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Questions Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, answered orally.

28/02/2019WRA00500Mortgage Book Sales

28/02/2019WRA006008. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the protections offered by the Central 
Bank to mortgage holders whose mortgages have been sold to a vulture fund in circumstances 
in which the owner of the loan rather than the intermediary servicing the loan takes a decision 
to increase the interest rate that applies to the loan, particularly in view of the lack of infor-
mation in regard to the beneficial ownership of the loans transferred by a bank to a company 
(details supplied). [9933/19]

28/02/2019WRA00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Officials in the Department of Finance 
referred the Deputy’s question to the Central Bank of Ireland.  The Central Bank have advised 
the following:

“When a consumer takes out a loan from a regulated lender (“the original lender”) it is 
subject to all the relevant Irish and EU consumer protections.  Most loan agreements include a 
clause that allows the original lender to sell the loan on to another firm. 

“Under the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2018, which 
came into effect on 21 January 2019, if a loan is transferred, the holder of the legal title to the 
credit must now be authorised by the Central Bank as a credit servicing firm.  Such credit ser-
vicing firms must act in accordance with Irish financial services law that applies to ‘regulated 
financial service providers’.  This ensures that consumers, whose loans are sold to another firm, 
maintain the same regulatory protections that they had prior to the sale, including under the 
various statutory Codes of Conduct issued by the Central Bank, such as the Consumer Protec-
tion Code 2012 and the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears 2013 (CCMA).”

“However, while the legislative framework has been expanded to include the regulation of 
both loan owners and credit servicing, this does not give the Central Bank a statutory role in the 
setting of interest rates, which is a commercial decision for each regulated entity.  Credit servic-
ing firms (similar to any regulated lender) are entitled to make certain commercial decisions in 
relation to borrowers outside of the regulatory arena.”

  Questions Nos. 9 to 13, inclusive, answered orally.

28/02/2019WRA00900Insurance Costs

28/02/2019WRA0100014. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Finance when the working group on 
the cost of insurance will complete its work. [9926/19]

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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28/02/2019WRA01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Cost of Insurance Working Group 
is currently implementing the 33 recommendations from the 2017 Report on the Cost of Mo-
tor Insurance and the 15 recommendations from the 2018 Report on the Cost of Employer and 
Public Liability Insurance. 

The seventh Progress Update   was published last November and shows that of the total 
number of 78 separate relevant deadlines within the Action Plans of the two Reports up to the 
end of Q3 2018, 63 relate to actions which have been completed.  

It is envisaged that the next Progress Update   will be published shortly and will concentrate 
in particular on outlining the definitive position in relation to all of the 33 recommendations 
from the Motor Report, as the last of the deadlines within its Action Plan passed at the end of 
2018.  

In respect of the Employers’ Liability/ Public Liability (EL/PL) Report, the vast majority 
of the total of 26 action points which were due for completion during 2018 overall have been 
accomplished.  I am confident that any outstanding action points will be completed in the com-
ing months, along with the three remaining action points with deadlines set for various quarters 
throughout 2019.

The upcoming Progress Update   will also include an additional section providing the up-to-
date status in respect of relevant recommendations from the two reports issued by the Personal 
Injuries Commission.  

Some of the key actions and recommendations which I hope will be implemented in the 
coming months include:

- The Law Reform Commission to formally commence its examination of the possibility of 
capping levels of damages for personal injury actions;

- Progress in relation to delivering interim guidelines relating to appropriate general dam-
ages      award levels for the prioritised soft tissue/whiplash injury category;

- Further consideration by the Garda Commissioner of the establishment of an insurance 
fraud investigation unit within the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau; and

- Publication of the Key Information Report on employer and public liability insurance 
claims.

In conclusion, it is planned at this stage that the Cost of Insurance Working Group project 
will complete its work by the end of the year in accordance with the final deadline in the EL/
PL report.  

28/02/2019WRA01200Tax Code

28/02/2019WRA0130015. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the high income earners’ re-
striction will be amended in view of the fact that as of 2016 almost €100 million in relief carried 
forward could be offset against tax in future. [9846/19]

28/02/2019WRA01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy refers specifically to a fig-
ure of ‘almost €100 million in relief carried forward’ which he suggests could be offset against 
tax in future. I assume the Deputy is referring to the information provided in Row 47 of Table 
3 of the 2016 Revenue report entitled ‘Analysis of High Income Individuals’, specifically with 
regard to the 346 cases where excess relief was carried forward under section 485F of the Taxes 
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Consolidation Act, totalling €97,808,596.  It should be noted that this table refers to the actual 
amounts of specified reliefs, including excess relief, that were used in 2016 by those affected by 
the restriction, not relief which is due to be carried forward in the future. 

The High Income Individuals’ Restriction, was announced in Budget 2006 and came into 
effect from 1 January 2007. The aim of the measure is to limit the use of certain tax reliefs and 
exemptions, known as ‘specified reliefs’, by those on high incomes. Prior to the introduction 
of this restriction, such individuals, by means of the cumulative use of various tax incentive 
reliefs, had been able to reduce their tax liability to very low levels or to zero. The restriction 
works by limiting the total amount of “specified reliefs” that a high income individual can use 
to reduce his or her tax liability in any one tax year.

The restriction, as originally introduced, was designed to ensure that individuals with ad-
justed income exceeding €500,000 paid an effective rate of tax of approximately 20% on that 
income. Where adjusted income was between €250,000 and €500,000, a tapering system en-
sured that there was a graduated introduction of the restriction, with the effective rate of tax 
increasing towards 20% as adjusted income increased towards €500,000. 

In Budget 2010, changes to the restriction from the 2010 tax year were announced. Those 
individuals with adjusted income exceeding €400,000, as a result, now pay an effective income 
tax rate of approximately 30% on that income, while individuals now become subject to the 
restriction and the associated taper, where adjusted income is €125,000 or greater and where 
they claim €80,000 or more in specified reliefs.

The policy intention of the restriction is to seek to improve the balance between promoting 
tax equity in relation to those on high incomes, while at the same time maintaining the incen-
tive effect of the various tax reliefs which were introduced to achieve a particular public good.

In his question, the Deputy makes reference to the provision under section 485F of the re-
striction, which allows for the carry-forward of the total amount of relief not used in a particular 
year as a result of the restriction. This is known as ‘excess relief’. 

Section 485F provides that excess relief can be carried forward to the following year (or 
years) and used as a deduction from the individual’s total income in arriving at his or her taxable 
income for that year. Other relief to which the individual is entitled, including other specified 
reliefs for the particular year, is given priority to the excess relief carried forward. 

Reliefs carried forward as excess relief lose their character in that they are pooled together 
in a single amount and the pooled amount is then treated as a separate tax relief in its own right. 

It should be noted that the pooled excess relief is treated as a ‘specified relief’ in the year 
in which it is used for the purposes of deciding whether the restriction applies in that year. As 
such, the ability to carry-over excess relief does not affect the policy intent of the High Income 
Individuals’ Restriction, which is to ensure that high income individuals are subject to a certain 
minimum effective rate of income tax year-on-year. On that basis, I do not propose to amend 
the restriction as proposed by the Deputy. 

28/02/2019WRA01500Household Debt Statistics

28/02/2019WRA0160016. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the current levels of 
household debt; the way in which his Department monitors and invigilates this area in the wider 
interests of the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9760/19]
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28/02/2019WRA01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Over the last decade, the household 
sector has undergone a significant period of active deleveraging. Since its peak of €204 billion 
in Q3 2008, the level of household debt has decreased by 32 per cent, or €66 billion. At end-Q3 
2018, household debt stood at €137.5 billion, or €28,316 per capita, and is now at its lowest 
level since Q3 2005. 

Irish household debt stood at 48 per cent of GDP in 2017, down from a peak of 117 per cent 
in 2009.  A similar trend is seen when expressed as a share of GNI*, a measure of national in-
come that controls for most of the multinational related distortions to GDP, with household debt 
now standing at 77 per cent of GNI*, down from 147 per cent in year 2009.

Recent data from both the Central Bank of Ireland and the Central Statistics Office indicate 
that the sustainability of household debt in Ireland has also continued to improve. From a peak 
of 215 per cent in Q3 2011, household debt as a share of disposable income has fallen to 126 
per cent in Q3 2018, its lowest level since Q4 2003. 

However it should be noted that although household debt is now broadly back to pre-crisis 
levels, there still exist pockets of high household debt amongst certain households. The Irish 
household sector remain one of the most indebted in the EU. On a household debt per capita 
basis, current data shows that Ireland is the 6th   highest in the EU at €29,000 per person. Thus 
the risk associated with household debt remains an issue which I closely monitor. Indeed many 
policy initiatives introduced in recent years, particularly in the area of mortgage arrears, along 
with Central Bank lending regulations, have had a very positive impact on household debt lev-
els. 

Lastly in considering the role that debt plays in the economy, it is important to note, and also 
not lose sight of the fact that debt performs an important economic function for households and 
businesses, allowing them to spread and smooth their consumption and investment across time. 
Households require debt to purchase assets, entrepreneurs to start businesses, while established 
businesses require debt to invest and expand, all of which promotes economic growth.

28/02/2019WRA01800Insurance Costs

28/02/2019WRA0190017. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Finance the measures taken to meet and 
engage with insurance companies regarding excessive premiums being charged to consumers 
particularly in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; if the possibility of opening up the insurance 
market to new providers in order to increase competitiveness in prices charged for motor insur-
ance has been investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9764/19]

28/02/2019WRA0200037. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the status of measures taken to 
meet and engage with insurance companies here regarding excessive premiums being charged 
to consumers, particularly in counties Cavan and Monaghan. [9769/19]

28/02/2019WRA02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 17 
and 37 together.

As outlined to the Deputy in previous PQ responses (including PQs 7359/19, 48428/18 
and 40780/18), stakeholder consultation formed the foundation upon which the two primary 
reports of the Cost of Insurance Working Group and the accompanying recommendations were 
developed.  This consultation process involved a wide range of stakeholders representing the 
different voices within this sector, including representative bodies, the major individual motor 
insurance providers and interest groups.  The impact of excessive premiums being charged to 
consumers from all counties across the country was a feature of this engagement process with 
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industry.  

In addition, Department officials regularly raise specific issues affecting consumers across 
the country during their ongoing engagement with Insurance Ireland. Furthermore, I have sepa-
rately met with representatives from insurance companies and other stakeholders in relation to 
a number of issues and the problems resulting from high insurance premiums have been dis-
cussed during these engagements.

Quarterly progress updates on the implementation of the Report on the Cost of Motor Insur-
ance and the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance   provide more 
detailed information on the implementation of each of the recommendations and actions.  The 
seventh quarterly update was published in November and is available on the Department’s web-
site the eighth quarterly report is expected to be published in the coming days. 

Alongside delivering fairer premiums for consumers, a key objective of the Working Group 
is to create a more competitive insurance market overall in this country.  I believe that the full 
implementation of all of the recommendations will make Ireland more attractive to new en-
trants, thus increasing capacity as well as competition.

Finally, it should be noted that the nature of the EU Single Market is such that insurance 
undertaking authorised in other member states are allowed conduct business in the Irish market 
on either a freedom of service basis or a freedom of establishment basis, consequently there are 
no restrictions preventing such companies entering this market if they wish.  You should also be 
aware that Recommendation 5 of the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance   called for the De-
partment to support efforts and raise awareness of the need to improve cross-border insurance at 
EU level.  Accordingly, the Department is monitoring developments at EU level on an ongoing 
basis and has instructed the Permanent Representation in Brussels to hold consultations with 
relevant institutions on issues raised in the Working Group’s Reports.  

28/02/2019WRA02200Commissions of Investigation Data

28/02/2019WRA0230018. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the number of witnesses from 
his Department that have given evidence before the Cooke Commission; the number of legal 
counsel employed by his Department in relation to representation before the commission; the 
fees paid to legal counsel with regard to the commission since its inception; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9956/19]

28/02/2019WRA02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Commission was established by 
order of the Government, on 13th June 2017, pursuant to section 3 of the Commissions of In-
vestigation Act 2004 (“the Act”). The Order of the Government establishing the Commission is 
set out in the Commission of lnvestigation (National Asset Management Agency) Order 2017 
(S.l. No. 267 of 2017). Under that Order, the Taoiseach was appointed as the specified Minister, 
for the purposes of section 3(3)(b) of the Act. The Honourable John D. Cooke, retired judge of 
the High Court, was appointed as sole member of the Commission.

The Rules and Procedures of the Commission were drafted and formally adopted by the sole 
member on 22nd August 2017, pursuant to section 15 of the Act.  The Rules and Procedures of 
the Commission contain General Guidelines on the Payment of Legal Costs.  These guidelines 
were prepared by the Taoiseach (as specified Minister) following consultation with the Com-
mission and with the approval of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform as required 
by the Act.   

The Rules and Procedures of the Commission allows for legal fees to be recovered from the 
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Commission in certain circumstances.  In short these are where: i) the good name or conduct 
of the witness are called into question by any evidence received by the Commission; or (ii) 
other personal or property rights of the witness are at risk of being jeopardised as a result of any 
evidence received by the Commission.  The Rules and Procedures set out the basis and process 
for recovery of costs from the Commission in further detail, and cap the costs relating to legal 
representation before the Commission as follows:

Senior Counsel: €788.27 per diem (excluding VAT);

Junior Counsel: €394.14 per diem (excluding VAT); and 

Solicitor: €624.00 per diem (excluding VAT).

The Commission has called on two former officials of the Department and one current of-
ficial to give evidence.  With the approval of the Office of the Attorney General, the Chief State 
Solicitor’s Office has instructed one junior counsel to provide legal representation to these 
witnesses in accordance with the Rules and Procedures of the Commission.  The same junior 
counsel is representing each witness.  The two witnesses who have appeared to date gave evi-
dence over a half-day each.  It is expected that the third witness will also be called for less than 
one day. To date transcripts have only been provided to these officials in respect of their own 
evidence, thereby minimising any additional legal costs.  

The Chief State Solicitor’s Office will discharge the fees incurred in the provision of the 
services provided by the junior counsel in this case.  I am advised by the Chief State Solicitor’s 
Office that no fees have been discharged to date. 

28/02/2019WRA02500Financial Services Sector

28/02/2019WRA0260019. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the measures he plans to imple-
ment to place a particular focus on attracting investment in the international financial services 
sector to the regions and build regional financial services clusters in view of the further poten-
tial growth in financial services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9962/19]

28/02/2019WRA02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government’s strategy to develop 
the international financial services sector, ‘IFS2020’, was launched in 2015.  The annual Ac-
tion Plans under the IFS2020 strategy for 2017, 2018 and 2019 included measures to support a 
regional development. 

Employment in the sector under the IFS2020 Strategy has not been limited to Dublin.  Over 
a third of the jobs are located in other areas of the country. 

