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Questions Nos. 1 to 11, inclusive, answered orally.

Question No. 12 resubmitted.

Question No. 13 answered orally.

Questions Nos. 14 to 53, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 54 to 56, inclusive, answered orally.

Local Authority Staff

03/04/2019WRA0090057. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
he has met with local authority broadband officers since his appointment; and the local authori-
ties he has met with on the issue of broadband provision. [3372/19]

03/04/2019WRA01000Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): Since my appointment as Minister of State at the Department of Rural and 
Community Development, I have met with the Broadband Officers from all 31 Local Authori-
ties on a number of occasions.  The Broadband Officers are co-funded by my Department and 
they meet collectively on a regular basis in the form of the Telecommunications Action Group, 
or TAG, which is convened by my Department. 

On 25th January last, I attended the TAG meeting in Galway, where I held bilateral meet-
ings with each of the 31 Broadband Officers.  The Chief Executives or Directors of Service 
of each Local Authority were also present at those meetings.  Issues relating to the rollout of 
telecommunication services were discussed during these meetings.  

On 18th February, I attended the TAG meeting at the Dublin Smart Cities offices, where I 
met with the Broadband Officers from all Local Authorities to discuss similar issues.

The TAG meetings provide an invaluable opportunity for direct contact between Govern-
ment officials and Broadband Officers on issues of mutual concern.  TAG meetings also pro-
vide the opportunity for the exchange of experience, expertise and ideas between members of 
the Broadband Officers network and for each Local Authority to outline particular areas that 
need to be addressed.  

Through my meetings with the Local Authorities, I have witnessed at first hand the work 
being carried out all over the country in relation to telecommunications provision.  I have been 
impressed at the enthusiasm and positivity of all of the Broadband Officers in helping to im-
prove mobile phone and broadband services throughout the country. The role of the Broadband 
Officers has also been widely welcomed by industry, as it provides an important local point of 
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contact on telecommunications matters.

Question No. 58 answered orally.

Scheme to Support National Organisations

03/04/2019WRA0120059. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of the scheme to support national organisations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15440/19]

03/04/2019WRA01300Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Scheme to Support National Organisations (SSNO) is a key element of my 
Department’s support for the role of the Community and Voluntary sector in contributing to the 
development of a strong and vibrant civil society. 

The scheme provides multi-annual funding towards the core costs of national organisations, 
with a particular focus on organisations that provide supports to those who are disadvantaged.  
A total of €16.7m has been allocated under the current scheme to 71 different national organisa-
tions.  The current three-year scheme concludes on 30 June 2019 and the next iteration of the 
scheme will commence on 1 July.  

As with the current scheme, the new round of funding will be allocated through a competi-
tive process.  Applications for the new scheme were invited in December 2018 with a closing 
date of 31 January.  An appraisal of the applications is now being conducted by Pobal on behalf 
of my Department and a detailed report will be sent to the Department for my consideration in 
the coming weeks. Applicants will be informed in due course of their success or otherwise in 
qualifying for funding.

Questions Nos. 60 and 61 answered orally.

Tidy Towns Committees Funding

03/04/2019WRA0150062. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to improve the funding available to Tidy Towns groups nationally. [15469/19]

03/04/2019WRA01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Tidy-
Towns competition was originally launched by Fáilte Ireland over 60 years ago.  Since its 
inception, the competition has grown from 52 entrants in 1958, to 883 entrants in 2018.  The 
continued success of the competition is due to the countless hours of effort from TidyTowns 
Committees the length and breadth of the country.

As Minister for Rural and Community Development, I was delighted to be in a position to 
announce grant funding to TidyTowns Committees of €1.4 million for each of the years 2017 
and 2018, to mark the 60th anniversary of the competition.  This funding has allowed the Com-
mittees to prepare better for the annual competition through the purchase or upgrade of small 
equipment and other materials.  

Under the 2017 allocation, 906 TidyTowns Committees received grant funding of between 
€1,000 and €4,000 each, depending on the size of their town or village. 

Under the 2018 allocation, 843 TidyTowns Committees have received similar levels of 
funding, with a number of applications still to be processed.
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I will consider, later this year, whether I will be in a position to allocate funding to the Tidy-
Towns Committees through this particular funding stream in 2019.  

However, it should be noted that TidyTowns Committees can apply for funding to other 
schemes within my Department, such as the Community Enhancement Programme. This pro-
gramme is administered through the Local Community Development Committees.  

In 2018, 158 applications were approved for funding of €536,816 to TidyTowns Commit-
tees under the Community Enhancement Programme.

Question No. 63 answered orally.

Questions Nos. 64 to 66, inclusive, answered orally.

Rural Development Programme Funding

03/04/2019WRA0190067. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
he will provide resources to communities to assist with the submission of applications for fund-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15202/19]

03/04/2019WRA02000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As Minister 
with responsibility for Rural and Community Development I am acutely aware of the issues 
faced by some communities and groups in applying for funding due to capacity issues and the 
administrative burden associated with the process. To address this issue, my Department pro-
vides support and guidance through for example, the ‘Rural Opportunity’ information ses-
sions currently being rolled out to raise awareness of the wide variety of supports available to 
rural communities from across Government Departments.

In addition, the  ‘Helping Hands’  workshops will run in April and May next for commu-
nity groups or groups who have had no, or limited, success so far in being awarded funding 
under national funding streams.

My Department’s €1Billion, Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, (RRDF), was 
launched in 2018. The Department held a Feedback Workshop with lead partners who had sub-
mitted applications in order to provide them with information on the results of the call, and to 
build up their capacity to submit successful applications into the future.

The Local Development Companies that implement my Department’s Social Inclusion and 
Community Activation Programme (SICAP) provide support to help community groups de-
velop so that they are in a position to submit good quality bids for competitive funding streams. 
This is done through providing direct supports such as capacity building work or the allocation 
of small grants up to a maximum of €1,500.

  Project Development Officers employed by the Local Development Companies 
(LDC) provide assistance to prospective promoters in preparing their applications for funding 
under LEADER.

In 2018 Pobal, which  administers the Social Enterprise Measure of the Dormant Accounts 
Fund on behalf of the Department, organised an information session for prospective applicants, 
including community organisations. 

My Department’s capacity building supports enable community groups to submit good 
quality bids for competitive funding streams.
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Questions Nos. 68 to 70, inclusive, answered orally.

CLÁR Programme

03/04/2019WRA0220071. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of the review of the CLÁR programme; the take-up and drawdown in funding to date 
since it was re-established; and the status of the drawdown in funding to date of the town and 
village renewal scheme since established. [15472/19]

03/04/2019WRA02300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the CLÁR programme supports communities in rural areas which have ex-
perienced significant levels of depopulation.  I reopened the programme in 2016, following its 
closure in 2010 for new applications. 

The areas included in the CLÁR programme since 2016 were based on an analysis of 
the 2002 Census data by the NIRSA Institute at Maynooth University.  It is timely that the 
data should now be reviewed to ensure that we are continuing to support the areas in most need 
under the CLÁR programme.

I therefore commenced a review of the programme in November 2018 to examine CLÁR 
areas by reference to the 2016 Census of Population data.  The process began with a targeted 
consultation meeting with a number of experts who are recognised for their background in rural 
development, to provide some guidance on the matter.  My Department has been exploring the 
possibility of the NIRSA Institute carrying out work on the 2016 Census data.

Since I re-opened CLÁR in 2016, over 1,200 projects have been funded under the pro-
gramme and the drawdown in funding to date is €22.759 million.  Details of all approved proj-
ects are available on my  Department’s website.   

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme was introduced in the second half of 2016.  Since 
then, €53 million has been allocated to over 670 projects across the country, and approximately 
€24.5 million in funding has been drawn down.  

It should be noted that projects under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme can typi-
cally take 12 to 18 months to complete and, since 2017, final payments are made only when 
projects have been completed.

Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

03/04/2019WRA0240072. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when the independent review of the charitable status of Pobal will be published; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15359/19]

03/04/2019WRA02500Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): Pobal is a not for profit company which was originally established by Govern-
ment in 1992 as Area Development Management (ADM) Ltd.  Charitable status was granted to 
the company by the Revenue Commissioners on the 20th November 1996.  In 2005 ADM was 
re-named Pobal.  In accordance with Section 40 of the Charities Act, 2009, Pobal was entered 
onto the Register of Charitable Organisations on 16 October 2014.  

The basis for Pobal having charitable status is tied to the objects of the Company, which 
are specified in its Memorandum and Articles of Association.  I am satisfied that Pobal is fully 
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compliant with the relevant legislative requirements including those of the Charities Act, 2009.  

Pobal has undertaken a review of its charitable status and in that regard sought independent 
legal advice on the matter.  The review has now concluded.  A report was presented to the Board 
of Pobal at their meeting in January and the matter is still under consideration.  

Once the Board has completed its consideration of the report, Pobal will brief my officials 
in relation to any matters arising.   The question of publication would be a matter for the Pobal 
Board.

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

03/04/2019WRA0260073. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if the 
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund could be used to fund the capital works necessary 
to open Killucan station on the Dublin to Sligo line in County Westmeath; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15199/19]

03/04/2019WRA02700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): It would not 
be appropriate for me to give a view at this time on the merits or otherwise of any individual 
project which may seek funding in the future. 

I am considering what the focus of the second call for funding under the Rural Regenera-
tion and Development Fund should be and I hope to make an announcement on this shortly. In 
advance of any announcement I am carefully considering the feedback received on the first call 
for funding. 

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund is there to support ambitious and strategic 
projects which have the potential to transform rural economies and communities.  The Govern-
ment has committed €1 billion over 10 years to the Fund. 

The first call for proposals led to funding countrywide of €86 million. Full details on all the 
requirements which projects seeking funding under this first call had to meet can be found on 
my Departments web-site. 

It is worth noting that calls under the Fund are determined on a competitive basis and not all 
projects which meet the requirements may be funded.

In that regard, all applications to the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund undergo a 
comprehensive evaluation process.  This involves assessment by my Department and oversight 
by a Project Advisory Board, established to make recommendations on the suitability of ap-
plications for funding. 

In relation to your question therefore I cannot comment on individual projects or be pre-
scriptive at this stage on what the requirements of the next call will be. I do not expect the 
overall objectives of the Fund to change however and it will be up to applicants to show in their 
applications how they meet all the requirements and objectives of the Fund.

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

03/04/2019WRA0280074. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of Rural Regeneration and Development Fund applications received from 
west County Galway related to category 1 and category 2; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [15356/19]

03/04/2019WRA02900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The first call 
for applications to the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund closed in September 2018 . 
There were 280 applications received, 126 of which were Category 1 “shovel ready” projects 
while 154 related to Category 2 projects - those which needed development funding to become 
potential Category 1 applications in future calls for applications.  

My Department received 14 applications for proposals either wholly or partially located in 
County Galway - nine Category 1 proposals and five Category 2 proposals. 

Of these, nine applications were approved for funding - four Category 1 proposals and five 
Category 2 proposals. In total Galway County received funding of €8.27 million from the Fund.

Table 1. List of Successful Category 1 projects taking place, either wholly or partially, 
in County Galway.   

 County  Location  Project  Lead Applicant
Clare; Donegal; Gal-
way; Kerry; Mayo; 
Wicklow

Multiple Locations 
across 6 counties 
(Works will take 
place in Derrycrag 
Wood Nature Re-
serve, near Wood-
ford, Co. Galway)

National Parks Department of Cul-
ture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht

Galway Athenry Athenry / Bia Inno-
vator

Galway County 
Council

Galway Tullycross, Renvyle Tullycross Residen-
tial Education Centre

Western Develop-
ment Commission

Galway An Spidéal gteic Hub An Spidéal Údarás na Gaeltachta

Table 2. List of Successful Category 2 projects taking place, either wholly or partially, 
in County Galway.   

 County  Location  Project  Lead Applicant
Clare; Donegal; Gal-
way; Kerry; Mayo; 
Wicklow

Multiple Locations 
across 6 counties (Proj-
ect development work 
in Co. Galway will 
take place in respect 
of Connemara Visitors 
Centre and Coole Park 
Visitor Experience)

National Parks Department of Cul-
ture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht
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 County  Location  Project  Lead Applicant
Galway; Mayo This project will un-

derpin the development 
of a UNESCO Global 
Geopark in a large area 
stradding Counties Gal-
way and Mayo.  Proj-
ect development will 
primarily examine the 
landscape around the 
villages of Ballintub-
ber, Partry, Tourmak-
eady, Finny, Leenane, 
Recess, Maam, Maam 
Cross, Kilmilkin, Clo-
chbhreac, Cornamona, 
Oughterard, Cong, 
Clonbur and The Neale, 
and encompass Loughs 
Carra and Mask, and an 
area of Lough Corrib.

Geopark Develop-
ment

Geological Survey 
Ireland

Galway Dunmore Dunmore Regen-
eration

Galway County 
Council

Galway Tuam Tuam Regenera-
tion Strategy

Galway County 
Council

Galway Kinvara Kinvara Board-
walk and Walkway

Galway County 
Council

Community Enhancement Programme

03/04/2019WRA0300075. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development when 
he expects to make an announcement on the projects and programmes to be supported under 
the 2019 community enhancement programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15244/19]

03/04/2019WRA03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Last week 
I launched the 2019 Community Enhancement Programme with funding of €4.5m. The pro-
gramme provides capital grants to community groups to help them to develop facilities in dis-
advantaged areas.  The amounts allocated to each Local Authority area for 2019 are available 
on my Department’s website.

The programme is administered in each area by Local Community Development Commit-
tees (LCDCs).  Groups can apply for funding to their LCDC and once that process is complete 
my Department will compile and publish a list of all supported projects.

In 2018 there was a huge level of interest in the programme right across the country and 
over 3,000 projects were funded, all of them targeted at enhancing facilities in disadvantaged 
communities.

Grants under the programme in 2018 covered a wide range in all areas of communities, 
such as childcare facilities, playgrounds, sports grounds, landscaping projects, and supports for 
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the elderly.  Details regarding the projects funded in 2018 are available on my Department’s 
website.

Action Plan for Rural Development

03/04/2019WRA0320076. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of the work of the Action Plan for Rural Development specifically relating to the revitali-
sation of towns and villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15417/19]

03/04/2019WRA03300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Action 
Plan for Rural Development includes a range of measures for delivery across a number of 
Government Departments and Local Authorities to support the revitalisation of rural towns and 
villages.  

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme, which is administered by my Department, is a key 
part of the package of supports.  The scheme was first introduced in the second half of 2016, and 
since then, €53 million has been allocated to over 670 projects throughout the country.

I have secured an allocation of €15 million for the Town and Village Renewal Scheme in 
my Department’s budget for 2019, and I will be announcing details of the 2019 scheme shortly. 

In addition, I launched a pilot scheme last October to identify ways to encourage more 
people to live in rural towns and villages.  Six rural towns are participating in the initial pilot 
initiative.  

Funding of up to €100,000 is being made available to each of the six towns to develop pro-
posals to encourage town centre living.  It is envisaged that ideas which emerge from this pro-
cess could lead to applications being made to the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund to 
support the implementation of the proposals. 

The €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund was launched last year as part of 
the Government’s Project Ireland 2040 strategy.  This Fund provides an opportunity to deliver 
integrated and ambitious projects which will further support the revitalisation of our rural towns 
and villages.

CLÁR Programme

03/04/2019WRA0340077. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of the 2019 CLÁR programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15231/19]

03/04/2019WRA03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructure projects in rural areas that have ex-
perienced significant levels of de-population.   

The programme was closed for new applications in 2010.  However I re-launched CLÁR 
in 2016, and since then more than 1,200 projects have benefited from funding of €25 million 
under the programme.

I launched the 2019 CLÁR programme on 28th February last.  The measures being funded 
under the programme this year are:

Measure 1:    Support for Schools and Community Safety measures
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Measure 2:    Play Areas, including Multi-Use Games Areas

Measure 3:    Community Wellbeing Supports. 

 The “Community Wellbeing Support” measure covers the assistance given in previous 
years for voluntary first-response organisations and for transport to bring people to cancer care 
centres and other respite services.  

This measure will also, for the first time, provide funding for the development of sensory 
gardens and complementary play equipment.  These gardens are designed to stimulate the sens-
es and can be of particular benefit in enhancing the quality of life for people with a range of 
disabilities.

The closing date for receipt of applications under all CLÁR 2019 measures is the 25th  April.

Community Services Programme

03/04/2019WRA0360078. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
a consultation report has been published regarding the community services programme; if so, 
the main findings of the report; the number of programmes supported by this scheme; the num-
ber of persons supported in employment by this scheme; his plans for the continuation of the 
programme beyond 2019 in its present form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15245/19]

03/04/2019WRA03700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme, or CSP, supports around 400 community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model.  Funding is provided as a contribution to the 
cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent (FTE) positions.  

More than €46 million is available under the programme in 2019.  Between part-time and 
full-time positions, some 3,000 people are supported through the CSP, comprising 1,660 FTEs 
and 306 managers.

My Department recently commenced a review of the CSP.  A review was considered op-
portune as the programme had not been formally reviewed since 2006, during which time the 
external environment had changed significantly.  

The review will consider how the programme fits with overall Government priorities, as 
well as with my Department’s other community programmes and policy objectives, and will 
help inform decisions on the future shape and structure of the programme. 

The review is being carried out by an independent review body.  It will take six months to 
complete, with a final report expected in early Autumn 2019.  I am committed to continuing 
the CSP from 2020; however, it would be inappropriate to comment on the future shape of the 
programme pending completion of the review.

Voluntary Sector

03/04/2019WRA0380079. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of plans to develop a national volunteering strategy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15230/19]
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03/04/2019WRA03900Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): My Department’s Community and Voluntary Supports and Programmes pro-
vide a cohesive framework of support for the community and voluntary sector. €3.5m is being 
provided in 2019 under this programme to support 21 Volunteer Centres, 8 Volunteer Informa-
tion Services in areas without a Volunteer Centre and a number of volunteer-supporting organi-
sations, such as Volunteer Ireland.

Last December, I launched a Call for Input paper on Volunteering which was the first step 
in developing a national volunteering strategy. This was designed to inform stakeholders about 
the proposed development of the volunteering strategy and seek their views on what constitutes 
volunteering and what the strategy should contain. 

My Department is currently collating the information received following this Call for Input 
exercise. Among the topics under consideration in this context is the issue of volunteering sup-
port infrastructure and how best this can be structured to support volunteering.

Also under consideration is a proposal to establish a National Advisory Group which will 
be tasked with developing the strategy. It is anticipated that the first meeting of this group will 
be convened in Q2 2019 and that the draft strategy will be completed later this year, following 
which there will be a further opportunity for the public to input on the matter before the strategy 
is presented to Government for approval.

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

03/04/2019WRA0400080. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when he plans to invite applications for the 2019 Rural Regeneration Development Fund; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15438/19]

03/04/2019WRA0410093. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund; and the amount allocated at the end 
of February 2019. [15475/19]

03/04/2019WRA04200100. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of applications made under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund to date 
by category; the number of applications granted funding by category; the funding approved for 
the scheme in 2019; the number of payments made to date for approved projects; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15473/19]

03/04/2019WRA04300101. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when a further call for funding under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will 
be announced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15357/19]

03/04/2019WRA04400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 80, 93, 100 and 101 together.

The first call for applications for the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund closed at 
the end of September.  

There were 280 applications received.  126 applications were Category 1 “shovel ready” 
projects while 154 related to Category 2 projects - those which needed development funding to 
become potential Category 1 applications in future calls for applications.

In November 2018, I announced the first set of 18 successful Category 1 projects, providing 
€24.4m in funding for projects with an overall value of €34.6m.  Last month in Castleblayney, 
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I announced another 20 successful Category 1 projects and 46 Category 2 projects which will 
benefit from support from the Fund of €62m, with a total project value of €83m.  Overall, this 
first call from the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund will provide €86m in support for 
projects worth €117m.  

 My Department is currently finalising milestones and schedules with the successful lead 
applicants as part of due diligence and contractual arrangements.  Payment dates are also being 
agreed as part of this process.  

In terms of the second call for applications under the Fund, I can confirm that I expect to 
be in a position to make an announcement in that regard shortly. Before making this announce-
ment I am reflecting on the first call, any lessons which can learned from it and the feedback my 
Department and I have received from applicants on their experience to date.

Town and Village Renewal Scheme

03/04/2019WRA0450081. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his plans 
to invite applications under the town and village renewal scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15235/19]

03/04/2019WRA04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme forms an important part of the Action Plan for Rural Development 
and has the potential to stimulate economic recovery and job creation in communities across 
rural Ireland. The scheme is specifically focused on rural towns and villages with a population 
of less than 10,000 people. 

Since its introduction in 2016, almost €53 million has been approved for more than 670 
projects across the country.  These projects cover a range of activities, from improving the 
public realm in order to make towns and villages more attractive for locals and visitors alike, to 
job-creation and tourism/heritage projects. 

I have secured an allocation of €15 million in my Department’s budget this year for the 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme. Details of the 2019 Scheme are currently being finalised 
by my officials and I anticipate that the scheme will be launched shortly.

National Indemnity Scheme for Landowners

03/04/2019WRA0470082. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when it is planned to introduce an insurance indemnity for farmers and landholders who par-
ticipate in the mountain access scheme; the reason for the delay with same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [15415/19]

03/04/2019WRA04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, my Department has been working  to develop a National Indemnity Scheme 
to indemnify private land owners, particularly in Mountain Access Scheme areas, with regard 
to the use of their lands for recreational purposes. 

This is a complex issue and the legal rights of landowners must be respected, while trying to 
facilitate access to their lands for recreational users on a permissive basis.  However, the intro-
duction of such a scheme is a key priority for my Department to support the continued provision 
of access to the countryside for recreational users.
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My Department has been advised that an indemnity scheme such as the one envisaged will 
require legislative provision.  In this context, my officials have sought advice from the Attorney 
General’s Office on the proposed scope, roll-out, and the legal processes required to give ef-
fect to such a scheme.  Further contact between officials is likely to take place over the coming 
weeks on the matter.

It is envisaged that this scheme, once introduced, will come into effect in upland areas ini-
tially on a phased basis.

Telecommunications Infrastructure

03/04/2019WRA0490083. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if the sub-group between his Department and the Department of Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment which is examining the feasibility of using State and publicly 
owned assets for the deployment of telecommunications infrastructure has reported; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15478/19]

03/04/2019WRA05000Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce was established in July 2016 on 
foot of a Programme for Government commitment to identify solutions to alleviate telecom-
munications deficits, particularly in rural Ireland, prior to full build and roll-out of high speed 
broadband in the State intervention area under the National Broadband Plan. 

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Department of Communi-
cations, Climate Action and Environment are working together, in close collaboration with key 
stakeholders, to deliver on the objectives of the Taskforce. 

A sub-group of the Taskforce was established in 2018 to explore the feasibility of develop-
ing a standardised policy for accessing and utilising State assets for the deployment of telecom-
munications infrastructure.  

The Working Group met on a regular basis in 2018 and formed the view that a Government 
Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of Facilitating Telecommunications Access to 
State and Publicly owned Assets was required in order to open up additional avenues for tele-
communication providers to site and locate essential telecommunication infrastructure.  It is 
anticipated that a Policy Statement will be presented to Government for consideration by the 
end of Quarter 2 2019.

Question No. 84 answered with Question No. 64.

