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06/03/2019WRB00150Oideachas trí Ghaeilge

06/03/2019WRB0020013. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna céard iad 
na céimeanna a bheartaíonn sé a ghlacadh lena chinntiú go mbeidh soláthar scoileanna lán-
Ghaeilge ar fáil le freastal ar an éileamh ar oideachas trí Ghaeilge ar fud an Stáit; agus an ndé-
anfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh [10950/19]

06/03/2019WRB00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Mar chuid de Straitéis 20 Bliain 
don nGaeilge 2010-2030 tá gealltanas tugtha ag mo Roinn deiseanna a chruthú chun oideachas 
trí mheán na Gaeilge a leathnú amach lasmuigh den nGaeltacht sa chomhthéacs go mbunófar 
42 scoil nua le linn na tréimhse 2019 go 2022 agus mar chuid den bpróiseas pátrúnachta nua fé-
achfar go háirithe ar Ghaelscoileanna, Gaelcholáistí agus Aonaid Lán-Ghaeilge a bhunú. Lena 
chois sin tá mo Roinn ag obair i gcónaí le luchtanna leasa chun tuilleadh forbartha a dhéanamh 
ar pholasaí ina thaobh seo ag an leibhéal iar-bhunscoile.

Tar éis a bheith fógartha i mí Aibreáin 2018 go mbunófaí 42 scoil nua idir 2019 agus 2022 
d’fhorbrair mo Roinn Córas Próiseála Pátrúnachta ar-Líne a thugann eolas neamhspleách agus 
a ligeann do thuismitheoirí a chur in iúl cad is fearr leo maidir le pátrúnacht agus teanga te-
agaisc, is é sin, Gaeilge nó Béarla, sna scoileanna nua seo.   Tá tosaíochtaí na dtuismitheoirí 
chomh maith le ceisteanna eile, ar nós an méid éagsúlacht soláthair i gceantar (soláthar trí 
mheán na Gaeilge san áireamh), rí-thábhachtach don bpróiseas cinnteoireachta.

Mar thoradh air seo bronnadh pátrúnacht ar trí cinn de scoileanna as an 13 bhunscoil atá le 
bunú in 2019 ar an bhForas Pátrúnachta mar Ghaelscoileanna lán-Ghaeilge i  gceantair phleaná-
la scoile Baile an Bhóthair_An Charraig Dhubh; Dhroim Conrach_ Marino_ Áth Cliath1; agus 
Maigh Nuad.

Maidir leis an deich gceantar eile, measfar an scóip atá againn chun scoileanna lán-Ghaeilge 
atá ann cheana féin in aice leo a mhéadú. Pléifidh mo Roinn an scéal seo leis an bhForas 
Pátrúnachta.

Lasmuigh de sin bunófar Gaelcholáiste iar-bhunscoile nua i Má Nuad i mí Mheán Fómhair 
2019.

Bhí an Roinn ag caint le Gaeloideachas agus le luchtanna leasa eile maidir le forbairt Aonaid 
le fíor-dhéanaí ag cruinniú ar an 13 Nollaig 2018.

De bhreis air seo tá gealltanas sa Straitéis 20 Bliain go measfar an t-éileamh ar thuilleadh 
soláthair do scoileanna lán-Ghaeilge mar chuid den bPróiseas um Athchumrú Scoileanna ar 
mhaithe le hÉagsúlacht.  Ina thaobh seo tá deis ar fáil do scoileanna Béarla ar mhaith leo aistriú 
chuig soláthar trí mheán na Gaeilge más mian dearfa na dtuismitheoirí agus pobal scoile na 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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háite a leithéid.

English Translation:

To ask the Minister for Education and Skills what are the steps he intends to take to ensure a 
supply of all-Irish schools to meet the demand for education through Irish throughout the State; 
and will he make a statement on the matter.

As part of the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030, my Department has com-
mitted to creating opportunities for expanding Irish-medium education outside the Gaeltacht 
in the context of the establishment of 42 new schools from 2019 to 2022, which will afford 
particular consideration to the establishment of Gaelscoileanna, Gaelcholáistí, and Aonaid Lán-
Ghaeilge as part of the new patronage process. My Department is also continuing to work with 
stakeholders to further develop policy in this regard at post-primary level.

Following the April 2018 announcement of the establishment of 42 new schools from 2019 
to 2022, my Department has developed a new Online Patronage Process System, which pro-
vides objective information and allows parents to express their preferences in relation to the 
patronage and language of instruction, i.e. Irish or English, of these new schools.   Parental 
preferences, as well as other considerations such as the extent of diversity of provision in an 
area (including Irish-medium provision), are key to the decision-making process.

This has resulted in patronage of three of the 13 primary schools to be established in 2019 
being awarded to An Foras Pátrúnachta as Irish-medium Gaelscoileanna in the Booterstown_
Blackrock; Drumcondra_Marino_Dublin 1; and Maynooth school planning areas.

The scope for expansion of existing Irish-medium schools that are located near to the other 
10 areas will also be assessed and my Department will be engaging with An Foras Pátrúnachta 
in respect of same.

Separately, a new post-primary Gaelcholáiste will be established in Maynooth in September 
2019.

The Department has been in communication with Gaeloideachas and other stakeholders in 
relation to the development of Aonaid, most recently at a meeting on December 13th 2018.

The 20 year Strategy also includes a commitment to assessing the demand for increased 
provision for Irish-medium schools as part of the Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity Pro-
cess.  In this regard, an opportunity is available to English-medium schools seeking to make a 
transition to Irish-medium provision, in line with the expressed wishes of parents and the local 
school community.

06/03/2019WRB00350Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRB0040014. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a new school 
(details supplied) in County Donegal will move to build stage; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10858/19]

06/03/2019WRB00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The brief for the major build-
ing project for the school to which the Deputy refers is to provide a new 3 storey 24 classroom 
school with ancillary accommodation. 

This project at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b (Detailed Design), 
which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender documents. 
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All statutory approvals have been secured.

The pre-qualification process to select a short-list of contractors for tender stage is currently 
on-going.  In parallel with this process the Design Team is currently working on a submission to 
the Department outlining the steps required to achieve compliance with Part L of the Building 
Regulations 2017 (NZEB - “Near Zero Energy Building”). This is a new requirement arising 
from the introduction of Part L (Conservation of Fuel and Energy) of the Building Regulations 
to ensure compliance with the EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD). Part L 
of the Building Regulations 2017 applies to buildings other than dwellings and came into effect 
on 22 December 2017.

When pre-qualification is complete and the design team’s NZEB submission has been con-
sidered and any consequential amendments to Stage 2(b) design and tender documents have 
been implemented this project will then be progressed to tender stage.

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. Upon completion of 
tender stage this project will then progress to construction stage.

As a T.D. for Donegal, I welcome this Governments investment in a number of education 
projects across the County. This school, when opened, will be a benefit to generations of Done-
gal school children for decades to come. 

As Minister for Education and Skills I will continue to work to make sure this school is 
opened as quickly as possible.

06/03/2019WRB00550School Closures

06/03/2019WRB0060015. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Department 
has completed its analysis of the proposal by Cavan and Monaghan ETB to close schools (de-
tails supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there is widespread opposition 
at local level to the ETB proposal; his plans to ensure that the present delivery of second-level 
school services in the west County Cavan area through the schools will continue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10867/19]

06/03/2019WRB00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the decision making authority for any amalgamation belongs to the Patron/Trustees of the 
school, and this is subject to the approval of my Department.

Any proposed change involves extensive negotiations at local level and must be well planned 
and managed in a manner that accommodates the interests of students, parents, teachers, local 
communities and contributes to an inclusive education system.  

My Department has sought further information from the Patron of the schools referred to by 
the Deputies relating to the proposed amalgamation and this is awaited. The matter can be con-
sidered further following receipt of this information.

06/03/2019WRB00750Abbey Theatre

06/03/2019WRB0080016. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a recent report from the OECD with respect to literacy standards amongst third 
level students; if his Department has carried out research on literacy among students attending 
third-level courses; if so, the findings of such studies; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [10876/19]

06/03/2019WRB0090029. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
university graduates who are functionally illiterate; the cohorts which are tracked by his De-
partment; if he is working to identify the factors driving decreases in levels of literacy amongst 
graduates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10878/19]

06/03/2019WRB01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 16 and 29 together.

I have noted the recent reporting on graduate literacy rates. The most recent figures from the 
OECD on adult literacy dates from 2010-2012.  Ireland did not score significantly differently 
from the OECD average, although the country comparisons are based on varying response rates 
and are associated with sizeable standard errors.

When levels of education are taken into account the proportion of adults at or below level 
1 drops from 15.5% for students with post-secondary, non-tertiary qualifications to 2.3% of 
graduates with a masters-research degree.  

A particular issue with surveys of this type has been the common misconception that those 
at the lowest levels of literacy proficiency, typically Level 1 or below, have little or no literacy 
skills or are ‘functionally illiterate’. In fact the reading component tests administered under the 
PIAAC survey show that even at the lowest levels of literacy proficiency there are significant 
levels of reading skill.

Structures supporting access to higher education for students with additional needs have 
evolved immensely over the past 15 to 20 years. It is unclear if the OCED figures take into ac-
count those students who may have had access to additional supports such as scribes for exam 
purposes. 

In terms of graduate outcomes and employer satisfaction 78% of all graduates are working, 
or due to start work, 9 months after graduation, with 14% in further study or training.  The latest 
national employer survey also indicates that the majority of employers are very satisfied with 
graduates across a range of workplace and personal attributes. 

In terms of the role of the broader education system literacy, along with numeracy, are 
among the most important life skills that our schools teach and it is a fundamental priority that 
no child should leave school without have mastered these skills to the best of their abilities.

06/03/2019WRB01050Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRB0110017. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the plans for a permanent school building for a school (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10929/19]

06/03/2019WRB01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a 
Major Capital Project for the provision of permanent accommodation for the school in question 
to cater for a Long Term Projected Enrolment of 1,000 pupils is being addressed as part of my 
Department’s Capital Programme.

My Department proposes to master plan a 12 acre site owned by Kildare and Wicklow 
Education and Training Board (KWETB) to demonstrate how the accommodation needs of the 
school in question could potentially be met on this site. In this regard, I have issued a direction 
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to KWETB in relation to  facilitating and co-operating with my Department in relation to the 
master planning process.  

The master planning process is an opportunity to address concerns by providing greater 
clarity to all parties on how the accommodation needs of both the school referred to by the 
Deputy and a Further Education College could be met on site. It provides an opportunity to 
identify how modern fit for purpose accommodation could be provided, which will be mutually 
beneficial for both parties.

06/03/2019WRB01250Physical Education Facilities

06/03/2019WRB0130018. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a survey of the 
available physical education facilities for students studying at senior cycle will be commis-
sioned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10882/19]

06/03/2019WRB01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As Minister for Education and 
Skills I believe that the positive impact of a student’s participation in physical Education at both 
primary and post-primary level on the physical and mental well-being of that student cannot 
be underestimated. I welcome the Government’s proposals in Project Ireland 2040 to invest in 
this area.

All post-primary schools are currently required to deliver Physical Education under the 
Rules and Programmes for Secondary Schools. The new specification for Leaving Certificate 
Physical Education and the Senior Cycle Physical Education Framework have been designed 
on the basis that facilities in schools may vary.

In relation to a survey of PE facilities across all schools, my Department’s approach is to do 
so as part of a national sports facilities audit that is due to be undertaken as part of the National 
Sports Policy 2018-2027 that was published by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
(DTTS) in July 2018. 

This audit will enable a town approach and a cross-Government approach to be taken in 
relation to PE facilities. It may be the case that a particular school may not have a PE facility 
but there might be a facility adjoining the school or in that town, as part of the sports capital 
programme or otherwise, that is accessible and can be maximised to make the best use of an 
asset which has been provided with State funds.

My Department is currently engaging with DTTS on this and is represented on the Sports 
Leadership Group established by DTTS to oversee the implementation of the National Sports 
Policy.

The National Sports Policy document envisages the audit being undertaken by local authori-
ties and it being completed by July 2020.   Once completed the audit will feed into the work of 
my Department in relation to the PE build and modernisation programme that is outlined for 
delivery during the second half of the National Development Plan 2018 to 2027.  In the mean-
time, the provision of modern PE facilities is incorporated into large-scale building projects 
under my Department’s school building programme.  Large-scale projects under construction 
in 2018 and 2019 involve the provision of 48 PE Halls at post-primary level and 82 GP Rooms 
at primary level.

06/03/2019WRB01450Schools Building Projects Status
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06/03/2019WRB0150019. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of additional classrooms for a school (details supplied) to cater for the needs of pupils 
from September 2019. [10862/19]

06/03/2019WRB01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Plans are in place to provide 2 
additional temporary classrooms and a resource room for the school referred to by the Deputy 
for September 2019.  

My Department lodged a planning application the last week in February 2019 with Dublin 
City Council.

The tender process for the required temporary accommodation has commenced and will run 
in parallel with the planning application. 

Officials in my Department will continue to keep the school authority updated on progress 
on the temporary accommodation for September 2019 and the delivery of the new permanent 
accommodation under my Department’s Design and Build programme.

06/03/2019WRB01650Teacher Supply

06/03/2019WRB0170020. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing certain subjects being taught by the one teacher across multiple schools further to recent 
reports; the subjects that are in particular demand; the teacher unions and representatives of 
teachers which have been consulted on these proposals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10877/19]

06/03/2019WRB01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The recently published scheme 
to share teachers between recognised post-primary schools is intended to provide schools with 
flexibility around the provision of certain subjects that are experiencing a supply shortage. The 
scheme, which is a result of work carried out by the Teacher Supply Steering Group, is expected 
to ease recruitment pressures in some specific subject areas such as STEM, modern languages, 
Irish, and home economics.

Addressing the supply issues is a matter of national priority for the Government and it is 
hoped that Principals and boards of management in schools will seize the opportunity to engage 
with other schools in their local areas. 

The scheme has been developed with due consultation with education stakeholders, includ-
ing post primary teacher unions. School management bodies and teacher unions have shown 
great commitment and cooperation in agreeing innovative solutions such as the teacher-sharing 
scheme. It is critical that all stakeholders to continue to engage with Department of Education 
initiatives in order to respond to the pressures facing our education system.

06/03/2019WRB01850Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme Eligibility

06/03/2019WRB0190021. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person who is 
under the VTOS scheme takes up a paid internship or work during the summer can still access 
VTOS for the second year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10856/19]

06/03/2019WRB02000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme (VTOS) was established to provide a range of 
courses to meet the education and training needs of unemployed people.  The scheme allows 
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successful applicants to keep their social welfare allowances while attending their courses. 
VTOS courses are available to persons over the age of 21, and who are in receipt certain social 
welfare allowances for a period of at least six months (156 days). A full list of qualifying social 
welfare allowances for eligibility to VTOS courses is available on my Department’s website, or 
from the local Education and Training Board (ETB).

VTOS is a full time one or two year programme. Learners can work part time outside the 
operating hours of the programmes such as  evenings, weekends and during the summer time. 
However, a learner must formally commit to return for the second year of the programme after 
year one by letter, and this letter must be dated and stamped to secure the learners place on the 
programme for year two.

A review of VTOS and Specific Skills Training is currently underway, and is due for pub-
lication later this year. The purpose of the review is to generate policy relevant knowledge 
concerning the outputs and outcomes of the VTOS and SST programmes, and the effectiveness 
of provision. The review may also make recommendations on how the programmes can be de-
veloped in the future.

06/03/2019WRB02050Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

06/03/2019WRB0210022. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Education and Skills on relationships and sexuality 
education; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10864/19]

06/03/2019WRB02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I would like to thank the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Education and Skills on producing a comprehensive report on Rela-
tionships and Sexuality Education (RSE). The Deputy will be aware that the National Council 
for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)  is currently carrying out a review of RSE on foot of 
a request from my predecessor. I have asked the NCCA to consider the Committee’s report as 
part of that review. 

The NCCA review involves an examination of the curriculum at both primary and post-
primary level, including:

- An examination of the experience and reality of RSE as delivered in schools,

- How the RSE curriculum is planned

- How it is taught and how parents are involved

- The role of the classroom teacher in teaching the curriculum

- The appropriate level of supports which are currently being provided by external provid-
ers, and

- The effectiveness of the continuing professional development (CPD) opportunities which 
are currently provided by the Department and other bodies to RSE teachers. A number of these 
issues have been raised in the report of the Oireachtas committee.

The NCCA Review compromises three dimensions:

1. A desktop review of recently published research/studies which was published last No-
vember.
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2. Consultation with individuals and organisations working in this area and an online survey 
to gauge the view of students, parents, teachers, etc.

3. Working directly with schools to examine the experience of RSE in the classroom.

It is very appropriate that the time is now being taken to carry out a major review of how we 
educate our young people about relationships and sexuality.  Issues such as consent, contracep-
tion and sexuality need to be taught in a way that not only acknowledges our changing society 
but also addresses issues that arise in society which indicate a lack of understanding of these 
areas.  

It is vitally important that our Education system preparers our your people for life in an Irish 
society that values each individual’s sexual orientation, respects decisions regarding contracep-
tion and understands consent.

I expect the NCCA to complete its review in the second quarter of this year.

06/03/2019WRB02250Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRB0230023. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10728/19]

06/03/2019WRB02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A building project for St. 
Eunan’s College, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal is included in my Department’s current 6 year Con-
struction Programme.

It is proposed to develop this school to a 1,000 pupil school and to provide a significant 
amount of new accommodation, 7,460m² approx., in additional floor area. The existing retained 
accommodation, 2,720m² approx., will be upgraded, in a practical manner, to match the new 
accommodation. 

The project will be delivered via the ADAPT programme which is an innovative delivery 
programme first introduced by my Department in 2016.  It uses a professional external Project 
Manager to coordinate and drive the respective design teams on each project. 

In this regard, a tender competition is in train to establish a Project Manager framework 
which is expected to be in place this month.  Once the framework has been established a tender 
exercise will be carried out to appoint a Project Manager for all projects under the ADAPT 
programme, including this project.  In parallel with the appointment of a Project Manager, a 
Design Team will also be appointed to bring this school project through the Architectural Plan-
ning Process.

06/03/2019WRB02450School Breaks Standardisation

06/03/2019WRB0250024. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
issue specific guidelines for time to be set aside for eating and hygiene in primary schools; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10928/19]

06/03/2019WRB02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Guidance on the time to be 
set aside for recreation in schools are already set out in my Department’s Circulars to schools. 
They provide for a recreation break of 30 minutes with additional provision for morning and 
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afternoon breaks. 

The arrangements relating to time for recreation and for pupils to eat their lunch is a matter 
for each Board of Management to determine. These arrangements are dependent on a variety 
of local factors such as accommodation, staffing, supervision, sequencing of breaks etc. and as 
such are best left to be managed locally by the school.   

Hygiene is one of the topics covered within the Social, Personal and Health Education 
(SPHE) Curriculum which is allocated a minimum of 30 minutes a week at all levels of primary 
school. 

SPHE provides the opportunity for children to learn the necessary skills that will equip them 
to lead healthy lifestyles not  just for their time in school but for the rest of their lives.

06/03/2019WRB02650Institutes of Technology

06/03/2019WRB0270025. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
progress in constructing a new third-level IT Wexford campus; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10895/19]

06/03/2019WRB02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The development of a new 
purpose-built higher education campus in Wexford is being progressed by IT Carlow.  IT Car-
low is a member of the Technological University For South East Ireland (TUSEI) consortium, 
and it is envisaged that the Wexford campus would form part of the multi-campus TU. 

My Department has agreed to provide funding for acquisition of a site for the new campus.  
The focus of IT Carlow is currently on securing a suitable site for the development.  

Given the commercial sensitivities associated with site acquisitions generally, I am not in a 
position to comment any further on the site acquisition process.  However, I can confirm to the 
Deputy that both IT Carlow and my Department remain fully committed to the development of 
a purpose-built higher education campus in Wexford.

06/03/2019WRB02850Third Level Funding

06/03/2019WRB0290026. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of de-
tailed economic analysis to be conducted by the European Commission into the funding of 
third-level education here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10881/19]

06/03/2019WRB0300053. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position 
with regard to a proposed income contingency loan scheme at third level and the referral of the 
proposal to the structural reform support programme of the European Commission for further 
analysis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10718/19]

06/03/2019WRB03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 26 and 53 together.

In order to build a political consensus regarding a future approach to funding the higher 
education sector, the then Minister for Education and Skills referred the expert group report 
on future funding of higher education to the Oireachtas Committee on Education and Skills 
for their consideration. The Committee requested that my Department undertake an economic 
examination of the three policy options proposed by the expert group to assist the Committee in 
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forming its view of the most appropriate option. 

In Q4 2018, my Department applied to the European Commission Structural Reform Sup-
port Programme (SRSP) which provides tailor-made support to all EU countries for their in-
stitutional, administrative and growth-enhancing reforms to carry out the analysis of the three 
policy options identified by the Expert Group. Formal decision-making by the European Com-
mission on projects that have been successful in obtaining support is expected very shortly.

Having this evaluation undertaken through the Commission’s Structural Reform Support 
Programme will provide the type of international expertise and analysis that would be very 
beneficial to a major evaluation of this nature.

If the proposal is approved by the European Commission the detailed programme of work 
for a comprehensive economic evaluation of the funding options identified by the Expert Group 
would be expected to be completed in the course of 2019.

06/03/2019WRB03150Junior Cycle Reform

06/03/2019WRB0320027. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on whether 
the junior certificate curriculum is appropriate and is not overloaded with topics, but rather con-
centrates on core topics essential to numeracy, literacy and general social development; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10875/19]

06/03/2019WRB03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): One of the key aims of Junior 
Cycle Reform was to move from a large number of subjects with heavy curricula examined in 
a traditional memory based way.  After a very detailed consultation process the NCCA recom-
mended a new approach:

- limited compulsory  subjects around basic literacy and numeracy 

- 24 statements of learning

It is important to say that the 24 statements of learning include important elements which 
cultivate a historical perspective. 

The new Junior Cycle Programme has also greatly enlivened subjects with a new emphasis 
on projects and self-directed learning. 

Schools have been given greater flexibility and autonomy in subject choice. This increased 
flexibility and autonomy for schools reflects practice in other high-performing education sys-
tems such as New Zealand, Finland and Estonia.

The 2011 Literacy and Numeracy strategy, which was a response to negative international 
survey findings for Ireland in relation to Literacy and Numeracy, placed a priority focus on 
literacy and numeracy skills, delivered primarily in subject terms via English, Irish and Maths.

06/03/2019WRB03350School Curriculum

06/03/2019WRB0340028. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
amending the Education Act 1998 to allow for the implementation of a relationships and sexu-
ality education syllabus independent of school ethos; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10865/19]
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06/03/2019WRB03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Schools are currently required 
to develop a policy on Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) which should reflect the 
core values and ethos of the school as outlined in the school’s mission statement. My Depart-
ment has published policy guidelines to support schools in developing their RSE policy. The 
guidelines, drafted in consultation with the education partners, provide a framework for Boards 
of Management to ensure that the policy development process allows for issues of concern to 
each of the participating groups – board, teachers, parents and students, as appropriate – to be 
raised, discussed and decided upon. Spiritual, moral and ethical issues may arise when teach-
ing RSE. The school’s RSE policy should guide teachers in the treatment of such issues, in 
accordance with the ethos of the school. It is important to note that all schools are required to 
teach all aspects of the RSE programme. Elements of the programme cannot be omitted on the 
grounds of school ethos. 

At my request the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) is currently 
carrying out a review of relationships and sexuality education in schools.  In undertaking its 
review, the NCCA will examine how the RSE curriculum is delivered in different school types. 
This involves consideration of a range of RSE policies and how they impact on the manner 
in which the RSE curriculum is delivered in different schools.  I expect to receive the report 
from the NCCA around mid-year. The findings in that report will help inform a decision on 
any changes that are deemed necessary to the current policy in this area, including the precise 
mechanism or mechanisms to be used to put these changes into effect.

  Question No. 29 answered with Question No. 16.

06/03/2019WRC00150Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRC0020030. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
new build project for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10686/19]

06/03/2019WRC00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the project to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to Kildare and Wicklow Education 
and Training Board (KWETB).  

The pre-qualification process for the project has recently been completed by KWETB. 
While approval has been given for KWETB to proceed to issue tender documents to the short-
listed contractors, the Design Team is currently addressing some design issues with the project. 
In that context, it is now expected that tender documents for the project will issue in the second 
quarter of 2019.  Once the tender process has been completed, construction can be expected to 
begin on site. 

At this point, it is not possible to provide an exact and accurate timeline either for comple-
tion of the tender process or for completion of any later stages of the project. However, I can say 
that the project remains on schedule to be completed before September 2021.

06/03/2019WRC00350School Management

06/03/2019WRC0040031. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of au-
thority teachers in primary and post-primary schools have in determining whether a child with 
additional needs is allowed to participate in a mainstream subject; if a teacher has the authority 
to refuse a child into their class should that child wish to participate in that class; the authority a 
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teacher has to refuse a SNA into their classroom; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10934/19]

06/03/2019WRC00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Education Act 
1998, the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance of a school. 
The school principal is responsible for the day to day management of the school. 

The appointment and deployment of school staff including teachers and special needs as-
sistants is also the responsibility of the board of management.

All schools are required to have policies in place for the governance of the school.  These 
include policies on enrolment and inclusion. Schools cannot discriminate on the grounds of 
special needs or disability and are expected to be inclusive. The Department and the National 
Council for Special Education provide a range of supports and professional development pro-
grammes for teachers to promote inclusion in the classroom.

Students with special educational needs can have very complex learning needs and should 
be taught by qualified and experienced teachers who are equipped with the necessary skills to 
meet the needs of these students. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) allocates a quantum of SNA support 
for each school annually. Schools have the autonomy and flexibility to manage their allocation 
of SNA support in order to utilise this support to the best possible effect.

When a pupil with significant and complex care needs has access to support from a SNA the 
classroom teacher will work closely with the SNA. However the class teacher continues to have 
primary responsibility for teaching and learning and for the social and emotional development 
and progress of the pupil. 

Many children with significant special educational needs require additional teaching sup-
port in schools. In such circumstances, the classroom teacher will be supported by Special 
Education teachers, who are fully qualified teachers who will have access to additional training 
in the area of special education, and who will work closely with the class teacher to provide 
additional teaching support for children with special educational needs (SEN). 

There are established procedures in place for dealing with complaints from parents.  These 
should be addressed to the individual teacher or principal in the first instance as appropriate and 
thereafter to the Board of Management if not resolved.  

The Office of the Ombudsman for Children may independently investigate complaints relat-
ing to the administrative actions of a school recognised by my Department, provided the parent 
has firstly and fully followed the school’s complaints procedures. The key criterion for any 
intervention by the Ombudsman for Children is that the administrative actions of a school has, 
or may have, adversely affected the child.

06/03/2019WRC00550Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRC0060032. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delays in the delivery of extension work at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10684/19]

06/03/2019WRC00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
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2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.

Dublin and Dún Laoghaire ETB and its Design Team are actively progressing this project 
with the guidance and assistance of my Department. 

A revised Brief Change Request from the ETB and its design team has recently been re-
viewed and approved by the Department.  Dublin Dún Laoghaire Educational and Training 
Board has been advised by my Department to instruct its Design Team to incorporate the ap-
proved Brief Change Request into the Stage 2(b) submission.  

Dublin Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board currently has a tender process under-
way to appoint a replacement Quantity Surveyor for this project as the previous Design Team 
Quantity Surveyor has resigned. The appointment of the replacement Quantity Surveyor is ex-
pected to be ratified in early March. Following this, the Design Team will need to meet to brief 
the new Quantity Surveyor on the project and the Design Team will proceed to complete work 
on the Stage 2(b) submission.

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) Submission, my Department will revert to Dublin 
Dún Laoghaire Educational and Training Board with regard to the further progression of this 
project at that time.

06/03/2019WRC00750Schools Site Acquisitions

06/03/2019WRC0080033. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of the site acquisition to accommodate the three school campus in Buncrana, County Donegal; 
the timeline of works to ensure that the campus is completed as soon as possible; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10717/19]

06/03/2019WRC00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, the 
project in respect of the education campus in Buncrana to cater for the schools in question is 
included in my Department’s capital programme.

Officials in my Department continue to liaise with officials in Donegal County Council in 
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acqui-
sition of a suitable location for the proposed education campus.

06/03/2019WRC00950Commencement of Legislation

06/03/2019WRC0100034. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 has not been implemented; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10932/19]

06/03/2019WRC01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that a number of sections of the Education for Persons with Special Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004 
have been commenced. The commenced provisions include those establishing the National 
Council for Special Education (NCSE) and those providing for an inclusive approach to the 
education of children with special educational needs.

The following sections of the EPSEN Act were commenced in 2005. 

Section 1 – InterpretationSection 2 - providing for the inclusive education of children 
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with Special Educational NeedsSection 14 – placing certain duties on schoolsSections 19 to 
37 - placing the Council on a statutory footing. Section 39 - placing certain duties on Health 
BoardsSections 40 to 53 - amending the Education ActSchedule 1 – providing for meetings and 
membership of the CouncilSchedule 2 providing for the Chief Executive Officer of the Council. 
The remaining sections of the Act have yet to be commenced.  The Sections of the EPSEN Act 
which have not been implemented are those which would have conferred a statutory entitlement 
to - 

- an educational assessment for all children with special educational needs. 

- consequent development of a statutory individual educational plan (IEP).

- the delivery of detailed educational services on foot of this plan.

- an independent appeals process.

The NCSE estimated, in its implementation Plan which was developed in 2006, that ad-
ditional investment over a period of years of up to €235m per annum, across the education and 
health sectors, would be required to fully implement the EPSEN Act. 

The view of the Department of Education and Skills was that the level of investment re-
quired could be significantly greater than that envisaged in the NCSE report. Legal advice pro-
vided to that Department also indicated that the EPSEN Act, as it is currently constituted, may 
not be implemented on a phased, or age cohort, basis.

Revised estimates of the amount of additional expenditure required to fully implement the 
remaining sections of the EPSEN Act have not recently been conducted. The level of additional 
expenditure required would have to take into account annual demographic growth and service 
developments in the area of special educational needs, pricing adjustments and salary cost dif-
ferentials on an ongoing basis. Estimates would also have to be made as to the number of pupils 
who might currently qualify for the statutory service provisions envisaged by the EPSEN Act.

The Government is committed to helping every child, particularly those with special educa-
tional needs, to fulfil their potential. 

In 2018 my Department invested over €1.75 Billion in this area - 1/5 of my Department’s 
budget and up 42% since 2011, at which point €1.24 Billion was invested. This increased in-
vestment has allowed the Government to increase the number of:

SNAs by 42%, from 10,575 in 2011 to 15,000 at present.

Special classes by 160% to over 1,450 at present, compared to 548 special classes in 2011.

Special education teachers by 37%, from 9,740 in 2011, to over 13,400 at present.

Under the Programme for a Partnership Government, I have committed to consulting with 
stakeholders on how best to progress aspects of the Act on a non-statutory basis. 

A range of consultations with Education Partners and Stakeholders took place in relation to 
the development of the new model for allocating special education teachers over the course of 
2017. The new model was introduced for all schools from September 2017. 

Further consultations took place with education partners and stakeholders in the context of 
the undertaking of a comprehensive review of the SNA scheme and will continue in relation to 
the implementation of recommendations contained in this report.
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Consultations also took place in relation to providing power to the National Council for 
Special Educational need to designate a school place for a person with special educational 
needs, which is now provided for in the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018.

I can also advise that, whereas there is not currently a statutory requirement to provide indi-
vidual education plans for children with special needs, at present, all schools are encouraged to 
use Education Plans. The Department of Education and Skills Inspectorate’s advice is that the 
majority of schools are now using some form of individual education planning for children with 
special needs. The Guidelines for schools on implementing the new special education teacher 
allocation model advise schools as to the importance of ensuring that student support plans or 
educational plans are in place.

While awaiting the full implementation of the EPSEN Act, the NCSE has also published a 
number of policy advice papers which make recommendations aimed at developing a better or 
more effective alternative to the current resource allocation model, and which aims to move the 
system towards ultimate implementation of the EPSEN Act.

It is therefore intended to bring into effect many of the good ideas contained in the EPSEN 
Act, on a non-statutory basis initially, through policy developments across a range of areas, in 
conjunction with NCSE policy advice. Full consultation will also take place with stakeholders 
before adjustments are made. 

I can assure you that this Government will continue to prioritise investment in the area of 
special education support and I am confident that ongoing investment and reform will continue 
to see improvements made in this area.

06/03/2019WRC01150Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRC0120035. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made in 
the acquisition of a site for a new school (details supplied) in County Dublin and the delivery 
of temporary accommodation at the existing site in the interim; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10682/19]

06/03/2019WRC01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware the 
building project for the school in question is included on my Department’s capital programme. 

The Department of Education has recently contacted officials in Fingal County Council 
for assistance under the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and 
acquisition of a suitable site.  Negotiations with relevant landowners in respect of the potential 
acquisition of the zoned post primary school site at that location is currently underway.

Officials in my Department are engaging with officials in the Council and both sets of of-
ficials are working to progress matters as quickly as possible, in cognisance of the school’s 
current accommodation constraints. 

It is difficult to indicate a timeline for the completion of the acquisition of a site for the 
school in question as it is dependent on the outcome of current negotiations and also on the 
complexity of the conveyancing process. Once a site has been acquired, the project can progress 
to architectural planning.  My officials will continue to keep the Patron appraised of develop-
ments in the site acquisition process.

In the interim, my Department has approved the provision of additional temporary accom-
modation for 2019/2020 for the school referred to by the Deputy at its current location and the 
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initial approval letter issued to the school authorities in November 2018. My Department has 
been in contact with the school regarding documentation to finalise the provision of temporary 
accommodation. The school has advised my Department that this documentation will be pro-
vided in the coming weeks.

06/03/2019WRC01350Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRC0140036. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of works on 
a school (details supplied). [10930/19]

06/03/2019WRC01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by the 
Deputy has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).

I can inform the Deputy that the NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a 
design team for the project. This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construc-
tion stages. While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of 
the project, the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed 
of progress.

06/03/2019WRC01550Schools Building Regulations

06/03/2019WRC0160037. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the next steps following on from the 2017 schools energy efficiency pilot in terms of a wider 
schools energy retrofit programme, particularly regarding the timeline for the deep retrofit of 
further schools and the number of schools he plans to be deep retrofitted; if he has engaged with 
the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment regarding the possibility of 
introducing a feed-in tariff for micro-generated renewable energy and the benefits this would 
have for schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10914/19]

06/03/2019WRC01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s Technical 
Guidance Documents set the benchmark for sustainable design in school buildings with a clear 
focus on energy efficiency. They are based on solid energy research projects. The Department’s 
policy is supported by a strong research programme with forty eight research projects at various 
stages, including its joint SEAI partnership energy website project www.energyineducation.ie.

One of the newer research strands focuses on working to meet climate change responsibili-
ties. My Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland are involved in an energy 
efficient retrofit pilot scheme for schools since 2017. The pilot programme will focus initially 
for three years on medium to deep retrofit measures to improve the energy efficiency of existing 
schools which present a variety of challenges including different building ages, archetypes, and 
retrofit requirements. 

