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        Questions Nos. 1 to 18, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 19 to 45, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 46 to 49, inclusive, answered orally.

27/03/2019WRB00300National Energy and Climate Action Plan

27/03/2019WRB0040050. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress being made in respect of the completion of the national energy and 
climate plan. [14287/19]

27/03/2019WRB00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The preparation of a consolidated National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP) is a 
requirement under the Governance Regulation of the Energy Union and Climate Action which 
brings together for the first time energy and climate planning and reporting requirements into a 
single national reporting framework.  

Member States were given a template for the Plan as part of the Regulation and had to sub-
mit a first draft of the plan to the Commission by 31 December 2018 with the final plan to be 
submitted by 31 December this year.

As the deputy is aware projections indicate that Ireland will be far off target for emissions 
in 2020. The government is determined to address this and have asked me to draw up a whole 
of government action plan with the aim of getting back on track.

This plan will build upon the measures set out in the National Development Plan published 
by Government in March 2018. 

I will also take into account the important work of;

- The Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action and its deliberations on the report of the 
Citizens’ Assembly entitled ‘How the State can make Ireland a Leader in tackling Climate 
Change’; 

- Input from the Climate Change Advisory Council; 

- Input from the public consultation on the initial draft National Energy and Climate Plan; 

- Updated analytical input from Government Departments, ESRI, CSO, SEAI, EPA, Teagasc 
and other Government bodies

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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It is intended that new commitments and initiatives will be included in the All of Govern-
ment Climate Action Plan which will in turn inform the finalisation of the NECP during the 
course of 2019.

Question No. 51 answered orally.

27/03/2019WRB00700Citizens Assembly

27/03/2019WRB0080052. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the timeline for implementing the recommendations of the final report of the Citizens’ 
Assembly, How the State can make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change, in view of the 
recent global student strike for climate action. [14012/19]

27/03/2019WRB00900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Climate Disruption is the greatest challenge facing humanity. That is why the Oireach-
tas requested the Citizens Assembly, which has played a great role in motivating change in our 
society, to examine Ireland’s role in meeting this challenge.  

Its recommendations are being taken very seriously both by the Oireachtas and by the gov-
ernment. 

The Joint Committee on Climate Action was established by resolution of both Houses of 
the Oireachtas on 3 July 2018 to consider the third report and recommendations of the Citizens’ 
Assembly entitled ‘How the State can make Ireland a leader in tackling climate change’. The 
Committee is due to report to both Houses by 28 March 2019. In the context of the consid-
eration of each of the recommendations of the Citizens’ Assembly, it is a matter for the Joint 
Committee to consider and recommend whether and how each recommendation might be taken 
up by Government.

In parallel with the work of the Committee, and on foot of a Government Decision on 20 
November 2018, work has been underway across all Departments to prepare a new All of Gov-
ernment Climate Action Plan to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. 

This involves working with colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives in 
electricity, transport, heat, and agriculture, as well as a range of other sectors. The new plan 
will have a strong focus on implementation, including actions with specific timelines and steps 
needed to achieve each action, assigning clear lines of responsibility for delivery. The new plan 
will also be informed by successful approaches in other countries. 

This plan will build on the previous actions taken by Government, including in the National 
Mitigation Plan and the National Development Plan, and is to be completed shortly.

In developing this Plan, I intend that it will address any recommendations that the Joint 
Committee include in their report. 

27/03/2019WRB01000Broadband Service Provision

27/03/2019WRB0110053. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he is satisfied that the commitment agreement progress update by a company 
(details supplied) is accurate. [14226/19]

27/03/2019WRB01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): In November 2014 my Department published a High Speed Broadband Map, which 
is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that within the State intervention 
area.  

In April 2017 the High Speed Broadband Map was updated. This update took account of the 
Commitment Agreement signed by eir with the Department to deploy high speed broadband to 
approximately 300,000 premises in rural Ireland on a commercial basis. These areas are catego-
rised as LIGHT BLUE in the Map. 

According to data for Q4 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed 
almost 225,000 of the committed 300,000 premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deploy-
ment.

eir provide my Department with a list of the premises, identified by Eircode, that have been 
confirmed as being passed in the 300k quarterly milestone report. My Department reviews the 
aggregate number of committed premises through analysis of eir’s progress report against the 
milestone targets outlined in the Commitment Agreement. The results are published on the up-
dated High Speed Broadband map each quarter.

In addition, eir updates its database of all premises that are confirmed as being available for 
a high speed broadband service on a weekly basis. Premises passed as part of the 300k deploy-
ment are also included in these updates. In line with its regulatory obligations, this information 
is shared by eir with industry, along with my Department.

The company has indicated it intends to complete its deployment by the middle of this year. 
Officials from my Department are engaged with eir regarding this, and other matters related to 
the deployment on an ongoing basis.

27/03/2019WRB01300National Broadband Plan

27/03/2019WRB0140054. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the status of the national broadband tender process; when all homes and 
businesses in County Donegal will have access to high-speed broadband; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14009/19]

27/03/2019WRB01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband.

Since December 2015, total premises with access to high speed broadband in Donegal has 
increased from 48% to 64%. In total today, the number of premises in Donegal with access to 
high speed broadband is 65,212. Another 2,511 will be served by eir under that company’s on-
going rural deployment of a high speed broadband network.  

The remaining 34,107 homes, schools and businesses in Donegal are to receive access to 
high speed broadband under the Government’s National Broadband Plan. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map, which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable 
by address or Eircode. 
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The final tender was submitted to my department in September. As the deputy is aware from 
debates here in the house, there is a need for very thorough scrutiny of the submission. This 
work is being undertaken by my Department in consultation with DPER.

As the Deputy will be aware, the procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State in-
tervention network is now at the final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in 
the coming weeks.

Questions Nos. 55 to 59, inclusive, answered orally.

27/03/2019WRB01700Greenhouse Gas Emissions

27/03/2019WRB0180060. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the carbon emissions projections if and when the three peat-fired electricity gen-
erating stations here complete their planned transition to biomass combustion; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14247/19]

27/03/2019WRB02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As set out in the National Development Plan, the Government intends that, by 2030, 
peat and coal will no longer have a role in electricity generation in Ireland in line with Ireland’s 
commitments under the Paris Agreement. The use of peat will be progressively eliminated by 
2030 by converting peat power stations to low-carbon technologies. This includes the use of 
sustainable biomass in place of peat, which will significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
from these power stations during the remainder of their operational lifetime. 

While the EPA projects that emissions from the three plants will progressively reduce to 
zero from the middle of the decade to 2030, in line with the National Development Plan and 
the companies’ own plans, the specific emissions from each of the three peat plants during this 
period will be subject to year-on-year fluctuations arising from a number of factors, including:

- the technical availability of plants to run;

- the actual share of biomass in generation at any given point in time; and

- overall generation of electricity by the plants during the course of the year, which will 
depend on a number of factors, including relative wholesale fuel prices for power, ETS carbon 
prices and factors related to the operation of wholesale electricity market in Ireland.

The generation of electricity from peat has been supported at three power stations (West Of-
faly, Lough Ree and Edenderry) for security of supply purposes, with total emissions amount-
ing to 2.36MT in 2018. Phase 3 of the PSO-funded Renewable Energy Feed-In Tariff provides 
support for co-firing of biomass up to 30% of the capacity of each of the three power stations. 
This support provides a transitional period to allow Bord na Móna to plan and manage the move 
away from peat harvesting for electricity production. Since 2016, Edenderry has used the RE-
FIT 3 support to co-fire biomass along with peat. This power station has statutory planning per-
mission to continue to operate in this configuration until the end of 2023.  The two ESB power 
stations are expected to begin co-firing using the REFIT 3 support scheme, once the existing 
peat-only PSO ceases in December 2019. These two power stations currently have planning 
permission to operate by co-firing biomass with peat, to December 2020.

27/03/2019WRB02050National Broadband Plan Implementation
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27/03/2019WRB0207561. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeline for the commencement of works on the ground under the national 
broadband plan; the measures contained within same to ensure rapid roll-out of broadband ser-
vices for rural areas, communities and regional towns; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [14217/19]

27/03/2019WRB02087Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As I have outlined to the House, the NBP procurement process to engage a company 
to build, operate and maintain the State intervention network is now at the final stage. I intend 
to bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the coming weeks.  

With regard to the deployment of infrastructure for the network, in the event a preferred bid-
der is appointed and contract is subsequently awarded and signed, deployment will commence 
with activity across all counties at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Given that deployment is likely to take a number of years, the bidder will be required to pro-
vide almost 300 broadband connection points across all counties in the first year of deployment. 
These broadband connection points have been selected by local authorities and are locations of 
community importance such as schools and community centres. They will provide communi-
ties with access to high speed broadband services pending a high speed broadband solution to 
the home being achieved under the NBP. 

Under the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, Local Authority Broadband Officers act 
as a single point of contact between local authorities and commercial operators. The work of 
Broadband Officers is reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements between Local Authorities and commercial operators.

During the roll out of the State Intervention network, Broadband Officers will be in a posi-
tion to increase the efficiency of deployment through improved communication between the 
Bidder and Local Authorities and communities.

Question No. 62 answered orally.

27/03/2019WRB02200Renewable Energy Generation Targets

27/03/2019WRB0230063. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to set a 70% target for renewable electricity by 2030; the interim targets 
and actions required to ensure a 70% target is achieved; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14003/19]

27/03/2019WRB02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The renewable energy sector has undergone a considerable transformation over the 
last 10 years, with the share of renewable electricity generation more than doubling to 30.1% 
in 2017. However, we must step up the scale of our ambition even further in order to meet our 
climate ambitions. It is my intention to set a target of 70% for renewable electricity by 2030.  

I am currently developing an all of government Climate Action Plan, to make Ireland a 
leader in responding to climate change, with actions across all areas such as heat, electricity, 
transport and agriculture according to strict timelines. 

Transitioning to green energy is an integral part of that Plan. Analysis and modelling to 
underpin the Plan is assessing a range of options to ensure that Ireland meets its 2030 climate 
and energy ambitions. It is my intention that our ambition in terms of renewable electricity will 
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step up significantly from the 55% set out in the draft National Energy and Climate Plan up to 
the new target of 70%. The plan will identify a range of technical, regulatory, legislative and 
economic factors that arise in going beyond this figure. The impact on the costs of electricity, 
affordability for consumers and business competitiveness of setting higher renewable electric-
ity targets also has to be considered. 

In order to meet the 70% RES-E target, major capital investment will be needed in new 
generation capacity, system service infrastructure and electricity transmission and distribution 
networks. A review will also be needed to the policy and regulatory framework to incentivise 
electricity storage, which will be critical to absorbing high levels of renewable generation on to 
the system. In addition, increased interconnection will be required to facilitate the large upscal-
ing in onshore and offshore wind required so that we can balance the grid and ensure supply 
security. 

The new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) is critical to meeting Ireland’s con-
tribution to the EU’s 2030 renewable energy targets and will be designed to achieve its targets 
in the a cost competitive way. Private sector funding though corporate contracting will also be 
essential for meeting higher levels of ambition to increase renewable energy supply and deliver 
on long term decarbonisation of the electricity sector. This will also reduce consumer costs 
through a reduction in the Public Service Obligation levy.

The intention is to finalise and publish the whole of Government Climate Action Plan within 
the next few weeks and this in turn will feed into the National Energy and Climate Plan process, 
which is due to be finalised and submitted to the Commission in December.

Questions Nos. 64 and 65 answered orally.

27/03/2019WRB02600Broadband Service Provision

27/03/2019WRB0270066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which the provision of broadband nationally is progressing in 
line with expectations; if the provision of services to the blank spaces between services within 
a reasonable time is anticipated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14202/19]

27/03/2019WRB02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas where com-
mercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest.  

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
Today, 74% of premises can access high speed broadband. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map, which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable 
by address or Eircode. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.
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27/03/2019WRB02900Renewable Energy Incentives

27/03/2019WRB0300067. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a time-limited grace period will be applied to REFIT 2; if REFIT 3 will be 
extended to relevant wind and solar projects; and if not, the estimated increase in EU non-
compliance costs and penalties to be met by the State for failing to reach its EU 2020 renewable 
electricity commitment by an even larger amount. [14174/19]

27/03/2019WRB03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The REFIT 2 and REFIT 3 schemes closed to new applications in 2015 in line with 
the relevant EU state aid notifications and any new aid granted must comply with the EU State 
Aid Guidelines for Environment and Energy 2014-2020. 

A number of extensions to both the REFIT 2 and REFIT 3 deadlines were granted in recent 
years. Following examination of relevant evidence including consumer electricity costs, I de-
cided in February not to grant a request for a further extension to the REFIT 2 deadlines. 

It is vitally important that Government does not crowd out private sector investment through 
extending subsidy schemes particularly at a time when corporate contracting of renewable en-
ergy is becoming an increasing feature of the global energy transformation. Corporate power 
purchase agreements should provide an alternative route to market for competitive renewable 
electricity projects. 

The Department is working closely with ESB Networks, EirGrid and the Commission for 
Regulation of Utilities to ensure that scheduled renewable electricity projects are connected as 
soon as possible to the electricity grid and that the current deadlines are met in order to maxi-
mise their contribution to the 2020 renewable energy targets. 

I am currently focused on the preparation of an all of government Climate Action Plan 
which will provide for a substantial step up in our climate ambition for 2030 and any shortfall 
in meeting Ireland’s 2020 targets would likely to be more economically met through the EU 
cooperation mechanisms or through other routes to market than supporting projects through the 
REFIT schemes. 

Any requirement for statistical transfer purchase will be undertaken against a background 
of discussions with the EU Commission and relevant member states. As any purchases arising 
would be made over a number of years, the costs to the Exchequer of acquiring statistical trans-
fers to meet any potential shortfall would be spread over a period of time and in any event the 
cumulative costs would not be known until 2021, the deadline for completion of all purchases. 

While contingency planning has commenced in the Department, the focus remains firmly on 
meeting our 2020 renewable targets and on the implementation of existing and new renewable 
energy measures.

27/03/2019WRB03200National Broadband Plan Data

27/03/2019WRB0330068. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment when details of the decision by the broadband procurement team on the remaining 
bidder tender will be announced; the costs to date of the broadband procurement process; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14169/19]

27/03/2019WRB0340073. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans for the roll-out of rural broadband nationally in the event the procurement 
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team does not give the tender for rural broadband to the one remaining bidder; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14196/19]

27/03/2019WRB03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 68 and 73 together. 

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access to all 
premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment and a State led intervention. 

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
Today, 74% of premises can access high speed broadband. 

The NBP procurement process is now at the final stage. I will bring a recommendation to 
Government in the coming weeks. I do not propose to pre-empt the outcome of my Depart-
ment’s assessment, nor any decision that Government may make. 

Expenditure on the National Broadband Plan since 2013 is €25.4M (including VAT). This 
expenditure includes the cost of corporate and economic advice, technical support and network 
design, the cost of legal and environmental advice. These services were procured by way of 
competitive tender. In addition, the Department has staff and other administrative costs related 
to the NBP.

27/03/2019WRB03600National Broadband Plan Implementation

27/03/2019WRB0370069. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the roll-out of the national broadband plan with specific 
reference to County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14000/19]

27/03/2019WRB03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas where com-
mercial operators acting alone are unlikely to invest.  

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map, which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable 
by address or Eircode. 

Since December 2015, the number of premises with access to high-speed broadband in 
Wexford has increased by 19,070, a 21% increase. In total, the number of premises in Wexford 
with access to high speech broadband is 59,620, 72% of total premises in the County. Another 
1,154 will be served by eir under that company’s ongoing rural deployment.

The remaining 21,761 homes, schools and businesses in Wexford will be connected under 
the Government’s National Broadband Plan State intervention. The NBP State intervention 
procurement process is now at the final stage. 

My priority is to bring the procurement process to a fair and impartial conclusion and bring 
a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.
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27/03/2019WRB03900Waste Management Data

27/03/2019WRB0400070. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated number of households here without a waste collection service; and 
the actions he is taking to help address this issue. [14007/19]

27/03/2019WRB04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The most recent Central Statistics Office figures (2016) state that there are over 1.7 
million households in the state. A Report from September 2018 prepared by the Competition 
and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) on the household waste collection industry sug-
gests a non-participation rate of 23% based on an analysis of data from the National Waste 
Collection Permit Office and the CSO. This would imply some 1.3 million households avail 
of a waste collection service. The remainder may bin share, may not have a collection service 
available or may choose to dispose of their waste at a civic amenity site and home compost. 

Funding has been provided under the 2018 Anti-Dumping Initiative to support a pilot proj-
ect undertaken by Sligo County Council aimed at tackling and addressing the source of illegal 
dumping through an Eircodes investigation. It is anticipated that this approach will facilitate 
the process of trying to deal with illegal dumping, the burning of waste and unauthorised waste 
management. This will form a model of best practice for other Local Authorities to adopt, 
which in turn will work towards curbing illegal dumping activity nationally. 

It should be noted that many local authorities have already introduced bye-laws and that the 
Regional Waste Management Planning Offices have prepared a template to help standardise 
bye-laws on the presentation of waste. The template bye-laws place the onus of proof on the 
householder to prove that they are managing their waste correctly by signing up to a waste col-
lection service or providing receipts for the deposit of waste in authorised facilities.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                            27/03/2019WRC00200Exploration Licences

27/03/2019WRC0030071. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment if he or his officials have held discussions with representatives of a company (details 
supplied) prior to its plans to drill off the south coast in June 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14195/19]

27/03/2019WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): On 14 November 2018, my Department received an application 
from CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited (formerly known as Nexen Petroleum U.K. Limited) 
to drill an exploratory well within Frontier Exploration Licence 3/18 in the Porcupine Basin. 
The Licence is operated by CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited and ExxonMobil Exploration 
and Production Ireland (Offshore South) Limited has a 50% non-operating interest in the Li-
cence. This application is currently under consideration. 

Neither I nor Minister Bruton have held discussions with representatives of Exxon Mobil or 
CNOOC Petroleum Europe in respect of this application. 

In fulfilling their functions in respect of the regulation of oil and gas exploration and pro-
duction activities, my officials would have cause to meet with representatives of companies 
holding petroleum authorisations in the Irish Offshore. In that context, my officials have met 
with representatives of both CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited and ExxonMobil Exploration 
and Production Ireland (Offshore South) Limited.
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27/03/2019WRC00500Greenhouse Gas Emissions

27/03/2019WRC0060072. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he is satisfied that recent submissions to the European Commission under the 
climate and energy governance regulation and national energy and climate plans will ensure 
that Ireland will meet the EU 2030 climate and energy targets; the quantitative assessment and 
modelling carried out to ensure the measures are robust and specific enough to achieve these 
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14204/19]

27/03/2019WRC00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Ireland’s draft National Energy and Climate Plan, submitted to the European Com-
mission in December 2018, indicates that Ireland will not meet its emissions reduction targets 
for 2021 to 2030 on the basis of policies and measures currently in place or planned.  

The Deputy is aware that I am currently preparing an All-of-Government Plan on Climate 
Action which will set out how Ireland will increase its ambition to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions so that its targets for 2021 to 2030 can be achieved. 

I am working with colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives in electricity, 
transport, heat, and agriculture, as well as a range of other sectors. The All of Government Plan 
will build on the previous actions and framework put in place by both the National Mitigation 
Plan and the National Development Plan and will have a strong focus on implementation, in-
cluding actions with specific timelines and steps needed to achieve each action, assigning clear 
lines of responsibility for delivery. It will also be informed by successful approaches in other 
countries, where such approaches could be adapted for implementation in Ireland. The new 
initiatives identified in the All of Government Plan will be incorporated into Ireland’s finalised 
National Energy and Climate Plan, which is to be submitted to the European Commission by 
year-end.

  Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 68.

27/03/2019WRC00900Energy Infrastructure

27/03/2019WRC0100074. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment if the policy in regard to grants of permission for the construction of new fossil fuel in-
frastructure such as the plan to build a large industrial terminal on the Shannon Estuary will be 
reviewed in view of the recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report. [14011/19]

27/03/2019WRC01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Successive governments have underlined the commitment to move from a fossil fuel-
based electricity system to a low-carbon power system. Almost two thirds of renewable energy 
used in Ireland comes from renewable electricity. 

It is widely recognised that Ireland needs to make a step change in its climate ambitions and 
I have secured Government approval to develop an all of Government plan which will set out 
the actions which must be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. This 
Plan will include the steps which we must take in order to achieve this and I am working with 
colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives across electricity, transport and heat, 
as well as a range of other sectors.

In all projected transitions to a low carbon economy by 2050, gas will continue to play a role 
in sustaining the transition. It plays an important role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions in 
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the power generation, industrial and commercial, residential and transport sectors by replacing 
more CO2-intensive fossil fuels. In Ireland, gas powered generation also provides an important 
back-up for intermittent renewable wind generation. An LNG facility would further enhance 
Ireland’s energy security by increasing import route diversity and there is currently no plan to 
review energy policy surrounding the construction of such facilities. 

Decisions on consents for the construction of an LNG plant would be a matter for the rel-
evant consenting authorities, but it is widely known that commercial developers have proposed 
a number for development, including the Shannon LNG project and another project in Cork. 
Final investment decisions for these projects and compliance with any legal and regulatory 
requirements in relation to consents or permits are the responsibility of the project promoters. 

The production, sourcing, buying and selling of natural gas produced outside this jurisdic-
tion would also be an operational matter for the undertakings involved. Any undertaking would 
be required to comply with EU law in this area.

27/03/2019WRC01200Climate Change Policy

27/03/2019WRC0130075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he has identified and proposed action on the issue of 
climate change and the need to accelerate a programme to address the issues concerned, in-
cluding a clear and substantial commitment to specific objectives in respect of non-fossil elec-
tricity generation capacity, with particular reference to specific targets that meet urgent require-
ments without damaging the national economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14201/19]

27/03/2019WRC01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since my appointment as Minister I have secured Government approval to prepare 
an All of Government Plan which will set out the actions which must be taken to make Ireland 
a leader in responding to climate change. This involves working with colleagues across Gov-
ernment to develop new initiatives in electricity, transport, heat, and agriculture, as well as a 
range of other sectors. The new plan will have a strong focus on implementation, including 
actions with specific timelines and steps needed to achieve each action, assigning clear lines 
of responsibility for delivery. The new plan will also be informed by successful approaches in 
other countries.  

This plan will build on the previous actions taken by Government, including in the National 
Mitigation Plan and the National Development Plan, and is to be completed shortly.

27/03/2019WRC01500Climate Change Adaptation Plans

27/03/2019WRC0160076. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the engagement he is undertaking with all local authorities in respect of their 
climate change adaptation strategies; and the progress being made in respect of such plans. 
[14227/19]

27/03/2019WRC01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Ireland’s first statutory National Adaptation Framework, published in January 2018, 
sets out the context to ensure local authorities, regions and key sectors can assess the main risks 
and vulnerabilities of climate change, implement climate resilience actions and ensure climate 
adaptation considerations are mainstreamed into policy making.  
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Under the National Adaptation Framework, each local authority is required to develop a lo-
cal adaptation strategy in line with “Local Authority Adaptation Strategy Development Guide-
lines” which were launched by Minister of State Canney on 3 December 2018 and are available 
on www.dccae.gov.ie.  Local authorities have been set a deadline for the completion of local 
strategies by 30 September 2019. 

In January 2018, my Department also entered into a funding commitment of €10m over 5 
years to establish four Climate Action Regional Offices. This recognises the significant obli-
gation which has been placed on local government to develop and implement its own climate 
action measures – both in terms of mitigation and adaptation.

A key priority for the Climate Action Regional Offices in 2019 will be to support the lo-
cal authorities within their region to develop their local adaptation strategies and ensure they 
align with national adaptation policy and sectoral priorities. Work is underway across all local 
authorities on the preparation of local adaptation strategies in line with the five-step methodol-
ogy set out in the Guidelines. The development and approval of the strategies themselves will, 
however, be the responsibility of each individual local authority.

My Department is working closely with local government in supporting the adaptation plan-
ning process and will monitor overall progress on the development of local adaptation strate-
gies at local authority level via the National Adaptation Steering Committee and the Climate 
Action High Level Steering Group, as well as through the implementation of the All of Govern-
ment Climate Action Plan, which is soon to be published and which addresses climate resilience 
at national, regional and local level. 

27/03/2019WRC01800National Broadband Plan Implementation

27/03/2019WRC0190077. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the progress made on the roll-out of the national broadband plan. [14224/19]

27/03/2019WRC0195082. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when it is expected that a decision will be made regarding the national broadband 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14144/19]

27/03/2019WRC02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 77 and 82 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access (mini-
mum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being 
achieved through a combination of commercial investment and a State led intervention.

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
Today, 74% of premises can access high speed broadband. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map, which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable 
by address or Eircode. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage and I will bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.
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27/03/2019WRC02100National Broadband Plan Implementation

27/03/2019WRC0220078. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the status of the commitment to provide high-speed broadband to all 
houses and businesses in County Donegal; the deadline for same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14010/19]

27/03/2019WRC02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in 
Ireland has access to high speed broadband.  

Since December 2015, the number of premises with access to high-speed broadband in 
Donegal has increased by 16,964, a 16% increase. In total, the number of premises in Donegal 
with access to high speed broadband is now 65,212, which equates to 64% all premises in the 
county. Another 2,511 will be served by eir under that company’s ongoing rural deployment of 
a high speed broadband network.

The remaining 34,107 homes, schools and businesses in Donegal will receive access to high 
speed broadband under the Government’s National Broadband Plan.

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map, which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie.  This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable 
by address or Eircode. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

27/03/2019WRC02400Broadband Service Provision

27/03/2019WRC0250079. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the progress in rolling out fibre broadband by a company at locations (details 
supplied); if the new timelines for the deployment of broadband at the locations have been ap-
proved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14241/19]

27/03/2019WRC02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access to 
all premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment and a State led intervention.

In April 2017 my Department published an updated version of the High Speed Broadband 
Map. This is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. The map shows the areas targeted by com-
mercial operators to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included 
in the State Intervention Area under the NBP. The Map is colour coded and searchable by ad-
dress/Eircode:

· The AMBER area represents the parts of the country where commercial operators have no 
plans to build high speed broadband networks. Premises in the AMBER area will be provided 
with high Speed Broadband through a State Intervention. 

· The BLUE area represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 
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· The LIGHT BLUE area represents eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout high 
speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with my 
Department in April 2017. 

The three premises referenced by the Deputy fall within the Light Blue, Blue and Amber 
categories respectively.

For the specific premises which falls within the Light Blue area of the map, further infor-
mation on eir’s commercial deployment, including timelines, is provided on that company’s 
website, www.fibrerollout.ie.

The specific premises within the Blue area of the Map is categorised as a blue dot in a light 
blue area. This means it is a premises indicated as having been passed by eir as part of their rural 
deployment of high speed broadband. Therefore, that premises should be in a position to order 
a high speed broadband connection from a provider offering services on that network. 

I advise people living in blue areas who are experiencing difficulty in obtaining a high speed 
broadband service to contact the NBP customer service team at broadband@dccae.gov.ie di-
rectly, providing their name, phone number, email address and Eircode, as well as details of any 
issues they are experiencing getting connected.

For the final premises referenced by the Deputy, the procurement process to appoint a bidder 
for the State intervention network is now at the final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation 
to Government in relation to the NBP in the coming weeks.

27/03/2019WRC02700Renewable Energy Projects

27/03/2019WRC0280080. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to consider initiatives, or if his officials have worked with other Depart-
ments, on establishing an indigenous biomass crop supply chain to the peat plants in the future 
and to complement biomass currently being used for electricity generation to help maintain 
security of supply. [14006/19]

27/03/2019WRC02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The three peat-fired electricity generating stations in Ireland, one owned by Bord 
na Móna and two by ESB, were awarded support for biomass combustion under the REFIT3 
Scheme for up to 30% of the installed capacity up to 2030. Bord na Móna commenced co-firing 
at its Edenderry Plant with biomass in 2008, and it is expected that ESB will commence co-
firing at its 2 peat fired plants with biomass in 2020, subject to obtaining the necessary planning 
permission.  

In relation to the supply of biomass, I am advised that Bord na Móna’s BioEnergy division 
sources sustainable biomass that is used at the Edenderry power station and that up to 80% of 
the biomass used in the Edenderry power station is from domestic sources. However, in the 
event that all three of the electricity generating plants referred to have planning permission to 
co-fire with biomass, it is unlikely that the amount of biomass required will be supplied from 
indigenous sources. It is likely that the supply deficit would be met initially by imports. 

In addition to the three power stations, there is demand for biomass for use in industry and in 
residential heating, and the Government’s Support Scheme for Renewable Heat will also create 
a demand for biomass supplies in the coming years. 

As pointed out by COFORD, the advisory body appointed by the Minister for Agriculture, 
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Food and the Marine to advise the Minister and his Department on issues related to the develop-
ment of the forest sector in Ireland, in its recent reports on Wood Supply and Demand to 2025, 
and Mobilising Ireland’s Forest Resource, the key challenge is to ensure a balanced approach 
to the development of wood resource to best meet demand. Mobilising the private supply of 
indigenous resources is a key factor. As the supply of indigenous biomass increases, supported 
by the forestry programme and other measures, imported biomass will be displaced. 

There is a wide range of Government Departments, agencies and State bodies that are criti-
cal enablers for the development of bioenergy by virtue of their responsibility for areas such as 
forestry, agriculture, waste, research funding and business development. The Bioenergy Steer-
ing Group, chaired by my Department, promotes co-operation and co-ordination across these 
policy areas in order to support the development of the bioenergy sector in Ireland.

27/03/2019WRC03000Greenhouse Gas Emissions

27/03/2019WRC0310081. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his views on a recent report (details supplied) that estimated that the 
elimination of carbon emissions by 2060 would give a 66% chance of global warming staying 
below 1.5o Celsius above pre-industrial levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13997/19]

27/03/2019WRC03200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The report the Deputy refers to echoes the findings of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) in its Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5⁰C, 
published in October 2018, on the urgency of ambitious action to tackle the challenges of cli-
mate change.  