The sector has a significant presence in a number of regional locations including Cavan, 
Clare, Cork, Drogheda, Dundalk, Galway, Kerry, Kilkenny, Letterkenny, Leitrim, Limerick, 
Sligo, Tipperary, Waterford, Wexford and Wicklow.

A number of international financial services companies have chosen to build centres of 
excellence in regional locations in Ireland, taking advantage of the opportunity afforded by the 
higher staff retention rates associated with operations outside of Dublin.

The enterprise agencies actively promote the advantage of regional locations for the sec-
tor to both existing and target clients.  IDA Ireland has an active ‘second site’ strategy where 
companies in Dublin are encouraged and supported to establish a second office in a regional 
location. Groups such as State Street in Kilkenny, Northern Trust in Limerick, MetLife in Gal-
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way and First Data in Nenagh have successfully established a regional presence through this 
channel.  Other public sector bodies that are identified in Action Plan 2019 as supporting the 
enterprise agencies include my Department and the nine Regional Skills Fora established under 
the Action Plans for Jobs. The agencies will report in the fourth quarter of 2019 on this work to 
the public sector High Level Implementation Committee, which is chaired by Minister of State 
Michael D’Arcy TD.

Furthermore, Minister of State D’Arcy announced at the recent European Financial Forum 
in Dublin Castle that regionalisation will be a horizontal priority in the successor to the current 
strategy for international financial services. A number of action measures will be considered 
over the life of the future strategy and my officials will consult all stakeholders before under-
taking annual action plans. The new Strategy and action plan will explore whether there are 
specific sectors of international financial services that can be identified and developed with the 
regions in mind.

28/02/2019WRA02800NAMA Operations

28/02/2019WRA0290020. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans for the expected sur-
plus of NAMA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9845/19]

28/02/2019WRA03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that subject 
to current market conditions prevailing NAMA projects a surplus in the region of €3.5bn to 
be returned to the State once it completes its work. The realisation of this surplus depends on 
the redemption of NAMA’s remaining subordinated debt by March 2020 and completion of its 
Dublin Docklands SDZ and residential funding programmes.  

As per section 60(2) of the NAMA Act 2009, NAMA must first use surplus funds to redeem 
and cancel its senior and subordinated debt. The Agency announced in October 2017 that it had 
redeemed all of its €30.2bn in Senior Debt which was guaranteed by the State and since April 
2018 it has commenced the redemption of its €1.6bn in subordinated debt. Surplus funds may 
only be returned to the Central Fund once NAMA’s debt has been redeemed in full, which is 
expected to be in 2020. Following this NAMA will be in a position to start transferring its ex-
pected €3.5bn surplus to the Exchequer.

Any NAMA surplus paid, while Exchequer positive, will not impact the general govern-
ment balance, in line with Eurostat rules. It will be a decision for the Government as to how any 
surplus returned by NAMA will be utilised within the framework of the fiscal rules at that time. 
The intention has always been to use such receipts from the resolution of the financial sector 
crisis to pay down our national debt and reduce our debt servicing costs. 

28/02/2019WRA03100Brexit Issues

28/02/2019WRA0320021. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which his De-
partment continues to identify and monitor weaknesses in the economy likely to be exploited 
by other non-EU jurisdictions in the aftermath of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9961/19]

28/02/2019WRA03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As matters stand, the timing and nature 
of Brexit remains uncertain. However, it is clear that all forms of Brexit will have a negative 
impact on the Irish economy. The more disorderly the UK’s exit is from the EU, the larger the 
economic impact will be. Further the implications for our economy will be disproportionate 
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relative to those for the rest of the EU. The most negative impacts are likely to be in agri-food 
and indigenous manufacturing sectors.

While my Department’s central economic and budgetary planning scenario remains an or-
derly exit based on the UK leaving with a transition arrangement in place, the risk of a disor-
derly Brexit has increased.

The UK is one of Ireland’s most important trading partners. In 2017 the Department of Fi-
nance published a paper on trade exposures [*] which shows that relative to other EU Member 
States, Irish exports are substantially more exposed to the UK in a number of goods sectors. 

The top five most exposed included the Irish agri-food sub-sectors Cereals, Vegetables and 
Fruit, and Live Animal products. In services, Ireland is in the upper range of the most exposed 
EU Member States, particularly in Financial Services. 

The paper also finds that the share of exports going to the UK has increased in a number of 
sectors over the past 15 years, including the agri-food sector, contrary to the trend decline in the 
importance of the UK as export destination for overall Irish exports.

Maintaining the closest possible trading relationship between the EU and the UK is there-
fore one of the Government’s key Brexit priorities. The Government will continue to work to 
improve the business environment – to make it more competitive, to assist exporters to diver-
sify markets, and to provide better infrastructure. 

Longer-term, we need to mitigate against the potential of regulatory divergence between the 
UK and EU standards given its potential implications for trade, investment and the competitive-
ness of our businesses. We will therefore be working to minimise this impact and to ensure a 
level playing field. 

Since the referendum result in 2016, we have been taking steps to build up the resilience of 
the economy so that we have the capacity to deal with adverse economic shocks. This includes 
building up our Fiscal Buffers – by balancing our books and reducing our debt burden - and 
establishing the Rainy Day Fund. 

The Government is continuing to work to prepare our economy for the challenges of Brexit, 
including through the Ireland Connected Trade and Investment Strategy and the 10-year Na-
tional Development Plan. In addition, recent budgets have introduced specific initiatives, such 
as loan supports for agri-businesses, aimed at supporting those businesses most affected by 
Brexit. 

[*] Department of Finance (2017) Trade Exposures of Sectors of the Irish Economy in a 
European Context.

28/02/2019WRA03400VAT Rate Application

28/02/2019WRA0350022. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance if the basis for the charging 
of VAT on service charges that are intended for the benefit of staff only will be examined; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9851/19]

28/02/2019WRA03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Irish VAT legislation is governed by 
the EU VAT Directive and in accordance with the VAT Directive any amount which a supplier 
is entitled to receive forms part of the taxable amount. Therefore, where a restaurant, hotel, etc. 
presents a bill for a meal or any other service, all charges included are liable to VAT. This in-
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cludes an amount or percentage in respect of a service charge regardless of whether the service 
charge is intended for the benefit of staff only. However, a voluntary payment (such as a staff 
tip) which is not included in the bill is outside the scope of VAT.

28/02/2019WRA03700State Aid

28/02/2019WRA0380023. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the appeal 
against the European Commission decision in a tax case (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9854/19]

28/02/2019WRA03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government profoundly disagrees 
with the Commission’s analysis in the Apple State aid case.  An appeal is therefore being 
brought before the European Courts. Such an appeal takes the form of an application to the 
General Court of the European Union, asking it to annul the Decision of the Commission. The 
Attorney General prepared the legal grounds in support of the annulment proceedings and the 
application has been lodged in the General Court of the European Union. As is normal practice, 
a summary of these have been published in the Official Journal of the European Union.  They 
were also published on the Department of Finance’s website in December 2016. The case has 
been granted priority status and has been progressing through the various stages of private writ-
ten proceedings before the General Court of the European Union. The written proceedings have 
now concluded and while the timing of any oral hearing is entirely at the discretion of the Court, 
it may be the case that the appeal could be heard in the coming months. 

It will most likely be several years before the case is ultimately concluded.

28/02/2019WRA04000Tracker Mortgage Examination Reports

28/02/2019WRA0410024. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when the tracker mortgage in-
vestigation will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9847/19]

28/02/2019WRA04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland published 
its latest update on the Tracker Mortgage Examination on 4 February 

(https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/consumer-hub-library/tracker-issues/up-
date-on-tracker-mortgage-examination---february-2019.pdf?sfvrsn=4) which indicated that:-  

- the number of affected customers stood at 39,800 at end-December, an increase of 1,400 
since end-August 2018;

- 97 per cent of verified affected customers have received their redress and compensation at 
end December 2018;

- redress and compensation payments are now largely complete with €647 million paid out 
by lenders at end-December.

The Central Bank’s priority at all times throughout the Examination has been to make sure 
that all affected groups of customers have been identified and remediated.  The Central Bank 
advises that this work has now been completed at the majority of lenders.

In the case of the remaining lenders, supervision work continues, as the Central Bank must 
ensure that the work carried out by lenders is sufficiently rigorous and thorough to have ad-
dressed satisfactorily any remaining issues affecting groups of customers and to ensure that all 
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eligible groups of customers are included for redress and compensation. This work is expected 
to be complete in the remaining lenders in Q1 2019. 

The Central Bank indicates that it expects that its final report will be published in the com-
ing months.

28/02/2019WRA04300Economic Competitiveness

28/02/2019WRA0440025. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which provi-
sion has been made to ensure the stability and competitiveness of the economy notwithstanding 
the threat emanating from Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9960/19]

28/02/2019WRA04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Improvements in Ireland’s competitive-
ness have been at the cornerstone of the recovery in the Irish economy. Since 2008, the Central 
Bank’s real harmonised competitiveness indicator has improved by approximately 21 per cent.  

The restoration of competitiveness has been hard-won through improvements in productiv-
ity, along with wage and price moderation. Importantly, the robust economic growth in recent 
years has not yet given rise to significant inflationary pressures. For 2018 as a whole, the Har-
monized Index of Consumer Prices averaged just 0.7 per cent. This subdued level of inflation 
has continued into 2019, with annual inflation of just 0.8 per cent recorded in January. 

On the pay side, while average hourly earnings grew at just over 3 per cent in 2018, a notice-
able increase on the growth rate of 1.7 per cent recorded in 2017, this came on the back of a near 
decade of low or negative growth in earnings. While gains in household incomes are welcome, 
particularly given the sacrifices made over the last decade, we need to avoid a significant ac-
celeration in wages, given competitiveness considerations.

Despite the competitiveness gains made over the last number of years, the risks to our econ-
omy are numerous and primarily external in nature. First and foremost is the potential fallout 
from a more adverse-than-expected outcome from Brexit. Secondly, given Ireland’s position 
as a small open economy with a high degree of integration in global value chains, any further 
escalation in trade protectionism or a slowdown in global growth would have a disproportion-
ate impact on the Irish economy.  In addition, a faster-than-expected normalisation of monetary 
policy, changes in other jurisdictions that affect the competitiveness of Ireland’s corporate tax 
regime and rising geopolitical uncertainty all have the potential to undermine growth in the 
economy.

As many of the risks we are facing are external and thus beyond our control, the best way 
we can mitigate against them is through prudent budgetary policy, careful management of the 
public finances and by focusing on competitiveness-oriented policies, particularly those that 
increase productivity. Through the National Development Plan in particular, we are investing 
significantly to address the bottlenecks to growth which emerged during the recovery, such as 
the need for residential development and public infrastructure investment. This should ensure 
that our economy remains competitive and avoid the build-up of bottlenecks that could limit 
our growth potential.

28/02/2019WRA04600Motor Insurance Costs

28/02/2019WRA0470026. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking the 
cost of motor insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9958/19]
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28/02/2019WRA04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the Cost of 
Insurance Working Group was established in July 2016 and undertook an examination of the 
factors contributing to the increasing cost of insurance in order to identify what short, medium 
and long-term measures could be introduced to help reduce the cost of insurance for consumers 
and businesses.  

The initial focus of the Working Group was the issue of rising motor insurance premiums 
and the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance   was published in January 2017.  The Report 
makes 33 recommendations with 71 associated actions to be carried out in agreed timeframes, 
which are set out in an Action Plan.  

Work is ongoing on the implementation of the recommendations by the relevant Govern-
ment Departments and Agencies and there is a commitment within the Report that the Working 
Group will prepare regular updates on its progress.  The seventh such update was published last 
November and shows that of the 59 separate applicable deadlines within the Action Plan set to 
the end of Q3 2018, 45 relate to actions which have now been completed.  Substantial work has 
also been undertaken in respect of the nine action points categorised as “ongoing”. 

Key recommendations from the Motor Report that are currently being implemented are: 

- The Central Bank (National Claims Information Database) Act 2018 commenced in Janu-
ary 2019 to enable the Database to become fully functioning and to report later this year; this 
should provide a greater level of transparency in order to understand   for instance how claims 
costs impact premiums.

- The Personal Injuries Assessment Board (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2018 has been passed 
by both Houses of the Oireachtas and forwarded to the President for his consideration and sig-
nature; this will  allow amongst other things  the review of cases where there is a non-attendance 
at medicals and where there is refusal to provide details of special damages.

- The finalisation and publication of the two reports by the Personal Injuries Commission, 
which are currently being actively considered with a view to seeing what can be done to de-
liver interim guidelines relating to appropriate general damages award levels for the soft tissue/
whiplash injury category. 

It is envisaged that the implementation of all the recommendations cumulatively, with 
the appropriate levels of commitment and cooperation from all relevant stakeholders, should 
achieve the objectives of delivering fairer premiums for consumers and a more stable and com-
petitive insurance market.  

In this regard, it should be noted that the CSO CPI statistics indicate that pricing in the pri-
vate motor insurance market has stabilised over the last year or two and I welcome the direction 
of travel which this index has displayed since it peaked in July 2016.  However, it is accepted 
that premiums may still be at a high level for many people.   

Finally, it is expected that the next Progress Update   will be completed in the coming days 
and published shortly thereafter. The Update will concentrate in particular on outlining the de-
finitive position in relation to all of the 33 recommendations from the Motor Report as the last 
of the deadlines within its Action Plan passed at the end of 2018.

28/02/2019WRA04900Insurance Costs

28/02/2019WRA0500027. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the status of plans to deal with 
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the rising cost of business insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9768/19]

28/02/2019WRA0510042. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to 
reduce the cost of public liability insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9959/19]

28/02/2019WRA05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 27 
and 42 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the second phase of the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG) 
project culminated in the publication in January 2018 of the Report on the Cost of Employer 
and Public Liability Insurance.  The Report makes 15 recommendations with 29 associated ac-
tions, detailed in an Action Plan with agreed timelines for implementation.

The most recent Progress Update   was published last November and shows that 18 of the 
19 actions points arising up to end of Q3 2018 have been completed.

It is envisaged that the next quarterly Progress Update   will issue shortly and  I understand 
will indicate that the vast majority of the total of 26 action points which were due for comple-
tion during 2018 overall have been done.  I am confident that any outstanding action points will 
be completed in the coming months, along with the three remaining action points with dead-
lines set for various quarters throughout 2019.

The actions implemented to date cut across a number of different areas and include:

- The publication of by An Garda Síochána of the “Guidelines for the Reporting of Sus-
pected Fraudulent Insurance Claims by Insurance Entities to An Garda Síochána” 

- The Law Reform Commission confirming that the subject of caps on damages for personal 
injuries litigation is included in its draft Fifth Programme of Law Reform

- Sections 8 & 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 have been amended to ensure 
defendants are appropriately notified of a claim having been submitted against their policy and 
to make it easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is 
suspected, respectively

- An Garda Síochána commencing the collection of statistics under the new “insurance 
fraud” category which has been added to the PULSE system

- The Courts Service confirming that it will publish a more detailed breakdown of awards in 
personal injury cases in its Annual Reports

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that the CIWG will continue to focus on imple-
menting the recommendations of both the Motor and EL/PL Reports.  In addition, there will be 
an emphasis on implementing the recommendations of the second Personal Injuries Commis-
sion report in order to try and bring the levels of damages awarded in this country more in line 
with those awarded in other jurisdictions.

