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        02/04/2019WRA0Questions Nos. 1 to 10, inclusive, answered orally.

Trans European Transport Network Programme

02/04/2019WRA0050011. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
applied to the European Union to designate the Dublin to Rosslare railway line with Trans-
European Transport Network, TEN–T, core status; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14750/19]

02/04/2019WRA00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The TEN-T Core 
Network is a subset of the Comprehensive Network and represents the strategically most im-
portant nodes and links of the trans-European transport networks. 

The Core TEN-T network on the Island of Ireland links the main urban centres of Belfast-
Dublin and Cork and encompasses the road, rail and other transport modes on this route. There 
is also an offshoot to  the Core Port  of Shannon Foynes. The Dublin - Rosslare Europort rail 
line links to Rosslare Harbour, a Harbour which is on the TEN-T Comprehensive Network but 
which doesn’t meet the threshold for TEN-T Core port status. I have not applied to the Euro-
pean Commission to designate the Dublin to Rosslare railway line as part of the Core Network.

EU Transport Commissioner, Violeta Bulc, wrote to Ministers in February 2019 announc-
ing that the Commission is considering advancing the review of the TEN-T Network, which 
was due to take place no later than December 2023. My Department will be making a formal 
submission to the Commission in April 2019 requesting an early review of the TEN-T Network, 
as outlined in the Programme for a Partnership Government. This submission will note that 
national developments since the TEN-T network was established should be taken into account 
during the review, including the National Development Plan, the National Planning Frame-
work, and the implications of Brexit.

Separately, the Deputy will be aware that Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) co-funding 
is available to projects on both the comprehensive and the core parts of the TEN-T Network, 
subject to such projects satisfying the eligibility criteria of a given call for proposals, and being 
seleted in the evaluation process.

The current CEF programme finishes at end 2020. A proposal for a new Regulation of 
the Connecting Europe Facility for the period 2021 –2027 was published by the European 
Commission in May 2018. Ireland has advocated at EU level for projects on our comprehensive 
network to continue to be eligible for co-funding during the period 2021 - 2027.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Ireland submitted written comments to the European Commission in conjunction with two 
other island Member States, Cyprus and Malta, calling for projects on the comprehensive net-
work in Member States which have no land border with another Member State to be included 
as eligible actions. This position was accepted by the Commission during negotiations, and as a 
result the latest text of the proposal retains this amendment. Subject to the proposed Regulation 
being adopted, this means that during the period 2021 – 2027, projects on Ireland’s comprehen-
sive TEN-T network, includingthe rail network, will be eligible to apply for CEF co-funding 
through relevant Calls for Proposals.

Question No. 12 answered orally.

Sports Capital Programme Administration

02/04/2019WRA0080013. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will recommend that responsibility for the application and assessment of all sports capital 
grants be allocated to a fully independent body in the interests of transparency and efficiency 
and to build the best national sports infrastructure for all persons; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14772/19]

02/04/2019WRA00900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) as operated by my Department  provides 
funding to voluntary, sporting and community organisations for the provision of sports and 
recreational facilities. Over 12,000 projects have now benefited from sports capital funding 
since 1998, bringing the total allocations in that time to close to €1 billion.  The programme has 
transformed the sporting landscape of Ireland with improvements in the quality and quantity of 
sporting facilities in virtually every village, town and city in the country.   

The most recent fully completed round of the programme was the 2017 round. Under this 
2017 round a record 2,320 application were submitted and €62m was allocated to 1,837 in-
dividual projects. The exact amount allocated to each project was based on a formula which 
combined the assessment score obtained, the amount of funding sought and the total amount 
of funding available for that county based on a per-capita basis. The full scoring system and 
assessment manual was published on the Department’s website prior to any assessments com-
mencing. Ministers were presented with a list of applications and a proposed monetary al-
location for each valid application and no subsequent changes to these amounts were made.  
Further details of the allocation process are available in the Review of the 2017 Sports Capi-
tal Programme which is published on the Department’s website at http://www.dttas.ie/sites/
default/files/publications/sport/english/sports-capital-programme-2017-review/review-2017-
sports-capital-programme.pdf .

Work is now under way on the assessment of applications under the 2018 round of the 
SCP and again the full scoring system and assessment manual was published on the Depart-
ment’s website before the detailed assessment work commenced.

In relation to future funding of larger sports projects, the National Sports Policy was pub-
lished on 25th July 2018 and provided for a Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) 
with at least €100 million available over the coming years. The fund was launched in Novem-
ber 2018 and is open to applications until 17th  April 2019. Full details of the new Fund are 
available on the Department’s website. The fund will initially focus on the requirements and 
development plans of National Governing Bodies of Sport and Local Authorities and they will 
be required to prioritise their projects and certify that their proposals accord with their develop-
ment strategies and plans. As with the SCP, it is envisaged that the full scoring system will be 
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published prior to any assessment work commencing.

The SCP and the LSSIF are managed in a transparent and open manner as set out above. 
While the programmes will be reviewed on an ongoing basis, I have no plans to move respon-
sibility for sports capital grants.

Sports Facilities Provision

02/04/2019WRA0100014. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the discussions he has had with Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and the water sports 
clubs in Dún Laoghaire harbour with regard to a municipal water sports centre in the harbour; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15051/19]

02/04/2019WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Both Minister Ross and I are aware of proposals for the possible development of 
a multi-purpose watersports centre in Dun Laoghaire harbour. While I have not met with either 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council or water clubs in the harbour to discuss the proposal, 
I understand that Minister Ross did meet a delegation on September 2016 to discuss general 
issues regarding the harbour including the proposal for a National Watersports Centre. 

The National Sports Policy was published on 25th July 2018 and provided for a Large 
Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) with at least €100 million available over the coming 
years. The fund was launched in November 2018 and is open to applications until 17th April 
2019. Full details of the terms and conditions of the scheme are available on the Department’s 
website. Until proposals are received and assessed it is not possible to suggest the number of 
projects that will benefit from the fund although I do envisage a high level of demand for the 
funding available. The fund will initially focus on the requirements and development plans of 
National Governing Bodies of Sport and Local Authorities, all of which received letters inviting 
them to make applications. Accordingly, it is open to Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 
or any of the relevant water sport National Governing Bodies to make an application under the 
scheme for any project considered suitable.

02/04/2019WRA01150Public Bike Schemes

02/04/2019WRA0120015. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
basis on which the decision was taken to extend the contract for the supply, installation, main-
tenance and ongoing operation of the public bike share schemes in Cork, Galway and Limerick 
from April 2019 to May 2024; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15167/19]

02/04/2019WRA01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have no doubt that 
the Deputy welcomes the fact we have public bike schemes in most of our major cities, includ-
ing Galway. These schemes have an important role to play in fostering a cycling culture and 
providing an alternative, sustainable transport option within the cities. I can also inform the 
House that there are advanced plans to extend the scheme to Waterford, and I understand the 
National Transport Authority (NTA) expects to commence rolling out a scheme in that city to-
ward the end of this year. 

I recognise of course that investment in schemes such as these requires investment in our 
cycling infrastructure also. In that regard, as Minister, I have significantly increased the amount 
of funding available to support the development of improved cycling infrastructure and I know 
the NTA is working closely with the local authorities in all the main cities to improve cycle 
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lanes and tracks and encourage greater usage of cycling.

As the Deputy is probably aware, the arrangements for the public bike schemes are a mat-
ter in which, as Minister, I have no direct role; instead these schemes and decisions about 
them come within the functions of the National Transport Authority (NTA), and the relevant 
contract is between the NTA and a particular company.

I am advised that in May 2014, the NTA awarded a contract for the supply, installation, 
maintenance and on-going operation of Public Bike Share Schemes in Cork, Limerick and Gal-
way to a company known as Telfourth Limited. 

The term of the contract was for five years, with an option to extend by a further period of up 
to five years, at the discretion of the NTA. Accordingly, the original contract was due to expire 
in mid-May 2019.  

Obviously a decision in regard to the contract needed to be made well in advance of its ex-
piry in May this year. Key elements of the hardware and software pertaining to bike schemes 
are specific to different operators, with patents and intellectual property rights applying in many 
cases.  This means sufficient time would be required for any newly contracted party to put in 
place their own systems, docking stations, kiosks and bikes etc.

The NTA therefore considered the issue of the contract last year and in accordance with the 
terms of the original contract the NTA approved the extension of the contract with Telfourth 
Limited for a further five-year period, commencing this May and running until May 2024.

Air Safety

02/04/2019WRA0140016. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will re-
quest European wide enforcement for all safety features on offer from manufacturers as man-
datory on aircraft entering European airspace in view of recent tragic disasters involving an 
aircraft (details supplied) which did not have optional safety features fitted. [15031/19]

02/04/2019WRA0150020. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the attention 
of the Irish Aviation Authority has been drawn to fact whether a company (details supplied) 
paid for two safety features missing from an aircraft that crashed in Ethiopia and Indonesia, 
were included in the aircraft on order by the company; and if not, if the IAA will seek assur-
ances from the company that it has. [15030/19]

02/04/2019WRA0160035. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the Irish 
Aviation Authority will insist that all aircraft flying in Irish airspace are fitted with all optional 
safety extras on offer from aircraft manufacturers in view of recent tragic disasters involving 
an aircraft (details supplied) likely caused by the failure to have optional safety features fitted. 
[15029/19]

02/04/2019WRA01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 16, 20 and 35 together.

Public confidence in the safety of air travel underpins all other Government objectives in 
the aviation sector. Maintaining the highest standards of safety in Irish aviation is a priority for 
the Government.

As the Deputy is aware, the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) has statutory responsibility for 
regulating and enforcing safety standards in civil aviation in Ireland, with a remit to ensure that 
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Irish industry complies with the highest European standards. These standards are prescribed in 
EU Regulation 2018/1139, which was updated and endorsed by the European Parliament and 
the European Council in July of last year.  Overseen by the European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA), the Regulation represents a comprehensive set of aircraft and flight safety rules that 
applies across all Member States, to all aircraft registered and operating within the European 
Union.  All matters of aviation safety are coordinated and addressed at a pan-European level 
under the auspices of EASA, and that wil continue to be the case.

With regard to the specific matter of the Boeing 737 MAX aircraft, the Deputy will note that 
on March 12, the IAA suspended the operation of all variants of the Boeing 737 MAX aircraft 
into and out of Irish airspace.  This suspension, which was reinforced across the EU by EASA 
later the same day, will remain in place as a precautionary measure to ensure the continued 
safety of passengers and flight crew.  It will not be removed until such times as there are accept-
able grounds to have confidence in the safety of the aircraft model.  All further action in relation 
to the treatment of the Boeing 737 MAX aircraft will be done in close coordination with EASA.  

I am not willing to comment on what may or may not arise from the ongoing investigations 
into the crashes in Indonesia and Ethiopia, however, I can assure this House that only aircraft 
which are safety assured – to European standards - will be allowed to operate in Irish airspace.  

The IAA remains in close contact with EASA and other national aviation safety authorities 
on this matter.

Public Transport Fares

02/04/2019WRA0180017. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
lower fares to encourage uptake of public transport in relation to BusConnects plans; if he has 
reviewed the increase in fares across public transport since 2011; his views on whether the pres-
ent fare structures may be discouraging uptake; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15153/19]

02/04/2019WRA01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport, nor decisions on 
fares.  Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 
2009, the NTA is the statutory body with responsibility for the regulation of fares charged to 
passengers in respect of public transport services, provided under public service contracts.

The NTA also has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public transport 
services by way of public transport services contracts in respect of services that are socially 
necessary but commercially unviable.  

The funding of those services comprises both the fares paid by passengers and the subven-
tion payments from the Exchequer.  The main purpose of the subvention payment is to meet the 
gap between income from fares and the cost of operating services. In 2019, the Irish Exchequer 
will provide just over €300m in subvention for public service obligation (PSO) transport ser-
vices and Rural Transport Local Link services.

The BusConnects programme for Dublin will see the transformation of Dublin’s bus sys-
tem, so that journeys by bus will be fast, reliable, punctual, convenient and affordable.  Part of 
this programme is to simplify the fares structure, to encourage interchange between services 
and modes of travel and to reduce boarding times.   
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A revised fare structure is required for transport in the city which will easily allow seamless 
movement between different transport services without financial penalty.  The last NTA fares 
determination published in October 2018, follows on from the 2017 determination by taking 
another step toward this new fare structure.  

Under BusConnects the NTA proposes to move to two main fares namely, a short distance 
similar to the current 1-3 stages fare on buses in Dublin and a 90-minute fare which will allow 
travel on bus, LUAS or DART or any combination of those three PSO public transport services 
for 90 minutes.  In its last fares determination, the NTA adjusted the Dublin City bus fares to-
wards the two fare system.  However, it will take at least one other fares determination later this 
year, before the two fare system is finally in place.

Last year we saw an increase of almost 16 million passenger journeys provided by Dublin 
Bus, Bus Éireann, Irish Rail, Luas and Go-Ahead Ireland on PSO services.  That is an increase 
of over 6% compared to 2017.  I think the Deputy would agree that this increase in passenger 
growth is very positive.  The growth in public transport services has been supported by higher 
levels of subvention in 2016, 2017 and 2018 and as I mentioned earlier it was increased again 
this year to provide a total allocation of over €300m.

Finally, the €8.6bn capital investment programme for public transport under Project Ireland 
2040 will also allow us to continue investing in our public transport to ensure we can accom-
modate the future growth in passenger numbers in the years ahead.

02/04/2019WRA01950State Airports

02/04/2019WRA0200018. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of applications made for exemptions for the transportation of munitions or weapons of war 
through Shannon Airport to date in 2019 under the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of 
War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order, SI 224 of 1973; the number of these applications 
which were granted and denied, respectively, to date in 2019; the reason given for each deci-
sion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15121/19]

02/04/2019WRA0210024. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of US troops that have passed through Shannon Airport to date in 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15122/19]

02/04/2019WRA02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 18 and 24 together.

The carriage of munitions of war on board civil aircraft in Irish sovereign territory and on 
Irish registered civil aircraft, wherever they may be, is governed by the Air Navigation (Car-
riage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 1973 and 1989 (“the Or-
ders”). When considering an application for an exemption for the carriage of munitions of war 
under the Orders, my Department consults with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on 
foreign policy issues and the Department of Justice and Equality on security issues.

My Department publishes statistics on its website regarding the number of such applications 
made and further details the numbers that are granted, refused and cancelled. The statistics for 
2019 are available at the following link:

http://www.dttas.ie/sites/default/files/publications/aviation/english/statistics-munitions-
war/2019-mw-statistics-february.pdf
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One application was refused in the period in question on the advice of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade.

My Department has no function with regard to the transit of foreign military personnel 
through Irish sovereign territory or Irish Airports. Shannon Airport Authority has informed my 
Department that the number of US troops that passed through Shannon Airport between the 1st 
of January 2019 to the 22nd of March 2019 was 24,521.

Rail Network Expansion

02/04/2019WRA0230019. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be provided for the re-establishment of the rail line from Dublin to Kingscourt, County 
Cavan. [15164/19]

02/04/2019WRA02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I thank the Deputy for 
her question and her interest in this issue.

As she is aware the maintenance, renewal and operation of the rail network is a matter for 
Iarnród Éireann and I understand that you have raised this matter directly with the company in 
recent months. 

Project Ireland 2040 states that the priority funding objective in relation to mainline rail is 
the maintenance and renewal of the existing network so that it continues to provide a safe and 
reliable infrastructure that enables the provision of quality rail services for passengers across 
the country.  This means ensuring ‘steady state’ levels of investment in our rail infrastructure 
each year for the foreseeable future and requires a significant and recurring capital invest-
ment of around €200million from the taxpayer every year.

 I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the funding I have secured under Project Ireland 
2040 means that we are in a position to provide this steady state level of funding and this is 
significant and very welcome progress. 

It will deliver benefits to passengers across the network by allowing for increased levels of 
investment in things like signalling, ballast cleaning and track relaying which in turn improve 
passenger journey experience and can lead to better journey times.

These improvements will be made possible by the funding committed under Project Ireland 
2040.

Another of the commitments contained within Project Ireland 2040 is to continue to keep 
under review the potential extension of the existing M3/Parkway Line northwards to Navan. 
The next review of the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area must be completed by 
2021 and that review will reconsider the population and commuting forecasts in order to deter-
mine whether any revised Strategy might include such an extension. 

Currently the Kingscourt area is served by bus based public transport and I note that the 
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area categorises the M3/N2 route as a core regional 
bus network and the area will therefore benefit from the planned improvements along that cor-
ridor under Project Ireland 2040.

I can therefore confirm to the Deputy that there is no funding allocated under Project Ireland 
2040 for the disused Kingscourt rail line.

Question No. 20 answered with Question No. 16.
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02/04/2019WRA02550Road Network

02/04/2019WRA0260021. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
for future investment in the secondary routes in County Meath. [15150/19]

02/04/2019WRA02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local 
authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on 
those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

During the recession there were substantial cutbacks in the funding available for State grants 
for national, regional and local road programmes.  Project Ireland 2040 does provide for the 
gradual build up in funding for the road network but it will take some time to reach the level 
required for the adequate maintenance and renewal of the network. Grants in the three main 
grant categories (Restoration Improvement, Discretionary Grant and Restoration Maintenance) 
are allocated based on the length of regional and local roads within a local authority area of 
responsibility and it is envisaged that grants will continue to be made available on that basis. 

There is limited scope at present for funding projects under the Specific and Strategic Grant 
Programmes and any projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under these Grant 
Programmes are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis. All projects put forward 
by local authorities for consideration must comply with the requirements of the Public Spend-
ing Code and my Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework and it is important for local au-
thorities to prioritise projects within their overall area of responsibility with these requirements 
in mind.  

Under the capital project appraisal process a Preliminary Appraisal has to be submitted in 
relation to each proposed project.  Once an appraisal is received it is assessed taking into ac-
count other competing projects and the overall roads budget. 

I have been pleased to be able to allocate significantly increased grant funding to Meath 
County Council in respect of regional and local roads over the last two years. In this context 
grant allocations to Meath in 2019 total €19,676,500 which is an increase of over 45% com-
pared to the 2017 allocation.

02/04/2019WRA0280022. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the dis-
cussions he has had with Transport Infrastructure Ireland, TII, on the development of the Dub-
lin-Galway greenway; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14771/19]

02/04/2019WRA02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Last year I asked 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) to manage the development of the Dublin-Galway green-
way project.  Since then my officials have been involved in a number of discussions with TII 
to progress a range of matters in relation to the project. In particular, they have discussed the 
construction of an underpass under the railway line in Athlone this Easter and the subsequent 
extension of the greenway to the banks of the Shannon.

Further discussions have also been held with TII and representatives from Meath and Kildare 
County Councils and Waterways Ireland to progress and finalise sections of this greenway in 
counties Kildare and Meath.  

As a result of this work, it is planned that it will be possible to cycle off-road from May-
nooth to the banks of the Shannon later this year, a distance of approximately 100km and a very 
significant addition to our greenways infrastructure.
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In regard to further progress of the greenway west of the Shannon, officials are working 
with TII and other stakeholders to put in place a process to develop a Code of Best Practice 
for Greenways as set out in the Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional 
Greenways.

Rail Services

02/04/2019WRA0300023. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of his plans to alleviate passenger congestion on the northern commuter rail line; if measures 
will be introduced in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15169/19]

02/04/2019WRA03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy is aware 
that it is a statutory function of the National Transport Authority (NTA) to develop public trans-
port infrastructure and services in the Greater Dublin Area, including in relation to the Northern 
Line commuter line, and it is the NTA, in co-operation with Iarnród Éireann, who are develop-
ing plans as referred to by the Deputy.

The need for additional capacity on the Line arises from the increasing numbers of people 
choosing to travel by train, which is linked to the very welcome growth in the economy and 
employment generally. 

As the Deputy knows, addressing capacity needs can only be successful through a combina-
tion of short, medium and longer term responses and it is precisely that type of approach the 
NTA is implementing.

In the short term, the NTA and Iarnród Éireann introduced 10-minute DART toward the end 
of last year and, in response to particular issues on the non-DART part of the Northern Line, 
also introduced additional morning services to deal with demand. In December, additional off-
peak services, and some timetabling changes of other services were also introduced, all with the 
objective of providing additional capacity on the Line.

In the medium term, the challenge is to source additional rolling stock as efficiently and 
effectively as possible and ensuring value for money for the taxpayer in that regard.  The NTA 
and Iarnród Éireann are currently exploring two options -

1. The purchase or lease of second-hand fleet;

2. The purchase of additional carriages to augment the existing “ICR” commuter fleet.

The Deputy will be aware that the first option is complicated by the different gauge of the 
Irish rail network compared to international norms; however, the NTA has recently advertised 
seeking expressions of interest and is currently considering the responses it received, as well as 
the proposal to purchase additional carriages. I expect a decision on the medium term response 
to the capacity challenge will be made very shortly. 

In the longer term, and as part of the DART Expansion programme generally, there is a need 
to significantly increase the size of the rail fleet.  Work on developing tender documentation and 
train specifications for the proposed bi-mode fleet of rail vehicles is progressing.  It is expected 
that the formal fleet acquisition tender process will be initiated in the coming months and that 
the fleet manufacturing contract will be awarded either at the end of this year or the start of next 
year.

Question No. 24 answered with Question No. 18.
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Road Network

02/04/2019WRA0330025. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
for future investment in the primary routes in County Meath. [15151/19]

02/04/2019WRA03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and im-
provement of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Driver Licences

02/04/2019WRA0350026. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
considered introducing new driver licences that show the organ donor preferences of the holder. 
[15104/19]

02/04/2019WRA03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This facility is al-
ready available on the current plastic learner permits and driving licences. 

When applying for a learner permit or driving licence, the applicant has the option to tick 
a box on the application form if they wish to become an organ donor. If this box is ticked, the 
code 115 will appear  on their permit or licence.

Public Transport

02/04/2019WRA0370027. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his officials have costed the implementation of a programme making all public transport fully 
accessible for persons with disabilities in the next five years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10481/19]

02/04/2019WRA03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to- day operations of public transport.

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network. 

Accessibility features, such as wheelchair access and audio/visual aids, are built into all new 
public transport infrastructure projects and vehicles from the design stage. Newer systems such 
as LUAS are fully accessible. 

The National Development Plan (NDP) for the period 2018-2027, sets out the national vi-
sion and ambition for the delivery of key critical infrastructure over the next 10 years, including 
in relation to public transport infrastructure.  Investment in public transport will be accelerated 
under the NDP to support the development of an integrated and sustainable national public 
transport system.  A number of key new major public transport programmes are being consid-
ered under the NDP over the period to 2027.
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As with all new and recently developed public transport projects, these programmes will 
be fully accessible as part of the normal design. There will also be a continued investment 
programme under the NDP to fund retro-fitting of older existing public transport facilities to 
enhance accessibility.

However, work remains to be done in terms of the retro-fitting of older infrastructure to 
make it accessible for people with a disability. In particular, gaps remain in relation to railway 
infrastructure and facilities as most of the rail network was originally developed during the 
Victorian era. 

To address infrastructural legacy issues, my Department funds a programme of accessibil-
ity improvement grants, managed by the NTA, to upgrade existing and older infrastructure and 
facilities, such as

- the installation of accessible bus stops, 

- upgrading train stations to make them accessible to wheelchair users, and 

- providing grant support for the introduction of more wheelchair accessible vehicles 
(WAVs) into the taxi fleet. 

Last year I asked the NTA to provide information on the cost of making public transport 
services wheelchair accessible.

The information provided by the NTA, and other related information, is available on my 
Department’s website at http://www.dttas.gov.ie/public-transport/english/accessibility.  For the 
assistance of the Deputy, I have outlined in the table the cost figures provided by the NTA, of 
making public transport services wheelchair accessible.

Bus Stations Bus/Coaches
PSO Services

Bus Stops
PSO Coach 
Services

Train Sta-
tions

Taxis/Hack-
neys

TOTAL

€16.35 m €22.5 m €10 m €76 m €214 m €339 m

 I would emphasise that the figures provided by the NTA are estimates, due for example to 
complexities in relation to providing accessible bus stops in rural/regional areas. In addition, 
the figures relate to Public Service Obligation (PSO) services only, and to Exchequer funding 
rather than industry costs in the case of Taxi/Hackneys.

Swimming Pool Programme

02/04/2019WRA0390028. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the mediation process ongoing between Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 
and a club (details supplied) with regard to a swimming pool; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15050/19]

02/04/2019WRA04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The key policy objec-
tive of the Sport area of my Department is “To contribute to a healthier and more active society 
by promoting sports participation and supporting high performance and the provision of facili-
ties.”  Within the Sport area, the Sports Capital Programmes Division facilitates the building 
and maintenance of sports facilities by clubs, local authorities and National Governing Bodies 
(NGBs) of sport.
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The case to which the Deputy refers involves a Local Authority swimming pool that is 
now closed and requires a multi-million euro investment to become fit for purpose. The Local 
Authority needs to come to an agreement with one local sports club, whose lands surround the 
swimming pool, prior to proceeding.  Any works to the pool could cause significant disruption 
to the activities of the local sports club.  For example, access and egress by construction traffic 
to the swimming pool site, the storage of construction materials close to the site, and potential 
cordoning off of the site during construction.   

The sports club and the Local Authority have engaged on how best to move forward with 
the swimming pool renovation project.  Progress has been quite slow due to a wide range of 
complex issues.  The issue was brought to my attention and I discussed it with my official who 
in turn consulted Sport Ireland.  Sport Ireland has experience in resolving sport related disputes 
and grievances and use a panel of experienced facilitators in this regard.  

Given the relatively slow pace of progress in recent years, my official suggested to the Lo-
cal Authority and the sports club that the services of a facilitator might be useful.  Both parties 
were agreeable and Sport Ireland recommended some facilitators who might be suitable.  My 
official contacted one of the facilitators, Mr. Austin Kenny, and Mr. Kenny agreed to facilitate 
discussions between the Local Authority and the sports club.  I understand that discussions be-
tween the Local Authority and the sports club commenced soon afterwards. I further understand 
that considerable detailed technical work is underway by both parties and that once this work is 
completed, more material discussions will take place.

Facilitation is a voluntary process entered into by the relevant parties.  The status of the 
ongoing mediation process, along with terms of reference, timelines and costs, is a matter for 
the relevant parties.  

Sport Ireland would, from time to time, advise NGBs on dispute resolution, including effi-
cient approaches to mediation, facilitation and arbitration.  Requests from NGBs for assistance 
with the costs of facilitation are considered by Sport Ireland and are treated on their merits.

Road Network

02/04/2019WRA0410029. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
assessment made to establish the extent to which the proposed new ring road in Galway will con-
tribute to transport carbon emissions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15166/19]

02/04/2019WRA04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and construc-
tion of individual national roads, including appraisal of their environmental impact, is a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

 Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

However, I would add that there is a common misrepresentation of road investment as be-
ing in some manner opposed to investment in public transport or cycling and walking.  Given 
our size and population, the most important mode of public transport in Ireland is buses - and  
the delivery and maintenance of high quality road infrastructure is crucial for the sustainable 
mobility all vehicles, not least buses, coaches and bicycles.
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Tourism Promotion

02/04/2019WRB0020030. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he is taking to develop the Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands tourism brand; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14770/19]

02/04/2019WRB00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): It is now almost one 
year since I launched the Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands tourism experience brand.  I am satisfied 
with progress so far and the area has great potential for further development.

As a tourism experience brand, Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands stands to benefit from a broad 
programme of Fáilte Ireland supports.  Initial investment has been designed to help develop 
visitor experiences and associated tourism infrastructure, products, services and marketing.  
The next phase of brand development includes Tourism Master Plans for the River Shannon 
and Beara Breifne Way – the two centrepieces of the brand offering.

The development of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands on the ground is led by Fáilte Ireland and 
I have asked the agency to provide the  Deputy with further detail as to the development plans.  
Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

Brexit Issues

02/04/2019WRB0040031. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if drivers 
crossing the Border will require green cards for the purposes of insurance after Brexit; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9849/19]

02/04/2019WRB00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Let me explain first 
what the Green Card system is.  Green Cards were introduced before the Treaty of Rome, as 
a way of facilitating travel within Europe.  Before the creation of the Green Card system, per-
sons travelling with mechanically propelled vehicles between countries had to make separate 
insurance arrangements and carry separate documentation for each country they entered.  The 
Green Card is a document which functions as proof of insurance, to be produced as such when 
required.  It is not an insurance policy.

48 countries, including all EU Member States, are party of the Green Card system.  How-
ever, under the terms of the EU Motor Insurance Directive, Green Cards are not required for 
travel within the EU.  When the UK leaves the EU it will ceases to be a Member State and will 
therefore cease to be covered by the Directive.

What follows depends on the circumstances in which the UK leaves the EU.  In the case of 
a departure based on the Withdrawal Agreement negotiated between the EU and the UK, there 
would be a transition period to December 2020, during which Green Cards would not be re-
quired.  The intention is for this period to be used to negotiate a lasting arrangement between the 
EU and the UK, which would also avoid the need for Green Cards.  Were such a final agreement 
not to be in place at the end of the transition period, the Backstop element of the Withdrawal 
Agreement would take effect.  Once again, this should mean no need for Green Cards.

In the event of the UK departing from Europe with no deal in place, the default posi-
tion would be that Green Cards would be required for EU-registered vehicles entering the UK 
and for UK-registered vehicles entering the EU.  The body responsible for Green Cards in Ire-
land is the Motor Insurers Bureau of Ireland (MIBI).  In order to prepare for the contingency of 
a possible no deal Brexit, the MIBI rightly took measures, in conjunction with insurance com-
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panies and brokers, to be ready to issue Green Cards if necessary.  I understand that planning 
began last Autumn.  During March 2019, given the lack of certainty on the future of the Brexit 
process, the issuing of Green Cards to motorists began.

It is possible under the Directive for the EU Commission to waive the requirement for 
Green Cards from any particular Third Country.  In order for this to happen, it is a requirement 
that the national Motor Insurers Bureaux of all the Member States unanimously request it.  I 
gather that all of the Bureaux have indeed made this request in respect of the UK, to take ac-
count of the possibility of a no deal outcome.  The Commission has not responded to date, and 
we continue to request a decision.   

If in spite of all efforts to the contrary a no deal Brexit should occur, and pending any deci-
sion by the Commission on a waiver of Green Cards, the default position will be that Green 
Cards will be required.  

As I have said, the Green Card is used as proof of insurance and is not an insurance policy.  
The essential question for Irish motorists will then be whether their insurance policies cover 
driving in the UK.  I understand that the vast majority of Irish motor insurance policies already 
include cover for travel in the UK and will continue to do so even in a no-deal Brexit. However, 
they will need to carry the Green Card as proof of insurance if no other agreement is reached 
in the meantime.  

It is possible that some policies may not cover driving in the UK  in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit. I would therefor advise drivers who may be travelling to or through Northern Ireland or 
Great Britain to check their motor insurance policies and, if in doubt, check with their insurers 
that such travel would be covered. 

The position taken by authorities in Northern Ireland and Britain in relation to Green Cards 
for vehicles entering their jurisdiction from the EU in the event of a no deal Brexit is a matter 
for those authorities.

Legislative Process

02/04/2019WRB0060032. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the Irish Aviation Authority (amendment) Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15127/19]

02/04/2019WRB00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will 
be aware, a draft Irish Aviation Authority (Amendment) Bill was discussed at the Joint Com-
mittee on Transport, Tourism and Sport in November 2017 as part of pre-legislative scrutiny.  
As explained during that session, the purpose of the Bill was to provide an additional funding 
stream for the IAA - by way of an industry levy - in respect of its civil aviation security respon-
sibilities.  As I recall, the Committee was broadly supportive of the proposals. 

However, during follow-up consultations with the Office of the Attorney General, further 
legal consideration was given to whether the proposals set out in the draft Bill were more ap-
propriate to be provided for in Regulations made under Section 3 of the European Communities 
Act 1972, and therefore brought forward under Statutory Instrument.  Further instructions in 
that regard have recently been provided by my Department to the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, the outcome of which I hope will be final clarity on the way forward on this matter. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that the issue is entirely around establishing whether the propos-
als should be brought forward under primary or secondary legislation.  The substance of the 
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proposals remains as discussed with the Committee.

Public Transport

02/04/2019WRB0080033. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
is satisfied that the public consultation process for residents along the proposed MetroLink and 
BusConnects route in the Griffith Avenue, Drumcondra, Dublin 9 area was carried out in good 
faith; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15149/19]

02/04/2019WRB00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy will be 
well aware of the need to transform public transport.  In order to embark on that transforma-
tion, the relevant agencies of course need to consult with communities.

Since the launch of BusConnects and MetroLink, the NTA has engaged in an extensive con-
sultation process with citizens and community groups across the city.

There’s been a wealth of information published online and in the press in relation to Metro-
Link and for each and every one of the 16 BusConnects corridors, as well as a huge amount of 
detail provided last summer in relation to the proposed new BusConnects network as it was first 
published.

There’s also been active and sustained personal engagement with communities and citizens 
across the city to explain the proposals but also, of course, to listen to people’s views.

As well as the above, the NTA has written to each and every individual property owner who 
might be personally impacted by the proposals under BusConnects and has offered a one-to-
one meeting to explain, in person and in detail, the implications, the timelines and the process 
involved.

As it embarks upon this transformation to improve transport services, the NTA is active-
ly engaging with all  local communities, listening to a wide range of views and publishing 
revised proposals to address many of the issues raised.  

I am very satisfied that these consultations have been substantial in terms of their scale, 
reach and depth of engagement and that local communities will continue to engage with the 
NTA in the ongoing consultations.

02/04/2019WRB00950Sports Capital Programme

02/04/2019WRB0100034. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
sports capital programme funds will be announced; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15100/19]

02/04/2019WRB01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme opened for applications on 
Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 19th October.  By that deadline, 
a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.  
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Work is now under way in assessing the new 2018 applications.  For the first time, appli-
cants who have submitted incorrect documentation under this round will be given the oppor-
tunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While there will be no undue 
delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to correct documenta-
tion, the record number of applications received and the detailed information contained in each 
application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications assessed. Accord-
ingly, I expect that it will be the third quarter of this year before the full set of allocations are 
announced.

Question No. 35 answered with Question No. 16.

Light Rail Projects

02/04/2019WRB0130036. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the process 
by which he could direct the National Transport Authority, NTA, to consider and develop alter-
native alignments for the southside section of the metro.  [15087/19]

02/04/2019WRB01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
my reply to his previous question Priority Question No. 5 which I answered earlier.

Light Rail Projects

02/04/2019WRB0150037. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
on an alteration to the design of MetroLink to ensure the section running from the estuary 
roundabout in Swords along the R132 to south of the Fosterstown lands remains underground 
as opposed to the current plan of part underground and part in a cut; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15168/19]

02/04/2019WRB0160060. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the MetroLink project; if a cost-benefit analysis has been carried out on the new route; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15102/19]

02/04/2019WRB01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 37 and 60 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area, including MetroLink. 

In relation to a cost-benefit analysis, all expenditure of public money must comply with the 
requirements of the Public Spending Code and for projects such as MetroLink it is a require-
ment of that Code that a detailed business case be submitted to Government for its approval 
before the project can proceed to planning. I am informed that the NTA expects to submit a 
Railway Order application to An Bord Pleanála in Quarter 2 2020. I expect therefore that a such 
a detailed business case will be submitted to my Department in advance of that Railway Order 
application. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputies’ questions to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.
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02/04/2019WRB01750Road Projects Expenditure

02/04/2019WRB0180038. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ra-
tionale for rescheduling funding from the upgrade project of the A5 motorway; if funding will 
be provided for same in the future; the revised timeline indicated for the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9752/19]

02/04/2019WRB01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning and im-
plementation of the A5 upgrade project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.  

The current funding arrangements in relation to the A5 are governed by the Stormont House 
Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start. Under this  Agreement the Government 
is committed to provide funding of £75 million (sterling) towards the cost of Phase 1a of the 
A5 upgrade scheme.  The aim of this commitment was to facilitate the delivery of this phase of 
the scheme as soon as possible once the planning process in Northern Ireland was concluded. 

As part of the Capital Plan Review in 2017 financial provision was made for meeting the 
Government’s commitment regarding the A5 in 3 tranches over the period 2019 to 2021.  When 
those allocations were put in place it was anticipated that the planning process would have con-
cluded and construction of the 1st phase  started before now.  

However, legal challenges to the approval of the scheme have resulted in unavoidable de-
lays to the timeframe for implementation of the scheme.  Following judicial review proceedings 
last year the scheme approval was quashed. 

Allowing for the time required by the Northern Ireland Department for Infrastructure (DfI) 
to review work previously undertaken on the scheme and implement necessary statutory pro-
cedures, it was evident, following liaison at official level, that the initial €27 million tranche of 
funding would not be drawn down this year and would need to be rolled forward.  As was the 
case for previous Government contributions, it is envisaged that payments towards the cost of 
the A5 will be based on an agreed protocol and linked to the achievement of construction stage 
milestones.  Funding has been assured from 2020 onwards.

Road Projects

02/04/2019WRB0200039. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be provided for the extension of the M3 motorway to Cavan town and the east-west link 
which are needed in the north east; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15165/19]

02/04/2019WRB02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.   

 With regard to upgrading the East - West road linking Dundalk to Cavan it should be noted 
that there are a considerable number of financial requests from Local Authorities for road im-
provement projects across the country. However my Department has provided an allocation this 
year to Cavan County Council to allow the project appraisal for this road to be updated. 

 As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
planning, design and construction of individual national roads (including any upgrade of the 
N3) is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authori-
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ties concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Bus Services

02/04/2019WRB0220040. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to the continuous reliability issues affecting the 115 Bus Éireann service 
in Kilcock, County Kildare; the steps he is taking to ensure this issue is resolved; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15163/19]

02/04/2019WRB02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for Bus Éireann, in conjunction with the National Transport Authority, and I have for-
warded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

Road Projects

02/04/2019WRB0240041. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the Bonagee link road project in County Donegal; when the project will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14945/19]

02/04/2019WRB02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and con-
struction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

02/04/2019WRB02550Dublin Bus Fleet

02/04/2019WRB0260042. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has had discussions with the NTA and other stakeholders with regard to increasing the Dub-
lin Bus fleet in view of the increasing urgency of action on climate change; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15052/19]

02/04/2019WRB02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsibility for ensuring the develop-
ment and delivery of public transport infrastructure including the provision of additional buses 
to the PSO bus fleet in Dublin. 

I am aware that the overall bus fleet has increased in the Dublin over the last number of 
years and those increases are supporting extended and improved services across the city. It is 
also the case that the overall PSO bus fleet in Dublin will increase again this year through the 
bus purchase programme as part of BusConnects.
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Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your queries to the 
NTA for their consideration and direct reply.  Please notify my office if you have not received a 
reply within 10 working days.

Driver Licences

02/04/2019WRB0280043. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
introduce measures in order to allow asylum seekers to apply for driver licences; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15106/19]

02/04/2019WRB02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have asked my of-
ficials, in consultation with my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, to re-examine 
the question of whether we should issue driving licences to asylum-seekers. I understand that 
the Minister for Justice and Equality is seeking background material from the European Migra-
tion Network as to interpretation and implementation of Article 12 of Directive 2006/26/EC.

Rural Transport Services

02/04/2019WRB0300044. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the policy 
initiatives he is considering to ensure better public transport services in rural areas; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15098/19]

02/04/2019WRB03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The Deputy will be aware that in recognition of the value and benefit of rural transport to 
many communities, the Programme for a Partnership Government undertakes to examine how 
best to improve integration of services in the rural bus network within regions. This matter is 
being examined and developed by my Department in the context of the wider work on which it 
has embarked around a review of public transport policy, which is another commitment in the 
Programme for Government.  

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand.

The Action Plan for Rural Development, “Realising our Rural Potential”, contains a num-
ber of commitments in relation to public transport initiatives in rural areas, ie Actions 252-255 
and 257. The Department of Rural and Community Development, which has responsibility for 
“Realising our Rural Potential”, publishes Progress Reports on all Actions in the Plan, includ-
ing initiatives relating to public transport in rural areas.

I am committed to the further development of public transport services in rural areas and 
that is why funding has been increased over the past number of years, for both PSO and Lo-
cal Link services in rural areas. The NTA is continually working with Bus Éireann to provide 
improvements on its contracted services, including improvements to many non-urnban services 
made last year with more changes planned for this year. The increased funding has also enabled 
the introduction of 66 new commuter services into the Local Link network, operating five, six 
or seven days per week, as well as demand-responsive services. Key features of these new ser-
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vices include greater integration with existing public transport services and better linkage of 
services between and within towns and villages.

As the Deputy will be aware, I tasked the NTA to examine the potential to extend existing 
Local Link services into the evening. Subsequently, the NTA approved funding for 65 new pilot 
evening and late night Local Link services, operating across all 26 counties, to run on a pilot 
basis for 6 months to end December last. Following a review of the services by the NTA, the 
pilot was extended until end quarter 1 2019, to allow the NTA to conduct a further review of the 
performance of the services.

Swimming Pool Programme

02/04/2019WRB0320045. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
role in the mediation process between Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and a club 
(details supplied) with regard to a swimming pool; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15049/19]

02/04/2019WRB03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
my reply to his similar question on this matter today (Question No. 28 refers) in which I set out 
my role in this matter and which I have copied below for the Deputy’s information. 

The key policy objective of the Sport area of my Department is “To contribute to a healthier 
and more active society by promoting sports participation and supporting high performance 
and the provision of facilities.”  Within the Sport area, the Sports Capital Programmes Divi-
sion facilitates the building and maintenance of sports facilities by clubs, local authorities and 
National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of sport.

The case to which the Deputy refers involves a Local Authority swimming pool that is 
now closed and requires a multi-million euro investment to become fit for purpose. The Local 
Authority needs to come to an agreement with one local sports club, whose lands surround the 
swimming pool, prior to proceeding.  It would be expected that any works to the pool could 
cause significant disruption to the activities of the local sports club.  For example, access and 
egress by construction traffic to the swimming pool site, the storage of construction materials 
close to the site, and potential cordoning off of the site during construction.   

Over the last number of years, the sports club and the Local Authority have engaged on how 
best to move forward with the swimming pool renovation project.  Progress has been quite slow 
due to a wide range of complex issues.  The issue was brought to my attention and I discussed it 
with my official who in turn consulted Sport Ireland.  Sport Ireland has experience in resolving 
sport related disputes and grievances and use a panel of experienced facilitators in this regard.  

Given the relatively slow pace of progress in recent years, my official suggested to the Local 
Authority and the sports club that the services of a facilitator might be useful.  Both parties were 
agreeable and Sport Ireland recommended some facilitators who might be suitable.  My official 
contacted one of the facilitators, Mr. Austin Kenny, and Mr. Kenny agreed to facilitate discus-
sions between the Local Authority and the sports club.  I understand that discussions between 
the Local Authority and the sports club commenced soon afterwards.  I further understand that 
considerable detailed technical work is underway by both parties and that once this work is 
completed, more material discussions will take place.

Facilitation is a voluntary process entered into by the relevant parties.  The status of the 
ongoing mediation process, along with terms of reference, timelines and costs, is a matter for 
the relevant parties.  
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Sport Ireland would, from time to time, advise NGBs on dispute resolution, including effi-
cient approaches to mediation, facilitation and arbitration.  Requests from NGBs for assistance 
with the costs of facilitation are considered by Sport Ireland and are treated on their merits.

Military Aircraft Landings

02/04/2019WRB0340046. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 222 of 14 February 2019, the munitions for which his Department 
granted an exemption on an aircraft (details supplied). [15028/19]

02/04/2019WRB03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This aircraft was 
granted an exemption for the carriage of munitions of war in respect of the personal weapons 
of the troops on board with no ammunition present pursuant to Article 5 of the Air Navigation 
(Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 1973 and 1989.

Tourism Industry

02/04/2019WRB0360047. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the efforts 
being made to increase overseas tourism numbers both nationally and in County Carlow; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15101/19]

02/04/2019WRB03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter raised by 
the Deputy is an operational matter for the tourism agencies. I have referred the Deputy’s Ques-
tion to Tourism Ireland and Fáilte Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Mountain Rescue Service

02/04/2019WRC0020048. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he plans to take to ensure that the mountain rescue teams have enough resources to fulfil their 
vital role; the extra resources provided to each team in 2019; the amount paid to each team in 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15099/19]

02/04/2019WRC00300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department has 
recently carried out an internal review of the administration of the mountain rescue grants.  In 
recognition of the fact that patterns of activity have increased since the grant was originally 
apportioned, I have recently approved an increased allocation for 2019 within the Irish Coast 
Guard’s overall allocation.  My officials are currently working on the specific allocations to the 
teams and Mountain Rescue Ireland. These will be announced over the next couple of months.

 The following Table sets out the amount in 2018 paid to each team.

2018  Grant Amount
€

Sligo-Leitrim Mountain Rescue Team 7,407.00
SARDA- Search and Rescue Dog   Association 7,407.00
Glen of Imaal Mountain Rescue Team 14,815.00
South Eastern Mountain Rescue Team 7,407.00
Kerry Mountain Rescue Team 14,815.00



Questions - Written Answers

22

2018  Grant Amount
€

Donegal Mountain Rescue Team 7,407.00
ICRO 18,520.00
Mayo Mountain Rescue Team 7,407.00
Galway Mountain Rescue Team 7,407.00
Dublin & Wicklow Mountain Rescue 14,815.00
Mountain Rescue Ireland 18,520.00

Rail Services

02/04/2019WRC0040049. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the capital 
funding secured to improve the Mullingar to Dublin rail service in terms of additional carriages 
and extra journeys due to the continuous issues being experienced by passengers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15125/19]

02/04/2019WRC00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport. 
The National Transport Authority (NTA) has a statutory responsibility for the provision of rail 
infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, into which the rail service about which the Deputy is 
asking operates).

In view of the NTA’s responsibility in these matters, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to it for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

Haulage Industry

02/04/2019WRC0060050. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the work to minimise the impacts of Brexit on the haulage industry here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15105/19]

02/04/2019WRC00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department has 
kept in close contact with road haulage stakeholders such as the Irish Road Haulage Associa-
tion, Freight Transport Association Ireland, IBEC, the Irish Exporters Association and the Brit-
ish Irish Chambers of Commerce throughout the Brexit negotiations.  I also met with Freight 
Transport Association Ireland on 29 January last.  My Department continues to work with the 
industry representative bodies to keep hauliers and enterprises informed of developments and 
prospects, as indeed is our long-established practice.  

My Department hosted a Freight Forum with stakeholders including haulage industry repre-
sentative bodies on 21 January 2019 to inform them of Brexit developments.  My Department, 
along with the Department of Foreign Affairs, the Revenue Commissioners and the Department 
of Agriculture addressed the group.  On 14 March, my Department issued a comprehensive 
Brexit Communications Notice to all licensed international haulage operators, which outlines 
the position in relation to a range of transport issues arising under Brexit.  This notice is pub-
lished on my Department’s website and the information available online will continue to be 
updated to keep industry stakeholders informed of Brexit developments.  I can assure you that 
I and other Government Ministers continue to engage with our EU partners to find solutions for 
the road freight transport sector to minimise the potential disruption to Irish hauliers’ access to 
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and through the UK in the event of a “no deal” Brexit.  In December 2018, the European Com-
mission made a proposal for a regulation relating to road freight transport in order to maintain 
basic connectivity in the event of a “no deal” Brexit.  In this situation, this temporary measure 
will allow EU hauliers to continue to access the UK for a limited period of time, provided that 
the UK gives reciprocal treatment to EU companies and operators.  The finalisation of this 
regulation is at an advanced stage.  

All Government Departments and agencies, including my Department, are continuing their 
contingency planning for Brexit.  The Government remains firmly of the view that ratifying the 
Withdrawal Agreement that has been agreed between the EU and the UK remains the best way 
to ensure an orderly UK exit. At its meeting on 11 December 2018, the Government decided to 
give greater immediate priority to the preparations for a “no deal” Brexit. This work is being co-
ordinated by the Department of the Taoiseach in collaboration with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, and involves all Government Departments and agencies.  

The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, along with other Government Depart-
ments, has emphasised the importance of stakeholders taking all necessary steps within their 
control to prepare for Brexit, including undertaking contingency planning to minimise the im-
pact of Brexit on their operations. I would encourage haulage operators to refer to the European 
Commission’s published Notices to Stakeholders in the field of transport and the basic connec-
tivity Regulation.

Air Safety

02/04/2019WRC0080051. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
introduce regulation for drones; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15103/19]

02/04/2019WRC00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) has statutory responsibility for aviation safety regula-
tion in Ireland, including the regulation of remotely piloted aircraft systems (drones), as provid-
ed for under  S.I. No. 563/2015 - Irish Aviation Authority (Small Unmanned Aircraft (Drones) 
and Rockets) Order, 2015.  To date over 10,000 drones and model aircraft have been registered.  

A key objective of regulation is to prevent unintentional misuse of drones which may lead 
to safety or security concerns.  Correct operation of drones offer many benefits in a wide range 
of economic and social areas; however misuse can be harmful.  

There are robust and effective drone management systems and procedures in place at the 
State airports which have proven effective in managing the response to the incursion at Dublin 
Airport on 21 February and in minimising the impact on schedules. Following that event, an Ad 
Hoc Meeting on Drones was hosted by my Department where a discussion with key stakehold-
ers took place regarding safety, security and operational impacts of drones at airports. 

As an action from the meeting, my Department and the IAA are jointly seeking to organise 
a symposium in May bringing together some leading international experts on drones and the 
relevant stakeholders in Ireland with a view to considering possible improvements to our cur-
rent arrangements for managing the threat posed by drones in the aviation sector in particular. 

European Union regulation in relation to the registration and operation of drones will take 
effect next year. More specifically, the European Aviation Safety Agency proposals for a unified 
set of drone rules for all EU countries were approved at the end of February and the Implement-
ing Regulation is expected to be published in early summer 2019 and to become applicable 12 
months later (June 2020). These Regulations may result in some changes to the current national 
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legislation.

Sports Organisations

02/04/2019WRC0100052. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to put 
pressure on an organisation (details supplied) to implement the findings of a report; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15054/19]

02/04/2019WRC01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): All National Govern-
ing Bodies of sport (NGBs) are independent, autonomous bodies and are responsible for their 
own governance procedures. 

It is vital that the highest standards of governance are in place across all levels of Irish sport 
to ensure accountability, fairness and transparency across organisational activities and support 
the integrity of sport both at home and abroad. The Government’s National Sports Policy 2018-
2027 recognises the importance of good governance for the effective and efficient running of 
sport and it includes an action that Sport Ireland will oversee a process to have all NGBs and 
Local Sports Partnerships (LSPs) adopt the Governance Code for the Community, Voluntary 
and Charity Sector by the end of 2021. 

I believe that the Governance Code adequately captures the principles of good governance 
and that it provides the most appropriate framework against which to assess NGBs and LSPs in 
developing stronger governance.  

I have made it clear that all sporting bodies in receipt of public funding must work towards 
compliance with the Governance Code for the Community, Voluntary and Charity Sector.  My 
Department and Sport Ireland have underlined that future funding for NGBs and LSPs will be 
conditional on compliance with the Governance Code. 

I understand that the organisation in question is in the process of adopting the Code. I would 
encourage the organisation to complete its adoption of the Governance Code at the earliest op-
portunity.

Public Transport

02/04/2019WRC0120053. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of plans to reduce the carbon emissions of the public transport fleet nationwide; the steps taken; 
the targets in this regard; if the targets are being met; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15170/19]

02/04/2019WRC01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): According to the most 
recent estimates from the Environment Protection Agency (2017), the national public transport 
fleet, encompassing rail, buses and small public service vehicles (SPSVs), represents just over 
4% of all transport emissions. While no specific carbon emission reduction targets have been set 
for public transport I firmly believe that the sector has a strong leadership role in normalising 
the use of alternative fuels and technologies.

A programme of work is currently under way to promote the use of alternative fuels and to 
maximise the potential contribution of public transport towards reducing our overall transport 
emissions profile. Project Ireland 2040 has committed €8.6 billion to public transport over the 
coming years to 2027. This investment will enable the sector to cater, in an environmentally 
sustainable way, for the increasing transport demand associated with growing population and 
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employment. Major sustainable transport projects planned include BusConnects, investment in 
the DART Expansion Programme; and the MetroLink; as well as the multi-annual urban cy-
cling and walking infrastructure investment of over €110 million underway for our main cities.

In relation to the national bus fleet, as the Deputy will be aware, the NDP has committed us to 
no longer purchase diesel-only buses for the urban public bus fleet from July 2019.   Under the 
BusConnects programme, which is to be administered by the National Transport Authority, by 
2023, half of the Dublin bus fleet (approximately 500 buses) will be converted, with plans for 
full conversion by 2030. The programme is expected to be expanded to include urban bus fleets 
in Cork, Galway and potentially Limerick and Waterford. In preparation for this transition, my 
Department has undertaken a series of bus trials which are expected to conclude in April 2019. 
The findings from the trials will be considered, along with other research and market informa-
tion, to inform the future direction of bus procurement.

It is also important to recognise the potential contribution of electrified rail to our decarboni-
sation objectives. Over the coming years an estimated €2 billion will be invested in the DART 
Expansion Programme which is a series of projects that will create a full metropolitan area 
DART network for Dublin, with all of the lines linked and connected. High-frequency electri-
fied services to Drogheda, Celbridge/Hazelhatch, Maynooth and M3 Parkway are envisaged 
under the Programme. It will also include new stations to provide interchange with bus, LUAS 
and Metro networks. It is also expected that in 2022, Ireland will accept delivery of its first new 
diesel-electric trains which will enable the enlargement of the rail fleet by approximately some 
300 new rail carriages. These major rail projects will help supplement the range of viable low 
carbon alternatives to private passenger car travel and positively impact our sectoral emissions 
profile.

Finally, regarding the SPSV sector (taxis, hackneys and limousines); in line with our ambi-
tion that by 2030 all new cars and vans sold in Ireland will be zero-emission capable, it is clear 
that electrification presents an achievable pathway towards decarbonisation. To this end, the 
Electric SPSV Grant Scheme was established by my Department and opened to applicants in 
February 2018, providing purchase grants of up to €7,000 for battery electric vehicles and up 
to €3,500 for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, available in addition to the range of other incen-
tives and supports for electric vehicles. €500,000 has been allocated from my Department’s 
Green Public Transport Fund in support of the initiative in 2019.

Road Projects Status

02/04/2019WRC0140054. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the progress of the A5; the details of his engagement with his counterpart in Northern 
Ireland on the project; the funding which will be made available for the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14946/19]

02/04/2019WRC01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning and im-
plementation of the A5 upgrade project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.  

The current funding arrangements in relation to the A5 are governed by the Stormont House 
Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start. Under this  Agreement the Government 
is committed to provide funding of £75 million (sterling) towards the cost of Phase 1a of the 
A5 upgrade scheme.  The aim of this commitment was to facilitate the delivery of this phase of 
the scheme as soon as possible once the planning process in Northern Ireland was concluded. 

As part of the Capital Plan Review in 2017 financial provision was made for meeting the 
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Government’s commitment regarding the A5 in 3 tranches over the period 2019 to 2021.  When 
those allocations were put in place it was anticipated that the planning process would have con-
cluded and construction of the 1st phase started before now.  

However, legal challenges to the approval of the scheme have resulted in unavoidable de-
lays to the timeframe for implementation of the scheme.  Following judicial review proceedings 
last year the scheme approval was quashed. 

In the absence of the Northern Ireland Executive I  do not currently have a counterpart 
and the North South Ministerial Council has not been meeting.  However, liaison is continu-
ing, including meetings of the Senior Officials Group comprising Northern and Southern of-
ficials established to oversee implementation of the Fresh Start Agreement.  

Allowing for the time required by the Northern Ireland Department for Infrastructure (DfI) 
to review work previously undertaken on the scheme and implement necessary statutory pro-
cedures, it was evident, following liaison at official level, that the initial €27 million tranche of 
funding would not be drawn down this year and would need to be rolled forward.  As was the 
case for previous Government contributions, it is envisaged that payments towards the cost of 
the A5 will be based on an agreed protocol and linked to the achievement of construction stage 
milestones.  Funding has been assured from 2020 onwards.

Railway Stations

02/04/2019WRC0160055. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the difficulties caused to persons with disabilities by the failure of lifts 
at DART and rail stations across the city and that these failures are ongoing and constant and 
make accessing public transport impossible for many persons; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15152/19]

02/04/2019WRC01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

The issues raised by the Deputy are operational matters for Iarnród Éireann and I have for-
warded your questions to the company for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

Rail Services Provision

02/04/2019WRC0180056. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which it is proposed to increase the capacity of the commuter rail service in the north 
County Kildare commuter belt, with particular reference to the rail stations at Sallins, Cel-
bridge, Confey, Leixlip, Maynooth and Kilcock, having particular regard to the need to ensure 
the availability of extra carriages in order to eliminate the prospect of passengers standing with 
consequent health and safety issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15120/19]

02/04/2019WRC01900465. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent of proposed augmentation and investment in rail services over the next five years, with 
particular reference to the extent that services can be tailored to meet the ongoing travel require-
ments of commuters such as identifying the way in which rail services in general can meet the 
demands of medium to middle distance commuters from towns and villages outside the greater 
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Dublin area thereby alleviating road traffic congestion and reducing travel times; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [15451/19]

02/04/2019WRC02000466. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for investment in rail services over the next five years including extensions to services; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15452/19]

02/04/2019WRC02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 56, 465 and 466 together.

Project Ireland 2040 states that the priority funding objective in relation to mainline rail is 
the maintenance and renewal of the existing network so that it continues to provide a safe and 
reliable infrastructure that enables the provision of quality rail services for passengers across 
the country.  This means ensuring ‘steady state’ levels of investment in our rail infrastructure 
each year for the foreseeable future and requires a significant and recurring capital invest-
ment of around €200 million from the taxpayer every year.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that the funding I have secured under Project Ireland 
2040 means that we are in a position to provide this steady state level of funding and this is 
significant and very welcome progress. 

In addition to that significant increase in funding to support the infrastructure, we have also 
been increasing the funding available to support expanded services across the country through 
the PSO subsidy. That subsidy amounts to around €140 million each year and is paid in accor-
dance with the Public Services Contract that Iarnród Éireann has entered into with the NTA.

So the Deputy can see we have improved the funding framework which in turn has allowed 
the National Transport Authority and Iarnród Éireann deliver an improved passenger experi-
ence. 

Such improvements to date include:

- Introduction of 10 minute DART services;

- All peak-time DART services operated by 6 or 8-car train sets only;

- Additional off-peak capacity added to the Kildare Line, Maynooth and Northern Line 
services;

- Increased usage of the Phoenix Park Tunnel for Kildare Line services;

- Improved journey times on a number of key Intercity routes; and

- The roll-out of the City Centre Re-signalling Project, which will improve train movements 
thereby providing improved passenger capacity across the network.

Those are all immediate measures but obviously I know there are other medium and longer-
term measures required, and key to those measures is the provision of additional rail fleet.

In the medium term, the challenge is to source additional rolling stock as efficiently and 
effectively as possible and ensuring value for money for the taxpayer in that regard.  The NTA 
and Iarnród Éireann are currently exploring two options  – 

1. The purchase or lease of second-hand fleet;

2. The purchase of additional carriages to augment the existing “ICR” commuter fleet.
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The Deputy will be aware that the first option is complicated by the different gauge of the 
Irish rail network; however, the NTA has recently advertised seeking expressions of interest and 
is currently considering the responses it received, as well as the proposal to purchase additional 
carriages. I expect a decision on the medium term response to the capacity challenge will be 
made very shortly.

In the longer term, and as part of the DART Expansion programme generally, there is a need 
to significantly increase the size of the rail fleet.  Work on developing tender documentation and 
train specifications for the proposed bi-mode fleet of rail vehicles is progressing.  It is expected 
that the formal fleet acquisition tender process will be initiated in the coming months and that 
the fleet manufacturing contract will be awarded either at the end of this year or the start of next 
year.

I hope therefore the Deputy can recognise that there are a number of short, medium and 
longer-term measures underway which are designed to deal with the very welcome increased 
numbers of passengers availing of our rail network.

Traffic Management

02/04/2019WRC0220057. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the steps he has taken to date to alleviate M50 traffic congestion; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14930/19]

02/04/2019WRC02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, operation and im-
provement of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) along with other stakeholders, is continuing to imple-
ment a number of measures on the M50 to optimise operational efficiency.  

It should be noted that  a single piece of infrastructure cannot be looked at in isolation in 
an urban context.  The National Transport Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy for the GDA 
2016- 2035 sets out a number of projects and initiatives for the Greater Dublin Area that, when 
implemented, will greatly ease congestion for commuters. Project Ireland 2040 provides the 
funding for flagship projects such as BusConnects, DART Expansion and MetroLink.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII and NTA for a direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Road Network

02/04/2019WRC0240058. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects to be in a position to address the issues of undercapacity on the M4 
Maynooth to Leixlip in the short term in view of the daily occurrence of accidents and traffic 
jams; his views on whether the situation warrants immediate attention; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15119/19]

02/04/2019WRC02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, operation 
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and improvement of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
(TII) in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Driver Test

02/04/2019WRC0260059. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason the number of driver test instructors hired in 2018 failed to reach the target set; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15148/19]

02/04/2019WRC02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

Question No. 60 answered with Question No. 37.

02/04/2019WRD00200Cabinet Committee Meetings

02/04/2019WRD0030061. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach when Cabinet committee C (European 
Union including Brexit) last met. [15112/19]

02/04/2019WRD00400The Taoiseach: The remit of Cabinet Committee C covers EU and international issues, 
including Brexit, and assists my participation as a member of the European Council.   

It last met on Thursday 21 June 2018, in advance of the European Council on 28/29 June 
2018.   The next meeting has not yet been scheduled.   

Given the significance of Brexit for the country we have discussed it regularly at full Cabi-
net rather than at Cabinet Committee level, over the past number of months.   

I also meet with individual Ministers or groups of relevant Ministers to focus on particular 
issues, including those relating to Brexit, and other EU and international issues.

02/04/2019WRD00500Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

02/04/2019WRD0060062. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the issues that were discussed when he 
met the Nordic Baltic Group on 21 March 2019; and if decisions were taken. [14863/19]

02/04/2019WRD00700The Taoiseach: I attended a meeting of the European Council in Brussels on Thursday 21 
and Friday 22 March 2019.  

In advance of the first working session on Thursday, I participated, for the second time, in a 
meeting of the Nordic-Baltic Group, along with Prime Minister Rutte of the Netherlands.  We 
discussed Brexit and the agenda for the European Council.

This informal group includes Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 
We are like-minded with these countries on many issues across the EU agenda, and it is useful 
to strengthen our cooperation in this way, particularly as we look to a post-Brexit future.
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02/04/2019WRD00800Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRD0090063. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if the Government Information Service, 
GIS, and other officials and advisers in his Department are co-ordinating the Government of 
Ireland social media messages or videos; if not, if they feed into another Department; and the 
process in relation to same. [15380/19]

02/04/2019WRD0100065. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach the way in which his Departmental of-
ficials have been contributing to and taking part in Government of Ireland social media mes-
sages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the policy areas of his Department; and 
the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same. [15413/19]

02/04/2019WRD01100The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 63 and 65 together.

MerrionStreet, operated from Government Information Service in my Department, has so-
cial media accounts across Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. These channels are used daily to 
communicate news from across Government on a broad range of subjects depending on devel-
opments on any particular day.  The channels provide text, photographic and video coverage of 
news and events from Government buildings and other Government departments. Most Depart-
ments have Twitter accounts.

The Merrionstreet account retweets communications from those accounts and, in turn, is 
frequently retweeted by those accounts where the information is relevant to a particular depart-
ment.

02/04/2019WRD01200Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRD0130064. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if his Department has undertaken pro-
curement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, media or otherwise, to assist it with 
formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or videos relating to his de-
partmental strategies or policies. [15396/19]

02/04/2019WRD01400The Taoiseach: Five tenders for external specialist advice were issued in Autumn 2017, 
and a further two tenders issued in 2018. Procurement for five of these contracts was overseen 
by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP). In line with public procurement, one tender, 
in respect of identity, was managed by my Department as the estimated cost for services was 
under the €25,000 threshold. The GIS attends meetings of the Department of The Taoiseach 
Procurement Group and ensures that all procurement is carried out in accordance with DoT 
Procurement Guidelines.

Service: Awarded to: Date issued
Provision of research and insight. Awarded to Behaviour & Attitudes 2017
Provision of digital creative 
services.

Awarded to Radical Digital (now trad-
ing as Core)

2017

Provision of integrated creative 
and digital campaign services.

Awarded to TBWA 2017

Provision of media strategy plan-
ning and buying services.

Awarded to PHD 2017

Provision of marketing pitch 
specialist services

Awarded to Agency Assessments 2017
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Service: Awarded to: Date issued
Development of Government 
identity system for roll out across 
Government Departments.

Awarded to Zero-G 2018

Provision of Concept Design 
Services for the Government 
Identity.

Awarded to Zero-G 2018

Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 63.

02/04/2019WRD01600White Paper on Defence

02/04/2019WRD0170066. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the mem-
bers of the high-level civil-military Steering Group on Defence; the responsibilities of each; the 
number of times the group has met in recent years; if minutes of these meetings are available; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15036/19]

02/04/2019WRD0180067. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
a strong strategic defence planning and decision making approach is required in this policy 
area; the major changes he envisages which may require legislative provision for the conduct of 
fixed cycle reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15037/19]

02/04/2019WRD0190068. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on whether some of the civil society organisations which made submissions to the original 
Green Paper on Defence should be invited into the review process of the White Paper on De-
fence; his further views on whether the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs, Trade 
and Defence would provide the ideal forum for their input into the review cycle; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15038/19]

02/04/2019WRD02000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 66 to 68, inclusive, together.

The White Paper on Defence sets out the Government’s intention to put in place a fixed 
cycle of defence reviews.  These are common internationally and give assurance that policy 
remains up to date and relevant to changing future circumstances.  The White Paper provides 
that these reviews are to have a three yearly cycle, with every second review being more com-
prehensive in nature and styled a Strategic Defence Review.  The White Paper specified that the 
first in this new cycle of reviews would be a White Paper Update, which is well underway and 
close to completion.

The current White Paper Update is being overseen by a high-level civil-military Steering 
Group that meets regularly to review progress and the overall approach.  Since September last 
year when the Group first met, it has met on a further five occasions to date.  The Steering 
Group is chaired at Assistant Secretary level in my Department and membership also comprises 
the Defence Forces’ Assistant Chief of Staff and the heads of my Department’s Planning & Or-
ganisation Branch and the Defence Forces’ Strategic Planning Branch.  Minutes of all meetings 
of the Group are taken by an Assistant Principal from my Department.  Minutes are not being 
published while the Update process continues.

The White Paper also provides that consideration will be given to whether future reviews 
will be placed on a statutory footing. The necessity to legislate, or otherwise, is one of a number 
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of issues upon which I am currently deliberating, in the context of the requirement to establish 
these reviews as a permanent feature of our approach to defence policy.  Another relevant aspect 
of my current deliberations is the question of the extent of consultation that should be carried 
out as part of such future reviews.  In seeking to establish these reviews on a consensual basis, 
I decided to seek the input of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
and Defence, and I wrote to the Committee in August 2018 to obtain their views.  In response, 
the Committee met with me recently to convey their views thus concluding this element of the 
process.

02/04/2019WRD02300Defence Forces Equipment

02/04/2019WRD0240069. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
a capital allocation for spending on military equipment under Vote 36 has been increased by 
€29 million to €106 million for 2019; the reason this extra increase will take place in 2019; his 
views on whether this is a particularly advantageous time to buy military equipment; if €250 
million will be spent on a ship replacement programme in 2019; the status of the multi-role ves-
sel described in the White Paper to be enabled for helicopter operations; the estimated costs in 
this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15039/19]

02/04/2019WRD02500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A total of €106 
million has been allocated for 2019 for capital expenditure in Vote 36 Defence, an increase of 
€29 million on the 2018 allocation.  This is in accordance with the National Development Plan, 
Project Ireland 2040, which provides for an overall capital allocation of €541m for Defence for 
the period 2018 to 2022. This capital funding will allow the Defence Organisation to undertake 
a programme of sustained equipment replacement and infrastructure development across the 
Army, Air Corps and Naval Service as identified in the White Paper, over the lifetime of the 
Plan.

My priority as Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational ca-
pability of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service is maintained to the greatest extent possible 
so as to enable the Defence Forces to carry out their roles as assigned by Government as set out 
on the White Paper on Defence. 

This funding emphasises the importance attached by the Government to ensuring that the 
Defence Forces have the capabilities necessary to deliver on all the roles assigned by Govern-
ment. 

The acquisition of new equipment for the Defence Forces remains a clear focus for me. 
Future equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are considered in the 
context of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment 
priorities planning process.  In addition to investment in equipment, the capital programme pro-
vides for a sustained programme of investment in physical infrastructure in respect of a range 
of barracks modernisation and refurbishment projects.

The White Paper provides for the replacement of the current Naval Service flagship, LÉ 
Eithne, with a multi role vessel (MRV). It is the Government’s intent that this new vessel will 
provide a flexible and adaptive capability for a wide range of maritime tasks, both at home and 
overseas.

The acquisition of a modern vessel will ensure that the operational capabilities of the Naval 
Service, as the State’s principal seagoing agency, are maintained to the greatest extent and takes 
account of the overall policy approach in the White Paper on Defence.
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Planning is ongoing on this project and it is intended to hold a public tender competition 
in due course to cover the supply of the MRV.  The design and configuration of the vessel, in-
cluding the approach to helicopter flight operations, will be considered as part of the planning 
process.  This procurement is, of course, subject to the availability of funding within the overall 
Defence capital funding envelope. The cost of the MRV will only be known once the tender 
competition is concluded.

02/04/2019WRD02600Naval Service Operations

02/04/2019WRD0270070. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on the increasing criticism of Operation Sophia; his further views on its perceived relative fail-
ure to rescue lives in comparison to previous operations in the Mediterranean Sea; his views on 
its complicity in returning persons in circumstances in which there is clear evidence of torture 
of detainees; when he will make a decision on continuing to participate in Operation Sophia; the 
way in which Dáil Éireann will be consulted on the decision; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15040/19]

02/04/2019WRD02800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Operation Sophia 
has played a decisive role in improving the overall maritime security in the Central Mediterra-
nean. The Operation has so far contributed to the apprehension of 151 suspected smugglers and 
traffickers, removed approximately 550 boats from criminal organisations availability, contrib-
uted to over 300 Safety of Life at Sea events and rescued almost 45,000 migrants. 

The UN migration agency (IOM) has been compiling migrant arrival data across the Medi-
terranean since 2014 and has reported that the number of migrants arriving by sea has continued 
to drop and the numbers arriving in 2018 were the lowest since the crisis began. 

Operation Sophia specifically seeks to counter human trafficking and smuggling in the 
Southern Central Mediterranean by taking action against the criminal networks and disrupting 
the smugglers business model.  By improving maritime security Operation Sophia is actively 
contributing to EU and international efforts for the return of stability in Libya.

It is important to note that this mission is only one part of the EU response to addressing the 
causes and not just the symptoms of the crisis.  Irish troops are contributing to the EU’s efforts 
as part of EUTM Mali and Ireland participates in CSDP civilian missions in the Sahel region 
- EUCAF Sahel Niger and EUCAP Sahel Mali as well as to EUBAM Libya.  All of these are 
CSDP missions supported by a UN mandate. 

I am deeply troubled by the grave and on-going abuses perpetrated against migrants and 
refugees in Libya. Instability and lawlessness in Libya is also a major cause for concern.  That 
lawlessness and instability lies at the heart of the migrant crisis and the insecurity and dreadful 
conditions the migrants face both in transit through Africa and in Libya.  These problems can 
only be solved by the Libyan national authorities in taking control of their borders and their 
territorial waters, restoring law and order, and countering the activities of criminals and people 
smugglers operating out of Libya.

EU Member States agreed in December 2018 to extend the mandate for Operation Sophia 
for a period of three months (a technical roll-over).  This was to provide time for a solution to 
be found in relation to the disembarkation of migrants rescued under this mission. Further dis-
cussions took place last week at EU level in relation to renewing the mandate beyond the 31st 
March 2019.

As no solution on the issue of the disembarkation of rescued migrants has been found, a 
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decision was adopted on 29th March to extend the mandate of Operation Sophia for 6 months 
with a temporary suspension of its naval assets while Member States continue working on a 
solution related to disembarkation.

The Operation mandate will continue to be implemented through strengthening surveillance 
by air assets as well as reinforcing training support to the Libyan Coastguard and Navy.  Mem-
ber States have also highlighted the importance of continuing to work closely with the Libyan 
authorities and international organisations to improve the protection of refugees and migrants 
in Libya.

Given these developments, it is difficult to speculate at this time if we will deploy a naval 
vessel to a future Sophia operation as we would need to see the mission mandate and the role 
the Naval Service might be able to play in that regard.

02/04/2019WRD02900Commemorative Events

02/04/2019WRD0300071. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views 
on whether the theme of peacekeeping and human rights protection by the Defence Forces 
should be promoted during the contribution of his Department to commemorative events even 
as they refer to the foundation of the State (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15041/19]

02/04/2019WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Last year marked 
important milestones in the history of Ireland’s participation in United Nations peacekeeping 
operations by the Defence Forces and An Garda Síochána and civilian personnel.

2018  was the 60th anniversary of Ireland’s first participation in a United Nations peace-
keeping mission and the 40th anniversary of the first deployment of Defence Force person-
nel to Lebanon as part of the UNIFIL mission.  Numerous commemorative events took place 
throughout the year including a State Ceremony in Dublin Castle on 24th June 2018 and a high 
level event at the United Nations Headquarters in New York in July. At all of these ceremonies 
and indeed whenever an appropriate opportunity has arisen to date in the course of my work as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence, I am very proud to acknowledge and promote  the 
professionalism, the bravery and the commitment to peace and humanitarism that lies at the 
core of the Defence Forces’ engagement as peacekeepers.

 Protection of civilians and ensuring the protection of human rights lie at the core of UN 
missions and the responsibilities of UN peacekeepers.  Training in human rights and humanitar-
ian law is a fundamental part of the mission training for all deploying personnel.  It is also a key 
part of the training we provide within the EU Training Mission in Mali.  

Last week I attended the United Nations Peacekeeping Conference in New York and I took 
the opportunity to once again highlight, at the highest level, the contribution that Irish military 
personnel have made to peacekeeping through their participation in many missions world-wide. 
I also on behalf of Ireland, pledged continued and enhanced training support by our Defence 
Forces for Troop Contributing Countries.

02/04/2019WRD03200Defence Forces Personnel Data

02/04/2019WRD0330072. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
former Defence Forces members that previously left the Defence Forces that have returned to 
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the Defence Forces (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15361/19]

02/04/2019WRD03400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There is a scheme 
in place which facilitates the re-entry of former Officers of the PDF. This arose from the dif-
ficulties posed in the past in terms of processing applications for re-entry. Previously, in the 
absence of a standard policy for dealing with requests to re-enter, each case was dealt with on 
an individual basis and governed by the rules, regulations and circumstances that applied at the 
time. 

The processing of such applications in the absence of a defined policy framework posed a 
number of difficulties such as defining procedures, identifying the requirements and needs of 
the organisation and agreeing terms and conditions with the individual. In order to allow for a 
transparent scheme to facilitate the re-entry of former Officers of the PDF, a policy framework, 
setting out terms and conditions was necessary. 

The terms and conditions for the recommissioning scheme include the provision that the 
re-commissioning of former officers of the PDF shall only be considered in specific circum-
stances. These are where the Chief of Staff has identified a deficiency in personnel, military 
capability or expertise in the PDF, that cannot be resolved in a sustainable or timely manner 
from within existing personnel resources. 

Recommissioned officers will be offered a short service commission for a period of 3 years 
and in that period they cannot compete for promotion, nor will they block a promotion oppor-
tunity for existing Officers. The recommissioned Officers may only be offered a substantive 
appointment after 3 years on the advice of the Chief of Staff and Secretary General. 

This provides a fair and balanced approach to both the former officer and existing members. 
It is not realistic to suggest that vacancies should be maintained indefinitely for the purpose of 
ensuring promotions for existing members. To date, the number of expressions of interest is in 
low single figures.

While this scheme is in place for former Officers of the PDF, the attendant scheme for en-
listed personnel is still being progressed and will involve a change in Regulations.

02/04/2019WRD03500Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRD0360073. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his Depart-
ment has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, media or oth-
erwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or 
videos relating to his departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15386/19]

02/04/2019WRD03700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has not undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, media or other-
wise, for the purposes of assisting it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on 
social media, or videos in relation to Department of Defence strategies or policies.  The only 
engagement of social media supports by my Department is in relation to the annual Be Winter 
Ready public safety campaign.

02/04/2019WRD03800Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRD0390074. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the way in 
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which his Departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Government of 
Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the policy 
areas of his Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15403/19]

02/04/2019WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department’s 
principal engagement relating to Government of Ireland social media messages has been in the 
initial production of the Defence sector numbers for the ‘Public Service in Numbers’ document 
which was developed along with Our Public Service 2020, with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform being the lead Department.  The subsequently produced graphic is now 
being revised and my officials in Planning and Organisation Branch, along with the Communi-
cations Unit, have updated the relevant figures and provided them to the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform, which is again the lead Department producing this graphic.

02/04/2019WRD04100Irish Language

02/04/2019WRD0420075. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his Department 
has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 2003; and the 
date when such a scheme was introduced. [15488/19]

02/04/2019WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department’s 
fourth Irish Language Scheme, 2017-2020, is in place since September 2017. in accordance 
with the Official Languages Act 2003 and commitments under the Scheme continue to be de-
livered.

02/04/2019WRD04400Brexit Issues

02/04/2019WRD0450076. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on discussions with the EU in relation to the Irish Border following a 
no-deal Brexit. [14909/19]

02/04/2019WRD04600101. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the details of the discussions and-or meetings with the EU Commission and or EU officials in 
relation to EU requirements of Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit regarding protection of 
the Single Market and potential customs checks on the island of Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15305/19]

02/04/2019WRD04700102. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the way in which he plans to meet Ireland’s obligations regarding the Single Market and the 
potential requirement for customs checks in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15306/19]

02/04/2019WRD04800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 76, 101 and 102 together.