The energy efficiency upgrade measures undertaken in the pilot are considered medium to 
deep, and include fabric, electrical and mechanical upgrades. The longer-term outcome of the 
pilot will be to create an accurate and scalable model for energy efficient retrofits of schools 
across Ireland.  In the National Development Plan (2018-2027) €2.5bn is identified for the re-
furbishment and construction of schools. Part of this is an intention to undertake “deep energy 
retrofit of schools built prior to 2008”. Therefore, this pilot scheme is now paving the way for, 
and informing, a much larger national schools energy retrofit programme based on a range of 
typical retrofit options, which will have been tried and tested during the pilot. 
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In 2017, ten schools received energy retrofits, followed by six schools in 2018. For 2019 a 
provisional list of schools is currently being progressed to design phase. Energy Conservation 
Measures delivered to date include fabric (roofs, walls, glazing and doors), heating (boilers, 
controls, Building Management systems), and electrical (LED lighting and solar PV).

Tariffs for micro-generated renewable energy in schools is under review by both the Depart-
ments to which the Deputy refers.

06/03/2019WRC01750State Examinations Commission

06/03/2019WRC0180038. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
made to put a new bereavement process in place regarding the sitting of junior and leaving 
certificate exams and payment of tuition fees for students who have experienced a family be-
reavement in the same school year; the situation for students that have experienced a family 
bereavement in 2019 in advance of the junior and leaving certificate exams in June 2019; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10936/19]

06/03/2019WRC01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

I am advised by the SEC that it is currently undertaking a review of the Scheme of Reason-
able Accommodations which is focussing at present on the best possible response to the very 
real life situations which arise at examination time. Work on this complex situation is ongoing 
at this time.

06/03/2019WRC01950Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRC0200039. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress on 
a major building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10854/19]

06/03/2019WRC0210054. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the timeline for 
issuing the building for a school (details supplied) to tender again; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10870/19]

06/03/2019WRC02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 39 and 54 together.

The major building project for this school is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, 
Stage 2b - Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert 
and Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents. All statutory approvals 
have been obtained. 

A legal challenge to the pre-qualification process for the main contract from one unsuccess-
ful contractor has recently been struck out and it is expected that a new invitation to pre-qualify 
will issue this month on the e-tenders platform. 

When the pre-qualification process for the main contract and reserved specialists contracts 
is complete the project will then be progressed to tender stage. 
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The Department has met twice recently with school representatives and continues to be in 
regular contact with them in relation to the project.

06/03/2019WRC02250School Enrolments

06/03/2019WRC0230040. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to address the 
immediate problem of oversubscription at a school (details supplied) for the 2019 school year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10681/19]

06/03/2019WRC02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In relation to school admis-
sions, parents can choose which school to apply to and where the school has places available, 
the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there are more applicants than places 
available, a selection process may be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy 
on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all ap-
plicants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their 
first choice. The Deputy will note however that the selection process procedures and enrolment 
policy are the responsibility of the individual school authorities.

As the Deputy will be aware, two new Primary schools will be established to provide ad-
ditional school capacity in the Swords area in North County Dublin. These schools will open in 
September 2019 in suitable interim accommodation.

06/03/2019WRC02450Schools Relocation

06/03/2019WRC0250041. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the relo-
cation of a school (details supplied). [10931/19]

06/03/2019WRC02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by the 
Deputy has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).

I can inform the Deputy that the NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a 
design team for the project. This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construc-
tion stages. While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of 
the project, the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed 
of progress.

06/03/2019WRC02650Schools Building Projects

06/03/2019WRC0270042. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all school 
buildings planned will be delayed due to the pre-qualification process review of a school (de-
tails supplied) following a recent court case. [10871/19]

06/03/2019WRC02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2(b) - Detailed Design.

A legal challenge to the pre-qualification process for the main contract from one unsuccess-
ful contractor has recently been struck out and it is expected that a new invitation to pre-qualify 
will issue this month on the e-tenders platform. 
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My Department is currently reviewing its pre-qualification documentation and is engaged 
in consultation with the Chief State Solicitors Office and with the Attorney Generals Office 
regarding the revised process and documentation.  

A small number of projects at Stage 2(b) awaiting authorisation to commence/re-commence 
the pre-qualification process are currently awaiting the completion of the review.

06/03/2019WRC02850School Accommodation Provision

06/03/2019WRC0290043. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he is satisfied there 
are enough primary school places available in Rathcoole, County Dublin, to meet local de-
mand; his plans to meet future demand as a result of the construction of new houses underway 
locally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10683/19]

06/03/2019WRC03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new primary and 
post-primary school to be established in the Newcastle_Rathcoole school planning area as fol-
lows:

- a new 8 classroom primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Newcastle_Rath-
coole/Saggart school planning area; and

- a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Tallaght and 
Newcastle_Rathcoole school planning areas as a regional solution.

This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

It is intended to deliver the two new schools as part of my Department’s Design and Build 
programme in purpose-built accommodation on a shared site at Fortunestown Lane which is in 
the ownership of Dublin and Dun Laoghaire ETB.

The Capital Programme provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if re-
quired, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. My Department has approved 3 temporary classrooms for 



Questions - Written Answers

20

Scoil Chronain NS Rathcoole to cater for immediate needs and these rooms are initially being 
provided for in Rathcoole Community Centre pending the arrival of 3 temporary classrooms at 
the school.

My Department is currently in the process of acquiring additional land owned by South 
Dublin County Council adjoining the site of this school and the additional land offers the poten-
tial to enhance current facilities and support future development.  There is ongoing engagement 
with officials from South Dublin County Council on this matter.

06/03/2019WRC03050Student Grant Scheme Administration

06/03/2019WRC0310044. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding students from County Donegal attending a college (details supplied) in Derry who are 
not entitled to a SUSI grant due to the fact they are attending PLC equivalent courses abroad; 
the way in which these students will be affected post Brexit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10855/19]

06/03/2019WRC03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the Student 
Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students attending an approved further or higher 
education course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, 
including those which relate to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means.

The Student Grant Scheme applies to approved higher education courses only in Northern 
Ireland. Accordingly, students pursuing further education courses are ineligible for grant assis-
tance under the Student Grant Scheme.

However, once a student progresses to higher education, he/she may apply to SUSI to have 
eligibility for grant assistance assessed, subject to the terms and conditions of the relevant 
Student Grant Scheme. Further information regarding student grant eligibility criteria may be 
obtained from SUSI’s website, www.susi.ie.

Students may also wish to contact the relevant college in Northern Ireland for advice on the 
type and range of supports that are available in that particular college.

Prospective students wishing to pursue a PLC course in the State can apply to SUSI to have 
eligibility for grant assistance assessed, subject to the terms and conditions of the relevant Stu-
dent Grant Scheme. There are numerous approved PLC colleges throughout the State including 
5 PLC colleges in County Donegal.

06/03/2019WRC03250School Accommodation Provision

06/03/2019WRC0330045. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to provide 
a third second-level school for Gorey, County Wexford; when a third facility will be required; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10894/19]

06/03/2019WRC03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 
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Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas in the future through either planned capacity increases in existing schools 
or additional accommodation or extensions to existing schools. 

As the Deputy will be aware, a new 1,000 pupil post primary school was established in 2011 
in Gorey and moved into its permanent accommodation in 2014 and the school has capacity to 
meet demand in the area. 

While the announcement did not include a new post primary school for the Gorey school 
planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in par-
ticular will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project 
Ireland 2040.

06/03/2019WRC03450Schools Building Projects

06/03/2019WRC0350046. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for a new 
secondary school in Blanchardstown, Dublin 15; the location his Department plans to locate 
the school; the catchment area to be covered by the new school; his views on whether the new 
school addresses the needs for school places in areas in which a significant amount of new 
housing is being developed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10873/19]

06/03/2019WRC03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over 
the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 800 pupil post-primary school (to be estab-
lished in 2020) to serve the Blanchardstown_West_Dublin15 and BlanchardstownVge_Dub-
lin15 school planning areas as a regional solution. 

This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 



Questions - Written Answers

22

4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF). 

It was decided to open a school as a regional solution as the projected growth in each school 
planning area did not warrant provision of a new school, but the combined demographic in-
creases across both school planning areas indicate sufficient demand for a viable school.

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG).  Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG submits a report with recommendations to me for 
consideration and final decision.  The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations for 
all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

An Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to all parents which will allow them to make an informed choice 
about their preferred model of patronage for their child’s education. Parental preferences were 
previously collected based on direct engagement with patron bodies. 

The patronage process for primary and post-primary schools to be established in 2020 will 
commence in 2019, significantly ahead of their due opening. Updates in relation to further pa-
tronage processes will be announced on the OPPS website and my Department’s website (www.
education.ie).

I can confirm that a site acquisition process is currently underway and my Department is 
examining potential solutions for the new post primary school in question. The location for the 
school will be determined as part of this site selection process. A decision has yet to be finalised, 
however, it is expected that a preferred option will be identified in the near future in relation to 
an appropriate site and announced shortly thereafter. Due to commercial sensitivities with site 
acquisitions in general, it is not possible to comment further at this point but assurances can be 
given that my Department is working to ensure that the site acquisition process concludes at the 
earliest possible date.

06/03/2019WRC03650Brexit Issues

06/03/2019WRC0370047. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of 
commitment which exists that fees from higher level education institutions will not change for 
students from Northern Ireland post Brexit should Britain exit the European Union. [10935/19]

06/03/2019WRC03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In January my Department 
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confirmed that any eligible UK resident students who enroll for eligible courses for the 2019/20 
academic year in a third level institution recognised for the purposes of free fees will be able to 
avail of my Department’s Free Fee Schemes, akin to current arrangements. This is in line with 
similar assurances given in previous years. 

Maintaining access by UK students to Irish higher education following Brexit, on the same 
basis they currently enjoy, will be provided for under the Common Travel Area. Discussions on 
these are nearly finalised. Once concluded, they will maintain existing arrangements, including 
the right of UK nationals to access the free fees initiative, with UK residency and nationality 
counting towards eligibility.

06/03/2019WRC03850Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRC0390048. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of an application by a school (details supplied) for sanction of a new school building to be lo-
cated in Stranorlar, County Donegal; the timeline for the complete delivery of the project; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10650/19]

06/03/2019WRC04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school to which the Deputy refers is at an advanced stage of architectural planning Stage 2b 
(Detailed Design), which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of 
tender documents. All statutory approvals have been secured.

The pre-qualification process to select a short-list of contractors for tender stage is currently 
on-going.  In parallel with this process the Design Team is currently working on a submission to 
the Department outlining the steps required to achieve compliance with Part L of the Building 
Regulations 2017 (NZEB - “Near Zero Energy Building”).

When pre-qualification is complete and the design team’s NZEB submission has been con-
sidered and any consequential amendments to Stage 2(b) design and tender documents have 
been implemented this project will then be progressed to tender stage.

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. Upon completion of 
tender stage this project will then progress to construction stage.

My Department is fully committed to getting the project delivered as quickly as possible. 

06/03/2019WRC04050Special Educational Needs Service Provision

06/03/2019WRC0410049. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he continues to make provision of sufficient places for children with autism throughout 
mainstream education at both primary and secondary level; the extent to which the needs of stu-
dents are being met to the fullest extent possible in line with projections; if particular shortfalls 
have been identified in the context of meeting the full requirements as originally envisaged; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10899/19]

06/03/2019WRC04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs 
in consultation with the relevant education partners, the Health Service Executive (HSE) where 
appropriate and Parents.
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This includes identifying the number of children that will require special classes or special 
school placements. The NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organ-
isers (SENOs), plans on an annual basis and long term basis to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special class 
placements. 

Individual school boards of management are responsible for the establishment of special 
classes.  It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class. In de-
ciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the current and 
projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.   In this 
regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to finding 
the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to reconfigure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) who are locally based are available to assist 
and advise parents whose children have special needs.  Where Parents have been unsuccessful 
in enrolling their child in a school, they should update their local SENO to inform the planning 
process.

SENOs are also available to assist and advise schools on special education supports and 
planning.

There are now 1,459 special classes in place, compared to 548 in 2011.  Of these 1,196 are 
ASD special classes.

124 special schools also provide specialist education for those students with complex spe-
cial educational needs.

06/03/2019WRD00150Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRD0020050. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the school redevelopment project at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10938/19]

06/03/2019WRD00300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s Capital 
Programme.

My Department is currently finalising the project brief with a view to progressing the proj-
ect into the architectural planning process. The brief is expected to be completed shortly and 
my Department will be in further contact with the patron, who has agreed to deliver the project, 
when this process has been completed.

06/03/2019WRD00350Junior Cycle Reform

06/03/2019WRD0040051. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to adjust the 
status for the junior certificate curriculum for geography or history; his views on the importance 
of these subjects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10874/19]
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06/03/2019WRD00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The new Junior Cycle has 
been developed over several years and is now in the process of being implemented, with the 
final phase of new subject specifications being introduced to schools from September 2019. The 
new Framework for Junior Cycle gives students the opportunity to develop a wider range of 
knowledge and skills - to equip them for further learning, for work, for responsible and active 
citizenship, and for healthy living. It gives students better learning opportunities, and rewards 
and recognises non-academic performance and achievements, with a central focus on the stu-
dent’s quality of life, well-being and mental health. 

Prior to the introduction of the new Framework for Junior Cycle the status of History and 
Geography in junior cycle varied by school type. History and Geography were only core sub-
jects in voluntary secondary schools (52% of schools).

The new Framework for Junior Cycle, currently being rolled out, focusses on active and 
collaborative learning. It gives greater flexibility and autonomy to schools in terms of subject 
selection, and new short courses, to tailor a student’s learning to achieve better outcomes for 
that student. Students are able to study up to 10 subjects for certification through the new Junior 
Cycle Profile of Achievement.

It is important to note that currently some 90% of students across all schools choose to study 
History at Junior Cycle, although it is not compulsory in all schools. Some 92% of Junior Cycle 
students study Geography.

This is a clear indication that in respect of subjects like history and geography, schools make 
curricular decisions in the absence of directives and we expect this to continue.  

We have a dedicated cohort of history and geography teachers in our post-primary schools, 
who will be promoting the inclusion of their subject within programmes provided to students 
by their schools.   There is every reason to be confident that through the implementation of the 
Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 the curricular significance of history and Geography will be 
retained and given a new impetus across the junior cycle curriculum.  

The direction of Junior Cycle reform is consistent with practice in other high-performing 
education systems such as New Zealand, Queensland, Estonia and Finland, where schools have 
been given greater autonomy and flexibility in developing the programmes they offer.

Since arriving in the Department I have spoken publicly of how vital it is that our young 
people learn from the past so that they can plan for the future. At a national, European and 
international level it has never been more important for people to understand the lessons of his-
tory.  As we face the very difficult challenges of Brexit while also addressing the many aspects 
of our War of Independence and Civil War, the Decade of Commemorations will question the 
importance of understanding the historical context.

I have asked the NCCA to carry out a review of the optional nature of history in Junior Cycle 
and I await that report.

06/03/2019WRD00550Education and Training Boards Funding

06/03/2019WRD0060052. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has given a 
specific commitment of funding to Cavan and Monaghan ETB to develop a new second-level 
school and close schools (details supplied); if so, when such a decision in respect of funding 
was made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10868/19]
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06/03/2019WRD00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has not given a specific commitment of funding to Cavan and Monaghan 
ETB to develop a new second-level school. 

I also wish to advise the Deputy that the decision making authority for any amalgama-
tion belongs to the Patron/Trustees of the school, and this is subject to the approval of my De-
partment.

Any proposed change involves extensive negotiations at local level and must be well planned 
and managed in a manner that accommodates the interests of students, parents, teachers, local 
communities and contributes to an inclusive education system.  

My Department has sought further information from the Patron of the schools referred to by 
the Deputies relating to the proposed amalgamation and this is awaited. The matter can be con-
sidered further following receipt of this information.

  Question No. 53 answered with Question No. 26.

  Question No. 54 answered with Question No. 39.

06/03/2019WRD00950Schools Amalgamation

06/03/2019WRD0100055. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
proposed amalgamation of two schools (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to 
opposition by the relevant communities to the move; if he will reverse the plans in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10761/19]

06/03/2019WRD01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the decision making authority for any amalgamation belongs to the Patron/Trustees of the 
school, and this is subject to the approval of my Department.

Any proposed change involves extensive negotiations at local level and must be well planned 
and managed in a manner that accommodates the interests of students, parents, teachers, local 
communities and contributes to an inclusive education system.  

My Department has sought further information from the Patron of the schools referred to 
by the Deputies relating to the proposed amalgamation and this is awaited. The matter can be 
considered further following receipt of this information.

06/03/2019WRD01150Junior Cycle Reform

06/03/2019WRD0120056. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
regard to a review of history on the junior cycle; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10879/19]

06/03/2019WRD01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since arriving in the Depart-
ment I have spoken publicly of how vital it is that our young people learn from the past so that 
they can plan for the future. At a national, European and international level it has never been 
more important for people to understand the lessons of history.  As we face the very difficult 
challenges of Brexit while also addressing the many aspects of our War of Independence and 
Civil War, the Decade of Commemorations will question the importance of understanding the 
historical context. 
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I have met with officials of the NCCA and I have asked that a review of the optional nature 
of History under the new Framework for Junior Cycle be carried out.  I expect to receive a re-
port from the NCCA later this year.

06/03/2019WRD01350School Curriculum

06/03/2019WRD0140057. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if parents and 
students over 18 years of age can opt out of the NCCA religious education syllabus; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10866/19]

06/03/2019WRD01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The NCCA Leaving Certifi-
cate Religious Education syllabus is a broad course which seeks to develop the skills needed to 
engage in meaningful dialogue with those of other or of no religious traditions.  It  is concerned 
with promoting personal growth and facilitating the spiritual development of students. Reli-
gious education is well placed to provide students with opportunities for reflection on human 
experience, as well as for understanding and interpretation of that experience. Such opportuni-
ties encourage the students’ participation in their own conscious and critical development. As 
part of their studies, students are exposed to a broad range of religious traditions and to the 
non-religious interpretation of life.

The NCCA Religious Education (RE) Syllabus is an optional examinable subject at Leaving 
Certificate.  Students opt for the RE syllabus as one of their subjects for the Leaving Certificate 
and the question of opting out on grounds of conscience should not therefore arise.

06/03/2019WRD01550Schools Site Acquisitions

06/03/2019WRD0160058. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an agreement was 
reached to acquire the proposed site for a school (details supplied); if so, when the site acquisi-
tion will be completed; and when a tender process will be initiated in view of the fact that the 
new school was announced in 2015. [10912/19]

06/03/2019WRD01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A building project for the new 
primary school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s current 6 year con-
struction programme.

My Department has identified a requirement to secure a permanent site for the school to 
which he refers and also for an existing special school and the Department’s preference is to 
seek a campus arrangement to accommodate both schools.

Officials in my Department have worked closely with officials from Meath County Council 
under the Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the identification and acquisition of a 
suitable permanent location for the school’s in question. A preferred site has been identified and 
the acquisition has been devolved to Louth Meath Education and Training Board, who are cur-
rently engaging with the landowner. These negotiations are at an advanced stage.

Once the site is secured, the project to deliver permanent accommodation for the schools 
can be advanced to architectural planning stage.

06/03/2019WRD01750Schools Building Projects Status
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06/03/2019WRD0180059. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of prog-
ress on the major building project for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10869/19]

06/03/2019WRD01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Major Project at the 
school referred to by the Deputy is at Stage 1 of architectural planning which entails prelimi-
nary design of site and location suitability and initial sketch scheme. 

A revised Stage 1 submission, including an up-to-date cost plan, was requested from the 
Design Team following an increase in the schedule of accommodation to cater for up to 1200 
pupils. That submission has been received and a review has been completed with comments 
for action issued to the School and its Design Team. Furthermore, a proposal for a 1300-pupil 
school issued to the school for acceptance. The Design Team has been instructed to provide an 
initial sketch scheme for a 1300-pupil school, and submit to the Department for review.  

Following a review my Department will then be in contact with the Board of Management 
of the school with regard to the progression of the project. 

This project is included on the Department’s six year school building program to commence 
construction in 2019 – 21.

06/03/2019WRD01950Pupil-Teacher Ratio

06/03/2019WRD0200060. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to rein-
state fully the pre-2012 pupil-teacher ratio in two, three and four teacher primary schools; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10951/19]

06/03/2019WRD02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Budget 2012 increased the 
appointment and retention ratios for small schools, i.e. schools with four classroom teachers or 
fewer.

Since 2015, measures have been introduced to improve the staffing of these schools which 
has seen improvements in the appointment and retention thresholds for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
classroom teacher and more favourable enrolment thresholds for one teacher schools situated 
8km or more from the nearest school of the same type of patronage and/or language of instruc-
tion.

Budget 2017 announced two adjustments in relation to one teacher schools. Where the 
school is the sole primary school on an island the school will be able to appoint a second 
teacher.  In relation to single teacher schools generally with an enrolment of 15 or more pupils 
the school can apply to the staffing appeal board for a second post where the single teacher has 
children across 6 or more class groups.  

Small schools have also benefitted from the 1 point improvement to the primary staffing 
schedule for all schools implemented in 2016 and again in 2018.  For the current school year, 
the staffing schedule at Primary level operates on a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 
teacher (26:1) which is historically the lowest ever allocation ratio at primary level.

In addition, the staffing process includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staff-
ing appeal under certain criteria, including a specific appeal measure for small schools, to the 
Primary Staffing Appeals Board.

Any additional improvement in the pupil teacher ratio would have to be considered as part 
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of the next annual budgetary process, alongside the many other demands from the education 
sector.

06/03/2019WRD02150Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

06/03/2019WRD0220061. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills if clarification has 
been sought from the Minister for Justice and Equality on persons who have come here under 
the family reunification scheme accessing student grants and supports such as BTEA in view of 
the fact they are excluded from the list of those that qualify; his views on reforming the list to 
include persons that have come here under the scheme; if clarification has not been sought, if 
representations will be made to the Minister for Justice and Equality for student fees for those 
under the scheme to be waived; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10857/19]

06/03/2019WRD02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to qualify for grant 
support under my Department’s Student Grant Scheme, and funding toward tuition fees under 
the Free Fees Initiative, a student has to meet certain criteria such as means (in the case of a 
grant), residency, nationality and progression.

The eligibility criteria for student grants, including the nationality criteria is reviewed annu-
ally in my Department and approved by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform fol-
lowing consultation with various stakeholders. It is anticipated that the Student Grant Scheme 
and Student Support Regulations for the 2019/20 academic year will be published in early 
April 2019. Students attending college in the academic year 2019/20 will be required to submit 
their grant application to SUSI (via www.susi.ie) to have their eligibility for grant assistance 
assessed.

Currently, funding is available under the Student Grant Scheme and the Free Fees Initiative 
for Irish, EU/EEA or Swiss Federation nationals. It is also available to other classes of students 
such as refugees, persons with subsidiary protection and certain persons granted humanitarian 
leave to remain. 

The following categories, relating specifically to family members, may also qualify for 
grant support:

- Permission to remain as the family member of an EU/EEA/Swiss citizen under the Euro-
pean Communities (Free Movement of Persons Regulations) 2006 and 2008 and EU Directive      
2004/38/EC;

- Permission to remain because of marriage/civil partnership with an Irish national or as 
dependent child of such person; or

- Permission to remain as a dependent child of a person who has acquired Irish Citizenship 
by naturalisation, residing in the State.

My Department will provide circa €440m for measures to help people to access further and 
higher education in 2019.

The Department of Justice and Equality adjudicates on a person’s entitlement to remain in 
the State and their rights to access supports within the State. It should also be noted that the 
Back to Education Allowance is a Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(DEASP) support.
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06/03/2019WRD02350Special Educational Needs Service Provision

06/03/2019WRD0240062. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
ensure schoolchildren in the Ballincollig, County Cork, catchment area can have access to an 
ASD unit in their community; the engagement there has been with schools in the catchment 
area regarding the establishment of such a unit in the area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10937/19]

06/03/2019WRD02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial education (NCSE), an independent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, 
coordinating and advising on education provision for children with special educational needs. 
This includes taking account of the flow of students from primary into post primary. The Coun-
cil ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been 
identified as needing special class placements.

Individual school boards of management are responsible for the establishment of special 
classes.  It is open to any school to make application to the NCSE to establish a class. In de-
ciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the current and 
projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.   In this 
regard, the SENO may approach individual schools to discuss the matter with a view to finding 
the optimal location in terms of convenience and sustainability.

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,459 
across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

There are currently 246 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Cork City and 
County. Of these, 28 are ASD early intervention classes, 119 are primary ASD classes and 54 
are post primary ASD classes.  Details of all special classes for children with special educa-
tional needs are available by county on the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie    

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to reconfigure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  

Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) who are locally based are available to assist 
and advise parents whose children have special needs.  Where Parents have been unsuccessful 
in enrolling their child in a school, they should update their local SENO to inform the planning 
process.

SENOs are also available to assist and advise schools on special education supports and 
planning.

As the Deputy’s question relates to engagement with schools in a particular area I have ar-
ranged for the question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

My Department will continue to support the NCSE in opening ASD special classes in areas 
where there is an identified need.

06/03/2019WRD02550Schools Building Projects

06/03/2019WRD0260063. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which he expects to meet the requirements and objectives as set out in the school building pro-
gramme by county in 2019; if he remains satisfied that the objective as set out can be met; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [10898/19]

06/03/2019WRD02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s Capital 
Programme continues to address the challenges nationally posed by the significant bulge in 
pupil enrolments going through our schools. This has seen a significant expansion in the rate 
of provision of new school places. The Capital Programme details the school projects that are 
being progressed through the architectural planning process, including those schools in County 
Kildare. My Department regularly updates the current position on all projects on the Capital 
Programme and this information is available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie

The 2019 Primary and Post Primary Infrastructure allocation amounting to €672m will be 
expended primarily on the delivery of large scale projects and on the Additional Accommoda-
tion Scheme. Typically, expenditure levels of between 70% and 80% of the capital allocation 
available to schools annually is in respect of large scale projects and the Additional Accom-
modation Scheme. The balance available in 2019 will be expended on site acquisitions, the 
Summer Works Scheme, the Emergency Works Scheme, furniture and equipment provision and 
other smaller programmes. 

The Capital Programme details the school projects that are being progressed through the 
architectural planning process. The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for 
additional classrooms, if required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been 
identified or where an additional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed on this 
programme can be found on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information 
is updated regularly.

The Deputy will also be aware of my announcement in April 2018 regarding the establish-
ment of 42 new schools, over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement followed 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by the Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

06/03/2019WRD02750Ministerial Meetings

06/03/2019WRD0280064. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will engage 
with the promoters of organisations (details supplied). [10913/19]

06/03/2019WRD02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The policy of the Department 
of Education and Skills is not to promote or endorse any specific organisation, product or pub-
lication, schools are free to choose the resources that they feel are most suitable to assist their 
delivery of the curriculum.

In terms of meeting with an individual or organisation, it is the practice that a request would 
be made through the Minister’s office and the Minister will meet with individuals or organisa-
tions pending his availability.

06/03/2019WRE00100Written Answers Nos. 65-91

06/03/2019WRE00200Job Creation Data

06/03/2019WRE0030065. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach the number of jobs created in each of the 
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counties in the Border region in 2018. [11250/19]

06/03/2019WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The exact 
information requested by the Deputy is not available. 

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is the official source of estimates of employment in the 
State. The most recent figures available are for Q4 2018. 

Due to the methodology and sample size of the survey it is not possible to produce reliable 
county estimates from the LFS. 

Estimates of employment however, are produced by NUTS 3 Regions.

The NUTS 3 Border region includes counties Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Monaghan and 
Sligo. 

The table below shows the number of persons aged 15 years and over in employment in the 
NUTS 3 Border region in Q4 2017 and Q4 2018 and the annual change. 

As the table shows the overall stock of persons employed at given points in time, the annual 
change which is calculated using these stock figures depends both on the number of jobs lost 
and jobs created over the period in question.

The LFS does not record whether a job is newly created.

Number of employed persons (ILO) aged 15 years and over classified by NUTS3 Bor-
der region, Q4 2017 and Q4 2018 - Annual change

‘000

Q4 17 Q4 18 Annual Change
In employment 180.1 177.7 -2.3
Source: Labour Force Survey (LFS), Central Statistics Office, Ireland.

Data may be subject to future revision.

Data may be subject to sampling or other survey errors, which are greater in respect of 
smaller values or estimates of change.

Reference period: Q4 Oct-Dec.

06/03/2019WRE00425Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRE0045066. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the amount spent on social media 
advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 2018 and to date in 2019, by cam-
paign and social media platform used. [11128/19]

06/03/2019WRE0046267. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he has engaged and-or consulted 
with a public relations online advertising agency regarding social media advertising and online 
promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the amount spent by company. [11145/19]

06/03/2019WRE00475Taoiseach (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 66 and 67 together.

A decision was taken in 2017 to fund and run cross-Government public information pro-
grammes centrally. As a result of this, in the period between Quarter 4 of 2017 and July 2018, 
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a number of  public information campaigns, aimed at improving citizens’ lives, such as the 
Healthy Ireland campaign, the Project Ireland 2040 campaign and the Self-Employed Benefits 
campaign were run and funded from my Department.  This was a departure in approach from 
previous years, when such campaigns would have been led and funded by the relevant line De-
partment. Since July 2018, the Department has reverted to the previous model.

The purchase of digital and online space is managed through a media-buying company 
contracted to the Department, PHD Media. The spend on the purchase of digital and online 
space in 2018 was €437,347.50. This expenditure relates to the major cross-Government public 
information campaigns that the Department funded centrally during 2018.  Over 75% of this 
expense was incurred prior to July 2018, before changes were made. No cost has been incurred 
in 2019 for the purchase of digital and online space to date.

Purchasing digital and online space includes advertising on search engines (to ensure the 
public is directed to the sites that deliver the services they are looking for) and social media. 
Social media relates to sponsored posts on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Youtube to ensure 
effective dissemination of information.

Please find attached the breakdown of the spend on the purchase of digital and online space 
by campaign in 2018

 Campaign Spend on purchase of digital/online space 
National Digital Strategy Public consulta-
tion 

€ 1,232.46 

Budget 2019 € 10,549.68 
25th Anniversary of Decriminalisation of 
Homosexuality 

€ 704.80 

End of Dáil Term Legislation € 708.66 
Bliain na Gaeilge € 4,632.18 
Government Health Measures € 1,230.06 
Self-Employed Benefits € 2,453.83 
Healthy Ireland € 8,377.47 
Irish Aid € 2,387.27 
Action Plan for Education € 1,021.08 
Opening of Google Offices € 585.63 
UN Disability Campaign € 2,464.92 
Global Ireland € 283,738.45 
Project Ireland 2040 € 95,366.01 
PRSI Video 2017 € 3,000.00 
Back to school 2017 € 2,875.00 
Rugby World Cup 2017 € 9,500.00 
Budget 2018 € 6,520.00 
Total 2018 Spend € 437,347.50 

06/03/2019WRE00500Military Medals

06/03/2019WRE0060068. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the steps he will 
take to ensure that veterans who fought in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 1961 are 
awarded medals for bravery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11046/19]
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06/03/2019WRE0070069. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the steps he will 
take to ensure that deceased veterans who fought in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 1961 
are awarded medals for bravery posthumously; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11047/19]

06/03/2019WRE00800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 68 and 69 together.

The siege of Jadotville was a prominent event that occurred during Ireland’s peacekeeping 
mission in the Congo in September 1961. “A” Company, 35th Infantry Battalion took responsi-
bility for the UN post at Jadotville on 3rd September 1961. On the 9th September, a large force 
of Katangese Gendarmerie surrounded them and early on the morning of the 13th September 
“A” Company came under attack. From the 13th to the 17th September they endured almost 
continuous attack. They were taken into captivity on the 17th September and remained in cap-
tivity until finally released on the 25th October 1961.

In accordance with Defence Forces regulations the award of medals for bravery is time 
bound. These may not be awarded in any case unless a recommendation is made through the 
usual channels to the Chief of Staff, not later than two years in the case of the Military Medal 
for Gallantry, and not later than four years in the case of the Distinguished Service Medal, after 
the performance of the act in respect of which the recommendation is made. Such awards are 
made on the recommendation of a Military Board appointed by the Chief of Staff for the pur-
pose of examining and reporting on every recommendation for an award.  

The issue of the award of medals to the men of “A” Company, 35th Infantry Battalion 
was comprehensively addressed in 1965. A properly constituted Medals Board considered the 
various cases presented and made a decision that no medals would be awarded. The Chief of 
Staff of the day considered the decision of the Board and was satisfied with the findings. Sub-
sequently at that time, the question was raised again in a letter to a newly appointed Chief of 
Staff. He forwarded the letter to the original Medals Board and asked that they reconvene and 
review their decision. The Board indicated that the issues raised had received due consideration 
and that they were not prepared to alter their findings.  

Over the past number of years various representations have been received in my Department 
outlining the courage and bravery of “A” Company. All representations have been considered 
and responded to acknowledging their valiant actions while under siege in Jadotville.   

A review was conducted in 2004 by military officers for the purpose of a broader exami-
nation of the Jadotville case. This Board recommended that the events of Jadotville and the 
contribution of the 35th Battalion be given recognition. In this context, a number of measures 
have taken place to honour and to commemorate the events at Jadotville and the very significant 
contribution of “A” Company and of the 35th Battalion, as a whole, to the UN Peace Support 
Mission in the Congo.

Recognition of their contribution over the years include: 

A. A presentation of scrolls to “A” Company in 2006. 

B. Portraits of Lt Col McNamee (35th Battalion Commander) and Comdt Quinlan (Com-
pany Commander “A” Company) were commissioned in 2006. 

C. In July of 2010 the 50th anniversary of the first deployment to the Congo was commemo-
rated in a highly publicised and well attended event in Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel. 

D. A nominal roll of “A” Company, printed in copper, was affixed to the monument in 
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Costume Barracks and was unveiled as part of the 50th Anniversary of the Jadotville affair in 
September 2011. 

E. On the occasion of the 55th anniversary of the Siege of Jadotville, I decided to issue a 
Unit Citation to honour the collective actions and bravery of the men of “A” Company. This 
was the first time a Unit Citation was awarded within the Defence Forces and I was delighted 
to be able to formally recognise the brave actions of these men.  

Furthermore, on 13th June 2017, the Government decided, as an exceptional step, to award 
a medal known as “An Bonn Jadotville” or “The Jadotville Medal” to each member of “A” 
Company, 35th Infantry Battalion and to the family representatives of deceased members to 
give full and due recognition in honour of their courageous actions at the Siege of Jadotville.  
This medal presentation ceremony took place on 2nd December 2017 in Custume Barracks, 
Athlone.  This location is considered the spiritual home of “A” Company and it is from here that 
“A” company assembled in advance of their fateful deployment to the Congo.   

I am satisfied that the events and happenings to date properly honour the collective bravery 
of the men of “A” Company and full and due recognition has been afforded to them in their 
honour.

06/03/2019WRE01000Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRE0110070. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 2018 and 
to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11118/19]

06/03/2019WRE01200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): No expenditure 
was incurred in respect of my Department on social media advertising and online promoted 
content in 2018 or to date in 2019, in the form referred to by the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRE01300Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRE0140071. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he has en-
gaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding social media 
advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the amount spent by 
company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11135/19]

06/03/2019WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have set out the 
details of the online advertising agency and costs incurred by my Department in relation to the 
Be Winter Ready campaign, for 2018 in the table below.   There has not been any expenditure 
in this regard to date in 2019, as the campaign is carried out in the last quarter of the year.

Advertising Agency €
Management of Twitter 
campaign

Spark Foundry €2,583.00

06/03/2019WRE01600Naval Service Operations

06/03/2019WRE0170072. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his attention has 
been drawn to the case of a vessel entering Irish waters recently carrying nuclear waste material 
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and a Naval Service vessel being sent out in consequence of the incident; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11242/19]

06/03/2019WRE0180073. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if vessels carrying 
nuclear waste material approaching Irish waters are monitored; and if so, the number recorded 
in the past five years. [11243/19]

06/03/2019WRE01900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 72 and 73 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the primary day to day role of the Naval Service is to pro-
vide a fishery protection service in accordance with the State’s obligations as a member of the 
European Union. 

