is little prospect of the source of supply for the scheme 
being included in the Irish Water Capital Investment Programme. I understand that alternatives 
were also considered but ruled out because they were not technically feasible. Therefore, the 
scheme would not be able to proceed either in the short or medium term and the promoters of 
the scheme were informed accordingly by Irish Water. I understand that soon after the 2015 
meeting the scheme decided to wind up.

Acknowledging that costs were incurred in development work on the scheme, my Depart-
ment agreed to recoup an amount of some €79,000 to assist in meeting these costs. Kildare 
County Council was advised of this position in November 2018 and were recouped the sum 
earlier this year.

Given the nature of the scheme as set out above, Kildare County Council did not submit a 
bid for the scheme under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme announced earlier this year.

Households in the area of the scheme have other alternatives to improve their domestic 
water supply, if necessary. The Individual Wells Grant under my Department’s Rural Water 
Programme can be accessed through Kildare County Council, to assist with the provision or 
necessary improvement of an individual water supply to households.

Question No. 654 answered with Question No. 106.

09/04/2019WRGG02900Wildlife Control

09/04/2019WRGG03000655. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the licences issued under the Wildlife Act 1975 in each of the past five years in tabular 
form. [16735/19]

09/04/2019WRGG03100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Details 
of the licences and permits issued by my Department in the period 2014 to 2018 under the Wild-
life Act, 1976, as amended are set out in the following table.

TABLE

Section of Wild-
life Act, 1976, as 
amended 

Details   Licences is-
sued 2014   

Licences issued 
2015   

Licences is-
sued 2016   

Licences issued 
2017   

Licences issued 2018   

Section   21 Protection   of 
flora

12 12 10 10 10
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Section of Wild-
life Act, 1976, as 
amended 

Details   Licences is-
sued 2014   

Licences issued 
2015   

Licences is-
sued 2016   

Licences issued 
2017   

Licences issued 2018   

Section 22, 23 & 
34 & 38

Capture of wild 
birds & wild   
animalsCapture 
BadgersFilm/
photograph wild 
birds/animal-
sRetain injured 
animalsRetain 
injured birdsPen 
reared birdsHunt 
protected birds 
to train gun   
dogsExamine 
nests, take the 
eggsUse of lamp

145 29 
116443099 
7600

178 29 
1331495595 
3551

167 28 
881364489 
4640

161 0 
1231369890 
1670

207 16 
1451013269 
2641

Section   29 Deer   hunting 4,481 4,653 5,083 5,175 5,502

Section   30 Hunting   over 
state foreshore/
lakes

499 450 382 467 341

Section 32 Ringing/marking 
protected wild   
birds/animals

81   general23   
special10   
other

80304 86400 112310 89364

Section   26, 
32, 34

Capture and tag 
hares 

3 3 3 3 3

Section   35 Use   of lures, 
decoys, scare-
crows

35 53 48 72 74

Section   36 Use   of mechan-
ically propelled 
vehicles

17 42 23 14 22

Section 41 -Birds of 
prey: posses-
sion engage in   
falconry  -Take 
a bird from the 
wild

 4329  6297  68917  6708  5669

Section   42 Serious   dam-
age caused by 
protected wild 
animals/birds

355 459 501 559 678

Section   48 Wildlife   dealers 78 78 69 92 86

Totals - 6,451 7,198 7,571 7,889 8,057

09/04/2019WRGG03200Arts and Culture Capital Scheme Funding

09/04/2019WRGG03300656. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will correct the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 743 of 12 March 2019, in view of 
the fact that the information therein is inaccurate (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16106/19]

09/04/2019WRGG03400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The the-
atre to which the Deputy refers was awarded substantial funding under the Arts and Culture 
Capital Scheme 2016-2018 in February 2017 to refurbish and enhance the existing facility. 
As set out in my reply of 12 March 2019, all capital grants exceeding €300,000 require a legal 
charge on the property being developed for the amount of the grant for a period of 15 years. 
This charge is to protect the taxpayer’s investment in the property if it was to undergo a change 
of use or in the event of its sale.

The Chief State Solicitors Office (CSSO) is seeking to complete the legal formalities in 
order that the grant can be paid to the theatre to which the Deputy refers. The CSSO has been 
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in negotiations with both the solicitors representing the theatre and the theatre’s landlord for 
some time now and work has progressed significantly in the last three months. At this point, the 
necessary Deed of Agreement has been agreed by the relevant parties and is ready to be signed 
and sealed by both parties. The CSSO in conjunction with the grantee’s solicitors will then en-
sure that all the relevant legal searches are in order. The grantees solicitors must then lodge the 
charge in the Companies Registration Office within 21 days from date of these search results. 
On completion of the legal formalities which should take no more than one month, it is hoped 
that the theatre can then make progress on the project.

09/04/2019WRGG03500National Museum

09/04/2019WRGG03600657. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she has raised with the National Museum of Ireland the need for a permanent stand-alone 
exhibition to the Great Famine; the series of events planned for 2019 to mark the Great Famine; 
the funding allocated for same; her plans to mark the Great Famine; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16168/19]

09/04/2019WRGG03700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As Chair 
of the National Famine Commemoration Committee (NFCC), I am responsible for ensuring 
that appropriate arrangements are in place to commemorate the Great Irish Famine.  This year’s 
National Famine Commemoration will take place on 19th May in Sligo and will officiated at 
by An Taoiseach.

Proposals are currently being developed by officials of my Department and Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade in relation to the 2019 International Famine Commemoration and 
these will be submitted to the Committee for consideration shortly.