The Government remains focused on securing the Withdrawal Agreement, which would 
ensure an orderly UK withdrawal which protects the Good Friday Agreement, includng by pro-
viding a guarantee on avoiding a hard border. Ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement will 
enable both sides to negotiate a future relationship agreement, with the aim of avoiding tariffs 
and quotas, and to help protect the thriving trading relationship between Ireland and the UK.

However, the Government continues to advance preparedness and contingencies measures 
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for all eventualities, including a no deal Brexit. The Comprehensive Contingency Action Plan 
published in December, and updated in January, sets out the whole-of-Government response to 
implement measures to mitigate the impact of a no deal Brexit. Ireland is committed to protect-
ing the integrity of the Single Market and Customs Union, membership of which is a core ele-
ment of our economic strategy.

Work is well advanced in respect of our approach in a no deal scenario. We are working 
with the European Commission and our EU partners to ensure that any potential disruption as a 
result of necessary additional checks and controls at our ports and airports needed to protect the 
Single Market is kept to a minimum.  This includes the development of temporary infrastruc-
ture at ports and airports. We are also advancing plans for permanent infrastructure which will 
provide for additional controls on a longer term basis.

My department, including officials at embassies London and Paris, stands ready to assist 
Irish traders and private citizens who might experience problems at UK or French ports, should 
there be a disorderly UK withdrawal. 

Regarding trade with Northern Ireland, Ireland and the EU are at one in our determination 
to do all we can, deal or no deal, to avoid the need for a border and to protect the peace process. 
As co-guarantors, the Irish and British Governments will continue to have our obligations under 
the Good Friday Agreement, and to ensure peace and stability in Northern Ireland.

Our discussions with the European Commission are ongoing, and have intensified on how to 
avoid a hard border in the case of no deal, while also protecting the integrity of the Single Mar-
ket and Customs Union and Ireland’s place in them.    All options are being discussed within the 
rules of the Customs Union and Single Market.

Without a Withdrawal Agreement, avoiding a hard border would become more complex and 
challenging. There are no easy answers.   If the UK decides to leave without the Withdrawal 
Agreement, a short term, temporary solution for trade will be required. Such a solution will be 
suboptimal compared to the backstop, and, while we are absolutely determined to avoid physi-
cal infrastructure at the border, it would be difficult to avoid serious disruption to the function-
ing of the all-island economy. The seamless trade we enjoy today would not be possible, and the 
benefits of the backstop for businesses in Northern Ireland will be lost, at least in the short term.

For any sustainable long term solution, it would be impossible to escape the need for close 
alignment with the Single Market and Customs Union. The UK’s own no deal papers say that 
they will quickly need talks with the EU and Ireland to get a deal to avoid a hard border. For us, 
the backstop will be the starting point for these discussions.

I would state again, however, that the Withdrawal Agreement, negotiated by the UK and 
the EU, provides the best way to resolve all these issues, and to provide certainty as we negoti-
ate and put in place the deep, ambitious agreement which will provide the foundations for our 
future relationship.

02/04/2019WRD04900International Agreements

02/04/2019WRD0500077. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the remarks made at the UN Conference on Disarmament in February 2019 
by the UN Secretary-General, Mr. António Guterres, that international arms control mecha-
nisms are collapsing; his further views on the call by the Secretary-General on the United States 
of America and Russia to recommit to the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty and to 
extend the new START treaty before ii expires in 2021; the role he will play in supporting the 
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views of the Secretary-General and in furthering Ireland’s traditional support for disarmament; 
if these issues of disarmament were raised during St. Patrick’s Day engagements including with 
the Government of the United States of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15042/19]

02/04/2019WRD05100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I share 
the concern of the UN Secretary-General regarding the unravelling of key international arms 
control agreements.  As I said in my address to the Conference on Disarmament in February 
2019, the urgency of the issues we are confronted with cannot be understated. We face the pos-
sibility of a new arms race; the development of new weapons that could lower the threshold 
for use of nuclear weapons; and modernisation programmes that take us further away from the 
promise of nuclear disarmament enshrined in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

In particular, the announcements by the United States and the Russian Federation that they 
are suspending their obligations under the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty are 
deeply worrying. Throughout its 30-year history, the INF has resulted in the removal and verifi-
able destruction of almost three thousand missiles with nuclear and conventional warheads.  As 
Secretary-General Guterres noted in his address to the Conference on Disarmament, “we must 
take great care to preserve our existing frameworks”. Ireland has consistently called for the US 
and Russia to address their concerns within the parameters of the Treaty, and I hope that every 
effort will be made to preserve the Treaty in the time remaining. 

Recent challenges to the INF Treaty have also raised concerns for other disarmament and 
non-proliferation instruments, including the negotiations on NEW START. Ireland strongly 
supports early negotiations on the extension of this important arms control mechanism. 

I support UN Secretary-General Guterres’ efforts to restore disarmament to its central role 
in building international peace and security.  In my address to the Conference on Disarmament 
in February this year, I announced that Ireland will champion the implementation of three key 
actions of the UN Secretary-General’s Agenda for Disarmament: including the action on facili-
tating dialogue for nuclear disarmament. 

My Department has regular, constructive contacts with the US Administration both through 
our Embassy and Mission network in the US and through the US Embassy here in Dublin.  As 
part of regular Government engagement in the US, the Taoiseach travelled to Washington DC 
for the St Patrick’s Day programme, which included a range of engagements with the US Ad-
ministration and other political leaders.  While those meetings, and all contacts at Ministerial 
and official level, cover a range of issues of on-going mutual interest, as well as foreign policy 
issues, disarmament issues were not discussed on this occasion.

02/04/2019WRD05200Diplomatic Representation

02/04/2019WRD0530078. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has spoken to the Syrian Government or its embassy in relation to a person (details sup-
plied); and if intelligence in relation to the actions of the person in Syria was sought. [15135/19]

02/04/2019WRD05400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the case to which the Deputy refers.   

The Deputy will understand that I cannot go into details about options under consideration 
and contacts ongoing outside of Government in relation to this case. These are very sensitive 
matters in a zone of active conflict. Speculating about options in public is not in the interests of 
Irish citizens, or of the partner organisations with whom officials are in contact.
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02/04/2019WRD05500Registration of Births

02/04/2019WRD0560079. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied) who is waiting for an 
update on their application of certificate of citizenship; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15195/19]

02/04/2019WRD05700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): For-
eign Births Registration, by its nature, can be a detailed and complex process, often involv-
ing official documentation related to three generations and issued by several jurisdictions. The 
establishment of the new Foreign Births Registration team at the beginning of this year has 
introduced a short delay in the processing of applications.

Due to the complex nature of Foreign Births Registration, it takes on average between 6 to 
12 months to process an application.

With regard to the specific application the Deputy has inquired about, I can confirm that the 
application in question has been received. A member of the Foreign Births Registration Team 
will contact the applicant directly if any further documents or clarifications are required to pro-
cess the application.

02/04/2019WRE00200Consular Services Provision

02/04/2019WRE0030080. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the efforts made to have a person (details supplied) returned here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14759/19]

02/04/2019WRE00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the case to which the Deputy refers.  I have already stated publicly that appropriate 
consular assistance is provided to all Irish citizens abroad where this is possible.  We will do 
what can and should be done to assist Irish citizens in distress or danger overseas. 

In this case, this will include facilitating a return to Ireland, not least in view of the vulner-
ability of the young child involved.  How she and her child might return to Ireland, and how 
consular officials might assist, is not yet clear: the situation on the ground is dangerous, com-
plex and evolving.  Officials from different departments are working to prepare options.

The Deputy will understand that I cannot go into details about options under consideration 
and contacts ongoing outside of Government. These are very sensitive matters in a zone of ac-
tive conflict. Speculating about options in public is not in the interests of Irish citizens, or of the 
partner organisations with whom officials are in contact.

02/04/2019WRE00500Election Monitoring Missions

02/04/2019WRE0060081. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the reason the elections observation briefing roster has been capped at approximately 200 
when there are many qualified candidates interested in filling these roles; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14790/19]

02/04/2019WRE0070085. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the election observation briefing 
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note; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14912/19]

02/04/2019WRE0080087. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 72 of 12 March 2019, if he will address a series of con-
cerns (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14965/19]

02/04/2019WRE0090099. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will address matters (details supplied) further to the election observation briefing note; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15190/19]

02/04/2019WRE01000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I propose to take Questions Nos. 81, 85, 87 and 99 together.

A new international election observation roster was put in place in January 2019. A detailed 
Information Note on the process has been made available to the Joint Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, and Defence, and is also attached to this response.

The roster has been capped at approximately 200 members since it was reformed in 2013.  
This enables Ireland to nominate approximately 60 observers each year over the lifespan of 
a 5-year roster. This number also facilitates a wide range of skills, abilities and experiences 
and allows for an appropriate level of rotation within the roster. A significant volume of work 
is involved in managing a 5-year relationship with 200 different individuals and, subject to 
individual mission needs, in ensuring that each roster member has an equal opportunity to be 
nominated for overseas missions.  The final roster number will be made available to the House 
when the security vetting of all those shortlisted to the roster is complete.

On the basis of its terms of reference, and of the original application and appeals case 
submitted by the individuals concerned, the appeals panel considered that there was sufficient 
justification for two appellants to be shortlisted to the roster, subject to security vetting.

Further to market research conducted by the Department, and on the basis of the company’s 
quality assurance expertise, a contract was signed with an independent calibration service to 
monitor the second stage assessment of applications. This was done in accordance with the 
Office of Government Procurement (OGP) Public Procurement Guidelines for Goods and Ser-
vices. Neither employees of the company nor Departmental staff members who have a role in 
implementing the roster assessed the applications which met the essential criteria identified in 
the Volunteer Information Booklet (i.e. the second stage assessment).

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/1C15327691EFF89B802583D0
00631922/$File/14790%20Election%20Observation%20Roster%20-%20Briefing%20Note.
pdf?openelement”>Briefing Note</a>]

02/04/2019WRE01100Passport Applications

02/04/2019WRE0120082. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 67 of 21 February 2019, when applications by persons 
(details supplied) will be processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14805/19]

02/04/2019WRE01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): For-
eign Births Registration, by its nature, can be a detailed and complex process, often involving 
official documentation related to three generations and issued by several jurisdictions. Applica-
tions requiring clarification or further documents take longer to process. 
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With regard to the specific applications the Deputy has enquired about, I can confirm that 
the Foreign Births Registration team in my Department is in direct contact with the two appli-
cants concerned, in relation to further required documentation. On receipt of the required docu-
mentation, the applications for Foreign Births Registration can be processed, in accordance 
with the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 1956, as amended.

02/04/2019WRE01400Northern Ireland

02/04/2019WRE0150083. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he met with the family of a person (details supplied); if so, the issues that were discussed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14871/19]

02/04/2019WRE0160084. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he is in a position to assist the family of a person (details supplied); if their request will be 
discussed with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14872/19]

02/04/2019WRE01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 83 and 84 together.

I was pleased to have the opportunity to meet with the family of Councillor Pasty Kelly on 
27 March last during their visit to Leinster House.

I am conscious of the pain and suffering that the Kelly family have endured as a result of 
the terrible murder of Councillor Kelly in 1974, which has been compounded by the successive 
inconclusive investigations into his death, which continue to this day.

My Department officiasls also met with the Kelly family on 27 March and received a full 
update on the current status of the case, and the family’s concerns. I have directed that my 
Department offer any assistance possible to the Kelly family and keep them informed on this 
engagement on their behalf.

My Department has previously raised the family’s concerns with the British Government 
through the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference (BIIGC) Secretariat in Belfast.  It will 
do so again on foot of this engagement and will keep the matter under review in light of the 
responses received.

The Government is strongly committed to the establishment of a new institutional frame-
work to deal with the past in Northern Ireland, as provided for under the Stormont House 
Agreement of 2014, so that victims’ families, across all sections of the community in Northern 
Ireland, can have access to the Historical Investigations Unit which will conduct Article 2-com-
pliant investigations into all outstanding Troubles-related deaths. 

I have engaged extensively with the British Government and with all of the political parties 
in Northern Ireland to support a way forward with the establishment of the Stormont House 
Agreement legacy bodies. Legislation will also be required in this jurisdiction to provide for 
cooperation with the Stormont House Agreement legacy bodies. The drafting of legislative pro-
posals for consideration by the Government and Oireachtas is advancing, led by my colleague, 
the Minister for Justice and Equality.

I am continuing to seek urgent progress with the establishment of the Stormont House Agree-
ment legacy bodies; however, I recognise that the Kelly family’s long and dignified search for 
truth and justice must continue under the current system for now, as they continue to seek a 
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resolution after more than four decades.

I will continue to engage with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in support of the 
establishment of the Stormont House Agreement legacy bodies as soon as possible, to provide 
a better way of dealing with the past in Northern Ireland, which is so important and overdue for 
victims and survivors, including the family of Councillor Kelly.

Comprehensive progress on legacy issues from the Troubles is crucial in order to meet the 
legitimate needs and expectations of victims and survivors, and to contribute to broader societal 
reconciliation as an integral part of the Peace Process. The Government will continue to engage 
in support of that, consistent with our role and responsibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good 
Friday Agreement.

Question No. 85 answered with Question No. 81.

02/04/2019WRE02000Foreign Conflicts

02/04/2019WRE0210086. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the disproportionate and deadly response of the government of Sudan to recent peace-
ful protests in that country; the steps he is taking to encourage a peace process in Sudan and to 
ensure that violence is brought to an end; the steps he is taking to urge the European Union into 
a stronger stance against ongoing oppression in Sudan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14936/19]

02/04/2019WRE02200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I am deeply concerned about the violence which has accompanied recent protests in 
Sudan. The demonstrations, triggered by spiralling costs of living, began in the city of Atbara 
in the north east of the country on 19 December last year, quickly spreading to other towns and 
cities across the country. While initially the protests were against the worsening economic situ-
ation, they soon developed into calls for President Omar al-Bashir’s resignation.

In reaction to the protests, schools have been closed in some areas and a national state of 
emergency was declared on 22 February, initially for a period of one year but later reduced to 
six months. Sudanese police have used tear gas and live ammunition in an attempt to disperse 
crowds and  it is reported that over 1,000 people have been arrested across the country since 
protests began and that more than 50 have been killed. The use of live fire and arbitrary deten-
tion cannot be justified.

Ireland fully supports the 28 February 2019 statement by the EU High Representative ex-
pressing concern at the situation in Sudan which underlined the importance of an environment 
for political dialogue and the exercise of the legitimate right to express differing views. Such an 
environment is essential to build national consensus on sustainable responses to Sudan’s deep 
political and economic crisis.   Ireland also fully supports the EU statement of 11 January 2019 
which calls on the Government of Sudan to release all journalists, members of the opposition, 
human rights defenders and other protesters arbitrarily detained, and to guarantee the indepen-
dence of the Investigation Committee, under the Chairmanship of the Sudanese Director of 
Public Prosecutions, tasked with the investigation of abuses. 

The Embassy of Ireland in Nairobi, which is accredited to Sudan, continues to monitor the 
situation closely in cooperation with the Delegation of the European Union in Khartoum.

In addition to the current unrest, Sudan continues to suffer from a range of humanitarian 
crises, driven by protracted conflicts, inequality and climate change. These feed into the popular 
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disaffection leading to protests. This humanitarian situation has been further exacerbated by the 
economic crisis in 2018, leading to severe levels of food insecurity and malnutrition across the 
country. More than 1.8 million people are internally displaced and Sudan hosts a further 1.2 
million refugees that have fled conflict in neighbouring countries, the majority of whom rely on 
humanitarian aid for their survival. As a result, an estimated 5.5 million people are in need of 
humanitarian assistance in Sudan this year, including 2.6 million children. Ireland is responding 
to these crises, with almost €26 million in direct humanitarian assistance to Sudan through our 
UN, NGO and Red Cross partners since 2012.

Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 81.

02/04/2019WRE02400Brexit Expenditure

02/04/2019WRE0250088. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the amount which has been spent to date on Getting Ireland Brexit Ready; and the amount ex-
pected to be spent on making the country Brexit ready for each of the next ten years. [15048/19]

02/04/2019WRE02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since 
my appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in June 2017, I have overseen and 
co-ordinated a sustained intensification of Brexit preparedness. As part of these efforts, the 
Government has organised “Getting Ireland Brexit Ready” public information events around 
Ireland to inform and advise about Brexit preparedness and the range of support measures and 
resources that the Government has put in place.

These events brought together over a dozen Agencies and their parent Departments – the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport - under one roof to inform and 
advise both citizens and businesses.

The events also attracted significant domestic and international media coverage which af-
forded an opportunity to highlight Ireland’s overall approach and specific concerns in relation 
to Brexit.

The Getting Ireland Brexit Ready events in question took place in Cork on 5 October 2018, 
Galway on 12 October 2018, Monaghan on 19 October 2018, Dublin on 25 October, Limerick 
on 23 November 2018 and Letterkenny on 30 November 2018. 

The positive impact of the Getting Ireland Brexit Ready events and the Government’s ongo-
ing public information activities in relation to Brexit preparedness is reflected in an increase 
in the uptake of the many Brexit Business supports that are offered by State Agencies. For ex-
ample, over 4,000 companies have availed of the Enterprise Ireland Brexit Scorecard facility as 
a first step in developing their Brexit plan. Similarly, over 1,000 SMEs have directly engaged 
with the InterTradeIreland Brexit Advisory Service so far in 2019; this is in addition to the 
4,175 engagements in 2018.

Other Brexit preparedness-related public information activities and events continue to be 
organised by Government Departments and State Agencies across Ireland. Since September 
2018 there have been over 90 such events across 21 counties. Relevant details on these activi-
ties and events and on Brexit preparedness more generally can be found via the gov.ie/brexit 
website.

To coincide with the ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’ events held to date, there was also a 
sustained public information campaign which ran on radio, in print media, online and via so-
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cial media channels.  This campaign ensured that citizens and businesses were informed of the 
measures available to them.

In organising each event, every effort was made to ensure that costs were kept to the neces-
sary minimum and that they achieved the best value for money. Costs that have arisen directly 
in connection with the Getting Ireland Brexit Ready events held so far and costs for the accom-
panying public information campaign activities for which invoices/confirmed costings have 
been received are as follows:

Item Totals 
Venue Hire, Catering & Related   €69,242.84 
Event Staging / Audio-Visual Equipment (OPW)   €101,595.73 
Event Materials / Signage / Badging   €22,964.30 
Photography / Video / Podcast   €17,252.85 
Advertising & Design   €294,859.18 
Other €2,086.47 
Total €508,001.37 

Regarding the second part of the Deputy’s question, I understand that officials in my Depart-
ment have been in direct contact with the Deputy’s office to clarify the scope of this question, 
and that the Deputy will submit questions to a number of Departments on the specific informa-
tion being sought.

02/04/2019WRE02700Middle East Issues

02/04/2019WRE0280089. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he has formally conveyed his objection to the administration of the United States of America 
regarding its decision to recognise Israel’s sovereignty over the occupied Golan Heights; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15079/19]

02/04/2019WRE0290090. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to action that will be taken at EU level regarding the decision of 
the administration of the United States of America to recognise Israel’s sovereignty over the 
occupied Golan Heights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15080/19]

02/04/2019WRE03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 89 and 90 together.

In response to the decision of the United States Government on 18 March to recognise the 
Golan heights as sovereign Israeli territory, I made the following public statement on the same 
day:

 “Ireland regards the Golan Heights as Syrian territory under Israeli occupation. The Gov-
ernment has no plans to alter that position.

Annexation of territory by force is prohibited under international law, including the UN 
Charter. This is a fundamental principle of the relation of states and the rule of law in the mod-
ern world.

Our view of the behaviour of the current Syrian government does not negate this principle.

Israeli annexation, and recognition of it, also ignore the wishes of the inhabitants of the 
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area.”

A similar declaration was issued by the EU High Representative, Federica Mogherini, on 
behalf of the EU, stating that, in line with international law and UN Security Council resolu-
tions, the EU does not recognise Israeli sovereignty over the occupied Golan Heights.  

I have raised my concerns about the US decision directly with the US administration.

02/04/2019WRE03200Overseas Development Aid Data

02/04/2019WRE0330091. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
expenditure on overseas development aid; the way in which it equates to the target of reaching 
0.7% of ODA-GNI; the cost of reaching the 0.7% target in incremental steps in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15082/19]

02/04/2019WRE03400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Government launched Ireland’s new policy for international development, A 
Better World, on 28 February.  This new policy reaffirms the Government’s commitment in 
Global Ireland 2025, to expand official development assistance and make progress on deliver-
ing the United Nations target of allocating 0.7 percent of Gross National Income (GNI) for of-
ficial development assistance by 2030. 

This new policy provides the framework for that expansion. At current projections it could 
mean tripling our current contributions. In order to achieve this ambition difficult choices will 
be required between competing priorities, especially if economic circumstances change, and 
this will require ongoing careful planning and consultation with other Government Departments 
and stakeholders will be needed if a steady, phased and prudent approach is to be achieved.

Based on current projections for economic growth, which may change as circumstances 
evolve, achieving the 0.7% target by 2030 would mean more than tripling the current alloca-
tions to ODA, and would require sustained, substantial managed increments given that the point 
of departure is 0.3% of GNI this year.  The Government is already making progress, having 
increased allocations to official development assistance by 32% since 2014. Budget 2019 saw 
the highest increase in funding available in over a decade, with Irish official development as-
sistance in 2019 is forecast to reach almost €817 million, an increase of approximately €110 
million and a 16% increase on the allocation announced in budget 2018.

The table sets out indicative allocations to ODA, based on current economic growth fore-
casts, which show a possible phased path to reaching the 0.7% target by 2030.  Allocations will 
of course be made annually as part of the normal budgetary process.   

Year ODA level 
€ Million 

Expected ODA/GNI % Target   

2019 817 0.30% 
2023 1400 0.50% 
2025 1800 0.57% 
2027 2100 0.62% 
2030 2500 0.70% 

02/04/2019WRE03500Emigrant Support Services

02/04/2019WRE0360092. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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the expenditure on the emigrant support programme; the estimated full year cost of increasing 
expenditure by 5%, 10%, 15% and 20% in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15083/19]

02/04/2019WRE03700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Emigrant Support Programme (ESP) provides funding to non-profit organisa-
tions and projects to support our most vulnerable emigrants overseas, to strengthen Irish com-
munities abroad and to facilitate the development of closer and more strategic links between 
Ireland and the global Irish. 

The budget for the Emigrant Support Programme in 2019 is €12.595 million. This repre-
sents an increase of €1 million in the allocation for the ESP in 2019, from €11.595 million last 
year, and is a demonstration of the Government’s continuing commitment to our people abroad.

An increase of 5% on the 2019 budget would cost €629,750.

An increase of 10% on the 2019 budget would cost €1,259,500.

An increase of 15% on the 2019 budget would cost €1,889,250.

An increase of 20% on the 2019 budget would cost €2,519,000.

02/04/2019WRE03800Departmental Expenditure

02/04/2019WRE0390093. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
expenditure on the trust fund for Africa; the estimated full year cost of increasing expenditure 
by 5%, 10%, 15% and 20%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15084/19]

02/04/2019WRE04000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The European Union Emergency Trust Fund for stability and addressing root causes 
of irregular migration and displaced persons in Africa is part of a comprehensive package of EU 
initiatives to support stability across North Africa, the Horn of Africa and the Sahel/Lake Chad 
region. The Trust Fund contributes to the tackling the root causes of instability, forced displace-
ment and irregular migration.  It was launched in 2015 at the Valletta EU-Africa Summit on 
migration, and will run to 2020.

The Trust Fund is financed by the EU institutions,  and EU Member States together with 
Norway and Switzerland.  Collectively, they have committed €4.2 billion to the Trust Fund to 
date, with approximately 88% (€3.7 billion) coming from EU institutions and €500 million 
from bilateral pledges.

Ireland’s total commitment to the Trust Fund for the period 2016-2020 will be €15 mil-
lion.  €600,000 was paid to the Trust Fund in 2016, €1,000,000 in 2017 and €7.3 million in 
2018. Ireland’s total bilateral contribution to the Trust Fund to date therefore stands at €8.9 mil-
lion. The remaining €6.1 million is to be disbursed during 2019 and 2020. 

Incremental increases of the type set out in the Deputy’s question are not planned. However, 
the effect such increases would have are set out as follows:

- % increase Additional Cost
Current Commitment  €15,000,000
Total additional cost to 2020 if 
commitment increased by...

 5% €750,000 
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- % increase Additional Cost
  10% €1,500,000 
  15% €2,250,000 
  20% €3,000,000 

02/04/2019WRE04100Diplomatic Representation Expenditure

02/04/2019WRE0420094. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
average full year cost of running an embassy and consulate, respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15085/19]

02/04/2019WRE04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
work of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Embassy and Consulate network around 
the world continues to be important to Ireland’s economic development.  The total network, of 
currently some 79 Embassies and Consulates and 7 Multilateral Missions, promotes Ireland’s 
political, economic and cultural interests and values, provides services to our citizens, develops 
strategic stakeholder relationships and represents Ireland in international organisations. 

The Embassies and Consulates work in support of Ireland’s interests includes: 

- Supporting Irish businesses to grow overseas, by promoting our wider trade interests in-
cluding through EU and WTO regulation, facilitating business visas, underpinning the work of 
our State agencies and supporting Ministerial visits and trade missions;

- Supporting and deepening trade and investment relationships around the world: by raising 
Ireland’s visibility in markets, proactively addressing market access issues, hosting high-level 
visits and events in support of Irish business, brokering introductions and offering guidance on 
local markets and business culture;

- Providing frontline consular and passport services to Irish citizens overseas, and

- Influencing and negotiating for Ireland on issues that could impact our interests and priori-
ties.

Ireland’s diplomatic network has recently expanded to include five new Embassies - in 
Santiago, Chile; Bogotá, Colombia; Amman, Jordan, and Wellington, New Zealand and new 
Consulates General in Vancouver, Canada and Mumbai, India.

The cost of operating an Embassy or Consulate can vary significantly depending on its lo-
cation, the type and range of services provided and the overall size of the Embassy/Consulate.  
The larger Embassies/Consulates would cost in the region of €1m to €5m per annum to oper-
ate.  Smaller mainly single diplomatic-officer Embassies/Consulates would cost in the region 
of €0.5m per annum to operate.

02/04/2019WRE04400Peace and Reconciliation Programme

02/04/2019WRE0450095. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the expenditure on the peace and reconciliation fund; the estimated full year cost of increasing 
expenditure by 5%, 10%, 15% and 20%, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15086/19]

02/04/2019WRE04600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
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Reconciliation Fund has been in operation since 1982 and awards grants to organisations work-
ing to build better relations within and between traditions in Northern Ireland, between North 
and South, and between Ireland and Britain.

The annual budget for the Fund was €2.7 million in 2018. In May 2018, on the 20th An-
niversary of the referendums on the Good Friday Agreement, I announced that it would be 
increased to €3.7 million from 2019 onwards, reflecting the Government’s unwavering commit-
ment to the Agreement and to supporting the vital work of reconciliation being carried out by 
civil society and groups in Northern Ireland and across this island.  This additional €1 million 
in funding represented an increase of 37%.

If the budget were further increased by the percentages indicated by the Deputy, the addi-
tional cost would amount to:  

Percentage Increase Additional Cost
5% €185,000
10% €370,000
15% €555,000
20% €740,000

 Any further increases in the budget for the Reconciliation Fund would also need to take 
account of the level of staffing resources required to ensure the continued effective operation 
of the Fund.

More information on the Reconciliation Fund and lists of grants issued previously are avail-
able on my Department’s website at: https://www.dfa.ie/about-us/funding/reconciliation-fund/.

02/04/2019WRE04700Passport Applications Administration

02/04/2019WRE0480096. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a third passport processing facility is to be opened in Dublin at Tallaght and-or a sec-
ond passport processing facility in Cork to add to existing facilities at Mount Street, Dublin 2, 
Balbriggan, County Dublin, and South Mall in Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15137/19]

02/04/2019WRE04900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department currently has passport processing facilities in Dublin, Ballbriggan and Cork.  The 
Department operates two public offices in Dublin and in Cork.  Work is ongoing with the Office 
of Public Works to expand the existing facility in Balbriggan, in addition to improvements to 
the office accommodation in Cork.

The Department is currently working with the Office of Public Works to provide temporary 
back-office processing capacity for the Passport Office in Tallaght as part of the Brexit contin-
gency response. 

The facility in Tallaght is currently leased to the State and will be ready in the coming weeks 
for temporary occupation. The facility allows for a cost-effective temporary solution be avail-
able to the Department without the additional costs of taking new space. The Department is 
taking this space until the extended facility in Balbriggan is ready.

02/04/2019WRE05000Passport Applications Administration
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02/04/2019WRE0510097. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will address a matter in regard to a new passport processing facility (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15138/19]

02/04/2019WRE05200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
staffing levels of many units in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and its missions 
overseas have been augmented in response to Brexit.  My Department has strengthened the 
capacity of the Passport Service by recruiting over 80 permanent staff to respond to the gen-
eral increase in passport applications.  Those staff are located in the Passport Service offices in 
Balbriggan, Cork and in Dublin city centre.  In addition, over 230 Temporary Clerical Officers 
have been recruited. 

However in light of the continued increase in passport application volumes the Passport Ser-
vice is  considering various options (including locations in Tallaght and Cork) to accommodate 
some additional temporary staff to assist with back office passport processing. 

It is proposed to use existing Government offices already leased by the State, which will not 
attract additional rental costs, which are close to existing offices, already fitted out for this type 
of work and can facilitate a rapid set-up with mininium cost and expense.   

This temporary accommodation is only required until additional accommodation in Bal-
briggan, where one of our three offices is currently located, comes online.

02/04/2019WRE05300Foreign Conflicts

02/04/2019WRE0540098. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the situation in Mali including reports that civilians have been massacred; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15160/19]

02/04/2019WRE05500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Over 160 people were killed and many more injured in an attack on the Peul com-
munity in Ogosassagou, Mali, on 23 March.  This attack follows increased tensions between the 
Peul and Dogon communities in the middle of the country and is not thought to be linked to the 
terrorist attacks of the north.  The Malian Government has ordered the disbandment of a local 
defence militia which may have been responsible.  President Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta visited 
the village, promising justice and security for remaining inhabitants, against a background of 
alleged reprisals against Dogons.

The Tánaiste issued a statement on 25 March, expressing his sympathy to those who lost 
loved ones and calling on the Malian Government to ensure an effective investigation.  Ireland 
will continue to work with our EU partners to support the Government of Mali to ensure that 
justice is served and to protect civilian populations from inter-ethnic violence and terrorism.

Mali has suffered from conflict and instability since the 2012 outbreak of violence by North-
ern Tuareg rebel groups, including al-Qaeda linked militants. Terrorist attacks and inter-com-
munity violence continue to occur on a regular basis.

Ireland provides defence forces personnel to the EU training mission in Mali as part of our 
commitment to peace and stability in Mali.  In January 2019, the Taoiseach travelled to Mali, 
accompanied by the Minister of State with responsibility for Defence to meet members of the 
Irish Defence Forces. The Taoiseach also met with President Keita as part of that visit. Ireland 
has also seconded a number of civilian experts to the European Union’s Capacity Building Mis-
sion and Stabilisation Action in Mali.
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Over four million people across Mali are in need of humanitarian assistance.  Since 2012, 
Ireland has contributed over €7 million to address this need, initially through the provision of 
food assistance.  Other interventions in the areas of education in emergencies and child protec-
tion have also been funded.

Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 81.

02/04/2019WRF00300Registration of Births

100. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of an Irish birth certificate for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15252/19]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): For-
eign Births Registration, by its nature, can be a detailed and complex process. The establish-
ment of the new Foreign Births Registration team at the beginning of this year has introduced a 
short delay in the processing of applications.

Due to the complex nature of Foreign Births Registration, it takes on average between 6 to 
12 months to process an application.

With regard to the specific application the Deputy has enquired about given the exceptional 
circumstances the application is currently under expedited review and assuming that all the ap-
plication is in order we expect the FBR to issue later this month.

Question Nos. 101 and 102 answered with Question No. 76.

02/04/2019WRF00800Emigrant Support Services

103. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of the interdepartmental committee on the Irish abroad meeting on 21 February 
2019; the status of the implementation of the recommendations made in a report (details sup-
plied) on addressing barriers to returning emigrants; if further initiatives are planned; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15317/19]

02/04/2019WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): A meeting of the Interdepartmental Committee on the Irish Abroad was held in Gov-
ernment Buildings on 21st February 2019. The following items were discussed:

- Current progress with respect to the recommendations contained within the Indecon Eco-
nomic Report on Addressing Challenges Faced by Returning Irish Emigrants

- A Memorandum to be brought to Government in respect of this progress

- The Government’s new diaspora policy and the associated public consultation process

- The Back to Business programme

- The referendum on extending voting rights in presidential elections to citizens outside the 
state

- The Cultural Ambassadors initiative, administered by the Department of Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht
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- Activities of the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation in respect of the work 
of the  Interdepartmental Committee

In relation to the Indecon Economic Report on Addressing Challenges Faced by Returning 
Irish Emigrants, nineteen of the thirty recommendations contained in the report have been ad-
dressed, or are in the process of being addressed. 

I have written to all Departments to seeking updated responses to these recommendations. A 
report detailing progress made will be brought to Government in the coming weeks.

The Government remains committed to ensuring that returning Irish emigrants are facili-
tated to the greatest possible extent.

02/04/2019WRF01100Government Information Service

02/04/2019WRF01200104. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his Department is the lead Department in co-ordinating the Government of Ireland 
messages on social media and on State websites; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[15379/19]

02/04/2019WRF01300106. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way in which his departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in 
Government of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each 
of the policy areas of his Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15407/19]

02/04/2019WRF01400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 104 and 106 together.

The coordination of Government of Ireland-related social media and web content is led 
by the Merrionstreet team in Government Information Service (GIS) at the Department of An 
Taoiseach.  I confirm that my own Department works closely with all relevant Departments in 
relation to communications on policy and/or service-related matters that incorporate a whole-
of-Government dimension. 

In scenarios where the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is the lead Department or a 
principal stakeholder on any given policy or service matter where such a whole-of-Government 
dimension arises (e.g., Ireland’s recent new international development policy ‘A Better World’ 
or the Global Ireland programme), the necessary Government of Ireland elements are appropri-
ately reflected in our social media and other communications activities.

02/04/2019WRF01500Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRF01600105. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his Department has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, 
media or otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social 
media or videos on behalf of departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [15390/19]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My De-
partment has not procured the services of any consultancy agencies, media or otherwise, to as-
sist with formulating or contributing to policy messaging. 
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Where a need arises to inform or update citizens about significant matters of policy or public 
services, required messaging is developed by the relevant lead Division and with support from 
the Policy and Communications Division within my Department. 

Question No. 106 answered with Question No. 104.

02/04/2019WRF01900Irish Language

107. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages 
Act 2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15492/19]

Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department is currently implementing its second Irish Language Scheme (2016-2019) as sub-
mitted to the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in early 2016. I am pleased 
to confirm that so far we have met all the targets set out under the Scheme and that it will be 
reviewed later this year with a view to drawing up a third Irish Language Scheme.

The current Scheme aims to ensure that we meet our obligations under the Official Lan-
guages Act (2003) and promote the Irish language in our services. We also strive to incorporate 
promotion of the Irish language into public diplomacy activities by Ireland’s Embassies, Con-
sulates and other diplomatic missions abroad.

The Scheme reflects commitments made by my Department to enhancing the provision of 
Irish language services to citizens and to improving Irish language capability through recruit-
ment and training and development. My Department has one designated Irish language post, 
that of the Irish Language Officer, who oversees implementation of the Scheme. 

A fluent Irish speaker works in each of our customer services teams in the Passport Offices 
in Dublin and Cork. There are also a number of fluent speakers of Irish working in other areas 
of the Department and across Ireland’s network of Embassies, Consulates and other diplomatic 
missions.

In addition, my Department maintains an ongoing positive working relationship with the 
Office of the Irish Language Commissioner in relation to our implementation of the Scheme. 

02/04/2019WRF02200Betting Regulations

108. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied) in relation to the betting tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14755/19]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The increase in the betting duty rate 
from 1 per cent to 2 per cent, and the betting intermediary duty rate from 15% to 25%, came 
into effect on 1 January 2019. The last time that the betting duty rate was increased was 1975 
and at 1% betting duty was at an all time low.   

Receipts from betting duty represented less than 1 per cent of all excise receipts in 2017 
and this was also the case in 2018. In addition, unlike other excisable goods, there is no VAT 
applied on betting transactions. I believe the betting sector needs to make a fair contribution to 
the Exchequer.
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In any discussion on betting duty, we must acknowledge the raised public consciousness of 
the problem of gambling in society. While problem gambling can result in the problem gambler, 
and their family, bearing the severest of economic and of course personal costs, the social costs 
of problem gambling can extend to their employers and to public institutions in the health, wel-
fare and justice systems, such latter costs ultimately being borne by taxpayers. I have outlined 
my view that this needs to be better reflected within the betting duty regime.   

In the course of last year’s Finance Bill process, I acknowledged that small independent 
bookmakers may have difficulty competing with larger bookmakers with retail and/or online 
operations. At the time I agreed to review an alternative proposal put forward by the betting 
sector. My officials are currently considering this proposal, including the compatibility of a core 
element with EU rules, and will set out analysis and options in relation to betting duty at the Tax 
Strategy Group (TSG) meeting in July. The TSG Papers will be published on the Department’s 
website shortly afterwards. 

Ultimately many taxes on goods or services are passed through to the end consumers and 
bookmakers will need to make commercial decisions on such matters in their pricing decisions.

02/04/2019WRF02500Bank Debt Restructuring

109. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 82 of 15 November 2012, the number of cases of bankruptcy summonses and court pro-
ceedings by a bank (details supplied) since November 2012; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14769/19]

02/04/2019WRF02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that my 
Department does not hold the information that is being sought. Officials from my Department 
contacted AIB and it provided the following response:

“AIB prioritises reaching consensual arrangements with its customers in difficulty and only 
resorts to court proceedings where this is not possible. In cases where customers do not mean-
ingfully engage or do not engage at all with the bank or reject the offer of a sustainable restruc-
turing solution, AIB will pursue enforcement through the court process.”

“It is important to note that the initiation of legal proceedings does not necessarily result in 
repossession. As soon as a customer in difficulty engages and enters into a restructured payment 
arrangement, the bank will pause the legal process. AIB offers the largest suite of solutions and 
operates multiple engagement channels that facilitate the maximum possible levels of engage-
ment with customers in difficulty.”

“The Bank does not specifically record the information as sought however can advise that 
the Bank has had rarely commenced Bankruptcy summonses in the past 6-years. In respect of 
the court proceedings we have detailed below the number of PDH proceedings either completed 
in the 12-month period to or in course at the 31.12.2018.”

(PDH) Voluntary & Legal & Surrender; Legal Proceedings December 2018

 Actions  Number
Issuing of a Civil Bill at the Court Circuit or Special Summonsat 
the High Court – 12 months to 31/12/2018

297

Civil Bill served on borrower or Civil Bill lodged/entered atCir-
cuit Court - 12 months to 31/12/2018

268
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 Actions  Number
Court Hearing in Progress – as at 31/12/2018 2,445
Order Granted for Repossession – 12 months to 31/12/2018 316
Property in Bank’s Possession – as at 31/12/2018 547
Sale Completed – 12 months to 31/12/2018 49

02/04/2019WRF02800Mortgage Applications Approvals

02/04/2019WRF02900110. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the reason a salary for contract 
employment with the HSE is not taken into account by banks when an employee is applying for 
a mortgage; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14773/19]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In considering an application for mort-
gage credit, there is a requirement on lenders to obtain relevant information on the borrower’s 
financial needs and objectives, personal circumstances and financial situation, including the 
person’s income and other relevant financial information. Based on the borrower’s income and 
expenses and other necessary and relevant financial and economic circumstances, the lender is 
then obliged to carry out an assessment of the credit worthiness of the borrower and the lender 
may only make credit available to the borrower where it considers that the borrower is likely 
to meet the obligations of the loan in the manner required under the loan agreement. However, 
subject to compliance with these and the other applicable regulatory framework governing the 
provision of mortgage credit to consumers, it remains a commercial matter for each lender to 
formulate its own overall credit policies and to make its own decisions on individual loan ap-
plications. 

In this context, I am advised by the Central Bank that each institution has its own credit 
policies and risk appetite for lending, and accordingly the specific categories of income which 
can be included/excluded when considering a mortgage application will vary from institution to 
institution. However, these are matters for each individual lender and neither I nor the Central 
Bank of Ireland have a role in such commercial policy decisions made by lenders.

02/04/2019WRF03100Revenue Commissioners Data

111. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the number of suspicious 
transaction reports the Revenue Commissioners received in the Dublin region from financial 
institutions between 2014 and 2018 that originated from outside the State in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14800/19]

02/04/2019WRF03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised that designated bodies are 
required to submit a Suspicious Transaction Report (STR) to the Revenue and An Garda Sío-
chána where they have a suspicion that a money laundering offence may have been committed. 
Tax evasion is a predicate offence for money laundering. In cases where the STR relates to other 
criminal activity it becomes a matter for An Garda Síochána.

I am further advised by Revenue that in accordance with the provisions of the Criminal Jus-
tice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010, STRs are required to be provided 
by designated bodies acting in the State in the course of business carried in the State.  Accord-
ingly, Revenue do not receive STRs from financial institutions located outside of the State.  I 
am advised that in some cases, the STR information received from financial institutions may 
provide details of a foreign address, foreign bank account or foreign passport. However, receipt 
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of this information does not necessarily follow that the reported STR activity originated outside 
the State. 

02/04/2019WRF03400Tax Clearance Certificates

112. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if a tax clearance certificate 
will be issued in respect of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14951/19]

02/04/2019WRF03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has no 
record of an application for tax clearance from the person concerned.

They can apply for a Tax Clearance Certificate on www.revenue.ie using either ROS (busi-
ness customers) or MyAccount (PAYE and non-ROS customers). 

If the individual requires any further information or assistance they should contact Rev-
enue’s Helpline at 01-7383663.

02/04/2019WRF03700Brexit Data

113. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected impact of a no-
deal Brexit on the structural balance from 2019 to 2024, in tabular form. [14978/19]

115. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected structural bal-
ance for 2019 to 2024 or the latest available date in each of the major Brexit scenarios fore-
casted by his Department. [14981/19]

120. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected cyclical budget-
ary component for each year from 2019 to 2024; if a breakdown of the components of same 
will be provided; and if the same data for different Brexit scenarios will be provided in tabular 
form. [15217/19]

02/04/2019WRF04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 113, 
115 and 120 together.

The most recent published estimates for the cyclical budgetary component and the structural 
balance were included in Budget 2019 (see Table). At Budget time, it was estimated that, adjust-
ing for the impact of the cycle, the structural budget balance would be broadly in line with the 
achievement of the medium-term objective (MTO) in 2019.

Last month, research was published under the joint Department of Finance, Revenue Com-
missioners and ESRI Research Programme, titled ‘Ireland and Brexit: Modelling the Impact of 
Deal and No-Deal Scenarios’. This highlighted a number of Brexit scenarios and ranges for the 
impact on the General Government Balance (GGB). Under the ‘No Deal’ medium run scenario, 
the report pointed to a deterioration of 0.4 per cent of GDP in the GGB. However, the report did 
not publish estimates for the output gap nor cyclically adjusted aggregates which are compo-
nents of the structural balance.
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Table: General Government and Structural Balance Forecasts from Budget 2019

 As per cent of GDP 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
General Government 
Balance   

-0.1 0.0 0.3 0.4 1.1 1.4 

Cyclical Budgetary 
Component *   

0.9 0.7 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.0 

Structural Balance *   -1.0 -0.7 0.0 0.2 1.0 1.4 
* based on the European Commission’s ‘harmonised’ production function approach for es-

timating the output gap

My officials are currently engaged in preparing new macroeconomic and public finance 
forecasts for the forthcoming 2019 Stability Programme Update (SPU), which will be published 
in mid-April. These will include forecasts for the structural budget balance reflecting end-2018 
outturns and new assumptions and forecasts regarding the outlook for the Irish economy, in-
cluding the international environment.

02/04/2019WRF04200Stability and Growth Pact

02/04/2019WRF04300114. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland will receive an 
updated Medium Term Objective, MTO, in 2021; if not, when a new MTO will be applied to 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14980/19]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Medium-Term Objective (MTO) is 
the cornerstone of the preventive arm of the Stability and Growth Pact, the EU’s fiscal frame-
work within which the Irish public finances are assessed. The European Commission sets mini-
mum MTOs for each Member State every three years taking account of new information in-
cluding changes in projected ageing costs. Member States subsequently set their own MTOs, 
respecting or complying with the Commission’s ‘minimum’ anchor. Ireland’s current minimum 
MTO of a structural deficit of 0.5 per cent of GDP covers the period from 2017 to 2019. The 
Commission are currently working to produce updated minimum MTOs for the period covering 
the 2020-2022 budgetary cycle.  However, as part of our obligations through the Fiscal Com-
pact Treaty, the lower limit of the MTO is set at a structural deficit of 0.5% of GDP. In line with 
the above, Ireland’s MTO for 2020 and beyond will be set out in the forthcoming 2019 Stability 
Programme Update.

Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 113.

02/04/2019WRF04600Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

116. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the re-
cent response given regarding the number of appeals under the disabled drivers and passengers 
scheme in view of previous figures which were supplied (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15070/19]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In order to access the Disabled Driv-
ers and Disabled Passengers Scheme a person must obtain a Primary Medical Certificate 
(PMC) from the HSE. A PMC is obtained if, following a professional clinical examination by 
the HSE, it is determined that the applicant satisfies at least one of the medical criteria necessary 
to qualify for a PMC.  
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If an applicant is unsuccessful in obtaining a PMC from the HSE they may appeal the deci-
sion to the independent Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal. 

An applicant that has obtained a PMC may make a claim to the Revenue Commissioners for 
repayment of VAT and Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) on the purchase of a vehicle. If such a 
claim is unsuccessful they may appeal the decision of the Revenue. 

The information provided by me to the Deputy in my reply to Question 6131/19 related to 
persons that were already in possession of a PMC and as such qualified for the Scheme. The ap-
peals referenced in my reply related to the refusal of claims by Revenue for repayment of VAT 
and VRT on the purchase of a vehicle.

The information provided in my reply to Questions 5738/18 and 5875/18 referred to by the 
Deputy related to cases referred to the independent Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal, 
where a PMC was refused following a professional clinical determination by the HSE.  

I trust this clarifies the matter. 

02/04/2019WRF04900EU Budget Contribution

02/04/2019WRF05000117. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the EU contributions to be 
made by Ireland in each of the next five years if Ireland’s contributions were based on GNI star 
instead of GNI, with the other elements unchanged, based on best forecasts while the basis of 
other countries’ contributions remained unchanged; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [15091/19]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware from my 
reply to Parliamentary Question No. 195 of 26 March 2019, Member State contributions to the 
EU budget are legally calculated by the EU Commission in line with the provisions outlined 
in the Own Resource Decision (ORD) Regulation (2014/335). Ireland is obliged to make GNI 
payments to the EU budget based on Ireland’s share of total EU GNI. This basis has been agreed 
legally by all Member States.

To accurately estimate the application of GNI star for Ireland’s EU budget contributions 
would require making the same technical adjustments to the GNI of each of the remaining EU-
27 Member States. Such data is not available for other Member States as GNI star was devel-
oped by the Central Statistics Office as a supplementary method for measuring and analysing 
Irish domestic economic activity by stripping out the impact of globalisation activities.

To provide figures based on a different base for one Member State, as the Deputy is asking, 
would not have meaning without estimating GNI star for all other Member States. My Depart-
ment is obliged to prepare estimates based on the relevant legal base.  

02/04/2019WRG00200Tax Clearance Certificates

02/04/2019WRG00300118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if a tax clearance certifi-
cate can issue in the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15186/19]

02/04/2019WRG00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has no 
record of an application for tax clearance from the person concerned.
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They can apply for a Tax Clearance Certificate on www.revenue.ie   using either ROS (busi-
ness customers) or MyAccount (PAYE and non-ROS customers). 

If the individual requires any further information or assistance they should contact Rev-
enue’s Helpline at 01-7383663.

02/04/2019WRG00500Budget Targets

02/04/2019WRG00600119. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected one-off or tem-
porary measures of spending from 2019 to 2024 or the latest available date in percentage of 
GDP and gross terms in tabular form. [15216/19]

02/04/2019WRG00700121. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the expenditure allowed in 
2020 and 2021 that would be permissible before breaching the medium-term budgetary objec-
tives taking into account projected general Government balances; and if he will provide the 
same data for different Brexit scenarios.  [15218/19]

02/04/2019WRG00800122. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected fiscal space from 
2019 to 2024 or the latest available date; and if he will provide the same data for different Brexit 
scenarios in tabular form. [15219/19]

02/04/2019WRG00900123. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected total general 
Government revenue from 2019 to 2024 in both gross figures and as a percentage of GDP; and 
if he will provide the same data projected for different Brexit scenarios. [15220/19]

02/04/2019WRG01000124. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the projected total general 
Government expenditure from 2019 to 2024 in both gross figures and as a percentage of GDP; 
and if he will provide the same data projected for different Brexit scenarios. [15221/19]

02/04/2019WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 119 
and 121 to 124, inclusive, together.

The most recent projections for general government revenue, expenditure and one-off/tem-
porary measures were outlined in my Department’s Autumn forecasts contained in the Eco-
nomic and Fiscal Outlook which was published as part of Budget 2019.  These figures are 
reproduced in the table.

My officials are in the process of preparing the Stability Programme Update 2019 (SPU), 
which will update these projections taking into account the most up-to-date information.

Projections beyond 2023 have not been compiled by my Department.

- 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
general government 
revenue, € million

85,235 88,900 92,600 96,645 100,675

general government 
expenditure, € mil-
lion

85,310 87,840 90,985 92,480 94,865

one-off/temporary 
measures, € million

0 0 0 0 0
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- 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
general government 
revenue, per cent of 
GDP

25.0 24.7 24.6 24.6 24.6

general government 
expenditure, per 
cent of GDP

25.0 24.4 24.2 23.6 23.2

one-off/temporary 
measures, per cent 
of GDP

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

The economic and budgetary outlook is subject to considerable uncertainty at present, given 
the UK’s forthcoming exit from the European Union.  In this regard, my Department has pub-
lished several pieces of analysis in order to inform Government of the likely macroeconomic 
and fiscal consequences, and these are available on my Department’s website.

The analysis published last week in conjunction with the Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) shows the impact of a number of scenarios (from orderly to disorderly exit) 
taking into account a wider set of channels (including tariffs, non-tariff barriers, FDI impact).

In a disorderly, no-deal scenario, the level of economic activity in Ireland after a decade 
would be around 5 percentage points below a hypothetical scenario in which the UK did not 
leave the EU.  The general government balance would be 1 percentage point worse.  These bud-
getary data are available on a headline basis only; a breakdown between general government 
revenue and expenditure is not available.

The model used to generate these forecasts is a medium-term structural model of the Irish 
economy.  These structural models are designed inter alia to simulate shocks to the economy 
but, as is normally the case, the impact is assessed over the medium-term.  These models are 
generally less-suited to short-term diagnostics.  This requires an element of judgement and, on 
this basis, my Department will publish economic forecasts over the 2019-2023 period under 
different scenarios in the forthcoming SPU.

As I have said previously, budgetary policy will be based on doing what is right for the 
economy and not on the basis of ill-fitting fiscal rules.  In this regard, I would direct the Deputy 
to the Parliamentary Budget Office whose role is to assist the Oireachtas in these matters.  

The Deputy will be aware that there are several inputs to calculate the so-called structural 
balance, with many moving parts.  Revised numbers will be set out in the SPU.  I would stress 
once again, however, that minimum compliance with the fiscal rules is not an appropriate policy 
at this stage of the economic cycle.

Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 113.

Questions Nos. 121 to 124, inclusive, answered with Question No. 119.

02/04/2019WRG01700Home Renovation Incentive Scheme

02/04/2019WRG01800125. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reintroduce the 
home renovation incentive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15248/19]

02/04/2019WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) 
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was introduced by Section 477B of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 in 2014.  I currently have 
no plans to re-open the scheme which terminated in accordance with its sunset clause on 31 
December 2018.

Under my Department’s Tax Expenditure Guidelines, the introduction of new tax incentive 
measures should only be considered in circumstances where there is a demonstrable market 
failure and where a tax based incentive is more efficient than a direct expenditure intervention. 

The HRI was introduced at a time when there was considerable loss of employment within 
the construction sector, with the aim of addressing this market failure by stimulating increased 
activity in the sector. In the current context of a growing economy and construction sector, the 
initial objectives of the scheme have been fulfilled, and this support is no longer needed in the 
terms in which it was originally envisaged.  

Furthermore, in light of the current housing supply shortage, and the need to deliver 25,000 
additional housing units per annum over the period 2017-2021, there is a risk that the HRI 
could lead to increased competition for scarce resources within the construction sector, leading 
to upward pressure on construction costs and house prices. The potential for displacement of 
labour from work on new builds to work on home renovations would create a high opportunity 
cost of labour associated with HRI which was not present at the inception of the scheme.

Revenue advise me that, as of 2 January 2019, the cost to the Exchequer of the HRI was 
c. €105 million, with a further €65 million worth of credits yet to be claimed in respect of the 
incentive. As the Deputy will appreciate, I must be mindful of the public finances and the many 
demands on the Exchequer. Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile in themselves, lead to a nar-
rowing of the tax base. 

02/04/2019WRG02000Insurance Costs

02/04/2019WRG02100126. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance his views on the number of soft 
play centres for children who are being forced to close down on account of the high cost of 
business insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15281/19]

02/04/2019WRG02200134. Deputy Kate O’Connell asked the Minister for Finance the actions he is taking to ad-
dress the concerns of owners of indoor play centres with regard to the unsustainable increase in 
insurance costs which is causing many of these businesses to close down; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15480/19]

02/04/2019WRG02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 126 
and 134 together.

I am aware of what appears to be a growing issue of indoor/soft play centres closing due 
to increased insurance costs. As the Deputy will appreciate, data on the exact numbers of play 
centres closing is not collected by my Department nor the Central Statistics Office.

My understanding is that the main reason for the difficulties being faced by the play centre 
sector is due to a lack of capacity in the insurance market, which I understand has been driven to 
some degree by the overall claims level in the sector.  In determining their willingness to enter 
into or remain in a particular sector of the market, insurers will generally make an assessment of 
what they consider the overall risk to be. Therefore, part of their assessment of what premium 
level to charge, or whether to offer cover in the first place will be based on what they consider 
the general likely trend for claims in the sector will be, based on their overall past experience.
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In a recent meeting with Insurance Ireland, I understand that Minister of State D’Arcy, who 
has responsibility for Insurance within my Department, raised the issue of the difficulties play 
centres currently face in securing insurance.  In response, Insurance Ireland highlighted the 
problems that Irish insurers encountered in this sector regarding claims and specifically the high 
amounts being paid out.  Having said that, Insurance Ireland agreed to relay Minister of State, 
Deputy D’Arcy’s concerns to its members taking into account some of the implemented and 
proposed Cost of Insurance Working Group reforms, including the proposal to implement the 
recommendations of the second Personal Injuries Commission Report.

As the Deputy will be aware the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG), which was 
established in July 2016, has undertaken a detailed examination of the factors contributing to 
the cost of insurance in order to identify what short, medium and long-term measures could be 
introduced to help reduce the cost of insurance for consumers and businesses.

The CIWG has produced two reports and eight quarterly progress updates on the various 
recommendations made by CIWG and endorsed by Government.  The difficulties facing the 
consumer, voluntary and small business sector from the high cost of insurance premiums are 
recognised.  In addition, it is also acknowledged that in some cases the survival of a business 
as a viable entity is being put at peril because of insurance pricing.  One of the key areas raised 
by various stakeholders to the CIWG is the level of awards in this country compared with else-
where.  As a result, the Working Group established the Personal Injuries Commission (PIC) and 
commissioned it to examine this issue amongst other things.  The PIC reported in September 
2018 and concluded that soft tissue injuries are significantly higher here than in the UK and 
other jurisdictions and recommended that action be taken to address this disparity through the 
establishment of the Judicial Council.  The PIC recommended that this body would become 
responsible for preparing the guidelines on personal injury award levels, and would replace the 
Book of Quantum.  In doing this, the PIC believes that the Judicial Council will, in compiling 
the guidelines, take account of the jurisprudence of the Court of Appeal and the results of its 
benchmarking exercise.

The current position with the Judicial Council Bill is that the Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity has recently advised of his intention to further this Bill with a view to having it in place as 
soon as possible.  I understand the Bill is scheduled for Committee Stage in the Seanad next 
Tuesday. Alongside this, the Law Reform Commission has included the subject of capping 
damages in personal injuries litigation in its 5th Programme of Law Reform and this project is 
being given immediate attention.  It is hoped that if there was a significant move in this area, it 
could have an impact on insurance pricing and could also help attract new entrants into the mar-
ket.  Such outcomes would be of benefit to all concerned and in particular to small businesses 
such as those in play centre sector.

02/04/2019WRG02400Carbon Tax Collection

02/04/2019WRG02500127. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance the tax yield for each carbon fuel 
type by year in tabular form; the total for each year since the carbon tax was first introduced; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15282/19]

02/04/2019WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the tax 
yield for Carbon Tax and each carbon fuel type for the years 2010 to 2017 is published on the 
Revenue website and is available at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/sta-
tistics/excise/net-receipts-by-commodity.pdf. The provisional yield for each carbon fuel type for 
2018 is provided in the following table. 
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2018 €m
Auto diesel 182.8
Petrol 48.1
Aviation Gasoline 0.0
Kerosene 58.6
MGO 54.1
Fuel Oil 1.8
LPG (other) 10.2
Auto LPG 0.1
Natural Gas 50.0
SFCT 25.3
Total 431.1
 

 The 2018 finalised yields for each carbon fuel type will be published on the Revenue web-
site by end Q3 2019. 

02/04/2019WRG02700Carbon Tax Yield

02/04/2019WRG02800128. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the tax yield 
from the carbon tax was spent in the years since the tax was first introduced; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15283/19]

02/04/2019WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue raised from carbon tax is re-
mitted to the Exchequer and to date has not been hypothecated.  Hypothecation is not a feature 
of the Irish tax system in general as it reduces the flexibility of the Government to prioritise 
and allocate funds as necessary at a particular time, constraining expenditure decisions and 
potentially distorting the allocation of resources, which can result in reduced value for money 
and sub-optimal outcomes. 

Having said that, the additional revenues collected through the Carbon Tax and other sourc-
es of revenue can be used to fund measures such as the winter fuel allowance and the Better 
Energy Warmer Homes scheme to address fuel poverty issues.  

The Government is committed to tackling the issue of climate change and in advance of 
Budget 2019 I commissioned a study by the ESRI as a first step in better understanding the 
environmental, social and economic impact of increasing carbon tax rates. The ESRI is build-
ing upon its work in this regard by developing a multi annual model to better inform our deci-
sion making into the future. The Report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action 
published last week recommended that the Government should consider the impacts on low-
income families of any future increases in Carbon Taxes and introduce specific policy measures 
to assist those who may not be in a position to immediately transition from fossil fuels. It is 
my intention to use the work of the ESRI, the Oireachtas Committee and the Climate Change 
Advisory Council to develop proposals for Budget 2020.

02/04/2019WRG03000State Claims Agency Data

02/04/2019WRG03100129. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount the State Claims 
Agency paid in legal costs to solicitors representing plaintiffs in medical negligence claims in 
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2017 and 2018; the top ten payments made to named legal firms representing the agency and 
plaintiffs, respectively, in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15323/19]

02/04/2019WRG03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the State Claims 
Agency (SCA) that this information has been extracted from the National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) and that the figures provided are correct as of 29/03/2019. 

Medical negligence claims are identified on NIMS through the Incident/Hazard Category of 
Clinical Care. This query relates to Clinical Care claims being managed by the SCA on behalf 
of the Health Service Executive.

Plaintiff legal costs relate to the payment made to the Plaintiff’s legal team i.e. Solicitors 
and Counsel and are also inclusive of expert fees which are discharged by the Plaintiff’s solici-
tor. These expert fees may relate to actuarial, engineering, medical, witness fees, etc.

Table 1 shows plaintiff legal costs made in relation to Clinical Care claims in 2017 & 2018.  

Transaction Date   Plaintiff Legal Costs   
2017 €41,625,561
2018 €39,135,797
Grand Total €80,761,358

The top 10 payments in Tables 2 & 3 are at a claims level and represent total payments made 
to a firm in respect of an individual claim. 

Table 2 shows the top 10 Clinical Care claims by Agency solicitor fees paid in 2018.    

Payee Amount Paid
Hayes Solicitors €205,501
Hayes Solicitors €140,549
Mason Hayes & Curran Solicitors €136,925
Hayes Solicitors €136,649
Hayes Solicitors €132,401
A&L Goodbody €128,144
Hayes Solicitors €126,280
Mason Hayes & Curran Solicitors €123,000
Ronan Daly Jermyn Solicitors €121,908
Ronan Daly Jermyn Solicitors €121,403

Table 3 shows the top 10 Clinical Care claims by Plaintiff legal costs paid in 2018.

Payee Amount Paid 
Augustus Cullen Law Solicitors €766,592
Gallagher Shatter Solicitors €685,123
O’Hanrahan Lally D’Alton Solicitors €589,620
Daly Derham Donnelly Solicitors €530,938
Augustus Cullen Law Solicitors €521,583
Doyle & Company €518,688
M.M. Halley & Son Solicitors €518,466
Damien Tansey Solicitors €514,156
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Payee Amount Paid 
Connellan Solicitors €509,917
M.M Halley & Son Solicitors €491,535

02/04/2019WRG03300Revenue Commissioners Legal Cases

02/04/2019WRG03400130. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of court prosecu-
tions initiated by the Revenue Commissioners in each of the years 2014 to 2018; the result of 
each of these court cases; the number and values of fines issued in each year; the value of fines 
collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect of these prosecutions; the ar-
rangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he will provide an age analysis of these 
outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15339/19]

02/04/2019WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the in-
formation requested by the Deputy in relation to prosecutions initiated by Revenue and fines 
imposed by the Courts is being compiled and will be forwarded to him as soon as possible.

I am advised also that the collection of fines imposed by the Courts is a matter for the Courts 
Service of Ireland.

02/04/2019WRG03600Central Bank of Ireland Enforcement Actions

02/04/2019WRG03700131. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Finance the number of court prosecu-
tions initiated by the Central Bank in each of the years 2014 to 2018; the result of each of these 
court cases; the number and values of fines issued in each year; the value of fines collected each 
year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect of these prosecutions; the arrangements in 
place to collect the outstanding fines; if he will provide an age analysis of these outstanding 
fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15340/19]

02/04/2019WRG03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware the Cen-
tral Bank’s primary enforcement mechanism for the imposition of monetary fines and other 
administrative sanctions for breach of financial services legislation is the Administrative Sanc-
tions Procedure under Part IIIC of the Central Bank Act, 1942 (as amended) (the ASP). The 
ASP provides for sanctions to be imposed by way of an independent inquiry process or as part 
of early resolution of enforcement actions pre-inquiry in certain circumstances, as distinct from 
a court process. In response to this particular request, the following are the relevant statistics on 
enforcement actions under the ASP and the fines imposed in respect of them:

- 2014  
€

2015  
€

2016  
€ 

2017  
€ 

2018  
€ 

Total 2014-
2018 
€ 

Fines Im-
posed

5,422,450 7,338,040 12,075,750 7,239,970 7,441,000 39,517,210

Fines Waived 0 5,105,000* 0 0 0 5,105,000

 In 2015, fines were waived in two cases: in the INBS case (€5m) as it would not have been 
in the public interest to pursue the collection of the fine in circumstances where the firm did not 
have any assets; and in the Tadhg Gunnell case (PCM Bloxham Stockbrokers) (€105k) as he 
had been adjudicated bankrupt four months prior to the settlement. 

Further details of our settlements are available on the Central Bank website (link below). It 
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is our policy to pursue payment of fines imposed, however, this is rarely necessary. Currently 
there is only one small fine outstanding in the relevant period and we continue to pursue this 
amount. 

www.centralbank.ie/news-media/legal-notices/enforcement-actions. 

02/04/2019WRG03900Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRG04000132. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has under-
taken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, media or otherwise, to assist it 
with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or videos in terms of his 
departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15389/19]

02/04/2019WRG04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In answer to the Deputy’s question 
and following on from receipt of clarification from the Deputy’s office, my Department has not 
undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, media or otherwise, to 
assist with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or videos on behalf 
of my Departmental strategies or policies in 2018 and to date in 2019.

The Deputy will be aware that the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) National 
Public Procurement Policy Framework sets out the procurement procedures to be followed 
by Government Departments and State Bodies under national and EU rules. It is Government 
policy that public bodies, where possible, should make use of OGP Framework agreements 
when undertaking any procurement processes.

I can advise the Deputy that my Department’s Compliance Officer also performs the role of 
Procurement Officer and provides guidance and support to staff on undertaking public procure-
ment,  including promoting compliance with EU public procurement directives and regulations. 
My Department is committed to ensuring that procurement processes undertaken by its staff are 
carried out in conformity with all relevant national and EU legislation.

02/04/2019WRG04200Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRG04300133. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance the way in which his de-
partmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Government of Ireland social 
media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the policy areas of his De-
partment; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15406/19]

02/04/2019WRG04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that co-
ordination of Government of Ireland related social media and web content is led by the Mer-
rionstreet team in the Government Information Service (GIS), which is part of the Department 
of An Taoiseach.  My Department is routinely requested by the GIS to provide information in 
relation to areas under the remit of my Department and to retweet specific social media mes-
sages. This is co-ordinated by officials in my Department’s Press Office.

Question No. 134 answered with Question No. 126.

02/04/2019WRG04600Official Languages Act
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02/04/2019WRG04700135. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has an oper-
ating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 2003; and the date when 
such a scheme was introduced. [15491/19]

02/04/2019WRG04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that the De-
partment of Finance has an operating language scheme in accordance with Section 11 of the 
Official Languages Act 2003.

The Department updated its Language Scheme, for the periods 2018 - 2021. This was im-
plemented 28th February 2018.

The Department supports staff in improving their standard of Irish through the provision of 
courses in Gaelchultúr. The staff are informed of the courses through OneLearning and induc-
tion training. At present four (4) staff members are attending a course in Gaelchultúr. Eleven 
(11) of the staff members have completed courses in Gaelchultúr. The Department encourages 
the study of the Irish language, to assist staff in providing a quality service with confidence.

There is no obligation on staff in the Department of Finance to provide services through 
the medium of Irish unless a request is received through Irish. However, the Department has 
created a panel of Irish speaking staff to provide this service when it is being sought. Five (5) 
people have offered their services to provide this service.

02/04/2019WRG04900Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman Administration

02/04/2019WRG05000136. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 237 of 26 March 2019, the number of staff he has approved; if they have taken up their 
positions; and if not, when the positions will be filled. [15507/19]

02/04/2019WRG05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm that I approved the re-
cruitment of 35 additional staff to the Office of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombuds-
man at the following levels:

5 Assistant Principal

11 Higher Executive Officer

15 Executive Officer

4 Clerical Officer 

Obviously there is a process to be undertaken before these appointments are made. I under-
stand that the Ombudsman intends commencing with the recruitment competitions for these 
positions immediately, and expects the first of these vacancies to be advertised in the coming 
weeks. 

02/04/2019WRH00200Garda Stations

02/04/2019WRH00300137. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when a car park will be constructed at a Garda station (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14812/19]

02/04/2019WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that the Office of Public Works (OPW) received an enquiry from 
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local Gardaí about developing the parking facilities at the Garda Station in question.  A quota-
tion for the work was provided to Garda Estate Management (GEM), which must approve fund-
ing before the work can be scheduled by OPW for delivery.  GEM have confirmed the proposed 
car park remains under consideration.

02/04/2019WRH00500Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

02/04/2019WRH00600138. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
community employment supervisors will receive the pension provision the Labour Court agreed 
they were entitled to ten years ago; the reason they have not received it to date; the reason there 
is a refusal to engage with their unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14986/19]

02/04/2019WRH00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This issue 
relates to a claim by community employment supervisors and assistant supervisors who have 
been seeking, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer funding to im-
plement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme.

The matter was the subject of discussion at the Community Sector High Level Forum 
which was reconvened to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employment 
sector and in particular to ensure that the matter was fully examined having regard to costs and 
precedent.

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out by my Department in 2017 in order to compre-
hensively examine and assess the full potential implications of the issues under consideration.

The scoping exercise clearly illustrated that this matter presents very significant issues for 
the Exchequer, with a potential cost to the State of between €188 million per annum and €347 m 
depending on the size of the sector which is difficult to ascertain, in respect of funding to enable 
an employer pension contribution among all similar State funded Community and Voluntary 
organisations.  This excludes any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pen-
sion as sought, which could, depending on the size of the sector, entail a further Exchequer cost 
of up to €318 million.

Significant engagement has taken place with unions on this matter but it continues to be the 
position that state organisations are not the employer of the particular employees concerned and 
that it is not for the State to provide funding for such pension scheme provision. The employees 
in question are, or were, employees of private companies notwithstanding the fact that the com-
panies concerned are, or were, in receipt of State funding.

02/04/2019WRH00800National Lottery Regulator

02/04/2019WRH00900139. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the gambling regulations which apply to the national lottery; if this is the same regulation that 
applies to other forms of gambling; if not, the reason for the difference; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [15064/19]

02/04/2019WRH01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The National 
Lottery Act 1986 allowed for the creation of a National Lottery in Ireland, and since its launch 
in 1987 over €5 billion has been raised for use by good causes in communities and organisations 
across the country.

From its inception until February 2014, the National Lottery was operated under licence by 
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the An Post National Lottery Company, which was 80% owned by An Post and 20% owned by 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

In April 2012, the Government agreed that there would be a competitive process for the 
award of the next National Lottery licence. Further to this process, Premier Lotteries Ireland 
(PLI) was awarded a 20 year licence in February 2014, which raised €405 m for use by job rich 
projects such as the Wild Atlantic Way and the National Sports Campus.

The National Lottery Act 2013 was passed to provide new governing arrangements for the 
National Lottery, which included the establishment of a National Lottery Regulator.

The functions of the Regulator are described in the Act, and include the following:

- To procure the holding of the National Lottery.

- To monitor the operation of the National Lottery and to monitor and enforce compliance 
with the Act and the Licence to operate the National Lottery.

- To consider for approval certain matters relating to the National Lottery (including schemes 
for National Lottery games).

- Manage and control the National Lottery Fund.

The regulator must exercise these functions with the objectives of ensuring the probity and 
long-term sustainability of the National Lottery, that the interests of participants are protected, 
and, subject to those objectives being met, maximise returns for good causes.

The Regulator monitors the activities of the Operator in accordance with her statutory ob-
jectives and in order to ensure compliance with the Act and Licence. The 118 page Licence to 
operate the National Lottery covers a very wide range of aspects which relate to the operation 
and regulation of the National Lottery including: payments to the National Lottery Fund, testing 
of draw equipment, use of trademarks, and the Operator’s obligations at the end of the Licence 
period.

There are also four Codes of Practice in place, including a Sales Code of Practice, a Partici-
pants’ Code of Practice, an Advertising and Promotion Code of Practice and a Vetting Proce-
dures Code of Practice. Further detail regarding these Codes, and the National Lottery Licence 
(subject to a small number of redactions) is available on the Office of the National Lottery 
Regulator’s website (www.rnl.ie).

The elements of the Licence and its Codes that apply to the regulation of the sale of National 
Lottery products include rules in relation to:

- The content of advertising and promotion of National Lottery games.

- Responsible gaming.

- Seeking approval for new games or amendments to existing games.

- Prohibited games.

- Registration for interactive channels.

- Preventing the sale of National Lottery games to minors.

- Standards to be observed by Retailers and their staff or employees.
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- Monitoring of retailers.

While this type of regulation is in place to monitor and ensure compliance with the National 
Lottery Act 2013, the licence to operate the National Lottery and to manage and control the 
National Lottery Fund, Minister of State with special responsibility for gambling regulation, 
David Stanton TD, recently announced that the Government has approved plans to establish an 
Irish gambling regulatory authority.

This decision is part of two initiatives agreed at cabinet in relation to the future regulation of 
gambling in Ireland. The Department of Justice and Equality will now draft the necessary heads 
of legislation. In parallel, work will be advanced on scoping the resources needed to establish 
an effective regulatory regime.

02/04/2019WRH01100Government Expenditure

02/04/2019WRH01200140. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
breakdown of the components of pre-committed expenditure in each year from 2019 to 2024 
or the latest available date; and the gross figures for pre-committed expenditure in each year in 
tabular form. [15213/19]

02/04/2019WRH01300142. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
projections for expenditure to account for demographics from 2019 to 2024 or the latest avail-
able date in tabular form. [15215/19]

02/04/2019WRH01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 140 and 142 together.

Table 9 on page 45 of Expenditure Report 2019 sets out the revised baseline for current 
expenditure out to 2021 after taking account of pre-commitments in relation to demographic 
pressures, public service pay agreements, and the estimated carryover impact of certain budget 
measures.

Expenditure Report 2019 sets out demographic costs of €0.45 billion for 2020 and 2021. 
These estimates are informed by the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service 
(IGEES) paper ‘Budgetary Impacts of Changing Demographics 2017 – 2027’. These are in-
cluded in multi-annual Ministerial expenditure ceilings for Health, Social Protection and Edu-
cation. Beyond 2022, the IGEES paper suggests demographic costs of approximately €0.4 bil-
lion per year, however these figures will be subject to review in the near future. Amounts are 
also included for public service pay agreements in table 6, on page 42 of Expenditure Report 
2019. These resources are included on an aggregate basis and are to be allocated to the relevant 
Ministerial Vote groups as part of the annual Estimates process.

An amount of €0.4 billion is included for the Public Service Stability Agreement for 2020 
and €0.3 billion for 2021.  Table 7, on page 43 of Expenditure Report 2019 sets out the carryover 
impact of certain current expenditure measures announced as part of Budget 2019, amounting 
to €0.3 billion. As these estimates relate to measures being implemented in 2019, they will be 
impacted by the actual cost and timing of implementation and consequently the estimated costs 
will be reassessed during 2019 and set out in the Mid-Year Expenditure Report. As outlined in 
Expenditure Report 2019, these costs would need to be met from the remaining unallocated 
resources in the absence of any re-prioritisation of expenditure identified during the Estimates 
process, informed by the Spending Review. These costs, as included in the Expenditure Report 
2019, for the period out to 2021 are set out in the following table.
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Pre-committed Gross Voted Current Expenditure 2020 - 2021

- 2020 2021
-  €bn €bn
Demographics 451 454
Pay Agreements 390 261
Carryover of Budget 2019 Decisions 311  
Total Current 1,152 715

Planned capital investment levels out to 2027 have been set out under the National De-
velopment Plan, allowing for long-term planning of infrastructural investment in Ireland.  
The amounts included for Exchequer Public Capital Expenditure, as set out in the Revised Es-
timates Volume 2019, out to 2022, and the NDP in later years are set out in the following table.

Exchequer Public Capital Expenditure 2020 - 2027

- 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027
- €bn €bn €bn €bn €bn €bn €bn €bn
Exche-
quer 
Gross 
Voted 
Capital 

8.1 8.7 8.9 9.4 10 10.5 11 11.6

02/04/2019WRH01500Government Expenditure

02/04/2019WRH01600141. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
breakdown of the components of pre-committed capital expenditure in each year from 2019 to 
2024 or the latest available date; and the gross figures for pre-committed capital expenditure in 
each year in tabular form. [15214/19]

02/04/2019WRH01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Depu-
ty will be aware, the National Development Plan, published last year, demonstrates the Govern-
ment’s commitment to meeting Ireland’s infrastructure and investment requirements over the 
next 10 years, through a total estimated investment of €116 billion over the period to 2027.  In 
2019, capital expenditure of €7.3 billion represents an increase of approximately €1.4 billion or 
24% over the 2018 outturn figure.

Although the NDP set out gross voted capital expenditure allocations on a Ministerial level 
for the period 2018 – 2022, these figures can only be viewed as indicative allocations and not 
pre-commitments until such time as they are finalised in the Revised Estimates Volume and 
approved in the Dáil through a Vote.  I expect that it will be necessary to make some moderate 
adjustments to the published allocations over the period, however, I believe that any amend-
ments will be modest and will not pose any material effect on Departmental allocations. Thus, 
NDP gives a very clear signal of Government’s long term capital spending plans.

While my Department sets the capital allocations for Departments and the delegated sanc-
tion arrangements under which Departments make their spending decisions, the actual roll-out 
of particular capital projects and programmes is, of course, managed by the individual line De-
partments and their agencies who are responsible for project and programme delivery.
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As the NDP states, each Government Department is responsible for ensuring that its pro-
posed projects meet with appropriate regulatory requirements including those related to plan-
ning law and environmental impact assessments. Departments must also ensure that individual 
projects and investment proposals meet all of the relevant appraisal processes and value-for-
money tests required under the Public Spending Code, before Exchequer resources are ulti-
mately expended on the relevant projects. Individual Departments also have the obligation to 
manage any multi-annual contractual commitments within the terms of their sanction.

Question No. 142 answered with Question No. 140.