When on patrol Naval Service vessels are multi-tasked in the sense that they also undertake 
general surveillance of vessels operating through, or close, to the Irish Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ), security and other duties.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, it would not be appropriate to comment on specific opera-
tional matters, however, I am advised that, to date in 2019, the Naval Service is aware of three 
vessels with the potential to carry nuclear waste material transiting through or close to the Irish 
EEZ.

06/03/2019WRE02100Election Monitoring Missions

06/03/2019WRE0220074. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a disability accommodation appeal will be allowed in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in view of the circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11040/19]

06/03/2019WRE0230076. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a matter regarding a disability accommodation on behalf of a person (details supplied) 
will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11083/19]

06/03/2019WRE0240081. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will address concerns related to the election observation roster maintained by Irish Aid 
(details supplied); the way in which Irish Aid promotes support for disability among election 
observers which is mandated by both the European Union and the OSCE; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11193/19]

06/03/2019WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I propose to take Questions Nos. 74, 76 and 81 together.

I can inform the Deputy that full consideration has been given to the candidate’s request for 
an appeal and the candidate will be informed this week of the decision of the Appeals panel.  
This included consideration of his late request for a reasonable accommodation on grounds of 
disability on which was advice was sought and which was considered in the context of fairness 
to all candidates.

06/03/2019WRE02600Semi-State Bodies

06/03/2019WRE0270075. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that indigenous and Afro-descendent communities in 
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the state of La Guajira, Colombia, have launched a lawsuit against the coal supplier of the ESB 
in Colombia (detailed supplied); if the embassy in Colombia is following the legal case; if his 
Department has raised the issue with the ESB; and if he has discussed the issue with the Minis-
ter for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. [11076/19]

06/03/2019WRE02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the situation to which the Deputy refers, and of other issues that have been raised by 
environmental and indigenous rights defenders in relation to the Cerrejón mine. 

I should repeat at the outset that queries regarding the ESB and where it sources its coal 
would be more properly directed to my colleague, the Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment. However, issues such as environmental degradation, and the right of 
indigenous communities to be consulted in regard to projects which affect them, are recurring 
challenges across the Latin America region. 

I understand that there have been complaints from some non-governmental organisations 
regarding private sector activities in the Cerrejón Mine and I am aware of negative publicity 
that has surrounded the mine. I remain concerned at reports of mining activities having a nega-
tive impact on local populations or on the environment, as well as of reported abuse of workers. 

Ireland has just opened its first resident Embassy in Bogotá, with Ambassador Alison Milton 
presenting her credentials late last month. This significant step demonstrates our Government’s 
commitment to developing Ireland’s relationship with Colombia and in particular our com-
mitment to supporting Colombia’s transition to a peaceful post-conflict society, including the 
vindication and protection of human and social rights. 

Having a presence on the ground in Colombia will greatly enhance Ireland’s ability to engage 
on and monitor important issues, among them those raised by human rights, environmental and 
indigenous rights defenders, including the impact of the Cerrejón mine on the local community 
and the environment. This is something that the EU Delegation in Bogotá has been monitoring 
for some time, having met with representatives of the mine as well as of trade unions, civil so-
ciety and environmental organisations. We will continue to liaise closely with our EU partners 
on this issue. 

Historic strides have been made in Colombia in recent years in the transition to a post-
conflict society and addressing social and environmental issues is part of that process. Signifi-
cant challenges remain, but Ireland remains committed to supporting the full implementation 
of the peace agreement, which will ensure a more peaceful, stable and prosperous future for all 
Colombians. 

We will continue to monitor developments in the country and the particular issue raised 
by the Deputy as closely as possible. Officials at my Department in Dublin, and at our new 
Embassy in Bogotá, will continue to engage with indigenous rights defenders, environmental 
groups and other civil society organisations active on the ground.

  Question No. 76 answered with Question No. 74.

06/03/2019WRE03000Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRE0310077. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details sup-
plied) in 2018 and to date in 2019 by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11122/19]
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06/03/2019WRE0320078. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he has engaged and or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency re-
garding social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; the 
amount spent by company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11139/19]

06/03/2019WRE03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 77 and 78 together.

My Department engages in advertising and public awareness campaigns where there is im-
portant information that needs to be brought to the attention of citizens.  Social media and on-
line promoted content play a significant role in this connection.  Examples of where my Depart-
ment has advertised using social media have included public information campaigns in relation 
to the Online Passport Renewals Service and on the theme of ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’.

Details of relevant online advertising campaigns carried out in 2018 and in 2019 and com-
mercial firms that have assisted in this regard to date are as follows:

Online Passport Renewals Service 

-   In Q1 2018, my Department concentrated on promoting the Online Passport Renewal 
Service as a fast and secure way for adults to renew their passports. Specific activities included 
advertisements on social media platforms, print ads, press releases and attendance at relevant 
promotional events, as well as participation by the Director of the Passport Service in over 25 
interviews on regional radio stations. 

- In Q4 2018 the service was expanded to include online renewal of children’s passports, a 
passport card for children and a wider cohort of adults eligible to renew online.  This expanded 
service means that all Irish citizens can now renew their passports online 24/7 from anywhere in 
the world. My Department ran a three week public information campaign including advertise-
ments on social media platforms, print ads and radio ads. The success of this campaign has led 
to a significant increase in online renewal applications in Q1 2019.  

- The direct costs of online and social media advertising to raise public awareness in this 
regard are set out in Table 1 below.  

Ireland’s Campaign for Election to the UN Security Council 

- On July 2nd   2018, the Taoiseach and I publicly launched Ireland’s campaign to secure a 
non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council in June 2020 for the 2021-2022 term. Ireland’s 
campaign is premised on three themes: Empathy, Partnership and Independence. To coincide 
with this launch, my Department used social media platforms to promote public awareness 
of Ireland’s campaign online and the direct costs incurred in this regard are set out in Table 1 
below.

Government Brexit Update and ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’ 

-   The Government Brexit Update email service and the Getting Ireland Brexit Ready public 
information campaign have formed part of the Government’s overall strategy to keep citizens 
fully informed and up-to date on the implications and challenges of Brexit. 

- The Update is issuing on a regular basis via a commercial provider (MailChimp) and 
provides information on latest developments in the ongoing Brexit negotiations, on the latest 
available research publications and on engagement at Government level. It also highlights the 
range of business supports that are available through the various Government Departments and 
State agencies. 
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- My Department also coordinated a Government-wide ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready Cam-
paign’ which I and Ministers Humphreys and Creed launched together on 20 September.  This 
campaign updated citizens, communities and businesses about Brexit preparedness and support 
measures that are available as well as on public workshop events that were held over successive 
weeks throughout October and the last two weeks in November. A programme of awareness 
raising via online and social media platforms also took place.  Costs incurred in this regard are 
set out in Table 1 below. 

Other Projects 

-   My Department has also engaged in social media promotion of certain other initiatives 
and projects that relate to Ireland’s foreign policy activities. During 2018 and to date in 2019 
these have comprised: 

- Commissioning, in conjunction with the Royal Irish Academy, and first public perfor-
mance at the UN General Assembly of a new work of poetry by Evan Boland (“Our Future Will 
Become The Past of Other Women”) to mark the centenary of women’s suffrage in December 
2018; 

- Ireland’s participation (by video) in the 2 December 2018 ‘Global Citizen Mandela 100’ 
concert; and 

- The launch of Ireland’s new policy for international development, ‘A Better World’, on 28 
February.

 Table 1: Online Advertising and Public Awareness Campaigns Expenditure 2018 – to 
date

Campaign/Theme Supplier Cost to date
Online Passport Renewals 
(March 2018-June 2018)

Twitter €473.55

UN Security Council Cam-
paign July 2018

Twitter and Facebook €461

Government Brexit Up-
date (Jan 2018 – to date)

Twitter and MailChimp €1,396.69

Online Passport Renewals 
(December 2018-January 
2019)

PHD Media (Online, Twit-
ter, Facebook & Linkedin)

€38,118.21

A Better World, Evan Bo-
land and Mandela 100

Twitter €516.61

06/03/2019WRE03500Brexit Negotiations

06/03/2019WRE0360079. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if there will be tweaks or legal interpretations put on the backstop in the withdrawal treaty as 
reported in an editorial (details supplied). [10593/19]

06/03/2019WRE03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, including its backstop provisions, is an integral part 
of the Withdrawal Agreement. The EU has consistently made clear that the Withdrawal Agree-
ment will not be renegotiated and nothing can be agreed that contradicts or undermines the legal 
operability of the backstop.
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In a joint statement with President Juncker Prime Minister May acknowledged the EU po-
sition as set out in the letter of Presidents Tusk and Juncker of 14 January. This letter made 
clear that the EU will not agree to anything that changes or is inconsistent with the Withdrawal 
Agreement.

Following their meeting on 20 February, Prime Minister May and President Juncker tasked 
their teams to explore what further reassurance could be given with regard to the backstop to 
underline once again its temporary nature and give the appropriate legal assurances to both 
sides. They also agreed that in the context of the work on the future relationship their teams 
should look at  the role alternative arrangements could play in replacing the backstop, and 
whether additions or changes to the Political Declaration could be made, consistent with EU 
and UK Government positions, that increased confidence in the focus and ambition of both 
sides in delivering the future partnership envisaged as soon as possible.

Discussions between the European Commission and the UK Government are continuing.

06/03/2019WRE03800Brexit Supports

06/03/2019WRE0390080. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he has formally raised the issue at EU level of a financial aid package for Ireland in the event 
of a no-deal Brexit. [11155/19]

06/03/2019WRE04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Mak-
ing the case for supporting measures at EU level that recognise Brexit represents a serious dis-
turbance to the Irish economy is a key pillar of the Government’s response to Brexit. 

There is a firm understanding at EU level of the unique and disproportionate impact that 
Brexit will have on Ireland. This has been reflected in a number of concrete measures and com-
mitments to date, such as the EIB’s support for the Government’s Brexit Loan Scheme.  In its 
Contingency Action Plan of 13 November 2018, the European Commission confirmed that it 
would support Ireland in finding solutions addressing the specific challenges of Irish businesses.

In November 2017, the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation met with EU Com-
petition Commissioner Margrethe Vestager  to discuss, amongst other issues, the impact of 
Brexit on Irish businesses. Since November 2017, the Department of Business Enterprise and 
Innovation has been working closely with the Commission and DG Competition since Novem-
ber 2017 through the Irish/EU Technical Working Group on State Aid. The objective of the 
Group is to scope and design schemes to support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with 
State Aid rules. 

On 24 January 2019, Minister Humphreys met with Commissioner Vestager. The meeting 
focused on the severe challenges that Irish businesses will face when the UK leaves the EU 
and the need for appropriate and timely State supports. It was agreed that Irish officials will 
continue to work closely with the Commissioner’s team in addressing any State Aid issues that 
may arise to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as the ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-
level implications become known. Should issues arise that require an approach that does not fit 
within the existing rules, this will be raised as part of the Group discussions. The Commissioner 
emphasised that the Commission stands ready to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts 
of Brexit on Irish firms.

In addition, Minister Creed held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan (DG Ag-
riculture and Rural Development) on 28 January to discuss the potential impact of a no deal 
Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. Minister Creed stressed the need to deploy 
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market response measures, including exceptional aid, under the CAP to provide necessary sup-
ports to Ireland’s agrifood sectors. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readiness to re-
spond and support Ireland and in particular, challenges facing Irish farmers and the agrifood 
sector, given our specific exposure to the UK market. Commissioner Hogan and Minister Creed 
agreed to remain in close contact as the situation develops and more clarity emerges about the 
nature of the UK’s departure.

This is an ongoing process, and the Government will continue to carefully examine what 
supports can be provided to assist businesses, particularly in a no deal scenario.

  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 74.

06/03/2019WRE04200Overseas Development Aid

06/03/2019WRE0430082. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to recognise the rights of thousands of volunteers who help deliver programmes 
(details supplied) on the ground; his plans to ensure equality monitoring of Irish Aid volunteers; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11236/19]

06/03/2019WRE04400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán Can-
non):  In the Government’s new development cooperation policy ‘A Better World’ launched by 
the Taoiseach last week, we have committed to increase our engagement with Irish people and 
organisations involved in all aspects of our development cooperation, including Irish volunteers 
in developing countries and those who have returned to Ireland.  

Ireland’s policy on overseas volunteering is set out in the Volunteering Initiative, which pro-
motes skills-based, sustainable volunteering overseas, working in partnership with third parties. 
As part of its work to take the commitments outlined in ‘A Better World’ forward, my Depart-
ment will commence a review of our approach to overseas volunteering during 2019.  This 
review will aim to ensure that our approach keeps pace with the evolving discourse on volun-
teering for development, and also with the development of best practice on promoting equality 
and diversity at home and abroad. The Department will consult with relevant stakeholders to 
take this work forward.

06/03/2019WRE04500Departmental Agencies Expenditure

06/03/2019WRE0460083. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount spent on social 
media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 2018 and to date in 2019, 
by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11121/19]

06/03/2019WRE04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The following table contains the infor-
mation requested.

Year Description Amount
2018 Switch Your Bank*(of 

which: YouTube)  *all re-
coupable from the banks**

€402,210(€8,896)

2019 Nil € 000
**The Switch Your Bank campaign is funded, in its entirety, by AIB and Permanent TSB, as 
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part of a range of competition measures agreed with the European Commission to raise aware-
ness and promote customer switching of financial products.

- The Department of Finance facilitates this campaign as part of its remit to ensure that 
consumers are protected within the financial sector in Ireland and to ensure a healthy level of 
competition.

- The contract  with Language Communications permitted them to appoint subcontractors 
for provision of services. 

- Phase one of the public awareness campaign cost €738,000 in total. 

- Phase two of the public awareness campaign will cost €405,900 in total.

- An additional €369 was spent on web hosting for the Switch Your Bank campaign.

06/03/2019WRE04800Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRE0490084. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has engaged and-or 
consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding social media advertising 
and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the amount spent by company; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11138/19]

06/03/2019WRE05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In 2018, my Department engaged Lan-
guage Communications to promote the Switch Your Bank Campaign.  The cost was €402,210 
and the Switch Your Bank campaign is funded, in its entirety, by AIB and Permanent TSB, as 
part of a range of competition measures agreed with the European Commission to raise aware-
ness and promote customer switching of financial products.   

My Department facilitates this campaign as part of its remit to ensure that consumers are 
protected within the financial sector in Ireland and to ensure a healthy level of competition.

My Department has not engaged or consulted with any public relations online advertising 
agency regarding social media advertising and online promoted content to date in 2019. 

06/03/2019WRE05100Customs and Excise Staff

06/03/2019WRE0520085. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the additional number of 
customs officers who have been hired by the Revenue Commissioners and in employment; the 
locations of these officers; the new posts based in County Cork; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11191/19]

06/03/2019WRE05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In September 2018, the Government 
granted approval in principle for the phased recruitment of an additional 600 Revenue staff to 
meet the challenges posed by Brexit.  Budget 2019 provided Revenue with the funding needed 
for 270 of the additional 600 staff to be recruited during 2019 to manage an orderly UK with-
drawal. 

Following the Government decision to give greater priority to the preparations for a No 
Deal Brexit in December 2018, Revenue has appointed over 250 additional staff to customs 
roles in the period 1 September 2018 to 28 February 2019.

The following table provides details of the 250 staff appointed during the period 1 Septem-
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ber 2018 to 28 February 2019:

Location Number
Munster 33
Border Midlands and West 11
Dublin 181
Wexford 20
Rest of Leinster 5
Total 250
An additional 150 staff are to be appointed to customs and related roles by Revenue between 

now and 29 March 2019.  Revenue are on track to have appointed approximately 400 additional 
staff to customs and related roles for Brexit during the period September 2018 to 29 March 
2019.

A total of 16 staff in Cork are dealing with local customs control work and customs audit. 
13 of these staff are assigned to a recently created Customs hub while three are attached to 
Revenue’s Large Corporates Division.   Revenue recently held internal competitions for trade 
facilitation posts at CO, EO and HEO level. These panels are now in place and include the po-
tential to fill an additional 10 trade facilitation posts in Cork Airport and Port.

Resources will be deployed based on the evolving business needs and to tackle any risks as 
they emerge.

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, Revenue plans to appoint a further 200 staff during the rest 
of 2019. This would bring the total additional staff recruited to the 600 staff required to deal 
with the UK withdrawal from the EU.

06/03/2019WRE05400Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme

06/03/2019WRE0550086. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 70 of 27 February 2019, if a copy of the formal notification sent 
by his Department advising of its position in regard to the public sector transfer network to a 
pension scheme (details supplied) on 14 June 2018 will be provided. [10970/19]

06/03/2019WRE05600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I will draw 
the Deputy’s attention to the contents of a document (details supplied).

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/5D0300B3BE78CB70802583B60
03670F6/$File/ATTCWCDI.pdf?openelement”>LETTER</a>]

06/03/2019WRE05700Departmental Banking

06/03/2019WRE0580087. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the sanctions he gave in order to open public bank accounts in the name of An Garda Síochána 
in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the locations of the accounts that were 
opened; the purpose of the accounts that were opened; the details of the sanctions he gave in 
order to close public bank accounts in the name of An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2011 
to 2018 and to date in 2019; the locations of the accounts that were closed; the purpose of the 
accounts that were closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10973/19]
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06/03/2019WRE05900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy 
will appreciate that Government Departments and Offices in discharging their legal roles and 
responsibilities operate bank accounts with commercial banks to facilitate payments and re-
ceipts generated in the normal course of their activities.

Such accounts are “public bank accounts” under Section 18 of the Exchequer and Audit 
Departments Act, 1866 on the basis that they will contain public moneys, either as a result of 
Voted moneys being deposited in them in order to make payments, or receipts being lodged by 
Departmental customers, which will ultimately be lodged to the Departmental Vote with the 
Paymaster General, or receipts being lodged for transfer to the Central Fund.  The effect of 
that Section of the 1866 Act is also that the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform may 
determine which accounts are opened as public bank accounts for public moneys.

In that context, the schedule attached to this reply sets out the details of public bank accounts 
for An Garda Síochána sanctioned by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform since 
its establishment in July 2011.  The Deputy may wish to note, in terms of the number of indi-
vidual accounts listed in the schedule for 2013, that in the course of a reconciliation exercise 
undertaken across Vote areas at that time in relation to public bank accounts my Department 
confirmed sanction for a substantial number of Garda District Imprest Accounts advised by the 
Garda authorities already in existence. An Garda Síochána informed my Department that owing 
to the elapse of time and file archiving practices, reconfirmation of the sanction was required.

As can be seen from the schedule attached to this reply that reflecting the administrative 
structures in place in An Garda Síochána, these public bank accounts are held at individual 
Garda Districts across the country in order for the relevant Superintendents to discharge their 
functions as District Officers reflecting the administrative structures.

As with all other features of financial management the relevant Accounting Officer for a 
Vote is ultimately responsible for the effective oversight of his or her Department’s or Office’s 
public bank accounts.

The requested tabular information is contained in the following link.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/AF58528F4AD4ECBB802583B6
003EED42/$File/ATT6XCF6.xlsx?openelement”>Garda Bank ACS</a>]

06/03/2019WRE06000Departmental Banking

06/03/2019WRE0610088. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
details of the sanctions given in order to open public bank accounts in the name of the Irish 
Prison Service in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the location of the ac-
counts opened; the purpose of the accounts opened; the details of the sanctions given in order 
to close public bank accounts in the name of the Irish Prison Service in each of the years 2011 
to 2018 and to date in 2019; the location of the accounts that were closed; the purpose of the 
accounts that were closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10977/19]

06/03/2019WRE06200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The sched-
ule attached to this reply sets out the details of public bank accounts for Irish Prison Service 
in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019 sanctioned by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform since its establishment in July 2011.

As can be seen from the schedule attached to this reply and reflecting the administrative 
structures in place in the Irish Prison Service, these public bank accounts are held at individual 
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campuses and centres across the country in order for the relevant Governor to discharge their 
functions as Officers reflecting the administrative structures 

As with all other features of financial management the relevant Accounting Officer for a 
Vote is ultimately responsible for the effective oversight of his or her Department’s or Office’s 
public bank accounts.  

IPS Bank Accounts Opened

Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

PMG  Payments 
and Receipts 

Ongoing exche-
quer funding for 
the Irish Prison 
service

2018 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 1

Arbour Hill -Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 2

Arbour Hill-
Tuck Shop Ac-
count 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 3

Arbour Hill-
PAPF (Prisoner 
Assist Pro-
gramme Fund) 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 4

Castlerea-Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 5

Tuck Shop Ac-
count 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 6

Castlerea-PAPF 
Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 7

Cork-Imprest 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 8
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

Cork-Tuck Shop 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 9

Cork-PAPF Ac-
count

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 10

Limerick-Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 11

Limerick-Tuck 
Shop Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 12

PAPF Account EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 13

Loughan-Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 14

Loughan-Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 15

PAPF Account EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 16

Mountjoy-Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 17
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

Mountjoy-Tuck 
Shop Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 18

Mountjoy-
IPAPF Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 19

Midlands-Im-
prest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 20

Midlands-Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 21

Midlands-PAPF 
Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 22

Portlaoise-Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 23

Portlaoise-Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 24

Portlaoise-PAPF 
Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 25

Shelton Abbey-
Imprest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 26
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

Shelton Abbey-
Tuck Shop Ac-
count 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 27

Shelton Abbey-
PAPF Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 28

 Cloverhill 
Remand Prison-
Imprest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 29

Cloverhill 
Remand Prison-
Tuck Shop Ac-
count

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 30

 Cloverhill 
Remand Prison-
PAPF Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 31

Wheatfield-Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 32

Wheatfield-Tuck 
Shop Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 33

Wheatfield-
PAPF Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 34

IPS (Irish Prison 
Service) HQ – 
Imprest Account  

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 35
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

IPS HQ –  Hub 
Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 36

IPS HQ –  IPS 
Illness & Ma-
ternity Benefit 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 37

IPS College, 
Portlaoise-Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 38

OGS Arbour 
Hill – Imprest 
Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 39

PSEC, Clover-
hill Road – Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 40

Prison Officers 
Welfare Ser-
vice – Imprest 
Account  

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 41

Building Ser-
vices Division – 
Imprest Account  

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2019 Danske Bank International 
House, 3 Har-
bourmaster 
Place, IFSC, 
Dublin 42

Illness and Ma-
ternity Benefits

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2017 Bank of Ireland Main Street, 
Longford

Purchase Card EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2017 Bank of Ireland Collinstown 
Cross, Dublin 7 

Dochas Centre 
Prisoner Assist 
Programme

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2012 Bank of Ireland North Circular 
Road, Phibsbor-
ough
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

Gratuity EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2012 Bank of Ireland BOI, Main 
Street,  Co 
Longford

Tuck Shop 
Account-Dochas 
Centre

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2011 Bank of Ireland  Phibsborough, 
Dublin 7.

IPS HQ-Imprest 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Main Street, 
Longford

Arbour Hill -Im-
prest Account 

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Smithfield, Dub-
lin 7

Arbour Hill-
Prisoner Assist 
Programme 
Fund (PAPF)

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Smithfield, Dub-
lin 8

Arbour Hill 
Tuck Shop Ac-
count

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Smithfield, Dub-
lin 9

Beladd Imprest 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Portlaiose

Castlerea Im-
prest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Castlerea, Co 
Roscommon

Castlerea 
Prsioner As-
sist Programme 
Fund (Current 
A/C)

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Castlerea, Co 
Roscommon

Castlerea 
Prsioner As-
sist Programme 
Fund (Deposit 
A/C)

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Castlerea, Co 
Roscommon

Castlerea Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Castlerea, Co 
Roscommon
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

Cloverhill Im-
prest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Clondalkin, 
Dublin 22

Cork Imprest 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Blackpool, Cork

Cork Prisoner 
Assist Pro-
gramme Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Blackpool, Cork

Cork Tuck Shop 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Blackpool, Cork

HQ Longford 
HQ Hub Ac-
count

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Main Street, 
Longford

Limerick Im-
prest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland 125 O’Connell 
Street, Co Lim-
erick

Limerick Pris-
oner Assist Pro-
gramme Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland 126 O’Connell 
Street, Co Lim-
erick

Limerick Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland 127 O’Connell 
Street, Co Lim-
erick

Loughan House 
Imprest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Manorhamilton, 
Co Leitrim

Loughan House 
Prisoner As-
sist Programme 
Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Manorhamilton, 
Co Leitrim

Loughan House 
Tuck Shop Ac-
count

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Manorhamilton, 
Co Leitrim
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

Midlands Im-
prest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Portlaoise

Midlands 
Prisoner As-
sist Programme 
fund Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Portlaoise

Midlands Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Portlaoise

Mountjoy Im-
prest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Phibsborough

Mountjoy Pris-
oner Assist pro-
gramme Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Phibsborough

Mountjoy Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Phibsborough

OSG Imprest 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Smnithfield, 
Dublin 7

Portlaoise Im-
prest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Portlaoise

Portlaoise Pris-
oner Assist Pro-
gramme Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Portlaoise

Portlaoise Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Portlaoise

PSEC Imprest 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Clondalkin, D 
22
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

Shelton Abbey 
Imprest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Arklow, Co 
Wicklow

Shelton Abbey 
Prisoner As-
sist Programme 
Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Arklow, Co 
Wicklow

Shelton Abbey 
Tuck Shop Ac-
count

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Arklow, Co 
Wicklow

St Pats Imprest 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland College Green, 
D 2

St Pats Prisoner 
Assist Pro-
gramme Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Phibsborough, 
D 7

St Pats Tuck 
Shop Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Phibsborough, 
D 7

Trianing unit 
Imprest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Phibsborough, 
D 7

Training Unit 
Prisoner As-
sist Programme 
Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Phibsborough, 
D 7

Training Unit 
Tuck Shop Ac-
count

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Phibsborough, 
D 7

Wheatfield Im-
prest Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Clondalkin, D 
22

Wheatfield 
Prisoner As-
sist Programme 
Fund

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Clondalkin, D 
22
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Title Function/Pur-
pose

Year of Sanction Bank Address

Wheatfield Pris-
oner Tuck Shop 
Account

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Clondalkin, D 
22

Imprest Account 
Sep 2013

EFT, Internet 
Banking and 
cash, Cheque 
Lodgements

2013 Bank of Ireland Mian Street 
Longford

IPS Bank Accounts Closed

NAME Address Opened/Closed
Castlerea
Prisoner Assist Programme 
Fund (Deposit a/c)

Bank of Ireland, Castlerea, 
Co. Roscommon.

Closed October 2018

HQ
IPSC Purchase Card Ac-
counts

Bank of Ireland, Longford Closed October 2018

St. Pat’s
Imprest Account Bank of Ireland, College 

Green, Dublin 2.
Closed 2013

Tuck Shop Account Bank of Ireland, Phibsbor-
ough, Dublin 7.

Closed 2018

Prisoner Assist Programme 
Fund

Bank of Ireland, Phibsbor-
ough, Dublin 7.

Closed 2015

Training Unit.
Imprest Account Bank of Ireland, Phibsbor-

ough, Dublin 7.
Closed 2013

Tuck Shop Account Bank of Ireland, Phibsbor-
ough, Dublin 7.

Closed 2018

Prisoner Assist Programme 
Fund

Bank of Ireland, Phibsbor-
ough, Dublin 7.

Closed 2015

06/03/2019WRE06300National Monuments

06/03/2019WRE0640089. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
a detailed geophysical technological search, in addition to archaeology excavation, will be car-
ried out on the relevant parts of Kilmainham Gaol to determine the exact location of the remains 
of persons (details supplied). [11016/19]

06/03/2019WRE06500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are no 
plans currently to carry out either geophysical or archaeological examinations at Kilmainham 
Gaol in respect of the Invincibles’ burial place.

06/03/2019WRE06600Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme

06/03/2019WRE0670090. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to 
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Parliamentary Question No. 70 of 27 February 2019, if a formal notification advising of his 
position in regard to the public sector transfer network and a scheme (details supplied) was 
circulated to all members of the public sector transfer network in June 2018. [11082/19]

06/03/2019WRE06800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A notification 
was issued to all Personnel Officers/HR managers in December 2014 advising them that current 
applications were being put on hold and that further applications for transfer of service under 
the Public Service Transfer Service and the IASS were not being accepted pending further de-
tails from the IASS. A formal notification was not issued to Personnel Officers/HR Managers 
in June 2018.

06/03/2019WRE06900Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRE0700091. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 
2018 and to date in 2019 by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11126/19]

06/03/2019WRE07100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have set 
out in the following table details of the amount spent on social media advertising and online 
promoted content by means of sidebar, above the line and pop website ads in 2018 and to date 
in 2019.

Amount Spent on Social Media

 Year Campaign  Platform Cost 
 2018 IGEES AP Recruit-

ment Competition 
Facebook and Linke-
dIn (Pop Website 
Ads)

€553.50

 2018 MyGovID Media 
Campaign

Programmat-
ic Google Pay-per-
click (Side Bar)

€17,818.78

  Total €18,372.28
 2019 IGEES AP Recruit-

mentCompetition 
Facebook and Linke-
dIn (Pop Website 
Ads)

€500.00

  Total €500.00

06/03/2019WRF00200Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRF0030092. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding so-
cial media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the amount 
spent by company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11143/19]

06/03/2019WRF00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The details 
requested by the Deputy are set out in the following table.   To date in 2019, there has been no 
such expenditure.
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 Year Company Amount Spent
 2018 Mindshare Media Ireland 

Ltd. for MyGovID aware-
ness campaign 

 €76,948.91 

06/03/2019WRF00500Office of Public Works

06/03/2019WRF0060093. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
decision has been made on an application by a person (details supplied) to remove a burden on 
lands at a location in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11229/19]

06/03/2019WRF00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): An Office of 
Public Works (OPW) senior Property Manager has arranged to visit the site referred to by the 
Deputy during the second week of March.  Once the site visit is complete a decision will be 
made on the application to remove the burden.

06/03/2019WRF00800School Transport Administration

06/03/2019WRF0090094. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if vehicles that have 
been significantly modified, for example, a vehicle originally intended for 53 seats that has been 
fitted with 70 seats are eligible to apply for the school transport scheme; and if so, if there are 
specific vehicle testing standards they must meet. [11210/19]

06/03/2019WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special 
educational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The type of vehicle required for use on School Transport Scheme services is determined by 
the specific capacity requirements for each route and the roadways that the vehicle will be ex-
pected to travel on.  It is also determined by the individual requirements of the child involved, as 
is the case in relation to the provision of transport for children with Special Educational Needs. 

Bus Éireann has confirmed that in relation to vehicle testing standards, all large public 
service vehicles operating in the state, must meet the minimum statutory requirements of the 
Road Safety Authority’s Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness test and are subject to roadside 
inspection by the Authority to ensure that they have a current roadworthiness certificate at the 
time of roadside inspection.  Each vehicle must also have a valid Public Service Vehicle (PSV) 
licence issued by a PSV Officer of An Garda Síochána following inspection. This inspection 
is particularly relevant in the case of any proposed modifications to vehicles. Both of these 
legal requirements are verified by Bus Éireann before any vehicle is permitted to be added to 
the nominated fleet of any contractor seeking to provide services under the School Transport 
Scheme.   In addition to the statutory requirements, Bus Éireann arranges for additional exami-
nations of vehicles operating under the School Transport Scheme – which are both targeted and 
random. These additional quality assurance checks are carried out by an independent agency 
on behalf of Bus Éireann. 

All operators successfully awarded contracts to operate School Transport Scheme services 
by Bus Éireann must meet their contractual obligations set out in respect of vehicle safety, 
safety inspections and maintenance systems.
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06/03/2019WRF01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

06/03/2019WRF0120095. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he 
is taking to provide critical individual education planning for children with Down’s syndrome; 
when all sections of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 will 
be fully commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11004/19]

06/03/2019WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that all schools are encouraged to plan effectively for the delivery of additional teaching or 
care supports for children with special educational needs, including for children with Down 
syndrome. 

Effective planning ensures that the school’s resources are deployed efficiently and that they 
achieve the desired outcomes. 

Under the Education Act 1998, schools are under statutory obligations to “provide educa-
tion to students which is appropriate to their abilities and needs” and to “ensure that the educa-
tional needs of all students, including those with a disability or other special educational needs, 
are identified and provided for”.  

Planning is a normal part of a teacher’s work and planning tools, like the student support 
file, have been created as a resource to help schools provide for their students.

Circulars 0013 and 0014 2017, which introduced the model for allocating special educa-
tion teachers to schools, noted the importance of educational planning. This is in the context of 
ensuring that the children with the greatest level of need receive the greatest level of support.

The Circulars note that educational planning is an essential element of a whole-school ap-
proach to meeting pupils’ needs. 

Guidelines for schools on educational planning and monitoring of outcomes through the 
Student Support File, are contained in the Guidelines for Primary and Post primary Schools: 
Supporting Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools.

 All schools are therefore encouraged to use Education Plans or Student Support plans for 
children who are receiving additional teaching or care in schools. 

Whereas there is not currently a statutory requirement for schools to provide a particular 
form of Individual Education Plan, it is evident that the majority of schools do use some form 
of education planning to plan and record the support that they provide for pupils with special 
educational needs. This is considered to be both beneficial for schools and children and is re-
garded as best practice.  

The ongoing provision of planning will represent a continuation of the good practice that is 
occurring in the majority of schools.

With regard to the implementation of the Education for Persons with Special Needs (EPSEN) 
Act 2004, I can advise that a number of sections of the  EPSEN) Act have been commenced. 
The commenced provisions include those establishing the National Council for Special Educa-
tion (NCSE) and those providing for an inclusive approach to the education of children with 
special educational needs.

The remaining sections of the Act have yet to be commenced.  

The NCSE estimated, in its implementation Plan which was developed in 2006, that ad-



Questions - Written Answers

58

ditional investment over a period of years of up to €235m per annum, across the education and 
health sectors, would be required to fully implement the EPSEN Act. 

The view of the Department of Education and Skills was that the level of investment re-
quired could be significantly greater than that envisaged in the NCSE report. Legal advice pro-
vided to that Department also indicated that the EPSEN Act, as it is currently constituted, may 
not be implemented on a phased, or age cohort, basis.

The Government is committed to helping every child, particularly those with special educa-
tional needs, to fulfil their potential. 

In 2018 my Department invested over €1.75 Billion in this area - 1/5 of my Department’s 
budget and up 42% since 2011, at which point €1.24 Billion was invested. This increased in-
vestment has allowed the Government to increase the number of:

SNAs by 42%, from 10,575 in 2011 to 15,000 at present.

Special classes by 160% to over 1,450 at present, compared to 548 special classes in 2011.

Special education teachers by 37%, from 9,740 in 2011, to over 13,400 at present.

Under the Programme for a Partnership Government, I have committed to consulting with 
stakeholders on how best to progress aspects of the Act on a non-statutory basis. 

A range of consultations with Education Partners and Stakeholders took place in relation to 
the development of the new model for allocating special education teachers over the course of 
2017. The new model was introduced for all schools from September 2017. 

Further consultations took place with education partners and stakeholders in the context of 
the undertaking of a comprehensive review of the SNA scheme and will continue in relation to 
the implementation of recommendations contained in this report.

Consultations also took place in relation to providing power to the National Council for 
Special Educational need to designate a school place for a person with special educational 
needs, which is now provided for in the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018.

While awaiting the full implementation of the EPSEN Act, the NCSE has also published a 
number of policy advice papers which make recommendations aimed at developing a better or 
more effective alternative to the current resource allocation model, and which aims to move the 
system towards ultimate implementation of the EPSEN Act.