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

03/04/2019WRA0520085. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the degree to which he foresees an opportunity to introduce new schemes or the augmen-
tation of the existing structures to direct assistance towards both urban and rural communities; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15447/19]

03/04/2019WRA05300209. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which he expects to be in a position to augment or extend the various grants 
or incentives administered by his Department nationally affecting rural and urban areas with 
particular reference to the targeting of areas suffering from social and or economic deprivation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15626/19]
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03/04/2019WRA05400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 85 and 209 together.

The Department for Rural and Community Development was established in 2017 to support 
the creation of vibrant and sustainable communities across this country. 

My Department delivers a coherent package of supports to strengthen rural and urban com-
munities. These supports enable economic growth and development and also support com-
munities to address gaps in meeting social needs, including those caused by higher levels of 
deprivation.  

My Department will continue to support our communities to become and remain sustainable 
and desirable places to live, work and raise families and we are committed to reviewing funding 
priorities on an ongoing basis to ensure supports remain targeted at those most in need.

In 2018, the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund was launched as part of Project 
Ireland 2040 and this fund will provide €1 billion over the next 10 years, while the Town Centre 
Living Initiative, a pilot programme aimed at testing approaches to the revitalisation of towns 
and villages, was rolled out in six towns across the country.

The Community Enhancement Programme, born out of a review of the RAPID and Com-
munities Facilities Scheme, was launched in 2018 to address disadvantage in urban and rural 
communities and allocated €13million to more than 3,000 projects in its first year. The 2019 
Scheme was launched last week with an allocation of €4.5million.

In addition, since its establishment, my Department has also relaunched the Local Improve-
ment Scheme for private rural roads and laneways and broadened the measures under which 
funding can be applied for under the CLÁR Programme, and a new Social Inclusion and Com-
munity Activation Programme, worth €190 million over five years to the end of 2022, was 
commenced.

I have just commenced a review of the Community Services Programme, which pro-
vides funding to organisations delivering services in disadvantaged communities. This review 
will help inform decisions on the future shape and structure of the programme. More than €46 
million is available to support community organisations under the programme in 2019.

The current Action Plan for Rural Development, a comprehensive cross-Government plan 
to support economic and social development in Ireland’s rural areas, runs to the end of 2019 
and consideration is now being given to future rural development policy. A key deliverable for 
my Department during 2019 will be the development of a rural development policy to follow 
on from the Action Plan for Rural Development. 

An implementation plan for the Framework Policy for Local and Community Development 
in Ireland, published in 2016, as well as Ireland’s first National Policy on Social Enterprise, are 
also currently at an advanced stage of development. 

I am confident that these plans will propose actions that will support rural economic de-
velopment and the local and community development sectors to continue providing valuable 
needed services and supports to both urban and rural communities.

Rural Broadband Scheme

03/04/2019WRA0550086. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
discussions he has had with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
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ment with regard to broadband provision in rural areas; the progress of the provision of a map 
of blackspots in mobile coverage undertaken by the mobile phone and broadband taskforce; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15471/19]

03/04/2019WRA05600Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): As Minister of State for Natural Resources, Community Affairs and Digital 
Development, I work across both the Department of Rural and Community Development and 
the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment. I also chair the Mobile 
Phone and Broadband Taskforce, a cross-Government body co-ordinated by officials of the two 
Departments. 

I am keenly aware of the importance of access to high-speed, high-quality broadband ser-
vices in rural areas and I engage regularly with my Ministerial colleagues in both Departments 
on how we can collaboratively remove barriers to the rollout of telecommunications infrastruc-
ture. 

With regard to mobile phone blackspots, in 2017, officials from my Department, the De-
partment of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and a small number of Local 
Authorities met to examine the potential for mapping mobile phone blackspots in Ireland. 

On foot of these meetings, an invitation was issued in late 2017 to all Local Authorities to 
provide data on 5 or 6 prioritised local blackspots, with a view to examining the potential for 
mapping mobile phone blackspots in Ireland.  

The objective was not to compile a definitive list of blackspots across the country, but to 
identify areas of immediate priority for the purposes of testing an approach to the mapping of 
blackspots.   

While the exercise was informative, it was not comprehensive.  Of the thirty one Local Au-
thorities, only seventeen returned data to feed into the exercise.  

ComReg has recently published a national map of outdoor mobile phone coverage for 2G, 
3G and 4G services for a range of providers. This map, which is available on ComReg’s web-
site, shows the quality and prevalence of mobile phone coverage right across the country for 
each provider.  It will prove to be a useful tool for consumers on the services available in their 
areas.

Rural Broadband Scheme

03/04/2019WRB0020087. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the steps being taken between his Department and the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment to speed up the roll-out of fibre broadband in rural areas; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15479/19]

03/04/2019WRB0030094. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
role of the regional telecommunications development unit in his Department with regard to the 
national broadband plan. [15470/19]

03/04/2019WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 87 and 94 together.

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment has overall policy 
responsibility for the National Broadband Plan.  However, my Department, through the Unit re-
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sponsible for regional telecommunications development, works closely with the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment and with Local Authorities to help prepare 
rural communities for the roll out of high-speed broadband.  

The Unit also supports the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, in conjunc-
tion with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.  The Task-
force was established in 2016 to identify and overcome obstacles to mobile phone and broad-
band services.

The unit also supports the nationwide network of Local Authority Broadband Officers, who 
act as a single point of contact in each Local Authority for the public, telecoms operators and 
infrastructure providers regarding telecommunications issues. 

To date, a number of significant actions have been delivered by members of the Taskforce, 
or on foot of engagement between Taskforce members and the telecommunications sector. 
These include:

-  The establishment of almost 1,000 kilometres of cable ducting along our national roads 
and motorways, ensuring that the fibre-optic spine needed to push broadband services out to all 
of our citizens is possible.

-  The development of Digital Strategies by each Local Authority, to ensure that high speed 
broadband can be maximised for economic and social benefit when installed.

-  The identification of strategic Broadband Connection Points in each Local Authority area 
which can serve as priority connection points for the community when the National Broadband 
Plan is rolled out. 

Quarterly progress reports on the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce are 
available on my Department’s website at https://drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/rural-development/mo-
bile-phone-and-broadband-taskforce/.

Dog Breeding Industry

03/04/2019WRB0050088. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if he will report on the review of legislation to consider further regulations in relation to 
dog breeding establishments; the timeframe for such a review; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15203/19]

03/04/2019WRB00600Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): Last year, following a public consultation process, my Department published 
new Guidelines for Dog Breeding Establishments. These were put in place under the Dog 
Breeding Establishments Act 2010, and came into effect on 1 January of this year.

Having published the new Guidelines, my Department is now identifying any necessary 
legislative changes that may be required to further improve standards. 

This review will involve examining relevant legislation to ensure that existing laws and 
international best practice, as well as the views of stakeholders, are taken into account. Any 
amendments to the Act will be dependent on the outcome of this review.  This work is ongoing 
and will continue throughout 2019.

Examples of matters that will be considered include whether the definition of a dog breeding 
establishment should be changed to reference three rather than six breeding bitches, whether 
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there should be more offences introduced, or whether there should be an overall cap on the 
number of dogs in an establishment. These and other points need to be considered further dur-
ing the year to ensure an appropriate approach is taken.

Regional Development Initiatives

03/04/2019WRB0070089. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the sta-
tus of the Atlantic economic corridor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15236/19]

03/04/2019WRB00800Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Programme for a Partnership Government and the Action Plan for Rural 
Development both commit to progressing the Atlantic Economic Corridor initiative to create an 
economic area of scale along the western seaboard. 

The initiative aims to maximise the assets of the region and to better utilise the economic 
hubs, clusters and catchments of the area to attract investment, support job creation and contrib-
ute to an improved quality of life for people who live in the region.  

The Atlantic Economic Corridor Taskforce was established in March 2017 to oversee and 
progress the initiative. The Taskforce, which I now chair, meets every quarter.  The Taskforce 
includes representatives of all of the key public and private sector stakeholders along the Cor-
ridor.

Three sub-groups have been established to support the work of the Taskforce, focusing on 
infrastructure, enterprise space and communications. These sub-groups meet twice each quarter 
and are currently implementing agreed work programmes with tangible results. 

My Department also provides co-funding for a dedicated AEC Officer in each of the 10 Lo-
cal Authorities along the Corridor.  This AEC Officer network is a resource to support the work 
of the AEC Taskforce and its sub-groups, as well as to promote the AEC concept more widely.  

This year, I have also provided the Western Development Commission with additional fund-
ing to strengthen the co-ordination of the AEC initiative and to develop a cohesive network of 
digital and enterprise hubs within the AEC region. Work on this project has already begun.

There have been significant private sector investment and job announcements along the At-
lantic Economic Corridor region in the last 12 months, which reflects the fact that the West of 
Ireland is an attractive place for employers and investors.  The work of the AEC Taskforce will 
further highlight the potential of the region for national and international investment.

03/04/2019WRB00850Action Plan for Rural Development

03/04/2019WRB0090090. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the progress to date of the town and village pilot residential occupancy scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15360/19]

03/04/2019WRB01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Action 
Plan for Rural Development includes a commitment to developing a pilot scheme to encourage 
increased residential occupancy in rural towns and villages.  I launched this initiative last Octo-
ber and announced that six rural towns had been invited to participate in the initial pilot scheme. 
The scheme is being led locally by the relevant Local Authorities, in close collaboration with all 
relevant stakeholders and with my Department.
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The 6 towns which were identified for inclusion in the pilot are:

1. Boyle, Co Roscommon

2. Callan, Co Kilkenny

3. Ballinrobe, Co Mayo

4. Banagher, Co Offaly

5. Castleblayney, Co Monaghan 

6. Cappoquin, Co Waterford

Funding of up to €100,000 each is being made available to the relevant towns to develop 
proposals to encourage town centre living.  This funding will be used by the Local Authorities 
to engage with communities and local businesses, and identify practical solutions to increase 
the number of people living in their towns.  

The towns are of different sizes and in different parts of the country, each with their own 
strengths and challenges.  Therefore, they may well come up with different solutions to meet 
the needs of their own area. 

I expect to receive a report from each of the Local Authorities by the middle of the year on 
the progress which they have made.  It is envisaged that the solutions identified could lead to 
the development of more substantive proposals for funding from the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund in due course.

Action Plan for Rural Development

03/04/2019WRB0115091. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to provide for an incentive programme to regenerate and renovate housing stocks in rural 
areas and small towns and villages. [15476/19]

03/04/2019WRB01225Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Action 
Plan for Rural Development includes a commitment to developing a pilot scheme to encourage 
increased residential occupancy in rural towns and villages centres.  I launched this initiative 
last October and announced that six rural towns had been invited to participate in the initial 
pilot scheme. The scheme is being led locally by the relevant Local Authorities, in close col-
laboration with all relevant stakeholders and with my Department.

The 6 towns which were identified for inclusion in the pilot are:

1. Boyle, Co Roscommon

2. Callan, Co Kilkenny

3. Ballinrobe, Co Mayo

4. Banagher, Co Offaly

5. Castleblayney, Co Monaghan 

6. Cappoquin, Co Waterford

Funding of up to €100,000 each is being made available to the relevant towns to develop 
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proposals to encourage town centre living.  This funding will be used by the Local Authorities 
to engage with communities and local businesses, and identify practical solutions to increase 
the number of people living in their towns.  

The towns are of different sizes and in different parts of the country, each with their own 
strengths and challenges.  Therefore, they may well come up with different solutions to meet 
the needs of their own area. 

I expect to receive a report from each of the Local Authorities in the first half of the year on 
the progress which they have made.  It is envisaged that the solutions identified could lead to 
the development of more substantive proposals for funding from the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund in due course.

Mobile Telephony Use

03/04/2019WRB0130092. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if he will provide a map of blackspots identified by broadband officers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3366/19]

03/04/2019WRB01400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): In 2017, officials from my Department, the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment and a small number of Local Authorities met to examine the 
potential for mapping mobile phone blackspots in Ireland. 

On foot of these meetings, an invitation was issued in late 2017 to all Local Authorities to 
provide data on 5 or 6 prioritised local blackspots, with a view to examining the potential for 
mapping mobile phone blackspots in Ireland.  The objective was not to compile a definitive list 
of blackspots across the country, but to identify areas of immediate priority for the purposes of 
testing an approach to the mapping of blackspots.  

While the exercise was informative, it was not comprehensive.  Of the 31 Local Authorities, 
only 17 returned data to feed into the exercise.  

ComReg has recently published a national map of outdoor mobile phone coverage for 2G, 
3G and 4G services for a range of providers. This map, which is available on ComReg’s web-
site, shows the quality and prevalence of mobile phone coverage right across the country for 
each provider.  It will prove to be a useful tool for consumers on the services available in their 
areas.

Question No. 93 answered with Question No. 80.

Question No. 94 answered with Question No. 87.

Insurance Coverage

03/04/2019WRB0170095. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans to provide insurance cover for farmers on whose land there are greenways and other 
walkways. [15477/19]

03/04/2019WRB01800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport has policy responsibility for greenways.  The Minister is also 
responsible for the National Trail Office, which holds an insurance policy covering approved 
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National Way-Marked Ways and Looped Walks, including walks covered by my Department’s 
Walks Scheme. 

My Department makes a contribution towards the cost of this policy, which provides land-
owners with insurance against claims for loss or damage from recreational users of approved 
trails, and land adjacent to these trails.   

My Department has separately been working to develop a National Indemnity Scheme to in-
demnify private land owners in areas not covered by the approved trails in respect of the use of 
their lands for recreational purposes.  These tend to be in upland areas, mountains and common-
ages, where the natural terrain does not make it feasible to define trails or set pre-determined 
standards.  

This is a complex issue and the legal rights of landowners must be respected, while trying 
to facilitate access to their lands for recreational users on a permissive basis.  My Department 
has been advised that an indemnity scheme such as the one envisaged will require legislative 
provision.

My officials have been in contact with the State Claims Agency and have sought advice 
from the Attorney General’s Office on the proposed scope, roll-out, and the legal processes re-
quired to give effect to such a scheme.  Further contact between officials is likely to take place 
over the coming weeks on the matter.

Departmental Funding

03/04/2019WRB0190096. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
amount of grant funding allocated to County Westmeath in all schemes and programmes by his 
Department and bodies under its aegis since its establishment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15200/19]

03/04/2019WRB02000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment administers a range of programmes and schemes to support local communities.  Since 
its establishment in July 2017, the Department has allocated funding totalling €12,675,064 to 
projects in Co Westmeath under the following programmes and supports:

LEADER: €1,685,600.40

Town and Village Renewal Scheme: €1,048,000

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund: €600,000

CLÁR Programme: €476,214

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme/Rural Recreation Scheme: €1,605,634.20

Local Improvement Scheme: €1,379,980.63

Community Services Programme: €2,111,418.24

Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme: €2,328,294.10

Community Enhancement Programme: €440,087

RAPID Programme: €71,000
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Communities Facilities Scheme: €64,500

Volunteering supports: €345,600

Libraries Development: €205,516.95

Tidy Towns: €88,000

Local Authority Broadband Officer: €77,000

Digital Innovation Programme: €53,000

Local Community Development Committees: €95,218.74

In respect of the four agencies under the remit of my Department, Water Safety Ireland and 
the Charities Regulator do not provide funding to groups. The Western Development Commis-
sion provides investments and loans to small and medium enterprises, but does not distribute 
grant funding to projects. Pobal administers a number of schemes on behalf of Government De-
partments (including my Department). Funding for those schemes Pobal administers for other 
Departments is a matter for those Departments.

LEADER Programmes Funding

03/04/2019WRB0210097. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
level of funding committed to date under the 2014 to 2020 LEADER programme in County 
Meath; and if he is satisfied with the level of drawdown in County Meath under the programme. 
[15468/19]

03/04/2019WRB02200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The LEAD-
ER programme is administered in County Meath by the Meath Local Action Group (LAG). The 
LAG is the Meath Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) in partnership with 
Meath County Council and Meath Partnership CLG. The total amount of funding allocated to 
the county for the duration of the LEADER Programme is in excess of €6.9 million. 

To-date, 34 projects with a combined grant value of over €1.4 million have been approved 
by the LAG.  This amounts to almost 28% of its project budget.  A further 7 projects, with a 
grant value of €252,443, are at an earlier stage of the approvals process.

At the end of March, claims totalling €113,876 had been paid for projects in County Meath.  
However, payments will increase as project works are completed and claims for payment are 
submitted by the promoters. 

The level of project approvals represents an increase of approximately €450,000 over the 
last two months since I gave a commitment to the Deputy that I would further examine the de-
livery of the LEADER programme in County Meath. 

My Department has now reviewed the delivery of the programme with the Meath LAG 
and explored implementation issues with all of the delivery partners. Following on from this 
review, the LAG has reiterated that at least 80% of the project budget available in Meath will 
be allocated by the end of 2019. This would be consistent with the objectives of the programme 
nationally and I will be closely monitoring the achievement of this target in the coming months. 

03/04/2019WRB02250Action Plan for Rural Development



3 April 2019

21

03/04/2019WRB0230098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the degree to which he is satisfied regarding the benefit accruing to the community and 
rural sector arising from the various grant awards; his views on whether there is an opportunity 
for extension of benefit through the system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15446/19]

03/04/2019WRB02400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As Minister 
with responsibility for Rural and Community Development I note the substantial progress made 
by my Department to improve the quality of life for persons and communities throughout Ire-
land, both rural and urban.

My primary focus is to support the creation of vibrant, inclusive and sustainable communi-
ties across this country. This can be achieved through the implementation of programmes and 
initiatives that facilitate and encourage economic development through the creation of jobs and 
the infrastructure required to support those jobs, and to support our communities to become and 
remain desirable places to live, work and raise families. 

The Action Plan for Rural Development and the Framework Policy for Local and Com-
munity Development in Ireland have been the key policy initiatives that set out the ways in 
which Government aims to address disadvantage and how we can support both rural and urban 
communities across Ireland and improve the quality of life for those who live and work in these 
communities. 

The current Action Plan runs to the end of 2019 and consideration is now being given to 
future rural development policy.  An implementation plan for the Framework Policy for Local 
and Community Development in Ireland, published in 2016, is also currently at an advanced 
stage, as is Ireland’s first National Social Enterprise Policy.

I am confident that these plans will propose actions that will support rural economic de-
velopment and the local and community development sectors to continue providing valuable 
needed services and supports that will benefit both urban and rural communities.

In addition, Project Ireland 2040 will help breathe new life into communities across the 
country, providing access to recreational and leisure facilities, by increasing the attractiveness 
of communities to visitors and, most importantly, by supporting job creation and employment 
for people in both urban and rural areas. 

This includes the €1 billion being invested through my Department in towns and villages 
across Ireland through the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund. Some €86 million has 
already been allocated to projects under the Fund across the country and I look forward to see-
ing the benefits of these projects to communities when they are completed.

My Department is also committed to the successful delivery of a range of other schemes and 
programmes which are greatly benefiting rural and urban communities. Programmes such as 
LEADER, CLÁR, the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the Local Improvement Scheme, the 
Outdoor Recreation Scheme, the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme, the 
Community Enhancement Programme and the Community Services Programme have delivered 
funding and supports to numerous projects, many of which are identified and driven by local 
community organisations. 

My Department is committed to reviewing all of its schemes on an ongoing basis to ensure 
the benefits are maximised for local communities.
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Western Development Commission

03/04/2019WRB0250099. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of the operations of the Western Development Commission; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15233/19]

03/04/2019WRB02600Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Western Development Commission has achieved much since was it es-
tablished in 1999.  It now has an important role to play in supporting the Government’s objec-
tives for more effective regional development through initiatives such as the National Planning 
Framework, the new Regional Enterprise Plans, the Regional Spatial and Economic Strate-
gies, and the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) project.

The Commission will shortly launch a new 5-year Strategic Plan which will set out its main 
pillars of work over the coming years. 

The Commission has been allocated just over €2 million from my Department’s Vote for 
2019.  This represents an increase of €500,000 on their 2018 allocation. The additional funding 
which I secured for 2019 will allow the Commission to delivery its new Strategy and, in par-
ticular, to support the work of the AEC initiative and maximise the use of the Western Invest-
ment Fund.

The AEC project is a collaborative initiative, involving public and private stakeholders 
working together to maximise the strengths and assets of the cities and towns along our Western 
seaboard, from Donegal to Kerry, to attract investment, support jobs and improve the quality of 
life of those who live and work in the region.  The project is overseen by the Atlantic Economic 
Corridor Taskforce, which I chair. 

As the AEC initiative develops and grows, the importance of strengthening the collaboration 
between stakeholders and in communicating the AEC’s potential to investors is paramount.  In 
this context, the Western Development Commission has agreed to take on a co-ordinating role 
to support the work of the AEC Taskforce and its subgroups. 

Through the Western Investment Fund, the Commission implements initiatives to support 
the development of micro-enterprises SMEs and emerging sectors in the western region, includ-
ing a €2 million fund to encourage the film, television, animation and games industry in the 
West of the country.

Questions Nos. 100 and 101 answered with Question No. 80.

Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 66.

03/04/2019WRC00200Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

03/04/2019WRC00300103. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Taoiseach if he has spoken with President Ma-
cron since the last EU Council meeting. [15116/19]

03/04/2019WRC00400The Taoiseach: I travelled to Paris on Tuesday 2 April to meet with President Macron, at 
his invitation. 

Our discussions focused on developments relating to Brexit, in advance of the extraordinary 
meeting of the European Council on 10 April.

We also discussed bilateral relations between France and Ireland, which are excellent. 
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I will have the opportunity for further engagement with President Macron, and with my 
other EU counterparts, at the extraordinary meeting of the European Council in Brussels on 10 
April.

03/04/2019WRC00500Departmental Communications

03/04/2019WRC00600104. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach the details of each Government of Ire-
land branded information initiative in 2018 and to date in 2019 which carried out functions 
(details supplied), in tabular form; the level of expenditure for each such initiative; and if his 
officials were involved in providing instructions and advice in promoting each such initiative. 
[15668/19]

03/04/2019WRC00700The Taoiseach: In December 2017, a Government decision mandated the use of the Gov-
ernment of Ireland mark for external Government communications activities. The roll-out of 
the Government of Ireland mark is underway and has been adopted by Government Depart-
ments and Public Sector Bodies to ensure that citizens understand what messages are being 
delivered by Government.

Your question relates to the following categories:

- State services or welfare payments

- Public awareness on regulatory changes or public consultations

The following are the three campaigns relating to the above categories:

Campaign Cost Date
Treatment Benefits: Giving you more for your PRSI €3,000 November 2017
Self-Employed Benefits €76,717.71 February 2018
National Digital Strategy Consultation €1,232.46 October 2018

In each case, communications officials in my Department were involved in the running of 
these activities.

03/04/2019WRC00800Government Information Service

03/04/2019WRC00900105. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Taoiseach if his officials were involved in providing 
instructions and advice in promoting a video (details supplied); the detail of all such meetings 
that took place; and the funding provided for the video. [15669/19]

03/04/2019WRC01000The Taoiseach: The Government Information Service (GIS) in my Department, in line with 
the mandate to streamline whole-of-Government communications, issue advice and guidelines 
to Government Departments as requested. 

As the Regional Enterprise Plan is a cross Government programme, communications on it, 
including this video, were re-tweeted from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion’s twitter account (26th March). 

On further request from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (29th 
March), this video was posted to merrionstreet channels.



Questions - Written Answers

24

No meetings took place. 

This Department had no input to the funding for the video.

03/04/2019WRC01100Defence Forces Personnel Data

03/04/2019WRC01200106. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the inter-
national courses and conferences which members of the Defence Forces have participated in on 
behalf of the Defence Forces; and the cost and nature of the course or conference in each of the 
past ten years. [15522/19]

03/04/2019WRC01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): It has not been 
possible in the time available to compile all the necessary documentation requested by the 
Deputy. The information will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as possible.