Addressing climate change, whether through decarbonisation of our economy, or preparing 
to adapt to the impacts of climate change, is one of the most significant challenges of this cen-
tury. Science has confirmed the absolute urgency of achieving deep cuts in our greenhouse gas 
emissions over the coming decades.

The EU has in place a set of greenhouse gas emissions reductions targets for the period to 
2030 which are one of the most ambitious of any party to the Paris Agreement. These targets 
are supported by an underpinning policy framework at EU level in the key sectors of energy, 
buildings and transport, through the Climate and Energy legislative package. It is important that 
EU Member States now put in place the necessary domestic policy framework to enable them to 
deliver on their respective non-ETS targets which have only recently been finalised at EU level. 

In order to meet Ireland’s target for 2030 that we will reduce emissions in the non-ETS sec-
tor by 30%, and building on the framework put in place by both the National Mitigation Plan 
and the National Development Plan, I am currently developing an All of Government Climate 
Plan which will set out the actions which must be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding 
to climate change.

The All of Government Plan will have a strong focus on implementation, including actions 
with specific timelines and steps needed to achieve each action, assigning clear lines of respon-
sibility for delivery. It will also be informed by successful approaches in other countries, where 
such approaches could be adapted for implementation in Ireland.

  Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 77.
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27/03/2019WRC03600Climate Change Policy

27/03/2019WRC0370083. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if he is reviewing plans to combat climate change in view of the interna-
tional climate strike of children and the support here for same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14243/19]

27/03/2019WRC03800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I am currently preparing an All of Government Climate Plan which will set out the 
actions which must be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. I am 
working with colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives across electricity, trans-
port, heat, and agriculture, as well as a range of other sectors.  

The All of Government Plan will have a strong focus on implementation, including actions 
with specific timelines and steps needed to achieve each action, assigning clear lines of respon-
sibility for delivery. It will also be informed by successful approaches in other countries, where 
such approaches could be adapted for implementation in Ireland. 

The Plan will build on the previous actions and framework put in place by both the National 
Mitigation Plan and the National Development Plan, and is to be completed in April. 

27/03/2019WRC03900Legislative Process

27/03/2019WRC0400084. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the Online Advertising and Social Media (Transparency) Bill 2017; 
if a money message will be issued to allow it proceed to Committee Stage and support its pas-
sage through remaining Stages (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13996/19]

27/03/2019WRC04100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): An interdepartmental group, chaired by the Department of the Taoiseach, has been 
established to examine the risks to our electoral security, identify mitigating factors and to iden-
tify gaps and potential proposals to address these gaps. 

The Group published its first report in June 2018, which found that, while risks to the elec-
toral process in Ireland are relatively low, the spread of disinformation online posed a more 
substantial risk. The report commits to engaging with stakeholders on risks to the electoral pro-
cess and disinformation, and to develop proposals for regulation of the transparency of online 
political advertising. In this context, a public consultation on electoral security and online po-
litical advertising and an Open Policy Forum, held on 6 December 2018, were organised by the 
Department of the Taoiseach. The interdepartmental group is currently considering next steps 
in the context of the outputs of the consultation and the Open Policy Forum.

27/03/2019WRC04200Broadband Service Provision

27/03/2019WRC0430085. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans in respect of areas that are deemed to have broadband coverage that fall 
outside the remit of the national broadband plan but are subject to market failure. [14225/19]

27/03/2019WRC04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In April 2017 my Department published an updated version of the National Broad-
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band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map. This is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. 
The Map shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband 
services and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the NBP. The 
Map is colour coded and searchable by address/Eircode:  

The BLUE area represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently de-
livering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services. These premises are therefore 
not included in the NBP State intervention area (AMBER on the Map).

My Department monitors deployment of high speed broadband on an ongoing basis as part 
of the NBP and this monitoring continues in parallel with the NBP procurement process. The 
NBP High Speed Broadband Map can be updated during the procurement, or following award 
of an NBP contract, to reflect new commercial plans, or to update areas where previous plans 
have failed to materialise. In the event commercial operators’ plans for premises in BLUE areas 
do not materialise it may become necessary for my Department to intervene.

To assist with this monitoring, where a citizen living in a Blue area is unable to obtain a 
high speed broadband service, I would encourage them to email my Department at broadband@
dccae.gov.ie with their Eircode and details of the service providers they have contacted and the 
issues encountered in respect of accessing high speed broadband.

27/03/2019WRC04500National Broadband Plan Implementation

27/03/2019WRC0460086. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to increase the provision of fibre broadband in rural Ireland. [14239/19]

27/03/2019WRC0470088. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to increase fibre broadband provision in County Meath. [14238/19]

27/03/2019WRC04800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 86 and 88 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access to all 
premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment and a State led intervention to those areas where commercial invest-
ment is unlikely. These are mostly rural areas. 

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
Today, 74% of premises can access high speed broadband. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map, which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable 
by address or Eircode. 

The procurement process to engage a company to build, operate and maintain the State In-
tervention network is now at the final stage. The assessment of the Bidder’s final tender solution 
is ongoing and I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the 
coming weeks.

As required by the State Aid Guidelines for Broadband, the NBP procurement process has 
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adopted a technology neutral approach. It does not mandate the delivery of service by any 
specific material or infrastructure. However, it is noteworthy that all bidders in the process pro-
posed a predominantly fibre to the home solution.

With regard to the availability of high speed broadband in county Meath, since December 
2015 the number of premises with access to high speed broadband has increased by 32,000, or 
a 36% increase. In total, the number of premises in Meath with access to high speech broadband 
is 63,370, 74% of total premises in the county. A further 2,395 premises will be served by eir 
under that company’s ongoing rural deployment.

The remaining 20,256 homes, schools and businesses in Co. Meath will be connected under 
the State led intervention. It is my intention to bring a recommendation to Government in rela-
tion to the NBP in the coming weeks.

27/03/2019WRC04900Electric Vehicles

27/03/2019WRC0500087. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when the list of the location of e-car chargers and the implementation timeline 
approved under the climate action fund will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14240/19]

27/03/2019WRC05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Providing adequate charging infrastructure is critical to ensure continued growth in 
electric vehicles.  

Home charging is the most cost-effective way to charge an electric vehicle and is the pri-
mary method of charging for the majority of electric vehicles both internationally and in Ire-
land. A Government grant of up to €600 is available, via the SEAI, to the purchasers of new and 
second-hand electric vehicles to support the installation of home chargers. 

There are currently over 650 standard public charge points and 78 fast chargers as a part 
of the ESB eCars network. In addition there are public chargers provided by local authorities, 
retail outlets and private companies. 

Under the first call for applications from the Climate Action Fund, I approved funding of up 
to €10 million to support ESB eCars to develop a nationwide, state-of-the-art electric vehicle 
fast charging network. The project includes the installation of 90 high-power chargers, upgrad-
ing 50 existing standard chargers to fast chargers and replacing over 250 existing standard 
chargers with next generation high reliability models.

At the end of 2018, there were over 7,600 electric vehicles on the road in Ireland – a dou-
bling of the total from the previous year. It is estimated that the implementation of the ESB 
eCars project will provide the necessary fast charging infrastructure to support at least 40,000 
electric vehicles.

This project successfully completed the assessment stage and the validation stage is now 
underway. On completion of this stage further detail on the project, including information in 
relation to the location of chargers and a timeline, will be set out.

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 86.

27/03/2019WRC05300Renewable Energy Generation
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27/03/2019WRC0540089. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when in 2019 he expects the first renewable electricity auction to take place under 
the renewable electricity support scheme, RESS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14002/19]

27/03/2019WRC0550094. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeline with specific dates for implementation of the first RESS auction; the 
status of the associated EU state aid approval and release of the detailed design paper on the 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14173/19]

27/03/2019WRC05600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 89 and 94 together.

The high level design of the new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) was ap-
proved by Government in July 2018. The RESS has been designed to deliver Ireland’s renew-
able electricity contribution towards an EU-wide renewable energy target of 32% out to 2030, 
within a competitive auction-based, cost effective framework. 

The high level design set out an indicative timetable of RESS auctions, with the first pro-
posed to open in 2019 and the second in 2020. However the ultimate auction timetable and 
volumes to be procured within each round will be determined based on the analysis carried out 
as part of the development of the National Energy and Climate Plan, the trajectory targets for 
renewables under the Governance Regulation, as well as assessment of the supply pipeline of 
eligible projects to ensure competitive outcomes for consumers. 

Since the RESS high level design was approved by Government, my Department has been 
progressing the RESS design across several work streams including the EU state aid approval 
process; the development of an enabling framework for community participation; and the de-
tailed design of the first auction. In parallel, the All of Government Climate Plan, which is due 
to be finalised shortly, will include a number of proposals that may need to be accommodated 
within the final detailed RESS design. It is my intention that our ambition in terms of renew-
able electricity will step up significantly from the 55% set out in the draft National Energy and 
Climate Plan up to the new target of 70%. The intention is to obtain Government approval for 
the final RESS design including the first RESS auction once final policy decisions have been 
determined. The Scheme will then be subject to State Aid clearance from the EU Commission.

Once the final design has been approved by Government, further relevant stakeholder en-
gagement will take place to ensure the delivery of RESS in a clear and transparent manner for 
all.

27/03/2019WRC05700National Broadband Plan

27/03/2019WRC0580090. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has met with representatives of companies (details supplied) to discuss the 
roll-out of broadband in areas covered by the national broadband plan; if the size of the area will 
change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14170/19]

27/03/2019WRC05900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I welcome recent announcements of further commercial investment in high speed 
broadband infrastructure by telecommunications operators. While I have not had direct engage-
ment with either company, officials from my Department have met with representatives of these 
operators and have received high level presentations from both with regard to their commercial 
deployment plans. To date, neither operator has published, or provided my Department with, 
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detailed commercial or technical plans identifying individual premises to be served.  

In order for premises to be removed from the State intervention area, a commercial opera-
tor must make a submission to my Department outlining its plans and commitments to provide 
these premises with a high speed broadband service. This is consistent with the State aid rules 
applying to State interventions to ensure the availability of high speed broadband services. Any 
such submission must satisfy the criteria set down by my Department in the mapping process 
that was published in 2015 on my Department’s website, before the NBP procurement process 
commenced. Details of the mapping process are available at the following link 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Managing%20IA%20Map%20-%20Consulta-
tion%20Paper%20FINAL%2021-12-15.pdf). 

My Department monitors deployment of high speed broadband on an ongoing basis as part 
of the NBP and this monitoring continues in parallel with the NBP procurement process. In line 
with the process set out above, the NBP High Speed Broadband Map can be updated during the 
procurement, or following award of an NBP contract, to reflect new commercial plans, or to 
update areas where previous plans that have failed to materialise. This flexibility allows for an 
increase or decrease in the number of premises included in the State Intervention area.

The State Intervention area for the NBP procurement process, contains approximately 
540,000 premises. This remains as set out on my Department’s High Speed Broadband Map, 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie.

The NBP procurement process is in its final stage and I intend to make a recommendation 
to Government in the coming weeks.

27/03/2019WRC06000North-South Interconnector

27/03/2019WRC0610091. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the North-South interconnector project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14014/19]

27/03/2019WRC06200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The North South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the 
Single Electricity Market and increasing security of electricity supply across the island of Ire-
land. A resilient and well connected energy infrastructure is vital for Ireland’s economic wellbe-
ing and the ability to respond to the future needs of energy consumers. 

In December 2016 An Bord Pleanála granted planning permission for the project in Ireland, 
while in January 2018 full planning permission was granted for the section of the line that lies 
in Northern Ireland. Both of the planning decisions have been subject to legal proceedings in 
each jurisdiction. 

In Ireland, a Supreme Court appeal of the planning permission was dismissed on 19 Febru-
ary 2019. 

In Northern Ireland, on 8 February 2019, the Department for Infrastructure asked the High 
Court to quash the planning permission given so the planning application can be re-determined 
under new legislation introduced by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in November 
2018.

There are currently a number of on-going procurements in relation to the project being 
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undertaken and managed by ESB Networks, such as tower design. However no critical pro-
curement contracts such as construction will be concluded until all planning issues in Northern 
Ireland are resolved. The earliest possible date for construction to commence is early 2020.

27/03/2019WRC06300Renewable Energy Projects

27/03/2019WRC0640092. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if renewable energy projects are in place or at the planning stages to match the 
projected increase in national electricity consumption that will come directly from data centre 
projects coming online between March 2019 and 2026; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14248/19]

27/03/2019WRC06500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Data centres are a key dimension of electricity demand growth in Ireland. While data 
centres have until recently accounted for less than 2% of Ireland’s total electricity demand, Eir-
Grid in their Generation Capacity Statement 2018-2027 project that demand from data centres 
could account for 31% of all demand by 2027. 

Data centres consume very large amounts of energy and have a flat, predictable demand 
profile meaning that they use the same amount of electricity throughout the day and night and 
therefore require a range of generation technologies to meet their demand. Given the quantum 
of electricity required to power data centres, it is important that renewable projects are devel-
oped to meet the demand for additional renewable electricity generation and the costs of this are 
minimised for consumers. The Government Statement on the role of data centres in Ireland’s 
Enterprise Strategy, 2018 recognises that a plan-led approach is needed to develop a range of 
measures to promote regional options for data centre investment, minimising the need for ad-
ditional grid infrastructure.

Significant increases in volumes of renewable generation capacity will be required to meet 
the Ireland’s increasing electricity demand including from data centres. Ireland’s first National 
Energy and Climate Plan (NECP) will include trajectories for renewable energy (including 
renewable electricity ambitions), energy efficiency, and national emissions, as well as the mea-
sures required to achieve these trajectories. The new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 
(RESS) is being designed to assist Ireland in meeting its renewable energy contribution to EU-
wide targets out to 2030. 

The ultimate auction timetable and volumes to be procured will be determined based on 
the analysis carried out as part of the NECP and in line with the ambitions set out in the all of 
Government Climate Action Plan. This will be informed by an assessment of the supply pipe-
line of eligible projects to ensure competitive outcomes for consumers. In addition, corporate 
power purchase agreements, where large demand users such as data centres contract directly 
with renewable energy projects, will be an important driver for bringing new projects on line. 
It will be critical that there is a strong supply of renewable energy projects coming through the 
planning and grid connection processes to meet our 2030 ambitions.

27/03/2019WRC06600Nuclear Waste

27/03/2019WRC0670093. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the communications he has made in recent months with officials in Britain regarding 
their plans to place nuclear waste material on the island of Ireland. [14008/19]
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27/03/2019WRC06800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Senior officials from my Department, and from the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, meet twice yearly with their counterparts from the United Kingdom (UK) through the UK-
Ireland Contact Group on Radiological Matters. The matter of the storage and disposal of ra-
dioactive waste, and in particular the Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) project, whereby this 
material is stored in an underground facility, is a standing item on the agenda for the Group. At 
the most recent meeting of the Group, in November 2018, officials from the UK confirmed that 
the working policy on the location of potential sites for a GDF relates to England only. It does 
not include Northern Ireland. 

Further confirmation on this was received in writing from UK officials in February of this 
year. I can, therefore, categorically assure the Deputy that there are no plans by the British au-
thorities to place nuclear waste in Northern Ireland. 

My officials will continue to monitor developments and to engage with their UK coun-
terparts, at national and regional levels, to ensure that our views in this matter continue to be 
represented.

  Question No. 94 answered with Question No. 89.

27/03/2019WRD00200Public Private Partnerships Cost

27/03/2019WRD0030095. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach if the total liability in public-private 
partnerships is recognised as debt in the national accounts or if it is included in the public sector 
net debt. [14416/19]

27/03/2019WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): General 
Government Gross Debt (or Maastricht Debt) is defined as debt liabilities of government in the 
categories Currency and Deposits, Debt Securities and Loans.  Its compilation is the responsi-
bility of the Central Statistics Office (CSO) who publish annual and quarterly estimates on the 
CSO website. Liabilities related to public-private partnerships (PPPs) which are classified off-
balance sheet are not recorded as part of the General Government Gross Debt. The CSO do not 
compile a public sector net debt figure.  The General Government Net Debt figure published by 
the CSO comprises General Government Gross Debt less government assets recorded under the 
same instrument categories as those contributing to General Government Gross Debt.  There-
fore it does not include liabilities of off-balance sheet PPPs.  

27/03/2019WRD00500Public Private Partnerships Data

27/03/2019WRD0060096. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach the total capital liability of on and off 
balance sheet PPP contracts; and the value as a percentage of GDP. [14417/19]

27/03/2019WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) publish data relating to PPP contracts biannually in April and October. 
The latest data is in respect of 2017 and can be seen on the CSO website under the category of 
Governments Accounts.  The contractual capital value of on and off balance sheet PPP contracts 
at that date was €3,577.4 million. This represented 1.2% of 2017 GDP.

27/03/2019WRD00800European Council Meetings
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27/03/2019WRD0090097. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if trade with China was discussed at the 
March 2019 European Council meeting or at the meetings he attended in Brussels in March 
2019. [14370/19]

27/03/2019WRD01000The Taoiseach: I attended a meeting of the European Council in Brussels on Thursday 21 
and Friday 22 March 2019. 

As part of its work the Council prepared the EU-China summit to be held on 9 April 2019. In 
this regard, we exchanged views on overall relations with China, including trade, in the global 
context.

27/03/2019WRD01100Departmental Budgets

27/03/2019WRD0120098. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the original 
budget allocation from Vote 36 for pay and allowances for serving members of the Defence 
Forces in each of the years 2014 to 2018; the actual spend in each of those years; if there was an 
underspend and savings in budget for pay and allowances in the same period; if savings were 
returned to the Exchequer; if they were allocated to other budget lines; and if so, the budget line 
to which the savings were allocated in the same period. [14511/19]

27/03/2019WRD01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Government 
ensures that Vote 36 - Defence is fully funded to provide for the pay and allowances of the target 
strength of 9,500 Permanent Defence Force (PDF) personnel, as set out in the White Paper on 
Defence. 

The table below shows the budget allocation for pay and allowances for serving members 
of the Permanent Defence Force for the years 2014-2018, the outturn for the same period and 
the savings, which arose mainly due to the actual PDF strength falling below the 9,500 target. 

PDF – Pay and Allowances

(Subheads A.3 – PDF Pay; A.4 – PDF Allowances; A.6 – Chaplains)

Vote 36 Budget Outturn Savings
2014 €459.0m €431.1m €27.9m
2015 €454.0m €425.3m €28.7m
2016 €453.0m €421.9m €31.1m
2017 €457.0m €437.0m €20.0m
2018 €469.1m €439.7m €29.4m

With regard to the return of savings to the exchequer, any savings, or part of savings, arising 
within the Vote may, in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, 
be used to address spending pressures elsewhere in the Vote or Vote Group (Vote 36 Defence 
and Vote 35 Army Pensions). Savings arising on the Defence Vote in the years in question have 
largely been utilised to meet commitments elsewhere in the Vote Group. Specific budget line 
details of the re-allocations are not available as they are considered globally, across the Vote 
Group.

In addition, any surplus Appropriations-in-Aid must also be returned to the Exchequer, as 
required under Public Financial Procedures.

The table below shows the Gross savings on Vote 36 - Defence, the surplus Appropriations-
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in-Aid (AinAs) and the Net Surrender to the Exchequer for the years 2014-2018.

Vote 36 Gross Savings Surplus A-in-As Net Surrender to the 
Exchequer

2014 €4.9m €8.7m €13.6m
2015 €6.8m €6.9m €13.7m
2016 €11.1m €15.5m €26.6m
2017 €11.3m €10.1m €21.4m
2018 €5.9m €11.1m €17.0m

 The Gross Savings and the Net Surrender in the Table include amounts used to meet the 
shortfalls in the Army Pensions Vote.

27/03/2019WRD01400Defence Forces Personnel Data

27/03/2019WRD0150099. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the establish-
ment figure for technical officers in the communications and information systems corps of the 
Defence Forces; the number of technical officer appointments in the corps not filled; the estab-
lishment figure for grades 5 and 6 technicians in the corps; and the number of grades 5 and 6 
technician appointments in the corps not filled. [14512/19]

27/03/2019WRD01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I am informed by 
the military authorities that, as of January 2019, the establishment figure for technical officers in 
the Communications and Information Services Corps (CIS) of the Defence Forces is 22 person-
nel (18 Army, 4 Air Corps) and all appointments are currently filled.

The establishment figure for grade 5 and 6 technicians in the CIS corps is 202 personnel, of 
which there are currently 66 vacancies. A total of 62 personnel are in training across the Army, 
Naval Service and Air Corps who will be eligible to receive tech 5 pay upon graduation from 
the CIS Trainee Technician Scheme.

27/03/2019WRD01700Human Rights

27/03/2019WRD01800100. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 69 of 12 March 2019, if the minutes of future meetings 
of the business and human rights implementation group will be published on his Department’s 
website. [14458/19]

27/03/2019WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the 
Deputy may be aware, the Business and Human Rights Implementation Group is tasked with 
overseeing the implementation of the National Plan on Business and Human Rights. Officials 
in my Department act as the Secretariat to the Group, which is independently chaired by Ms. 
Breege O’Donoghue. It is intended that once the minutes of the Group’s meetings have been 
approved by its members, that they will be made available on my Department’s website.

27/03/2019WRD02000Passport Controls

27/03/2019WRD02100101. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
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the case of persons (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14468/19]

27/03/2019WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
advised by Passport Service staff that the passports in question are valid and in date.

Passports are internationally recognised travel documents which attest to the identity and 
nationality of the bearer. The Passport Service, within the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, is responsible for the issuance of passports to Irish citizens and for the maintenance of 
the security and integrity of the Irish passport. Immigration or administrative requirements for 
entry into other States, including what documentation is acceptable for those purposes, are not 
matters that are within the competence of my Department.

27/03/2019WRD02300Human Rights

27/03/2019WRD02400102. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 69 of 12 March 2019, the position regarding the UN expert 
issued guiding principles on human rights impact assessments for economic reform policies 
document which has been issued by the UN Human Rights Council as opposed to the business 
and human rights NAP (details supplied); and his plans on rolling out such principles when 
adopted. [14472/19]

27/03/2019WRD02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): At the 
40th and most recent session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva, the Independent Expert 
on Foreign Debt and Human Rights presented the Guiding Principles on Human Rights Impact 
Assessments for Economic Reform Policies in response to Resolutions on the matter from the 
34th and 37th Sessions of the Council. 

The implementation of these guiding principles is a matter for each individual Member 
State, to reflect upon and consider the necessity, relevance and implications for domestic law. 
Ireland did not co-sponsor the relevant resolution at either of the Council sessions and any such 
adoption of these guiding principles nationally would require a whole of Government approach 
involving a number of other Government departments.

27/03/2019WRD02600Insurance Costs

27/03/2019WRD02700103. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if an emergency support pack-
age will be provided to children’s soft play centres until a functioning insurance market is 
developed here in view of the imminent closures of a large number of profitable children’s soft 
play centres and in further view of the lack of material change to the insurance industry (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14292/19]

27/03/2019WRD02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My understanding is that the main 
reason for the difficulties being faced by the play centre sector is due to a lack of capacity in 
the insurance market which I understand has been driven to some degree by the overall claims 
level in the sector.  In determining their willingness to enter into or remain in a particular sector 
of the market, insurers will generally make an assessment of what they consider the overall risk 
to be. Therefore, part of their assessment of what premium level to charge, or whether to offer 
cover in the first place will be based on what they consider the general likely trend for claims in 
the sector will be, based on their overall past experience.  
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In a recent meeting with Insurance Ireland, I understand that the Minister of State with 
responsibility for Insurance, Mr. Michael D’Arcy TD, raised the issue of the difficulties play 
centres currently face in securing insurance.  In response, Insurance Ireland highlighted the 
problems that Irish insurers encountered in this sector regarding claims and specifically the high 
amounts being paid out.  Having said that, Insurance Ireland agreed to relay Minister D’Arcy’s 
concerns to its members taking into account some of the implemented and proposed Cost of 
Insurance Working Group reforms, including the proposal to implement the recommendations 
of the second Personal Injuries Commission Report.  

As the Deputy will be aware the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG), which was 
established in July 2016, has undertaken a detailed examination of the factors contributing to 
the cost of insurance in order to identify what short, medium and long-term measures could be 
introduced to help reduce the cost of insurance for consumers and businesses.  

The CIWG has produced two reports and a number of quarterly progress updates on the var-
ious recommendations made by CIWG and endorsed by Government.  The difficulties facing 
the consumer, voluntary and small business sector from the high cost of insurance premiums are 
recognised.  In addition, it is also acknowledged that in some cases the survival of a business 
as a viable entity is being put at peril because of insurance pricing.  One of the key areas raised 
by various stakeholders to the CIWG is the level of awards in this country compared with else-
where.  As a result, the Working Group established the Personal Injuries Commission (PIC) and 
commissioned it to examine this issue amongst other things.  The PIC reported in September 
2018 and concluded that soft tissue injuries are significantly higher here than in the UK and 
recommended that action be taken to address this disparity through the establishment of the 
Judicial Council.  The PIC recommended that this body would become responsible for prepar-
ing the guidelines on personal injury award levels, and would replace the Book of Quantum.  In 
doing this, the PIC believes that the Judicial Council will, in compiling the guidelines, take ac-
count of the jurisprudence of the Court of Appeal, the results of its benchmarking exercise etc.  

The current position with the Judicial Council Bill is that the Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity has recently advised of his intention to further this Bill with a view to having it in place as 
soon as possible.  Alongside this, the Law Reform Commission has included the subject of cap-
ping damages in personal injuries litigation in its draft 5th Programme of Law Reform and this 
work will begin in the next couple of weeks.  It is hoped that if there was a significant move in 
this area, it could have an impact on insurance pricing and could also help attract new entrants 
into the market.  Such outcomes would be of benefit to all concerned and in particular to small 
businesses such as those in the play centre sector.

Finally, while I am very conscious of the difficulties being faced by the play centre sector 
in obtaining insurance and that a number of such centres face closure if they are unable to get 
cover, I believe that the work that is being done to address the cost and provision of insurance 
to such businesses is where the real solution lies.  It is likely that the provision of any support 
package would amount to the State in effect becoming an insurance provider. Such a step would 
likely be in breach of the Solvency II Directive and as it would involve the State providing pref-
erential support to one part of the economy over another, it would run the risk of being consider 
State Aid and contrary to EU State Aid rules.  In addition, if a package of Government sup-
port, contained or otherwise available more generally to businesses, was put in place, it is also 
likely that such a measure could result ultimately in insurers withdrawing from large parts of 
the overall market.  This would end up being counter-productive and bad for small businesses 
in the longer term.

27/03/2019WRD02900Legal Costs
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27/03/2019WRD03000104. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the cumulative financial cost to 
his Department and other State bodies in dealing with the appeal against the decision by the Eu-
ropean Commission in a tax case (details supplied); the amount paid to each individual provider 
of services in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019 in tabular form; and the nature 
of services provided in defending the position of the State in the case. [14309/19]

27/03/2019WRD03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There has been insufficient time to 
compile all the data in the time allowed and in the format requested by the Deputy. I have 
therefore asked my officials to finalise the compilation of the requested information and I will 
provide it to her.  I understand that the Office of the Attorney General are currently examin-
ing the issue of whether details of professional fees paid to individuals can be disclosed in the 
context of GDPR.

27/03/2019WRD03200Tax Data

27/03/2019WRD03300105. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost in a full year 
of the proposed digital tax in France; if full credit was given to Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14310/19]

27/03/2019WRD03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised that France have an-
nounced plans to enact a unilateral digital services tax (“the French DST”) which will apply to 
the revenues of certain activities of large digital companies with effect from 1 January 2019.

As the Deputy will be aware, a digital services tax was proposed by the European Commis-
sion in March 2018 (“the EU DST”), but no agreement has been reached on that at EU level. 
The French DST and the EU DST are similar, but not identical. They both propose a 3% rate 
of tax levied on gross turnover. Both have two thresholds which must be met for a company to 
be within scope. The first, which is identical in both the French and the EU DST, requires the 
company (or a corporate taxation group to which it belongs) to have worldwide annual turnover 
greater than €750 million. The second threshold is proposed by reference to the geographical 
scope of the tax - group revenues from taxable services greater than €50 million p.a. in the EU 
for the EU DST, or €25 million p.a. in France for the French DST.

Additionally, the services within scope differ between each. The EU DST sought to tax 
online advertising, the commission fees earned by connecting users on an online platform and 
the sale of user data. The French DST excludes taxing the sale of user data, except in situations 
where the sale relates to the placing of online advertising.

With respect to estimating the cost of the proposed French DST if full credit were given 
for it in Ireland, I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the available data is not suf-
ficiently detailed to enable a calculation of the likely tax loss as a result of a digital tax in any 
specific EU Member State.

27/03/2019WRD03500Tax Appeals Commission

27/03/2019WRD03600106. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of tax appeals out-
standing by tax head; the years in which the original appeal was submitted; and the dates on 
which the oldest 25 appeals were originally submitted, in tabular form. [14311/19]

27/03/2019WRD03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The TAC was established on 21st 
March 2016 and new procedures for making, processing, adjudicating and determining appeals 
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came into effect on that date. Prior to this date taxpayers appealed directly to Revenue who then 
transferred cases to the Appeal Commissioners in the event that the parties wished to proceed 
to hearing. Since that date, taxpayers appeal directly to the TAC which then notifies Revenue of 
the appeals.  The TAC has full control over the processing and hearing of appeals.

I am advised by the TAC that the number of appeals before it can change frequently, de-
pending on a number of factors, including the number of additional appeals received each day; 
the numbers closed each day; how many appeals are part-settled and how many that may settle 
based on the outcome of a ‘leader-case’. The Commission may also be informed, by a party to 
an appeal, that an appeal has settled or been withdrawn. However, until this is confirmed by 
both parties, the TAC cannot deem the appeal to be closed.

I am further advised by the TAC that it is not possible, in relation to the legacy appeals, to 
provide the age of tax appeals before it, as many of them were transmitted to the Commission, 
in large tranches during 2016 by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners. A number of ‘pre-
establishment’ appeals were also transferred from the Office of the Appeal Commissioners to 
the TAC at the same time. The TAC received all of these appeals on and from the date of its 
establishment i.e. 21 March 2016. 