It is therefore intended to bring into effect many of the good ideas contained in the EPSEN 
Act, on a non-statutory basis initially, through policy developments across a range of areas, in 
conjunction with NCSE policy advice. Full consultation will also take place with stakeholders 
before adjustments are made. 

I can assure you that this Government will continue to prioritise investment in the area of 
special education support and I am confident that ongoing investment and reform will continue 
to see improvements made in this area.

06/03/2019WRF01400State Examinations

06/03/2019WRF0150096. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills if knowledge 
of the conditional and future tenses in the German language is required for the junior certificate 
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exam. [11006/19]

06/03/2019WRF0160097. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the genitive 
and dative cases and genitive and accusative prepositions in the German language are required 
for the junior certificate exam. [11007/19]

06/03/2019WRF01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 96 and 97 together.

While neither the genitive and dative cases nor genitive and accusative prepositions are di-
rectly targeted for assessment in the Junior Certificate Examination the integrated nature of the 
German language requires a receptive knowledge of same.

The examination is divided into three sections: for the first two sections i.e. the Listening 
Comprehension and the Reading Comprehension a receptive knowledge of these cases and 
prepositions is helpful though not essential as candidates are asked to extract meaning from the 
audio/reading text. Full and complete comprehension of each individual word and/or grammati-
cal element within the text(s) is not necessary in order to extract meaning from the text. In the 
third section i.e. the Written Section students are asked to perform a number of communicative 
tasks from the syllabus. Students are free to express these communicative tasks in a more com-
plex manner using, for example, more complex and elaborate grammatical structures which 
may   require an active knowledge of genitive and dative cases and genitive and accusative 
prepositions. Equally, they are free to use shorter, simpler sentences. 

It is important to state, however, that certain grammatical structures in the German language 
simply demand the use of genitive and dative (or indeed nominative and accusative) cases or 
genitive and accusative (or indeed nominative or dative) prepositions in order to express par-
ticular communicative tasks.

While knowledge of the future and conditional tenses is included in the syllabus for junior 
Certificate, they are not directly targeted for assessment in the listening and reading comprehen-
sions.

However, in order to carry short communicative tasks in the written section of the examina-
tion paper, a knowledge of the future and conditional tenses may be required.

06/03/2019WRF01900Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRF0200098. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of develop-
ments to advance a project (details supplied). [11014/19]

06/03/2019WRF02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s 6 year Construction Pro-
gramme.  

A project brief has been finalised and the project will be delivered via the ADAPT pro-
gramme which is an innovative delivery programme first introduced by my Department in 
2016.  It uses a professional external Project Manager to coordinate and drive the respective 
design teams on each project. 

In this regard, a tender competition is in train to establish a Project Manager framework 
which is expected to be in place this month. Tenders have been returned and are currently being 
evaluated.
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Whilst the Department must adhere to the Public Procurement rules for the appointment of 
consultant Design Teams the Building Unit will expedite this process in so far as possible. 

All schools with projects on the ADAPT programme will be contacted shortly by my De-
partment to provide an update on the status of their respective project.

06/03/2019WRF02200Schools Building Projects

06/03/2019WRF0230099. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an audit 
of the education needs for Ballyfermot, Dublin 10, has been carried out (details supplied). 
[11059/19]

06/03/2019WRF02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:  

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools, 

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools, 

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas in the future through either planned capacity increases in existing schools 
or additional accommodation or extensions to existing schools. 

While the announcement did not include the Ballyfermot area, the requirement for school 
places will be kept under on-going review and in particular will have regard for the increased 
roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

06/03/2019WRF02500Schools Building Projects
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06/03/2019WRF02600100. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
crease secondary school places in Gorey, County Wexford. [11085/19]

06/03/2019WRF02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following: 

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools, 

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools, 

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas in the future through either planned capacity increases in existing schools 
or additional accommodation or extensions to existing schools. 

As the Deputy will be aware, a new 1,000 pupil post primary school was established in 2011 
in Gorey and moved into its permanent accommodation in 2014 and the school has capacity to 
meet demand in the area. 

While the announcement did not include a new post primary school for the Gorey school 
planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in par-
ticular will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project 
Ireland 2040.

06/03/2019WRF02800Teachers’ Remuneration

06/03/2019WRF02900101. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason it took 
so long for his Department to set up a new payroll contract for a person (details supplied); if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that his Department put the person’s earnings in 2018 to 
the pay for 2019 which has resulted in them having to pay income tax at the 40% rate in 2019 
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once the earnings reach €28,300; if such delays in setting up new contracts in the future can be 
prevented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11098/19]

06/03/2019WRF03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school managerial bodies 
are the direct employers of school staff and my Department acts as paymaster for over 4000 
schools.   My Department will pay the school staff within the terms of the Payment of Wages 
Act 1991 and government pay agreements once it receives instructions from the schools to do 
so. 

I understand that the contract for the person referred to by the Deputy was signed by her on 
the 5th November 2018 and was approved by the Chairperson of the Board of Management of 
the school on the 17th  December 2018.  The contract was received by my Department on 21st 
December 2018.   Based on the date the documentation was received in my Department,  the 
earliest possible date for payment of salary to issue to the person referred to, was the 24th Janu-
ary 2019 and she was paid on that date with arrears of salary.  A tax refund issued to her on the 
next salary pay issue of the 7th February 2019.   

A letter has issued to her outlining which portion of her salary paid in 2019 relates to salary 
for 2018.  She can revert to Revenue who will determine if a further refund is due to her. 

The managerial authorities of schools are regularly advised that contracts should be submit-
ted to my Department in a timely manner to avoid late payment of salary.  

06/03/2019WRF03100Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRF03200102. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the de-
velopment of an Educate Together national school for Killarney, County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11107/19]

06/03/2019WRF03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department is implementing new plans aimed at accelerating the provision of multi-de-
nominational and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of 
parents, families and school communities and the Programme for Government commitment to 
reach 400 such schools by 2030. 

The previous model of patronage divestment yielded only a very limited number of schools 
for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (11 since 2013, with a twelfth school, due to be 
established under this process for September 2019).  I believe that the new Schools Reconfigu-
ration for Diversity process has the potential to significantly increase patron diversity in our 
school system.

While the Schools Reconfiguration process is being advanced, my Department is continuing 
to work with the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in areas already identified, 
including Killarney.

To date, it has not been possible to secure a school property to facilitate a new school being 
established in Killarney. However, my Department will continue its efforts in relation to iden-
tifying a suitable solution under the patronage divesting process, which would facilitate a new 
Educate Together school being established to serve the Killarney area.

06/03/2019WRF03400Departmental Advertising Expenditure
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06/03/2019WRF03500103. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 2018 and 
to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11119/19]

06/03/2019WRF03600104. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has en-
gaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding social media 
advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the amount spent by 
company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11136/19]

06/03/2019WRF03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 103 and 104 together.

The information is currently being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon as 
it is available. 

06/03/2019WRF03900Schools Recognition

06/03/2019WRF04000105. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plan to give 
State recognition to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11187/19]

06/03/2019WRF04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has received correspondence from the school in question and a response 
will be issued shortly. 

06/03/2019WRF04200State Examinations Exemptions

06/03/2019WRF04300106. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applications made to the State Examination Commission for reasonable accommodations; the 
number of applications that have been refused; the nature of the accommodations granted for 
both junior cycle and leaving certificate examinations in each of the past four years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11195/19]

06/03/2019WRF04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. The Commission in this regard operates a scheme of Reasonable Accommodations in the 
Certificate Examinations. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

06/03/2019WRF04500National Educational Psychological Service Data

06/03/2019WRF04600107. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
times the critical incident policy has been implemented in schools in counties Tipperary, Cork, 
Laois and Offaly since 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11196/19]

06/03/2019WRF04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): By way of background I might 
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inform you that my Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides 
guidelines and resource materials for schools to enable them to deal with certain traumatic 
events which can adversely affect pupils and school staff. This publication ‘Responding to 
Critical Incidents: NEPS Guidelines and Resource Materials for Schools’ also outlines how 
schools can plan for crises. The guidelines refer to preventive approaches that schools can adopt 
in creating a safe and supportive environment. 

The publication provides practical step-by-step guidelines for teachers and principals on 
how to respond when a tragedy occurs. It offers support to schools at a potentially overwhelm-
ing time. 

The guidelines focus upon alerting schools to planning processes, structures and actions 
which will better allow them to cope with a traumatic incidents such as suicide or suspected sui-
cide, murder, accidental death including road traffic accidents and drowning, and death through 
illness of members of the school community. In relation to suicide, advice is also given on pre-
vention and positive mental health stratagems and approaches. 

The Guidelines are kept under constant review and a third edition was circulated by NEPS 
to schools in 2016. Training in critical incident planning is part of the service provided by 
NEPS to schools and is a focus of my Department’s Action Plan for Education 2016-19 for 
post-primary schools.

NEPS psychologists will also, at the specific invitation of school authorities, attend at 
schools immediately following such incidents to offer direct advice and assistance to school 
staff in managing the situation. 

In relation to the Deputy’s specific questions in this regard, critical incidents are by their 
nature situations so named by schools themselves – traumatic events which have the potential 
to overwhelm the normal operation of the school.  Depending upon the nature, severity or con-
text of an event, schools may telephone NEPS for advice and support as to how they should 
proceed in relation to a particular event.  In many situations this advice and support is adequate 
to equip schools to respond appropriately, without further support required from NEPS.  In 
other situations, as is set out above, school authorities may request the attendance of NEPS 
psychologists on-site to provide support, advice and assistance in the delivery of the response. 
Therefore, in answer to the Deputy’s specific quest, all critical incidents notified to NEPS are 
acted upon as appropriate to the context and the wishes of school authorities.

For data purposes NEPS records critical incidents at three response levels:

Level 1   - an incident which involves a telephone response to the school but where no on-
site presence of NEPS staff is requested,

Level 2   – where the school, in their contact with NEPS, request the presence of NEPS 
personnel on-site to advise and assist,

Level 3   – events which have NEPS personnel on-site but are of a magnitude that involves 
a broader community response from other support services such as the HSE.

Until NEPS gathered data on the number and extent of critical incidents from its eight re-
gions which while including an incident count and level did not include element which allowed 
disaggregation by school and county. 

In the academic year 2017/18 however NEPS changed its data gathering methodology and 
the data the Deputy requested is therefore available for this academic year only and I can inform 
the Deputy that some 66   critical incidents were recorded for counties Tipperary, Cork, Laois 
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and Offaly in the period, 40 at level 1,  22 at level 2 and four at level 3.

I hope this is of assistance to the Deputy in this regard.

06/03/2019WRF04800School Accommodation

06/03/2019WRF04900108. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost of the 
use of prefabricated units in primary and post-primary schools in counties Tipperary, Cork, 
Laois and Offaly since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11197/19]

06/03/2019WRF05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to confirm to the Depu-
ty that the cost of the use of prefabricated units in primary and post-primary schools in counties 
Tipperary, Cork, Laois and Offaly since 2011 is €8.3m.

06/03/2019WRF05100School Accommodation

06/03/2019WRF05200109. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applications by primary and post-primary schools in counties Tipperary, Cork, Laois and Offaly 
under the prefab replacement initiative that are being assessed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11198/19]

06/03/2019WRF05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to inform the Deputy 
since the second half of 2018 when a school is being approved additional classroom(s) to meet 
a long-term need and that school also has prefabs (rented or purchased) these prefabs will also 
be replaced as part of the additional accommodation project if there is a long-term needs for the 
classrooms currently housed in those prefabs.

The following table outlines the number of additional accommodation application to be 
assessed that have indicated that they have prefabs on site in Counties Tipperary, Offaly, Cork 
and Laois.

County Number of applications
Tipperary 11
Offaly 6
Cork 38
Laois 2
 As soon as these application are assessed the school authorities will be informed of the 

outcome.

06/03/2019WRF05400Gaelcholáistí Issues

06/03/2019WRF05500110. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
Gaelcholáistí here. [11219/19]

06/03/2019WRF05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): There are currently 49 Irish-
medium post-primary schools, 21 of which are inside the Gaeltacht and 28 of which are outside 
the Gaeltacht. There are 13,055 pupils attending these schools, 3,065 of which are in Gaeltacht 
schools and 9,990 are in non-Gaeltacht schools.
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A full list of post-primary schools, including information on their medium of instruction, 
can be found on the Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/.

06/03/2019WRF05700Gaelcholáistí Issues

06/03/2019WRF05800111. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of sec-
ond-level aonaid which provide education through the medium of Irish here; and the location 
of each. [11220/19]

06/03/2019WRF05900112. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to increase 
the number of Gaelcholáistí and aonaid here. [11221/19]

06/03/2019WRF06000113. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the establishment 
of a Gaelcholáiste or aonaid in Tullamore, County Offaly has been considered. [11222/19]

06/03/2019WRF06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
111 to 113, inclusive, together.

As part of the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030, my Department has com-
mitted to creating opportunities for expanding Irish-medium education outside the Gaeltacht 
in the context of the establishment of 42 new schools from 2019 to 2022, which will afford 
particular consideration to the establishment of Gaelscoileanna, Gaelcholáistí, and Aonaid Lán-
Ghaeilge as part of the new patronage process. My Department is also continuing to work with 
stakeholders to further develop policy in this regard at post-primary level and met recently with 
Gaeloideachas and other stakeholders.

Following the April 2018 announcement of the establishment of 42 new schools from 2019 
to 2022, my Department has developed a new Online Patronage Process System, which pro-
vides objective information and allows parents to express their preferences in relation to the 
patronage and language of instruction, i.e. Irish or English, of these new schools.   Parental 
preferences, as well as other considerations such as the extent of diversity of provision in an 
area (including Irish-medium provision), are key to the decision-making process.   

This has resulted in patronage of three of the 13 primary schools to be established in 2019 
being awarded to An Foras Pátrúnachta as Irish-medium Gaelscoileanna in the Booterstown_
Blackrock; Drumcondra_Marino_Dublin 1; and Maynooth school planning areas.  

Separately, a new post-primary Gaelcholáiste will be established in Maynooth in September 
2019.

Details of schools that provide education through the medium of Irish are available on my 
Department’s website www.education.ie.

While the recent new schools announcement did not include a new post-primary school 
for Tullamore, the requirement for new schools is being kept under on-going review and in 
particular will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project 
Ireland 2040.

06/03/2019WRF06400School Services Staff
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06/03/2019WRF06500114. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the ongoing issue 
regarding the pay and entitlements of school secretaries is being examined; and his plans to 
intervene in relation to the issue to improve same. [11223/19]

06/03/2019WRF06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by school secretaries, and indeed by other support staff, in the running of our schools 
and I am grateful to them for the contribution they make to our education system.  I have spoken 
to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more  extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a Secretary or Caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration will, from 1 January 2019, be paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Following the arbitration process, grant funding used by schools to fund the salaries of 
ancillary staff was improved in order to enable schools to implement the arbitration outcome.

The FÓRSA trade union have requested a meeting with the Department to discuss pay ar-
rangements for grant-funded Secretaries and Caretakers from 2020 onwards. The Department 
has acknowledged the letter and is considering the union’s request.

06/03/2019WRF06700Education and Training Boards Data

06/03/2019WRF06800115. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details, in-
cluding the course name of all education and training courses advertised for a training centre 
(details supplied), in County Donegal in each of the years 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; the 
maximum course intake versus the actual number of applicants each course received for each 
of these years in instances in which a course was advertised for the centre but was subsequently 
delivered at an alternative centre; the details of each such course; the reason for the decision to 
change the centre; the location of the centre in which the course was later delivered; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11239/19]

06/03/2019WRF06900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I have been informed by Donegal ETB that no courses were advertised for the Gaoth Dobhair 
centre which were subsequently delivered at an alternative centre. Donegal ETB also advised 
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that any courses which were advertised and which did not receive sufficient numbers were ei-
ther postponed or cancelled if a course proved to be  non-viable due to a lack of interest. How-
ever, the same course can be planned for a number of locations, to start at different times, but 
this does not mean that one course replaces another. 

Donegal ETB has provided the attached list of courses offered at the Gaoth Dobhair Train-
ing Centre during 2017, 2018, and 2019, and the number of trainees who attended.

DAY COURSES FOR GWEEDORE 2017, 2018 and 2019

YEAR COURSE FROM TO NUMBER OF 
TRAINEES

2017 ECDL 20/02/2017 19/05/2017 4
Welding 21/11/2016 14/04/2017 14
Welding 08/05/2017 08/09/2017 14
Welding 11/09/2017 19/01/2018 14
Electrical Appr 05/12/2016 12/05/2017 14
Electrical Appr 26/06/2017 24/11/2017 14
Plumbing 06/02/2017 14/07/2017 14
Plumbing 09/10/2017 16/03/2018 14
Outdoor Activ-
ity

16/10/2017 07/09/2018 17

Beauty Thera-
pist

13/02/2017 16/02/2018 12

2018 Welding 19/02/2018 22/06/2018 14
Welding 09/07/2018 09/11/2018 12
Electrical Appr 15/01/2018 15/06/2018 14
Electrical Appr 16/07/2018 14/12/2018 14
Plumbing 16/04/2018 14/09/2018 14
Outdoor Activ-
ity

17/09/2018 09/08/2019 18

Healthcare Sup-
port

05/03/2018 11/01/2019 11

Beauty Thera-
pist

14/04/2018 19/04/2019 13

Construction 
Skills

23/04/2018 07/09/2018 12

Engineering 
Trship

15/10/2018 28/06/2019 12

2019 Welding 14/01/2019 17/05/2019 14
Electrical Appr 07/01/2019 07/06/2019 14
Plumbing 19/11/2018 03/05/2019 14
Special Needs 04/02/2019 29/11/2019 14

Evening Cours-
es
2017 OFTEC 23/01/2017 17/02/2017 7

MIG Welding 14/02/2017 04/04/2017 8
2018 OFTEC 06/02/2018 12/05/2018 8
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YEAR COURSE FROM TO NUMBER OF 
TRAINEES

17/09/2018 19/10/2018 6
2019 OFTEC 19/02/2019 23/03/2019 7

Payroll 19/02/2019 01/06/2019 6

06/03/2019WRF07000Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRF07100116. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position regard-
ing the provision of an Educate Together national school for Clonmel, County Tipperary; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [11249/19]

06/03/2019WRF07200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
my Department is implementing new plans aimed at accelerating the provision of multi-de-
nominational and non-denominational schools across the country, in line with the choices of 
parents, families and school communities and the Programme for Government commitment to 
reach 400 such schools by 2030. 

The previous model of patronage divestment yielded only a very limited number of schools 
for transfer to multi-denominational patrons (11 since 2013, with a twelfth school, due to be 
established under this process for September 2019).  I believe that the new Schools Reconfigu-
ration for Diversity process has the potential to significantly increase patron diversity in our 
school system.  

While the Schools Reconfiguration process is being advanced, my Department is continuing 
to work with the main stakeholders to progress delivery of diversity in areas already identified, 
including Clonmel. 

To date, it has not been possible to secure a school property to facilitate a new school being 
established in Clonmel. However, my Department will continue its efforts in relation to iden-
tifying a suitable solution under the patronage divesting process, which would facilitate a new 
Educate Together school being established to serve the Clonmel area.

06/03/2019WRG00200Special Educational Needs Staff

06/03/2019WRG00300117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which the special needs teacher requirement continues to be met nationally and in particular in 
north County Kildare; if sufficient provision continues to be made in line with requirements and 
requests from the various primary and second-level schools; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11251/19]

06/03/2019WRG00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that DES Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 for post primary schools set 
out the details of the new model for allocating special education teachers to schools.  DES 
Circulars 007 and 008 of 2019 set out how the allocations for schools are being updated from 
September 2019.

The Special Education Teacher allocation process provides a single unified allocation for 
special educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile.
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Under the allocation model, schools are provided with a total allocation for special educa-
tion needs support based on their school profile.  

The provision of a profiled allocation is designed to give a fairer allocation for each school 
which recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which pro-
vides a graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need in each school.

Under the allocation model schools are frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s 
profile, to provide supports immediately to those pupils who need it without delay. This reduces 
the administrative burden on schools as schools no longer have to complete an application 
process annually and apply for newly enrolled pupils who require resource hours. Children 
who need support can have that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a 
diagnosis.

1,000 additional Special Education Teachers have been provided for schools since 2017, 
while the total number of Special Education Teachers has increased by 37% since 2011, from 
9,740 in 2011,

to over 13,400 at present. 

I am satisfied that the very significant levels of additional provision we have made in re-
cent years, to provide Special Education Teachers, means that all schools, including schools in 
County Kildare, are sufficiently resourced to provide for the special educational needs and care 
needs of children in their schools.

06/03/2019WRG00500Schools Building Projects Data

06/03/2019WRG00600118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent 
to which the school building programme continues in line with expectation and projections 
nationally and in County Kildare in particular; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11252/19]

06/03/2019WRG00700119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of schools scheduled for expansion and extension or replacement in respect of primary and sec-
ond-level schools nationally and in County Kildare in 2019; the extent to which the programme 
remains on target; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11253/19]

06/03/2019WRG00800123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of school replacements, extensions or upgrades submitted to by the various school authorities 
throughout north County Kildare at primary and second-level in respect of which construction 
progress is in hand, is planned for early date or is awaiting attention; when each project will be 
concluded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11257/19]

06/03/2019WRG00900124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which primary and second-level school construction or upgrading requirements are being met 
in Naas, County Kildare; if the current programme remains adequate to meet the demand; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11258/19]

06/03/2019WRG01000125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which primary and second-level school construction or upgrading requirements are being met 
in Maynooth, County Kildare; if the current programme remains adequate to meet the demand; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11259/19]
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06/03/2019WRG01100126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which primary and second-level school construction or upgrading requirements are being met 
in Celbridge, County Kildare; if the current programme remains adequate to meet the demand; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11260/19]

06/03/2019WRG01200127. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the extent to 
which primary and second-level school construction or upgrading requirements are being met 
in Kilcock, County Kildare; if the current programme remains adequate to meet the demand; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11261/19]

06/03/2019WRG01300129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
and location of primary schools in north County Kildare scheduled for improvement or replace-
ment and in respect of which submissions have been made to  by the various school authorities; 
the extent to which progress is being achieved in each case; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11263/19]

06/03/2019WRG01400130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
and location of second-level schools in north County Kildare scheduled for improvement or 
replacement and in respect of which submissions have been made to  by the various school 
authorities; the extent to which progress is being achieved in each case; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11264/19]

06/03/2019WRG01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 118, 119, 123 to 127, inclusive, 129 and 130 together.

My Department’s Capital Programme continues to address the challenges nationally posed 
by the significant bulge in pupil enrolments going through our schools. This has seen a signifi-
cant expansion in the rate of provision of new school places. The Capital Programme details the 
school projects that are being progressed through the architectural planning process, including 
those schools in County Kildare. My Department regularly updates the current position on all 
projects on the Capital Programme and this information is available on my Department’s web-
site at www.education.ie

The 2019 Primary and Post Primary Infrastructure allocation amounting to €672m will be 
expended primarily on the delivery of large scale projects and on the Additional Accommoda-
tion Scheme. Typically, expenditure levels of between 70% and 80% of the capital allocation 
available to schools annually is in respect of large scale projects and the Additional Accom-
modation Scheme. The balance available in 2019 will be expended on site acquisitions, the 
Summer Works Scheme, the Emergency Works Scheme, furniture and equipment provision and 
other smaller programmes. 

The Capital Programme details the school projects that are being progressed through the 
architectural planning process. The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for 
additional classrooms, if required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been 
identified or where an additional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed on this 
programme can be found on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information 
is updated regularly.

The Deputy will also be aware of my announcement in April 2018 regarding the establish-
ment of 42 new schools, over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement followed 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by the Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.
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06/03/2019WRG01700Pupil-Teacher Ratio

06/03/2019WRG01800120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the degree 
to which class sizes, the pupil-teacher ratio and overcrowding at primary and second-level 
throughout County Kildare and nationally is being addressed; the way in which this will mani-
fest itself in the context of a campus (details supplied) with particular reference to the need to 
restart the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11254/19]

06/03/2019WRG01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The 2018/19 school year saw 
an increase of over 6,000 teaching posts in our schools compared to the 2015/16 school year.  

The Statistic’s Section of my Department’s website contains extensive data in relation to our 
schools including pupil teacher ratios and teacher numbers. The latest figures in relation to pu-
pil teacher ratios show an improved ratio of teachers to students from 16:1 to 15.3:1 at primary 
level and 13.8:1 to 13.1:1 at post primary level when comparing the 2015/16 school year to the 
2017/18 school year.  

Budget 2019 marks the third year of a major reinvestment in the education sector, as we 
continue to implement the Action Plan for Education, our plan to make Ireland’s education and 
training service the best in Europe by 2026. In 2019, the budget for the Department of Educa-
tion and Skills will increase by €674 million, a 6.7% increase on last year.  In total, the Educa-
tion budget will have increased by €1.7 billion compared to 2016.

Budget 2019 will see numbers employed in our schools reach the highest ever level. Over 
1,300 additional posts in schools will be funded, including more than 370 teaching posts to 
cater for growth in student population and additional special classes. This builds on the Budget 
2018 measure which provided a one point improvement in the staffing schedule in primary 
schools which brings the position to the most favourable ever seen at primary level.

The Deputy will be aware that the delivery of the project to which he refers has been de-
volved to Kildare and Wicklow Education & Training Board (KWETB). 

I understand that the project will be going to tender very shortly. I can confirm that tenders 
are being sought from eight contractors and that the timeframe for receipt of tenders is expected 
to be in early April with a view to getting on site early in the summer.  I also understand that the 
project remains on course for delivery within the timeframe referred to by the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRG02000Schools Building Projects Data

06/03/2019WRG02100121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of school projects which were halted during construction arising from the collapse of a group 
(details supplied); the extent to which the relevant issues have been resolved in each case; the 
issues pending resolution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11255/19]

06/03/2019WRG02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Schools Bundle 5 Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) programme comprises five school buildings and one further educa-
tion college across four sites in Bray, Wexford, Carlow and Kells.  Completion of these projects 
was delayed due to the liquidation of Carillion Construction Ltd in January 2018 and the exam-
inership and subsequent liquidation of Carillion’s sub-contractor, Sammon Contracting Ireland 
Ltd (SCIL).

A replacement contractor was appointed in June 2018 and three of the six schools, Coláiste 
Raithín and Ravenswell Primary school in Bray and Loreto Secondary School in Wexford, have 
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achieved service commencement and are now fully operational.   

The replacement contractor is now completing the remaining three school buildings - Eu-
reka Secondary School in Kells, Tyndall College Carlow and Carlow Institute of Further Educa-
tion.  While there has been slippage in relation to the completion dates originally targeted by the 
replacement contractor, work is progressing on all sites.  The PPP company has most recently 
indicated that they are targeting completion of the remaining school buildings by Q2 of this 
year.  However, the PPP company and contractor are currently working to finalise a detailed 
completion programme, which we expect to receive shortly.  

The National Development Finance Agency (NDFA), in consultation with the Department, 
continues to track progress very closely and to liaise with the PPP company in seeking a real-
istic and robust completion programme. The Department is also keeping the schools updated.  

Monthly unitary charge payments in relation to the buildings which remain to be completed 
will not be paid by the Department until the buildings are operational.  

06/03/2019WRG02300Gaelcholáistí Issues

06/03/2019WRG02400122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
in the advancement of a Gaelcholáiste in north County Kildare with particular reference to the 
need to meet the second-level requirements of the students emerging from a school (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11256/19]

06/03/2019WRG02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to confirm to 
the Deputy that Gaelcholáiste Maigh Nuad will be established in September 2019 as a multi-
denominational Irish-medium Community College under the patronage of Kildare and Wick-
low Education and Training Board (KWETB).  KWETB are working through the necessary 
practical arrangements in this regard, including appointing a Principal, the recruitment process 
for which is ongoing.

  Questions Nos. 123  to 127, inclusive, answered with Question No. 118.

06/03/2019WRG03100Schools Building Projects Status

06/03/2019WRG03200128. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress 
in the extension of the primary level facilities at Johnstownbridge, County Kildare; when new 
and upgraded facilities will become available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11262/19]

06/03/2019WRG03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A grant for the school to which 
the Deputy refers was approved in 2015 under my Department’s Additional Accommodation 
Scheme. This grant was provided to enable the Board of Management to provide a mainstream 
classroom, three resource rooms and a WC for assisted users.

The project went to construction in 2017 and was completed in 2018. The full grant has been 
paid to the school.

  Questions Nos. 129 and 130 answered with Question No. 118.

06/03/2019WRG03600Gambling Legislation
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06/03/2019WRG03700131. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in 
which and when he plans to update the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956. [11005/19]

06/03/2019WRG03800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I am happy to update the Deputy on my plans to update the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956.

I hope to publish the Gaming and Lotteries (Amendment) Bill, early in the current Oireach-
tas session. This will be an interim reform measure, pending the bringing forward of compre-
hensive gambling control legislation. 

The amendments proposed under the  Bill address certain deficiencies with regard to the 
conduct of activities regulated under the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956, and provide for the 
modernisation of that Act by way of, among other matters, arrangements for the better promo-
tion of lotteries, updating certain stake and prize limits and standardising the minimum gam-
bling age at 18.

06/03/2019WRG03900Garda Disciplinary Proceedings

06/03/2019WRG04000132. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Garda officers by rank who are subject to official disciplinary action over the misuse of 
the PULSE computer system and other information systems with An Garda Síochána from 1 
January 2018 to date in 2019; the number of civilian staff by grade who are subject to official 
disciplinary action over the misuse of the PULSE computer system and other information sys-
tems with the force from 1 January 2018 to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10978/19]

06/03/2019WRG04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, disciplinary matters within An Garda Síochána are governed by the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 and the Garda Síochána (Discipline) Regulations 2007 and are a matter for the Garda 
Commissioner.

I am advised by the Commissioner that no Garda Staff (civilian) were subject to official dis-
ciplinary action over the misuse of the PULSE computer system and other information systems 
within An Garda Síochána from 1 January 2018 to 5 March 2019.

I am further advised that in the year 2018, the discipline section at Internal Affairs, Garda 
Headquarters opened 15 discipline investigation files regarding Garda members, all of Garda 
rank, which relate to the alleged misuse of the Garda PULSE system.  As of 5th   March, 2019, 
three of these files have since been closed as the Garda members were found not to be in breach 
of discipline.

In the current year up to 5 March 2019, the discipline section at Internal Affairs, Garda 
Headquarters, has opened four discipline investigation files regarding members of Garda rank 
which relate to the alleged misuse of the Garda PULSE system.

06/03/2019WRG04200Departmental Staff Data

06/03/2019WRG04300133. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
staff by grade and section in his Department who are subject to official disciplinary action over 
the misuse of computer information systems, electronic data and or file storage systems and 
other information systems from 1 January 2018 to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10979/19]
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06/03/2019WRG04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to advise the Dep-
uty that there are no staff in my Department that are subject to disciplinary action over the 
misuse of computer information systems, electronic data or file storage systems or other infor-
mation systems from 1 January 2018 to date.

06/03/2019WRG04500Cyber Security Policy

06/03/2019WRG04600134. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Department, 
or organisations under his remit, have conducted a national security assessment of technol-
ogy provided by a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11036/19]

06/03/2019WRG04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The security of the State 
and the people is a matter of the highest priority for the Government.

I can assure the Deputy that, in the context of national security matters, the level of threat 
is kept under constant and active review by An Garda Síochána.  My Department liaises on an 
on-going basis with An Garda Síochána in this regard. 

Considerable resources are deployed by the Garda Authorities, supported by the skills and 
expertise of the Defence Forces, in combatting threats to our security. 

 The authorities here work very closely on an on-going basis with their international coun-
terparts in identifying and managing any threats arising. 

It would not be in the public interest to detail the measures that are taken by our authorities 
in this area. 

An Garda Síochána, along with the Defence Forces, also works closely with the National 
Cyber Security Centre, under the remit of the Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment, in working to protect the State against cyber security threats. 

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment is also leading on 
the development of a new Cyber Security Strategy, with a number of Departments and agencies 
contributing to this work, including the Department of Justice and Equality. 

Policy in respect of telecommunications is a matter for the Minister for Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment, who keeps the security of the telecommunications sector 
under on-going review.

06/03/2019WRG04800Garda Equipment

06/03/2019WRG04900135. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda Sío-
chána uses technology provided by a company (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11037/19]

06/03/2019WRG05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is respon-
sible for carrying on and managing and controlling generally the administration and business 
of An Garda Síochána as well as for decisions in relation to the allocation and management of 
Garda resources, including in relation to ICT. As Minister I have no direct role in these matters. 
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I am informed by the Garda authorities that the only equipment in use which has been manu-
factured by the company referred to are branded modems supplied by mobile network opera-
tors.  I am further informed that these external modems are being phased out, as they are being 
replaced by laptops with an internal modem.

06/03/2019WRG05100Naturalisation Eligibility

06/03/2019WRG05200136. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to review 
the policy of not granting citizenship or naturalisation to spouses of Irish citizens living abroad 
and who do not comply with residency requirements laid down in legislation. [11075/19]

06/03/2019WRG05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The principals of citi-
zenship are based on either the nationality of the person’s parents.  Alternatively, a request for 
naturalisation is based on fulfilling residence requirements.  The granting of citizenship carries 
with it, for both of the applicant and the State, a number of obligations and the criteria for the 
granting of Irish citizenship are set down in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956.  

It is a condition of the granting of Irish citizenship that a declaration of fidelity to the na-
tion and loyalty to the State are made, these are solemn legal pledges which are required of the 
applicant before they become a citizen. These declarations are made by an applicant, having 
chosen to take this step in recognition of the new lives that they have built in Ireland.  

It should be noted that since the introduction of Citizenship Ceremonies in 2011 almost 
100,000 adults and more than 25,000 children have received their certificate of naturalisation 
and been granted Irish citizenship.

The Deputy may also wish to note that it is open to spouses of Irish nationals to make an 
application to INIS for permission to join or accompany their spouse to the State.   There are 
currently no plans to review the existing legislative provisions in this regard.

06/03/2019WRG05400International Conventions

06/03/2019WRG05500137. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps he has 
taken to ratify the Lanzarote Convention; the timeline for the ratification of the convention; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11087/19]

06/03/2019WRG05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Significant progress has 
been made towards ensuring that Ireland is in a position to ratify the Council of Europe Con-
vention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (known as 
the “Lanzarote Convention”) . 

The Criminal Justice (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 has been enacted, Part 2 of which strength-
ens the law relating to the sexual exploitation of children, including child pornography, and 
criminalises the use of information and communication technology to facilitate such exploita-
tion. This legislation ensures the State’s compliance with criminal law provisions in the conven-
tion. 

My Department has carried out a detailed review of compliance with regard to other ele-
ments of the convention, in consultation with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and 
other stakeholders such as An Garda Síochána and the HSE. Information was sought regarding 
the child protection, prevention and victim support aspects of the convention. 
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While the Department now has most of the information required for ratification, some stake-
holder work is still required to ensure that Ireland is fully compliant in all areas of the conven-
tion. Once that work has been completed, and the Office of the Attorney General has been 
consulted, steps towards formal ratification can be taken. It is hoped this can be completed in 
the coming months.

06/03/2019WRG05700Family Mediation Service

06/03/2019WRG05800138. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons waiting on mediation through the free legal aid system to date by county in tabular form; 
the length of time they are waiting; the waiting times for same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11090/19]

06/03/2019WRG05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Mediation is a process 
for resolving disputes where those in dispute meet with a third party who helps them to negoti-
ate an agreed resolution. The Family Mediation Service is provided by the Legal Aid Board.