03/04/2019WRC01400Consular Services

03/04/2019WRC01500107. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on a matter in relation to a fine for a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15558/19]

03/04/2019WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My De-
partment has made direct contact with the individual concerned to provide information on how 
to appeal this fine should she choose to do so.  

Our Embassy in Berlin has also been made aware of the case and can provide advice and 
assistance as required. Should she wish to pursue this matter through the German courts, a list 
of English speaking German lawyers will be made available.   

 My officials remain available to discuss this matter further with the citizen concerned 
should she wish.

03/04/2019WRC01700Government Information Service

03/04/2019WRC01800108. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his officials were involved in providing instructions and advice in promoting a video (details 
supplied); the detail of all such meetings that took place; and the funding provided for the video. 
[15670/19]

03/04/2019WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I con-
firm that my Department had no role or involvement in providing instructions, advice or fund-
ing towards the video to which the Deputy refers.

03/04/2019WRC02000Customs and Excise Staff

03/04/2019WRC02100109. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Finance the amount spent on customs and 
excise personnel at an event (details supplied). [15612/19]

03/04/2019WRC02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that atten-
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dance at events such as those referred to by the Deputy forms part of the range of compliance 
activities and interventions undertaken by them.  Officers attended as part of their normal work 
and no additional staff costs were incurred.

03/04/2019WRC02300Revenue Commissioners Data

03/04/2019WRC02400110. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if non-Government sports 
bodies have been the subject of a Revenue Commissioners audit and-or investigations in the 
past 25 years; the number of investigations that have occurred in respect of same; the number 
of settlements reached; the number of contested liabilities; the name of each organisation in 
receipt of public funds that the Revenue Commissioners have made settlements with and con-
tested revenue owed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15611/19]

03/04/2019WRC02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that section 
851A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 prevents it from commenting on the tax affairs of 
any taxpayer, or from providing information which might directly or indirectly identify a tax-
payer.

Revenue has also confirmed that the tax affairs of sporting bodies are monitored and risk-
ranked in the same way as all other taxpayers. The types of interventions carried out are de-
termined by the level of risk identified and the overall compliance behaviour involved. The 
intervention types typically range from light touch Aspect Queries up to Investigations in cases 
of suspected serious tax and duty evasion. Full details of Revenue’s suite of compliance inter-
ventions are set out in Chapter 2 of the Code of Practice for Revenue Audit and other Compli-
ance Interventions.

It is not possible for Revenue to provide the exact information requested by the Deputy as 
data is not held in a manner, which separately identifies Government supported sporting bod-
ies from non-supported bodies. Revenue has however provided information in the following 
table on the numbers of interventions concluded during the past four years on entities involved 
in sporting activities, whether Government funded or not. The information is broken down by 
intervention type and by the numbers/percentages that were found to have tax liabilities. 

Year Intervention Type Number Closed Number Yielding % Yielding
2015 Aspect Query 407 73 18
 Profile Interview 5 1 20
 Audit 44 28 64
 Totals 456 102 22
     
2016 Aspect Query 391 85 22
 Profile Interview 6 2 33
 Audit 33 25 76
 Totals 430 112 26
     
2017 Aspect Query 348 77 22
 Profile Interview 22 10 45
 Audit 37 22 59
 Totals 407 109 27
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Year Intervention Type Number Closed Number Yielding % Yielding
2018 Aspect Query 337 92 27
 Profile Interview 44 8 18
 Audit 25 13 52
 Totals 406 113 28

03/04/2019WRC02600Public Sector Staff Retirements

03/04/2019WRC02700111. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the reason it was considered appropriate to force a small cohort to retire ahead of others (details 
supplied); if there are provisions available in order that those who want to continue in their em-
ployment may do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15528/19]

03/04/2019WRC02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 5 Decem-
ber 2017 the Government made a Decision to increase the compulsory retirement age to 70, 
for public servants recruited prior to 1 April 2004. Primary legislation was necessary in order 
to bring that change into effect. It was made clear at the time that until such legislation was 
enacted, the compulsory retirement age of 65, which applied to the vast majority of this cohort, 
remained in effect and pre-2004 public servants reaching that age would be required to retire.

I made special interim arrangements for the cohort of public servants who reached their 
compulsory retirement age of 65 after the Government Decision because, while they would be 
aware of the Government’s decision, they would be unable to avail of it.  Those arrangements, 
clearly conveyed to all concerned, permitted these individuals to be rehired post-retirement for 
a period of 1 year until they reached the age of eligibility for the State Pension (Contributory).  
Without that special arrangement, they would have been required to cease working on reaching 
the age of 65.

The Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018 was enacted on 26 De-
cember 2018. Under the Act, any relevant public servant who had not already reached their 
compulsory retirement age of 65 before that date has a new compulsory retirement age of 70.  
Enactment of the legislation had no effect on those public servants who retired at 65 prior to 
the 26 December 2018 and who availed of a one year contract under the interim arrangements.  
The terms of their contracts continue to apply and they will cease working when they reach the 
age of 66.

Section 3A(6) of the Public Service Superannuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004 
was inserted by Section 3 of the Public Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018.  
It provides that I, as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, within three months of the 
passing of the Act, would prepare and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the public servants 
who were forced to retire between 6 December 2017 and the commencement of the Act, due 
to reaching the age of 65 years, and on potential remedies to assist this cohort of worker.  This 
Report was laid before the Oireachtas on the 26 March 2019 and is publicly available on the 
Oireachtas and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform websites.

Whenever legislation is enacted to implement a change in policy, there has to be a dividing 
line between those who are affected by the change and those who are not.  There are always 
people who will not benefit because they miss the deadline by a matter of days or weeks.  Hav-
ing considered all of the issues in the Report, I am satisfied that the interim arrangements were 
an appropriate temporary policy response at the time of the Government Decision pending en-
actment of the legislation.  The terms of those arrangements were clear, unambiguous and made 
known to those who availed of them.  Accordingly, as set out in the report, I do not propose to 
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make any changes to those terms.

03/04/2019WRC02900Special Areas of Conservation Designation

03/04/2019WRC03000112. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the required approvals will be applied for a special area of conservation in order to remove the 
build-up of silt on the mud flats outside the sluices gates and open a channel to deep water at 
a location (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15602/19]

03/04/2019WRC03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for the maintenance of Arte-
rial Drainage Schemes and catchment drainage schemes designated under the Arterial Drainage 
Acts of 1945 and 1995.  

The sluice gates referred to by the Deputy forms part of the River Maine Catchment Drain-
age Scheme for which the OPW has maintenance responsibility. 

Staff from the OPW inspected the sluices in October 2018 and found them to be in proper 
repair and operating effectively. The sluice gates will be inspected again at low tide to see if a 
build-up of silt on the mud flats outside the sluices has occurred and is impeding the channel 
flow.

03/04/2019WRC03200Departmental Policy Functions

03/04/2019WRC03300113. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there is a bullying and harassment policy in his Department. [15421/19]

03/04/2019WRC03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): ‘Dignity at 
Work – an anti-bullying, harassment and sexual harassment policy for the Civil Service’ which 
came into effect from 20/02/2015 covers all of the Civil Service including the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform. 

The policy was developed in partnership between Civil Service management and staff 
unions and replaced the previous policy, ‘A Positive Working Environment’.  

The policy aims to promote respect, dignity, safety, and equality in the workplace. The 
policy makes it clear that all forms of bullying, harassment, and sexual harassment are unac-
ceptable and every member of staff has a duty to behave in an acceptable and respectful manner.

03/04/2019WRC03500Apprenticeship Programmes

03/04/2019WRC03600114. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to offer 
a higher rate of remuneration for persons aged 25 years of age and over who are pursuing ap-
prenticeships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15515/19]

03/04/2019WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
In order to be eligible to undertake an apprenticeship an applicant must be employed by a SO-
LAS approved employer and be at least 16 years of age.  In the case of craft apprenticeships, 
throughout the on-the-job training phases apprentices are paid the normal apprentice wage rate 
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by their employer.  The rates of pay for qualified craft workers are agreed between employer 
bodies and unions.  Rates vary between occupations and sectors but in all cases apprenticeship 
rates are expressed as a proportion of the qualified rate, increasing yearly from 33% of the qual-
ified rate in year one to 90% in year four.  The Government has no role in this process.  Training 
allowances paid during off-the-job phases reflect the rates paid by employers on the job.

There are no plans to offer a higher rate of remuneration for persons aged 25 years of age 
and over who are pursuing apprenticeships.

03/04/2019WRC03800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/04/2019WRC03900115. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a devolved grant for the provision of four new special needs classrooms at a school 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15517/19]

03/04/2019WRC04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Funding has been approved 
for the project referred to by the Deputy to provide a new 4 classroom SEN Base. A letter con-
firming same is being finalised at present. This letter is expected to issue shortly to the School 
Authority, to whom the project will be devolved for delivery.

03/04/2019WRC04100Schools Building Projects Data

03/04/2019WRC04200116. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stages of 
building of each of the schools due funding from the 2016-2021 capital plan; if each of the 
projects are on schedule; the schools and the status of each, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15520/19]

03/04/2019WRC04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the current status of the building projects included in my Department’s Construction Pro-
gramme is available on my Department’s website and this is updated regularly. A further up-
date will be available on the website within the coming days. The timing of the delivery of the 
building projects vary and depends on a number of factors, including the availability of sites 
and securing the statutory consents including planning permission, fire and disability access 
certifications.

03/04/2019WRC04400Capitation Grants

03/04/2019WRC04500117. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for the 
capitation grant to be restored to €200 per pupil for primary schools; his further plans to in-
crease the figure of €170 per pupil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15521/19]

03/04/2019WRC04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I fully recognise the need to 
improve capitation funding for schools.

I am pleased to have been able to provide for a 5% increase in capitation funding for pri-
mary and post primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year. Over 
the course of the school year 2019/20, an additional €10 million will be allocated to primary and 
post primary schools, of which €4 million will be allocated in 2019.

I must be prudent in the context of ongoing budgetary pressures and I have to prioritise 
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where it is not possible to do everything that I would like to do in the Education Sector in any 
one year especially in the light of increasing enrolments. 

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

03/04/2019WRC04700School Accommodation Provision

03/04/2019WRC04800118. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a new school for an area (details supplied) in Dublin 11; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15545/19]

03/04/2019WRC04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers opened in September 2017 to serve the Scribblestown-Finglas West school planning 
area. The school is currently accommodated in temporary accommodation pending delivery of 
the school’s permanent accommodation. 

In this regard, my Department is currently finalising the project brief with the aim of pro-
gressing the project into the architectural planning process. My Department will be in direct 
contact with the school when this process has been finalised.

03/04/2019WRC05000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/04/2019WRC05100119. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a series of 
matters in relation to special classes in schools for children with special needs (details supplied) 
will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15546/19]

03/04/2019WRC05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 
This includes taking account of the flow of students from primary into post primary. The Coun-
cil ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been 
identified as needing special class placements. 

160 new special classes have been opened for the 2018/19 school year, which means there 
are now 1,459 special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011. Of these, 321 are Post Primary 
ASD special classes, compared to 72 in 2011. 

Individual school boards of management are responsible for the establishment of special 
classes.  It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class. In de-
ciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the current and 
projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.  In this 
regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to finding 
the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) who are locally based are available to assist 
and advise parents whose children have special needs.  They also assist and advise schools in 
making decisions in this area.
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From time to time, the NCSE identifies local areas where additional special class provision 
is required. In those circumstances, Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) work with 
the schools and families concerned to resolve the issues involved. This process is ongoing and 
the NCSE are actively engaging with schools in relation to establishing ASD classes where 
there is an identified need for the 2019/2020 school year.

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that there is appropriate plan-
ning in place to ensure that all children who require special class placements can access such 
placements in schools within their communities. A Working Group, chaired by the NCSE, has 
been established to put in place a new working protocol to ensure that there is effective pro-
active planning and timely delivery of specialist educational places for students.

My Department is aware that the establishment of special provision in some schools and 
communities can be challenging.  The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 will assist in 
addressing this issue in areas where the NCSE is of the opinion that there is insufficient educa-
tion provision for children with special educational needs. 

Section 8 of the Act provides the Minister with a power, after a process of consultation with 
the NCSE, the board of management and the patron of the school, to compel a school to make 
additional provision for the education of children with special educational needs.

I recognise the need to improve capitation funding for schools. The range of capitation 
grants, including post primary special class grants, were among the many grants considered as 
part of the Budget 2019 process.  As the Deputy will be aware, there are many funding pressure 
points within education. 

I was pleased to provide for a 5% increase in funding for capitation for primary and post 
primary schools that will apply from the start of the 2019/20 school year. Over the course of the 
school year 2019/20, an additional €10 million will be allocated to primary and post primary 
schools, of which €4 million will be allocated in 2019.

It is my intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

03/04/2019WRC05300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

03/04/2019WRC05400120. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he 
is taking to increase the number of ASD places at secondary school level; the further steps he 
is taking to ensure secondary schools have enough ASD places; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15563/19]

03/04/2019WRC05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Individual school boards of 
management are responsible for the establishment of special classes.  It is open to any school 
to make application to the National Council for Special education (NCSE) to establish a special 
class. 

The  NCSE, an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, coor-
dinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. This 
includes taking account of the flow of students from primary into post primary. The Council 
ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identi-
fied as needing special class placements. 

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the current 
and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.  In 
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this regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to 
finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

160 new special classes have been opened for the 2018/19 school year, which means there 
are now 1,459 special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011. Of these, 321 are Post Primary 
ASD special classes, compared to 72 in 2011. 

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) who are locally based are available to assist 
and advise parents whose children have special needs.  They also assist and advise schools in 
making decisions in this area.

From time to time, the NCSE identifies local areas where additional special class provision 
is required. In those circumstances, Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) work with 
the schools and families concerned to resolve the issues involved. This process is ongoing and 
the NCSE are actively engaging with schools in relation to establishing ASD classes where 
there is an identified need for the 2019/2020 school year.

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that there is appropriate plan-
ning in place to ensure that all children who require special class placements can access such 
placements in schools within their communities. A Working Group, chaired by the NCSE, has 
been established to put in place a new working protocol to ensure that there is effective pro-
active planning and timely delivery of specialist educational places for students.

My Department is aware that the establishment of special provision in some schools and 
communities can be challenging.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 will assist in addressing this issue in areas 
where the NCSE is of the opinion that there is insufficient education provision for children with 
special educational needs. 

Section 8 of the Act provides the Minister with a power, after a process of consultation with 
the NCSE, the board of management and the patron of the school, to compel a school to make 
additional provision for the education of children with special educational needs.

03/04/2019WRC05600School Placement

03/04/2019WRC05700121. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a post-
primary school place will be allocated to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15567/19]

03/04/2019WRC05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 
This includes taking account of the flow of students from primary into post primary. The Coun-
cil ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been 
identified as needing special class placements. 

160 new special classes have been opened for the 2018/19 school year, which means there 
are now 1,459 special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011. Of these, 321 are Post Primary 
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ASD special classes, compared to 72 in 2011. 

Individual school boards of management are responsible for the establishment of special 
classes.  It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class. In de-
ciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the current and 
projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.  In this 
regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to finding 
the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) who are locally based are available to assist 
and advise parents whose children have special needs.  They also assist and advise schools in 
making decisions in this area.

From time to time, the NCSE identifies local areas where additional special class provision 
is required. In those circumstances, Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) work with 
the schools and families concerned to resolve the issues involved. This process is ongoing and 
the NCSE are actively engaging with schools in Kildare in relation to establishing ASD classes 
where there is an identified need for the 2019/2020 school year.

My Department continues to work with the NCSE to ensure that there is appropriate plan-
ning in place to ensure that all children who require special class placements can access such 
placements in schools within their communities. A Working Group, chaired by the NCSE, has 
been established to put in place a new working protocol to ensure that there is effective pro-
active planning and timely delivery of specialist educational places for students.

My Department is aware that the establishment of special provision in some schools and 
communities can be challenging.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 will assist in addressing this issue in areas 
where the NCSE is of the opinion that there is insufficient education provision for children with 
special educational needs. 

Section 8 of the Act provides the Minister with a power, after a process of consultation with 
the NCSE, the board of management and the patron of the school, to compel a school to make 
additional provision for the education of children with special educational needs.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a placement for a particular child, I have ar-
ranged for the Deputy’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education 
for direct reply.

03/04/2019WRC05900Schools Data

03/04/2019WRC06000122. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of sec-
ondary school places available in Waterford city and county by school, in tabular form; the 
number of secondary school pupils attending secondary schools in Waterford city and county 
by school, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15572/19]

03/04/2019WRC06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The spreadsheet in the follow-
ing link contains the information requested by the Deputy regarding the number of secondary 
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school pupils attending secondary schools in Waterford city and county.

The Capital Programme  provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if re-
quired, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an addi-
tional teacher has been appointed. In this regard, I can confirm that my Department has recent-
ly received applications for such funding from two Post Primary schools in Waterford. These 
applications will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authorities when the 
assessment process has been completed.

School Places in Waterford

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/92CCC236266785A9802583D100
5B8595/$File/PQ%2015572.xlsx?openelement”>Table</a>]

03/04/2019WRD00200Schools Establishment

03/04/2019WRD00300123. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a school 
development plan for Waterford city and county to adapt to the growing needs for school places 
in line with population trends; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15573/19]

03/04/2019WRD00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exer-
cises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools 
across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and 
delivery of the necessary infrastructure. 

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

While the announcement did not include a new school for Waterford, the requirement for 
new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will have regard for the in-
creased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF). As with other school planning areas 
nationwide, the demographic data for the school planning areas in Waterford is being kept un-
der ongoing review by my Department to take account of updated data. 

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department is included among the prescribed bodies to 
whom local authorities are statutorily obliged to send draft development and local area plans 
or proposed variations to development plans for comment and observations. This enables local 
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authorities to reserve future school sites in areas designated for proposed housing development. 
My Department is currently engaged with the Waterford City and County Council in relation to 
population development around the Waterford City area.

My Department’s capital programme prioritises building projects for areas where significant 
additional school places are required. Details of the current status of the 5 major school projects 
(primary and post-primary) in County Waterford that are included on the capital programme 
may be viewed on my Department’s website www.education.gov.ie.

03/04/2019WRD00500Schools Amalgamation

03/04/2019WRD00600124. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a mat-
ter regarding the proposed amalgamation of schools (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15587/19]

03/04/2019WRD00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware the 
decision making authority for any amalgamation is the Patron/Trustees of the schools, and this 
is subject to the approval of my Department.

Any proposed amalgamation involves extensive negotiations at local level and must be well 
planned and managed in a manner that accommodates the interests of students, parents, teach-
ers, local communities and contributes to an inclusive education system.  

My Department is aware of a proposal from the Patron body and has sought further informa-
tion in relation to the proposed amalgamation. On receipt of this information further consider-
ation will be given to the proposal.

03/04/2019WRD00800Institutes of Technology

03/04/2019WRD00900125. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a pathway 
for an application (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15591/19]

03/04/2019WRD01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Institutes of Technology are 
autonomous institutions within the meaning of the Institutes of Technology Acts 1992 to 2006. 
The management of their academic affairs including admissions criteria are matters for the 
individual institution concerned and the student should contact the relevant institution directly.

03/04/2019WRD01100Schools Building Projects

03/04/2019WRD01200126. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a new school 
building will be provided for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15592/19]

03/04/2019WRD01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design, which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Design Team is currently finalising the design to ensure that the new school building is 
a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the 
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current Building Regulations. The Design Team will then complete the tender documents and 
submit the Stage 2(b) report to my Department.

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) submission, my Department will revert to the 
Board of Management regarding the progression of the project.

03/04/2019WRD01400School Patronage

03/04/2019WRD01500127. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the pa-
tronage process will be opened for the new secondary school for Greystones and Kilcoole 
which was announced in April 2018 and is to be opened in 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15594/19]

03/04/2019WRD01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new post-primary school (to be established in 
2021) to serve the Kilcoole & Greystones school planning areas as a regional solution. This 
announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Department into 
the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon 
will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG).  Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG submits a report with recommendations to me for 
consideration and final decision.  The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations for 
all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

An Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to all parents which will allow them to make an informed choice 
about their preferred model of patronage for their child’s education. Parental preferences were 
previously collected based on direct engagement with patron bodies. 

The patronage processes for the new primary and post-primary schools to be established in 
2019 are complete and the patronage process for the remaining schools, including the school 
referred to by the Deputy, will also be run at a later date, significantly ahead of their due open-
ing. Updates in relation to further patronage processes will be announced on the OPPS website 
and the Department’s website (www.education.ie).

03/04/2019WRD01700Schools Building Projects

03/04/2019WRD01800128. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a plan-
ning application for a new school (details supplied) in Dublin 15 will be submitted; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15600/19]

03/04/2019WRD01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is included in the Department’s 6 year Construction Pro-
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gramme.  The project when complete will provide for a 1,000 pupil and a 4 classroom Special 
Needs Unit.  

The project will be delivered under the Department’s Design & Build Programme. This de-
livery programme uses a professional external Project Manager to progress the project through 
the relevant stages of architectural planning and construction.  

A tender competition to establish a Project Manager framework is nearing completion.

03/04/2019WRD02000Schools Building Projects

03/04/2019WRD02100129. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the situation 
regarding the building project for a new school (details supplied) in Dublin 15; if capital fund-
ing has been ring-fenced; when the new building will be open; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15601/19]

03/04/2019WRD02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s 6 year Construction Pro-
gramme.  The project when complete will provide for a 1,000 pupil and a 4 classroom Special 
Needs Unit.  

The school will be delivered under my Department’s Design & Build Programme. This de-
livery programme uses a professional external Project Manager to progress the project through 
the relevant stages of architectural planning and construction. 

A tender competition to establish a Project Manager framework is nearing completion. When 
appointed, the Project Manager will lodge an application for Planning Permission and progress 
the project through the relevant stages of architectural planning, tender and construction.

03/04/2019WRD02300Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Data

03/04/2019WRD02400130. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of atypi-
cal scheme permits for non-EU migrant fishers renewed in 2018; and the number issued in total. 
[15569/19]

03/04/2019WRD02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a total of 130 permis-
sions for seafarers were renewed in 2018 under the Atypical Scheme operated by the Irish 
Naturalisation & Immigration Service.

I am further advised by INIS that since the inception of the Scheme in 2016,  to date a total 
of 246 individuals permissions have been subject to renewal procedures under the provisions 
of the Scheme.

03/04/2019WRD02600Garda Expenditure

03/04/2019WRD02700131. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount spent on 
gardaí at an event (details supplied). [15613/19]

03/04/2019WRD02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate,  there has been an unprecedented level of investment in Garda resources across the 
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State in recent years. The budgetary allocation to An Garda Síochána for 2019 amounts to €1.76 
billion.

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is 
responsible for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána and for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of his identified operational demands.  
As such, decisions in relation to the effective and efficient use of resources are also a matter for 
the Commissioner. As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters. I understand that Garda 
management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities, so as to ensure their optimum use.    

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the costs incurred by An Garda Síochána for 
policing at the September 2018 event referred to by the Deputy amounted to approximately 
€7,610 (rounded). Of this total, I am advised that €6,080 was spent on overtime and approxi-
mately €1,530 was spent on Travel & Subsistence.