Following its formation in 2016, I am informed that approximately 3,136 appeals trans-
ferred to the TAC, at various stages during 2016, from both the Office of the Revenue Com-
missioners and the Office of the Appeal Commissioners. The TAC has further advised me that, 
as of 22 March, 2019 it currently has approximately 3,566 active appeals under its remit. The 
oldest appeals received by the TAC date from 21 March, 2016. The following table provides an 
outline of the number of appeals that are currently being processed:

Tax Appeals Commission

Main Tax Type of Appeals on Hand by Year / Category as at 22 March, 2019

Tax Type   Legacy Pre-Est’d 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
IT 527 98 149 703 596 175 2,248 
VAT 20 14 28 105 151 31 349 
VRT 1 10 37 125 36 209 
CT 27 8 16 63 103 17 234 
Other** 13 8 22 51 61 34 189 
CGT 91 15 22 47 54 21 250 
CAT 4 5 6 26 34 12 87 
Total 682 149 253 1,032 1,124 326 3,566 
* The TAC was established on 21 March, 2016. The system of characterisation of appeals 

reflected the appeals on hand prior to the establishment of the TAC (‘pre-establishment ap-
peals’), appeals received post establishment of the TAC (‘current appeals’) and aged appeals 
transferred from the Revenue Commissioners (‘legacy appeals’) and the appeal groups are de-
scribed accordingly.

** Other includes RCT, LPT, C&E, DIRT, PSWT, Stamp Duty and DWT.

27/03/2019WRD03800Brexit Preparations

27/03/2019WRD03900107. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of outdoor customs 
staff stationed on the Border by county. [14312/19]
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27/03/2019WRD04000108. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the estimate by the Revenue 
Commissioners of likely Exchequer losses by tax head arising from smuggling across the EU’s 
land border with the United Kingdom once the United Kingdom has left the EU. [14313/19]

27/03/2019WRD04100115. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of trained dogs en-
gaged in customs and excise activities; the number of dogs under training; and if the Revenue 
Commissioners plan to increase the number of such animals. [14508/19]

27/03/2019WRD04200116. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the number of Revenue Commis-
sioners staff involved in customs valuation activities; the levels of qualification and experience 
of such staff; and if the Revenue Commissioners plan to increase their number and training. 
[14509/19]

27/03/2019WRD04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 107, 
108, 115 and 116 together.

Revenue has provided me with the following table which provides details of staff assigned 
to compliance activities in border counties as well as the total staff based in these counties; this 
includes staff that are assigned to outdoor duties.  Revenue is an integrated tax and customs 
administration and its resources are deployed based on risk rather than by reference to a specific 
tax or duty.   

Location Compliance Staff Total Staff
Donegal 73 108
Louth 65 251
Monaghan 20 40
Sligo 52 72
TOTAL 210 471

As the Deputy is aware, forecasts of tax and duty receipts are produced by the Department 
of Finance with assistance from Revenue. The role of Revenue is to advise of any potential 
increases and decreases in taxation that they become aware of in the course of administering 
taxes and duties and from other data sources available to them.  Given the ongoing uncertainty 
with regard to the eventual Brexit outcome, and the challenges of estimating the impact of 
smuggling on tax and duty receipts even in normal times, I am advised that it is not possible to 
develop a credible estimate at this time.

I am advised by Revenue that it currently has twenty trained detector dog teams engaged 
in Customs and Excise activities. This includes one team that operates on behalf of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Revenue is also running a Dog Handler competition to fill six further posi-
tions that are vacant currently.    

Revenue has confirmed that it is satisfied that the current level of detector dog teams meets 
existing Customs and Excise requirements. However, the situation is continuously monitored 
and further resources can be recruited should the need arise.

I am advised by Revenue that valuation is an integral element of customs training and skills 
development and that staff involved in customs work could be involved in customs valuation 
depending on the nature of the work being undertaken at any given time. This includes staff 
who work in trade facilitation, in customs post clearance checks and in customs compliance 
management. Training on customs valuation is a standard element of the customs training pro-
gram. Revenue is a fully integrated tax and customs administration and it is not possible to 
identify the number of staff deployed on customs at any given time. As a result it is also not 
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possible to provide information on the qualification and experience of these staff.

As the Deputy is aware, in September 2018, the Government granted approval in principle 
for the phased recruitment of an additional 600 Revenue staff to meet the challenges posed 
by Brexit. The majority of those six hundred staff will be working on customs work and have 
undertaken or will undertake an intensive in-house customs training course which includes 
training on customs valuation.

27/03/2019WRD04500Brexit Preparations

27/03/2019WRD04600109. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the steps taken by the Revenue 
Commissioners to protect customs officers stationed on or close to the Border from attacks; if 
he has considered arming customs officers as is practice in other countries; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14314/19]

27/03/2019WRD04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that their 
preparations do not include any plans for infrastructure at the border. Revenue Chairman, Niall 
Cody, reiterated this when he addressed the Oireachtas Finance Committee on 24 January 2019. 
Revenue plans are focused on East West trade. Infrastructure requirements, IT enhancements, 
recruitment and training on this basis are well-advanced.

The Government has made it clear that its overriding objective is to avoid a hard border 
on the island of Ireland. Ireland and the EU are at one on this. The EU has been clear that it 
is determined to do all it can, deal or no deal, to avoid the need for a border and to protect the 
peace process. And as co-guarantors, the two Governments will continue to have our obliga-
tions under the Good Friday Agreement, and to ensure peace and stability in Northern Ireland

In the event of no-deal, then there will be intensive discussions between the Government, 
the EU Commission and EU partners regarding the movement of goods North-South.  I am as-
sured by Revenue that they will provide whatever technical expertise and assistance is required 
by the government negotiating team during this process.

In terms of security and safety, An Garda Síochána is responsible for the security of the 
State and any issues relating to the safety and security of Customs Officers or Customs facilities 
are addressed to that organisation.

27/03/2019WRE00200Tax Yield

27/03/2019WRE00300110. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the tax yield for each carbon 
fuel type by year in tabular form; and the total for each year since the carbon tax was first in-
troduced. [14380/19]

27/03/2019WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the tax 
yield for Carbon Tax and each carbon fuel type for the years 2010 to 2017 is published on the 
Revenue website and is available at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/sta-
tistics/excise/net-receipts-by-commodity.pdf. The provisional yield for each carbon fuel type 
for 2018 is provided in the table below.    

2018 €m
Auto   diesel 182.8
Petrol 48.1



27 March 2019

31

2018 €m
Aviation   Gasoline 0.0
Kerosene 58.6
MGO 54.1
Fuel   Oil 1.8
LPG   (other) 10.2
Auto   LPG 0.1
Natural   Gas 50.0
SFCT 25.3
Total 431.1

The 2018 finalised yields for each carbon fuel type will be published on the Revenue web-
site by end Q3 2019.

27/03/2019WRE00500VAT Rate Increases

27/03/2019WRE00600111. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the increase in VAT rate; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14415/19]

27/03/2019WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The 9% VAT rate was introduced as 
a temporary measure in 2011, due to cease at the end of 2013. This period was subsequently 
extended, but in 2017 a commitment was given to undertake a review of the 9% VAT rate. This 
review was published in July 2018 and the Budget decision to increase the VAT rate was made 
following that analysis. 

The matter referred to by the Deputy in this instance is one of contract law, and not a matter 
for the Minister for Finance.

27/03/2019WRE00800NAMA Social Housing Expenditure

27/03/2019WRE00900112. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance the full cost of the social housing 
units leased from the National Asset Residential Property Services, NARPS; the cost of the ini-
tial loans purchased by NAMA; the cost of purchasing the units by NARPS; and the full length 
and cost of the leases. [14429/19]

27/03/2019WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that NARPS 
was established by NAMA as a means of expediting social housing delivery. It purchases suit-
able houses and apartments directly from NAMA debtors and receivers at market value and 
leases them to local authorities (LAs) and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs). This allows 
social housing bodies with limited capital funding to obtain immediate access to high-quality 
housing via long term leases and has proven to be a very effective method of social housing 
delivery. 

I am advised by NAMA that NARPS purchases properties, for which demand has been 
confirmed by LAs and AHBs, directly from NAMA debtors and receivers. The prices paid by 
NARPS are based on prevailing market rates confirmed by independent valuations at the time 
of the sale. I am advised that NARPS has invested approximately €210m in the purchase of 
suitable properties from NAMA debtors and receivers. 
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I am advised that it is not technically possible to differentiate and assign the portion of the 
cost of the acquired loans which relate only to the NARPS units. Many of NAMA’s acquired 
loans were collateralised by multiple properties and the NARPS units form part of the collateral 
to loans along with other units and other properties.

NARPS properties are leased to LAs and AHBs under standardised lease terms. Each NARPS 
lease term is 20 years and 9 months.  I am advised that rents are agreed directly between NAMA 
and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and are typically set so as to 
fall within a range of 78% to 83% of prevailing market rents at the time of the lease.

NARPS lease rental income for each financial year is set out below. This information is 
available in NARPS’ published annual accounts.

Year    Lease Rental Income €’000
2013 54
2014 768
2015 3,626
2016 6,461
2017 10,466

I also wish to advise the Deputy that, under the terms of the current NARPS lease, the LAs/
AHBs have the option to purchase the leased properties during the fourteenth year of the lease 
at a discount. Whether they decide to do so is entirely at their discretion; it is not at the discre-
tion of NARPS.

27/03/2019WRE01100Credit Availability

27/03/2019WRE01200113. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the difficulty persons that wish to downsize are experiencing in accessing bridging loans; if 
this issue will be addressed in his contact with the Central Bank and the wider banking sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14452/19]

27/03/2019WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are a number of regulatory mea-
sures which apply to the provision of new residential mortgage credit, including bridging fi-
nance for such a purpose, to consumers.  These include the European Union (Consumer Mort-
gage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016 and the Central Bank Consumer Protection Code 
(2012).  These measures place a number of obligations on lenders in relation to the provision of 
residential mortgage credit including the requirement to:

- where relevant, obtain relevant information from the borrower on his/her needs and objec-
tives, personal circumstances and financial situation;

- assess the affordability of credit and the suitability of a product or service based on the 
individual circumstances of the borrower;

- provide credit only where the creditworthiness assessment indicates that the borrower is 
likely to meet his/her obligations in the manner required under the credit agreement.

However, within the applicable regulatory framework, it remains a matter for each lender to 
set its own credit policies and to make its own lending decisions on applications for mortgage or 
other credit.  Neither the Minister for Finance nor the Central Bank of Ireland, has a role in such 
commercial decisions made by lenders.  However, I have been informed by the covered banks 



27 March 2019

33

that, while in general they do not see a strong demand for residential bridging finance, they will 
consider and assess such applications in accordance with their own credit policies.

27/03/2019WRE01400Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman

27/03/2019WRE01500114. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the average time taken by the 
Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman to acknowledge a complaint; if he will decide on 
the validity of the complaint and resolve cases in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14485/19]

27/03/2019WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Firstly, I must point out that the Fi-
nancial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) is independent in the performance of his 
statutory functions.  I have no role in the day to day workings of the office or in the decisions 
which he takes.

However the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman’s Office has informed me that it 
aims to acknowledge all written communications within 10 working days, which includes the 
acknowledgement of new complaints.  However, the number of complaints received in 2018 
caused the Office to be unable to process complaints as quickly as it would have wished and 
the Office acknowledged that often it did not succeed in acknowledging complaints within the 
desired 10 working day timeframe. 

I should also add that I have recently approved a substantial increase in staff in the FSPO 
which I expect to assist the FSPO in fulfilling its remit to independently resolve complaints 
against financial services and pensions providers.  

In relation to the assessment of validity of a complaint, it is worth noting that the FSPO of-
ten receives complaints which are appropriate for a different Ombudsman or relate to products 
and services or service providers that do not fall within the remit of the FSPO. Where possible, 
the complainant is redirected to the appropriate body. The FSPO has informed me that, in 2018, 
142 ineligible complaints were closed in this way.  A further 100 complaints were closed in 
2018 during the adjudication process, following consideration of jurisdictional issues. In some 
instances where complex jurisdictional issues arise, I understand that the FSPO often has to 
undertake considerable work in order to come to a determination as to whether the Office had 
jurisdiction to deal with a complaint.  

I would also remind the Deputy that the FSPO wrote to all members of the Houses of the 
Oireachtas informing them of the Protocol for the Provision of Information to Members of the 
Oireachtas by State Bodies and providing a dedicated email address for the timely provision of 
information to members of the Oireachtas.

Questions Nos. 115 and 116 answered with Question No. 107.

27/03/2019WRE01900Garda Station Refurbishment

27/03/2019WRE02000117. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to provide additional and improved facilities at a Garda station (details supplied) in view of the 
clear need in that regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14295/19]

27/03/2019WRE02100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): Under the current Garda Capital Programme 2016-2021, the Office of Public 
Works proposes to provide a Property and Exhibits Management Stores (PEMS) at Tallaght 
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Garda Station.  It is also planned to carry out minor refurbishment works on the ground floor 
toilet accommodation later this year.

27/03/2019WRE02200Public Procurement Contracts

27/03/2019WRE02300118. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) relating to target value design in construction; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14439/19]

27/03/2019WRE02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Last week I 
launched a review of procurement policy for public works projects which will deliver signifi-
cant changes to the Capital Works Management Framework (CWMF) over the coming years. 
The review process will involve extensive engagement both with industry stakeholders and 
with the public bodies charged with the delivery of public works projects on a broad range of 
issues and will extend over the next 12 - 18 months. 

The CWMF represents the tools that a public body must use to procure and manage the 
external resources necessary to deliver public works projects that are delivered under the Ex-
chequer-funded element of the National Development Plan.

The initiative is being led by the Office of Government Procurement, in conjunction with 
the Government Contracts Committee for Construction, and is a key recommendation arising 
out of the performance review of the public works contracts.  The scope is broader on this occa-
sion and will look at the manner in which both construction consultancy services and building 
contractors are procured and the contract conditions under which they are engaged. Different 
delivery methods will be considered as part of the review.

27/03/2019WRE02500Pension Levy

27/03/2019WRE02600119. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the pension-related deductions applied to overtime in the Irish Prison Service will be refunded 
to those involved in view of the fact they do not qualify for pension entitlements based on over-
time payments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14447/19]

27/03/2019WRE02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Pension-
Related Deduction (PRD) was provided for in law under the Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest Act 2009, as amended (the “Act”).  PRD was operational from 1 March 2009 
to 31 December 2018.  It was replaced by the Additional Superannuation Contribution (ASC) 
with effect from 1 January 2019.  PRD was a deduction from the salary of Public Servants who - 

1. are members of a Public Service pension scheme, 

2. have an entitlement to a Public Service pension benefit, preserved or in payment, or 

3. who receive/have received a payment-in-lieu of such a pension.  

PRD confers no additional pension benefit and is not linked to the pension contribution an 
individual is required to make. 

PRD was chargeable on all taxable remuneration as defined in the Act as follows:   

“remuneration” means emoluments to which Chapter 4 of Part 42 of the Taxes Consolida-
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tion Act 1997  applies or is applied and payable by or on behalf of a public service body to a 
public servant for his or her services as a public servant;

As overtime is deemed to be taxable remuneration it was subject to PRD.  There is no pro-
vision in the legislation to exempt overtime from PRD.  Furthermore, there is no proposal to 
retrospectively provide for such an exemption.  

It should be noted that the ASC, which replaces PRD, is charged only on pensionable remu-
neration and therefore is not chargeable on non-pensionable overtime.

27/03/2019WRE02800Flood Relief Schemes Data

27/03/2019WRE02900120. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
projects in the proposed flood risk management plans for County Cavan; the details of the proj-
ects by cost breakdown, funding allocated and the commencement date for construction; the 
completion date of each project in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14296/19]

27/03/2019WRE03000121. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the proj-
ects in the proposed flood risk management plans for County Carlow; the details of the projects 
by cost breakdown of each project, the funding allocated and the commencement date for con-
struction; the completion date of each project in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14297/19]

27/03/2019WRE03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I propose to take Questions Nos. 120 and 121 together.

The information requested is being compiled and will be addressed directly to the Deputy 
in due course.

27/03/2019WRE03300Flood Relief Schemes

27/03/2019WRE03400122. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if de-
tails sought regarding a project (details supplied) carried out some time ago have been received. 
[14463/19]

27/03/2019WRE03500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Kevin 
Boxer Moran): I can confirm that the works which the Office of Public Works (OPW) carried 
out in constructing the Fermoy flood relief scheme did not interfere with the weir in Fermoy in 
any way and did not undermine the structure of the weir, or result in any damage to property.  
The OPW does not have any responsibility for the weir.

The Fermoy North and South flood relief schemes involved very little interference with the 
Blackwater River as the embankments and walls are largely set back from the river. There were 
no works required or undertaken on Fermoy weir as part of either the North or South flood relief 
schemes for the town. 

The deterioration of the weir in recent years has had nothing to do with the flood relief 
schemes. The in-river works as part of the flood relief scheme maintained a clearance between 
the works area and the weir, thus avoiding scheme works impacting on the weir. I understand 
that it was previously confirmed that damage to the weir in 2016 at O’Neill Crowley Quay arose 
from trees being washed downstream. 
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I understand that the weir was built to service the mill building in the town and therefore it 
would have been owned and kept by the original mill owner. I understand that it was previously 
owned by the Town Council of Fermoy, and since the dissolution of the Town Council, it is 
owned by Cork County Council. The responsibility for the maintenance of the weir in Fermoy 
therefore lies with that Local Authority.

27/03/2019WRE03600Action Plan on Bullying

27/03/2019WRE03700123. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
correspondence (details supplied); his views regarding same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14413/19]

27/03/2019WRE03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The correspondence received 
addresses a very important topic, that of bullying and student wellbeing in schools. I can assure 
the Deputy that supporting student wellbeing is a priority for my Department and for schools. 

In Early Years’ Settings, children are supported in their personal and social development 
through Aistear: the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework. Within Aistear, the theme of 
Well-being aims to develop children as confident, happy and healthy young people. Within 
Goal 1 of this theme, children are encouraged to make strong attachments and develop warm 
and supportive relationships with peers, be aware of and name their own feelings, and under-
stand that others may have different feelings, be confident and self-reliant, respect themselves, 
others and the environment, and make decisions and choices about their own learning and 
development. In addition, under the theme of Identity and Belonging, children will learn to ex-
press their views and help make decisions in matters that affect them, understand the rules and 
the boundaries of acceptable behaviour, interact, work co-operatively, and help others, be aware 
of and respect others’ needs, rights and feelings, have a sense of social justice and recognise and 
deal with unfair behaviour, and demonstrate the skills of co-operation, responsibility, negotia-
tion, and conflict resolution. 

At primary level, all teachers at primary level are fully trained in the implementation of the 
Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum which is taught at all class levels. 
The curriculum provides particular opportunities to foster the personal development, wellbeing, 
and social and emotional health of the individual child. SPHE promotes intrapersonal develop-
ment by helping children to recognise, understand and accept themselves as unique individu-
als who feel valued and loved. It provides particular opportunities to nurture self-worth and 
self-confidence, helping the child to set and assess his/her own goals and to be able to manage 
his/her own behaviour. SPHE enables the child to build a sense of self-efficacy which in turn 
can increase his/her sense of personal control, promote self-awareness and enable self-directed 
learning. 

At Post-Primary level, the Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 is underpinned by eight key 
principles that inform the planning, development and implementation of junior cycle pro-
grammes in all schools. One of the principles is Wellbeing.  Wellbeing permeates a student’s 
entire junior cycle experience and is reflected in a number of the ‘Statements of Learning’ in the 
Framework. These provide learning opportunities that enhance the physical, mental, emotional 
and social wellbeing of students and enable students to build life skills and develop a strong 
sense of connectedness to the school and to their community. 

In addition to these curricular areas, learners are supported by a number of policy and prac-
tice initiatives that emphasise the reduction of bullying and the promotion of positive mental 
health. 
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The Action Plan on Bullying, published in January 2013, sets out my Department’s ap-
proach to tackling bullying and promoting an anti-bullying culture in schools. It recommended 
12 actions that focus on support for schools, teacher training, research and awareness raising 
and aim to ensure that all forms of bullying are addressed.  A number of these actions have been 
implemented in full while others by their nature involve continuous action and are the subject 
of ongoing implementation.

Arising from the Action Plan on Bullying, National Anti-Bullying Procedures for Primary 
and Post Primary schools, were published in September 2013 and are currently being imple-
mented by all 4,000 primary and post primary schools in the country.

The procedures are designed to give direction and guidance to school authorities and school 
personnel in preventing and tackling school-based bullying amongst their pupils.  The proce-
dures require that the prevention of bullying must be an integral part of a school’s anti-bullying 
policy. 

All Boards of Management are required to adopt and implement an anti-bullying policy 
that fully complies with the requirements of the procedures. The procedures include specific 
requirements in relation to the use of prevention and education strategies and the consistent 
investigation, follow up and recording of bullying behaviour.  The strategies that schools imple-
ment must be documented in the anti-bullying policy and must explicitly deal with the issue of 
identity-based bullying.  Schools’ actions to create a positive school culture and to prevent and 
tackle bullying are included in the whole school evaluation process carried out by the Depart-
ment’s Inspectorate.

Other actions included in the Action Plan on Bullying include support for anti-bullying 
awareness raising initiatives and the development and roll out of anti-bullying training mate-
rials for parents, teachers and Boards of Management.  The Department funds anti-bullying 
training for parents via the National Parent’s Council. The training sessions, which are available 
nationwide, provide supports to parents to enable them to assist their children when issues of 
bullying arise. They also inform parents about the Anti-Bullying Procedures for primary and 
post primary schools.  

Also under implementation of the Action Plan, the national anti-bullying website, www.
tacklebullying.ie was launched in 2013.  Funded by the Department, the website provides in-
formation, support and advice for students, teachers and parents on how to recognise and deal 
with bullying behaviour and allows teenagers to share experiences with their peers 

In July 2018, the DES published the Wellbeing Policy Statement and Framework for Prac-
tice, which sets out indicators of success in wellbeing promotion in our education system. It 
requires every school and centre for education to use the School Self-Evaluation (SSE) process 
to initiate a wellbeing promotion review and development cycle by 2023.

27/03/2019WRE03900Schools Building Projects Status

27/03/2019WRE04000124. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress being 
made in providing a new school building for a school (details supplied); the timeline for this 
project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14291/19]

27/03/2019WRE04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s 6 Year Con-
struction Programme.
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My Department is currently liaising with the patron of the school in relation to the delivery 
of the building project and is awaiting further contact from the patron in this regard.

27/03/2019WRF00200School Admissions

27/03/2019WRF00300125. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14304/19]

27/03/2019WRF00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The selection and enrolment 
of pupils is the responsibility of the management authorities in each individual school. My 
Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater 
for all pupils seeking places in an area. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a 
place in the school of their first choice. As schools may not have a place for every applicant, a 
selection process may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which 
it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants.  

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to  dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy the principles of equality and 
the right of parents to send their children to a school of the parent’s choice are respected.   

Under Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 where a school board of management make a 
decision to refuse enrolment, a parent/guardian can appeal that decision to the Secretary Gen-
eral of my Department. Where the appeal involves an Education and Training Board (ETB) 
school, the appeal must be made to the local ETB in the first instance. Further information on 
the Section 29 Appeals process is available on my Departments website at the following link:

https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Appeal-against-Permanent-Exclusion-Sus-
pension-or-Refusal-to-Enrol/   

In addition, the Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) 
is the legal body which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school 
placement for their child. In relation to the person referred to by the Deputy, the EWS in that 
region can be contacted at 021-2428611.

27/03/2019WRF00500Schools Building Projects Status

27/03/2019WRF00600126. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
a new 24-classroom school building project (details supplied); the timeline for completion of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14322/19]

27/03/2019WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The process of Pre-Qualifi-
cation of contractors for the project in question is underway.  For this particular project, pre-
qualification of reserved specialists for the mechanical and electrical works is also required. 
The Pre-qualification process culminates in the compilation of shortlists of suitable candidates 
for each respective discipline.  

The shortlist was submitted to my Department for review on January 11th 2019.  On January 
17th the Department reverted to the Design Team with a number of items to be actioned with 
regard to finalising the process.  The updated report was submitted to my Department on March 
06th 2019 and is currently under review.

When the Pre-Qualification process is completed the project will then be progressed to ten-
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der stage which normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. 

27/03/2019WRF00800Early Childhood Care and Education Data

27/03/2019WRF00900127. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to arrange 
for a comparison of national school enrolment and ECCE returns to ensure that there is no du-
plication of applications in cases in which a school and ECCE provider may have both claimed 
for the same child; and the procedures for ensuring that no duplication of claims will occur with 
the provision of a second year under ECCE in September 2019. [14334/19]

27/03/2019WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): National school enrolment fig-
ures are collected on an annual basis through the Primary Online Database, based on the num-
ber of pupils attending a school on 30th September of that year. The figure submitted is signed 
off on by the principal and chairperson of the board of management of the school. The records 
submitted can be, if necessary, verified against the school’s internal records of attendance.

The Department is satisfied that the information submitted as part of this process is an accu-
rate record of the pupils enrolled in and attending primary school in September of a given year. 

The ECCE scheme is under the aegis of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, and 
the returns for that scheme are a matter for that Department.

27/03/2019WRF01100School Patronage

27/03/2019WRF01200128. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the voting 
rights of parents in terms of voting to change the patronage of a school (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14346/19]

27/03/2019WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I have set out below an outline 
of the Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity Process for the Deputy’s information, the formal 
Implementation Phase of which has not yet commenced.  

It is worth noting that a transfer of patronage and consultation with school communities on 
Reconfiguration is a matter for the current patron in the first instance.  I would advise parents 
who have questions or views in this regard to discuss these with their school patron.   

The Programme for Government includes a commitment of reaching 400 multi-/non-de-
nominational schools in Ireland by the year 2030. The Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity 
Process is aimed at assisting in achieving this target by transferring existing schools from de-
nominational to multi-/non-denominational patronage in line with the wishes of the school 
community.

The process is composed of two separate and distinct phases - the Identification Phase and 
the subsequent Implementation Phase. The first Identification Phase of the phase 1 pilot process 
is nearing completion for 16 initial areas nationwide.

In the Identification Phase, each of the country’s 16 Education and Training Boards (ETBs) 
have selected an initial pilot area within their district where they consider, based on census 
data and local knowledge, there exists an oncoming demand for more diversity within the local 
educational provision. 

Surveys of parents of pre-school children have been carried out in these areas by the rel-
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evant City/County Childcare Committee on behalf of the ETBs. ETBs, having analysed the 
survey results, then draw up comprehensive reports detailing the outcomes of the surveys in 
relation to each of the 16 pilot areas. 

This forms the basis of discussions with the most prevalent patron/landowner in the area, 
which is the Catholic Bishop or Archbishop in most cases, concerning the transfer of patron-
age of an existing school(s) to meet that demand. The response by the Bishop to any identified 
oncoming demand for greater diversity of school patronage in the area is included in the report 
prepared by the ETB, for submission to my Department, who will subsequently publicly pub-
lish the reports on its website. 

It is envisaged that the Identification Phase reports from the initial areas will be published 
in the first half of this year. 

Following the completion of the Identification Phase, it is intended that the Schools Recon-
figuration for Diversity process will move into the Implementation Phase, which would involve 
the existing patron of the majority of schools in each area, i.e., the relevant Catholic Archbishop 
or Bishop, consulting with their local school communities on accommodating the oncoming 
demand for a greater diversity of patronage among the schools in their area. 

The transfer to a new patron should reflect the wishes of parents and the school community. 
The Department envisages that such consultation would include an outline of contingencies 
that may be put in place for parents who wish for their children to retain the current ethos of the 
school, having regard to local circumstances.

The Implementation Phase would also provide an opportunity for potential multi-denomi-
national and non-denominational patrons to engage in a consultative process with the existing 
school community, affording the best possible opportunity for patron bodies themselves to in-
form parents as to the unique characteristics of their schools. This may include a meeting where 
prospective patrons could provide information to the school community. 

The Implementation Phase of the process has yet to formally commence. Draft protocols 
for the Implementation Phase are at an advanced stage of development and consultation with 
Catholic Church representatives is ongoing. 

It is also possible for any school community to directly engage their current patron, outside 
of the main reconfiguration process, and to seek a transfer of patronage to a multi-denomina-
tional patron, fast-tracking the patronage reassignment.  Already the first ‘early mover’ recon-
figuration has successfully taken place, with Two-Mile Community National School in Kerry 
opening in September 2017.  I encourage any school which is seeking a transfer of patronage 
under the “Early Movers” provision to contact their school patron directly.

27/03/2019WRF01400School Curriculum

27/03/2019WRF01500129. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if students in 
a community or education and training board school in which the NCCA religious education 
course is mandatory under circular 0062/2018 have a right to opt out of that subject in line with 
Article 44.2.4o of the Constitution or section 30(2)(e) of the Education Act 1998; if provision 
will be made to exercise the right to opt out of the course in such schools; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14360/19]

27/03/2019WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Religious Education cur-
riculum designed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) is an op-
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tional examinable subject at Junior and Leaving Certificate. 

The Department does not require schools to include the NCCA-developed Religious Edu-
cation syllabuses at Junior or Senior Cycle as mandatory subjects on their curriculum. Ac-
cordingly schools have discretion to determine if they provide the subject at all or if it is to be 
mandatory or optional in any particular class group or year.  

Circular 0062/2018 issued in October 2018 to clarify that withdrawal with an offer of an 
alternative subject does not arise in relation to the NCCA Religious syllabus as the that sylla-
bus cannot be delivered by schools containing any element of religious instruction, formation, 
indoctrination  or worship of any individual religion.

Circular 0062/2018 does not in any way change or alter the right of any parent under the 
Education Act or the Constitution not to attend instruction in any subject that is contrary to the 
conscience of the parent. Under section 30 of the 1998 Education Act, a school is not required 
to provide an alternative subject. Section 30 applies to any subject where a parent may have a 
conscientious objection.    