As I have previously advised the House decisions in relation to the curation and presentation 
of temporary or permanent exhibitions within State funded museums in Dublin are operational 
matters for the relevant cultural institutions or other entities concerned.

09/04/2019WRGG03800Heritage Council Funding

09/04/2019WRGG03900658. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
funding available for community grants from the Heritage Council in 2017, 2018 and 2019; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [16200/19]

09/04/2019WRGG04000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Heritage Council, which is funded by my Department, is independent in the performance of 
its functions. It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council itself to decide how its funding 
is allocated across the range of research, education and conservation programmes it supports, 
including its Community Grants Scheme and funding for local heritage plans.

I was pleased to announce increased funding of €6.588 million for the Council 2019, com-
pared to €6.377 million in 2018.

The voted funding allocation to the Heritage Council each year is published in the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform’s Revised Estimates Volume. The amounts since 2015 
are as follows:
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Year  Total (€m)
Year  Total (€m)
2015  4,743 
2016  5,243 
2017  6,254 
2018 6,377 
2019 6,588 
The Heritage Council is at an exciting and defining moment in 2019 with the launch of its 

Strategic Plan Heritage at the Heart 2018-2022 and the appointment of its new CEO, Virginia 
Teehan, from 1 February.  The new CEO will bring her own talent and vision to everything the 
Council does, including its grant schemes.  The Council recently announced that six historic 
towns will share in €1 million in capital funding under the Historic Towns Initiative 2019. I 
understand that final decisions on further funding in 2019 across the Council’s various activities 
will be made by the new CEO and the Council in the coming weeks and announcements will be 
made by the Heritage Council in due course.

09/04/2019WRGG04100EU Directives

09/04/2019WRGG04200659. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she is seeking derogations for Ireland under the EU Birds Directive in respect of seagulls; if 
action can be taken regarding a major problem with seagulls in the Dublin area; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [16608/19]

09/04/2019WRGG04300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The EU 
Birds Directive allows Member States to make derogations from its protective measures in re-
spect of certain wild bird species in certain circumstances – for example, where they are causing 
damage to crops, livestock and fauna or represent a threat to public health or safety or to air 
safety. The Declarations to implement these derogations are renewed annually and an annual 
review of the Declarations is undertaken prior to their expiry.

The 2017 review took into account the issue of seagulls in the North Dublin area especially 
in Balbriggan which had been the subject of correspondence to my Department from some 
community groups and other residents which proposed the inclusion of seagull species in the 
Declaration.

Following consideration of the matter, the Declaration, which was effective from 1 May 
2017 to 30 April 2018, included methods to control seagull species in the Balbriggan area for 
public safety reasons.  The control method involved the removal of eggs and nests only and the 
culling of seagulls was not permitted.  Similar provision was made in the Declaration effective 
from 1 May 2018 to 30 April 2019.

My Department undertook a review of the derogation process under Article 9 of the EU 
Birds Directive which took account of all relevant factors, including perceived threats, distribu-
tion and population data available in respect of all the bird species in the derogations.  ANIAR 
Ecology were appointed by my Department to undertake the review following a public tender-
ing process.  The final report of the consultants was published in October last year and is avail-
able on the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department at www.npws.
ie.

One of the recommendations of the consultant’s report was the setting up of a group to 
agree a programme of action in relation to the seagull situation in the certain urban areas. I have 
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agreed to the formation of a Consultative Committee, with an independent chair, whose mem-
bership will include representatives of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Depart-
ment, Fingal County Council, local community representatives and a conservation group.  My 
Department is finalising the composition of the Committee with a view to convening the first 
meeting of the Committee shortly.

09/04/2019WRGG04400Architectural Heritage

09/04/2019WRGG04500660. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
status of a matter (details supplied); if she will meet this Deputy in relation to same; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [16634/19]

09/04/2019WRGG04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My role 
with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage is set out in the 
provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibilities of 
owners.

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, gives primary responsibil-
ity to planning authorities to identify and protect the architectural heritage by including par-
ticular structures on their Record of Protected Structures.  Inclusion on the Record of Protected 
Structures places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected structures and also 
gives planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals affecting them and to 
seek to safeguard their future.

The building mentioned by the Deputy is in the ownership and management of the local 
authority, and is, in the first instance a matter for it. It is recorded in my Department’s National 
Inventory of Architectural Heritage and is rated there as of Regional Importance. As such it was 
recommended to the local authority for inclusion in its Record of Protected Structures.

As the owner of this protected structure, the local authority has a duty under the Acts to en-
sure the structure does not become endangered. I am informed that there is considerable work 
underway at present in advance of conducting an analysis of its structural integrity. The Council 
have informed my Department that no decision in relation to the future of the structure can be 
made until this assessment is completed.

In terms of the support that my Department can offer, my role in relation to protected struc-
tures is mainly advisory. My officials remain available to advise the County Council in its ef-
forts to manage the building and see it returned to a sustainable use that is consistent with its 
significant history and position in the town.

My Department also provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and 
historic structures through the Historic Structures Fund (HSF) and the Built Heritage Invest-
ment Scheme (BHIS), which are administered by local authorities. On Thursday 28 March, I 
announced funding of €4.3 m for 478 projects under these schemes in 2019. Details of these 
projects and the funding are available on my Department’s website and local authority websites. 
I understand, however, that the scale of investment needed for the structure mentioned would 
mean that the levels of grant funding available under these schemes would not be sufficient.

I fully understand and appreciate the value of our built heritage at a local level and I have 
asked officials in my Department to arrange to meet with the  Deputy, along with Monaghan 
County Council, to discuss the location in question.