28/02/2019WRA05300Fitness and Probity Regime

28/02/2019WRA0540028. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the current governance 
and probity regulation of the Irish banking sector and on the pay and compensation rules for top 
banking executives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9813/19]
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28/02/2019WRA05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the Central Bank Reform Act 
2010, the Fitness and Probity Regime, provides the Central Bank with powers to ensure the fit-
ness and probity of nominees to senior roles in regulated firms. 

The Bank has put in place a pre-approval process for persons who apply for relevant posi-
tions (Controlled Functions) in regulated firms, to ensure that they meet the required standards 
of fitness and probity. 

If concerns arise that individuals do not meet the required standards of fitness and probity 
for such a role, they may be investigated by the Central Bank and could ultimately be prohib-
ited from carrying out that role in their firm, or any other regulated firm. These powers enable 
the Central Bank to ensure that the people in senior roles are capable, competent and act with 
integrity. 

The Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 also provides that if a person 
has engaged, is engaging or is about to engage in a contravention, the Bank may apply to the 
Court for an order restraining the person from engaging in the conduct. 

The Central Bank (Amendment) Bill which I intend to bring forward this year will further 
enhance the Fitness and Probity Regime and put a greater onus on individual accountability in 
the financial sector. 

Regarding the pay and compensation rules for banking executives, the European regulatory 
framework includes specific controls and restrictions in how remuneration can be delivered 
within financial institutions, including in Ireland. The Capital Requirements Directive (CRD) 
was amended in 2010 and 2013 (CRD III and CRD IV) to introduce a standardised regulation 
of remuneration practises across EU banks and promote sound, effective risk management. 

This EU wide regime introduced new rules and controls designed to ensure that some of 
the excesses of the past are no longer permissible, including clawback and malus   provisions, 
deferral criteria, and limits on the extent of variable vs fixed remuneration. 

In Ireland we went significantly further, introducing extensive restrictions on remuneration 
in the three banks in which the State has an investment (AIB, BOI and PTSB). This includes a 
ban on variable pay and benefits, which impacts all 23,000 staff at every level in those banks. 
Base fixed pay is capped at €500,000. 

In 2011 the Dáil introduced a ‘Super Tax’ marginal rate of 89% on bonuses over €20,000 in 
the three banks.

The Department is currently finalising a review of Government policy in this regard to 
determine whether it remains fit for purpose, and it is expected that it will be published in Q1 
2019.

28/02/2019WRA05600Banking Sector Staff

28/02/2019WRA0570029. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to 
encourage diversity and gender equality in appointments to the senior positions in the banking 
and financial services industries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9761/19]

28/02/2019WRA05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of the Irish Retail Banking Cul-
ture Report provided to me by the Central Bank in July 2018, Diversity and Inclusion Assess-
ments were undertaken and each bank was instructed to submit an outcome-focused diversity 
strategy supported by an implementation plan, containing, at minimum, clear expectations, 
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implementation targets and a range of measures of diversity. These plans are currently being 
assessed. The Central Bank will also conduct a thematic review of diversity in the insurance 
sector in 2019.

The Central Bank is committed to driving diversity at senior levels in regulated financial 
services firms, and focuses on diversity in its intensive and intrusive supervision approach. Lack 
of diversity at senior levels is a leading indicator of heightened behaviour and culture risks. 

Despite a focus on gender in recent years, the Bank sees diversity extending beyond that. 
Different personality types, educational background, ethnicity, and diversity of thought can 
mitigate the risk of groupthink, improve decision-making, increase the effectiveness of internal 
challenge and enhance firm culture.

The Central Bank’s Corporate Governance Code for Credit Institutions and Insurance Un-
dertakings 2015 requires that firms establish a written diversity policy for selecting persons for 
nomination as board members. 

The European Banking Authority (EBA) has outlined that ‘best practices have evolved to 
reinforce the importance of diversity at the management body of regulated financial services 
providers across Europe.’  EBA ‘Guidelines on the assessment of suitability’ state that; ‘The 
diversity policy for significant institutions should include a quantitative target for the represen-
tation of the underrepresented gender in the management body’.

The Capital Requirements Directive and Markets in Financial Instruments Directive also 
prescribe diversity requirements for in-scope firms. 

The Central Bank has reported on the lack of females in senior financial services roles for a 
number of years. Its annual report on the demographics of the applications for approval for the 
most senior roles in regulated firms will be published in the coming weeks.

In addition, the Central Bank’s senior officials continue to address this topic with the CEOs 
of regulated firms directly and through a comprehensive series of speaking engagements.

I am informed by the Bank that it has put significant emphasis on the importance of diversity 
and inclusion within the financial services sector in recent years, and will continue to do so. 
However, in the absence of improvements in diversity at senior levels in regulated firms, the 
Bank will consider whether it is necessary to introduce further requirements.

28/02/2019WRB00200Brexit Preparations

28/02/2019WRB0030030. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken to date and 
plans to take to upgrade customs posts in the event of a no-deal hard Brexit, specifically in re-
lation to areas along the Border with Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9966/19]

28/02/2019WRB00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that their 
preparations do not include any plans for infrastructure at the border with Northern Ireland and 
this is in line with the Government’s position that there will be no hard border on the island of 
Ireland. Revenue Chairman, Niall Cody, set out this position clearly when he and Revenue of-
ficials appeared before the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, and 
Taoiseach on 24 January 2019. 

The Government has made it clear that it is committed to avoiding the return of a hard bor-
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der on the island of Ireland. In the event of ‘no deal’, then there will be intensive discussions be-
tween the Government, the EU Commission and EU partners regarding the movement of goods 
North-South. I am assured by Revenue that they will provide whatever technical expertise and 
assistance is required by the Government negotiating team during this process.

28/02/2019WRB00500Bank Codes of Conduct

28/02/2019WRB0060031. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the reason steps have not been taken 
to date to place the currently code of practice on the transfer of mortgages on a statutory foot-
ing and to oblige lenders to abide by it in view of the concern over recent years in regard to the 
transfer of loans to vulture funds without the consent of the borrower. [9932/19]

28/02/2019WRB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The background to the issuing of the 
Code of Practice on the Transfer of Mortgages (the Code of Practice) by the Central Bank of 
Ireland in 1991 was that mortgage customers were offered free shares in their building society 
which gave them the right to vote on the conversions of building societies to public limited 
companies.  Additionally, securitisations were becoming more prevalent during the 1980s and 
1990s.  If the member’s mortgage was sold to a third party or had been securitised, the mortgage 
customer lost the right to vote on conversions. 

The Code of Practice required that borrowers must consent to their mortgages being trans-
ferred and the lender was required to provide a statement containing sufficient information to 
enable the borrower to make an informed decision.  The Code of Practice was issued as a vol-
untary Code (as opposed to the other Central Bank Codes of Conduct issued under Section 117 
of the Central Bank Act 1989).  Consequently, the Central Bank’s regulatory powers, including 
the use of its Administrative Sanctions powers, do not apply to the Code of Practice. 

I have been informed by the Central Bank of Ireland that it is considering the possibility of 
revoking or removing this Code of Practice as it leads to confusion regarding the protections 
available to consumers whose loans are being transferred.  The mortgage market has changed 
significantly since the introduction of the Code in 1991, and mortgage contracts now generally 
include a clause that the borrower’s loan can be sold, which the borrower consents to when 
signing their mortgage contract.  As outlined above, the consumer protection framework around 
the transfer of loans has also evolved significantly since the voluntary Code of Practice was is-
sued and the Central Bank is of the view that the voluntary Code of Practice is not appropriate 
in the modern financial environment.  

The Central Bank of Ireland and I are both of the view that the regulatory framework cur-
rently in place provides sufficient protections to consumers whose loans are being sold. The 
Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2015 ensures that consumers 
whose loans are sold to another firm maintain the same regulatory protections they had prior to 
the sale, including under the various statutory Codes of Conduct issued by the Central Bank.   
The Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2018 that came into effect 
on 21 January 2019, ensures that all transferees of credit are now entities which are regulated by 
the Central Bank, i.e. loans cannot be transferred to an unregulated entity.  Under Provision 3.11 
of the Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code), a regulated entity must notify the Central 
Bank immediately and provide a consumer with at least 2 months’ notice before transferring all 
or part of its loan book covered by the Code to another entity. 

Finally, the statutory Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) was put in place to 
ensure that relevant regulated firms have fair and transparent processes in place for dealing with 
borrowers in or facing mortgage arrears.  The Central Bank of Ireland published its Report on 
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the Effectiveness of the CCMA in the context of the Sale of Loans by Regulated Lenders in No-
vember 2018.  It found that for borrowers who engage with the process, the CCMA is working 
effectively and as intended in the context of the sale of loans by regulated lenders.

28/02/2019WRB00800NAMA Board

28/02/2019WRB0090032. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if consideration has been given to 
conducting a recruitment process for the position of chairperson of NAMA during 2019 in the 
interest of transparency, in view of the fact that the present chairperson must vacate the role on 
22 December 2019 in adherence with section 25(3) of the National Asset Management Agency 
Act 2009; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9955/19]

28/02/2019WRB01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 25 of the NAMA Act provides 
that it is for the Minister for Finance to appoint the Chairperson of the Board of NAMA. This 
appointment may be made from amongst one of the existing ordinary members of the Board or 
the Minister may appoint a new member to assume the role of Chairperson.

As currently constituted, there are seven members of the NAMA Board and two vacancies 
arising from departures occurring in December 2018. In July 2018 I appointed two new mem-
bers to the NAMA Board, who were appointed from a panel of qualified candidates created as 
part of a recruitment process conducted in conjunction with the Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) and in accordance with the Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards 2014. It will 
be open to me to make further appointments from this panel to fill vacancies on the Board of 
NAMA until the end of March 2019.

The term of the current Chairperson of NAMA, Mr Frank Daly, expires on 22 December 
2019. Having served two terms Mr Daly is not eligible to be reappointed once his current term 
expires. I intend to make a decision on the appointment of a new Chairperson of NAMA to 
replace Mr Daly closer in time to the expiry of his term. 

28/02/2019WRB01100Motor Insurance Costs

28/02/2019WRB0120033. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to end the 
practice of insurance companies charging excessive premiums for cars over 10 years old; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9843/19]

28/02/2019WRB01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Both I and the Minister of State for Fi-
nancial Services and Insurance, Mr. Michael D’Arcy T.D., are aware of problems experienced 
by some consumers in respect of insuring older vehicles.

However, neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing 
of insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insur-
ance companies based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is 
reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from 
adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or 
terms and conditions of insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insur-
ance companies as to the pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply in respect 
of particular categories of vehicles.  

Notwithstanding this, my officials have engaged with Insurance Ireland in order to get a 
greater sense of this specific issue and, as a follow-up exercise, Minister of State D’Arcy held a 
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series of meetings with the Chief Executives of the major motor insurers.  At those meetings, in-
surers pointed out that in making their individual decisions on whether to offer cover and what 
terms to apply, they will, aside from the age of the vehicle, use a combination of other rating 
factors, which include the age of the driver, the type of vehicle, the relevant individual claims 
record and driving experience, the number of drivers, and how the car is used.  In addition to 
the above factors, they indicated that they will price in accordance with their own overall past 
claims experience and in this regard, almost all insurers stated that their data indicates a notable 
deterioration in the levels of claims associated with vehicles once a certain age threshold is 
reached.  

However, I also understand from the above engagement that it would appear that there has 
been positive movement in respect of the acceptance criteria and the vehicle age threshold lev-
els used by some providers in recent times, particularly at broker level and in respect of renew-
als.  This is an issue which my officials will continue to monitor.

28/02/2019WRB01400Insurance Costs

28/02/2019WRB0150034. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement measures 
to tackle the growing problem of rising insurance costs on motorists and businesses; and the 
progress on reducing insurance costs following the recent report on insurance. [9844/19]

28/02/2019WRB01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the Cost of 
Insurance Working Group was established in July 2016 and undertook an examination of the 
factors contributing to the increasing cost of insurance in order to identify what short, medium 
and long-term measures could be introduced to help reduce the cost of insurance for consumers 
and businesses.  

Its Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance   was published in January 2017 and makes 33 
recommendations with 71 associated actions.

In its second phase, the Working Group examined the cost of business insurance, culminat-
ing in the publication of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance   in 
January 2018, containing 15 recommendations with 29 associated actions.

Both reports contain both an Action Plan within which agreed timeframes for completion of 
actions are set out and a commitment to prepare regular updates on the progress of implemen-
tation.  The seventh such update was published in November 2018 and shows that of the total 
number of 78 separate relevant deadlines within the Action Plans of the two Reports set up to 
the end of Q3 2018, 63 relate to actions which have been completed.  

The Cost of Insurance Working Group will continue to focus on putting into place the mea-
sures proposed in the Reports.  It is envisaged that the full implementation of all the recommen-
dations from both Reports cumulatively, with the appropriate levels of commitment and coop-
eration from all relevant stakeholders, can achieve the objectives of delivering fairer premiums 
for consumers and businesses, and a more stable and competitive insurance market.

In this regard, it should be noted that the most recent CSO data (for January) indicates that 
private motor insurance premiums have decreased by 22% since peaking in July 2016.  While 
it is accepted that premiums are still at a high level for many people, such statistics indicate at 
least a greater degree of stability in the market on an overall basis. 

Finally, it is envisaged that the next quarterly Progress Update   will be completed in the 
coming days and will concentrate in particular on outlining the definitive position in relation 
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to all of the 33 recommendations from the Motor Report as the last of the deadlines within its 
Action Plan passed at the end of 2018.

28/02/2019WRB01700Financial Services Sector

28/02/2019WRB0180035. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he expects to publish 
the new international financial services strategy to 2025; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9855/19]

28/02/2019WRB01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since May 2018, my officials working 
to the direction of my colleague Michael D’Arcy, the Minister of State for Financial Services 
and Insurance, have completed a substantial body of work to prepare a successor strategy to 
the current strategy for the development of the international financial services sector, ‘IFS2020’ 
which is in its final year.  Research was carried out by the Department and a broad consultation 
exercise was conducted. This process included consulting industry and public sector stakehold-
ers, and undertaking a public consultation process. My officials have engaged in a detailed 
assessment of the outcome from all these processes with officials from other Government De-
partments. They have also discussed preliminary findings with members of the public sector 
High Level Implementation Committee and the Industry Advisory Committee that advise my 
colleague, Minister of State D’Arcy, on the implementation of the current IFS2020 strategy. I 
expect that the outcome of that work will result in a proposal being ready for me to bring to the 
Government in the next few months, although the timing of when I do that may depend on a 
number of factors including developments relating to Brexit process.