27/03/2019WRF01700School Admissions

27/03/2019WRF01800130. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the way in which the 
constitutional right of a person (details supplied) to an appropriate education placement has 
been vindicated. [14361/19]

27/03/2019WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The selection and enrolment of 
pupils is the responsibility of the management authorities in each individual school. As schools 
may not have a place for every applicant, a selection process may be necessary. This selection 
process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy the principles of equality and 
the right of parents to send their children to a school of the parent’s choice are respected.

 Under Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 where a school board of management make a 
decision to refuse enrolment, a parent/guardian can appeal that decision to the Secretary Gen-
eral of my Department. Where the appeal involves an Education and Training Board (ETB) 
school, the appeal must be made to the local ETB in the first instance. 

My Department has recently received a number of Section 29 Appeal applications on behalf 
of the child referred to by the Deputy and these appeal applications will be processed in the 
normal way in accordance with the Procedures for Hearing and Determining Appeals. 

In relation to children with special educational needs, the National Council for Special edu-
cation (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, coor-
dinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. The 
Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been 
identified as needing special class placements. 

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.   
In this regard, the Special Education Needs Organiser (SENO) may approach individual schools 
to discuss the matter with a view to finding the optimal location in terms of convenience and 
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sustainability. This work is currently underway in the area concerned.

27/03/2019WRF02000Special Educational Needs Service Provision

27/03/2019WRF02100131. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied) for an additional ASD classroom. [14375/19]

27/03/2019WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has recently approved additional temporary accommodation to the school 
and the school authority has been advised accordingly.

27/03/2019WRF02300Schools Building Projects Status

27/03/2019WRF02400132. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of planned 
school building works at a school (details supplied). [14376/19]

27/03/2019WRF02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by the 
Deputy has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).

I can inform the Deputy that the NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a 
design team for the project. This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construc-
tion stages. While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of the 
project, the NDFA has written to the school in the past week and a “kick-off meeting” with the 
school will take place in the very near future.

27/03/2019WRF02600Schools Building Projects Expenditure

27/03/2019WRF02700133. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will con-
tribute to the costs of constructing a retaining wall between a secondary school and a commu-
nity centre at a location (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14382/19]

27/03/2019WRF02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school project referred 
to by the Deputy was devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency 
(NDFA). My officials have been in contact with the NDFA who will be engaging with the 
school authorities in respect of the matter.

27/03/2019WRF02900Teachers’ Remuneration

27/03/2019WRF03000134. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will engage 
urgently with a union (details supplied) regarding the terms and conditions of adult literacy tu-
tors regarding matters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14383/19]

27/03/2019WRF03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The matter of regularisation of 
the terms and conditions of Adult Education Tutors is currently subject to discussions under the 
auspices of the Workplace Relations Commission so it would be inappropriate of me to com-
ment on this matter at this time. 
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27/03/2019WRF03200Schools Building Projects Applications

27/03/2019WRF03300135. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is a record in 
his Department for a school (details supplied) applying to be included in a sports hall building 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14411/19]

27/03/2019WRF03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department received an application, from the school in question, for capital funding to 
build a Sports Hall.  

The National Development Plan (NDP), increased funding has been provided for the school 
sector capital investment programme.  This funding allows for a continued focus on the provi-
sion of new permanent school places to keep pace with demographic demand and also provides 
for an additional focus on the refurbishment of existing school buildings to include the building 
and modernisation of PE facilities in schools.

The immediate priority of my Department is providing 20,000 new and replacement school 
places each year, to ensure that every child has a school place. The focus in the medium will be 
on the provision of PE halls in post-primary schools. 

27/03/2019WRF03500Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

27/03/2019WRF03600136. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to reopen 
the Residential Institutions Redress Board to individual survivors who, due to personal circum-
stances, were not in a position to pursue a claim at that time. [14436/19]

27/03/2019WRF03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Redress Scheme operated 
by the Residential Institutions Redress Board which was in place for people who had suffered 
abuse in a number of scheduled institutions had an original closing date of 31st December 
2005 but the Board were able to accept applications after that closing date where exceptional 
circumstances existed.  The Board continued to accept late applications until the Residential In-
stitutions Redress (Amendment) Act, 2011 was enacted.  This legislation removed the Board’s 
power to accept late applications received on or after the 17th September 2011.   

The Redress Board accepted applications over a 9 year period and there are no plans to re-
open the scheme. 

27/03/2019WRF03800Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

27/03/2019WRF03900137. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to accom-
modate bona fide survivors who were deemed ineligible for Caranua support services on the 
basis that they did not receive redress board or court awards or settlements with religious orders 
in the first instance. [14437/19]

27/03/2019WRF04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under Section 3 of the 2012 
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act, eligibility for assistance from the Fund is confined 
to those former residents of scheduled institutions who received awards from the Residential 
Institutions Redress Board or similar awards or settlements in court proceedings and who would 
otherwise have received an award from the Redress Board.  The Residential Institutions Statu-
tory Fund is a limited fund and an eligibility review on widening access to the Fund concluded 
that the Fund was going to be fully utilised by the survivors it was designed to reach.  There 
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isn’t an alternate Fund for other survivors who were not eligible to avail of Caranua’s support 
services.  However ,there are services that all survivors can avail of and this includes the HSE’s 
counselling service which offers face-to-face appointments and is a nationwide service.   

I am conscious that access to mainstream services including the type of community and 
welfare supports provided by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection and 
the housing supports provided by the local authorities should be made as easy as possible for 
survivors.  My Department is leading on an inter-Departmental group which is examining how 
existing State services can best meet the needs of survivors into the future.  It will be informed 
by survivors experiences of mainstream services and their views.

27/03/2019WRF04100Schools Facilities

27/03/2019WRF04200138. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills the minimum 
yard space in a national school for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14455/19]

27/03/2019WRF04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provision of playspace, 
where site conditions and circumstances allow, is one of the issues considered in the architec-
tural design of new schools and major extensions. The level of facilities, including playspace, 
that can be provided in schools will therefore vary depending on the extent of classroom accom-
modation needed for the school.

In higher density urban developments, the optimum site area may not be available and green 
space guidelines are subject to space availability.  

27/03/2019WRF04400School Curriculum

27/03/2019WRF04500139. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the possibil-
ity of including Lámh (details supplied) within the school curriculum will be investigated; the 
steps being taken to raise awareness and participation levels in the use of the important non-
verbal communicative technique; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14466/19]

27/03/2019WRF04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): There are no immediate plans 
to introduce Irish Sign Language or Lámh as part of the primary curriculum but the inclusion 
of languages (including modern languages) will be considered as part of the current primary 
curriculum review. A Draft overview of the Primary Curriculum is due to be available for con-
sultation by the end of 2019. 

As part of the Junior Cycle programme schools may offer students the opportunity to take 
a small number of short courses. These courses are assessed through Classroom-Based Assess-
ment, and are reported upon to parents/guardians and students by the school.  The delivery of 
the short courses is dependent on resources available in individual schools and can vary from 
school to school. 

A new short course in Irish Sign Language (ISL) has been prepared by the Post-Primary 
Languages Initiative (PPLI) under the remit of my Department. This 100 hour course is based 
on the Generic Short Course in Modern Languages, which was also developed by the PPLI 
using the new Framework for Junior Cycle (2015) and the Junior Cycle Short Courses Draft 
Handbook ‘Developing Short Courses in Junior Cycle’ prepared by the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA).  The course provides the ‘learning statements’ and key 
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skills which all short courses are based upon. In this course, the emphasis is on developing 
communication skills in ISL at level A1 on the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages (CEFR).  Schools can choose to provide this short course as part of their Junior 
Cycle programme.  A link to the course is available at:   http://languagesinitiative.ie/images/
ISL/MFL_Gen_Spec_ISL_28_May__Short_Course.pdf 

In addition to the short course,  Irish Sign Language is an option for students who undertake 
the Leaving Certificate Applied. There is also an opportunity for students to learn Sign Lan-
guage in the course of Transition Year. ISL is currently being considered as part of the develop-
ment of the primary languages curriculum. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that my Department provides for an extensive range of supports 
to assist pupils and young persons with special educational needs, including children who are 
Deaf or hard of hearing, to ensure that children can have access to an education appropriate to 
their needs. 

Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) are allocated to primary, post-primary and special schools 
to assist schools in addressing additional care needs so as to facilitate inclusion of students with 
special educational needs. SNAs can assist in providing access to peer interaction and curricu-
lum participation for pupils who have a hearing impairment and who communicate through 
sign language or specialist training (Braille, Lámh, Sign Language, Augumentive/Alternative 
Interventions). They may also assist in the care and preparation of audiological and assistive 
technology equipment.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocates a quantum of SNA support 
for each school annually taking into account the care needs of all of the qualifying children 
enrolled in the school, and on the basis of the assessed care needs of the children, rather than 
solely by reference to a pupil’s disability categorisation. 

The criteria by which SNA support is allocated to pupils is set out in my Department’s Cir-
cular 0030/2014. The Circular explains that schools should ensure that SNAs who work with 
Deaf and hard of hearing children are equipped with the skills necessary to support the particu-
lar needs of these pupils, where required. 

The Circular also explains that, where existing SNA staff require specialist training, schools 
should ensure that the most senior SNA staff in the school are the staff that are trained in order 
to avoid a situation where staff trained in specialist skills may leave the school due to a reduc-
tion in the overall level of SNA support allocated to a school in future years.

27/03/2019WRG00200School Accommodation

27/03/2019WRG00300140. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the definition of rea-
sonable accommodation for a teacher who is diagnosed with a disability. [14467/19]

27/03/2019WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provisions regarding rea-
sonable accommodation for teachers are set out in paragraph 16, Chapter 3 of the Sick Leave 
Scheme contained in the ‘Terms and Conditions of Employment for Registered Teachers in 
Recognised Primary and Post Primary Schools’.  This paragraph states:- 

“The Employment Equality Acts require employers to take reasonable steps to accommo-
date the needs of employees and prospective employees with disabilities.  Reasonable accom-
modation typically involves some modification to the tasks/structure of a job or workplace 
environment, which would enable such an employee to fully perform their work role and enjoy 
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equal employment opportunities. An employer will make reasonable adjustments for teachers 
who have a disability, or who have acquired a disability, to have reasonable accommodation 
made to facilitate their return to work. However, employers are not obliged to provide special 
treatment or facilities if the cost of doing so is excessive or disproportionate. The employer 
should explore in conjunction with the teacher and the OHS any appropriate enabling options, 
for example: (these examples are not exhaustive): 

- Making reasonable adjustments to the school building and/or working space 

- Acquiring relevant equipment or modifying existing equipment  

- Partial Return to Work as detailed below”  

Under Section 24 of the Education Act, 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment 
Act, 2012) the employer is the Education and Training Board (ETB) for vocational schools/
community colleges, community national schools and the Board of Management/Manager in 
the case of primary (excluding community national schools) voluntary secondary, community 
and comprehensive schools. 

27/03/2019WRG00500School Transport Provision

27/03/2019WRG00600141. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a 1967 transportation agreement (details supplied) facilitating a specific route 
serving an open school and a closed school; if he has evidence of the agreement; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14510/19]

27/03/2019WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

School Transport services under the ‘Closed School Rule’ had their origin in the amalgama-
tion of primary schools in the late 1960’s. It was the practice in the case of such amalgamations 
to provide transport to the amalgamated schools and it is likely that this was conveyed as part 
of the overall process. Given that there were in excess of 800 schools covered by such amalga-
mations, and given the time removed since the date of many of these amalgamations, it is not 
feasible to source individual school records.

A number of changes to the School Transport Scheme were introduced in Budget 2011, 
which derived from recommendations in the Value for Money Review of the Scheme.  These 
changes encompassed a number of elements and included the cessation of the ‘Closed/Central 
School Rule’ at primary level.  

In general, children at primary level are now eligible for school transport where they reside 
not less than 3.2 kilometres from and are attending their nearest national school as determined 
by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language. 

The terms of the Primary School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national basis. 

27/03/2019WRG00800Garda Deployment
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27/03/2019WRG00900142. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of additional gardaí that have been allocated to the western division in each of the years 2015 to 
2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14306/19]

27/03/2019WRG01000143. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí that have been allocated to the western division directly from Templemore Training 
College in each of years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14307/19]

27/03/2019WRG01100144. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of gardaí allocated to the western division as of 20 March 2019 compared with 20 March 2015; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14308/19]

27/03/2019WRG01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 142 to 144, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, the manner in which the resources of the Garda Síochána are de-
ployed is solely a matter for the Garda Commissioner and his management team and I, as Min-
ister, have no direct role in this regard.

Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in the con-
text of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made of these 
resources.

I am informed by the Commissioner that the Cohort model of resource allocation is cur-
rently utilised for the general allocation of personnel within An Garda Síochána, including 
newly attested probationer Gardaí from the Garda College. The allocation and transfer of Garda 
Personnel using the Cohort Model is determined by a number of factors, including crime and 
non-crime workload, minimum establishment, population, area, policing arrangements, opera-
tional strategies and transfers applications, including welfare issues. When allocations are tak-
ing place, comprehensive consultation is carried out with Local Management during which all 
factors are taken into consideration. Where a deficiency in resources is identified the matter is 
considered fully and addressed accordingly.

I am advised by the Commissioner that the Garda strength of the Galway Division on 31 
January 2019, the latest date for which figures are readily available was 606. There are also 28 
Garda Reserves and 77 Garda civilian staff attached to the Galway Division. When appropriate, 
the work of local Gardaí is supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda 
National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, almost 2,600 Garda recruits 
have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, of whom 41 members have been assigned 
to the Galway Division.

In relation to the allocation of newly attested Gardaí, it is important to keep in mind that 
they have a further 16 months of practical and class-room based training to complete in order to 
receive their BA in Applied Policing.  To ensure that they are properly supported and supervised 
and have opportunities to gain the breadth of policing experience required, the Commissioner’s 
policy is to allocate them to specially designated training stations which have the required 
training and development structures and resources in place, including trained Garda tutors and 
access to a permanently appointed supervisory Sergeant who is thoroughly familiar with their 
responsibilities under the training programme. While not all Garda Stations are training sta-
tions, it is important to note that the allocation of probationer Gardaí to a Divisional training 
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station facilitates the reassignment of Gardaí to other stations within the Division, if required, 
by the Divisional Officer. 

The Government remains committed to the recruitment of additional Gardaí and accord-
ingly has increased the budget for An Garda Síochána to €1.76 billion for 2019, which includes 
provision for the recruitment of up to 800 Gardaí this year. The Commissioner has now in-
formed me that he plans to recruit a total of 600 trainee Gardaí in 2019 and 600 Garda Civilian 
Staff.  This Garda Staff recruitment will allow the Commissioner to redeploy a further 500 fully 
trained Gardaí from administrative duties to frontline policing in 2019. 

I believe that the injection of this large number of experienced officers into the field, along 
with the new recruits, will be really beneficial in terms of protecting communities. This and on-
going recruitment will clearly provide the Commissioner with the resources needed to deploy 
increasing numbers of Gardaí to deliver a visible effective and responsive policing service to 
communities across all Garda Divisions.

The Garda strength of the Galway Division from 2009 to 31 January 2019 as provided by 
the Garda Commissioner is available on my Department’s website through the link below.

Garda Numbers 2009-2019

The information requested by the Deputy regarding the number of newly attested Gardaí 
who were assigned to the Galway Division since recruitment recommenced, as provided by the 
Garda Commissioner, is available on my Department’s website through the link below.

Probationer Gardaí 2014-2019

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link below:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures  

27/03/2019WRG01500Money Laundering

27/03/2019WRG01600145. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of suspi-
cious transaction reports that have been made to his Department on an annual basis in each of 
the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019; his role in ensuring high-cash businesses comply 
with the Criminal Justice Act 2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14317/19]

27/03/2019WRG01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Suspicious Transaction 
Reports

My Department has no role in relation to the submission of Suspicious Transaction Reports, 
which are made to the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) of An Garda Síochána and to the Rev-
enue Commissioners, by designated entities under the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering 
and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 (as amended). Up-to-date figures as to the numbers of STRs 
submitted to the FIU have been requested from An Garda Síochána and I will provide them to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.

Compliance with the Criminal Justice Act 2013

The Anti-Money Laundering Compliance Unit in the Department of Justice and Equality is 
responsible for ensuring compliance with certain elements of national Money Laundering and 
Terrorist Financing legislation. 
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The Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010, as amended 
by the Criminal Justice Act 2013 and the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist 
Financing) (Amendment) Act 2018, consolidated Ireland’s existing anti-money laundering and 
terrorist financing laws and transposed the Third and Fourth EU Anti-Money Laundering Direc-
tives.

The Anti-Money Laundering Compliance Unit (AMLCU) has been established within the 
Department to administer the functions of the competent authority under the Acts. A number of 
competent authorities are designated by the Acts, with responsibility for specific sub-sectors of 
businesses designated under the Acts. The AMLCU is the competent authority for

 -  high value cash traders such as car sales and jewellers etc

 -  trust or company service providers

 -  private members gaming clubs

 -  unregulated accountants/tax advisers.

The AMLCU pursues a risk-based approach to supervision.  This means that, following 
inspections, entities/businesses are assigned one of four risk ratings (low, medium-low, medi-
um-high or high) in accordance with a scoring template containing a range of questions.  This 
rating, along with information on compliance levels within the different sectors, forms the basis 
for the prioritisation of inspections on an annual basis. 

Compliance monitoring inspections are carried out by AMLCU on an ongoing basis. The 
businesses involved include high value cash traders such as car sales and jewellers etc., trust 
or company service providers, private members gaming clubs and unregulated accountants/tax 
advisers. 

Many other agencies have a significant role in the issue of combatting money-laundering; 
these include the Department of Finance, Central Bank, Revenue Commissioners, certain pro-
fessional regulatory bodies and An Garda Síochána. 

The AMLCU continues to hold industry outreach events to inform industry stakeholders of 
their obligations to comply and how to do so. These events are welcomed and well attended by 
industry representatives. The most recent event was held on March 22nd and was specifically 
targeted at high value goods dealers. 

27/03/2019WRG01800Money Laundering

27/03/2019WRG01900146. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is a formal 
working group between the Central Bank, the Revenue Commissioners and his Department on 
sharing important information that can be obtained from suspicious transaction reports; the fre-
quency with which meetings are held between the Central Bank, the Revenue Commissioners 
and his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14318/19]

27/03/2019WRG02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Under the Criminal Jus-
tice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 (as amended), designated entities 
are required to file Suspicious Transaction Reports (STRs) to the Financial Intelligence Unit of 
An Garda Síochána and to the Revenue Commissioners. 

The Central Bank of Ireland and the Department of Justice and Equality have no direct role 
in relation to STRs. 
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No formal working group of the type described by the Deputy exists. However, both the 
Central Bank of Ireland and the Department of Justice and Equality, along with the other State 
agencies tasked with combatting money laundering, are members of the Anti-Money Launder-
ing Steering Committee (AMLSC), a multi-agency body chaired by the Department of Finance.  

 The AMLSC’s membership includes the Central Bank, the Department of Justice and 
Equality, the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) within the Garda National Economic Crime Bu-
reau (GNECB), the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, the Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP), the Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB), as well as a number of other relevant Departments 
and bodies.  

The AMLSC meets regularly, with its meetings aligned to the working schedule of the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force. 

27/03/2019WRG02100Residency Permits

27/03/2019WRG02200147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for leave to remain in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14330/19]

27/03/2019WRG02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/03/2019WRG02400Naturalisation Applications

27/03/2019WRG02500148. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of an applica-
tion for citizenship by a person (details supplied); and when a decision will issue in respect of 
same. [14362/19]

27/03/2019WRG02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible. Should further documentation be required it will be requested from 
the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
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preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/03/2019WRG02700Garda Vetting Applications

27/03/2019WRG02800149. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regard-
ing a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14366/19]

27/03/2019WRG02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will un-
derstand, given the nature of the functions of the Irish Prison Service, it is necessary for checks, 
secondary and in addition to vetting, to be carried out on persons considered for employment.

These checks can take time to complete for a variety of reasons, depending on the individual 
case.  However, I can assure the Deputy that every effort is made to expedite this process to the 
greatest extent possible and to ensure that there is no undue delay arising.

I have been in contact with the Garda Authorities to make the necessary enquiries in respect 
of the individual case the Deputy has raised and I will correspond directly with the Deputy 
when they have been completed. 

27/03/2019WRG03000Missing Persons

27/03/2019WRG03100150. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position re-
garding the use of sniffer dogs when searching for missing persons; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14374/19]

27/03/2019WRG03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The use of sniffer dogs, 
in relation to the search for missing persons, is a matter for An Garda Síochána. However, to be 
of assistance, I have sought a report into the matter.

I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of said report.

27/03/2019WRG03300Naturalisation Applications

27/03/2019WRG03400151. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person (de-
tails supplied) applied for and was granted citizenship; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14384/19]

27/03/2019WRG03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that they have no record of an 
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application for naturalisation under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, 
from the person referred to by the Deputy.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/03/2019WRG03600Crime Data

27/03/2019WRG03700152. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons arrested for cannabis-related offences in each of the years 2013 to 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14385/19]

27/03/2019WRG03800153. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of can-
nabis grow house seizures in each of the years 2013 to 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14386/19]

27/03/2019WRG03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 152 and 153 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, data of this nature is the responsibility of the Garda Commis-
sioner.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that the information he requested is not available 
in the manner specified as the offences are not categorised in such a manner on PULSE. 

Data on drugs generally is provided in PULSE incidents recorded by An Garda Síochána.  
Table 1 (2013 - 2018) attached relates to Drug Offences, including Simple Possession; Pos-
session of Drugs for Sale or Supply; Importation of Drugs and Cultivation or Manufacture of 
Drugs. Table 2 (2013 -2018) attached relates to Cultivation or Manufacture of Drugs Offences. 

I can inform the Deputy that intelligence-led operations have resulted in the recent discov-
ery by An Garda Síochána of a number of grow houses, including cannabis material with an 
estimated street value of €235,000 in Carlow; and material with an estimated street value of 
€40,000 in Louth.

Table 1 - PULSE incidents recorded* for Drug Offences including Simple Possession; Pos-
session of Drugs for Sale or Supply; Importation of Drugs and Cultivation or Manufacture of 
Drugs for the past six years, from 2013 to 2018

Year Number of Individuals
2013 12,695
2014 12,683
2015 12,221
2016 13,257
2017 14,261
2018 15,462

Table 2 - PULSE incidents recorded* for Cultivation or Manufacture of Drugs Offences for 
the past six years, from 2013 to 2018
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Year Number of Incidents
2013 419
2014 360
2015 251
2016 272
2017 265
2018 211
*Information is based on operational data as of 26 March 2019, and is provisional and 

subject to change.

27/03/2019WRG04100Crime Data

27/03/2019WRG04200154. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons imprisoned for cannabis-related offences in each of the years 2013 to 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14387/19]

27/03/2019WRG04300155. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons with no previous convictions that were imprisoned for cannabis-related offences in each of 
the years 2013 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14388/19]

27/03/2019WRG04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 154 and 155 together.

I am advised by my officials in the Irish Prison Service that it is not possible to provide sta-
tistics relating specifically to cannabis related offences as the manner in which records are col-
lated does not allow them to differentiate between the type of substance the offence relates to. 

The Irish Prison Service have further advised that it does not record data in the format re-
quested in relation to the number of persons with no previous convictions that were imprisoned 
for cannabis related offences.   

27/03/2019WRH00300Legal Aid Service Data

27/03/2019WRH00400156. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons tried for cannabis-related offences that sought free legal aid in each of the years 2013 to 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14389/19]

27/03/2019WRH00500157. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost of free legal 
aid for those tried for cannabis-related offences in each of the years 2013 to 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14390/19]

27/03/2019WRH00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 156 and 157 together.

The Deputy will be aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, man-
agement of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  
Section 4(3) of the 1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance 
of its functions, which includes the provision of statistics. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that  the information sought by the Deputy cannot be provided 
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as statistics in respect of drugs offences are not recorded in such a way as to tell the category of 
drugs e.g. cannabis.  In light of this, it is not possible to provide the information sought regard-
ing legal aid for cannabis related offences.

27/03/2019WRH00800Crime Data

27/03/2019WRH00900158. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average sentence 
for those imprisoned for cannabis-related offences in each of the years 2013 to 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14391/19]

27/03/2019WRH01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the re-
sponsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) of the 1998 
Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions, which 
includes the provision of statistics. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that  the information sought by the Deputy cannot be provided 
as statistics on record refer to drugs offences generally and are not categorised by the type of 
drug.

27/03/2019WRH01100Crime Data

27/03/2019WRH01200159. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of canna-
bis-related offences before the Court of Appeal in each of the years 2013 to 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14392/19]

27/03/2019WRH01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan):  The Deputy will be 
aware that, under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is 
the responsibility of the Courts Service and I have no role in the matter.  Section 4(3) of the 
1998 Act provides that the Courts Service is independent in the performance of its functions, 
which includes the provision of statistics. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that  the records of the Court of Appeal are not maintained in 
such a way as to facilitate an answer to this question. It would be necessary to conduct a manual 
check of each appeal heard during the period concerned where a drugs offence was the subject 
of the conviction and/or sentence under appeal and it is not feasible to do so.  The position is the 
same in relation to records of the Court of Criminal Appeal for appeals heard by that Court in 
2013 and up to the 28th October 2014 when the Court of Appeal was established and inherited 
the jurisdiction previously exercisable by the Court of Criminal Appeal. 

27/03/2019WRH01400Crime Data

27/03/2019WRH01500160. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the street value of 
cannabis seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2013 to 2018; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14393/19]

27/03/2019WRH01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The information request-
ed by the Deputy is provided in the attached table from data available in the 2013 to 2017 an-
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nual reports of An Garda Síochána, the 2018 annual report is not yet published.

The continued disruption of the supply of all illicit drugs remains a priority for An Garda 
Síochána and the other state agencies tasked with responsibilities in this regard. An Garda 
Síochána remains resolute in its determination to act against those within society who pose a 
significant threat to the welfare and well-being of our citizens and the communities they serve.  
A core focus of the work carried out by An Garda Síochána is aimed at tackling drug distribu-
tion and organised crime.

In this regard, recent intelligence-led operations have resulted in significant drugs seizures 
by An Garda Síochána, including a seizure of cannabis herb with an estimated street value of 
€200,000 in Longford in February; and a seizure of cannabis herb with an estimated street value 
of €360,000 in Dublin earlier this month.

Tabular Statement

Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Cannabis Herb 
(grams/mls/
plant)

925,883 1,226,027 558,678 479,695 2,597,258

Value €18,517,659.00 €24,520,543.00 €11,173,554.00 €9,593,907.00 €53,290,457.00
Cannabis 
Plants* (grams/
mls/plant)

28,851 15,463 12,539 7,273 9,046

Value €23,080,800.00 €12,370,400.00 €10,031,084.00 €5,818,247.00 €7,237,175.00
Cannabis 
Resin(grams/
mls/plant)

624,566 528,756 263,363 59,089 79,007

Value €3,747,395.00 €3,172,534.00 €1,580,178.00 €354,533.00 €593,945.00

Yearly Total €45,345,854.00 €40,063,477.00 €22,784,816.00 €15,766,687.00 €61,121,577.00

* Cannabis plants are calculated based on figures recorded on PULSE as not all plants 
seized are routinely sent to the FSL.

27/03/2019WRH01700Restorative Justice

27/03/2019WRH01800161. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 167 of 13 March 2019, if the pilot programme referred to was written up and 
evaluated; and if not, the reason therefor. [14394/19]

27/03/2019WRH01900162. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamenta-
ry Question No. 167 of 13 March 2019, if all four cases in which requests for restorative justice 
were received by the Probation Service resulted in victim and offender mediation. [14395/19]

27/03/2019WRH02000163. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if consideration will be 
given to establishing a stand-alone restorative justice service in view of the fact that the Proba-
tion Service is strongly aligned in the public mind with offenders (details supplied) [14396/19]

27/03/2019WRH02100164. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 167 of 13 March 2019, if he is satisfied that the existence of the dedicated 
restorative justice and victim services unit has been sufficiently widely advertised; and if a 
survey of victims has been conducted since its establishment to ascertain if knowledge of its 
existence is widespread. [14397/19]
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27/03/2019WRH02200165. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 167 of 13 March 2019, the options for restorative justice available to victims 
in circumstances in which the offender is not known to the Probation Service. [14398/19]

27/03/2019WRH02300166. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the recommendations contained in a study (details supplied); and if consideration 
will be given to implementing them as a matter of urgency in order to improve the availability 
of restorative justice services here. [14399/19]

27/03/2019WRH02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 161 to 166, inclusive, together.

Ways of dealing more effectively with the impact that crime has on its victims have long 
been the subject of discussion and  research. One intervention methodology which has devel-
oped as a response to criminal offending is victim-centred restorative justice.  It is a methodol-
ogy which, by its very nature, is evolving and developing further in response to the challenges 
facing the criminal justice system.

 The Probation Service has for many years played a key role in the delivery of restorative 
justice practice as part of its overall mission of reducing re-offending and further victimisation 
in our communities. It is engaged in work in courts, communities and prisons. On any given 
day, up to 10,000 offenders, who are at different stages in the criminal justice process, are 
registered with the Probation Service.  Although victims of crime may initiate a request for a 
restorative justice intervention at any stage in the criminal justice process, the interventions take 
place post-conviction. The interventions are part of court assessment and court orders, includ-
ing community and prison based sanctions.   

In the details supplied with this question, the Deputy refers to the recommendations con-
tained in a study called “Sexual Trauma and Abuse: Restorative and Transformation Possibili-
ties?” published in 2014.  This study examined the potential of restorative justice to address the 
aftermath of sexual trauma and violence.  Officials in my Department subsequently met with 
the author of the report and a research consultant to discuss the findings of the research.  At that 
meeting, a case was made for establishing a stand-alone restorative justice service; one of the 
arguments being that the Probation Service is aligned in the public mind with offenders, not 
victims.  

Following consideration of the matter, the then Minister took the view that the restorative 
justice model was properly located within the Probation Service. This view was informed by 
the expertise and skills of the service in working to reduce offending and victimisation in our 
communities, with the victim at the centre of this work.  The Probation Service has been provid-
ing restorative justice services since the late 1990s through experienced and trained staff and 
in collaboration with its dedicated Community Based Organisations.  I too am satisfied that the 
Probation Service has the expertise to continue its work in reducing offending and victimisation 
in our communities, including through the restorative justice model.  