The waiting times for family mediation services as of the 28th February 2019 are set out on 
an  office basis in the following table which has been provided to me by the Legal Aid Board. 
The detail is maintained by the Board in terms of numbers waiting and the waiting times in-
volved on an office by office basis rather than by County. 

I am also informed by the Board that  short notice appointments will be provided  to those 
who can take a cancelled appointment at the last minute. Those clients who have a pending 
Court date are accommodated, if possible, with priority appointments. 

The Board has advised that the number waiting for mediation may include some clients who 
have already been offered appointments and have not been able to accept them for one reason 
or another.

 - - Number Waiting at 
end February

Approx Waiting 
times (weeks)

County Town   
Cork Cork 58 24
Donegal Letterkenny 19 12
Dublin Jervis Street 56 16
 Tallaght 36 16
 Blanchardstown 54 20
Galway Galway 23 12
Kerry Tralee 9 10
Kilkenny Kilkenny 7 8
Laois Portlaoise 30 16
Limerick Limerick 17 10
Louth Dundalk 47 48
Mayo Castlebar 7 8
Sligo Sligo 9 8
Waterford Waterford 11 6
Westmeath Athlone 23 16
Wexford Wexford 27 16
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06/03/2019WRG06000Deportation Orders Re-examination

06/03/2019WRG06100139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a review of 
the decision to deport will be undertaken in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11100/19]

06/03/2019WRG06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 12 November 2018.   

Representations were received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the de-
portation order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 
1999 (as amended).  This request will be considered as soon as possible. 

The Deputy might wish to note that the decision to ensue from the consideration of this 
request will be to have the existing deportation order ‘affirmed’ or ‘revoked’.  Once such a deci-
sion has been made, this decision will be notified in writing.  In the meantime, the deportation 
order remains valid and in place.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/03/2019WRG06300Mutual Legal Assistance 

06/03/2019WRG06400140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
required reports will be furnished to the Turkish authorities from the mutual legal assistance 
department in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11112/19]

06/03/2019WRG06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be 
aware that the provision of mutual legal assistance by Ireland to another state is governed by 
the Criminal Justice (Mutual Assistance) Act, 2008, which provides for, amongst other things, a 
legislative basis for the 1959 Council of Europe Convention on Mutual Assistance, to which 
both Ireland and Turkey are signatories.

A request for Mutual Legal Assistance was received from the Turkish Authorities on 17 
December 2018 and some of the information requested by the Turkish Authorities has been 
provided. The provision of the remaining information is subject to the receipt of certain assur-
ances from the Turkish Authorities.

My officials have been in contact with the Turkish authorities and relevant officials in the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade with a view to expediting matters. 

The provision of mutual legal assistance in criminal matters is a matter between States and 
as such, are confidential.  It is not generally the policy to comment on individual cases.

06/03/2019WRG06600Departmental Advertising Expenditure
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06/03/2019WRG06700141. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 2018 and 
to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11125/19]

06/03/2019WRG06800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department made 
use of the advertising methods referenced as part of two information campaigns in 2018. These 
approaches allowed the campaigns to target specific demographic groups which were targets 
of the campaigns but which may not be readily accessed through traditional channels such as 
broadsheet newspaper advertising. 

The Department spent €17,470 in 2018 promoting the “What would you do?” national 
awareness campaign on domestic violence on social media. This comprised of €13,557 on 
Facebook, €2,157 on Instagram and €1,756 on Twitter. 

The Department also made use of such channels in 2018 to help promote its annual fire-
works awareness campaign in the run up to Halloween. €1,637.02 was spent on Facebook. 
A further €3,868.38 was spent on online promoted content of the type specified for the cam-
paign in addition to €430.50 for online campaign management fees. 

The Department has not accrued any such expenditure thus far in 2019.

06/03/2019WRH00200Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRH00300142. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has en-
gaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding social media 
advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; and the amount spent by 
company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11142/19]

06/03/2019WRH00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department engaged 
with two such agencies in 2018 as part of the promotion of public information campaigns. The 
agencies were engaged in order to assist in targeting specific demographic groups which were 
targets of the campaigns but which may not be as effectively accessed through traditional chan-
nels such as broadsheet newspaper advertising.  

PHD media were paid a total of €139,266 in 2018 as part of the “What would you do?” na-
tional awareness campaign on domestic violence. This encompassed spending on social media 
(€17,470), Google Adwords (€20,336), Video on Demand (€28,449), online content partner-
ships (€48,713) and digital display ads (€24,298). 

Spark Foundry were paid a total of €4,298.88 in 2018 as part of the Department’s annual 
fireworks awareness campaign in the run up to Halloween. This consisted of €3,868.38 on on-
line promoted content and €430.50 in online campaign management fees. 

My Department has not accrued any such expenditure thus far in 2019.

06/03/2019WRH00500Insurance Fraud

06/03/2019WRH00600143. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
reports received by An Garda Síochána of insurance-related fraud since October 2018 under the 
guidelines for the reporting of suspected fraudulent insurance claims by insurance entities to An 
Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11245/19]
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06/03/2019WRH00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that reports of insurance-related fraud are received by An Garda Síochána, and statistics are 
not held by my Department. 

I have requested a report from An Garda Síochána in relation to the information sought by 
the Deputy, and my officials will forward this information to the Deputy directly on receipt of 
same.

06/03/2019WRH00800Prisoner Data

06/03/2019WRH00900144. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
data on prison sentences and the length of sentences over the past 20 years; the data or analysis 
done on the different categories of sentences served and statistics on early releases; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11272/19]

06/03/2019WRH01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that information in relation to data on prison sentences and 
length of sentences since 2007 is available on the the Irish Prison Service website www.irish-
prisons.ie.  The information can be found in the Information Centre – under Statistics & Infor-
mation.  Statistics available include monthly information note statistics, snapshot statistics and 
yearly statistics on the web page.  

Data relating to prison sentences and length of sentences prior to 2007 are contained in 
the Annual Reports of the Irish Prison Service which are only available in hard copy.  The 
data is provided in the attached documents.  

I am further advised by my officials in the Irish Prison Service that statistics in relation to 
early releases is not recorded in the compilation of annual statistics by the Irish Prison Service.  
However, since 2015 the number of prisoners on temporary release are recorded, this informa-
tion is available on the Irish Prison Service website www.irishprisons.ie.  The information can 
be found in the Information Centre – under Statistics & Information - daily prisoner population.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/170609DDA284937B8025
83B50063BB72/$File/Annual%20Report%20Stats%20Year%201995%20to%201998.
pdf?openelement”>Annual Report 95 - 98</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/94E487E31986ABBC8025
83B50064034A/$File/Annual%20Report%20Stats%20Year%201999%20and%202000.
pdf?openelement”>Annual report 99 - 00</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/18AB89FB34397253802583B500
638521/$File/Annual%20Report%20Stats%20Year%202001.pdf?openelement”>Annual Re-
port stats 2001</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/8537A06B9931A0F8802583B50
063E188/$File/Annual%20Report%20Stats%20Year%202002.pdf?openelement”>Annual re-
port 2002</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/3AE2D272A742895A802583B50
0643650/$File/Annual%20Report%20Stats%20Year%202003.pdf?openelement”>Annual re-
port 2003</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/ECBFDB16B6174126802583B50
0645518/$File/Annual%20Report%20Stats%20Year%202004.pdf?openelement”>Annual re-
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port 2004</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/BBFC0EB37F195D31802583B5
00648CA8/$File/Annual%20Report%20Stats%20Year%202005.pdf?openelement”>Annual 
report 2005</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/38DF727BDF012EC2802583B50
064B11A/$File/Annual%20Report%20Stats%20Year%202006.pdf?openelement”>Annual re-
port 2006</a>]

06/03/2019WRH01100Prisoner Data

06/03/2019WRH01200145. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the data on pris-
oner numbers and equivalent numbers for 1999, 2009 and 2019; the accommodation statistics 
for 1999, 2009 and 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11273/19]

06/03/2019WRH01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that the data on prisoner numbers and equivalent numbers for 
1999, 2009 and 2019 and the accommodation statistics for 1999, 2009 and 2019 are outlined in 
the following table.

 - 05/03/2019 05/03/2009 05/03/1999
Number in Custody  3,985 3,811  2,783
Bed Capacity  4,244 3,611  2,790

06/03/2019WRH01400Enterprise Ireland Investments

06/03/2019WRH01500146. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of companies in which Enterprise Ireland has an equity stake by amounts (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10986/19]

06/03/2019WRH01600147. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the estimated value of the equity portfolio of Enterprise Ireland; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10987/19]

06/03/2019WRH01700148. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the amount the equity portfolio of Enterprise Ireland generated in income in 2017 and 
2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10988/19]

06/03/2019WRH01800149. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the maximum equity stake Enterprise Ireland can take in a company; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10989/19]

06/03/2019WRH01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 146 to 149, inclusive, together.

   Enterprise Ireland provides financial support to companies via grant and equity invest-
ment. Equity investment is made in the form of ordinary shares, convertible shares and prefer-
ence shares for capital projects greater than €250,000, to support high potential start-ups and 
high-risk projects in line with EU State Aid legislation, Irish legislation and EI policy. 

The following table represents Enterprise Ireland’s ordinary share equity investment in 709 
companies which equates to circa 1/3 of the portfolio on an investment costs basis.
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% of share equity investment No. of Companies
&lt;=5% 197
&gt;5% and &lt;=10% 500
&gt;10% and &lt;14% 10
&gt;30% 2
Grand   Total 709
The overall cost of Enterprise Ireland’s equity portfolio as at 26th March 2018 was €336 

million. The direct equity portfolio generated €26.8 million in 2017. The 2018 figures are un-
available until the publication of the Enterprise Ireland annual report in Q2 2019. Enterprise 
Ireland’s current policy is not to exceed 10% of the voting share capital of a client company. 
However, there are certain situations in which this is unavoidable and currently 1.7% of the 
portfolio exceeds the 10% threshold.

06/03/2019WRH02300IDA Ireland Portfolio

06/03/2019WRH02400150. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if IDA Ireland has the power to take equity stakes in client companies; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10990/19]

06/03/2019WRH02500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
IDA is authorised by my Department to provide a range of financial supports in the form of em-
ployment, capital, research and development, environmental and training grants. These grants 
are an important means of encouraging companies to invest in Ireland, particularly in regional 
locations.   

With regards to equity stakes in client companies, under Section 31 of the Industrial Devel-
opment Act 1986 (as amended), IDA Ireland does have the power, subject to strict criteria, to 
subscribe for shares in certain undertakings. The IDA, however, has never exercised this power 
to date.

06/03/2019WRH02600Retail Sector

06/03/2019WRH02700151. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation her plans to protect high street retail in view of the increasing impact of online shopping; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11008/19]

06/03/2019WRH02800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Retail Consultation Forum, which I chair, enables key issues affecting the retail sector to 
be discussed, with a view to identifying practical actions which could be taken by Government, 
or by industry itself, to support sustainable jobs growth in the sector. As the largest private sec-
tor employer in the country (90% Irish-owned) that supports jobs in every city, town and village 
in the country I understand the importance of the retail sector. 

It is clear the retail sector is undergoing an exciting but also challenging transformation as 
the digital economy provides a different retail experience for consumers across Ireland and be-
yond. Digitalisation has increased the scope for competition in the retail sector, as reflected in 
the growth in online shopping and changing consumer preferences in terms of how people are 
shopping in town centres.  Sustaining physical retail outlets requires adaptation: many retail-
ers now offer multiple sales channels to sell their goods, from physical stores, to social media, 
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mobile apps and websites. 

Towns are places not only to live in, but to work in, do business in and invest in. The Retail 
Consultation Forum and my Department produced ‘A Framework for Town Centre Renewal’ in 
2017 to help towns and villages across Ireland with a step by step plan for town centre renewal, 
which brings together all the key stakeholders in the town to work collaboratively to enhance 
their local town or village. At a collaborative level, Town groups can work together to improve 
footfall and customer experience in town centres through various measures such as enhancing 
accessibility, public spaces, and tackling vacant property. For detailed advice, Town groups can 
engage with recommendations set out in the Framework. 

The Framework also serves as a support document for towns and villages applying for fund-
ing streams under Project 2040 including; the €2 billion Urban Regeneration and Development 
Fund and the €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund which can be leveraged to 
support the regeneration and viability of town centres. 

All businesses, regardless of size or sector, in today’s competitive environment must ensure 
to build their online capability in order for them to expand their market reach nationally and in-
ternationally and enhance their competitiveness. Retailers are now operating through an omni-
channel approach where their physical and online stores complement each other.  

Last September, I introduced a new pilot Online Retail Scheme administered by Enterprise 
Ireland, with a total fund of €1.25m. I announced eleven successful applicants from Call 1 on 
the 1st March 2019 in Skibbereen, Co.Cork. A second call will issue later this year. The pilot 
Online Retail Scheme supports retail businesses of 20 employees or more who are ready to 
strategically grow their online capability. Eligible expenditure under the Scheme includes ac-
tivities such as research, strategy development, implementation and training. In recognition of 
the strong role the retail sector plays in supporting regional development and vibrant communi-
ties, at least 50% of the total number of grants awarded under the Scheme will be prioritised for 
retail SMEs with their headquarters outside of county Dublin, subject to applications meeting 
the minimum standards required. 

Retailers can also engage with the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) as the first-stop-shop 
front line service assisting in delivering business growth and jobs for the small & micro-en-
terprise sector. The LEOs are the first port of call for anyone who wishes to start or expand a 
business, in terms of advice, training, sign posting to other support providers and, in certain 
circumstances, grant support. 

The LEOs nationwide actively promote the Trading Online Voucher Scheme (TOVS) on 
behalf of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment. The TOVS of-
fers matched financial assistance of up to €2,500, along with training and advice, to micro com-
panies (10 or less employees) who want to establish an online presence for the first time, or 
who wish to expand a basic existing website to incorporate a more substantive online trading 
capacity.

Since the start of the scheme in July 2014 to date over 5,000 micro companies have availed 
of the TOVS including 1,103 LEO client companies. 

The LEOs also offer a wide range of short training programmes to support their clients in 
building their online presence and to compete in the online marketplace. These programmes 
are focused on different elements which aim at maximising outputs from investment in online 
trading such as: 

- Marketing, focused mainly on development of an online/mobile marketing strategy
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- Social Media, with the majority of programmes focused on educating the client base 
on how to use the different social media platforms to support their business

- eCommerce Sales Strategy, including how to convert website  visits into sales

- Search Engine Optimisation, including web analytics and video optimization for web.

As Chair of the Retail Consultation Forum, I will continue to engage with the retail sector in 
relation to opportunities and challenges arising in relation to digitalisation in the sector.

06/03/2019WRH02900National Children’s Research Programme

06/03/2019WRH03000152. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if the planned children’s research and innovation centre at the new national children’s hos-
pital will be partly funded by her Department or agencies under her remit; if so, the expected 
amount; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11022/19]

06/03/2019WRH03100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
future Children’s Research and Innovation Centre (CRIC) is the planned new facility for pae-
diatric research and innovation that will be located on the St James’s campus. The CRIC will 
be developed adjacent to the existing St James’s Hospital campus research facilities and will be 
built using separately raised funds. 

I understand that the potential for contribution to the cost of research facilities from a range 
of funding sources, including existing children’s research organisations, philanthropy sources, 
universities and competitive funding calls of the agencies under my Department are being ex-
plored.

At this point in time there is no specific funding commitment from my Department or agen-
cies.

I would point out that all research funding awarded by Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) is 
done so following rigorous international peer review. Successful research projects are funded 
based on research excellence as opposed to allocation to specific organisations.  There are no 
current funding proposals from the centre to the agencies of my Department.

06/03/2019WRH03200Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRH03300153. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details sup-
plied) in 2018 and to date in 2019 by campaign and social media platform used; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [11114/19]

06/03/2019WRH03400154. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation if she has engaged and or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency 
regarding social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; 
and the amount spent by company; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11131/19]

06/03/2019WRH03500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 153 and 154 together.

Details of expenditure incurred by my Department and its Offices during 2018 on social 
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media advertising and online promoted content are set out in the following table.  To date in 
2019 no amount has been spent in this regard; projects where the use of social media may be 
considered worthwhile will be considered on a case by case basis.

Company /
PR Online 
Ad Agency

Social Media 
advertising 

Online 
promoted 
content in-
cluding side 
bar, above 
the line, pop 
website ads

Campaign Social Media 
Platform

Amount 
spent

Spark Found-
ry

Targeted 
LinkedIn 
campaign 
to promote 
awareness of 
Disruptive 
Technologies 
Innovation 
Fund and the 
launch of the 
first call for 
funding

Promoted 
Post

Disruptive 
Technologies 
Innovation 
Fund

Linkedin 
Creative

€5,651.01

06/03/2019WRH03700Brexit Preparations

06/03/2019WRH03800155. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the steps she is taking to protect supply chains of manufacturers and distributors connecting 
with the UK and the rest of the EU 27 after 29 March 2019; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [11199/19]

06/03/2019WRH03900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As it 
stands, the UK is scheduled to leave the European Union as of 11pm on Friday, 29 March 2019. 
While many Irish businesses already have plans in place to mitigate the impacts of Brexit, I am 
conscious that a proportion of businesses have delayed their Brexit planning due to the degree 
of uncertainty in the UK surrounding the Brexit negotiations and the withdrawal process. As we 
approach the withdrawal date, I am urging all businesses to prepare, make all necessary deci-
sions, and complete all required administrative actions. 

My Department and its agencies have been consistently advising businesses and their repre-
sentative bodies that it is crucial that they check their supply chains for vulnerabilities to Brexit 
impacts, contact their UK suppliers, service providers, logistics companies, wholesalers or dis-
tributors, to seek assurances about the continuity of the goods and services they rely on to do 
business, and assess whether it makes business sense to find an alternative supplier in the EU. 

Extensive work has been ongoing in my Department and across Government to help busi-
nesses prepare for all Brexit eventualities and to raise awareness about supply chain implica-
tions as well as all of the other potential Brexit impacts.  It is important that businesses under-
stand that there are supports and advice available to help them prepare for Brexit. 

My Department and its agencies are fully engaged in preparing Irish businesses for Brexit 
and have participated in the Government of Ireland’s series of Getting Ireland Brexit Ready 
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events in Cork, Galway, Monaghan, Dublin, Limerick and Donegal. As part of awareness-
raising activities, EI continues to roll out regional Brexit Advisory clinics. To date, these clinics 
have been held in Letterkenny, Tralee, Portlaoise, Claremorris, Cootehill, Charleville, Dublin, 
Galway, Dundalk, Waterford and Limerick. Further events are planned in Galway, Cork, Let-
terkenny and Dublin ahead of the withdrawal date. 

EI has also been running a PrepareforBrexit communications campaign, featuring the Brexit 
SME Scorecard and the PrepareforBrexit.ie website, which offers information on the likely im-
pacts of Brexit on Irish businesses and how these impacts might be mitigated. The Brexit SME 
Scorecard is an interactive online platform that can be used by all Irish businesses to self-assess 
their exposure to Brexit. EI has also made available a Be Prepared Grant which offers up to 
€5,000 for exporting client companies to conduct further research and use external expertise to 
develop a Brexit Action Plan. 

Funding to the Local Enterprise Offices has been increased by 22% and they, along with 
InterTradeIreland, are offering a range of Brexit focused supports to companies, including those 
engaged in cross-border trade with Northern Ireland. InterTradeIreland continues to offer its 
Brexit: Planning Voucher, which makes available financial support of up to €2,250 towards 
professional advisory services to address Brexit-related challenges. This week, I launched the 
Brexit: Implementation Voucher, which offers up to €5,625 to businesses to implement critical 
changes identified in their Brexit planning phase.

The LEOs offer Brexit supports to micro and small businesses through the 31 LEOs nation-
wide. These include a “Technical Assistance for Micro-enterprises” grant, designed to support 
qualifying businesses to diversify into new markets, enabling companies to explore and develop 
new market opportunities. This is accompanied by tailored mentoring to address Brexit-related 
business challenges, and targeted training on specific Brexit challenges.

After the withdrawal date, businesses that continue to buy goods from the UK will be classed 
as importers. This has the potential to cause further disruption to supply chains. Businesses are 
encouraged to contact Revenue to understand the changes that may affect them once the UK 
leaves the EU. Businesses are also urged to contact their suppliers and service providers to seek 
assurances about the continuity of the supply of their goods and services post Brexit.

Where standards and conformity assessment are areas of potential concern, businesses are 
encouraged to contact the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI), which provides sup-
port and guidance to Irish businesses and industry to mitigate Brexit effects on standards and 
certification. For businesses importing chemicals from the UK, the Health and Safety Author-
ity’s (HSA) Chemicals Helpdesk is available to help prepare for Brexit. 

For further information, as well as more detail on the supports available, businesses should 
consult my Department’s Getting Business Brexit Ready page at dbei.gov.ie/BrexitReady.

06/03/2019WRH04000Enterprise Ireland

06/03/2019WRH04100156. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation if she will report on the plans of Enterprise Ireland to promote and support companies 
diversifying into new foreign markets in 2019 and 2020; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [11200/19]

06/03/2019WRH04200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Di-
versification beyond the UK is now an urgent imperative for Irish enterprise and is one of the 
key pillars of Enterprise Ireland’s Eurozone Strategy to 2020.   This Eurozone Strategy is part 
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of Enterprise Ireland’s overarching Strategy to build scale and expand reach. Export diversifica-
tion is a strong defence against Brexit challenges. 

While the UK is and will continue to be our number one market the Government’s ambi-
tion through Enterprise Ireland is to drive the exports of Irish companies beyond the UK, by 
50 per cent by 2020.  Last year, the Government launched the Global Footprint Initiative and 
my Department is funding Enterprise Ireland to strengthen its presence in 14 locations in 2019.  
This increased presence abroad will build on Enterprise Ireland’s work in 2018 when it helped 
Irish companies win 1,504 new contracts, open 402 new offices overseas and brought 1,023 
international buyers to Ireland.  

Within the Eurozone region, currency stability, free trade agreements negotiated by the EU 
and export growth potential are just some of the key opportunities available to Irish exporters.

In addition, membership of the Single Market and Customs Union is a core element of our 
economic strategy.  The Single Market is based on harmonised standards which have been good 
for Irish business.  Regulatory certainty and standards provided by EU frameworks contribute 
to competitiveness and growth in Irish industry, as they facilitate trade and help businesses to 
sell into a wide range of markets. 

In addition to access to the important EU markets, the EU is the world’s largest trading block 
and has preferential trading agreements with over 50 countries, with more under negotiation. 
The International Trade Mission and Events Schedule for 2019, which was launched recently, 
covers a total of 207 events within Ireland and international locations to include 73 ministerial 
led trade missions and events.

Of this, 31 trade events are planned to Northern Europe to include 14 trade missions which 
include Germany and France, the Mobile World Congress Digital Technologies event in Spain, 
the Money 2020 Fintech Event in Amsterdam and the Paris Air Show aviation trade event.

Enterprise Ireland’s Strategy for 2017-2020 is to support more start-ups with global ambi-
tion to build scale and expand their reach.  The ambitious target set under this strategy of creat-
ing 60,000 new jobs by the end of 2020 is fully attainable.

06/03/2019WRH04300Job Creation Data

06/03/2019WRH04400157. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of additional jobs created over 2018 in the Border region. [11276/19]

06/03/2019WRH04500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
recently published Q4 2018 CSO Labour Force Survey employment figures are overall very 
positive. Figures show that overall, employment continues to grow strongly with 50,500 jobs 
created in the year from Q4 2017 to Q4 2018. This brings total employment to 2,281,300, the 
highest number at work ever recorded. 

The Border region has shown excellent progress in employment levels since the launch of 
the Regional Action Plan for Jobs 2015-2017.  From Q1 2015 (baseline year) to Q4 2018, a total 
of 8,200 more people are now in employment. However, from Q4 2017 to Q4 2018 there has 
been a reduction in the number of people in employment in the Border region of 2,400, repre-
senting a reduction in the total number of people in the labour force during the period.

From Q1 2015 (baseline year) to Q4 2018, unemployment has more than halved in the 
Border region falling from 8.6 percent to 3.8 percent, the lowest level in any region in the State
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We remain committed to achieving an overall jobs uplift of between 10 and 15 per cent in 
each region by 2020 and to bring and/or maintain unemployment levels in each region to within 
at least one percentage point of the State average.

To that end, in April 2018, I asked all the Regional Action Plan for Jobs Implementation 
Committees, including the North-West and the North-East regions, to start a process to refresh 
and refocus all Regional Plans to ensure their relevance and impact out to 2020, so that they 
continue to deliver jobs across the country, in every region, and are robust enough to address 
the challenges we face, including Brexit.

The outcome of this refresh process is nine new Regional Enterprise Plans to 2020, which 
build on the very strong progress made on employment creation under the Regional Action Plan 
for Jobs 2015-2017. I am currently in the process of launching the new Plans, with eight Plans 
launched to date, including for the North-West and the North-East.

Shaped from the ‘bottom-up’ by regional stakeholders, and overseen by my Department, 
the new Regional Enterprise Plans to 2020 complement national level policies and programmes 
emanating from the ‘top-down’ and, there is strong alignment with Ireland’s national enterprise 
policy, Enterprise 2025 Renewed and the forthcoming Future Jobs Ireland initiative. 

The principle behind the Regional Enterprise Plans is collaboration between regional stake-
holders on initiatives that can help to realise the region’s enterprise development potential so 
that all regions can meet and exceed the regional job creation targets set to 2020. These stake-
holders include: the Local Authorities, the LEOs, the enterprise agencies, the Regional Skills 
Forum, tourism bodies, private sector ‘enterprise champions’, and others.

It is also important to note that as well as meeting the numerical targets, it is also about cre-
ating jobs that are of good quality and sustainable over the longer term.

The Government is focused on this agenda at the national level through the Future Jobs Ire-
land initiative, and we are focused on this agenda through these new Regional Enterprise Plans.

06/03/2019WRH04600Hospital Appointments Status

06/03/2019WRH04700158. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if a child (details supplied) will 
be called for an outpatient appointment at the earliest date possible. [10971/19]

06/03/2019WRH04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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06/03/2019WRH04900Medicinal Products Licensing

06/03/2019WRH05000159. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if Pembrolizumab has received 
marketing authorisation here and in the EU, respectively, for the treatment of cervical cancer. 
[10972/19]

06/03/2019WRH05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to advise the Deputy that Pembroli-
zumab does not have a marketing authorisation for the treatment of cervical cancer in Ireland 
or the EU.

06/03/2019WRH05200Health Services Reports

06/03/2019WRH05300160. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 388 of 18 December 2018, the status of a model of care; when same will be fi-
nalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10980/19]

06/03/2019WRH05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised that the report of the Working 
Group on a Model of Care for Lymphoedema is expected to be considered by the HSE at its 
next Leadership meeting.

The recommendations arising from the report will be considered by my Department once 
they become available.

06/03/2019WRH05500Medical Card Applications

06/03/2019WRH05600161. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of a medical 
card application by a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10994/19]

06/03/2019WRH05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRH05800Hospital Services

06/03/2019WRH05900162. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the status of the restoration of 
radiotherapy services in Sligo University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [11012/19]

06/03/2019WRH06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the National Plan for Radiation On-
cology, radiotherapy is available in five public hospitals: St. James’s Hospital, Beaumont Hos-
pital and St. Luke’s Hospital in Dublin, as well as Cork University Hospital and University 
Hospital Galway. Radiotherapy services for public patients are also provided in two private 
facilities in Waterford and Limerick under the aegis of Cork University Hospital and Univer-
sity Hospital Galway respectively. Meanwhile, arrangements are in place for patients from the 
North West to have treatment at the North West Cancer Centre in Altnagelvin Area Hospital, 
Derry. There are no plans to provide radiotherapy services at Sligo University Hospital.

The National Plan for Radiation Oncology provides a model of care involving the con-
centration of activity and expertise to facilitate high quality radiation oncology treatments for 
patients in line with best evidence and international best practice.
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06/03/2019WRH06100Services for People with Disabilities

06/03/2019WRH06200163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of efforts being made 
by the HSE to meet the long-term operational funding of a service provider (details supplied) in 
County Donegal; when a decision will be made with respect to meeting the core funding needs 
of the provider; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11028/19]

06/03/2019WRH06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRH06400Health Research Board Expenditure

06/03/2019WRH06500164. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason research in motor neu-
ron disease is not funded by the HSE (details supplied). [11029/19]

06/03/2019WRH06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Motor Neu-
rone Disease (MND) is one of the rarest neurological conditions, with a poor prognosis; 70 per 
cent of people with the most common form of MND (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS)) will 
die within three years from becoming symptomatic. In Ireland, approximately 110 people die 
each year from MND. 

The Health Research Board (HRB) is Ireland’s lead agency for funding and support for 
health research. Over the period 2009-2018, HRB awarded €9,728,407 to research specific 
to ALS/MND and a further €4,717,366 to mechanisms of disease related to neurodegenera-
tion. Research activity covered by this funding spanned applied biomedical, clinical, popula-
tion health sciences and health services research and examined the causes, progression, clinical 
treatment and management of the disease. The level of funding disbursed by the HRB for ALS/
MND and neurodegeneration more generally, reflects a strong level of interest and expertise in 
these areas in the Irish health research system.

06/03/2019WRH06700Services for People with Disabilities

06/03/2019WRH06800165. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to improve 
out-of-hours disability services in counties Cork and Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11034/19]

06/03/2019WRH06900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
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ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRH07000Hospital Waiting Lists

06/03/2019WRH07100166. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect to receive a MRI; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11035/19]

06/03/2019WRH07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, January 2014, has been 
developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed na-
tional minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled 
care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals are 
to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/03/2019WRJ00200Hospital Appointments Status

06/03/2019WRJ00300167. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11038/19]

06/03/2019WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/03/2019WRJ00500Medicinal Products Supply
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06/03/2019WRJ00600168. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health when Spinraza treatment will be 
rolled out to persons with spinal muscular atrophy (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11045/19]

06/03/2019WRJ00700169. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ensure that 
Spinraza is made available to persons with spinal muscular atrophy here. [11048/19]

06/03/2019WRJ00800170. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the actions he has taken to date in 
relation to ongoing requests by persons with spinal muscular atrophy and their families to have 
Spinraza made available. [11049/19]

06/03/2019WRJ00900171. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health his plans to assist persons with 
spinal muscular atrophy. [11050/19]

06/03/2019WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 to 171, 
inclusive, together.

The Health Service Executive has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reim-
bursement of medicines, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) 
Act 2013.

The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making of reimbursement decisions which 
include the clinical and cost effectiveness of the product, the opportunity cost and the impact on 
resources that are available to the HSE.

I am advised by the HSE that an application for the reimbursement of Nusinersen (Spinraza) 
was considered by HSE Leadership at its meeting on 12 February 2019.

Following detailed consideration of the application, the HSE Leadership made the decision 
that it was unable to recommend reimbursement of Spinraza and concluded that the evidence 
for clinical effectiveness is still quite limited and that the current price proposed by the manu-
facturer was not a cost-effective use of resources.

The HSE has written to the company involved and informed them of the proposal to refuse 
reimbursement at the current price offering. Under the requirements of the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 the company now has 28 days to respond or make repre-
sentations to the HSE’s proposed decision.  

The HSE remains open to considering any new evidence or information which emerges 
regarding the clinical effectiveness or price of this medicine.

06/03/2019WRJ01400Nursing Staff Data

06/03/2019WRJ01500172. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of agency nurses em-
ployed at the Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore. [11051/19]

06/03/2019WRJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/03/2019WRJ01700Nursing Staff Data

06/03/2019WRJ01800173. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of agency nurses em-
ployed at the Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore from 1 January to 31 December 2018; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [11052/19]

06/03/2019WRJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/03/2019WRJ02000Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ02100174. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason the National Ambulance 
Service has embarked on a process of converting ambulances with excessive mileage that have 
been withdrawn from front-line service to emergency equipment carriers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11053/19]

06/03/2019WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue I have asked the 
HSE to reply you directly.

06/03/2019WRJ02300Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ02400175. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the cost involved in converting 
ambulances with excessive mileage to emergency equipment carriers. [11054/19]

06/03/2019WRJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/03/2019WRJ02600Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ02700176. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the possibility of purchasing 
modern vehicles for use as equipment carriers was explored; and the cost of this particular op-
tion. [11060/19]

06/03/2019WRJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/03/2019WRJ02900Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ03000177. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason the decision to use am-
bulances with excessive mileage as equipment carriers was deemed appropriate; and the factors 
that influenced this decision. [11061/19]

06/03/2019WRJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/03/2019WRJ03200Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ03300178. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the maintenance costs by year for 
the use of ambulances with excessive mileage as equipment carriers. [11062/19]

06/03/2019WRJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.
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06/03/2019WRJ03500Air Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ03600179. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
concerns that four of the five helicopters in use for interhelicopter transfers are not capable of 
landing on the rooftop of the new national children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11063/19]

06/03/2019WRJ03700180. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the aviation providers were con-
sulted in the design process of the new national children’s hospital. [11064/19]

06/03/2019WRJ03800181. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
concerns regarding night-time helicopters being unable to land on the proposed helipad at the 
new national children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11065/19]

06/03/2019WRJ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 179 to 181, 
inclusive, together.

There will be an elevated helipad at the new children’s hospital, which will have direct and 
rapid access to the critical care, theatre and emergency departments within the hospital. This 
enhanced direct and rapid access will improve clinical outcomes for the sickest children and 
young people.

The helipad at the new children’s hospital has been designed in close consultation with the 
National Ambulance Service Aeromedical Liaison Service who are responsible for providing 
helicopter services to hospitals. The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPH-
DB) also consulted with the Irish Aviation Authority and the Air Corps who are the primary 
provider of paediatric helicopter services to the National Ambulance Service.  At the time of 
application the Air Corps confirmed to the NPHDB that they are capable of providing night 
time landings. 

The NPHDB has also advised that, when reviewing the alternatives with the Irish Aviation 
Authority and the Air Corps, they recommended against a ground helipad due to the constrained 
flight paths and obstacle clearance. Use of elevated landing sites on the roof of hospitals is 
widespread in the UK and Europe and many of the recently completed paediatric hospitals have 
elevated helipads. 

The Air Corps is the primary provider of paediatric helicopter services to the National Am-
bulance Service. Air Corps helicopters comprising Augusta Westland AW139 can land on a 
raised landing site or the roof of a building which is designed and certified for such operations.  
The Irish Coast Guard provides reserve support to the National Ambulance Service, when re-
quired, through its Sikorsky S92 search and rescue fleet primarily for search and rescue mis-
sions. The Sikorsky S92 helicopters are not licensed to land on helipads and, for access to the 
St. James’s Campus, will land in the Royal Hospital Kilmainham from which patients will be 
transferred in an ambulance by road, as is current practice. 

The majority of patient transfers to the three Dublin children’s hospitals are completed by 
road. In any major emergency rescue in a rural area, a Sikorsky Helicopter will bring the patient 
to the nearest regional hospital for stabilisation resulting in an appropriately planned transfer to 
the new children’s hospital.

06/03/2019WRJ04200Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ04300182. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason there are still only two 
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ambulance controls in Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11066/19]

06/03/2019WRJ04400183. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health his plans to expand the number of 
ambulance controls in Dublin city. [11067/19]

06/03/2019WRJ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 182 and 
183 together.

I have no plans to expand the number of ambulance control centres in Dublin.  