28/02/2019WRB02000Tax Code

28/02/2019WRB0210036. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to make specific changes 
to income, corporation or value added tax heads in the event of a no-deal hard Brexit; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9965/19]

28/02/2019WRB02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that on 22 
February 2019, the Government published the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2019 as part of its ‘no deal’ preparations. The 
Bill, made up of 15 Parts, prioritises those issues that need to be addressed urgently through 
primary legislation to prepare for the impact of a ‘no deal’ Brexit. The Government will work 
closely with all members of the Oireachtas to ensure the Bill is enacted for 29 March 2019.

The provisions for specific legislative changes to Income Tax, Corporation Tax and Value 
Added Tax are outlined in Part 6 of this Bill. Chapter 2 of the Bill outlines the proposed changes 
to Income Tax. Chapter 3 deals with changes to the Corporation Tax regime and Chapter 5 deals 
with the changes to the Value Added Tax regime. The explanatory memorandum accompanying 
the Bill provides further information on the various provisions within these chapters. 

Question No. 37 answered with Question No. 17.

28/02/2019WRB02400Financial Services Sector

28/02/2019WRB0250038. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the measures he plans to imple-
ment to attract investment in international financial services to areas such as counties Cavan 
and Monaghan in view of the challenges facing the Border region due to Brexit; if due consid-
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eration will be given to such regions in the development of the new five year strategy for the 
international financial services sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9963/19]

28/02/2019WRB02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government’s Strategy to develop 
the international financial services sector, ‘IFS2020’, was launched in 2015. Ireland has, at the 
end of 2018, over 44,000 people directly employed in the IFS sector. The growth in the sector 
under the IFS2020 Strategy has not been limited to Dublin. Over a third of the jobs are located 
in other areas of the country. The sector has a significant presence across the country in a num-
ber of regional locations including high quality jobs in the border region, in Cavan, Drogheda, 
Dundalk, Leitrim, Letterkenny, and Sligo. 

In Co Cavan, the American international insurance company Global Indemnity Services 
Limited has a base, as does Liberty Insurance. In Co Louth, American firms such as PayPal and 
State Street and the Japanese firm SuMi Trust have bases. AvantCard announced new jobs in 
Leitrim this week. In Letterkenny, Pramerica has a sizeable operation, as does the UnitedHealth 
Group.

The IFS2020 annual action plan 2017 included an increased focus on the regions and con-
tained an action measure to promote international financial services on a regional basis. It also 
contained a measure to map research and innovation activities in financial services across Ire-
land. The IDA and Enterprise Ireland continue to actively pursue opportunities across a number 
of sectors. 

The focus on balanced regional development was reiterated in the action plans for 2018 and 
2019. An action measure in the 2019 action plan is to ‘Promote regional locations for second-
site operations to support growth by IFS companies located in or near Dublin’ and the IDA has 
an active ‘Second Site’ strategy where companies in Dublin are encouraged and supported to 
establish a second office in a regional location. Work on this action plan measure will be led by 
both Enterprise Ireland and the IDA. The agencies will report in the fourth quarter of 2019 on 
their work on this measure to the public sector High Level Implementation Committee, which 
is chaired by Minister of State D’Arcy. The focus on regions will continue as part of the new 
Strategy as recently announced by the Minister of State at the European Financial Forum in 
Dublin Castle. 

28/02/2019WRB02700Tax Collection

28/02/2019WRB0280039. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he has concerns regard-
ing a company (details supplied) based in Dublin and the adverse publicity being attracted by 
the company; and if he is satisfied that their tax arrangements and payments are in line with the 
progressive policies of his Department and the EU. [9853/19]

28/02/2019WRB02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of negative publicity sur-
rounding the mine referenced by the Deputy, however, I believe that this matter is best ad-
dressed by the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Mr. Simon Coveney T.D.  I 
am aware that Minister Coveney has addressed this issue in a recent PQ (Ref No: 3893/19), on 
29 January 2019.  The full text of that response is available online at: https://www.oireachtas.
ie/en/debates/question/2019-01-29/66/.

With regard to the Deputy’s question as to the company’s tax arrangements, as the Deputy 
is aware, I am not at liberty, nor is it appropriate for me, to discuss the tax affairs of individual 
companies.

Furthermore, I am advised by Revenue that they are prohibited by section 851A of the Taxes 
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Consolidation Act 1997 from providing information of any kind about any specific taxpayer. 
Therefore, Revenue is not in a position to provide specific information in relation to this tax-
payer. I would note that in collecting the tax due under the law, whether from individuals or 
companies, Revenue acts independently and impartially, regardless of the taxpayer concerned.

28/02/2019WRB03000Tax Code

28/02/2019WRB0310040. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he expects the OECD 
to report on the taxing of digital companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9857/19]

28/02/2019WRB03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the cur-
rent proposals flow from earlier discussions at both OECD and EU level to address taxation 
issues arising from the growing digitalisation of the economy.  The OECD BEPS Inclusive 
Framework was given a clear mandate by the G20 in March 2017 to develop this work, which 
led to the publication of an Interim Report on the Tax Challenges Arising from Digitalisation 
in March 2018.  

Currently, a series of proposals are being discussed at the OECD BEPS Inclusive Frame-
work with a view to further amending the international tax system.  There are two proposed 
pillars to this work: 

- The first pillar is a re-examination of rules on profit attribution. Differing proposals are 
being discussed but all have the intention of ensuring some additional profit is allocated where 
consumers or markets are located. 

- The second pillar looks at addressing remaining BEPS challenges that may enable profits 
to be taxed at very low effective tax rates. 

The OECD BEPS Inclusive Framework have now published a Policy Note outlining the 
intention to examine the two pillars further, on a without prejudice basis.  A Public Consulta-
tion document on the proposal has been launched and a meeting will take place at the OECD in 
Paris on 13-14 March to allow stakeholders to air their views.  It is important the views of wider 
society are reflected as the discussion develops.  This will feed into further work with a view to 
agreeing a detailed work plan at the BEPS Inclusive Framework in May 2019.  A progress re-
port will subsequently be presented to G20 Finance Ministers in June 2019. Work will continue 
over the next 18 months with a view to reaching final agreement by end 2020.  

Ireland recognises that further change to the international tax framework is necessary to en-
sure that we reach a stable global consensus for how and where companies should be taxed.  A 
certain, stable, and globally agreed international tax framework is vital to facilitate cross border 
trade and investment.  We remain convinced that the OECD BEPS Inclusive Framework is the 
correct forum for this work to be carried out.   

28/02/2019WRB03300Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman

28/02/2019WRB0340041. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to permit the in-
crease in resources available to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman to deal with 
the backlog of cases and to deal with the extra number of complaints resulting from the tracker 
mortgage scandal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9856/19]

28/02/2019WRB03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under section 15(4) of the Financial 
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Services and Pensions Ombudsman Act 2017 the Ombudsman may appoint staff to his office 
and determine their duties with the approval of the Minister for Finance and the consent of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) commissioned a Workforce Plan 
2019-2023 and submitted the Plan to my Department on 21 December last.  This plan includes 
an analysis of the level of resources currently available to the FSPO against both current and 
predicted future demand for his services. On 24 January the Financial Services and Pensions 
Ombudsman Council wrote to me supporting the plan. 

Officials in my Department have examined the Workforce Plan and there is ongoing consul-
tation with the Ombudsman and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in order to 
ascertain the best way to deal with the issues raised by the Deputy. I would expect to be making 
a decision on this shortly.

Question No. 42 answered with Question No. 27.  

28/02/2019WRB03700Brexit Issues

28/02/2019WRB0380043. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the discussions that have 
been held with the European Commission on possible sources of funding from the EU to assist 
Ireland deal with the fallout from a possible no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9858/19]

28/02/2019WRB03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A key action point of the Government’s 
response to Brexit has been to make the case, at EU level, for support to be directed towards 
the most impacted areas of the Irish economy. As a result, I believe that there is a strong under-
standing at EU level of the unique and disproportionate impact that Brexit will have on Ireland. 

This has been reflected in a number of concrete measures and commitments to date, such as 
the EIB’s support for the Government’s Brexit Loan Scheme. In its Contingency Action Plan 
of 13 November, the European Commission confirmed that it would support Ireland in finding 
solutions addressing the specific challenges of Irish businesses.

In March last year, the European Commissioner for Budget and Human Resources, Mr 
Gunther Oettinger visited Dublin and met with the Taoiseach, Minister of State D’Arcy and I, 
to discuss the negotiations on the EU’s post-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). 
During that visit, the Tánaiste met with Mr Oettinger to discuss the negative consequences to 
the Irish economy resulting from Brexit, and the possibility of EU assistance was raised, par-
ticularly in relation to the PEACE and INTERREG programmes. Following that meeting, the 
Tánaiste has been in further contact with Mr Oettinger to outline a number of key areas in which 
the MFF can help to address the macroeconomic and trade implications for Ireland of Brexit 
and has identified a number of EU programmes in the next MFF which could be well placed to 
assist Ireland in addressing these Brexit impacts.    

Minister Creed also held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan in late January to 
discuss the potential impact of a no deal Brexit on the Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors.

Separately, Minister Humphreys met with Commissioner Vestager in Dublin on 24 January, 
where Ireland’s particular concerns were again discussed. 

The Government will continue to take a whole of Government approach in engagement with 
the European Commission on possible sources of funding from the EU to assist Ireland with the 
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fall out from a possible no deal Brexit. My colleague in Government, the Tánaiste, Mr Simon 
Coveney, T.D will continue to co-ordinate and lead Ireland’s Brexit approach in that regard.

28/02/2019WRB04000Motor Insurance Costs

28/02/2019WRB0410044. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if he has discussed the statistics on 
motor insurance prices with the CSO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9957/19]

28/02/2019WRB04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy should note that my De-
partment has had several discussions with the CSO in relation to motor insurance pricing sta-
tistics, through the Cost of Insurance Working Group, and the Data Sub-group of the Working 
Group.  

I understand that in relation to the preparation of the CSO statistics on the price of motor 
insurance, the CSO uses a variety of detailed profiles (including car age, car model, driver ex-
perience, driver history) sent directly each month to motor insurance companies that represent 
a substantial portion of the market share.  The profiles each company receives remain consistent 
each month so that the CSO can use a continuous “like with like” comparison in the best way 
possible and in this regard each company is sent a representative set of profiles for their con-
sumer base.  The risks vary based on the detail contained in each of the profiles in order to get 
a larger spread of the realistic market.  

It is important to recognise that these statistics represent a long established series of pricing 
information, which a number of years ago indicated a sharp increase in the cost of motor insur-
ance, prompting the establishment of the Cost of Insurance Working Group, and which now in-
dicate that pricing in the private motor insurance market has stabilised over the last year, albeit 
it is accepted that premiums may still be at a high level for many people.  I remain satisfied that 
the CSO statistics are representative of motor insurance price development, and I welcome in 
particular the direction of travel that the CSO index has displayed since it peaked in July 2016.

Finally, by way of further information to the Deputy, I understand that the CSO recently 
presented the Working Group with its Report into the feasibility of collecting price information 
on the cost of insurance to businesses, in accordance with Recommendation 1 of the Working 
Group’s Report on the Cost of Employer Liability and Public liability Insurance.  

The CSO is preparing to publish this Report shortly.

28/02/2019WRB04300Vehicle Registration Data

28/02/2019WRB0440045. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the number of cars on the 
roads with foreign registrations at any one time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10044/19]

28/02/2019WRB04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that they do 
not hold the information requested in their systems.

28/02/2019WRB04600Public Sector Pensions Data

28/02/2019WRB0470046. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the cost of income tax relief pro-
vided in the public service pension related deduction by section 790C of the Taxes Consolida-
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tion Act 1997 in each of the years 2015 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10083/19]

28/02/2019WRB04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the Public 
Service Pension Related Deduction (PRD) was not separately declared on tax returns, therefore 
the data requested by the Deputy for the years 2015 to 2017 are not available. For the Deputy’s 
information, the Additional Superannuation Contribution (ASC) replaced the PRD from 1 Janu-
ary 2019, and the income tax relief is provided for under section 790CA of the TCA 1997.

Since 1  January 2019, Revenue has introduced a new PAYE reporting system for employ-
ers. Under this system, employers are required to submit data in relation to emoluments paid 
and deductions made each time they run their payroll and this provides for the reporting of 
additional data not previously recorded. Information on the cost of relief arising from the ASC 
will be available later in 2019 once the new system has bedded down and the data are available 
for analysis.

28/02/2019WRB04900Rural Social Scheme

28/02/2019WRB0500047. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details 
supplied) on a rural social scheme is paying tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10147/19]

28/02/2019WRB05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
reviewed the tax situation of the person in question and confirmed to me that the income earned 
by him under the Rural Social Scheme is correctly taxable.  

Revenue has also confirmed that the person did not claim his full tax credits for the years in 
question, which resulted in overpayments of tax by him. Revenue has now allocated the correct 
credits to the person and balancing statements and refunds in respect of the years 2015 to 2018 
(inclusive) will issue to him in the coming days.

28/02/2019WRB05200Tax Reliefs Application

28/02/2019WRB0530048. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the status of work to provide 
updated regulations for section 481 tax relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8873/19]

28/02/2019WRB05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 481 TCA 1997 provides a 32% 
payable credit for eligible expenditure on film production in Ireland. It is available to Irish and 
international film production companies that are resident in the State or in an EEA State and 
carry on business in the State through a branch or subsidiary.

A number of  significant changes were made to the credit as part of 2018 Finance Bill pro-
cess. In recognition of the nature of the production cycle and the long lead in times needed for 
productions to be undertaken, the credit was extended from its original end date of 31 Decem-
ber 2020 to 31 December 2024. Additionally, it was legislated to require production companies 
to apply for payment of the tax credit under the self-assessment system.  This brings the opera-
tion of the credit within the normal penalty and prosecution provisions for incorrect claims. The 
application process has also been divided between the Revenue Commissioners and the Depart-
ment of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, it is envisioned that this will in particular contrib-
ute to alleviating the much publicised delays being experienced when applying for the credit.
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Revenue is currently bringing forward the Regulations which are necessary to give effect to 
the aforementioned Finance Act 2018 amendments.  The Regulations must be introduced with 
the consent of both myself and my colleague, the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht, and I understand that officials in both Departments are currently reviewing the relevant 
drafts with a view to providing final drafts for signature in early course.

Finance Bill 2018 also provided for a new short-term, tapered regional uplift, commencing 
at 5%, for productions being made in areas designated under the State aid regional guidelines.  
The regional uplift was introduced subject to State aid approval and the notification process is 
currently under way.