02/04/2019WRH01900Office of Public Works Projects

02/04/2019WRH02000143. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
strategic review by the OPW for the Phoenix Park will be put on public display in libraries and 
community centres in Dublin in order that persons can engage with the review; and if he will 
extend the consultation deadline to allow persons sufficient time to make an observation as part 
of the public consultation process. [14814/19]

02/04/2019WRH02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): The OPW consider that the Phoenix Park Visitor Centre is the best, most cen-
trally located venue for a public exhibition of information in respect of the ‘Draft Phoenix 
Park Visitor Experience Strategic Review.’  For those who are not in a position to review the 
exhibition in person, the executive summary of the report and a pdf of the exhibition materials 
are available for download from the Phoenix Park website, www.phoenixpark.ie.  Libraries, 
community groups, residents associations, schools, sporting bodies, charities and all other in-
terested parties can download this material for free and share with their members.

As per the Deputy’s request, I can confirm that the exhibition at the Visitor Centre will be 
extended by two weeks to run until April 19th 2019 and the observation period will also be 
extended until April 26th 2019.

02/04/2019WRH02200Public Sector Pensions

02/04/2019WRH02300144. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he will 
consider extending the age limit for children to access their deceased parents’ civil service pen-
sion beyond 21 years of age in order to complete a third-level course of education; if there is 
data on the number currently accessing the scheme; if his attention has been drawn to cases in 
which the funding ceases upon the child reaching 21 years of age yet still has to complete their 
third-level course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14820/19]

02/04/2019WRH02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Civil Ser-
vice Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pension previously provided for payment of pension 
to children up to the age of 16 or up to their 21st birthday if they were in full time education. 
However, General Council Report No. 1324, adopted in December 1997, extended the period 
of payment for children in full time education up to age 22. This was on foot of a claim lodged 
by the staff side on the basis that 3rd level education and training was then the norm rather than 
the exception, and that in many cases children were still in full-time education at age 21.

While agreeing to the increase from age 21 to 22, the Official side noted that public service 
schemes, as a whole, offered terms that were more favourable than those available in the private 
sector. That view was generally supported by the Commission on Public Service Pensions in its 
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final report (2000), which found that all public service schemes include spouses’ and children’s 
benefits, whereas this was not necessarily the case in the private sector. The Commission did not 
recommend any further extension in the upper age limits for payment of children’s pensions.

In relation to the numbers of children accessing the scheme, I have been informed by Payroll 
Shared Service Centre, which administers the civil service scheme, that these are as follows:

Age group No. Accessing the Scheme. 
Aged under 16 145
Aged 16 33
Aged 17 34
Aged 18 43
Aged 19 43
Aged 20 32
Aged 21 50

As I have already noted, the granting of the pension up until the age of 22 is contingent on 
the child attending full-time education. 48 eligible recipients reached age 22 in 2018, and thus 
had their pensions ceased.

I have no plans to extend the payment of children’s pension for those in full time education 
beyond the point of their 22nd birthday. However, I would bring to the Deputy’s attention that 
in the case of permanent physical or mental incapacity, a child’s pension may be continued for 
life if the incapacity occurred when the child was under 16, or under 22 while in full-time edu-
cation or training.

02/04/2019WRH02500Departmental Functions

02/04/2019WRH02600145. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
Department’s role in the planned convention centre in Cork; if officials from his Department 
have attended meetings on same since it was announced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14828/19]

02/04/2019WRH02700146. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
role his officials have had in the convention centre in Cork since it was first announced in 2014 
in tabular form or otherwise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14856/19]

02/04/2019WRH02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 145 and 146 together.

While my Department sets the capital allocations for Departments and the delegated sanc-
tion arrangements under which Departments make their spending decisions, the actual roll-out 
of particular capital projects and programmes is, of course, managed by the individual line De-
partments and their agencies who are responsible for project and programme delivery.

While my officials have attended meetings on the Cork Event Centre, overall responsibility 
for the management and delivery of the project rests with Cork City Council, with Exchequer 
grant funding being administered through the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht.

I am advised by the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht that discussions are 
ongoing with Cork City Council about various elements of the project.
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02/04/2019WRH03000Public Appointments Service

02/04/2019WRH03100147. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
recruitment campaigns which will be run by the Public Appointments Service between 2 April 
2019 to 31 December 2019; the nature of the appointments; the number of positions likely to 
be made available in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15035/19]

02/04/2019WRH03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will be aware the Public Appointments Service (PAS) is an independent, statutory body 
which provides professional recruitment and selection services to the Civil and Public Service.

PAS is a demand led service which advertises campaigns on an ongoing basis for a wide 
variety of roles according to the requirements of its clients in the Civil and Public service.

02/04/2019WRH03300Coastal Protection

02/04/2019WRH03400148. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if all 
necessary financial assistance will be provided to Fingal County Council to tackle the alarming 
rate of coastal erosion that is occurring at The Burrow, Portrane, County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15172/19]

02/04/2019WRH03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I am advised that Fingal County Council is leading on this issue, as it is a mat-
ter for local authorities in the first instance to assess and address problems of coastal erosion in 
their areas.  Where necessary, Local Authorities may put forward proposals to relevant central 
Government Departments, including the OPW, for funding of appropriate measures depending 
on the infrastructure or assets under threat.

In 2018, in response to serious coastal erosion problems at The Burrow, Portrane, Fingal 
County Council implemented temporary interim emergency measures to protect properties at 
risk.  Funding of €456,464 was approved under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal Protection Scheme for these works.

Consultants appointed by Fingal County Council are currently assessing options for a lon-
ger term permanent solution for the Portrane Peninsula. If a viable option is identified, Fingal 
County Council may submit a further application for funding to the OPW.

02/04/2019WRH03600Coastal Erosion

02/04/2019WRH03700149. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
progress in the preparation of a national coastal erosion strategy and plan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15173/19]

02/04/2019WRH03800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Strategic policy responsibility for the coast, including coastal erosion, is a 
matter for the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.  Local Authorities 
are responsible for the management of the coastline, including response to coastal erosion risk 
within their administrative areas.

02/04/2019WRH03900Public Sector Pay
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02/04/2019WRH04000150. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of Labour Court recommendations that were outstanding when the public sector agree-
ment was agreed to that have since been paid and or concluded in line with the Labour Court 
recommendation; if there is a definite date by which the remaining settlements in accordance 
with the Labour Court recommendations will be made; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15326/19]

02/04/2019WRH04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 has as its main focus the phased unwinding of the 
FEMPI legislation.

However, the Agreement also contains a provision committing the Parties to an appropri-
ate, time-bound process for addressing any outstanding adjudications, having due regard to the 
question of their continued validity and cost implications.

Agreement on a process to conclude this matter remains the subject of discussions and ne-
gotiation between the parties under the auspices of the PSSA Oversight Body.

02/04/2019WRH04200Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRH04300151. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, media 
or otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media 
or videos in terms of his departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [15394/19]

02/04/2019WRH04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In relation to 
the services of Media Consultancy Agencies for social media purposes, I can confirm that my 
Department has not directly procured any such services nor drawn down any such services from 
the Office of Government Procurement’s Public Relations Framework.

02/04/2019WRH04500Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRH04600152. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way in which his departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Govern-
ment of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the 
policy areas of his Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15411/19]

02/04/2019WRH04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment’s social media presence is managed primarily by the Department’s Press Office.  As such, 
the Press Office is sometimes asked to participate by sharing Government of Ireland campaign 
messages via the Department’s Twitter account.  A recent example of this is the ‘Getting Ireland 
Brexit Ready’ campaign, which is coordinated by the Department of an Taoiseach.

The Office of Government Procurement (OGP), which is a Division of my Department, 
has social media accounts on Twitter, LinkedIn and YouTube to provide information about the 
work of the Office of Government Procurement and to promote access to public procurement. 
The OGP’s social media accounts occasionally repost material from the main accounts of my 
Department and from other Departments in the Government of Ireland, where these are relevant 
to public procurement.
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02/04/2019WRH04800Official Languages Act

02/04/2019WRH04900153. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 
2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15496/19]

02/04/2019WRH05000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm 
to the Deputy that my Department operates a Language Scheme in accordance with the Official 
Languages Act 2003.  The Scheme, which came into effect on 21 October 2015, was developed 
to set out a standard approach across my Department to fulfilling obligations in relation to the 
Irish language.  I wish to advise the Deputy that the Language Scheme is currently under review 
by my Department.

02/04/2019WRH05100Child Abuse

02/04/2019WRH05200154. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the deci-
sion to file away child abuse files for 75 years was taken. [14816/19]

02/04/2019WRH05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The recently published Reten-
tion of Records Bill is an important measure that will provide for the retention of the records of 
the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse, the Residential Institutions Redress Board and the 
Residential Institutions Redress Review Committee.

I believe that the retention of these records is essential to ensure that we as a people never 
forget the abuse that was perpetrated against innocent children in institutions and that future 
generations can be made aware of what and understand what took place.

The existing legislation for the three redress bodies contains strict confidentiality provi-
sions, including the related provisions that the bulk of their records would be destroyed at the 
time of the dissolution of the bodies.

The Retention of Records Bill is first of all designed to ensure that these records are not 
destroyed but are retained intact. For this approach to be sustainable, due consideration has to 
be given to the assurances of confidentiality, set down in legislation, to all those who gave testi-
mony or engaged with the bodies in any way based on the assurance of confidentiality, balanced 
with the wider public interest of retaining the records for posterity and eventually opening them 
to public inspection.  The provisions of the Bill in regard to a lengthy retention period reflect 
the need to strike that balance.

02/04/2019WRH05400SOLAS Staff

02/04/2019WRH05500155. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the delays 
in resolving the discrepancy between pay scales for former FÁS employees that transferred to 
SOLAS whilst legislation was being enacted and that subsequently transferred to ETBs will be 
investigated (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14879/19]

02/04/2019WRH05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): SOLAS staff who transferred 
to ETBs retained their existing salary scales on transfer.  Union representatives have submitted 
a claim under normal industrial relations procedures in respect of certain grades, and this is be-
ing examined by my Department.
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02/04/2019WRJ00200Schools Building Projects Status

02/04/2019WRJ00300156. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing plans for a secondary school in Kinnegad, County Westmeath. [14757/19]

02/04/2019WRJ00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.  

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

While the announcement did not include a new post-primary school in Kinnegad (which 
is located in the Killucan school planning area), I have highlighted that the requirement for 
new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular would have regard for the 
increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

02/04/2019WRJ00500Irish Language

02/04/2019WRJ00600157. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current and 
capital allocation to An Comhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta in each of 
the years 2016 to 2018; and the 2019 allocation in tabular form. [14780/19]

02/04/2019WRJ00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): An Comhairle um Oideachas 
Gaeltachta agus Gaelscoilíochta (COGG) get their allocation from the Curriculum and Assess-
ment Policy Unit. They are also allocated money under the Policy on Gaeltacht  Education 
2017-2022. The allocations and outturn are set out in the table. This is current, COGG have no 
capital allocation. 

COGG  - Allocation

Year Total Curriculum and 
Assessment 
Policy Unit

Gaeltacht Edu-
cation Policy 
Unit

Outturn

2016 1,375,000 1,375,000  1,426,121.53
2017 1,700,000 1,700,000  1,693,792.31
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Year Total Curriculum and 
Assessment 
Policy Unit

Gaeltacht Edu-
cation Policy 
Unit

Outturn

2018 1,745,000 1,700,000 45,000 1,603,010.62
2019 3,020,000 2,900,000 120,000  

02/04/2019WRJ00800Student Grant Scheme

02/04/2019WRJ00900158. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will request 
that the thresholds for the student grant scheme be increased in budget 2020 in view of the in-
crease in living standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14801/19]

02/04/2019WRJ01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the student 
grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions of 
funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, approved course, previous aca-
demic attainment and means.

The eligibility criteria for student grants including the income thresholds is reviewed annu-
ally in my Department and approved by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. As 
the Deputy will be aware, all proposals made in relation to education expenditure, including 
changes to grant rates, will be considered in the context of the Budget 2020.

The aim of the student grant scheme has always been to make a contribution to the cost of 
going to college, covering the full cost has never been a feasible option.

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and com-
passionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to 
their financial circumstances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Office 
in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary 
basis.

02/04/2019WRJ01100School Transport Provision

02/04/2019WRJ01200159. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the assistance 
available for the provision of transport for a special needs child to attend a specialised preschool 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14875/19]

02/04/2019WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are eligible for school transport where they are attending the near-
est recognised school that is or can be resourced to meet their special educational needs.

Eligibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Edu-
cation through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers. 
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School Transport Section has not received an application for school transport for the child 
referred to by the Deputy.  However, it should be noted that the facility in question is not a 
recognised school and therefore transport cannot be provided under the terms of the School 
Transport Scheme.

02/04/2019WRJ01400Summer Works Scheme

02/04/2019WRJ01500160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if correspon-
dence from a person (details supplied) has been received; the efforts being made to address the 
concerns outlined therein; when a response will issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14880/19]

02/04/2019WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has received correspondence from the individuals referred to by the Depu-
ty and a reply will issue in due course.

I wish to advise that the Summer Works Scheme is designed to allow schools, on a devolved 
funding basis, to carry out necessary improvement and refurbishment works that will upgrade 
existing school facilities. Works such as External environmental projects are funded under this 
scheme. The Deputy will be aware that last Friday I announced the application process for a 
new multi-annual Summer Works Scheme and it is open to the school authority to apply for 
these works.

02/04/2019WRJ01700Education and Training Boards Establishment

02/04/2019WRJ01800161. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the new Louth and Meath Education and Training Board, LMETB, headquarters project that 
is earmarked for Drogheda, County Louth; if following approval for retendering in June 2018, 
this project will still proceed on the grounds of a school (details supplied); if further changes 
have been made to tendering documents that may cause delays to the build; when he expects the 
project to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14894/19]

02/04/2019WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to the local Education and Training 
Board (LMETB).  A number of design-related issues that have arisen with this project were 
considered at a meeting in January between officials from my Department and LMETB and its 
design team. 

More work needs to be carried out to address these issues and a further meeting may be 
necessary to complete that work. While I can assure the Deputy that this process will conclude 
in a timely manner, I cannot give a definitive date in that respect. 

I can say that the project will need to be retendered in any event. I can also inform the Dep-
uty that the location for the project remains that which was previously approved and is adjacent 
to the school to which he refers. 

02/04/2019WRJ02000School Transport

02/04/2019WRJ02100162. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a discretionary bus 
pass will be issued to a person (details supplied). [14895/19]
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02/04/2019WRJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. The purpose of 
the scheme is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school 
of children who reside remote from their nearest school.  

Under the terms of the Post-Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eligible for 
transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attending their nearest 
education centre as determined by the Department of Education/Bus Éireann, having regard to 
ethos and language. 

Bus Éireann has advised that the child in question is not eligible for school transport as he 
is not attending his nearest school.  

Children who are not eligible for school transport, but who complete the application process 
on time, are considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children have been facili-
tated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats. Where the number of applications from 
ineligible children exceeds the number of spare seats available, tickets are allocated using an 
agreed selection process. 

The family in question should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office regarding the avail-
ability of concessionary seats for the 2019/20 school year.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

02/04/2019WRJ02300Home Tuition Scheme Funding

02/04/2019WRJ02400163. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills if home educa-
tion will be funded in the case of a person (details supplied); and the process by which funding 
can be obtained. [14927/19]

02/04/2019WRJ02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The purpose of my Depart-
ment’s Home Tuition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a compen-
satory educational service for students, enrolled in schools, with significant medical condi-
tions which has caused, and is likely to continue to cause, major disruption to their attendance 
at school for a number of reasons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school. 

In exceptional cases my Department will consider home tuition applications on behalf 
of students with diagnoses of school phobia and/or associated depression/anxiety which has 
caused, and is likely to continue to cause, major disruption to their attendance at school. This 
exception will only apply where a continued absence from school is required to facilitate ap-
propriate medical or therapeutic intervention with a view to the re-integration of the student in 
their school. It is Department policy that Home Tuition cannot be provided as an alternative to 
school attendance.

Eligibility in exceptional cases is assessed having regard to, although not limited to, the fol-
lowing criteria:

- The student’s attendance levels during the previous school year.
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- Psychologist’s/psychiatrist’s  report which should

1. Clearly confirm a diagnosis  of school phobia and/or associated depression/anxiety. 

2. Provide details of medical or therapeutic intervention   plans in place with a view to rein-
tegrate the student back into his/her school.

- Details of engagement with the relevant support agencies (e.g. School, National Educa-
tional Psychological Service (NEPS), Education Welfare Officer (EWO), Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services (CAMHS), TUSLA (Child and Family Agency), HSE, NCSE).  

More detailed information including the Home Tuition Grant Scheme circular and applica-
tion forms are available on the Departments website at http://www.education.ie/en/Parents/
Services/Home-Tuition/   

The Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency is the statutory 
agency that can offer assistance where a child is out of school. The local service is delivered 
through the national network of Educational Welfare Officers (EWO). Contact details are avail-
able at http://www.tusla.ie/get-in-touch/education-and-welfare     

Parents of children who are out of school should contact their local Educational Welfare 
Officer.

My Department has not received an application in respect of the child referred to by the 
Deputy. It is suggested that the parents in this particular case get in touch with the local Educa-
tional Welfare Officer.

02/04/2019WRJ02600School Accommodation Provision

02/04/2019WRJ02700164. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to provide funding for a school (details supplied) in County Donegal; if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that this school is depending on a prefabricated building which is in 
excess of 12 years old and is no longer fit for purpose notwithstanding safety concerns regard-
ing the prefab; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that the school has previously 
applied for funding for an additional room but was refused; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14950/19]

02/04/2019WRJ02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has submitted an application, to my Department, for capital funding 
under the ‘Additional School Accommodation Scheme’. 

The application is currently under assessment, as soon as this process has been completed 
my Department will be in direct contact with the school authority concerned.

02/04/2019WRJ02900School Staff

02/04/2019WRJ03000165. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the number 
of teachers in a school (details supplied) can be reassessed. [14987/19]

02/04/2019WRJ03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor for 
determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
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schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. Details of the appeal process 
and application form are available in Circular 0019/2019, “Staffing Arrangements in Primary 
Schools for the 2019/20 School Year”, which is published on the Department website.

My Department has received a staffing appeal from the school referred to by the Deputy for 
consideration by the Appeals Board.  The Primary Staffing Appeals Board will meet to review 
appeals for the 2019/20 school year in the coming weeks and the school will be notified of the 
outcome of the appeal.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

02/04/2019WRJ03200Teaching Council of Ireland

02/04/2019WRJ03300166. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to work collaboratively with the Teaching Council to review the current national third-level 
teacher training curriculum to improve the level of training for teachers at third-level in order 
that all qualified teachers feel competent and are sufficiently supported in teaching children 
with additional needs in mainstream settings, in particular those on the autism spectrum; and his 
plans to create new pathways for special needs assistants that would like to upskill to the level 
of special education teachers. [15059/19]

02/04/2019WRJ03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Teaching Council is the 
body with statutory responsibility for the regulation of the teaching profession including the 
registration of teachers in Ireland.

The Teaching Council’s (Registration) Regulations 2016 set out the requirements to be reg-
istered as a teacher in Ireland. Under these regulations there are four defined routes to regis-
tration, namely Route 1 Primary; Route 2 Post-Primary; Route 3 Further Education; Route 4 
Other. 

My Department has no plans to amend the Teaching Council’s (Registration) Regulations 
2016 to include a special education teacher category.

Under Section 38 of the Teaching Council Act, all initial teacher education programmes are 
subject to review and accreditation by the Teaching Council, in accordance with the Criteria 
and Guidelines for Programme Providers (published in 2011 and revised in March 2017). In 
accordance with these Criteria and Guidelines, inclusive education is a mandatory component 
for all students in ITE. Inclusive education encompasses education of children with special 
educational needs, including autism. 

The learning outcomes of ITE programmes also reflect the need for the teacher to be able 
to conduct a systematic, holistic assessment of learner needs; to apply knowledge of the indi-
vidual potential of students, their disposition towards learning and their backgrounds, identities 
and learning styles to their teaching; to set clear, challenging and achievable expectations for 
pupils; to evaluate learner progress; to act as an advocate for students, referring students for 
educational support as required and participating in the provision of that support, amongst other 
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relevant outcomes. 

The Teaching Council is currently carrying out a review of the impact of the current pro-
grammes, with a view to amending the Criteria and Guidelines before the next round of ac-
creditation commences in 2020. 

Schools should endeavour to assign experienced teachers to Special Classes with appropri-
ate qualifications and, wherever possible, a background in working with students with special 
educational needs. Schools should also be proactive in meeting the continuing professional 
development needs of their special class teachers, in addition to developing and reviewing their 
whole school polices in relation to the education and inclusion of students with special educa-
tional needs.

A recently published report from the National Council for Special Education on Initial 
Teacher Education for Inclusion: Phase 1 and 2 (NCSE Research Report No. 26), found that 
there is in general much good practice related to inclusive education in ITE, particularly in rela-
tion to the fostering of positive attitudes to inclusion, while also noting scope for further align-
ment between theory and practice, in particular as between student placement and the university 
experience. These findings will be considered by the Teaching Council in the course of its work.

The NCSE Support Service delivers a range of professional development initiatives and 
support for teachers working with students with special educational needs in special classes. 
Schools planning to open special class provision should contact the NCSE Support Service as 
soon as they receive their letter of sanction in order to facilitate planning for training of teach-
ers. The NCSE Support Service can be contacted at: www.ncse.ie. 

In addition to the above, the Department provides funding support for teachers to expand 
their capacity through courses at the Middletown Centre for Autism and through funded post-
graduate provision at a number of higher education institutions for teachers involved in Learn-
ing Support & Special Education.

02/04/2019WRJ03500Traveller Education

02/04/2019WRJ03600167. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the practice of reduced timetables affecting some Traveller students; and the 
actions he plans to eliminate this problem. [15060/19]

02/04/2019WRJ03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the position of my Department is that all pupils who are enrolled in a school should attend 
school for the full day, unless exempted from doing so for exceptional circumstances, such as 
medical reasons.

Reduced timetables should not be used as a behavioural management technique, or as a de 
facto suspension or expulsion. 

Where schools apply a shorter school day in relation to a child, such arrangements should 
only be put in place in exceptional circumstances in order to assist a pupil to return to a school, 
where a pupil has been experiencing an absence due to a medical or behavioural related condi-
tion. 

Any such arrangement should be a transitionary arrangement, which is designed to assist the 
reintegration of a pupil to a school environment.
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In making any such arrangements, school authorities should be mindful of the best interests 
of the child and of the child’s right to a full day in school. Schools should seek the advice of the 
National Educational Psychology Service before implementing such arrangements.

Finally, I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department is engaging with the Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs and TUSLA Educational Welfare Service on the matter of reduced 
timetables, with a view to examining options which can be taken to address the issues raised.

02/04/2019WRJ03800Traveller Education

02/04/2019WRJ03900168. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to re-
verse the 2011 cuts to Traveller education supports. [15072/19]

02/04/2019WRJ04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department recognises 
the importance of inclusive education and is supportive of actions that will ensure that the 
school setting is a more welcoming environment for all, including Travellers. In keeping with 
this principle, additional resources provided in the education system are allocated on the basis 
of identified individual educational need.   

A key objective of Traveller education policy in recent years has been the phasing out of 
segregated Traveller provision and the inclusion of Traveller children and young people in 
mainstream education.  Funding for segregated Traveller provision has been incorporated into 
overall school and other funding streams in order to provide supports for Traveller pupils in 
mainstream schools. Such supports include:

- Investment of some €125 million in my Department’s DEIS Plan for educational inclusion. 
The DEIS programme provides for smaller class sizes and other supports including additional 
teaching posts, Home School Community Liaison Coordinators, DEIS grants, enhanced book 
grants, curriculum supports, priority access to Continuing Professional Development and the 
School Excellence Fund for DEIS. Up until 2011 Traveller pupils attending a DEIS school, but 
who were supported by an Resource Teacher for Travellers (RTT), were not counted as part 
of the valid enrolment for the implementation of the enhanced pupil teacher ratios. When the 
Traveller pupils were no longer supported by RTTs, the compensatory measure proposed for 
DEIS schools was to apply the DEIS Band 1 pupil teacher ratios to include Traveller pupils, for 
the purposes of determining the level of mainstream teaching staff in the relevant DEIS schools. 
There were 81 alleviation posts as a result.

- New Model for allocating special education teaching resources to schools which includes 
a baseline component provided to every mainstream school to support inclusion, prevention of 
learning difficulties and early intervention.

- Since the end of 2018 there were 15,000 Special Needs Assistants directly supporting 
34,670 children and Budget 2019 made provision for an additional 950 SNA posts, which will 
bring the total allowable Whole Time Equivalent SNA posts at 31 December 2019 to 15,950.

- National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) who work with both primary

- and post-primary schools and are concerned with learning, behaviour, social and

- emotional development. Since 2011, sanctioned NEPS psychologist numbers have grown 
from 173 Whole time equivalents (WTE) to 194 WTEs with a further 10 psychologist posts 
provided for under Budget 2019 for the 2019/20 school year. Currently NEPS psychologist 
numbers stand at 183 Whole Time Equivalent staff. 
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In addition all children including traveller children are supported by the integrated Educa-
tional Welfare Service of Tusla. The Department of Education and Skills works closely with 
TUSLA Educational and Welfare service in relation to attendance in schools.

Over and above the supports outlined above provided within the mainstream system, a num-
ber of Traveller-specific supports remain in place within the education system:-

- In  addition to the 81 posts allocated to DEIS schools following the inclusion of Travel-
ler pupils as outlined above, 60 posts were allocated as alleviation posts to other schools with 
a large number of Traveller pupils supported by what were previously Resource Teachers for 
Travellers. 

- Enhanced primary level pupil capitation for Traveller pupils at a rate of €70 per pupil at a 
cost of €547,960 in 2018.

- Enhanced post-primary level pupil capitation for Traveller pupils at a rate of €201 per pu-
pil at a cost of €585,714 in 2018. 

- My Department is also one of the key partners in a cross-departmental Pilot initiative be-
ing developed under the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy, to support Traveller 
and Roma attendance, participation and retention. Additional supports have been provided to 
support this pilot project in the form of Home School Community Liaison Officers funded by 
my Department, in addition to Traveller Education Workers funded by the Department of Jus-
tice and Equality and Educational Welfare Officers employed by TUSLA.

02/04/2019WRJ04100Traveller Education

02/04/2019WRJ04200169. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
participation and retention rates of Travellers in the education system have worsened compared 
to members of the settled community. [15073/19]

02/04/2019WRJ04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Census 2016 revealed there is 
a significant gap between educational attainment of Travellers and that of the general popula-
tion.  However, it is encouraging to note that in 2016, 167 Travellers held a third-level qualifica-
tion, almost double the 2011 figure of 89. 

In 2015 when the National Access Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education was pub-
lished 35 Traveller students were participating in Higher Level. The March 2019 figure for 
current Traveller participation in Higher Level is 61, representing very significant progress in 
this area.   

We need to continue to build on the progress achieved thus far until the educational attain-
ment of Traveller students has reached parity with the general population.

This Government is committed to implementing initiatives to improve Traveller attendance, 
retention, participation and attainment in the education system. 

This is reflected in a number of key policies and initiatives, including:-

- The National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy (NTRIS), 

- DEIS Plan 2017, the national plan for educational inclusion

- The National Access Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education (NAP), to ensure that 
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the student body entering, participating in and completing higher education at all levels reflects 
the diversity and social mix of Ireland’s population.

- Literacy and Numeracy and Learning for Life, the national strategy to improve literacy and 
numeracy standards in children and young people in the education system.

02/04/2019WRJ04400Traveller Education

02/04/2019WRJ04500170. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if data is available 
on the level of participation of members of the Travelling community in primary education; and 
the rate of participation in this regard. [15074/19]

02/04/2019WRJ04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Information on ethnic or cul-
tural background, including Traveller ethnicity, is collected on the Primary Online Database 
(POD). As ethnicity is considered special category data under GDPR, it is collected on a con-
sent-based basis.

In the 2016 Census of Ireland there were 8,142 members of the Traveller community re-
corded as being of potential primary school age (between 4 and 13)

In the 2015/2016 academic year, the year best suited for comparison, there were 8,207 mem-
bers of the Traveller community enrolled in mainstream primary schools in September 2015.

This suggests near-universal participation by members of the Traveller community in pri-
mary education, although an exact rate of participation cannot be established due to the school 
enrolment figures being collected in September 2015 and the census being taken in April 2016.

02/04/2019WRJ04700Anti-Racism Measures

02/04/2019WRJ04800171. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if anti-racism train-
ing is compulsory for teacher training and continuing professional development. [15075/19]

02/04/2019WRJ04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under Section 38 of the 
Teaching Council Act, all initial teacher education programmes are subject to review and ac-
creditation by the Teaching Council, for registration purposes. The Teaching Council’s Criteria 
and Guidelines for Programme Providers (published in 2011 and revised in March 2017) is an 
important document that must be observed by all providers of initial teacher education in order 
that their programmes are recognised for the purposes of teacher registration. These Criteria 
and Guidelines state that inclusive education (including Multiculturalism, Disadvantage and 
Special Education) is a mandatory area of study for all student teachers who are undertaking 
programmes of initial teacher education at primary and post primary levels in Ireland.

The Criteria and Guidelines also set out learning outcomes for graduates of programmes 
of initial teacher education. The graduate teacher is also required to demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of the factors that promote and hinder learning, the impact of pupils’ back-
grounds and identities on learning and the need to provide for the holistic development of 
the learner, particularly through differentiated approaches. A further learning outcome for the 
graduate teacher is to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of cross-curricular links and 
themes including citizenship; creativity; inclusion and diversity; as appropriate to the sector and 
stage of education, and how these are related to life experiences.

 The Teaching Council is currently reviewing the impact of the current programmes of ini-
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tial teacher education, through a comprehensive consultation process, with a view to amending 
the Criteria and Guidelines before the next round of accreditation in 2020. 

Across the state-funded Higher Education Institutions, there are also projects that would 
help prepare teachers to combat racism and xenophobia, through fostering global citizenship 
and intercultural education.   

While continuing professional development is not compulsory, the Professional Develop-
ment Service for Teachers (PDST) provide access to support for teachers in anti-bullying which 
cover topics related to anti-racism as part of the SPHE curriculum.   Contextualised school sup-
port  in this area of SPHE is also available from PDST on application.

02/04/2019WRJ05000Traveller Education

02/04/2019WRJ05100172. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
Traveller education strategy. [15076/19]

02/04/2019WRJ05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Report and Recommenda-
tions for a Traveller Education Strategy (TES) was published by my Department in 2006.  The 
principle of inclusion was at the core of this report. 

Action Number 11 in the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy (NTRIS) com-
mitted to  a review of the “Report and Recommendations for the Traveller Education Strat-
egy”. This review is currently underway. My officials have provided updates on the status of 
the review to the Traveller Representative organisations via the NTRIS Plenary Group and the 
NTRIS Education sub-group.

02/04/2019WRJ05300Traveller Education

02/04/2019WRJ05400173. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of his 
engagement with Traveller organisations. [15077/19]

02/04/2019WRJ05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has signifi-
cant engagement with National Traveller organisations in the context of the National Traveller 
and Roma Inclusion Strategy (NTRIS) to advance initiatives to improve educational outcomes 
for Traveller students.  Officials from my Department attend at the NTRIS Plenary Steering 
Group meetings in addition to the NTRIS Education subgroup which meet regularly throughout 
the year. 

In addition to the above, as part of NTRIS, officials from my Department together with of-
ficials from TUSLA, DCYA and the Department of Justice and Equality, have been engaging 
with Traveller representative groups to establish a Pilot project aimed at improving educational 
outcomes for Travellers and Roma students.  There has been significant engagement over recent 
months on this project.

In the area of Higher Education, the National Access Plan for Equity of Access to Higher 
Education aims to ensure that the student body entering, participating in and completing higher 
education at all levels reflects the diversity and social mix of Ireland’s population.  Strand 3 of 
the Programme for Access to Higher Education (PATH) fund supports a range of new initiatives 
to encourage disadvantaged groups, including Travellers to participate in third level education 
over the next three years. These initiatives include mentoring and peer support measures. Fund-
ing of €2.5 million per annum is available for PATH Strand 3 for three years. 
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PATH Strand 2 provides €6m to be invested in “The 1916 Bursaries Fund” over three years 
for the most socio economically disadvantaged students from under-represented target groups 
including Travellers.  A steering group of the National Access Plan was set up to monitor prog-
ress and provide advice on specific aspects of the Plan.  Pavee Point is represented on this 
group.

A PATH seminar was held in November 2018 and this included  representatives from the 
Traveller Groups. There was also strong representation from Traveller groups at the recent Na-
tional Access Forum held by the Department of Education and Skills on 14 March 2019. The 
Traveller perspective and voice featured prominently in the Forum’s discussions on the ongoing 
implementation of the National Access Plan.

In summary, in the past 6 months sixteen meetings have been held involving representa-
tives from my Department with Traveller Representative groups and a list of these meetings 
is attached. This list excludes engagement by other bodies and agencies under my remit. For 
example,  the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment has also engaged with Travel-
ler representatives in the context of an audit of Traveller History and Culture in the curriculum.   

Department of Education and Skills Engagement with Traveller Representative 
Groups 1st September 2018 to 29th March 2019.

 Date of Engagement Details of Engagement Traveller Organisations Involved 
17th September 2018 NTRIS Education Sub Com-

mittee 
Pavee Point Western Traveller 
and Intercultural Development 
Centre Tuam National Traveller 
Women’s Forum Involve Irish 
Traveller Movement 

26th September 2018 Steering Group National Ac-
cess Plan 

Pavee Point 

2nd October 2018 NTRIS Plenary Group Irish Traveller Movement Parish 
of the Travelling People Pavee 
Point Involve Bray Travellers 
Minceirs Whiden National Trav-
eller Women’s Forum 

5th November 2018 NTRIS Pilot Oversight 
Group Meeting 

Pavee Point Western Traveller 
and Intercultural Development 
Centre Tuam National Traveller 
Women’s Forum Involve Irish 
Traveller Movement 

3rd December 2018 NTRIS Pilot Oversight 
Group Meeting 

Western Traveller and Intercul-
tural Development Centre Tuam 
National Traveller Women’s 
Forum 

18th December 2018 NTRIS Education Sub Com-
mittee 

Pavee Point Western Traveller 
and Intercultural Development 
Centre Tuam National Traveller 
Women’s Forum Involve Irish 
Traveller Movement 



Questions - Written Answers

88

 Date of Engagement Details of Engagement Traveller Organisations Involved 
10th January 2019 NTRIS Pilot Oversight 

Group Meeting 
National Travellers Women’s 
Forum Western Traveller and 
Intercultural Development Centre 
Tuam 

14th January 2019 NTRIS Pilot Oversight 
Group Meeting 

National Travellers Women’s 
Forum Western Traveller and In-
tercultural Development Centre, 
Tuam, 

16th January 2019 NTRIS Plenary Group Pavee Point National Traveller 
Women’s Forum Irish Traveller 
Movement Parish of the Travel-
ling People Minceirs Whiden 

 Date of Engagement Details of Engagement Traveller Organisations Involved 
21st January 2019 NTRIS Education Sub Com-

mittee 
Pavee Point Traveller and In-
tercultural Development Cen-
tre, Tuam National Travellers 
Women’s Forum Irish Traveller 
Movement Parish of the Travel-
ling People 

24th January 2019 Steering Group National Ac-
cess Plan 

Pavee Point 

5th February 2019 NTRIS Pilot Oversight 
Group Meeting 

National Travellers Women’s 
Forum Irish Traveller Movement 

20th February 2019 Pavee Point Workshop on 
NTRIS Pilot 

Pavee Point Traveller and In-
tercultural Development Cen-
tre, Tuam National Travellers 
Women’s Forum Irish Traveller 
Movement Travact Wexford 
Traveller Mental Health Group 

22nd February 2019 Meeting in relation to Trav-
eller Education Issues 

Pavee Point 

4th March 2019 NTRIS Pilot Oversight 
Group Meeting 

Pavee Point Traveller and In-
tercultural Development Cen-
tre, Tuam National Travellers 
Women’s Forum Irish Traveller 
Movement 

28th March 2019 NTRIS Education Sub Com-
mittee 

Pavee Point Traveller and In-
tercultural Development Cen-
tre, Tuam National Travellers 
Women’s Forum Irish Traveller 
Movement Parish of the Travel-
ling People 

02/04/2019WRJ05600Traveller Education

02/04/2019WRJ05700174. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the efforts being 
made to encourage Travellers to become teachers. [15078/19]
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02/04/2019WRJ05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Access Plan for 
Equity of Access to Higher Education 2015-2019 (NAP) was launched in December 2015, 
and aims to ensure that the student body entering, participating in and completing higher educa-
tion at all levels reflects the diversity and social mix of Ireland’s population. Irish Travellers are 
identified as a target group within the Plan.

To support the implementation of the National Access Plan, the Department of Education 
and Skills (DES) established the Programme for Access to Higher Education (PATH) fund in 
2016.  Through PATH a total investment of €16.2 million is available over the three years com-
mencing 2017 including initiatives to support greater levels of access and participation by the 
target groups in higher education, including Irish Travellers.

€2.7 million was allocated for new initiatives to widen access to initial teacher education 
under Strand 1 of the Programme for Access to Higher Education (PATH). This programme will 
result in more than 120 new teachers coming through the system from disadvantaged groups 
which traditionally have been under-represented in teaching, including those from the Travel-
ling community.

The Minister’s objective is to increase the number of students from the Travelling Commu-
nity along with underrepresented groups entering initial teacher education.

02/04/2019WRK00200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

02/04/2019WRK00300175. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his 
attention has been drawn to the lack of autism spectrum disorder, ASD, services in an area (de-
tails supplied) notwithstanding the best efforts of the service providers; the current provision of 
services in the area; and his plans to rectify this matter. [15129/19]

02/04/2019WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I understand that the Deputy 
has clarified that he is referring to the provision of ASD special classes in the Cork area.

Individual school boards of management are responsible for the establishment of special 
classes.  It is open to any school in the area to make application to the National Council for 
Special education (NCSE) to establish a class.

The National Council for Special Education, an independent agency of my Department, is 
responsible for planning, coordinating and advising on education provision for children with 
special educational needs. The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater 
for all children who have been identified as needing special class placements. 

The NCSE’s team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise parents whose children have special needs and identify available place-
ments. They also support and advise schools in this area. Parents who are experiencing difficul-
ties in locating a special class placement, should contact their local SENO. 

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the current 
and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned. In 
this regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to 
finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability. 

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.
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From time to time, the NCSE identifies local areas where additional special class provision 
is required. In those circumstances, Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) work with 
the schools and families concerned to resolve the issues involved. This process is ongoing and 
the NCSE are actively engaging with schools in Cork in relation to establishing ASD classes 
where there is an identified need for the 2019/2020 school year.

160 new special classes have been opened for the 2018/19 school year, which means there 
are now 1,459 special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011. 

There are currently 246 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Cork City and 
County. Of these, 28 are ASD early intervention classes, 119 are primary ASD classes and 54 
are post primary ASD classes. Details of all special classes for children with special educational 
needs are available on www.ncse.ie. 

My Department is aware that the establishment of special provision in some schools and 
communities can be challenging.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 will assist in addressing this issue in areas 
where the NCSE is of the opinion that there is insufficient education provision for children with 
special educational needs. 

Section 8 of the Act provides the Minister with a power, after a process of consultation with 
the NCSE, the board of management and the patron of the school, to compel a school to make 
additional provision for the education of children with special educational needs.

02/04/2019WRK00500DEIS Status

02/04/2019WRK00600176. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education and Skills if con-
sideration has been given in the past three years to the designation of primary schools as DEIS 
band 2; and if consideration is being given to this at present. [15130/19]

02/04/2019WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, my 
Department has introduced an objective, statistics based model for assessing which schools 
merit inclusion in the DEIS Programme, so that all stakeholders can have confidence that we are 
targeting extra resources at those schools with the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage. 
This new model involves a  calculation of the level of disadvantage in each school,  based on 
the socio-economic background of their pupil cohort using centrally held data as previously 
outlined and is based on the geographical CSO Small Areas where  the pupil cohort resides. A 
detailed document explaining the methodology used in the Identification process under DEIS 
plan 2017 is available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/
Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/DEIS-Identification-Process.
pdf.

Following an initial application of this new methodology, 79 new schools, including 66 
primary schools, were brought into the DEIS programme in 2017 with a further 30 primary 
schools being upgraded from Band 2 to Band 1 status.  These schools were assessed as having 
the highest levels of concentrated disadvantage.   

DEIS Plan 2017 states that the improved data on the socio-demographic of schools resulting 
from the new identification model will have an impact not only on the assessment of schools 
for inclusion in the programme but also on the scaling of resources to allow for more graduated 
levels of support.  This is turn allows for the ultimate objective of allocating resources to best 
meet the identified need of individual schools.
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Further analysis is currently being undertaken to examine other variables known to be strong 
predictors of educational disadvantage in the context of resource allocation.  An analysis is also 
underway on the quality of the address data of individual schools.  Until the further analysis is 
complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any further schools.

02/04/2019WRK00800School Patronage

02/04/2019WRK00900177. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the stage of the 
plans for a new Educate Together school for Killarney, County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15133/19]

02/04/2019WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department is implementing new plans aimed at accelerating the provision of multi-de-
nominational and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of 
parents, families and school communities and the Programme for Government commitment to 
reach 400 such schools by 2030. 

The previous model of patronage divestment yielded only a very limited number of schools 
for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (11 since 2013, with a twelfth school, Westport 
ETNS, due to be established under this process for September 2019).  I believe that the new 
Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity process has the potential to significantly increase patron 
diversity in our school system.  

 While the Schools Reconfiguration process is being advanced, my Department is continu-
ing to work with the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in areas already identi-
fied, including Killarney. 

 To date, it has not been possible to secure a school property to facilitate a new school being 
established in Killarney. However, my Department will continue its efforts in relation to iden-
tifying a suitable solution under the patronage divesting process, which would facilitate a new 
Educate Together school being established to serve the Killarney area.

02/04/2019WRK01100Teachers’ Remuneration

02/04/2019WRK01200178. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a teacher 
(details supplied) will be put on a pay grade appropriate to their experience and qualifications; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15140/19]

02/04/2019WRK01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The position is that the recruit-
ment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school au-
thority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24 of the Education Act 1998 (as amended 
by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012). 

Circular Letter 0031/2011, issued by my Department, states that each employer shall ensure 
that a person proposed for appointment to a teaching post for which salary grant is being sought 
must be registered with the Teaching Council and have qualifications appropriate to the sector 
and suitable to the post for which he/she is to be employed.

The teacher, referred to by the Deputy, is secondary trained and registered under Route 2 
post primary with the Teaching Council. The teacher is therefore not qualified to teach in the 
primary sector and in accordance with Circular Letter 0031/2011 is not eligible to be paid the 
qualified rate of pay for that sector.  
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02/04/2019WRK01400Technological Universities Status

02/04/2019WRK01500179. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date position 
regarding a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15142/19]

02/04/2019WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is a matter for the relevant 
Institutes of Technology in a technological university (TU) development consortium to lead on 
the progression of their plans to seek designation as a TU under the Technological Universities 
Act 2018. 

In relation to the Technological University for South East Ireland (TUSEI) consortium com-
prising Waterford Institute of Technology and the Institute of Technology Carlow, both insti-
tutes are committed to achieving TU status. 

The Department understands that the TUSEI consortium is working towards the submission 
of an application for TU designation under the 2018 Act later this year.

02/04/2019WRK01700Special Educational Needs Data

02/04/2019WRK01800180. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of chil-
dren with an autism diagnosis that require school placement in preschool settings, mainstream 
primary schools, ASD units or second-level schools at a location (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15143/19]

02/04/2019WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 

The NCSE’s policy advice on Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2016) 
noted a national ASD prevalence rate of 1.55% or 1 in every 65 students. 

The greater proportion of children with Autism attend mainstream classes, but some stu-
dents may find it difficult to manage full-time placement there and will require the environment 
of an ASD special class for some or all of their time in school and for a minority of children with 
Special Educational Needs including Autism, placements in a Special School may be required.

The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year, and where special class or special 
school provision is required it is planned and established to meet that need.

The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who 
have been identified as having special educational needs, including those needing special class 
or special school placements.

Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) who are locally based are available to assist 
and advice parents whose children have special needs.  Parents experiencing difficulty in en-
rolling their child in school should contact their local SENO. 

SENOs are also available to assist and advise schools on special education supports and 
planning.

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,459 
across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

There are currently 33 special classes attached to mainstream schools in County Carlow. Of 
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these, 6 are ASD early intervention classes, 13 are primary ASD classes and 11 are post primary 
ASD classes. 

The number of ASD special class placements available in County Carlow has increased 
from 36 in 2011/2012 to 180 in 2018/2019.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available by 
county on the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a particular area I have arranged for the question to be 
forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

02/04/2019WRK02000School Transport Provision

02/04/2019WRK02100181. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills if €54,000 will be 
allocated to provide a critical bus service in Navan, County Meath (details supplied). [15154/19]

02/04/2019WRK02200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually. 

The purpose of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme is, having regard 
to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote 
from their nearest school. In general, children are eligible for school transport where they reside 
not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attending their nearest post-primary school. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application process 
on time will be accommodated under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme 
in the 2019/2020 school year.   

02/04/2019WRK02300School Accommodation Provision

02/04/2019WRK02400182. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
regarding an application for additional accommodation in a school (details supplied) in County 
Cork; if a previous summer works application to change the boundary is being considered; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15184/19]

02/04/2019WRK02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has submitted an application, to my Department, for capital funding 
under the ‘Additional School Accommodation Scheme’. 

The application is currently under assessment, as soon as this process has been completed 
my Department will be in direct contact with the school authority concerned.

I can also confirm that the school in question has a Category 10 application under the 
2016/17 Summer Works Scheme.  With regard to the remaining applications under Category 
10, which relate to external works such as upgrading and resurfacing of playgrounds and car 
parking, these applications require more detailed analysis. It is intended to undertake this analy-
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sis shortly.  

02/04/2019WRK02600School Staff

02/04/2019WRK02700183. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that no transition year co-ordinator is in place at a school (details 
supplied). [15198/19]

02/04/2019WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A post of Programme Co-or-
dinator is available to all second-level schools offering one or more of the following programs: 
Transition Year, Junior Cycle Schools Program, Leaving Certificate Vocational Program, Leav-
ing Certificate Applied Program as outlined in Circular 3/2018 which is available on my De-
partment’s website. 

St. Ciaran’s Community School have an entitlement to a  Programme Co-ordinator post at 
Assistant Principal I level.  

The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts and Posts of Responsibil-
ity  is a matter for the individual school authority, subject to agreed procedures. The deploy-
ment of teaching staff in the school is in the first instance a matter for the school management 
authorities.

02/04/2019WRK02900National Training Fund

02/04/2019WRK03000184. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projected 
size of the national training fund from 2019 to 2024; and the projected size of the fund if it was 
maintained at its current rate of contribution of 0.7 %, in tabular form.  [15256/19]

02/04/2019WRK03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
As part of Budget 2018, the NTF levy was increased by 0.1 per cent in 2018 from 0.7 per cent to 
0.8 per cent – providing over €47m (net) of additional investment in the Higher and Further and 
Training Education Sectors.  On foot of decisions taken in Budget 2019, the levy increased to 
0.9 per cent in 2019 providing €69 million (net) of additional investment in higher and further 
education and training bringing the total expenditure allocation from the NTF to €486 million 
in 2019. A further increase to 1.0 per cent in 2020 was announced in Budget 2019.  There is no 
further increase in the levy planned beyond the 1.0 percent in 2020 and, therefore, no further 
increases due to levy changes are projected. 

Decisions taken as part of Budget 2019 will also see the creation of a new ring-fenced fund-
ing line, the Human Capital Initiative, to be established within the National Training Fund to 
draw down €60 million per annum from the accumulated surplus, over the 5 year period 2020- 
2024.

The following table sets out the annual forecasts for National Training Fund (NTF) levy 
receipts for 2019 to 2021, based on different levy rates.  These forecasts were provided by the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection and are based on macroeconomic 
employment and wage projections. Forecasts beyond 2021 are not available.   

The net additional expenditure available from increases in the levy would be lower than the 
gross revenue yield as the calculation of such increases must take account of the increased costs 
which arise for public sector employers.  The expenditure ceiling for the National Training 
Fund is set as part of the Estimates process, having regard to the Government’s overall budget-
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ary and fiscal stance, and so the amount available for expenditure in any given year may vary 
from the forecast income.

 - 2019 2020 2021 
Income generated from 
0.8% levy 

€589.2m €620.1m €650.3m 

Income generated from 
increase to 0.9% levy from 
2019 

€662.1m €703m €737m 

Income generated from 
increase to 0.9% levy from 
2019 & 1% from 2020

€662.1m €780.5m €824.9m

02/04/2019WRK03200School Staff

02/04/2019WRK03300185. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
address a matter regarding an additional teacher for a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15257/19]

02/04/2019WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts is published annually on the Department website. The key factor for 
determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing 
schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. 

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally irrespective of location. 

The staffing schedule also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board. Details of the appeal process 
and application form are available in Circular 0019/2019, “Staffing Arrangements in Primary 
Schools for the 2019/20 School Year”, which is published on the Department website.

My Department has received a staffing appeal from the school referred to by the Deputy for 
consideration by the Appeals Board under the Small Schools criteria.  The Primary Staffing Ap-
peals Board will meet to review appeals for the 2019/20 school year in the coming weeks and 
the school will be notified of the outcome of the appeal.

The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its deci-
sion is final.

02/04/2019WRK03500School Textbooks

02/04/2019WRK03600186. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the use 
of workbooks in primary school and the high cost associated with purchasing numerous revised 
additions. [15258/19]

02/04/2019WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department published 
Circular 0032/2017 - Measures to be adopted by schools to reduce the cost of school uniforms 
and other costs - in April 2017. One of the measures under the “Principles of cost-effective 
practice” which are to be adopted is that school authorities, ‘phase out the use of workbooks 
which cannot be reused’.  My officials have engaged with the Irish Education Publishers’ As-
sociation (IEPA) to consider how best to ensure the provisions of the circular can best be imple-
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mented.  It is acknowledged that use of workbooks can be beneficial in supporting the develop-
ment of rudimentary skills, such as, fine motor skills, pre-writing and letter formation skills and 
phonological awareness skills.

In relation to revised editions of textbooks, members of the Irish Educational Publishers’ 
Association subscribe to a Code of Practice which includes an agreement that publishers will 
not revise any texts within at least four years - unless there is a change in the curriculum, the 
state examination or methods of assessment, or if there is a recognised teacher-led demand to 
do so.

02/04/2019WRK03800School Placement

02/04/2019WRK03900187. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person (de-
tails supplied) will be accepted as a pupil at a school. [15260/19]

02/04/2019WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 
The Council ensures that special schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children 
who have been identified as needing special school placements. However, occasionally this 
may result in some pupils not getting a place in the school of their first choice.

The NCSE’s team of locally based Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are avail-
able to assist and advise parents whose children have special needs and identify available place-
ments. They also support and advise schools in this area. Parents who are experiencing difficul-
ties in locating a special school placement, should contact their local SENO.

Special school placements are provided for students with ASD and very complex special 
needs who wouldn’t manage in a mainstream school even for part of the week. Enrolment of a 
child in a special school is based on a professional recommendation for a special school place-
ment in consultation with the NCSE.  

Special schools are staffed based on their actual current pupil profiles and the disability cat-
egory of each pupil, as opposed to primarily by school designation. School staffing levels are 
reviewed and updated each year by the NCSE.

The NCSE has informed my Department that there are currently sufficient special school 
placements available in Westmeath for those students that require this level of support. 

A major project is currently under construction in the school referred to by the Deputy 
with a proposed handover date of November 2019. The new school project will deliver a new 
2-storey 6-classroom base Special Needs School including a General Purpose Hall, all staff and 
pupil facilities, allowing for the school to accommodate an additional class for students with 
complex needs, should it be required in future years

My Department consulted with the NCSE when planning the new school build for this 
school. The NCSE is satisfied that the additional accommodation this project will deliver will 
meet future potential need for such placements. 

If the family of the child in this case require further support, they should contact their local 
SENO.
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02/04/2019WRK04100State Examinations Appeals

02/04/2019WRK04200188. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the leaving certifi-
cate appeals system can be reviewed with a view to facilitating the appeal scripts going back to 
the local schools for the second viewing session; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15262/19]

02/04/2019WRK04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

02/04/2019WRK04400School Enrolments

02/04/2019WRK04500189. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the pressure on school places for primary school students in the Swords area; 
if consideration has been given to the addition of extra capacity for a school (details supplied) 
to alleviate this pressure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15279/19]

02/04/2019WRK04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will 
be aware, two new Primary schools will be established to provide additional school capacity in 
the Swords area in North County Dublin. These schools will open in September 2019 in suitable 
interim accommodation. 

In relation to school admissions, parents can choose which school to apply to and where 
the school has places available, the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there 
are more applicants than places available, a selection process may be necessary. This selection 
process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining 
a place in the school of their first choice. The Deputy will note however that the selection pro-
cess procedures and enrolment policy are the responsibility of the individual school authorities.

My Department has no record of receiving a current application, for capital funding, for the 
provision of additional accommodation at the school in question. 

02/04/2019WRK04700Student Grant Scheme Applications

02/04/2019WRK04800190. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be an 
additional income disregard for a family in receipt of a SUSI grant (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15294/19]

02/04/2019WRK04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the Student 
Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students attending an approved course in an ap-
proved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to 
nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means.

The assessment of means under the student grant scheme is based on gross income from all 
sources, with certain social welfare and health service executive payments being exempt.

The means test arrangements of the Student Grant Scheme are applied nationally on the 
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same basis to both employed and self-employed applicants. Gross income, before the deduction 
of income tax or the universal social charge is assessed, with certain specified social welfare 
and health service executive payments excluded. 

The Student Grant Scheme provides for different levels of income thresholds where families 
have:

(i) less than 4 dependent children;

(ii) between 4 and 7 dependent children; and 

(iii) 8 or more dependent children. 

Furthermore, in recognition of the additional cost to families where more than one person is 
attending college, income thresholds may also be increased by up to €4,830 for each additional 
family member attending college at the same time. In this way, the Student Grant Scheme is 
responsive to the individual circumstances of particular families   

The assessment of means and decisions regarding grant eligibility are matters for the award-
ing authority (SUSI) to determine, upon receipt of an application for support. As such, it is not 
possible to definitively state what prospective applicants may be entitled to. However, the SUSI 
website contains an eligibility reckoner which may be of assistance to prospective students. 
This can accessed at: https://susi.ie/eligibility-reckoner-app-irish/index.html. 

02/04/2019WRK05000School Accommodation

02/04/2019WRK05100191. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when clearance 
to issue a revised version of a grant letter will be provided in respect of a school (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15297/19]

02/04/2019WRK05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can inform the Deputy that 
approval has been given for an Additional Accommodation project for the school to which he 
refers. A letter confirming same is being finalised and will be issued very shortly in that respect.

02/04/2019WRK05300Education Data

02/04/2019WRK05400192. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
statement by the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection at a recent meeting 
that social welfare data cannot be relied upon for accuracy by the Department of Education and 
Skills in its forward planning. [15307/19]

02/04/2019WRK05500193. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has previ-
ously been advised by the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection that the data 
of her Department cannot be relied upon for forward planning purposes. [15308/19]

02/04/2019WRK05600196. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent of 
information sharing between his Department and the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection. [15320/19]

02/04/2019WRK05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 192, 193 and 196 together. 

In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Depart-
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ment divides the country into 314 school planning areas.   My Department uses a Geographical 
Information System (GIS) to identify where the pressure for school places across the country 
will arise. The GIS uses data from a range of sources, including the Central Statistics Office, 
Ordnance Survey Ireland, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection and 
my Department’s own databases. With this information, my Department carries out nationwide 
demographic exercises at primary and post-primary level to determine where additional school 
accommodation is needed.

A number of sections in my Department share information with DEASP such as the Forward 
Planning Section (Child Benefit data is utilised for demographic analysis/requirement for new 
schools) and Statistics Section (Single Customer View is utilised to verify PPS numbers for the 
Primary Online Database (POD).

Child Benefit data is one of the sources utilised in the nationwide demographic exercises 
and provides comprehensive information on numbers and locations of children for school plan-
ning purposes. The data is considered to be reliable and accurate at the time at which it is pro-
vided and allows my Department to project likely demand across the 314 school planning areas. 
As the Deputy will appreciate, this data is subject to change for example where families relocate 
between the time the information is supplied and the following year’s provision of updated 
Child Benefit data to my Department. 

The Child Benefit data from DEASP as a source of information for our nationwide demo-
graphic exercises is used in conjunction with other sources of data such as information from 
local authorities on additional residential development in each area. The requirement for new 
schools is being kept under on-going review and in particular will have regard to the impact of 
the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

02/04/2019WRL00200Schools Building Projects Status

02/04/2019WRL00300194. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for a new primary school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15314/19]

02/04/2019WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to confirm to the Depu-
ty that an application for Major Capital Funding has been received from the school in question.  
Applications from schools for major capital works must be considered in the context of the 
demographic challenge facing the education system in the coming years.

It is open to an individual school to apply for accommodation under the ‘Additional School 
Accommodation Scheme’ if the school does not have sufficient capacity to meet school places.  

02/04/2019WRL00500Schools Property

02/04/2019WRL00600195. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of pre-
fabs in each school in Portlaoise, County Laois; the annual cost of each; the cost of the prefabs 
for each school; his plans to replace the prefabs with permanent structures; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15316/19]

02/04/2019WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is only funding the rental of one prefabricated unit in Portlaoise at an an-
nual cost of €18,868. My Department does not hold details on the number of purchased prefab 
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units in schools.

The prefabricated unit being rented is due to be replaced as part of the building project for 
the school which is included on my Department’s 6 Year Construction Programme.

Question No. 196 answered with Question No. 192.

02/04/2019WRL00900School Funding

02/04/2019WRL01000197. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
by a school (details supplied) for emergency funding will be considered; if the case will be 
treated as urgent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15354/19]

02/04/2019WRL01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school to which the Dep-
uty refers applied for funding under my Departments Emergency Works Scheme to carry out 
works to the school building to comply with Part M of the Building Regulations.  The applica-
tion was of a general nature and did not relate to a specific future or currently enroled pupil. It 
was deemed to be outside the scope of the scheme in that respect.  

However, it is open to the school to appeal this decision in respect of the pupil referred to by 
the Deputy. It may submit a letter to that effect containing details of the enrolment of that pupil 
and an Occupational Therapist’s Report on which the works being applied for are based. The 
Emergency Works Circular and Application form are both available on my Departments Web-
site. 

02/04/2019WRL01200Social Media in Education

02/04/2019WRL01300198. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies media or otherwise 
to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or videos on 
behalf of his Departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15387/19]

02/04/2019WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is my Department’s policy 
to conduct procurement in a fair, open and transparent manner that is fully compliant with EU 
procurement Directives and national procurement guidelines.  Most recently, my Department 
worked with Government Information Services (GIS) to develop digital media assets to sup-
port its work in promoting Teaching Transforms, the Teacher Supply campaign. Procurement 
for the development and publication/presentation of these assets was conducted by GIS. The 
Department recently commissioned a video to play at the launch of the Action Plan for Educa-
tion and to run on social media. This video was developed by an external agency, following a 
competitive procurement process. 

02/04/2019WRL01500Social Media in Education

02/04/2019WRL01600199. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which 
his Departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Government of Ireland 
social media messages; the way in which they are coordinated in each of the policy areas of his 
Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15404/19]
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02/04/2019WRL01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department of Educa-
tion and Skills uses its twitter account to amplify its messages relating to education policy. In 
the main these messages relate to press releases but also cover new information or campaigns 
relevant to its agencies or bodies that have an education message. In addition the Department 
retweets or refers to messages that are complementary to a whole of Government approach on 
relevant issues. The Department liaises with other Departments where necessary in this respect. 

02/04/2019WRL01800Education and Training Boards Staff

02/04/2019WRL01900200. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
allocation for employing ancillary staff in ETB schools such as administration staff and care-
taking staff is the same irrespective of the size of the school; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15426/19]

02/04/2019WRL02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Each Educational Training 
Board (ETB) receive a administration and maintenance staffing allocation from my Department 
to support individual ETB schools, colleges, head office and other centres of education. It is the 
responsibility of each ETB to recruit and manage staffing levels within this allocation. 

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that for ETB schools with enrolments in excess of 700 
pupils I have recently increased the funding available for administrative posts from 1 WTE to 2 
WTE with immediate effect. There are 54 ETB schools who have enrolments in excess of 700 
pupils. Of these 32 ETB schools will see their administrative supports increase to 2 WTEs - the 
remaining schools already have a minimum of 2 WTEs. These schools also have funding for 1 
WTE Caretaking post.

However, it should be noted that while my Department allocates non-teaching staffing sup-
ports in accordance with the criteria outlined above, it is a matter for each ETB to decide where 
they allocate these supports according to the needs of their organization.

When allocating non-teaching staff to ETBs in respect of their schools, my Department is 
guided by the following criteria: Schools with enrolments of 249 or less pupils are allocated a 
0.5 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) Administrative and Caretaking posts; 

- Schools with enrolments of between 250 and 699 pupils are allocated a 1 WTE Adminis-
trative and Caretaking posts; 

- Schools with enrolments of 250 or more are allocated 1 WTE caretaking post and  

- In respect of Cleaning supports, each school is allocated 4.5 hours per annum per pupil up 
to a maximum of 2028 hours per annum, with a minimum allocation of 520 hours per annum

Overall I acknowledge the need to improve non-teaching supports to the education sector 
including for ETBs but I must be prudent in the context of ongoing budgetary pressures and 
prioritise where it is not possible to do everything that I would like to do in the education sector 
in any one year. 

02/04/2019WRL02100Schools Building Projects Status

02/04/2019WRL02200201. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the situation in 
relation to the provision of a secondary school in Kinnegad, County Westmeath will be exam-
ined particularly in the context of a significantly increased population in the area and its envi-
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rons and which was considered as part of the original M4 study; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15434/19]

02/04/2019WRL02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s means of 
analysing demographic trends and data have changed considerably since the report to which the 
Deputy refers was completed in 2005. 

In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Depart-
ment divides the country into 314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information 
System, using data from a range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places 
across the country will arise. With this information, my Department carries out nationwide de-
mographic exercises to determine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary 
and post-primary level.  

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following: 

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools, 

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools, 

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 
new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows nationwide 
demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-
primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times 
for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas in the future.  While the announcement did not include a new post-primary 
school in Kinnegad (which is located in the Killucan school planning area), the requirement for 
new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular would have regard for the 
increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

02/04/2019WRL02400Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

02/04/2019WRL02500202. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 2003; and the 
date when such a scheme was introduced. [15489/19]

02/04/2019WRL02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is committed 
to ensuring that it provides the best service possible, in both official languages, to the general 
public.

My Department has had three Irish Language Schemes.  The first Irish Language Scheme 
ran from 2005-2008. The second Irish Language Scheme ran from 2013-2016.  The third Irish 
Language Scheme is currently in place and runs from 2016-2019.  

This Third Scheme was confirmed by the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 
It commenced with effect from 24 October 2016 and remains in force for a period of 3 years 
or until a new scheme has been confirmed - whichever is the later - in accordance with section 
14(3) of the Official Languages Act 2003. This scheme can be found on the Department’s web-
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site:   https://www.education.ie/en/The-Department/Customer-Service/Scheme-under-Section-
15-of-the-Official-Languages-Act-2003-2016-2019-.pdf

 The Act provides for the preparation by public bodies of a language scheme detailing the 
services which they will provide: 

- through the medium of Irish, 

- through the medium of English, and  

- through the medium of Irish and English 

and the measures to be adopted in order to provide services through Irish. 

My Department intends to draft its fourth language scheme during 2019.

02/04/2019WRL02700Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Data

02/04/2019WRL02800203. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for residency status in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14789/19]

02/04/2019WRL02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made. This decision will be made as 
soon as it is possible to do so.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

02/04/2019WRL03000Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Data

02/04/2019WRL03100204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14792/19]

02/04/2019WRL03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 

A letter issued to the person concerned on 26 March 2019 requesting certain documentation 
and a reply is awaited. Upon receipt of the requested documentation the case will be further 
processed. 
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As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.   

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/04/2019WRL03300Garda Equipment

02/04/2019WRL03400205. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to up-
grade the TETRA digital radio system; when the current service contract expires; his plans to 
move to secure 5G technology; if the new secure system (details supplied) will replace the 
TETRA system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14815/19]

02/04/2019WRL03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is generally responsible for managing and controlling the 
administration and business of An Garda Síochána, as well as for decisions in relation to the 
allocation and management of Garda equipment and resources, including ICT, in light of his 
identified operational demands.  As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when I re-
ceive it I will write directly to the Deputy.  

02/04/2019WRL03600Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Data

02/04/2019WRL03700206. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for stamp 4 in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14867/19]

02/04/2019WRL03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a request from the per-
son concerned for permission to reside in the State on Stamp 4 conditions was received on 6 
March 2019.  The Deputy will appreciate that applications are dealt with in chronological order.

I am also advised that INIS wrote to the person on 27 March seeking further information.  
The matter will be given detailed consideration upon receipt of a response.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
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The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/04/2019WRL03900Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Data

02/04/2019WRL04000207. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
an article in a publication (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14922/19]

02/04/2019WRL04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): While I am aware of the 
article referred to, the Deputy will appreciate that I am not in a position to comment on indi-
vidual cases, such as referred to in the article. 

More generally however, I can say, that the Irish Naturalisation & Immigration Service 
(INIS), when deciding on visa applications need to balance a wide range of factors including 
the economic interests of the State, maintaining an effective immigration regime, etc. while 
facilitating travel for those seeking to come to Ireland for a wide variety of legitimate reasons.   
This is the same for all visa services worldwide.  

Each visa application is decided on its individual circumstances taking all factors and cir-
cumstances into account.  In this regards, the timescale for processing visas can vary depending 
on the wide range of factors involved.

I am, of course, very conscious of the importance of these markets to the Irish economy 
and to the agriculture sector in particular.  In that context, the Deputy can be assured that every 
effort is made by INIS to keep visa processing times to a minimum, and to help facilitate such 
trade and investment where possible.   

02/04/2019WRL04200Judicial Appointments

02/04/2019WRL04300208. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his 
plans to increase the number of judges in the District Court; and the projected timeframe in this 
regard. [14938/19]

02/04/2019WRL04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Government is committed to ensuring access to justice and that the courts are ad-
equately resourced to facilitate same. 

The President of the District Court has contacted me to put forward a case for an increase 
in the number of judges of the District Court and this proposal is currently being considered by 
my Department.

02/04/2019WRL04500Court Accommodation Provision

02/04/2019WRL04600209. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
status of the progress of the Hammond Lane court complex; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14939/19]

02/04/2019WRL04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government is com-
mitted to building a new Family Law Centre and Children’s Court in Dublin 7. The Govern-
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ment’s Infrastructure and Capital Investment Plan 2016-2021 provides for development of a 
Family Law and Children’s Court at the Hammond Lane site. The project is to be delivered as 
a Public Private Partnership. 

As the Deputy is aware, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998 management 
of the courts, including the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility 
of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions. 

My officials have been in ongoing discussions with the Courts Service who have been ad-
vised that €80 million in capital has been made available for the project.  

02/04/2019WRL04800Direct Provision System

02/04/2019WRL04900210. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the practice of direct provision centres encouraging residents to volunteer to 
undertake duties which could be paid employment jobs; if such practices are widespread; if his 
Department is consulted by providers before such volunteering is organised; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14940/19]

02/04/2019WRL05000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department is responsible for the provision of accommodation and ancillary services to 
persons entering the state and seeking international protection. A key responsibility is providing 
opportunities to residents to meet their recreational, social and integration needs during their 
stay in the accommodation centres.

A recommendation of the McMahon Report is the Friends of the Centre Groups which are in 
each centre and work to provide opportunities for residents to integrate and participate in local 
community activities. Volunteerism plays a key role in allowing residents to meet and integrate 
in local community activities such as Tidy Towns.

However, volunteerism should not be misused to substitute for paid employment and my 
Department will not permit residents in our care to be exploited in this manner. 

If the Deputy is aware of instances where this is happening, I would be obliged if she could 
forward on the relevant details. 

02/04/2019WRL05100Prisoner Privacy

02/04/2019WRL05200211. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 113 of 14 February 2019, the status of the publication of the Inspector of 
Prisons report into prison surveillance. [14956/19]

02/04/2019WRL05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm that the 
Inspector of Prisons has furnished me with a copy of the report of her investigation, carried out 
under section 31 of the Prisons Act 2007, into allegations of improper surveillance and other 
wrongdoing in prisons.  

In line with standard practice, I am considering the report in consultation with the Attorney 
General with a view to publishing it in accordance with section 31 of the Prisons Act 2007.

02/04/2019WRL05400Refugee Status Applications
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02/04/2019WRL05500212. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an appeal for refugee status in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14982/19]

02/04/2019WRL05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confiden-
tiality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications and the applicant or his 
legal representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO 
Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International 
Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The International Protection Appeals 
Tribunal may be contacted either by email to info@protectionappeals.ie  , by telephone at 01-
4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced. Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date. The staff of that 
Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are in-
dependent in the performance of their protection functions. 

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
2015 which is available on the website of the International Protection Office (www.ipo.gov.ie  ). 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/04/2019WRM00200Paramilitary Groups

02/04/2019WRM00300213. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if ISIS or the 
paramilitary groups involved in Syria and Iraq are a proscribed organisation here; and if it is a 
criminal offence to be a member of these organisations and to be involved atrocities committed 
by these paramilitary organisations. [15011/19]

02/04/2019WRM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Government attaches the highest priority to the security of the State and the people.  
Combating terrorism, whatever its origin, remains a primary and priority task of An Garda Sío-
chána, supported where necessary by the Defence Forces. 

The State has a strong body of laws in place to counter terrorism and sustain our national 
security.  The primary body of law in this regard is the Offences Against the State Acts 1939-
1998 and the Criminal Law Act 1976 which were enacted and have been applied to combat the 
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threat from domestic terrorism and subversion.  The Criminal Justice (Terrorist Offences) Acts 
2005-2015 were enacted to have particular application to international terrorism and give ef-
fect to a number of international legal measures to combat terrorist activities.  These laws are 
supported directly by a range of provisions in the general criminal law aimed at supporting the 
authorities to combat serious crimes.

The Criminal Justice (Terrorist Offences) Act 2005 makes explicit provision to ensure that 
any organisation which engages in terrorist activity or terrorist-linked activity is an unlawful 
organisation and that the provisions of the Offences Against the State Acts 1939-1998 and the 
Criminal Law Act 1976 have application to it.

I want to assure the House that the State will use all means at its disposal under the law to 
protect the people from harm and to ensure the State’s security.  The law in this area is kept 
under active, ongoing review.

02/04/2019WRM00500Naturalisation Applications

02/04/2019WRM00600214. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
Irish nationality for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15027/19]

02/04/2019WRM00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application for a 
certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be processed 
and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.  If further documentation 
is required it will be requested from the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay.  The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/04/2019WRM00800UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

215. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when Ireland will 
sign and ratify the optional protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15056/19]

02/04/2019WRM01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath) 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland ratified the Convention on 
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the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) following a cabinet decision on the 30th of Jan-
uary 2018.  Following the passing of a resolution in the Dáil, the instrument of ratification was 
deposited with the UN on the 20th of March 2018 and the Convention came into force for Ire-
land on the 19th of April 2018.  

The Convention and the Optional Protocol cover a broad range of commitments some of 
which require substantive cultural change such as those relating to de-congregation, person-
alised budgets and deprivation of liberty.

The Government’s approach to meeting the terms of the Convention is one of sustained 
and ongoing improvement.  Work is continuing on the reforms needed for an optimum level 
of compliance with the Convention’s requirements.  Accordingly, the Optional Protocol is not 
being ratified at this time but will be ratified at the earliest opportunity following completion of 
Ireland’s first reporting cycle, which will identify any additional actions needed to ensure the 
highest possible level of compliance with the Convention.

02/04/2019WRM01100Animal Welfare

216. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures 
taken to enforce laws regarding animal welfare; the number of prosecutions relating to abuses 
of animals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15063/19]

02/04/2019WRM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I must inform the Deputy 
that information regarding the number of prosecutions for abuses of animals is not held by my 
Department.  Under Irish law, the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) operates independent-
ly of me and my Department, and decides whether or not someone should be prosecuted for a 
crime, following a Garda investigation. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 provides a modern and ro-
bust framework for dealing with issues relating to animal welfare.  It also updated and replaced 
approximately 40 items of primary legislation in the area of animal welfare and health dating 
back over 100 years.   

I am advised that An Garda Síochána liaises and works closely with both Local Authorities 
and the local offices of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  All complaints 
of cruelty to animals made to An Garda Síochána are subject to investigation, with an Inves-
tigation File submitted to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) who will then decide if a 
prosecution should take place, and for what offence.

I can also advise the Deputy that since the commencement of the new Bachelor of Arts 
Degree Programme in Applied Policing Training in September 2014, modules on the Animal 
Health and Welfare Act 2013 and the Control of Horses Act 1996, are provided to Trainee/
Probationer Gardaí, both while at the Garda College and during Phase 2 while assigned to their 
designated training Garda Stations across the country.  The relevant legislation is also available 
to all Garda staff on the internal Garda Portal.  The legislation is discussed and, when available, 
expert, external, speakers address the Trainee / probationers.

I understand that these Acts are also on the syllabi for the promotion examinations to the 
ranks of both Sergeants and the Inspectors.

02/04/2019WRM01400Witness Intimidation



Questions - Written Answers

110

02/04/2019WRM01500217. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda Síochána 
maintain separate figures for prosecutions taken under section 41 of the Criminal Justice Act 
1999 as they relate to the intimidation of jurors and witnesses respectively; if not, if he will 
instruct An Garda Síochána to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15092/19]

02/04/2019WRM01600218. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of pros-
ecutions to date on an annual basis under section 41 of the Criminal Justice Act 1999 regarding 
jurors or witness intimidation. [15093/19]

02/04/2019WRM01700219. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of cases 
that have been prosecuted in the Special Criminal Court under section 8 of the Criminal Justice 
Act 2009 since its enactment. [15094/19]

02/04/2019WRM01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 217 to 219, inclusive, together.

I must inform the Deputy that the specific information being sought in relation to numbers 
of prosecutions is not available within my Department.  

As the Deputy is aware, the intimidation of a witness or juror is an offence pursuant to Sec-
tion 41 of the Criminal Justice Act 1999, which specifies the offence as harming, threatening or 
menacing, or in any other way intimidating or putting in fear another person who is assisting in 
the investigation of an offence by the Garda Síochána, with the intention of causing the inves-
tigation or course of justice to be obstructed, perverted or interfered with. 

Following the enactment of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009, the offence is 
punishable on indictment by a fine or a term of imprisonment of up to 15 years.

With regard to the Special Criminal Court, I am advised that the Courts Service can only 
provide statistics on convictions.  They do not hold statistics on prosecutions as they are a mat-
ter for the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).  The Deputy will be aware that, under Irish 
law, the DPP operates independently of me and my Department, and decides whether or not 
someone should be prosecuted for a crime, following a Garda investigation. 

However, I understand that the DPP does publish annual reports on their website.  These 
reports contain, inter-alia, information about the numbers of prosecutions in a given year and 
may be of some assistance to the Deputy.  Further details can be found on the DPP’s website: 
https://www.dppireland.ie/publications/. 

As to whether An Garda Síochána maintain separate figures for prosecutions under section 
41 of the Criminal Justice Act 1999, the Deputy will appreciate that the manner in which re-
cords and statistics are maintained within An Garda Síochána is solely a matter for the Garda 
Commissioner and his management team, and I have no role in this regard.  However, to be of 
assistance to the Deputy I have requested a report from the Garda authorities and I will contact 
the Deputy again when this information is to hand.

02/04/2019WRM02100Courts Service Data

02/04/2019WRM02200220. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the percentage of 
criminal cases tried by jury in each of the years 2012 to 2017. [15095/19]

02/04/2019WRM02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
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bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that statistics in relation to the hearing of criminal cases are set 
out in the Courts Service Annual Reports, as available at the website of the Courts Service.  The 
Courts Service has indicated that it is not in a position to provide the additional information as 
requested by the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRM02400Direct Provision System

02/04/2019WRM02500221. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the policy 
on direct provision residents’ voting rights, access to election related materials and the right to 
meet with candidates in the public areas of centres. [15155/19]

02/04/2019WRM02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton) 
(Deputy David Stanton): The Department of Justice and Equality, through the Reception & 
Integration Agency (RIA), has always facilitated and encouraged the registration of and voting 
by protection applicants in local elections.  Residents are informed with regard to their eligibil-
ity to vote in particular elections and on arrangements for registering as voters.    

The Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration within my Department has supported 
a number of events focused on encouraging political participation of migrants in local politics. 

Multilingual material has been developed for voter registration information and for the lo-
cal and European elections.  This information is accessible and available on the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government website.

RIA has recently revised its policy in relation to canvassing and political activity in accom-
modation centres.  This is in line with actions in the Migrant Integration Strategy 2017-2020 
which focus on efforts to ensure that the political system becomes more representative of the 
broader population.  

In the 30 day period leading up to a referendum or election (local, national or European) 
in which residents may be eligible to vote, canvassers and political representatives may leave 
material for display in a designated area, e.g. on the public notice board/tables in the accom-
modation centre for the information of residents.   

Canvassers and candidates may arrange to meet by appointment with residents in communal 
spaces, in keeping with the agreed procedures for visitors to centres as outlined in ‘RIA House 
Rules & Procedures - Revised January 2019’.  Centre managers should put measures in place 
to facilitate such visits.   

In instances where a centre is comprised of individual accommodation units and includes 
mobile homes, houses and self-catering apartments, candidates and canvassers may be facili-
tated where they wish to call ‘door to door’.  However, there is no requirement on the part of a 
resident to engage with any candidate unless they choose to do so.   