Currently, we have two separate ambulance control centres in Dublin;  the Dublin Fire 
Brigade (DFB) control room in Townsend Street and the HSE National Emergency Operations 
Centre in Tallaght.  Our current call taking arrangements represents an unacceptably high pa-
tient safety risk and can give rise to delays in the allocation of ambulance resources to patients, 
including in potentially life-threatening situations. 

Since the 1990s several reports have raised concerns about the existence of two separate 
ambulance call and dispatch centres in Dublin.  In line with recommendations set out in these 
reports, Dublin City Council and the HSE have proposed the transfer of all DFB ambulance call 
taking and dispatch functions to the National Emergency Operations Centre, such that all such 
services across the state are consolidated in one centre.  This issue is currently the subject of a 
mediation process between Dublin City Council and DFB staff associations.

06/03/2019WRJ04700Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ04800184. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on private am-
bulances at the Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore from 1 January to 31 December 2018. 
[11068/19]

06/03/2019WRJ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/03/2019WRJ05000Ambulance Service

06/03/2019WRJ05100185. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on private am-
bulances at the Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise from 1 January to 31 December 2018. 
[11069/19]

06/03/2019WRJ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/03/2019WRJ05300Ambulance Service Staff

06/03/2019WRJ05400186. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the amount paid out by the HSE 
to members of the ambulance service in the past 15 years in relation to alleged bullying cases. 
[11070/19]

06/03/2019WRJ05500187. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of alleged bullying 
cases made to the HSE by ambulance personnel over the past 15 years. [11071/19]

06/03/2019WRJ05600188. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of alleged bullying 



Questions - Written Answers

96

cases made to the HSE by male ambulance personnel over the past 15 years. [11072/19]

06/03/2019WRJ05700189. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of alleged bullying 
cases made to HSE by female ambulance personnel over the past 15 years. [11073/19]

06/03/2019WRJ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 186 to 189, 
inclusive, together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

06/03/2019WRJ06200Ambulance Service Staff

06/03/2019WRJ06300190. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of stage 2 and 3 griev-
ances pursued by ambulance personnel who were dealt with under the grievance procedure in 
the timeframe set out by the HSE over the past 15 years. [11074/19]

06/03/2019WRJ06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

06/03/2019WRJ06500Services for People with Disabilities

06/03/2019WRJ06600191. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an additional morn-
ing hour will be approved in the case of a person (detail supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11080/19]

06/03/2019WRJ06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRK00200Hospital Procedures

06/03/2019WRK00300192. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if required surgery will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11081/19]

06/03/2019WRK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
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uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/03/2019WRK00500Occupational Therapy Data

06/03/2019WRK00600193. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting list for six, nine, 12, 18 and more than 18 months, respectively, for occupational therapy 
by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11088/19]

06/03/2019WRK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

06/03/2019WRK00800Occupational Therapy Data

06/03/2019WRK00900194. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of paediatric occu-
pational therapist vacancies in each county; and the steps he is taking to reduce waiting lists. 
[11089/19]

06/03/2019WRK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

06/03/2019WRK01100Primary Medical Certificates

06/03/2019WRK01200195. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a primary 
medical certificate for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11095/19]

06/03/2019WRK01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRK01400Hospital Appointments Status

06/03/2019WRK01500196. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for an angiogram at Cork University Hospital; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11096/19]

06/03/2019WRK01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/03/2019WRK01700Speech and Language Therapy Staff

06/03/2019WRK01800197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when the position of speech 
therapist as part of the north Kildare disability team will be filled following a recent vacancy 
in view of the need for speech therapy in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11097/19]

06/03/2019WRK01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

 As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRK02000Departmental Expenditure

06/03/2019WRK02100198. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the costs associated with the 
work and report of the independent review group examining the role of voluntary organisations, 
such as remuneration for members, expense and allowances, drafting and publication; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11102/19]

06/03/2019WRK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Please see the attached table setting out the 
costs associated with the work and report of the Independent Review Group examining volun-
tary organisations in health and personal social services over the period August 2017 to Febru-
ary 2019.  The three members of the group were not remunerated for their work and were only 
paid travel and subsistence expenses where these arose.

Expense item Cost €
Public consultation – advertising– easy read 
version

45441350

Group report – design and print 3735
Euro observatory policy dialogue event 2521
Group report briefing event for vol sector 
representatives

800

Travel & Subsistence, meeting refreshments 3790
TOTAL 16740
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06/03/2019WRK02300Health Services Staff Recruitment

06/03/2019WRK02400199. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the way in which the HSE 
conducts overseas video job interviews with medical professionals who are based in states that 
ban online telecommunication software, such as a programme (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11103/19]

06/03/2019WRK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

06/03/2019WRK02600Calorie Posting on Menus

06/03/2019WRK02700200. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health his plans to include carbohy-
drate levels on menus in addition to calories in view of the fact that those with type 1 diabetes 
must input correct carbohydrate levels into insulin pumps and type 2 diabetes sufferers must 
control diet through carbohydrate counting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11104/19]

06/03/2019WRK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The relevant Government Decision ap-
proved the development of a General Scheme for legislation requiring calorie content only on 
menus. I have no plans to go beyond the Government Decision. 

06/03/2019WRK02900Mental Health Services

06/03/2019WRK03000201. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason family members 
with residents in a facility (details supplied) are being invited by the HSE to meet with an inde-
pendent psychiatrist; the intentions behind such meetings; the options being considered in view 
of these meetings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11105/19]

06/03/2019WRK03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/03/2019WRK03200Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRK03300202. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on social 
media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 2018 and to date in 2019, 
by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11123/19]

06/03/2019WRK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): This spend for 2018 is related to the Healthy 
Ireland 2018 Summer campaign only and is in accordance with IAB policy and based on LEAN 
advertising principles.  There has been no spend to date on in feed advertising for 2019.

  2018
  Healthy Ireland
Social Media Advertising 
(feed advertising)

Facebook 3,010.92 

 Twitter 3,300.00 
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  2018
 Ex VAT 6,310.92 

06/03/2019WRK03500Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRK03600203. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged and-or 
consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding social media advertising 
and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; the amount spent by company; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [11140/19]

06/03/2019WRK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Department has not engaged with pub-
lic relations online advertising agencies during the time specified by the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRK03800Hospital Procedures

06/03/2019WRK03900204. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if an operation will be expedited 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11147/19]

06/03/2019WRK04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

 The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

 In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/03/2019WRK04100Medicinal Products Expenditure

06/03/2019WRK04200205. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if a report on the new 
drugs budget for the HSE 2019 will be provided; the amount that has been spent; the items on 
which the money has been spent; the amount remaining in view of a media report (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11153/19]

06/03/2019WRK04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRK04400Medicinal Products Availability

06/03/2019WRK04500206. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if a detailed analysis of 
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the decision not to make Spinraza available to persons here will be provided including but 
not limited to the final agreed costs to the HSE and the final agreed costs in all other relevant 
jurisdictions; if the costs for Ireland are broadly comparable to all other jurisdictions in which 
Spinraza is being made available; the rationale for it not being made available here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11180/19]

06/03/2019WRK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRK04700Pharmaceutical Sector

06/03/2019WRK04800207. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the way in which he plans to 
address the issue of long-standing pharmaceutical assistants in the event of a change in rules 
(details supplied); if he has met with representatives of pharmaceutical assistants in formulat-
ing his views on these rule changes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11183/19]

06/03/2019WRK04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to:

1. That may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

Following a period of public consultation, the Council of the PSI considered the proposed 
draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) 
Rules 2018 at its meeting of 20 September 2018, where the Council approved the draft rules 
without amendment.  Following this, the PSI undertook to redraft the Rules in relation to what 
may or not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on behalf of a regis-
tered pharmacist. 

On 6 December, the Council of the PSI approved a revised draft of the Pharmaceutical Soci-
ety of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2018 for issuance for 
public consultation. This public consultation commenced on 13 December 2018 and ran until 
11 January 2019, affording any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the 
matter directly to the PSI.

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on 14 February 2019. 

In April 2017, officials from my Department met with representatives of the Pharmaceutical 
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Assistants’ Association (PAA) to discuss the association’s concerns regarding the PSI’s devel-
opment of draft Rules governing the practice of registered pharmaceutical assistants during the 
temporary absence of a pharmacist. 

Correspondence outlining the concerns of registered pharmaceutical assistants has been re-
ceived by my Department. My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of 
the draft Rules once submitted for my approval and, as I’m sure you will appreciate, I must 
consider any Rules presented to me from a fair and impartial perspective, without prejudice or 
prejudgement. This includes consideration of concerns raised by, or on behalf of, registered 
pharmaceutical assistants.

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and, until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.

06/03/2019WRK05000National Children’s Hospital

06/03/2019WRK05100208. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the Health 
Service Executive to provide a status report of plans for refurbishment, renovation and new 
building works at a hospital (details supplied) as committed to in the capital plan; the position 
regarding the overall security of the timeline of the project in view of the overspend on the na-
tional children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11184/19]

06/03/2019WRK05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new children’s hospital is a vital and 
much needed project. The Government has examined the funding pressures associated with 
delivering this important project and has made adjustments to capital allocations to ensure that 
the new children’s hospital will be delivered.

My Department and the Health Service Executive are currently engaged in a process to fi-
nalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will propose the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the total available capital funding. All Health 
capital projects, currently at various stages of development are considered as part of this pro-
cess.  

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for 
consideration.

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure 
projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation to the hospital referred to 
in your question. 

06/03/2019WRK05300Primary Care Centres

06/03/2019WRK05400209. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the Health 
Service Executive to provide a status report on the progress of the proposed local health centre 
planned at a location (details supplied); the position regarding the overall security of the time-
line of the project in the view of the overspend on the national children’s hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11185/19]

06/03/2019WRK05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.
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06/03/2019WRK05600Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

06/03/2019WRK05700210. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare is entitled to assistance with hearing aids. [11216/19]

06/03/2019WRK05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRK05900Hospital Procedures

06/03/2019WRK06000211. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the waiting list time for persons 
awaiting a procedure (details supplied) by county; and the age, gender and length of time they 
have been waiting for surgery in tabular form. [11217/19]

06/03/2019WRK06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/03/2019WRK06200Ambulance Service Data

06/03/2019WRK06300212. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of calls that required 
ambulance personnel to work beyond their rostered finishing time from 1 January to 31 Decem-
ber 2018. [11218/19]

06/03/2019WRK06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

06/03/2019WRK06500Psychological Services

06/03/2019WRK06600213. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 102 of 28 February 2019 (details supplied), if funding is provided for organisations of-
fering child and adolescent psychotherapy services in respect of gender and domestic violence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11226/19]

06/03/2019WRK06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/03/2019WRK06800Medicinal Products

06/03/2019WRK06900214. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the number of unlicensed medi-
cines dispensed on the medical card scheme and on the discretionary hardship arrangements 
scheme in 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11227/19]

06/03/2019WRK07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.



Questions - Written Answers

104

06/03/2019WRK07100Medical Card Applications

06/03/2019WRK07200215. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a medical card will be awarded 
to a person (details supplied). [11228/19]

06/03/2019WRK07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

06/03/2019WRK07400Cross-Border Health Services Provision

06/03/2019WRK07500216. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a cross-Border scheme refund 
will be awarded to a person (details supplied). [11237/19]

06/03/2019WRK07600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/03/2019WRL00200Respite Care Services Provision

06/03/2019WRL00300217. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a facility (details supplied) 
in County Donegal has been fully taken over by a newly appointed service provider; if so, the 
date on which services were formally transferred to the new operator; the number of hours of 
respite services delivered at the facility in each week of 2019 to date in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11238/19]

06/03/2019WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRL00500Counselling Services Provision

06/03/2019WRL00600218. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO awaiting a counselling appointment in primary care; and the number waiting zero to 12, 
12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [11271/19]

06/03/2019WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/03/2019WRL00800Hospital Beds Data
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06/03/2019WRL00900219. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds and 
wards in all public and voluntary acute hospitals that were closed on 1 March 2019 or the latest 
date on which data for validated bed closures at hospital and ward level are available in tabular 
form. [11277/19]

06/03/2019WRL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): According to provisional data received from 
the HSE Acute Business Information Unit, there were on average 10,893 inpatient beds and 
2,218 day case beds available nationally between January and December 2018.

Information relating to closed beds is collated at a particular date in time. The number of 
beds closed can fluctuate greatly from day to day for a variety of reasons, including on-going 
refurbishment, maintenance work, and infection control measures.

In relation to the particular data requested, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

06/03/2019WRL01100Hospital Beds Data

06/03/2019WRL01200220. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of bed days 
lost through delayed discharges in each public and voluntary hospital to date in 2019, in tabular 
form. [11278/19]

06/03/2019WRL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Ensuring that patients who are clinically fit 
to leave hospital but require supports such as a home care package, transitional care, or a nurs-
ing home bed without delay is a priority this Winter. 

A major strength of the Winter Plan is the integrated nature of the plan and the involvement 
and ownership of management and staff in local hospitals and community health organisations 
in both the development and roll-out of the plan in the months ahead. A key component of the 
Winter Plan is the provision of an additional 550 home care packages over the winter period to 
help patients return home from hospital with the supports they need.

In relation to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly with the data requested.

06/03/2019WRL01400Ambulance Service Response Times

06/03/2019WRL01500221. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of clinical 
status 1 ECHO incidents responded to by first responder in seven minutes and 59 seconds or 
less for each ambulance station in each month in the year to the end of February 2019 or the 
latest date available; and the percentage of clinical status 1 DELTA incidents responded to by a 
patient-carrying vehicle in seven minutes and 59 seconds or less. [11279/19]

06/03/2019WRL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/03/2019WRL01700Emergency Departments Data

06/03/2019WRL01800222. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients 
aged 75 years of age or over who experienced an emergency department wait time more than 
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24 hours to date in 2019; and the hospitals in which the wait occurred. [11280/19]

06/03/2019WRL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I wish to acknowledge the distress over-
crowded Emergency Departments (EDs) cause to patients, their families and frontline staff 
working in very challenging working conditions in hospitals throughout the country.

The hospital system is currently operating at close to full capacity. The number of patients 
attending Emergency Departments continues to increase year on year, with approximately 1.3 
million attendances in 2018, up 3.5% on 2017. This reflects increasing demand for unscheduled 
care, especially by patients in the 75 years and over age group. Patients in this age group are 
the highest users of most health and social care services, have more complex needs and longer 
stays in our acute hospitals.

However, the National Service Plan 2019 includes an expected activity target that 99% of 
patients aged 75 and over are discharged or admitted within 24 hours of registration.  There-
fore, any breach of this target in respect of patients in this age cohort is unacceptable.

With regard to the specific question the Deputy has asked, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the HSE to respond directly.

06/03/2019WRL02000Home Care Packages Data

06/03/2019WRL02100223. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of home sup-
port hours being provided in each LHO area. [11281/19]

06/03/2019WRL02200224. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the waiting list for home support hours in each LHO area; and the number waiting zero to three, 
three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively. [11282/19]

06/03/2019WRL02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 223 and 224 together.

As these are a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/03/2019WRL02500Ambulance Service Data

06/03/2019WRL02600225. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance 
attendances at each emergency department nationally in January 2018; the number of such am-
bulances that waited longer than 20 minutes to hand over patients, get their trolleys back and 
return to responding to calls; and the number that waited longer than 40, 60, 90, 120 and more 
than 180 minutes for same, respectively in tabular form. [11283/19]

06/03/2019WRL02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/03/2019WRL02800Hospital Waiting Lists Data

06/03/2019WRL02900226. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of spinal fu-
sion patients waiting less than four months in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin and 
Temple Street Children’s University Hospital; the number waiting four to eight and more than 



6 March 2019

107

eight months for treatment; and if the same information will be provided for other spinal pa-
tients in tabular form. [11284/19]

06/03/2019WRL03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/03/2019WRL03100Hospital Waiting Lists Data

06/03/2019WRL03200227. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of public 
patients who were removed from outpatient lists each month in 2018 as a result of validation 
exercise and not as a result of having an appointment with a consultant in each public and vol-
untary hospital in tabular form. [11285/19]

06/03/2019WRL03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Good practice around the management of 
hospital waiting lists recommends periodic validation of waiting lists. 

Validation is the process whereby hospital administration contacts patients on waiting lists 
at pre-planned intervals during the year to ensure that patients are ready, willing, suitable and 
available to attend a hospital appointment or wish to be removed. 

Importantly, the validation process allows for situations where, if requested by the GP/refer-
ring clinician, patients can be reinstated back to their original place on to the Waiting List.

The HSE has advised that there has been no change to the figures provided to the Deputy in 
a letter dated 18 December, which I attach for convenience, and sets out details of the number 
of patients who were validated off the Outpatient Waiting List through the HSE validation ex-
ercise undertaken in 2018. 

Last year, I approved the establishment of a Central Waiting List Validation Office within 
the NTPF. The new office delivers a standardisation of approach to validation across all waiting 
lists and all hospitals in line with the best patient-centred practices. The validation of waiting 
lists better informs the true demand for hospital services and enable improved efficiency and 
patient scheduling.

The Central Waiting List Validation Office has advised that no patients were removed from 
the Outpatient waiting list in 2018, as a result of their validation processes.

The figures provided to the Deputy on 18 December are contained in the link below.

 [<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/689857EB0D0BD4B7802583B60
05B1B42/$File/PQ_50919_18_%20HSE%20Validation.pdf?openelement”>No. of Patients</
a>]

06/03/2019WRL03400Health Services Data

06/03/2019WRL03500228. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 
zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [11286/19]

06/03/2019WRL03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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06/03/2019WRL03700Health Services Data

06/03/2019WRL03800229. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
in each LHO area waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care; and the number 
waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [11287/19]

06/03/2019WRL03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRL04000Health Services Data

06/03/2019WRL04100230. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 
zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52, and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [11288/19]

06/03/2019WRL04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRL04300Health Services Data

06/03/2019WRL04400231. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 
zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52, and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [11289/19]

06/03/2019WRL04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

06/03/2019WRL04600Health Services Data

06/03/2019WRL04700232. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
each LHO area waiting for an oral health appointment in primary care; and the number waiting 
zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [11290/19]

06/03/2019WRL04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRL04900Stocking Densities

06/03/2019WRL05000233. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to change the regulations concerning the eligibility of donkeys as stock for minimum 
stocking densities under the ANC scheme 2013 to 2020 or 2021 to 2027; if so, the changes 
proposed; his further plans to have a public consultation on the proposed changes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10965/19]

06/03/2019WRL05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme applicants must fulfil 
stocking density requirements at a rate of 0.15 Livestock Units (LU) per eligible forage hectare. 
Applicants may use cattle, sheep, goats, horses, donkeys and deer to fulfil these requirements. 
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Donkeys currently hold a value of 1.0 LU per hectare. 

The 2019 Terms and Conditions for the ANC scheme signal to applicants that the stocking 
density value applied to the use of donkeys will be changed from 2020. This advance notice will 
give potentially impacted applicants time to adapt or changes practices.   The terms and condi-
tions are available online on the Department’s website and are also being posted to applicants. 
Specifically, the terms and conditions state 

 “Please note that from 2020 only 50% of stocking density requirement can be fulfilled us-
ing donkeys. Applicants will be required to use other livestock to fulfil the other 50% require-
ment. “

This change to the 2020 ANC scheme has been introduced on the basis of stakeholder con-
sultation and animal welfare considerations.

06/03/2019WRL05200Agriculture Scheme Payments

06/03/2019WRL05300234. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason farmers (details supplied) have not been issued agricultural grants for 2018; when these 
will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10968/19]

06/03/2019WRL05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Records in my 
department show that the following 2018 payments were made under the herd number shown:

- 2018 Basic Payment scheme – advance payment made on 16th October 2018 and balanc-
ing payment on 3rd   December 2018

- Sheep Welfare Scheme – 2018 advance payment of 85% issued 20th   November 2018, 
with the balancing payment due in quarter 2 2019. 

- Areas of Natural Constraint – Paid in full in September 2018

- Young Farmers Scheme – this payment is approved and will issue in the coming days.

 This concludes the summary of direct payments for this herd number.

06/03/2019WRL05500Young Farmers Scheme

06/03/2019WRL05600235. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision will be made on an appeal to exclude a farmer (details supplied) from the young 
farmers scheme; the reason for the delay with the decision; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10969/19]

06/03/2019WRL05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
ture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department. I have been advised that the 
records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate that an appeal was received from the person 
named on 3 October 2018 and was assigned to an Appeals Officer. The Oral Hearing was held 
on 27 November 2018.

Subsequent to the oral hearing the appellant submitted further information and the Appeals 
Officer was recently in contact with the appellant’s nominated representative to obtain clarifica-
tion on matters relating to that information.  When all of the facts of the case have been fully 
assessed, a comprehensive decision letter will be issued by the Appeals Officer.  
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I am advised that every effort is being made to finalise the decision as quickly as possible.

06/03/2019WRL05800Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRL05900236. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 
2018 and to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11113/19]

06/03/2019WRL06000237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding 
social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; the amount 
spent by company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11130/19]

06/03/2019WRL06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 236 and 237 together.

The Press and Communications Office in my Department is the primary point of contact 
between the Department and members of the media, as well as members of the general public. 
The office is responsible for communicating with media and members of the public regarding 
the work of the Minister, the Minister of State and the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine. The Department’s social media presence is also managed by the Press and Com-
munications Office. 

The vast bulk of my Department’s media expenditure is in respect of press notices in the 
specialised farming press, provincial and national newspapers. This expenditure includes the 
publication of Statutory Notices that are required to comply with various national and EU leg-
islative requirements. Decisions on the placement of notices are made on a case-by-case basis, 
depending on the nature of the advertisement and the target audience. 

Spark Foundry (formerly Mediavest) hold the central Governmental contract for the provi-
sion of the majority of advertising needs. 

 My Department spent €14,084 on online advertising in 2018 while there has been no simi-
lar expenditure to date in 2019. 

 My Department has not engaged or consulted with a public relations online advertising 
agency nor have they spent any money on social media advertising in 2018 or to date in 2019. 

PQ 11113/19  -   Online Advertising 2018

Event/Campaign Total €
CAP 2020 Public Consultations €2,460
Clean Livestock Policy for Sheep €1,230 
Closing date reminder Nitrates Record 
forms

€4,305 

Forestry Awareness €6,089 

06/03/2019WRL06300Brexit Supports

06/03/2019WRL06400238. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
specific supports that will be made available to beef farmers in the immediate aftermath of a 
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no-deal Brexit, if such a scenario should arise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11158/19]

06/03/2019WRL06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit, depending on the out-
come, has the potential to have a very significant impact on farmers and on the agrifood sector. 

 There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties facing Ire-
land, and the assistance that might be required for its agriculture, food and fishery sectors. The 
UK is Ireland’s largest export destination for beef exports. In 2018, beef exports to the UK were 
valued at €1,206m, 49% of the total value of beef exports.

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors, in particular beef, and to the likelihood of specific supports 
being required in order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are 
very well aware of the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s 
economy because this has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is 
explicitly recognised in the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning.

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan to discuss the poten-
tial impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. We discussed the 
unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the challenges that 
it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate 
the potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market supports 
and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, and in-
creased flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readi-
ness to respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the situa-
tion evolves.

06/03/2019WRL06600EU Regulations

06/03/2019WRL06700239. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the protocols and procedures a farmer must follow to get a carcass grade rechecked if they 
are unhappy with the grade awarded by the mechanical grading machine (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11201/19]

06/03/2019WRL06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/1184 of 20 April 2017 governs the monitoring of carcass 
classification, carcass presentation and weighing. 

The role of my Department is clearly defined in the legislation in terms of monitoring and 
supervision of classification, weights and carcass presentation.

This legislation does not provide for any appeal mechanism by the competent authority in 
relation to the classification of carcasses by mechanical graders.

06/03/2019WRL06900Cyber Security Policy

06/03/2019WRL07000240. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the Defence Forces or his Department have conducted a national security as-
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sessment of technology provided by a company (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [11001/19]

06/03/2019WRL07100241. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if Cabinet committee F (National Security) or his Department has conducted a 
national security assessment of technology services provided by a company (details supplied); 
and the extent to which the State relies on the company. [11056/19]

06/03/2019WRL07200242. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to order a comprehensive review of structures, capabilities and fusion 
across all Departments in particular the Departments of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment, Justice and Equality and Defence in view of the fact that fundamentally cyber se-
curity is a three pronged approach on defence, security and crime; and the way in which overall 
capabilities are to be developed to address the growing risk to the digital economy. [11057/19]

06/03/2019WRL07300244. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the details of the initial national security assessment by a company (details sup-
plied) to use technology provided by another company in its network; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11018/19]

06/03/2019WRL07400245. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason the response to security queries in relation to a company (details sup-
plied) was to highlight statutory obligations of network operators, the Commission for Commu-
nications Regulation responsibility and that State security is primarily a matter for the Minister 
for Justice and Equality rather than taking responsibility for this risk to the digital economy; his 
views on whether this is a further admission of a failure to take the threat seriously in view of 
the recent report into the implementation of the national cyber strategy by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General; his further views on whether it is exposing the State to unacceptable risk; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11020/19]

06/03/2019WRL07500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 240 to 242, inclusive, 244 and 245 together.

The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), which is part of my Department, has a num-
ber of roles, including leading in the management of major cyber security incidents, providing 
guidance and advice to citizens and businesses, and to manage cyber security related risks to 
critical infrastructure and services. Moreover, since the transposition of the EU Network and 
Information Security Directive, last year, the NCSC has a series of formal powers around secur-
ing a range of critical infrastructure, including internet infrastructure. 

As the Deputy will be aware, there is also an existing statutory mechanism to deal with the 
security of telecommunications networks. ComReg has a series of statutory powers flowing 
from the Electronic Communications Networks and Services Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 333 of 
2011) relating to the Security and Integrity of Telecommunications Networks. 

The NCSC also cooperates with a variety of State entities, including the Defence Forces and 
An Garda Síochána relating to managing risks to critical national infrastructure. The details of 
this work are obviously not for public release.

My Department is leading in the development of a new National Cyber Security Strategy. 
Stakeholder Consultations have begun, and a public consultation process will launch shortly. 
It is envisaged that this Strategy will set out how the State will work and cooperate with key 
State Agencies, industry partners and international peers in the interests of protecting critical 
infrastructure, improving situational awareness and incident management, as well as facilitat-
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ing education, training and public awareness initiatives in respect of cyber security. The public 
consultation, which will launch shortly, will address these issues in a thematic manner, and will 
pose a series of questions around how we might better (1) protect critical national Infrastruc-
ture and services from Cyber Security related risks, (2) develop our skills base and industrial 
capacity in this field, and (3) engage nationally and internationally on cyber security matters, 
both to build awareness and to ensure that our international policy position takes cognisance of 
developments in cyber security.

06/03/2019WRM00300Postal Services

06/03/2019WRM00400243. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will address a matter regarding an allowance (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10976/19]

06/03/2019WRM00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): This is an operational matter for the Board and management of An Post.

  Questions Nos. 244 and 245 answered with Question No. 240.

06/03/2019WRM00800Salmon Hardship Scheme

06/03/2019WRM00900246. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if consideration has been given to a buy-out scheme for salmon fishery licence 
holders; if so, the position regarding same; if there is an option available to offer licences for 
sale; if a compensation package will be made available; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11021/19]

06/03/2019WRM01000Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): Commercial fishing for salmon is by way of public licence.  Li-
cences are applied for and issued annually.  An annual public licence does not confer property or 
other rights on the holder and consequently licences are not transferable and cannot be offered 
for sale.  In that regard also, the issue of compensation does not arise.  The Salmon Hardship 
Scheme was introduced following the decision to cease, for conservation reasons, the commer-
cial salmon mixed stock fishery in the sea. In excess of €25 million was allocated to the scheme 
to facilitate payments to fishermen with a further €5 million provided for community develop-
ment projects. Under the scheme, fishermen active in the fishery could opt to voluntarily cease 
fishing in the commercial drift net and draft net sectors and undertake not to seek a licence in 
the future. The scheme closed for applications on 31 December 2007 and ceased in 2008 and I 
understand that all funds were expended and there are no plans to revisit such a scheme.

06/03/2019WRM01100National Broadband Plan Implementation

06/03/2019WRM01200247. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [11093/19]

06/03/2019WRM01300248. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the national broadband plan tender progress; when all homes and 
businesses in County Kildare will have access to high speed broadband; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11094/19]



Questions - Written Answers

114

06/03/2019WRM01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 247 and 248 together.  

The National Broadband Plan aims to ensure that every home, school and business in Ire-
land has access to high speed broadband. This is being achieved through a combination of com-
mercial investment across the country, and a State intervention in those areas where commercial 
operators acting alone are unlikely to invest. 

Since December 2015, the number of premises with access to high-speed broadband in 
Kildare has increased by 9,578, a 7% increase. In total, the number of premises in Kildare with 
access to high speech broadband is 77,589, 84% of the total premises in the County. Another 
761 will be served by eir under that company’s ongoing rural deployment.

The remaining 13,885 homes, schools and businesses in Kildare will be connected under the 
government’s National Broadband Plan. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map, which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The Map is colour coded and searchable 
by address or Eircode. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the coming 
weeks.

Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is in the 
process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. According 
to data for Q4 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed more than 
225,000 premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment. This information will be avail-
able on my Department’s website shortly.

Information on eir’s rural deployment is available on that company’s website, http://fibre-
rollout.ie/Eircode-lookup/. A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my Depart-
ment’s website, www.dccae.gov.ie.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements. 

06/03/2019WRM01600National Broadband Plan Expenditure

06/03/2019WRM01700249. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the details of the cost-benefit analysis of the national broadband plan; if the 
cost-benefit analysis has been updated recently; the projected cost of the plan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11099/19]
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06/03/2019WRM01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Prior to the launch of the National Broadband Plan procurement process, my Depart-
ment undertook a public consultation on the NBP State Intervention Strategy.  A preliminary 
cost benefit analysis (CBA) was completed at that stage, in line with the Public Spending Code.  
The CBA has been updated at key points during the procurement process.  The level of State 
subsidy for the National Broadband Plan State intervention is to be determined through the pro-
curement process.  The updated CBA and ongoing due diligence in relation to the final tender 
submission will inform Government’s decision.  

06/03/2019WRM01900Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRM02000250. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content 
(details supplied) in 2018 and to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11116/19]

06/03/2019WRM02100251. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising 
agency regarding social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 
2019; the amount spent by company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11133/19]

06/03/2019WRM02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 250 and 251 together. 

My Department’s remit includes complex policy areas, oversight of State regulation and 
service provision across key strategic sectors such as climate action, waste management, energy 
and public broadcasting, and regulation of sectors such as mining and hydrocarbon exploration. 
Given the technical complexity, economic significance and community interest in these areas, 
there is a requirement to disseminate information and to address specific issues as they arise. 
The Department therefore necessarily incurs some expenditure on social media advertising, 
online promoted content and public relations services on these from time to time. 

The information requested is outlined in tabular format below:

Spend on social media advertising and online promoted content by campaign and so-
cial media platform used

Campaign Social Media 
platform

Type - side bar, 
above the line 
and pop website 
ads

Cost Year 

ObSERVE Pro-
gramme

Facebook Above the Line €369 2018

Ploughing 
Championships

Facebook/Insta-
gram

Above the line €369 2018
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Campaign Social Media 
platform

Type - side bar, 
above the line 
and pop website 
ads

Cost Year 

National 
Dialogue on 
Climate Ac-
tion (NDCA) 
Regional Gath-
erings in 2018 
- Athlone and 
Tralee 

Facebook Below the line 
Advertising 
(Facebook posts 
advertising the 
events)

€1,096 2018 

Phase out of flat 
fees for House-
hold Waste Col-
lection

Facebook General €261 2018

Phase out of flat 
fees for House-
hold Waste Col-
lection

Instagram General €3 2018

Phase out of flat 
fees for House-
hold Waste Col-
lection

Facebook, Twit-
ter and Insta-
gram

General €12,300 2018

Public Relations online advertising agencies engaged

Name of PR online 
advertising Company

Campaign Cost Year

Seditio Ltd Trading Online 
Voucher Scheme

€2,890 2018

Focus Advertising Phase out of flat fees 
for Household Waste 
Collection

€12,300 2018

Mandy Johnston 
Communications

Phase out of flat fees 
for Household Waste 
Collection

€1,900 2018

06/03/2019WRM02400Waste Management

06/03/2019WRM02500252. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to review the policy on commercial incineration; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11208/19]

06/03/2019WRM02600253. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to review the policy on the imposition of a levy on commercial in-
cineration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11209/19]

06/03/2019WRM02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 252 and 253 together.

Government waste management policy is set out in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Man-
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agement Policy in Ireland,   published in 2012. 

European, national and regional waste management policy is predicated on the waste hierar-
chy as set out in Article 4 of the 2008 Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC), whereby the 
prevention, preparing for reuse, recycling and other recovery of waste are preferred options to 
the disposal or landfilling of waste. 

Thermal recovery activities such as waste to energy, co-incineration (e.g. at cement kilns), 
pyrolysis and gasification, where the principal use of the waste is as a fuel to generate energy, sit 
on the ‘other recovery’ tier of the waste hierarchy and in line with European policy are preferred 
to the disposal or landfilling of waste. 

In this regard, 26% of managed municipal waste (by weight) was sent to landfill in 2016 
compared to 41% in 2012 and 92% in 1995. Furthermore, 74% of managed municipal waste 
was recovered in 2016 (compared to 59% in 2012). Significantly more residual waste is now 
used as a fuel (energy recovery) than disposed to landfill. Further information is available at

http://www.epa.ie/nationalwastestatistics/municipal/.

New waste management targets recently agreed by the European Council include a provi-
sion that Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that by 2035 the amount 
of municipal waste landfilled is reduced to 10% or less of the total amount of municipal waste 
generated (by weight). 

The continued implementation of European, national and regional waste management poli-
cy to manage waste in line with the waste hierarchy will help ensure that Ireland is well placed 
to meet this new target.

The potential introduction of economic instruments designed to improve environmental be-
haviour are being considered in the context of a review of the Environment Fund. 

06/03/2019WRM02900Nuclear Waste

06/03/2019WRM03000254. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if vessels carrying nuclear waste material travelling close to Irish waters are mon-
itored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11244/19]

06/03/2019WRM03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Formal Government to Government communication arrangements are in place in 
relation to the shipment of radioactive waste and spent fuel.  These have been agreed under 
the auspices of the United Nations International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).  The IAEA 
Coastal and Shipping Dialogue which consists of Coastal and Shipping States has agreed guide-
lines on this available at

https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/infcircs/infcirc863.pdf.

The guidelines provide for notification to Coastal States, including Ireland, of shipments of 
radioactive waste spent and spent nuclear fuel that will pass in proximity to their coastal waters.  
The notification is provided through diplomatic channels. 

This system continues to function effectively in relation to the small number of such ship-
ments that pass in proximity to Irish coastal waters. The prior notification of shipments allows 
for the principal response agencies, including EPA and Coast Guard, to be advised in advance 
of shipments in the unlikely event of a shipment encountering any difficulties. The Coastal and 
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Shipping Dialogue participants hold on-going discussions with a view to improving arrange-
ments in this area. Regular emergency and response exercises to test the appropriateness of 
arrangements in place are also held. 

Ireland is currently chairing the Dialogue and later this year will host a workshop in Dublin 
that will examine areas for possible future improvements. 

06/03/2019WRM03200National Broadband Plan Implementation

06/03/2019WRM03300255. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the national broadband scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11274/19]

06/03/2019WRM03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): While the Deputy makes reference to the National Broadband Scheme (NBS), I pre-
sume he means to refer to the ongoing National Broadband Plan (NBP) rather than the NBS 
which is now ended.  The NBP aims to ensure high speed broadband access to all premises in 
Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of commercial 
investment and a State led intervention. 