28/02/2019WRB05500Revenue Commissioners Enforcement Activity

28/02/2019WRB0560049. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the number of premises that were 
sent enforcement notices by the Revenue Commissioners in 2018 and to date in 2019 in relation 
to gaming machines specifically in areas in which Part III of the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956 
is not in force. [10031/19]

28/02/2019WRB05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, in ac-
cordance with Section 43 of the Finance Act 1975, a gaming machine which is made available 
for play in a public place without a Gaming Machine Licence is liable to forfeiture and may be 
seized. 

This provision applies irrespective of whether the machine is operated in an area where the 
relevant Local Authority has elected to permit gaming under Part III of the Gaming and Lotter-
ies Act 1956, or not.  For this reason, Revenue does not hold separate statistics on the number 
of actions taken in areas that permit gaming in accordance with the legislation.    

Prior to any unlicensed gaming machine being seized, Revenue is required to issue a 21-day 
warning notification to the non-compliant trader. In situations of continued non-compliance, 
this notification is followed up with subsequent 14-day and 7-day warning letters. Seizure ac-
tion only begins once the final warning period has expired. The table below sets out the num-
bers of warning notifications issued during 2018 and 2019 (to date):

Warning Type 21-Day 14-Day 7-Day Total 
Number Issued 182 68 30 280 

28/02/2019WRC00200Bank Charges

28/02/2019WRC0030050. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the changes in fees structure 
to move the area in which fees are levelled on each transaction for account holders with less 
than €3,000 in their account by a bank (details supplied) was notified and approved by the Cen-
tral Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10056/19]

28/02/2019WRC00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Bank fees, charges and commissions 
are subject to regulation under Section 149 of the Consumer Credit Act, 1995 (the Act) as 
amended. 

The Central Bank has advised that they cannot comment on individual entities.

In fulfilling its statutory role under the Act, the Central Bank assesses each notification 
received from a credit institution pursuant to the Act, where they wish to introduce any new 
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customer charge or increase any existing customer charge in respect of certain services, in ac-
cordance with the specific assessment criteria set out in the Act.  

Under the Act, credit institutions must notify the Central Bank if they wish to:

- Introduce any new customer ‘charge’ for providing a service, or

- Increase any existing customer ‘charge’ for providing a service. 

‘Service’ means any service provided by a credit institution to a customer in respect of the 
following -

a. Making and receiving payments;

b. Providing foreign exchange facilities;

c. Providing and granting credit; 

d. Maintaining and administrating transaction accounts used for the services specified by 
this subsection, including issuing statements.

‘Charge’ includes a penalty or surcharge interest by whichever name called, being an inter-
est charge imposed in respect of arrears on a credit agreement or a loan, but does not include 
any rate of interest or any charge, cost or expense levied by a party other than a credit institution 
in connection with the provision of a service to the credit institution or the customer and that is 
to be discharged by the customer.

Relevant charges are assessed by the Central Bank in accordance with the specific assess-
ment criteria laid down in the legislation as follows:

- the promotion of fair competition between credit institutions;

- the commercial justification submitted in respect of the proposal; 

- the impact new charges or increases in existing charges will have on customers; and

- a credit institution passing any costs on to its customers in proposing to impose or change 
any charge.

Having considered the proposed charge(s) under the assessment criteria as set out under the 
legislation, the proposed charges are either rejected, approved at lower levels than requested by 
the entity or approved in full.

Approvals are issued in the form of a letter of direction and the entity is legally bound to 
comply with this letter of direction.  The letter of direction sets out the maximum amount the 
credit institution is allowed to charge. Credit institutions are free to impose any pricing differen-
tials for the service up to the permitted maximum and are free to waive fees at their discretion.

If customers are unhappy with their current account provider for any reason, including cost, 
they have the right to switch to a different provider.  

The website of the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) lists the 
various charges imposed by the various financial institutions in Ireland for different types of 
transactions www.ccpc.ie.

Irish financial institutions have varying models for charges and have different regimes and 
conditions under which they are willing to grant transaction free banking.  Individuals’ use of 
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their bank account will be specific to each individual and I would strongly encourage people to 
look at this comparison site with their specific circumstances in mind in order to decide which 
institution offers the best product for their pattern of account usage.  My Department has run 
two media campaigns as part of a range of competition measures agreed with the European 
Commission to raise awareness and promote customer switching in the retail financial product 
area.  This was agreed in the context of the restructuring plans for AIB and PTSB.  The cam-
paign is being funded entirely by the two banks.  The campaign website www.switchyourbank.
ie provides straightforward practical information and support on switching and I would strongly 
encourage people to visit it.

28/02/2019WRC00500Banking Sector Data

28/02/2019WRC0060051. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if all existing banks here have a 
full and valid bankers licence. [10077/19]

28/02/2019WRC0070052. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if all loans existent here in the 
hands of commercial banks were issued with complete bankers licences. [10078/19]

28/02/2019WRC0080053. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance if a company (details supplied) 
was a holder of a bankers licence for its full existence. [10079/19]

28/02/2019WRC00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 51 to 
53, inclusive, together.

I am advised by the Central Bank that there are currently 480 entity types registered as 
Credit Institutions.  A Credit Institution means:

(a) an undertaking whose business is to receive deposits or other repayable funds from the 
public and to grant credits for its own account, or 

(b) an electronic money institution. 

The register can be viewed on the Central Bank of Ireland website. Further details are in-
cluded below. 

In addition, to carry out banking business a banking licence is required and all banks have 
received the necessary approvals from the Central Bank.  

Being granted a banking licence authorisation in one Member State opens the possibility 
that a credit institution can passport throughout the rest of the European Union without the need 
to establish a subsidiary in another Member State. 

Passporting can be effected through either the establishment of a branch in another Member 
State (subject to notifying the home member state) or by the provision of services in another 
Member State (i.e. services are provided in another Member State but no physical presence is 
established in that State), also subject to notification requirements.  

In accordance with Article 35 of the Capital Requirements Directive 2013/36/EC (CRD IV) 
any EEA credit institution wishing to exercise the freedom to provide services within another 
EEA Member State by establishing a branch shall notify the competent authorities of the home 
Member State of their intention to do so.  

In accordance with Article 39 of CRD IV any EEA credit institution wishing to exercise the 
freedom to provide services on a cross border basis within another EEA Member State shall 
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notify the competent authorities of the home Member State of their intention to do so.

The Central Bank also informs me that where an entity is operating as a bank, it is then re-
quired to hold a banking licence and therefore if it issues a loan as a bank it will have a banking 
licence.  However, it is possible that loans currently on a bank’s balance sheet may not have 
been issued by them originally as they could have bought the loan from another entity, which 
may not have been a bank when the loan was issued.

With specific regard to KBC Bank Ireland plc, this is a public limited company incorporated 
in Ireland under the Companies Acts 1963 to 2006 (no. 40537) on 14 February 1973 under the 
name Irish Inter-Continental Holdings Limited. On 25 April 1973, it changed its name to Irish 
Intercontinental Bank Limited. On 10 January 2000, it changed its name to IIB Bank Limited. 
On 29 March 2006, it re-registered as a public limited company under the name IIB Bank plc. 
On 24 October 2008, it changed its name to KBC Bank Ireland plc. The Transferee carries on 
a banking business in Ireland from its registered office at Sandwith Street, Dublin 2 and is the 
holder of a licence in relation thereto granted on 17 May 1973 under Section 9 of the Central 
Bank Act 1971.

Link to Financial Service Providers Register: http://registers.centralbank.ie/FirmSearch-
Page.aspx.

28/02/2019WRC01200Tax Data

28/02/2019WRC0130054. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
sought for a refund of income tax by taxpayers by virtue of claiming tax relief on certain expen-
ditures, claiming additional tax credits or as a result of a P35 annual statement request for each 
year since 2010; the amount refunded to income tax payers each year as a result in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10153/19]

28/02/2019WRC01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the num-
ber of PAYE taxpayers who received tax refunds following claims or review requests, and the 
total amounts refunded for the years 2010 to 2018, are set out in the table below. 

Tax Year Number of Taxpayers Amounts refunded €m
2010 500,783 €413.3
2011 501,419 €380.6
2012 587,314 €402.7
2013 632,745 €440.1
2014 654,296 €422.6
2015 663,237 €416.1
2016 628,364 €421.7
2017 537,656 €395.0
2018 174,455 €133.7

Revenue has also advised me that the data in respect of the years 2015 to 2018 are subject to 
change as further review requests for those years are still possible. Revenue also confirmed that 
some 200,000 additional taxpayers also received balancing statements (P21) during the years in 
question but were not due a refund. 
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28/02/2019WRC01500Economic and Social Research Institute

28/02/2019WRC0160055. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to publish the re-
port on the funding gap in relation to the banking system here; if it states that Irish banks need 
to double their loan to deposit ratio from 0.8 to 1.6 by 2024 in the event that 50,000 new homes 
were needed each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10154/19]

28/02/2019WRC01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In December 2016, the ESRI published 
‘Ireland’s Economic Outlook: Prospective and Policy Challenges’.  The report included an esti-
mate for the increase in bank credit required to fund the Institute’s estimate for housing supply. 
The ESRI used COSMO — the structural econometric model of the Irish economy — to gener-
ate estimates of both the mortgage credit required to purchase projected housing supply and the 
construction credit required to build it. 

 Last year, the Department of Finance undertook to update the work of the ESRI. Given the 
importance of housing to the macro economy it was deemed appropriate to amend the supply 
projection to a hypothetical 50,000 units by 2024. The report estimated that if such a level of 
supply was funded exclusively by the domestic banks, the loan to deposit (LTD) ratio of the ag-
gregate Irish banking system would rise from 70 per cent as of Q4 2017, to 160 per cent in Q4 
2024. Of course, housing supply is not funded exclusively by domestic banks and other sources 
of funding already exist in the Irish market.

Over recent years a number of non-bank entities have emerged to fund residential develop-
ment. Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs), pension funds, private equity providers and spe-
cialist lenders are now active in the market providing equity and debt to developers. Given the 
demand/supply imbalance that currently exists, the increase in funders willing to fund construc-
tion is most welcome. There are also wider benefits to this process of diversification. As well as 
being consistent with the EU’s Capital Markets Union agenda, such non-bank investment in the 
residential sector releases bank capital for alternative forms of lending. 

It is important to note that the LTD ratio is also an insufficient metric by which to measure 
the ability of the Irish banking system to fund their lending activities. It is similarly an insuf-
ficient gauge by which to measure banking stability. In fact, under Basel III, LTD ratio require-
ments were removed and replaced with two quantitative liquidity management regulations — 
the Net Stable Funding Requirement (NSFR) and Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR). The NSFR 
takes the liquidity value of assets into account, while the LCR aims to ensure credit institutions 
hold a sufficient reserve of high quality unencumbered liquid assets that can be converted into 
cash under stressed conditions. Further, banks have many other sources of funding available to 
support their lending activities. Debt issuance, securitisation and covered bonds are just some 
examples of options available to the banking system. 

Officials from the Department of Finance are currently working on the bank funding paper, 
which remains in draft form. The Department intends to publish the work in the near future. 

28/02/2019WRC01800Mortgage Lending

28/02/2019WRC0190056. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the 
operation of exemptions to the lending rules for banks as part of the macro prudential mortgage 
rules of the Central Bank; if the exemptions are deemed to be used at the point of the mortgage 
sanction or drawdown; if statistics in relation to the use of the exemptions for each year since 
they were introduced will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10155/19]
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28/02/2019WRC02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland has put in 
place certain requirements in relation to the provision of residential mortgage credit by regu-
lated entities. These are set out in regulations made by the Bank under the Central Bank (Su-
pervision and Enforcement) Act 2013. These mortgage measures are now a permanent feature 
of the mortgage market and the Central Bank is satisfied that they are operating in line with 
their stated objectives of enhancing the resilience of banks and borrowers to future shocks and 
reducing the risk of credit - house price spirals from developing. 

The Central Bank introduced proportionate limits, or exemption allowances, for new lend-
ing above the stated loan to value (LTV) and loan to income (LTI) caps which apply to new resi-
dential mortgage lending. The proportionate limits allow lenders to make credit decisions based 
on an individual borrower’s circumstances, subject to the overall exemption limit amounts as 
permitted by the lending regulations. Notwithstanding these proportionate limits, lenders are 
still required to assess an individual borrower’s affordability and to lend prudently on a case-
by-case basis, in line with the requirements of the Consumer Protection Code and other regula-
tory requirements.  The utilisation of these exemption allowances are monitored on an annual 
basis by the Central Bank in order to check compliance by lenders, and are evaluated relative 
to mortgage drawdowns.

The current calibration of the mortgage lending exemption measures permits lenders, in 
respect of the LTV limits, to provide up to 5% of new lending to first time buyers (FTBs) above 
the applicable 90% LTV cap and for non-first time buyers (non FTBs) to provide up to 20% 
of new lending above the 80% LTV cap. For buy to let mortgages, up to 10% new lending can 
exceed the 70% LTV cap. In respect of the 3.5 times LTI limit which applies to all PDH lending, 
up to 20% of new lending to FTBs and up to 10% of new lending to non FTBs can exceed this 
cap. (In addition certain types or categories of mortgage lending will also fall outside the LTV 
or LTI or both restrictions). 

The table attached provides the number and value of PDH and BTL mortgages which re-
ceived either an LTV or LTI exemption allowance from the time the lending rules were intro-
duced in February 2015 to end June 2018. 

PDH LTI Allow-
ances

PDH LTV Allow-
ances

BTL LTV Allow-
ances

Year No. Value (€m) No. Value (€m) No. Value (€m) 
2015 1,976 442.22 1,322 329.33 34 4.37
2016 2,655 663.15 2,058 591.92 25 3.69
2017 4,471 1,220.02 1,892 546.20 34 7.58
2018H1 1,883 556.10 753 237.10 14 2.30

28/02/2019WRC02100Public Liability Insurance

28/02/2019WRC0220057. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the progress being made on 
the introduction of an index to track employer and public liability insurance costs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10156/19]

28/02/2019WRC02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the Cost of 
Insurance Working Group (CIWG) made a recommendation that the Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) consider the feasibility of collecting price information on the cost of general liability 
insurance for businesses in the State and report to my Department on this by the end of 2018.

I have been informed that the CSO submitted a draft report to my Department in Decem-
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ber 2018 on the work undertaken on the feasibility study to date.  Subsequently in January, it 
presented its final report to the CIWG and I understand that the CSO will publish this Report 
shortly.

The Report outlines in broad terms the challenges that will be faced in developing a busi-
ness insurance index, in particular the much more heterogeneous nature of the market compared 
to the relatively homogeneous motor insurance market.  This much broader based sector creates 
significant methodological and practical challenges that would need to be overcome in order to 
produce a price index which accurately reflects changes in price in this area. For example a de-
cision would have to be made as to what products would need to be tracked consistently which 
best represents the overall market. 

I understand that in its Report the CSO has examined a number of options, many of which 
it has concluded are not feasible. However, I also understand that the Report also does outline 
one potential option which it believes warrants further exploration, and it intends doing so over 
the next number of months to see if it can make such an index operational.   