Centres should display notices in prominent locations throughout the accommodation cen-
tre within the 30 day period leading up to a referendum or local election indicating that:-   



Questions - Written Answers

112

  A referendum/local elections is being held with the polling date specified;
  Residents in accommodation centres with the right to vote in local elections may be ap-

proached by candidates and/or canvassers on their behalf;
  They are not required to engage with any candidate and/or canvasser;
  It is the responsibility of each resident to ensure that they are registered to vote within an ap-

propriate time frame. 

  Given the particular nature of the accommodation provided in centres, there are factors that 
limit unrestricted access by candidates to the private living quarters of residents.  These include 
the communal nature of the accommodation system and the many practical and logistical diffi-
culties that would arise for centre managers in providing unsupervised access in circumstances 
where families and children live together.  

The general policy ensures that there are no restrictions placed on residents’ voting rights, 
or on their rights to access whatever information that candidates wish to convey to them, or on 
any rights to meet with candidates in the public areas of centres.  It also ensures privacy in the 
residential units and the on-going protection of children in the centre.

There is an opportunity for the Friends of the Centre group at each centre to provide infor-
mation to residents on how to register to vote and on the importance of local government within 
the political structure of the State.  The Friends of the Centre groups can also raise awareness in 
an informal way about the importance of voting.   

The revised policy has been circulated to all accommodation centres and the policy is avail-
able on the RIA’s website www.ria.gov.ie.

02/04/2019WRM02700Naturalisation Applications

02/04/2019WRM02800222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed by a person (details suppled) who wishes to become an Irish citizen and who 
holds a Dutch passport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15157/19]

02/04/2019WRM02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The granting of Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are pro-
cessed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  A determination 
on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisation can only be 
made after an application is received.

Section 15 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation if satisfied that certain statutory conditions are 
fulfilled.  The conditions are that the applicant must:

-  be of full age, or a minor born in the State,

-  be of good character, 

-  have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
further total residence in the State amounting to four years,

-  intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation,
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-  have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows—

   (i)  made a declaration, in the prescribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to 
the State, and

   (ii) undertaken to faithfully observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic 
values.

Section 15A provides that, notwithstanding the above, where the application is based on 
being the spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen the requirements include that the couple are 
married or civil partners to each other for a period of at least 3 years and are living together and, 
immediately before the date of application, have a period of one year’s continuous residence 
in the island of Ireland and, during the preceding four years, have a further period amounting 
to 2 years (i.e. 3 years in total).  Section 15A(2) provides that the Minister may, in his absolute 
discretion waive some of the conditions in relation to an application from a spouse or civil part-
ner of an Irish citizen if he is satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious consequences in 
respect of his or her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.  

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory conditions as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Act 1956, as amended. 

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, along with the relevant applica-
tion forms and guidance notes, is available on the INIS website at ww.inis.gov.ie.

02/04/2019WRM03000Deportation Orders Re-examination

02/04/2019WRM03100223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application pursuant to section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended) in the case of a person (details supplied); when matters are likely to con-
clude; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15187/19]

02/04/2019WRM03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned is 
the subject of a deportation order made on 12 November 2018.

The person concerned was deported from the State on 28 March 2019.  The effect of the de-
portation order is that person concerned must remain outside the State.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifi-
cally established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to 
be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions.  The 
Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the INIS 
is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too longer awaited.

02/04/2019WRM03300Departmental Funding

02/04/2019WRM03400224. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of a 
recent grant of €60,000 provided to an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15223/19]
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Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that as my Department did not provide the grant funding to the organisation in question, I 
cannot comment on the details of the funding.

02/04/2019WRM03600Asylum Applications

02/04/2019WRM03700225. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for leave to remain in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15251/19]

02/04/2019WRM03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confiden-
tiality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications and the applicant or his 
legal representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO 
Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International 
Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.  The International Protection Appeals 
Tribunal may be contacted either by email to info@protectionappeals.ie, by telephone at 01-
4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced.  Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date.  The staff of 
that Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are 
independent in the performance of their protection functions. 

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
2015 which is available on the website of the International Protection Office (www.ipo.gov.ie). 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/04/2019WRM03900Missing Persons

02/04/2019WRM04000226. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding optimal communication and coordination during searches for missing persons which 
involve a multi-agency approach in addition to the help of volunteers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15274/19]
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02/04/2019WRM04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that I have no role, in my capacity as Minister for Justice and Equality, in relation to opera-
tional matters, such as the matter referred to in the Deputy’s question. 

However, I am informed by An Garda Síochána that every report of a missing person made 
is appropriately assessed, with a view to determining the level of risk and degree of urgency 
which arise with regard to the person(s) believed to be missing.  I am further informed that the 
nature of communication and coordination in a search for a missing person, or persons, will be 
dictated by prevailing circumstances. 

On receipt of notification of a person being missing it is necessary for An Garda Síochána 
to establish:

  the need for a search;
  the purpose to be achieved by a search; and
  the extent of search, if required.

  In making decisions regarding action to be taken, careful consideration is given to a num-
ber of factors, including:  

-  any factors which may render the missing person as particularly vulnerable, e.g. dementia, 
depression, age; 

- the environment in which the search is to be conducted, i.e. urban, rural, mountainous, 
water-based; 

- any previous missing person-related event associated with the person in question; 

- the level of resources available to launch a quick and effective search operation; and 

- the appropriate resources/assets to be used in the search, including whether specialist per-
sonnel and/or equipment is required.

These factors will be influential in determining the method of the search to be used. 

The planning process involves consideration of all relevant evidence, information and in-
telligence, for the purpose of determining the nature of search operation to be undertaken.  
Typically, a family liaison officer (FLO) will be appointed and may play a crucial role in ensur-
ing relevant information from family members is considered when deciding on an appropriate 
search plan.

Properly planned searches are a central factor in achieving the best possible outcome, in 
circumstances where one or more person is missing.  It is, therefore important that a formal 
planning process is applied to all searches, irrespective of the extent of search required.

The Garda Superintendent (District Officer) of the location from which a person is missing 
will have particular responsibility to ensure that any search undertaken is done in a lawful and 
appropriate manner, and involves utilisation of necessary resources and techniques.  The poten-
tial impact of a search on a community will also be considered, which will help in developing 
an appropriate communication strategy.  When planning a search, An Garda Síochána engages 
with other relevant State agencies and with civilian volunteer groups, such as mountain rescue 
teams or diving clubs.

Through the facility of the Garda Press Office, An Garda Síochána will also engage in 
an appropriate media strategy, designed to ensure that cooperation from the general public is 
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achieved in a manner that maximizes the potential to locate a missing person as soon as is pos-
sible.

02/04/2019WRM04200Residency Permits

02/04/2019WRM04300227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15298/19]

02/04/2019WRM04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.  This decision will be made 
as soon as possible.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

02/04/2019WRM04500National Traveller-Roma Integration Strategy

02/04/2019WRM04600228. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy 2017 to 2021 steering committee specifically 
the sub-committees on education and the mediation and feuding sub-group; the number of times 
each of the sub-groups have met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15309/19]

02/04/2019WRM04700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy is aware, the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy (NTRIS) was 
published in June 2017.  I chair the quarterly meetings of the NTRIS Steering Group which has 
been tasked with the implementation of the actions contained in the strategy.  Since this launch, 
the NTRIS Steering Group has met seven times.  The next meeting is scheduled for 10 April 
2019.  To date, work has begun on 135 of the 149 actions included in the Strategy.  The Steer-
ing Group will continue to monitor progress on these actions and to focus on actions where 
progress has not yet commenced.  

The Education Sub Committee has been established to focus on the education-related ac-
tions in the NTRIS.  This group is made up of members of the Traveller and Roma organisa-
tions, the Department of Education and Skills, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs 
(including Tusla) and the Department of Justice and Equality.  It has met 11 times.  A smaller 
more focused group, that is the NTRIS Pilot Oversight Group, has also been established to work 
on a pilot project to trial a new approach to address the retention of Traveller and Roma children 
in education.  They have met on six occasions.

The Mediation/Feuding Subgroup is comprised of the Department of Justice and Equality, 
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An Garda Síochána and representatives of the Traveller organisations.  The subgroup is imple-
menting Action 138 to bring an end to feuding definitively over a period of time.  The subgroup 
has met three times.  This will include development and embedding of mediation services ca-
pacities in local Traveller organisations.

02/04/2019WRM04800Interdepartmental Working Groups

02/04/2019WRM04900229. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of 
the work of the surrogacy interdepartmental group; the number of times it has met; the recom-
mendations or proposals it has made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15310/19]

02/04/2019WRM05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Surrogacy Interde-
partmental Group is comprised of senior officials from the Department of Justice and Equality, 
the Department of Health, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, together with the Office of the Chief State Solicitor and the Office 
of the Attorney General.  The Group first met in 2011 to jointly develop a guidance document 
for persons intending to enter into surrogacy arrangements outside the State.  The guidance 
document on “Citizenship, Parentage, Guardianship and Travel Document Issues in relation 
to Children Born as a Result of Surrogacy Arrangements Entered Into Outside the State” was 
published in 2012 and is available to view on my Department’s website and the website of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  

The Group met in 2011 and 2012 in relation to the guidance document and has met once a 
year since 2016 to discuss issues arising in family law cases before the courts to which the State 
is a notice party and issues relating to the guidance document.  The Deputy will appreciate that 
I cannot provide details of any recommendations reached by the Group in relation to individual 
family law cases to which the State is a notice party as these are covered by both the in camera 
rule and legal advice privilege.

02/04/2019WRM05100Data Protection

02/04/2019WRM05200230. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of court 
prosecutions initiated by the Data Protection Commission in each of the years 2014 to 2018; the 
result of each of these court cases; the number and values of fines issued in each year; the value 
of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect of these prosecutions; 
the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he will provide an age analysis of 
these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15337/19]

02/04/2019WRM05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Data Protection Act 2018, the Data Pro-
tection Commission is independent in the exercise of its functions. 

I am advised by the Data Protection Commission that, during the period referred to by the 
Deputy, prosecutions were conducted pursuant to the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 and 
the European Communities (Electronic Communications Networks and Services) (Privacy and 
Electronic Communications) Regulations 2011, S.I. No. 336 of 2011 (“the ePrivacy Regula-
tions”).

The Deputy will also be aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, 
management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in 
exercising its functions, which include the provision of information on the courts system.
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I can also confirm that the arrangements for collecting fines outstanding since 2016 are gov-
erned by the provisions of the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014. 

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have made enquiries with the Data Protection 
Commission and the Courts Service and have been provided with the following information:   

2014 

In 2014, six companies, one individual and two company directors were prosecuted, as set 
out in the following table:

Person Prosecuted Number of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fines Im-
posed

Total Fine

One company 5 €1,500 €7,500
One company 1 €500 €500
One company 1 €100 €100
One company 4 €1,500 €6,000
One company 1 €75 €75
One company 2 €1,500 €3,000
One individual 2 €2,500 €5,000
One company direc-
tor

1 €1,500 €1,500

One company direc-
tor

1 €1,500 €1,500

Total Value of Fines 
Imposed 2014

  €25,175

All fines imposed in 2014 have been collected.   

2015 

In 2015, four companies were prosecuted as set out in the following table:

Person Prosecuted Number of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fines Im-
posed

Total Fine

One company 2 €1,000 €2,000
Three companies 
(Probation of Of-
fenders Act applied)

- - -

Total Value of Fines 
Imposed 2015

  €2,000

All fines imposed in 2015 have been collected.

2016 

In 2016, one individual, ten companies and one company director were prosecuted, as set 
out in the following table:
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Person Prosecuted Number of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fines Im-
posed

Total Fine

One individual 4 €1,000 €4,000
One company 5 €500 €2,500
One company 1 €100 €100
One company 2 €2,500 €5,000
Seven companies 
(Probation of Of-
fenders Act applied)

- - -

One company direc-
tor

10 €500 €5,000

Total Value of Fines 
Imposed 2016

  €16,600

Amount Outstanding 
as at 2 April 2019

  €7,500

2017

In 2017, seven companies and one company director were prosecuted, as set out in the fol-
lowing table:

Person Prosecuted Number of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fines Im-
posed

Total Fine

One company 10 €1,000 €10,000
One company 2 €1,500; €1,000 €2,500
One company 2 €500 €1,000
One company 1 €500 €500
Three companies 
(Probation of Of-
fenders Act applied)

- - -

One company direc-
tor

10 €1,00 €10,000

Total Value of Fines 
Imposed 2017

  €24,000

Amount Outstanding 
as at 2 April 2019

  €20,000

2018

In 2018, eight companies were prosecuted, as set out in the following table:

Person Prosecuted Number of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fines Im-
posed

Total Fine

One company 4 €1,000 €4,000
One company 2 €1,000 €2,000
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Person Prosecuted Number of Fines 
Imposed

Value of Fines Im-
posed

Total Fine

Six companies (Pro-
bation of Offenders 
Act applied)

- - -

    
Total Value of Fines 
Imposed 2018

  €6,000

Amount Outstanding 
as at 2 April 2019

  €3,040

02/04/2019WRM05400Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRM05500231. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Department 
has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, media or otherwise, 
to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or videos 
relating to departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[15393/19]

02/04/2019WRM05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The formulation and de-
velopment of social media content by my Department is generally undertaken internally by the 
Department’s Press and Communications Office, in consultation with relevant policy Divisions 
as appropriate.   

The only exception to this in recent years is ‘What Would You Do?’, the national awareness 
campaign around domestic violence.  This three year campaign, led by Cosc - The National Of-
fice for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence - formed the first half 
of a six-year, multi-media national awareness campaign under the Second National Strategy on 
Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2016-2021. The second half of this campaign, 
focusing on awareness of sexual violence, will launch this year.   

Procurement processes were undertaken with four consultancy agencies in relation to the 
domestic violence campaign.  The details of these agencies are as follows:  

- In 2016 Cosc procured Empirica to act as Pitch Consultants to support the procurement 
process for the national awareness campaign.  

- In 2016, and following a rigorous EU tendering process, PHD Media Ireland and TBWA\
Dublin were awarded contracts to provide Media Planning and Buying Advertising Services 
and Strategic and Creative Advertising services respectively to the campaign. 

- In 2017 Ebiquity Marsh were engaged to undertake an ongoing media audit of the media 
buying for the national awareness campaign.   

It should be noted that these agencies provided services relating to the campaign as a whole 
across all media channels.  While social media was a part of this, it was not the main focus of 
the work engaged.

02/04/2019WRN00200Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRN00300232. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which 
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his departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Government of Ireland 
social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the policy areas of his 
Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15410/19]

02/04/2019WRN00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department’s so-
cial media channels are managed internally by the Department’s Press and Communications 
Office.  he Press and Communications Office also creates the vast majority of multi-media 
content featured on those channels, in consultation with the relevant policy divisions, and en-
gagement with other relevant Departments on cross-cutting areas of public service delivery.  
Standard Government of Ireland graphics are applied where appropriate by staff of the Office.

02/04/2019WRN00500Irish Language

02/04/2019WRN00600233. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Department 
has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 2003; and the 
date on which such a scheme was introduced. [15495/19]

02/04/2019WRN00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Department of Jus-
tice and Equality has an operating Irish Language Scheme under Section 11 of the Official 
Languages Act 2003. A PDF copy of the Scheme can be accessed at the following link: http://
www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Official_Languages_Act.

The Scheme, which was confirmed by the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs, commenced with effect from 30 June 2006.

Tá Scéim Gaeilge atá i bhfeidhm ag an Roinn Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais faoi Alt 11 
d’Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla, 2003.  Is féidir rochtain a fháil ar chóip PDF den Scéim ag an 
nasc seo a leanas:

http://www.justice.ie/ga/JELR/Scéim_Ghaeilge.pdf/Files/Scéim_Ghaeilge.pdf.   

Thosaigh an Scéim, arna daingniú ag an Aire Gnóthaí Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta, le 
héifeacht ón 30 Meitheamh 2006.

02/04/2019WRN00800Work Permits Eligibility

02/04/2019WRN00900234. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans to consider changing the Employment Permits (Amendment) Regulations 2018 to remove 
dental technicians from the list of ineligible categories of employees in view of the scarcity of 
dental technicians and the threat to the feasibility of dental laboratory businesses arising from 
the failure to secure suitably qualified employees; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15019/19]

02/04/2019WRN01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Where specific skills prove difficult to source within the State and wider EEA, an employment 
permit may be sought by an employer to hire a non-EEA national subject to the Employment 
Permits Acts and Regulations.  The employment permits system is managed through the opera-
tion of the Critical Skills Occupations List and the Ineligible Occupations List for the purposes 
of granting an employment permit

The occupation lists for employment permit purposes are reviewed twice yearly to ensure 
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that the employment permit system is supportive of the economy by maximising the bene-
fits of economic migration and minimising any disruption to the domestic/EEA labour market.  
Changes to access to the Irish labour market for specific occupations via the employment per-
mits system are made on the basis of research undertaken by the Expert Group of Future Skills 
Needs, the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit (Solas), the National Skills Council, input 
from relevant Government Departments and a public consultation process.  Account is also 
taken of education outputs, sectoral upskilling and training initiatives and known contextual 
factors such as Project 2040 and Brexit. Submissions are also considered by the Economic Mi-
gration Interdepartmental Group. 

Dental technicians are currently included on the Ineligible Occupations List. In order to 
remove a skill from this list, there would need to be a clear demonstration that recruitment dif-
ficulties are solely due to shortages across the EEA and not to other factors such as salary and/or 
employment conditions.  Organisations in the sector would need to provide the necessary data 
to substantiate their claims.  A detailed evidence-based case would then need to be put forward 
by the Department of Health as the lead Department for the sector, to my Department for review 
and consideration.

A review of the occupation lists is being currently being finalised at present with some 48 
submission made in response to the public/stakeholder consultation.  Another review of the oc-
cupation lists is scheduled to commence before the end of quarter two, 2019.

02/04/2019WRN01100Health and Safety Authority Data

02/04/2019WRN01200235. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of court prosecutions initiated by the Health and Safety Authority in each of the years 
2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and values of fines issued in 
each year; the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect 
of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if she will pro-
vide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15332/19]

02/04/2019WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): It is the Director of Public Prosecutions who takes prosecutions on behalf of the 
Health and Safety Authority.  These can be taken at two levels in the Courts i.e. on Indictment 
in the Circuit Court before a Jury and Summarily before a Judge in the District Court.   

The Circuit Court can impose fines on conviction up to €3 million per count or imprison-
ment up to 2 years, while the District Court can have on conviction fines up to €5,000 per count 
or imprisonment up to 6 months.   

Material on the number of court prosecutions initiated in each of the years 2014 to 2018, 
the result of these court cases and the number and value of fines issued is set out in the table;

 - 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018  

Number of court prosecu-
tions initiated    

Cases heard 32    Cases heard 16 Cases heard 27 Cases heard21 Cases heard 15

Number cases on Indict-
ment and Summary   

19 on Indictment  13 
Summarily   

7 on Indictment  9 Sum-
marily   

19 on Indictment 8 Sum-
marily  

12 on Indictment 9 Sum-
marily  

9 on Indictment 6 Sum-
marily  

Fines imposed by the 
Courts    

Total fines 
€293,900€272,400 Indict-
ment€21,500 Summarily3 
cases dismissed     

Total fines 
€541,750€528,000 Indict-
ment €13,750 Summarily1 
case dismissed     

Total fines 
€614,000€585,000 Indict-
ment€29,000 Summarily1 
case dismissed     

Total fines 
€2,695,500€2,659,00 
Indictment €36,500 Sum-
marily3 cases dismissed     

Total fines 
€705,972   €696,872 
Indictment €9,100 Sum-
marily 1 case dismissed                                         

 In relation to the value of fines collected and outstanding it should be noted that fines im-
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posed by the Courts do not go to the Health and Safety Authority.  Collecting court fines is a 
matter for the Court Services and the Health and Safety Authority does not have any informa-
tion regarding fines collected/outstanding.

02/04/2019WRN01400Competition and Consumer Protection Commission

02/04/2019WRN01500236. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of court prosecutions initiated by the Competition and Consumer Protection Commis-
sion in each of the years 2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and 
values of fines issued in each year; the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still 
outstanding in respect of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstand-
ing fines; if she will provide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15333/19]

02/04/2019WRN01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) is the statutory independent body 
responsible for the enforcement of domestic and EU competition law in the State.  Section 9 (5) 
of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 provides that the Commission is inde-
pendent in the performance of its functions.  As investigations and enforcement matters gener-
ally are part of the day-to-day operational work of the Commission, the Minister for Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation has no direct function in the matter.

The following table details the relevant information regarding the fines imposed on under-
takings and individuals arising from cases investigated by the CCPC.  It is important to note 
that, with the exception of Fixed Payment Notices, fines following a summary prosecution are 
imposed by the Courts and payments are made to the relevant District Court Office and not to 
the CCPC.  Fines imposed in criminal proceedings are the responsibility of the courts.  The 
CCPC itself collects Fixed Payment Notices from relevant traders.   

- Criminal breaches of competition law - the CCPC’s role is to investigate alleged cartels 
and if sufficient evidence of a cartel is obtained, the CCPC role involves the submission of a 
file to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) with a recommendation as to prosecution.  It 
is the DPP that initiates the court prosecution and not the CCPC.  

- Civil breaches of competition law - the objective of a non-criminal law investigation is 
to determine if there is sufficient evidence of a breach and to take appropriate actions.  Civil 
breaches of competition law are enforced through the civil courts and have to be proven on a 
balance of probabilities.  With respect to these breaches the most the CCPC can achieve through 
the Courts at present is to: (i) seek a declaration of an infringement; (ii) seek commitments from 
a business that they will cease the practice; and/or (iii) obtain an injunction against the business 
doing the same action again.  Financial sanctions cannot be imposed.  

- Consumer protection law - A criminal prosecution for a trader who has broken the law 
is the ultimate enforcement sanction available to the CCPC.  The level of fines and penalties 
following a successful prosecution are set out in the various consumer protection statutes and 
are imposed by the courts. - Compensation orders - can be imposed instead of or in addition to 
fines.  If the compensation order is not paid then the consumer may enter judgement in the court 
and is enforceable in the same manner as civil proceedings.  The CCPC does not enforce the 
payment of compensation orders. 

- Fixed Payment Notice - The Consumer Protection Act enables the CCPC to issue a fixed 
payment notice (FPNs) in respect of contraventions of primarily price display legislation. FPNs 



Questions - Written Answers

124

can also issue for breaches of law giving effect to the Consumer Rights Directive.  This sanction 
may be used as an alternative to prosecution.  The penalty is €300 and must be paid within 28 
days.  Failure to pay will result in prosecution. 

- Note - the CCPC’s 2018 Consumer Protection List (which details all enforcement action 
under consumer protection law for the year) is currently being finalised and therefore not in-
cluded in the excel spreadsheet. 

CCPC Prosecutions

Year Business 
Practice 

Against Outcome Sentence Total value Paid Additional 
Informa-
tion 

Consumer 
Protection law 
- Misleading 
Commercial 
Practice 

Timmy 
Keane

Convicted Fined €500 
& €7,000 
compensa-
tion order 

€7,500 Not col-
lected by 
CCPC

Consumer 
Protection law 
-  Misleading 
Commercial 
Practice 

VK Motors 
Ltd

Convicted Fined €500 €500 Not col-
lected by 
CCPC

Consumer 
Protection law 
-  Misleading 
Commercial 
Practice 

Brian Fass-
nidge

Convicted 
& sen-
tenced in 
2015

€4,000 
in fines 
€10,000 
in costs  
€1,000 in 
compen-
sation to 
consumers 
€17,200 
repaid to 
the affected 
consumers.

€32,200 Not col-
lected by 
CCPC

Traders in 
breach of the 
EC (Require-
ments to Indi-
cate Product 
Prices) Regu-
lations 2002

Against 
43 traders 
listed in 
the CCPCs 
2014 CPL

Notices is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
Fixed 
Payment 
Notice 
(FPN) 

€12,900 Y

2014 Traders in 
breach of the 
Retail Price 
(Beverages 
in Licensed 
Premises) 
Display Order, 
1999 - 1 FPN 
issued

Against1 
trader 
listed in 
the CCPCs 
2014 CPL

Notices is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
FPN

€300 Y

Consumer 
Protection law 
-  Misleading 
Commercial 
Practice 

Castletown 
Motors

Not guilty NA NA NA
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Year Business 
Practice 

Against Outcome Sentence Total value Paid Additional 
Informa-
tion 

Traders in 
breach of the 
EC (Require-
ments to Indi-
cate Product 
Prices) Regu-
lations 2002

Against 
31 traders 
listed in the 
CCPC’s 
2015 CPL

Notices is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
FPN

€9,300 Y 

2015 Traders in 
breach of the 
Retail Price 
(Beverages 
in Licensed 
Premises) 
Display Order 
1999.

Against 
2 traders 
listed in the 
CCPC’s 
2015 CPL 

Notices is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
FPN

€600 Y

Consumer 
Protection law 
-    Misleading 
Commercial 
Practice 

Timmy 
Keane

Convicted €5,000 
compensa-
tion order 

€5,000 Not col-
lected by 
CCPC

Traders in 
breach of 
consumers’ 
cancellation 
rights under 
the Euro-
pean Union 
(Consumer 
Information, 
Cancellation 
and Other 
Rights) Regu-
lations 2013  

Against 
1 trader 
listed in the 
CCPC’s 
2016 CPL 

Notices is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
FPN

€300 Y

2016 Traders in 
breach of the 
EC (Require-
ments to Indi-
cate Product 
Prices) Regu-
lations 2002

Against 
27 traders 
listed in the 
CCPC’s 
2016 CPL 

Notices is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
FPN

€8,100 Y

Competition 
law - Bid rig-
ging 

Aston 
Carpets

Convicted 
following a 
guilty plea. 

Fined 
€10,000

€10,000 Not col-
lected by 
CCPC

Cases 
prosecuted 
by the DPP 
on foot of a 
file referred 
by the 
CCPC 

Competition 
law - Bid rig-
ging 

Brendan 
Smyth 

Convicted 
following a 
guilty plea 

3 month 
suspended 
sentence 
& fined 
€7,5000 

€7,500 NA (see 
below)

Cases 
prosecuted 
by the DPP 
on foot of a 
file refered 
by the 
CCPC 
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Year Business 
Practice 

Against Outcome Sentence Total value Paid Additional 
Informa-
tion 

Consumer Pro-
tection law -              
Misleading 
Commercial 
Practice 

Timmy 
Keane

Convicted 6 month 
suspended 
sentence 
€5,000 
compensa-
tion order 

€5,000 Not col-
lected by 
CCPC

Consumer Pro-
tection law -              
Misleading 
Commercial 
Practice 

Jonathan 
McSherry

Convicted 3 month 
imprison-
ment 

NA

Consumer Pro-
tection law -              
Misleading 
Commercial 
Practice 

Mr Olek-
sandr Mat-
veyshyn 

Convicted €500 fine, 
€8,000 
compensa-
tion order 
& €1,000 
costs

€9,500 Not col-
lected by 
CCPC

Traders in 
breach of the 
EC (Require-
ments to Indi-
cate Product 
Prices) Regu-
lations 2002

Against 
33 traders 
listed in the 
CCPC’s 
2017 CPL 

Notices is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
FPN

€9,900 Y

FPNs issued 
to traders who 
failed to dis-
play a notice 
as required by 
Article 3 of the 
Retail Price 
(Beverages 
in Licensed 
Premises) 
Display Order 
1999

Against 
1 trader 
listed in the 
CCPC’s 
2017 CPL 

Notice is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
FPN

€300 Y

2017 Traders in 
breach of 
consumers’ 
cancellation 
rights under 
the Euro-
pean Union 
(Consumer 
Information, 
Cancellation 
and Other 
Rights) Regu-
lations 2013

Against 
1 trader 
listed in the 
CCPC’s 
2017 CPL 

Notice is-
sued by the 
CCPC 

€300 per 
FPN

€300 Y 
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Year Business 
Practice 

Against Outcome Sentence Total value Paid Additional 
Informa-
tion 

2018 Competition 
law - Bid rig-
ging 

Brendan 
Smyth 

Leniency 
of sentence 
appealed 

Fine in-
creased to  
€45,000 

€45,000 Currently 
engaging 
with the 
Courts Ser-
vices as to 
time period 
allowed for 
discharge 
of fine 

Appeal was 
made by 
the DPP 

02/04/2019WRN01700Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Legal Cases

02/04/2019WRN01800237. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of court prosecutions initiated by the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
in each of the years 2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and values 
of fines issued in each year; the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still out-
standing in respect of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding 
fines; if she will provide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15334/19]

02/04/2019WRN01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
figures for summary prosecutions are set out in tabular form:

Summary 
prosecution 
cases*

2014*** 2015 2016 2017 2018

Court pro-
ceedings 
initiated

  10 3 0 0 0

Number 
of persons 
convicted of 
criminal of-
fences before 
the Courts**

8 3 0 0 0

Number of 
convictions 
secured

30 11 0 0 0

Number of 
fines

8 1 0 0 0

Value of fines €27,500 €8,500 €0 €0 €0
* In terms of prosecutions, the Director of Corporate Enforcement is only statutorily em-

powered to initiate summary prosecutions (i.e. prosecutions of relatively minor offences in the 
District Court).

** Persons includes Individuals and Limited Companies

*** One of the 2014 convictions was under appeal at the end of the year.  This appeal was 
determined in 2015 with the conviction confirmed but the fine imposed reduced from €10,500 
to €3,750.   
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Figures for 2018 are provisional until the publication of the Office of the Director of Corpo-
rate Enforcement (ODCE) Annual Report for 2018, and are subject to change.

Over the period 2014 to 2018, the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE) 
initiated a total of 13 summary prosecutions (i.e., against individuals and/or companies) in the 
District Court. Such prosecutions can involve individuals or companies being charged with 
multiple alleged offences. Those prosecutions resulted in a total of 41 convictions being se-
cured. 

In terms of prosecutions, the Director of Corporate Enforcement is only statutorily em-
powered to initiate summary prosecutions (i.e. prosecutions of relatively minor offences in the 
District Court). 

More serious alleged breaches of company law are prosecuted on indictment in the Circuit 
Court and only the Director of Public Prosecutions (“DPP”) can direct that charges be preferred 
on indictment.

The ODCE took a decision in recent years to concentrate its resources on more serious and 
complex investigations, the result of which is usually the submission of a file to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP) for consideration, as opposed to a summary prosecution.  Arising 
from the files submitted by the ODCE, the DPP has directed charges in a number of cases and 
prosecutions on indictment have followed. 

The ODCE also exercised its right to make certain compliance applications to the High 
Court under Section 371 of the Companies Act 1963, now Section 797 of the Companies Act 
2014, to secure compliance with Orders sought. 

However, it should be borne in mind that, working within the context of a rectification 
policy, many issues can be addressed by exercise of powers without the necessity of bringing is-
sues to the Courts for determination, for example: production of registers; directing the holding 
of Annual General Meetings; production of minutes of meetings; and regularising breaches of 
the director loan provisions which, in 2017, secured the rectification on a non-statutory basis, of 
suspected infringements of the Companies Act 2014, in relation to Directors’ loans in 39 cases, 
to an aggregate value of €15.5m approximately.

Furthermore, since June 2015, company directors facing restriction or disqualification pro-
ceedings before the Courts, can avoid Court proceedings by voluntarily agreeing to be restricted 
or disqualified for certain periods.  This provision ensures that company directors, who are 
considered to be in breach of the Companies Act 2014 and facing restriction or disqualification 
proceedings, are dealt with in an efficient and effective administrative manner without the need 
for the involvement of the Courts.

The collection of fines, and associated costs, is a matter for the Courts Service and, accord-
ingly, any questions in relation to the collection of fines and costs should be directed to the 
Minister for Justice and Equality.

02/04/2019WRN02000Workplace Relations Services Data

02/04/2019WRN02100238. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of court prosecutions initiated by the Workplace Relations Commission in each of the 
years 2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and values of fines is-
sued in each year; the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in 
respect of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if she 
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will provide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15348/19]

02/04/2019WRN02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) was established on the 1 October 2015 assuming 
the roles and functions previously carried out by the National Employment Rights Authority 
(NERA), Equality Tribunal (ET), Labour Relations Commission (LRC), Rights Commissioners 
Service (RCS), and the first-instance (Complaints and Referrals) functions of the Employment 
Appeals Tribunal (EAT).   

The aim of the WRC’s Inspectorate Division, (formerly NERA), is to achieve voluntary 
compliance with employment law through the provision of education and awareness, inspection 
of employers’ employment records and enforcement where necessary.   

The WRC also utilises Compliance Notices as provided for in the 2015 Workplace Relations 
Act and works with employers to bring about compliance.  In many such cases, defendants will 
make payments outstanding to staff and bring records up to date and become compliant in ad-
vance of the court hearing. Some such cases are withdrawn or struck out.  As such the WRC is 
required to proceed to prosecution in a small number of cases to achieve compliance.  In other 
cases before the courts the Probation Act may be applied (often directing a donation to charity 
and sometimes a contribution to the State’s costs as part of the final Order of the Court), so no 
fines apply in those cases.   

The following Table sets out the number of court prosecutions initiated during the period 
2014 to 2018; the number of convictions achieved in that period and the value of fines imposed.   

Neither the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation nor the WRC have a role in 
the collection of fines.  The collection of fines and processing of outstanding fines is a matter 
for the Courts Service, an Garda Siochána and the Irish Prison Service.

Prosecution Cases

Year Prosecution 
cases

 -  -

Opened Closed Convictions Fines imposed
2014 175 119 83 €136,550
2015 173 145 106 €121,916
2016 130 138 85 €99,250
2017 99 126 95 €130,575
2018 180 96 51 €49,600

02/04/2019WRN02300Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRN02400239. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if her Department has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, 
media or otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social 
media or videos relating to her departmental strategies or policies; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [15382/19]

02/04/2019WRN02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has not undertaken any procurement processes with consultancy agencies, media 
or otherwise to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media 
or videos.
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02/04/2019WRN02600Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRN02700240. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the way in which her departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Gov-
ernment of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the 
policy areas of her Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [15399/19]

02/04/2019WRN02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation supports the social media messages of other 
Government Departments and Agencies as appropriate.

The Department takes the lead for the development of its own social media content, which 
is usually drafted between individual policy units and the Department’s communications unit.

02/04/2019WRN02900Irish Language

02/04/2019WRN03000241. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
her Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages 
Act 2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15484/19]

02/04/2019WRN03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department’s Third Irish Language Scheme 2019-2022, which was prepared in accordance 
with the provisions of the Official Languages Act 2003 and approved by the Minister of Cul-
ture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, came into effect on 18 February 2019.  The Scheme sets out 
the extent to which services are currently available through Irish in my Department and identi-
fies areas for future enhancement.

02/04/2019WRN03200Medicinal Products

02/04/2019WRN03300242. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he has reviewed the evidence in 
regard to the harms caused by Pandemrix in view of a commitment to do so at Leaders’ Ques-
tions on 15 May 2018. [14868/19]

02/04/2019WRN03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have been advised that the Taoiseach wrote 
directly to the Deputy on 30 May 2018 in relation to the points raised by her during Leaders 
Questions on 15 May 2018, which included detailed briefing provided by my Department.    

As the Deputy is aware, the issue referred to in her question is the subject of ongoing litiga-
tion where the plaintiffs allege personal injury in which they claim the development of narco-
lepsy resulted from the administration of the H1N1 pandemic vaccine.  These cases transferred 
to the State Claims Agency on 15 October 2013 when the Taoiseach signed the National Trea-
sury Management Agency (Delegation of Claims Management Functions) (Amendment) Order 
2013.  It would not be appropriate for me as Minister for Health to interfere in the management 
of these claims which are delegated to the State Claims Agency.  

The Discovery process is being actively case managed by a Judge of the High Court.  There 
have been several High Court Motion hearings to date.  The matter has been listed again before 
the High Court in October 2019 where a test case will be raised by the plaintiff.  The Depart-
ment of Health and the HSE continue to comply with all Orders made by the Courts and at no 
stage has the State failed to comply with a Discovery Order of the High Court.
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02/04/2019WRN03500Legislative Measures

02/04/2019WRN03600243. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when the legislation to deal with 
the low-cost selling of alcohol will be enacted. [15259/19]

02/04/2019WRN03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Public Health (Alcohol) Bill was en-
acted in October 2018.  In November I commenced 23 of the 31 Sections of the Act.

I am continuing to progress the remaining sections of the Act and will seek a revised Gov-
ernment Decision to implement the Minimum Unit Pricing provision, which addresses low-cost 
selling of alcohol once there is more certainty in relation to the exit of the United Kingdom from 
the European Union and its impacts.

02/04/2019WRN03800State Claims Agency Data

02/04/2019WRN03900244. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number and value of 
claims paid out by the State Claims Agency in 2017 and 2018 in relation to medical negligence 
cases; the top ten individual payouts in 2018; the claims in this regard, for example, late cancer 
diagnosis or misdiagnosis or negligence at delivery of a new baby; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15322/19]

02/04/2019WRN04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The State Claims Agency has a statutory 
remit to manage personal injury claims, including claims in respect of clinical negligence, on 
behalf of Delegated State Authorities (DSA’s) including the Health Service Executive.  

The specific details relating to the Deputy’s question have been provided to me by the State 
Claims Agency and are set out in the report in the following link.  I have been informed by the 
State Claims Agency that the information contained in this report has been extracted from the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS). Medical negligence claims are identified on 
NIMS through the Incident/Hazard Category of Clinical Care.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/4BFA2979A4BA9566802583D00
061020F/$File/ATTN4L3L.pdf?openelement”>State Claims Agency</a>]

02/04/2019WRN04100State Claims Agency Data

02/04/2019WRN04200245. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of claims on 
hand by the State Claims Agency in relation to late diagnosis and missed diagnosis in relation 
to failings in the cervical cancer screening programme; the number of cases settled; the amount 
paid out in claims to date; and the legal costs of the cases. [15324/19]

02/04/2019WRN04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The management of clinical negligence 
claims arising from the diagnosis, treatment and care of patients in public healthcare enterprises 
is delegated to the State Claims Agency which has a statutory mandate to investigate and man-
age these cases to completion.  The information requested by the Deputy is not readily avail-
able.  However, I have asked the State Claims Agency to provide this, and I understand that it 
will be collated shortly. I will respond directly to the Deputy on receipt of this.

02/04/2019WRN04400General Practitioner Contracts



Questions - Written Answers

132

02/04/2019WRN04500246. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the new and revised general 
practitioner contract will recognise and resource general practitioners to meet the regulatory 
requirements, obligations and the duties of them to meet the general practitioner care needs of 
nursing home residents. [15542/19]

02/04/2019WRN04600365. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if the new and revised general 
practitioner contract will recognise and resource general practitioners to meet regulatory re-
quirements, obligations and the duties to meeting the general practitioner care needs of nursing 
home residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15503/19]

02/04/2019WRN04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 246 and 
365 together.

GPs contracted by the HSE under the GMS scheme are obliged to provide services to their 
medical card and GP visit card patients, including those who are resident in nursing homes.  
GPs are remunerated for these services primarily on a capitation basis, with a range of addi-
tional support payments and fees for specific items of service.  An annual capitation payment 
of €434.15 is payable in respect of each GMS patient over 70 years of age residing in a private 
nursing home approved by the HSE for periods in excess of 5 weeks. 

There are no plans at present to introduce a new contract specifically for the provision of 
general practitioner services to nursing homes.  However, the Deputy will be aware of the talks 
which are currently underway with GP representatives in relation to the reform of the current 
GMS contract.  The focus of these talks is on developing a range of modernisation, reform and 
sustainability measures and the development of a chronic disease management programme for 
GMS and GP visit card patients. 

Agreement on the delivery of service improvements and contractual reform would provide 
substantial benefits for patients and facilitate a very significant increase in the resourcing of 
general practice on a multi-annual basis.

02/04/2019WRN04800Services for People with Disabilities

02/04/2019WRN04900247. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the impact of a lack of funding for Cork Kerry Community Healthcare and that the known level 
of need exceeds the funding available resulting in a failure to meet the long-term needs of a 
number of persons that require residential services; his plans to address the funding shortfall; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14753/19]

02/04/2019WRN05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRN05100HSE Properties
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02/04/2019WRN05200248. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the provisions being made for 
a graveyard on a site (details supplied); if it will be part of the sale in process; if these sacred 
grounds will be preserved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14761/19]

02/04/2019WRN05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of the healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to you in relation to this matter.

02/04/2019WRN05400HSE Agency Staff

02/04/2019WRN05500249. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if section 39 funding will be re-
stored to a group (details supplied). [14762/19]

02/04/2019WRN05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRN05700Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRN05800250. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied). [14765/19]

02/04/2019WRN05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRO00200Home Help Service Eligibility

02/04/2019WRO00300251. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if home help will be sanctioned in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14767/19]

02/04/2019WRO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly) (Deputy Jim Daly): 
As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

02/04/2019WRO00500Hospital Services
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02/04/2019WRO00600252. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason the podiatry de-
partment in University Hospital Kerry, UHK, was closed (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [14777/19]

02/04/2019WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris) (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

02/04/2019WRO00800Hospital Appointments Status

253. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an ENT appointment will 
be scheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14786/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRO01100Hospital Appointments Status

254. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14787/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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02/04/2019WRO01400Respite Care Services Provision

255. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if extended respite can be 
facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14791/19]

02/04/2019WRO01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRO01700Medical Card Expenditure

02/04/2019WRO01800256. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in 2019 
of the 10% increase across all general practitioner visit card weekly income thresholds; and the 
estimated full year cost of same.  [14796/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Budget 2019 provided for a 10% increase 
across all GP Visit Card weekly income thresholds. The minimum increase to be applied will 
be €25. 

The cost of this measure will be dependent on a number of factors, including the number 
of additional applications made to the HSE, the timescale within which these are made and the 
number of applicants who are found to qualify for this benefit. Funding of €18 million in respect 
of the measure has been included in the HSE’s allocation for 2019. 

The revised GP Visit Card weekly income thresholds will come into effect from April 1st, 
2019. 

02/04/2019WRO02000Drugs Payment Scheme Expenditure

02/04/2019WRO02100257. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in 2019 of 
the €10 reduction in the monthly drugs payment scheme threshold from €134 to €124; and the 
estimated full year cost of same.  [14797/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The cost of reducing the Drugs Payment 
Scheme monthly threshold by €10 from €134 to €124 is estimated at €4.3 m in 2019. 

The full year cost of this measure is estimated at €5.7 m.

02/04/2019WRO02300Prescriptions Charges

02/04/2019WRO02400258. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in 2019 of 
the reduction in prescription charges from €2 to €1.50 for all medical card holders over 70 years 
of age; and the estimated full year cost of same.  [14798/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The cost of reducing the prescription charge 
to €1.50, subject to a monthly cap of €15, for all medical card holders over the age of 70 is 
estimated at €8 m in 2019. 

The full year cost of this measure is estimated at €12 m. 
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02/04/2019WRO02600Services for People with Disabilities

259. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of respite care, oc-
cupational therapy, home support and speech and language therapy appointments for a person 
(detailed supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14802/19]

02/04/2019WRO02800Minister of State at the Department of Health  (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRO02900Medical Conditions

260. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health when plans for the treatment of 
patients with lymphoedema will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14806/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A Lymphoedema/Lipoedema Working 
Group was established by the HSE with the aim of developing a national integrated model of 
care for the prevention, assessment and treatment of lymphoedema/lipoedema in accordance 
with evidence-based practice.  

I am advised that the Working Group has completed its report, outlining a Model of Care 
for Lymphoedema and Lipoedema. The report is expected to be considered by HSE Leadership 
soon.  Following this, the recommendations arising from the report will be considered by my 
Department. 

02/04/2019WRO03200Services for People with Disabilities

261. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a permanent transport solu-
tion will be provided for a person (details supplied) to and form a day care service which is vital 
for the well-being and health of the person; if a budgetary allowance will be provided to the 
HSE to provide this service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14819/19]

02/04/2019WRO03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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02/04/2019WRO03500Hospitals Data

02/04/2019WRO03600262. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 724, reference No.1262/19, of 15 January 2019, when a reply will issue from the HSE.  
[14823/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The development of an in-patient unit with 
20 single ensuite rooms for cystic fibrosis patients at Beaumont Hospital is a priority for Gov-
ernment and there is commitment to progress it in the Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment. 

The new cystic fibrosis in-patient unit at Beaumont Hospital is being developed in accor-
dance with a model of care which sets out standards and requirements for the physical and hu-
man resources to be provided for treatment of cystic fibrosis patients. 

I understand that Beaumont Hospital was granted planning permission for the development 
very recently. 

My Department and the Health Service Executive are currently engaged in a process to 
finalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that 
can progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of 
large national capital projects currently underway and the cashflow requirements attaching to 
each project. 

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for 
consideration. 

02/04/2019WRO03800Hospital Appointments Status

263. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied); the timeframe for the hip replacement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14824/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRO04100Hospital Appointments Status

264. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 



Questions - Written Answers

138

a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14825/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRO04400Pharmacy Regulations

265. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health his plans to reject calls by an or-
ganisation (details supplied) to define a temporary absence of a pharmacist in view of the way 
in which this will affect trained pharmaceutical assistants; if he will investigate the damage 
this would cause to pharmacists in further view of the high number of trained pharmaceutical 
assistants working in the pharmacy network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14826/19]

02/04/2019WRO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) 
Rules 2019 were developed by the PSI in accordance with Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 
2007, which also permits the Council to make rules as to: 

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and 

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On 8 March 2019, the PSI submitted the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary 
Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2019 to me for my consent, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Pharmacy Act 2007. 

Under the Pharmacy Act 2007, my role in relation to this process is limited to the consider-
ation of any such Rules once submitted for my consent.

As the Rules submitted to me are currently subject to legal challenge and I am a party to the 
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proceedings I will not be commenting further on the matter.  

02/04/2019WRO04700Services for People with Disabilities

266. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the supports in place for the par-
ents of child with dyspraxia in an area (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14864/19]

02/04/2019WRO04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath) (Deputy Fin-
ian McGrath): The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people 
with disabilities which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater indepen-
dence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports re-
quired to meet their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme 
for Partnership Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and 
improving the quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRO05000Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

267. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health his plans to upgrade the oncol-
ogy department at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14870/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

02/04/2019WRO05300Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

268. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the progress regarding the provi-
sion of an aseptic compounding laboratory at University Hospital Kerry to assist the work of the 
oncology department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14873/19]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

02/04/2019WRO05600Healthcare Policy

02/04/2019WRO05700269. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the relationship between his 
Department and the HSE; the way in which the two organisations are linked; if he will provide a 
chart to outline the structure of the interrelationship; the level at which contact from his Depart-
ment is channelled to and from the HSE; the way in which the structure through which infor-
mation is passed from the HSE to his Department and vice versa; the way in which he receives 
accurate information from the front-line service providers within the HSE in terms of statistics, 
practices, feedback and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14877/19]
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02/04/2019WRO05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The current relationship between my De-
partment and the HSE is set out in the Health Act 2004.  Under this Act, the HSE Directorate 
is accountable to the Minister for Health for the performance of its functions.  The Director 
General must account to the Minister for Health, via the Secretary General of my Department, 
for the performance of the Directorate’s functions.  The Act states that the Minister for Health 
determines the annual expenditure for the HSE and the Executive submits its Corporate Plan 
and Service Plans to the Minister for Health for approval.   

Engagement between my Department and the HSE is multifaceted and takes place at many 
levels within both organisations.  There is regular and on-going contact between Divisions and 
Line Units in my Department and their counterparts within the HSE in relation to the provi-
sion of services, the development and implementation of health policy and legislation, reform 
and other health initiatives.  This on-going engagement results in multiple information flows 
between my Department, the HSE and other stakeholders. 

In addition to these engagements, a monthly performance management process is in place 
to provide Departmental oversight of the performance of the HSE in the delivery of the services 
set out in its annual National Service Plans.  Performance against the Key Performance Indica-
tors set out in these Plans is tracked and monitored by both the HSE itself and my Department 
through monthly performance reports (specifically Performance Profiles and Management Data 
Reports) which are produced by the HSE and submitted to my Department.  These reports are 
subsequently published by the HSE on a quarterly basis.  As part of the performance manage-
ment process, monthly high-level meetings between my Department’s Management Board and 
HSE senior management are held to discuss on-going or emerging performance issues and to 
determine actions to resolve and improve areas of concern.

02/04/2019WRP00200Services for People with Disabilities

02/04/2019WRP00300270. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if the HSE early years interven-
tion services in Bray, County Wicklow are being moved from Bray health centre to Wicklow 
primary care centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14878/19]

02/04/2019WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRP00500Mental Health Services

02/04/2019WRP00600271. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health if approval will 
be given to affirming the role of art therapist as a designated post within community mental 
health teams in the context of section 9.2 of the national policy of A Vision for Change; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14893/19]

02/04/2019WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Oversight 
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Group is currently in the process of finalising the revised National Mental Health Policy ‘A 
Vision for Change’. A key focus of the work of this refresh has been to explore opportunities 
for encompassing population-based responses that strengthen individuals’ emotional resilience.  

The revised Vision for Change report will contain recommendations and suggestions 
about the composition and skill mix of each Community Mental Health Team and the flex-
ibility of teams to respond to the social circumstances of it’s sector population. As well as core 
skills there should be opportunities for each team to avail of sessional workers such as addiction 
counsellors, family therapists and art therapists as required. 

The final revised report is due to be finalised in the coming weeks. 

02/04/2019WRP00800Health Services Staff Recruitment

02/04/2019WRP00900272. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in hiring 
the necessary personnel at a healthcare centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14898/19]

02/04/2019WRP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/04/2019WRP01100Services for People with Disabilities

02/04/2019WRP01200273. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the extra adult residential plac-
es that have been provided for adults with physical or intellectual disabilities each year since 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14899/19]

02/04/2019WRP01300274. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health his plans regarding the waiting 
lists for adults with disabilities trying to access long-term residential care; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14900/19]

02/04/2019WRP01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 273 and 274 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRP01600Hospital Beds Data

02/04/2019WRP01700275. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the extra bed capacity provided 
in Cork city and county since 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14904/19]
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02/04/2019WRP01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is recognised that hospitals are increas-
ingly operating at or above capacity, with year-round demand pressures that are further chal-
lenged over the winter months.

It is against this background that the Health Service Capacity Review 2018 recommended 
an increase in acute hospital beds of over 2,600 by 2031 to support the projected increase in 
demand for services in the years ahead. The National Development Plan provides for the full 
2,600 beds over its lifetime.

The HSE has provided my Department with the average number of inpatient beds and day 
beds/places in the South/South West Hospital Group, between 2014 and 2018. It is outlined in 
the following table. 

Over the past 18 months, an additional 241 beds have opened, which included 30 acute beds 
in Cork University Hospital.

In line with the Sláintecare Action Plan, a capacity programme for 2019 has been agreed. 
This includes 5 additional acute beds in Cork University Hospital under the 2018/19 Winter 
Plan, which have now opened, and a further 4 high dependency unit beds to open in early 2019. 
In addition, the National Service Plan 2019 provides for the preparation of 202 additional beds, 
to be operational in Q1 2020, including 3 inpatient beds in Mercy University Hospital and 8 
inpatient beds in Cork University Hospital.

Average number of inpatient and day beds/ places in the South South West Hospital Group 
from 2014 to 2018

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Site Inpatient Day 

bed/
place

Inpatient Day 
bed/
place

Inpatient Day 
bed/
place

Inpatient Day 
bed/
place

Inpatient Day 
bed/
place

Bantry 
General 
Hospital

50 10 49 10 50 9 50 9 50 9

Cork 
University 
Hospital

526 98 523 97 731 94 748 82 800 108

Cork 
University 
Maternity 
Hospital

185 - 185 - - - - - - -

Lourdes 
Ortho-
paedic 
Hospital 
Kilcreene

28 - 28 - 30 - 29 - 18 -

Mallow 
General 
Hospital

54 10 54 10 54 10 54 10 54 10

Mercy 
University 
Hospital

204 51 199 55 198 55 194 51 198 51

South 
Infirmary 
Victoria 
University 
Hospital

116 37 117 37 116 37 107 37 105 37
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2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Site Inpatient Day 

bed/
place

Inpatient Day 
bed/
place

Inpatient Day 
bed/
place

Inpatient Day 
bed/
place

Inpatient Day 
bed/
place

South 
Tipperary 
General 
Hospital

166 25 167 25 167 24 169 24 178 21

St. Marys 
Hospital 
- Gurrane-
braher

- - - - - - - - - -

UH Kerry 225 43 225 43 228 56 228 56 253 64
UH Wa-
terford

431 93 432 98 391 115 392 106 404 118

South/
South 
West 
Hospital 
Group

1,985 367 1,979 375 1,965 400 1,971 375 2,060 418

*Source: HSE, Acute BIU

02/04/2019WRP01900Medicinal Products

02/04/2019WRP02000276. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health his views on reports that 
almost all the available funding allocated to the HSE for new medicines in 2019 has already 
been used; the steps he is taking to address inflated prices for lifesaving new drugs from major 
drug companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14910/19]

02/04/2019WRP02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
overall health of Irish patients. Securing access to new and innovative medicines in a timely 
manner is a key objective of the Government of Ireland. However, the challenge is delivering 
on this objective in an affordable and sustainable way.  

To date in 2019, 17 new medicines and 3 new uses of existing medicines have been ap-
proved by the HSE (at an additional cost of approximately €150m over five years).  

The HSE National Service Plan 2019 includes a provision of €10m for new drugs enabled 
by an “invest to save” programme.  In accordance with the National Service Plan, the HSE is 
committed to the introduction of cost reduction measures to create the financial headroom, for 
new drugs in 2019.   To assist the HSE in creating this financial headroom, the National Service 
Plan 2019 includes a provision of €3m for the establishment of a HSE dedicated pharmaceutical 
value improvement programme, to bring about greater efficiencies in medicines management 
and to promote changes in prescribing behaviour in favour of more clinically efficient and cost-
effective products in both community and hospital settings. 

These new measures are expected to complement existing cost control initiatives which are 
being undertaken by the HSE under the auspices of the Medicines Management Programme. 
Among the initiatives already being pursued are improvement in practices for the procurement 
of drugs in hospitals and the designation of preferred products, with a focus on high cost pre-
scribing areas. 

The HSE is also strengthening its pharmacy resourcing capacity in order to target particular 
areas, such as biosimilars. To date substantial progress has been achieved in increasingly bi-
osimilar prescribing rates in acute hospitals. For example the prescribing rate for the biosimilar 
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drug infliximab has increased from 5% in 2017 to 40% in 2018. The biosimilar drug rituximab 
became available in July 2017 and the dispensing rate has already increased to 25%. The HSE 
is working on identifying barriers to the prescribing of biosimilars with a specific focus on 
education and supports. It is seeking to increase understanding of biosimilars through targeted 
presentations to clinicians and hospitals. 

The Department of Health proposes to build on these positive developments and to bring 
forward a National Biosimilar Medicines Policy statement that would support and complement 
the many initiatives which are already underway.

In spite of significant progress on drug costs achieved from reference pricing and the price 
reductions under the IPHA Agreement, the Health Service is still facing significant challenges 
in relation to the affordability of medicines – mainly related to the emergence of increasing 
numbers of very expensive products, particularly in the high-tech medicines area.  

In that regard,  I and officials have been engaging over the past number of years, with a 
number of voluntary EU forums.  In June 2018, I signed the Beneluxa Initiative on Pharmaceu-
tical Policy. This Agreement is in line with my objective to work with other European countries 
to identify workable solutions, in an increasingly challenging environment, to secure timely 
access for patients to new medicines in an affordable and sustainable way.  Members of the 
Beneluxa Initiative will work closely together to identify pragmatic solutions to the challenges 
which we all now face with medicine pricing, sustainability and supply.

02/04/2019WRP02200Transport Support Scheme

02/04/2019WRP02300277. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the transport support 
scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14911/19]

02/04/2019WRP02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013. 

My colleague, the Minister for Health and I brought a Memorandum to Government in May 
2018 on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Following  consideration of 
the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at the time. I 
intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discussions 
at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris on the best 
way to progress the Transport Scheme.  

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place. This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.
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02/04/2019WRP02500Health Services Staff

02/04/2019WRP02600278. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he has examined the 
Health Sector National Staff Survey 2016 and National Ambulance Services Report January 
2017 carried out by a company (details supplied); if so, if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that 31% of respondents claimed discrimination in relation to their trade union activity; and 
the action taken to rectify this situation.  [14913/19]

02/04/2019WRP02700279. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that 48% of respondents claimed to have experienced bullying and or harass-
ment in the service within the previous two years of the Health Sector National Staff Survey 
2016 and National Ambulance Services Report January 2017 being carried out; and the action 
he has taken to date to rectify the situation.  [14914/19]

02/04/2019WRP02800280. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that 68% of respondents claimed to have witnessed bullying and or harass-
ment in the service within the previous two years of the Health Sector National Staff Survey 
2016 and National Ambulance Services Report January 2017 being carried out; and the action 
he has taken to date to rectify the situation.  [14915/19]

02/04/2019WRP02900281. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his views on whether 
there may be a culture of bullying and-or harassment within the National Ambulance Service.  
[14916/19]

02/04/2019WRP03000282. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that 
only 4% of staff have confidence in senior management within the National Ambulance Ser-
vice.  [14918/19]

02/04/2019WRP03100283. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the action he plans to take in 
relation to the fact that only 5% of staff agree that communication between senior management 
and staff is effective in the National Ambulance Service.  [14919/19]

02/04/2019WRP03200284. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the actions taken by the Na-
tional Ambulance Service in relation to the finding in the national staff survey that only 3% of 
staff agree that senior managers act on staff feedback.  [14920/19]

02/04/2019WRP03300285. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the contents of the 2018 survey carried out by a company (details sup-
plied) in relation to the National Ambulance Service has yet to be released to all staff; and if his 
attention has been further drawn to its content.  [14921/19]

02/04/2019WRP03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 278 to 285, 
inclusive, together.

The Deputy has raised a number of issues in relation to Health Sector National Staff Sur-
veys which were carried out in 2016 and 2018.  The purpose of these surveys was to measure 
employee sentiment and engagement within the publicly funded Health Sector.

As with all surveys, they raised a number of both positive and negative results.  These re-
sults have prompted the National Ambulance Service to take a range of measures to address the 
areas where improvements could be made.  

There are a number of ongoing programmes and initiatives being undertaken and supported 
by the National Ambulance Service.  For example, a number of NAS managers across the 
country have undertaken Leadership Development Programmes including Continuous Quality 
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Improvement courses.

Staff Health & Wellbeing initiatives and programmes are ongoing in the NAS as part of 
Healthy Ireland including significant focus on staff health initiatives such as mental wellbeing, 
physical activity, health checks and improving the workplace environment.  The NAS is also 
developing anti bullying work place initiatives in line with the Positive Workplace Programme 
and bespoke sessions for the NAS are currently in development.

02/04/2019WRP04200Services for People with Disabilities

02/04/2019WRP04300286. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided 
for the long-term appropriate care of a person (details supplied); if the person will be discharged 
into the care of an organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14925/19]

02/04/2019WRP04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRP04500Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

02/04/2019WRP04600287. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an immediate long-term 
care plan will be put in place through CAMHS Kilkenny for a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14926/19]

02/04/2019WRP04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRP04800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

02/04/2019WRP04900288. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the status of progress in relation 
to the new child and adolescent mental health services centre in south County Wexford; the 
eTender details for the project; the proposed date for the opening of the centre; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14935/19]

02/04/2019WRP05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRQ00200Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Provision

02/04/2019WRQ00300289. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health when he plans to invest in a prom-
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ised service in County Longford as per 2019 Estimates (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14937/19]

02/04/2019WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

In relation to the development of neuro-rehabilitation facilities, the National Neuro-Re-
habilitation Policy & Strategy Implementation Framework 2019-2021 was published by the 
Health Service Executive ( HSE )on 20 February 2019 and this will guide the roll-out and 
implementation of the national Neuro-Rehabilitation strategy in the years to come. Discussions 
are ongoing on the identification of the funding required to implement the framework.

The HSE has advised my Department that a business case for an acquired brain injury unit 
in Longford was prepared by HSE Disability Services in April 2016 and escalated for consid-
eration. No funding is available in the Service Plan for 2019 to proceed with the project at this 
point.

02/04/2019WRQ00500Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

02/04/2019WRQ00600290. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting list for six, nine, 12, 18, 24 and more than 36 months, respectively, for primary care 
child psychology services, by county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14942/19]

02/04/2019WRQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

02/04/2019WRQ00800Hospital Waiting Lists

02/04/2019WRQ00900291. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a hip replacement surgery 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14943/19]

02/04/2019WRQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRQ01100Health Services Access

02/04/2019WRQ01200292. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be admitted for treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14944/19]

02/04/2019WRQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRQ01400Health Services

02/04/2019WRQ01500293. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the plans of the HSE to relocate 
a person (details supplied) to alternative sheltered supervised accommodation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14947/19]

02/04/2019WRQ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRQ01700Hospital Consultant Recruitment

02/04/2019WRQ01800294. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if funding is still in place for the 
provision of additional cardiology posts at University Hospital Kerry; if this funding has been 
ring-fenced (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14958/19]

02/04/2019WRQ01900296. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of the appointment of 
two additional cardiologists for University Hospital Kerry and Cork University Hospital; the 
progress made since June 2018 to progress this (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14960/19]

02/04/2019WRQ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 294 and 
296 together.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that the South/South West Hospital Group has confirmed 
that funding is in place for both posts, which are currently awaiting approval by the HSE’s Con-
sultant Appointment Advisory Committee. The South/South West Hospital Group has advised 
that, once approved, the advertisement of these posts can commence immediately.

02/04/2019WRQ02100Home Care Packages Provision

02/04/2019WRQ02200295. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be awarded a home care package; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14959/19]

02/04/2019WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
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plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 296 answered with Question No. 294.

02/04/2019WRQ02500Medicinal Products Supply

02/04/2019WRQ02600297. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the decision not 
to make Spinraza available to patients here now that a 28-day period has passed which allowed 
the drug company time to respond to the initial State decision and-or provide further informa-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14961/19]

02/04/2019WRQ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of 
medicines.  The Minister for Health has no role or powers in relation to such matters.

Following detailed consideration of an application for the reimbursement of Spinraza and 
lengthy engagement with the company, the HSE recently decided that it was unable to reimburse 
Spinraza. The HSE concluded that the evidence for clinical effectiveness was still quite limited 
and that the price proposed by the manufacturer was not a cost-effective use of resources.

On the 21 February the HSE wrote to the company informing them of the HSE’s proposal 
to refuse reimbursement of Spinraza at the current price offering. Under the terms of the Health 
(Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 the company had 28 days to come back to the 
HSE with a new proposal.

I am advised by the HSE that the manufacturer, Biogen has been in contact with the HSE 
and has notified them that it intends to submit full and final representations, which will be care-
fully considered by the HSE.

To facilitate Biogen’s request,  the period for representations was temporarily extended to 
enable the company to submit their representations. This is in line with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.   

02/04/2019WRQ02800HSE Properties

02/04/2019WRQ02900298. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when the roof of a centre (details 
supplied) will be repaired; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14962/19]

02/04/2019WRQ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

02/04/2019WRQ03100National Children’s Hospital Status

02/04/2019WRQ03200299. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the status of information 
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technology and associated fit-out plans for the new national children’s hospital; the costs and 
configuration involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14971/19]

02/04/2019WRQ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and equip-
ping the new children’s hospital and outpatient and urgent care centres. 

Investment in ICT and the Electronic Health Record will be funded through the ICT capital 
programme. The allocation for ICT in the new children’s hospital is €97 million and the EHR 
allocation stands at €52 million, as per the Memo for Government in December 2018 and these 
costs are based on market soundings. Procurements to deliver the ICT and EHR have not yet 
commenced and it is expected that successful contractors will work within the allocated budget. 

In light of the concerns over the cost escalation associated with the finalisation of the Guar-
anteed Maximum Price (GMP) process in November 2018, the Government also approved the 
commissioning of an independent review of the escalation in cost at the same time. As part of 
its Terms of Reference, the review will comment on the major residual risks and the robustness/
completeness of the current forecasts. 

02/04/2019WRQ03400Hospital Waiting Lists

02/04/2019WRQ03500300. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork will be called for treatment.  [14973/19]

02/04/2019WRQ03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRQ03700Cannabis for Medicinal Use

02/04/2019WRQ03800301. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if there are several medicinal can-
nabis licence holders who avail of a third party to collect and deliver their prescription to the 
licensed home address of the holder; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14975/19]

02/04/2019WRQ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is open to a registered medical practitioner 
to apply for a Ministerial Licence under the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977 to 2016.  Such a licence, 
if granted, enables them to legally prescribe the Schedule 1 controlled drug - cannabis - for a 
named patient. 

Until acceptable medical cannabis products are available for use in Ireland, patients who are 
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the subject of a licence are obtaining their cannabis products from a pharmacy in the Hague on 
foot of a valid prescription. 

Under Netherlands government policy, cannabis oil products are not permitted to be com-
mercially exported from the Netherlands, therefore anyone who is prescribed these products 
must travel to the Hague to obtain them. 

Licence holders can nominate a representative to collect their prescribed cannabis product 
on their behalf, for example, a patient’s legal guardian or another person acting on their behalf 
may to collect the prescribed medical cannabis product, if the patient is not in a position to 
do this personally. The licence holder must provide the details of the nominated person col-
lecting the prescribed product at the time of applying for a Ministerial licence. That person 
will be named on the licence for this purpose.

I am aware that a number of patients who are the subject of a Ministerial licence have 
personally nominated a representative to collect their prescriptions from the pharmacy in the 
Hague on their behalf. Such arrangements are a personal matter for any patient to pursue.  

Notwithstanding the above, it should be noted that the Irish Customs and Revenue Authori-
ties have the final say in all such matters. 

02/04/2019WRQ04000Services for People with Disabilities

02/04/2019WRQ04100302. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if there has been progress 
in implementing the plan for effective participation in decision-making for persons with dis-
abilities, launched in September 2018 under the Transforming Lives programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14988/19]

02/04/2019WRQ04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRQ04300Mobility Allowance Review

02/04/2019WRQ04400303. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of a new scheme 
to replace the mobility allowance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14990/19]

02/04/2019WRQ04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013. 

My colleague, the Minister for Health and I brought a Memorandum to Government in May 
2018 on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme.  Following  consideration of 
the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda at the time. I 
intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the discussions 
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at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris on the best 
way to progress the Transport Scheme.  

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place. This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

02/04/2019WRQ04600Medical Card Reviews

02/04/2019WRQ04700304. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if medical cards will cover 
the cost of batteries for hearing aids; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14992/19]

02/04/2019WRQ04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRQ04900Medical Card Drugs Availability

02/04/2019WRQ05000305. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the medical cards of per-
sons (details supplied) will cover the cost of batteries for hearing aids; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14995/19]

02/04/2019WRQ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRQ05200Hospital Waiting Lists

02/04/2019WRQ05300306. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if an outpatient clinic appoint-
ment will be arranged for a person (details supplied) in County Cork.  [14998/19]

02/04/2019WRQ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
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uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRQ05500Hospital Waiting Lists

02/04/2019WRQ05600307. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15004/19]

02/04/2019WRQ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRR00200Medical Card Eligibility

02/04/2019WRR00300308. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason a recent medical 
card was withdrawn in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15005/19]

02/04/2019WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRR00500Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRR00600309. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Cork will be called for an outpatient clinic appointment. [15018/19]

02/04/2019WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
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national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRR00800Respite Care Services Availability

02/04/2019WRR00900310. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if respite care will be made 
available to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [15020/19]

02/04/2019WRR01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRR01100Hospital Facilities

02/04/2019WRR01200311. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to establish a 
minor injuries unit at a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15026/19]

02/04/2019WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRR01400Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

02/04/2019WRR01500312. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the length of time a child 
(details supplied) can remain on the waiting list to be called for orthodontic assessment; if the 
child will remain on the waiting list once they have started secondary school; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15033/19]

02/04/2019WRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRR01700Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRR01800313. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15034/19]

02/04/2019WRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
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uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRR02000Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRR02100314. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) can 
be called for specific treatment at the earliest date possible. [15066/19]

02/04/2019WRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRR02300Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRR02400315. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15071/19]

02/04/2019WRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRR02600Hospital Staff Recruitment

02/04/2019WRR02700316. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the efforts being made to 
increase the number of multiple sclerosis specialist nurses and neurologists here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15088/19]

02/04/2019WRR02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

02/04/2019WRR02900Medical Aids and Appliances Applications
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02/04/2019WRR03000317. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of HSE equip-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15089/19]

02/04/2019WRR03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRR03200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

02/04/2019WRR03300318. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the current waiting 
list for CAMHS services for an area (details supplied); the average waiting time; and his plans 
to address this. [15131/19]

02/04/2019WRR03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRR03500Services for People with Disabilities

02/04/2019WRR03600319. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason the travel pass is 
excluded from the HSE LocalLink bus service bringing disabled persons to their day centres 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15134/19]

02/04/2019WRR03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRR03800Ambulance Service Response Times

02/04/2019WRR03900320. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if targets are being met regarding 
ambulance call out times in an area (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15141/19]

02/04/2019WRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

02/04/2019WRR04100Hospitals Capital Programme

02/04/2019WRR04200321. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the reason contracts for the 
provision of modular theatres at Merlin Park Hospital, Galway could not be executed; when it 
was established that the contracts could not be executed; when this tender process was begun; 
the costs incurred from the initiation of the tender process to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15174/19]
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02/04/2019WRR04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly. 

02/04/2019WRR04400Hospitals Capital Programme

02/04/2019WRR04500322. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the revised 
procurement strategy in relation to the provision of modular theatres for Merlin Park Hospital, 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15175/19]

02/04/2019WRR04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly. 

02/04/2019WRR04700Hospitals Capital Programme

02/04/2019WRR04800323. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health when it is expected that the 
modular theatres will be in situ and functioning at Merlin Park Hospital, Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [15176/19]

02/04/2019WRR04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly. 

02/04/2019WRR05000Hospitals Capital Programme

02/04/2019WRR05100324. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the engagement he has had 
with the Saolta University Health Care Group and the HSE in relation to the ongoing failure to 
provide operating theatres at Merlin Park Hospital, Galway since the closure in September 2017 
of two operating theatres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15177/19]

02/04/2019WRR05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials from my Department have ongoing 
engagement with Saolta University Health Care Group and the HSE in relation to a range of 
issues including  the tender process for the provision of 2 modular theatres for Orthopaedics on 
the Merlin Park University Hospital site.

Saolta University Health Care Group advise that they are working towards restoring the full 
elective orthopaedic service as quickly as possible. 

02/04/2019WRR05300Home Help Service Eligibility

02/04/2019WRR05400325. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive a home help assistant; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15180/19]

02/04/2019WRR05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRR05600Home Help Service Provision
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02/04/2019WRR05700326. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if additional funding can be 
made available to County Donegal to employ home help assistants to alleviate waiting times; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15181/19]

02/04/2019WRR05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRS00200Home Care Packages Data

02/04/2019WRS00300327. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of applications that 
have been approved for the homecare package but are yet to receive allocated home help assis-
tants in County Donegal since 1 January 2019, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15182/19]

02/04/2019WRS00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRS00500Disability Services Funding

02/04/2019WRS00600328. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health the details of a recent grant of 
€60,000 provided to an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15222/19]

02/04/2019WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): A commit-
ment of €60,000 additional funding is being provided to IDS under a cross-departmental initia-
tive.

The funding is a once-off grant for the purpose of developing a Business Plan and imple-
mentation strategy setting out a clear and detailed pathway to financial sustainability. Pobal are 
assisting in the oversight of the additional funds and related activities. 

02/04/2019WRS00800Respite Care Services Provision

02/04/2019WRS00900329. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his plans for the need for re-
spite services for adults with intellectual disability (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15225/19]

02/04/2019WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  
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As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRS01100HSE Properties

02/04/2019WRS01200330. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if social work offices in Finglas, 
Dublin 11 are to be relocated to a premises on the North Circular Road. [15226/19]

02/04/2019WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRS01400Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRS01500331. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) can 
expect a required procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15237/19]

02/04/2019WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRS01700Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRS01800332. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) can 
expect an appointment for consultation following general practitioner referral; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15238/19]

02/04/2019WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
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are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRS02000Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRS02100333. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when a procedure will take place 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15239/19]

02/04/2019WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRS02300Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRS02400334. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment in Letterkenny University Hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15246/19]

02/04/2019WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRS02600Hospital Facilities
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02/04/2019WRS02700335. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the provision 
of a cardiac catheterisation laboratory at Sligo University Hospital to cover the north-west re-
gion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15249/19]

02/04/2019WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Review of Specialist Cardiac 
Services is ongoing and it is expected that the work will be completed by the end of June 2019.

The aim of the Review is to achieve the optimal patient outcomes at population level with 
particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustainability of the services that patients receive 
by establishing the need for an optimal configuration of a national adult cardiac service. 

As set out in the National Development Plan 2018-2027, investment in cardiac catheterisa-
tion laboratories and other cardiac services infrastructure nationally will be informed by the 
outcome of the National Review.

02/04/2019WRS02900Registration of Nurses

02/04/2019WRS03000336. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is unable to work as a general practice nurse here following an absence from work fol-
lowing illness. [15261/19]

02/04/2019WRS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The maintenance of the register of nurses 
and midwives is a matter for the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI). I have asked 
the NMBI to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to this matter. 

02/04/2019WRS03200Hospital Appointments Delays

02/04/2019WRS03300337. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has been waiting for over four years for an appointment with the pain management clinic 
in Galway University Hospital in view of the fact that he stated in Parliamentary Question No. 
149 of 27 February 2019 that the average waiting time is 246 days; the reason for the discrep-
ancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15276/19]

02/04/2019WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRS03500Vaccination Programme
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02/04/2019WRS03600338. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure an increase 
in the rate of children presenting for the MMR vaccination; his plans to ensure that this is in-
creased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15284/19]

02/04/2019WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service issue, 
I have referred it to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRS03800Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRS03900339. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15291/19]

02/04/2019WRS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRS04100Home Help Service Provision

02/04/2019WRS04200340. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) was awarded home help but will not receive it for three to four months; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15292/19]

02/04/2019WRS04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

02/04/2019WRS04400Medicinal Products Supply

02/04/2019WRS04500341. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 25 of 13 March 2019, the strategy in place to achieve the objective of working towards 
a targeted minimum prescribing rate for biosimilars of 50%; if this is a mandatory target; the 
timeline to achieve the target; if he has engaged with all relevant stakeholders including pre-
scribers, dispensers and suppliers of medicines to achieve the target; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15300/19]

02/04/2019WRS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a clinical and operational matter, I 
have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this issue.
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02/04/2019WRS04700Medicinal Products Prices

02/04/2019WRS04800342. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of times he and or his 
officials have met with the representative body of the generics industry here on the issue of 
medicine pricing in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15301/19]

02/04/2019WRS04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials from my Department met with rep-
resentatives of the Healthcare Enterprise Alliance on 31 May 2016 and Medicines for Ireland 
on 24 August 2017.

I also attended a breakfast meeting organised by the Healthcare Enterprise Alliance on 8 
February 2017 entitled Medicine Spending: Value and Reform for Patients and Our Health 
Service.

02/04/2019WRS05000Medicinal Products Prices

02/04/2019WRS05100343. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the reason no national pricing 
agreement exists with the representative body for the generics industry here; when the last 
agreement expired; his plans to negotiate a new agreement with the industry to drive a more 
competitive medicine market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15302/19]

02/04/2019WRS05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 01 November 2012, a Framework Agree-
ment was signed between the Association of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers of Ireland and the 
Department of Health and the Health Services Executive on the supply terms, conditions and 
prices of generic medicines.  The duration of this agreement was three years from the 01 No-
vember 2012.

The Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 Act provided  for the introduc-
tion of a system of generic substitution and reference pricing, which determines the price for 
generic medicines.

The Framework Agreement on the Supply and Pricing of Medicines between the Irish Phar-
maceutical Healthcare Association and the Department of Health, the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and the Health Service Executive commenced on 01 August 2016 and 
shall continue in force until 31 July 2020.  The Framework Agreement provides a process for 
reference pricing on the introduction of interchangeable medicines.

I am advised that preparatory work for negotiations on the next Framework Agreement will 
commence in the coming months in my Department and in that regard relevant stakeholders 
will be consulted. 

02/04/2019WRS05300Hospitals Funding

02/04/2019WRS05400344. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 296 of 12 March 2019 and the response, the reason the question was referred to 
the hospital; the reason the response did not issue from him as requested (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15313/19]

02/04/2019WRS05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, 
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health and personal social services.  

A parliamentary question can be referred to the HSE for direct reply, when it is considered 
that the question is more appropriate to the HSE, having regard for the differing remits of the 
HSE and Department of Health.  

The planning and management of future health expenditure is considered as part of the 
annual estimates and budgetary process which seeks to balance available funding across all 
service areas to achieve the best possible outcomes for the greatest number of service users 
and prioritise areas of greatest need. Following the service planning process, the annual HSE 
National Service Plan is published, setting out the type and volume of health and social care 
services to be provided in a given year with regard to the funding allocation. 

02/04/2019WRS05600Hospitals Capital Programme

02/04/2019WRS05700345. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the projects included in the 
2019 capital plan submitted to his Department. [15325/19]

02/04/2019WRS05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) is cur-
rently developing its Capital Plan for 2019. My Department and the HSE are currently in dis-
cussion in respect to capital funding in 2019 and subsequent years. My Department is meeting 
the HSE this week on this matter as part of a process of engagement to finalise the HSE Capital 
Plan for 2019. 

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for 
consideration. The Capital Plan, when approved, will determine the projects that can progress 
in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large national 
capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project. 

02/04/2019WRT00200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

02/04/2019WRT00300346. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of women on 
the gynaecology outpatient waiting list; the number awaiting surgery; the length of time each 
woman is waiting by six-monthly intervals; the number of surgeries completed in each year 
since 2007, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15327/19]

02/04/2019WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular queries raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRT00500Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRT00600347. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15330/19]

02/04/2019WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRT00800Hospital Appointments Status

02/04/2019WRT00900348. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15331/19]

02/04/2019WRT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

02/04/2019WRT01100General Practitioner Contracts

02/04/2019WRT01200349. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the status of negotiations on 
the new general practitioner contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15351/19]

02/04/2019WRT01300366. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when it is expected a new 
general practitioner contract will be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15504/19]

02/04/2019WRT01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 349 and 
366 together.