After the meeting with the authors of the 2014 Report, the then Minister asked the Proba-
tion Service to examine and make a proposal for the provision of a restorative Justice pilot 
programme for victims of sexual crime.  In 2015 the Probation Service established a small 
two-year pilot programme, under the auspices of its Victim Services Team, to respond to re-
quests from victims of sexual crime for victim-offender mediation.  The pilot operated within a 
dedicated national structure, with all services provided by trained, experienced staff  and with 
appropriate oversight and support.  A review of the programme was undertaken by the Proba-
tion Service, covering the period September, 2015 to January, 2018.  Its conclusions were that:
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 -  A timely and effective response was provided to all requests for victim offender media-
tion.

 -  The availability of structured protocols to guide implementation was critical to ensuring 
effective and accountable practice.

 -  There is a need to ensure that there is an even spread of expertise across prisons and com-
munity.

 -  The provision of supervision and the use of peer support was central to the pilot and criti-
cal to safe and effective interventions.

 -  Liaison with partner agencies and NGOs was positive.

A dedicated Restorative Justice and Victim Services Unit in the Probation Service, with a 
national remit, commenced operation in September, 2018.  This Unit provides leadership and 
support for the consistent delivery of restorative justice models across the organisation.  The 
work of this Unit will continue to support and monitor the safe and effective delivery of restor-
ative justice services to victims.

In my response to Dáil Question No. 167 of 13 March, 2019, I said that between January 
2016 and January 2018 four requests for mediation were received under the pilot scheme.  It 
would not be appropriate for me to indicate if all four cases resulted in victim-offender me-
diation. This is because, while the process is entirely confidential and facilitated by trained 
staff, the numbers are small enough to allow for identification of the individuals involved. As 
a general point, the process is wholly voluntary with either of the parties having the option to 
withdraw at any stage.  

As to whether the existence of the dedicated restorative justice and victim services unit has 
been sufficiently widely advertised, there is on-going collaboration with victim advocacy or-
ganisations to facilitate contact by victims, as well as collaboration with other criminal justice 
agencies, such as An Garda Síochána and the Irish Prisons Service.  

The Probation Service engages in other activities both to advertise its work in this area and 
to learn from restorative practices elsewhere.  For example, it held a seminar on the subject of 
restorative justice during International Restorative Justice week last November.  The subject 
was also discussed with a number of advocacy groups at an event on 22 February, 2019 to 
mark European Day for Victims of Crime. The Probation Service also made a presentation at a 
conference on Restorative Justice held in Maynooth University on 1 March, 2019. This confer-
ence served as the Irish launch of a four year project called “Restorative Justice: Strategies for 
Change”   which is taking place in nine other European countries.

27/03/2019WRH03000Fines Data

27/03/2019WRH03100167. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number and 
amount of fines that were outstanding to the Court Service at the beginning of each of the years 
2014 to 2018; the number and value of fines issued by the courts in the course of each of these 
years; the number and amount of fines collected by the Courts Service in the same period; the 
outstanding number and value of fines at the end of each of these years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14414/19]

27/03/2019WRH03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department is com-
piling the information in relation to this matter from the Courts Service and I will contact the 
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Deputy directly as soon as I have the information to hand.

27/03/2019WRH03300Direct Provision Data

27/03/2019WRH03400168. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the num-
ber of persons with a registered disability residing in the direct provision system; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14423/19]

27/03/2019WRH03500Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Health services for protection applicants residing in RIA accommodation are mainstreamed.  
As such, protection applicants are linked with primary care, are entitled to a medical card while 
residing in RIA accommodation and have a waiver of prescription charges. Applicants access 
health services through the same referral pathways as Irish citizens including referral to dis-
ability services.

RIA work closely with the HSE to ensure that protection applicants are accommodated in 
locations where their medical needs can be met.  RIA and the HSE work collaboratively to 
ensure that any special accommodation arrangements (i.e. ground floor accommodation, wheel-
chair accessible facilities etc.) are in place prior to dispersal where necessary.

While the HSE will collaborate with RIA regarding specific accommodation needs, the in-
dividual retains their right to medical confidentiality.  As such the information provided to RIA 
will be related to the person’s needs and not their medical condition. 

For this reason RIA does not maintain statistics on the number of persons with a disability 
residing in direct provision accommodation.  

27/03/2019WRH03600Services for People with Disabilities

27/03/2019WRH03700169. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the provi-
sions in place to support persons with a disability living in the direct provision system; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14424/19]

27/03/2019WRH03800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Applicants for international protection are offered accommodation by the Reception and Inte-
gration Agency (RIA) of my Department.  If an applicant chooses to accept this offer they will, 
in normal circumstances, be first brought to the Balseskin Reception Centre, Dublin.  Here, 
they will be offered a health assessment by the on-site HSE team which comprises a nurse, 
nurse specialist, area medical officer, GPs, social worker and psychologist.  This ensures that 
applicants can be assessed for any special reception needs that they may have before they are 
designated an accommodation centre.  

On occasion, due to capacity issues, it is not always possible to immediately accommodate 
new arrivals in Balseskin and they are offered emergency accommodation in hotels and guest 
houses secured by RIA.  Safetynet, on behalf of the HSE, carries out health screening in a num-
ber of these emergency accommodation locations. 

RIA works closely with the HSE screening team and with Safetynet to ensure that protec-
tion applicants are then dispersed to locations where their medical needs can be met.  We also 
work collaboratively to ensure that any special accommodation arrangements (i.e. ground floor 
accommodation, wheelchair accessible facilities etc.) are in place as required. 
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It is important to note that services for protection applicants (including health services) are 
mainstreamed.  Protection applicants are linked with primary care, are entitled to a medical card 
while residing in RIA accommodation and have a waiver of prescription charges. Applicants 
access health services through the same referral pathways as Irish citizens including referral to 
disability services.

Every effort is made to ensure that residents’ specific needs are met.  Where more intensive 
care needs are required, such cases are referred to the HSE. 

27/03/2019WRJ00200Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

27/03/2019WRJ00300170. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a review of 
the appointment requests system at the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service can be car-
ried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14438/19]

27/03/2019WRJ00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that a new online appoint-
ments system is currently being developed which should be operational later this year.  

The new on-line appointment system will be more secure than the current system, which 
will make it less vulnerable to abuse by third parties who seek to book appointments and sell 
them to customers.  It will also be more user friendly, making it easier for customers to book 
appointments.

27/03/2019WRJ00500Irish Sign Language

27/03/2019WRJ00600171. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Irish 
Sign Language interpreting hours provided to the Irish Prison Service in 2011. [14474/19]

27/03/2019WRJ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that the information requested by the Deputy is not readily 
available and would require manual examination of paper files for the year 2011, which would 
involve a disproportionate amount of staff time and resources to retrieve, collate and verify.

27/03/2019WRJ00800Central Statistics Office Reports

27/03/2019WRJ00900172. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Central 
Statistics Office will commence the sexual abuse and violence in Ireland survey; when the sur-
vey will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14507/19]

27/03/2019WRJ01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): On 20th November 2018, 
the Government approved a new national survey on the prevalence of sexual violence in Ire-
land. Following this, the Department of Justice and Equality and the Central Statistics Office 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding on 10th January 2019 regarding the undertaking of 
the survey.

The CSO has now begun the preparatory work on the large scale survey, called the Sexual 
Violence Survey (SVS), which will look in detail at the experience of sexual violence and abuse 
for both women and men in Ireland, with repeat surveys every decade.
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This is a large and complex survey. The Government’s expert Scoping Group report made 
clear that delivering a survey that met the highest standards would be a significant undertaking 
and a multi-annual project.

I am aware that some concern has been expressed about how long it will take to complete 
the survey, but I believe it is vitally important that the survey is done in the right way. I want to 
ensure that the State undertakes an ongoing programme of research of the highest quality, in a 
sensitive and ethical way, to ensure a robust set of data to inform Government policy.  The com-
plexities and timeframes involved have been acknowledged by several of the NGOs involved 
in the sector.

The CSO, the expertise and professionalism of which is widely acknowledged, has provided 
an estimated timeline of up to five years for completion, including a full first year of technical 
research, design, specialist training and preparation. The preparatory phase will also involve a 
stakeholder consultation process, consideration of best international practice and the conduct-
ing of a full pilot survey in the field in 2020.

The CSO has indicated it will be in a position to give further certainty on completion date, 
timelines and costs after it finalises its preliminary work in 2019. The provision of reliable, 
robust, objective and internationally comparable information requires that the planning and 
execution of this survey is undertaken in a professional and comprehensive manner. To do oth-
erwise may compromise the quality of the resulting data. Therefore, the anticipated extensive 
duration of the new Sexual Violence Survey (SVS) is necessary to ensure that all aspects of the 
survey are undertaken and completed to the highest possible standard.

Funding of €150,000 has been provided for the work in 2019 and the Government has 
agreed in principle to fund the rest of the project which has the strong support of both myself 
and my colleagues in Cabinet. 

27/03/2019WRJ01100Work Permits Applications

27/03/2019WRJ01200173. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion further to Parliamentary Question No. 128 of 7 March 2019, the specific requirements 
applicable to qualify for a work permit in the case of a person (details supplied); if the case is 
deemed sufficient to request an appeal in respect of the previous decision; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14344/19]

27/03/2019WRJ01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that an application for a General 
Employment Permit in respect of the named individual was received on 15 January 2019. 

On 26 February 2019, this application was refused because the named individual was in the 
State without current immigration permission from the Minister or Justice and Equality.

In addition to being informed of the decision to refuse this application, the applicant was 
also informed that he had 28 days to request a review of this decision.  As no such review was 
requested within this timeframe, this matter is now closed. 

A refusal to grant an employment permit does not preclude an applicant from submitting 
another application for a new employment permit.  Such an application should comply with all 
of the legislative requirements for the particular employment permit type.  

In order to assist with the application process, the Department has produced a suite of in-



27 March 2019

61

formation to assist in the application process including various checklist documents, a ‘User 
Guide’ to our online application system and a comprehensive FAQ Document which answers 
the most common queries received regarding employment permits.  All this information can be 
found in the Employment Permit section of my Department’s website at www.dbei.gov.ie.   

Finally, it should be noted that my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality, has re-
sponsibility for issuing immigration permissions and visas.  

27/03/2019WRJ01400Work Permits Appeals

27/03/2019WRJ01500174. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation the reason a work permit application has been refused in the case of a person (details 
supplied); if their appeal has been lodged; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14358/19]

27/03/2019WRJ01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department informs me that the named individual applied 
for a General Employment Permit on 2 January 2019.  On 21 March 2019, this application was 
refused for the following reasons:

- The applicant did not provide essential required documentation including a copy of signed 
Contract of Employment and documents from Revenue.

- The remuneration level stated in the application form was below that required for the em-
ployment permit. The applicant must be earning €30,000 for a 39 hour week.

- Failure to fulfil the Labour Market Needs Test.  Details in relation to remuneration and 
hours of work placed in the advertisements must be the same as those details provided in the 
application.

- The applicant did not provide evidence of the required experience for the employment 
concerned.  A chef de partie requires at least two years experience to be eligible for an employ-
ment permit.

In addition to being notified of this decision and the reasons for the decision, the applicant 
was also informed that he had twenty-eight days to request a review of this decision.  My of-
ficials inform me that, to-date, no such review has been requested.

A refusal to grant an employment permit does not preclude an applicant from submitting 
another application for an employment permit. Such an application should comply with all of 
the legislative requirements for the particular employment permit type.

In order to assist with the application process, the Department has produced a suite of in-
formation including details on how to carry out the Labour Market Needs Test and a “Checklist 
document for Chefs” which, if followed, should result in the granting of an employment permit.  
This information can be found in the Employment Permit section of my Department’s website 
at www.dbei.gov.ie.

27/03/2019WRJ01700Action Plan for Jobs

27/03/2019WRJ01800175. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when the midlands regional enterprise plan steering committee commenced its work; the chair-
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person of this organisation; the membership; the way in which they were selected; the frequen-
cy of meetings; if there will be a report published for the end of each calendar year; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14377/19]

27/03/2019WRJ01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Midlands Regional Enterprise Plan to 2020 is an enterprise focused document that is the result 
of a refresh and refocus of the Midlands Regional Action Plans for Jobs 2015-2017 (RAPJ) to 
ensure its relevance and impact out to 2020, so that it continues to deliver jobs across the Mid-
lands region and can be robust to address the challenges we face, including Brexit.

I launched the new Regional Enterprise Plan to 2020 for the Midlands on the 6th February 
in Mountmellick, Co. Laois. This was the first of nine Regional Enterprise Plans that I launched 
during February and March. The first Steering Committee meeting for the Midlands under the 
new Plan will take on the 28th March 2019.  

Dr Anne Cusack, Managing Director of Critical Healthcare is the Chair of the Midlands 
Regional Steering Committee. I appointed Dr Cusack to the role of Chair in July 2018, as suc-
cessor to Mr Pat Gallagher, Chief Executive of Westmeath Co. Council. 

It will be a matter for the Chair and Committee members to decide on the frequency of 
meetings however I can advise the Deputy that there will be formal biannual meetings of the 
Steering Committee for the period of the Plan. 

In addition, I will meet with the Chairs of all nine Regional Steering Committees collec-
tively later this year to discuss progress on the Plans. The Committee through its Chair will 
provide a formal Progress Report to my Department at the end of 2019 and 2020, which will 
be published.

The Regional Steering Committee for the Midlands is the same (renamed) Implementation 
Committee established by my Department under the previous Regional Action Plan for Jobs 
2015-2017. Membership of the Committee under the old RAPJs was drawn from industry, local 
authorities, Enterprise Agencies, the education sector, and other key stakeholders and agen-
cies.  Locally based ‘enterprise champions’ are also appointed to each Regional Implementation 
Committee to work with the public bodies on the implementation of the Regional Action Plan 
for Jobs.  

My Department is currently in the process of re-confirming the membership of the Regional 
Steering Committee and the ‘enterprise champions’ that will operate under the new Regional 
Enterprise Plan. To date, the following is the composition of the Regional Steering Committee 
which will be subject to some update over the coming weeks that will reflect the focus in the 
new Plan and address any personnel changes in the respective organisations:

 -  Enterprise Champions (to be confirmed) 

 -  Laois County Council 

 -  Longford County Council 

 -  Offaly County Council 

 -  Westmeath County Council 

 -  Enterprise Ireland 

 -  IDA Ireland 
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 -  Local Enterprise Office  Laois 

 -  Local Enterprise Office  Longford 

 -  Local Enterprise Office  Offaly 

 -  Local Enterprise Office  Westmeath 

 -  Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly 

 -  Regional Skills Forum – Midland Region 

 -  Laois & Offaly Education & Training Board 

 -  Longford & Westmeath Education & Training Board 

 -  Athlone Institute of Technology 

 -  Fáilte Ireland 

 -  InterTradeIreland 

 -  Bord Bia 

 -  Bord Na Móna 

 -  Coillte 

 -  Teagasc 

 -  Waterways Ireland 

 -  Ibec 

 -  Department of Business, Enterprise & Innovation 

 -  Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 

 -  Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 

 -  Department of Rural and Community Development

27/03/2019WRJ02000Long-Term Illness Scheme

27/03/2019WRJ02100176. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the terms of reference for the 
review of the long-term illness scheme; if the review will include particular patient groups; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14288/19]

27/03/2019WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to inform the Deputy that the LTI 
scheme will be included in the review of the current eligibility framework, including the basis 
for existing hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under commitments given in the 
Sláintecare Implementation Strategy. It is expected that all relevant stakeholders will be con-
sulted in the course of that review. 

27/03/2019WRJ02300Hospital Accommodation Provision
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27/03/2019WRJ02400177. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the provi-
sion of a 20-bed cystic fibrosis inpatient unit at Beaumont Hospital; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14289/19]

27/03/2019WRJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to the issues you raised concerning the proposed purpose built cystic 
fibrosis in-patient facility at Beaumont University Hospital.

27/03/2019WRJ02600Hospital Appointments Status

27/03/2019WRJ02700178. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment with a consultant at University Hospital Waterford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14294/19]

27/03/2019WRJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRJ02900HSE Planning

27/03/2019WRJ03000179. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the hospital campus devel-
opment plan 2018 to 2023 referenced in correspondence (details supplied) will be provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14303/19]

27/03/2019WRJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

27/03/2019WRJ03200Hospital Staff Data

27/03/2019WRJ03300180. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the details of staff on duty in 
Wexford General Hospital’s emergency department and St. Joseph’s ward on 29 and 30 January 
2019 by staff category (details supplied) [14319/19]

27/03/2019WRJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 
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27/03/2019WRJ03500Hospital Staff

27/03/2019WRJ03600181. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health if there is an advanced nurse 
practitioner for cardiac nursing in Wexford General Hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14320/19]

27/03/2019WRJ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

27/03/2019WRJ03800Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRJ03900182. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14323/19]

27/03/2019WRJ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRJ04100Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRJ04200183. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14324/19]

27/03/2019WRJ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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27/03/2019WRJ04400Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRJ04500184. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14327/19]

27/03/2019WRJ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK00200Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRK00300185. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14328/19]

27/03/2019WRK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK00500Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRK00600186. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14329/19]

27/03/2019WRK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK00800Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRK00900187. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14332/19]

27/03/2019WRK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK01100Vaccination Programme Data

27/03/2019WRK01200188. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health his views on the in-
creased incidence of mumps; the rate of vaccination of children for MMR taking place; and his 
plans to ensure that this is increased [14337/19]

27/03/2019WRK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information that the Deputy seeks in 
relation to mumps is not readily available.  Therefore, I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to reply directly to the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRK01400Hospital Appointments Status

27/03/2019WRK01500189. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14347/19]

27/03/2019WRK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK01700Hospital Appointments Status

27/03/2019WRK01800190. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14351/19]

27/03/2019WRK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK02000Hospital Appointments Status

27/03/2019WRK02100191. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of cataract sur-
gery for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14354/19]

27/03/2019WRK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
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uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK02300Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRK02400192. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of cataract sur-
gery for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14356/19]

27/03/2019WRK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK02600Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRK02700193. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a cataract op-
eration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14357/19]

27/03/2019WRK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRK02900Hospitals Building Programme
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27/03/2019WRK03000194. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health his Department and the 
HSE’s plans for the development of new hospitals in Cork; the state of progress and the time-
lines; the details of the funding that has been ring fenced; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14369/19]

27/03/2019WRK03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Project Ireland 2040 and the National De-
velopment Plan are the long term plans which will provide the capital funding to develop dedi-
cated ambulatory elective-only hospital facilities.

We must ensure that we carefully plan the use of this capital funding so as to meet the popu-
lations health needs and achieve value for money.   

New dedicated ambulatory elective-only hospital facilities will be delivered in Dublin, Cork 
and Galway. These facilities will provide high volume, low complexity procedures on a day 
and outpatient basis, together with a range of ambulatory diagnostic services. The aim is to 
both increase capacity in the hospital system and provide a better separation of scheduled and 
unscheduled care, in line with the recommendations of the Health Service Capacity Review 
and the Sláintecare Report. They will provide increased, protected capacity for elective treat-
ment and free up capacity in major acute hospitals to address higher complexity and emergency 
care. These new standalone ambulatory, elective-only hospital and diagnostic facilities will be 
developed in line with hospital groups’ strategic plans. 

Developing criteria and selection/approval processes for the new ambulatory elective-only 
hospital facilities is a 2019 priority in the Sláintecare implementation plan.

27/03/2019WRK03200Nursing Home Accommodation Provision

27/03/2019WRK03300195. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the approximate timelines for 
each stage in respect of the development at a nursing home (details supplied); the month the 
design stage is expected to be completed; the month the project will go to tender; the expected 
length of the tender process; the expected month for when the contractor will be appointed; the 
month it is expected the development will commence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14400/19]

27/03/2019WRK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The five-year capital investment programme  
for community nursing units announced in 2016 provides the framework to allow for an en-
hanced programme to replace, upgrade and refurbish care facilities, as appropriate, at 90 lo-
cations. Significant work was  undertaken to determine the optimum scheduling of projects 
within the phased provision of funding to achieve compliance and registration with  the Health 
Information and Quality Authority.

The Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of health and personal social 
services, including healthcare  infrastructure projects, and has advised that Design Stage 1 is 
nearing completion in respect of the development of Mountmellick Community Nursing Unit. 
The HSE is currently aiming to commence works for Phase 1 development of Mountmellick 
Community Nursing Unit in early 2020 for completion by the end of 2021.

27/03/2019WRK03500Hospital Waiting Lists Action Plans

27/03/2019WRK03600196. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the extensive 
outpatient orthopaedic waiting list at University Hospital Waterford, where 1,655 people are 
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waiting in excess of 18 months (details supplied). [14404/19]

27/03/2019WRK03700197. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the extensive 
outpatient ophthalmology waiting list especially for the elderly at University Hospital Water-
ford of which 594 are waiting in excess of 18 months (details supplied). [14405/19]

27/03/2019WRK03800198. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the outpa-
tient urology waiting list at University Hospital Waterford, where 981 people are waiting in 
excess of 18 months (details supplied). [14406/19]

27/03/2019WRK03900199. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the out-
patient ENT waiting list at University Hospital Waterford, where 3,437 people are waiting in 
excess of 18 months (details supplied). [14407/19]

27/03/2019WRK04000200. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the outpa-
tient dermatology waiting list at University Hospital Waterford, where 973 people are waiting 
in excess of 18 months (details supplied). [14408/19]

27/03/2019WRK04100201. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with the outpa-
tient respiratory medicine waiting list at University Hospital Waterford, where 604 people are 
waiting in excess of 18 months (details supplied). [14409/19]

27/03/2019WRK04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 196 to 201, 
inclusive, together.

I am conscious that waiting times are often unacceptably long and of the burden that this 
places on patients and their families. In this regard, I committed to improving waiting times for 
hospital appointments and procedures.

Budget 2019 announced that the Government has further increased investment in tackling 
waiting lists, with funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from 
€55 million in 2018 to €75 million in 2019. 

A key element of this Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List which remains 
a significant challenge. The HSE, in line with the National Service Plan 2019 will provide 3.3 
million outpatient appointments, more than 1 million of which will be first outpatient appoint-
ments. 

In addition, the NTPF will fund an additional 40,000 first outpatient appointments through 
weekend and out of hour’s clinics and ‘see and treat’ clinics. 

In relation to the particular queries raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRL00400Hospital Waiting Lists Data

27/03/2019WRL00500202. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
an audiology appointment in County Wexford; the number of persons waiting more than 12, 18, 
24, 30 and 36 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14410/19]

27/03/2019WRL00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.
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27/03/2019WRL00700Trade Union Recognition

27/03/2019WRL00800203. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to re-
solve the industrial relations dispute involving some staff in the National Ambulance Service 
who are members of an organisation (details supplied) and who are seeking union recognition 
from the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14420/19]

27/03/2019WRL00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As you are aware, a branch of the Psychi-
atric Nurses Association called the National Ambulance Service Representative Association 
(NASRA) has been engaged in industrial action.  The Psychiatric Nurses Association state that 
their industrial action is in connection with two substantive issues. The first is the automated 
deduction of union subscriptions. The second is the refusal by the HSE to engage in negotia-
tions with the PNA or to recognise the PNA as representing ambulance personnel. 

To be clear, NASRA, which is affiliated with the PNA, is a group which is not recognised 
by the HSE and, therefore, does not have negotiating rights. The PNA does not have negotiating 
rights for ambulance personnel. 

It should be noted that the HSE deducts subscriptions at source for those ambulance staff 
that are members of a number of unions. These are SIPTU, FORSA and UNITE.  The deduction 
of subscriptions is not a legal right but rather a concession granted to recognised unions. 

While it is regrettable that the PNA has taken this industrial action, it is not possible to ne-
gotiate with a union which is not recognised as having negotiating rights for ambulance grades.  
Officials from the Department have met with representatives of the HSE and the management 
of National Ambulance Service to explore possible options. However, this is a complex, chal-
lenging situation. 

Industrial relations policy has had a long standing objective of avoiding fragmentation in 
worker representation in public sector employments, and the trade union movement generally, 
so as to facilitate the orderly conduct of bargaining and other aspects of industrial relations.

27/03/2019WRL01000Dental Services Provision

27/03/2019WRL01100204. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) will 
be called for specific treatment at an early date. [14425/19]

27/03/2019WRL01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRL01300Medical Card Eligibility

27/03/2019WRL01400205. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the income limits 
for a medical card application (details supplied). [14427/19]

27/03/2019WRL01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive (HSE) issues 
income guidelines to assist in determining entitlement to medical cards/GP visit cards. Any 
revision to the income thresholds must have regard for Government policy, increases in the 
Consumer Price Index and other issues which may be relevant. 

While there are no plans at present to revise the income thresholds for medical cards, it is 
vitally important that the medical card system is responsive and sensitive to people’s needs. 
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In that regard my Department keeps medical card issues, including existing thresholds under 
constant review. 

It should be noted that the gross medical card limits for the over 70’s are reviewed annually 
in line with the Consumer Price Index. Under the Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) 
(No. 2) Act 2013, when a person attains the age of 70, the medical card income limits are €500 
gross income per week for a single person and €900 gross income per week for a couple. In 
addition, from August 2015, all persons aged 70 or older qualify for a GP Visit Card, regardless 
of income.

It is important to note that if a person’s sole income is derived from a social welfare pay-
ment, even where this is more than the current means threshold, they will be awarded a medical 
card.

The Deputy may also be aware that Budget 2019 made provision for a 10% increase across 
all GP visit card thresholds.  This measure will be implemented on 1st April 2019.

27/03/2019WRL01600National Cervical Screening Programme

27/03/2019WRL01700206. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the action being taken to 
reduce the waiting times for smear test results; if additional testing facilities have been utilised 
to ensure results are returned to women as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14428/19]

27/03/2019WRL01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In May 2018, I asked CervicalCheck to 
make the necessary arrangements to provide that any woman who had had a CervicalCheck 
smear test, and whose GP considered that she should have a further test as part of her reassur-
ance, to access such a further test without charge. This decision was made in good faith to ad-
dress the considerable fears of the many anxious women in Ireland, following issues which had 
emerged in relation to the CervicalCheck screening programme. 

During 2018, there was a significant increase in the volume of women presenting for smear 
tests. This included women who have availed of the out of cycle tests, but also a greater num-
ber of women presenting for scheduled screening. This increased level of engagement with the 
programme is welcome. However, the increased demand has undoubtedly put pressure on lab 
capacity and turnaround times. 

The HSE has been working closely with labs to manage this issue and to improve turn-
around times for smear tests. In addition, the HSE is working intensively to put in place addi-
tional capacity, through extensive searches internationally. 

The HSE advises that the CervicalCheck Programme has recently agreed with laboratories 
to prioritise those slides which originate from women who attended colposcopy, as this cohort 
of women are considered to have the most serious need. 

The HSE also advises that the natural history of cervical cancer would indicate that the 
disease would normally develop over a period of 10 to 15 years. Due to this very fact, it is 
important that any woman of screening age attends for cervical screening each and every time 
she is invited to participate. The HSE has advised that in this context, a delay in the return of 
cervical screening results, whilst undesirable, is not necessarily dangerous and poses a very low 
risk to women.
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27/03/2019WRL01900Health Services Provision

27/03/2019WRL02000207. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans for a dispensary (de-
tails supplied) in County Roscommon in view of the retirement of the general practitioner; his 
further plans for the provision of community primary care services in the area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14431/19]

27/03/2019WRL02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRL02200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

27/03/2019WRL02300208. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for 
neurology treatments by CHO area in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14443/19]

27/03/2019WRL02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for Government. Budget 2019 announced that 
the Government has further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with funding to the 
National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) increasing from €55 million in 2018 to €75 million 
in 2019. 

The joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 was pub-
lished recently and sets out measures to improve care for patients waiting for scheduled care 
in 2019 by reducing wait times for inpatient/day case treatment and outpatient appointments. 

In terms of the information requested by the Deputy, as of the end of February 2019 there 
were 290 patients on the Inpatient and Daycase (IPDC) waiting list. Of these 44% (128 patients) 
were waiting less than 3 months, while 61% were waiting less than 6 months. Neurology IPDC 
waiting lists are held across all six hospital groups, however due to the small volume of patients 
waiting within specific time bands a full breakdown of those waiting by individual hospital and 
time band cannot be provided as it can render individual patients identifiable.  Neurology IPDC 
waiting lists are currently held at the following hospitals

Beaumont Hospital 

Cork University Hospital

Mater Misericordiae University Hospital

St. James Hospital 

St. Vincent’s University Hospital

CHI at Crumlin

Galway University Hospital

Sligo University Hospital 

The attached table outlines the current waiting list by time band. To maintain patient ano-
nymity, the numbers waiting are only broken down by time bands in instances where there are 
greater than 10 patients.   

IPDC Neurology Waiting List by Hospital
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Latest Column 
Labels

Row Labels Grand 
Total

 0-3 
Mths

 3-6 
Mths

 6-9 
Mths

 9-12 
Mths

12-15 
Mths

15-18 
Mths

18-24 
Mths

24-36 
Mths

Beaumont Hospital 42 22 12
Cork University 
Hospital

19

Mater Misericordiae 
University Hospital

41 20

St. Vincent’s Uni-
versity Hospital

13

Tallaght University 
Hospital

36 26

Galway University 
Hospitals

54 29

Sligo University 
Hospital

77 26 15

Other 8
Grand Total 290 128 50 26 20 14 10 16 26

27/03/2019WRL02500HSE Staff Data

27/03/2019WRL02600209. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1794 of 24 July 2018, the number of staff attached to a centre (details supplied) 
that have accepted redeployment; the number that have asked for redundancy; the number of 
staff on full-time pay without specific duties while they wait for a decision on redeployment or 
redundancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14448/19]

27/03/2019WRL02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

27/03/2019WRL02800Medical Card Eligibility

27/03/2019WRL02900210. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the entitlement of a person to 
access a product (details supplied) under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14454/19]

27/03/2019WRL03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRL03100Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRL03200211. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expedited 
for a person (details supplied). [14457/19]

27/03/2019WRL03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRL03400Hospital Procedures

27/03/2019WRL03500212. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [14461/19]

27/03/2019WRL03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/03/2019WRL03700Services for People with Disabilities

27/03/2019WRL03800213. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take regarding 
the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14469/19]

27/03/2019WRL03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRL04000Pharmacy Regulations
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27/03/2019WRL04100214. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if permission to introduce new 
regulations proposed to change the conditions of work for pharmaceutical assistants by an or-
ganisation (details supplied) will be refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14470/19]

27/03/2019WRL04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) 
Rules 2019 were developed by the PSI in accordance with Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 
2007, which also permits the Council to make rules as to:

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

 On 6 December, the Council of the PSI approved a revised draft of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2018 for issuance 
for public consultation. This public consultation commenced on 13 December 2018 and ran 
until 11 January 2019, affording any interested party the opportunity to make representations 
on the matter directly to the PSI.