28/02/2019WRC02400Public Liability Insurance

28/02/2019WRC0250058. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of insurance 
awards paid out in each of the years since 2010 in respect of claims related to employer liability 
and public liability insurance in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10157/19]

28/02/2019WRC0260059. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid by policy-
holders by way of insurance premiums in each of the years since 2010 in respect of employer 
liability and public liability insurance in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10158/19]

28/02/2019WRC02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 58 
and 59 together.

At the outset, it is important to note that while as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for 
the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation, my Department does 
not collect the type of information being sought by the Deputy.  Further, I understand that the 
Central Bank of Ireland does not have access to market-wide data on claims paid and premiums 
received for Employers Liability and Public Liability Insurance.  For example it does not have 
data with respect to firms that are passporting into Ireland on a freedom of services basis.   

I would note however, that the Cost of Insurance Working Group, in its Report on the Cost 
of Employer and Public Liability Insurance, published data in relation to both types of insur-
ance that it had received from Insurance Ireland, in Chapter 4 of the Report.  In this context, 
there is financial year data provided for the years 2011 to 2016 relating to the number of claims 
reported in each of the years, certain key financial indicators such as gross earned premium, 
investment income, gross incurred claims, gross management expenses and gross commissions.  
The Deputy may find this useful in relation to his immediate enquiries.  

The Deputy should note also that Recommendation 4 of the Report requires the Department 
of Finance to publish a Key Information Report for employer and public liability insurance.  
In this context, the Department has asked Insurance Ireland to provide a more detailed data on 
claims paid and incurred claims, to be augmented with data on settlement rates, policy counts, 
and disaggregated by an accident year basis.  This request was submitted to Insurance Ireland 
in the first half of 2018.  The Deputy will also note that it has not been possible for the De-
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partment to fully implement this Recommendation as Insurance Ireland, who do not routinely 
collect such information either, has found the exercise of compiling this data complex and has 
signalled to my Department that it needs further time to complete this exercise.  I am hopeful 
that Insurance Ireland will be able to submit the requested data shortly so as to allow my De-
partment to commence production of its Report.  

In addition, the Deputy will be aware that the Oireachtas recently passed the legislation 
to provide relevant powers to the Central Bank of Ireland to establish the National Claims 
Information Database.  The Central Bank (National Claims Information Database) Act 2018 
was commenced by the Central Bank (National Claims Information Database) Act 2018 (Com-
mencement) Order 2019 (S.I. 2 of 2019) on Monday 28 January 2019.  The Central Bank plans 
to collect claims data for the National Claims Information Database from insurance undertak-
ings in the first half of 2019, with a view to publishing its first annual report under the legisla-
tion in the second half of the year.  It is expected that the Central Bank will collect and publish 
motor insurance claims information in respect of the last 10 years, including the number of 
claims reported and settled, the amounts paid on claims, the incurred cost on claims (i.e. the 
amount paid plus the outstanding amount to be paid, if any), and the actuarial estimate of the 
final cost of claims i.e. ultimate costs.  

While the National Claims Information Database will focus on private motor insurance 
initially, the underpinning legislation has been developed in such a way as to allow its scope to 
increase over time. In this regard, the Cost of Insurance Working Group recommended in its Re-
port on the Cost of Employer liability and Public liability Insurance that by the end of this year, 
the Central Bank produce a report on the merits and feasibility of collecting employer liability 
and public liability insurance data for inclusion in the National Claims Information Database.

28/02/2019WRC02900Mortgage Protection Policies

28/02/2019WRC0300060. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the consumer protection 
laws, regulations and codes that govern mortgage protection insurance specifically the area 
preventing mortgage providers from restricting customers to certain insurance companies; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10164/19]

28/02/2019WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Central Bank that 
when an individual(s) applies for a mortgage loan to buy a home, the individual(s) will gener-
ally be required to take out mortgage protection insurance. This is a particular type of life as-
surance taken out for the term of the mortgage and designed to pay it off on the death of the 
borrower or joint borrower.

In most cases, a lender is legally required under Section 126 of the Consumer Credit Act 
1995 to make sure that a mortgage applicant has a mortgage protection insurance before grant-
ing a mortgage loan, with some exceptions.  These exceptions apply where:

(a) the house in respect of which the loan is made is, in the mortgage lender’s opinion, not 
intended for use as the principal residence of the borrower or of his dependants, 

(b) loans to persons who belong to a class of persons which would not be acceptable to an 
insurer, or which would only be acceptable to an insurer at a premium significantly higher than 
that payable by borrowers generally,

(c) loans to persons who are over 50 years of age at the time the loan is approved,

(d) loans to persons who, at the time the loan is made, have otherwise arranged life assur-
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ance, providing for payment of a sum, in the event of death, of not less than the sum referred to 
in subsection (1).

Under the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016 
(“CMCAR”), lenders are restricted from making the approval of a mortgage contingent on the 
purchase of another product.  These Regulations came into operation on 21 March 2016 on foot 
of EU legislation in this field, and replaced Provision 3.17 of the Consumer Protection Code 
2012 in the case of activities coming within the scope of those Regulations.  Regulation 13(1) 
provides ‘Subject to the provisions of this Regulation, a creditor or mortgage credit intermedi-
ary shall not sell, or offer to sell, to a consumer a credit agreement to which these Regulations 
apply in a package with other distinct financial products or services or conveyancing services, 
auctioneering services or other services relating to land which that person may require whether 
or not in connection with the loan where that credit agreement is not made available to the 
consumer separately’.    

  In addition, Regulation 13(7) provides that ‘  If a creditor requires a consumer to hold a 
policy of insurance related to the credit agreement, the creditor shall accept a policy selected 
by the consumer (and which can be from an insurance provider different to the preferred sup-
plier of the creditor) provided that such a policy has a level of guarantee equivalent to the one 
the creditor has proposed and in any event shall be no greater than an amount that would be 
required to guarantee repayment of the outstanding credit or to insure the value of the security. 
This is without prejudice to the requirements of sections 124, 126 and 127 of the Consumer 
Credit Act 1995”.

28/02/2019WRC03200Insurance Compensation Fund

28/02/2019WRC0330061. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when the next court hear-
ing is expected in relation the liquidation of a company (details supplied) and the  authorisa-
tion payments from the Insurance Compensation Fund to outstanding claimants; the number of 
claimants expected to be paid; the value expected to be paid out; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10165/19]

28/02/2019WRC03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Setanta Insurance (“Setanta”) was 
placed into liquidation by the Malta Financial Services Authority on 30 April 2014. As it was 
a Maltese incorporated company, the liquidation is being carried out under Maltese law.  The 
Deputy will be aware that the Insurance (Amendment) Act 2018 (Act 21 of 2018) was enacted 
in July 2018. The Act inter alia provides for revised arrangements for the on-going administra-
tion of the Insurance Compensation Fund (ICF), including for the relevant applications to the 
President of the High Court.  The most recent tranche of payments to Setanta claimants took 
place in late November 2018. To date, 670 personal injury claimants have been compensated in 
full.  The liquidator of Setanta has informed me that since the last application was submitted, a 
further 125 personal injury claimants have now been agreed and these will be included in the 
next submission to the Fund bringing the total number of personal injury claimants who have 
agreed settlements to 795. There are a further 411 personal injury claimants who have yet to 
settle their claims.  The latest information from the liquidator estimates that the total value of 
the next tranche will be approximately €7 million.  Currently, no date has yet been fixed for the 
presentation of the next tranche of payments to the High Court.  However, I am informed by the 
State Claims Agency that the preparatory work has commenced with a view to arranging a court 
date during March which will allow payments to issue by late March or early April.  Finally, it 
should be noted that the process of settling claims is still ongoing and is subject in some cases to 
court procedures. The liquidator of Setanta estimates that the process of settling the vast major-
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ity of these outstanding claims should be completed by end - 2019.

28/02/2019WRC03500Tax Reliefs Data

28/02/2019WRC0360062. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies 
that have availed of the capital gains tax entrepreneurial relief in each year since it was intro-
duced; the cost of the relief in each year since it was introduced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10166/19]

28/02/2019WRC03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed the Deputy is referring 
to the revised Entrepreneurial Relief provided for by section 597AA of the Taxes Consolida-
tion Act 1997. This provision was introduced in the Finance Act 2015 and provides relief from 
Capital Gains Tax for individuals disposing of business investments in certain circumstances. 

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that the number of claims and the cost of the 
relief are available at link https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/sta-
tistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx.

For the Deputy’s convenience, the cost of the revised Entrepreneurial Relief was €20.4 mil-
lion with 406 individuals claiming the relief.  At present this information is only available for 
2016. Figures will be published in the coming months for 2017 when all returns for that year 
have been analysed.

28/02/2019WRC03800Public Liability Insurance

28/02/2019WRC0390063. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of insurance 
underwriters authorised and prudentially regulated here to underwrite public liability and em-
ployer liability insurance; his views on the lack of competition for small businesses; the number 
of insurance underwriters for public liability and employer liability that are still prudentially 
regulated in the UK and regulated here under freedom of service; the impact Brexit will have 
on this sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10167/19]

28/02/2019WRC04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note 
that while as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework 
governing financial regulation, my Department does not collect the type of information being 
sought by the Deputy.  The day to day supervision of insurance undertakings is a matter for 
the Central Bank of Ireland, and so my officials have consulted with the Bank in respect of the 
information sought. 

In this regard, I am advised by the Central Bank of Ireland that, during 2017 (the latest 
available figures), 20 insurance undertakings, which are prudentially supervised by the Central 
Bank, wrote general liability business in Ireland.  It has also indicated that in 2017, there were 
13 insurance undertakings, which are authorised in the UK, that were writing general liability 
business via Freedom of Service (FOS) or Freedom of Establishment (FOE).  A further figure 
which the Central Bank has provided my Department with is the fact that there are currently 
139 insurance undertakings, which are authorised in the UK, that are notified to write general 
liability insurance on a Freedom of Service (FOS) basis in Ireland.  

With regard to the point about competition raised by the Deputy, it is accepted that there is 
a lack of availability of employer/public liability insurance providers for certain types of small 
businesses.  For instance, I am aware of the particular difficulties currently being faced by the 
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play centre sector. It would appear that the main reason for these difficulties is due to a lack of 
capacity in the market which I understand has been driven to some degree by the overall claims 
level in the sector. In determining their willingness to enter into or remain in a particular sector 
of the market, insurers will generally make an assessment of what they consider the overall risk 
to be.  Therefore unfortunately even in situations where there have been no claims,  part of their 
assessment of what premium level to charge, or whether to offer cover in the first place  will be 
based on what they consider the general likely trend for claims in the sector will be, based on 
their overall past experience.  This difficulty is reinforced by the fact that award levels in this 
country are significantly higher in this country than for instance the UK.

Consequently, these difficulties in the employer/public liability insurance sector explain 
why Minister of State D’Arcy is placing such an emphasis on implementing the recommenda-
tions of the second PIC Report as both of us are of the view that bringing our award levels more 
in line with other jurisdictions is essential if there is to be a sustainable reduction in insurance 
costs in the near future.  If this were to occur, I have no doubt that that there would be more 
entrants into the Irish market and more competitive pricing.

With regard to Brexit and its impacts, the decision of the UK to exit the European Union 
undoubtedly poses challenges for the Irish insurance market, given the level of cross-border 
insurance business.  This will be the case no matter what the outcome is of negotiations on the 
UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  However, in terms of general liability insurance (including 
employer and public liability insurance in particular), I understand that the majority of the main 
non-life insurers operating in Ireland also write this type of business.  In addition,  the Central 
Bank has advised that in 2017, 40% of the domestic Irish liability market was provided by UK 
authorised insurers, with one large UK insurer accounting for 22% of that total liability expo-
sure. The Central Bank notes that: 

- this insurer has implemented its Brexit plan for both new and existing business; 

- the majority of undertakings providing liability insurance have developed and are cur-
rently progressing and implementing their Brexit plans on time for 29 March.

As liability insurance is a commercial insurance product, the Central Bank expects that 
insurance brokers are reviewing the capacity of the insurance market and ensuring that their 
commercial clients are provided with suitable products from insurers to match their commercial 
client needs.

In conclusion, my view is that the impact of Brexit on the provision of insurance should not 
be that significant.  I think of much more importance to the general health of the sector is the 
need to address the high award levels for soft tissue injuries in line with the recommendations 
of the PIC.

28/02/2019WRC04100Economic Policy

28/02/2019WRC0420064. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which he con-
tinues to monitor the economic situation arising from unsettled international trade conditions 
and notwithstanding Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10200/19]

28/02/2019WRC04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I regularly monitor the latest economic 
developments.  My Department continually analyses and prepares briefing on short and medi-
um term macroeconomic trends in European and international economy. This includes inform-
ing me of the latest forecasts of the global economy and of our key trading partners from the 
international institutions.
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The Economic and Fiscal Outlook published with Budget 2019 identified a number of ex-
ternal risks relating to trade disruptions and Brexit. My Department’s latest macroeconomic 
outlook, including the external risk assessment, will be contained in the Stability Programme 
Update which will be published in April.

At European level, through both the ECOFIN and Eurogroup meetings, ministers work 
alongside the European Commission and the European Central Bank (ECB) to take stock of 
the latest economic situation, including the risks to the European economy’s growth prospects. 

The latest forecasts from the international institutions show a sharp deterioration in the ex-
ternal environment. There are strong indications that the global economic expansion, underway 
since 2016 and for longer in the EU and the US, has peaked. Momentum in the global economy 
has been slowing since the second half of 2018. Global GDP growth is projected to ease gradu-
ally from 3.7 per cent in 2018 to around 3½ per cent in 2019 and 2020. 

Short-term indicators are pointing to a slowdown in the pace of growth. This reflects con-
tinuing risks relating to Brexit, tighter global financial conditions, geopolitical tensions and 
trade protectionism. 

Escalating trade conflicts are negatively affecting the growth outlook in all countries. In-
dicators such as trade volumes, industrial production and manufacturing purchasing managers 
index (PMIs) are all declining. The key issue for Europe and the world economy is to safeguard 
the open, rules-based, global trading system which has been associated with raising living stan-
dards throughout the world. 

Ireland, as a highly open, export focussed, economy is particularly sensitive to a slowdown 
in world trade and overall economic growth. The slowing world growth momentum and the 
implications for Ireland’s economy, underline the importance of improving the resilience of the 
economy by building fiscal buffers and focussing on competitiveness. 

28/02/2019WRC04400Mortgage Interest Rates

28/02/2019WRC0450065. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent of discussions he 
has had with the European Central Bank and the Central Bank here in the context of bringing 
mortgage interest rates into line with the European norm; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10203/19]

28/02/2019WRC04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the European 
Central Bank is independently responsible for the formulation and implementation of monetary 
policy in the euro area.  Accordingly it is a matter for the ECB to set official interest rates and to 
operate the other tools for the implementation of its monetary policy decisions.  In the context 
of the Single Supervisory Mechanism, the ECB also plays a key role in the prudential supervi-
sion of European banks and the maintenance of the stability of the overall banking system.  