Talks between the State and the IMO on the development of a package of measures and 
reforms to modernise the current GMS contract resumed in October 2018.  

There has been intensive engagement in recent weeks which has resulted in good progress 
being made, however there are a number of issues that remain to be clarified.   

Agreement on the delivery of service improvements and contractual reform would provide 
substantial benefits for patients and facilitate a very significant increase in the resourcing of 
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general practice on a multi-annual basis. 

In line with the long-established approach to such processes, and by agreement of the parties 
concerned, I am not in position to give further details while engagement between the parties is 
under way.

02/04/2019WRT01500Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

02/04/2019WRT01600350. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the care of a person (de-
tails supplied) who re-registered late with the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland will be 
examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15353/19]

02/04/2019WRT01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The maintenance of the register of nurses 
and midwives is a matter for the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI). I have asked 
the NMBI to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to this matter. 

02/04/2019WRT01800Disabilities Assessments

02/04/2019WRT01900351. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the wait-
ing list for an ASD assessment with west Limerick children services; the number of children 
assessed to date in 2019 (details supplied); the expenditure in this area for 2019; his plans to 
bring improvements in the assessment process to reduce the time children have to wait to be 
assessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15375/19]

02/04/2019WRT02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRT02100Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRT02200352. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if his Department has under-
taken procurement processes regarding consultancy agencies, media or otherwise, to assist it 
with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or videos relating to 
departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15391/19]

02/04/2019WRT02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health has not under-
taken procurement in relation to consultancy agencies to assist with formulating policy messag-
ing on social media or videos. The Department produces its policy messaging for social media 
internally. 

Healthy Ireland undertook a procurement process for the development of an overall strategy 
on the use of social media. This was provided by the Digital Training Institute - the cost was 
€7,010. The services provided included:
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1) The development of a Healthy Ireland Social Media Communications Strategy

2) Provision of a workshop on Social Media for local authority staff working on the Healthy 
Cities and Counties project, which promotes comprehensive local strategies for health protec-
tion and sustainable development. 

02/04/2019WRT02400Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRT02500353. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the way in which his Depart-
mental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Government of Ireland social 
media messages; the way in which they are coordinated in each of the policy areas of his De-
partment; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15408/19]

02/04/2019WRT02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health’s social media 
channels have supported the ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’ campaign which includes ‘Gov-
ernment of Ireland’ branding. The Department of the Taoiseach is the lead Department on this 
campaign.  We also share @MerrionStreet messages where applicable to the Department. 

02/04/2019WRT02700Mental Health Services

02/04/2019WRT02800354. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the way in which families are kept 
involved and informed when a family member enters mental health services (details supplied). 
[15423/19]

02/04/2019WRT02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I am aware and ac-
knowledge that patient outcomes tend to be better where families and/or carers are involved in 
the development of the patient’s care and treatment plan.  However, patient confidentiality is 
also important, and some service users do not welcome or consent to this approach and health 
professionals must respect their wishes unless there is an immediate concern of risk to the in-
dividual or others.

Last year, the HSE’s Mental Health Services Division published a very useful document in 
this regard titled the ‘Family, Carer and Supporter Guide’.  One of the reasons for this Guide is 
to highlight the benefits for service users, their families and supporters and service providers of 
dealing with the issue of confidentiality in a constructive manner that can hopefully be helpful 
to all.  The guide acknowledges that a service user’s views can vary at different points in his or 
her care and the HSE recognises that it is important to have conversations with both the service 
user and the family from the start, and continuing throughout the period of care, about the dif-
ferent factors that need to be taken into consideration about sharing information.  This guide is 
available on the mental health service page of the HSE’s website.

In addition to the above, it is also importance to mention the following:

- the Medical Council’s existing Ethical Guide allows a doctor to ethically breach confiden-
tiality if the doctor believes that a patient is at risk of harming himself/herself or others,

- the Expert Group Review of the Mental Health Act 2001 in its 2015 Report recommended 
that there should be greater ‘proactive encouragement for the patient at all stages to involve his/
her family/carer and/or chosen advocate in the admission process and in the development of the 
care and treatment plan with the patient’s consent’,
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- the Mental Health Commission’s ‘Code of Practice on Admission, Transfer and Discharge 
to and from an Approved Centre’ draws particular attention to the need to encourage residents 
in approved centres to involve their families in their care - this is an issue that the Commission 
has also raised with the health professional bodies that they deal with,

- it is expected that family involvement in mental health services and planning will also 
feature in the refreshed Vision for Change Mental Health Policy, which is due to be finalised in 
the coming weeks, and

- I also understand that the College of Psychiatry of Ireland will shortly issue ethical guide-
lines to members which will include some points on the general issue of family members in-
volvement on treatment and care which must be considered in the context of an individual’s 
right to confidentiality.

02/04/2019WRT03000Pharmaceutical Sector

02/04/2019WRT03100355. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to make provision in 
regulations or law to allow pharmaceutical assistants who qualified before 1978 to continue 
working as heretofore; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15424/19]

02/04/2019WRT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) 
Rules 2019 were developed by the PSI in accordance with Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 
2007, which also permits the Council to make rules as to:

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On 08 March 2019, the PSI submitted the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary 
Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2019 to me for my consent, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Pharmacy Act 2007. 

Under the Pharmacy Act 2007, my role in relation to this process is limited to the consider-
ation of any such Rules once submitted for my consent.

As the Rules submitted to me are currently subject to legal challenge and I am a party to the 
proceedings I will not be commenting further on the matter. 

02/04/2019WRT03300Assisted Human Reproduction Legislation

02/04/2019WRT03400356. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide free IVF 
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treatment to those who have a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15427/19]

02/04/2019WRT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In October 2017, the Government approved 
the drafting of a Bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research, 
based on the published General Scheme. The process of drafting this Bill will be completed in 
conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. In addition, the Joint Committee on Health 
is currently conducting a review of the General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction 
Bill 2017 as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, which began in January of last year. The 
review is ongoing and the Joint Committee intends to report thereon before the summer recess. 
However, it is not possible at this time to give a definitive timeline for the completion of the 
draft Bill and its subsequent passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas.

Interlinked with the legislation, officials in my Department, in conjunction with the HSE, 
are developing a model of care for infertility and an associated public fund for AHR. This work 
includes developing proposals on the allocation for a €1 million fund for use in relation to pro-
viding public AHR treatment during 2019 that was announced by the Taoiseach in December 
2018.

The development of a model of care for infertility will help to ensure the provision of safe, 
effective and accessible services through the public health system as part of the full range of 
services available in obstetrics and gynaecology. Once the funding proposals have been submit-
ted and approved by Government, there will be an announcement regarding the commencement 
of this fund. As such no specific decision has been made at this time in relation to the param-
eters of any potential public funding model, including what eligibility criteria may be included.  

While AHR treatment is not currently funded by the Irish Public Health Service there is 
some support available in that patients who access IVF treatment privately may claim tax relief 
on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses scheme. In addition, a defined 
list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered under the High Tech Arrange-
ments administered by the HSE. Medicines covered by the High Tech Arrangements must be 
prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised for supply to the client’s nominated com-
munity pharmacy by the High Tech Hub managed by the Primary Care Reimbursement Service. 
The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under the client’s eligibility i.e. Medi-
cal Card or Drugs Payment Scheme.

02/04/2019WRT03600Respite Care Services Provision

02/04/2019WRT03700357. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if respite care services will 
be provided in County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15433/19]

02/04/2019WRT03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.  
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As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRT03900General Medical Services Scheme

02/04/2019WRT04000358. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the charg-
ing of medical card holders for the taking of bloods by general practitioners; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15435/19]

02/04/2019WRT04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.” 
There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP 
visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are re-
quired to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.

The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card. Notwithstanding this, I am aware that some GPs are 
charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances.  

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Gov-
ernments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit card 
patients. If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incor-
rectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report 
the matter to their HSE Local Health Office.

02/04/2019WRT04200Hospitals Car Park Charges

02/04/2019WRT04300359. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the value to each hospital of the 
car parking charges system in tabular form; the amount raised from car parking charges if the 
system is under the hospital control; and the amount made in payment from a private operator 
if the system is privatised. [15441/19]

02/04/2019WRT04400360. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of car parking charges 
systems in each hospital which are run by the hospitals and private companies; the status of the 
contractual agreement with the private companies; and when these contacts lapse. [15442/19]

02/04/2019WRT04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 359 and 
360 together.

As theses queries are service matters, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.

02/04/2019WRT04700Official Languages Act 2003 Compliance

02/04/2019WRT04800361. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if his Department has an operat-
ing language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 2003; and the date when 
such a scheme was introduced. [15493/19]
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02/04/2019WRT04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department of Health has a Language 
Scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 2003 which covers the period 2015-
2018 and which is currently under review. A public consultation process for a new Language 
Scheme to cover the period 2019-2022 has been completed and the Department is finalising its 
new scheme taking account of the results of this consultation and a review of the commitments 
in the current scheme in order to identify areas for future enhancement. Following the finali-
sation of the Department’s new language scheme once considered by the Management Board 
and the Minister for Health, it will be submitted for the approval of the Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

02/04/2019WRT05000Medical Card Applications

02/04/2019WRT05100362. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical card ap-
plication by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15500/19]

02/04/2019WRT05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRT05300Medical Card Applications

02/04/2019WRT05400363. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
on an application by a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay in same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15501/19]

02/04/2019WRT05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRT05600Nursing Homes Support Scheme Review

02/04/2019WRT05700364. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when he plans to publish the re-
view of the system for setting up nursing home prices under the nursing home support scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15502/19]

02/04/2019WRT05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims 
to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

 The Report of the NHSS Review published in 2015 identified a number of issues for more 
detailed consideration, including a review of the pricing mechanism used by the NTPF, with a 
view to:

- Ensuring value for money and economy, with the lowest possible administrative costs for cli-
ents and the State and administrative burden for providers;

- Increasing the transparency of the pricing mechanism so that existing and potential inves-
tors can make as informed decisions as possible; and
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- Ensuring that there is adequate residential capacity for those residents  with more complex 
needs.

A Steering Group was established to oversee and manage the pricing review. The Steering 
Group is chaired by the NTPF and includes representatives from the Department of Health and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER). As part of its work on the review 
the NTPF sought various inputs including external expertise and stakeholder engagement to 
inform the review. These inputs are being considered in detail. 

I understand that the NTPF is now close to completing the report and it is expected that the 
Steering Group will be provided with a final draft very shortly. Once complete the report of the 
review will then be submitted to the Department of Health.

It is recognised that any change to any part of the Scheme must be considered in terms of 
the short- and long-term impact on the viability of the Scheme and accessibility of long-term 
residential care in general. It is therefore important that the relevant issues are considered thor-
oughly through the review process.

Question No. 365 answered with Question No. 246.

Question No. 366 answered with Question No. 349.

02/04/2019WRU00400Agricultural Colleges Data

02/04/2019WRU00500367. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 548 of 14 December 2017, the number of new entrants 
that commenced the green cert in 2017; the number of applications that were refused in 2017; 
the details of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14774/19]

02/04/2019WRU00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Successful 
applicants to the 2017 National Reserve were required to have completed a recognised agricul-
tural education course giving rise to an award at FETAC level 6 or equivalent by the closing 
date for receipt of applications under the scheme of 15 May 2017. Of the 146 applicants for the 
National Reserve under the “new entrant” category, 13 were rejected on the basis of failure to 
meet the relevant educational requirements.

Based on the length of time required to achieve the necessary level of qualification, none of 
the successful applicants to the National Reserve in 2017 would have commenced the required 
course in 2017.  My Department does not hold details of the number of students who com-
menced such agricultural education courses in 2017 across the range of course providers.

Details of the number of applications submitted to the National Reserve in 2017 under the 
‘new entrant’ category, the number of those applications deemed unsuccessful and the number 
of unsuccessful applicants on the basis of not having met the agricultural educational qualifica-
tion criteria by 15 May 2017 are set out in the following table:

Total applications to 2017 
National Reserve ‘new en-
trant’ category

Total unsuccessful ‘new en-
trant’ category applications 
in 2017

Total unsuccessful ‘new en-
trant’ category applications 
in 2017 based on education

146 49 13

02/04/2019WRU00700Forestry Sector
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02/04/2019WRU00800368. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if all pos-
sible alternatives were considered by Coillte before the decision was taken to use acetamiprid 
for the control of pine weevil in Coillte forests (details supplied). [14795/19]

02/04/2019WRU00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The manage-
ment of the Coillte forest estate and operational matters such as the use of plant protection 
products are a matter for, and the responsibility of, Coillte as a commercial State Body. 

 I have therefore referred the question to Coillte and have requested that a response issue 
directly to the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRU01000Animal Disease Controls

02/04/2019WRU01100369. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the way in which alleged animal discrepancies as identified during recent tuberculosis and bru-
cellosis tests in the case of a person (details supplied) can be resolved in view of the fact that 
they have no knowledge of the way in which the discrepancies might have occurred; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14810/19]

02/04/2019WRU01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A recent TB 
test carried out in this herd identified some discrepancies between the animals presented for the 
test and the animals listed on the AIM profile for the herd. As a result of these findings, it was 
necessary to restrict the herd.

The local Regional Veterinary Office is currently in contact with the herd keeper with a view 
to resolving these discrepancies. 

02/04/2019WRU01300Brexit Preparations

02/04/2019WRU01400370. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
contingency steps being taken to limit the impact of a no-deal Brexit on the agriculture sector 
here. [14865/19]

02/04/2019WRU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have already 
taken a number of contingency steps to help mitigate the impacts of Brexit on the agri-food sec-
tor, and I continue to explore further options that may be necessary in the event of a disorderly 
Brexit.

I have introduced a number of measures under the last three budgets aimed at improving 
competitiveness, and developing market and product diversification. These have included low 
cost loan schemes to assist on-farm and agri business cost effectiveness, additional supports to 
Bord Bia and Teagasc to support market and product diversification, and, in Budget 2019, a €78 
million package to support farmers, fishermen and food SMEs.

More recently, I have held bilateral discussions with Commissioner Hogan on the economic 
impact of Brexit, including on the margins of the Council of Agriculture Ministers in Brussels 
on 18 March. I have stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate 
the impact on the sector, including through traditional EU market supports and exceptional aid 
provisions under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, as well as through 
increased flexibility under State Aid regulations.  Commissioner Hogan has confirmed that the 
EU is ready to respond positively, and my officials remain in regular contact with Commission 
officials in this regard.
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While ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement is still the Government’s objective, practi-
cal preparations are also underway for a no-deal Brexit. 

On preparedness for import controls, we have been working with other departments and 
agencies to have the necessary arrangements in place at our ports and airports in order to allow 
the Department to fulfil its legal obligations as efficiently as possible, while also ensuring the 
minimum possible disruption to trading arrangements. 

My Department has also sharpened its Brexit communications strategy, which now includes 
an enhanced Brexit page on the Department’s website, the circulation of focused Trader Notices 
to the relevant sectors, the establishment of a Brexit Call Centre and central e-mail address, and 
increased use of social media.  I would urge operators in the sector to engage with these services 
as we continue our preparations for a possible no-deal Brexit.

02/04/2019WRU01600Pesticide Use

02/04/2019WRU01700371. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the decision by the EU Commission and member states not to renew chloro-
thalonil; the impact this will have on the tillage sector here and farm incomes; the timeline for 
implementation of this decision; the viable alternatives to this substance that exist for tillage 
farmers; and the supports available for transitioning. [14876/19]

02/04/2019WRU01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The recent 
decision not to renew chlorothalonil was based on a change in the classification for carcino-
genicity proposed by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), following technical peer 
review, and a number of other critical areas of concern identified by EFSA and Member State 
scientific experts.

The timeline for implementing the decision will include a grace period of up to a year for 
distribution and use of existing stocks.

My Department is acutely aware how important chlorothalonil has been for the cereal pro-
ducing sector in Ireland, not only as a primary disease control tool, but also as a resistance man-
agement tool, protecting other chemical families from the development of pathogen resistance. 
However the ability of growers to use pesticide products safely, without endangering them-
selves, consumers or the environment, and in compliance with regulatory approval criteria, 
must always be the primary concern in the approval process of all active substances.

Regarding alternatives, I understand that some new fungicide active substances have re-
cently been approved at EU level, which could offer new disease control options for tillage 
farmers in the future.

02/04/2019WRU01900Food Exports

02/04/2019WRU02000372. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the volume and value of Irish seafood exports in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form; the main 
fish species; the amount of exports to the UK in value and volume and as a percentage of total 
exports in 2017 and 2018; the number of persons employed in the sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14881/19]

02/04/2019WRU02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have set out 
in tabular form in the following link the value and volume of seafood exports from Ireland both 
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to the UK and as a whole. The exports from the UK are also represented as a percentage of the 
total value and volume.  Export of seafood figures have been compiled by the CSO for the years 
2017 & 2018.

14,359 people are employed in the Irish Seafood industry in both direct and indirect capaci-
ties.  These  employment numbers are supplied by  BIM.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/C4570D8794479D7D802583D00
05D75CC/$File/ATTVBL6S.xlsx?openelement”>Seafood Exports</a>]

02/04/2019WRU02200Food Imports

02/04/2019WRU02300373. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the volume and value of seafood imports in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form; the main fish 
species; the amount of imports from the UK in value and volume and as a percentage of total 
imports in 2017 and 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14882/19]

02/04/2019WRU02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I have set out 
in tabular form in the following link the value and volume of all seafood imports to Ireland from 
both the UK and all other countries for the years 2017 & 2018. The imports from the UK are 
also represented as a percentage of the total value and volume.  Import of seafood figures have 
been compiled by the CSO. 

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/A4A90D1C15E54CE7802583D00
05DF24E/$File/ATTFBDIK.xlsx?openelement”>Seafood Exports</a>]

02/04/2019WRU02500EU Directives

02/04/2019WRU02600374. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the proposed EU directive (2018/0082(COD)) with regard to unfair trading 
practices in business-to-business relationships in the food supply chain; the remaining stages to 
be approved at the EU Council; when the directive is expected to be published in the Official 
Journal of the European Union; and the transposition date for member states to implement same 
in domestic law. [14885/19]

02/04/2019WRU02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On 12 March 
2019, the European Parliament adopted,  at first reading, the “Proposal for a Directive of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on unfair trading practices in business-to-business 
relationships in the food supply chain”.  The Directive will be put forward for adoption as an 
“A”  item  (non-discussion) on the agenda of the next Council meeting.  Following adoption at 
Council, the Directive will be published in the Official Journal of the European Union, follow-
ing which Member States will then have 24 months to transpose it into national law.

 My Department and the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation are establish-
ing a working group on the transposition of the Directive, having regard to existing national 
legislation and enforcement provisions and how the legislation might be brought forward.

02/04/2019WRU02800Beef Exports

02/04/2019WRU02900375. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the figures for the export of beef to China over the past five years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14928/19]

02/04/2019WRU03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My officials 
continue to work towards opening and enhancing access to as many markets as possible. This 
is a key part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, and in line with 
the market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy.

The Chinese market for Irish beef was opened in April 2018 and represented the culmina-
tion of significant work over a number of years.  I am pleased that six Irish beef plants are 
currently approved to export beef to China.  By gaining access to the Chinese market, we have 
opened a very significant beef market for the industry.  It is now up to the industry, with the as-
sistance of my Department and Bord Bia, to avail of this opportunity.

According to Central Statistics Office (CSO) trade statistics, Ireland exported approximate-
ly €2.8 million (1,400 tonnes) of beef to China in 2018, with exports only commencing during 
the summer. This indicates that Irish beef companies are beginning to gain a foothold in the 
Chinese market.

In addition, Ireland has had beef access to Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) 
of China for some time, and exported the following amounts over the last five years:

- 62.186 million (19,289 tonnes) in 2018

- €76.580 million (25,543 tonnes) in 2017

- €42.883 million (16,035 tonnes) in 2016

- €31.223 million (9,952 tonnes) in 2015

- €52.138 million (17,430 tonnes) in 2014  

02/04/2019WRU03100GLAS Payments

02/04/2019WRU03200376. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when the final payment of the 2018 GLAS payment will be made available to farmers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14969/19]

02/04/2019WRU03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): 2018 GLAS 
balancing payments can only commence when the Member State has verified that all eligibility 
conditions have been met. This is a requirement in the relevant EU Payment Regulations and is 
a long-standing EU audit requirement.

My Department is currently undertaking the required level of inspections and is working to 
have this completed shortly.  It is currently anticipated that GLAS balancing payments of 15% 
will commence in mid-May.

02/04/2019WRU03400Brexit Supports

02/04/2019WRU03500377. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
current and proposed Brexit support schemes for famers; and the current take-up in tabular 
form. [15007/19]
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02/04/2019WRU03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In order to 
help mitigate the impacts of Brexit on the farming sector, I have introduced a number of bud-
getary measures over the last three years which have been aimed at helping farmers to improve 
competitiveness, as well as helping the sector more widely to develop market diversification  
opportunities so that its exposure to the UK market can be reduced.

These measures include a series of low cost Brexit Loan Schemes, the latest of which is the 
Future Growth Loan Scheme, announced last week and operated jointly by my Department and 
by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. This new Scheme will facilitate the 
rollout of €300m worth of investment loans to eligible Irish businesses, including farmers. The 
loans will be competitively priced, will be for terms of 8-10 years and will support strategic 
long-term investment in a post-Brexit environment.  The Scheme will run for three years and 
businesses will be able to apply for loan eligibility through the SBCI from 17th April.  An ear-
lier scheme available to farmers, introduced in Budget 2017, made €145m available to 4,250 
applicants.

I also introduced a €78m Brexit package in Budget 2019 which included support for farm-
ers and fishermen. The package included €23m in additional support for farmers in Areas of 
Natural Constraint, and €20m to applicants for the new Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot 
Scheme.

I also allocated additional grant monies to Bord Bia and Teagasc for market and product 
diversification. These measures are complemented by intensified trade missions and market ac-
cess activity in order to increase the sector’s global footprint across the world and reduce our 
exposure to the UK market.  

I also recently met with Commissioner Hogan to discuss the potential impact of a disorderly 
Brexit on the sector, and stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate 
the potential impacts on farmers and processors. The Commissoner confirmed the EU’s readi-
ness to respond and support Ireland, and my Department’s officials are continuing to explore 
potential options with their Commission counterparts in this regard.  

02/04/2019WRU03700Brexit Preparations

02/04/2019WRU03800378. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has conducted a regional analysis of the impact of a hard Brexit; and if so, the details of same. 
[15008/19]

02/04/2019WRU03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brexit has the 
potential to have a significant impact on the agri-food sector throughout Ireland. As the Deputy 
will be aware, the agri-food sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional 
spread means that it underpins the socio-economic development of rural Ireland in particular.

My Department has conducted a range of analysis and research in relation to Brexit. This 
work is ongoing, and has been primarily concerned with the implications of Brexit for agri-food 
trade with the UK across different sectors.

For example, both internally and in consultation with the relevant stakeholders through the 
Brexit Stakeholder Consultative Committee and the All-Island Civic Dialogue process, my De-
partment has established the extent of sectoral exposure to the UK market, the potential impli-
cations of Brexit for each sector, and the potential practical impact on the day-to-day function-
ing of trade flows. 
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The agencies reporting to my Department have also undertaken important research in rela-
tion to Brexit, with Teagasc publishing reports on, for example, the potential implications for 
the Irish agri-food sector in overall terms and on the implications for family farm incomes, and 
Bord Bia conducting important work through its Brexit Barometer. 

Additionally, my Department has contributed to analysis by a range of agencies and bodies 
including the ESRI, Copenhagen Economics and the Department of Finance, amongst others. 

These analyses have highlighted the exposure of the agri-food sector to the negative impacts 
of a ‘no- deal’ Brexit. Through Government support, I and my officials have introduced a series 
of budgetary and marketing measures aimed at mitigating the more severe impacts, and I am 
in regular contact with Commissioner Hogan in relation to securing additional support for the 
sector in the event of a ‘no deal’ Brexit.

02/04/2019WRU04000Brexit Issues

02/04/2019WRU04100379. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine his plans for the marine sector post-Brexit if no agreement is reached; his contingency 
plans for fish producers and fish processors with emphasis on the arrangements which are pro-
visionally agreed and are to be put in place should such a scenario arise in the weeks ahead; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15045/19]

02/04/2019WRU04200380. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the contingency support package he has put in place for the marine sector; if Ireland’s 
EU partners have agreed this package in a post-Brexit situation; the additional measures which 
have been considered should a no-deal Brexit occur; if funding for this package will be ad-
ditional to existing committed funding under the present EU support programmes; if he is 
satisfied that all necessary preparatory work for Brexit and the marine sector here have been 
considered and are provisionally ready should Brexit occur within the next number of months; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15046/19]

02/04/2019WRU04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 379 and 380 together.

In light of ongoing uncertainty this Government has continued its preparatory work to tak-
ing account of all possible outcomes. The Government published a Contingency Action Plan on 
19 December, setting out its approach to dealing with a no-deal Brexit.

The Government has already introduced a range of measures to deal with the short-term 
impacts of Brexit.  In terms of dealing with Competitiveness issues, my Department introduced 
a €150 million low-cost loan scheme and increased funding under the Rural Development and 
Seafood Development Programmes in the 2017 Budget.  In Budget 2018, I, along with my col-
league, the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, introduced a new €300m “Brexit 
Loan Scheme” to provide affordable, flexible financing to Irish businesses that are either cur-
rently impacted by Brexit or who will be in the future - at least 40% of which will be available 
to agri-food and seafood businesses. 

Our enterprise agencies are continuing to work with seafood companies to help them to 
deal with Brexit through making them more competitive, diversifying market exposure, and 
up-skilling teams. 

My priority has been, and remains, to maintain existing levels of access to waters and re-
sources.  However, in a worst case scenario of a disorderly departure we can expect that those 
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reciprocal arrangements will  be impacted, at least in the very short term. 

In recent months, I have continued to have regular meetings with my European colleagues, 
especially those from the group of 8 Coastal Member States whose fisheries are potentially most 
impacted by the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, as well as the European Commission.   I am also 
working closely with key stakeholders in the Irish fishing industry and am pleased at the level 
of unity on these key issues.  In recent weeks, the EU has adopted two legislative proposals to 
help mitigate the significant impact that a “no-deal” Brexit would have on Irish fisheries.

The first proposal is to allow fishermen and operators from EU Members States to receive 
compensation under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund for the temporary cessation of 
fishing activities. This would help off-set some of the impact of a sudden closure of UK waters 
to EU fishing vessels in a no-deal scenario. The exact details of how this would work in practice 
and the funding elements are still under discussion within the EU. Of course, it would be our 
hope that such measures would not be necessary.

The second proposal amends the Regulation on the Sustainable Management of the External 
Fleets. The aim of this proposal is to ensure that the EU is in a position to grant UK vessels 
access to EU waters until the end of 2019, on the condition that EU vessels are also granted re-
ciprocal access to UK waters. The proposal also provides for a simplified procedure to authorise 
UK vessels to fish in EU waters and EU vessels to fish in UK waters – should the UK grant that 
access. This proposal is limited to 2019 and is based on the agreement in the Agriculture and 
Fisheries Council of 17 and 18 December 2018 on the fishing opportunities for 2019.

A disorderly departure, that included a loss of access to UK waters, would have very serious 
consequence for our seafood industry.  I am satisfied that, in cooperation with our stakeholders 
and EU partners we are doing all that we can to plan to mitigate the potential impacts.   A disor-
derly Brexit will be about damage limitation not, unfortunately, damage elimination.

02/04/2019WRU04500Harbours and Piers Development

02/04/2019WRU04600381. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine when works are to commence on the Killybegs Harbour project; the duration of the 
project; the timeline for its completion; the full extent of the works being proposed as part of 
the current phase of works sanctioned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15047/19]

02/04/2019WRU04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, locat-
ed at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute. 
In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of North 
Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific piers, lights and 
beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the 1902 ex-congested Districts Board piers, 
lights and Beacons Act.

Between the years 2010 to 2018, as part of my Department’s Fishery Harbour and Coastal 
Infrastructure Development Programme, in excess of €20 million has been invested in mainte-
nance, development and upgrading works at Killybegs Fishery Centre.

The Harbour has been attracting increasing levels of fishing, commercial cargo and cruise 
liner activity and the need for additional berthage has been recognised. The Smooth Point proj-
ect, when complete, will provide a much needed additional 120 metres quay space.

Because some of the material to be dredged was contaminated, the project was divided into 
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two phases. Work on phase 1 of the project, which entailed the dredging and removal of the 
contaminated material, commenced in 2017 and was completed in 2018, the total cost of this 
phase including preparation, permitting and design costs stands at €6.5m. 

I have announced the details of a €35.7m Fishery Harbour and Coastal Development Capital 
Programme for 2019. Killybegs has been allocated in excess of €5m this year of which €4m is 
earmarked for phase 2 of the Smooth Point project. 

Phase 2 involves the dredging of the remaining uncontaminated material and construction 
of the 120 metres of berthing space. The timeline for this phase of the project remains as previ-
ously outlined to the Deputy on the 12 of February of this year. 

My Department’s engineers have finalised the tender documents with a view to commenc-
ing a public tender exercise in early April 2019. Following completion of the tender process, it 
is hoped to award a contract to the successful tenderer in July, with mobilisation on site to begin 
in August. I am confident that the timeline for the commencement of this phase, as outlined, 
will be met. Phase 2 has an estimated overall project duration of twelve months, however the 
final costs and timeline will only be determined following the competitive tendering process.

02/04/2019WRU04800Beef Exports

02/04/2019WRU04900382. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of processors or exporters that have permission to export Irish beef to China; 
the number of applications to export beef to China under review; the main reasons for those 
applications being held up; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15057/19]

02/04/2019WRU05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My officials 
continue to work towards opening and enhancing access to as many markets as possible. This is 
a key part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, and in line with the 
market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy. The opening of the Chinese market 
for Irish beef in 2018 was the culmination of significant work over a number of years and I am 
pleased that six Irish beef plants are currently approved to export beef to China.   

Exports of Irish beef to China commenced during the summer 2018.  According to CSO 
trade statistics, Ireland exported approximately €2.8 million (1,400 tonnes) to China in 2018.  
In addition, Ireland has had beef access to Hong Kong Special Administrative Region for some 
time, and exported €62 million (19,000 tonnes) to that market in 2018. 

My officials continue to liaise with the appropriate Chinese officials on market access and 
plant approvals in order to increase Ireland’s ability to supply the market.   There are cur-
rently 15 Irish beef plants which have sought approval to export beef to China and my offi-
cials are working on progressing these applications.  However, the timeline for these approv-
als remains a matter for the Chinese authorities.

02/04/2019WRU05100Departmental Legal Cases

02/04/2019WRU05200383. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
follow-up recommendations were received by his Department regarding a matter (details sup-
plied); his plans to remove the tanks in the near future; the other information relating to the site; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15058/19]

02/04/2019WRU05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The factual 
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matters to which the Deputy refers are currently the subject of legal proceedings. A plenary 
summons and a statement of claim were issued by the Plaintiff on 27 February 2018 and an ap-
pearance was entered on my behalf on 13 April 2018. A defence and counterclaim were served 
on my behalf on 1 November 2018. A reply to the defence and counterclaim was served on 23 
November 2018.

As these matters are therefore sub judice, I cannot provide any further information at this 
time. 

02/04/2019WRV00200Beef Data and Genomics Programme

02/04/2019WRV00300384. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
person (details supplied) can opt out of the beef genomic scheme under force majeure ; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [15061/19]

02/04/2019WRV00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The terms and 
conditions of the Beef Data and Genomics Programme state that, where a contract is terminated 
by an applicant, all monies paid under the Programme shall be repaid to the Department except 
in certain cases including where force majeure applies. 

Where a beneficiary is unable to continue complying with the requirements of the Pro-
gramme for reasons beyond his/her control, a case may be made under force majeure to termi-
nate participation in the Programme.  In such cases the applicant should inform the Department 
in writing including any relevant evidence they have to substantiate their position.

To-date, no such contact or correspondence has been received from the person named.  How-
ever, staff from my Department have made contact with the person named and have advised him 
that he may submit written reasons for his possible withdrawal.  On receipt of such a submis-
sion, my Department will consider whether force majeure is applicable in this case.

02/04/2019WRV00500Horse Sport Ireland

02/04/2019WRV00600385. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the current named licence holder of the Irish Sport Horse and Irish Draught Horse studbooks is 
Horse Sport Ireland and not a society (details supplied); the expiry dates of these licences; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15067/19]

02/04/2019WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Horse 
Sport Ireland (HSI) is approved to maintain a breeding programme under Regulation (EU) 
2016/1012 for the Irish Sport Horse and the Irish Draught Horse.  This approval is valid un-
til 1st July, 2019.

02/04/2019WRV00800Animal Breeding Regulations

02/04/2019WRV00900386. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the public and EU tender process that will apply to the granting of a new licence renewal of the 
Irish Sport Horse and Draught Horse studbooks; his plans to apply a licence fee (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15068/19]

02/04/2019WRV01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Approval to 
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recognise a breed society and the approval of its breeding programme is carried out by my 
Department as the Competent Authority in line with European legislation (Regulation (EU) 
2016/1012). 

The legislation concerned does not refer to a public and EU tender process nor address li-
cense fees.  The processes operated by my Department in this area are fully in line with this leg-
islation.

02/04/2019WRV01100Horse Sport Ireland

02/04/2019WRV01200387. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if Horse Sport Ireland has the right or otherwise to veto the transfer of the Irish Sport Horse 
and Draught Horse Studbooks to another party; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15069/19]

02/04/2019WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A report by 
Indecon International Consultants - ‘Review of Certain Matters relating to Horse Sport Ireland’ 
- was published by my Department on June 27th 2017.  

Indecon recommended that the newly elected Board of HSI should consider the merits 
of transferring the Irish Sport Horse and Irish Draught Studbooks to the Irish Horse Board 
(IHB) which would be treated impartially as an affiliate.  It is a matter for the Board to deter-
mine whether this is the most effective way to achieve the breeding and production objectives 
for the breeds concerned.

02/04/2019WRV01400Animal Welfare

02/04/2019WRV01500388. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his at-
tention has been drawn to use of white wolves by a circus (details supplied) currently touring 
the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15194/19]

02/04/2019WRV01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Officials 
from my Department visited the circus in question and they confirmed that there no wolves 
performing or travelling with the show. 

There were several breeds of domestic canine present in the circus.  My inspectors assessed 
the conditions of the animals in question and were found to be of good standard. 

02/04/2019WRV01700EU Issues

02/04/2019WRV01800389. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the EU Commission has raised concerns with his Department regarding the establishment of a 
Border inspection post at Rosslare Europort; if so, the nature of these concerns; the anticipated 
timeline of works related to the Border inspection post there; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [15205/19]

02/04/2019WRV01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The dossier 
requesting the approval of facilities located around Rosslare Port as a Border inspection post 
(BIP) was sent to the European Commission by my Department on the 14th of February. 
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The Commission has subsequently communicated to my Department that it has approved 
the facilities to be designated as a BIP for the importation of products of animal origin for hu-
man consumption and products of animal origin not for human consumption, excluding bulk 
products and non-containerised liquids and oils.

Officials from my Department are continuing to liaise with the Commission in regards to 
the designation of Rosslare Port facilities for the importation of live animals and, as such, that 
approval is still pending.  We expect an update on this application shortly.

Construction is ongoing at the facility location in Rosslare and the builders have been made 
aware of the new deadlines that have been set as a result of the votes and legislation that has 
been passed in the UK parliament. 

02/04/2019WRV02000Felling Licences

02/04/2019WRV02100390. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the legislation in place to protect trees and to cease tree felling on private lands during bird 
nesting periods; if the removal of trees during redevelopment requires planning permission; the 
steps he is taking to greatly increase tree cover in rural and urban areas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15277/19]

02/04/2019WRV02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Forestry 
Act 2014 specifies the requirements to obtain a tree felling licence, prior to commencing cer-
tain tree felling operations.  This is regardless of whether a tree or trees are on public or private 
property.  My Department also published the Felling and Reforestation Policy document in May 
2017 to provide a consolidated source of information on the legal and regulatory framework 
relating to tree felling. 

Applications for felling licences may like other forestry-related operations, be subject to 
a screening process under the Environmental Impact Assessment and the Birds and Habitats 
Directives, to assess if the operations will have a significant impact on the environment and 
habitat.  If a significant effect is likely or where uncertainty exists, the Department must request 
a Natura Impact Assessment from the applicant and may carry out an Appropriate Assessment 
to gauge the nature of the impact and the effectiveness of any mitigation measures proposed to 
avoid adverse effects. 

Applications for felling licences are published on my Department’s website which provides 
an opportunity for people to make a submission on the proposed felling within a 30 day period.  
Where a felling licence has issued, a 28 day time limit for the receipt of appeals applies in all 
cases.  A site notice must also be displayed at the entrance to the site prior to the commence-
ment and during the harvesting operations.  All those involved in tree felling must ensure that a 
felling licence has been issued by my Department.  It is an offence to fell trees without a licence 
unless an exemption applies. 

There are a number of exemptions provided for in the Act that mean, in specific circum-
stances, a tree felling licence is not required.  For example: 

- If a tree is located outside of a forest area and within an urban area (as defined by the For-
estry Act 2014), 

- If the felling of a tree or trees is being carried out by a public authority in the course of 
their statutory functions,  
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- If a tree is within 10 metres of a public road and which, in the opinion of the owner is 
dangerous to persons using the public road on account of its age or condition does not require 
a felling licence.

It is worth noting that it is the responsibility of the landowner or the person felling the tree 
to ensure that they are acting within the law.  None of the exemptions under Section 19 of the 
Forestry Act 2014 serve to remove any restriction on the felling or removal of trees under (a) 
the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2013, (b) the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2000, or (c) 
any other enactment.

It is an offence under the Wildlife Acts to cut or burn a hedgerow or trees in a hedgerow 
during the bird nesting season between the 1st of March and the 31st of August.  Hedgerows 
and trees in a line and other landscape features are designated features and removal may require 
screening for the likely impact on the environment or habitat.  Approval from the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) may be required if the proposed removal is in a designated 
European Site such as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or a Specially Protected Area or 
a Natura Heritage Area (NHA).  Offenders could be prosecuted by An Garda Síochána or the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service and could also impact on those claiming the Basic Payment 
Scheme payments from the Department.

Tree felling and tree planting that is carried out by public authorities is a matter for that 
authority and outside the remit of my Department.  However, developments requiring defor-
estation may require an Environmental Impact Assessment, Planning permission and a felling 
licence under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2015.  Forest owners are entitled to 
seek a written formal declaration under Section 5 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as 
amended) as to whether the local planning authority considers their proposed project requires 
planning permission.

My Department is committed to greatly increasing forest cover through the implementation 
of the Forestry Programme since 2015.  The continued expansion of the forest estate is a prior-
ity and generous grants and 15 year premiums are available to land owners who convert to for-
estry.  Between 2015 and 2018,  22,354 hectares of new forest has been planted by 3,504 forest 
owners.  Total expenditure in the same period for both existing and new forest owners and for 
promotional and ancillary activities under the Forestry Programme amounted to €404.6 million.

02/04/2019WRV02300Beef Industry

02/04/2019WRV02400391. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will consider matters (details supplied) in relation to beef farmers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15315/19]

02/04/2019WRV02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In early 
March, I met with a delegation from the group mentioned in correspondence received from the 
Deputy.  The meeting was constructive and I believe there was good engagement across a range 
of important issues.

 I am very conscious of the role played by the beef sector in sustaining the rural economy 
and rural communities across Ireland, as reflected in the Dáil debate on this topic last week. 

I am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector.  I am 
strongly of the view that the existing range of supports available to suckler farmers, together 
with ensuring access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef exports, are 
appropriate for the continued development of the sector.
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 I am aware of the current challenges facing beef farmers, with a sustained period of low 
prices, following on from additional costs last year arising from the unprecedented weather 
events.  However, as Minister, I cannot intervene directly in any commodity price; cattle prices 
are a matter for the processing industry and the farmers who supply it.  Cattle prices are influ-
enced by a variety of factors such as the level of consumer demand, production levels and ex-
change rate differences.   Brexit also presents enormous challenges and ongoing uncertainty for 
the entire beef sector.

 I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agri-food and in particular the beef sector, and to the likelihood of specific supports being 
required in order to deal with these impacts.  The institutions of the European Union are very 
well aware of the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy 
because this has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly 
recognised in the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan at the end of Janu-
ary to discuss the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agri-food sector, and on 
the beef sector in particular.  We discussed the unique exposure of the sector to the threat of a 
disorderly Brexit, and the challenges that it could present.  I stressed the need to be ready to 
deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and the food industry, 
including through traditional market supports such as intervention and Aids to Private Storage 
(APS), through exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regula-
tion, and through increased flexibility under State Aid regulations.  Commissioner Hogan reiter-
ated the EU’s readiness to respond and support Ireland and we will remain in contact on these 
issues as the situation evolves.  

 In relation to bonus payments by factories, a Quality Payment System (QPS) providing 
for differentiated payments in respect of certain grades of cattle at slaughter plants was put in 
place in 2009.  Additional bonus payments, and the conditions required to obtain them, are de-
termined by processors, to incentivise or reward production meeting the specifications of retail 
customers.  They are not conditions determined by law and my Department has no role in their 
operation. 

 One of the unique strengths of the agri-food sector has been the shared vision for the sus-
tainable development of the sector in Food Wise 2025.  It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together.  I have highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency, and 
to increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including the development of Beef Pro-
ducer Organisations.

02/04/2019WRV02600Fisheries Offences

02/04/2019WRV02700392. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of court prosecutions initiated by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority in each of the 
years 2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and values of fines is-
sued in each year; the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in 
respect of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he 
will provide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15336/19]

02/04/2019WRV02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the Sea 
Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, all operational issues concerning sea fisheries 
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control are, as a matter of law, exclusively for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority and the 
Naval Service.  Accordingly, I am precluded from having any role in relation to any operational 
control activities or actions by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority or the Naval Service.

As the information requested relates to operational matters, I have requested the Sea Fisher-
ies Protection Authority to respond directly to you on the specific information requested.   

02/04/2019WRV02900Fisheries Offences

02/04/2019WRV03000393. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of court prosecutions initiated by his Department in each of the years 2014 to 2018; the 
result of each of these court cases; the number and values of fines issued in each year; the value 
of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect of these prosecutions; 
the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he will provide an age analysis of 
these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15345/19]

02/04/2019WRV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that the information requested in relation to the number of court prosecutions 
initiated by my Department, the result or current status of these cases and the value of fines is-
sued for each year is set out in the table.  

The Deputy will be aware that neither I, nor my Department, has any function in relation to 
the collection of fines, which rests with the Courts Service and consequently such records are 
not maintained by the Department. 

Year No. of Prosecutions 
initiated

No. of Convictions/
Ongoing

Total Fines
€

2014 13 13 convictions 21,950
2015 34 31 convictions3 

ongoing
43,806

2016 31 30 convictions1 
ongoing

23,775

2017 18 17 convictions1 
ongoing

72,250

2018 26 4 convictions22 
ongoing

1,200

02/04/2019WRV03200Consultancy Contracts

02/04/2019WRV03300394. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his Department has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies 
media or otherwise to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social 
media or videos on behalf of his Departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [15381/19]

02/04/2019WRV03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has not undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies - media or 
otherwise - to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or 
videos on behalf of my Departmental strategies or policies. 
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02/04/2019WRV03500Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRV03600395. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way in which his departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Govern-
ment of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the 
policy areas of his Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15398/19]

02/04/2019WRV03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Press 
and Communications Office in my Department is the primary point of contact between the 
Department and members of the media, as well as members of the general public.  The office is 
responsible for communicating with media and members of the public regarding the work of the 
Minister, the Minister of State and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  The 
Department’s social media presence is also managed by the Press and Communications Office. 

Communications Division has responsibility for postings on social media on behalf of my 
Department.  Communications Division prepares social media content based on press releases 
issued on behalf of the Department or Minister(s), events and information on schemes and 
services available through the Department.  The Communications Division also liaises with 
Divisions across the Department to coordinate information on policies and programmes that 
can be communicated through my Department’s social media channels of Twitter and YouTube.  
Communications Division “retweets” content from other Government Departments relevant to 
my Department’s work.  

02/04/2019WRV03800European Maritime and Fisheries Fund

02/04/2019WRV03900396. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
maximum grant available under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund sustainable aqua-
culture scheme has been increased to €1 million; if so, the date from which this is operable; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15428/19]

02/04/2019WRV04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Since 2016, 
my Department’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) Operational 
Programme 2014-20 has been providing a wide range of supports to our seafood sector to 
foster its sustainable development.  Supports to the aquaculture sector are provided through 
two EMFF schemes, namely a Sustainable Aquaculture Scheme and a Knowledge Gateway 
Scheme.  In line with the objectives of my Department’s National Strategic Plan for Sustainable 
Aquaculture Development, the EMFF Knowledge Gateway Scheme seeks to foster innovation 
and technological development in the aquaculture sector, while the EMFF Sustainable Aqua-
culture Scheme focuses on promoting capital investment in the sector to incentivise growth in 
production and value and assist the sector in increasing its sustainability.

The support rates under the Sustainable Aquaculture Scheme were last amended in May 
2017 when, with the approval of the stakeholder monitoring committee for the Programme, the 
maximum grant available was increased from €500,000 to €1 million.  Support is provided at 
50% of eligible costs for new farmers, 40% for SMEs and 30% for non-SMEs.  SMEs can avail 
of a special higher 50% rate for projects concerning seaweed farming, land-based re-circulating 
systems, and for Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture.

02/04/2019WRV04100Irish Language



Questions - Written Answers

188

02/04/2019WRV04200397. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 
2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15483/19]

02/04/2019WRV04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has an Irish Language Scheme in place in accordance with the Official Languages Act 
2003.  The present Scheme commenced with effect from 24 October 2016 and work on prepar-
ing the next Scheme will commence shortly.  

 The scheme is available on my Department’s website:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/gaeilge/ScimTeanga1619IrishLanguag-
eScheme100217.pdf 

02/04/2019WRV04400Communications Market Regulation

02/04/2019WRV04500398. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he discussed the roll out of 5G technology and the use of a company (details 
supplied) during his St. Patrick’s Day visit to Canada. [14869/19]

02/04/2019WRV04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The itinerary for my recent visit to Canada as part of the Government’s St Patrick’s 
Day Programme included meetings with a wide range of stakeholders on a variety of issues, 
however not on the issue to which the Deputy refers.  In relation to the roll-out of fifth genera-
tion (5G) networks, these are expected to be commercialised over the next few years.  Roll-
out of 5G technology in Ireland is primarily a matter for private mobile network operators, 
operating on a commercial basis.  Mobile network operators function in a liberalised market in 
Ireland, regulated by the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg).  ComReg 
is statutorily independent in the exercise of its functions, as provided for in Section 11 of the 
Communications Regulations Act 2002.

There are statutory provisions to ensure that operators of networks and services in Ireland 
take appropriate measures to manage risks to the security of their networks and services, and to 
guarantee their integrity.  These requirements are set out in the European Communities (Elec-
tronic Communications Networks and Services) (Framework) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 333 
of 2011).  ComReg is responsible for ensuring compliance with these provisions.

02/04/2019WRV04700Waste Disposal Charges

02/04/2019WRV04800399. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to introduce a domestic waste collection waiver or rebate for those 
full-time carers caring for family members who are doubly incontinent; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [14931/19]

02/04/2019WRV04900400. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his attention has been drawn to a working group established to consider 
introducing a domestic waste collection waiver or rebate for those full-time carers caring for 
family members who are doubly incontinent; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[14932/19]

02/04/2019WRV05000405. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the position in relation to the promised €75 annual support towards domestic 
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waste charges for persons who have lifelong or long-term medical incontinence; when this will 
be introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14822/19]

02/04/2019WRV05100406. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to introduce a domestic waste collection waiver or rebate for those full-
time carers caring for family members who are doubly incontinent; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [14933/19]

02/04/2019WRV05200407. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to a working group established to consider intro-
ducing a domestic waste collection waiver or rebate for those full-time carers caring for family 
members who are doubly incontinent; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14934/19]

02/04/2019WRV05300412. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when a waiver will be issued for persons with disabilities and incontinence issues 
in regard to waste bills; and the reason persons are still waiting since the announcement of June 
2017 for this introduction. [15158/19]

02/04/2019WRV05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 399, 400, 405 to 407, inclusive and 412 together.

My Department continues to engage with a number of relevant stakeholders and agencies 
including the HSE and the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection in an ef-
fort to develop a mechanism to provide a support for vulnerable persons with a condition such 
as lifelong or long-term medical incontinence to help meet the average annual cost of disposing 
of this element of their domestic waste.  I am informed that this process has taken longer than 
envisaged, due to a number of issues, including data protection issues that have arisen since the 
introduction of GDPR.  However, I can assure the Deputies that I am committed to introduc-
ing an annual support as soon as practically possible in conjunction with relevant agencies and 
stakeholders.

02/04/2019WRV05600Electric Vehicles

02/04/2019WRV05700401. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of electric vehicle charging points available by county in tabular form; 
the number of electric vehicle charging points which are expected to be rolled out by county in 
2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14985/19]

02/04/2019WRV05800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Providing adequate charging infrastructure is critical to ensure continued growth in 
electric vehicles.  Home charging is the most cost-effective way to charge an electric vehicle 
and is the primary method of charging for the majority of electric vehicles both internationally 
and in Ireland.  A Government grant of up to €600 is available, via the SEAI, to the purchasers 
of new and second-hand electric vehicles to support the installation of home chargers. 

Under the first call for applications from the Climate Action Fund, I approved funding of up 
to €10 million to support ESB eCars to develop a nationwide, state-of-the-art electric vehicle 
fast charging network.  The project includes the installation of 90 high-power chargers, up-
grading 50 existing standard chargers to fast chargers and replacing over 250 existing standard 
chargers with next generation high reliability models.

This project successfully completed the assessment stage and the validation stage is now 
underway.  On completion of this stage further detail on the project, including information in 
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relation to the location of chargers and a timeline, will be set out.

At the end of 2018, there were over 7,600 electric vehicles on the road in Ireland – a dou-
bling of the total from the previous year.  It is estimated that the implementation of the ESB 
eCars project will provide the necessary fast charging infrastructure to support at least 40,000 
electric vehicles.

The following table, provided to my Department by ESB eCars, sets out the number of pub-
lically available standard charge points and fast chargers on the eCars network in each county.  
In addition there are public chargers provided by local authorities, retail outlets and private 
companies.

County Standard Charge Points Fast Chargers
Donegal 26 3
Sligo 10 1
Leitrim 6 1
Mayo 20 2
Westmeath 20 3
Roscommon 16 1
Galway 28 4
Monaghan 10 1
Cavan 10 0
Longford 10 1
Meath 22 2
Louth 24 3
Dublin 160 18
Kildare 28 4
Offaly 14 0
Laois 16 2
Wicklow 26 3
Carlow 12 1
Wexford 26 4
Kilkenny 14 3
Tipperary 16 5
Waterford 24 2
Clare 16 2
Limerick 26 4
Cork 58 7
Kerry 28 1
Total 666 78

Funding for public charging in local communities is available through the Better Energy 
Communities Scheme.  The scheme, which is administered by the SEAI, supports community-
based partnerships, many of which include local businesses and enterprises.  In addition, my 
Department, in conjunction with the SEAI, is working on how best to support the provision of 
greater levels of on-street public charging.
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02/04/2019WRV05900Electric Vehicles

02/04/2019WRV06000402. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when electric chargers for electric cars will be back up and running in counties 
Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15006/19]

02/04/2019WRV06100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The majority of the existing network of publicly accessible charge points were rolled 
out by the ESB through its eCars programme.  This network includes over 650 standard public 
charge points and 78 fast chargers, mainly on national routes to facilitate longer journeys.  A 
map showing the charge points, including their status and availability, is available on the ESB’s 
website at www.esb.ie/ecars.  The operation and maintenance of these charge points is a mat-
ter for ESB eCars and therefore not in my remit, however, my Department has contacted ESB 
eCars regarding charging post locations in Counties Cavan and Monaghan.  In addition, to a fast 
charger in Monaghan town, the charging post locations, each with 2 standard charging points, 
are as follows;

Monaghan 

- Louis Convent, Castle Street, Carrickmacross, Monaghan,

- Market Street, Carrickmacross, Monaghan

- Off Thomas Street, Castleblaney, Monaghan

- Old Cross Square, Monaghan, Monaghan

- Town Centre Car Park, Off Fermanagh Street, Clones, Monaghan

Cavan 

- Main Street, Bailieborough, Cavan

- The Grove, Ballyjamesduff, Cavan

- Market Street, Cootehill, Cavan

- Dublin Road, Cavan Town, Cavan

- Farnham Street, Cavan, Cavan

Of these charge points, The Grove, Ballyjamesduff, Cavan and Town Centre Car Park, 
Clones, Monaghan have issues which cannot be repaired.  These are marked as not being cur-
rently operational on the ESB eCars’ online map. 

These units are due to be replaced towards the end of the year when ESB takes delivery of 
replacement units.  The remaining units are operational.

02/04/2019WRW00200Inland Fisheries Stocks

02/04/2019WRW00300403. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will address a matter with regard to fishing (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15055/19]

02/04/2019WRW00400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
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ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) manages salmon stocks on an 
individual river basis as each of Ireland’s 147 salmon rivers (including river sections and estu-
aries) has its own genetically unique stock of salmon.   IFI is supported in its management role 
by scientific advice from Ireland’s independent Technical Expert Group on Salmon (TEGOS), 
comprising scientists from a range of organisations. IFI also has to have regard to EU legisla-
tion, most notably the Habitats Directive under which salmon habitats are protected. 

Scientific and management assessments of each of the distinct salmon stocks, including the 
River Inney’s stock, are carried out every year with IFI engaged in extensive stock monitoring, 
which feeds into the Scientific Group’s annual reviews. An average of the 5 years of data is used 
to estimate expected returns for the coming year to ensure that a good or bad year does not have 
a disproportionate impact on the stock assessment in any single year.

Based on the annual assessment carried out for the 2019 season added to the previous 4 
years’ assessments, the Inney is significantly below its conservation limit, which is the number 
of returning adult fish required to sustain a healthy population. Therefore, the river is not open 
to harvest fishing either by rod and line or commercially for 2019. The river is open to catch and 
release angling only. The River Inney will again be included in the annual scientific assessments 
carried out later this year in anticipation of the 2020 season. 

The fundamental requirement of responsible fisheries management is that rational exploi-
tation of the salmon resource is critically dependent on the sustainable availability of that re-
source. Harvest fishing, by any means, on the River Inney will be dependent on the availability 
of a sufficient surplus above its conservation limit to underpin exploitation, which aligns with 
the conservation imperative and which does not put the genetically unique stock at risk.

02/04/2019WRW00500Carbon Budget

02/04/2019WRW00600404. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the annual cost for the purchase of emissions allowances for each year that such 
allowances have been purchased in tabular form. [15090/19]

02/04/2019WRW00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Ireland’s strategy to meet its targets under the first commitment period of the Kyo-
to Protocol (2008-2012) included investments, between 2006 and 2007, in three multilateral 
funds: the Multilateral Carbon Credit Fund (MCCF) managed by the European Bank for Re-
construction and Development; and the Carbon Fund for Europe (CFE) and Bio-Carbon Fund 
(BioCF), both managed by the World Bank.

In addition to the State’s investments in these funds, during 2008 and 2009 the NTMA, on 
foot of its powers under the Carbon Fund Act 2007, was directed by the then Minister to engage 
in a number of transactions for the purchase of carbon credits directly from the market in order 
to assist with compliance with Ireland’s obligations under the first period of the Kyoto Protocol. 

Through the direct market purchases and investment in the three funds listed above, a total 
of 8,558,888 credits were received by the State. Of this total, 3,052,416 have been surrendered 
for compliance with the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol. The remaining number 
of carbon credits currently held by the State is 5,506,472.

Details of all transactions entered into by the NTMA are published annually in a Carbon 
Fund Report at www.ntma.ie in accordance with section 6 of the Carbon Fund Act 2007. 

The following table details the level of expenditure on these funds and transactions in the 
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period between 2006 and 2018. All amounts are in millions of euro.

YEAR MCCF CFE and Bio
CF

NTMA Market 
transactions 

Total

2006 20 20
2007 3.7 3.7 
2008 53 53 
2009 2.3 33.8 36.1 
2010 4.1 4.1 
2011 1.9 1.9 
2012 0.4 0.4
2013 0
2014 0
2015 0
2016 0.4 0.4
2017 0.4 0.4
2018 0.6 0.6

20 13.8 86.8 120.6 

For the period 2013-2020, the EU Effort Sharing Decision 406/2009/EC (ESD) has set 
binding annual emission reductions targets for each Member State. While credits currently held 
may be used towards compliance with these targets, Ireland will need to purchase additional 
credits to meet projected shortfalls against our annual targets. My Department currently esti-
mates the additional costs of this requirement to be in the region of €6m to €13m, depending on 
the price and final quantity of allowances required.

  Questions Nos. 405 to 407, inclusive, answered with Question No. 399.

02/04/2019WRW01100Energy Schemes

02/04/2019WRW01200408. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there are long delays in appli-
cations for the SEAI home energy grants; his plans to make additional funding available to the 
scheme in order to increase the number of contractors involved; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14977/19]

02/04/2019WRW01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department funds a number of home energy efficiency schemes that are admin-
istered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). I have allocated €85m to these 
schemes in 2019. As with all Exchequer funded programmes, these are managed within avail-
able resources.   The Better Energy Homes Scheme provides fixed cash grants towards a range 
of energy efficiency measures. Homeowners must apply online for grant approval before em-
ploying a contractor from the SEAI’s Register of Contractors, which is available on the SEAI 
website. Online approval will be made for eligible applicants within minutes, with an official 
letter of offer following within 5 working days. Homeowners then have 30 days to accept the 
offer and 6 months from the date of grant approval to complete their works. Payment is gener-
ally made within 4 weeks of submission of the final declaration of completed works. However, 
longer waiting times for payment can arise if a home is selected for an inspection of works. 



Questions - Written Answers

194

The Deep Retrofit Pilot Programme provides 50% funding towards a deep energy upgrade 
of a home. Homeowners must apply through a Deep Retrofit Service Provider who provide 
a timeline of works to the homeowner. The standard turnaround time from receipt of a valid 
application to approval is approximately 8 weeks though longer waiting times can occur for 
higher value project applications. A list of Service Providers is available on the SEAI’s website.

The Better Energy Communities Scheme provides grants to community projects, led by a 
single project manager, that pull together buildings from the private, public and commercials 
sectors. The approval timeframe under this Scheme is generally in the order of 8-10 weeks, 
with longer waiting times associated with higher value project applications. A project approval 
tracker is available on

https://www.seai.ie/__uuid/cd83e4dc-10a8-4f09-acea-d7cbc6896a49/Communities-grant-
status-tracker.pdf /.

Works under this scheme must be competed by a given deadline in order for projects to 
receive funding within the calendar year. 

The Warmer Homes Scheme provides energy efficiency upgrades free of charge to house-
holds on lower incomes. The works carried out in each house are determined by a technical sur-
vey of the home. In light of the scale of works and funding for individual interventions, current 
waiting time under the Scheme is up to 18 months in some instances. Homes that are recom-
mended for deeper energy efficiency measures such as external wall insulation or heating up-
grades face longer waiting times than those receiving simpler measures such as attic insulation. 
Waiting times are also impacted by the high demand for the Scheme and the capacity of SEAI’s 
contractor panel to deliver deeper measures. The current contractor panel is in place until 2020

The issue of additional funding for the schemes will be considered as part of the annual 
Estimates process.

02/04/2019WRW01400Broadband Service Provision

02/04/2019WRW01500409. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if it is planned to extend high-speed fibre broadband to St. John’s Point, Dunki-
neely, County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14983/19]

02/04/2019WRW01600410. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if it is planned to extend high-speed fibre broadband to Ballycroy, Dunkineely, 
County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14984/19]

02/04/2019WRW01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 409 and 410 together.

All premises in the areas referenced by the Deputy are in the AMBER area on the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s 
website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the pro-
posed State led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing 
procurement process. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
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will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements.

02/04/2019WRW01900Broadband Service Provision

02/04/2019WRW02000411. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out in a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15136/19]

02/04/2019WRW02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP.  The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State in-
tervention network is now at the final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government 
in the coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements.

  Question No. 412 answered with Question No. 399.

02/04/2019WRW02300National Broadband Plan

02/04/2019WRW02400413. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the position regarding the programme for partnership Government commit-
ment on broadband. [15118/19]

02/04/2019WRW02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) has been a catalyst in encouraging investment 
by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.3 million Irish premises had 
access to high speed broadband. When this Government came into office, this had risen to 52%. 
Today, 74% of premises can access high speed broadband.  The procurement process to appoint 
a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the final stage. I intend to bring a recom-
mendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
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will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements.

02/04/2019WRW02600National Broadband Plan

02/04/2019WRW02700414. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15278/19]

02/04/2019WRW02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The NBP aims to ensure high speed broadband access to all premises in Ireland, re-
gardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of commercial investment 
and a State led intervention.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the 
telecoms sector. In 2012, less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.3 million Irish premises had access 
to high speed broadband. When this Government came into office, this had risen to 52%. Today, 
74% of premises can access high speed broadband. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the 
coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements.

02/04/2019WRW02900Energy Schemes

02/04/2019WRW03000415. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to examine the potential for new support programmes, such 
as deep retrofit, to encourage home investment in certain energy efficient measures and sys-
tems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15285/19]

02/04/2019WRW03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department funds a range of support programmes and schemes to encourage 
homeowners to make their homes more energy efficient. Funding for these schemes, which are 
administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), will total €85m in 2018. 
Information and data on the operation of the schemes, including the Deep Retrofit Programme, 
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is routinely gathered by the SEAI. This information is used by my Department and the SEAI to 
evaluate and improve the existing schemes as well as identify opportunities for new schemes. 
Both organisations also monitor the approaches being taken in other jurisdictions in order to 
learn from their experiences. This approach of evaluation and international review will provide 
a sound basis on which to design future supports to encourage home energy efficiency upgrades.

02/04/2019WRW03200Energy Schemes

02/04/2019WRW03300416. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to test low-cost finance models, to identify and refine those best suited to 
consumer needs in order to increase the uptake of home energy investment with finance being 
one of the main barriers to energy efficiency investment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15286/19]

02/04/2019WRW03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Development Plan has identified a significant level of investment to 
fund home energy efficiency retrofit. However, it is clear that the Exchequer alone will not be 
able to fully fund the scale of retrofits that need to happen for Ireland to meet its national and 
EU climate targets. In order to address this, my Department is currently working with a num-
ber of key stakeholders to explore the potential for the introduction of new financing options 
to support energy efficiency. Actions in relation to smart finance to support energy efficiency 
measures will be considered in the context of the forthcoming All of Government Climate Plan.

02/04/2019WRW03500Energy Schemes

02/04/2019WRW03600417. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to provide the necessary supports to help homeowners un-
dertake home retrofits in order to prevent application abandonment for energy efficient grant 
schemes and to increase the uptake of home retrofits; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15288/19]

02/04/2019WRW03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department funds a number of energy efficiency schemes for homeowners that 
are administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The SEAI works on 
an ongoing basis to identify opportunities to reduce application abandonment and increase the 
number of successful applications made to the schemes they administer. This focus includes 
significant insights from SEAI’s Behavioural Economics Unit.  For example, in October of 
2018, SEAI reviewed the online application wizard through which members of the public can 
apply for SEAI grant funding. The review identified a number of steps which could be removed 
in order to reduce application abandonment. Following the review, the problematic steps were 
removed from the application wizard resulting in a more streamlined process for users. This ex-
ample of an innovative approach is in addition to the comprehensive information and guidance 
available from the SEAI through their website and information line.

More generally, I will shortly be publishing a new All of Government Climate Plan which 
will include a number of actions aimed at improving supports for homeowners and increasing 
the number of retrofits.

02/04/2019WRW03800Bituminous Fuel Ban
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02/04/2019WRW03900418. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will address a matter regarding the nationwide ban on fossil fuels (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15328/19]

02/04/2019WRW04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The ban on the marketing, sale and distribution of bituminous coal, or ‘the smoky 
coal ban’ as it is commonly known, was first introduced in Dublin in 1990, and subsequently 
extended to our major cities. Following a public consultation process, it was further extended 
in 2012, and now applies in 26 urban areas nationwide. The ban has proved very effective in 
reducing particulate matter and sulphur dioxide levels and has had the effect of significantly 
improving public health. Research indicates, for example, that the ban has resulted in over 350 
fewer annual deaths in Dublin alone.  In light of its significant health and environmental ben-
efits, it had been announced by a number of previous Ministers that the ban would be extended 
to the entire territory of the State. However, as the Deputy may be aware from recent press 
reports, a number of coal firms have indicated that they would legally challenge this decision. 

I have discussed this issue with the Attorney General, my Department is now working to 
finalise a legally robust plan which will improve air quality by reducing particulate matter in 
the air. However, pending the completion of this work I am aware of the need to provide clarity 
now to the public and to the trade to enable them adequately plan for purchases of stock for the 
2019/20 heating season. I can confirm therefore that the current ban on bituminous coal will not 
be extended nationwide for the 2019/20 heating season.

02/04/2019WRW04100Television Licences Data

02/04/2019WRW04200419. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of court prosecutions initiated by An Post in each of the years 2014 to 
2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and values of fines issued in each year; 
the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect of these pros-
ecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he will provide an age 
analysis of these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15344/19]

02/04/2019WRW04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Under the Broadcasting Act, 2009, An Post is the designated agent, acting on my be-
half, for the collection of the Television Licence fee. In line with the Act, An Post deals with all 
day to day operational matters of the current licence fee regime.   An Post makes every effort to 
bring evaders into the licensed pool and a considerable amount of time and resources are spent 
in dealing specifically with this issue. An Post concentrates its initial efforts on getting people 
to buy the licence when due and by following up with a series of reminder notices and inspector 
visits. Bringing people to court is a last resort and only carried out where all other means have 
failed.

The number of summons issued and cases brought to court between 2014 and 2018 are set 
out in the following table:

Year Number of Summons ap-
plied for

Number of cases brought to 
court

2014 20,877 13,976
2015 17,763 12,302
2016 17,608 11,994
2017 17,288 11,693
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2018 16,120 10,234

The imposition and collection of fines for non-payment of TV licence fees are a matter for 
the Courts Service in conjunction with An Garda Síochána. No statistics for fine collection, 
non-payment of fines or age analysis of outstanding fines are provided to An Post by the Courts 
Service.

02/04/2019WRW04400Fines Data

02/04/2019WRW04500420. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of court prosecutions initiated by ESB Network Limited in each of 
the years 2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and values of fines 
issued in each year; the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in 
respect of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he 
will provide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15347/19]

02/04/2019WRW04600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The initiation of legal proceedings is an operational matter for the Board and man-
agement of ESB Networks and is not one in which I, as Minister, have any statutory function.

02/04/2019WRW04700Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRW04800421. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department has undertaken procurement processes for consultancy agen-
cies, media or otherwise to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on 
social media or videos relating to his departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [15384/19]

02/04/2019WRW04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department incurred costs of €69,497 on social media services since May 2016 
to date, as set out in the following table.

Strategy/Policy Expenditure
National Waste Awareness Campaign €45,250
Trading Online Voucher Scheme Promotion €24,247

€69,497

The above services were procured in accordance with the relevant procurement procedures.

02/04/2019WRX00200Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRX00300422. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the way in which his Departmental officials have been contributing to and taking 
part in Government of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated 
in each of the policy areas of his Department; the Department that is the lead Department in 
relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15401/19]
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02/04/2019WRX00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department is active across a range of social media channels including Twit-
ter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.  My Department uses these channels to communicate 
ministerial news, Departmental updates, consultations, publications, events, and news about 
bodies under the aegis of the Department.  In addition, these channels will communicate and 
share news from other Departments where appropriate, or where there is cross-Departmental 
relevance.

Co-ordination of social media communication across different policy areas of this Depart-
ment is the responsibility of the Press and Communications Unit in the department.  For wider 
cross-departmental information, co-ordination will, where appropriate, be the responsibility of 
the Government Information Service.  In these instances, my Department will retweet and share 
relevant content.  There will occasionally be cross-Departmental policy initiatives for which 
social media communication will be led and co-ordinated by the policy Department in question, 
including this Department.  In these instances, my Department’s communications or press team 
would request that other Departments retweet or share relevant and useful content.

02/04/2019WRX00500Irish Language

02/04/2019WRX00600423. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Of-
ficial Languages Act 2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15486/19]

02/04/2019WRX00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In May 2018, my Department submitted its third language scheme for approval by 
the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. It was duly approved, coming into force 
on 28 May 2018. A copy of the scheme was at that time provided to the Office of An Coimisi-
néir Teanga.  The scheme will, in accordance with section 14(3) of the Official Language Act, 
remain in force for a period of three years, or until such time as a new scheme is confirmed. 

02/04/2019WRX00800Electric Vehicles

02/04/2019WRX00900424. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the national 
policy in terms of parking electric vehicles during recharging; and if local authorities are within 
their rights to charge parking fees for cars which are charging in designated spaces. [14794/19]

02/04/2019WRX01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The transition to 
alternatively-fuelled vehicles, including electric vehicles, EVs, is a necessary step-change to 
effect a substantial reduction in transport emissions.  In order to expedite the deployment of 
low carbon technologies, especially the uptake of EVs, my Department and the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and the Environment jointly convened an inter-Departmental 
Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce.  The Taskforce includes representatives from across the pub-
lic sector and has consulted widely with industry, stakeholders and representative groups. Phase 
1 of its Work Programme focused exclusively on EVs.  

 The role of public parking and parking charges were considered for the potential develop-
ment of a new further incentive to EV ownership as part of that Phase. A Progress Report sum-
marising the deliberations of the task force has been published on my Department’s website 
(available at: http://www.dttas.ie/public-transport/publications/english/low-emission-vehicle-
lev-taskforce-progress-report). Recommendations made by the task force were considered by 
Government ahead of Budgets 2018 and 2019, and a suite of continued and new EV supports 
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was established, with a notable increase in demand for and take-up of EVs taking place in 2018 
and 2019. 

 It is important to note that, under the Road Traffic Act, 1994, local authorities have the 
power to make bye-laws governing the type of paid parking controls in their areas. Therefore, it 
is a matter for each individual local authority to designate whether they apply and enforce free 
or paid parking for EVs while recharging.

02/04/2019WRX01100Airport Policy

02/04/2019WRX01200425. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
proactively ensure the prosperity of Shannon Airport and the mid-west region in view of Brexit 
and other challenges faced by the airport.  [15437/19]

02/04/2019WRX01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Shannon Airport is a 
strategic business within Shannon Group, a commercial state company established by statute 
in September 2014. The purpose of Shannon Group, overseen by a management team and a 
board of directors, is to promote and facilitate air transport and aviation services in and around 
Shannon Airport and to optimise the return on its land and property and on its shareholdings 
in subsidiary companies.  While I have no function in operational matters in the Company, as 
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I support all endeavours of the Group to ensure the 
prosperity of Shannon Airport in line with Government policy, taking account of national and 
EU law.

 The Deputy previously raised the issue of Brexit and Shannon Airport’s EU connectivity 
to which I explained that the introduction of new air services are commercial matters between 
airlines and airports, including Shannon Airport and I have no function in these decisions.  
I emphasised the importance of the aviation industry, including airports, taking steps to prepare 
and where possible to reduce their exposure and to limit reliance on any one particular destina-
tion or service.

As the Deputy is aware, the European Commission’s proposals aimed at ensuring basic 
air connectivity in a no deal scenario have now been finalised and the UK has confirmed its 
intention to reciprocate the proposed measures. While this cannot mitigate the overall impact 
of a no-deal scenario, or the assurances contained in the negotiated Withdrawal Agreement, the 
fears that aircraft might not be able to fly in the event of a no-deal Brexit are being addressed.

I recently met with the Chair and CEO of Shannon Group during which Brexit was raised, 
particularly in relation to EU hub connectivity.  My officials are engaging with Shannon Group 
to explore what options are available to procure such air services, including supports from our 
Tourism agency for cooperative marketing activity. 

02/04/2019WRX01400Ports Policy

02/04/2019WRX01500426. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
raised the issue of the ownership of Rosslare Europort with his UK counterpart; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14724/19]

02/04/2019WRX01600446. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 45 of 29 January 2019, if he has discussed the ownership of 
Rosslare Europort with his British counterpart; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[9439/19]

02/04/2019WRX01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 426 and 446 together.

Rosslare Europort is unique among the State-owned ports, as it is not a commercial com-
pany operating under the Harbours Acts, but is instead operated on a commercial basis as a 
division of Iarnród Éireann.  Technically, the port forms part of the Fishguard and Rosslare 
Railways and Harbours Company, which is a 19th-century joint-venture company, consisting 
today of Iarnród Éireann on the Irish side and Stena line on the Welsh (Fishguard) side.  

The status of the port, and whether its current status potentially inhibits its development, 
was considered in a strategic review, commissioned by the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport and carried out by Indecon Economic Consultants. 

Their report concluded that the creation of an independent port authority would be extreme-
ly difficult, given the port’s complex legal structure. Instead, it was recommended that the port 
remain in public ownership and that the possibilities for increased private sector involvement 
be investigated. 

In order to assist Iarnród Éireann’s overall consideration of how best to move forward, the 
company then engaged consultants to assess market interest. The assessment was largely posi-
tive in terms of the potential for increased private sector investment in the port. However, it 
did identify possible implementation issues due to the complicated legislative basis of the port.

Following that assessment, the Department sought and received detailed advice from the 
Office of the Attorney General on the matter. That advice identified a number of legal issues 
with any such proposal and those issues remain under consideration by my Department.

I have met individually with my UK counterpart, Secretary of State for Transport Chris 
Grayling, to discuss Brexit matters on three occasions since mid-2017. I most recently met the 
Secretary of State, at his request, in Dublin on 8 November last.  Our discussion fully respected 
the mandate of the EU’s Chief Brexit Negotiator, Michel Barnier. The Secretary of State out-
lined key areas of concern for the UK in relation to transport. 

While I did not specifically raise the issue of ownership of Rosslare Europort with the Sec-
retary of State, I set out the importance of continued transport connectivity between Ireland and 
the UK, including in relation to ports, aviation, road transport and cross-border rail services. 

I am satisfied that Rosslare Europort as a division of Iarnród Éireann is effectively manag-
ing operations at the port and looking at the potential of the port to develop further and take 
advantage of any new opportunities. The port is targeting growth and new business opportuni-
ties and recently received the approval of the Iarnród Éireann Board for a strategic plan to grow 
the port’s business.  

Iarnród Éireann and Rosslare Europort briefed my Department late last year on the com-
pany’s plans for strategic development of the port over the coming years. This includes invest-
ment plans for up to €25 million in customer facilities and port infrastructure, port assets and 
new technology.  The port is engaging with a number of potential new shipping customers to 
supplement existing operators and offer greater choice to freight and passenger business.

02/04/2019WRX01800Driver Test Waiting Lists
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02/04/2019WRX01900427. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the aver-
age waiting time at the National Driver Licence Service, NDLS, centre in Trim, County Meath 
in 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14763/19]

02/04/2019WRX02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

02/04/2019WRX02100Driver Test Waiting Lists

02/04/2019WRX02200428. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his at-
tention has been drawn to concerns expressed by numerous service users of the NDLS centre in 
Trim, County Meath regarding the long waiting times they are facing when attending the centre; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14764/19]

02/04/2019WRX02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Driver 
Licence Service, NDLS, are currently experiencing significantly increased demand due to the 
number of people wishing to exchange their UK driving licence for an Irish licence before 
Brexit. 

Extra resources are being put in place and many NDLS centres have extended their opening 
hours, by opening an hour earlier at 8 a.m. in the morning, and closing at 6 p.m. or 6.30 p.m. 
instead of 5 p.m. in the evening, resulting in a total of 220 extra opening hours this week across 
the network across the country. The extra opening hours are helping to meet demand. Priority is 
being given to UK licence exchanges with 38 staff working on UK licence exchange alone. Up 
to 600 licence exchanges are being processed daily.

When attending any of the 36 NDLS centres nationally for any reason, to apply for a learner 
permit or a driving licence, or to exchange a driving licence, it is recommended that an appoint-
ment be made. Due to the demand for UK licence exchanges, it may not be possible to make an 
appointment in time before 12 April deadline. The NDLS also provides approximately 1,300 
slots per day for walk-in appointments. There will be a longer wait time for walk-ins, but I am 
in formed that no-one has been turned away from a centre and that the queues are not too long. 
The walk-in slots equate to about 50% of the total slots available. Walk-in visits are encouraged 
before 11 a.m. and after 3 p.m. to avoid peak times. Details of the centres’ opening hours are 
available on www.ndls.ie.

Booking availability has been increased from 4 to 6 weeks ahead to facilitate those who may 
be renewing a licence or learner permit and are not in an immediate rush. This has helped to 
reduce the pressure and allow more walk-in slots for exchange applications.

02/04/2019WRX02400Regional Road Network

02/04/2019WRX02500429. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount of funding requested by Louth County Council in 2018 to support the development of 
the northern port access route in Drogheda, County Louth; the criteria laid down to qualify for 
such capital funding; the reason the funding application from Louth County Council was unsuc-
cessful; his plan to fund the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14768/19]

02/04/2019WRX02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement 
and maintenance of regional and local roads in County Louth is the statutory responsibility of 
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Louth County Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. 
Works on those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State 
road grants.  The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for 
the local authority.  My Department has no grant application on hand in relation to the proposed 
Drogheda Northern Cross Port Access road.