03/04/2019WRD02900Prompt Payments

03/04/2019WRD03000132. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of the implementation of the prompt payment code across the HSE; if it is being de-
layed; if so, the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15664/19]

03/04/2019WRD03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Un-
der the European Late Payment in Commercial Transactions Regulations public authorities 
must pay for the goods or services they procure within 30 calendar days of receipt of a valid 
invoice. Failure to do so incurs late payment interest. In addition to late payment interest, a sup-
plier is entitled to obtain a minimum fixed amount of €40 as compensation for recovery costs. 
With the development of the Prompt Payment Code, Ireland went one step further, requiring 
public authorities to pay for goods and services within 15 days. 

In 2017 formal arrangements were put in place to augment the existing operation of Prompt 
Payments Code in line with the Government’s commitment to address the issue of late pay-
ment, to provide cash flow certainty to small business and to aid the creation and maintenance 
of jobs. This included a commitment that public sector bodies would pay late payment interest 
and compensation costs automatically after 30 days without an obligation on the provider to 
request such a payment. 

At that time, it was agreed to grant the Health Service Executive (HSE) a derogation for a 
period of two years from the commitment to automatic payment of compensation costs. The 
purpose of this derogation was to enable the reconfiguration of the HSE financial systems.

This derogation could not and did not exclude the HSE from its statutory obligation to pay, 
on foot of a claim from a supplier, late payment interest and compensation costs in cases where 
payment has been made outside the statutory limit. The derogation relates only to automatic 
payment of interest.

Based on a business case submitted by the HSE outlining the progress it has already made, 
and its commitment for future progress in developing standard payment processes, the Govern-
ment has decided to grant approval for the extension of the derogation by a further two years.

The HSE remains obliged to engage with the reporting requirements under Prompt Pay-
ments Code and to report to the Department of Health on its payment performance.
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03/04/2019WRD03200Innovation Vouchers Initiative

03/04/2019WRD03300133. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applications to the innovation voucher scheme of Enterprise Ireland by county in 
each of the years 2010 to 2018; the number of eligible and ineligible applications, respectively; 
the funds allocated to the scheme in each such year including to date in 2019; and the amount 
subsequently expended in each year in tabular form. [15665/19]

03/04/2019WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
John Halligan): The Enterprise Ireland Innovation Voucher Initiative was introduced in 2007 
in order to drive an on-going innovation culture shift within small enterprise by promoting 
and encouraging knowledge transfer between Ireland’s public knowledge providers and the 
small business community and creating greater synergies between the two.  Under the initiative, 
vouchers worth €5,000 are allocated to small businesses whose proposals to work with public 
knowledge providers on specific innovation issues meet certain criteria.

 The Innovation Voucher Programme has been running successfully since its inception and it 
is planned to continue the programme as long as the demand justifies it and it continues to meet 
a need in the small business sector.

 It is not possible to supply numbers of all applications for vouchers as only those that pass 
basic eligibility criteria are recorded on Enterprise Ireland’s database. Vouchers are awarded 
following a review of both the eligibility of the applicant and the proposed research question 
and typically about 80% of applications are successful.  The main reasons for applications 
failing to be approved are; non-eligibility of the applicant, insufficient information, ineligible 
activity and low levels of innovation.

 The number of innovation vouchers awarded by county in each of the years 2010 to 2018 
is set out in the following table. 

County 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010
Carlow 34 20 17 31 20 29 11 9 19
Cavan 19 18 11 18 14 16 8 10 14
Clare 13 14 21 16 13 12 25 15 21
Cork 125 127 97 122 108 119 67 64 92
Donegal 28 17 19 40 22 35 19 32 26
Dublin City & 
County

215 217 220 256 239 278 259 227 230

Galway 54 62 37 55 52 57 60 55 57
Kerry 26 16 18 14 26 29 19 20 24
Kildare 28 28 26 34 26 24 21 18 15
Kilkenny 37 30 32 35 50 36 10 24 16
Laois 7 9 5 4 12 11 6 5 14
Leitrim <5 5 5 9 9 13 10  <5 12
Limerick 35 40 30 32 32 32 46 34 26
Longford 7 5 7 5 11 <5 5 <5 6
Louth 23 23 21 29 18 18 17 19 29
Mayo 26 29 16 27 24 22 18 19 19
Meath 31 22 17 15 17 18 12 8 15
Monaghan 7 13 11 14 10 7 13 12 10
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County 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010
Offaly 11 12 12 7 9 5 10 18 14
Roscommon 13 6 7 8 15 9 11 16 10
Sligo 26 25 17 17 17 13 11 19 15
Tipperary 35 39 31 34 23 36 14 11 21
Waterford 42 82 76 63 64 76 40 35 76
Westmeath 8 <5 17 11 11 20 10 25 22
Wexford 47 54 45 33 42 55 28 28 23
Wicklow 16 26 27 23 27 33 17 18 27

 Applications are initially assessed by Enterprise Ireland against the following criteria:

- Whether the company is a limited company

- That the company in question does not have a current “Active” Voucher 

- That the company has not received more than the maximum number of Vouchers permit-
ted.  The maximum number of vouchers per company is three, one of which must be a co-
funded voucher between Enterprise Ireland and the company.

- That the company has received less than €300k funding from Enterprise Ireland in the 
previous 5 years.

- De minimus rule – ensures that the company has received less than €200k of State funding 
in the previous 3 years as per EU State Aid rules. 

 If the application satisfies the above eligibility criteria the application proceeds to an evalu-
ation. The evaluation of the application must demonstrate that the proposed activity requires an 
innovative solution which will have additional value and on-going benefits for the company. 
Each application is assessed against an agreed list of eligible and ineligible activities. The full 
list of eligible and ineligible activities is available on the Enterprise Ireland website at www.
innovationvouchers.ie.

 The value of the innovation vouchers issued each year and the value of the vouchers re-
deemed in each of the years since 2010 is set out in the following table. 

Year Value of IV’s issued €m Value of IVs redeemed €m
2010 4.3 2.6
2011 3.8 2.6
2012 3.8 2.5
2013 5.0 2.5
2014 4.5 2.6
2015 4.7 2.5
2016 4.2 2.9
2017 4.7 2.7
2018 4.6 2.7
2019, to April 2nd 1.3 0.7

03/04/2019WRD03500Consumer Protection
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03/04/2019WRD03600134. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
recourse persons have under consumer protection regulations with respect to car rental compa-
nies charging different customers for the same pre-existing damage while forgoing to actually 
repair the vehicle (details supplied); and the number of related complaints submitted to the 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission relating to such car rental issues in each of 
the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [15666/19]

03/04/2019WRD03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Deputy will appreciate that only the courts can authoritatively interpret and determine statutory 
provisions. The Consumer Protection Act 2007 which gives effect to Directive 2005/29/EC on 
Unfair

Commercial Practices provides in section 43 that a commercial practice is misleading if, 
first, it involves the provision of false information, or would be likely to cause the average 
consumer to be deceived or misled, in relation to a range of matters, including the usage or 
prior history of a product, the results and material features of tests or checks carried out on a 
product, and the need for any part, replacement, servicing or repair in relation to a product, 
and, secondly, it would be likely to cause the average consumer to make a purchasing decision 
that he or she would not otherwise make. Section 46 of the Act further provides that a commer-
cial practice is misleading if the trader omits or conceals material information that the average 
consumer would need in order to make an informed purchasing decision and the practice would 
be likely to cause the average consumer to make a purchasing decision that he or she would not 
otherwise make. 

The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) is the statutory indepen-
dent body responsible for the enforcement of domestic and EU consumer law in the State, 
including the enforcement of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 in relation to commercial prac-
tices in the car rental sector.  Section 9 (5) of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 
2014 provides that the CCPC is independent in the performance of its functions.  As investi-
gations and enforcement matters generally are part of the day-to-day operational work of the 
Commission, I, as Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, have no direct function in 
the matter.

If the Deputy has specific information that a car rental company is engaging, or has engaged, 
in the practice referred to in his question, he should submit that information to the CCPC.

As much of the car rental by consumers occurs outside their country of residence and as the 
main companies engaged in car rental operate on a trans-national basis, action to tackle anti-
consumer practices in the car rental sector needs also to be undertaken on an EU-wide basis. In 
response to an increase in complaints from consumers about car rental, in 2015 the European 
Commission and national consumer protection authorities in EU Member States, including 
the CCPC, engaged, through a common position, with the five leading car rental companies 
with a view to securing better compliance with EU consumer protection legislation. The five 
companies - Avis, Europcar, Enterprise, Hertz and Sixt - account for around two-thirds of all 
private car rentals in the EU. As a result of this engagement, the companies gave commitments 
on their commercial practices in a number of areas, including the procedures for inspection 
of vehicle damage and for handling of damage claims. The European Commission and the 
national consumer authorities agreed that they would continue to monitor the car rental sector 
closely. In March 2019, following further engagement with the national consumer protection 
authorities and the European Commission, the five main car rental companies agreed to change 
the way they present car rental prices in order to make them more transparent for consumers. 
These changes include a commitment to make clear in price offers the price and details of op-
tional extras, in particular the insurance waivers that reduce the amount due in case of damage. 
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This information should set out what is covered in the basic rental price regarding damage to 
vehicles, while any additional payments the consumer may have to make should also be clearly 
indicated. If additional insurance or damage waiver is purchased, what this does and does not 
cover should be clearly indicated before the consumer signs up for it. 

The Car Rental Council of Ireland which represents the main companies involved in car 
rental in Ireland has established a Code of Best Practice for the sector. This includes provi-
sions on pre-rental and post-rental inspection which require companies to provide customers 
with a written pre-rental inspection report and to give them an opportunity to check and agree 
the condition of the vehicle before signing this report. On the return of the vehicle, the Code 
provides that the company will inspect it in the presence of the customer and establish a writ-
ten post-rental inspection report that must be noted and signed by both parties. Both parties are 
required to record on this inspection form any new damage found that was not recorded on the 
pre-inspection report. Membership of the Car Rental Council is subject to acceptance of, and 
compliance with, the Code of Best Practice. Section 45 of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 
provides that a commercial practice is misleading if it involves a representation that the trader is 
bound by a code of practice and the trader fails to comply with a firm commitment in that code 
where the representation would be likely to cause the average consumer to make a purchasing 
decision that he or she would not otherwise make. 

Information on the number of complaints about car rental made to the CCPC since 2014 is 
set out in the following table. 

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 to date Grand Total
Volume 188 117 152 181 227 46 911

The Commission has advised me that in order to provide information on the number of 
complaints relating specifically to charges for pre-existing damage, it would have to review 
each complaint individually.  As such a review could not be undertaken in the time available 
to answer the Deputy’s question, I regret that I am not in a position to provide this information.

03/04/2019WRD03800Departmental Expenditure

03/04/2019WRD03900135. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the cost of making a video (details supplied) on regional enterprise plans; the Department that 
funded the video; the number of meetings she and senior staff had with accounting officers and 
with staff from other Departments including accounting officers that were involved in giving 
instructions and advice in promoting the video; and the details of all such meetings in tabular 
form. [15667/19]

03/04/2019WRD04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department commissioned the production of the video in question and will incur the full costs 
of same, amounting to €10,165.95 including VAT.  No meetings were held between me or my 
staff and accounting officers or staff of other Government Departments to take instructions or 
advice in the promotion of the video.

03/04/2019WRD04100Trade Agreements

03/04/2019WRD04200136. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
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the status of the ratification process for CETA; the number of member states that have ratified 
it; the status of the outcome of the recent opinion of the Advocate General of the ECJ on the 
compatibility of the investment court system with the European Treaties; and when the CETA 
agreement will be voted on by Dáil Éireann. [15671/19]

03/04/2019WRD04300137. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the European Union free trade agreements entered into since 2000 that have included a dis-
pute settlement mechanism based on the WTO dispute settlement mechanism, in tabular form. 
[15672/19]

03/04/2019WRD04400138. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
European Union free trade agreements entered into since 2009 which include investor to state 
dispute settlement mechanisms in trade and investment agreements, in tabular form. [15673/19]

03/04/2019WRD04500139. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of bilateral trade agreements entered into by EU member states since the late 
1960s which contain provisions to protect investments and investor to state dispute settlement. 
[15674/19]

03/04/2019WRD04600140. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
EU or national studies or research regarding employment growth, job creation and the increase 
in exports of goods and services as a direct result of EU free trade agreements from an EU and 
Irish perspective and other benefits accruing. [15675/19]

03/04/2019WRD04700141. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
EU free trade agreements that are in pre-negotiation phase; and the details of the impact assess-
ments with each such free trade agreement. [15676/19]

03/04/2019WRD04800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 136 to 141, inclusive, together.

The Common Commercial Policy, including trade, is an exclusive competence of the Eu-
ropean Union under the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union. The Lisbon Treaty 
extended this competence to cover foreign direct investment, as well as making the European 
Parliament a co-legislator alongside the Council on trade matters. The European Commission 
acts as lead negotiator on behalf of all EU countries regarding trade agreements with non-EU 
countries. Member States (in Council) approve negotiating directives (or mandates) before ne-
gotiations begin, are consulted as the negotiations proceed and have final approval at Council 
as has the European Parliament.

The EU’s suite of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) has evolved over time, from the ‘First 
Generation’ FTAs dating back to the 1970s which focused on tariffs for goods, to the current 
‘New Generation’ of FTAs which go beyond the reduction or elimination of conventional tariff 
barriers to include; non-tariff and regulatory barriers, services, investment, recognition of pro-
fessional qualifications, intellectual property rights, access to public procurement, regulatory 
cooperation, sustainable development, labour and environment.

The EU’s trade agreements differ depending on their content, with:

-  Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) supporting the development of trade partners 
from African, Caribbean and Pacific countries.

-  Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) enabling market opening with developed countries and 
emerging economies by granting preferential access to markets.
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-  Association Agreements (AAs) bolstering broader political agreements.

The EU also enters into non-preferential trade agreements, as part of broader deals such as 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreements (PCAs). 

Negotiations of all these trade agreements are conducted in accordance with the rules set out 
in Article 218 of the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union.

Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) are agreements which set the terms and conditions for 
investments between two states. Most BITs between EU member states (intra-EU BITs) date 
back to the 1990s when one or both countries were not yet a member of the EU. Their aim was 
to encourage investments by offering reciprocal guarantees against political risks which might 
negatively affect those investments.

Ireland is the only EU Member State with no BITs. A list of each EU Member State’s BITs 
can be found on the United Nations Conference for Trade and Development (UNCTAD) web-
site, and can be accessed at: https://investmentpolicyhub.unctad.org/IIA/.

EU Member States no longer conclude bilateral BITs, and MS BITs with third countries are 
superseded when new EU agreements with those countries are concluded. 

In relation to trade Dispute Settlement, Article XXIV of the General Agreements on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) – the principal agreement under which the WTO operates - provides for the 
establishment and operation of Free Trade Agreements between parties to the WTO. The EU is 
currently operating approximately 70 preferential trade agreements in place world-wide, repre-
senting 40% of total EU trade.

The WTO’s Dispute Settlement Mechanism (DSM) has been in operation since 1994 under 
the Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing the Settlement (Annex 2 to the main 
agreement). This mechanism provides an effective means of settling disagreements on whether 
a Member State has acted in conformity with its international obligations. This system of dis-
pute resolution has been an effective mechanism in resolving disputes at the WTO.

The European Union has included a dispute settlement mechanism based on the WTO DSM 
in all of its Free Trade Agreements since 2000. The principals of the WTO DSM are mirrored in 
the dispute settlement procedures within FTAs negotiated by the EU. The FTAs stipulate con-
sultation among the parties, referrals to a panel for arbitration, with a decision or recommenda-
tion issued on the substance of the claim. Decisions are binding with the losing party required 
to amend their trading practice and/or provide compensation to the injured party.

All EU-related FTAs are fully compliant with GATT and, in particular, Annex XXIV of the 
main agreement and Annex 2, the Dispute Settlement Mechanism. 

Since 2015, the European Commission has followed a new approach to investment dispute 
settlement. The Investment Court System (ICS) was introduced as the EU’s preferred invest-
ment dispute settlement mechanism in bilateral trade agreements to replace Investor-State Dis-
pute Settlement (ISDS), which was first introduced in the 1960s.  ICS was developed after a 
thorough consultation process which began in 2014 and involved the European Parliament, 
EU Governments and civil society at large. The development of ICS was a direct response to 
problems identified with ISDS. ISDS is a system based on the principles of commercial arbitra-
tion whereby parties who have a dispute appoint arbitrators who hear and resolve cases, often 
“in-camera”. The problems with ISDS included a perceived lack of legitimacy, inconsistency, 
and a lack of transparency.  ICS, by comparison, is based on the features of a permanent public 
domestic or international court including independent panel members and transparent and ef-
ficient proceedings.
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The ICS model was first presented in September 2015 and it was first included in CETA, 
signed in October 2016. Since then, ICS has been the EU’s preferred mechanism for resolution 
of investment disputes for inclusion in its Trade and Investment Agreements. The EU-Singa-
pore Investment Protection Agreement and the EU-Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement 
both include ICS.

As the EU-Vietnam IPA, the EU-Singapore IPA and CETA are agreements of “mixed com-
petence” – i.e. covers competences shared between the EU Commission and the Member States 
- they can only fully enter into force, including the CETA Investment Dispute Settlement ele-
ments, once each individual EU Member State has approved them in line with its own national 
procedures.

Insofar as the Deputy’s specific questions on CETA are concerned, CETA has been provi-
sionally applied since 21st  September 2017. The provisional application has allowed for the 
removal of customs duties, substantially improved access to the Canadian public procurement 
market, opened up new sectors of the Canadian services market, reduced regulatory barriers, 
and provided more transparent rules for market access.  The provisions within CETA which 
relate to areas of shared competence, between the EU and the Member States, including the 
Investment Court System (ICS) have been excluded from provisional application. This means 
that Ireland and the other Member States will not be bound by these provisions until they are 
ratified by all Member States in accordance with their national laws.

In 2017, Belgium requested an Opinion (1/17) from the Court of Justice of the European 
Union (CJEU) on the compatibility of the ICS in CETA with the European Treaties.  The Ad-
vocate General delivered his Opinion on this case on 29th January 2019, which found that the 
mechanism for the settlement of disputes is compatible with the EU Treaty, the FEU Treaty and 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. While this Opinion is not binding, 
and the final Opinion of the Court may differ, it is often an important indicator for the final rul-
ing.  The Opinion of the CJEU on this matter is expected on 30th  April 2019. My Department 
awaits this Opinion, which will inform my plans for ratification of CETA. To date, 12 EU Mem-
ber States have ratified CETA: Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

In relation to EU & National Studies on Free Trade Agreements, I can inform the Deputy 
that the European Commission published its second annual report on the implementation of 
trade agreements on 31st October 2018. The report covers 2017 and shows that trade under 
existing EU trade agreements grew in 2017.  For example, exports to South Korea increased 
by over 12%, exports to Colombia by more than 10%, and EU exports to Canada rose by 7% 
in the nine months following the entry into force of the EU-Canada Agreement.  EU agri-food 
producers are among the main beneficiaries of the abolition of customs duties, with strong 
export increases last year.  However, the report also found that European exporters could ben-
efit even more  from the opportunities offered by the Agreements in place.  As a result, the 
European Commission is increasing its efforts to inform and help EU companies, especially 
SMEs, to benefit from trade deals. The report can be accessed at: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/
doclib/html/157468.htm.

Separately, my Department has commissioned a study to examine the economic impacts 
for Ireland of EU Free Trade Agreements that were recently agreed or are under negotiation, 
including Korea, Japan, Canada, Mexico, Mercosur, Australia and New Zealand. The objective 
is to understand the impacts of these FTAs on the economy such as output, trade, employment 
and income. It will contain a range of recommendations to assist Ireland in capitalising on the 
benefits of the agreements and guide us on further actions to reduce barriers to implementation. 
This report is due to be completed by Q2 2019.
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At EU level, the European Commission regularly undertakes impact assessments of Free 
Trade Agreements. These assessments provide evidence and information to inform decisions 
on trade policy. Impact assessments identify problems and solutions; and describe the likely 
economic, environmental, social and human rights impacts of those solutions. For trade agree-
ments, they aim to address questions as to how negotiations will improve trade relations with a 
specific partner and what issues should be covered in the negotiations.  An impact assessment 
also includes an online public consultation of interested parties. The impact assessments are 
available at: http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/policy-making/analysis/policy-evaluation/impact-
assessments/.

On 18th  January 2019, the European Commission adopted proposals for “Negotiating Di-
rectives” – or Mandates – for its proposed trade talks with the United States; one on conformity 
assessment (making it easier for companies to prove their products meet technical requirements 
on both sides of the Atlantic), and one on the elimination of tariffs for industrial goods (exclud-
ing agricultural products). The Commission published the draft mandates at the same time as 
submitting them to the EU Member States.

The proposed negotiating directives are currently being discussed by Member States and 
if approved by Council, the finalised mandates would set the parameters for formal negotia-
tions to commence. However, it is important to note that these two mandates are of a limited 
scope, covering two distinct areas agreed in the July 2018 EU-US Joint Statement. They do not 
constitute a mandate for negotiations on a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement, which would 
involve negotiations across a far wider range of sectors and topics, including sustainable de-
velopment.  My Department has engaged directly with stakeholders in Ireland on the terms of 
these mandates which has informed our approach.  As these negotiations are sectorally-focused 
based on the July 2018 Agreement between Presidents Juncker and Trump, the EU will not be 
negotiating on agricultural products/access.