While the ECB will have an interest in matters relating to the transmission of monetary 
policy, the ECB does not have a role in the setting of lending or deposit interest rates by in-
dividual banks or other financial institutions.  That is a commercial and business matter for 
individual banks.  Nevertheless, when he appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform and Taoiseach in November 2018 with the Governor 
of the Central Bank of Ireland, the President of the ECB acknowledged that lending rates in 
Ireland are high.  More particularly, this is the case in relation to the provision of new mortgage 
credit.  As the Deputy is aware, there are a number of factors for this such as the cost of funds, 
the need for lenders to reflect the level of credit risk (and which is still an important factor in 
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Ireland as a consequence of the banking and property collapse) and the need for banks to build 
up adequate capital buffers to meet increasing regulatory requirements and to withstand future 
adverse shocks.  The high level of concentration in the market for the provision of new mort-
gage credit is also a relevant factor.  

I also maintain close contact with the Governor of the Central Bank and it should be noted 
that the Bank has recently made a number of changes to the Consumer Protection Code which 
are designed to facilitate and promote mortgage switching through enhancing the transpar-
ency of the mortgage framework, to provide additional protections to consumers who decide 
to switch mortgage provider and overall to help consumers make savings on their mortgage 
repayments.

28/02/2019WRC04700Tax Code

28/02/2019WRC0480066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which it is 
expected that Ireland does not become a collector of corporation profits tax in respect of profit 
earned in jurisdictions other than here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10206/19]

28/02/2019WRC04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
Apple State aid case as the European Commission has said publicly that the recovery amount 
may be reduced if other countries were to require Apple to pay more taxes.

Notwithstanding the appeal that the Government has lodged in the Apple State aid case, 
Ireland is required to comply with the binding articles of the Commission’s Final Decision and 
to recover the alleged aid from Apple. As such the collection of the alleged State aid has been 
completed, with the funds having being transferred to an Escrow Fund in which they will be 
held until the conclusion of the legal process.

The Commission’s Decision does not change the taxing rights in other countries and what 
the Commission is referring to here forms part of the regular private tax process for any global 
company, whereby they are responsible for managing their global tax affairs in the various ju-
risdictions in which they are located.  It is therefore a matter between the company in question 
and the tax authorities in the various locations where they do business as to whether there are 
any taxation issues to be addressed and I am not in a position to comment on any such engage-
ment due to the necessity to respect taxpayer confidentiality.

28/02/2019WRC05000Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

28/02/2019WRC0510067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention and the at-
tention of the Central Bank has been drawn to the pressure being exerted on borrowers that have 
consistently engaged with their lenders and have made payment in many cases up to the maxi-
mum required but are now being pursued in the courts notwithstanding; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10207/19]

28/02/2019WRC05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Central Bank of 
Ireland that within the remit of its responsibilities for safeguarding stability and protecting con-
sumers, its approach to mortgage arrears resolution is focused on ensuring the fair treatment 
of borrowers through a strong consumer protection framework and ensuring that lenders have 
appropriate arrears resolution strategies and operations in place.  

The Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) forms part of the Central Bank’s Con-
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sumer Protection Framework.  It is a statutory Code first introduced by the Central Bank in 
February 2009, with the current CCMA becoming effective from 1 July 2013.  The CCMA pro-
vides a strong consumer protection framework, aimed specifically at the process to be followed 
by relevant firms, to ensure borrowers in arrears or pre-arrears in respect of a mortgage loan 
secured on a primary residence are treated in a timely, transparent and fair manner.

Banks, retail credit firms and credit servicing firms are all required to comply with the 
CCMA.  The overriding objective of the CCMA is to ensure the fair and transparent treatment 
of consumers in mortgage arrears or pre-arrears, and that due regard is had to the fact that each 
case of mortgage arrears is unique and needs to be considered on its own merits.  The CCMA 
recognises that it is in the interests of borrowers and regulated firms to address financial dif-
ficulties as speedily, effectively and sympathetically as circumstances allow.  It sets out the 
Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), a four-step process that regulated entities must 
follow:  

Step 1: Communicate with borrower;

Step 2: Gather financial information;

Step 3: Assess the borrower’s circumstances; and

Step 4: Propose a resolution

Each regulated entity must consider the borrower’s situation in the context of the solutions 
they provide, which may differ from firm to firm.  The CCMA does not prescribe the solution 
which must be offered.  

Under the CCMA, a regulated entity may only commence legal proceedings for reposses-
sion where it has made every reasonable effort to agree an alternative repayment arrangement 
(ARA) with the borrowers and other clear requirements are met or the borrower has been clas-
sified as not co-operating.

This framework requires lenders to exhaust the options available from the suite of ARAs 
offered before taking action which may result in the borrower losing his/her home (whether 
by voluntary sale or repossession).  During the legal process, borrowers have opportunities to 
re-engage with lenders to find a solution.  In some circumstances, however, loss of ownership 
may be unavoidable.

The arrears handling provisions in Chapter 8 of the Consumer Protection Code (the Code) 
apply when the loan is not a mortgage loan to which the CCMA applies.  The Code requires that 
regulated entities have in place written procedures for the handling of arrears.   Where an ac-
count is in arrears, a regulated entity must seek to agree an approach that will assist the personal 
consumer in resolving the arrears.  Specified information in relation to arrears must be made 
available to personal consumers, including general information to encourage the consumer to 
deal with arrears and stating the benefits of dealing with arrears.

Where an account remains in arrears for 31 calendar days after the arrears first arose, a 
regulated entity must inform the consumer of the status of the account and other specified in-
formation. This includes the amount of the arrears to date and the interest rate applicable to the 
arrears, details of any charges in relation to the arrears that may be applied and the importance 
of the personal consumer engaging with the regulated entity in order to address the arrears.  
This must be updated every three months, where the arrears persist. 

Where a regulated entity reaches an agreement on a revised repayment arrangement with 
a personal consumer, the regulated entity must provide the personal consumer with a clear 
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explanation of the revised repayment arrangement and clarification on what data relating to 
the consumer’s arrears will be shared with the Irish Credit Bureau or any other relevant credit 
reference agency.

I would also like to draw the Deputy’s attention to the Abhaile scheme, the aim of which 
is to ensure that people who are at risk of losing their homes to address their mortgage arrears 
and to help them wherever possible, to remain in their homes. The Insolvency Service of Ire-
land have stated that if a debtor can, at least, service the current market value of their home, 
irrespective of the mortgage balance, a Personal Insolvency Practitioner will be able to secure 
a permanent solution that returns the debtor to solvency and allow them remain in their fam-
ily home. In over 90% of Personal Insolvency Arrangements, the debtor has remained in their 
home notwithstanding the fact that the majority of such cases were in long term arrears. 

Since Abhaile was established in 2016, over 10,000 households in mortgage arrears have 
received free financial, legal and insolvency advice from a Personal Insolvency Practitioner 
or a Dedicated Mortgage Arrears Practitioner under the scheme. Over 7,100 borrowers facing 
repossession proceedings have received advice and support from a Court Mentor and almost 
4,800 borrowers facing repossession proceedings have received legal assistance at court from 
an Abhaile Duty Solicitor.   

28/02/2019WRC05300Small and Medium Enterprises

28/02/2019WRC0540068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which his at-
tention has been drawn to particular circumstances in which small business borrowers on foot 
of a court judgment or otherwise and continue to make payments in line therewith are being 
forced into court for the purpose of repossession; if a particular intervention may be appropri-
ate in such circumstance with particular reference to lending agencies no longer operating here; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10208/19]

28/02/2019WRC05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the courts are 
independent in the exercise of their judicial functions, and as Minister for Finance I cannot in-
tervene in matters before them.

The Central Bank has published regulations for firms lending to small and medium enter-
prises, these aim to strengthen protections for SMEs when borrowing from regulated lenders, 
they set out a framework which regulated entities must comply with when dealing with SME 
borrowers in arrears and financial difficulties.  The SME Regulations require regulated enti-
ties to establish and maintain in writing policies and procedures for dealing with borrowers in 
financial difficulties.  

My Department will continue to keep all relevant legislation under review in order to ensure 
that borrowers whose loans have been sold are properly protected. In addition, the Department 
of Finance expect that the Central Bank, as regulator of credit servicing firms, will be vigilant 
in this area and raise any specific instances where they have found consumers have not had their 
protections upheld or that their positions have been disadvantaged.

28/02/2019WRC05600Economic Growth

28/02/2019WRC0570069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which issues 
with the potential to overheat the economy have been identified; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10210/19]
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28/02/2019WRC05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On the back of the strong growth re-
corded over the last number of years, our economy has moved from a stage of economic re-
covery to a more mature stage of development. The recovery in the economy in part reflects 
improvements in Ireland’s competitiveness over the last number of years. As measured by the 
Central Bank’s Real Harmonised Competitiveness Indicator, Ireland’s competitiveness has im-
proved by over 21 per cent from the low point in 2008. 

Despite the rapid rate of recovery, the main signs of overheating – for instance pay de-
velopments, credit growth, and inflation - do not yet suggest that overheating pressures have 
emerged. While price pressures have been seen in the housing market, these are more a function 
of structural imbalances between supply and demand, which we are actively seeking to allevi-
ate, rather than evidence of over-heating.

The strong growth in employment over the last number of years has seen the unemployment 
rate fall from a peak of 16 per cent in early 2012 to 5.7 per cent in January 2019.  Despite the 
improvements in the labour market, the economy is not yet operating at full capacity, with the 
unemployment rate still above the level considered to represent full employment in Ireland. 
Although, average hourly earnings grew at just over 3 per cent in 2018, this follows nearly a 
decade of low or negative earnings growth. 

Importantly the recovery in the economy has not yet given rise to inflationary pressure. For 
the sixth consecutive year inflation, as measured by the Harmonized Index of Consumer Prices, 
has been below 1 per cent. This trend has continued into 2019, with inflation of just 0.8 per cent 
recorded in January 2019. 

As in any healthy economy, the pickup in credit growth has taken hold, albeit at a mod-
est pace. However, since the financial crisis, a number of additional safeguards have been put 
in place to prevent the unsustainable build-up of credit, most notably the introduction of the 
macro-prudential regulations by the Central Bank. 

Over the medium term, with the domestic economy expected to drive growth, it is important 
that we remain cognisant of the potential upward pressure this will place on both prices and 
wages, which could give rise to a loss of competitiveness. Indeed, in order to prevent overheat-
ing pressures emerging we must focus on maintaining competitiveness-oriented policies, whilst 
avoiding pro-cyclical policy measures.  To this end, the Government will continue to implement 
budgetary policies designed to ensure economic stability and fiscal sustainability. This prudent 
approach to our public finances will help to mitigate against any future downturn in economy 
activity. 

28/02/2019WRD00200EU-IMF Programme of Support

28/02/2019WRD0030070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the interest rates at which 
Ireland borrowed in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10211/19]

28/02/2019WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): To grant context to my response, I feel 
it appropriate to highlight that funding from the EU/IMF Programme replaced Ireland’s long-
term bond issuance in 2011. 

Therefore, while the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) maintained a con-
tinuous, albeit limited presence in short-term markets in 2011, the focus of this response is on 
the funding sourced under the EU/IMF Programme. 

During 2011 drawdowns from the European Financial Stabilisation Mechanism (EFSM), 
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the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the first tranche of the UK bilateral loan totalled just under €35 billion.  

As outlined in the NTMA Results and Business Review 2011 which was published in January 
2012, the average interest rate on this borrowing was 3.7% following hedging operations by the 
NTMA to protect against currency and interest rate risk.  

28/02/2019WRD00500Garda Stations

28/02/2019WRD0060071. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of a new Garda station (details supplied) in County Limerick; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10040/19]

28/02/2019WRD00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am pleased 
to inform the Deputy that the consultant architect has been appointed for this project. Tenders 
for  a Mechanical and Electrical engineer and Civil and Structural Engineer have been received 
and are currently being assessed. I am advised by the Commissioners of Public Works that 
they expect to have the process of appointing a Mechanical and Electrical engineer  completed 
within the next few weeks, which will then be followed in due course  by the appointment of 
the Civil and Structural Engineer.

28/02/2019WRD00800Project Ireland 2040 Funding

28/02/2019WRD0090072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
degree to which he expects the objectives of Project Ireland 2040 to be sufficiently funded and 
in line with projections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10201/19]

28/02/2019WRD0100073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the extent to which he remains satisfied that the alleged cost overrun in respect of the national 
children’s hospital will not materially affect the delivery of other projects over the next three 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10202/19]

28/02/2019WRD01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 72 and 73 together.

The Government has already resolved to allocate funding in line with the objectives of Proj-
ect Ireland 2040, and the National Development Plan 2018-2027 sets out the resource envelope 
to that end. 

In my role as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform I am responsible for setting the 
overall capital allocations across Departments and for monitoring monthly expenditure at a De-
partmental level.  Responsibility for delivery of individual projects within allocation rests with 
the relevant sponsoring Department or Agency. 

I can confirm that the Government is making very significant investments under the NDP. 
Budget 2019 included a €1.4 billion (24%) increase in public capital expenditure this year. Pub-
lic investment this year will reach 3.5% of national income (GNI*) compared to an EU average 
in recent years of 2.7% (GDP).

28/02/2019WRD01300Office of Public Works Properties
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28/02/2019WRD0140074. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
OPW has received a valuation for lands at a location from an organisation (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10039/19]

28/02/2019WRD01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accor-
dance with DPER Circular 11/15 - Protocols for the Transfer and Sharing of State Property 
Assets - , a site valuation, as determined by the Valuation Office, is required to set the sale price 
for a property transaction between public bodies.  In this particular case, the property in Kilm-
ore Quay is owned by Wexford Co Co and they have referred the case to the Valuation Office. 
Under the agreed protocols the valuation is binding on both parties. A response is awaited from 
the Valuation Office and Wexford Co Co in this case.

28/02/2019WRD01600Public Procurement Contracts Data

28/02/2019WRD0170075. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
processes in place in terms of procurement in relation to the sourcing and provision of office 
furniture throughout the Civil Service and Departments; the number of companies that provide 
this service; the rules in place for the providers of these services in terms of winning a contract 
with the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10055/19]

28/02/2019WRD01800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office 
of Public Works has put a number of framework contracts  in place for the supply of office 
furniture.   The framework contracts were awarded following a public tender process under 
national and EU procurement rules, through the eTenders website and OJEC as required.  The 
framework contracts have been awarded on basis of the most economically advantageous ten-
der.  The contracts are available for use by Civil Service departments and other public sector 
organisations and most furniture is procured through them.  There are nine companies currently 
supplying furniture on these frameworks.  As these are single supplier frameworks individual 
contracts are awarded on a draw-down basis. Non-standard items not covered by framework 
contracts such as shelving and some flooring are tendered as required.