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.3 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
When this Government came into office, this had risen to 52%. Today, 74% of premises can 
access high speed broadband. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the coming 
weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements. 

06/03/2019WRM03500Irish Coast Guard Issues

06/03/2019WRM03600256. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to review the decision by which Irish Coast Guard vehicles will not be authorised to use blue 
warning lights and sirens when on recuse missions; the reason these were prohibited from use 
by the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10966/19]

06/03/2019WRM03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There is no change in 
the policy in relation to use of blue lights and sirens on Coast Guard vehicles. Under SI 694 and 
695 of 2011, Coast Guard vehicles can be fitted with blue lights and warning devices. Arising 
from a safety review internally, the Coast Guard issued a clarification to its volunteers in rela-
tion to how these blue lights and warning devices (sirens) should be used on public roads. This 
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instruction sets out the existing position as regards their use while driving on public roads.  The 
issue of training Coast Guard volunteers and full-time staff in the correct and safe use of Blue 
Lights and sirens is being addressed as part of the Coast Guard’s Safety and Risk Work Plan. 

Any legislative changes in relation to the use of blue lights and sirens would require a policy 
assessment which would have to take account, inter alia, of the need to balance the safety of 
staff, whether full-time or voluntary, members of the public as well as those to whom the Coast 
Guard is responding.

06/03/2019WRM03800Irish Coast Guard Issues

06/03/2019WRM03900257. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
plans to put the Irish Coast Guard on a statutory basis in view of the important work it carries 
out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10967/19]

06/03/2019WRM04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): On 15th February 
2017 as a Commencement Matter in the Seanad, I comprehensively addressed the matter of 
Coast Guard Services and the proposition that the Coast Guard should be designated as a stand-
alone primary response agency. Legislating for a stand-alone agency is an inherently complex 
task and the volunteer dimension of the Coast Guard’s activities adds to that complexity. The 
test for any such designation, given the complexity of the legislation and associated costs, is the 
added value it would bring. The Coast Guard is functioning very effectively as a Division of my 
Department and its role is supported through various legislative instruments.  For that reason,  I 
advised at the time that it was difficult to identify any benefit or added value for legislation of 
this nature.   

An Irish Coast Guard Authority Bill was proposed by Deputy Troy during 2018. Once the 
bill has been progressed further, I will be happy to consider the matter once again and provide 
my views.  

06/03/2019WRM04100National Car Test

06/03/2019WRM04200258. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the proce-
dures in place regarding complaints made or raised by staff members that are responsible for the 
inspection of vehicles at NCT test centres when they have concerns in relation to the quality of 
inspections carried out. [10975/19]

06/03/2019WRM04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority (RSA).  Under the Road Safety Authority Act 2006 (Conferral of 
Functions) Order 2006 (S.I. No.477 of 2006) the RSA has responsibility for the operation and 
delivery of the vehicle testing arrangements.

I have referred the question to the RSA for direct reply and I would ask the Deputy to con-
tact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

06/03/2019WRM04400Sports Organisations

06/03/2019WRM04500259. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
had exploratory talks with associations (details supplied) regarding an all-Ireland soccer team 
in line with the practice of the all-Ireland rugby team; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [10984/19]

06/03/2019WRM04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The organisation and 
delivery of sport in Ireland is mainly a matter for National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs).  
NGBs, including those mentioned by the Deputy, are independent and autonomous bodies and 
any proposals regarding an all-island international team would be a matter for those two organi-
sations.  

The organisation of sport on an all-island basis has worked very successfully for a number 
of sports, most notably in the case of rugby.  I am very supportive of cross-border sporting ini-
tiatives and collaborations between sporting organisations.  Such approaches have excellent po-
tential to enhance relationships on both parts of the island of Ireland. I understand that there are 
proposals for a competitive football match between the Northern Ireland and Ireland league 
winners and I would welcome such a development for football.  

While proposals regarding an all-island international team would be a matter for the two 
NGBs, if the organisations were to bring forward any such proposals, my Department and I 
would be happy to assist them as appropriate. 

06/03/2019WRM04700Light Rail Projects Status

06/03/2019WRM04800260. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he envisag-
es changes to the plans for metro north; the timeline and dates which would include the period 
of the consultation process up to the completion of the project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10985/19]

06/03/2019WRM04900262. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the revised route for the Dublin MetroLink rail line will be published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11002/19]

06/03/2019WRM05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 260 and 262 together.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development 
and implementation of public transport infrastructure projects in the Greater Dublin Area, in-
cluding MetroLink.

Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your query to the NTA 
for their consideration and direct reply.  Please notify my office if you have not received a reply 
within 10 working days. 

06/03/2019WRM05100Bus Services

06/03/2019WRM05200261. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 575 of 19 February 2019, when the extra services will be approved 
by the NTA in view of the significant delays to commuters. [10992/19]

06/03/2019WRM05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.   Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days.
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Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 260.

06/03/2019WRM05500Brexit Issues

06/03/2019WRM05600263. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position with regard to green card insurance for travel between here and the UK; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11003/19]

06/03/2019WRM05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Currently all Irish 
motor vehicles travelling within the EU are covered by the terms of the EU’s Motor Insurance 
Directive.  This allows motor vehicles to travel freely between the State, Northern Ireland and 
Great Britain as well as within other EU countries.  

If the UK leaves the EU with a transition period, there should be no immediate change in the 
position regarding travel.  If the transition period is followed by a lasting arrangement which 
allows for travel under the current terms, there will be no further changes.

Should a no deal Brexit occur, the UK (including Northern Ireland) will no longer be party 
to the Motor Insurance Directive. This means that, unless action is taken by the European Com-
mission, a Green Card will be required to demonstrate to the authorities in Northern Ireland and 
Great Britain that valid motor insurance cover is in place for those vehicles, and vehicles from 
the UK coming to the State will require a Green Card as proof of insurance.  However, even in 
the case of a no deal scenario, the EU Commission would be able under the Motor Insurance 
Directive to declare that vehicles entering the EU from the UK would not require a Green Card.  
It would be a matter for the UK authorities to determine whether they required a Green Card 
for Irish vehicles.  My Department continues to actively liaise with the European Commission 
on this issue.

As part of necessary contingency preparations, the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland 
(MIBI) has advised that, in the event of a no-deal Brexit, Green Cards will be begin to be issued 
to affected policyholders in March 2019 and policy holders are advised to contact their insurers 
a month in advance of their expected travel date.  This is an example of prudent advance plan-
ning by the MIBI and the wider insurance sector. 

The Green Card is used as proof of insurance.  The Department understands that the vast 
majority of Irish motor insurance policies already include cover for travel in the UK. In such 
cases drivers will continue to be insured to drive in the UK even in a no-deal Brexit. However, 
they will need to carry the Green Card as proof of insurance if no other agreement is reached 
with the European Commission in the meantime.  

Not all policies may include such cover in the event of a no-deal Brexit. In that eventuality, 
drivers who may be travelling to or through Northern Ireland or Great Britain should check 
their motor insurance policies and, if in doubt, check with their insurers that such travel would 
be covered.

06/03/2019WRM05800Driver Test Waiting Lists

06/03/2019WRM05900264. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the aver-
age waiting time for a practical driver test in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [11010/19]

06/03/2019WRM06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The average waiting 
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time for each driving test centre is available on the Road Safety Authority website at

www.rsa.ie/en/RSA/Learner-Drivers/The-Driving-Test/Test-Waiting-Times/.

This information is updated weekly.

06/03/2019WRM06100Aviation Industry

06/03/2019WRM06200265. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he has taken in 2018 in particular to address the dangers posed by drones at airports. [11023/19]

06/03/2019WRM06300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Regulation on the li-
censing and registration of drones and drone owners has become an EU competency, under the 
remit of the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).   New EU-wide rules will be rolled out 
in the coming few months, having been developed through technical EU working groups dur-
ing 2017 and 2018.  Ireland, as an early mover with domestic legislation on drones, has made a 
substantive contribution to the development of these new EU rules.

Until such times as the new implementing rules are issued to give effect to the EU regula-
tion, existing national regulatory rules set out under S.I. 563 of 2015 will continue to apply.  
This includes no-fly zone restrictions around airports and aerodromes, and a range of other 
flight restrictions around public buildings and places. 

The overall threat and risk posed by drones, to airports in particular, remains a priority mat-
ter for the National Civil Aviation Security Committee, which coordinates the State’s response 
to civil aviation security matters. This Committee met in both January and February of this year 
to specifically scope out further measures which may be necessary and I await their recom-
mendations.

06/03/2019WRM06400Immigration Controls

06/03/2019WRM06500266. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if all 
persons arriving in airports here on a domestic flight must go through immigration control de-
spite the fact that they are travelling within the State; and his plans to remove this requirement. 
[11024/19]

06/03/2019WRM06600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Two domestic routes 
operate within Ireland; the Dublin to Kerry and the Dublin to Donegal PSO services.  These 
twice daily flights are operated by Stobart Air, trading as Aer Lingus Regional. In 2018, ap-
proximately 94,000 passengers were classified as domestic, out of a total of approximately 37 
million passengers (0.25%) at all Irish airports. 

I should clarify to the Deputy that border management at Irish ports and airports is the 
responsibility of the Department of Justice and Equality, the Irish Naturalisation and Immigra-
tion Service (INIS) and An Garda Síochána. It has been confirmed to me that there is a legal 
requirement for a person arriving to the State by sea or air to present to an immigration officer 
and that this requirement does not apply to persons travelling within the State.  As approved 
airports, an immigration presence is maintained at Donegal and Kerry Airports, as well as, of 
course, at Dublin Airport. 

At Donegal and Kerry Airports, domestic passengers are not required to present to an im-
migration official on arrival. At Dublin Airport, where large numbers of international passen-
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gers arrive each day, it would be essential that any domestic passengers to remain completely 
segregated until after the immigration process has been completed. It is not possible at present 
for Dublin Airport to provide a separate channel to allow domestic passengers to bypass im-
migration control. As the deputy is aware, daa holds the statutory responsibility to manage and 
operate Dublin Airport, including all decisions on airport infrastructure investment. I under-
stand from daa that, given the comparatively small number of passengers availing of domestic 
services, it would be prohibitively expensive for them to reconfigure the arrivals area of the 
airport to allow for such a bypass. 

06/03/2019WRN00200Road Safety

06/03/2019WRN00300267. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ac-
tion he has taken or plans to take to review the safety and regulation of the use of electric scoot-
ers, electric hoverboards and uniwheels. [11026/19]

06/03/2019WRN00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department is 
aware of the increasing use of eScooters, electrically powered skateboards and other such ve-
hicles on our roads.  I have requested the Road Safety Authority to research how such vehicles 
(classified as mechanically propelled vehicles in the Road Traffic Acts) are dealt with (i.e. regu-
lated) in other countries, particularly other Member States. I am keen to understand the road 
safety implications of the use of such vehicles on public roads, especially when interacting with 
other vehicles. Any decision to be taken on whether or not to amend existing legislation will 
depend on the outcome of the Authority’s research.

06/03/2019WRN00500Driver Test Centres

06/03/2019WRN00600268. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of a driver test demand scenario planning submission which was sent to his Department by 
the RSA; if the 67 proposed additional driver testers and 17 staff were appointed; if approval 
was given for same; when the decision was taken; the number of testers and staff appointed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [11027/19]

06/03/2019WRN00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In January 2018, 
the Road Safety Authority (RSA) submitted a Potential Surge in Driving Test Demand Sce-
nario Planning document to my Department, requesting approval to appoint additional staff to 
manage the possible surge in driving test applications. This possible surge was being planned 
for based on the introduction of additional sanctions for learner drivers driving unaccompanied 
contained in the Road Traffic Bill (now the Road Traffic Act 2018) going through the Houses 
of the Oireachtas at that time.

I approved in May 2018, following sanction from the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, the appointment of 67 additional driver testers and 17 support staff, on a phased basis 
for a period of 12-18 months.

Since then, the RSA has recruited 52 driver testers, and there are currently a further 14 
testers undergoing training. In addition, it is planned to recruit an additional 8 driver testers 
in March. Including the 14 driver testers currently being trained, there are now 147.94 full 
time equivalent driver testers available for deployment and this provides an annual capacity of 
260,000 driving tests.
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06/03/2019WRN00800Railway Stations

06/03/2019WRN00900269. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
parking infrastructure planned for Newbridge train station, County Kildare, to match the in-
crease in service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11091/19]

06/03/2019WRN01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning 
and development of public transport infrastructure and services in the Greater Dublin Area.  
Iarnród Éireann receive Exchequer funding via the NTA in relation to the provision of car park-
ing at train stations on the heavy rail network in the GDA, including Newbridge railway station. 

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for an update on the issue 
raised and direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

06/03/2019WRN01100Public Transport Fares

06/03/2019WRN01200270. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 641 of 12 February 2019, if the free InterRail travel will 
include students who are 19, 20, 21 and 22 years of age and not only those aged 18 years of age; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11092/19]

06/03/2019WRN01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The proposal for free 
InterRail across the EU, referred to by the Deputy, is a European Commission initiative, which 
was launched following a proposal from the European Parliament.  My Department has no role 
in this and I would suggest that the Deputy might contact the European Commission directly in 
relation to the detail of the operation of the scheme.

06/03/2019WRN01400Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRN01500271. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 
2018 and to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11129/19]

06/03/2019WRN01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is currently being collated by my officials and will be forwarded to the 
Deputy within 10 working days. 

06/03/2019WRN01700Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRN01800272. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding social 
media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; the amount spent 
by company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11146/19]

06/03/2019WRN01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is currently being collated by my officials and will be forwarded to the 
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Deputy within 10 working days. 

06/03/2019WRN02000Brexit Preparations

06/03/2019WRN02100273. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
in the event of a no-deal Brexit, particularly in the context of the implications for the land-
bridge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11156/19]

06/03/2019WRN02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The European Com-
mission’s legislative proposal aimed at ensuring basic road connectivity with the UK in a no 
deal Brexit will allow UK hauliers to access the EU market for a temporary 9 month period, 
subject to reciprocal measures being put in place by the UK to grant similar access to EU hauli-
ers. This measure, if adopted, will significantly mitigate the risk to our hauliers of accessing the 
UK market and using the landbridge. 

I am very concerned at the potential for serious disruption at UK ports, in particular Dover, 
and also in Calais. This may make the use of the landbridge at least in the short term commer-
cially unviable for some operators. 

I  updated cabinet on 15 January 2019 on the capacity on direct shipping routes to EU con-
tinental ports as a potential alternative to the landbridge. Based on consultations by my Depart-
ment with the main shipping companies, I am advised that the market is sufficiently responsive 
to respond to the demands of Brexit. I have asked the Irish Maritime Development Office 
and my officials to continue to keep this matter under review. 

The Irish Maritime Development Office (the “IMDO”) carried out a study for the Depart-
ment concerning the implications of Brexit on the use of the UK landbridge. The study, pub-
lished last year, found that 3 million tonnes of merchandise trade with the EU moves between 
Ireland and the EU continent via the UK landbridge. The IMDO estimates that this equates to 
approximately 150,000 Heavy Goods Vehicles each year and the total value of our trade using 
the landbridge was estimated to be €21 billion.  This route is a strategically important route 
to market for many Irish importers and exporters and certain sectors of the economy may be 
adversely affected, mainly those that trade in time sensitive goods, e.g. Agrifood and seafood. 

The Landbridge Project Group, chaired by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and 
including officials from my own Department, the Revenue Commissioners, the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and others has been working closely with the European 
Commission and other affected Member States (France, Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Denmark and Sweden) with a view to preparing EU ports to facilitate the transit of EU products 
through the UK once it becomes a third country through the use of EU rules on internal transit 
as set out under the Union’s Custom Code.  The EU has agreed that the UK may join the Com-
mon Transit Convention upon its departure from the EU on 29 March 2019, and a number of 
formal steps were taken to allow this to happen on 4 December 2018 which will enable the use 
of the EU’s internal transit procedure. The Landbridge Project Group has also visited France 
and the Netherlands, and will visit Calais on 6 March. 

I have also met my UK counterpart, Secretary of State for Transport Chris Grayling and 
have set out the importance of continued transport connectivity between Ireland and the UK, 
highlighting the importance of the UK landbridge for Ireland as a route to European markets, 
and the need for Irish trade to move efficiently through ports. I also met France’s Transport 
Minister Borne on Brexit matters including the landbridge, in November, and France’s Minister 
of Europe and Foreign Affairs, Jean Yves Le Drian on 19 February. 
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Businesses must however prepare for Brexit and examine their supply chains. The Minister 
for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, Heather Humphreys TD, on 4 March urged businesses 
to make sure that they are ready to avail of the customs transit procedure for moving goods 
through the UK landbridge post-Brexit. The transit procedure allows goods to pass across cus-
toms borders with all duties and other charges suspended until arrival at their destination. In 
order to avail of the Transit procedure, businesses will need to have a Revenue-approved com-
prehensive financial guarantee in place. This comprehensive guarantee is required as financial 
security to cover all potential and actual customs debts such as customs and taxes.

06/03/2019WRN02300Brexit Preparations

06/03/2019WRN02400274. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way 
in which he plans to ensure there is no disruption to supply chains both east-west and North-
South in the event of a hard or no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[11181/19]

06/03/2019WRN02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A number of key 
supply chain risks have significantly reduced as a result of contingency measures proposed by 
the European Commission. The proposed measures were due to interventions by a number of 
Member States including Ireland. While these measures are temporary in nature, they will, if 
adopted, ensure the immediate continued access for our road hauliers to the UK market and also 
for direct flights to and from the UK, including for air freight. However, significant challenges 
remain and disruption cannot be fully avoided in all areas.

In relation to North - South, the Government is not planning for a hard border and the EU is 
fully supportive of this position.

In relation to east-west supply chains, the continued use of the landbridge as a key route 
connecting Ireland with the continent is a crucial concern given the level of imports and ex-
ports that are transported via this route, with 16% of the HGV traffic between Ireland and GB 
estimated to constitute landbridge traffic. The total value of our trade using the landbridge has 
been estimated to be approximately €21 billion. Goods using the landbridge include many 
time-sensitive or perishable goods, and are transported by truck on Roll-on / Roll-Off shipping 
services to and through the UK.  Dublin and Rosslare ports handle almost all of this traffic.

In a no-deal scenario, the ease with which these movements of goods currently take place 
will no longer be guaranteed. Additional customs, agriculture and health controls will be re-
quired at EU ports that trade with the UK.  In the case of the landbridge route, the ports of 
Dublin, Rosslare, Holyhead and the Dover-Calais link are of paramount concern.   In Ireland, 
the OPW, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Department of Health and 
the Revenue Commissioners are already preparing by developing the necessary plans within 
Dublin and Rosslare Ports to allow for these controls. I am aware that similar preparations are 
ongoing in Calais.

Some trade currently using the landbridge route may, depending on the nature of the prod-
uct, switch to the direct routes to the continent. For others, some delays at UK and other EU 
ports may not be such as to constitute a significant deterrent to the continued use of the land-
bridge. However, the use of the landbridge for some other products that are perishable or very 
time sensitive may become unviable and may also not be viable on the longer direct maritime 
links.

I updated cabinet on 15 January 2019 on the capacity on direct shipping routes to EU con-
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tinental ports.  In doing so, I set out the importance of the UK landbridge as a critical route for 
Irish trade and the importance of alternative direct shipping routes should traffic on the land-
bridge become disrupted as a result of Brexit. My view then was that sufficient capacity on the 
direct shipping routes to continental EU ports was available to meet the demands of Brexit and 
that the market was sufficiently flexible to cater for any increase in demand.

This understanding of the likely response of shipping companies to Brexit-related chal-
lenges was tested in a series of meetings with senior representatives of shipping companies, 
including both immediately before and after I briefed Government.   While I remain of this 
view and I re-iterated it at Cabinet yesterday, I have asked that the IMDO and my Department 
continue to keep this under review.

06/03/2019WRN02600Road Improvement Schemes

06/03/2019WRN02700275. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details and timing of proposed works on the N11 southbound at Kilmacanogue, including but 
not limited to the creation of a third lane; the physical separation between lanes and the devel-
opment of a greenway at the southern cross roundabout; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [11192/19]

06/03/2019WRN02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to 
the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and im-
provement of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/03/2019WRN02900Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

06/03/2019WRN03000276. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a person 
who holds an EU driver licence and then swaps this licence for an Irish driver licence is treated 
as a new licence; and if not, if the date of issuance of the Irish licence reflects the original li-
cence. [11194/19]

06/03/2019WRN03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

06/03/2019WRN03200Motor Insurance Costs

06/03/2019WRN03300277. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to insurance premium increases being levied on licence holders who have 
swapped their driver licence for an Irish licence. [11233/19]

06/03/2019WRN03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Insurance companies 
are private companies. Neither the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport nor the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland has the power to direct insurance companies on the pricing of insurance 
products. The EU framework for insurance expressly prohibits Member States from adopting 
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rules which require prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products. 
The provision of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter for 
insurance companies and is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept and 
adequate provisioning to meet those risks. These are considered by insurance companies on a 
case by case basis.

?Insurance Ireland operates a free insurance information service for those who have queries, 
complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance. All calls regarding refusal to quote, 
or quotations that are so excessive as to be in effect a refusal, should be directed to Insurance 
Ireland by phone at (01) 676 1820, by email at declined@insuranceireland  .eu or by post at 5 
Harbourmaster Place, IFSC, Dublin 1 quoting the Declined Cases Agreement.

I note that the question refers to persons who have swapped licences, presumably from 
overseas, for Irish licences. Such circumstances only arise when individuals change residence 
and presumably therefore the level of risk to which they are exposed while driving would also 
change in those circumstances, with consequences for insurance premia.

06/03/2019WRN03500Adoption Legislation

06/03/2019WRN03600278. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
status of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [11015/19]

06/03/2019WRN03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Adoption 
(Information and Tracing) Bill 2016 has passed Second Stage in the Seanad.  

As I am sure the Deputy is aware, the Bill seeks to respect the rights to identity and privacy, 
which sometimes conflict with one another. Given the constitutional context, striking the bal-
ance between these rights is proving challenging.  Members of the Oireachtas, stakeholders and 
lobby groups have expressed concerns about these specific aspects of the Bill, and in particular, 
the requirement for adopted people to sign an undertaking declaring that they would not contact 
their birth parent. 

Having listened to these concerns, I engaged again with the Office of the Attorney General 
seeking to revisit the privacy provisions and strengthen the right to identity. I recently secured 
Government approval to draft amendments to revise these provisions in the Bill. 

Once these amendments are finalised, it is my intention to progress to Committee Stage of 
the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016 in the Seanad Éireann as soon as possible.

06/03/2019WRN03800Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRN03900279. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details supplied) in 
2018 and to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [11115/19]

06/03/2019WRN04000280. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding social 
media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; the amount spent 
by company; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11132/19]
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06/03/2019WRN04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 279 and 280 together.

My Department is examining its records in relation to these matters raised by the Deputy 
and a reply will be issued in the near future.

06/03/2019WRN04300Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRN04400281. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details sup-
plied) in 2018 and to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [11127/19]

06/03/2019WRN04500282. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if he has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency re-
garding social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019 by 
amount and company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11144/19]

06/03/2019WRN04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 281 and 282 together.

My Department did not engage with or consult any agency or other body regarding social 
media advertising or online promoted content in 2018 and has not done so to date in 2019. 

Furthermore, my Department did not incur any expenditure on social media advertising or 
online promoted content, as per the details supplied in the Deputy’s question, in 2018 or to date 
in 2019.

06/03/2019WRN04800Departmental Funding

06/03/2019WRN04900283. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community De-
velopment the funding sources available for a project (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [11190/19]

06/03/2019WRN05000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Funding 
may be available through my Department’s Town & Village Renewal Scheme or the LEADER 
Programme for the type of project referred to by the Deputy.

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme was introduced in the second half of 2016 and, to 
date, almost €53 million has been approved under the scheme for more than 670 projects across 
the country.  These projects cover a range of activities, from improving the public realm to 
make towns and villages more attractive for locals and visitors alike, to job-creation initiatives 
such as the development of enterprise hubs and digital hubs. Applications for renovations to 
community facilities such as a community hall could be considered under this scheme.

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is funded by my Department and is administered 
through the Local Authorities. Selection of projects under the scheme is by means of a com-
petitive process. Details of the 2019 Town and Village Renewal Scheme are currently being 
finalised by my officials and I anticipate that the scheme will be announced shortly.

LEADER is a multi-annual programme covering the period 2014-2020 which is delivered 
through Local Action Groups (LAGs) in each of the 28 LEADER sub-regional areas around 
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the country. To date, over 1,700 projects have been approved under the current LEADER pro-
gramme for funding of almost €59 million.  

Funding can be provided under a broad range of themes, including enterprise development 
and social inclusion. The Social Inclusion theme of the LEADER programme focuses on the 
provision of services for people living in rural and remote areas and, in that context, support for 
the works outlined by the Deputy could potentially be considered eligible for LEADER fund-
ing.

In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, it must be compatible with the 
actions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy for the relevant LEADER area, 
and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regulations in place for the programme.  

The decision to approve a project, or otherwise, is a matter for the Local Action Group 
(LAG) which administers the programme in each LEADER area.  Interested applicants should, 
in the first instance, contact the relevant LAG through its Implementing Partners to discuss the 
funding that may be available. 

The Implementing Partner for the area of Donegal referred to by the Deputy is Inishowen 
Development Partnership, Pound Street Business Park, Pound Street, Carndonagh, Inishowen, 
Co. Donegal. Contact details for Inishowen Development Partnership are as follows:  

- Telephone: 074 9373083 

- Email: info@inishowen.ie.

06/03/2019WRN05100Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

06/03/2019WRN05200284. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if projects approved under category one and category two of the second round of funding un-
der the rural regeneration and development fund were required to have planning permission in 
place before funding could be approved; the specific applications for which funding was ap-
proved in which planning permission was in place; if funding was approved for projects without 
planning permission being in place; if so, the projects for same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [11224/19]

06/03/2019WRN05300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The first 
call for applications for the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund closed at the end of 
September.  €1 billion is committed to the Fund over a 10 year period to support rural economic 
development and help build strong communities. €315m is allocated to the Fund for 2019-2022.

There were 280 applications received to the first call under the Fund.   126 applications 
related to Category 1, “shovel ready” projects while 154 related to Category 2 projects - those 
which needed development funding to become potential Category 1 applications in future calls 
for applications.

In November 2018, I announced the first set of 18 successful Category 1 projects, providing 
€24.4m in funding for projects with an overall value of €34.6m. 

In February 2019, I announced another 20 successful Category 1 projects and 46 Category 
2 projects which will benefit from support from the Fund of €62m, with a total project value of 
€83m.  

For the first call to the Fund only Category 1 projects that had the relevant permissions in 
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place were approved for funding.  The Department is currently finalising a standard process of 
due diligence with successful applicants. Part of the process  will be to confirm that projects are 
indeed ready to proceed with all consents in place as applicants have stated.  

Category 2 proposals are projects that need further development to enable them to be po-
tentially submitted as Category 1 proposals in future calls to the Fund and were not required to 
shovel-ready at that point - with consents in place. 

Table 1 sets out the list of successful Category 1 projects to the first call under the Fund. 

Table 2 sets out the list of successful Category 2 projects.  

Table 1.  List of Successful Category 1 Projects

 

Successful Lead Applicant Project Title Sum of RRDF Funding (€)
Ballyhoura Development 
CLG 

Glenbrohane Local Hub, 
Murroe Community Hub

4,442,820

Carlow County Council Borris Railway Viaduct 654,820
Cavan County Council Cootehill Industrial Estate 867,174
Clare County Council Lahinch Seaworld and Town 

Upgrade Project
2,860,000

Clare County Council Vandeleur Estate 1,720,000
Clare County Council Loop Head Visitor Attrac-

tion
868,500

Clare County Council Ennistymon Innovation 
Centre

1,023,300

Coillte International Mountain Bik-
ing   Project

10,262,900

Cork County Council Kinsale Library Project 2,157,375
Department of Culture, 
Heritage   and the Gaeltacht

National Parks 3,915,000

Donegal County Council Swan Park, Buncrana 1,728,042
Galway County Council Athenry/Bia Innovator 3,554,000
IRD Duhallow CLG Banteer Amenity Project 1,128,000
Kerry County Council Valentia Trans-Atlantic 

Cable Station
1,270,000

Kildare County Council Athy/Ernest Shackleton   
Project

2,707,500

Kilkenny County Council Thomastown Regeneration 2,080,486
Kilkenny County Council Callan Town Regeneration 561,750
Limerick City and County 
Council

Great Southern Greenway 
Limerick

2,724,657

Longford County Council Historic Granard Motte 
Project

2,872,434

Longford County Council Edgeworthstown  Regenera-
tion

1,269,019

Louth County Council Ardee Castle 2,147,000
Mayo County Council Ballinrobe Regeneration 825,000
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Successful Lead Applicant Project Title Sum of RRDF Funding (€)
Monaghan County Council Castleblayney Enterprise 

Centre
2,138,560

Office of Public Works Emo Court 1,200,000
Roscommon County Coun-
cil

Boyle Regeneration 1,705,705

Roscommon County Coun-
cil

An Chistin Project 1,545,000

Roscommon Integrated   De-
velopment Company Ltd

An Bealach Project 1,656,750

Sligo County Council The Yeats Trail, National 
Centre of Excellence for 
Surfing

1,115,752

Sligo LEADER Partnership 
CLG

Claremorris Indoor Sports 
Facility

2,100,000

TEAGASC Johnstown Castle & Gardens 658,696
Tipperary County Council Tipperary Town Regenera-

tion
600,000

Údarás na Gaeltachta gteic Hubs 2,843,949
Western Development Com-
mission

DigiWest 644,734

Western Development Com-
mission

Tullycross Residential Edu-
cation Centre

1,728,000 

Table 2. List of Successful Category 2 Projects

Successful Lead Applicant Project Title Sum of RRDF Funding (€)
OPW Altmont House and Gardens 450,000
Cavan County Council Ballyjamesduff Regenera-

tion Strategy
90,000

Cavan County Council Cootehill Technology Park 56,000
Clare County Council Inis Cealtra Island 920,500
Clare County Council Doolin Pier 465,571
Fáilte Ireland Wild Atlantic Way 666,300
Avondhu Blackwater part-
nership CLG

Rathcormac Strategy for 
Development

122,025

Cork County Council Ballydesmond 56,250
Cork County Council Digital Innovation Hub 

Strategy
206,168

OPW Anne’s Grove 375,000
Údarás na Gaeltachta Coláiste Íosagáin Campus 180,000
Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology

Ocean Innovation Centre 
Ireland

293,436

Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht - 
NPWS

Ireland’s National Parks 1,466,250

Galway County Council Dunmore Regeneration 960,909
Galway County Council Tuam Regeneration Strategy 175,000
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Successful Lead Applicant Project Title Sum of RRDF Funding (€)
Galway County Council Kinvara Boardwalk and 

Walkway
124,781

Kerry   County Council Ceann   Mara Net Factory 
Development

275,000

Údarás na Gaeltachta Dingle Workhouse Master-
plan

415,000

Údarás na Gaeltachta Baile na Fheirtéaraigh De-
velopment

292,500

Údarás na Gaeltachta Úibh  Ráthach Action Plan 174,351
Kildare  County Council Monasterevin Town Centre 

Regeneration
78,000

Kildare County Council Athy Town Centre Regen-
erations

80,000

Kilkenny   LEADER Part-
nership

Community Shops, Kilken-
ny 

60,000

Leitrim   County Council Smart Green Mohill 37,500
Limerick   City and County 
Council

West Limerick Tourism 
Gateway

330,000

Louth   County Council Ardee Regeneration 526,744
Mayo County Council Cycle Network 75,000
Mayo County Council Tourism Experiences 56,000
Geological Survey Ireland Geopark Development 969,387
Meath County Council Boyne Navigation and Gre-

enway
845,250

Meath County Council Community Facilities, En-
field

726,000

Meath County Council Trim Castle 262,500
Meath County Council Kells Heritage Development 210,000
Monaghan County Council Carrickmacross Town Cen-

tre Renewal
632,000

Monaghan County Council Ballybay Regeneration 410,400
Monaghan County Council Clones Regeneration 377,250
Waterways Ireland The Clones Terminus 325,000
Offaly County Council Edenderry Masterplan 75,000
Roscommon  Integrated De-
velopment Company Ltd

Creative Studios, Ballagh-
darreen

20,250

Sligo County Council The Cliff Bath House 131,250
Waterford Leader Partner-
ship

Blackwater River Valley 128,842

Westmeath County Council Kinnegad Regeneration 600,000
Wexford County Council Esmonde Street, Gorey 95,224
Wexford County Council Market   House Gorey 429,145
Wexford County Council Enterprise Hub New Ross 328,407
Wexford County Council Ferrycarraig and the Hook 

Peninsuala
€1,087,270
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06/03/2019WRN05400Civil Registration Service

06/03/2019WRN05500285. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the recruitment, training and qualification process for celebrants of weddings and similar 
services; her views on whether the role would benefit from a standardised qualification; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [11188/19]

06/03/2019WRN05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Section 53 of the Civil Registration Act 2004 provides that An tArd-Chláraitheoir (Registrar 
General) shall establish and maintain a Register of Solemnisers to solemnise marriages.  The 
Registrar General has no role in the recruitment, training, or qualification process for marriage 
solemnisers.  This is a matter for the individual bodies that may apply, under section 54 of the 
Act, to have a person entered in the Register of Solemnisers.  These bodies are: the Health Ser-
vice Executive, a religious body, or a secular body, as defined in section 45 of the Act.

06/03/2019WRN05700Employment Rights

06/03/2019WRN05800286. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if her attention has been drawn to the situation of contracted employees of a company (details 
supplied); and the assistance that can be provided. [10974/19]

06/03/2019WRN05900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has not received any correspondence or communication in relation to the matter 
referred to and therefore it would be inappropriate for me to comment on this specific issue. 

There is an extensive range of legislation in Ireland which protects the employment rights of 
workers in relation to employment contracts and related matters.  It is the responsibility of the 
employer in the first instance to ensure that their employees receive their employment rights. 

Where an employee considers that their rights have been breached, the individual can bring 
a claim under the appropriate legislation to the Workplace Relations Commission.  In addition, 
the WRC is responsible for monitoring a range of employment rights through its Inspection 
Service.

The Workplace Relations Customer Service Section can be contacted at Lo-call: 1890 80 80 
90 or via its website www.workplacerelations.ie.  The Single Complaint Form for submitting 
complaints regarding breaches of employment rights is also available at www.workplacerela-
tions.ie  .

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/03/2019WRN06000Working Family Payment Payments

06/03/2019WRN06100287. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when payment will issue pertaining to a working family payment application by a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10993/19]

06/03/2019WRN06200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children. In order to qualify for WFP, an applicant 
must be engaged in full-time paid employment as an employee for not less than 38 hours per 
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fortnight. WFP is not payable while an applicant is in receipt of Illness Benefit (IB) at the time 
of application. 

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 24th August 2018. 

Their application was disallowed on 21 December 2018 as they were in receipt of IB and 
therefore did not satisfy the above employment condition.

However, following receipt of updated information from the person concerned, WFP was 
awarded with effect from 11 October 2018 to 09 October 2019.   The first weekly payment and 
all arrears owing were issued to their nominated bank account on 28 February 2019. 

The person concerned was notified of this decision on 25 February 2019 and of their right 
of review and appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRN06300Disability Allowance Applications Waiting Times

06/03/2019WRN06400288. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the length of time it is taking to process disability allowance applications; and the number 
of applications waiting to be processed. [10995/19]

06/03/2019WRN06500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): My Department is committed to making decisions on entitlement 
as quickly as possible.  