Finally, the tabular information requested by the Deputy is as follows:

Figure 1: EU Free Trade Agreements entered into since 2000 which include a dispute settle-
ment mechanism based on the WTO dispute settlement mechanism 

Title   Parties   Date of Signature   Date of Entry into 
Force   

Albania-EC Associa-
tion Agreement

EU, Albania 12/06/2006 01/04/2009

Algeria-EC Associa-
tion Agreement

EU, Algeria 22/04/2002 01/09/2005

Bosnia-EC Stabiliza-
tion Agreement

EU, Bosnia-Herze-
govina

16/06/2008 01/06/2015

Chile-EC Associa-
tion Agreement

EU, Chile 18/11/2002 01/02/2003

EC-Egypt Associa-
tion Agreement

EU, Egypt 25/06/2001 01/06/2004

EU - SADC EPA 
Group Agreement

EU, Botswana, Le-
sotho, Mozambique, 
Namibia, South 
Africa, Swaziland

10/06/2016 05/02/2018

EU - Georgia Asso-
ciation Agreement

EU, Georgia 27/06/2014 01/07/2016
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Title   Parties   Date of Signature   Date of Entry into 
Force   

EU - Japan Eco-
nomic Partnership   
Agreement

EU, Japan 17/07/2018 01/02/2019

EC-Jordan Associa-
tion Agreement

EU, Jordan 24/11/1997 01/05/2002

EC - Lebanon Asso-
ciation Agreement

EU, Lebanon 17/06/2002 01/04/2006

Mexico-EC Coop-
eration Agreement

EU, Mexico 27/02/2001 01/03/2001

EU - Moldova Asso-
ciation Agreement

EU, Moldova 27/06/2014 01/07/2016

EU-Montenegro As-
sociation Agreement

EU, Montenegro 15/10/2007 01/05/2010

EC-Morocco Asso-
ciation Agreement

EU, Morocco 26/02/1996 01/03/2000

EC-Macedonia As-
sociation Agreement

EU, North Macedo-
nia

09/04/2001 01/04/2004

EC-Serbia Associa-
tion Agreement

EU, Serbia 29/04/2008 01/09/2013

EU-Korea FTA EU, South Korea 06/10/2010 13/12/2015
CARIFORUM - EC 
EPA

EU, Antigua and 
Barbuda, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belize, 
Dominica, Grenada, 
Guyana, Jamaica, 
Saint Lucia, Saint 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, Su-
riname, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Dominican 
Republic

15/10/2008 Provisionally applied 
from 29/12/2008

EU-Cameroon In-
terim EPA

EU, Cameroon 15/01/2009 Provisionally applied 
from 04/08/2014

CETA EU, Canada 30/10/2016 Provisionally applied 
from 21/09/2017 [1]

EU-Colombia/Peru/
Ecuador FTA

EU, Colombia, Peru, 
Ecuador

26/06/2012 Provisionally applied 
between EU/Peru 
from 01/03/2013; 
between EU/Colom-
bia from 01/08/2013; 
between EU/Ecuador 
from 01/01/2017
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Title   Parties   Date of Signature   Date of Entry into 
Force   

EU-Central America 
Association Agree-
ment

EU, Costa Rice, El 
Salvador, Guatema-
la, Honduras, Nica-
ragua, Panama

29/06/2012 Provisionally ap-
plied between EU/
Honduras, Nicara-
gua, Panama from 
01/08/2013; between   
EU/Costa Rica, 
El Salvador from 
01/10/2013; between 
EU/Guatemala from 
01/12/2013

EC- Cote d’Ivoire 
EPA

EU, Cote d’Ivoire 26/11/2008 Provisionally applied 
from 03/09/2016

EU-ESA EPA EU, Comoros, 
Madagascar, Mau-
ritius, Seychelles, 
Zimbabwe

29/08/2009 Provisionally applied 
from 14/05/2012

EU-Papua New 
Guinea

EU, Papua New 
Guinea, Fiji

Signed by EU/PNG 
on   30/07/2009; 
signed by Fiji on 
11/12/2009

Provisionally applied 
between EU/PNG 
from 20/12/2009; be-
tween EU/Fiji from 
28/07/2014

EU-West Africa EPA EU, Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Cape Verde, 
Ivory Coast, Gam-
bia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, 
Liberia, Mali, Mau-
ritania, Niger, Nige-
ria, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Togo

December 2014[2] N/A

EU-Iraq Partnership 
and Cooperation 
Agreement

EU, Iraq 11/05/2012 Trade provisions 
entered into force 
provisionally on 
01/08/2012

EU-Kazakhstan 
Enhanced Partner-
ship and Cooperation 
Agreement

EU, Kazakhstan 21/12/2015 Provisionally applied 
from 01/05/2016

EU-Ukraine 
DCFTA[3]

EU, Ukraine 27/06/2014 Provisionally applied 
from 01/01/2016

EU-EAC EPA EU, Burundi, Kenya, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, 
Uganda

01/09/2016 by EU, 
Kenya, Rwanda

N/A

EU-Singapore FTA EU, Singapore 19/10/2018 N/A
EU-Singapore IPA EU, Singapore 19/10/2018 N/A
EU-Vietnam FTA EU, Vietnam N/A N/A
EU-Vietnam IPA EU, Vietnam N/A N/A
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Title   Parties   Date of Signature   Date of Entry into 
Force   

EU-Mexico Global 
Agreement Moderni-
sation

EU, Mexico N/A N/A

Figure 2: EU Free Trade Agreements entered into since 2009

Title   Parties   Date of Signa-
ture   

Date of Entry 
into Force   

ISDS Mecha-
nism   

Albania-EC As-
sociation Agree-
ment

EU, Albania 12/06/2006 01/04/2009 No

Bosnia-EC 
Stabilization 
Agreement

EU, Bosnia-
Herzegovina

16/06/2008 01/06/2015 No

EU - SADC 
EPA Group 
Agreement

EU, Botswana, 
Lesotho, Mo-
zambique, 
Namibia, South 
Africa, Swazi-
land

10/06/2016 05/02/2018 No

EU - Georgia 
Association 
Agreement

EU, Georgia 27/06/2014 01/07/2016 No

EU - Japan 
Economic Part-
nership   Agree-
ment

EU, Japan 17/07/2018 01/02/2019 No

EU - Moldova 
Association 
Agreement

EU, Moldova 27/06/2014 01/07/2016 No

EU-Montenegro 
Association 
Agreement

EU, Montenegro 15/10/2007 01/05/2010 No

EC-Serbia As-
sociation Agree-
ment

EU, Serbia 29/04/2008 01/09/2013 No

EU-Korea FTA EU, South 
Korea

06/10/2010 13/12/2015 No

EU-Cameroon 
Interim EPA

EU, Cameroon 15/01/2009 Provisionally 
applied from 
04/08/2014

No

CETA EU, Canada 30/10/2016 Provisionally 
applied from 
21/09/2017 

No-Investment 
Court System
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Title   Parties   Date of Signa-
ture   

Date of Entry 
into Force   

ISDS Mecha-
nism   

EU-Colombia/
Peru/Ecuador 
FTA

EU, Colombia, 
Peru, Ecuador

26/06/2012 Provisionally 
applied between 
EU/Peru from 
01/03/2013; 
between EU/
Colombia from 
01/08/2013;   
between EU/
Ecuador from 
01/01/2017

No

EU-Central 
America Asso-
ciation Agree-
ment

EU, Costa Rice, 
El Salvador, 
Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nica-
ragua, Panama

29/06/2012 Provisionally 
applied between 
EU/Honduras, 
Nicaragua, 
Panama from 
01/08/2013; 
between   EU/
Costa Rica, El 
Salvador from 
01/10/2013; 
between EU/
Guatemala from   
01/12/2013

No

EC- Cote 
d’Ivoire EPA

EU, Cote 
d’Ivoire

26/11/2008 Provisionally 
applied from 
03/09/2016

No

EU-ESA EPA EU, Comoros, 
Madagascar, 
Mauritius, Sey-
chelles, Zimba-
bwe

29/08/2009 Provisionally 
applied from 
14/05/2012

No

EU-Papua New 
Guinea

EU, Papua New   
Guinea, Fiji

Signed by 
EU/PNG on 
30/07/2009; 
signed by Fiji 
on 11/12/2009

Provisionally 
applied between 
EU/PNG from 
20/12/2009; 
between EU/Fiji 
from 28/07/2014

No
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Title   Parties   Date of Signa-
ture   

Date of Entry 
into Force   

ISDS Mecha-
nism   

EU-West Africa 
EPA

EU, Benin, 
Burkina Faso, 
Cape Verde, 
Ivory Coast, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Liberia, 
Mali, Maurita-
nia, Niger, Ni-
geria, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, 
Togo

December 2014 N/A No

EU-Iraq Part-
nership and 
Cooperation 
Agreement

EU, Iraq 11/05/2012 Trade provi-
sions entered 
into force 
provisionally on 
01/08/2012

No

EU-Kazakhstan 
Enhanced 
Partnership and 
Cooperation 
Agreement

EU, Kazakhstan 21/12/2015 Provisionally 
applied from 
01/05/2016

No

EU-Ukraine 
DCFTA

EU, Ukraine 27/06/2014 Provisionally 
applied from 
01/01/2016

No

EU-EAC EPA EU, Burundi, 
Kenya, Rwan-
da, Tanzania, 
Uganda

01/09/2016 by 
EU, Kenya, 
Rwanda

N/A No

EU-Singapore 
FTA

EU, Singapore 19/10/2018 N/A No

EU-Singapore 
IPA

EU, Singapore 19/10/2018 N/A No-Investment 
Court System

EU-Vietnam 
FTA

EU, Vietnam N/A N/A No

EU-Vietnam 
IPA

EU, Vietnam N/A N/A No-Investment 
Court System

EU-Mexico 
Global Agree-
ment Moderni-
sation

EU, Mexico N/A N/A No-Investment 
Court System

[1]   The Investment Court System is not comprehended by the provisional application of 
CETA.

[2] Except Nigeria, Mauritania and Gambia. Gambia signed on 9th August 2018 and Mau-
ritania on 21st  September 2018. Nigeria remains the only country of West Africa that has still 
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not signed the EPA.

[3]   This is part of the broader Association Agreement (AA) whose political and coopera-
tion provisions have been provisionally applied since November 2014.

03/04/2019WRD05400General Practitioner Services

03/04/2019WRD05500142. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will restore pay to general 
practitioners following cuts under FEMPI legislation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15570/19]

03/04/2019WRD05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): General practitioners are not employees of 
the HSE and are not paid a salary; they are private contractors providing services under contract 
on behalf of the HSE.

Under the General Medical Services (GMS) contract, GPs are reimbursed for a range of 
services they provide to medical card and GP visit card holders. GPs are remunerated for these 
services primarily on a capitation basis, with a range of additional support payments and fees 
for specific items of service.  GPs can also provide services to private patients if they wish. The 
arrangements and fees charged for such consultations are a matter of private contract between 
the patient and the GP and I have no role in relation to such private income for GPs.

As a consequence of the severe difficulties arising from the economic and fiscal crisis of 
recent years, between 2009 and 2013 a number of reductions were applied under the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009 (FEMPI) to the fees and allowances paid 
to healthcare professionals, including GPs who provide services under the GMS scheme.

Talks between the State and the IMO on the development of a package of measures and 
reforms to modernise the current GMS contract resumed in October 2018.  There has been in-
tensive engagement in recent weeks which has resulted in good progress being made, however 
there are a number of issues that remain to be finalised.   

Agreement on the delivery of service improvements and contractual reform would provide 
substantial benefits for patients and facilitate a very significant increase in the resourcing of 
general practice on a multi-annual basis. 

In line with the long-established approach to such processes, and by agreement of the parties 
concerned, I am not in position to give further details while engagement between the parties is 
under way.

03/04/2019WRE00200Mental Health Services Provision

03/04/2019WRE00300143. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the facilities provided and 
supported by the HSE for persons with dementia in Dublin 6, 8, 10 and 12. [15511/19]

03/04/2019WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRE00500Primary Care Centres Data
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03/04/2019WRE00600144. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the primary care centres in 
Dublin 6, 8, 10 and 12; the services provided within each; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15512/19]

03/04/2019WRE00700145. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health his plans for other primary 
care centres in Dublin 6, 8, 10 and 12 that are in conception, planning and construction phase 
and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15513/19]

03/04/2019WRE00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 144 and 
145 together.

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation 
of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRE01000Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

03/04/2019WRE01100146. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the waiting list to access CAMHS 
services by region, CHO; the length of time each person has been waiting; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15523/19]

03/04/2019WRE01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRE01300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

03/04/2019WRE01400147. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of children and ado-
lescents waiting for an initial mental health assessment by region and CHO; the length of time 
each has been waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15524/19]

03/04/2019WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRE01600Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

03/04/2019WRE01700148. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the rate of referral to additional 
mental health services following initial assessment for children and adolescents by the service 
they were referred to, the region and CHO. [15525/19]

03/04/2019WRE01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRE01900Hospital Services

03/04/2019WRE02000149. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans for a service (details 
supplied) in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the stage plans are at; the timeframe for introduc-
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tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15526/19]

03/04/2019WRE02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRE02200Nursing Homes Support Scheme

03/04/2019WRE02300150. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health when the legislative changes to the 
fair deal scheme to cap time charge on farm and small business assets will come into effect; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15536/19]

03/04/2019WRE02400151. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the ongoing delays 
regarding the legislative changes pertaining to the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15537/19]

03/04/2019WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 150 and 151 together.

The proposed policy change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap con-
tributions based on farm assets at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the 
productive asset, has been approved by Government. My Department is working on the de-
velopment of draft Heads of Bill while considering a number of complex ancillary policy and 
operational matters which may need to be addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. 

The General Scheme of a Bill has been drafted and we are currently working closely with 
legal advisers on advice and legal quality control. The focus on matters relating to Brexit, 
including planning and preparing in a legal and legislative context, has unfortunately had an 
impact on progressing the Heads of Bill. However, subject to legal advice, I expect to bring the 
Heads of Bill to Government in May. The changes to the Scheme will come into effect in 2019 
subject to the legislative process.

03/04/2019WRE02700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

03/04/2019WRE02800152. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health when the review of the system for 
setting nursing home prices under the nursing home scheme will be published.  [15538/19]

03/04/2019WRE02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of the pricing mechanism used by the NTPF, with a 
view to:
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- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for  providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents  with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Group was established to oversee and manage the pricing review. The Steering 
Group is chaired by the NTPF and includes representatives from the Department of Health and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER). As part of its work on the review 
the NTPF sought various inputs including external expertise and stakeholder engagement to 
inform the review. These inputs are being considered in detail.

I understand that the NTPF is now close to completing the report and it is expected that the 
Steering Group will be provided with a final draft very shortly. Once complete the report of the 
review will then be submitted to the Department of Health.

It is recognised that any change to any part of the Scheme must be considered in terms of 
the short- and long-term impact on the viability of the Scheme and accessibility of long-term 
residential care in general. It is therefore important that the relevant issues are considered thor-
oughly through the review process.

03/04/2019WRE03000Health Services Staff

03/04/2019WRE03100153. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the healthcare assistant role will 
be removed from the ineligible categories of employment for employment permits list on a 
controlled basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15541/19]

03/04/2019WRE03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The State’s general policy is to promote the 
sourcing of labour and skills needs from within the workforce of the State and other EEA states. 
Where specific skills prove difficult to source within the State and EEA, an employment permit 
may be sought from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation by an employer to 
hire a non-EEA national. It should be noted that the overall policy is that recruitment of workers 
from non-EEA countries should be a last resort and all other avenues should be first exhausted.

Ireland operates a managed employment permits system which maximises the benefits of 
economic migration while minimising the risk of disrupting Ireland’s labour market. It operates 
a list system for in-demand occupations (the highly skilled list) and those for whom a ready 
source of labour is available (the ineligible list).

Care workers (including healthcare assistants) are currently included on the ineligible list of 
employments. Changes to access to the Irish labour market for specific occupations via the em-
ployment permits system are made on the basis of evidence which involves research undertaken 
by the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs and the National Skills Council in tandem with an 
extensive public consultation process with Government Departments, agencies, industry and 
social partners invited to provide observations.

Retention issues in the State’s labour market should not be addressed through the deploy-
ment of the employment permits system. There would need to be a clear demonstration that 
recruitment difficulties are solely due to shortages and not to other factors such as salary and/
or working conditions.
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There has been engagement between the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion and my Department regarding the healthcare assistant role in this regard. My Department 
also met with the sectoral representatives and considered a business case in relation to this 
role. The sector has been advised that more evidence is required of the labour shortages rather 
than recruitment difficulties and to demonstrate full engagement with the Department of Em-
ployment Affairs and Social Protection.  On provision of the evidence required by the sector, 
this matter may be reconsidered further.

03/04/2019WRE03300General Practitioner Contracts

03/04/2019WRE03400154. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the new and revised general 
practitioner contract will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15543/19]

03/04/2019WRE03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Talks between the State and the IMO on 
the development of a package of measures and reforms to modernise the current GMS contract 
resumed in October 2018.  

There has been intensive engagement in recent weeks which has resulted in good progress 
being made, however there are a number of issues that remain to be finalised.   

Agreement on the delivery of service improvements and contractual reform would provide 
substantial benefits for patients and facilitate a very significant increase in the resourcing of 
general practice on a multi-annual basis. 

In line with the long-established approach to such processes, and by agreement of the parties 
concerned, I am not in position to give further details while engagement between the parties is 
under way.

03/04/2019WRE03600Health Services

03/04/2019WRE03700155. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the services provided to 
persons in County Kerry who suffer from Parkinson’s disease; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15553/19]

03/04/2019WRE03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRE03900Hospital Services

03/04/2019WRE04000156. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has not received their medical reports from the Mater Hospital; when they will receive 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15555/19]

03/04/2019WRE04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

03/04/2019WRE04200Medical Aids and Appliances Provision
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03/04/2019WRE04300157. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health when funding will be provided 
for a replacement wheelchair for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15556/19]

03/04/2019WRE04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRE04500Hospital Appointments Status

03/04/2019WRE04600158. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an emergency appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied).  [15557/19]

03/04/2019WRE04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

03/04/2019WRE04800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

03/04/2019WRE04900159. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health when he plans to pub-
lish the report on the pricing review of the nursing home fair deal scheme that was to conclude 
on 1 June 2017.  [15559/19]

03/04/2019WRE05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of the pricing mechanism used by the NTPF, with a 
view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for 
clients and the State and administrative burden for  providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and

- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents  with more complex 
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needs.

A Steering Group was established to oversee and manage the pricing review. The Steering 
Group is chaired by the NTPF and includes representatives from the Department of Health and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER). As part of its work on the review 
the NTPF sought various inputs including external expertise and stakeholder engagement to 
inform the review. These inputs are being considered in detail.

I understand that the NTPF is now close to completing the report and it is expected that the 
Steering Group will be provided with a final draft very shortly. Once complete the report of the 
review will then be submitted to the Department of Health.

It is recognised that any change to any part of the Scheme must be considered in terms of 
the short- and long-term impact on the viability of the Scheme and accessibility of long-term 
residential care in general. It is therefore important that the relevant issues are considered thor-
oughly through the review process.

03/04/2019WRE05100Hospitals Data

03/04/2019WRE05200160. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the number of elective surgeries 
and procedures cancelled by specialty at the Midlands Regional Hospital, Tullamore, in each 
month in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, by patient did not attend, self-cancellation and cancel-
lation by hospital. [15560/19]

03/04/2019WRE05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Maintaining scheduled care access for all 
patients is a key priority for hospitals. I fully acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for 
patients and their families when elective procedures are cancelled, particularly for clinically 
urgent procedures.  

The HSE’s annual service plan sets out the totality of Acute Hospitals’ Inpatient and Day 
Case Activity to be delivered in the year. The HSE advise that preliminary inpatient and day 
case activity in 2018 was 1,699,559. The expected inpatient and day case activity to be deliv-
ered in 2019 is 1,706,875. 

While very effort is made to avoid cancellation or postponement of planned procedures, the 
HSE advise that planned procedures and operations can be postponed or cancelled for a variety 
of reasons including capacity issues due to increased scheduled and unscheduled care demand, 
medical reasons, and patient choice. 

Furthermore, the planning approach for peak periods, such as winter, anticipates that in-
dividual hospitals do not book or schedule patients for non-urgent elective admissions and 
procedures to ensure that available capacity is focussed on the predicted increase in emergency 
admissions through HSE emergency departments during these periods. Usually this results in 
hospitals not booking, as distinct from actually cancelling, elective admissions and procedures. 

The HSE have further advised my Department that they do not collect detailed information 
centrally in relation to the reasons for cancellations and numbers per specialty.

However, some local information on cancellations may be available at hospital group level 
and I have asked the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group to provide the Deputy with a response 
based on the information available to them at the Midland Regional Hospital Tullamore.
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03/04/2019WRE05400Services for People with Disabilities

03/04/2019WRE05500161. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has been waiting a long time for an appointment with an organisation; when they will 
receive same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15561/19]

03/04/2019WRE05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.   

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRE05700Hospital Appointments Status

03/04/2019WRE05800162. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15562/19]

03/04/2019WRE05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

03/04/2019WRF00200Home Help Service Provision

03/04/2019WRF00300163. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if home help will be provided 
to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15564/19]

03/04/2019WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRF00500Health Services Provision

03/04/2019WRF00600164. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the resources being made 
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available in CHO8 for persons suffering from Parkinson’s disease; the available resources and 
the plans to expand services in this area in the future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15565/19]

03/04/2019WRF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Services are provided by the Health Service 
Executive based on clinical need and eligibility. The matter raised by the Deputy gives refer-
ence to a specific CHO I have referred out to the HSE for attention and direct reply.

03/04/2019WRF00800Services for People with Disabilities

03/04/2019WRF00900165. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce proof 
of disability as a form of identification (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15566/19]

03/04/2019WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): This issue is 
a matter for my colleague the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection. However, 
I understand that that Department does not currently have plans to introduce proof of Disability 
Allowance card.  The Department has responsibility for the Public Services Card (PSC). In this 
regard, the PSC is designed to replace other cards within the public sector - such as the free 
travel pass and the social services card of this Department - and to make it easier for providers 
of public services to verify the identity of customers. The issues raised by the Deputy are ac-
knowledged but it is not the intention to introduce a specific proof of disability card.

03/04/2019WRF01100Cancer Screening Programmes

03/04/2019WRF01200166. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health his plans to remove the 
BreastCheck unit from County Sligo in the near future; the reason this is the case; the reason 
patients based in the county are currently not being granted appointments in Sligo and are in-
formed instead to select between Castlebar or Letterkenny; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15571/19]

03/04/2019WRF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): BreastCheck located one of their mobile 
screening units in Sligo Town (at Sligo Rovers football ground) from July 2018. This mobile  
unit recently finished screening in Sligo, having invited all eligible women in the area to attend 
for  a free mammogram during the scheduled screening round. 

I would like to  reassure women that BreastCheck is not withdrawing any services in Sligo 
and  will return to the area in approximately 12 months time to invite women who are due breast 
screening to attend as part of the next screening round. 

If any  woman is unable to attend their screening appointment during the time the mobile  
unit is located in their area, they are offered an opportunity to attend for a  mammogram in the 
nearest screening location to them. They may opt to do this  rather than wait until the mobile 
unit returns to their area in the next  screening round. This allows them to receive a mammo-
gram as close as possible to  the time they were scheduled to attend for breast  screening.

03/04/2019WRF01400Hospital Appointments Status

03/04/2019WRF01500167. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied). [15576/19]
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03/04/2019WRF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

03/04/2019WRF01700Hospital Services

03/04/2019WRF01800168. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a bed at University Hospital Limerick in order to undergo further testing and ap-
propriate treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15579/19]

03/04/2019WRF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

03/04/2019WRF02000Medical Conditions

03/04/2019WRF02100169. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health if fibromyalgia will be categorised 
as a chronic, incurable and debilitating condition for the drug payment scheme or other schemes 
administered by his Department to assist in covering the costs of medication and treatment. 
[15580/19]

03/04/2019WRF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to advise the Deputy that the only 
community drug scheme which is illness based is the Long Term Illness Scheme (LTI). 

The LTI Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). 
The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; men-
tal illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular 
dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina 
bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of thalidomide. 

Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appli-
ances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that the LTI Scheme will be included as part of a review of the 
current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, 
to be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy. 

For people who are not eligible for the LTI scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.
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Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €124 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines. 

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.  

People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, 
which covers the cost of GP consultations.

03/04/2019WRF02300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

03/04/2019WRF02400170. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the planned date for completion of 
the cost and implementation plan for providing 7/7 child and adolescent mental health services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15581/19]

03/04/2019WRF02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRF02600Mental Health Services Provision

03/04/2019WRF02700171. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the mental health team 
for those experiencing homelessness operating at Parkgate Street, Dublin 8; if the service is 
open to new referrals; the number of persons availing of the service; the number of persons on 
the waiting list for the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15582/19]

03/04/2019WRF02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

03/04/2019WRF02900Proposed Legislation

03/04/2019WRF03000172. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the redrafting of the 
Mental Health Act 2001; the date the heads of Bill will be published; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15583/19]

03/04/2019WRF03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Expert Group 
Review of the Mental Health Act 2001, which was published in 2015, put forward 165 recom-
mendations. Approximately 70% of these relate to amendments to the 2001 Act.  The Deputy 
will be aware that Government approved plans to proceed with the general scheme of a bill and 
officials are working on the heads of this comprehensive amending bill which will legislate for 
the recommendations of the Review.