At its meeting on 14 February 2019, the Council of the PSI approved the draft Rules, subject 
to certain amendments made on foot of the Council’s consideration of the results of the latest 
public consultation.

On 08 March 2019, the PSI submitted the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary 
Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2019 to me for my consent, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Pharmacy Act 2007. These were accompanied by a lengthy submission 
detailing the PSI’s rationale for the drafting of the Rules.

Under the Pharmacy Act 2007, my role in relation to this process is limited to the consid-
eration of any such Rules once submitted for my consent and in doing so I will give careful 
consideration to the Rules as submitted by the PSI and to the concerns raised by or on behalf of 
registered pharmaceutical assistants.  

27/03/2019WRM00200Pharmacy Regulations

27/03/2019WRM00300215. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if the proposals by an organisa-
tion (details supplied) regarding pharmaceutical assistants will be debated in Dáil and Seanad 
Éireann and-or brought before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health; the procedures by 
which the proposals will either be ratified or declined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14471/19]

27/03/2019WRM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
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Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) 
Rules 2019 were developed by the PSI in accordance with Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 
2007, which also permits the Council to make rules as to: 

1.   What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and 

2.  What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

  On 08 March 2019, the PSI submitted the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary 
Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2019 to me for my consent, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Pharmacy Act 2007. These were accompanied by a lengthy submission 
detailing the PSI’s rationale for the drafting of the Rules.

Under the Pharmacy Act 2007, my role in relation to this process is limited to the consider-
ation of any such Rules once submitted for my consent.

Rules approved by the Minister under Section 30 are required, under Section 76 of the Act, 
to be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas. Section 76 also sets out how the Oireachtas 
may proceed in relation to the approved Rules.

 Matters to be brought before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health are for the Com-
mittee to determine. 

27/03/2019WRM00500Health Services Expenditure

27/03/2019WRM00600216. Deputy Stephen Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the expenditure plan linked 
to the Sláintecare action plan; the costs by year dedicated to each action point in the plan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14477/19]

27/03/2019WRM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The purpose of the Action Plan is to set out a 
timeline for the delivery of outputs to support the completion of the Sláintecare strategic actions 
on a programme and project basis. The Action Plan details the outputs that are to be delivered 
over 2019, with progress to be measured and reported on a biannual basis. 

All the actions committed to be delivered in 2019 are intended to be achieved from the 
existing agreed expenditure estimates for 2019. The actions included in the Sláintecare Action 
Plan are underpinned by the commitments in the HSE’s National Service Plan, which provides 
detailed breakdowns of 2019 deliverables, alongside costings of these deliverables. 

I can confirm that within Programme 4.4, the programme that will manage the Sláintecare 
budget, a ring-fenced amount of €20 million has been set aside for the establishment of an 
Integration Fund in 2019. The Integration Fund will focus on supporting the development of 
existing and new best practice projects that are capable of being scaled nationally, and which 
promote the engagement and empowerment of citizens in the care of their own health, scale 
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and share examples of best practice and processes for chronic disease management and care of 
older people and encourage innovations in the shift of care to the community or provide hospi-
tal avoidance measures. This Fund was launched on March 22nd, 2019 and project submissions 
with a focus on community care and integration of care across all health and social care settings 
are now being sought.

27/03/2019WRM00800Disease Management

27/03/2019WRM00900217. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the supports available to per-
sons with Lyme disease; the advances made over the past 12 months in terms of recognition of 
Lyme disease here; the supports available to general practitioners regarding same; the facilities 
available to public patients to test for the disease; the status of proposals to extend the medi-
cal card to persons with chronic Lyme disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14482/19]

27/03/2019WRM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Lyme disease (also known as Lyme borel-
liosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi.  Lyme 
disease is a notifiable disease in Ireland since 2012.  Lyme disease is a well-recognised infec-
tion, which is familiar to GPs and hospital specialists (especially those specialising in Infectious 
Diseases, Neurology, Dermatology Cardiology and Microbiology).  Accordingly, such special-
ists would be very familiar with how to manage such patients, and as a result, all physicians 
deal with Lyme disease, as they would with any other infectious disease for which they have 
responsibility.  

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) and the Department of Health have high-
lighted the issue of Lyme disease, and how to prevent tick bites and Lyme disease, since 2008.  
The HPSC publishes significant amounts of information on Lyme disease on its website - hpsc.
ie - for the general public and health professionals.  In addition, Public Health physicians give 
talks at medical conferences to junior physicians as part of their continuing medical education, 
bringing the issue of Lyme disease (along with the other wide range of infectious diseases) to 
the attention of established physicians and doctors in training.  Also, the HPSC holds a Lyme 
Awareness Day each year to highlight this issue and is constantly adding new material to its 
website.     

The Scientific Advisory Committee of the HPSC established a Lyme Borreliosis Subcom-
mittee to look at ways of increasing public awareness - that Subcommittee is due to report be-
fore the summer.  Part of the work of the Lyme Borreliosis Subcommittee is to ensure that all 
GPs are familiar with identifying and managing Lyme disease. 

Tests used in Ireland conform to all international standards.  Clinical laboratories in Ireland 
operate to the highest quality standards.  Testing for Lyme disease in such laboratories is to an 
internationally accredited level.  Microbiologists in all major centres would be familiar with 
Lyme testing and the tests they use are internationally recognised and eminently effective at 
differentiating those who truly have Lyme disease from those who truly have not.  As testing 
and treatment for Lyme borelliosis is widely available in all major hospitals in Ireland there is 
no need for people to travel abroad.  

The Department has no plans to extend medical cards for people with Lyme disease.

27/03/2019WRM01100Basic Payment Scheme Eligibility
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27/03/2019WRM01200218. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the criteria used to define a parcel of land as scrub for the purposes of the basic payment 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14350/19]

27/03/2019WRM01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Basic Payment scheme, any portion of a land parcel which is covered in dense non-grazable 
woody shrubs, with no interspersed grazing is described as scrub. The species included in de-
ciding if an area is to be described as scrub are shrubs such as blackthorns, whitethorns, briars, 
gorse and other non- grazable woody shrubs, which have invaded the area.  Such areas are 
considered ineligible for payment under the Basic Payment Scheme.

27/03/2019WRM01400Beef Industry

27/03/2019WRM01500219. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he is taking through engagement with the beef industry and An Bord Bia to ensure 
that the historic 2% reduction between hot and cold weights is no longer applied; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14378/19]

27/03/2019WRM01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The applica-
tion of a 2% reduction between hot and cold weights is enshrined in EU legislation. Article 7 
(1) of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2017/1182 states that classification and weigh-
ing shall be carried out in the slaughterhouse at the time of determining the warm weight of the 
carcass.   

Article 14 states that the carcass weight to be taken into account for reporting the market 
price shall be the cold weight which shall correspond to the warm weight as referred to in Ar-
ticle 7(1),  less 2 %.    

The legislation goes on to say that slaughterhouses carrying out classification shall com-
municate to the supplier of the animal the carcass weight, specifying whether it relates to the 
warm or cold weight.   

The legislation provides for a modification of the 2% deduction in the case of pigs. Any 
modification shall be justified on the basis of scientific data. No such provision was provided 
for in this 2017 legislation for beef carcasses.  

27/03/2019WRM01700Meat Processing Plants

27/03/2019WRM01800220. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether it is not possible for factories to comply with the legal regulations set down 
for beef carcase trim; the steps he is taking to address this situation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14379/19]

27/03/2019WRM01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The rules on 
trimming of carcases at meat plants are well established, and their execution is monitored by 
classification and control experts in my department. 

In addition, the department has worked closely with meat plants to provide training in the 
standards required and has provided a photographic template illustrating acceptable and unac-
ceptable trimming practices. 

The controls applied by my department significantly exceed EU requirements.  In 2019, 
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they have been supplemented by additional monitoring by departmental staff in factories.  
These controls indicate a high level of compliance with the rules, and that the system functions 
effectively. This combination of significant engagement and additional monitoring and control 
has led to high levels of awareness of the necessary trim specification. 

The nature of the manufacturing environment, differences in carcase shape and composi-
tion, and other variables, can result in variations in carcase trim between individual carcases 
from time to time.  Where these exceptional cases involve trimming outside of specification, 
control officials require the meat plants to take immediate corrective action.  In cases where my 
department forms the view that such errors are systematic or intentional, they may apply an on-
the-spot fine.  From 2019, Meat Industry Ireland has indicated that processors will introduce a 
payment to farmer suppliers to reflect any loss in cases where such a fine is applied.

27/03/2019WRM02000Basic Payment Scheme Payments

27/03/2019WRM02100221. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason for the delay in basic farm payments being issued to a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14403/19]

27/03/2019WRM02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has been in correspondence with the representatives of the deceased person named on a 
number of occasions, with a view to processing this transfer. The Department is currently wait-
ing on some information requested from the representatives on the 14th of March to facilitate 
further processing of this case. 

27/03/2019WRM02300Aquaculture Licence Applications

27/03/2019WRM02400222. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine the status of a shellfish licence application by a company (details supplied) for a 
mussel farm off Kinsale Harbour, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14446/19]

27/03/2019WRM02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Applications 
for aquaculture licences are considered by my Department in accordance with the provisions 
of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act and (in the case of marine aquaculture) the 1933 Fore-
shore Act.  The assessment process takes full account of all National and EU legislative re-
quirements and reflects the full scientific, environmental, legal, public policy and engineering 
aspects of each application. The legislation also provides for a period of public consultation 
which has now concluded in this case. 

As the licence application is currently under active consideration by my Department as part 
of a statutory process, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further on the matter at 
this time.

27/03/2019WRM02600GLAS Applications

27/03/2019WRM02700223. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a company (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14453/19]
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27/03/2019WRM02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion in respect of this herd number was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement 
date of 1 January 2017 and has received the 2017 advance payment including GLAS plus. 

A request to transfer the name in which the GLAS contract is held was received by the De-
partment on the 31 January 2019 and the transfer was approved 4 February 2019.

The GLAS contract includes commonage as an action, which requires a commonage man-
agement plan (CMP).  GLAS officials are working with the GLAS Commonage advisor to 
update the details of the CMP as a result of the transfer requested.

Once the CMP is updated and when this case clears validations, the further payment will be 
processed. GLAS payments are continuing to issue on a weekly basis. 

27/03/2019WRM02900Bovine Disease Controls

27/03/2019WRM03000224. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a per-
son (details supplied) can be given authority to sell stock following tuberculosis testing; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14460/19]

27/03/2019WRM03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The herd-
owner concerned is scheduled to have a further TB test on his herd on 7th April. The herd will 
be trade restricted at that date until the test is completed. Subject to the outcome of this test, the 
herd will then be free to trade again.  

27/03/2019WRM03200Beef Exports

27/03/2019WRM03300225. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position on export access to markets (details supplied) for the sale of Irish beef. [14464/19]

27/03/2019WRM03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Irish beef 
exports increased from €2,405 million in 2017 to €2,439 million in 2018 and Ireland exported 
beef to around 70 countries all over the world according to the CSO trade statistics. My officials 
continue to work towards opening and enhancing access to as many markets as possible. This 
is a key part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, and in line with 
the market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy. 

My Department’s Market Access Information portal, which I launched last year, brings to-
gether into one location the full range of open markets and products, and the relevant certifica-
tion conditions in a user-friendly manner for exporters: http://www.marketaccess.agriculture.
gov.ie/

The opening of the Chinese market for Irish beef in 2018 was the culmination of significant 
work, over a number of years, and I am pleased that six Irish beef plants are currently approved 
to export beef to China.  Exports of Irish beef to China commenced during the summer 2018.  

Ireland was the first EU Member State to be granted beef market access to the USA in 2015.  
In July 2016, my Department received approval to send Beef Intended for Grinding (BIFG), 
also known as manufacturing beef to the USA.  A total of ten Irish plants have been approved 
for the export of raw intact beef to the US, of which two are also approved for BIFG. 

In relation to Morocco there is a bilateral veterinary health certificate in place for beef in-
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cluding minced meat and meat-based products and a small volume of trade took place in 2018.

For the other three countries referred to (Ghana, Thailand and Vietnam), Ireland does not 
formally have an agreed veterinary health certificates in place. However, beef exports have 
taken place from Ireland to these countries on the basis of general meat certificates, according 
to the CSO trade statistics. My officials are currently working on securing bilateral certification 
in respect of Vietnam and Thailand, as these are markets of interest to the industry.  

27/03/2019WRM03500Data Protection

27/03/2019WRM03600226. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if concerns regarding data protection will be reviewed in terms of proposals to trans-
fer data from waste collection companies. [12010/19]

27/03/2019WRM03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has no role in the monitoring and enforcement of data protection 
legislation. Responsibility for these functions lies with the Data Protection Commission, which 
is independent in the performance of its functions.

27/03/2019WRM03800Greenhouse Gas Emissions

27/03/2019WRM03900227. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason hedgerows are not included in the calculation of CO2 emissions; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13922/19]

27/03/2019WRM04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Questions Nos. 541 and 542 of 12 March 2019. 

The position is unchanged.

Greenhouse gas emissions and removals associated with land use, land use change and for-
estry (LULUCF), as reported in Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions inventory prepared by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, include activities associated with afforestation and forestry 
harvesting, grassland and cropland management under agricultural use, managed and unman-
aged wetlands, and other land-use categories. While such emissions are not currently accounted 
for in relation to the calculation of compliance with Ireland’s emissions targets in the period to 
2020, from 2021 onwards these emissions will be integrated into the EU framework for compli-
ance with national emissions targets. It is, therefore, essential that Ireland has robust policies in 
place to manage emissions and enhance removals from relevant LULUCF sectoral categories.

Hedgerows are an important feature of the Irish pastoral landscape and can play a potential 
role in carbon sequestration. The latest estimates suggest that the hedgerow length in Ireland 
is over 600,000 km. On the basis of the information available at the moment, hedgerows could 
potentially sequester somewhere in the region of 0.1 Mt carbon dioxide to 0.5 Mt carbon di-
oxide. In order to refine the figures to allow for inclusion in the National GHG Inventory, 
further remote sensing investigations would be required to create a national detailed inventory 
of hedgerows. Further hedgerow surveys would also be required to refine classifications and 
identify appropriate sites. Proposals for research along these lines are under consideration in the 
Environmental Protection Agency in the context of its 2019 research call.

I am currently preparing an All of Government Climate Plan which will set out the actions 
which must be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. I am working 
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with colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives in electricity, transport and heat, 
as well as a range of other sectors. I intend that the Plan will also include actions to develop 
and implement policies to manage emissions and enhance removals from relevant LULUCF 
sectoral categories.

27/03/2019WRM04100Broadband Service Provision

27/03/2019WRM04200228. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans to prioritise primary and secondary schools for connection to the fibre optic 
network as soon as the procurement process for the national broadband plan, NBP, is finalised; 
when the bidder for the State intervention network will be appointed; when work will com-
mence; the way in which he plans to prioritise the properties particularly adjacent to or in the 
amber target areas working in conjunction with the mobile phone and broadband task force and 
broadband officers already in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14302/19]

27/03/2019WRM04300233. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment his plans to prioritise primary and secondary schools for connection to the fibre optic 
network as soon as the procurement process for the NBP is finalised in particular for a school 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14422/19]

27/03/2019WRM04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 228 and 233 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access to all 
premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment and a State led intervention. 

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
When this Government came into office, this had risen to 52%. Today, 74% of premises can 
access high speed broadband. 

The AMBER areas of my Department’s High Speed Broadband Map are the target areas 
for the NBP State intervention. The specific school premises referenced by the Deputy is in the 
AMBER area and will therefore be covered under the State intervention.

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the coming 
weeks.

In the event of a contract award, it is likely that deployment will take some years. My De-
partment will engage with the bidder on the most appropriate deployment which will enable 
premises such as that referenced by the Deputy to gain access to a high speed broadband ser-
vice.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
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these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements.

27/03/2019WRM04500Angling Sector

27/03/2019WRM04600229. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the delivery and status of the national angling forum in view of the 
fact that there has not been a meeting since May 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14321/19]

27/03/2019WRM04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Inland Fisheries Forum is established by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) 
under the Inland Fisheries Act 2010 to provide a mechanism for a wide range of stakeholders to 
input into the sector generally.  

A review of the original Forum, following 3 years of operation, identified that the low at-
tendance from among the 60 members at meetings led to sub-optimal delivery on the Forum’s 
business. In that regard, the quorum for meetings of the Forum was reduced to address this is-
sue. Following the review, the Forum entered its second iteration in October 26 2017.

Each of the main angling organisations was requested to nominate two members to repre-
sent their interests for the duration of the second cycle of the Forum. These nominees were then 
appointed to the Forum by the then Minister. The process of filling the remainder of vacancies 
on the new Forum was managed by the Public Appointment Service (PAS). Not all of the nomi-
nations available were taken up by the angling organisations and coupled with the PAS process 
a total of 44 members were appointed 

I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland that the first meeting of the current Forum took 
place on 26 October 2017 and 16 of the 44 members attended. Twenty three members and 1 
non-member attended the January 2018 meeting. The Forum last met in April 2018 and the 
meeting was very poorly attended with only 14 of the 44 members in attendance. 

The Chair of the Forum recently resigned due to other business commitments. The process 
to appoint a new Chair is in hand and it is expected that meetings will resume when that process 
is complete. 

27/03/2019WRN00200Broadband Service Provision

27/03/2019WRN00300230. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if a person (details supplied) will receive a broadband connection; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14353/19]

27/03/2019WRN00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement 
process.  

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage and I intend to bring a recommendation in relation to the NBP to Government in 
the coming weeks.
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The Deputy makes reference to the premises’ proximity to a commercial deployment of 
high speed broadband. This deployment is part of eir’s commercial roll out of high speed broad-
band to 300,000 predominantly rural premises, in line with a Commitment Agreement signed 
with my Department in April 2017. 

eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is an entirely commercial undertaking, and 
not part of the planned State Intervention network. Although the deployment is monitored un-
der the terms of the Commitment Agreement, it is not funded by the State and it is not planned, 
designed or directed by my Department in any capacity. 

Decisions made by private telecommunication operators relating to the roll out and siting of 
infrastructure to provide high speed broadband services throughout Ireland are undertaken on a 
commercial basis. I have no statutory role or function in such commercial decisions of private 
operators, and therefore cannot direct operators regarding infrastructure installation or delivery 
of services.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements. 

27/03/2019WRN00500River Basin Management Plans

27/03/2019WRN00600231. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 358 of 13 March 2019, his plans to save 
the remainder of the Fermoy weir and fish pass (details supplied); the timeframe for works to 
commence; and the way in which he plans to address concerns outlined in correspondence. 
[14359/19]

27/03/2019WRN00700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): Ameliorative works to Fermoy weir are entirely the responsi-
bility of Cork County Council as owners of the infrastructure. My Department and its agency 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) have no function in the issue of ameliorative works to Council 
owned property and have not been engaged in discussion with the Council in this regard. 

For clarity I can confirm that my Department and IFI have liaised positively and consistently 
with the Council in an advisory capacity on the ancillary matter of how works to be undertaken 
by the Council may comply with the EU Habitats Directive and other environmental require-
ments, particularly as regards the issue of the free passage of fish. Engineers for the Department 
and the Council have also agreed the Council’s proposed solution to the secondary fish passage 
issue to assist in and advance the Council’s consideration of the substantive works. 

The Council have consistently been advised that my Department and IFI have a regulatory 
function in relation only to the ancillary matter of fish passage and that consideration and fund-
ing of the required substantive works is entirely a matter for the Council. The Department and 
IFI are happy to continue liaison with the Council in this regulatory/advisory capacity.
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The Council has also been advised that the Department and IFI, from our regulatory posi-
tion, would support any bid the Council wishes to make for central funding for the substantive 
works and, in that regard, I have recently written to relevant Ministers.

27/03/2019WRN00800Salmon Hardship Scheme

27/03/2019WRN00900232. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if consideration has been given to a buy-out scheme for holders of salmon fishery 
licences ; if so, the position regarding same; if an option is available to offer licences for sale; if 
a compensation package will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14418/19]

27/03/2019WRN01000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): I refer to reply to Question No. 246 of 6 March 2019. The 
position is unchanged.

Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 228.

27/03/2019WRN01200Broadcasting Authority of Ireland

27/03/2019WRN01300234. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when he plans to publish his response to the BAI five-year review of public broad-
casters received in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14434/19]

27/03/2019WRN01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Under section 124 of the Broadcasting Act, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland is 
required to carry out a review of the public funding of RTE and TG4 every five years which is 
brought to Government, and published along with a Government response.  

The Working Group on the Future Funding of Public Service Broadcasting was set up by 
Government decision in July 2018 to examine options for the reform of TV licence collection. 
The Group’s work is progressing and it is scheduled to report to me shortly.

Given their interrelated focus, it is my intention to bring both reports to Government when 
the Working Group has reported to me. Following consideration by Government, it is my inten-
tion to publish the BAI report along with the Government’s response.

27/03/2019WRN01500Climate Change Policy

27/03/2019WRN01600235. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he has identified the primary issues and actions required to 
address the issue of climate change with particular reference to the need to reduce dependency 
on fossil fuels, encourage the use of motor vehicles not dependent on fossil fuels and-or other 
measures likely to address the issues in the short to medium term and in line with EU targets; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14513/19]

27/03/2019WRN01700236. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he, in conjunction with the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine, has identified the most likely and realistic actions to be taken to reduce 
carbon emissions in line with EU targets and without negatively affecting the agrifood sector; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14514/19]

27/03/2019WRN01800242. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the most obvious and important steps he is most likely to undertake to achieve 
maximum beneficial effect in the context of carbon reduction; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14520/19]

27/03/2019WRN01900243. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the measures he has taken or plans to take to address the issues identified by 
climatologists as being the most relevant and necessary to address in the short to medium term; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14521/19]

27/03/2019WRN02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 235, 236, 242 and 243 together. 

As the Deputy will be aware, I am currently preparing an All of Government Climate Plan 
which will set out the actions which must be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to 
climate change. I am working with colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives in 
electricity, transport, heat, and agriculture, as well as a range of other sectors. 

The new plan will have a strong focus on implementation, including actions with specific 
timelines and steps needed to achieve each action, assigning clear lines of responsibility for 
delivery. The new plan will also be informed by successful approaches in other countries.

The Plan will build on the policy framework, measures and actions set out in both the Na-
tional Mitigation Plan and the National Development Plan and is to be completed in April. 

My Department is working closely with the Departments of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine and Transport, Tourism and Sport in preparing the Plan. 

The Plan will emphasise the significant and positive contribution that agriculture can make 
to climate mitigation, including through measures to reduce emissions on-farm, the promo-
tion of sequestration through increase rates of afforestation, and the substitution of fossil fuels 
through the production of renewable energy feedstock. 

A number of steps have already been taken to promote the development of low carbon trans-
port alternatives, including a comprehensive support package to promote the uptake of electric 
vehicles, increasing the rate of the biofuels obligation, and support from the Climate Action 
Fund of up to €10 million to continue the rollout of the electric vehicle charging network and 
a further €8.5 million to support the development of renewable gas infrastructure and vehicles. 
Identification of additional measures to further decarbonise the transport sector is being con-
sidered as part of the All of Government Plan. The Plan will prioritise further ambition in these 
areas as well as placing emphasis on the role of modal shift measures in reducing transport 
emissions.

27/03/2019WRN02200Mobile Telephony Services

27/03/2019WRN02300237. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the steps that continue to be taken to ensure an improvement in mobile phone 
telephone coverage nationally, with particular reference to the areas experiencing a low level of 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14515/19]

27/03/2019WRN02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): Providing telecommunications services, including mobile phone services, is a mat-
ter for the relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated by the 
Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator. I do not 
have statutory authority to require commercial companies to rollout services and make specific 
investments in particular locations. The ComReg consumer helpline is accessible at consum-
erline@comreg.ie and I would urge consumers who feel they have not received an appropriate 
response from service providers to make contact with the Regulator. 

Notwithstanding ComReg’s independence, I recognise the frustration felt by Irish consum-
ers where telecommunications networks are not always delivering the services people expect. 
The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce worked with key stakeholders to produce a report 
in December 2016, available on my Department’s website, which contained 40 actions to alle-
viate some of the coverage deficits across the country. An Implementation Group is overseeing 
the implementation of the actions and comprises all key stakeholders responsible for delivery. 
The Implementation Group meets on a quarterly basis and publishes quarterly progress reports 
on the implementation status of actions. 

Now in its third year of operation, the Taskforce has been addressing a total of 63 actions 
and continues to focus on issues that are negatively impacting upon the rollout of essential tele-
communications infrastructure in rural areas. The outcome of discussions at the second Annual 
National Stakeholder Forum held in October 2018 informed preparation of the 2018 Annual 
Review Report, which was published on 21 February 2019 together with the 2019 Work Pro-
gramme. Over 30 new actions are contained in the 2019 Work Programme for delivery this year. 

Some of the Taskforce’s achievements to date include:

- My Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development have worked 
to achieve a greater consensus around site selection for telecoms infrastructure and therefore 
improve mobile phone coverage. 

- Both Departments also worked with a pilot group of local authorities to identify the issues 
associated with mapping local blackspots. This pilot exercise has been completed, with all lo-
cal authorities having been asked to map local blackspots and identify infrastructure that could 
potentially be used to provide additional coverage on an economic basis. 

- A focus group was established to provide guidance with respect to categories of location 
where high quality reliable mobile coverage should be made available as a priority. The report 
of the focus group was published on my Department’s website on 31 August 2018. It is an-
ticipated that the output of the focus group should influence the actions of the mobile network 
operators in their work to reduce mobile phone blackspots. It will also inform future policy in 
my Department with regards to priorities for mobile phone services.

- A working group has been established with the remit of investigating the feasibility of 
developing standardised policy for accessing and utilising State and publicly-owned assets for 
the deployment of telecommunications infrastructure. 

- ComReg has published a composite national outdoor coverage map, which will, in tandem 
with its work on handset testing and activities to raise consumer awareness, allow people across 
Ireland to optimise the services available to them. 

- ComReg has developed a licensing scheme which will enable households and businesses 
to use mobile phone repeaters to boost signals into their premises and bring immediate im-
provements in mobile coverage.

In tandem with the work of the Taskforce, the release by ComReg of the 3.6GHz radio spec-
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trum band, which has been identified at EU level as a primary band suitable for 5G rollout, will 
also contribute to addressing increasing mobile data demands and improve mobile coverage. 
Mobile operators’ commercial investment has also resulted in improved services, following 
ComReg’s 2012 multi-band spectrum auction. At least one operator now has in excess of 90% 
4G population coverage

All of these initiatives should help enhance the quality of mobile phone and data services, 
particularly in areas currently experiencing a low level of service. 

27/03/2019WRN02500Broadband Service Provision

27/03/2019WRN02600238. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which progress continues in respect of the provision of high-
quality and high-speed broadband nationally; if action is progressing on the areas between the 
existing service area in which only a short distance separates consumers from areas receiving 
full service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14516/19]

27/03/2019WRN02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access to 
all premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment and a State led intervention.

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.4 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
When this Government came into office, this had risen to 52%. Today, 74% of premises can 
access high speed broadband. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated version of the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map. This is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. The map 
shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband services 
and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under the National Broadband 
Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/Eircode:

· The AMBER area represents the parts of the country where commercial operators have no 
plans to build high speed broadband networks. Premises in the AMBER area will be provided 
with high Speed Broadband through a State Intervention. 

· The BLUE area represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 

· The LIGHT BLUE area represents eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to rollout high 
speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with my 
Department in April 2017.

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage. I intend to bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the 
coming weeks. 

Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is in the 
process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. According 
to data for Q4 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 225,000 
premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment.
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Information on eir’s rural deployment is available on that company’s website, http://fibre-
rollout.ie/Eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my Depart-
ment’s website, www.dccae.gov.ie.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through Local Authority Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of 
these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consis-
tency in engagements. 

27/03/2019WRN02800Renewable Energy Generation Targets

27/03/2019WRN02900239. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which the switch to indigenous alternative non-fossil fuels for 
electricity generation is progressing, with particular reference to the need to meet international 
deadlines and move to electric cars; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14517/19]

27/03/2019WRN03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The most recent Energy in Ireland report was published in December 2018 by the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. Details of the proportions of electricity generated 
from oil, gas, coal, wind, solar or other renewable sources are available in Table 8 “Growth 
rates, quantities and shares of electricity generated by fuel”on page 29 of the report. 

The EU Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC set Ireland a legally binding target of 
meeting 16% of our energy requirements from renewable sources by 2020. Ireland is commit-
ted to achieving this target through meeting 40% of electricity demand, 12% of heat and 10% 
of transport from renewable sources of energy. The SEAI analysis states that 10.6% of Ireland’s 
overall energy requirements in 2017 were met from renewable sources. This avoided 4.1 mil-
lion tonnes of CO2 emissions and €439 million of fossil fuel imports. Overall, Ireland achieved 
30.1% of electricity, 6.9% of heat and 7.4% of transport energy requirements using renewable 
energy sources in 2017. 

Electric vehicles have a number of significant benefits, not least the fact that they have zero 
tail pipe emissions and are more efficient in terms of their energy use when compared with 
conventional vehicles. There is also a significant added benefit for Ireland in that their use can 
displace imported oil products with clean renewable electricity produced from indigenous re-
sources.