In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying conditions can take 
longer to process.  Before a decision can be made on entitlement to disability allowance (DA), 
evidence must be provided in respect of the person’s medical condition, the extent to which it 
restricts them from taking up employment, their means and their habitual residency.  

In January 2019, the average waiting time for new DA applications was 14 weeks and the 
number of applications waiting to be processed was 5,374. Work is on-going to improve these 
times and reduce the claims on hand. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRN06600Invalidity Pension Applications

06/03/2019WRN06700289. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application by a person (details supplied); when a decision is likely; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10996/19]

06/03/2019WRN06800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension 
with effect from 31 January 2019.  Payment will issue to his nominated post office on 14 
March 2019.  Any arrears due from 31 January 2019 to 14 March 2019 will issue as soon as 
possible.  The gentleman in question was notified of this decision on 27 February 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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06/03/2019WRN06900Disability Allowance Applications

06/03/2019WRN07000290. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); 
and when they can expect a decision on their case. [11009/19]

06/03/2019WRN07100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 19 December 2018. The first payment will be made by his chosen payment method 
on 20 March 2019.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is cal-
culated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRN07200Labour Activation Programmes Data

06/03/2019WRN07300291. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of referrals for sanctions that have been made in each of the years since 2015 by 
those made by JobPath providers and elsewhere in other activation programmes, respectively; 
and the number of referrals implemented by deciding officers by JobPath providers and those 
made elsewhere in activation processes, respectively. [11030/19]

06/03/2019WRN07400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
data sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  My department will be in contact with the 
Deputy’s office to discuss what is required and how that may be provided.

06/03/2019WRO00200JobPath Data

06/03/2019WRO00300292. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of cases in which penalty rates applied within the referrals for sanctions imple-
mented; the number of cases in which disqualifications or disallowances were implemented 
by JobPath providers and in other activation programmes, respectively; and the processes un-
dertaken to ensure that the escalation from penalty rates to disqualifications is appropriate and 
justified. [11031/19]

06/03/2019WRO00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
data sought by the Deputy is not readily available.  My department will be in contact with the 
Deputy’s office to discuss what is required and how that may be provided.

06/03/2019WRO00500JobPath Data

06/03/2019WRO00600293. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of cases in which JobPath providers provide relevant statements from the client 
within the total number of referrals for sanctions; the number of cases in which deciding offi-
cers requested more information from JobPath providers; and the number of those that resulted 
in the eventual implementation of sanctions. [11032/19]

06/03/2019WRO00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
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jobseeker may provide to a Deciding Officer of the Department any evidence he or she feels 
is relevant to their case, including whether they had good cause for non-engagement when a 
Deciding Officer is considering the application of a penalty rate.  Furthermore, a Deciding Of-
ficer may contact a Jobseeker by phone or arrange to meet with the Jobseeker to discuss their 
circumstances before making a decision in relation to the application of a penalty rate.  All evi-
dence provided by the Jobseeker is taken into account when making such decisions.  However, 
statistical data in relation to these communications are not available.  If a jobseeker is dissatis-
fied with a decision to apply a penalty rate he or she may appeal the decision to the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals Office.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/03/2019WRO00800JobPath Data

06/03/2019WRO00900294. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of jobseekers who had sanctions applied as a result of failure to attend meetings and 
to avail of suitable education, training or development opportunities or specified employment 
programmes and schemes under the JobPath programme. [11033/19]

06/03/2019WRO01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Penalty rates were introduced as a means of encouraging jobseekers to engage with activation 
measures and co-operate with efforts of the Department to assist them in securing employment.  
The Department is committed, under Pathways to Work, to incentivise the take-up of activation 
opportunities, including implementing sanctions for failure to engage.  

 The legislation underpinning the application of penalty rates is provided for in the Social 
Welfare Act, 2010. JobPath providers and other contracted services cannot in any circumstanc-
es apply a penalty rate or recommend that a penalty rate be applied.  Seetec and Turas Nua 
inform the Department of non-engagement with their service where a Deciding Officer of the 
Department then examines all the facts and circumstances of the case.  Only then is a penalty 
rate applied if appropriate and in line with the legislation. Penalty rates can only be applied by a 
Deciding Officer of my Department in specific circumstances and not on foot of a recommenda-
tion from Seetec or Turas Nua.   

In all cases where a JobPath customer has been penalty rated, full payment is restored im-
mediately upon re-engagement with JobPath. When a penalty rate is applied a new appointment 
is scheduled to afford the Jobseeker an opportunity to engage.  

Penalty rates are only applied as a last resort.  If dissatisfied with any decision of the De-
ciding Officer, it is open to the Jobseeker to appeal to the independent Social Welfare Appeals 
Office.

The total number of Jobseekers who engaged with JobPath since its inception until end of 
January 2019 was 205,184 and the total number of sanctions applied to Jobseekers who en-
gaged with the service in the same period was 14,000. These sanctions may have been applied 
in a range of circumstances including failure to attend activation meetings and failure to avail 
of suitable education, training or development opportunities which were considered appropriate 
to the person’s circumstances.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/03/2019WRO01100Invalidity Pension Data
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06/03/2019WRO01200295. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of invalidity pension applications to date; the processing times of applications; 
the volume of applications being dealt with to date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [11086/19]

06/03/2019WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

In January 2019, a total of 1,191 applications for IP were received and 1,249 applications 
were processed.  The average time taken to process a new IP claim in January was seven weeks.  
The Department is committed to ensuring that claims are processed as expeditiously as pos-
sible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRO01400Exceptional Needs Payment Applications

06/03/2019WRO01500296. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the relevant forms for exceptional needs payment for the purpose of a funeral 
bill will be sent to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[11101/19]

06/03/2019WRO01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned met with the Designated Officer and has been provided with immediate in-
come support as appropriate to her circumstances.  She was also advised of the application 
process for an exceptional needs payment in respect of funeral expenses and the relevant ap-
plication forms were sent to her on 1/3/2019.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/03/2019WRO01700Carer’s Allowance Data

06/03/2019WRO01800297. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of carer’s allowance applications to date; the processing times for such applica-
tions; the volume of applications being dealt with to date; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [11106/19]

06/03/2019WRO01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is detailed in respect of carer’s allowance is detailed in the 
tabular statement.

The number of carer’s allowance claims registered, cleared, pending and the average time 
to award at the end of January 2019.  

 Claims registered Claims cleared  Claims pending Average time to 
award(weeks) 

 1,325  2,887 3,911  16

06/03/2019WRO02000Departmental Advertising Expenditure
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06/03/2019WRO02100298. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details 
supplied) in 2018 and to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [11120/19]

06/03/2019WRO02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department administers over 70 separate schemes and services, which affect the lives of almost 
every person in the State.  The Department is committed to ensuring that members of the public 
are fully aware of the welfare supports and services that are available to them, and public infor-
mation campaigns, including print, radio and promotion via social media and online advertis-
ing, are an important part of this work. 

Details of all social media and online (digital) media advertising costs in 2018 and to date 
in 2019, broken down by campaign, are detailed as follows:

Advertising Costs

Campaigns 2018 Social Media Costs 
(incl. VAT) &  Plat-
form

Digital/On-
line Advertising(incl. 
VAT)

Total (incl. VAT)

Low Pay Commis-
sion*

Nil €3,690 €3,690

Jobsweek 2018 €2,126.14 (Face-
book adverts for 
key recruitment/
jobs event )

Nil €2,126.14

Dundalk Jobs Fair €983.94 (Facebook 
ads for Dundalk 
Jobsfair event)

Nil €983.94

False Self-employ-
ment

€2,460 (Twitter Ads) €12,423 €14,883

Totals: €5,570.08 €16,113 €21,683.08
Advertising Costs

Campaigns 2019 Social Media Ad. 
Costs (incl. VAT) & 
Platform

Digital/On-
line Advertising(incl. 
VAT)

Total (incl. VAT)

National Min. Wage Nil €7,365.79 €7,365.79
Low Pay Commis-
sion*

Nil €4,100.34 €4,100.34

MyWelfare.ie** €6,150 (Twitter) €18,450 €24,600
Totals €6,150 €29,916.13 €36,066.13
 * These invoices were paid by the Low Pay Commission.

** In 2019 to-date, my Department has a committed spend for the promotion of MyWelfare.
ie services of €6,150 incl. VAT on social media (Twitter) and €18,450 incl. VAT in other digital/
online ads.  These costs have not yet been billed to DEASP.

06/03/2019WRO02300Departmental Advertising Expenditure
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06/03/2019WRO02400299. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency 
regarding social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; the 
amount spent by company; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11137/19]

06/03/2019WRO02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
can confirm that my Department has not engaged or consulted with a public relations online 
advertising agency regarding social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 or 
2019.

Part of my Department’s work includes developing public information campaigns - designed 
to enhance public awareness of the Department’s wide range of schemes and services and any 
important changes. As part of this work it engages a design agency to develop advertising 
content, and a media buying agency to purchase advertising space across a range of media, as 
required. The design agency was appointed following a public tendering process on E-tenders. 
The media buying agency was appointed via an Office of Government Procurement framework 
competition.  

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRO02600Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/03/2019WRO02700300. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on the review of a carer’s allowance application in respect 
of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[11173/19]

06/03/2019WRO02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the person concerned must be providing full-time care 
and attention.

Full-time care and attention does not necessarily mean 24 hours in each day. Full-time care 
and attention can be considered to apply where there is an on-going and daily commitment by 
the carer and which also generally results in the carer not being able to support him/herself 
through normal full-time employment.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
21 September 2018. 

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding offi-
cer decided that although the person concerned is providing a certain level of care, they are not 
providing full-time care and attention.

The person concerned was notified on 9 Jan 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
her right of review and appeal. 

The person concerned requested a review of that decision on 22 January 2019. The review 
is currently underway and once complete, the person concerned will be notified directly of the 
outcome.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRO02900Social Welfare Code

06/03/2019WRO03000301. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to extend the entitlement of a widow and widower to a non-married couple 
who are in a long-term stable relationship; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[11174/19]

06/03/2019WRO03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Widows/Widowers/Surviving Civil Partners Contributory Pension (WCP)  is paid to the hus-
band, wife or civil partner of a deceased person, and is a weekly pension, available to those who 
satisfy the necessary PRSI contribution conditions, either on their own record or on that of the 
deceased spouse, subject to certain criteria. 

The legal context governing relationships such as marriage is regulated by the Minister for 
Justice and Equality.  Entering into a marriage or civil partnership is a legal act, which confers 
both rights and obligations on both parties that do not exist in law between co-habiting couples.  
Widows, widowers and surviving civil partners, on becoming bereaved, therefore, lose some-
one who had those legal duties towards them, and the social welfare code may recognise this by 
providing a pension to them, subject to certain conditions.

It was for these reasons that the social welfare supports for widows and widowers were 
extended to surviving civil partners from 1 January 2011, when the provisions of the Civil Part-
nership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 came into force.

Aside from the wider legal issues regarding the status of marriage and civil partnerships, 
which is a much broader policy area than its implications under the remit of my department, ex-
tending the current provisions to people who have not undertaken equivalent legal obligations 
would carry significant costs, and would also raise significant issues about criteria if it were to 
be based upon co-habitation. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRO03200Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/03/2019WRO03300302. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on the review of further medical evidence submitted in sup-
port of a carer’s allowance application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11175/19]

06/03/2019WRO03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or 
an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. An increased 
payment can be made where full-time care is being provided to two people.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 20 February 2018 in 
respect of two care recipients. 

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the person being cared for must require full-time care 
and attention. 
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This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continuous supervision 
in order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least 
twelve months.

The evidence submitted in support of these applications was examined and the deciding 
officer decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was 
satisfied for either care recipient.

The person concerned was notified on 12 July 2018 of these decisions, the reasons for them 
and of her right of review and appeal.   

My department was notified on 15 October 2018 that the person concerned had appealed 
these decisions to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  Submissions in support of these 
decisions were prepared on 2 March 2019 and were forwarded along with the files to the SWAO 
for determination.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRO03500Disability Allowance Eligibility

06/03/2019WRO03600303. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the HSE blind welfare allowance is means deductible for a person seeking a dis-
ability benefit if section 12 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2008 amends the Social 
Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 and thereby entitles recipients of the disability allowance to 
receive the blind welfare allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11176/19]

06/03/2019WRO03700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Blind Welfare Allowance (BWA) is a means-tested payment 
from the Health Service Executive (HSE) to people who are blind or visually impaired. The al-
lowance is paid to eligible people from 18 years of age.

BWA is considered as means when applying for Disability Allowance (DA) and means are 
calculated in accordance with Part 2 of Schedule 3 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 
2005 as amended. All cash income to the person (and, where relevant, to the person’s spouse, 
civil partner or cohabitant) is assessed except for specific exclusions.  

Any change to the current arrangements would be expected to have budgetary implications 
and would need to be considered in an overall budgetary context.

06/03/2019WRO03800Working Family Payment Applications

06/03/2019WRO03900304. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will issue on a working family payment review for a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11179/19]

06/03/2019WRO04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children. In order to qualify for WFP, an applicant 
must be engaged in full-time paid employment as an employee for not less than 38 hours per 
fortnight. 
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The Working Family Payment of the person concerned was due for renewal from 23 Janu-
ary 2019 and as she did not satisfy the above condition at the time of renewal her claim was 
disallowed.

The applicant sent in a letter of appeal dated 13 February 2019 seeking a review.  My De-
partment wrote to the customer and requested a schedule of hours worked for 2018 and her two 
most recent payslips. This information has not been received to date but following the Deputy’s 
Question an official of the Department contacted the person concerned by telephone and re-
quested the information again. 

Once this information has been received the claim will be reviewed.  

I trust this clarifies the matter.

06/03/2019WRO04100Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/03/2019WRO04200305. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a full rate carer’s allow-
ance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11182/19]

06/03/2019WRO04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

The person concerned has been in receipt of a half-rate CA since 4 October 2012 as her hus-
band has been claiming an increase for a qualified adult on his farm assist payment in respect of 
her.  On 24 January 2019 she requested a  re-assessment of her CA entitlement as her husband 
has returned to work and ceased to claim farm assist.

As his means from employment may affect that entitlement, a full means re-assessment is 
being carried out.  As part of the re-assessment, additional financial information was requested 
from the person concerned on 4 March 2019.  Once the information is received the re-assess-
ment will be processed without delay and she will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRO04400Invalidity Pension Applications

06/03/2019WRO04500306. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an invalidity pension will be awarded for a person (details supplied). [11225/19]

06/03/2019WRO04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP from the gentleman concerned on 7 November 2018.  
His claim was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not 
satisfied.  He was notified on 08 January 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right 
of review and appeal.
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He requested a review of this decision and submitted further medical evidence and support-
ing documentation on 28 January 2019 in support of his request.  Following a review of all the 
information available the deciding officer (DO) is satisfied that the conditions for the scheme 
are satisfied. 

On 5 March 2019, the DO requested that the gentleman concerned provide details of his 
preferred payment method which were omitted from the claim form and complete a declaration 
to claim an increase for a living alone allowance.  Upon receipt of same, the IP claim will be 
finalised and he will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/03/2019WRO04700State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

06/03/2019WRO04800307. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the pension entitlements of persons who had periods outside of the tax system; 
and if all pensioners who are having reassessments carried out have been communicated with 
at this stage. [11275/19]

06/03/2019WRO04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records of 
pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate state pension (contribu-
tory) entitlement based on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments are being reviewed 
under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation.  Provision has also 
been made for HomeCaring Periods for those who took time out of the workplace to parent 
children or care for individuals.  

Information letters have issued to around 79,000 pensioners who were awarded state pen-
sion (contributory) prior to 31 December 2018, which explains the review process.  The infor-
mation letter also explains that not all pensioners included in the review will be requested to 
provide additional information.  Wherever possible my Department will use information al-
ready held to process the reviews.  

 In January 2019, almost 24,000 requests for additional information were issued, with more 
requests expected to issue over the coming weeks.  These requests include details on how to 
provide the requested information using the Department’s online services, with a dedicated 
telephone number provided to support and assist pensioners making their applications.  Provi-
sion has also been made for those who do not have access to a personal computer, or the inter-
net, who can use the dedicated line to request paper forms.   

Following on from my signing the necessary Regulations on 13 February 2019, which to-
gether with provisions in the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018 allows 
the increased payments to be made, the first review outcomes have issued.  Outcomes, in writ-
ing, will issue to all pensioners included in the review over the coming months.  Due to the 
numbers involved, it will take a number of months to complete the reviews.  Over 100 tempo-
rary staff have been recruited to help with this work. 

Where due, adjustments to increased rates of payment will be made without delay and will 
include arrears backdated to 30 March 2018, or the person’s 66th  birthday if later.  Where pen-
sion rates do not increase as a result of this review, the person will continue to be paid at their 
existing rate.  No one will be worse off as a result of this review.  

Reviews will continue to be processed until all identified pensioners receive a review out-
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come in writing.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRO05000Local Authority Housing

06/03/2019WRO05100308. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that there is a three bedroom house vacant or 
void at a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10981/19]

06/03/2019WRO05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Housing Acts, the management and maintenance of housing stock is, in the first in-
stance, a matter for each individual local authority. My Department provides exchequer support 
to the local authorities across a number of programmes to support their work in maintaining 
and improving their social housing stock but, in all cases, it is the local authorities that identify 
priority works.

I understand from the local authority involved, that they are in the process of tendering for 
repairs and upgrades to be carried out on the property referred to the Deputy, following which 
the property will be allocated to an applicant on the housing transfer list.

06/03/2019WRO05300Home Loan Scheme

06/03/2019WRO05400309. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if he will consider freedom of market choice in terms of the mortgage protection insurance in 
the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme in view of the fact that some persons are paying ten 
times the market value; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11039/19]

06/03/2019WRO05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Local Authority Mortgage Protection Insurance scheme is a group scheme.  It is a require-
ment that all borrowers of local authority housing loans, including the Rebuilding Ireland Home 
Loan, who meet the eligibility criteria, join the scheme. Where a prospective borrower fails to 
qualify under the local authority MPI scheme, they must source comparable and alternative 
adequate cover elsewhere and provide evidence of this cover to the local authority.

The scheme provides an appropriate level of insurance cover to those who wish to avail of 
the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. It offers a number of additional features over and above the 
standard MPI products available on the market. Standard MPI schemes are individually priced, 
based on an applicant’s age, amongst other factors, whereas the local authority MPI scheme is a 
group arrangement, offering a single group rate per €1,000 sum assured to all participants in the 
scheme. The scheme also provides other benefits over standard MPI schemes. These include the 
payment of mortgage repayments if there is a valid claim as a result of disability; an additional 
payment of €3,000 in the event of a member’s death, separate to life cover; and members are 
also covered for death up to age 75 rather than 65 as is the case under standard MPI cover.  

To change the conditions of the scheme to allow borrowers to opt out would have a negative 
impact on it and increase the cost for all remaining borrowers. It would also increase the risk to 
local authorities and could therefore increase the cost of borrowing in the future. 

06/03/2019WRO05600Social and Affordable Housing Provision
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06/03/2019WRO05700310. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the initial sites selected for the scheme following the €25 million serviced sites fund 
announced in budget 2018 as reflected in a statement (details supplied) by local authority and 
location; the number of homes targeted; the site on which construction has started for such af-
fordable homes; the number of homes involved to date; and the amount of funding sanctioned 
for each local authority for initial sites provided for affordable housing from the fund in tabular 
form. [11108/19]

06/03/2019WRO05800311. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the development and construction status of each local authority site for affordable 
housing under the serviced sites fund announcement as per a statement (details supplied) in 
tabular form. [11109/19]

06/03/2019WRO05900312. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the status of each of the five local authority sites that were previously under active con-
sideration for affordable housing under the serviced sites fund as per an announcement (details 
supplied). [11110/19]

06/03/2019WRO06000313. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of direct meetings he or his officials have had with each local authority in 
2018 and to date in 2019 regarding the call for proposals with regard to the affordable housing 
serviced sites fund since circular APH 1/2018 issued, in tabular form. [11111/19]

06/03/2019WRO06100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 310 to 313, inclusive, together.

In order to support the affordable housing programmes of local authorities, the Government 
has committed €310 million, over the three years 2019 to 2021, under the Serviced Sites Fund 
(SSF) announced as part of Budget 2019. The funding is available for key facilitating infra-
structure, on public lands, to support the provision of affordable homes to purchase or rent. I 
envisage a maximum amount of SSF funding of €50,000 per affordable home and on this basis, 
at least 6,200 affordable homes could be facilitated. 

On 11 December 2018, I issued approval in principle for ten infrastructure projects across 
five local authority areas, in Dublin and Cork, under the first call for proposals. The first tranche 
of funding of €43 million will enable delivery of 1,400 affordable homes on local authority 
lands. I expect infrastructure works on these projects to begin as soon as possible in 2019 and 
delivery of affordable homes from 2020 onwards. Details of the projects are set out in Table 1. 

There are five further projects under active consideration by my Department, with the po-
tential to facilitate the delivery of an additional 230 affordable homes. Details of these sites are 
set out in Table 2. 

All local authorities have been requested to carry out economic assessments of the require-
ment for affordable housing in their areas and the viability to deliver such affordable housing 
from their sites. As part of the process my Department hosted a workshop for local authorities 
on 8th November 2018,  to discuss these issues. A second call for proposals under the SSF will 
be made shortly. The scope of that call will be influenced by the information received from local 
authorities, as part of the aforementioned assessments.

An important factor in the allocation of funding under the SSF is the capacity to translate 
that funding into a discount on the affordable homes. In addition, local authorities must con-
sider the market price of similar homes on sale locally in the  private market and the level of dis-
count on market price envisaged, which will be required under the Affordable Purchase Scheme 



6 March 2019

147

terms. The objective is to maximise the benefits from public money by funding the best value 
for money proposals possible. My Department continues to engage pro-actively with local au-
thorities regarding these issues and meets with local authorities, individually and collectively, 
in a range of different formations, on a regular basis, in relation to their housing programmes. In 
the coming weeks, officials from my Department will be meeting with the local authorities who 
received approval under the first call in relation to the development of these sites.  

Table 1: List of (ten) proposals that have received approval in principle

Local Author-
ity

Project/Loca-
tion

Total Provi-
sional Cost 
of Propos-
al(100%)€

Provisional   
Exchequer 
Grant Amount 
(89%)€

Provisional 
Local Author-
ity Contribu-
tion(11%)€

Type of 
Infrastructure 
proposed

Afford-
able  Housing 
Potential

Total (Social 
& Afford-
able) Housing 
Potential

Cork County Glanmire €1,500,000 €1,335,000 €165,000 Cycle way; 
foul-pumping 
station; 
pedestrian 
bridge; road 
widening; and 
streetscape   
enhancement

20 77

Cork City Boherboy 
Road

€4,968,366 €4,421,846 €546,520 Crèche and 
associated 
site develop-
ment/ancil-
lary works 
to include 
realignment 
of   existing 
public road 
to enhance 
vehicular ac-
cessibility

103 147

Cork City Kilmore Road, 
Churchfield

€1,410,551 €1,255,390 €155,160 Relocation 
of 800mm 
diameter wa-
ter main and 
public road 
realignment

21 21

Dublin City Cherry Or-
chard

€7,645,415 €6,804,419 €840,996 Diversion of 
ESB networks 
underground 
service; Irish 
Water foul 
main to open 
up western   
boundary 
of site for 
development, 
as well as the 
new link road 
and access   
roads, with 
associated 
new utility 
infrastructure 
to proposed 
new housing 
with off-street 
parking 
to houses, 
and surface 
parking to 
apartment 
buildings

183 183
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Local Author-
ity

Project/Loca-
tion

Total Provi-
sional Cost 
of Propos-
al(100%)€

Provisional   
Exchequer 
Grant Amount 
(89%)€

Provisional 
Local Author-
ity Contribu-
tion(11%)€

Type of 
Infrastructure 
proposed

Afford-
able  Housing 
Potential

Total (Social 
& Afford-
able) Housing 
Potential

Dublin City Balbutcher, 
Ballymun

€4,135,351 €3,680,462 €454,889 Diversion 
of ESB 
Networks 
underground 
service and 
remove both 
an Irish Water 
potable   water 
and foul sewer 
along with an 
Eir service 
coupled with 
construction 
of new access 
roads.

74 74

Dublin City Sillogue, Bal-
lymun

€3,975,000 €3,537,750 €437,250 Service 
diversions for 
storm water, 
foul water, 
Gas Networks 
Ireland and 
Eir; removal 
of redundant 
IW potable 
water service’ 
provision of 
new road, 
footpaths and 
associated 
services to 
provide street 
frontage

83 83

DLR Enniskerry 
Road

€4,537,576 €4,038,443 €499,133 Storm water 
management 
system; foul 
drains; roads, 
paths, pav-
ings; public 
amenity park; 
resource 
centre; district 
heating sys-
tem.

50 155

Fingal Church Fields, 
Mulhuddart

€11,000,000 €9,790,000 €1,210,000 Extension 
of Wellview 
Ave to the 
roundabout 
at Damas-
town Avenue 
thereby estab-
lishing it   as 
main the dis-
tributor route; 
upgrading 
of Wellview 
Avenue from 
roundabout at 
Lady’s Well 
Road to where 
currently ends 
at Wellview 
Green.

753 1255

Fingal Dun   Emer, 
Lusk

€1,500,000 €1,335,000 €165,000 Construction 
of Kilhedge 
Lane, includ-
ing provision 
for associ-
ated civil and 
utility services 
infrastructure

74 99
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Local Author-
ity

Project/Loca-
tion

Total Provi-
sional Cost 
of Propos-
al(100%)€

Provisional   
Exchequer 
Grant Amount 
(89%)€

Provisional 
Local Author-
ity Contribu-
tion(11%)€

Type of 
Infrastructure 
proposed

Afford-
able  Housing 
Potential

Total (Social 
& Afford-
able) Housing 
Potential

Fingal Hackettstown,   
Skerries

€2,198,667 €1,956,814 €241,853 Upgrade 
of Golf 
Links Road 
including 
widening and 
reconstruction 
of same; road   
connection to 
include new 
bridge from 
Phase 1 lands 
(to North of 
site) to the   
Fingal County 
Council lands 
to the South; 
new North/
South access 
road to be   
designed as an 
urban street 
with hard and 
soft landscap-
ing,

49 98

Total  €42,870,926 €38,155,124 €4,715,801  1410 2192

Table 2: List of (five) proposals still under active consideration at this stage

Local Authority Project/ Loca-
tion

Total Cost of 
Proposal Sub-
mitted

Afford-
able Housing 
Potential

Total (Social 
& Afford-
able) Housing 
Potential

Fingal Cappagh €3,552,500 122 203
Galway City Bóthar an 

Choiste
€2,174,128 45 45

Kildare Newtown, Cel-
bridge

€300,000 10 36

Meath Tailteann Drive, 
Navan

€1,662,729 33 33

Wicklow Lott Lane, 
Kilcoole

€380,000 24 120

Total  €8,069,357 234 437

06/03/2019WRO06500Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRO06600314. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details 
supplied) in 2018 and to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [11124/19]

06/03/2019WRO06700315. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency 
regarding social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; the 
amount spent by company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11141/19]

06/03/2019WRO06800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
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propose to take Questions Nos. 314 and 315 together.

Press and public relations functions, including the placing of advertisements, are generally 
undertaken by my Department’s Press Office. The engagement of external expertise is only 
considered where the issues involved require expert skills or capabilities that are not readily 
available within my Department. 

The details requested in relation to expenditure for the period 1 January 2018 to 19 De-
cember 2018 have previously been provided in replies to Questions Nos. 625 of 2 October 
2018, 667 of 20 November 2018 and 575 of 19 December 2018. The information outstanding 
in respect of the intervening period is currently being collated in my Department and will be 
forwarded to the Deputy in accordance with Standing Orders.

06/03/2019WRO07000Homeless Persons Data

06/03/2019WRO07100316. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of deaths that have occurred in homeless accommodation units in each of 
the years since 2015, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11211/19]

06/03/2019WRO07200317. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of deaths that have occurred in homeless family hubs in each of the years 
since 2015, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [11212/19]

06/03/2019WRO07300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 316 and 317 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion and associated services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities. 

The provision of emergency accommodation, including family hubs, is generally contracted 
out by local authorities to NGO homeless service providers.  Local authorities work with these 
service providers to ensure that appropriate supports are in place in all homelessness accom-
modation, including the provision of health supports where required. 

My Department  does not collect the data requested by the Deputy.

06/03/2019WRP00300Údarás na Gaeltachta

06/03/2019WRP00400318. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if Údarás na Gaeltachta has the power to take equity stakes in client companies; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10991/19]

06/03/2019WRP00500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): I wish to advise the Deputy that under the provisions of the Údarás na Gaeltachta 
Act 1979 (as amended), Údarás na Gaeltachta has the power to take equity stakes in client com-
panies and does so occasionally. In that context, Údarás na Gaeltachta has informed me that 
investments are evaluated and made on a case by case basis. 

Under current arrangements and prior to deciding whether or not to make an equity invest-
ment, a client company or potential new client company is required to provide Údarás na Gael-
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tachta with a full business plan which is subjected to a financial  and, if necessary, technical 
assessment. 

All of Údarás na Gaeltachta relevant investment decisions are made having regard to state-
aid rules, including the market investor principle.

06/03/2019WRP00600Commemorative Events

06/03/2019WRP00700319. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to have the remains of persons (details supplied) that were buried within the 
walls of Kilmainham Gaol exhumed and reinterred in Glasnevin Cemetery as part of her work 
on historical commemorations. [11017/19]

06/03/2019WRP00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Minister with responsibility for leading the Decade of Centenaries commemorative programme, 
my priority is to ensure that the Government’s approach to the remembrance of the significant 
historical events and related themes is appropriate, measured, respectful, inclusive and sensitive 
to the different perspectives that exist on the events of this period. 

I have no plans to have the remains of the persons referenced by the Deputy exhumed and 
reinterred in Glasnevin Cemetery.

Kilmainham Gaol is a national monument and, in accordance with Section 14 of the Na-
tional Monuments Act 1930, any proposed exhumation at the monument would require an as-
sociated excavation licence.  Currently there is no application for such a licence with my De-
partment in this case.

06/03/2019WRP00900Architectural Heritage

06/03/2019WRP01000320. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if a school building (details supplied) will be placed on the list of protected structures due 
to its historical significance in education. [11058/19]

06/03/2019WRP01100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
functions, with regard to the protection of our architectural heritage, are set out in the Planning 
and Development Acts, as are the responsibilities of local authorities and owners. 

While I understand the importance of buildings such as the one mentioned to the local com-
munity and its history, the addition to or deletion of a structure from the Record of Protected 
Structures is a reserved function of the planning authority, in this case Dublin City Council.

The Planning and Development Acts give primary responsibility to local authorities to iden-
tify and protect our architectural heritage by including particular structures on their Record of 
Protected Structures (RPS).  Inclusion on the RPS places a duty of care on the owners and oc-
cupiers of protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with develop-
ment proposals affecting them and to seek to safeguard their future.  

I draw on information provided by the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH), 
maintained by my Department, to recommend structures to the planning authorities for inclu-
sion on the RPS. These recommendations are generally made for structures rated by the NIAH 
as being of Regional significance or above.  
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In relation to the building in question, the general area was included in Phase 3 of the NIAH 
survey of Dublin City, which took place in 2013. The building mentioned by the Deputy was 
not the subject of a Ministerial Recommendation. However, it remains open to the local author-
ity to include the building in its Record of Protected Structures, should it decide to do so.

06/03/2019WRP01200Departmental Advertising Expenditure

06/03/2019WRP01300321. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the amount spent on social media advertising and online promoted content (details sup-
plied) in 2018 and to date in 2019, by campaign and social media platform used; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [11117/19]

06/03/2019WRP01400322. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she has engaged and-or consulted with a public relations online advertising agency regarding 
social media advertising and online promoted content in 2018 and to date in 2019; the amount 
spent by company; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11134/19]

06/03/2019WRP01500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 321 and 322 together.

In 2018, expenditure of €66,420 was incurred in respect of social media relating to the 
Creative Ireland Programme. This arose from a comprehensive citizen engagement programme 
(curated and implemented by a contracted digital content agency) to showcase the range and 
depth of Ireland’s cultural and creative offering and to encourage participation in arts and cre-
ative activities as a means of individual, collective and societal well-being. The vision of the 
Creative Ireland Programme is that every person in Ireland should have the opportunity to 
realise their full creative potential. This represents a new approach to creativity and cultural 
policy and therefore requires a sustained ongoing communications programme.   

I am also advised that in 2018 the Culture Ireland Unit engaged Mr. Nik Quaife on a 1 
year contract for the provision of services including a communications strategy for its GB18 
programme, to celebrate and renew Ireland’s cultural relationship with Britain.  Expenditure 
of €51,400 was incurred in respect of these services.

My Department also engaged D’Arcy Marketing and Big O on 2018 at a cost of €17,466 
and €6,125 respectively to promote awareness of the 2018 European Personnel Selection Of-
fice (EPSO) campaign for the recruitment of Irish language translators to the institutions of the 
European Union.  

In addition to the above, further expenditure of €5,535 has been incurred to date in 2019 
by the Creative Ireland Programme and €2,446 by the Culture Ireland unit in respect of social 
media costs. 

Value for money is always an important consideration for my Department when assess-
ing expenditure of this nature.

06/03/2019WRP01700Urban Development

06/03/2019WRP01800323. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht further to Parliamentary Question No. 228 of 13 February 2019, the details of the review 
of the various actions concluded under the Government’s policy on architecture 2009-2015; the 
actions that have been completed; the status of actions 1 to 29 in action on architecture 2002-
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2005; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [11154/19]

06/03/2019WRP01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government Policy on Architecture (GPA) 2009-2015 was the subject of three periodic reports 
which are published on my Department’s website. The policy was also reviewed by way of pre-
sentation and discussion at two conferences, in July 2017 and March 2018. These conferences 
reviewed the policy actions with specific emphasis on reuse of urban buildings and places. 

The GPA 2009-2015 was designed to be implemented via three strands: actions led by the 
Department; an open call for expressions of interest to carry out 20 priority actions; and support 
to enable stakeholders to carry out other actions in the policy. 

Each year until 2016, calls for applications for direct grant aid were issued and projects, 
publications and events were supported. The implementation of many actions was adjusted 
from the initial design in order to address current priorities better, while other actions provided 
a springboard for initiatives by third parties. The outputs are set out in the three reports on the 
policy implementation, mentioned above.

The implementation of Action on Architecture 2002-2005 coincided with the restructuring 
of departments following the general election of 2002, when the responsibilities of the then 
Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands, which had published the policy, were 
divided among a number of departments. A number of actions were carried out by key stake-
holders and those which were not completed were carried forward into the following policy. 

One of the notable successes of the 2002-2005 policy was the establishment of the Irish 
Architecture Foundation. This remains a key partner in promoting public engagement with 
architecture, including by excellent initiatives such as Open House and Architects in Schools. 

06/03/2019WRP02000Architectural Heritage

06/03/2019WRP02100324. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if Ireland is a signatory and is bound by the charter for the conservation of historic towns 
and urban areas, Washington Charter 1987; and if Ireland complies with the principals and 
objectives contained within. [11240/19]

06/03/2019WRP02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
1987 Washington Charter is not an agreement between State parties and there is therefore no 
mechanism for State ratification, signature or accession to it.

Conservation theory and practice is continually evolving and Ireland is guided by the most 
up to date principles and objectives of international best practice.