Draft heads of Bill are expected to be finalised in the coming weeks and submitted to the 
Mental Health Commission for detailed review. It is essential that the Mental Health Commis-
sion, which has a very significant and important role in overseeing the safeguards provided 
in the Act, has full input into the framing of the many amendments to be included in revised 
mental health legislation.
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Since the Expert Group Review was published three mental health amendment acts have 
been enacted.  The first was the Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2015 which updated the pro-
visions of the 2001 Act regarding treatment, in particular ECT. The second was the more recent 
enactment of the Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2018 which makes changes to the 2001 
Act regarding the definition of voluntary patient and which introduces guiding principles for 
adults instead of the principle of best interests. The Act also introduces guiding principles for 
children and refers to capacity within the meaning of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capac-
ity) Act 2015. It is important to point out, however, that the provisions of the 2018 amending 
act cannot be commenced until further legislative changes are made and the Decision Support 
Service, established under the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act is operational.  The 
changes in these two acts are based on a number of different recommendations of the Expert 
Group Review.

The third amending act is the Mental Health (Renewal Orders) Act 2018, which amended 
Section 15 of the 2001 Act following on from a Court of Appeal finding of unconstitutionality. 

In addition, changes to, or that have an effect on, the 2001 Act will be introduced as part of 
the new Deprivation of Liberty provisions currently being developed by my Department and 
also through changes proposed for the Child Care Act 1991.  Finally, there are four Private 
Member’s Bills published which seek to make changes to or that have an effect on the 2001 Act.

Many of the changes proposed in the various private members bills replicate recommenda-
tions of the Expert Group Review.

03/04/2019WRF03200Mental Health Policy

03/04/2019WRF03300173. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the redrafting of the A 
Vision for Change mental health policy; the timeline for the development and implementation 
of the new policy; when a clear cost plan is expected; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15584/19]

03/04/2019WRF03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The review process 
of ‘A Vision for Change’ policy in now nearing its completion. 

The review has been overseen by an expert committee, and the recommendations of the 
committee will be presented for Departmental and Ministerial approval in Quarter 2, 2019.

The final policy document will be published after these approvals have been obtained. 

In parallel with this approvals process, an implementation framework is currently being 
developed to realise the objectives of the reviewed policy over a ten year timeframe. 

Completion of the implementation framework will be dependent on a full analysis of the 
feedback from stakeholders and will include an estimation of costs following consultation with 
relevant stakeholders. 

A date for publication of this implementation framework has not yet been decided.

03/04/2019WRF03500Hospital Waiting Lists

03/04/2019WRF03600174. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the reason a planned opera-
tion for a person (details supplied) has been continually cancelled; when a new date will be 
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provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15585/19]

03/04/2019WRF03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

03/04/2019WRF03800Hospital Appointments Status

03/04/2019WRF03900175. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has not received an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15588/19]

03/04/2019WRF04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: 

- Equality of opportunity; and

- Improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRF04100Hospital Services

03/04/2019WRF04200176. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a lumbar MRI scan will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15590/19]

03/04/2019WRF04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
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been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

03/04/2019WRF04400Pharmaceutical Sector

03/04/2019WRF04500177. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a decision will issue in 
relation to the proposed regulations governing the work practices of qualified pharmaceutical 
assistants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15603/19]

03/04/2019WRF04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) 
Rules 2019 were developed by the PSI in accordance with Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 
2007, which also permits the Council to make rules as to: 

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and 

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On 8 March 2019, the PSI submitted the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary 
Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2019 to me for my consent, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Pharmacy Act 2007. 

Under the Pharmacy Act 2007, my role in relation to this process is limited to the consider-
ation of any such Rules once submitted for my consent.

As the Rules submitted to me are currently subject to legal challenge and I am a party to the 
proceedings I will not be commenting further on the matter.

03/04/2019WRF04700Health Services Funding

03/04/2019WRF04800178. Deputy Maria Bailey asked the Minister for Health the funding provided by his De-
partment and the HSE since 2016 for the treatment of Parkinson’s disease; the payments made 
to an association (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15604/19]

03/04/2019WRF04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
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es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRF05000Cannabis for Medicinal Use

03/04/2019WRF05100179. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health when the compassionate access 
programme will be in place. [15616/19]

03/04/2019WRF05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Good progress is being made in establishing 
the Cannabis for Medical Use Access Programme:

- clinical guidelines have been drawn up and published, 

- secondary legislation is being drafted to underpin the Programme, 

- cannabis products for use under the programme, once reviewed for suitable for medical 
use, will be published on an ‘approved list’ 

Background

The Health Products Regulatory Authority’s (HPRA) report ‘Cannabis for Medical Use – A 
Scientific Review’ recommended that if access to cannabis is to be permitted for medical pur-
poses, it’s use should only be initiated as part of a structured process of formal on-going clinical 
evaluation, in a limited number of clearly defined medical conditions, which have failed to re-
spond to all other previous treatments, and where there is at least modest evidence that cannabis 
may be effective.

All such patients should be under the direct supervision of an appropriately trained and ex-
perienced medical consultant. The specified medical conditions (medical indications) are:

- Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis;

- Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy; 

- Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

The purpose of the Access Programme is to facilitate access to cannabis-based products or 
preparations that are of a standardised quality and which meet an acceptable level of quality 
assurance during the manufacturing process.

Quality Standards for medical cannabis products

The Programme aims to facilitate access to certain ‘acceptable’ cannabis products which 
have not been authorised as medicines by a statutory Medicines Competent Authority. Such 
products are not subject to the same rigorous safety, quality and efficacy standards that are in 
place for medicines, nor are the producers subject to the same responsibilities as the marketing 
authorisation holders for authorised medicines. Therefore, whilst efficacy and safety data are 
not available for these products, it is crucially important to be assured, as far as possible, of the 
quality standards of these products.  
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Access to Medical Cannabis products

Availability of cannabis products that are of an appropriate quality standard and are af-
fordable to patients is critical in establishing the access programme. The Department is aware 
of only two countries, Canada and the Netherlands, who currently permit commercial export 
of cannabis products which meet acceptable quality control standards, beyond their borders. 
The Netherlands permits exports of cannabis dried herb products only, it does not permit com-
mercial export of oil-based cannabis formulations. Canada permits commercial export of all 
formulations of cannabis products for medical use.  

Department officials are working intensively on finding solutions to the supply of appropri-
ate products for Irish patients and maintain regular contact with their counterparts in Denmark 
and Canada. 

Ministerial Licence Access Route

Pending full operation of the Access Programme, doctors may continue to utilise the Min-
isterial licencing route to prescribe medical cannabis for their patients. Until suitable medical 
cannabis products are made available in Ireland, prescribers and their patients are sourcing the 
prescribed product from a pharmacy in The Netherlands, on foot of their medical prescription. 
It is intended that the Ministerial licence application scheme will continue to operate in parallel 
with the Cannabis for Medical Use Access Programme, after the programme becomes opera-
tional, for exceptional cases only where there is an unmet clinical need.

Department of Health Website 

The Department of Health website contains detailed information on medical cannabis, in-
cluding clinical guidance on the use of medical cannabis. It is updated in the event of new 
developments on the issue.

03/04/2019WRF05300Cannabis for Medicinal Use

03/04/2019WRF05400180. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if there will be changes to the li-
censing system to allow ill persons under the guidance of general practitioners to receive CBD. 
[15617/19]

03/04/2019WRF05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Cannabis is strictly controlled under the 
Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 to 2016, and the Regulations and Orders made thereunder.

The two most common active components found in cannabis oil are tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC) and cannabidiol (CBD). 

- THC is the principal psychoactive constituent of cannabis. Under the Misuse of Drugs 
legislation products containing THC are strictly controlled and possession is unlawful except 
under licence. 

- CBD is derived from cannabis. However, since it is not psychoactive it is not controlled 
under the Misuse of Drugs legislation, and does not require a Ministerial Licence. CBD oil is 
sometimes marketed as a nutritional or dietary supplement, however it should be noted that it is 
not authorised as a medicinal product in Ireland.

If a doctor wishes for a patient to access medicines containing CBD the products can be 
prescribed by the doctor for use by their individual patients under their direct personal respon-
sibility and supplied as unlicensed medicines. Once in receipt of a prescription, a pharmacy can 
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than assist a patient in sourcing the CBD product through a wholesaler authorised to import 
unlicensed medicines.

Cannabis products for use under the Cannabis for Medical Use Access Programme, once 
reviewed as suitable for medical use, will be published on an ‘approved list. This will include 
certain CBD products as outlined in the Department of Health’s Clinical Guidelines on Can-
nabis for Medical use, which is available on the Department’s website. 

Department of Health Website 

The Department of Health website contains detailed information on medical cannabis, in-
cluding clinical guidance on the use of medical cannabis and details on how a medical practi-
tioner may apply for a Ministerial licence.

03/04/2019WRF05600Services for People with Disabilities

03/04/2019WRF05700181. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his plans to include a branch 
(details supplied) in the personalised budgets pilot project; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15642/19]

03/04/2019WRF05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRF05900Hospital Appointments Status

03/04/2019WRF06000182. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
who has been graded as an urgent case will have hip surgery; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15645/19]

03/04/2019WRF06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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03/04/2019WRG00200Vaccination Programme

03/04/2019WRG00300183. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his views on the education 
available for users of the HPV vaccine; his further views on whether full information should be 
made available to all persons before they avail of the service (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15661/19]

03/04/2019WRG00400185. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason the Health Prod-
ucts Regulatory Authority, HPRA, is not reporting the figures of adverse effects of the HPV vac-
cine to the public (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15663/19]

03/04/2019WRG00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183 and 
185 together.

The Health Service Executive is committed to providing accurate information to parents 
about diseases, the vaccines to prevent them and potential side effects to allow them to choose 
whether or not to give consent to vaccination.  

It is not the case that parents are being denied the information on the Patient Information 
Leaflet.  The HSE’s National Immunisation Office has developed a comprehensive range of 
materials for parents, schools and medical practitioners as part of the immunisation programme.  

All the information provided to parents about vaccination takes account of the available li-
censed documentation for each vaccine, the Summary of Product Characteristics and Patient In-
formation Leaflet.  The HSE parent information leaflet refers parents to the website (www.hpv.
ie) where links to additional information including the licensing documentation, the Summary 
of Products Characteristics and the Patient Information Leaflet for each vaccine can be found.  

The information is presented in clear and simple language which has been approved by the 
National Adult Literacy Agency, ensuring that it can be understood by all adults.  Like other 
countries providing school immunisation programmes, the Patient Information Leaflet was re-
placed by an information leaflet which provides the same information on the potential side ef-
fects of the vaccine in a manner that meets the needs of those with reading difficulties.

Prior to all school immunisations, parents receive an information pack in a sealed package 
with an information leaflet, consent form and cover letter.  The information packs for all im-
munisations are standardised nationally.  The information booklets include information on all 
the known potential side effects that can occur after each vaccination (as was the case with the 
HPV vaccine, Gardasil).  Parents are also given contact details for their local immunisation of-
fice and advised to speak to a member of the school immunisation team or their GP if they have 
any further questions.

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is responsible for monitoring the safety 
and quality of all medicines including vaccines that are licensed in Ireland.  The HPRA and the 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) continually monitor adverse events to vaccination.  All 
medicines, including vaccines, are subject to on-going review and evaluation of all available 
data from a range of sources, including systematic scientific literature review, to consider any 
impact that their data may have on the overall assessment of the benefits and risks of a medicinal 
product.  HPV is one of the most closely studied and monitored medicinal products.  Consider-
ing the totality of available information, the benefits of the HPV vaccines continue to outweigh 
their risks.  Reports received by the HPRA have been consistent with the expected pattern of 
short term adverse side effects for the vaccine, as described in the product information.   
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The HPRA has a dedicated section on their website for information in relation to the HPV 
Schools Immunisation Programme.  The HPRA updates this section in relation to reports of 
suspected adverse reactions relating to the HPV vaccine approximately bi-annually, with the 
last update covering the period to 31/12/2018.  All reports are considered as ‘serious’ if they 
meet the regulatory definition of a ‘serious’ adverse reaction, which includes any circumstances 
where patients require intervention (e.g. review by their GP) and/or treatment for their symp-
toms.

03/04/2019WRG00600Vaccination Programme

03/04/2019WRG00700184. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if assistance is available for 
young women who were affected by the HPV vaccine (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15662/19]

03/04/2019WRG00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service issue, 
I have referred it to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 185 answered with Question No. 183.

03/04/2019WRG01000Departmental Expenditure

03/04/2019WRG01100186. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount spent on inspectors from his Department at an event (details supplied). [15614/19]

03/04/2019WRG01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment arranged for a number of staff to be on duty at the Banagher Horse Fair last September in 
order to support other State agencies and to provide advice on equine welfare, equine registra-
tion and identification matters. 

The cost of the exercise for my Department amounted to €2,200.

03/04/2019WRG01300Agri-Environment Options Scheme Data

03/04/2019WRG01400187. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of farmers enrolled in the AEOS scheme whose contracts ended in 2018, by county, 
in tabular form; if he will consider permitting these persons to apply to the GLAS scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15568/19]

03/04/2019WRG01500190. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers enrolled in the AEOS scheme whose contracts ceased by 31 Decem-
ber 2018, by county, in tabular form; if they will be permitted to apply to join GLAS; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15678/19]

03/04/2019WRG01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 187 and 190 together.

The number of farmers that completed their AEOS3 contracts in 2018 is 2,138. This was the 
final year of the AEOS scheme. 

All AEOS participants were given the option of joining the GLAS scheme should they have 
wished to do so.  The GLAS scheme is now fully subscribed with GLAS 3 participants in their 
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third year of participation in the five year GLAS scheme. 

County Number of AEOS participants in 2018
Carlow 8
Cavan 74
Clare 120
Cork 87
Donegal 299
Dublin 3
Galway 353
Kerry 165
Kildare 5
Kilkenny 19
Laois 17
Leitrim 14
Limerick 151
Longford 52
Louth 18
Mayo 345
Meath 23
Monaghan 44
Offaly 22
Roscommon 131
Sligo 86
Tipperary 34
Waterford 16
Westmeath 29
Wexford 10
Wicklow 13
Total 2,138

03/04/2019WRG01700GLAS Payments

03/04/2019WRG01800188. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a GLAS 3 payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15593/19]

03/04/2019WRG01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017.

An issue arose in relation to one of the claims for the Hen Harrier action which has delayed 
the processing of the payment.  The case is being examined and a solution is expected short-
ly. Once this case clears validations, the 2017 Advance payment will be made. GLAS payments 
are continuing to issue on a weekly basis.

03/04/2019WRG02000GLAS Data
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03/04/2019WRG02100189. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers participating in the GLAS scheme that have planted land with wild 
bird cover that previously had designated ANC land that are no longer eligible under the terms 
and conditions of the 2019 ANC scheme (details supplied). [15677/19]

03/04/2019WRG02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): From 2019, 
eligible areas under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme must be designated using 
a set of bio-physical criteria such as  excess soil moisture, limited soil drainage, unfavourable 
texture and stoniness, shallow rooting depth, steep slope. Under the EU regulations requiring 
this process to be carried out, Member States had to also undertake a fine-tuning exercise, based 
on objective criteria.  

This fine-tuning exercise served to identify areas which were deemed to have met the 
thresholds for the biophysical criteria but in which the “significant natural constraints” had 
been overcome by investments, economic activity, normal land productivity, production meth-
ods or farming systems.  Areas that were fine-tuned, were no longer eligible for payment un-
der the 2019 ANC Scheme unless they met subsequent criteria to qualify as Areas of Specific 
Constraint.  In Ireland this fine-tuning process was undertaken by reference to stocking density 
levels and levels of arable land.

Wild Bird Cover remains eligible for payment under the 2019 ANC scheme.  However, such 
areas have been correctly classified as arable land for the purposes of the fine-tuning exercise.  
My Department’s records indicate that only one townland has been fine-tuned out due to the 
inclusion of Wild Bird Cover leading to the fine-tuning thresholds being exceeded.

Question No. 190 answered with Question No. 187.

03/04/2019WRG02400Beef Exports

03/04/2019WRG02500191. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the quota regime in operation since 2009 pertaining to US and Canadian hormone free beef 
exports annually to the EU in terms of tonnage and value from each country; and the amount 
of the annual quota that has been used each year by each country, in tabular form. [15679/19]

03/04/2019WRG02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2009, the 
European Union and the United States concluded an agreement, revised in 2014, which pro-
vided for an interim solution to their long-standing WTO dispute regarding the use of certain 
growth-promoting hormones in beef production. 

Under the agreement, a 45,000-tonnes quota of non-hormone produced beef is open by the 
EU to qualifying suppliers, which include the United States.

The annual use of quota over the period in question, as per information from the European 
Commission covering the period 2009 to 2019, is attached, and is correct to the 3 March 2019. 
The detail on the specific country breakdown and monetary value of these imports is not avail-
able.

Quota period Quantity used (tonnes) Quantity available (tonnes) % of use
2009-2010 9,823 20,000 49%
2010-2011 19,141 20,000 96%
2011-2012 20,000 20,000 100%
2012-2013 32,322 45,975 70%
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Quota period Quantity used (tonnes) Quantity available (tonnes) % of use
2013-2014 41,167 48,200 85%
2014-2015 47,399 48,200 98%
2015-2016 48,003 48,200 99,6%
2016-2017 48,200 48,200 100%
2017-2018 45,175 45,711 99%
2018-2019* 33,344 45,000 74%

03/04/2019WRG02700Inland Fisheries

03/04/2019WRG02800192. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding compensation packages for holders of eel fishing licences; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15514/19]

03/04/2019WRG02900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 574 of 12 February 2019.

I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that payments have, so far, issued to 90 ap-
plicants who have communicated, in writing, formal acceptance of the offer and confirmation 
of an undertaking to adhere to the conditions of the scheme and their individual letter of offer. 
Payments will issue to other eligible applicants as soon as they make the required returns to IFI.

The closing date for appeals under the scheme was Friday 22 February. The Independent 
Appeals Panel established within my Department has met to consider all appeals received and 
letters in relation to the outcome of appeals have been issuing to appellants since last week.

03/04/2019WRG03000Broadband Service Provision

03/04/2019WRG03100193. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to ensure that schools and other educational institutions in the amber 
area will be given priority when the national broadband contract has been signed and is rolled 
out in view of the fact that information and communications technology grants are being pro-
vided for information technology upgrades but in many instances no broadband can be accessed 
in schools in County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15549/19]

03/04/2019WRG03200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Through the 2012 Schools 100Mbps Project all 780+ post primary schools in Ire-
land now have access to 100 megabits per second (Mbps) high speed broadband. The aim of 
this project was to ensure that all second level students can enhance their learning experience 
through digital.    The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a com-
bination of commercial investment and a State led intervention. 

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
Today, 74% of premises can access high speed broadband. 

The AMBER areas of my Department’s High Speed Broadband Map are the target areas for 
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the NBP State intervention. The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State interven-
tion network is now at the final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in relation 
to the NBP in the coming weeks.

In the event of a contract award my Department will engage with the bidder on the most ap-
propriate deployment which will enable all premises in the intervention area to gain access to a 
high speed broadband service.

While premises are awaiting the wider deployment, specific premises have been selected 
for early connection in co-operation with Department of Rural and Community Development, 
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) have been identified by local authority broadband offi-
cers in every county, including Sligo. These will be prioritised for connection in the first year of 
deployment and include locations such as schools, community centres and sports clubs. BCPs 
will provide free public Wi-Fi access to communities awaiting the deployment of the State in-
tervention network. 

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements.

03/04/2019WRG03300Sport Ireland Funding

03/04/2019WRG03400194. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of occasions he has consented to the advancing of additional funds in order for Sport 
Ireland to perform its duties in the past three years in the context of the Sport Ireland Act 2015; 
the amount approved; the reason they were requested; the persons or bodies they were to be 
advanced to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15607/19]

03/04/2019WRG03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In each of the last 
three years, in line with normal financial procedures and with the consent of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform, I approved additional funding for Sport Ireland by way of a 
transfer of savings which arose in other subheads in my Department’s Vote. In addition, in 
2018 additional funding was provided to Sport Ireland as part of a supplementary estimate 
voted by the Dáil in December 2018.

In all cases, the funding was allocated to Sport Ireland. The purpose of the additional fund-
ing is outlined below. 

In 2016, additional current funding of €1.5m was provided towards the payment of legal 
bills in a legal case in which Sport Ireland was the defendant. A further €25,000 was provided to 
allow Sport Ireland to assist Paralympics Ireland in addressing a funding shortfall arising from 
the 2016 Paralympic Games in Rio.

In 2017, additional capital funding of €6.2m was provided for the development of Phase 2 
of the National Indoor Arena at the Sport Ireland National Sports Campus. Additional current 
funding of €1m was provided towards the payment of legal bills in a legal case in which Sport 
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Ireland was the defendant and a further €155,000 was provided to meet some staffing related 
costs. 

In 2018, additional funding of €2.6m was provided to Sport Ireland as part of a supplemen-
tary estimate voted by the Dáil. Of this amount, €1.5m was provided for high performance sport 
and was allocated by Sport Ireland to a range of National Governing Bodies to assist athletes’ 
preparations for major competitions including the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games in To-
kyo and key World Championship events. The balance of €1.12m was provided towards other 
commitments and programme costs, including the Irish Open Golf, Paralympics Ireland fund-
ing, the anti-doping programme and the women in sport programme. 

A further €1.3m was provided in 2018 from savings which arose elsewhere in my Depart-
ment’s Vote in order to ease current expenditure pressures by Sport Ireland in 2019, includ-
ing support for National Governing Bodies’ high performance programmes, participation pro-
grammes, field sport programmes and events.

03/04/2019WRG03600Road Projects

03/04/2019WRG03700195. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
oral hearings for the N6 Galway city ring road will take place; the timeframe for commence-
ment and completion of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15619/19]

03/04/2019WRG03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This includes the various processes and pro-
cedures required to progress the Scheme to construction stage. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

03/04/2019WRG03900Taxi Regulations

03/04/2019WRG04000196. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the issue 
of taxi drivers being victims of violence in the course of their work has been given consider-
ation; the measures he has considered to protect taxi drivers; if legislation such as an Act will be 
introduced (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15577/19]

03/04/2019WRG04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am keenly aware of 
the utmost importance of ensuring the safety of small public service vehicle (SPSV) drivers. 
However, I should explain that matters of a criminal nature, as well as enforcement in relation 
to those, are for my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality. As assault is a criminal 
matter, it can only be investigated by members of An Garda Síochána. 

The regulation of the SPSV industry, including the regulation of passenger behaviour, is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation 
Act 2013 and I currently have no proposals for amending that legislation in this regard.  Giv-
en your reference to signage, and in line with the NTA’s power in this regard, I have forwarded 
your correspondence to the Authority for further consideration and direct reply if appropriate.
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03/04/2019WRG04200Regional Airports

03/04/2019WRG04300197. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason tourism policy is not actively promoting Ireland West Airport Knock to transatlantic 
carriers, particularly in view of the fact that west and north-west local authorities have commit-
ted funding to the  airport for ten years; the plans in place to build international market aware-
ness and access to Ireland West Airport Knock; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15635/19]

03/04/2019WRG04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government’s 
Tourism Policy Statement “People, Place and Policy – Growing Tourism to 2025” is centred on 
Ireland achieving its full potential as a destination for overseas tourism. 