Decarbonising our electricity supply is a crucial part of reducing our overall emissions. We 
are stepping up our ambition on renewable energy - by 2030, I have committed to 70% of our 
electricity being generated from renewable sources. 

27/03/2019WRN03100Electric Vehicles

27/03/2019WRN03200240. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to provide an adequate number of charging stations to facilitate the 
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growing electric car sector here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14518/19]

27/03/2019WRN03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Providing adequate charging infrastructure is critical to ensure continued growth in 
electric vehicles.  

Home charging is the most cost-effective way to charge an electric vehicle and is the pri-
mary method of charging for the majority of electric vehicles both internationally and in Ire-
land. A Government grant of up to €600 is available, via the SEAI, to the purchasers of new and 
second-hand electric vehicles to support the installation of home chargers. 

There are currently over 650 standard public charge points and 78 fast chargers as a part 
of the ESB eCars network. In addition there are public chargers provided by local authorities, 
retail outlets and private companies. 

Under the first call for applications from the Climate Action Fund, I approved funding of up 
to €10 million to support ESB eCars to develop a nationwide, state-of-the-art electric vehicle 
fast charging network. The project includes the installation of 90 high-power chargers, upgrad-
ing 50 existing standard chargers to fast chargers and replacing over 250 existing standard 
chargers with next generation high reliability models.

At the end of 2018, there were over 7,600 electric vehicles on the road in Ireland – a dou-
bling of the total from the previous year. It is estimated that the implementation of the ESB 
eCars project will provide the necessary fast charging infrastructure to support at least 40,000 
electric vehicles.

27/03/2019WRN03400Electricity Generation

27/03/2019WRN03500241. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount of electricity generated from oil, coal, gas, biomass, solar, wind or 
wave generation; the extent to which this is expected to change within the next five years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14519/19]

27/03/2019WRN03600248. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which wind energy, hydro or other non-fossil fuel generated 
electricity is available to EirGrid; the extent to which this can be reflected as a percentage of 
total requirements at maximum load times; his plans to address the deficit within a reasonable 
period of time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14526/19]

27/03/2019WRN03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 241 and 248 together. 

The most recent Energy in Ireland report which covered the period up to end 2017 was pub-
lished in December 2018 by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). Renewables, 
including wind (25%) generated around 30% of Ireland’s electricity in 2017, with the other 
main sources being gas at 51%, coal 12% and peat 7%.

EirGrid as Transmission System Operator ensure the power system remains stable through 
all grid conditions. They have indicated that wind and hydro accounted for 34% of electricity 
consumption during maximum load periods (5pm to 7pm) during the winter months from No-
vember 2018 to February 2019. 

In 2010, EirGrid launched the Delivering a Secure, Sustainable Power System (DS3) pro-
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gramme which allows increasing levels of wind and solar generation on the grid while main-
taining grid security. The DS3 Programme now allows for two thirds of electricity at any one 
time being generated on the island of Ireland to come from wind, solar generation, hydro and 
other non-fossil fuel, with the goal of increasing this level to 75% in 2020. 

We are stepping up our ambition on renewable energy - by 2030, I have committed to 70% 
of our electricity being generated from renewable sources.

Questions Nos. 242 and 243 answered with Question No. 235.

27/03/2019WRN04000Electricity Generation

27/03/2019WRN04100244. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which he has identified the economic benefits accruing to the 
economy from a switch to home-based alternative electricity generation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14522/19]

27/03/2019WRN04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) work closely with my Depart-
ment and present a comprehensive overview of energy supply and demand in Ireland to inform 
Government policy.

As part of their work, the SEAI publishes an annual “Energy in Ireland” Report which pres-
ents national energy statistics on energy production and consumption over a set period. The lat-
est available Report is the 2018 Report which covers the period 1990-2017 and was published 
in December 2018. 

The reports shows that in 2017, approximately €439 million in fossil fuel imports were 
avoided by the use of renewables, of which €226 million was avoided by wind generation. 

THE SEAI have also modelled the impact that meeting our renewable electricity targets will 
have on the Irish economy. Their analysis presents the net new direct jobs (from technology 
installations), indirect jobs (created in supply chains), induced jobs (from increased consump-
tion), and jobs linked to increased investment in capital stock in the year 2020. Their analysis 
identified that renewable electricity generation (primarily onshore wind) has a positive impact 
on the Irish economy and net employment by 2020 with a total of 4,400 net jobs created in 
2020. These include over 2,000 direct jobs in construction related to onshore wind with over 
500 on-going direct jobs in operations and maintenance. The remaining jobs are in the supply 
chain and as a result of higher expenditure in the wider economy. The analysis further suggests 
that GDP could increase by between €305-€585 million as a result of building new wind farms 
and the expansion of the electricity grid, by 2020.

27/03/2019WRO00200Waste Management

27/03/2019WRO00300245. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if a means can be found to incentivise a reduction in the use of non-
biodegradable plastic wrappings and containers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14523/19]

27/03/2019WRO00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): This Government is committed to leading the way in reducing single use plastics and 
is working both at a national and European level to tackle the problem. The government has:
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 - Agreed that Government Departments and bodies will not purchase single-use plastic 
cups, cutlery and straws 

- Strongly supported new EU legislation on Single Use Plastics (SUP), which will ban 
straws, cotton bud sticks made from plastic, plastic plates and cutlery, plastic coffee stirrers and 
plastic balloon holders

- Committed to a 90% plastic bottle collection target and a 55% plastic recycling target

- Commenced a clean oceans initiative to collect, reduce and reuse marine litter and clean 
up our marine environment

- Commissioned a review to establish the best way to reach a 90% collection target for bev-
erage containers, after which the Minister will announce the necessary actions. 

Ireland uses the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) model for dealing with waste 
packaging. Repak, the national producer responsibility scheme for packaging, is a not for profit 
organisation which charges fees to members based on both the amount and type of packaging 
they place on the Irish market, thus incentivising them to reduce the amount of packaging they 
generate. The fees are then used to subsidise the collection and recovery of waste packaging 
through registered recovery operators across Ireland. 

The Waste Framework Directive was amended in 2018 and introduced a new requirement 
for EPR schemes to modulate the financial contributions paid by producers by 2023. The ob-
jective of this new provision is to provide an incentive to producers to design products that 
contribute to waste prevention and facilitate recycling by taking into account their durability, 
reparability, re-usability, recyclability and the presence of hazardous substances. EU guidance 
on modulated fees is expected later this year.

Repak is considering how to address this obligation as part of their Plastic Packaging Re-
cycling Strategy 2018-2030 and is working with my Department to ensure modulated fees are 
brought in as quickly as practicable, to drive changes to ensure packaging is easily recyclable.

At EU level, the first-ever Europe-wide strategy on plastics has been adopted. The strat-
egy envisages that all plastic packaging on the EU market will be recyclable by 2030 and the 
consumption of single-use plastics will be reduced. The strategy is underpinned by a proposed 
directive for the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment. This 
Directive, due to be finalised shortly, will enable me to introduce concrete measures to reduce, 
and in some cases, ban the use of single-use plastics.

27/03/2019WRO00500Waste Disposal

27/03/2019WRO00600246. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which reliance on landfill waste disposal facilities continues to 
be monitored, with particular reference to the utilisation of best practice in terms of reduce, 
reuse and recycle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14524/19]

27/03/2019WRO00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): European, national and regional waste management policy is predicated on the waste 
hierarchy as set out in Article 4 of the 2008 Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC), whereby 
the prevention, preparing for reuse, recycling and other recovery of waste are preferred options 
to the disposal or landfilling of waste.  
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Statistics compiled by the Environmental Protection Agency show that we have come a long 
way in a relatively short period of time in terms of improving our recycling and recovery rates 
and reducing our reliance on landfill. In this regard, National Waste Statistics are available to 
download at https://www.epa.ie/nationalwastestatistics/ including the State’s progress in meet-
ing targets under EU waste legislation including the Waste Framework Directive; the Landfill 
Directive; and the Producer Responsibility Directives (Packaging, End-of-Life Vehicles, Waste 
Electrical and Electronic Equipment, Batteries and Accumulators). 

Of particular note is the reduction in the disposal (landfill) rate of managed Municipal Solid 
Waste. 26% of managed municipal waste (by weight) was sent to landfill in 2016 compared to 
41% in 2012 and 92% in 1995. Furthermore, 74% of managed municipal waste was recovered 
in 2016 (compared to 59% in 2012). Significantly more residual waste is now used as a fuel 
(energy recovery) than disposed to landfill. Further information is available at http://www.epa.
ie/nationalwastestatistics/municipal/.

New waste management targets agreed by the European Council include a provision that 
Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that by 2035 the amount of munici-
pal waste landfilled is reduced to 10% or less of the total amount of municipal waste generated 
(by weight). 

The continued implementation of national and regional waste management policy to man-
age waste in line with the waste hierarchy will help ensure that Ireland is well placed to meet 
this new target.

27/03/2019WRO00800Energy Resources

27/03/2019WRO00900247. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the extent to which natural energy resources continue to be developed and 
made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14525/19]

27/03/2019WRO01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Decarbonising our electricity supply is a crucial part of reducing our overall emis-
sions. We are stepping up our ambition on renewable energy - by 2030, I have committed to 
70% of our electricity being generated from renewable sources.

The renewable energy sector has undergone a considerable transformation over the last 10 
years, with the share of renewable electricity generation more than doubling to 30.1% in 2017. 
However, we must step up the scale of our ambition even further in order to meet our climate 
ambitions. 

In order to meet the 70% RES-E target, major capital investment will be needed in new 
generation capacity, system service infrastructure and electricity transmission and distribution 
networks. A review will also be needed to the policy and regulatory framework to incentivise 
electricity storage, which will be critical to absorbing high levels of renewable generation on to 
the system. In addition, increased interconnection will be required to facilitate the large upscal-
ing in onshore and offshore wind required so that we can balance the grid and ensure supply 
security. 

In renewable transport, the 2018 policy statement on the Biofuel Obligation Scheme set out 
an increase in the obligation to 10% from 1 January 2019; this will increase further to 11% from 
1 January 2020.

I am currently developing an all of government Climate Action Plan, to make Ireland a 
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leader in responding to climate change, with actions across all areas such as heat, electricity, 
transport and agriculture according to strict timelines. The intention is to finalise and publish 
the all of government climate plan within the next few weeks and this in turn will feed into the 
National Energy and Climate Plan process, which is due to be finalised and submitted to the 
Commission in December. The all of government climate plan will provide the basis for amend-
ing the draft NECP for submission before year end.  

Question No. 248 answered with Question No. 241.

27/03/2019WRO01200Electricity Transmission Network

27/03/2019WRO01300249. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the degree to which interconnector facilities North-South or east-west are in 
place and capable of facilitating the importation or export of electricity of a non-fossil origin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14527/19]

27/03/2019WRO01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In July 2018, my Department published a National Policy Statement on Electricity 
Interconnection. This sets out the official policy position on electricity interconnection and out-
lines the many drivers and benefits of interconnection.  

The East-West Interconnector connects Ireland and Great Britain and has a transfer capacity 
of 500MW. It has been in operation since 2012 and allows the trading of electricity between 
the island of Ireland and British wholesale electricity markets. From a north-south perspective, 
there is currently one interconnector with a practical capacity of 300MW.

There are currently a number of other proposed interconnectors, all of which are recognised 
as Projects of Common Interest (PCI) by the European Commission. PCIs are key infrastructure 
projects that link the energy systems of EU countries and are intended to help the EU achieve 
its energy policy and climate objectives. 

The Celtic Interconnector is a 700MW electricity interconnector proposed to run from the 
east coast of Cork while Greenlink is a 500MW interconnector that is proposed to run from 
Wexford to Wales. In addition, there is a proposed second North South Interconnector which 
has full planning permission in Ireland following the conclusion of a number of legal proceed-
ings. In Northern Ireland, following legal challenges there, the project has yet to conclude the 
planning process for the section of the project that lies in Armagh and Tyrone.

Interconnection is a key enabler in delivering on Ireland’s decarbonisation ambitions. Re-
cent scenario planning by EirGrid (EirGrid’s Tomorrow’s Energy Scenarios 2017) estimates 
that Ireland requires between 500 and 1950 MW of interconnection by 2030 in order to deliver 
on its renewable energy ambitions. 

27/03/2019WRO01500Road Projects Status

27/03/2019WRO01600250. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
he expects the main construction work to commence at the Dunkettle interchange in Cork; the 
expected duration of the works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14367/19]

27/03/2019WRO01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
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construction of individual national roads, including the M8/N40/N25 Dunkettle Interchange, 
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/03/2019WRO01800Rail Network

27/03/2019WRO01900251. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
steps that have been taken in line with the national development plan in support of a high-speed 
rail link between Cork and Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14368/19]

27/03/2019WRO02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Project Ireland 2040 
states that the priority funding objective in relation to the mainline rail network is the mainte-
nance and renewal of the existing network.  This objective is in line with the recommendation 
of the International Monetary Fund’s Public Investment Management Assessment (PIMA) – 
Ireland report as published in September 2017.

The increased levels of funding I secured as part of Project Ireland 2040 mean that we are 
now in a position to fund the rail network at the ‘steady state’ level and also provide a level of 
certainty as regards that funding for the next multi-annual contractual period. 

 This is a significant and recurring contribution from the taxpayer – around €200 million 
every year – and is a significant improvement on recent years.

The work-programme planned over the period 2019 to 2023, as funded by this significantly 
improved level of funding, will allow for increased ballast cleaning, rail milling and track re-
newal, with the Dublin – Cork line a priority area of activity over the period.  Completion of the 
planned work-programme will result in improved journey times and a better passenger experi-
ence on this key intercity route in the years ahead. 

In addition to the above, Project Ireland 2040  also commits toward an evaluation of the eco-
nomic benefits of high-speed rail, as compared to improvements to existing line speeds on the 
Dublin-Cork line. That evaluation will be carried out against relevant appraisal processes and 
value for money tests as required under the Public Spending Code. It is planned to commence 
that process during 2020 as committed to in Project Ireland 2040.

27/03/2019WRO02100Driver Licences

27/03/2019WRO02200252. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ar-
rangements in cases in which a person with a valid Irish driver licence loses it while abroad; 
the arrangements to have it renewed while still abroad; if arrangements will be put in place for 
same similar to procedures with other documents issued by the State; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14401/19]

27/03/2019WRO02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

27/03/2019WRO02400Road Projects Status
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27/03/2019WRO02500253. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the planned M20 motorway between Cork and Limerick; the stage of the project; the 
next steps and associated times; when he envisages the project moving to planning, detailed 
design, tender and construction; when he expects the motorway to be completed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14412/19]

27/03/2019WRO02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads (including the M20 motorway from Cork to Limerick) 
is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/03/2019WRO02700Bus Services

27/03/2019WRO02800254. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to 
re-examine the ban on bus drivers over 70 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14433/19]

27/03/2019WRO02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the relevant public transport provider as the upper age of bus drivers depends on the 
criteria laid down by the policy of each company. I have no plans to examine the policy ap-
proach of individual operators at this time.

27/03/2019WRO03000Road Safety Authority Data

27/03/2019WRO03100255. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of full-time equivalent driver test instructors that have retired in each quarter of the past two 
years in tabular form. [14440/19]

27/03/2019WRO03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

27/03/2019WRO03300Road Safety Authority Data

27/03/2019WRO03400256. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of full-time equivalent driver test instructors that have resigned in each quarter of the past two 
years in tabular form. [14441/19]

27/03/2019WRO03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

27/03/2019WRO03600Road Safety Authority Data
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27/03/2019WRO03700257. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of full-time equivalent driver test instructors that have been on maternity leave in each quarter 
of the past two years in tabular form. [14442/19]

27/03/2019WRO03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

27/03/2019WRO03900Road Projects Status

27/03/2019WRO04000258. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 259 of 24 January 2019, the status of the road project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14451/19]

27/03/2019WRO04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As indicated in the 
previous reply, projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under the Specific and 
Strategic Grant Programmes are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case basis with refer-
ence to the Public Spending Code and the Capital Appraisal Framework and taking account of 
available budgets.

As regards the Letterkenny Southern Relief Road, the Preliminary Appraisal received from 
Donegal County Council has been reviewed by the Department’s Strategic Research and Analy-
sis Division and the Department has been liaising with the Council in relation to that review 
with a view to the Council submitting a revised Preliminary Appraisal. 

27/03/2019WRO04200Child and Family Agency Data

27/03/2019WRO04300259. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the num-
ber of referrals made to Tusla across all abuse categories in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and 
to date in 2019; the procedures followed further to a referral to Tusla; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14301/19]

27/03/2019WRO04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that, prior to the establishment of Tusla in 2014, the statutory function of child wel-
fare and protection services rested with the Health Services Executive.

The table below refers to the number of referrals received across the four categories of 
abuse, for each of the years 2011-2018. The Deputy may wish to note that data for 2018 refers 
to Q1 and Q2 only as Q3 and Q4 data has not yet been validated. A breakdown by abuse cat-
egory is not available for 2012.

Year Physical 
Abuse

Emotional 
Abuse

Sexual Abuse Neglect Total

2011 3,033 4,001 3,326 5,458 15,818
2012 - - - - 19,044
2013 4,330 5,271 3,385 6,421 19,407
2014 4,066 6,233 3,114 5,263 18,676
2015 3,991 6,535 2,940 4,769 18,235
2016 4,450 6,871 3,042 4,724 19,087
2017 4,942 7,615 3,170 4,810 20,537
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Year Physical 
Abuse

Emotional 
Abuse

Sexual Abuse Neglect Total

2018 
(Q1+Q2)

3,312 4,491 1,649 2,567 12,019

All referrals are screened at the point of receipt. Referrals that meet the threshold undergo 
a preliminary enquiry,  with children who may have experienced abuse receiving an initial as-
sessment. Referrals concerning  welfare issues are dealt with by Tusla or other family support 
services,  as appropriate. Where there is  an ongoing risk of harm then the child’s situation will 
be assessed by a social worker, and if necessary, a safety plan put in place.  Children found to 
be at risk of significant harm  may, following a Child Protection Case Conference, be listed as 
active on the Child Protection Notification System.  Access to this system is provided by Tusla 
to AGS and medical professionals. 

27/03/2019WRP00200Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

27/03/2019WRP00300260. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
she has received the interim report of the Commission of Investigation into the Mother and 
Baby Homes on burials; and when the report will be published. [14305/19]

27/03/2019WRP00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Yes I have re-
ceived the report. The Commission of Investigation (Mother and Baby Homes and certain re-
lated Matters) submitted a Fifth Interim Report to me on 15 March 2019.

It is a substantial report which focuses on the burial arrangements of persons who died while 
resident in these institutions.  The report includes extensive technical reports prepared in the 
course of the Commission’s investigations into the burial site associated with the institution 
formerly known as the Tuam Mother and Baby Home and the Commission’s assessment of 
burial arrangements in respect of a number of other institutions within its remit. It also reports 
on burial arrangements in circumstances where the remains were initially transferred to educa-
tional institutions for anatomical examination. 

I intend to seek formal Government approval to publish the report after I have the opportu-
nity to discuss the report with the Commission and consult the Attorney General as appropriate. 
I will seek to conclude these considerations as soon as possible.

The dignity and memory of those who died in these institutions is central to my approach 
to these matters. I am mindful of the expectations of their families for an early publication date 
of the report.

My Department will advise representative groups, and those who have been in contact with 
the department on these matters, of developments prior to the publication of the report.

Given the importance and sensitivity of these matters, I do not propose to comment further 
on the contents of the report in advance of it being made public.

27/03/2019WRP00500Child Protection Guidelines

27/03/2019WRP00600261. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla is re-
viewing its policies in regard to circumstances in which children, the parents of whom pose a 
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risk to them, are taken into the care of grandparents and a child protection plan is created by 
Tusla but which Tusla refuses to formalise. [14475/19]

27/03/2019WRP00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy will 
be aware that I am not in a position to comment on individual cases, or matters which have been 
before the courts.

I have written to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency to request information on the opera-
tional aspects of the question. A further response will issue when I have their reply.

27/03/2019WRP00800Child Protection

27/03/2019WRP00900262. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
children being cared for under a private care arrangement between grandparents and the parents 
of the children that are known to Tusla and in which no formal structures have been established, 
including no formal structure in which the grandparents are financially supported to care for the 
children. [14476/19]

27/03/2019WRP01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am informed 
that this information is not collated centrally by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.

Tusla works in partnership with families and their networks to develop plans for children 
based on the strengths of the family and the individual circumstances of the child. Tusla endea-
vour, where possible, to support children at home or for their return home where this is in their 
best interests. Where this is not possible Tusla may apply to the courts to receive the child into 
care or enter into a voluntary agreement with the parent/guardian. 

An application can be made for a Guardianship Payment to the Department of Employment 
and Social Protection if a child, who is an orphan or abandoned, is being cared for on a full time 
basis by adults who are not their parent/guardian. 

27/03/2019WRP01100Family Resource Centres

27/03/2019WRP01200263. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when a 
decision will be made regarding the additional funding for a centre (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14506/19]

27/03/2019WRP01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency administers the Family Resource Centre (FRC) Programme. Tusla provides 
funding to seven FRCs in County Mayo. 

Tusla has advised me that the FRC to which the Deputy refers will receive the same amount 
of core funding in 2019 as it did in 2018, which is €101,110.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that funding of some €18 million is being made avail-
able to the Family Resource Centre Programme in 2019, an increase of €1.5 million over 2018 
funding. 

The additional funding of €1.5 million has been secured for Family Resource Centres to 
support and develop existing Family Resource Centres this year. 

Earlier this year, I met with officials from Tusla to discuss how the additional funding will 
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be used to provide supports and improve outcomes for vulnerable children and families within 
the Family Resource Centre Programme. I have requested some additional information and rec-
ommendations from Tusla. and I hope to make an announcement with regard to the additional 
funding of €1.5m for FRCs before the Easter break.

I am committed to the further development of Family Resource Centres and I will continue 
to seek necessary funding for them in future budget discussions. It is important that the needs 
of children and families are met in the best way possible, particularly in areas of disadvantage. 
I will continue to support the work of Family Resource Centres and family support services 
throughout the country.

27/03/2019WRP01400Community Services Programme Funding

27/03/2019WRP01500264. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if an application submitted by a local development group (details supplied) requesting addi-
tional centre staff as part of the Pobal-administered community services programme has been 
received; his views on the benefit that the additional resources being requested by the applicant 
could yield for the community in question; when a decision will issue in respect of same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14402/19]

27/03/2019WRP01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme (CSP) supports around 400 community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model, with funding provided as a fixed annual contri-
bution to the cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent (FTE) positions.  
Some €46m is available under the programme in 2019. 

The organisation in question receives funding under the CSP as a contribution towards the 
cost of two FTEs.  It sought additional support for a manager post and additional FTEs as part 
of the normal CSP Re-contracting Process in 2018.  However, the application did not demon-
strate sufficient need for the additional support sought.  The organisation was given a one-year 
contract at existing levels but was afforded an opportunity to submit a revised business plan in 
2019 to support its application for additional support.  

To this end, Pobal has been working closely with the organisation in recent months and a re-
vised business plan is expected to be submitted to Pobal for assessment by 30 April 2019.  This 
assessment will include inter alia consideration of the impact of the additional support sought 
for the community.

I expect Pobal to complete its assessment and submit a recommendation to my Department 
for decision before end-June 2019.  That said, should the organisation submit its revised busi-
ness plan to Pobal earlier than the deadline, this would allow Pobal complete its assessment and 
submit its recommendation for decision earlier than planned.  

27/03/2019WRP01700Fuel Allowance Eligibility

27/03/2019WRP01800265. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to review the process of awarding fuel allowance in certain circumstances (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14290/19]

27/03/2019WRP01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €630 each year) from 
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October to April, to over 377,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €240 million 
in 2019.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The 
allowance represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended 
to meet those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household. 

An applicant and members of his/her household may have a combined assessable income 
of up to €100.00 a week above the appropriate maximum State Pension (Contributory) rate and 
qualify for a payment.  The allowable means a person may have is increased by €9.00 to take the 
living alone allowance in to account, and to ensure that a person does not lose fuel entitlement 
because they are in receipt of the allowance.  Any changes to the qualifying criteria for the fuel 
allowance payment would have to be considered in the overall budgetary context.

The €100 a week means limit is significantly higher that the weekly fuel allowance rate of 
€22.50 and also the combined weekly total of household benefits and fuel allowance added to-
gether (€33.65).  It might be remembered that more than half of those over 66 are solely depen-
dent upon the State pension, and so a person who has additional pension income above €100, is 
not among the more disadvantaged people that Fuel Allowance is targeted at.

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, exceptional needs payments may be 
made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to meet out of their 
own resources, and this may include exceptional heating costs.  Decisions on such payments 
are made on a case-by-case basis.

The best way to tackle fuel poverty in the long term is to improve the energy efficiency of 
the dwelling.  My Department works with the Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment on these issues and in moving forward the actions agreed in the Energy Af-
fordability Strategy.  In that regard, the Better Energy Homes scheme provides support towards 
the installation of attic and wall insulation, and heating system upgrades.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRP02000Carer’s Benefit Appeals

27/03/2019WRP02100266. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s benefit by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14293/19]

27/03/2019WRP02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that it is envisaged that a decision will be 
made by an Appeals Officer in this case within the next week.  The person concerned will then 
be notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRP02300Gender Recognition

27/03/2019WRP02400267. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of the introduction of a legal pathway for children under 16 years of age to 
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obtain a gender recognition certificate; the number of applications for the certificate since the 
introduction of the provision; the number of applications refused; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14298/19]

27/03/2019WRP02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
current legislation does not provide for a person under 16 years to apply for a gender recogni-
tion certificate (GRC).  The overall number of applications for a GRC from the introduction of 
the provision up to 28 February 2019 is 463, of which 1 application was refused.

A review of the Gender Recognition Act 2015 was conducted last year, with a report pub-
lished in July 2018.  The report made 10 core recommendations, one of which was to provide 
for gender recognition for children on the following basis: 

A system of gender recognition should be introduced for children of any age, subject to the 
following key principles:

- Parental consent required (with an appropriate legal process to address cases where there 
is not consent from both parents or it is not possible or safe to obtain same), 

- Process would be administrative,  

- Straightforward revocation process, 

- Third party support for the child and family involved.           

The current position is that officials from my Department are considering the recommenda-
tions of the report of the Review Group, and how they can best be progressed, in conjunction 
with other relevant Departments and the office of the Attorney General.

When these deliberations are complete I will lay my own report on the review before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas, as provided for in section 7 of the Act.

27/03/2019WRP02600Ministerial Meetings

27/03/2019WRP02700268. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the details of meetings she has had with representatives of an organisation (details sup-
plied) following the collapse of its subsidiary company; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14299/19]

27/03/2019WRP02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It 
should be noted that my Department has no contract for services with Working Links, rather its 
contract is with Turas Nua for the provision of JobPath services to jobseekers. 

I have not met with Turas Nua in regard to recent developments concerning Working Links. 
However, Turas Nua has kept officials from my Department briefed on developments in this 
area and my officials have sought and received assurances that there will be no impact from 
these developments on the delivery of services to our customers.

27/03/2019WRP02900Disability Allowance Payments

27/03/2019WRP03000269. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on a case in which the estate of a deceased person cannot claim uncollected 
disability allowance payments in view of the fact that the deceased was predeceased by their 
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partner; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14325/19]

27/03/2019WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): No details of the case have been provided to my Department 
regarding this issue, and accordingly, only a general response can be provided.  There are nor-
mally two sets of circumstances in which payments may be made to the next of kin after the 
death of a person.  These are: 

1. Where there are uncollected post office payments.

and 

2. Where there is an entitlement to six weeks’ payment after death (continued payment) to 
be paid to a ‘related person’ of the deceased.

In relation to the first of these, the following are the general procedures applied when pay-
ment of any amount due is made.  

Where a will is in place, any uncollected payments due may be paid to or among such 
persons appearing to be beneficially entitled under the will of the deceased as the Department 
thinks proper.  In such circumstances any payment due would be paid to the Executor of the 
deceased’s estate.  Where a will is not in place, any arrears due may be paid to whoever ap-
pears to be beneficially entitled.  In general, this means that the arrears are paid to whoever has 
discharged the funeral expenses.

Further advice with regards to arrangements around a specific can be provided by contact-
ing the Disability Allowance section within the department (contact details are available on the 
departments web site at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/da.aspx#lef21f or by making contact 
with staff in the departments local Intreo or branch office.

27/03/2019WRP03200Pensions Data

27/03/2019WRP03300270. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of small self-administered pension schemes in existence here; the net 
asset value of these schemes; the reason the exemption from IORPs is being lifted for these 
schemes; if an economic assessment has been undertaken on the potential impact of removing 
this exemption; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14333/19]

27/03/2019WRP03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
transposition of the IORP II Directive will result in significant improvements to the regulation 
and governance of funded occupational pension schemes in Ireland.  Officials in my Depart-
ment, supported by the Pensions Authority, have conducted detailed analysis on the implemen-
tation of the Directive.  

While the Directive provides for the possibility of derogation from specific Articles for 
smaller schemes, I believe that members of smaller schemes should get the same protections 
and oversight as members of large schemes.  

The value of investments held in many schemes fell substantially during the financial crisis.  
This highlighted the need for stricter regulation and greater protections, especially for small 
schemes investing in riskier unregulated markets. Concerns in relation to this sector are particu-
larly around the protection of the consumer and the money they have invested, the riskiness of 
investments, the charges that apply, and the standard of governance.  Accordingly, the Govern-
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ment has decided that the provisions of the Directive should apply to all funded occupational 
pension schemes.  Money saved for pension purposes should be properly protected to ensure 
that people have adequate income for their retirement years.  