Given the cutbacks in State funding for regional and local roads since the financial crisis, 
it has been necessary to curtail the grant programme for major new regional and local road 
schemes and for major realignment schemes in order to protect the funding available for the 
maintenance of the existing network. The bulk of the funding allocated under Project Ireland 
2040 is, therefore, earmarked for the maintenance and renewal of the road network with some 
limited investment in the new projects.

02/04/2019WRX02700Railway Stations

02/04/2019WRX02800430. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Athy train 
station will become a staffless station; and if so, his plans to ensure that assistance is provided 
to persons that need it to alight and disembark trains. [14776/19]

02/04/2019WRX02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a response within 10 working days.

02/04/2019WRX03000Driver Licences

02/04/2019WRX03100431. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
measures in place to ensure that UK driver licences are recognised here in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14809/19]

02/04/2019WRX03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Ireland recognises 
driving licences issued by other Member States. When the UK leaves the EU, the UK will no 
longer be a Member State and therefore UK driving licences will no longer be recognised. 

Legislation exists to allow for the recognition of foreign driving licences for exchange pur-
poses in section 23A of the Road Traffic Act 1961.  If there is a no-deal Brexit, the UK becomes 
a third country and the potential then exists for arrangements to be made under section 23A. Ire-
land will be pursuing this option. The introduction of such legislative measures here in Ireland 
will depend on a formal agreement with the UK being finalised, following the UK’s departure 
from the EU.

02/04/2019WRX03300Noise Pollution

02/04/2019WRX03400432. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to manage the identified noise issues and effects in Ongar, Dublin 15 deriving from changes in 
flight paths in and around Dublin Airport; his plans to prevent and reduce environmental noise 
in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14813/19]
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02/04/2019WRX03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I recall the Deputy 
made reference to this matter last week in the Dáil, during our debate on the the Aircraft Noise 
(Dublin Airport) Regulation Bill, 2018.  As the Deputy is aware, this Bill implements EU Regu-
lation 598/2014 and designates Fingal County Council as the noise regulator for Dublin Airport. 

This Bill provides that noise mitigation measures and operating restrictions can be intro-
duced, where necessary, to mitigate any identified noise problem.  Furthermore, the Bill pro-
vides enforcement powers to the regulator and strengthens its monitoring role.  It is also im-
portant to note that the Bill requires full public consultation before the regulator makes a final 
decision about noise-related operating measures or restrictions at the airport.  The Bill provides 
for an independent appeals process, with An Bord Pleanála as the appeals body. 

In summary, this Bill provides, for the first time, that noise generated by aircraft activity at 
Dublin Airport – including inbound and outbound flights – will be subject to extensive, detailed 
assessment; to on-going monitoring; and to regular review.  I am proposing to raise the bar in 
relation to what the DAA – as the operator of Dublin Airport – is required to do in terms of 
complying with noise rules. 

As regards any change in flight paths in and around Dublin Airport, that is an operational 
matter for the Irish Aviation Authority, which is responsible for managing the safe passage of 
flights into and out of Dublin Airport.   I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for direct 
reply in respect of flight paths affecting the Ongar area.  Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a reply within ten working days.

02/04/2019WRX03600Ministerial Meetings

02/04/2019WRX03700433. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he met with a person (details supplied) on 12 July 2017; if so, the minutes for the meeting; if 
other persons were present; the issues that were discussed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14888/19]

02/04/2019WRX03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In June 2017, the per-
son mentioned by the Deputy requested a meeting with the Minister of State for Tourism and 
Sport and me to brief us on progress within the women’s game in the relevant sport and to dis-
cuss areas where my Department could assist the organisation in its efforts to positively drive 
the women’s game forward.  The Minister of State, Deputy Brendan Griffin and I, accompanied 
by an official from my Department, met with the CEO and another representative from the or-
ganisation on 12 July 2017 at which they made a presentation on developments in the women’s 
game, including a proposal for Government support. The Minister of State and I undertook to 
consider the proposal. 

The meeting was not minuted. However, the official who attended the meeting did prepare a 
note on the meeting for the information of the head of the relevant division within my Depart-
ment. I will arrange for a copy of the official’s note to be forwarded to the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRX03900Ministerial Meetings

02/04/2019WRX04000434. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
met with a person (details supplied) on 20 October 2017; if so, the minutes for the meeting; if 
other persons were present; the issues that were discussed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14889/19]
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02/04/2019WRX04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I can confirm that I 
met with the person mentioned by the Deputy on 20 October 2017.  I was accompanied at the 
meeting by the assistant secretary in my Department with responsibility for sport.

The meeting was not minuted. However, I can inform the Deputy that the discussion related  
to the overall level of funding allocated for Sport Ireland in the 2018 Budget.

02/04/2019WRX04200Ministerial Meetings

02/04/2019WRX04300435. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he met with persons (details supplied) on 2 March 2017; if so, the minutes of the meeting; if 
other person were present; the issues that were discussed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14890/19]

02/04/2019WRX04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I can confirm that I 
met with the persons mentioned by the Deputy on 2 March 2017. The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss funding for the payment of legal bills in a legal case in which the relevant or-
ganisation was the defendant. 

I was accompanied at the meeting by three officials and two advisers. 

I will arrange for a copy of the minutes of the meeting to be forwarded to the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRX04500Ministerial Meetings

02/04/2019WRX04600436. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
met representatives from Sport Ireland on 2 June 2017; if so, the minutes of the meeting; the 
names of the persons that were present; the issues that were discussed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14891/19]

02/04/2019WRX04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I can confirm that I 
met with the persons mentioned by the Deputy on 2 June 2017. The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss the development of the Sport Ireland National Sports Campus and in particular Phase 
2 of the National Indoor Arena.  Minister Paschal Donohoe and I approved sanction for this 
project in July 2017. The project is proceeding within budget and currently in its final phase of 
construction. It is expected that construction will be completed at the end of April.

I was accompanied at the meeting by three officials and two advisers.

Given that the project is not yet complete, and the note of the meeting contains references 
to matters that are commercially sensitive, I do not propose to release the note of the meeting at 
this point in time.  I would be happy to release all records relevant to the project at an appropri-
ate time soon after the project is completed.  

02/04/2019WRX04800Official Engagements

02/04/2019WRX04900437. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of home and away Republic of Ireland soccer matches at all levels and categories he 
has attended since he assumed office; if an organisation (details supplied) has incurred costs 
regarding his attendance at matches here or abroad; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [14892/19]

02/04/2019WRX05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The following is a list 
of the Republic of Ireland football games that I have attended since May 2016.

The FAI incurred no costs arising from me attending the games. 

DATE GAME PLACE
2016   
27 May Rep of Ire V Netherlands Aviva Stadium
18 June Rep of Ire V Belgium Stade de Bordeaux
22 June Rep of Ire V Italy Stade Pierre Mauroy
26 June Rep of Ire V France Lyon
6 October Rep of Ire V Georgia Aviva Stadium

DATE GAME PLACE
2017   
24 March Rep of Ire V Wales Aviva Stadium
28 March Rep of Ire V Iceland Aviva Stadium
10 April Women’s International Rep 

of Ire V Slovakia
Tallaght Stadium

11 June Rep of Ire V Austria Aviva Stadium
5 September Rep of Ire V Serbia Aviva Stadium
6 October Rep of Ire V Muldova Aviva Stadium
11 November Rep of Ire V Denmark Copenhagen
14 November Rep of Ire V Denmark Aviva Stadium

DATE GAME PLACE
2018   
2 June Rep of Ire V USA Aviva Stadium
13 October Rep of Ire V Denmark Aviva Stadium
16 October Rep of Ire V Wales Aviva Stadium

DATE GAME PLACE
 2019 – NIL to date   

02/04/2019WRX05100Light Rail Projects Status

02/04/2019WRX05200438. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the report on the revised MetroLink route will be published; the expected timetable to 
complete a metro from Swords and Dublin Airport to O’Connell Street; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14905/19]

02/04/2019WRX05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
likely now aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) published the MetroLink “Preferred 
Route” for public consultation on Tuesday, 26 March.  The closing date for receipt of submis-
sions on the “Preferred Route” is Tuesday 21 May 2019. 
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As stated in the documentation published for public consultation, the NTA and Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII) will then work on finalising a business case for submission to Gov-
ernment. It is expected that an Railway Order application will be lodged with An Bord Pleanála 
in Q2 2020 and construction can begin once that process is complete.

02/04/2019WRX05400Road Traffic Legislation

02/04/2019WRX05500439. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the key road traffic legislation apart from section 9 of the Road Traffic Act 2004 and statutory 
instruments which indicate the speed limits which may be specified currently in by-laws; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14906/19]

02/04/2019WRX05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Sections 5 to 8 of 
the Road Traffic Act 2004 set out default speed limits for different classes of roads.  Section 9 
of that Act 2004, and associated statutory instruments, set out special speed limits, that is the 
speed limits which may be set in bye-laws in this country and which differ from the default 
speed limits.

It is a matter for the local authorities to assign speed limits to each of the roads and streets un-
der their jurisdiction.

02/04/2019WRX05700Transport Policy

02/04/2019WRX05800440. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
will publish the national freight policy. [14941/19]

02/04/2019WRX05900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department is 
reviewing how it intervenes in the various freight modes of road, rail, maritime and air, to iden-
tify how we can best support all involved in the logistics chain, including producers, retailers, 
importers, exporters and transport providers.  

However, the current priority is to focus on the necessary contingency options and measures 
resulting from Brexit.  As Brexit outcomes become clear over time, the Department will con-
centrate on how best to address freight movement priorities in the new post-Brexit environment.

02/04/2019WRY00200Sports Capital Programme Applications

02/04/2019WRY00300441. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
will announce successful applicants under the sports capital fund allocation for 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14957/19]

02/04/2019WRY00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme opened for applications on 
Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 19 October.  By that deadline, 
a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162 million in funding.

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7 million in allocations to 170 projects were announced on 
17 January.
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Work is now underway in assessing the new 2018 applications.

For the first time, applicants who have submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
will be given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period.  While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed.  Accordingly, I expect that it will be the third quarter of this year before the full set of 
allocations under this current round of the programme are announced.

02/04/2019WRY00500Public Transport

02/04/2019WRY00600442. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
impact that the BusConnects policy will have regarding the restriction of traffic flow and ac-
cess to the area of the national children’s hospital has been given due consideration; if local 
residents’ objections to BusConnects have been noted; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14972/19]

02/04/2019WRY00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
development and implementation of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area 
including BusConnects.

Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your query to the NTA 
for their consideration and direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to notify my office if he has not 
received a reply within 10 days.

02/04/2019WRY00800Ministerial Meetings

02/04/2019WRY00900443. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of times to date in the past three years the Minister of State with special responsibility 
for tourism and sport has met directly a person, an organisation and its representatives (details 
supplied); if he will supply a schedule of those meetings; the nature of those meetings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15132/19]

02/04/2019WRY01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Since I became Minister of State with responsibility for Tourism and Sport in 
June of 2017 I have met with the CEO of the FAI on 4 occasions.

These are as follows

28 June 2017 at 10 a.m. - this was an opportunity for me to meet with the CEO as the new 
Minister and was part of a series of meetings with heads of sporting NGBs.

12 July 2017 at 11 a.m. - this was a joint meeting held with Minister Ross and myself to 
discuss  funding for women’s soccer.

12 September 2017 at 12.15 p.m. to discuss Ireland hosting the Euro 2020 qualifying draw.

28 March 2018 at 9 a.m. with the CEO of the FAI and the Aviva Stadium Director on plans 
for Euro 2020.
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Also as Minister of State with responsibility for Tourism and Sport I have from time to time 
met the CEO of the FAI at sporting events, facility visits and functions that I have attended in 
an official capacity.

02/04/2019WRY01100Light Rail Projects

02/04/2019WRY01200444. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
redirect the funding that would have been used for the remainder of metro south to bring for-
ward the timeline for delivery of metro west from Blanchardstown to Tallaght via Clondalkin 
(details supplied). [15139/19]

02/04/2019WRY01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is no 
doubt aware, Metro West is not included in the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) Transport 
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 - 2035.

The Strategy does include a proposed Luas to Lucan and I can inform the Deputy that Proj-
ect Ireland 2040 provides funding for the planning, design and appraisal of that project.

Of course, the particular area referred to by the Deputy will also benefit from the invest-
ments planned under the DART Expansion Programme, which is another of the key flagship 
public transport projects to be funded under Project Ireland 2040.

In terms of orbital services, the Deputy will be aware that under BusConnects it is proposed 
to greatly enhance the provision of orbital bus services across the city, including on the west of 
the city.

As regards funding of MetroLink, the NTA and TII will submit a finalised business case 
to Government over the coming months once the current public consultation on the Preferred 
Route has concluded.

02/04/2019WRY01400National Transport Authority Data

02/04/2019WRY01500445. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
lines and indicative costs for transport projects (details supplied). [15144/19]

02/04/2019WRY01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, as Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and ag-
gregate funding of public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport infrastructure in the 
Greater Dublin Area, including individual DART and Luas projects such as the Deputy refers.

Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your queries to the 
NTA for their consideration and direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to notify my office if he 
has not received a reply within 10 days.

Question No. 446 answered with Question No. 426.

02/04/2019WRY01800Brexit Preparations

02/04/2019WRY01900447. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extra preparations he plans to make to facilitate persons and materials travelling through the 
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port of Cork in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9744/19]

02/04/2019WRY02000448. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extra preparations he plans to make to facilitate persons and materials travelling through Cork 
Airport in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9745/19]

02/04/2019WRY02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 447 and 448 together.

The Government has been clear that its approach to preparing for Brexit is aimed at mini-
mising the impact it could have on our trade and our economy while seeking an orderly with-
drawal of the UK from the EU.

The establishment of the additional controls at ports and at Dublin airport that would be 
required in a no deal Brexit scenario is being co-ordinated by an interdepartmental group under 
the chairmanship of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, with representation 
from a range of stakeholders across Government.  The group has focused on three locations 
for which we are heavily dependent on connectivity to the UK, namely, Dublin Port, Dublin 
Airport and Rosslare Europort.  The Office of Public Works has been tasked with delivering the 
required facilities for these agriculture, health and customs checks at these locations. Cork Air-
port and the Port of Cork are not expected to require any additional infrastructure to deal with 
any potential changes resulting from the UK’s departure from the European Union.

The establishment of air transport connections are the result of commercial agreements 
between airlines and airports.  I have continued to reiterate the importance of the aviation in-
dustry, including airports, taking steps to prepare for Brexit and where possible to reduce their 
exposure.

As the Deputy will be aware, the European Commission last year put forward a draft leg-
islative proposal aimed at ensuring basic air connectivity in a no deal Brexit scenario.  The 
measures proposed will, subject to reciprocity on the part of the UK, provide a large degree 
of certainty to the Irish aviation sector and to the travelling public.  The situation was further 
clarified on 7 March 2019, when the UK confirmed its intention to reciprocate the proposed 
measures. While this cannot mitigate the overall impact of a no-deal scenario, or the assurances 
contained in the negotiated Withdrawal Agreement, the fears that aircraft might not be able to 
fly are being addressed.

Government also supports the development of air connectivity and the expansion of air ser-
vices more generally through funding from Tourism Ireland for cooperative marketing activity.  
Cooperative campaigns with partners facilitate increased marketing effort and help promote the 
destination more widely.  An increased budget allocation in Tourism Ireland for 2019 will con-
tinue to support both seasonal and regional growth and will be underscored by a commitment to 
focus co-operative partnership activities on the January-April and October-December periods 
for Great Britain and the North American and European markets.  I encourage all airports to 
avail of this funding to optimise air services.

 Cork Port is currently undertaking major capital infrastructure programmes and these pro-
grammes will enhance national and international connectivity, and provide for future increases 
in trade and national port capacity requirements by facilitating more vessels, larger sized ves-
sels and increased tonnage and throughput. 

My Department has also sought to assess the existing maritime capacity for direct sailings 
between Ireland and continental EU ports as a potential alternative route for trade currently us-
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ing the Landbridge.  My Department has established that there is capacity in ports other than 
Dublin and Rosslare that could be of some assistance in the event of a no deal Brexit.  The main 
spare capacity available in 2019 is in relation to Lift-on/ Lift -off (LO-LO), in Cork, among oth-
ers, and for bulk, rather than in respect of Roll-on / Roll-off traffic.  However, shipping services 
are market driven and I believe that ferry operators will respond to economic developments 
and increase or decrease in capacity in response to market developments.  There have already 
been responses from the shipping companies adding additional freight capacity on direct sail-
ings to the continent, for example, Brittany Ferries has established a direct route from Cork to 
Santander in Spain, creating capacity for 35,000 additional freight units annually.

Should there be modal shift from RORO to LOLO the Port of Cork has spare capacity to 
cater for additional LOLO. 

In addition, strengthening access routes to Ireland’s ports through investment to upgrade 
and enhance the road transport network is, and remains, a Government priority.  Examples of 
such investments include the planned N28 Cork to Ringaskiddy Road to improve access to the 
Port of Cork.

02/04/2019WRY02300Rail Accidents Reports

02/04/2019WRY02400449. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
request statistics from the rail accident investigation unit with regard to the number of acci-
dents for each year since 2009 involving collisions between trains, cars and pedestrians at level 
crossings on the heavy rail system in tabular form; if the type of crossing, the location and the 
accident category can be defined (details supplied) in terms of the occurrence reported to the 
European Rail Agency; if the required recommendations were acted upon in a timely man-
ner to prevent such accidents from reoccurring; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15188/19]

02/04/2019WRY02500454. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of recommendations the rail accident investigations unit has made in relation to non-
automated rail crossing points; if all the recommendations made in its reports since 2008 have 
been fully implemented to prevent the recurrence of further accidents; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15293/19]

02/04/2019WRY02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 449 and 454 together.

The Railway Accident Investigation Unit (RAIU) is a statutory body that performs its func-
tions, independent of my Department, under the European Union (Railway Safety) (Reporting 
and Investigation of Serious Accidents, Accidents and Incidents) Regulations 2014 (S.I. No. 
258 of 2014).

With regard to statistics, the RAIU have a statutory obligation under that statutory instru-
ment and the associated EU Railway Safety Directive to publish, by 30 September each year, an 
annual report accounting for the investigations carried out in the preceding year, the safety rec-
ommendations that were issued and actions taken in accordance with recommendations issued 
previously.  The RAIU is required to send a copy of the annual report to the European Union 
Agency for Railways, to the Commission for Railway Regulation and the Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport.  I do not request the RAIU to provide statistics in any other format.

The annual report publications for years 2008 to 2017 are available on the RAIU website 
at www.raiu.ie and contain summary details to indicate if an investigation concerned a level 
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crossing including the location and particulars of the incident.  The annual reports contain de-
tails in relation to safety recommendations issued each year, including any recommendations 
that relate to non-automated rail crossing points and the status on the actions taken in relation to 
those.  Full details of safety recommendations issued by the RAIU are set out in the RAIU in-
vestigation reports which are also available on the RAIU website.  The safety authority (the 
Commission for Railway Regulation) has a role under S.I. No. 258 of 2014 to take the neces-
sary measures to ensure that the safety recommendations are duly taken into consideration and, 
where appropriate, acted upon.

02/04/2019WRY02700Coast Guard Services

02/04/2019WRY02800450. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if volunteer 
coastguard rescue technicians were consulted prior to the Irish Coast Guard issuing a recent ten-
der for life jacket replacements and cliff-climbing equipment; and if not, the reason. [15196/19]

02/04/2019WRY02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Coast Guard, 
which is a Division of my Department, is conducting tender processes for both life jackets and 
cliff climbing equipment. Both tenders are for replacements based on specifications already 
agreed. In other words, they are “like for like” and intended simply to replace stock which 
is coming to end of life in 2019.  Expertise within the Coast Guard is available to determine 
whether changes to these specifications are required - which in these cases was not deemed nec-
essary.  The IRCG does not have “rescue technicians”.  However a Technical Advisory Group 
comprising both full-time and volunteer members was established as a sub-committee of the 
Coastal Unit Advisory Group to assist in such matters when required.  The CUAG is also an 
important forum for volunteers to raise issues in relation to equipment.  The CUAG is kept in-
formed of these and other tender processes as appropriate.

02/04/2019WRY03000Brexit Issues

02/04/2019WRY03100451. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way in 
which he plans to treat drivers with UK licences or licences that are approved by the UK (de-
tails supplied) in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15242/19]

02/04/2019WRY03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Irish driver licensing 
law operates within a framework of EU law.  It is important to remember that driver licensing 
law exists to ensure that people licensed to drive on our roads meet high standards of safety.  
The standards for testing drivers are set at EU level.

An EU driving licence is exchangeable for an Irish driving licence, except where the licence 
issued by the other Member State was itself issued in exchange for a licence from a state that 
is not a Member State, or a state that Ireland does not have a licence exchange agreement with.  
For example, if a Zimbabwean licence was exchanged for a UK licence, that UK licence can 
not then be exchanged for an Irish licence, as Ireland does not have a driving licence exchange 
agreement with Zimbabwe.

When people come to Ireland with a non-exchange licence, we have no option but to require 
them to go through the process of obtaining an Irish licence.  While they will have to go through 
the normal driver learning process, as they have a full but non-exchange licence they can avail 
of the shorter Essential Driver Training of 6 lessons instead of the usual 12, and they do not 
have to wait the usual minimum of 6 months before taking a driving test.



Questions - Written Answers

214

02/04/2019WRY03300Public Transport

02/04/2019WRY03400452. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects low carbon emission buses to be operational in Dublin; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15289/19]

02/04/2019WRY03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
development and implementation of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area 
including the purchase of fleet for the PSO bus network.

Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your query to the NTA 
for their consideration and direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to notify my office if he has not 
received a reply within 10 days.

02/04/2019WRY03600EU Regulations

02/04/2019WRY03700453. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the position regarding the introduction of intelligent speed apparatus (details supplied); his 
views on such a measure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15290/19]

02/04/2019WRY03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The European Com-
mission, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union have reached a provi-
sional political agreement on a number of proposed amendments to the General Safety Regula-
tion (Regulation (EC) No. 661/2009).  The proposed amendments will introduce a number of 
safety systems that will become mandatory for the manufacturing of new vehicles.  The major-
ity of these improvements will come into effect from 2022.

I favour these proposals as they will make our roads safer for motorists, pedestrians and 
cyclists.  As the Deputy will be aware, road safety has been a priority for me as Minister, and 
therefore I welcome the proposed changes and indeed any change that makes our roads a safer 
place for all.

The mandatory use of Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA) systems for new vehicles is one el-
ement of the proposals and this system will alert motorists who drive over the speed limit and 
consequently should encourage drivers to stay within the proper designated speed limit.  Al-
though the design and intended operation of the system has not yet been agreed upon, the ISA 
system will not physically limit the speed of a vehicle as reported in some parts of the media 
recently.

Question No. 454 answered with Question No. 449.

02/04/2019WRY04000Noise Pollution

02/04/2019WRY04100455. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the obligations on the DAA to respond to reports of noise made by 
residents living in the environs of Dublin Airport to the relevant DAA phone number further 
to reports that no responses have been received from residents making noise complaints since 
January 2019; the obligations in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15311/19]
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02/04/2019WRY04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department does 
not hold the information requested by the Deputy.  I have, however, forwarded your request to 
daa for direct reply to the Deputy.  If you do not receive a reply from the Company within ten 
working days please contact my private office.

As the Deputy is aware, I am currently progressing the Aircraft Noise (Dublin Airport) 
Regulation Bill, 2018 through the Houses.  This Bill implements EU Regulation 598/2014 and 
designates Fingal County Council as the noise regulator for Dublin Airport.  The Bill provides 
that in the future, complaints about noise will be made to the new Noise Regulator, which will 
have a strengthened noise monitoring role, and enforcement powers.

02/04/2019WRY04300Departmental Agencies

02/04/2019WRY04400456. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of court prosecutions initiated by the Commission for Aviation Regulation in each of the 
years 2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and value of fines is-
sued in each year; the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in 
respect of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he 
will provide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15338/19]

02/04/2019WRY04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Subject to Section 6 
of the Aviation Regulation Act 2001, the Commission for Aviation Regulation is independent 
in the exercise of its functions.  As this question relates to operational matters under these 
functions, I have referred the Deputy’s question concerning court prosecutions and fines to the 
Commission for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to notify my office if he has not received 
a reply within ten working days.

02/04/2019WRY04600Departmental Agencies

02/04/2019WRY04700457. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of court prosecutions initiated by the Commission for Taxi Regulation in each of the years 
2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and value of fines issued in 
each year; the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect 
of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he will pro-
vide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15341/19]

02/04/2019WRY04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I believe the Deputy 
is referring to the National Transport Authority (NTA).  The regulation of the small public ser-
vice vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the NTA under the provisions of the Taxi Regula-
tion Act 2013.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply to him.  I 
would ask the Deputy to notify my office if he has not received a reply within 10 days.

02/04/2019WRY04900Road Safety Authority Data

02/04/2019WRY05000458. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of court prosecutions initiated by the Road Safety Authority in each of the years 2014 to 
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2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and value of fines issued in each year; 
the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect of these pros-
ecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he will provide an age 
analysis of these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15343/19]

02/04/2019WRY05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

02/04/2019WRY05200National Transport Authority

02/04/2019WRY05300459. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of court prosecutions initiated by the National Transport Authority in each of the years 2014 to 
2018; the result of each of these court cases; the number and value of fines issued in each year; 
the value of fines collected each year; the value of fines still outstanding in respect of these pros-
ecutions; the arrangements in place to collect the outstanding fines; if he will provide an age 
analysis of these outstanding fines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15349/19]

02/04/2019WRY05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to advise my private office if he does not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

02/04/2019WRZ00200Public Transport Subsidies

02/04/2019WRZ00300460. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
a company (details supplied) is in receipt of and entitled to receive State subsidies or subsidies 
from the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15374/19]

02/04/2019WRZ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Luas is operated un-
der a gross cost contract which was awarded to Transdev after a competitive tender jointly by 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and the National Transport Authority (NTA).  I can advise 
the Deputy that currently the revenue taken for services, which accrues to TII, is more than the 
fee paid to Transdev to operate the services.  There are therefore no subsidies involved from the 
Exchequer or from the EU.

02/04/2019WRZ00500Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRZ00600461. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department has undertaken procurement processes relating to consultancy agencies, media or 
otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or 
videos relating to his departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [15397/19]

02/04/2019WRZ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Department un-
dertakes a procurement process to engage a media agency for the provision of a campaign to 
promote the annual national Bike Week initiative.  Information on all external expenditure is 
published on my Department’s website and can be found at the following link: www.dttas.ie/
corporate/english/expenditure-external-services.
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02/04/2019WRZ00800Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRZ00900462. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way 
in which his departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Government 
of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the policy 
areas of his Department; the Department that is the lead Department for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [15414/19]

02/04/2019WRZ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Department does 
not have a social media presence and therefore does not take direct part in ‘Government of 
Ireland’ social media campaigns.  Any material for such campaigns from my Department is 
provided through the normal channels of communication between the Department and other 
relevant Government Departments.  The Press Office in the Department keeps our agencies up 
to date on any relevant campaigns which might be of interest to them. 

02/04/2019WRZ01100Rural Transport Services Provision

02/04/2019WRZ01200463. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has continued to evaluate rural transport requirements with a view to bring-
ing transport to persons rather than forcing persons to converge on towns and villages as the 
population increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15449/19]

02/04/2019WRZ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

As I advised the Deputy in response to his identical Questions on 06 November, 2018 (ref no 
45347/18) and 12 December 2018 (ref no 52455/18), the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger transport services 
nationally.  The NTA also has national responsibility for integrated local and rural transport, 
including management of the Rural Transport Programme (RTP) which now operates under the 
Local Link brand. 

Noting this, I forwarded the Deputy’s Question of 06 November to the NTA for direct reply. 
I am advised that the NTA replied to the Deputy on 12 November last.

02/04/2019WRZ01400Traffic Management

02/04/2019WRZ01500464. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans being advanced to combat the traffic congestion on the M50 route; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15450/19]

02/04/2019WRZ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning,  operation and im-
provement of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) along with other stakeholders, is continuing to imple-
ment a number of measures on the M50 to optimise operational efficiency.  
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It should be noted that  a single piece of infrastructure cannot be looked at in isolation in an 
urban context.  The National Transport Authority’s (NTA) Transport Strategy for the Greater 
Dublin Area (GDA) 2016- 2035 sets out a number of projects and initiatives that, when imple-
mented, will greatly ease congestion for commuters.  Project Ireland 2040 provides the funding 
for flagship projects such as BusConnects, DART Expansion and MetroLink.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII and NTA for a direct re-
ply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Questions Nos. 465 and 466 answered with Question No. 56.

02/04/2019WRZ01700Brexit Preparations

02/04/2019WRZ01800467. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects to develop facilities at ports and airports in order to enhance access 
to the European Union and the global community in the aftermath of Brexit; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15453/19]

02/04/2019WRZ01900469. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he is making provision for the eventuality of Brexit with particular reference to 
its implications for air and sea travel in view of the necessity to ensure easy travel access to con-
tinental Europe for Irish customers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15455/19]

02/04/2019WRZ02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 467 and 469 together.

As an island nation, Ireland is entirely dependent on maritime and aviation networks for 
trade, tourism and the movement of people.  Brexit has been identified as the Department’s 
highest strategic risk and the Department’s response has been structured accordingly.  While 
planning continues for both a ‘no-deal’ Brexit and a ‘central case’ Brexit, the Government’s 
preparations for a ‘no-deal’ Brexit have increased significantly in recent months. 

While the full implications of Brexit for air and sea transport are not yet clear, I do not an-
ticipate that direct maritime or direct air services by community carriers from Ireland to conti-
nental Europe will be  affected, even in a no-deal scenario. 

In terms of maritime travel and trade, my Department and other relevant Government De-
partments are working with the key ports engaged in direct Ireland-GB trade. The establishment 
of additional controls at ports and at Dublin airport that would be required in a no deal Brexit 
scenario is being co-ordinated by an interdepartmental group under the chairmanship of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, with representation from a range of stakehold-
ers across Government.  The group has focused on three locations for which we are heavily de-
pendent on connectivity to the UK, namely, Dublin Port, Dublin Airport and Rosslare Europort.  
The Office of Public Works has been tasked with delivering the required facilities for these 
agriculture, health and customs checks at these locations.

Airlines and shipping companies operate as independent, market-driven commercial com-
panies and planning and preparations in the context of Brexit are operational matters for each. 
However, I am aware through consultations by my Department with shipping and airline com-
panies that they are contingency planning, including for a no-deal Brexit. 

Government also supports the development of air connectivity and the expansion of air ser-
vices more generally through funding from Tourism Ireland for cooperative marketing activity. 
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Cooperative campaigns with partners facilitate increased marketing effort and help promote the 
destination more widely. An increased budget allocation in Tourism Ireland for 2019 will con-
tinue to support both seasonal and regional growth and will be underscored by a commitment to 
focus co-operative partnership activities on the January-April and October-December periods 
for Great Britain and the North American and European markets.  I encourage all airports to 
avail of this funding to optimise air services.

In relation to shipping, in the past shipping operators have responded to economic develop-
ments and increased or reduced capacity in response to market demands. Following a series of 
recent meetings with the major ferry companies operating at our ports, I am confident that ship-
ping services can be expected to adapt to changing market demands that may arise and we have 
seen the evidence of this over recent months with the increase in shipping capacity on direct 
routes to continental ports.  These services include the MV Celine which was last year launched 
from Dublin Port and will serve routes to Rotterdam and Zeebrugge and the MV WB Yeats, 
which will operate between Dublin and France. Additionally, a new ferry route to Santander in 
Spain commenced from the Port of Cork in 2018.

In relation to infrastructural requirements, the Government’s Project Ireland 2040 recognis-
es the role and infrastructural plans of ports and airports in supporting continued enhancement 
of Ireland’s high-quality international connectivity.  Key actions planned include a new run-
way for Dublin Airport, continued development of Cork and Shannon Airports, investment in 
Ireland West Airport Knock, and for smaller airports under the Regional Airports Programme.  
There will also be major development of Dublin, Cork, Shannon-Foynes and other ports, as 
well as investment in transport connectivity to ports.

02/04/2019WRZ02100Sports Events

02/04/2019WRZ02200468. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he continues to liaise with the various sporting organisations with a view to fa-
cilitating the use of Ireland as a venue for worldwide competitions in sport; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15454/19]

02/04/2019WRZ02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The hosting of major sports competitions, both participative and spectator sports, 
can provide great opportunities to showcase Ireland and drive international visitor numbers.  In 
addition, the media coverage of sports events helps to put Ireland onto travel itineraries as a 
holiday destination.  

Accordingly, I am very supportive of the work of the tourism agencies and the national gov-
erning bodies of sport to attract international events, subject, of course, to an assessment of the 
costs and benefits involved in any State financial support, in particular the number of overseas 
visitors.  

Fáilte Ireland provides financial assistance, subject to eligibility criteria, to applicants who 
are proposing to bid to host international events (including sporting events) in Ireland that 
would attract significant numbers of international visitors.  When an event with international 
tourism appeal is confirmed for Ireland, Tourism Ireland would then promote it in relevant 
markets overseas.  

In terms of forthcoming sporting events, Ireland will host four games as part of the UEFA 
EURO 2020 football tournament in June 2020 - three group games and one round of 16 game.  
The bid to host was a collaborative effort between the Football Association of Ireland, Dublin 
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City Council and my Department.  Depending on qualification, up to 160,000 overseas visitors 
may attend Euro 2020 matches in Dublin.  Ireland will also host the UEFA European Under 17 
Championships later in 2019.

Minister Ross and I also support efforts to explore possibilities to host other major sporting 
events.  With regard to soccer, we welcomed the announcement by the FAI and IFA of their 
intention to submit a joint bid to host the UEFA European Under 21 Championships in 2023.  
In addition, the national football associations of the United Kingdom and Ireland are in discus-
sions about the feasibility of bidding to host the 2030 FIFA World Cup.  This consideration is 
at a very early stage.  

In the sport of golf, Minister Ross and Department officials met with representatives of the 
PGA European Tour at the Ryder Cup in Paris last year to discuss the possible hosting of a fu-
ture Ryder Cup in Ireland.  The PGA European Tour subsequently visited Dublin and met the 
Taoiseach and Minister Ross.  The purpose of these meetings was to explore the opportunities 
that may exist for hosting the Ryder Cup in the future and considerations are ongoing in this 
regard.  

As regards any further events being considered for possible agency support, I have asked 
Fáilte Ireland to reply directly to the Deputy in this regard.  Please contact my private office if 
you have not received a reply within ten working days.

Question No. 469 answered with Question No. 467.

02/04/2019WRZ02500Transport Policy

02/04/2019WRZ02600470. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has studied the weakest links in the transport system nationally; his plans to 
address same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15456/19]

02/04/2019WRZ02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As I have outlined in 
my Department’s Statement of Strategy, my Department is committed to successfully managing 
the many day-to-day issues affecting our transport network while at the same time ensuring that 
we have a vision for the future. 

The current Statement of Strategy can be found at the following link: www.dttas.ie/
node/23853.

The Government has committed to delivering an ambitious development plan, Project Ire-
land 2040, which will drive Ireland’s long term economic, environmental and social progress 
across all parts of the country over the next decade. 

My Department and its agencies  have a key role in delivering that progress and Project 
Ireland 2040 contains commitments to a wide range of projects and programmes across my 
Department’s remit including all areas of the transport system, focussing on those areas that 
are priorities for investment in the coming decade.  These projects and all areas of the national 
transport system are looked at on an ongoing basis with a view to delivering an effective and 
progressive national transport system

Further details on these projects and programmes are available to view at the following link: 
www.gov.ie/en/project-ireland-2040.
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02/04/2019WRZ02800Tourism Industry

02/04/2019WRZ02900471. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he can identify options for the promotion of tourism here during the off-season 
with particular reference to the need to compete with other countries and locations in the same 
or alternative markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15457/19]

02/04/2019WRZ03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter raised by 
the Deputy is an operational matter for the board and management of Tourism Ireland. Accord-
ingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Tourism Ireland for direct reply. Please contact 
my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

02/04/2019WRZ03100Tourism Promotion

02/04/2019WRZ03200472. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which opportunities for niche tourism are being explored; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15458/19]

02/04/2019WRZ03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): There are many and varied niche areas of tourism that attract visitors to Ireland 
– many of them based on our key assets and related experiences – and which I believe offer 
great potential for further development and growth.  Fáilte Ireland is tasked with developing the 
industry generally, including these niche areas.  Accordingly, I have asked the agency to reply 
directly to the Deputy with further information on some of the best prospect niche areas.  Please 
contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.  

02/04/2019WRZ03400Irish Language

02/04/2019WRZ03500473. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 
2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15499/19]

02/04/2019WRZ03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport has a 3 year rolling Irish Language Scheme in place in accordance 
with its obligations under the Official Languages Act 2003 and in compliance with the 20 year 
Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030.  The current Scheme covers the period 2018-2021 
and commenced with effect from 2nd February 2018.

02/04/2019WRZ03700Wild Atlantic Way Project

02/04/2019WRZ03800474. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 
Sport the status of the Wild Atlantic Way route review being undertaken by a company (details 
supplied); the progress being made to include the entire route of the Seven Heads Peninsula as 
proposed in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15210/19]

02/04/2019WRZ03900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Brendan 
Griffin): The development and promotion of the Wild Atlantic Way including reviews of the 
route is carried out by Fáilte Ireland rather than my Department.  With specific regard to work 
underway to review the route of the Wild Atlantic Way in the Seven Heads Peninsula area, I 
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have asked Fáilte Ireland to contact the Deputy directly with further information.  Please con-
tact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days. 

02/04/2019WRZ04000Childcare Services

02/04/2019WRZ04100475. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
address concerns of a not-for-profit childcare forum (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15009/19]

02/04/2019WRZ04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Assisting fami-
lies to access high quality, affordable early learning and care and school age childcare is a 
priority for me as Minister and hence I take the issues raised in the letter very seriously. My 
officials have responded separately to the childcare forum which wrote the letter referred to in 
the Deputy’s question. 

My Department funds a number of early learning and care and school age childcare 
programmes.  Given the large amount of public money that is used in funding these pro-
grammes, there needs to be an appropriate level of oversight and accountability. My Depart-
ment believes that our approach to compliance and supporting services strikes a necessary and 
appropriate balance. Our approach involves setting out the rules for the receipt of State funding, 
supporting providers to deliver services, and at the same time, the approach offers assurances to 
the taxpayer that the funding assigned is being spent as it was intended.

A high level of compliance with the rules of the various childcare schemes is vital to main-
taining existing investment as well as ensuring future investment. It is a requirement that ser-
vices operating the early learning and care and school age childcare programmes funded by my 
Department must be compliant with the ‘Rules for DCYA childcare funding programmes’, the 
most recent of which was published on 9th August 2018. Compliance with these rules is over-
seen by Pobal on behalf of my Department. Because subsidies for the early learning and care 
and school age childcare programmes are paid based on attendance (not enrolment), this is a 
vital governance component of the funding for which my Department is responsible.  

I very much appreciate that community childcare settings provide a valuable service to 
children and families across the country. I also appreciate their stated concerns regarding their 
sustainability. Hence, significant support is available to them to bring their service onto a more 
sustainable footing, while being necessarily compliant with scheme rules.  

My Department oversees an integrated Case Management system operated by Pobal through 
which a dedicated team assesses services facing challenges. This Case Management service 
provides non-financial assistance or support in the first instance. Financial supports are also 
available for services facing certain challenges which may also be accessed through Case Man-
agement following a financial assessment.  

Results from Pobal compliance visits for the first part of the programme year 2018/2019 
show some issues in relation to non-compliance which needs to be addressed as a matter of 
urgency. I am encouraged however that most services have engaged constructively with the 
process so far. I would recommend all other services to get in contact with Pobal or their local 
City / County Childcare Committee if they need support or advice, or if they believe a sustain-
ability issue arises.

The National Childcare Scheme (NCS) will replace the targeted schemes later this year. My 
Department’s policy relating to the NCS was informed by evidence and with the best interests 
of children and families in mind. The legislation that I brought forward, supporting the scheme, 



2 April 2019

223

the Childcare Support Act 2018, was the subject of much discussion in the Houses and many 
elements of the policy were considered by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Children on a 
number of occasions.

The new scheme will not have a snapshot window. Its attendance rules will seek to reflect 
the reality of children and parents’ lives and the need for services to operate as businesses. The 
attendance rules will reflect a certain degree of flexibility whilst honouring the requirement to 
ensure that Exchequer funding is used for the purposes it was intended. 

My Department has begun to roll out a major national information campaign in relation to 
how this new scheme will operate. A significant amount of time will be invested in working 
with services to ensure that they are ready for it.

Under NCS, subsidies will be paid to a service provider for a child regularly using the child-
care place.  In other words, the scheme will contain rules in relation to circumstances where a 
child leaves the service, is absent or is not fully using the agreed place over a prolonged period.  
The rules have been developed to be fair, proportionate and child-centred, while also being 
clear and consistent.  Importantly they will recognise the need for flexibility for parents.  My 
Department has worked hard to ensure that they will not disadvantage services for what can 
be considered minor non-attendances. At the same time, they will recognise the need to protect 
State finances by ensuring that Exchequer funds are used to support the maximum number of 
families in need of financial support, represent value for money for taxpayers, and are managed 
and allocated in accordance with robust and appropriate procedures.

The Deputy will be aware that investment in childcare has increased by an unprecedented 
117% over the last four budgets, now totalling €575m per year. Community services access 
much of this growing investment. Turnover for many services has increased quite substantially 
(given that the number of servicers operating has increased only slightly) and co-payments 
/ top-up payments made by parents has decreased, both measures assisting many services to 
strengthen their sustainability and review their business model to meet compliance require-
ments. 

The National Childcare Scheme will mark another significant milestone for early learning 
and care and school age childcare in this country, creating an infrastructure from which Govern-
ment can further increase investment in services over the next decade. This is in line with the 
commitment made in First 5, the Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children 
and their Families, I published last November.

02/04/2019WRZ04300Childcare Qualifications

02/04/2019WRZ04400476. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
a qualification (details supplied) will be accepted to work under the new affordable childcare 
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15062/19]

02/04/2019WRZ04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Department 
of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) introduced regulations governing the Early Years sector 
in June of 2016 which included a new minimum qualifications standard for the sector.

Since the 31st December 2016, all employees of a pre-school service who work directly 
with children must hold a full, major award in Early Childhood Care and Education at a mini-
mum of Level 5 on the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ), or equivalent as deemed 
eligible by the Department.
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Since the introduction of the qualifications requirement as part of the regulations in 2016, 
DCYA has compiled a list of qualifications which it would consider as meeting the minimum 
standard. The list can be found on the Department’s website.

Although the mentioned qualification is not on the recognised list, it may still meet the 
minimum requirements. I would advise that the individual submits an application to DCYA for 
recognition of their qualifications. The application form and details of what information must 
be submitted can also be found on the Department’s website.

02/04/2019WRZ04600Child Protection

02/04/2019WRZ04700477. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the case of 
a child (details supplied) will be addressed. [15156/19]

02/04/2019WRZ04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Early Interven-
tion teams are under the remit of the Health Service Executive (HSE) therefore I am not in a 
position to comment on any decision made by this team.

Notwithstanding this, national policy, based on the principle in the best interests of the child, 
is that children should be in primary education by the age of six. Primarily legislation relating 
to this is primarily a matter for the Minister for Education and Skills under the Educational 
Welfare Act 2000.

 In that Act, “child” is defined as “a person resident in the State who has reached the age  of 
6 years and who—

(a) has not reached the age of 16 years, or

(b) has not completed 3 years of post-primary education,

whichever occurs later, but shall not include a person who has reached the age of 18  years;”

The Educational Welfare Service (EWS) in Tusla established by the Act of 2000 has func-
tions described under that Act, one of which in Section 10 (1) is to “ensure that each child 
attends a recognised school or otherwise receives a certain  minimum education” and in that 
regard, the EWS maintain a register of all children, aged six years and over, who are in receipt 
of an education in a place other than a recognised school (Section 14(1)).  Under the Act, it is 
the responsibility of a parent who “chooses to educate, or have educated, his or her child [6 
years or over  – see definition above], in a place other than a recognised school, he or she  shall 
apply to the EWS to have the child concerned registered in the  register”.  There is then an onus 
on the EWS to inspect such provision to ensure  that the child is receiving a certain minimum 
education.  

The Early Childhood Care and Education programme (ECCE) was never intended to delay 
children’s transition to primary school. Therefore it is important to note that “overage exemp-
tion” refers only to an exemption to the maximum eligible age for participation in the ECCE 
programme. It does not provide any exemption from the requirements under law for children 
aged 6 years and over to attend primary school or otherwise receive a certain minimum educa-
tion.  

Supports are available for school aged children through the National Council for Special 
Education (NCSE), affiliated to the Department of Education and Skills, to support children in 
a primary school setting. I would encourage this family to contact their local Special Education 
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Needs Organiser (SENO) for further assistance.

02/04/2019WRZ04900Preschool Services

02/04/2019WRZ05000478. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a preschool 
(details supplied) will be included in the latest funding programme from her Department; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15183/19]

02/04/2019WRZ05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
that the programme referred to by the Deputy is the current round of capital funding currently 
being run by Pobal on behalf of my Department.

Significant efforts were made this year to improve the timeline for delivery of the Early 
Years and School Age Childcare capital programmes and the appraisal process for applications 
is currently underway in Pobal. I would like to assure you that all applications for funding will 
be appraised in a fair, thorough and impartial manner. Decisions are due to be delivered to ap-
plicants in June 2019 in the hope that capital works can begin over the summer months.

As the process is ongoing I am not in a position to provide an update as to the status of any 
individual application for funding at this point. The results of the appraisal process, including 
the final decisions, will be communicated to providers directly in June 2019. 

02/04/2019WRZ05200Departmental Properties

02/04/2019WRZ05300479. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if social work 
offices in Ballymun, Dublin 11, are to be relocated to a premises on the North Circular Road. 
[15227/19]

02/04/2019WRZ05400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is unclear 
from the Deputy’s question as to what offices in Ballymun are involved but, as this is an opera-
tional matter, I have requested Tusla, the Child and Family Agency to respond directly to the 
Deputy on this matter.

02/04/2019WRZ05500Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

02/04/2019WRZ05600480. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when she 
expects a refuge (details supplied) to reopen; if the refuge will reopen as a domestic violence 
refuge; if it is to be used by the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive as emergency homeless 
accommodation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15265/19]

02/04/2019WRZ05700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In August 2017, 
Tusla had to temporarily suspend services at the refuge to which the Deputy refers, due to 
concerns about electrical installations at the facility. An upgrade of the building has been com-
pleted. 

Plans are in progress to reopen the service in Quarter 2 of this year. I can assure the Deputy 
that it will reopen as a domestic violence refuge. The newly upgraded facility provides nine 
family units of accommodation for victims of domestic violence. 

The opening of the refuge has been delayed as there are important staffing matters to be 



Questions - Written Answers

226

addressed. Tusla is in the process of contracting a specialist domestic violence organisation to 
manage the facility. It is expected that outreach services will be in place for service users in 
advance of accommodation services being made available. 

In the interim, Tusla agreed with the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive (DRHE) to pro-
vide short-term accommodation to a cohort of homeless women. Tusla has reported that a num-
ber of these women are victims of domestic violence who are receiving support from specialist 
domestic violence organisations. This arrangement will continue until the contract with a spe-
cialist domestic violence organisation is in place to manage the facility.

02/04/2019WRAA00200Childcare Services Regulation

02/04/2019WRAA00300481. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her at-
tention has been drawn to the serious negative impact the Pobal compliance visit report is hav-
ing on a crèche (details supplied); if her attention has been further drawn to the fact that it has 
undertaken contracts with parents in good faith but due to direction from Pobal it is being asked 
to de-register or re-register children; her views on the fact that this is having serious financial 
implications culminating in a loss of over €10,000; if her attention has been drawn to the needs 
and social challenges of marginalised families and of staffing obligations; if she has reviewed 
the Pobal report concerned; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15266/19]

02/04/2019WRAA00400483. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to the fact that the outcome of a community childcare subvention 
compliance visit to a service (details supplied) has resulted in a reduction of approximately 
€100,00 in funding for the service after appeals; if her attention has been further drawn to the 
fact that this centre provides a flexible service for children from a marginalised community; her 
views on whether criticism from the service that the forensic approach taken by the inspection 
regime regarding attendance and absenteeism was unfair and no consideration was given to the 
particular challenges faced by some of those using the service; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [15268/19]

02/04/2019WRAA00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 481 and 483 together.  

Assisting families to access high quality, affordable early learning and care and school age 
childcare is a priority for me as Minister and hence I take all questions and concerns raised by 
services very seriously. 

My Department funds a number of early learning and care and school age childcare pro-
grammes.  Given the large amount of public money that is used in funding these programmes, 
there needs to be an appropriate level of oversight and accountability. My Department believes 
that our approach to compliance and supporting services strikes a necessary and appropriate 
balance. Our approach involves setting out the rules for the receipt of State funding, support-
ing providers to deliver services, and at the same time, the approach offers assurances to the 
taxpayer that the funding assigned is being spent as it was intended. 

A high level of compliance with the rules of the various childcare schemes is vital to main-
taining existing investment as well as ensuring future investment. It is a requirement that ser-
vices operating the early learning and care and school age childcare programmes funded by my 
Department must be compliant with the ‘Rules for DCYA childcare funding programmes’, the 
most recent of which was published on 9th August 2018. Compliance with these rules is over-
seen by Pobal on behalf of my Department. Because subsidies for the early learning and care 
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and school age childcare programmes are paid based on attendance (not enrolment), this is a 
vital governance component of the funding for which my Department is responsible. As fund-
ing is based on attendance, the Department cannot restore funding which was provided on the 
basis of registrations which did not match actual attendance. 

I very much appreciate that community childcare settings, such as the ones referred to in 
your question, provide a valuable service to children and families across the country. I also ap-
preciate the impact reduced income, as a result of compliance visits, can have on their service. 
Hence, significant support is available to them to ensure  sustainable, while being necessarily 
compliant with scheme rules.

My Department oversees an integrated Case Management system operated by Pobal through 
which a dedicated team assesses services facing challenges. This Case Management service 
provides non-financial assistance or support in the first instance. Financial supports are also 
available for services facing certain challenges which may also be accessed through Case Man-
agement following a financial assessment.  

Results from Pobal compliance visits for the first part of the programme year 2018/2019 
show some issues in relation to non-compliance which needs to be addressed as a matter of 
urgency. I am encouraged however that most services have engaged constructively with the 
process so far.  I would recommend these services, and any other service, to get in contact with 
Pobal or their local City / County Childcare Committee if they need support or advice, or if they 
believe a sustainability issue arises.

The National Childcare Scheme (NCS) will replace the targeted schemes later this year. My 
Department’s policy relating to the NCS was informed by evidence and with the best interests 
of children and families in mind. The legislation that I brought forward, supporting the scheme, 
the Childcare Support Act 2018, was the subject of much discussion in the Houses and many 
elements of the policy were considered by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Children on a 
number of occasions.

The new scheme will not have a snapshot window. Its attendance rules will seek to reflect 
the reality of children and parents’ lives and the need for services to operate as businesses. The 
attendance rules will reflect a certain degree of flexibility whilst honouring the requirement to 
ensure that Exchequer funding is used for the purposes it was intended. 

My Department has begun to roll out a major national information campaign in relation to 
how this new scheme will operate. A significant amount of time will be invested in working 
with services to ensure that they are ready for it.

Under NCS, subsidies will be paid to a service provider for a child regularly using the child-
care place.  In other words, the scheme will contain rules in relation to circumstances where a 
child leaves the service, is absent or is not fully using the agreed place over a prolonged period.  
The rules have been developed to be fair, proportionate and child-centred, while also being 
clear and consistent.  Importantly they will recognise the need for flexibility for parents.  My 
Department has worked hard to ensure that they will not disadvantage services for what can 
be considered minor non-attendances. At the same time, they will recognise the need to protect 
State finances by ensuring that Exchequer funds are used to support the maximum number of 
families in need of financial support, represent value for money for taxpayers, and are managed 
and allocated in accordance with robust and appropriate procedures.

The Deputy will be aware that investment in childcare has increased by an unprecedented 
117% over the last four budgets, now totalling €575m per year. Community services access 
much of this growing investment. Turnover for many services has increased quite substantially 



Questions - Written Answers

228

(given that the number of servicers operating has increased only slightly) and co-payments 
/ top-up payments made by parents has decreased, both measures assisting many services to 
strengthen their sustainability and review their business model to meet compliance require-
ments. 

The National Childcare Scheme will mark another significant milestone for early learning 
and care and school age childcare in this country, creating an infrastructure from which Govern-
ment can further increase investment in services over the next decade. This is in line with the 
commitment made in First 5, the Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children 
and their Families, I published last November.

02/04/2019WRAA00600Affordable Childcare Scheme

02/04/2019WRAA00700482. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her views 
on whether the proposed new affordable childcare scheme will negatively impact on some 
crèches, including a crèche (details supplied); her further views on whether the new proposals 
will negatively impact both on the funding for the crèche in addition to affecting parents and 
employment practices; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that the grant system accounts 
for 78% of the total grants fund from Pobal but the incoming system will only fund contact 
hours not full-time or part-time categories as it is at present; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [15267/19]

02/04/2019WRAA00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The National 
Childcare Scheme is a new, national scheme of financial support to help parents with the cost 
of quality childcare. It will ultimately replace all previous targeted childcare programmes with 
a single, streamlined and user-friendly scheme, providing both universal and targeted childcare 
subsidies. The development of this scheme is a significant move forward in delivering quality, 
accessible, affordable Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare to families through-
out Ireland. 

When the scheme is introduced in October 2019, many families will become eligible for 
childcare subsidies for the first time and many more families will qualify for increased levels of 
subsidy.  The Scheme also provides a vital platform for future investment in the sector. 

The National Childcare Scheme is designed to be flexible, recognising that childcare needs 
are different for each family.  In creating a single, national scheme, it was important to recog-
nise these differences and create a system that could respond to them without affecting service 
operations for providers.  For this reason, subsidies will be awarded as an hourly rate, along 
with a maximum number of hours for which that rate is payable.  The hourly rate of subsidy 
illustrates to parents their level of subsidy and will not affect service operations.

Parents and providers will continue to work together as they currently do to decide on the 
amount of childcare that is needed and can be provided.  Providers will continue to set their 
own fees, sessions and admissions policies.  The scheme will pay subsidies based on the hours 
of care agreed between the provider and the parent, up to the maximum hours awarded to the 
parent.  

As with the current targeted subsidy schemes, payments are subject to a child regularly us-
ing the childcare place.  In other words, the Scheme will have rules in relation to circumstances 
where a child leaves the service, is continuously absent from the service, or is not fully using the 
agreed place over a prolonged period.  These rules will be child-centred, fair and proportionate, 
clear and consistent and will recognise the need for flexibility for parents.  The rules will not 
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disadvantage services for what would be considered minor non-attendances. At the same time, 
they will recognise the need to protect State finances by ensuring that Exchequer funds are used 
to support the maximum number of families in need of financial support, represent value for 
money for taxpayers, and are allocated in accordance with robust and appropriate procedures.

On 11th March, I launched a communications campaign for the National Childcare Scheme.  
The campaign encompasses a major nationwide training programme for providers.  I would 
encourage all providers to sign up for a local training session on the new website- www.ncs.
gov.ie- so that they can learn more about the operation of the scheme, including the rules on 
attendance and payment.  

Finally, for services which are facing issues with financial sustainability, my Department 
oversees an integrated Case Management system which is administered by Pobal. This Case 
Management service provides non-financial assistance or support in the first instance.  Finan-
cial supports are also available for community services facing certain challenges; these may 
also be accessed through Case Management following a financial assessment.  Any service 
which is currently experiencing sustainability challenges, or which fears that the introduction 
of the National Childcare Scheme could potentially affect its sustainability, should contact its 
local Childcare Committee or Pobal.

Question No. 483 answered with Question No. 481.

02/04/2019WRAA01000Early Childhood Care and Education

02/04/2019WRAA01100484. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when the 
report on the issue of over overage exemptions under the ECCE produced by the National Dis-
ability Authority will be published; the actions being considered arising from this report; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15271/19]

02/04/2019WRAA01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In December 
2017, I announced my decision to pause the proposed rule changes on overage exemptions in 
the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) pre-school programme to allow for a consul-
tation process where the voice of parents of children with disabilities could be heard in relation 
to the proposed change.

This consultation process, which was conducted by the National Disability Authority 
and supported jointly by my Department and the Department of Education and Skills, involved 
a number of steps to include:

I. Review of the relevant literature and policy;  

II. Review of existing data on overage exemptions, including trends in applications and ap-
provals;  

III. Profile of children currently in receipt of overage exemptions; 

IV. Review of existing data and trends in school starting age;  

V. Identification of options for managing exemptions going forward (including the criteria 
and application, appraisal and appeals processes) and consider the impact of each option identi-
fied for: children and families; pre-schools and schools (including practitioners and teachers); 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (and its respective Agencies, policies and pro-
grammes); and the Department of Education and Skills (and its respective Agencies, policies 
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and programmes) 

VI. Development, testing and issuing of a series of questions for parents of children with 
disabilities and preparation of a report on the results; 

VII. Identification of key stakeholders (including parents) for consultation; 

VIII. Facilitation of an Open Policy Debate with these stakeholders in conjunction with 
DCYA and DES. 

I am very grateful to the National Disability Authority (NDA) for its assistance in managing 
this process on behalf of both Departments. The NDA has compiled a report of the evidence, the 
findings of the survey, and findings of the Open Policy Debate. I am pleased to say that report 
was published last Friday March 29th   

I am now convening a group to agree the next practical steps in as short a timeframe as 
possible. The work of the group will focus on how to support parents in planning for their 
children’s needs, improving the process of transition for children with additional needs from 
early learning and care settings to primary school and to ensure that parents are assured that 
the school will address the children’s needs. The group will also consider how best to meet the 
needs of children in very exceptional circumstances where additional flexibility in the two year 
ECCE programme may be required.

The current procedure for dealing with overage exemptions will remain in place for the 
2019/20 pre-school year pending the outcome of this work.

02/04/2019WRAA01300Early Childhood Care and Education

02/04/2019WRAA01400485. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her at-
tention has been drawn to the anomaly by which a child with special needs who wishes to avail 
of a third year of preschool privately finds themselves left without the ability to secure SNA 
assistance in view of the fact they are paying privately; the options available to remedy such 
a situation in which a child that has not reached primary school age but has already availed of 
the two free ECCE preschool years with AIM supports can continue to avail of SNA supports 
while paying privately for preschool; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15272/19]

02/04/2019WRAA01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Officials from 
my Department have sought more information from the Deputy’s office about the child in ques-
tion in order to address the specific concern raised. 

Since September 2018, the duration of the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
programme is two full programme years. In order to be eligible for the ECCE programme in 
September, a child must have turned 2 years 8 months on or before 31st August and must be less 
than 5 years 7 months at the end of June of the pre-school year.

Parents of children with special needs may apply for an ECCE Overage Exemption on be-
half of their child for the 2019/2020 pre-school year provided that the child has not availed of 
their full ECCE allocation of 2 years and that the child will not reach 6 years of age during the 
exemption year. Applications for ECCE Overage Exemptions must be submitted in writing to 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) and must be accompanied by a letter of 
recommendation from a medical specialist (not a GP or public health nurse) stating that it is in 
the best interest of the child to avail of a further year in pre-school. 
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The Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) is a model of support designed to ensure that chil-
dren with disabilities can access the ECCE programme. AIM support is currently only available 
to children registered on the ECCE programme (or other DCYA childcare programme where 
the child is also eligible for ECCE). AIM supports may be applied for in respect of a child par-
ticipating on ECCE through an overage exemption.

AIM Level 7 provides additional assistance in the pre-school room where this is critical to 
ensuring a child’s participation in the ECCE programme. In line with emerging best practice to 
support the integration and independence of children with a disability, AIM does not fund Spe-
cial Needs Assistants (SNAs). Rather, it provides financial support to the pre-school provider, 
which can be used either to reduce the adult to child ratio in the pre-school room or to buy in 
additional assistance to the pre-school room. Accordingly, AIM Level 7 assistance is a shared 
resource for the pre-school setting.

However, when a child has exhausted their entitlement to 2 full years of pre-school and is no 
longer registered on ECCE, AIM supports are not available to that child. The HSE may be in a 
position to provide support to a child in this situation. Where the HSE has provided support for 
a child attending their first and second year of pre-school and the parents wish to access sup-
port for a third year, the HSE will attempt to facilitate this request, subject to the availability of 
resources and other service demands.

Finally, supports are available for school-aged children through the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE), an agency of the Department of Education and Skills, to support 
children in a primary school setting.

02/04/2019WRAA01600Child Protection

02/04/2019WRAA01700486. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 262 of 27 March 2019, the reason this information is not collated 
centrally by Tusla (details supplied). [15299/19]

02/04/2019WRAA01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): When deciding 
whether to apply to the Courts for a care order (emergency, interim or full) in respect of a child 
or entering into a voluntary agreement with a parent or guardian,  Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency consider a range of factors focusing on the child’s safety,  well being and best interest.  
Tusla is the statutory agency responsible for child protection, it does not have an  income sup-
port role with respect to private family arrangements, but may offer family support services in 
some circumstances.  I have written to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency for further clarifica-
tion about the type of arrangement that is of interest to the Deputy.

The Deputy may be aware that, in some situations, a Guardian’s Payment is available in 
respect of grandparents who are looking after a child, and may be accessed by grandparents by 
applying to the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. 

02/04/2019WRAA01900Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRAA02000487. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
Department has undertaken procurement processes relating to consultancy agencies, media or 
otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social media or 
videos relating to her departmental strategies or policies; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter.  [15383/19]
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02/04/2019WRAA02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has availed of an OGP (Office of Government Procurement) multi supplier framework agree-
ment relating to the provision of creative and digital campaign services.  My Department is cur-
rently in the process of procuring from another multi supplier framework agreement relating to 
the provision of Republic of Ireland media, strategy, planning and buying services.  

My Department engaged a production company via a Department of An Taoiseach contract 
to produce a video for the launch of the First 5 Strategy.  The video was widely viewed online 
and has been used at various other communications events since the launch. 

My Department procured Communications and Consultancy Services through an open pro-
curement procedure and media buying and planning services through the OGP Framework.  
This assisted with the formulation of the Affordable Childcare Scheme (ACS) Communication 
Strategy and the launch of the ‘September Measures’ campaign in 2017.  A series of measures 
were implemented at that time which allowed parents to access some of the scheme’s benefits 
whilst work on the development of ACS legal and technical infrastructure was still ongoing.  An 
intensive Information Campaign was undertaken, aimed at raising awareness and engagement 
with the ‘September Measures’.  This information campaign included  

-  Information packs, including Early Years Service Provider Booklets, Posters and Parent 
Leaflets

-  A dedicated website (http://affordablechildcare.ie/) with nearly 1 million hits to date

-  Radio advertising on local and national radio

-  Transport advertising

-  Targeted Digital advertising on social media and popular media websites

-  Advertisements on 66 billboards nationwide

-  Information briefings for elected officials, government departments, charities and other 
stakeholder groups

-  Press events and launches

-  Eight DCYA hosted information sessions nationwide and numerous more hosted by Coun-
ty Childcare Committees. 

Over 80,000 children benefitted from the ‘September Measures’ childcare supports in the 
first year and approximately 90% of service providers signed up to participate. 

Videographers have been procured using appropriate procurement procedures for items such 
as the launch of the LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy Video, youth friendly version, and for the 
findings of the youth consultation.  A Comhairle video was also procured and hosted on  the web-
site for Comhairle na nÓg under a Department contract.  In 2017 further items procured were an 
animation for a DVD and a video production for ‘So, How Was School Today?’ Report Launch.

My Department has found that the providers procured in this field have been beneficial to 
disseminating information to the widest possible audience as proven by the results of cam-
paigns.

02/04/2019WRAA02200Departmental Communications
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02/04/2019WRAA02300488. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way 
in which her departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Government 
of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the policy 
areas of her Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to same; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [15400/19]

02/04/2019WRAA02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment’s Press Office manages the social media account of my Department and issues social 
media messages in relation to my Department’s business, and on Government of Ireland initia-
tives.

On occasion policy units of my Department may issue social media information messages, 
in relation to specific campaigns or initiatives undertaken by my Department. 

For Government of Ireland initiatives, the lead Department(s) involved would liaise with 
officials of my Department as required; with regard to my Department’s social media account 
being used as part of the process to notify the public of the initiative.

An example of where my Department had a lead role in a Government of Ireland initiative, 
was the preparation for the launch of First 5, the Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, 
Young Children and their Families. The launch on 19th November 2018, was attended by the 
Taoiseach and I, as well as other Ministers. My officials engaged with their colleagues in the 
Department of the Taoiseach to co-ordinate the event and the communications for it.  A video 
recording of the proceedings on the day of the launch, as well as communication of key mes-
sages for the strategy, were issued by my Department’s Press Office via social media.

02/04/2019WRAA02500Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

02/04/2019WRAA02600489. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the mechanisms she has put in place to enable the collaborative forum of former residents of 
mother and baby homes and related institutions to facilitate the active participation of former 
residents in recommending actions and solutions to address their concerns including those is-
sues raised in the reports of the facilitated meetings and the cross-border movement of children 
from homes and institutions here. [15444/19]

02/04/2019WRAA02700490. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the mechanisms she has put in place to enable the collaborative forum of former residents of 
mother and baby homes and related institutions have a role in monitoring the implementation 
of measures designed to support former residents. [15445/19]

02/04/2019WRAA02800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 489 and 490 together.

The Collaborative Forum is the bespoke mechanism that I established to facilitate the active 
participation of former residents by identifying their concerns and recommending actions and 
solutions to address these matters.

The Forum’s membership is comprised of a majority of former residents of Mother and 
Baby Homes and County Homes who were selected for appointment through an independent 
selection process. The Forum is a direct progression from the facilitated meetings which I ar-
ranged with former residents and the Charter for the Forum was informed by the issue raised 
at these meetings. 
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The Collaborative Forum has submitted its first report to me and I am meeting with partici-
pants this week to discuss the next steps in advancing their report. The report includes recom-
mendations on a number of issues around:

-  Terminology, Identity, and Representation

-  Health and Well-being Supports

-  Memorialisation and Personal Narratives

In line with its Charter, the Forum has a role in monitoring the implementation of measures 
which are designed to support former residents. The precise mechanisms for this will be con-
sidered in the course of developing specific measures in response to the Forum’s recommenda-
tions.

02/04/2019WRAA03000Irish Language

02/04/2019WRAA03100491. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her De-
partment has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages Act 
2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15485/19]

02/04/2019WRAA03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As required un-
der Section 11 of the Official Languages Act 2003, my Department has an operating language 
scheme, which was agreed with the then Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and pub-
lished on 13th November, 2013. The Scheme includes commitments to using Irish in a number 
of areas, including press releases, speeches, correspondence, application forms, brochures and 
leaflets, stationery and signage. It also covers my Department’s website, training and develop-
ment, and reception services. 

Although the current Scheme was due to run until 2016, it still remains in operation. The 
Official Languages (Amendment) Bill 2017, proposes to replace language schemes with a new 
set of standards for public bodies. With this in mind, it is not deemed practical to prepare a 
new language scheme for my Department. The provisions of the existing Scheme continue to 
be adhered to.  

When the Office of An Coimisinéir Teanga reviewed my Department’s language scheme in 
2017, it commented favourably on the ongoing work of my Department in implementing the 
Scheme, and noted the majority of commitments in the Scheme had been implemented. Further 
progress was made in that regard, and in 2018 my Department’s website www.dcya.gov.ie was 
upgraded. It now has an increased focus on the Irish language.

02/04/2019WRAA03300Community Services Programme

02/04/2019WRAA03400492. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of the review of the community services programme. [14781/19]

02/04/2019WRAA03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme (CSP) supports around 400 community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model, with funding provided as a contribution to the 
cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions. More than €46 mil-
lion is available to support community organisations under the programme in 2019.
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My Department recently commenced a review of the CSP.  The review was considered 
opportune as the programme hadn’t been formally reviewed since its launch in 2006, during 
which time the external environment had changed significantly. 

The review will consider how the CSP fits with overall Government priorities as well as 
with my Department’s other community programmes and policy objectives.  It will inform de-
cisions on the future shape and structure of the programme.  To this end, it will examine inter 
alia options for restructuring the scheme and expanding the range of eligible activities, as well 
as the types and levels of funding for supported organisations. 

The review is being carried out by an independent reviewer who was appointed earlier this 
month.  It will take six months and should be completed in early Autumn 2019.

02/04/2019WRAA03600Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

02/04/2019WRAA03700493. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of applications to the outdoor recreation infrastructure scheme by measure 1, 2 and 
3; the number of successful and unsuccessful project applicants, respectively; and the value 
of funding approved for projects by county and measure in each of the years 2016 to 2018, in 
tabular form. [14782/19]

02/04/2019WRAA03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Out-
door Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the development of new 
outdoor recreational infrastructure and for the maintenance and promotion of existing outdoor 
recreational infrastructure in rural Ireland. 

Details of all projects approved under the scheme since its inception are available on the 
Rural Development pages of my Department’s website at: www.drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/rural-
development/rural-recreation.  In 2016 the scheme was called the Rural Recreation Scheme.

Funding awarded for projects in 2016 was based on Expressions of Interest submitted to 
the Department by Local Authorities, Local Development Companies and State Agencies. This 
funding was not awarded under specific scheme measures.   Since 2017, projects have been 
funded under three measures, as follows:

-  Measure 1: Small maintenance/promotion of existing infrastructure  

-  Measure 2: Medium scale repair/upgrade and development of new small/medium infra-
structure  

-  Measure 3: Repair/upgrade and development of larger more strategic projects. 

The following table outlines the number of applications made for funding since 2016 and 
the number of successful and unsuccessful applications from 2016 to 2018, by measure where 
applicable.

Year and Measure No. of Applications 
Received

No. of Unsuccessful 
Projects

No. of Success-
ful Projects

2016 Rural Recreation 
Projects

219 123 96

2017 ORIS, Measure 1 241 34 207
2017 ORIS, Measure 2 108 77 31
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Year and Measure No. of Applications 
Received

No. of Unsuccessful 
Projects

No. of Success-
ful Projects

2017 ORIS, Measure 3 31 19 12
2018 ORIS, Measure 1 267 139 128
2018 ORIS, Measure 2 95 17 78
2018 ORIS, Measure 3 23 5 18

02/04/2019WRAA03900Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

02/04/2019WRAA04000494. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount allocated to each local authority and local development company, LDC, under the 
outdoor recreation infrastructure scheme in each of the years 2016 to 2018; the amount paid 
to each local authority and LDC to date based on latest information for each allocation; the 
amount paid out to date as a percentage allocated to each local authority and LDC in each such 
year based on latest data; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14783/19]

02/04/2019WRAA04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Out-
door Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the development of new 
outdoor recreational infrastructure and for the maintenance and promotion of existing outdoor 
recreational infrastructure in rural Ireland. In 2016, the scheme was known as the Rural Recre-
ation Scheme.

Details of all projects approved since 2016, including allocations, are available on the Rural 
Development pages of my Department’s website at: www.drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/rural-devel-
opment/rural-recreation.

Projects funded in 2016 were fully paid in advance. 

Table 1 outlines the amount allocated in 2017 to Local Authorities, the combined amount 
paid to date under all three Measures of the scheme, and the percentage paid.  Local Develop-
ment Companies were not applicants under the 2017 programme.

Table 2 outlines the amount allocated in 2018 to Local Authorities and Local Development 
Companies, the amount paid to date and the percentage paid.

It should be noted that Measures 2 and 3 of the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
are medium-scale and large-scale projects respectively and can take up to 18 months to com-
plete in some cases.  Final payments for 2017 and 2018 are only paid when projects are fully 
complete. 

Table 1, ORIS 2017 Projects:

County Amounts Allocated 
M1,M2,M3

Drawdown to date Percentage Drawn-
down to date

Carlow €111,500.00 €7,000.00 6.28%
Cavan €791,620.00 €492,965.00 62.27%
Clare €55,917.00 €45,917.40 82.12%
Cork €1,109,520.00 €90,760.00 8.18%
Donegal €104,200.00 €103,600.00 99.42%
Dublin €814,096.00 €24,096.00 2.96%
Galway €116,650.00 €49,758.51 42.66%



2 April 2019

237

County Amounts Allocated 
M1,M2,M3

Drawdown to date Percentage Drawn-
down to date

Kerry €314,277.00 €106,383.91 33.85%
Kilkenny €123,476.08 €11,947.50 9.68%
Laois €247,290.20 €29,126.50 11.78%
Leitrim €1,050,153.00 €547,576.50 52.14%
Limerick €189,884.00 €189,884.20 100.00%
Longford €555,159.00 €663,554.92 119.53%
Louth €101,128.76 €8,500.00 8.41%
Mayo €1,321,430.00 €992,088.51 75.08%
Meath €87,520.00 €36,549.21 41.76%
Monaghan €145,600.00 €119,004.06 81.73%
Offaly €1,240,115.00 €979,868.29 79.01%
Roscommon €186,388.45 €136,286.20 73.12%
Sligo €1,072,675.00 €712,190.00 66.39%
Tipperary €80,296.00 €78,930.00 98.30%
Waterford €70,600.00 €62,102.98 87.96%
Westmeath €933,634.00 €149,310.00 15.99%
Wexford €510,366.00 €451,250.00 88.42%
Wicklow €176,200.00 €126,133.00 71.59%
 €11,509,695.49 €6,214,782.69 54.00%

Table 2, ORIS 2018 Projects: 

County Organisation/LDC/LA Allocations 
M1,M2,M3

Amount of  
Drawdown to 
Date

Percentage 
Drawdown to 
date

Carlow     
Carlow Carlow County Develop-

ment Partnership CLG
€47,268.01  0.00%

Carlow Carlow Co Co €132,649.20  0.00%
Cavan     
Cavan Breffni Integrated, Local 

Development Company
€102,956.00  0.00%

Cavan Cavan County Council €1,215,539.00  0.00%
Clare     
Clare Clare Local Develop-

ment Company
€58,370.79 €52,770.79 90.41%

Clare Clare County Council €692,866.00  0.00%
Cork     
Cork Avondu Blackwater P/

ship
€11,656.00 €11,655.21 99.99%

Cork SECAD Partnership 
CLG

€33,600.00  0.00%

Cork West Cork Development 
Partnership CLG

€53,230.29 €52,453.20 98.54%
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County Organisation/LDC/LA Allocations 
M1,M2,M3

Amount of  
Drawdown to 
Date

Percentage 
Drawdown to 
date

Cork Cork County Council €1,174,911.00  0.00%
Donegal     
Donegal Donegal Co Co €343,660.00  0.00%
Dublin     
Dublin Dun Laoghaire Rath-

down County Council
€400,000.00  0.00%

Galway     
Galway Galway Rural Develop-

ment
€11,077.20  0.00%

Galway Forum Connemara CLG €6,734.55 €5,734.55 85.15%
Galway Galway County Council €1,036,966.00  0.00%
Kerry     
Kerry South Kerry Develop-

ment Partnership CLG
€89,620.00 €37,741.84 42.11%

Kerry North East & West Kerry 
Development

€99,578.00  0.00%

Kerry Kerry County Council €570,909.40  0.00%
Kerry National Parks and Wild-

life Service of DCHG
€500,000.00  0.00%

Kildare     
Kildare Kildare Co Co €85,684.00  0.00%
Kilkenny     
Kilkenny Kilkenny LEADER Part-

nership
€31,276.00 €14,946.08 47.79%

Kilkenny Kilkenny County Coun-
cil

€740,622.00  0.00%

Laois     
Laois Laois Partnership Com-

pany
€40,184.80 €6,830.97 17.00%

Leitrim     
Leitrim Leitrim Integrated 

Development Company 
CLG

€40,000.00  0.00%

Leitrim Leitrim Co Co €496,018.54  0.00%
Limerick     
Limerick West Limerick Resourc-

es
€11,336.80 €11,195.14 98.75%

Limerick Ballyhoura Development 
CLG

€64,000.00 €64,000.00 100.00%

Limerick Limerick City and 
County Council 

€722,717.28 €3,984.00 0.55%

Longford     
Longford Longford County Coun-

cil
€1,239,491.28 €20,000.00 1.61%
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County Organisation/LDC/LA Allocations 
M1,M2,M3

Amount of  
Drawdown to 
Date

Percentage 
Drawdown to 
date

Louth     
Louth Louth Co Co €388,000.00  0.00%
Mayo     
Mayo South West Mayo Devel-

opment Company CLG
€96,000.00 €20,000.00 20.83%

Mayo Mayo North East LEAD-
ER Partnership Com-
pany Teo

€120,000.00  0.00%

Mayo   Mayo County Council €1,300,000.00  0.00%
Meath     
Meath Meath Partnership €59,857.70 €15,488.46 25.88%
Meath   Meath County Council €992,000.00  0.00%
Monaghan     
Monaghan Monaghan Integrated 

Development CLG
€110,024.00 €24,000.00 21.81%

Monaghan Monaghan County 
Council 

€495,441.62  0.00%

Monaghan Monaghan County 
Council (with Coillte)

€421,130.40  0.00%

Offaly     
Offaly Offaly Local Dev Com-

pany
€107,730.00 €18,288.13 16.98%

Offaly Offaly Co Co €400,000.00  0.00%
Roscom-
mon

    

Roscom-
mon

Roscommon Leader 
Partnership

€15,378.00 €15,378.00 100.00%

Roscom-
mon

Roscommon County 
Council

€1,141,553.84  0.00%

Sligo     
Sligo Sligo Leader Partnership 

CLG
€179,840.00 €62,740.77 34.89%

Sligo   Sligo County Council €726,092.00  0.00%
Tipperary     
Tipperary   South Tipperary Devel-

opment CLG
€4,800.00 €4,799.47 99.99%

Tipperary   North Tipperary Leader 
Partnership

€38,714.00 €28,169.95 72.76%

Tipperary Tipperary Co Co €756,000.00  0.00%
Waterford     
Waterford Waterford City & Co €182,163.04  0.00%
Westmeath     
Westmeath Westmeath Community 

Development
€172,000.00 €111,865.68 65.04%
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County Organisation/LDC/LA Allocations 
M1,M2,M3

Amount of  
Drawdown to 
Date

Percentage 
Drawdown to 
date

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

€752,000.00  0.00%

Wexford     
Wexford Wexford Local Develop-

ment
€9,560.14 €9,560.14 100.00%

Wexford   Wexford County Council €1,410,782.44 €130,703.96 9.26%
Wicklow     
Wicklow County Wicklow Part-

nership
€46,280.00 €44,685.39 96.55%

Wicklow Wicklow County Coun-
cil

€859,305.00  0.00%

 Total €20,837,574.32 €766,991.73 3.68%

02/04/2019WRAA04200Mobile Telephony Services

02/04/2019WRAA04300495. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the details of each local authority that has and has not, respectively, mapped local mobile phone 
black spots to date, in tabular form; the number of black spots identified by local authority; and 
the funding and guidance supports available to local authorities to map same. [14784/19]

02/04/2019WRAA04400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): In 2017, officials from my Department, the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment and a small number of Local Authorities met to examine the 
potential for mapping mobile phone blackspots in Ireland. 