In 2016, 2017 and 2018 €1m was made available through Tourism Ireland’s Regional Co-
operative Market Access Scheme for co-operative marketing activity to encourage new ac-
cess and maximise the potential of existing services to the regions. This exchequer funding is 
supported by contributions from regional tourism stakeholders, including local authorities, as 
well air and sea carriers. I was pleased to be able to increase this allocation to €1.25 million in 
Budget 2019. Ireland West Airport Knock has been one of the regional airports to benefit from 
this fund. 

Building international tourism market awareness of Ireland West Airport Knock is an op-
erational matter for the board and management of Tourism Ireland. Accordingly, I have referred 
this part of the Deputy’s question to Tourism Ireland for direct reply. Please contact my private 
office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

03/04/2019WRG04500Regional Airports

03/04/2019WRG04600198. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
policy instrument to convince transatlantic carriers to invest in routes to Ireland West Airport 
Knock and drive access from key tourism markets into the western seaboard will be introduced; 
the amount in State grants provided to the airport in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date 
in 2019; the amount provided for capital expenditure and infrastructure spending from 2019 to 
date; the forecasted funding for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15636/19]

03/04/2019WRG04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The decision to op-
erate a route is an operational matter for the airlines themselves and is generally based on the 
commercial viability of the routes in question. There is no policy instrument available to the 
Department to persuade transatlantic carriers to invest in specific routes to specific airports and 
the Department does not have any input into this decision making process.

However, the Government does support the development of air connectivity through fund-
ing to Tourism Ireland for cooperative marketing activity.  Cooperative campaigns with partners 
facilitate increased marketing effort and help promote the destination more widely. They assist 
in driving demand for new and existing inbound air and sea services and leverage commercial 
investment in marketing Irish tourism, thereby sustaining the island’s vital route network.

The funding provided through Tourism Ireland is supported by contributions from regional 
tourism stakeholders (airports and ports) and matched by air and sea carriers resulting in new 
access and the maximisation in potential of existing services to the regions.  This optimises 
Ireland’s Ancient East, Wild Atlantic Way and more recently Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands’ ini-
tiatives.
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Supporting both seasonal and regional growth will again be the focus for Tourism Ireland 
in 2019, with the aim of increasing visitor numbers in the shoulder season.  This will be under-
scored by a commitment to focus co-operative partnership activities on the January-April and 
October-December periods for Great Britain and the North American and European markets.

As the Deputy is aware, the Regional Airports Programme provides grant aid for safety and 
security related projects and activities at Ireland’s regional airports.  The amounts provided to 
Ireland West Airport Knock under this Programme in the years 2015 to 2018 are as follows:

2015 – €1,162,971.00

2016 – €2,933,419.30

2017 – €3,199,355.14

2018 – €4,176,104.70

Grant funding to the airports under the Regional Airports Programme is provided at differ-
ent times of the year depending on the schemes involved.  In 2019, a total of €21.7m is being 
provided to the Programme and, of this amount, over €10 million is available for capital invest-
ment projects such as the runway overlay project at Ireland West Airport Knock.  

Funding applications from the regional airports in respect of capital projects for 2019 have 
been received by my Department.  These applications are being assessed to ensure full com-
pliance with the conditions of the grant schemes under the Regional Airports Programme as 
well as with EU State Aid Rules.  I expect to announce the associated capital grant allocations 
for each airport in due course.  Claims in respect of operational expenses are submitted to the 
Department later in the year and payments are usually made to the airports in early December.

03/04/2019WRG04800Adoption Data

03/04/2019WRG04900199. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the operational 
cost of the information, administrative and tracing service delivered by Tusla and the Adoption 
Authority of Ireland in relation to adoptees from historical and domestic adoptions. [15539/19]

03/04/2019WRG05000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy’s 
question refers to operational matters, it has been referred to both Tusla and the Adoption Au-
thority for direct reply. Each agency will respond individually to the Deputy. 

03/04/2019WRG05100Adoption Data

03/04/2019WRG05200200. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
and percentage of adoptees that also have a sibling that was also placed for adoption. [15540/19]

03/04/2019WRG05300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): This data is not 
collected. The Deputy may be interested to know that a range of other data in relation to adop-
tion in Ireland is available in the Annual Reports of the Adoption Authority of Ireland, which 
are available on its website. 

03/04/2019WRG05400Commissions of Investigation Expenditure
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03/04/2019WRG05500201. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the an-
nual cost to date of the Mother and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation, in tabular form; 
the anticipated cost upon completion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15575/19]

03/04/2019WRG05600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Commis-
sion of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and certain related Matters was established 
by Government on 17th February 2015 (S.I. No. 57 of 2015). In establishing the Commission, 
the Government noted that the investigation and associated additional demands on the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth Affairs were estimated to cost, to completion, were in the order of 
€21.5m, exclusive of third party legal costs.  Due to the nature of the live investigative process, 
it is not possible to anticipate the final cost. 

Since it’s establishment expenditure of approximately €8.4m has been incurred (to end 
March 2019) to support salaries, fees and other operational costs relating to the work of the 
independent Commission and its engagement with former residents and other witnesses.

Year Commission Expenditure
2019 €0.55m
2018 €2.25m
2017 €2.1m
2016 €2m
2015 €1.5m

In addition, my Department has also directly incurred costs of approximately €1.9m to 
end March 2019 in supporting this work and responding to its interim reports. This includes the 
processes I have commenced to complement the Commission’s work by facilitating former res-
idents of these institutions to directly engage on the issues of concern to them and their families.

03/04/2019WRG05700Library Services Provision

03/04/2019WRG05800202. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if Meath County Council will be assisted in its efforts to acquire a location (details supplied) 
for community use as a public library; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15516/19]

03/04/2019WRG05900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The provi-
sion of premises and facilities in the public library service, including the acquisition of property, 
is primarily a matter for local authorities in their capacity as library authorities under the Local 
Government Act 2001.  Accordingly, the acquisition of property for a new library in Bettystown 
is first and foremost a matter for Meath County Council, and it would be inappropriate for my 
Department to engage with any prospective vendor or financial institution.  

My Department funds a Libraries Capital Programme that will invest some €29m in 19 proj-
ects, as well as the My Open Library service, between 2016 and 2022.  While the programme 
is currently fully committed, funding for new library projects is considered as additional funds 
become available. Moreover, applications are accepted on an ongoing basis through the De-
partment’s Four Stage Capital Works Management process.  To date, no application has been 
received from Meath County Council in respect of a library development in Bettystown.

Meath County Council may also submit library development proposals as elements of 
broader regeneration proposals under the Rural and Urban Regeneration and Development 
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Funds.  The first call for proposals for these funds closed at the end of September and further 
calls are expected to issue in April 2019.

03/04/2019WRH00200Scheme to Support National Organisations

03/04/2019WRH00300203. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the organisations and groups supported by the scheme to support national organisations in the 
community and voluntary sector; the funding each has received; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15610/19]

03/04/2019WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Scheme to Support National Organisations (SSNO) provides multi annual 
funding to national organisations in respect of core costs associated with the provision of their 
services. The current scheme commenced on 1 July 2016 and runs until 30 June 2019.  The 
scheme is administered by Pobal on behalf of the Department of Rural and Community Devel-
opment. 

The Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and Voluntary Sector 
(SSNO) is a key element of my Department’s support for the role of the sector in contributing to 
the development of strong and vibrant civil society and in improving outcomes for those most 
disadvantaged.

The allocation for the duration of the scheme 2016-2019 is almost €16.7m and the total 
amount spent in 2018 was €5,909,190. Funding has been allocated to 71 national community 
and voluntary organisations under the scheme, as set out in the following table.

Organisation Allocation over 3 year period
Active Retirement Network Ireland €262,951
Age Action Ireland Limited €216,265
Amen Support Services Limited €181,707
Anam Cara Parental and Sibling Bereavement Support 
Limited

€269,920

Arthritis Ireland €184,502
Asthma Society of Ireland €208,028
Autism Spectrum Information Advice And Meeting Point 
Limited

€200,707

Barnardos - Republic of Ireland Limited €261,818
Belong To Youth Services €269,990
Breaking Through Limited €214,440
Care Alliance Ireland €253,036
Carmichael Centre for Voluntary Groups Limited €266,126
Cherish Limited €270,000
Children In Hospital Ireland €269,952
Children’s Rights Alliance-Republic Of Ireland Limited €269,844
Chronic Pain Ireland Limited €110,635
Community Action Network Limited €266,224
Community Creations Limited €172,500
Community Workers Limited €269,648
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Organisation Allocation over 3 year period
Co-operative Housing Ireland Society Limited €219,426
Disability Equality Specialist Support Agency Limited €270,000
Disability Federation of Ireland €232,338
Down Syndrome Ireland €260,124
Dyslexia Association of Ireland €204,970
Educate Together Ag Foghlaim le Cheile €268,994
European Anti-Poverty Network Ireland Limited €260,503
European Network Against Racism (ENAR) Ireland Lim-
ited

€225,780

Family Carers Ireland €270,000
Focus Ireland Limited €174,358
Free Legal Advice Centres Limited €270,000
G.L.E.N. Limited €265,788
Grow in Ireland €153,576
Immigrant Council of Ireland Limited €250,358
Inclusion Ireland - National Association For People With 
an   Intellectual Disability

€270,000

INOU Limited €268,500
Irish Association for Palliative Care €150,428
Irish Athletic Boxing Association €172,514
Irish Council For Social Housing €84,445
Irish Deaf Society The National Association of the Deaf 
Limited

€269,700

Irish Foster Care Association Limited €166,213
Irish Penal Reform Trust €268,874
Irish Refugee Council Limited €268,752
Irish Rural Link Co-Operative Society Limited €267,058
Irish Senior Citizens National Parliament Limited €265,066
Irish Stammering Association €118,010
M.O.V.E. Ireland €236,500
Medical Research Charities Limited €242,344
Mental Health Reform €269,085
Migraine Association of Ireland Limited €102,996
Migrant Information Centre Limited €267,926
National Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
Ireland   Limited

€204,806

National Women’s Council of Ireland €270,000
National Youth Council of Ireland €253,122
New Communities Partnership (NCP) Limited €194,186
Parents Plus Limited €179,609
Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI) Limited €269,960
Rotha Teoranta €269,768
Simon Communities of Ireland €269,602
Social Analysis and Action for Justice Ireland Limited €269,870
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Organisation Allocation over 3 year period
Special Olympics Ireland €270,000
Spinal Injuries Ireland €265,800
The Irish Environmental Conservation Organisation for   
Youth-Unesco Clubs Limited

€210,894

The Irish Hospice Foundation €265,926
The Irish Local Development Network Limited €262,000
The Men’s Development Network Limited €264,784
The Multiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland €270,000
The National Network of Women’s Refuges And Support    
Services Limited

€266,528

The Neurological Alliance of Ireland €269,402
Threshold €251,799
Volunteering Ireland Ltd €210,354
Women’s Aid Ireland €239,584
Total €16,660,913

03/04/2019WRH00500Voluntary Sector Funding

03/04/2019WRH00600204. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the position regarding funding for volunteer centres with particular reference to underfunded 
centres (details supplied); the options under consideration at present; when a decision will be 
reached in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15527/19]

03/04/2019WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): My Department’s Community and Voluntary Supports and Programmes unit 
provide a cohesive framework of support for the community and voluntary sector. €3.5 mil-
lion is being provided in 2019 under this programme to support 21 Volunteer Centres, eight 
Volunteering Information Services and a number of volunteer-supporting organisations, such 
as Volunteer Ireland.

Following the publication in 2017 of a report by Dermot McLaughlin entitled “Developing 
Funding Criteria for Volunteer Centres in Ireland”, my Department secured additional funding 
of €300,000 which was allocated to all Volunteer Centres in 2017 on a proportionate basis. This 
increased funding level has been maintained in 2018 and 2019. 

The Dormant Accounts Fund Action Plan 2018 included the provision of €1.2 million to up-
grade the eight Volunteering Information Services to full Volunteer Centres in order to provide a 
consistent level of volunteering service nationwide. My Department is currently engaging with 
stakeholders in the roll-out of this initiative. As part of this exercise, my Department is also 
examining options with regard to a number of existing Volunteer Centres which are currently 
receiving less funding than the minimum amount recommended in the McLaughlin report.

My Department is also currently collating information received from a recent call for input 
exercise that was designed as a first step towards developing a draft national volunteering strat-
egy. Among the topics under consideration in this context is the issue of volunteering support 
infrastructure and how best this can be structured to support volunteering.

03/04/2019WRH00800National Indemnity Scheme for Landowners
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03/04/2019WRH00900205. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if he will address a matter regarding an indemnity scheme for landowners (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15550/19]

03/04/2019WRH01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has been working for some time to develop an indemnity scheme to indemnify private 
land owners who allow their lands to be used for recreational purposes.  

This is a complex issue and the legal rights of landowners must be respected, while trying 
to facilitate access to their lands for recreational users on a permissive basis.  

My Department has been advised that an indemnity scheme such as the one envisaged will 
require legislative provision.  My officials have been in contact with the State Claims Agency 
and have sought advice from the Attorney General’s Office on the proposed scope, roll-out, 
and the legal processes required to give effect to such a scheme.  Further contact between of-
ficials is likely to take place over the coming weeks on the matter. 

It is envisaged that this scheme, once introduced, will come into effect in upland areas on a 
phased basis. 

03/04/2019WRH01100Voluntary Sector

03/04/2019WRH01200206. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the feedback he is receiving from the community and voluntary sector during the recent 
roadshow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15551/19]

03/04/2019WRH01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment is currently running a series of Rural Opportunity briefings which seek to highlight the op-
portunities available to those in rural communities through the funding programmes provided 
across Government and to showcase some of the best examples of how funding has been used 
in order to inspire individuals and communities to take their own ideas or projects forward.  

Two briefings have taken place to date, in Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on March 22nd and 
Granard, Co. Longford on March 27th, with a further two events currently scheduled for Coro-
fin in Clare on April 10th and Donegal town on April 12th.

The two events staged to date have been attended by a total of well over 200 people repre-
senting key rural, voluntary, community and sectoral stakeholders.  Attendees have heard from 
individuals and organisations who have successfully delivered projects in rural areas, having 
successfully leveraged Government supports, which have helped to foster enterprise, tourism, 
quality of life, culture and promote the Irish language. In addition, officials from my Depart-
ment and and other key funding agencies have been present to provide guidance and assistance 
to attendees interested in accessing funding for rural projects.

The response to the briefings to date has been overwhelmingly positive, both at the events 
and through our associated social media outreach, and I am looking forward to hearing from 
and engaging with communities and other organisations at future events.

03/04/2019WRH01400Public Participation Networks

03/04/2019WRH01500207. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the status of the work being conducted by the Public Participation Network, PPN, Advi-
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sory Group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15552/19]

03/04/2019WRH01600Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The 2014 Working Group Report on Citizen Engagement with Local Govern-
ment  recommended that a Public Participation Network (PPN) be set up in each local authority 
area in order to enable the public to take an active formal role in relevant policy making and 
oversight committees of the local authority.  It also recommended that the work of the PPNs 
should be monitored and evaluated regularly in line with best practice. 

In line with this recommendation, the first National PPN Advisory Group was established 
in 2016 and ran until September 2017. Members of this Advisory Group, although representa-
tive of the various stakeholder groups, were invited by the Department and were not elected or 
nominated to their positions from within their respective stakeholder groups.

A second National PPN Advisory Group was established in late 2017, and is fully represen-
tative of all stakeholders.   To date the group has delivered a number of important initiatives to 
support the operation of PPNs, including the organisation of two annual conferences for PPN 
stakeholders in 2017 and 2018 respectively and the publication of two Annual Reports high-
lighting the work of the PPNs around the country.  Work on the preparation of the 2019 Annual 
Conference and the 2018 Annual Report is underway.

The Advisory Group is also progressing a number of new initiatives to support the ongo-
ing development of PPNs, including an update of the PPN User Handbook in respect of which 
a public call for input was launched last month.  The development of a National PPN Com-
munications Strategy and the ongoing provision of targeted PPN-related training are also being 
progressed.

03/04/2019WRH01700Rural Development Programme

03/04/2019WRH01800208. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which the various programmes run by his Department have benefited indi-
vidual rural communities on a county basis nationally; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15625/19]

03/04/2019WRH01900213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of persons in both urban and rural communities that have accessed the support 
schemes operated by his Department in 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15630/19]

03/04/2019WRH02000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 208 and 213 together.

As Minister with responsibility for Rural and Community Development, I am leading a 
Department whose mission is to help build vibrant, sustainable communities across the country.

We are progressing this objective through the implementation of programmes and initiatives 
that facilitate and encourage economic development and support our communities to become 
and remain desirable places to live, work and raise families. 

Improving the quality of life of those who live and work in rural communities is another key 
objective of the Action Plan for Rural Development, which is the most comprehensive Govern-
ment plan ever produced to support economic and social development in rural areas.
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The current Action Plan runs to the end of 2019 and consideration is now being given to fu-
ture rural development policy.  An implementation plan for the Framework Policy for Local and 
Community Development in Ireland, published in 2016, is also currently at an advanced stage,

My Department is currently finalising an implementation plan for the Framework Policy 
for Local and Community Development and I am confident that this plan will propose actions 
that will support the local and community development sectors to continue providing valuable 
services to rural communities.

In addition, Project Ireland 2040 will help breathe new life into communities across the 
country, providing access to recreational and leisure facilities, by increasing the attractiveness 
of communities to visitors and, most importantly, by supporting job creation and employment 
for people in both urban and rural areas. This includes the €1 billion being invested through my 
Department in towns and villages across Ireland through the Rural Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund. Some €86million has already been allocated to projects across the country, with a 
further call for applications to the Fund due in the coming weeks.

My Department is also committed to the successful delivery of a range of other schemes and 
programmes which are greatly benefiting rural communities.  Programmes such as LEADER, 
CLÁR, the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the Local Improvement Scheme, the Outdoor 
Recreation Scheme, the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme and the Com-
munity Enhancement Programme have delivered funding and supports to numerous small and 
large-scale projects, many of which are identified and driven by local community organisations.

In respect of the communities that have accessed my Department’s support schemes, given 
the volume of data, I will arrange for funding allocation information for 2018, on a county ba-
sis, to be forwarded to the Deputy separately.  

In the case of the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme, I can confirm 
that 31,967 individuals were supported by the scheme in 2018, with a target of 27,313 set for 
2019. This is in addition to the thousands of community groups supported by SICAP.

The Seniors Alert Scheme approved 19,228 participants for the provision of personal moni-
tored alarms in 2018 and 3,848 in 2019 to the end of February.

Question No. 209 answered with Question No. 85.

03/04/2019WRH02100Departmental Schemes

03/04/2019WRH02200210. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which he expects to be in a position to support applications from County 
Kildare for assistance under the various schemes operated by his Department in 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15627/19]

03/04/2019WRH02300211. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of applications received in his Department from County Kildare in respect of 
the various support schemes applicable to both urban and rural communities directly or through 
the local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15628/19]

03/04/2019WRH02400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 210 and 211 together.

My Department is committed to the successful delivery of the following programmes which 
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have provided financial and other supports to organisations in County Kildare.

Funding is being made available under each of these schemes in 2019 and I look forward to 
providing further supports to rural and urban communities in the county moving forward:

- The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, which I launched in 2018 as part of Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, supports ambitious and strategic projects which have the potential to trans-
form rural economies and communities. Three projects located in County Kildare were awarded 
funding of €2,865,500 from the first call to the Fund.

- The new five-year Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme, which com-
menced at the start of 2018, is our country’s primary social inclusion intervention. This is a 
€190m national programme that is delivered locally, to help those in the greatest need. The 
funding allocation to Kildare for 2019 is €1,061,036.00.

- The Community Enhancement Programme, which I launched in 2018, has provided fund-
ing of €468,671 to projects in Kildare, including more than €26,000 to Men’s Sheds groups, 
which provide a safe space where men can gather and  participate in their communities, develop 
social networks and potentially gain new skills and access information.  I launched the 2019 
Community Enhancement Programme last week with an allocation of €4.5million nationally. 
The funding allocation to Kildare for 2019 is €148,013.00. 

- The LEADER Local Action Group (LAG) in Kildare has been allocated €5,261,600 to 
invest in the economic and social development of County Kildare over the period of the pro-
gramme to 2020. In 2019, €238,716 has so far been approved for three LEADER projects in 
Kildare. The LAG received funding of €127,369 in 2019  for individual projects and the admin-
istration costs of the LAG itself.

- The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is an initiative under the Government’s Action 
Plan for Rural Development and is part of a package of  national and local support measures to 
rejuvenate rural towns and villages throughout Ireland. I announced details of 224 projects that 
were approved for €21.3 million of funding under the 2018 Town and Village Renewal Scheme, 
including eight projects totalling €520,000 for Kildare. The scheme is not yet launched in 2019.

- The Digital  Innovation Programme in Kildare was awarded €41,250 in 2018.

- The Seniors Alert Scheme facilitates valuable community-based support for vulnerable 
older people. A total of 1,364 installations have been approved for elderly persons in Kildare 
since September 2015. 

- The Local Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small 
private or non-public roads in rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and is 
administered through the Local Authorities.  The funding allocated to Kildare is €250,000 for 
2019.

- €85,684 was announced in January 2019 for the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure scheme 
in Kildare.

- The Community Services Programme (CSP) supports community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model with funding provided as a contribution to the 
cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions. In 2019, the CSP pro-
vided funding of some €440,628 towards the cost of employing approximately 17.5 full-time 
equivalents and three managers in five community based organisations and social enterprises 
based in Kildare. Two of the five have received an additional support through the support fund 
which assists approved organisations in meeting current minimum wage requirements in 2019.
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In respect of applications received from organisations or groups in County Kildare, includ-
ing the local authority, the following table provides totals for 2018 and to date in 2019. 

Programme/Scheme 2018Number of applications 
received

2019Number of applications 
received 

Social Inclusion and Com-
munity Activation Pro-
gramme   (SICAP)

n/a (funding provided to 
delivery bodies on basis of 
contract terms and condi-
tions for full term of pro-
gramme, subject to review) 

n/a

Community Enhancement 
Programme (including 
Men’s   Shed Fund)

92 n/a

Local Improvement Scheme 12 n/a
Outdoor Recreation Infra-
structure Scheme

  2 n/a

Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme

  8 n/a

Community Services Pro-
gramme 

  3 2 (1 under appraisal)

Seniors Alert Scheme (par-
ticipants)

403 (1 Jan – 31 Aug 18) n/a

LEADER  18 3(to date)
Digital Innovation Pro-
gramme 

   1 n/a

Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund.

 13 n/a

03/04/2019WRH02600Action Plan for Rural Development

03/04/2019WRH02700212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment his plans for the development of the various community support schemes operated by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15629/19]

03/04/2019WRH02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As Minister 
with responsibility for Rural and Community Development, I am leading a Department whose 
mission it is to help build vibrant, sustainable communities across the country, both in rural and 
urban areas.

To do this requires a mix of policy initiatives and actions focused on enabling economic 
growth and development and addressing gaps in meeting the social needs in these areas, thus 
supporting our communities to become and remain desirable places to live, work and raise 
families. 

Many of these initiatives form part of the Government’s published Action Plan for Rural 
Development and Framework Policy for Local and Community Development which include a 
range of measures which will contribute significantly to addressing issues in local communities, 
including financial assistance and other direct and indirect supports.

The current Action Plan for Rural Development, runs to the end of 2019 and consideration 
is now being given to future rural development policy. A key deliverable for my Department 
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during 2019 will be the design of a rural development policy to follow on from the Action Plan 
for Rural Development. 

The implementation plan for the Framework Policy for Local and Community Development 
in Ireland, published in 2016, as well as Ireland’s first National Policy on Social Enterprise, are 
also currently at an advanced stage of development. 