Under the Directive the underlying principle for capital investment is for schemes to invest 
in accordance with the ‘prudent person’ rule and other specific rules set out.  It is recognised that 
there should be an appropriate level of investment freedom for schemes within prudent limits 
and this is reflected in the rules.  Assets must be predominantly invested on regulated markets, 
i.e., at least 50%.  This allows adequate scope for investment in instruments with a long-term 
economic profile and non-listed undertakings such as property and infrastructure. In this regard 
the application of the Directive is prospective, not retrospective.  This means that existing in-
vestments and borrowings can remain in place.  After transposition all single member schemes, 
including small self-administered schemes, who are the only schemes currently allowed to bor-
row, will not be allowed to enter into new borrowing arrangements, except for short term and 
liquidity purposes.  All of their future investments will have to be made in accordance with the 
investment rules in the Directive. The Pension Authority advises that there are approx. 100,000 
single member schemes and that c.98% of these schemes are already compliant with the invest-
ment rules of the IORP II Directive.  

While small self-administered pension schemes may continue to invest in the Irish econ-
omy, including property and SMEs, the assets of the scheme must be properly diversified to 
avoid excessive reliance on any particular asset and thereby minimise risk in the portfolio as a 
whole.  Such diversification has been proven to reduce investment risk.   

According to the 2017 Report of the Association of Pension Trustees of Ireland (APTI) there 
are 7,756 small self-administered pension schemes with €3.38 billion in assets.  The majority of 
these are already compliant with the provisions of the new Directive.    

This approach will enhance consumer protection so that pension savers have adequate in-
come for their retirement years. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRP03500Social Welfare Payments

27/03/2019WRP03600271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when illness benefit and disability allowance arrears will issue in the case of a person 
(details supplied) in County Kildare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14345/19]

27/03/2019WRP03700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned is currently in receipt of Illness Benefit at 
the maximum rate. All arrears due to her have issued. 

She is currently paid up to date and medically certified as unfit for work until the 31st March 
2019.

The Department has no record of receipt of an application for Disability Allowance from 
the person concerned.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRP03800Carer’s Benefit Applications



27 March 2019

107

27/03/2019WRP03900272. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a decision on carer’s benefit for a person (details supplied) will be expedited in view of 
the fact that further medical evidence has been submitted; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14348/19]

27/03/2019WRP04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to persons who are providing full-time 
care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require that level of care.  It is 
payable for a maximum of 104 weeks for each person being cared for.

An application for carer’s benefit (CARB) was received from the person concerned on 24 
December 2018.

CARB was awarded for a period 13 September 2018 to 13 March 2019 following discharge 
of the care recipient from hospital. 

Upon expiry of the claim the person concerned requested an extension of his claim and sub-
mitted additional information in support of same.

The request is currently being considered by a Deciding Officer of my Department and once 
complete, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/03/2019WRP04100Telephone Call Charges

27/03/2019WRP04200273. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the revenue generated to her Department through the operation of the 1890 lo-call 
phone line; the amount of such revenue to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14371/19]

27/03/2019WRP04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
use of 1890 LoCall numbers by my Department is not a revenue generating operation.

My Department is committed to providing a choice of channels to our customers through 
which they can engage with us and the 1890 service is one of those channels available for cus-
tomers who wish to contact us by telephone.

1890 numbers are one class of Non-Geographic Numbers (NGN) provided for and regu-
lated by the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg).  In my Department’s 
case the 1890 numbers provide for a shared cost model where the customer pays a per minute 
charge, set by their telephone service provider, and my Department pays an associated charge 
to subsidise the call.

I am aware that some customers who use the service, particularly those who contact us by 
mobile phone, are not able to avail of LoCall rates as the service is not available from their 
telephone service providers.

Customers who wish to contact us by telephone, but cannot avail of the LoCall rates, should 
contact us using the local and national telephone numbers which are published on all our letters, 
leaflets and forms, and are also available on our website, www.welfare.ie.

My Department is aware that in January 2019 ComReg issued an Information Notice out-
lining its plans for Implementing the New NGN Platform (ComReg 19/01) and welcomes its 
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introduction.

27/03/2019WRP04400Carer’s Allowance Appeals

27/03/2019WRP04500274. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on a carer’s allowance appeal in respect of a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14372/19]

27/03/2019WRP04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal from the person concerned was 
referred to an Appeals Officer who has decided to hold an oral hearing in this case on 26th 
March 2019.  The person concerned was notified of the arrangements for the hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRQ00200Invalidity Pension Applications

27/03/2019WRQ00300275. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of an application for an invalidity pen-
sion in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14373/19]

27/03/2019WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on 28 February 2019.  
On 21 March, he was sent forms which he must complete so that it can be determined whether 
or not he satisfies the medical qualifying condition.  On receipt of the completed forms the 
claim will be processed as quickly as possible and he will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRQ00500Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

27/03/2019WRQ00600276. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a domiciliary care allowance will be approved in the case of a person (details sup-
plied). [14381/19]

27/03/2019WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for domiciliary care allowance ( DCA) was re-
ceived from this lady on the 20th February 2019.  Applications received mid January 2019 are 
currently being finalised.  The application will be considered by a deciding officer and the deci-
sion notified to her as soon as possible. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  
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27/03/2019WRQ00800State Pensions Payments

27/03/2019WRQ00900277. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a claim for updated or increased State pension for a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14419/19]

27/03/2019WRQ01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate 
State pension contributory entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods. 

My Department has written to pensioners in Quarter 4 2018 to explain the review process to 
them. That letter also informed pensioners that wherever possible the Department would use in-
formation already held to complete their review and where additional information was required, 
it would be requested in writing.

The person concerned has been reviewed using information already held by the Department. 
A review outcome has issued to the person concerned, outlining details of their increase in pay-
ment. Arrears of payment backdated 30 March 2018 will issue shortly. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/03/2019WRQ01100Community Employment Schemes Funding

27/03/2019WRQ01200278. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an organisation (details supplied) in County Kerry will receive assistance; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14421/19]

27/03/2019WRQ01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Work Schemes such as Community Employment (CE) are labour market programmes that en-
able long-term unemployed to progress into employment and/or further education and training. 
Participation limits on these schemes are necessary to allow for the maximum utilisation of 
places amongst qualifying persons. It is important to note that participation is intended to be 
for a temporary fixed term and the positions offered are not full-time sustainable jobs. Instead, 
the placements are designed to break the cycle of unemployment and maintain work readiness, 
thereby improving a person’s opportunities of returning to the open labour market.

The Department strongly supports the work being done through these schemes and the 
vital roles they are playing in local communities. In this regard if any scheme is experiencing 
particular recruitment difficulties, they should contact their local Department Intreo Centre for 
assistance.

27/03/2019WRQ01400State Pensions

27/03/2019WRQ01500279. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the level of weekly income a person of pension age can receive from part-time employment 
without affecting his or her rate of contributory or non-contributory pension. [14456/19]

27/03/2019WRQ01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
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rate of state pension (contributory) awarded to an individual is based solely on their social in-
surance record.  There is no means / income test for that pension, and therefore pensioners have 
no limit on earnings that will effect their SPC rate of payment.

The State Pension (non-contributory) (SPNC) is a means tested payment.  Wages from em-
ployment of up to €200 per week are disregarded from the means test for this pension.  Those 
with means of less than €30 per week may qualify for the maximum rate.  Effectively this 
means that pensioners qualifying for the non-contributory pension may, depending upon their 
circumstances, earn up to €230 per week from employment without it affecting the rate of their 
pension. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/03/2019WRQ01700Supplementary Welfare Allowance Payments

27/03/2019WRQ01800280. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a SWA by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14459/19]

27/03/2019WRQ01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
issue has arisen as a result of the manner in which earnings from employment were assessed in 
this case. In the SWA assessment, earnings are calculated on an yearly average and so the means 
were as stated. In view of the working arrangement that the person concerned has entered into 
with her employer and the reduction in the hours worked, as outlined by the Deputy, I would 
advise that she should re-engage with her CWO and have her means reassessed.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/03/2019WRQ02000Disability Allowance Applications

27/03/2019WRQ02100281. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); if same 
will be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14462/19]

27/03/2019WRQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this gentleman on 21 January 2019.  

On 25 March 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documentation 
required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility.  On receipt of this 
information a decision will be made on his DA application and the person concerned will be 
notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/03/2019WRQ02300EU Directives

27/03/2019WRQ02400282. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection further to Parliamentary Question No. 630 of 12 March 2019, if an EU directive has 
been issued regarding the European Court of Justice ruling in favour of persons (details sup-
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plied) in Spain that found travel time in respect of mobile workers to be actual working time; 
if a directive has been issued to member states, when it will be transposed into legislation here; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14473/19]

27/03/2019WRQ02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am aware of the judgement of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) in Case 
266/14 generally referred to as the ‘Tyco case’.  The decision made in the Tyco case was based 
on a set of facts relating to the particular circumstances of mobile workers in the context of a 
pre-existing arrangement in respect of those journeys. 

The Tyco case was referred to the CJEU in relation to the interpretation of the EU Directive 
2003/88/EC concerning certain aspects of the organisation of working time.  In the Tyco case, 
the CJEU found that, where workers do not have a fixed or habitual place of work, the time 
spent by those workers travelling each day between their homes and the premises of the first 
and last customers designated by their employer constitutes ‘working time’, within the meaning 
of the Directive. 

It is a significant feature of the case that the employer, Tyco, had regarded as working time 
the journeys of the workers, at the beginning and end of each day to and from customers, before 
the abolition of its regional offices.  The CJEU found that the fact that this time was regarded 
as working time under Directive 2003/88/EC was important.  The CJEU noted that the nature 
of those journeys had not changed since the abolition of the regional offices and it was only 
the departure point of the journeys that had changed.  It is these distinct facts pertaining to the 
circumstances of these workers that informed the decision of the CJEU in this case.

It should be noted that the Directive 2003/88/EC does not apply to the remuneration of 
workers. Employers are free to determine the remuneration for time spent travelling between 
home and customers, a point made by the CJEU in the Tyco case.  There has been no new Direc-
tive issued from the European Commission arising from the Tyco decision. 

The primary purpose of Directive 2003/88/EC is to set down minimum safety and health 
requirements for the organisation of working time.  It is given effect in Irish law by the Organi-
sation of Working Time Act 1997 (as amended).  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/03/2019WRQ02600Nitrates Action Programme Review

27/03/2019WRQ02700283. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to amend the regulations regarding slurry spreading to introduce greater 
flexibility as to when this practice is permitted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14300/19]

27/03/2019WRQ02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2017, 
as amended, give legal effect in Ireland to the Nitrates Directive and to our Nitrates Action Pro-
gramme (NAP). The Nitrates Directive requires all member states to define set periods when 
the land application of fertiliser, including slurry, is not allowed and in Ireland the closed season 
commences on 15 October and closes on January 12 / 15th / 31st (depending on which part of 
the country a farm is located).

The closed periods in Ireland were decided following extensive consultation and were dis-
cussed with farming bodies and the European Commission when Ireland’s Nitrates Action Pro-
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gramme was introduced.  The provisions of the Regulations are underpinned by scientific re-
search and good agricultural practice. The most recent scientific studies carried out on a diverse 
range of farm and soil types as part of Teagasc’s ongoing Agricultural Catchments Programme 
have provided further evidence in support of the efficacy of the prohibited spreading periods in 
reducing nutrient losses to waters.

While acknowledging the extreme weather conditions experienced throughout the country 
over the past year, including the sustained period of drought conditions last summer, I do not 
have any plans to make changes to the slurry spreading deadline. However, I will continue to 
keep this matter under review in consultation with the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

27/03/2019WRQ02900Register of Electors Administration

27/03/2019WRQ03000284. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the review process he is undertaking relative to the way in which the Register of Elec-
tors is compiled and updated. [14316/19]

27/03/2019WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): In March 2017 the Government determined that work should 
commence on modernisation of the voter registration process. In addition to meeting the ob-
jective to modernise the registration process generally, the Government was also cognisant of 
the possible need to register voters resident outside the State in the event that a referendum on 
extending the franchise in Presidential elections is passed. 

The modernisation project will include consideration of wider policy and legislative chang-
es. There will be an initial focus on a series of proposals including those made by the Joint 
Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gaeltacht in its report on the consultation it carried 
out on the proposed Electoral Commission in 2016. The proposals currently under consider-
ation include an optional online registration process in parallel with the existing paper based 
system; the creation of a unique identifier for individuals; proportionate and measures to im-
prove the accuracy, completeness and timeliness of changes to the register information, e.g. in 
respect of those that are deceased.

Conscious of the importance of the register and its role in our democracy and the need to 
ensure security and integrity are key priorities for any changes being considered, significant 
consultation has been underway to engage all stakeholders, including registration authorities, 
the political system at all levels and the public.   

An initial technical consultation with franchise teams in local authorities was completed in 
September 2018 and the constructive inputs received informed the further development of pro-
posals and consultation documents which informed the launch of a public consultation process 
on 17 December 2018 which offered an opportunity to all relevant stakeholders and the public 
to contribute. Following the closing date of 15 March 2019 for the public consultation process, 
some 180 submissions were received in my Department from a range of individuals, public 
representatives, local authorities, political parties and community and voluntary and business 
organisations.

Details of the consultation are available on my Department’s website at the following link: 
www.housing.gov.ie/public-consultation-proposals-modernise-electoral-registration-process.  

Following this consultation phase a report will be drafted, regarding the modernisation pro-
posals and the feedback and responses from the consultation, with a view to progressing the 
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next steps for implementing changes.

27/03/2019WRQ03200Social and Affordable Housing Funding

27/03/2019WRQ03300285. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a request for funding to develop affordable housing has been received from Cork 
County Council. [14326/19]

27/03/2019WRQ03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
In order to support the affordable housing programmes of local authorities, the Government 
has committed €310 million, over the three years 2019 to 2021, under the Serviced Sites Fund 
(SSF) announced as part of Budget 2019. The funding is available for key facilitating infra-
structure, on public lands, to support the provision of affordable homes to purchase or rent. It 
is envisaged a maximum amount of SSF funding of €50,000 per affordable home and on this 
basis, at least 6,200 affordable homes could be facilitated.

The issue of affordable housing is not a requirement throughout the whole country.  As such, 
in order to target funding interventions, in November 2018 local authorities were invited to 
undertake a financial/economic assessment of each of its sites (not allocated to social housing 
only) to assess whether provision of affordable homes is economically viable.  Local authori-
ties were also asked to assess the broader housing affordability within their area.  Following 
a workshop in December 2018, 19 local authorities returned economic assessments. This in-
cluded Cork County Council, who carried out such assessments in areas where affordability 
issues exist on five sites.

In December 2018, approval in principle issued for ten infrastructure projects across five 
local authority areas, in Dublin and Cork City and County. This first tranche of funding of €43 
million will enable delivery of 1,400 affordable homes on local authority lands, including one 
project in Glanmire in Cork County which will enable delivery of 20 affordable homes. We 
expect infrastructure works on these projects to begin as soon as possible in 2019 and delivery 
of affordable homes from 2020 onwards. There are five further projects under active consider-
ation, with the potential to facilitate the delivery of an additional 230 affordable homes.

The economic assessments returned in December 2018 will also form the basis of the 2nd 
call under the Serviced Sites Fund which it is anticipated will be issued to local authorities next 
month.

27/03/2019WRQ03500Public Private Partnerships Cost

27/03/2019WRQ03600286. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the full cost of the first tranche of PPP social housing units the contract for which was 
signed with Comhairle in March 2019; the full cost of the contract over the lifetime of the PPP; 
the cost of the monthly availability agreement paid to Comhairle; the cost per unit of accommo-
dation provided; and the way in which these costs compare to the public sector benchmarking 
exercise carried out by DCC, the NDF and his Department in advance of the tendering process. 
[14335/19]

27/03/2019WRQ03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing PPP Programme involves an investment with a capital value of €300 mil-
lion. It is to deliver 1,500 social housing units in total, via three bundles. The first bundle, which 
comprises six PPP sites, will provide 534 units in the Greater Dublin Area. Two of the sites are 
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located in the Dublin City Council area with one each in the County Council areas of South 
Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow and Louth. 

The Social Housing PPP Programme is being delivered through the ‘availability’-based PPP 
model. Under this type of contract, the PPP project company, as the private partner, designs, 
builds, finances and maintains public buildings on sites provided by the State, in this case 
through the local authority. Payment is made by the State only once construction of the build-
ings is complete and the units are ready to house tenants. The payment comprises a monthly 
‘availability’ and performance-based payment (or unitary charge) made over the term of the 
25-year contract.

Land provided by the local authority is made available by way of a licence. Ownership of 
State land is not transferred to the private partner PPP company. Tenants allocated to PPP units 
will be nominated by the local authority, in the normal manner, from the local authority social 
housing waiting list, in accordance with that local authority’s allocation scheme. Each respec-
tive local authority therefore retains tenant nomination rights, and is to be the contractual land-
lord, with the same differential rent arrangements applying.

The contract for the first bundle of the Social Housing PPP programme was awarded to 
Comhar Housing Consortium on 19 March 2019. 

The total capital construction cost for Bundle 1 is approximately €120 million in nominal 
terms. This includes the construction of the 534 homes, the associated site works such as roads 
and play areas, and community facilities at the Ayrfield site. This equates to approximately 
€225,000 per unit, inclusive of ancillary works. The total cost is in line with the programme 
estimates, which aims to deliver 1,500 units under a €300m investment programme.

The full value of the contract, the duration of which includes the construction period plus a 
25-year operating period, is estimated in nominal terms at €301 million (exclusive of VAT and 
including a forecast of inflation). Over the lifetime of the contract, this equates to an average of 
approximately €1m per month, (exclusive of VAT and inclusive of an allowance for inflation), 
or approximately €1,900 per unit per month. This cost includes all maintenance, operating, 
lifecycle, tenancy management and financing costs. Service provision that is included in the 
contract includes building and asset management, waste management, security, void manage-
ment, tenant helpdesk services, and the provision of community development services. At the 
end of this period the units are handed over to the relevant local authority.

The estimated full value of the contract, as outlined above, is due to be published as part of 
the Contract Award Notice in the Official Journal of the European Union, as is standard practice 
under European procurement procedures. In addition to the full value of the contract, the State 
will be liable for payment of VAT on the capital construction costs, as well as utility connection 
charges for each unit.

No unitary charge payments are required to be made until the homes are constructed and 
available to house tenants, at which point the 25-year operating period commences. As with 
all availability-based PPPs, the monthly unitary charge is subject to both the availability of the 
homes and the performance of Comhar in the provision of services. 

In accordance with the Department of Finance Guidance “Value for Money and the Public 
Private Partnership Process”, value for money testing was carried out at different stages of 
the procurement process for the project. This included a comparison of the winning tenderer’s 
bid with the Public Sector Benchmark and I can confirm that in this case that the winning ten-
derer’s bid was lower than the Public Sector Benchmark. However, as the Deputy will be aware, 
given the commercially sensitive nature of the detailed information and financial calculations 
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included in the PSB, it is not possible to reveal the specifics of this at this time.

27/03/2019WRQ03800Housing Adaptation Grant Funding

27/03/2019WRQ03900287. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the reason the 2019 housing adaptation grant funding for older persons and persons with a dis-
ability for Sligo County Council has been reduced from the 2018 allocation of €1.6 million; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14352/19]

27/03/2019WRQ04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The initial funding 2018 allocation to Sligo County Council in respect of the Housing Adapta-
tion Grants for Older People and People with a Disability, was €1,367,534.  Later in the year, 
a request from the Council for additional funding was facilitated by my Department, with a 
further €232,466 provided, bringing the Council’s total allocation for 2018 to €1.6 million.

Sligo County Council’s initial 2019 allocation of €1,405,298, is an increase of €37,764 on 
their initial 2018 allocation.  Based on population, which increasingly is the basis on which al-
locations are made, this is a fair allocation to Sligo relative to the thirty other local authorities. 

Over the course of each year, my Department works closely with all local authorities to 
monitor spend and to achieve a full drawdown of the available funding. As the year progresses, 
any underspend is redistributed to those local authorities with high levels of grant activity who 
seek additional funding.  Sligo County Council can be considered for additional funding in this 
context, if it emerges that other local authorities will not spend in full.  

27/03/2019WRQ04100Local Elections Expenditure

27/03/2019WRQ04200288. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the guidelines and spending limits that will apply for the local elections in May 2019; his 
plans to issue further guidelines in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14363/19]

27/03/2019WRQ04300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) 
Act 1999, as amended by Part 2 of Schedule 2 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, 
provides for an expenditure and donations disclosure regime at local elections.  Section 12A of 
the Act makes provision for three population bands with local electoral area spending limits of 
€13,000, €11,500 and €9,750 respectively.  

A summary of the population bands and candidate spending limits that will apply at the lo-
cal elections in May 2019 is set out in the table below.

 Local Electoral Area Candidate Spending Limit
 Population in excess of 35,000 €13,000
 Population between 18,001 and 35,000 €11,500
 Population of 18,000 or less €9,750

Under section 12A of the Act, candidates nominated by a political party are deemed to au-
tomatically allocate 10% of their spending limit to the national agent of the political party.  The 
10% figure can be varied upwards or downwards by written agreement between the candidate 
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and the national agent of the political party.

Section 12B of the Act provides that the period for the reckoning of election expenses, 
during which the spending limits apply, is to commence between 50 and 60 days prior to poll-
ing day.  The date of commencement of the spending period is set out in an order made before 
the local elections.  In this context, Minister Murphy made the polling day order on 25 March 
2019 announcing a polling day of 24 May 2019 and an order setting the spending period will 
be published shortly.

In addition, under section 18(6) of the Act, local authorities must draw up and publish to 
persons to whom the Act applies, guidelines concerning the steps to be taken by them to ensure 
compliance with the Act generally.  To support local authorities in this regard, my Department 
is preparing draft guidelines which local authorities may then make available.  These draft 
guidelines are expected to issue to local authorities shortly.

27/03/2019WRQ04400Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

27/03/2019WRQ04500289. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of persons on the housing and transfer waiting lists by each local authority by 
the most recent figures available in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14365/19]

27/03/2019WRQ04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local authority 
area are provided in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA). The most 
recent summary, which was carried out in June 2018, details the number of households on all 
local authority waiting lists as at 11 June 2018. The detailed report for the 2018 summary can 
be found on my Department’s website at the link below: www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/
publications/files/summary_of_social_housing_assessments_2018_-_key_findings.pdf.

My Department does not  currently hold information on the number of households on local 
authorities’ housing transfer lists.  The management of these lists is a matter for individual lo-
cal authorities and the numbers fluctuate continually as, for example, households are granted 
transfers, in accordance with an authority’s allocation scheme, to take up other accommodation 
options.

My Department is currently working with the Housing Agency on the proposed 2019 sum-
mary. I expect the results of that summary to be available early in the final quarter of this year. 
My Department is also examining whether data on the transfer lists can be provided in the fu-
ture and would hope to be able to publish initial figures around the same time as the SSHA is 
published.

27/03/2019WRR00200Housing Estates

27/03/2019WRR00300290. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 1198 of 6 November 2018, the further 
progress he has made to date regarding the taking in charge of developments with stand-alone 
treatment plants; the discussions he has had with Irish Water on the matter; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14426/19]

27/03/2019WRR00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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Residential developments consisting of two or more dwellings that have been granted planning 
permission under section 34 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) may 
be eligible (depending on the grant of planning condition) for taking in charge. The taking in 
charge of residential estates by local authorities is provided for under section 180 of the 2000 
Act and is a reserved function of the elected members. 

Under Section 180 (1) of the Act, the planning authority is obliged to initiate taking in 
charge procedures where requested by either the developer or by the majority of owners of the 
dwellings. However, this is subject to  the development being completed to the satisfaction of 
the authority and in accordance with the permission and any conditions. 

My Department  launched the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) in April 2016 
to trial new approaches and working methods in supporting and accelerating overall national 
and local action on the taking-in-charge process of housing estates, including estates with de-
veloper-provided water services infrastructure which can include stand-alone treatment plants. 
Under the terms of the NTICI, which was underpinned by €10 million in funding, developments 
subject to valid taking-in-charge applications were eligible for inclusion in the associated call 
for funding proposals. Ultimately, €7.5 million of the allocated funding was paid to local au-
thorities in respect of 330 developments, containing some 14,930 homes. 

Findings and recommendations from the NTICI process were included in a report on the 
initiative that was published by my Department in December 2018. The report is available at 
the following link: 

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/national_taking_in_charge_initia-
tive_report_dec2018.pdf.  

The publication of the NTICI report is of value to local authorities and other stakeholders 
in applying the lessons from the pilot authorities, in a more general roll-out of a streamlined 
approach to taking-in-charge, including through coordination with capital works by Irish Water. 
In this regard, my Department is liaising with Irish Water in relation to the report.

Ultimately, however, progression of individual developments through the taking-in-charge 
process is a matter for the relevant housing developer, the residents in such developments and 
the relevant local authorities, following the procedures laid out in section 180.   

The National Development Plan, published last year, includes provision of €31 million for 
the period 2018-2021 for developer-provided infrastructure, commencing with an estimates 
provision of €6 million in 2019.  The multi-annual programme will be initiated through the invi-
tation of project bids from local authorities followed by their evaluation by an Expert Panel, set 
up by my Department, to independently evaluate the bid projects and make recommendations 
to my Department on suitable projects to be approved for funding.  It is expected that approval 
of projects for this first cycle multi-annual programme will take place in Q2 2019.

27/03/2019WRR00500Energy Efficiency

27/03/2019WRR00600291. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of council properties in each category of BER rating; and the estimated cost to 
bring each of the categories of property up to a BER A rating in tabular form. [14432/19]

27/03/2019WRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) is the statu-
tory agency responsible for the implementation and management of the Building Energy Rat-
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ing (BER) Scheme, in accordance with Ireland’s obligations under the Energy Performance of 
Buildings Directive.  These regulations require every new building to have a BER Certificate 
since 1 January 2007.  In addition, any existing dwelling, offered for sale or letting on or after 
1 January 2009, also requires a BER certificate.

Information and statistics in relation to the administration of the BER scheme are available 
on the SEAI website at www.seai.ie/resources/publications/Domestic-BER-Statistics.pdf.

The SEAI also provide BER statistics to the Central Statistics Office (CSO) which, in turn, 
publishes comprehensive quarterly bulletins which provide a detailed breakdown of BER rat-
ings. This information is available on the CSO website at www.cso.ie/en/statistics/environ-
mentstatistics/domesticbuildingenergyratings/.

My Department does not collate data on BER statistics or collect BER data in relation to 
social housing homes. However all new dwellings, including social housing, must comply with 
building regulations. Current regulations require a typical dwelling to have a BER of A3 and 
98% of all new dwellings are, indeed, built to this standard. 

The Nearly Zero Energy Building (NZEB) performance for new dwellings represents an 
improvement in energy and carbon dioxide emissions performance of 70% over 2005 standards 
and requires renewables on all new dwellings. This is typically equivalent to a Building Energy 
Rating (BER) of A2. The draft regulations and accompanying technical guidance to implement 
this have completed public consultation and the regulations are expected to be signed into law 
shortly. These regulations will also require that where Major Renovations take place which are 
greater than 25% of the surface area of the dwelling, the dwelling should achieve a cost opti-
mal performance where feasible. This is equivalent to a B2 building energy rating for a typical 
dwelling.   

Local authorities are currently undertaking an ambitious programme of insulation retrofit-
ting, with the support of my Department, on the least energy efficient social housing homes. 
Funding of some €128.7 million has been provided from 2013 to end-2018 to improve energy 
efficiency and comfort levels in over 68,000 local authority homes, benefitting those at risk of 
fuel poverty and making a significant contribution to Ireland’s carbon emissions reduction tar-
gets and energy reduction targets for 2020.

The insulation retrofitting programme is being implemented in a number of phases. Phase 1 
commenced in 2013 and focused on providing attic/roof insulation and the less intrusive cavity 
wall insulation in all relevant properties. Phase 2 of the retrofitting programme focuses on the 
external fabric upgrade of those social housing homes with solid/hollow block wall construc-
tion. 

The budget allocation for social housing energy efficiency works in 2019 is €25 million.  
My Department is currently working with the local authorities regarding their work proposals 
and related funding requirements for 2019, following which allocations will be made.  The 
number of social homes to be targeted in 2019, and for subsequent years, will depend on the 
work proposals and priorities submitted from the local authorities, and the available funding. 

27/03/2019WRR00800Planning Data

27/03/2019WRR00900292. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of applications for fast-track housing development made under the 
legislation introduced in the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies 
Act 2016, by county; the number of developments that went to build after securing planning 
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permission; the number of development sites that were sold on the market after securing plan-
ning permission and before going on to build; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14435/19]

27/03/2019WRR01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 introduced new 
temporary streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for strategic housing de-
velopments (SHD) - i.e. developments of 100 housing units or more or student accommodation 
or shared accommodation developments of 200 bed spaces or more - to be made directly to An 
Bord Pleanála for determination instead of having to be submitted in the first instance to the 
local planning authority with the possibility of subsequent appeal to the Board.  These arrange-
ments came into operation on 3 July 2017.

The primary purpose of the SHD arrangements is to speed up the planning decision-making 
process, thereby providing greater planning certainty for developers in terms of the timelines 
within which proposals for such developments can be determined, while simultaneously fully 
respecting the statutory requirements for public consultation in respect of such proposals. 

The Board had received 65 SHD applications since the new arrangements came into opera-
tion up until 28 February 2019.  A breakdown of applications by county area is as follows:

County Total Applications Local Authority Breakdown Total Applications
Cork 10 Cork City Council 4

Cork County Council 6
Dublin 33 Dublin City Council 11

DLR County Council 15
Fingal County Council 2
South Dublin County Council 5

Galway 5 Galway City Council 1
Galway County   Council 4

Kildare 11 Kildare County Council 11
Louth 1 Louth County Council 1
Meath 2 Meath County Council 2
Waterford 1 Waterford City and County 

Council
1

Wexford 1 Wexford County Council 1
Wicklow 1 Wicklow County Council 1
Total 65 Total 65

The Board has issued decisions in respect of 43 of the 65 cases to date, all within the statu-
tory time period of 16 weeks of receipt of a planning application, 29 of which were granted per-
mission. The remaining 22 applications are being dealt with in accordance with the legislative 
requirements and timeframes, and decisions will issue during the coming weeks and months.  

The information requested in relation to the sale of individual developments prior to the 
commencement of works on the SHD sites in question is not generally available in my Depart-
ment.  However, of the applications that were granted permission, it is understood that com-
mencement notices have been lodged in respect of 13 of these projects to date. 