On foot of these meetings, an invitation was issued in late 2017 to all Local Authorities to 
provide data on 5-6 prioritised local blackspots.  

Some Local Authorities provided details of more than the 5-6 blackspots requested.  How-
ever, the intention was only to identify areas of immediate priority for the purposes of the exer-
cise in question, rather than to compile a definitive list of blackspots across the country. 

While the exercise was informative, it was not comprehensive.  Of the thirty one Local Au-
thorities, only seventeen returned data to feed into the exercise. The majority of Local Authori-
ties did not have the capacity to carry out technical testing. Furthermore, the methods used to 
collect the data varied. 

Table 1 provides details of these seventeen Local Authorities and the number of blackspots 
they each identified.   

During the mapping exercise, mobile network operators and infrastructure providers were 
increasing the number of mobile phone sites in service, as well as upgrading existing networks. 
As a consequence, the data that was collected in 2018 only represents a snapshot in time for 
certain areas and could not be interpreted as a definitive source of information regarding mobile 
phone blackspots.  Nor would it be a fair reflection of the current situation, as network develop-
ments are taking place on an on-going basis. 

ComReg recently published a digital map of outdoor mobile phone coverage for 2G, 3G and 
4G services which is more comprehensive than the earlier mapping exercise. This map shows 
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the quality and prevalence of mobile phone coverage across the country.

With regard to funding and support, my Department provided €35,000 to each Local Author-
ity in 2018 to support the appointment of a Broadband Officer. Broadband Officers are tasked 
with co-ordinating broadband and telecommunications development in their Local Authority 
areas and their role is much broader than identifying mobile phone blackspots. Broadband Of-
ficer funding increased to €42,000 for each Local Authority for 2019.  

My Department has also assigned liaison officers to support Local Authority Broadband 
Officers.  At the implementation stage of the blackspot data collection exercise, a technical in-
formation document was provided to every Local Authority to guide them in their work.

My Department will continue to work with Local Authorities and telecommunications pro-
viders throughout 2019 to ensure that new infrastructure is targeted to areas most in need.

 Table 1 - Local Authorities who provided data on Mobile Phone Blackspots

 - Local Authority Blackspots 
1 Carlow 36
2 Donegal 6
3 Galway County Council 66
4 Kerry 56
5 Kildare 6
6 Leitrim 18
7 Limerick 59
8 Longford 84
9 Mayo 7
10 Meath 9
11 Roscommon 19
12 Sligo 4
13 Tipperary 29
14 Waterford 4
15 Westmeath 9
16 Wicklow 9
17 Cork County 12

Total 433

02/04/2019WRAA04500Digital Innovation Programme

02/04/2019WRAA04600496. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of applications made by each local authority to the digital innovation programme since 
established on an annual basis, in tabular form; the number of applications made by each local 
authority to the programme that were approved and not approved, respectively; the amount of 
funding allocated to approved applications in each local authority annually; and the amount of 
approved funding that has been expended in each year. [14785/19]

02/04/2019WRAA04700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Digital Innovation Programme was launched in the second half of 2018.  
All Local Authorities were invited by my Department to apply for funding under two calls for 
proposals last year.  This resulted in 36 valid applications progressing to evaluation stage, and 
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21 projects being approved for funding.  In addition, a number of Local Authorities submitted 
applications that were not deemed valid in the context of the scheme criteria and, as a conse-
quence, did not progress to the evaluation stage.  

Details of the valid applications received from each of the Local Authorities who submit-
ted proposals, along with the number of applications approved and the funding awarded, are 
provided in Table 1.

Since its inception in 2018, €700,094 has been awarded under the Digital Innovation Pro-
gramme. All of the allocated funding was drawn down by the Local Authorities in 2018. 

Further details of the projects funded by my Department through the Digital Innovation 
Programme can be found on the Department’s website: www.drcd.gov.ie.

Table 1 - Digital Innovation Programme: Applications by Local Authority 

 - Local Authority Valid applications 
received  

Applications ap-
proved

Funding awarded

1 Tipperary 4 2 €14,000
2 Meath 1 0 -
3 Longford 2 0 -
4 Roscommon 2 0 -
5 Sligo 2 2 €105,000
6 Wicklow 4 2 €9,600
7 Mayo 2 2 €66,244
8 Westmeath 1 1 €53,000
9 Cork   City 2 1 €8,000
10 Offaly 3 2 €80,000
11 Fingal 2 2 €112,000
12 Galway   County 1 0 -
13 Galway   City 1 1 €24,000
14 Donegal 2 2 €103,000
15 Dublin   City 2 1 €24,000
16 Cavan 2 0 -
17 Clare 1 1 €28,000
18 Kildare 1 1 €41,250
19 Kerry 1 1 €32,000

 Totals 36 21 €700,094

02/04/2019WRAA04800CLÁR Programme

02/04/2019WRAA04900497. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to review the CLÁR areas based on the 2016 census returns; the timeline for the review; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15208/19]

02/04/2019WRAA05000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme focuses on areas which have suffered the greatest levels of population decline.  

The programme was first launched in October 2001 and the areas originally selected for in-
clusion in the programme were those which suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 
to 1996.  The Cooley Peninsula was also included on the basis of the serious difficulties caused 
in that area by Foot and Mouth disease. The average population loss in the original CLÁR re-
gions over the period 1926 to 1996 was 50%.
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In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by the NIRSA Institute at May-
nooth University and the programme was extended to include areas with an average population 
loss of 35% between 1926 and 2002. 

The CLÁR programme was closed for new applications in 2010.  However, I re-launched 
the programme in the second half of 2016, using as a base-line the areas identified in the work 
carried out by NIRSA.  Over 1,200 projects have been approved for funding of €25 million 
under CLÁR since I re-launched the programme in 2016. 

It is now timely that the data should be reviewed to ensure that we are supporting the areas 
of greatest need under the CLÁR programme.  I therefore commenced a review of the pro-
gramme in November 2018 to examine CLÁR areas by reference to the 2016 Census of Popula-
tion data.  The review will also consider whether there are any other factors that should be taken 
into account in designating areas for eligibility under CLÁR in the future.  

The process began last November with a targeted consultation meeting with a number of ex-
perts on rural development issues, to provide some guidance on the matter.  My Department 
has also been exploring the possibility of the NIRSA Institute carrying out work on the 2016 
Census data.   

I envisage that a wider stakeholder consultation will also take place before the review is 
completed.  I anticipate that this consultation will take place in Quarter 3 this year.  Once com-
pleted, the review will help to inform the design of future CLÁR programmes. 

02/04/2019WRAA05100Scheme to Support National Organisations

02/04/2019WRAA05200498. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if he will consider additional funding for regional advocacy services for a society (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15209/19]

02/04/2019WRAA05300Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and Volun-
tary Sector (SSNO) is a key element of my Department’s support for the role of the sector in 
contributing to the development of strong and vibrant civil society and in improving outcomes 
for those most disadvantaged.

The scheme provides multi-annual funding towards core costs of national organisations in 
the sector, with a focus on organisations that provide supports to those who are disadvantaged.  
The current three-year scheme concludes on 30 June 2019 and the next iteration of the scheme 
will commence on 1 July 2019.  A total of €16.7m has been allocated under the current scheme 
to 71 different organisations, including €269,700 to the organisation in question.

As with the current scheme, national organisations were invited to apply to be considered for 
funding under the 2019 - 2022 scheme, which will be allocated through a competitive process.  
Applications for the scheme were invited in December 2018 with a closing date of 31 January 
2019. An appraisal of the applications is being conducted by Pobal on behalf of my Department 
and a detailed report with recommendations will be sent to my Department for approval.  Ap-
plicants will be informed in due course of their success or otherwise in qualifying for funding.

02/04/2019WRAA05400Town and Village Renewal Scheme

02/04/2019WRAA05500499. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
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ment when details of the 2019 town and village renewal scheme will be announced; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15355/19]

02/04/2019WRAA05600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme forms an important part of the Action Plan for Rural Develop-
ment and has the potential to stimulate economic recovery and job creation in towns and vil-
lages across rural Ireland. The scheme is specifically focused on rural towns and villages with 
a population of less than 10,000 people. 

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme was introduced in the second half of 2016 and, 
to date, almost €53 million has been approved for more than 670 projects across the country.  
These projects cover a range of activities, from improving the public realm to make towns and 
villages more attractive for locals and visitors alike, to job-creation initiatives such as the de-
velopment of enterprise hubs and digital hubs. 

I have secured an allocation of €15 million in my Department’s budget this year for the 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme.  Details of the 2019 scheme are currently being finalised 
by my officials and I anticipate that the scheme will be launched shortly. 

02/04/2019WRBB00200Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRBB00300500. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if his Department has undertaken procurement processes in respect of consultancy agencies, 
media or otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social 
media or videos relating to his departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [15395/19]

02/04/2019WRBB00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): In terms of 
social media channels, my Department maintains a single Twitter account and generally man-
ages this on an ongoing basis without input or assistance from consultancies or other agencies.

My Department has two initiatives currently ongoing which have availed of professional 
assistance in terms of social media and video production.

The planned National Community Weekend in May will support communities to host events 
in their local area in order to strengthen community ties and help tackle the problem of social 
isolation. This national event is being promoted and supported through social media platforms 
with the assistance of an agency contracted for this purpose.  This agency was appointed by my 
Department following a competitive process run under public procurement rules.

My Department is also currently running a series of Rural Opportunity briefings, which are 
being delivered through regional events and social media messages.  The briefings seek to high-
light the opportunities available to those in rural communities through the funding programmes 
provided across Government and to showcase some of the best examples of how funding has 
been used in order to inspire individuals and communities to take their own ideas or projects 
forward.  A video has been produced which features relevant case studies of communities and 
projects in rural areas which have been successfully delivered with the aid of funding supports.  
The video case studies are being disseminated on social media with promotional impetus pro-
vided by an agency contracted for this purpose.  The companies involved in the video produc-
tion and the social media promotion were both contracted on foot of a procurement process 
conducted under Office of Government Procurement guidelines.
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02/04/2019WRBB00500Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRBB00600501. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the way in which his departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Govern-
ment of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of the 
policy areas of his Department; the Department that is the lead Department in respect of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15412/19]

02/04/2019WRBB00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment delivers its own public interest content through social media and on occasion helps to 
promote relevant messages and campaigns led by other Government Departments, for example, 
Brexit preparedness information and Project Ireland 2040 progress updates of interest.

My Department also shares relevant items featured on the MerrionStreet.ie website and 
Government or stakeholder social media accounts.

My Department is currently undertaking a series of Rural Opportunity briefings for com-
munities, which are being delivered through regional events and sharing of information through 
social media.  The briefings seek to highlight the opportunities available to those in rural com-
munities through the funding programmes provided across Government and to showcase some 
of the best examples of how funding has been used in order to inspire individuals and communi-
ties to take their own ideas or projects forward.

This initiative is being coordinated and led by my Department with input from other Gov-
ernment Departments and state agencies.

02/04/2019WRBB00800LEADER Programmes Data

02/04/2019WRBB00900502. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount approved by each local action group, LAG, to date for projects under the LEADER 
programme; the amount spent to date on projects by each LAG; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [15432/19]

02/04/2019WRBB01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER is 
a multi-annual programme with a total budget of €250 million over the period 2014-2020.  €220 
million of this funding has been allocated to the Local Action Groups (LAGs) throughout the 
country who deliver the LEADER programme. This funding is allocated to the LAGs for the 
full period of the programme.

The remaining €30 million is available for thematic schemes to be delivered at a national 
level and is allocated as projects are approved.

Table 1 provides a breakdown of the projects approved by each Local Action Group to-
gether with details of the project payments made to date.

Total expenditure on the LEADER programme since it commenced, effectively in 2016, has 
amounted to almost €44.2 million.  The level of project activity under the LEADER programme 
has increased significantly over the last year, and 1,800 projects have now been approved for 
funding of over €62.2 million.  A further 377 project applications, requesting in excess of €23.4 
million, are at various stages in the approval process.

The figures do not include expenditure or approvals under national-level thematic schemes 
which operate on a competitive bid basis.
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Table 1: Total LEADER Approvals and Project Payments by LAG as of 31st March 
2019

Local Action Group No. of Approved 
Projects

Value of Approved 
Projects

Project Payments to 
date

Carlow 27 €1,721,744 €871,066
Cavan 47 €2,900,475 €630,488
Clare 117 €2,288,547 €613,914
Cork North 46 €1,819,931 €514,484
Cork South 18 €618,621 €213,124
Cork West 24 €1,026,199 €196,938
Donegal   104 €4,647,432 €2,122,541
Dublin Rural 46 €1,396,393 €401,712
Galway East 41 €1,597,745 €38,024
Galway West 27 €630,594 €143,852
Kerry 190 €3,800,300 €1,127,766
Kildare   21 €912,242 €110,037
Kilkenny   57 €1,589,335 €674,184
Laois 57 €1,302,208 €699,089
Leitrim   54 €2,022,167 €433,716
Limerick   72 €3,848,519 €796,036
Longford   45 €1,029,608 €111,398
Louth 57 €1,578,984 €389,346
Mayo 104 €4,320,369 €692,008
Meath 34 €1,424,771 €113,876
Monaghan   38 €2,257,255 €516,742
Offaly 111 €2,436,368 €1,050,077
Roscommon   39 €2,410,886 €325,312
Sligo 84 €2,658,703 €791,919
Tipperary   112 €3,557,629 €649,777
Waterford   45 €3,060,662 €1,598,618
Westmeath   49 €871,485 €348,887
Wexford   95 €3,465,816 €576,777
Wicklow   39 €1,053,314 €211,000
Grand Total 1,800 €62,248,303 €16,962,709

02/04/2019WRBB01100Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

02/04/2019WRBB01200503. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
progress made on the implementation of the Action Plan for Rural Development to date; and 
when the next progress report will issue. [15482/19]

02/04/2019WRBB01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Progress 
Reports on the implementation of the Action Plan for Rural Development are published twice 
a year on my Department’s website, www.drcd.gov.ie. The most recent, Third Progress Report, 
was published in November 2018 and outlines the progress which took place in relation to all 
actions due for delivery between January and June 2018, or which are being implemented on an 
ongoing basis over the course of the three-year Action Plan.
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Of the 275 actions reported on in the Third Progress Report, 266 had been completed or 
were substantially advanced. A number of case studies also feature in the report, which illus-
trate the positive impact the actions being delivered are having on rural communities.

The co-ordinated, whole-of Government approach of the Action Plan is achieving benefits 
in terms of increased employment in the regions and increased investment in projects and com-
munities across the country.  Since 2015, there has been an increase of 146,400 in numbers 
employed in regions outside of Dublin, surpassing the Government’s target of 135,000 by 2020.  
There has also been significant investment in towns, villages and communities right across the 
country, with thousands of projects, large and small, benefiting from support from my Depart-
ment and from other Government Departments.

My Department is currently finalising the Fourth Progress Report on the Action Plan for 
Rural Development, which will report on the delivery of measures in the second half of 2018.  
This report will be published in the current calendar quarter, following its consideration by the 
Monitoring Committee for the Action Plan.

The Action Plan for Rural Development runs to the end of 2019 and consideration is now 
being given by my Department to the next phase of rural development policy to follow on from 
the Action Plan.  My Department has commenced engagement with stakeholders in relation to 
some aspects of this policy and further consultation will take place over the coming months 
through a series of stakeholder workshops throughout the country.

02/04/2019WRBB01400Irish Language

02/04/2019WRBB01500504. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
his Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages 
Act 2003; and the date on which such a scheme was introduced. [15497/19]

02/04/2019WRBB01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment was established on 19 July 2017 and has recently completed work on its first Irish Lan-
guage Scheme, which will be in effect for the period of 2019-2021 in accordance with the 
Guidelines outlined under Section 12 of the Official Languages Act 2003.

I am pleased to confirm that the draft scheme has now been approved by the Minister of 
State, Seán Kyne, at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  The scheme shall 
remain in operation for a period of three years from 8 April 2019 or until a new scheme has 
been approved.

The Scheme has been formulated with the intention of ensuring that all relevant obligations 
under the Official Languages Act 2003 relating to my Department are being fully addressed on 
an incremental basis, through this and future schemes.

02/04/2019WRBB01700Direct Provision Payments

02/04/2019WRBB01800505. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing the allowance for adults in direct provision from 
€38.80 per week to €40, €42, €43, €44 and €45, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14725/19]

02/04/2019WRBB01900506. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing the allowance for children in direct provision 
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from €29.80 to €31, €32, €33, €34 and €35, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14726/19]

02/04/2019WRBB02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 505 and 506 together.

The Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection administers the daily ex-
penses allowance which is paid to applicants for international protection who live in the direct 
provision system where they are provided with full board, accommodation and other services 
by the Reception and Integration Agency of the Department of Justice and Equality.

The Government has provided €9.38 million for the allowance in 2019.  The weekly rates 
of payment were increased in Budget 2019 from €21.60 per adult and per child to €38.80 per 
adult and to €29.80 per child.

There are approximately 3,700 adults and 1,600 children residing in the system of direct 
provision in respect of whom daily expenses allowance is being paid.  The full-year costs, based 
on the current numbers, of increasing the adult rate from €38.80 to €40.00, €42.00, €43.00, 
€44.00 and €45.00, and of increasing the weekly child rate from €29.80 to €31.00, €32.00, 
€33.00, €34.00 and €35.00 are provided in the tabular statements.

Any increases to the rate of daily expenses allowance would have to be approved by Gov-
ernment and considered in a budgetary context.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement 1: Cost of increasing Adult Rate of Daily Expenses Allowances.

Proposed Rate Additional full-year cost to increase adult 
rate from €38.80 to amount shown (based 
on 3,700 adult recipients)

Increase to €40 €230,880
Increase to €42 €615,680
Increase to €43 €808,080
Increase to €44 €1,000,480
Increase to €45 €1,192,880

Tabular Statement 2: Cost of increasing Child Rate of Daily Expenses Allowance

Proposed Rate Additional full-year cost to increase child 
rate from €29.80 to amount shown (based 
on 1,600 child recipients)

Increase to €31 €99,840
Increase to €32 €183,040
Increase to €33 €266,240
Increase to €34 €349,440
Increase to €35 €432,640

02/04/2019WRBB02200Social Welfare Rates

02/04/2019WRBB02300507. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing payments (details supplied) by €5 and €10, re-
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spectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14727/19]

02/04/2019WRBB02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
costings sought by the Deputy are detailed in the following tables.

Scheme €5 increase €10 increase
Carer’s Allowance €16.32m €32.64m
Carer’s Benefit €0.72m €1.44m
Disability Allowance €39.57m €79.13m
Illness Benefit €13.72m €27.48m
Blind Pension €0.33m €0.67m
Invalidity Pension €16.28m €32.52m
The costs shown above are on a full-year basis and are based on the estimated number of 

recipients in 2019.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2020.

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.

02/04/2019WRBB02500Fuel Allowance Data

02/04/2019WRBB02600508. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing the fuel allowance by one, two, three and four 
weeks, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14728/19]

02/04/2019WRBB02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
estimated cost of increasing the fuel allowance for the periods sought by the Deputy are detailed 
in the table below:

 1 week increase 2 week increase 3 week increase 4 week increase
Fuel Allowance €8.41m €16.82m €25.23m €33.64m

The costs shown above are on a full-year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2019.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2020.

02/04/2019WRBB02800Household Benefits Scheme

02/04/2019WRBB02900509. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year expenditure on the household benefits package; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14729/19]

02/04/2019WRBB03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Household Benefits Package is made up of a choice of either Electricity or Gas Allowance, and 
Free Television Licence.  These allowances provide a contribution towards electricity or gas, 
as well as the cost of the annual Television Licence.  Only one household package is paid per 
household, subject to household composition.  Household Benefits Package may be funded 
from either the Vote or the Fund, depending on the origin of the primary scheme entitlement of 
the recipient [e.g. State Pension (Non-Contributory from the Vote) or State Pension (Contribu-
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tory from the Fund)].

The estimated cost for the Household Benefits package in 2019 is €248m of which the Vote 
element is €89.9m and the Fund element €158.1m.

The 2019 full-year cost as per the published 2019 Revised Estimates are detailed in the fol-
lowing table:

 2019 2019 2019
 Vote 37 Social Insurance 

Fund
Total

 €000 €000 €000
Electricity Allow-
ance 

61,650 105,130 166,690

Gas Allowance 5,475 15,690 21,165
Free Television 
License 

22,838 37,327 60,165

Total 89,873 158,147 248,020

02/04/2019WRBB03100Rent Supplement Scheme Data

02/04/2019WRBB03200510. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing rent supplement limits by on average of 10%; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14730/19]

02/04/2019WRBB03300550. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons in receipt of rent supplement by county; the number who have 
had their payment increased over the prescribed limits in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14994/19]

02/04/2019WRBB03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 510 and 550 together.

Rent supplement continues its important role in housing families and individuals, with the 
scheme supporting approximately 22,600 recipients for which the Government has provid-
ed €132.4 million for 2019. Based on the current customer volumes and the intercounty mix of 
recipients, the forecast full-year cost of increasing rent limits by 10% would be in the region of 
€17.4 million.

However, it must be emphasised that rent supplement is only one part of the Government’s 
intervention within the private rental sector. The other two main schemes - rental accommoda-
tion scheme (approx. 18,900 claimants) and the housing assistance payment scheme (approx. 
45,000 claimants) - also use rent supplement’s rent limits. Any costing exercise for rent limits 
needs to consider the cost impact for both of these two schemes, along with other ancillary 
schemes using rent limits as part of their pricing strategies operated by local authorities.

Any increases made to rent limits may add further inflationary pressure on pricing expecta-
tions of landlords; this will be of most concern to lower-percentile property values within the 
rental market, i.e., low-income working families renting in urban areas would be the group most 
likely affected.

In recognition of the ongoing rental market difficulties, the Department continues to imple-
ment a targeted case-by-case flexible payment policy approach that allows for flexibility where 
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landlords seek rents in excess of the rent limits.  To date, approximately 13,500 cases have been 
provided additional flexible payment arrangements, i.e. have received support in excess of the 
prevailing rent limits. Rent supplement recipients by county along with the payments made 
under the case-by-case flexible payment National Framework since its inception in 2015 are 
provided in the below tabular statement.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement: 

Total Increased Rental Payments by County and Rent Supplement Recipients.

County Recipients End of February 
2019

Cumulative Cases 2015 - 19 
March 2019

CARLOW 209 91
CAVAN 187 83
CLARE 108 64
CORK 2,630 766
DONEGAL 87 0
DUBLIN 11,659 7,922
GALWAY 1,050 228
KERRY 742 364
KILDARE 992 712
KILKENNY 116 140
LAOIS 213 187
LEITRIM 83 108
LIMERICK 465 19
LONGFORD 120 368
LOUTH 185 208
MAYO 334 42
MEATH 271 510
MONAGHAN 106 1
OFFALY 80 74
ROSCOMMON 209 111
SLIGO 73 1
TIPPERARY 235 375
WATERFORD 118 74
WESTMEATH 594 487
WEXFORD 712 26
WICKLOW 1,012 541
TOTAL 22,590 13,502

02/04/2019WRBB03500Qualified Child Increase Payments

02/04/2019WRBB03600511. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing the qualified child increase by €2, €3, €4 and €5, 
respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14732/19]

02/04/2019WRBB03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
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costings sought by the Deputy are detailed in the following tables.

Qualified Child 
Increase

€2 increase €3 increase €4 increase €5 increase

Cost of Increase €32.71m €49.07m €65.43m €81.79m

The costs shown above are on a full-year basis and are based on the estimated number of 
recipients in 2019.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of 
emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2020.

02/04/2019WRBB03800School Meals Programme

02/04/2019WRBB03900512. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated cost of increasing expenditure on the school meals programme by 5%, 10%, 
15% and 20%, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14733/19]

02/04/2019WRBB04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
School Meals Programme operated by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection provides funding towards provision of food services for disadvantaged school children.

The cost of increasing the programme by the amounts sought by the Deputy are presented 
in the following table:

Increase  Cost (€m)
5% 2.8
10% 5.7
15% 8.6
20% 11.3
Costs are based on 2019 expenditure estimates.

02/04/2019WRBB04100Low Pay Commission Expenditure

02/04/2019WRBB04200513. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the annual expenditure on the Low Pay Commission; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14734/19]

02/04/2019WRBB04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Low Pay Commission was established on 26 February 2015 through the National Minimum 
Wage (Low Pay Commission) Act 2015.  Its principal function is, once each year, to examine 
the national minimum hourly rate of pay and to make a recommendation to the Minister re-
specting the rate, and ensuring that all decisions are evidence-based, fair and sustainable, and 
do not create significant adverse consequences for employment or competitiveness.

I published the first three-year report of the Commission on 26 March.  It provides a break-
down of the Commission’s expenditure since its establishment, which is set out in the table.

The three-year report from the Low Pay Commission demonstrates the work that has been 
done by the Commission since it was established in 2015.  Alongside its core task of making 
recommendations each year to Government on the appropriate rate for the National Minimum 
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Wage, the Commission has examined and reported on matters as diverse as the sub-minimum 
rates of the National Minimum Wage, the preponderance of women on the National Minimum 
Wage, and the allowances provided for Board and Lodgings under the National Minimum Wage.

Expenditure 
Item

2015** 2016 2017 2018

Salaries* €94,000 €150,000 €112,000 €149,200
Fees €61,400 €81,000 €60,000 €75,300
Research €75,000 €55,000 €84,000 €55,000
Administra-
tion**

€20,300 €21,000 €15,000 €27,600

Total €250,700 €307,000 €271,000 €307,100
of which:     
Pay €155,400 €231,000 €172,000 €224,500
Non-Pay €95,300 €76,000 €99,000 €82,600
* Salaries refer to the Secretariat of the LPC

** This includes payments during the Commission’s interim period of operations from Feb-
ruary 2015.  The first full year of operation was 2016.

02/04/2019WRBB04400Maternity Benefit

02/04/2019WRBB04500514. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of increasing maternity benefit from 26 weeks to 30 and 34 
weeks, respectively, for those who have had multiple births; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14735/19]

02/04/2019WRBB04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Justice and Equality has policy responsibility for maternity leave which is pro-
vided for in the 1994 and 2004 Maternity Acts. Any decision to extend the duration of maternity 
leave, including that for families with multiple births, would be the responsibility of my col-
league, the Minister for Justice and Equality.  My Department has responsibility for the pay-
ment of maternity benefit which is provided for in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 
(as amended).

There is a provision of €256m for maternity benefit for 2019.  The most recent CSO data 
from 2016 indicates that there were 1,215 instances of multiple births in Ireland, representing 
1.9% of all births.  Based on an apportionment of 1.9% of maternity benefit recipients, the 
cost of extending the period of this benefit from 26 weeks to 30 or 34 weeks could cost some 
€724,000 and €1,447,000 respectively.  There would also be additional costs for employers 
including substitution and public sector pay costs which would be a matter for my colleague, 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  Decisions around the extension of this benefit 
would have to be considered in a budgetary context.

As the Deputy will be aware, I have recently announced the introduction of a new paid pa-
rental benefit for parents which will support parents to spend additional time with their babies 
and provide more flexibility in managing a work-life balance. This new benefit will be available 
to parents from late 2019 and will provide for 2 weeks’ paid leave to each parent of a child aged 
under 1 year on parental leave from work.  These 2 weeks are additional to that already avail-
able under maternity benefit and paternity benefit.
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRBB04700Child Benefit Payments

02/04/2019WRBB04800515. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of paying a double child benefit payment to parents on the birth 
of a child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14736/19]

02/04/2019WRBB04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child benefit is paid to 630,000 qualifying adults in respect of over 1.2 million children with an 
annual cost in 2018 of €2.1 billion.

The estimated full-year cost of issuing a double child benefit payment to parents on the birth 
of a child is approximately €8.72 million.

This estimate is based on the number of child benefit claims (61,856) received in respect 
of first and additional children in 2018.  It assumes the payment of €140, representing an ad-
ditional month’s payment in respect of these children.  Multiple births are paid a higher rate and 
this additional cost has been factored in to the estimate.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRBB05000Jobseeker’s Payments

02/04/2019WRBB05100516. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of equalising jobseeker payments for those under 26 years of 
age to the standard rate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14737/19]

02/04/2019WRBB05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
estimated full-year cost of equalising jobseeker payments for those under 26 years of age to the 
standard rate of €203 per week is €57.75 million.

The cost is on a full-year basis and is based on the estimated number of recipients in 2019.  
It should be noted that this cost is subject to change in the context of emerging trends and as-
sociated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients for 2020.

It should also be noted the cost includes proportionate increases for qualified adults and 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance payments, where relevant.

02/04/2019WRBB05300National Advocacy Service

02/04/2019WRBB05400517. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of advocates in the National Advocacy Service for People with Disabilities; 
the estimated full-year cost of increasing the number of advocates by 5%, 10%, 15% and 20%, 
respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14738/19]

02/04/2019WRBB05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
National Advocacy Service for People with Disabilities (NAS) provides an independent, con-
fidential and free issues-based representative advocacy service that works exclusively for the 
person using the service and adheres to the highest professional standards. NAS has a particular 
remit for people with disabilities who are isolated from their community and services, have 
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communication differences, are inappropriately accommodated, live in residential services, at-
tend day services or have limited informal or natural supports.

NAS currently operates with a staffing of 52.5 whole-time equivalents, broken down as fol-
lows:

National 
Manager

Cor-
porate 
Services   
Manager

HR Ex-
ecutive

Policy & 
Comms   
Officer

Regional 
Manager

Senior 
Advocate

Advocate Adminis-
trator

1 1 1 1 4 8 31.5 5

NAS is  funded and supported by the Citizens Information Board (CIB), which has a mandate 
under the Citizens Information Act 2007 to provide advocacy for people with disabilities. The 
NAS operational grant from the Citizens Information Board for 2019 amounts to €3,250,952.

Based on 2019 costs, the following table shows the estimated cost if the number of advo-
cates (including senior advocates) were increased by certain percentages, as requested by the 
Deputy.

Increase in num-
ber of advocates 
(including se-
nior advocates)

5% 10% 15% 20%

Estimated Full-
Year NAS Cost

€3,383,570 €3,516,187 €3,648,805 €3,781, 423

The estimates detailed above include employer PRSI and pension contributions and esti-
mated overheads. The figures do not include any additional administrative or managerial costs 
that may result were the number of advocate posts to be increased.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRBB05600Bereavement Leave

02/04/2019WRBB05700518. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full-year cost of introducing two weeks’ paid bereavement leave at a rate of 
€203 per week per parent who has been bereaved of a child under 18 years of age; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14739/19]

02/04/2019WRBB05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
question as to whether an employee is entitled to take time off in such circumstances depends 
on whether any provision exists in the employee’s contract of employment providing for such 
leave.  For the vast majority of workers, conditions of employment, including bereavement 
leave provisions, are matters for negotiation between employers and employees.  In the absence 
of any such provisions in an employment contract, bereavement leave is normally granted at the 
discretion of the employer.

My colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, has policy responsibility for maternity 
leave, parental leave, carer’s leave, and force majeure leave.  So the issue of bereavement leave 
would fall within this category of compassionate or family leave.  I understand that officials at 
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the Department of Justice and Equality are currently working on a Family Leave Bill, which 
will consolidate into one piece of legislation the current provisions regarding maternity, adop-
tive, parental and carer’s leave.  However, I understand that there are no proposals to include 
Bereavement Leave in this Bill.

It is not readily possible to provide an estimated full-year cost of introducing two weeks’ 
paid bereavement leave per parent who has been bereaved of a child under 18 as it would de-
pend on a range of variables - including the likely number of such bereavements, the likely 
number of parents covered by social insurance contributions, the eligibility requirements that 
would be determined for such a scheme, etc.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC00200Working Family Payment Data

02/04/2019WRCC00300519. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of reducing the hours required to qualify for the working family 
payment from 19 to 15 hours for lone parents; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14740/19]

02/04/2019WRCC00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work support which provides an income top-up for 
employees on low earnings with children. WFP is designed to prevent in-work poverty for low 
paid workers with child dependants and to offer a financial incentive to take-up employment. 
Estimated expenditure on WFP in 2018 was approximately €430 million and it is currently paid 
to almost 54,000 families in respect of some 122,000 children.

To qualify for WFP, a person must be engaged in full-time insurable employment which is 
expected to last for at least 3 months and be working for a minimum of 38 hours per fortnight 
or 19 hours per week. A couple may combine their hours of employment to meet the qualifica-
tion criteria. The applicant must also have at least one qualified child who normally resides with 
them or is supported by them. Furthermore, the average family income must be below a speci-
fied amount which varies according to the number of qualified children in the family.

The “hours worked” eligibility criterion has been reduced significantly since the introduc-
tion of the scheme, from 30 hours per week to 19 hours per week. 

For low income workers with less than the minimum hours of employment for WFP and 
working on a casual basis (that is, up to and including 3 days per week) the Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance (JA) scheme provides in-work income support through daily disregards and tapered 
withdrawal of payments .  

Apart from the jobseeker schemes, if a person cannot meet the 19 hours WFP threshold or 
if their hours vary significantly from week to week, the Department offers a number of other 
schemes which can provide income support that can be combined with earnings from employ-
ment, subject to each individual’s circumstances.  These include One-Parent Family Payment 
(OFP), the Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment (JST), and the Part-Time Job Incentive (PTJI) 
scheme 

Further reducing the “hours worked” requirement would potentially have significant expen-
diture implications which are not possible to quantify. The number of families working between 
15-18 hours who are earning below the relevant WFP thresholds is currently unknown. Also, 
reducing the numbers of hours worked required to access WFP from 19 to 15 could have a 
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number of behavioural effects the increased cost of which would be difficult to predict. These 
effects include: 

-  reducing the incentive to increase part-time hours, resulting in recipients on the minimum 
19 hours threshold reducing their hours of work; 

-  attracting new recipients currently on higher wages above the WFP threshold, who might 
decide to reduce their hours in order to qualify.

-  greater dependency on WFP to support very low earnings, with significant budgetary 
implications.

It is crucially important that WFP does not inadvertently subsidise unsustainably low earn-
ings or encourage employers to offer minimal hours of employment.  The longer term goal of 
WFP, as an incentive to take up and remain in work, could be compromised if the nature of 
the work taken up is not ultimately sustainable without ever-increasing and perhaps ultimately 
unsustainable levels of subvention.

02/04/2019WRCC00500Social Welfare Schemes Data

02/04/2019WRCC00600520. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of allowing lone parents in employment whose children are 
aged between 7 and 14 years of age to receive both the jobseeker’s transition payment and the 
working family payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14741/19]

02/04/2019WRCC00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a number of options for income support to lone parents once their entitle-
ment to the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) ceases.  These include the Jobseeker’s Transi-
tional Payment (JST) payment where the youngest child is aged 7-13 years (inclusive), and the 
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) payment which may be paid to lone parents where the youngest 
child is aged 14 or over.  The Working Family Payment (WFP), is also available to lone parents 
who are working 19 or more hours per week.  Lone parents who move to WFP may also apply 
for the Back to Work Family Dividend (BTWFD).

The concurrent payment of JST and WFP contradicts the policy goal of the changes to the 
OFP scheme, which were to tackle long-term social welfare dependency - and its associated 
poverty risks - through a tapering of income supports and a more active engagement process 
offering enhanced educational, training and employment supports.  Concurrent payment of JST 
and WFP would also introduce a steep financial “cliff” for lone parents when their youngest 
child reaches 14 years of age and they potentially move to Jobseeker’s Allowance.   

Lone parents currently on JST who increase their working hours to 19 or more per week can 
transfer from JST to WFP.  

Bearing the above policy position in mind, the Department has calculated the cost of allow-
ing JST recipients who meet the eligibility requirements for WFP (i.e. 19hrs average working 
hours per week), and the cost of allowing those in receipt of WFP with children aged between 
7 and 13 (inclusive) who would meet the eligibility requirements for JST to be some €62m on 
an annual basis.

02/04/2019WRCC00800Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment
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02/04/2019WRCC00900521. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of extending the jobseeker’s transitional payment for lone par-
ents until their youngest child reaches 18 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14742/19]

02/04/2019WRCC01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a number of options for income support to lone parents once their entitle-
ment to the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) ceases.  These include the Jobseeker’s Transi-
tional Payment (JST) payment where the youngest child is aged 7-13 years (inclusive) and the 
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) payment which may be paid to lone parents where the youngest 
child is aged 14 or over.  The Working Family Payment (WFP), is also available to lone parents 
who are working 19 or more hours per week.  Lone parents who move to WFP may also apply 
for the Back to Work Family Dividend (BTWFD). 

The cost of increasing the age limit for a qualified child for the jobseeker’s transitional pay-
ment (JST) to while the youngest child remains in secondary school is not easily estimated as 
there are significant barriers to undertaking such an exercise.  For example, customers may no 
longer be within the welfare system, while others could seek to move from alternative payments 
such as Jobseekers Allowance (JA), the Working Family Payment (WFP) and the Back to Work 
Family Dividend (BTWFD) back to JST.  It would be difficult for my Department to estimate 
the magnitude of this flow into and between schemes with any degree of accuracy. 

Likewise, the number of young people 18 years of age and over who are still in secondary 
education, and the proportion of those who are the children of lone parents in receipt of benefits 
is not readily available or easily estimated.  As these unknown factors are critical to providing a 
reliable costing my Department is not in a position to provide the costing requested.

02/04/2019WRCC01100Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment

02/04/2019WRCC01200522. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the jobseeker’s transi-
tional payment by €10, €15, €20 and €25, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14743/19]

02/04/2019WRCC01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the Jobseeker’s Transitional 
Payment  €10, €15, €20 and €25, respectively is set out in tabular form:

Estimated additional Annual Cost €
Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 160 
disregard

€1,340,300.00

Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 165 
disregard

€2,010,450.00

Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 170 
disregard

€2,680,600.00

Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 175 
disregard

€3,350,750.00

The above costings are based on the number of recipients who were working and earning in 
excess of €150 per week on the Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment as of March 2019.  
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The costings do not take into account potential behavioural changes, or the inflow of new 
entrants, which may arise from the introduction of higher income disregards. There would be 
additional costs on foot of these two factors, which are not possible to cost and have not been 
factored into the above costings.

02/04/2019WRCC01400One-Parent Family Payment Data

02/04/2019WRCC01500523. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the one parent family 
payment by €10, €15, €20 and €25, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14744/19]

02/04/2019WRCC01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
estimated full year cost of increasing the earnings disregard for the One Parent Family  payment 
€10, €15, €20 and €25, respectively, is set out in tabular form:

Estimated additional Annual Cost €
Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 160 
disregard

€2,996,500.00

Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 165 
disregard

€4,494,750.00

Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 170 
disregard

€5,993,000.00

Estimated additional Annual Cost @ 175 
disregard

€7,491,250.00

The above costings are based on the number of recipients who were working and earning in 
excess of €150 per week on the One-Parent Family Payment as of March 2019.  

The costings do not take into account potential behavioural changes, or the inflow of new 
entrants, which may arise from the introduction of higher income disregards. There would be 
additional costs on foot of these two factors, which are not possible to cost and have not been 
factored into the above costing.

02/04/2019WRCC01700Carer’s Allowance Data

02/04/2019WRCC01800524. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the week hours a carer can work or study while 
receiving carer’s allowance, carer’s benefit or the carer support grant from 15 to 18.5 hours; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14745/19]

02/04/2019WRCC01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It 
is a condition for receipt of carer’s benefit, carer’s allowance and the carer’s support grant that 
the carer must be providing full-time care and attention (FTCA) to a person who requires such 
full-time care and attention because of a specified illness or disability. This condition is mod-
erated by legislation allowing the carer to work or engage in training outside the home for an 
aggregate total of 15 hours per week. During this period of employment or education or train-
ing, adequate provision must be made for the care of the relevant person. At the end of 2016, 
there were 70,459 CA  recipients 14,322 (approximately 20 per cent) were in engaged in some 
form of employment over the course of the year. 
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The main cost elements of a proposal to increase the limit would arise from potentially ad-
ditional claimants who would not currently be eligible or do not apply because of the 15 hours 
condition.  As administrative data does not provide a breakdown of the latter and the former is 
unknown,  the Department has provided an indicative estimate annual cost of around €1 million 
for those in receipt of Carer’s Allowance only.

Any changes to qualifying criteria would have to be considered in an overall budgetary 
context.

02/04/2019WRCC02000Free Travel Scheme Eligibility

02/04/2019WRCC02100525. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of extending the free travel scheme for children in receipt of the 
domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14746/19]

02/04/2019WRCC02200555. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will provide for a free travel pass for children in receipt of domiciliary care 
allowance in view of the numerous medical appointments they may have to travel to attend; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15171/19]

02/04/2019WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to take Questions Nos. 525 and 555 together.

Domiciliary care allowance is a monthly payment of €309.50 to the carer of a child with 
a disability. There are currently 43,439 children who benefit from the allowance.  The allow-
ance may be used for the additional costs involved in caring for the child,  including additional 
transport costs where they arise.  

The free travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private transport ser-
vices for those eligible under the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided 
by companies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and 
services provided by over 80 private transport operators.  There are currently approx. 939,000 
customers with direct eligibility.  Following Budget 2019 the funding for the free travel scheme 
was increased by €5 million to a total of €95 million.

Providing an estimate of the cost of extending the free travel scheme to all children in re-
ceipt of domiciliary care allowance is difficult as the cost is determined by the usage of the extra 
passes provided, and not by the increased number.  The fact that many operators have reduced 
fares for children and that in some cases children under five years of age can travel for free 
would also have to be taken into account.  Taking all of this into consideration the yearly cost 
of the measure suggested by the Deputy may be in the region of €5 million, however this is a 
tentative estimate. 

Any decision to extend the free travel scheme to all children that are in receipt of a domicili-
ary care allowance would require additional funding for the free travel scheme and would have 
to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations.

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme (SWA) the Department of  Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection may award a travel supplement in any case where the cir-
cumstances of the case so warrant.  The supplement is intended to assist with ongoing or re-
curring travel costs that cannot be met from the client’s own resources and are deemed to be 
necessary.  Every decision is based on consideration of the circumstances of the case, taking 
account of the nature and extent of the need and of the resources of the person concerned. 
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC02400Carer’s Allowance Data

02/04/2019WRCC02500526. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the estimated full year cost of increasing the income disregard for carer’s allowance from 
€332.50 for a single person and €665 for a couple to €450 and €900, respectively in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14747/19]

02/04/2019WRCC02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a means tested payment, made to people who are providing full-
time care and attention to elderly people or to people with disabilities and whose income falls 
below certain limits. The principal conditions for receipt of the allowance are that full time care 
and attention is required and being provided and that the means test which applies is satisfied. 

The conditions attached to payment of CA are consistent with the overall conditions that ap-
ply to social assistance payments generally. This system of social assistance supports provides 
payments based on an income need with the means test playing the critical role in determining 
whether or not an income need arises as a consequence of a particular contingency - be that ill-
ness/disability, unemployment or caring.  

The means test for Carer’s Allowance is one of the most generous in the social protection 
system in that €332.50 of gross weekly income is disregarded in the calculation of means for a 
single person; the equivalent for someone who is married, in a civil partnership or cohabiting is 
€665 of combined gross weekly income. A married couple with 2 children could have weekly 
earnings of €734 net of PRSI, superannuation and union subscription costs and still qualify for 
the full rate of Carer’s Allowance. This is equivalent to over €38,000 per annum. 

At the end of December 2018, there were 79,914 people in receipt of CA.  The projected 
expenditure on CA in 2019 is almost €840 million.

It has not been possible in the time available to make a robust estimate of the costs request-
ed using administrative and other data of the level of additional programme costs, particularly 
as such a change would be highly sensitive to the income distribution in households at the time 
of implementation. However, the Department did make an estimate in 2017 of the estimated 
cost of increasing the weekly income disregards for Carer’s Allowance by €51 for a couple 
and by €25.50 for a single person using administrative records and various assumptions.  This 
analysis suggested at that time that it would cost in the region of €51 million (an increase of 
7.3% on the programme allocation at the time).  The estimated cost of the higher increase speci-
fied in the question would be expected to be several multiples of this amount.  Any changes to 
qualifying criteria would have to be considered in an overall budgetary context.

02/04/2019WRCC02700Illness Benefit Payments

02/04/2019WRCC02800527. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason illness benefit payments are not correct in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14752/19]

02/04/2019WRCC02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was previously in receipt of Occupational Injury Benefit and was paid up to 
the 18th November 2018 on this scheme. His Illness Benefit payment commenced from the 
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19th November 2018.  An officer of the Department has examined his claim and decided he is 
due arrears of €33.00 for the 19th November 2018 and this money has now issued to him. 

The Illness Benefit claim from the person concerned is currently at the maximum rate of 
€203 and has been paid up to the 17th March 2019, which is the date on his most recent medical 
certificate. 

If the person concerned remains unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be sub-
mitted to the Department as soon as possible in order for further payments to issue. 

It is worth noting that under the closed certification model introduced in March, general 
practitioners can give a medical certificate to cover the full period the person is expected to be 
unfit for work.  Such a certificate facilitates a weekly payment to be made to the person each 
week over the period of certification without the need for the person to attend his general prac-
titioner to obtain a medical certificate each week.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC03000Labour Activation Programmes Data

02/04/2019WRCC03100528. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason Turas Nua is engaging with a person (details supplied) a year after they had 
secured employment; her views on the approach of Turas Nua to dealing with the person; the 
reason an appointment with the person was recently cancelled with one hour’s notice; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14756/19]

02/04/2019WRCC03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): All 
Jobseekers on the live register must be capable of; available for and actively seeking full-time 
employment.  They are also required to engage with the Department’s activation services. The 
Social Welfare (Consolidated) Act 2005, as amended, specifies that participation in activation 
meetings is mandatory.  

JobPath is an employment activation service that supports people who are long-term un-
employed, including those working part time and those at risk of becoming long-term unem-
ployed, to secure and sustain full-time paid employment.  All jobseekers over one year on the 
Live Register are eligible for selection for the JobPath service and clients are chosen by means 
of a random selection process. The person concerned was referred to JobPath on 04/03/2019 as 
a part-time casual worker.   

Customers referred to JobPath who are also working part-time have all activities including 
meetings with their personal advisor scheduled around their work commitments and the Job-
Path contractors are required to be flexible in the provision of the service in that respect. The 
Department have confirmed with the JobPath contractor that the customer’s appointments will 
also be scheduled around their caring commitments.  

JobPath contractors endeavour to give due notice of any changes to scheduled appointments 
including cancellations. Unfortunately, in this case the appointment, which was scheduled for 
10.30am, had to be cancelled at short notice as the Personal Adviser needed to take unplanned 
emergency leave. The customer was informed of same as soon as possible via a cancellation 
text message which issued at 9.08 a.m. 

JobPath contractors do not encourage customers to give up their job. Their Personal Advis-
ers work to provide customers with advice and guidance to secure full-time employment. 
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Any queries in relation to social welfare payments, either for the customer themselves or 
regarding their spouse, are directed to their Intreo office. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC03300Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

02/04/2019WRCC03400529. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a couple with savings of €40,000 are means tested for jobseeker’s allowance; and 
if they would be entitled to full payment. [14758/19]

02/04/2019WRCC03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
assessing means for social assistance payments including jobseeker’s allowance, account is 
taken of the value of capital and property belonging to the person and their spouse or partner.  
Property such as the family home or a premises used by a person in carrying out a business is 
not liable for assessment.  

The capital assessment method for jobseeker’s allowance involves disregarding an initial 
amount of capital / savings and applying an increasing notional weekly value for amounts in 
excess of the disregarded amount, as outlined in the table.  The same assessment of capital ap-
plies to capital / savings in the name of the claimant and his or her spouse / partner.

 Amount of Capital  Weekly Means Assessed
 Up to €20,000  Nil 
 €20,000 - €30,000  €1 per each €1,000 
 €30,000 - €40,000  €2 per each €1,000 
 Over €40,000  €4 per each €1,000 

 
 The weekly entitlement of the claimant is the maximum weekly rate of payment for the 

person less the means calculated. 

This means that a couple on jobseeker’s allowance can have €20,000 in savings and be as-
sessed with nil means from capital and receive the maximum weekly rate of JA.  A couple with 
savings of €40,000 would be assessed with €30 of capital means, meaning they would entitled 
to the full rate minus €30.

02/04/2019WRCC03600State Pension (Contributory) Data

02/04/2019WRCC03700530. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a pension rate for a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14799/19]

02/04/2019WRCC03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods. 

The person concerned applied for HomeCaring Periods to my Department and all of the 
periods applied for have been awarded.  The person has 740 reckonable paid contributions 
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which combined with the maximum permissible number of HomeCaring periods and reckon-
able credits of 1,040,  as set out in legislation, results in an increase from 85% to 85.58% of 
maximum rate of pension.  

A review outcome letter has issued to the person, outlining details of their increase in pay-
ment and includes a breakdown of their social insurance contribution record.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC03900Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

02/04/2019WRCC04000531. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of an appeal for a disability allowance in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14811/19]

02/04/2019WRCC04100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted an application for disability al-
lowance (DA) on 23 August 2017.  Their application, based upon all the evidence submitted, 
was disallowed on medical grounds as it was not found that this lady was substantially re-
stricted in taking up employment. The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision 
on 23 October 2017.

They requested a review of the decision by a deciding officer (DO) and submitted additional 
medical evidence for consideration on 03 April 2018. On review the original decision was up-
held and this lady was notified in writing of this decision on 05 July 2018.

To date my department has had no request for a further review. It is open for this lady to 
reapply for DA.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC04200Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

02/04/2019WRCC04300532. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will review eligibility for a carer’s allowance in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14821/19]

02/04/2019WRCC04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person concerned on 
4 December 2018.  Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment, made 
to persons who are providing full-time care and attention to a person who has such a disability 
that they require that level of care. 

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 1 March 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/04/2019WRCC04500Farm Assist Scheme Data

02/04/2019WRCC04600533. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 304 and 305 of 5 December 2018, the latest 
costings for the proposals regarding the scheme in question over a full calendar year. [14886/19]

02/04/2019WRCC04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
farm assist (FA) scheme is a means-tested payment for farmers on low incomes and is similar 
to jobseeker’s allowance (JA). Recipients retain the advantages of the JA scheme such as the 
retention of secondary benefits and access to activation programmes. The 2019 Revised Esti-
mates for this Department provides for expenditure of some €72 million for the FA (which also 
includes the Fish Assist provision).

Budget 2017 fully reversed the previous cuts to the FA means test. The changes included 
that 70% of farm income is now assessed as means, down from 100% (which is equivalent to a 
30% income disregard) and an additional annual means disregard of €254 for each of the first 
two children and €381 for the third and subsequent children 

It is estimated that the cost of changing the FA means testing rules in order that irrespective 
of the source of income the first €3,000 would be disregarded and the balance would be means 
tested at 50% would be approximately €12.5 million over a full calendar year.  This estimate 
is based on the existing number of recipients and current rates. However, it is envisaged that 
there may be an increase of new FA claims if these measures were introduced.  Therefore, the 
estimated cost of €12.5 million should be regarded as a minimum estimate. Any further changes 
to the FA scheme would have to be considered in the overall budgetary context.

I want to take this opportunity to advise the Deputy that budget 2019 provided for a €5 per 
week increase in the personal rate of payment for FA from €198 to €203 per week from 25 
March 2019. 

02/04/2019WRCC04800Jobseeker’s Allowance Data

02/04/2019WRCC04900534. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person on jobseeker’s allowance can continue to pay into a private pension 
scheme he or she enrolled in while in full-time employment; and if the pension value is regard-
ed as means even though the person has no access to those funds until the pension has matured. 
[14887/19]

02/04/2019WRCC05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Job-
seekers Allowance is one of a range of means-tested social assistance schemes, where account 
is taken of the income and the value of capital, including shares, of the claimant and his or her 
spouse/ partner. 

The general rule for assessment of pension funds or annuities is that money invested in a 
pension fund is not assessable for means purposes if it is not accessible to the claimant.  How-
ever, this must specifically be a pension fund, and not a general savings account being used by 
the claimant as savings for their retirement. 

The value of any cash otherwise available from a pension fund is assessed on the basis of the 
capital valuation of that fund and any regular pension payments received are treated as income 
for means purposes.

When assessing income from earnings, social welfare legislation provides for various pay-
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ments to be deducted from gross earnings for means assessment purposes including: PRSI 
contributions, payments to a trade union, and superannuation contributions, such as additional 
voluntary contributions (AVCs) and personal retirement savings accounts (PRSAs).  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC05100Employment Data

02/04/2019WRCC05200535. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans for legislation to outlaw bogus self-employment practices; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14896/19]

02/04/2019WRCC05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Em-
ployers are required to maintain accurate records of employees and contractors who they en-
gage and to pay the appropriate class of PRSI.  There are already legislative provisions within 
the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 prohibiting the practice of misclassifying employ-
ment in order to avoid paying the correct social insurance contributions.  

Workers who have concerns in relation to their employment status have recourse to the 
Department’s Scope section.  This section determines employment status and the correct class 
of pay-related social insurance (PRSI).  Where misclassification of workers as self-employed is 
detected, the correct status and class is determined and social insurance arrears are collected as 
required.  Depending on the length of time involved, this collection of arrears due in itself can 
impose a significant penalty on employers.

Given the concerns expressed in this House and elsewhere regarding a perceived increase 
in the incidence of self-employment, and to ensure that people are aware of their rights and the 
protections available, my Department conducted a communications campaign covering radio, 
print and social media, in relation to the issue of false self-employment during 2018 and will 
repeat aspects of this campaign again during 2019.

My Department has also increased the number of employer inspections in recent months 
with a specific focus on detecting cases of false / bogus self-employment.  It is also implement-
ing more intensive training for inspectors.  Inspections are also undertaken jointly with other 
agencies including the Revenue Commissioners and Workplace Relations Commission.  Where 
evidence of non-compliance is detected, it is pursued.   

In addition, I intend to implement a number of new measures.

Firstly, I will seek to put the Code of Practice for Determining Employment Status on a 
statutory basis.  It is currently being reviewed and updated by an interdepartmental group from 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, Finance, Revenue and the Work-
place Relations Commission.

Secondly, I intend to bring forward measures to address victimisation of workers who seek 
a determination of their employment status.  

Furthermore, I’m exploring the possibility of providing for Deciding Officers in Scope Sec-
tion in my Department to make determinations on the employment status of groups or classes 
of workers who are engaged and operate on the same terms and conditions without having to 
investigate each individual worker separately.  This would go a long way to ensure consistency 
of status decisions and their timely determination.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC05400Invalidity Pension Payments

02/04/2019WRCC05500536. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when invalidity pension arrears will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14897/19]

02/04/2019WRCC05600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension 
with effect from 06 September 2018.  Payment issued to his nominated bank account on 14 
March 2019.  Arrears due from 06 September 2018 to 13 March 2019 will issue to the gentle-
man concerned on 04 April 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRCC05700State Pension (Contributory) Data

02/04/2019WRCC05800537. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons that received a letter from her Department advising them of the recal-
culation of their State pension rate; and the number of persons that received a letter seeking 
additional information as part of the recalculation of their State pension rate in tabular form. 
[14952/19]

02/04/2019WRCC05900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary regula-
tions which together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, which allows the increased payments to be made.  As of 28 March 2019, 11,646 
of reviews have been completed.  Of these, over 8,850 resulted in an increase in payment for 
the pensioners concerned.  The pensioners who did not qualify for an increase in payments will 
continue to receive their existing weekly rate.

I have stated from the outset that it will take a number of months to complete all of the 
reviews due to the numbers involved and the individual nature of social insurance records.  In 
some cases it is necessary to engage in correspondence with the pensioner in order to clarify 
periods of caring, work and contribution histories.  To date, over 34,000 requests for informa-
tion have issued to pensioners.  In order to process these reviews over 100 temporary staff have 
been recruited to the Departments offices in the north-west.  

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the person’s 
rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 2018, 
or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following a 
review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.   

Given the scale (90,000 pensioners) involved, the fact that each case requires close indi-
vidual examination and that some cases are more complex than others, it would not be reason-
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able to expect all to be processed immediately. While this work will take a number of months to 
complete, it will continue until all pensioners have been notified of the outcome of their review 
in writing. 

I would urge anyone who has yet to provide additional requested information to the Depart-
ment to do so as soon as possible so that their review can be processed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRDD00200State Pensions Payments

02/04/2019WRDD00300538. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons having their State pension rates recalculated; the number of these cases 
that have been finalised to date; the number of new payment rates that have been issued includ-
ing arrears; the number of recalculations to be finalised; and the number of cases in which the 
additional information sought is to be received in tabular form. [14953/19]

02/04/2019WRDD00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary regula-
tions which together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, which allows the increased payments to be made.  As of 28 March 2019, 11,646 of 
reviews have been completed.  Of these, over 8,850 resulted in an increase in payment for the 
pensioners concerned.  The pensioners who did not qualify for an increase in payments will 
continue to receive their existing weekly rate.

I have stated from the outset that it will take a number of months to complete all of the 
reviews due to the numbers involved and the individual nature of social insurance records.  In 
some cases it is necessary to engage in correspondence with the pensioner in order to clarify 
periods of caring, work and contribution histories.  To date, over 34,000 requests for informa-
tion have issued to pensioners.  In order to process these reviews one hundred temporary staff 
have been recruited to the Departments offices in the north- west.  

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the person’s 
rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 2018, 
or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following a 
review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.   

Given the scale (90,000 pensioners) involved, the fact that each case requires close indi-
vidual examination and that some cases are more complex than others, it would not be reason-
able to expect all to be processed immediately. While this work will take a number of months to 
complete, it will continue until all pensioners have been notified of the outcome of their review 
in writing. 

I would urge anyone who has yet to provide additional requested information to the Depart-
ment to do so as soon as possible so that their review can be processed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/04/2019WRDD00500Departmental Staff Data

02/04/2019WRDD00600539. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the composition of the new State pension review section; the number of staff deployed to the 
section; and her plans to increase the number. [14954/19]

02/04/2019WRDD00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

To date, 117 temporary staff have been recruited to complete the pension reviews.  A further 
6 temporary staff are expected to be recruited in the coming weeks.  The review work is man-
aged by four managers, who are permanent members of staff within my Department. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRDD00800State Pensions

02/04/2019WRDD00900540. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of State pension recipients that have submitted the additional information sought 
as part of the recalculation of their State pensions through the online mechanism. [14955/19]

02/04/2019WRDD01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Wherever possible reviews will be processed using information already held by my Depart-
ment.  In some cases additional information is being requested to ensure people receive the best 
rate possible.  Over 34,000 requests for information have issued to pensioners.     

To date, 6,256 pensioners have provided their requested information using my Departments 
on-line services at MyWelfare.ie. I would urge anyone who has yet to provide additional re-
quested information to the Department to do so as soon as possible so that their review can be 
processed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRDD01100Carer’s Allowance Payments

02/04/2019WRDD01200541. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if applications for carer’s allowance increase for a qualified child, IQC, payments for 
foster children are linked to child benefit payments; if so, the reason therefor; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14963/19]

02/04/2019WRDD01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
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habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

A recipient of CA is entitled to claim an increase for a qualified child (IQC) where:

-  the child normally resides with them and

-  the child is aged less than 18 or is aged between 18 and 21 and attending full-time day 
education

-  is entitled to full rate CA 

There is no distinction between a recipient who is a birth parent, an adoptive parent or a 
foster parent.  An IQC is payable on CA from the date that the child becomes a qualified child 
for that parent or the date that CA commences, whichever is the later. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRDD01400Carer’s Allowance Payments

02/04/2019WRDD01500542. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if carer’s allowance IQC payments relating to foster children are paid from the date of 
application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14964/19]

02/04/2019WRDD01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

A recipient of CA is entitled to claim an increase for a qualified child (IQC) where:

- the child normally resides with them and

- the child is aged less than 18 or is aged between 18 and 21 and attending full-time day 
education

- is entitled to full rate CA 

There is no distinction between a recipient who is a birth parent, an adoptive parent or a 
foster parent.  An IQC is payable on CA from the date that the child becomes a qualified child 
for that parent or the date that CA commences, whichever is the later. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRDD01700JobPath Programme

02/04/2019WRDD01800543. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a client participating with JobPath secures a place on a community employment scheme, 
whether JobPath is paid for this placement; if a client is on both JobPath and community em-
ployment secures employment, whether Jobpath is paid for this placement; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14966/19]

02/04/2019WRDD01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy will be aware the primary goal of my Department’s activation services including 
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the JobPath service, is to move people from full-time and part-time unemployment to full-time 
and sustained employment. 

JobPath is a payment by results model and all set-up and day-to-day operational costs are 
borne by the companies.  The companies are paid on the basis of performance and with the 
exception of the initial registration fee; payments are made only when a client has achieved 
sustained employment.  

In other words contractors are paid if and when the client enters into sustained employment.  
In this regard employment is defined as work of at least thirty (30) hours per week lasting for 
at least thirteen (13) weeks.  

A CE Scheme placement is not considered a full-time job in terms of the JobPath Contact 
and the JobPath Providers are not entitled a fee for a CE placement.  However, all long term 
jobseekers who are currently engaged with the JobPath service have the option of applying 
for a placement on CE Scheme.  This will, in particular, enable those people with the JobPath 
service to not only continue to receive the personalised employment counselling and job search 
support provided by their JobPath personal advisors but also to avail of a CE placement which 
will provide valuable occupational activity and work experience.

If a customer gains full-time employment following a placement with a CE Scheme while 
also engaging and receiving support from the JobPath Service, the JobPath Provider may sub-
mit a claim for that employment 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRDD02000Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

02/04/2019WRDD02100544. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will reduce the entry age to community employment schemes to 19 years of age 
to align with the age at which persons are referred to JobPath; her views on whether in doing 
so community employment schemes would have no difficulty in filling places and would give 
younger persons a greater chance to gain training and valuable work experience at an early age 
to enable them to obtain permanent employment; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14967/19]

02/04/2019WRDD02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) is an employment and training programme which helps long-
term unemployed people to re-enter the active workforce by breaking their experience of unem-
ployment through a return to work routine.  The programme assists by enhancing and develop-
ing a person’s technical and personal skills which can then be used in the workplace. 

The general minimum age criterion of 21 for CE has been set to ensure that, in the first in-
stance, younger jobseekers engage with the range of other activation measures already in place 
for persons of school leaving age and beyond.  As there is limited provision for vulnerable 
groups (e.g. persons with a disability, Travellers, refugees, referred drug misusers, ex-offend-
ers) who can access CE at 18 years of age, they are permitted to participate. 

Schemes operated by my Department are kept under constant review to ensure that they 
remain fit for purpose and continue to meet the needs of the Department’s customers.  

02/04/2019WRDD02300Community Employment Schemes Review
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02/04/2019WRDD02400545. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will address matters (details supplied) regarding the interdepartmental review of 
community employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14968/19]

02/04/2019WRDD02500546. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on whether the current review of community employment is a way of culling 
community employment scheme numbers (details supplied); if her attention has been drawn to 
the fact that changes to the current structure would further marginalise these groups; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14970/19]

02/04/2019WRDD02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 545 and 546 together.

Community employment (CE) is the largest employment programme administered by my 
Department.  It was initially established to enhance the employability of unemployed persons 
by providing work experience and training opportunities for them within their communities.  In 
doing so, its objective was, and remains, to help long-term unemployed people to re-enter the 
active workforce.

Following the review of CE in 2015, the scheme was categorised into two strands, Social 
Inclusion and Activation.  This was to acknowledge that not all placements are the same. Social 
Inclusion placements are more suited to adults who need additional supports, for example older 
unemployed workers, people with a disability, travellers, homeless people, refugees, those re-
quiring drug rehabilitation and ex-offenders whereas the activation placements are more di-
rectly related to the labour market relevant work experience.  The Activation and Social Inclu-
sion placements are currently governed under the same rules, eligibility criteria and period of 
placement.

I am sure the Deputy will agree that these Social Inclusion placements require a separate 
focus to ensure that those who are very distant from the labour market and who are interested 
in working and delivering services in their local community have the opportunity to do so.  It is 
also my strong view that the local services which are supported by these Social Inclusion place-
ments must be safeguarded into the future.  

On this basis Government agreed to establish an Interdepartmental Group (IDG) to explore 
the most appropriate organisational arrangements, including which Department should host the 
CE Social Inclusion schemes. 

The interdepartmental group will assess the best course of action required so as to protect 
the governance and successes that we have seen in CE activation whilst also establishing the 
appropriate structure for the social inclusion placements. The first meeting of the group was 
held on 26th March.  It was agreed at the meeting to undertake a consultation process in the near 
future with all key stakeholders including Sponsor Organisations.  I have received a number of 
submissions to date and these will be included in the deliberations.

The Group will report to Cabinet Committee B, dealing with Social Policy and Public Ser-
vices with the outcome of the deliberations of the group prior to a final decision by the Govern-
ment.  It is expected that the IDG will report to Cabinet by end Q2 2019.

02/04/2019WRDD02800Carer’s Allowance Applications

02/04/2019WRDD02900547. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [14976/19]

02/04/2019WRDD03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 5 February 2019. The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

02/04/2019WRDD03100Invalidity Pension Appeals

02/04/2019WRDD03200548. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied). [14991/19]

02/04/2019WRDD03300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral 
hearing of the appeal of the person concerned took place on 26th March 2019 and the Appeals 
Officer is now considering the appeal in the light of all of the evidence submitted, including 
that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned will be notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRDD03400State Pension (Contributory) Data

02/04/2019WRDD03500549. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of reviews conducted and completed to date in respect of the changes 
made to the contributory pension in 2012; the number of outstanding reviews that remain to be 
conducted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14993/19]

02/04/2019WRDD03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary regula-
tions which together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, which allows the increased payments to be made.  As of 28 March 2019, 11,646 of 
reviews have been completed.  Of these, over 8,850 resulted in an increase in payment for the 
pensioners concerned.  The pensioners who did not qualify for an increase in payments will 
continue to receive their existing weekly rate.
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I have stated from the outset that it will take a number of months to complete all of the 
reviews due to the numbers involved and the individual nature of social insurance records.  In 
some cases it is necessary to engage in correspondence with the pensioner in order to clarify 
periods of caring, work and contribution histories.  To date, over 34,000 requests for informa-
tion have issued to pensioners.  In order to process these reviews one hundred and twenty one 
(121) temporary staff have been recruited to the Departments offices in the north- west.  

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the person’s 
rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 2018, 
or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following a 
review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.   

Given the scale (90,000 pensioners) involved, the fact that each case requires close indi-
vidual examination and that some cases are more complex than others, it would not be reason-
able to expect all to be processed immediately. While this work will take a number of months to 
complete, it will continue until all pensioners have been notified of the outcome of their review 
in writing. 

I would urge anyone who has yet to provide additional requested information to the Depart-
ment to do so as soon as possible so that their review can be processed.

The remaining reviews will continue to be processed until all identified pensioners receive 
their review outcome in writing.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Question No. 550 answered with Question No. 510.

02/04/2019WRDD03800State Pension (Contributory)

02/04/2019WRDD03900551. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of the review of pensions affected by the 2012 contributory pensions changes; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14996/19]

02/04/2019WRDD04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary regula-
tions which together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations 
Act 2018, which allows the increased payments to be made.  As of 28 March 2019, 11,646 of 
reviews have been completed.  Of these, over 8,850 resulted in an increase in payment for the 
pensioners concerned.  The pensioners who did not qualify for an increase in payments will 
continue to receive their existing weekly rate.

I have stated from the outset that it will take a number of months to complete all of the 
reviews due to the numbers involved and the individual nature of social insurance records.  In 
some cases it is necessary to engage in correspondence with the pensioner in order to clarify 
periods of caring, work and contribution histories.  To date, over 34,000 requests for informa-
tion have issued to pensioners.  In order to process these reviews one hundred and twenty one 
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(121) temporary staff have been recruited to the Departments offices in the north- west.  

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the person’s 
rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 2018, 
or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following a 
review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.   

Given the scale (90,000 pensioners) involved, the fact that each case requires close indi-
vidual examination and that some cases are more complex than others, it would not be reason-
able to expect all to be processed immediately. While this work will take a number of months to 
complete, it will continue until all pensioners have been notified of the outcome of their review 
in writing. 

I would urge anyone who has yet to provide additional requested information to the Depart-
ment to do so as soon as possible so that their review can be processed.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WRDD04100Child Benefit Eligibility

02/04/2019WRDD04200552. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to extend the child benefit payment to children who turn 18 years of age 
and are in full-time secondary school education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14997/19]

02/04/2019WRDD04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit is 
currently paid to almost 622,900 families in respect of nearly 1.2 million children, with expen-
diture of more than €2 billion in 2018. 

Given the universality of Child Benefit, extending entitlement to parents of full-time stu-
dents in second level education who are over 18 years of age would not be a targeted approach.  
The adoption of such a proposal would have significant cost implications and would have to be 
considered in an overall budgetary context. 

Families on low incomes can avail of a number of social welfare schemes that support chil-
dren in full-time education until the age of 22, including:  

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with primary social welfare payments; 

- the Working Family Payment (formerly Family Income Supplement) for low-paid employ-
ees with children;  

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance for low income families (paid at the 
full-time second-level education rate).  

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education.

02/04/2019WRDD04400Working Family Payment Applications
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02/04/2019WRDD04500553. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be made in respect of an application for a working family payment by 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15003/19]

02/04/2019WRDD04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional financial 
support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 14 March 2019.

They have been awarded WFP with effect from 10 January 2019 to 08 January 2020.

The first weekly payment and all arrears owing will issue to their nominated bank account 
on 29 March 2019.

The person concerned was notified on 27 March 2019 of this decision and of the right of 
review and appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WRDD04700Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

02/04/2019WRDD04800554. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application for domiciliary care allowance by a person (details supplied). 
[15065/19]

02/04/2019WRDD04900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for domiciliary care allowance ( DCA) was re-
ceived from this lady on the 7th March 2019.  Applications received at the end of January 2019 
are currently being finalised.  The application will be considered by a deciding officer in due 
course and the decision notified to her as soon as possible.

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Question No. 555 answered with Question No. 525.

02/04/2019WRDD05100Invalidity Pension Appeals

02/04/2019WRDD05200556. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the case of a person (details supplied) in view of the fact that it is June 2017 since 
an application was lodged. [15179/19]

02/04/2019WRDD05300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The Department received a claim for invalidity pension (IP) from the lady concerned on 
the 28 April 2017.  Her claim for IP was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions 
for the scheme were not satisfied.  She was notified on the 26 June 2017 of this decision, the 
reasons for it and of her rights of review and appeal.  

A review was requested and further medical evidence was submitted on 17 July 2017.  Fol-
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lowing a review of all the information available it was decided that there was no change to the 
original decision.  She was notified on 28 August 2017 of the outcome of the review.  A further 
review was requested on 31 May 2018 and additional medical evidence was submitted on 22 
June 2018.  Following a review of all the information available a deciding officer has confirmed 
the original decision to disallow the claim on medical grounds.  She was notified on 08 October 
2018 of the outcome of the review. 

The lady in question lodged an appeal of the decision to the independent Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office (SWAO) in November 2018 and submitted additional medical evidence in support 
of her appeal.  

Following a review of all the information available it was decided that there was no change 
to the original decision and a submission was prepared by the Department and forwarded to 
the SWAO for determination on 28 March 2019.  The SWAO will be in touch with the lady in 
question directly in relation to the progress of her appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WREE00200State Pension (Non-Contributory) Appeals

02/04/2019WREE00300557. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason for the extraordinary investigative process applied in the case of a person 
(details supplied); if a full evaluation of their case can be undertaken as a matter or urgency with 
a view to clarification; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15189/19]

02/04/2019WREE00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was in receipt of a survivor’s (non-contributory) pension claim which was 
stopped in August 2017 after she signed a declaration during a Social Welfare Inspector’s visit 
stating she was cohabitating.  Subsequently she advised the Deputy that she signed it under 
duress and took an appeal against the decision.  The appeal was not successful.

A review of her appeal was undertaken on foot of a Parliamentary Question raised on behalf 
of the person concerned and her basic supplementary welfare payment was reinstated during 
the period of review.  The Chief Appeals Officer was satisfied that there was no error in law or 
facts in the decision and therefore, the Appeals Officer’s decision of 29/3/2018 stands.  This 
review was completed on 27/7/2018 and the Deputy was notified of this outcome on the same 
date.  

The Appeals Office confirmed that the file was sent back to Pensions Section in September 
2018 but the designated  Community Welfare Officer (CWO) was not informed of the deci-
sion.  The customer informed the CWO that she had not heard anything from the Appeals Of-
fice or Pensions Section.  I am advised by my Department that correspondence from the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO)  issued only to the Deputy and not to the claimant.  The ba-
sic supplementary welfare payment continued to issue to the person concerned in error, given 
that the review was completed on the 27/7/2018.  A letter was sent to the person concerned 
from the designated officer on 15/2/2019 advising that her final payment would be available on 
28/2/2019.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WREE00500Disability Allowance Payments
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02/04/2019WREE00600558. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a disability payment will be reinstated for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15191/19]

02/04/2019WREE00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Arrears of disability allowance (DA) due to this gentleman have 
issued by his chosen payment method. He will receive them along with his weekly payment 
on  3 April 2019. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WREE00800State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

02/04/2019WREE00900559. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent to which consideration has been given to awarding a State pension to those 
currently disallowed on the basis of insufficient contributions; if they can be accommodated by 
retrospective purchase of contributions in view of the need to ensure natural justice to such per-
sons and their obvious entitlement to a pro rata payment in line with the extent of their contribu-
tions; the estimated cost of a refund of contributions to all those affected in such circumstances; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [15192/19]

02/04/2019WREE01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
person is required to have 520 contributions paid to qualify for the State Pension (contributory) 
or to to be eligible to make voluntary contributions to maintain their social insurance record.  It 
is reasonable to require people who seek a contributory pension to have made at least 10 years’ 
paid contributions into the Social Insurance Fund which finances it, over 50 years of working 
age life. 

For those who do not qualify for the State Pension (contributory) (SPC), there are other 
state pension payments available.  Notably, they may qualify for the State Pension (non-con-
tributory) which is a means-tested payment (based on their share of household means) with a 
maximum payment of 95% of the SPC.  If their spouse has a contributory pension, they may 
qualify for an increase for a qualified adult (based on their own means), amounting up to 90% 
of a full rate SPC pension. 

Consequently, if a person doesn’t receive a State pension after pension age, they have both 
significant means and have made little or no contribution to the Social Insurance Fund.  Intro-
ducing a pension entitlement for such people would reduce the resources available for other 
pensioners, most of whom have less means than they do, and have contributed significantly 
more to the Social Insurance Fund.

It is important to note that the Social Insurance Fund works on the basis of contributions 
that may deliver entitlements on the one hand and social solidarity which results in the system 
being one of redistribution on the other.  While entitlements to Social Insurance payments are 
built up by individual contributors for use in the event of various contingencies arising during 
their working years and also after retirement, it is possible that a person may never qualify for 
any of these (as none of the contingencies may arise in their lifetime).  Accordingly, the matter 
of refunds of contributions does not arise.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WREE01100State Pension (Contributory)
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02/04/2019WREE01200560. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if the rate of old age contributory pension to which a person (details supplied) would be entitled 
will be reviewed. [15193/19]

02/04/2019WREE01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA)  pension calculation 
which includes provision for HomeCaring periods.

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these reviews.   
Additional information will be requested in writing from pensioners in relation to unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record where required to complete their review.  

An examination of the person’s social insurance record has found some unexplained gaps in 
their social insurance record.  A request for information about time spend out of the workforce 
for parenting or caring reasons has been sent to the person concerned.  Included in the letter are 
details of how to return the required information using the Department’s online services.  This 
is the quickest and easiest way to provide the information required to complete the person’s re-
view.  The letter also provides a dedicated telephone number for assistance submitting the on-
line application, or to request a paper form if the person has difficulties submitting their appli-
cation online. 

On receipt of the requested information, the person’s state pension (contributory) pension 
rate will be reviewed and they will be informed of the outcome in writing.  If an increase is 
due, it will be backdated to 31 January 2019.  If no increase is due following the review, the 
person will continue to receive their existing rate of pension. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WREE01400Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

02/04/2019WREE01500561. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a domiciliary care allowance application by a person (details supplied). [15241/19]

02/04/2019WREE01600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for domiciliary care allowance (DCA) was re-
ceived in respect of this child on the 31st January 2019.  The application was not allowed as 
it was considered that the child did not meet the eligibility criteria for the allowance.  A letter 
issued on the 27th March 2019 outlining the decision in this case.

 In the case of an application which is refused, the applicant may submit additional informa-
tion and ask to have the decision reviewed, and/or they may appeal the decision directly to the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office.  The options available have been advised in the decision letter. 