My Department delivers a coherent package of supports to strengthen rural and urban com-
munities. These supports enable economic growth and development and also support com-
munities to address gaps in meeting social needs, including those caused by higher levels of 
deprivation.  

My Department will continue to support our communities to become and remain sustainable 
and desirable places to live, work and raise families and we are committed to reviewing funding 
priorities on an ongoing basis to ensure supports remain targeted at those most in need.

In 2018, the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund was launched as part of Project 
Ireland 2040 and this fund will provide €1 billion over the next 10 years, while the Town Centre 
Living Initiative, a pilot programme aimed at testing approaches to the revitalisation of towns 
and villages, was rolled out in six towns across the country.

The Community Enhancement Programme, born out of a review of the RAPID and Com-
munities Facilities Scheme, was launched in 2018 to address disadvantage in urban and rural 
communities and allocated €13million to more than 3,000 projects in its first year. The 2019 
Scheme was launched last week with an allocation of €4.5million.

In addition, since its establishment, my Department has also relaunched the Local Improve-
ment Scheme for private rural roads and laneways and broadened the measures under which 
funding can be applied for under the CLÁR Programme, and a new Social Inclusion and Com-
munity Activation Programme, worth €190 million over five years to the end of 2022, was 
commenced.

I have just commenced a review of the Community Services Programme, which pro-
vides funding to organisations delivering services in disadvantaged communities. This review 
will help inform decisions on the future shape and structure of the programme. More than €46 
million is available to support community organisations under the programme in 2019.

I am confident that these plans will propose actions that will support rural economic de-
velopment and the local and community development sectors to continue providing valuable 
needed services and community supports throughout the country.

Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 208.

03/04/2019WRH03000Departmental Schemes

03/04/2019WRH03100214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when  the next tranche of grant aid to be awarded by his Department will take place; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15631/19]

03/04/2019WRH03200215. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the various headings under which applications for grant aid under the various schemes 
operated by his Department can be made; the opening and closing dates in respect of each; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15632/19]
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03/04/2019WRH03300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 214 and 215 together.

My Department delivers a variety of schemes that provide supports for groups in rural and 
urban communities, they include the following: 

LEADER

LEADER is a multi-annual programme covering the period 2014-2020 which is delivered 
through Local Action Groups in each of the 28 LEADER sub-regional areas around the coun-
try.  Funding can be provided under a broad range of defined themes, which include enterprise 
development and social inclusion.

The decision to approve a project, or otherwise, is a matter for the Local Action Groups 
(LAGs) which administer the programme in each LEADER area.  Interested applicants should, 
in the first instance, contact the relevant LAG through its Implementing Partners to discuss the 
funding that may be available. Contact details for all LAGs are available on my Department’s 
website at http://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/list-of-LAGs.pdf.

  The Community Services Programme (CSP) Supports around 400 community organisa-
tions to provide local services through a social enterprise model, with funding provided as a 
fixed annual contribution to the cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent 
(FTE) positions. Some €46m is available under the programme in 2019. Expressions of Inter-
est   are accepted on an ongoing basis with new organisations funded subject to fit with the 
programme and the availability of funding in any given year. 

Community Enhancement Programme

The Community Enhancement Programme provides capital grants to community groups 
to help them to enhance facilities in disadvantaged areas. The 2019 programme was launched 
last week and applications should be made to the Local Community Development Committee 
(LCDC) in the relevant area. The exact closing date for receipt of applications will be set fol-
lowing consultation with the LCDCs that administer the programme on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme was introduced in the second half of 2016 and, to 
date, almost €53 million has been approved under the scheme for more than 670 projects across 
the country.  These projects cover a range of activities, from improving the public realm to 
making towns and villages more attractive for locals and visitors alike, to job-creation initia-
tives such as the development of enterprise hubs and digital hubs. Details of the 2019 Town and 
Village Renewal Scheme are currently being finalised by my officials and I anticipate that the 
scheme will be announced shortly.

CLÁR

The CLÁR programme has, in the past, provided funding for the items referred to by the 
Deputy, to established organisations that operate on a voluntary basis and are involved in emer-
gency rescue or first response efforts in the community.  CLÁR operates in specific designated 
rural areas that have experienced high levels of depopulation.  I launched the 2019 CLÁR 
programme on 28 February last. The measures being funded under the programme this year 
include a Community Wellbeing Supports measure, comprising: 

(a) First Response Support
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(b) Mobility and Cancer Care Transport

(c) Sensory Gardens

The deadline for applications is 25 April 2019

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme is part of the Government’s Action Plan 
for Rural Development and provides funding for the development of new outdoor recreational 
infrastructure or the necessary maintenance, enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor 
recreational infrastructure in Ireland. I launched the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
for 2019 on Friday 29 March last, to continue investment in projects that will benefit visitors 
and locals alike in rural areas. 

The Walks Scheme

The Walks Scheme currently covers 39 trails, with payments made to approximately 1,900 
private land-holders to maintain those trails. The Programme for a Partnership Government 
includes a commitment to increase the number of walks covered by the scheme.  In line with 
this commitment, funding for the scheme was doubled in Budget 2019 - from €2 million to €4 
million - to allow this expansion to proceed. Expression of Interest Forms are available on my 
Department’s website.

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund                                                          

The first call for applications for the €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 
closed at the end of September.  I have allocated €86 million in support for 84 projects worth 
€117m under the first call. A further call for applications to the Fund will be announced in the 
coming weeks.

All application windows for these and other programmes funded by my Department will 
be published on my Department’s website.  Funding announcements will be made in each case 
when applications have been processed and evaluated.

Similarly, the next tranches of grant aid will be allocated throughout the year. Information 
on grant-aid under the various schemes will be made known to eligible parties through Press 
Releases on the Department’s website. 

03/04/2019WRH03500Question Heading for question(s)  216

03/04/2019WRH03600216. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if his Department continues to address issues such as rural and urban isolation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15633/19]

03/04/2019WRH03700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The issue of 
isolation, whether in urban or rural areas, is one which requires a response containing a combi-
nation of policy initiatives and actions delivered across a number of Government Departments.

For my part, I am committed to continuing my Department’s response to the issue, which 
includes ongoing contact with local and community groups and other stakeholders where ap-
propriate to identify potential measures to assist communities affected.

The publication on 7 December 2018 of the Call for Input Paper on Volunteering is the first 
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step in developing a national volunteering policy. Volunteering plays a critical part in empower-
ing individuals to become more involved in their communities and is proven to assist with the 
development of mental health wellbeing.

The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development and Framework Policy for Local and 
Community Development include a range of measures which will contribute significantly to 
addressing isolation and social inclusion in both rural and urban areas and as Minister for Rural 
and Community Development I will continue to advocate for a cross government approach to 
ensuring the rural and community voice is heard in relation to matters of policy.

The current Action Plan runs to the end of 2019 and consideration is now being given to 
future rural development policy. An implementation plan for the Framework Policy for Local 
and Community Development in Ireland, published in 2016, is also currently at an advanced 
stage, and I am confident that these plans will propose further actions that will address isolation 
issues in our communities.

Specific examples of actions being delivered by my Department which are helping those 
who feel isolated or vulnerable in communities include:

- Significant investment in the Seniors Alert Scheme, which facilitates valuable community-
based support for vulnerable older people living alone. During 2018, spend on the Scheme 
amounted to almost €7 million, with over 19,200 applications for personal alarms approved. 
This is an important programme which enables older persons of limited means to continue to 
live in their own homes at the heart of their communities with confidence, independence and 
peace of mind.

- The new five-year Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme, or SICAP, 
which commenced at the start of 2018, is our country’s primary social inclusion intervention. 
This is a national programme that is delivered locally with funding of €190 million over a five-
year period to help those in the greatest need.  

- Support for approximately 447 Men’s Sheds across Ireland, with sheds present in all 32 
counties, which provide a safe space where men can gather and participate in their communi-
ties, develop social networks and potentially gain new skills and access information. Ireland 
continues to enjoy the highest per capita concentration of Men’s Sheds in the world. Last year, 
I provided funding of €500,000 to support the work of Men’s Sheds throughout Ireland. 

- The LEADER element of the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 which will pro-
vide €250 million in financial resources to address the challenges facing rural areas over the 
course of the programme period, particularly under the themes of economic development and 
social inclusion.

In addition, other actions in the current Action Plan for Rural Development being delivered 
by Departments across government that will help those who feel isolated or vulnerable include:

- Investment of €46 million in Garda fleet to ensure that Gardaí are mobile, visible and re-
sponsive to prevent and tackle crime.

- Maintaining the network of senior helplines in operation throughout the country, which 
offer a listening service for older people to help address issues such as loneliness and isolation 
in rural areas.

- Continued support and prioritisation of community crime prevention through schemes 
such as Neighbourhood Watch and Text Alert. Since its launch in September 2013, community 
Text Alert has grown quickly with a total of 164,000 subscribers and in the order of 3 million 
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text messages sent annually.

- Continued improvements in the Rural Transport Programme, including the provision of 
new routes. A total of 65 new evening/night time Local Link services were approved for fund-
ing in 2018, with the majority of approved services commencing operation in July 2018. Fund-
ing was provided for services operating up to 31 December 2018 (six month pilot). New regular 
scheduled Local Link services were launched in 2018 in Donegal, Sligo, Waterford, Galway, 
Cavan, Monaghan, Offaly and Kerry.   

03/04/2019WRH03800Rural Broadband Scheme

03/04/2019WRH03900217. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which his Department addresses such issues as local connectivity in rural 
areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15634/19]

03/04/2019WRH04000Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The availability of a high quality, high speed broadband network and of reliable 
mobile phone coverage are essential components underpinning the connectivity and develop-
ment of rural communities in Ireland.

In this context, the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce was established in July 2016 to 
identify solutions to broadband and mobile phone coverage deficits and to investigate how bet-
ter services could be provided to consumers prior to full rollout of the National Broadband Plan. 

The Taskforce published its report in December 2016, which set out 40 actions aimed at 
addressing the issues associated with mobile phone and broadband connectivity, particularly in 
rural areas.

A cross-Departmental Implementation Group, which I chair, was established in early 2017 
to ensure that the actions identified by the Taskforce are implemented in a timely manner.  The 
Implementation Group publishes regular progress reports which are available on my Depart-
ment’s website, www.drcd.gov.ie.  

One of the key ways in which my Department supports the preparations for the roll out 
of the National Broadband Plan – and other telecommunications infrastructure – is through 
the network of Broadband Officers located in each Local Authority.  The Broadband Officers, 
who are co-funded by my Department, engage with the telecoms industry on a regular basis in 
identifying and addressing barriers to the roll out of telecommunications infrastructure.  This 
has seen a tangible increase in broadband connections and the resolution of a number of mobile 
phone blackspots in rural Ireland.

My Department also co-ordinated and supported Local Authority applications for the Eu-
ropean Commission’s WiFi4EU initiative. This programme will see EU funds made available 
for the provision of free, publically accessible WiFi. In the inaugural round of funding, 21 Irish 
Local Authorities secured 59 vouchers under the scheme, worth €885,000 in total.  My Depart-
ment will provide match funds of up to €15,000 for each of these vouchers, to support Local 
Authorities as they make free internet connectivity available to the public.

03/04/2019WRH04100Pension Provisions

03/04/2019WRH04200218. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when pensioners in receipt of semi-State company pensions will receive a cost of living pension 
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increase; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15544/19]

03/04/2019WRH04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has no role in setting the level of pensions increases received by members of oc-
cupational pension schemes, irrespective of whether those schemes operate in the public or 
private sector.  

In this regard, pension increases for occupational pensions are entirely a matter for the 
scheme trustees and the sponsoring employer to whom enquiries should be addressed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

03/04/2019WRH04400Disability Allowance Applications

03/04/2019WRH04500219. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a decision will be made on a disability application for assistance in view of the 
medical condition of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15548/19]

03/04/2019WRH04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my Department received an application for dis-
ability allowance from this gentleman on 28 February 2019. On completion of the necessary 
investigations on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual DA claims may vary in accordance with their relative 
complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circumstances and the 
information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRH04700State Pensions

03/04/2019WRH04800220. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of pensioners to date that have been contacted in relation to pension changes 
applied in 2012; the number that have received arrears; the number of that have seen their 
pensions increased; the number of that have seen no increase in their payments; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15574/19]

03/04/2019WRH04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary regula-
tions which together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, which allows the increased payments to be made.  As of 28 March 2019, 11,646 
of reviews have been completed.  Of these, over 8,850 resulted in an increase in payment for 
the pensioners concerned.  The pensioners who did not qualify for an increase in payments will 
continue to receive their existing weekly rate.
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I have stated from the outset that it will take a number of months to complete all of the 
reviews due to the numbers involved and the individual nature of social insurance records.  In 
some cases it is necessary to engage in correspondence with the pensioner in order to clarify 
periods of caring, work and contribution histories.  To date, over 34,000 requests for informa-
tion have issued to pensioners.  In order to process these reviews over 100 temporary staff have 
been recruited to the Departments offices in the north- west.  

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the person’s 
rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 2018, 
or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following a 
review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.   

Given the scale (90,000 pensioners) involved, the fact that each case requires close indi-
vidual examination and that some cases are more complex than others, it would not be reason-
able to expect all to be processed immediately. While this work will take a number of months to 
complete, it will continue until all pensioners have been notified of the outcome of their review 
in writing. 

I would urge anyone who has yet to provide additional requested information to the Depart-
ment to do so as soon as possible so that their review can be processed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRH05000Free Travel Scheme Eligibility

03/04/2019WRH05100221. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application for a companion pass by a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15618/19]

03/04/2019WRH05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The application for a Companion Free Travel pass from the person concerned was medically 
assessed by the Chief Medical Assessor on 29 March 2019.  The medical opinion has been 
conveyed to Household Benefits Section in Sligo and the applicant will be contacted shortly 
regarding the decision on their application.

03/04/2019WRH05300Employment Rights

03/04/2019WRH05400222. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if proposals brought to Cabinet to protect persons trapped in bogus self-employment will 
include new legislation and stronger enforcement regulations; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [15620/19]

03/04/2019WRH05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Em-
ployers are required to maintain accurate records of employees and contractors who they en-
gage and to pay the appropriate class of PRSI.  There are already legislative provisions within 
the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 prohibiting the practice of misclassifying employ-
ment in order to avoid paying the correct social insurance contributions.  

Workers who have concerns in relation to their employment status have recourse to the 
Department’s Scope section.  This section determines employment status and the correct class 
of pay-related social insurance (PRSI).  Where misclassification of workers as self-employed is 
detected, the correct status and class is determined and social insurance arrears are collected as 
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required.  Depending on the length of time involved, this collection of arrears due in itself can 
impose a significant penalty on employers.

Given the concerns expressed in this House and elsewhere regarding a perceived increase 
in the incidence of self-employment, and to ensure that people are aware of their rights and the 
protections available, my Department conducted a communications campaign covering radio, 
print and social media, in relation to the issue of false self-employment during 2018 and will 
repeat aspects of this campaign again during 2019.

My Department has also increased the number of employer inspections in recent months 
with a specific focus on detecting cases of false/bogus self-employment.  It is also implement-
ing more intensive training for inspectors.  Inspections are also undertaken jointly with other 
agencies including the Revenue Commissioners and Workplace Relations Commission.  Where 
evidence of non-compliance is detected, it is pursued.   

Recognising that that there is a particular challenge when dealing with large companies I 
have tasked my Department with establishing a dedicated team to deal with the work involved 
in such employer inspections and determinations and I expect to have proposals for this team 
by the end of April.

In addition, I intend to implement a number of new legislative measures.

Firstly, I will seek to put the Code of Practice for Determining Employment Status on a 
statutory basis.  It is currently being reviewed and updated by an interdepartmental group from 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, Finance, Revenue and the Work-
place Relations Commission.

Secondly, I intend to bring forward measures to address victimisation of workers who seek 
a determination of their employment status.  

Furthermore, I’m exploring the possibility of providing for Deciding Officers in Scope Sec-
tion in my Department to make determinations on the employment status of groups or classes 
of workers who are engaged and operate on the same terms and conditions without having to 
investigate each individual worker separately.  This would go a long way to ensure consistency 
of status decisions and their timely determination.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

03/04/2019WRH05600JobPath Programme

03/04/2019WRH05700223. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if persons can be refunded the cost of a taxi to and from a JobPath appointment in cases 
in which public transport is not available in the area; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15622/19]

03/04/2019WRH05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
JobPath providers are obliged to provide a baseline level of support to each participant but are 
free to adapt that support in individual cases, provided that it is not unduly onerous. The Job-
Path contracts provide that a person should not have to travel more than 60 minutes in normal 
circumstances to attend an appointment. Where a person has transport difficulties, the JobPath 
Company can assist the person with travel arrangements tailoring the service around their par-
ticular travel requirements. 
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JobPath providers give an immediate reimbursement for travel expenses upon production of 
a ticket / evidence of travel. Fares are covered for the cheapest travel method available and taxi 
fares are generally not refunded.  

Any person who is experiencing difficulties with transport which is affecting their ability to 
engage with the JobPath service should discuss the matter with their JobPath provider so that a 
solution can be found.

03/04/2019WRJ00200Activation and Family Support Programme

03/04/2019WRJ00300224. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a person (details supplied) who is participating in Turas Nua is being denied a 
technical employment support grant, TESG, towards a course which will ensure employment 
when completed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15647/19]

03/04/2019WRJ00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
TESG (Technical Support Grant) is a grant available to customers on internal activation with 
the Department’s Intreo offices and does not apply to customers with JobPath.

Participants on JobPath receive intensive individual support to help overcome barriers to 
employment and to find jobs. Each person is assigned a personal adviser who assesses their 
skills, experience, challenges and work goals and agrees a “personal progression plan” that 
includes a schedule of activities, including relevant training and educational programmes to as-
sist them in finding full-time sustainable employment. There are no barriers to any participants 
pursuing training, including further education and training courses, providing they are relevant 
to the agreed personal progression plan. 

The JobPath providers arrange for the delivery of a broad range of education and training 
courses with a particular and strong focus on upskilling the long term unemployed. Both Job-
Path providers have their own discretionary funds available to pay for these training courses. 
Some of these courses are provided in-house while others are provided by specialist training 
providers including the Education and Training Boards (ETBs). 

The customer concerned had been exploring development opportunities with Kerry ETB 
and informed the JobPath contractor in October 2018 that she had started a part-time barbering 
course which she has since completed. At a meeting on 28th March 2019, the customer was 
sourcing hairdressing courses with Skillsnet and Kerry ETB.

No request for funding has been submitted to date by the customer.

03/04/2019WRJ00500Approved Housing Bodies

03/04/2019WRJ00600225. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if his attention has been drawn to tenancy contracts by approved housing bodies such as a body 
(details supplied) which informs tenants that their tenancy can be ended if the body plans to 
sell the premises within three months, refurbish the premises, change the use of the premises 
or if it is deemed no longer suitable for the tenant; if this tenancy agreement is approved by his 
Department for persons housed by such bodies from the social housing waiting list; his views 
on AHBs potentially using such grounds for eviction in the future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15849/19]

03/04/2019WRJ00700227. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
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his views in relation to the tenancy agreements being entered into by voluntary housing associa-
tions by which they empower the housing association to terminate the tenancy of a person as a 
result of refurbishment or sale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15578/19]

03/04/2019WRJ00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 225 and 227 together.

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 amended section 3 of the Residential 
Tenancies Act 2004 so that dwellings let by approved housing bodies (AHBs) to social hous-
ing tenants now come within the remit of the Act. The position of these tenants is significantly 
improved by the change, which commenced on 7 April 2016, as they now benefit from the fol-
lowing: 

- Increased security of tenure;

- Access to Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) dispute resolution procedures, including 
free mediation;

- Binding obligations on AHBs as landlords to, inter alia, register all tenancies, keep dwell-
ings in good repair and allow peaceful occupation. 

A number of measures have been introduced in recent years with the objective of improv-
ing security of tenure for tenants.  Security of tenure provisions under the Residential Tenan-
cies Acts 2004-2016 apply once a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling for a continuous 
period of 6 months, with no notice of termination having been served during that time.  On 
completion of the 6-month occupation, the tenant is entitled to specific protections under the 
Residential Tenancies Act as long as the tenant complies with their own obligations. One of the 
protections relates to the tenant’s entitlement to remain in occupation for up to 4 years from the 
commencement of the tenancy, where the tenancy commenced prior to 24 December 2016, and 
for up to 6 years, where the tenancy commenced on or after 24 December 2016. 

Section 62 of the Residential Tenancies Act requires a landlord to state in a tenancy ter-
mination notice the reason, or reasons, for termination.  Section 34 provides that a landlord 
must state a reason for the termination in any notice served, in accordance with the grounds 
for termination set out the Table to section 34 of the Act. A landlord may not terminate a Part 
4 tenancy except on clearly defined grounds which are set out in the Table to section 34 of the 
Act. However, an approved housing body cannot terminate a Part 4 tenancy on the grounds that 
it wishes to occupy a dwelling. 

If a landlord is terminating the tenancy on the grounds that he or she intends to substantially 
refurbish or renovate the dwelling in a way that requires the dwelling to be vacated for that 
purpose, the notice of termination must include a statement:

(a) specifying the nature of the intended works and providing a copy of any related planning 
permission. Where planning permission is not required, the notice or statement must specify the 
name of the contractor and the proposed dates for the works; and

(b) that the landlord is required to offer to the tenant a tenancy of the dwelling if it becomes 
available for re-letting within a period of 6 months, subject to certain conditions.

Section 56 of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 provides for situations where there is an 
abuse of the termination procedure in Section 34 of the Act.

It is important to note that where a tenancy is terminated for the purposes of substantial 
refurbishment or renovation and the required works are completed with the dwelling becoming 
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available for re-letting within 6 months of the termination, it must be offered for re-letting to 
the former tenant.

The landlord must confirm that the existing or current tenant has the option of commencing 
a new tenancy in the refurbished or renovated dwelling, if it becomes available within 6 months 
from the end of the notice period given (or if there is an RTB dispute on the validity of the no-
tice, within 6 months of the end of that dispute). The duty to offer a new tenancy arises where 
the tenant has provided contact details.

03/04/2019WRJ00900Home Loan Scheme

03/04/2019WRJ01000226. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will address a matter regarding the Rebuilding Ireland home loan (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15554/19]

03/04/2019WRJ01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since its launch in February 2018, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan has proven to be more 
successful than was initially anticipated. Discussions are ongoing between my Department and  
the Departments of Public Expenditure and Reform and Finance with regard to further funding 
for the scheme and I hope that these will be concluded shortly. However, in the meantime, the 
scheme remains open and all local authorities should continue to receive and process applica-
tions up to and including the issuing of loans.

Question No. 227 answered with Question No. 225.

03/04/2019WRJ01300Planning Issues

03/04/2019WRJ01400228. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when a response will issue to Sligo County Council in relation to planning approval for impera-
tive reasons for overriding public interest for the necessary upgrade of Lough Talt water supply 
treatment plant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15586/19]

03/04/2019WRJ01500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): On 14 
March 2019, the Minister for Housing Planning and Local Government referred to my Depart-
ment a Statement of Case for imperative reasons of overriding public importance (IROPI) that 
it had received from Sligo County Council  in respect of a planning application lodged with 
the Council by Irish Water for a proposed upgrading of the Lough Talt water treatment plant.  
My Department has reviewed the case and a constructive response in relation to the proposed 
compensatory measures issued to the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
on 2 April, 2019.