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

02/04/2019WREE01700Domiciliary Care Allowance

02/04/2019WREE01800562. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a review of the domiciliary care allowance has been conducted; and if age thresholds will be 
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revised. [15250/19]

02/04/2019WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): A scheme review of domiciliary care allowance (DCA) published 
in 2013 recommended that the age limit for DCA be increased from 16 to 18 years with disabil-
ity allowance commencing from age 18 instead of 16 , as is currently the case.   

In addition, following a commitment made in the Comprehensive Employment Strategy for 
people with disabilities 2015 -2024, the “Make Work Pay for People with Disabilities” (MWP) 
report was published in April 2017.  This report was produced in order to better identify how 
people with disabilities could be supported to achieve their employment ambitions and made 
two recommendations, (numbers 9 and 10), that addressed issues around the design of the main 
income supports schemes.  

These related to (a) reconfiguration of the starting age of Disability Allowance (DA) from 
the current age of 16 to 18 years and (b) implementing the principle of early engagement for 
young persons on DA and on all illness and disability payments.

To fulfill a commitment of the report, a public consultation was conducted with persons with 
disabilities, families and sectoral representatives in relation to these recommendations.  Out-
comes from the consultation process, including stakeholder submissions, four regional consul-
tation events (held in Dublin, Cork, Sligo, and Limerick), and online questionnaires were com-
piled. These outcomes were further considered by a key stakeholder focus group (this group 
comprises of persons with experience of disability issues and has helped the Department with 
the design of the national consultation process). 

A report has now been drafted and next steps are currently under consideration prior to a 
decision being made on its publication.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WREE02000State Pension (Contributory)

02/04/2019WREE02100563. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when she expects paper forms to be available for use by those in receipt of reduced 
contributory pensions post 2012 that have been unable to complete the online review; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [15254/19]

02/04/2019WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining 
the social insurance records of approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 
1946, who have a reduced rate State pension contributory entitlement based on post-Budget 
2012 rate-bands.  These payments are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Ap-
proach (TCA) to pension calculation which includes provision for homecaring periods.

  Wherever possible reviews will be processed using information already held by my De-
partment.  In some cases additional information is being requested to ensure people receives 
the best rate possible.  Approximately 25,000 requests for information have issued to date.  It 
is important that prompt responses are received to those requests so that the reviews can be 
completed as quickly as possible. Paper forms are provided by the Department where a person 
cannot complete an online application. 

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary regula-
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tions which together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 
2018, allows the increased payments to be made.  The most recently available figures show that 
as at week ending 28 March 2019, 11,646 reviews have been completed.  

  It will take a number of months to complete all the reviews due to the number involved and 
the individual nature of social insurance records.  Over 100 temporary staff have been recruited 
to help with this work.  Outcomes will issue to all pensioners in writing when their review is 
complete.  

  Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the per-
son’s rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 
2018, or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase follow-
ing a review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.   

  Given the scale (90,000 pensioners) involved, the fact that each case requires close indi-
vidual examination and that some cases are more complex than others, it would not be reason-
able to expect all to be processed immediately. While this work will take a number of months to 
complete, it will continue until all pensioners have been notified of the outcome of their review 
in writing. 

   Where possible, reviews will be processed based on information already held by the De-
partment. For the majority of pensioners the next letter they receive from the Department (after 
the first letter) will be a review outcome letter. Where additional information is required to 
complete the review, a written request is being sent to the pensioner directly. Almost 24,000 re-
quests for information issued in January and another 11,000 will be issuing to customers in the 
coming weeks. I would urge anyone who has yet to provide additional requested information to 
the Department to do so as soon as possible so that their review can be processed.

  I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WREE02300Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times

02/04/2019WREE02400564. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the average time required to process means tested applications for various social 
welfare entitlements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15255/19]

02/04/2019WREE02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
figures requested by the Deputy, where available, are detailed in tabular form.  The figures sup-
plied refer to February 2019.

 Scheme Average Weeks to Award 
 State Pension (Contributory)  6
 State Pension (Non-Contributory)  10
 Jobseekers Allowance  2
 Jobseekers Benefit  1
 One-Parent Family Payment  3
 Basic Supplementary Welfare Allowance  1
 Maternity Benefit  6
 Paternity Benefit  6
 Carer’s Allowance  15
 Carer’s Benefit  12



Questions - Written Answers

282

 Scheme Average Weeks to Award 
 Disability Allowance  14
 Invalidity Pension  7
 Child Benefit 3 
 Working Family Payment  7
 Domiciliary Care Allowance  10
 Household Benefits  1
 Free Travel  2

 While the average waiting times are unavailable for Illness Benefit and Occupational Injury 
Benefit, 84% and 75% of claims respectively were awarded within one week.

02/04/2019WREE02600Working Family Payment Applications

02/04/2019WREE02700565. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position regarding a working family payment for a person (details supplied) in County 
Kildare. [15263/19]

02/04/2019WREE02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work weekly payment which provides additional 
financial support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 23 August 2018.

Their application was referred to a local Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for further clarifica-
tion. The SWI has confirmed that the completed report will be returned very shortly.

On receipt of the completed SWI report, their WFP application will be processed without 
delay and the person concerned will be notified of the outcome. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

02/04/2019WREE02900Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

02/04/2019WREE03000566. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will consider extending associated social welfare benefits such as the fuel allowance 
and so on to those in receipt of partial capacity benefit; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15273/19]

02/04/2019WREE03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Fuel allowance is a means-tested payment to assist householders on long-term social welfare 
payments towards the cost of their heating needs: one allowance is payable per household.  The 
main eligibility conditions that apply to the fuel allowance scheme are that a person must be 
in receipt of a qualifying payment, must satisfy a means test and must either be living alone or 
with other qualifying persons. 

Currently, Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) it is not a qualifying payment for fuel allowance 
and therefore no fuel allowance is payable if a person is in receipt of PCB.  

A review of the PCB scheme has been undertaken (a copy of the review is available on 
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the department’s website at: http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/A%20Review%20of%20Par-
tial%20Capacity%20Benefit.pdf)   and one of the medium term recommendations of the review 
was that PCB recipients retain entitlement to apply for fuel allowance subject to the standard 
means test qualifying conditions. 

Any consideration with regards to expanding the fuel allowance scheme or other associated 
social welfare benefits would need to be considered in the overall budgetary process.

02/04/2019WREE03200Equality Legislation

02/04/2019WREE03300567. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the implementation of the Gender Recognition Act 2015 review; when legislation 
will be published based on the recommendations; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15295/19]

02/04/2019WREE03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Of-
ficials from my Department are considering the recommendations of the report of the Review 
Group, and how they can best be progressed, in conjunction with other relevant Government 
Departments and consultation with the Attorney General.

I understand that this work will be completed shortly. I will then lay my own report on the 
review before the Houses of the Oireachtas, as provided for under section 7 of the Act, which 
will include proposals in relation to the Review Group’s recommendations.

02/04/2019WREE03500Departmental Schemes

02/04/2019WREE03600568. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the review of the pilot scheme of the social welfare scheme for artists; when the 
review findings will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15296/19]

02/04/2019WREE03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
pilot initiative to assist self-employed visual artists and writers who apply to my Department 
for jobseekers allowance was launched in June 2017.  The initiative, which is a commitment 
under the Creative Ireland Programme, is a collaboration between the Department of Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection and what is now the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht (DCHG), with the support and advice of the Arts Council. The Pilot acknowledges 
the status of self-employed professional artists and writers who are in receipt of a jobseeker’s 
allowance and gives them a 12 month window to focus on building up their work before they 
are subject to labour market activation provided by my Department. Applicants must satisfy all 
of the other qualifying conditions of the pilot initiative including a means test.

A commitment was given to review the scheme which my Department is currently under-
taking.  I expect this review to be completed shortly and its findings will inform any further 
decisions on the future of this pilot. 

I trust this clarifies the matter.

02/04/2019WREE03800Carer’s Support Grant

02/04/2019WREE03900569. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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the number of carers who received the carer’s support grant automatically in 2018; the number 
of applications received for the grant; and the number of grants approved and rejected, respec-
tively, in tabular form. [15321/19]

02/04/2019WREE04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Carer’s Support Grant is an annual payment made by my Department to full-time carers. The 
due date of the grant is the 1st Thursday in June. Over 90% of all grants are paid automatically 
on this date to persons in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit or Domiciliary Care 
Allowance. A small number of persons in receipt of Constant Attendance Allowance (108 in 
2018) also receive payment of the grant. In addition, over 5,600 carers received payment of the 
‘standalone’ grant in 2018.

Table 1 shows details of all grants paid in 2018. A total of 476 claims were refused/with-
drawn in 2018.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Table 1: Carer’s Support Grants paid in 2018

Month Grants paid auto-
matically

‘Standalone’ Grants 
paid

Total Grants

January 315 222 537
February 472 194 666
March 341 117 458
April 194 113 307
May 169 36 205
June 104,736 3,464 108,200
July 2,108 516 2,624
August 1,770 260 2,030
September 1,158 197 1,355
October 1,529 218 1,747
November 825 184 1,009
December 694 144 838
Total 114,311 5,665 119,975

02/04/2019WREE04100Civil Registration Service

02/04/2019WREE04200570. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of court prosecutions initiated by the Office of an tArd-Chláraitheoir (Civil 
Registration Act 2004) in each of the years 2014 to 2018; the result of each of these court cases; 
the number and values of fines issued in each year; the value of fines collected each year; the 
value of fines still outstanding in respect of these prosecutions; the arrangements in place to 
collect the outstanding fines; if she will provide an age analysis of these outstanding fines; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15342/19]

02/04/2019WREE04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There were no prosecutions initiated by the Office of an tArd-Chlaralitheoir for the years in 
question.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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02/04/2019WREE04400Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WREE04500571. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her Department has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy 
agencies, media or otherwise to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging 
on social media or videos on behalf of her departmental strategies or policies; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [15388/19]

02/04/2019WREE04600572. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the way in which her departmental officials have been contributing to, and taking part in, 
Government of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each 
of the policy areas of her Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [15405/19]

02/04/2019WREE04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 571 and 572 together.

My Department administers over 70 separate schemes and services, which affect the lives 
of almost every person in the State. 

In this context, I am fully committed to ensuring that members of the general public are 
fully aware of the welfare supports and services that are available, as well as ensuring that key 
changes are communicated to them.

Public information campaigns are therefore an important part of the Department’s work.  
These campaigns are developed and targeted carefully, using the best mix of media formats, 
including social media platforms, to ensure that the Department’s messages reach members of 
the public effectively while offering value for money.

My Department issues these communications through its Press Office and, where appro-
priate, also arranges to have them streamed through the Government of Ireland merrionst.ie 
platform, an example of which was the recent video on the welfare increases from Budget 2019 
which commenced last month.

The Department also shares and cross promotes other Department messaging on an ongo-
ing basis to ensure important public information reaches as wide an audience as possible. My 
Department has not procured any specialist agency to assist in the formulation or contribution 
to policy messaging on social media. 

Where required, the Department engages professional videographers to record, and edit 
video clips and engages a creative agency when producing social and digital media content as 
part of the Department’s own public information campaigns.

02/04/2019WREE04900State Pensions Reform

02/04/2019WREE05000573. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of cases that have been reviewed under the new total contributions approach 
method for assessing pensioners that became eligible for the State pension after September 
2012; the number of such cases in which the payment has increased; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15431/19]

02/04/2019WREE05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
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approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.

Wherever possible reviews will be processed using information already held by my Depart-
ment.  In some cases additional information is being requested to ensure people receives the 
best rate possible.  Approximately 25,000 requests for information have issued to date.  It is 
important that prompt responses are received to those requests so that the reviews can be com-
pleted as quickly as possible. 

Reviews commenced from 13 February 2019, the day after I signed the necessary regula-
tions which together with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 
2018, allows the increased payments to be made.  The most recently available figures show that 
as at week ending 28 March 2019, 11,646 reviews have been completed.  Of these, 8,827 have 
resulted in an increase in their payment. 

It will take a number of months to complete all the reviews due to the number involved and 
the individual nature of social insurance records.  Over 100 temporary staff have been recruited 
to help with this work.  Outcomes will issue to all pensioners in writing when their review is 
complete.  

Regardless of when a review is conducted, where an increase in payment is due, the person’s 
rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and arrears issued backdated to 30 March 2018, 
or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a person’s rate does not increase following a 
review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.   

Given the scale (90,000 pensioners) involved, the fact that each case requires close indi-
vidual examination and that some cases are more complex than others, it would not be reason-
able to expect all to be processed immediately. While this work will take a number of months to 
complete, it will continue until all pensioners have been notified of the outcome of their review 
in writing. 

Where possible, reviews will be processed based on information already held by the Depart-
ment. For the majority of pensioners the next letter they receive from the Department (after the 
first letter) will be a review outcome letter. Where additional information is required to com-
plete the review, a written request is being sent to the pensioner directly. Almost 24,000 requests 
for information issued in January and another 11,000 will be issuing to customers in the coming 
weeks. I would urge anyone who has yet to provide additional requested information to the 
Department to do so as soon as possible so that their review can be processed.

  I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WREE05200Illness Benefit Payments

02/04/2019WREE05300574. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the correct level of illness benefit payable in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15459/19]

02/04/2019WREE05400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned is currently in receipt of Illness Benefit at 
a rate of €249 per week. This includes her personal rate of payment of €159 plus increases in 
respect of her three children (two at the €34.00 rate and one at the €37.00 rate) of €105 , less an 
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amount of €15.00 arising from an overpayment on another social welfare scheme.  

She is currently paid up to date and she is medically certified as unfit for work until the 19th 
April 2019.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

02/04/2019WREE05500Irish Language

02/04/2019WREE05600575. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if her Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Lan-
guages Act 2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15490/19]

02/04/2019WREE05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department’s Language Scheme 2019 - 2022, prepared as required under the Official Lan-
guages Act 2003, has been confirmed by the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  
The Scheme took effect from 26 February 2019 and shall remain in force for a period of 3 years 
from this date or until a new Scheme has been confirmed by the Minister, whichever is the later.  

The Language Scheme is available on my Departments website at the following links:

Gaeilge:   http://www.welfare.ie/ga/Pages/OLA-Scheme-2015-2018.aspx

English: http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/OLA-Scheme-2015-2018.aspx   

02/04/2019WRFF00200Local Authority Housing Maintenance

02/04/2019WRFF00300576. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of houses in the housing stock of each local authority that have benefitted 
from energy efficiency retrofits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15287/19]

02/04/2019WRFF00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Energy Efficiency/Retrofitting Programme was launched in 2013 to improve the insula-
tion standards and overall energy performance of local authority social housing stock. Phase 
1 of the programme provided funding targeted at the less intrusive cavity wall/attic insulation, 
while Phase 2 focuses on the fabric upgrade works to dwellings with solid/hollow block wall 
construction and includes the provision of heating upgrades.  

Since the programme commenced, over 68,000 social homes have been insulation retrofit-
ted, with a total exchequer spend of €128 million under the scheme.  The following is a break-
down by local authority, of the number of social homes insulation retrofitted under the scheme 
between 2013 and 2018: 

Local Author-
ity 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Carlow 179 262 290 53 59 145 988
Cavan 180 525 598 302 54 26 1,685
Clare 366 333 298 175 116 116 1,404
Cork City 397 950 2,329 2,128 922 406 7,132
Cork County 510 819 1,181 1,622 220 1,193 5,545
Donegal 235 526 453 380 480 0 2,074
Dublin City 449 3303 2,469 496 1440 485 8,642
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Local Author-
ity 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Dun 
Laoghaire / 
Rathdown

757 1058 369 75 0 0 2,259

Fingal 2135 146 326 207 0 309 3,123
Galway City 167 319 383 874 20 0 1,763
Galway 
County

802 325 290 461 0 0 1,878

Kerry 69 538 441 108 334 138 1,628
Kildare 201 694 311 468 180 177 2,031
Kilkenny 415 212 260 21 180 170 1,258
Laois 333 512 402 51 0 45 1,343
Leitrim 146 164 550 158 0 0 1,018
Limerick City 
& County

349 545 41 0 0 56 991

Longford 521 227 142 0 0 0 890
Louth 194 430 502 761 120 274 2,281
Mayo 193 131 216 131 48 175 894
Meath 185 405 577 526 50 243 1,986
Monaghan 213 240 336 0 25 0 814
Offaly 269 217 694 287 0 0 1,467
Roscommon 90 422 202 107 535 0 1,356
Sligo 189 265 624 280 0 0 1,358
South Dublin 223 601 390 346 391 0 1,951
Tipperary 1220 689 0 223 172 305 2,609
Waterford 
City & County

354 636 605 0 0 176 1,771

Westmeath 753 968 200 131 55 6 2,113
Wexford 757 1263 298 59 20 8 2,405
Wicklow 256 285 225 873 0 0 1,639
TOTAL 13,107 18,010 16,002 11,303 5,421 4,453 68,296

02/04/2019WRFF00500Local Authority Housing

02/04/2019WRFF00600577. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of local authority dwellings demolished in 2018 under Department ap-
proved schemes, by local authority. [14748/19]

02/04/2019WRFF00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The majority of demolition work in relation to local authority dwellings is carried out as part 
of the National Regeneration Programme. My Department currently supports a programme of 
large-scale regeneration projects in Dublin, Cork and Limerick with smaller projects in Tralee, 
Sligo and Dundalk. Over the lifetime of Rebuilding Ireland, some €211 million is being made 
available under the National Regeneration Programme to support the direct delivery of over 
1,000 new social housing homes.

Statistics in relation to the number of local authority owned dwellings and demolitions are 
compiled and published annually by the National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) 
in its annual reports on Performance Indicators in Local Authorities.  The most recent NOAC 
annual report relates to 2017 and the report contains statistics for demolitions and planned de-
molitions on a local authority by local authority basis.  This report is available on the NOAC 
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website at the following link: http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/NOAC-Performance-
Indicators-Report-2017.pdf. 

I understand the statistics in relation to 2018 are currently being compiled.

02/04/2019WRFF00800Housing Assistance Payment Data

02/04/2019WRFF00900578. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons and families in receipt of the housing assistance payment, by 
county, in tabular form; the average payment by county; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14766/19]

02/04/2019WRFF01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme is a flexible and immediate housing support 
that is now available to all eligible households throughout the State. 

Details of the number of active tenancies and the average monthly landlord payment by lo-
cal authority area at the end of Quarter 4 2018, are set out in the table below:

Local Authority Average Landlord Payment € Active tenancies as at 
end December 2018

Carlow County Council €554                             706
Cavan County Council €449                             275
Clare County Council €459                          1,335 
Cork City Council €764                          2,063 
Cork County Council €727                          3,339 
Donegal County Council €392                          1,729 
Dublin City Council €1,290                          2,219 
Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council €1,343                             388
Fingal County Council €1,325                          1,286 
Galway City Council €795                          1,351 
Galway County Council €701                             981
Kerry County Council €512                             898
Kildare County Council €919                          1,892 
Kilkenny County Council €576                             869
Laois County Council €573                             657
Leitrim County Council €414                             208
Limerick City and County Council €579                          2,175 
Longford County Council €405                             291
Louth County Council €833                          2,643 
Mayo County Council €501                          1,120 
Meath County Council €936                          1,740 
Monaghan County Council €480                             530
Offaly County Council €508                             845
Roscommon County Council €454                             354
Sligo County Council €503                             648 
South Dublin County Council €1,213                          2,605 
Tipperary County Council €488                          1,767 
Waterford City and County Council €509                          1,833 
Westmeath County Council €551                             656
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Local Authority Average Landlord Payment € Active tenancies as at 
end December 2018

Wexford County Council €520                          1,020 
Wicklow County Council €998                             908
Dublin Region Homeless Executive* N/A                          4,112 
Average monthly landlord payment €801                      43,443 

* The average monthly landlord payment for tenancies set up by the DRHE are recorded 
against the individual local authority.

My Department continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review. In gen-
eral, I am satisfied with the operation of the HAP and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meet-
ing housing need and fulfilling the ambitious programme outlined under Rebuilding Ireland.

02/04/2019WRFF01100Planning Guidelines

02/04/2019WRFF01200579. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of exemptions issued under the Planning and Development (Amendment) 
(No. 2) Regulations 2018, SI No. 30 of 2018, since its introduction, by county, in tabular form 
[14793/19]

02/04/2019WRFF01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2018, which came into op-
eration on 8 February 2018, provide for an exemption from the requirement to obtain planning 
permission in respect of the change of use of certain vacant commercial premises, including 
vacant areas above ground floor premises, to residential use. 

This measure is aimed at facilitating the productive re-use of qualifying vacant commer-
cial buildings as homes, while also facilitating urban renewal and the bringing on stream of 
increased housing supply.

While there is no planning application required, as such works are exempted development, 
the Regulations contain a notification requirement whereby a person intending to avail of the 
exemption is required to notify the local planning authority in writing at least 2 weeks prior to 
the commencement of the proposed change of use and related works. Such notifications must 
also indicate details of the number of residential units being provided under the exemption. 

Planning authorities are required to maintain records of such notifications received and to 
report annually to my Department in respect of the notifications received in the previous cal-
endar year. In 2018, 25 local authorities received a total of 81 notifications in respect of 158 
residential units under these arrangements.

02/04/2019WRFF01400Water and Sewerage Schemes

02/04/2019WRFF01500580. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if an application by Westmeath County Council for adequate funding for a group sewer-
age scheme (details supplied) will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14808/19]

02/04/2019WRFF01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details of the measures being funded under the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme 2019-
2021 were notified to local authorities by my Department on 8 February 2019. Local authorities 
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were invited to submit their bids for the funding of schemes or projects in their functional areas, 
with the deadline for receipt of proposals set as 14 March 2019.

Westmeath County Council has included the scheme in question in its application to my 
Department under the new Programme.

My Department is currently considering local authorities’ bids for funding allocations. An 
Expert Panel has been put in place to support the evaluation process. In addition to providing 
an expert perspective, the Panel brings independence, openness and transparency to the bids 
evaluation process which is done on a national prioritised basis. The Expert Panel’s member-
ship includes Departmental, stakeholder and independent representation.

The Expert Panel will make recommendations to my Department on the suitability of 
schemes and projects for funding based on objective criteria which are set out in the framework 
document issued to local authorities when requesting proposals. My Department will then con-
sider the recommendations of the Panel, and based on these, will propose allocations for my 
consideration as Minister. I expect this process to be completed in the second quarter of 2019.

02/04/2019WRFF01700Harbours and Piers Maintenance

02/04/2019WRFF01800581. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the status of actions planned for the sunken pontoon at Kenmare Pier, County 
Kerry. [14884/19]

02/04/2019WRFF01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is making enquiries in relation to this matter having been advised of an abandoned 
cruiser and sunken pontoon at Kenmare Pier, Co. Kerry. The matter may be more appropriate to 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) in light of the responsibility held by 
that Department for all matters relating to wrecked or stranded vessels or other wrecks. 

02/04/2019WRFF02000Local Authority Housing Maintenance

02/04/2019WRFF02100582. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of voids in Cork city and county still awaiting repair since 2014; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14901/19]

02/04/2019WRFF02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966, the management and maintenance of local authority 
housing stock, including the implementation of planned maintenance programmes and carry-
ing out of responsive repairs and pre-letting repairs to vacant properties, is a matter for each 
individual local authority.

My Department does not keep data on the number of vacant or void local authority houses 
at a particular point in time.  However, statistics in relation to social housing are compiled by 
the National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) in its annual reports on Performance 
Indicators in Local Authorities.  These statistics are set out by local authority and include the 
percentage of total local authority dwellings that were vacant, with the most recent report relat-
ing to 2017.  This report is available on the NOAC website at the following link: http://noac.ie/
wp-content/uploads/2018/09/NOAC-Performance-Indicators-Report-2017.pdf.

From 2015 to end-2018, my Department provided €22.48m to Cork City and County Coun-
cils to support their work in returning vacant social housing stock to use for re-letting.  The 



Questions - Written Answers

292

selection of the properties on which such funding is used is entirely a matter for the Councils.

02/04/2019WRFF02300Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

02/04/2019WRFF02400583. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons waiting to be housed in Cork city and county; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14903/19]

02/04/2019WRFF02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households which are qualified for social housing support in each 
local authority area and whose housing need has not been met, are provided in the statutory 
Summary of Social Housing Assessments. 

The most recent figures available are the results of the 2018 Summary which are available 
on my Department’s website at the following link: 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_hous-
ing_assessments_2018_-_key_findings.pdf.   The 2018 report shows that there were 3,118 qual-
ified households in Cork City Council and 3,509 qualified households in Cork County Council, 
as at 11 June 2018.

02/04/2019WRFF02600Local Authority Housing Maintenance

02/04/2019WRFF02700584. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on the drawdown of local authority home improvement loans; his views 
on whether supplementary funding should be provided for this purpose in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14907/19]

02/04/2019WRFF02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): It 
is a matter for local authorities as lenders to administer the Local Authority Home Improvement 
Loan Scheme and to make the final decisions on Home Improvement Loan Scheme applica-
tions.  If prospective applicants do not meet the eligibility criteria or where loan applications 
are declined, the option available is to seek loan facilities from one of the commercial lending 
institutions.

I am satisfied that local authorities can access sufficient funding to operate this scheme. 

02/04/2019WRFF02900Local Authority Housing Provision

02/04/2019WRFF03000585. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if emergency legislation will be introduced to enable Dublin City Council meet 
even its modest social housing targets in view of the numbers in council homeless accommoda-
tion and on housing lists in early 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14908/19]

02/04/2019WRFF03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is supporting local authorities in the provision of social housing homes through a 
range of different initiatives and schemes.  This includes the construction of social homes on 
the land of local authorities and construction delivery in conjunction with Approved Housing 
Bodies (AHBs).  Local authorities are also working in partnership with private developers to 
deliver social housing construction through turnkey arrangements. In addition, my Department 
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is funding social housing delivery through acquisitions, leasing arrangements, the Housing As-
sistance Payment (HAP) and the Rent Accommodation Scheme (RAS). Such a blend of deliv-
ery mechanisms is essential to ensure the needs of households will be successfully met.

The social housing delivery output figures for 2018 show that the Rebuilding Ireland Action 
Plan is working.  The level of progress being made is reflected in social housing waiting lists, 
which have reduced by 22% between September 2016 and June 2018, from 91,600 households 
to 71,858. Through partnerships between local authorities, AHBs and a range of other deliv-
ery partners, over 45,000 individuals and families had their housing needs met during 2016 
and 2017.  A total of 27,103 households had their housing needs met in 2018, with 8,422 new 
social homes brought into active housing stock through, build, acquisition, voids and leasing 
programmes.  This is 550 more homes than targeted for the year.

Local authorities now have substantial pipelines of approved new build social housing 
projects.  Details of these projects can be seen in the Quarter 4 2018 Construction Status Re-
port, which is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: http://rebuild-
ingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-
for-q4-2018/

While the management of the social housing delivery programmes and the delivery of emer-
gency accommodation is a matter for individual local authorities, my Department is working 
closely with all stakeholders, including Dublin Council to accelerate delivery and further ex-
pand social housing and emergency accommodation pipelines. This includes structured periodic 
meetings to review progress. I am confident that the actions, targets, legislative framework and 
resources available to all local authorities provide a strong platform for meeting our challenges 
in the housing sector and I am satisfied that all stakeholders are mobilised to keep delivery on 
track. 

02/04/2019WRFF03125Rental Sector

02/04/2019WRFF03150586. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of improvement notices issued by each local authority as a result of non-
compliance with minimum standards for rental accommodation, as prescribed in the Housing 
(Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2017, in each of the years from 2015 to 2018, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14999/19]

02/04/2019WRFF03175587. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of prohibition notices issued by each local authority pursuant to section 18B(1) 
of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 in each of the years from 2015 to 2018, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15000/19]

02/04/2019WRFF03187588. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the percentage of rented units in each local authority registered with the RTB that were 
deemed non-compliant with minimum standards for rental accommodation, as prescribed in 
the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2017, following inspection in each 
of the years from 2015 to 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15001/19]

02/04/2019WRFF03193589. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of rented units that were deemed not compliant with minimum standards for 
rental accommodation, as prescribed in the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 
2017, and which did not achieve compliance via follow-up inspection in each local authority in 
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each of the years from 2015 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15002/19]

02/04/2019WRFF03196Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 586 to 589, inclusive, together.

The Strategy for the Rental Sector, published in December 2016, set out a series of measures 
to be introduced to ensure the quality of private rental accommodation by strengthening the ap-
plicable standards and improving the inspection and enforcement systems.

On 1 July 2017, updated regulatory standards, the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) 
Regulations 2017, came into effect. These Regulations focus on tenant safety and include new 
measures covering heating appliances, carbon monoxide and window safety.  In August 2017, 
my Department published a guidance document to assist and support local authorities in imple-
menting the new Regulations.

All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these 
regulations and responsibility for the enforcement of the Regulations rests with the relevant lo-
cal authority, previously supported by a dedicated stream of funding provided from a portion of 
the proceeds of tenancy registration fees, collected by the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB).

Between 2005 and 2017, over €36 million has been paid to local authorities to assist them 
in the performance of their functions under the Housing Acts, including the inspection of rented 
accommodation. Over 229,000 inspections were carried out during this period.

The Rental Strategy recognises the need for additional resources to be provided to local 
authorities to aid increased inspections of properties and ensure greater compliance with the 
Regulations. Provision has been made for €4.5 million of Exchequer funding to be made avail-
able to local authorities in 2019 for this purpose, with the intention of providing further increas-
es each year in the period to 2021 to facilitate a targeted inspection coverage of 25% of rental 
properties annually at that stage.

Information in relation to Improvement and Prohibition Notices is set out in the tables.

Detailed information in relation to inspections carried out by each Local Authority since 
2005 can be found on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.
ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/private-housing-market-statistics. 

Information in relation to 2018 is currently being collated by my Department and will be 
available on my Department’s website shortly.

Enforcement of Statutory Regulations for Private Rented Accommodation - 2015

Local Authority Improvement Notices 
Served on Landlords

Prohibition Notices Served 
on Landlords

Carlow 0 0
Cavan 0 0
Clare 0 0
Cork 4 0
Donegal 0 0
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 4 0
Fingal 0 0
Galway 82 0
Kerry 0 0
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Local Authority Improvement Notices 
Served on Landlords

Prohibition Notices Served 
on Landlords

Kildare 4 0
Kilkenny 0 0
Laois 0 0
Leitrim 0 0
Limerick City & Co 294 0
Longford 0 0
Louth 206 0
Mayo 12 0
Meath 0 0
Monaghan 0 0
Offaly 23 0
Roscommon 0 0
Sligo 268 1
South Dublin 1 0
Tipperary 0 97
Waterford City & Co 0 0
Westmeath 0 0
Wexford 0 0
Wicklow 0 0
City Councils
Cork 269 0
Dublin 975 56
Galway 0 0
Total: 2142 154

Enforcement of Statutory Regulations for Private Rented Accommodation - 2016

Local Authority Improvement Notices 
Served on Landlords

Prohibition Notices Served 
on Landlords

Carlow 0 0
Cavan 0 0
Clare 1 0
Cork 7 2
Donegal 0 0
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 351 4
Fingal 3 0
Galway 23 0
Kerry 0 0
Kildare 5 0
Kilkenny 4 0
Laois 0 0
Leitrim 38 0
Limerick City & Co 256 4
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Local Authority Improvement Notices 
Served on Landlords

Prohibition Notices Served 
on Landlords

Longford 0 0
Louth 126 4
Mayo 49 0
Meath 0 0
Monaghan 0 0
Offaly 42 0
Roscommon 0 0
Sligo 213 0
South Dublin 2 0
Tipperary 0 0
Waterford City & Co 0 0
Westmeath 0 0
Wexford 0 0
Wicklow 0 0
City Councils
Cork 2 0
Dublin 1292 28
Galway 0 0
Total: 2414 42

Enforcement of Statutory Regulations for Private Rented Accommodation - 2017

Local Authority Improvement Notices 
Served on Landlords

Prohibition Notices Served 
on Landlords

Carlow 0 0
Cavan 0 0
Clare 2 0
Cork 10 7
Donegal 1 0
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 11 3
Fingal 7 0
Galway 14 0
Kerry 1 0
Kildare 9 0
Kilkenny 14 4
Laois 0 0
Leitrim 31 0
Limerick City & Co 28 5
Longford 0 0
Louth 144 15
Mayo 1 0
Meath 0 0
Monaghan 0 0
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Local Authority Improvement Notices 
Served on Landlords

Prohibition Notices Served 
on Landlords

Offaly 0 0
Roscommon 0 0
Sligo 207 0
South Dublin 7 1
Tipperary 92 1
Waterford City & Co 1 0
Westmeath 0 0
Wexford 0 0
Wicklow 1 0
City Councils
Cork 1116 4
Dublin 15 0
Galway 0 0
Total: 1712 40

02/04/2019WRFF03200Housing Assistance Payment Data

02/04/2019WRFF03300590. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of housing assistance payment recipients benefiting from discretionary payment 
increases, by county; the number of homeless housing assistance payment recipients benefiting 
from discretionary payments; the average increase per county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15096/19]

02/04/2019WRFF03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, tenants source their own accommoda-
tion. The accommodation sourced by tenants should be within the prescribed maximum HAP 
rent limits, which are based on household size and the rental market within the area concerned. 

Each local authority has statutory discretion to agree to a HAP payment up to 20% above the 
prescribed maximum rent limit in circumstances where it is necessary, because of local rental 
market conditions, to secure appropriate accommodation for a household that requires it.  It is 
a matter for the local authority to determine if the application of the flexibility is warranted on 
a case by case basis. 

The information requested in relation to number of HAP recipients benefiting from discre-
tionary increases and the average level of discretion, by local authority, at the end of Quarter 4, 
2018, is set out in the following table:

Local Authority Overall number of Ten-
ancies 

Number of Tenancies 
availing of discretion

Average level of discre-
tion %

Carlow County Council 697 146 16.3%
Cavan County Council 273 31 20.0%
Clare County Council 1,325 420 18.8%
Cork City Council 2,024 909 15.1%
Cork County Council 3,265 434 17.3%
Donegal County Council 1,715 42 20.1%
Dublin City Council 2,345 818 13.7%
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Local Authority Overall number of Ten-
ancies 

Number of Tenancies 
availing of discretion

Average level of discre-
tion %

Dún Laoghaire Rath-
down County Council

385 291 17.3%

Fingal County Council 1,304 697 14.3%
Galway City Council 1,340 775 15.4%
Galway County Council 967 174 15.4%
Kerry County Council 894 350 17.9%
Kildare County Council 1,870 816 14.2%
Kilkenny County Coun-
cil

866 83 18.6%

Laois County Council 636 197 18.5%
Leitrim County Council 205 4 20.0%
Limerick City and 
County Council

2,168 141 17.9%

Longford County Coun-
cil

283 68 17.5%

Louth County Council 2,643 414 17.1%
Mayo County Council 1,112 879 17.6%
Meath County Council 1,726 953 15.0%
Monaghan County 
Council

527 216 18.7%

Offaly County Council 841 139 17.1%
Roscommon County 
Council

348 54 17.8%

Sligo County Council 640 21 17.6%
South Dublin County 
Council

2,632 125 15.2%

Tipperary County Coun-
cil

1,758 372 18.3%

Waterford City and 
County Council

1,821 291 18.1%

Westmeath County 
Council

652 131 16.4%

Wexford County Council 963 205 16.1%
Wicklow County Council 898 201 16.3%
Total 39,123 10,397 16.2%

Additional discretion of up to 50% above rent limits is available to assist in housing home-
less households in the Dublin Region. The additional discretion available to homeless house-
holds recognises the difficulty this cohort of households face in sourcing and securing proper-
ties in a highly competitive rental market.

The following table provides details on the use of discretion in the Dublin local authority 
areas including the DRHE tenancies:

Dublin Region 
Homeless Execu-
tive

Overall number of 
Tenancies 

Number of DRHE 
Tenancies 

Number in receipt 
of discretion 

Average Rate of 
discretion 

Dublin City Coun-
cil

5,028 2,683 3,501 31.7%
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Dublin Region 
Homeless Execu-
tive

Overall number of 
Tenancies 

Number of DRHE 
Tenancies 

Number in receipt 
of discretion 

Average Rate of 
discretion 

Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown County 
Council

545 160 451 24.4%

Fingal County 
Council

1,759 455 1,152 23%

South Dublin 
County Council

3,175 543 668 33.7%

At the end of Q4 2018, 33.1% of the total number of households being supported by HAP 
were benefiting from the additional flexibility. When the additional discretion available to 
homeless households in the Dublin region is removed, 26.6% of households nationally were 
benefiting from the additional flexibility. In those cases, the average rate of discretionary pay-
ment being used was 16.2% above rent limits provided. This increases to 21.8% when the Dub-
lin region homeless area data is included.  

I continue to keep the operation of HAP under review but I am currently satisfied with how 
the scheme is operating and I consider it to be a key vehicle for meeting current housing need 
and fulfilling the ambitious programme set out in Rebuilding Ireland.

02/04/2019WRFF03500Housing Assistance Payment

02/04/2019WRFF03600591. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government if 
the housing assistance discretionary payment is exempt from rent pressure zone criteria; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15097/19]

02/04/2019WRFF03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
key principle of the HAP scheme is that eligible households source their own accommodation 
in the private rented sector and the tenancy agreement is between the tenant and the landlord.  
The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 regulates the landlord-tenant relationship in the private 
rented sector and sets out the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants. HAP supported 
tenancies are afforded the same protections available to all private rented tenancies. 

For an area to be designated a Rent Pressure Zone, it must satisfy the criteria set out in sec-
tion 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 (as inserted by section 36 of the Planning and 
Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016). Rent Pressure Zones are desig-
nated Local Electoral Areas or administrative areas of local authorities in which rent increases 
are restricted to a maximum of 4% per annum.  The Rent Pressure Zone legislation applies to 
HAP tenancies in these designated areas. 

02/04/2019WRFF03800Home Loan Scheme

02/04/2019WRFF03900592. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 1408 and 1409 of 26 March 2019, the 
number of these applications for loans that have been approved and that number that have been 
drawn down in the same time period. [15128/19]

02/04/2019WRFF04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local authority 
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loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns.  Information up to the end of Quarter 
3 2018, including in relation to number and value of mortgage drawdowns, is available on 
the Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/
house-prices-loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-authority-loan-activity. The Department does 
not collect information regarding the timelines for the drawdown of loans.

As part of the Review of the operation of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme, my 
Department obtained information form the local authorities on loans drawn down to the end 
of January. The information provided by both Cork City and Cork County Council, the 2 local 
authorities referred to in Parliamentary Question Numbers 1408 and 1409 of 26 March 2019, 
are set out in the table.

Local Authority     Loans issued to end January 
2019    

Value of loans issued to end 
January 2019

Cork City Council  1 €120,000 
Cork County Council  25 €4,058,900 

02/04/2019WRFF04100Residential Tenancies Board

02/04/2019WRFF04200593. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if full account will be taken of the submission on the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) 
(No. 2) Bill 2018, from an association (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15178/19]

02/04/2019WRFF04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Residential Tenancies (Amendment)(No. 2) Bill 2018 was published on 19 December 2018 
to deliver on a number of commitments flowing from Rebuilding Ireland and commitments 
made subsequently to provide powers to the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) to investigate 
and sanction landlords who engage in improper conduct, including non-compliance with the 
rent increase restriction in Rent Pressure Zones.

This Bill is earmarked for priority passage through the Oireachtas during the current 
Oireachtas session and is scheduled for Dáil Committee Stage shortly.

As with those of all stakeholders, I will give due consideration to the issues raised in the 
submission referred to.

02/04/2019WRFF04400Home Loan Scheme

02/04/2019WRFF04500594. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if additional funding will be provided for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme to 
Cork County Council; when this will be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15197/19]

02/04/2019WRFF04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Purchase 
Loan and the Home Choice Loan, I introduced a new loan offering, known as the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan in February last year, to replace the existing schemes.  

Since its launch in February 2018, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan has proven to be more 
successful than was initially anticipated. Discussions are ongoing with the Departments of Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform and Finance with regard to further funding for the scheme, and 
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once these discussions have concluded my Department will be in touch with local authorities 
regarding their specific allocations for 2019. However, in the meantime, the scheme remains 
open and all local authorities should continue to receive and process applications up to and 
including the issuing of loans.

02/04/2019WRFF04700Services for People with Disabilities

02/04/2019WRFF04800595. Deputy Dara Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the ranking of a person on the list will be affected when Cork City Council takes over 
the waiting list for approved disabled persons grant applications on local authority properties; 
the measures in place to ensure that persons will not be disadvantaged by virtue of the bound-
ary change between city and county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15224/19]

02/04/2019WRFF04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): To 
meet the needs of local authority tenants, under the Disabled Persons Grants (DPG) scheme, my 
Department provides funding to local authorities for adaptations and extensions to their exist-
ing social housing stock. The scheme applies to adaptations that are necessary to address the 
needs of older people or people with a disability or for extensions in cases of overcrowding. My 
Department is currently finalising the funding requirements for all local authorities under the 
scheme in 2019; in the meantime they have been advised to continue with the programme pend-
ing their 2019 allocation. It is a matter for all local authorities, to prioritise the works required 
under this scheme and to assess individual applications in that context.  

The Cork boundary alteration is the most significant of its kind undertaken in the State. The 
Local Government Act 2019 came into effect on 31 January 2019 and provides primarily for the 
alteration of the administrative boundary between Cork County Council and Cork City Council.  
This alteration is planned to take place when the new Councils take office after the local elec-
tions in late May 2019. The Act provides for the establishment of a statutory Cork Boundary 
Alteration Implementation Oversight Committee to ensure that the challenges of implementa-
tion are addressed effectively and to oversee arrangements for the alteration of the boundary in 
accordance with an implementation plan.

Responsibility for the detailed planning and implementation of the reorganisation process 
rests primarily with the two local authorities, subject to guidance and oversight by the Over-
sight Committee and compliance with the Implementation Plan. The Committee has advised 
my Department that work is continuing in a timely fashion towards the transfer day of 31 May 
2019. The statutory implementation plan was produced in February and I am satisfied with the 
engagement and the level of readiness in the local authorities and the implementation oversight 
by the Oversight Committee.

My understanding is that it has been agreed that the County Council will accept, process and 
finish out grant applications received until 30 May 2019, at which stage new applications in the 
relevant area will then be the responsibility of the City Council from 31 May 2019. 

02/04/2019WRFF05000Home Loan Scheme

02/04/2019WRFF05100596. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to introduce a housing loan scheme for non-first-time buyers who find them-
selves in changed circumstances, such as marriage separation or ill health, and had to sell their 
home but now deserve to be given a chance to purchase a home and are unable to obtain a hous-
ing loan from one of the commercial lending institutions; and if his attention has been drawn to 
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the large number of persons finding themselves in this situation. [15228/19]

02/04/2019WRFF05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to access 
sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range, where they cannot obtain sufficient mortgage finance from a commercial lender.  

The Regulations under which the Scheme is established provide that the loan is available to 
first-time buyers only. The Regulations define a first-time buyer as having the same meaning as 
a first-time buyer in Section 92B of the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999, which defines a 
first- time buyer as a person who has not individually or jointly with another person previously 
purchased a house or an apartment. 

However, applicants who are separated or divorced may be treated as first-time buyers, in 
accordance with the regulations, if they meet certain conditions as set out in Section 92B of the 
1999 Act, including that: 

- they are legally separated or divorced under a court order or by a separation agreement or 
have been granted an annulment by a court;

- the property being purchased is the first property since leaving the family home;

- they have left the family home and retain no interest in it;

- they have made no financial gain from the transfer of the ownership of the family home; 
and

- the other party has remained in the family home.

Under the legislation, applicants wishing to avail of this exception must provide evidence 
that they are divorced, legally separated or an have an annulment granted by the High Court. 

The loans are provided by the local authorities and the applications are assessed by the 
Housing Agency on their behalf.  Each local authority must have in place a credit committee 
which makes the final decision on applications for loans, in accordance with the regulations and 
having regard to the recommendations made by the Housing Agency.

02/04/2019WRFF05300Mayoral Election

02/04/2019WRFF05400597. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if it is planned that directly elected mayors will be afforded to other towns, particu-
larly to towns that had former borough councils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15280/19]

02/04/2019WRFF05500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a com-
mitment to consider the issue of directly elected mayors for Ireland’s cities. In this regard, fol-
lowing consideration by Government, plebiscites will be held in respect of Cork City, Limerick 
City and County and Waterford City and County local authority areas.

The Local Government Act 2019 provides the statutory basis for the plebiscites which will 
be held at the same time as the European and Local Elections in May. In relation to Dublin, the 
issue will be referred for consideration to a Citizens’ Assembly to be convened later in the year.  
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As regards other local authority areas, there has been consideration of governance arrange-
ments and the office of mayor or cathaoirleach in that context. However, in the short-term, my 
Department is prioritising the arrangements for the plebiscites in May and further consideration 
will be given to arrangements in other local authority areas thereafter. 

02/04/2019WRFF05600Fire Service

02/04/2019WRFF05700598. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will address matters (details supplied) regarding fire appliances; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15303/19]

02/04/2019WRFF05800599. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will address matters regarding an aerial appliance (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15304/19]

02/04/2019WRFF05900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 598 and 599 together.

The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises and fire appliances is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire 
Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. 

My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, providing a cen-
tral training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and provid-
ing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

National policy in relation to fire services is set out in “Keeping Communities Safe” (KCS), 
published by my Department’s National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management in 
2013. The KCS policy document sets out the overall approach, the methods and the techniques 
to achieve the objective of keeping communities safe from fire and sets out national norms, 
standards and targets against which local authorities can benchmark their fire services.

Over the course of 2014/2015, the National Directorate’s Management Board commis-
sioned an “External Validation Group” (EVG) to visit each of the twenty seven local authority 
fire services. In April 2016, the Management Board published the first EVG Report titled “Lo-
cal Delivery - National Consistency” arising from this work. The report concluded, inter alia, 
that local authorities benchmarked their fire services against the national standards and national 
norms, and a strong degree of consistency, linked to area risk categorisation, now exists in fire 
service provision; and all local authorities are using, or are working towards, national norms as 
minimum standards.

Decisions regarding the number and type of fire appliances maintained is a matter for each 
fire authority having regard to the assessment of their individual fire cover needs and the provi-
sion and management of a fleet adequate to their requirements. As part of my Department’s fire 
services capital programme, I announced a new national joint-procurement programme in 2017 
to purchase 20 new fire appliances. Dublin City Council’s Fire Service received an allocation 
for three new ‘Class B’ appliances. In 2015, under a similar programme, Dublin’s Fire Service 
also received an allocation for three ‘Class B’ appliances. Dublin City Council’s Fire Service 
requested, and received approval, to substitute the cost of one of the appliances to purchase a 
pre-used turntable ladder. In addition to these allocations, since 2008, my Department has also 
funded four ‘Class B’ appliances and one turntable ladder for Dublin.
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In relation to Fire Appliance Delta 126, referenced in the question, my Department was not 
party to the purchase of that appliance and the information requested by the Deputy is not avail-
able in my Department. It may be available directly from the Fire Authority, in this instance 
Dublin City Council in respect of Dublin Fire Brigade.

02/04/2019WRGG00300Housing Adaptation Grant

02/04/2019WRGG00400600. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to reverse the cutbacks to the housing adaptation grants for older persons and 
persons with a disability scheme; if adequate finances will be provided to county councils to 
fund the housing grant schemes for 2019; the allocation in respect of housing adaptations grant 
for older persons and persons with a disability for each year since 2015 to the most recent al-
location to Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon and Donegal county councils; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15312/19]

02/04/2019WRGG00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): There have been no recent cutbacks to the Housing Adaptation 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability, living in private houses. Indeed, when I 
recently announced the funding for 2019 at €71.25 million nationally, this represented an 8% 
increase on 2018.  Furthermore, funding for these schemes has been increasing year on year 
since 2014. 

The allocations in respect of the scheme for all local authorities, including Donegal, Leitrim, 
Roscommon and Sligo, for the years concerned, are available on my Department’s website, at 
the following links:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-
housing-scheme-statistics.  https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/special-housing-needs/older-
people/minister-english-announces-eu7125-million-funding-improve.

In addition to annual increases since 2014, my Department works closely with local authori-
ties throughout each year, to monitor spend and to achieve a full drawdown of the available 
funding. This allows any underspends to be redistributed to local authorities with high levels 
of grant activity who seek additional funding. This can result in some local authorities receiv-
ing additional funding later in the year, over and above their original allocation, and this will 
continue to be the case in order to ensure the highest possible level of funding drawdown by 
the local authorities.

02/04/2019WRGG00600Home Loan Scheme

02/04/2019WRGG00700601. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the funding provided to each local authority for the allocation of the Rebuilding Ireland home 
loan scheme; the number of loans provided in each local authority area, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15350/19]

02/04/2019WRGG00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The final allocations assigned to each local authority for mortgage and home improvement 
loans in 2018 are detailed in the following table.  These final allocations are reflective of an 
internal rebalancing exercise carried out by my Department in respect of the approved alloca-
tions notified to the local authorities based on estimated drawdowns for 2018 as notified by the 
authorities.
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County Councils Final   Allocation 2018
Carlow 5,200,000
Cavan 2,100,000
Clare 4,500,000
Cork 6,000,000
DL/Rathdown 10,020,000
Donegal 2,000,000
Fingal 19,276,000
Galway 3,924,000
Kerry 3,075,000
Kildare 8,000,000
Kilkenny 6,080,000
Laois 5,500,000
Leitrim 500,000
Longford 1,200,000
Louth 4,300,000
Mayo 5,456,036
Meath 9,300,000
Monaghan 5,000,000
Offaly 1,700,000
Roscommon 1,500,000
Sligo 3,375,000
South Dublin 25,000,000
Tipperary 1,978,470
Westmeath 4,576,000
Wexford 7,000,000
Wicklow 4,000,000
City Councils  
Cork 1,520,000
Dublin 50,000,000
Galway 3,000,000
City & County Councils  
Limerick 2,545,916
Waterford 2,000,000
TOTAL 209,626,422

 My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local author-
ity loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns.  Information up to the end of Quarter 
3 2018, including in relation to number and value of mortgage drawdowns, is available on the 
Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-
prices-loans-and-profile-borrowers/local-authority-loan-activity. 

However as part of the Review of the operation of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
scheme, my Department obtained information form the local authorities on loans drawn down 
to the end of January. These details are set out in the following table:
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Local Authority Loans issued to end January 2019
Carlow County   Council 5
Cavan County Council 1
Clare County Council 14
Cork City Council 1
Cork County   Council 25
Donegal County Council 3
Dublin City   Council 111
Dún Laoghaire - Rathdown County   Coun-
cil

5

Fingal County Council 82
Galway City Council 11
Galway County Council 17
Kerry County Council 6
Kildare County Council 68
Kilkenny County Council 6
Laois County Council 12
Leitrim County Council 0
Limerick City & County Council 2
Longford County Council 5
Louth County Council 10
Mayo County Council 8
Meath County Council 57
Monaghan County Council 1
Offaly County Council 0
Roscommon County Council 2
Sligo County Council 8
South Dublin County Council 29
Tipperary County Council 15
Waterford City & County Council 14
Westmeath County Council 6
Wexford County Council 33
Wicklow County Council 18
Total 575

02/04/2019WRGG00900Home Loan Scheme

02/04/2019WRGG01000602. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
when discussions regarding further funding for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme will 
be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15352/19]

02/04/2019WRGG01100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since its launch in February 2018, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan has proven to be more 
successful than was initially anticipated. Discussions are ongoing between my Department and  
the Departments of Public Expenditure and Reform and Finance with regard to further funding 
for the scheme and I hope that these will be concluded shortly. However, in the meantime, the 
scheme remains open and all local authorities should continue to receive and process applica-
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tions up to and including the issuing of loans.

02/04/2019WRGG01200Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRGG01300603. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment whether his Department has undertaken procurement processes in regard to consultancy 
agencies, media or otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging 
on social media or videos relating to his departmental strategies or policies; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [15392/19]

02/04/2019WRGG01400604. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which his departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in 
Government of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each 
of the policy areas of his Department; the Department that is the lead Department in relation to 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15409/19]

02/04/2019WRGG01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 603 and 604 together.

A number of social media accounts are operated by my Department and are managed in 
accordance with my Department’s Social Media policy. My Department does not engage con-
sultancy agencies, media or otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy 
messaging on social media or videos, hence procurement does not arise. The engagement of 
external expertise is generally only considered where the issues involved require expert skills 
or capabilities that are not readily available within my Department.

My Department follows the social media accounts of other Departments and re-tweets or 
re-posts when it believes the information would be of use or interest to our account follow-
ers. On occasion, other Departments may contact my Department requesting that it re-post or 
retweet messages where a reach of the widest audience possible is required and my Department 
endeavors to facilitate such requests.

02/04/2019WRGG01700Protected Disclosures

02/04/2019WRGG01800605. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the consideration of a protected disclosure (details supplied) will be completed; the 
reason this consideration and investigation has taken so long; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15429/19]

02/04/2019WRGG01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General, is currently finalising 
its analysis and response to the submission made, by the person named, with reference to the 
Protected Disclosures Act 2014.  While the delay in finalising this matter is regretted, the is-
sue is complex and required significant interaction with the relevant local authority. Further-
more, it is necessary to consider issues of natural justice and fair procedures, in respect of those 
named in the submission, requiring ongoing legal advice.

02/04/2019WRGG02000Planning Guidelines

02/04/2019WRGG02100606. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment when new rural housing guidelines arising as a result of the Flemish decree will be pub-
lished; his plans to have a public consultation on draft guidelines before adopting them; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15430/19]

02/04/2019WRGG02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding the 
European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was estab-
lished to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  The working group comprises senior officials from the Planning Division of my 
Department and senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities, nominated by 
the local government sector.   The objective is to ensure that rural housing policies and objec-
tives contained in local authority development plans comply with the relevant provisions of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.  

Taking account of the engagement with the European Commission on the matter and subject 
to the completion of the ongoing deliberations by the working group, I will be in a position to 
finalise and issue to planning authorities revisions to the 2005 Rural Housing Guidelines that 
take account of the relevant ECJ judgment.  

I have no plans to hold a public consultation, due to the extensive discussions and engage-
ment with planning authorities and other relevant stakeholders as part of the Working Group’s 
review of the 2005 Guidelines. 

02/04/2019WRGG02300Tenant Purchase Scheme

02/04/2019WRGG02400607. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans to change the tenant purchase scheme for local authority houses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15448/19]

02/04/2019WRGG02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015, set the commencement date 
as 1 January 2016 for the introduction of the current incremental tenant purchase model. All 
sales from 1 January 2016 have been made under the terms of this Scheme.

In line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland, a review of the operation of the 
first 12 months of the Tenant Purchase (Incremental) Scheme has been completed and a full 
report has been prepared setting out findings and recommendations. Following consideration 
of a number of implementation issues arising, I expect to be in a position to publish the review 
shortly.

02/04/2019WRGG02600Irish Language

02/04/2019WRGG02700608. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Lan-
guages Act 2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15494/19]

02/04/2019WRGG02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department has a scheme in place in accordance with Part 3 of the Official Languages Act 
2003.  The current scheme commenced in March 2017 and is valid for the period 2017 - 2020.  
This is my Department’s fourth scheme; the first came into effect in August 2005.
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02/04/2019WRGG02900Housing Estates

02/04/2019WRGG03000609. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to reopen a scheme (details supplied) which could enable the completion of more 
dwelling houses in co-operation with local authorities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15506/19]

02/04/2019WRGG03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Residential developments consisting of two or more dwellings that have been granted planning 
permission under section 34 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) may 
be eligible (depending on the grant of planning condition) for taking in charge. The taking in 
charge of residential estates by local authorities is provided for under section 180 of the 2000 
Act and is a reserved function of the elected members. 

Under Section 180 (1) of the Act, the planning authority is obliged to initiate taking in 
charge procedures where requested by either the developer or by the majority of owners of the 
dwellings. However, this is subject to  the development being completed to the satisfaction of 
the authority and in accordance with the permission and any conditions. 

My Department  launched the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) in April 2016 
to trial new approaches and working methods in supporting and accelerating overall national 
and local action on the taking-in-charge process of housing estates, including estates with de-
veloper-provided water services infrastructure (DPI). Under the terms of the NTICI, which was 
underpinned by €10 million in funding, developments subject to valid taking-in-charge applica-
tions were eligible for inclusion in the associated call for funding proposals. Ultimately, €7.5 
million of the allocated funding was paid to local authorities in respect of 330 developments, 
containing some 14,930 homes. 

Findings and recommendations from the NTICI process were included in a report on the 
initiative that was published by my Department in December 2018. The report is available at 
the following link: 

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/national_taking_in_charge_initia-
tive_report_dec2018.pdf.  

The publication of the NTICI report is of value to local authorities and other stakeholders 
in applying the lessons from the pilot authorities, in a more general roll-out of a streamlined 
approach to taking-in-charge, including through coordination with capital works by Irish Water. 

Ultimately, however, progression of individual developments through the taking-in-charge 
process is a matter for the relevant housing developer, the residents in such developments and 
the relevant local authorities, following the procedures laid out in Section 180.   

The National Development Plan, published last year, includes provision of €31 million for 
the period 2018-2021 for developer-provided infrastructure, commencing with an estimates 
provision of €6 million in 2019.  The multi-annual programme will be initiated through the invi-
tation of project bids from local authorities followed by their evaluation by an Expert Panel, set 
up by my Department, to independently evaluate the bid projects and make recommendations 
on suitable projects to be approved for funding.  It is expected that approval of projects for this 
first cycle multi-annual programme will take place in Q2 2019.

02/04/2019WRGG03200Departmental Funding
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02/04/2019WRGG03300610. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her Department’s role in the planned convention centre in Cork; if officials from her Depart-
ment have attended meetings on same since it was announced; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14829/19]

02/04/2019WRGG03400611. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the role her Department has had in finding a solution to the funding of the convention centre in 
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14837/19]

02/04/2019WRGG03500612. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she has met with the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade to discuss the delays 
in the convention centre in Cork; if so, the items that were discussed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14841/19]

02/04/2019WRGG03600614. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the way in which the Cork convention centre will be progressed; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14849/19]

02/04/2019WRGG03700615. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she or her officials were consulted regarding the way in which the contracts for the Cork con-
vention centre were drawn up; if contracts will be renewed; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14853/19]

02/04/2019WRGG03800616. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the role her officials have had in relation to the convention centre in Cork since it was first an-
nounced in 2014 in tabular form or otherwise; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14857/19]

02/04/2019WRGG03900617. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if there is a financial allocation from her Department being allocated to the Cork convention 
centre; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14861/19]

02/04/2019WRGG04000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 610 to 612, inclusive, and 614 to 617, inclusive, together.

The Cork Event Centre project is being led by Cork City Council with the development 
company BAM, having been selected by Cork City Council as the preferred tenderer. BAM in 
turn has engaged international events company Live Nation as the preferred operator. The proj-
ect is ultimately being developed and managed by Cork City Council.  This means that Cork 
City Council has responsibility for its delivery.

The latest financial projections provided by Cork City Council to my Department indicates 
an increase in the original cost of project compared to when the project tender was issued in De-
cember 2014, which had an estimated cost  of €50 million.  The cost is now estimated at some 
€80 million. A significant part of this increase is accounted for by a redesign of the facility since 
the original tender to allow for an increase in the capacity of the venue. 

In light of this cost increase, Cork City Council wrote to my Department seeking additional 
funding of €10m for the project from the Exchequer.  This would bring the Exchequer contribu-
tion to €22 million and total public funding to €30 million. 

Following detailed consideration and in light of the additional works which are now re-
quired for the Event Centre, my Department considers that, in accordance with public procure-
ment rules, the total public funding for the project may be increased by €10 million to €30 
million, made up of grant aid of €21 million and a repayable loan of €9 million.
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Officials in my Department wrote to Cork City Council on 21 December 2018 regarding the 
provision of additional public funding for the development of the Event Centre.  Furthermore, 
officials in my Department met with Cork City Council officials in January and March to dis-
cuss all aspects around the public funding elements of the project.

High level meetings have taken place regarding legal and funding requirements. I have at-
tended meetings on this project involving the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs on a 
number of occasions to discuss outstanding matters. Officials in my Department met with Cork 
City Council in January and March to discuss all aspects around the public funding elements of 
the project and continue to liaise with the City Council in this regard. 

I understand that Cork City Council is also reviewing a number of elements of the project; 
including planning matters as well as certain legal and funding issues. All parties are eager for 
this project to progress and be delivered in accordance with the Public Financial Procedures 
and the Public Spending Code. Dialogue will continue with Cork City Council in this regard.

02/04/2019WRGG04300Departmental Funding

02/04/2019WRGG04400613. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if her attention has been drawn to the fact that Cork City Council may be providing a loan to 
assist the commencement of the Cork convention centre; if this will come from central funds or 
unspent moneys in its allocation; the way in which the loan will be set up; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14845/19]

02/04/2019WRGG04500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Cork 
Event Centre project is being led by Cork City Council with the development company BAM, 
having been selected by Cork City Council as the preferred tenderer. BAM in turn has engaged 
international events company Live Nation as the preferred operator. The project is ultimately 
being developed and managed by Cork City Council.  This means that Cork City Council has 
responsibility for its delivery.

 The latest financial projections provided by Cork City Council to my Department indicates 
an increase in the original cost of project compared to when the project tender was issued in De-
cember 2014, which had an estimated cost  of €50 million.  The cost is now estimated at some 
€80 million. A significant part of this increase is accounted for by a redesign of the facility since 
the original tender to allow for an increase in the capacity of the venue. 

In light of this cost increase, Cork City Council wrote to my Department seeking additional 
funding of €10m for the project from the Exchequer.  This would bring the Exchequer contribu-
tion to €22 million and total public funding to €30 million. 

Following detailed consideration and in light of the additional works which are now re-
quired for the Event Centre, my Department considers that, in accordance with public procure-
ment rules, the total public funding for the project may be increased by €10 million to €30 
million, made up of grant aid of €21 million and a repayable loan of €9 million.

 Officials in my Department wrote to Cork City Council on 21 December 2018 regarding the 
provision of additional public funding for the development of the Event Centre.  Furthermore, 
officials in my Department met with Cork City Council officials in January and March to dis-
cuss all aspects around the public funding elements of the project.  

Cork City Council and my Department are continuing to engage on the funding require-
ments for the project, including any repayable elements.



Questions - Written Answers

312

Questions Nos. 614 to 617, inclusive, answered with Question No. 610.

02/04/2019WRHH00200Departmental Schemes

02/04/2019WRHH00300618. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 222 of 7 March 2019, the scheme operated by her De-
partment under which each previous scheme (details supplied) was subsumed, in tabular form. 
[14778/19]

02/04/2019WRHH00400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The information requested by the Deputy has been outlined in tabular format:

Former Scheme Current Scheme
Ciste na Gaeilge Irish Language Support Scheme
Islands – Infrastructure No change
Gaeltacht Improvement Schemes Community and Language Supports Pro-

gramme
Gaeltacht Cultural and Social Schemes Community and Language Supports Pro-

gramme 
Gaeltacht Community and Recreational 
Facilities

Community and Language Supports Pro-
gramme

02/04/2019WRHH00500Housing Data

02/04/2019WRHH00600619. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of participants annually in the Gaeltacht housing grant scheme in the three years prior 
to its being suspended. [14779/19]

02/04/2019WRHH00700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): I am advised by my Department that while the number of participants under the 
Gaeltacht Housing Scheme for the each of the years 2006 to 2009 is not available, the number 
of applications was as follows:

Year No. of applications
 2006  968
 2007  1,490
 2008  1,133
 2009  660

The total expenditure on this programme over the period in question was €19.043m.

02/04/2019WRHH00800Wildlife Protection

02/04/2019WRHH00900620. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
views on the present open season for duck shooting and hunting; her further views on whether 
opening the season on 1 September is appropriate; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15159/19]
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02/04/2019WRHH01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
hunting season for duck species extends from 1 September to 31 January of the following year 
and is set out in legislation in the Wildlife (Wild Birds) (Open Seasons) Orders 1979 to 2011.  I 
have no current proposals to change the dates for the hunting of duck species.

02/04/2019WRHH01100Wildlife Protection

02/04/2019WRHH01200621. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on the proposed plan for the Clonshaugh sewage plant for the greater Dublin drainage 
project, which will see an outfall pipe located off the coast of Portmarnock near Ireland’s Eye 
bird sanctuary and special area of conservation in north County Dublin; her views on whether 
the pumping of this wastewater into feeding grounds of vulnerable seabird species is in keeping 
with the EU birds directive; if she has raised concerns regarding the matter with the Minister for 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment and-or the Minister for Housing, Planning 
and Local Government; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15269/19]

02/04/2019WRHH01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): This is 
a matter which is before An Bord Pleanála at this time.  Officials from my Department gave 
evidence at the Oral Hearing. It would be inappropriate for me to comment further while An 
Bord Pleanála is making its determination.

02/04/2019WRHH01400Wildlife Conservation

02/04/2019WRHH01500622. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans for the reintroduction of the Irish hare to the North Bull Island special area of conser-
vation, from which Dublin City Council reports they are all but extinct; the additional measures 
that will be taken to protect the species on the island; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15270/19]

02/04/2019WRHH01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I under-
stand that date of the last sighting of hares from Bull Island  reported to the National Biodiver-
sity Data Centre was in 2012.

Although the reason for the decline and disappearance of hares from Bull Island is unclear, 
it is likely that disturbance by people and dogs would have been a source of ongoing stress to 
hares on the Island and  may be the best explanation.  Isolated populations, such as at the Bull 
Island, are especially vulnerable to extinctions, given the absence of connectivity with neigh-
bouring populations.

International best practice on reintroductions is provided in the IUCN Guidelines for Rein-
troductions and other Conservation Translocations. [https://www.iucn.org/content/new-guide-
lines-conservation-translocations-published-iucn]

The National Parks and Wildlife Service of this Department rely on those guidelines when 
considering licence applications for reintroductions and translocations. Those Guidelines out-
line the requirements that need to be met to ensure that reintroductions “yield a measurable 
conservation benefit at the levels of a population, species or ecosystem.”  Moving animals to 
Bull Island at this time would not meet those criteria. 

There are therefore no plans to reintroduce hares to the North Bull Island. My Department 
will however continue to liaise with Dublin City Council on the management of Bull Island and 
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have not ruled out the potential for a translocation of hares to Bull Island sometime in the future 
should conditions become more favourable for a long-term, sustainable hare population.

02/04/2019WRHH01700Wildlife Protection

02/04/2019WRHH01800623. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans to complete the work of her predecessor in the banning of the sale of the activity of hunt-
ing woodcock here (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15275/19]

02/04/2019WRHH01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): While 
the hunting of woodcock is allowed under the Wildlife (Wild Birds) (Open Seasons) Orders 
1979 to 2011 from 1 November to the following 31 January.  However, the European Com-
munities (Wild Birds) (Woodcock) Regulations 2015 provides for the addition of woodcock to 
the list of species of wild birds in respect of which the sale, transport for sale, keeping for sale 
and offering for sale is prohibited, in the interests of conservation.  I have no current proposals 
to change these dates.

02/04/2019WRHH02000Architectural Heritage

02/04/2019WRHH02100624. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht her plans to save a building (details supplied) from destruction. [15329/19]

02/04/2019WRHH02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
building mentioned by the Deputy is in the ownership and management of the local authority, 
and is, in the first instance a matter for it. It is recorded in my Department’s National Inventory 
of Architectural Heritage and is rated there as of Regional Importance. As such it was recom-
mended to the local authority for inclusion in its Record of Protected Structures and it is a pro-
tected structure within the meaning of the Planning and Development Acts.

My role with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage is set out 
in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibili-
ties of owners.

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, gives primary responsibil-
ity to planning authorities (i.e. local authorities) to identify and protect the architectural heritage 
by including particular structures on their Record of Protected Structures.  Inclusion on the 
Record of Protected Structures places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of protected 
structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with development proposals af-
fecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.

Under Section 59 of the Planning and Development Acts, the serving of endangerment no-
tices on protected structures is a reserved function of the local authority. As the owner of this 
protected structure, the local authority has a duty under Section 58 of the Acts to ensure the 
structure does not become endangered. I am informed that there is considerable work underway 
by the County Council to identify a course of action that would see this element of the town’s 
history  saved and protected into the future. I understand that this will require a significant in-
vestment.

In terms of the support that my Department can offer, my role in relation to protected struc-
tures is mainly advisory. The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage identifies, records, 
and evaluates the post-1700 architectural heritage of Ireland, as an aid to its protection and 
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conservation.  As Minister, I recommend structures rated as being of regional importance or 
above to the planning authorities for inclusion on their Record of Protected Structures.  How-
ever, the making of an addition to, or a deletion from, a Record of Protected Structures remains 
a reserved function of the relevant planning authority.

My Department also provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and 
historic structures through the Historic Structures Fund (HSF) and the Built Heritage Invest-
ment Scheme (BHIS), which are administered by local authorities. On Thursday 28 March, I 
announced funding of €4.3m for 478 projects under these schemes in 2019. Details of these 
projects and the funding are available on my Department’s website and local authority websites.

02/04/2019WRHH02300Departmental Communications

02/04/2019WRHH02400625. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if her Department has undertaken procurement processes in relation to consultancy agencies, 
media or otherwise, to assist it with formulating or contributing to policy messaging on social 
media or videos relating to her departmental strategies or policies; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [15385/19]

02/04/2019WRHH02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment is subject to Public Procurement Procedures as set out by the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform.  These are available on the Office of Government Procurement’s website 
at www.ogp.gov.ie.

Within this context value for money is a critical consideration in assessing whether external 
firms should be engaged to provide services. 

The information requested by the Deputy in respect of payments made to consultancy agen-
cies assisting with policy messaging on social media on behalf of my Department is set out 
below.

Following a competition in 2017 through e-tenders, Culture Ireland Unit engaged Mr. Nik 
Quaife on a 1 year contract for the provision of services including a communications strategy 
for its GB18 programme, to celebrate and renew Ireland’s cultural relationship with Britain.  

My Department engaged D’Arcy Marketing and BigO in 2018 to promote awareness of 
the 2018 European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) campaign for the recruitment of Irish 
language translators to the institutions of the European Union.

BigO Media were awarded a contract through e-tenders in 2017 for the creation of digi-
tal content to generate awareness of the Creative Ireland Programme, including awareness of 
events across Ireland for Cruinniú na nÓg.  This includes social media and videos and is centred 
on creativity and culture. That contract has now just expired and  a new procurement process for 
digital content services is currently underway. 

A separate procurement process was run in 2018 for media buying services which was 
awarded to Mindshare. This essentially involves developing strategic plans to promote specific 
elements of the Creative Ireland Programme (for example the forthcoming Cruinniú na nÓg) 
using curated content, features and editorial, across all media channels, including social and 
digital platforms.

02/04/2019WRHH02600Departmental Communications
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02/04/2019WRHH02700626. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the way in which her departmental officials have been contributing to and taking part in Gov-
ernment of Ireland social media messages; the way in which they are co-ordinated in each of 
the policy areas of her Department; the lead Department in regard to same; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter.  [15402/19]

02/04/2019WRHH02800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Over the 
past year my Department has participated in the dissemination of messaging in relating to Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, the annual Getting Winter Ready campaign and  the ongoing  Getting Ireland 
Brexit Ready campaign which is headed by the Department of Foreign Affairs And Trade.

Priority campaigns for my own Department have been the Creative Ireland Programme and 
Bliain na Gaeilge which were coordinated by my Department’s Communications Unit with the 
assistance of the relevant  line units within the Department.  Currently my Department  is high-
lighting the Heritage Ireland 2030 consultation process which came to a close on 31 March.  A 
conference in relation to this will be held in May, details of which will be announced shortly.

02/04/2019WRHH02900Oideachas Gaeilge

02/04/2019WRHH03000627. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil sé i gceist aici líon na scoláireachtaí atá ar fáil do scoláirí le freastal ar mheánscoile-
anna ar na hoileáin a mhéadú go dtí os cionn 30 má bhíonn éileamh ar sin; mura bhfuil, cén 
chúis atá leis sin; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [15425/19]

02/04/2019WRHH03100Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): D’fhógair mé le déanaí go bhfuil allúntas suas le €450,000 in iomlán thar tréimhse 
3 bliana ceadaithe agam ar leas na niar-bhunscoileanna ar na hOileáin Árann agus ar leas an 
bhirt faoi leith a bhfuil tagairt déanta dó sa cheist ach go háirithe.

Faoin allúntas seo, íocfar deontas ar fiú €27 in aghaidh an scoláire in aghaidh an lae, faoi 
Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge de chuid na Roinne le teaghlaigh cháilithe ar na hOileáin 
Árann a chuireann lóistín ar fáil do scoláirí ón mórthír a chaitheann scoilbhliain ar cheann de 
na hoileáin. 

Faoin socrú seo, atá i bhfeidhm ó 2007, baineann suas le 30 scoláire iar-bhunscoile leas 
as an scoilbhliain iomlán a chaitheamh ag freastal ar cheann de na hiar-bhunscoileanna ar na 
hOileáin Árann: Coláiste Naomh Éinne, Inis Mór, Coláiste Ghobnait, Inis Oirr, nó  Coláiste 
Naomh Eoin, Inis Meáin.

Is cinnte go bhfuil tábhacht agus tairbhe ar leith leis an mbeart seo ó thaobh inmharthana-
cht na scoileanna agus, dá réir, inmharthanacht na n-oileán. Ní amháin sin ach, de thoradh an 
bhirt seo, tugtar an deis do scoláirí nach bhfaigheadh an deis sa ghnáthbhealach bliain iomlán a 
chaitheamh ag fáil oideachais trí Ghaeilge ar na hoileáin Árann. Is chun sochair na Gaeilge agus 
na n-Oileán Árann atá an beart seo, dá réir.

Ár ndóigh, is gá tosca teanga a chur san áireamh mar is cuí sa socrú seo trí chéile ar mhaithe 
le féachaint chuige go bhfanfaidh an Ghaeilge mar theanga fheidhmiúil in uachtar sna scoilean-
na i gceist. Ar an údar sin, níl i gceist aon leasú a dhéanamh ar an uaslíon de dheichniúr scoláire 
in aghaidh na scoile atá i bhfeidhm faoi láthair.

02/04/2019WRHH03200An Teanga Gaeilge
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02/04/2019WRHH03300628. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gael-
tachta cén dul chun cinn atá déanta le pleananna teanga na gcúig Líonra Gaeilge; cad iad na 
foinsí maoinithe atá aitheanta chun cur i bhfeidhm na bpleananna sin a mhaoiniú, idir thuaidh 
agus theas; cé mhéad airgid in aghaidh na bliana a chuirfear ar fáil chun na pleananna a chur i 
bhfeidhm; cathain a bhfuiltear ag súil leis go ndéanfar na pleananna sin a cheadú; agus an ndé-
anfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [15460/19]

02/04/2019WRHH03400Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Is sa dlínse seo amháin atá feidhm le forálacha Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, faoina n-
aithnítear Líonraí Gaeilge reachtúla. Tuigtear dom, áfach, gur aithníodh dhá líonra i dTuaisceart 
Éireann faoi scéim neamhreachtúil de chuid Fhoras na Gaeilge, an eagraíocht tras-teorainn atá 
comhaoinithe ag mo Roinn agus ag an Roinn Pobal ó thuaidh ar mhaithe leis an Ghaeilge a 
chur chun cinn.  Is aitheantas é seo ar an obair thábhachtach atá ar bun ag na pobail seo agus ag 
pobail éagsúla eile ar an taobh ó thuaidh den teorainn chun úsáid na Gaeilge a leathnú amach 
sa tuaisceart.

Maidir leis an dlínse seo agus an trí Líonra atá ábhartha don phróiseas ag an bpointe ama 
seo, cuireadh dréacht de phlean teanga Líonra Chluain Dolcáin, i gCo. Bhaile Átha Cliath, faoi 
bhráid mo Roinne le fíor-ghairid agus tá an plean sin á bhreithniú faoi láthair.

Táthar ag súil freisin go mbeidh pleananna teanga i leith Líonraí Baile Loch Riach, Co. na 
Gaillimhe agus Inis, Co. an Chláir curtha faoi bhráid mo Roinne chun críche breithnithe ag 
Foras na Gaeilge go luath. 

Tá ciste iomlán de €3.2m ar fáil don phleanáil teanga trí chéile sa bhliain reatha. Scrúdófar 
gnóthaí airgeadais na bpleananna i  leith na Líonraí Gaeilge i gcomhthéacs an tsoláthair airgid 
sin agus na n-éileamh éagsúla air. 

02/04/2019WRHH03500Irish Language

02/04/2019WRHH03600629. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the discussions she or her officials have with the Minister for Education and Skills, An Foras 
Pátrúnachta and An Coimisinéir Teanga regarding the way in which parental preferences for 
Irish medium education can be further reflected in future patronage processes; and the number 
of meetings she has had with each one of these offices since becoming Minister on this issue in 
tabular form. [15481/19]

02/04/2019WRHH03700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Senior officials from my Department have already had informal discussions with 
interested parties, including the umbrella body for Irish medium schools, Gaeloideachas Teo., 
An Coimisinéir Teanga and Conradh na Gaeilge regarding the public demand for Irish medium 
education and the process for recognition of gaelscoileanna, in particular.  This issue is of par-
ticular importance to the work of my Department in the delivery of the 20 Year Strategy for 
the Irish Language 2010-2030 and, in light of this, as committed to in the debate on the Irish 
Language in this House during Seachtain na Gaeilge, it is my intention to raise the matter again 
with my colleague the Minister for Education and Skills.

02/04/2019WRHH03800Irish Language

02/04/2019WRHH03900630. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her Department has an operating language scheme in accordance with the Official Languages 
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Act 2003; and the date when such a scheme was introduced. [15487/19]

02/04/2019WRHH04000Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Depu-
ty Seán Kyne): The Department’s Irish Language Scheme under the Official Languages Act 
2003, was introduced on 12th May 2016.  A copy of the Scheme is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link.   https://www.chg.gov.ie/about/customer-service/the-de-
partments-language-scheme-2012-2015-2/