Public sector organisations may procure furniture through other contracts, separate to the 
framework contracts put in place by the Office of Public Works. 

28/02/2019WRD01900Public Procurement Contracts Expenditure

28/02/2019WRD0200076. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the value 
of the contract or contracts for the provision of furniture to the Civil Service and Departments; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10063/19]

28/02/2019WRD02100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office of 
Public Works has a number of framework contracts in place for the supply of office furniture 
for use by Civil Service departments and other public sector organisations.  In 2018 a total of 
€16,664,556.70 was spent on the provision of furniture through these framework contracts. Or-
ganisations may purchase furniture through other means and a small amount of specialist furni-
ture is procured through individual competitive tender processes by the Office of Public Works. 

28/02/2019WRD02200Pension Provisions

28/02/2019WRD0230077. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
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decision has been made on the case of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10101/19]

28/02/2019WRD02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been 
advised that my Department issued its decision agreeing to the appeal submitted in this case 
on 7 December 2017, and that the Department of Justice and Equality communicated this by 
letter on 11 December 2017.  If the individual in question did not receive the letter, he would 
be advised to contact the Pensions Administration Section, Department of Justice and Equality, 
Deerpark Road, Killarney, Co. Kerry (email: gardapensions@justice.ie).

28/02/2019WRD02500Public Sector Staff Retirements

28/02/2019WRD0260078. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
conclusions from a report that took into consideration a small cohort of workers (details sup-
plied) working beyond 65 years of age in relation to the Public Service Superannuation (Age of 
Retirement) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10179/19]

28/02/2019WRD02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018, which was enacted on the 26 Decem-
ber 2018, provides for an increase to age 70 in the compulsory retirement age of most public 
servants recruited before 1 April 2004.  Under the Act, any relevant public servant who had not 
already retired on age grounds before 26 December 2018 now has a new compulsory retirement 
age of 70.

Enactment of the legislation has no effect on public servants who had already retired on 
reaching their compulsory retirement age prior to 26 December 2018.  Public servants who 
reached the compulsory retirement age of 65 before the new legislation was enacted were re-
quired to retire in accordance with the statutory compulsory retirement age in effect at the time.  

As the Deputy will be aware, limited interim arrangements were introduced to enable pre-
2004 public servants who were required to retire at age 65 to be rehired for one year, until they 
reached the age of eligibility for the State Pension (Contributory) (66).  Those retirees who 
availed of the interim arrangements did so in the knowledge that the new contract was for one 
year only, until they reached the age of 66.  The terms of their fixed term contracts will continue 
to apply and they will cease working at age 66 as previously provided.   

Section 3A(6) of the Act provides that I, as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
shall, within three months of the passing of the Act, prepare and lay before the Oireachtas a 
report on the public servants who were forced to retire between 6 December 2017 and the com-
mencement of the Act, due to reaching the age of 65 years, and on potential remedies to assist 
this cohort of worker.  

Work on the report is under way in accordance with the terms of Section 3A(6).  Under that 
provision, publication of the report is required within three months of the passing of the Act on 
26 December and I intend to comply with that timeline.

28/02/2019WRD02800School Transport

28/02/2019WRD0290079. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
funds will be allocated to schools to facilitate the transport of children with special needs that 
are wheelchair dependent to external activities such as swimming (details supplied); and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [10123/19]

28/02/2019WRD0300087. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
funds can be allocated to facilitate the transport of children with special needs that are wheel-
chair dependent to external activities such as swimming (details supplied) in County Cork; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10080/19]

28/02/2019WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 79 and 87 together.

School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment.  There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special 
educational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of the school transport scheme for children with special educational needs is, 
having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children 
with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability.  Children are eligible for 
school transport under this scheme if they are attending the nearest recognised mainstream 
school, special class/special school or a unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet their special 
educational needs.

Provision of transport for extra-curricular activities is a matter for the school at local level.

28/02/2019WRD03200Oideachas Gaeilge

28/02/2019WRD0330080. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna cad iad na 
socruithe atá déanta aige lena chinntiú go mbeidh soláthar cuí scoileanna ar fáil dóibh siúd ar 
mian leo oideachas lán-Ghaeilge a bheith ar fáil dá gcuid páistí; an bhfuil sé i gceist aige beartas 
a cheapadh don oideachas lán-Ghaeilge a chuimseoidh córais le freastal cuí a dhéanamh ar na 
beartais Stáit maidir le cur chun cinn na Gaeilge agus an oideachais lán-Ghaeilge; agus an ndé-
anfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [10143/19]

28/02/2019WRD03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Mar chuid den straitéis 20 
bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030, geallann mo Roinn an méid seo a leanas a dhéanamh:

1. “Cruthófar deiseanna do leathnú ar an oideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge lasmuigh den 
Ghaeltacht i gcomhthéacs na 42 scoil nua a bhunófar, agus bunú Gaelscoileanna, Gaelcho-
láistí agus Aonaid Lán Ghaeilge mar chuid den phróiseas pátrúnachta nua san áireamh. Lean-
far leis an gcomhoibriú le páirtithe leasmhara maidir le polasaí ina leith seo a fhorbairt ag an 
iar bhunleibhéal.

In Aibreán 2018, fógraíodh go mbunófar 42 scoil nua i gcaitheamh ceithre bliana (2019 
go 2022). Fógraíodh amhlaidh tar éis suirbhé déimeagrafach a rinne mo Roinn ar fud na tíre 
ar an ngá atá ann agus a bheidh ann le bunscoileanna agus iar-bhunscoileanna ar fud na tíre. 
Fógraíodh 26 bhunscoil nua agus 16 iar-bhunscoil nua.  

Tá próiseas nua pátrúnachta ar líne curtha ar fáil ag mo Roinn trínar féidir eolas oibiachtúil 
a fháil agus trínar féidir le tuismitheoirí a sainroghanna maidir le pátrúnacht agus teanga the-
agaisc, is é sin Gaeilge nó Béarla, a chur in iúl i dtaobh gach ceann de na scoileanna nua seo. 
Cuirfear sainroghanna tuismitheoirí, mar aon le hábhair eile ar nós méid na héagsúlachta sa 
soláthar i gceantar ar leith (soláthar Gaeilge ina measc), san áireamh agus cinntí a ndéanamh ar 
phátrúnacht agus teanga na scoileanna.
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Tar éis críoch a chur leis an bpróiseas pátrúnachta i gcás na 12 scoil nua a bhunófar i Meán 
Fómhair 2019, d’fhógair mé na pátrúin roghnaithe an tseachtain seo caite.

Is é an Foras Pátrúnachta a bheidh ina phátrún ar thrí cinn de na 13 bhunscoil a bhunófar in 
2019, agus Gaelscoileanna a bheidh sna trí scoil sin.

Thug an Grúpa um Bunú Scoileanna Nua ar aird ina dtuarascáil chugam mar chuid den 
phróiseas seo go bhfuil an Roinn ag dul chun cinn i gcónaí maidir le haird a thabhairt ar shain-
roghanna do scoileanna Gaeilge. Tá achoimre tugtha ag an Roinn don Ghrúpa ar an tslí ina 
bhféadfaí deiseanna breise a chur ar fáil chun an soláthar Gaeilge a leathnú, lena n-áirítear trí 
chaidreamh réamhghníomhach i dtaobh an éilimh a chothú le pátrúin Ghaeilge atá anois ann, 
agus an cumas atá ann chun scoileanna Gaeilge atá anois ann a leathnú agus/nó an gá atá le 
scoileanna nua.

Anuas ar na scoileanna nua Gaeilge a bhunófar i Meán Fómhair 2019, bunófar Gaelcholáiste 
Mhaigh Nuad i Meán Fómhair 2019 mar phobalcholáiste, faoi phátrúnacht Bhord Oideachais 
agus Oiliúna Chill Dara agus Chill Mhantáin. Mar sin déanfar Gaelcholáiste neamhspleách den 
Aonad Gaeilge i bPobalcholáiste Mhaigh Nuad.

Bhí an Roinn i dteagmháil le Gaeloideachas agus le páirtithe leasmhara eile maidir le for-
bairt na nAonad, den uair dheiridh ag cruinniú ar an 13 Nollaig 2018, nuair a bhí rannóga 
éagsúla den Roinn i láthair mar aon le hionadaithe ó Ghaeloideachas agus ón gComhairle um 
Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta.

2. “Déanfar measúnú ar an éileamh ar sholáthar méadaithe do scoileanna a fheidhmíonn 
trí mheán na Gaeilge mar chuid den Phróiseas um Athchumrú Scoileanna d’Ilchineálacht lena 
náireofar suirbhéanna ar thuismitheoirí  leanaí réamhscoile maidir leis an soláthar bunleib-
héil ina gceantar le féachaint ar sholáthar níos ilchineálaí a chur ar fáil de réir roghanna na 
dteaghlach agus na bpobal sna scoileanna.”

Fógraíodh próiseas dar teideal An Próiseas um Athchumrú Scoileanna ar mhaithe leis an 
Éagsúlacht mar chabhair chun luas a chur le soláthar scoileanna il-sainchreidmheacha agus 
neamh-shainchreidmheacha i leith sprioc an Rialtais de 400 de na scoileanna sin a bheith ann 
faoi 2030. Is é aidhm na bpleananna nua scoileanna il-sainchreidmheacha agus neamh-shain-
chreidmheacha a chur ar fáil trí phátrúnacht a aistriú ó scoileanna atá anois ann. Cuid den 
phróiseas seo is ea an deis a thabhairt do scoileanna Béarla athrú go scoileanna Gaeilge, más é 
sin rogha shainráite tuismitheoirí agus an phobail áitiúil scoile. Tá Cuid 1 den chéim aitheantais 
i 16 cheantar tosaigh ag druidim chun deiridh. Iarrtar ar thuismitheoirí páistí réamhscoile cad é 
a sainrogha i dtaca le hoideachas il-sainchreidmheach/ neamh-shainchreidmheach agus anuas 
ar sin, iarrtar orthu cad í a sainrogha theanga theagaisc.

Is é cuspóir foriomlán Bheartas mo Roinne ar Oideachas Gaeltachta 2017-2022 an Ghaeilge 
a chur chun cinn mar phríomhtheanga na bpobal Gaeltachta trí oideachas Gaeilge ar ardchaigh-
deán a chur ar fáil i scoileanna na Gaeltachta. Is léir a thiomanta atá mo Roinn i leith an cuspóir 
seo a shroicheadh ón dul chun cinn suntasach atá déanta chun an beartas a chur i ngníomh ón 
uair a foilsíodh é i nDeireadh Fómhair 2016 agus ón mbuiséad de €5 mhilliún, nó geall leis, a 
cuireadh ar fáil chun leanúint d’fheidhmiú an bheartais i 2019, méid atá a dhá oiread níos mó 
ná an t-airgead a cuireadh ar fáil in 2018. Ar an dul chun cinn a rinneadh go dtí seo tá tús a chur 
le Scéim Aitheantais do Scoileanna Gaeltachta, trína dtugtar acmhainní breise do scoileanna 
rannpháirteacha Gaeltachta chun tacú leo chun oideachas Gaeilge ar ardchaighdeán a chur ar 
fáil agus tionscnaimh a fheidhmiú trína méadófar líon na múinteoirí nua agus na múinteoirí atá 
ann cheana féin a bhfuil ar a gcumas oideachas Gaeilge ar ardchaighdeán a chur ar fáil, lena 
n-áirítear dhá cheann de chláir nua oideachais múinteoirí trí mheán na Gaeilge a chur ar fáil i 
gColáiste Mhuire gan Smál agus in Institiúid Oideachais Marino. Mar aitheantas ar na dúsh-
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láin uathúla atá le sárú ag scoileanna oileáin agus a thábhachtaí atá siad i bpobail oileáin, tá 
pacáiste tacaíochtaí ar leith curtha ar fáil ag mo Roinn d’iar-bhunscoileanna oileáin. Áirítear ar 
an bpacáiste tacaíochtaí seo, atá á chur ar fáil mar chuid d’fheidhmiú an Bheartais ar Oideachas 
Gaeltachta anuas ar na tacaíochtaí a chuirtear ar fáil tríd an Scéim Aitheantais do Scoileanna 
Gaeltachta, méadú ar an leithdháileadh múinteoirí, buiséad breise de €15,000 sa bhliain do 
gach scoil agus Coláiste Naomh Eoin, a bhí ina Aonad Gaeilge roimhe seo, a ainmniú mar iar-
bhunscoil neamhspleách.

28/02/2019WRD03500Oideachas Gaeilge

28/02/2019WRD0360081. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bhfuil 
sé i gceist aige maoiniú breise nó foireann bhreise a chur ar fáil don togra Mar a Déarfá! atá á 
sholáthar ag breacadh de chuid Bhord Oideachais agus Oiliúna na Gaillimhe agus Ros Comáin 
agus á mhaoiniú faoi láthair ag COGG, de bharr na tairbhe ollmhóire atá le baint as an gclár seo; 
agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [10144/19]

28/02/2019WRD03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Tá an Roinn Oideachais agus 
Scileanna (ROS), trí thionscnaimh éagsúla, ag cur an Ghaeilge chun cinn sa chóras oideachais 
agus ag tacú le oideachas trí mheán na Gaeilge. Tá an ROS ag cur le roinnt gníomhartha i Strai-
téis 20 Bliain an Rialtais don Ghaeilge a léiríonn tiomantas na Roinne don Ghaeilge. Tugadh 
isteach curaclaim nua don Ghaeilge ag an mbunleibhéal, le curaclam ar leith do scoileanna lán-
Ghaeilge. Cuireann sé seo béim ar chur chuige cumarsáideach maidir le cumas agus inniúlacht 
na scoláirí sa teanga a chur chun cinn thar réimse inniúlachtaí ó fhoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge go 
cainteoirí dúchais.

 Ina theannta sin, faoin bPolasaí ar Oideachas Gaeltachta 2017-2022, cuireadh pacáiste áise-
anna saincheaptha ar fáil chun tacú le scoileanna Gaeltachta.Tugann an polasaí seo dúshlán do 
scoileanna i gceantair Ghaeltachta oideachas Gaeilge d’ard-chaighdeán a chur ar fáil dá ndaltaí 
agus tá dul chun cinn maith déanta air sin ó chéadchuireadh i bhfeidhm é. 

Is tosaíocht thábhachtach é feabhas leanúnach a dhéanamh ar na háiseanna do mhúineadh na 
Gaeilge. Tá rochtain ar bhonn leanúnach ag gach múinteoir bunscoile, lena n-áirítear iad siúd 
i scoileanna lán-Ghaeilge agus scoileanna Gaeltachta ar , faoi   Fhorbairt Ghairmiúil Leanún-
ach (FGL) don Churaclam Teanga Bunscoile agus rinneadh na trí shnáithe de theanga, lé-
itheoireacht agus scríbhneoireacht a chur chun feidhme suas go rang a dó go hiomlán ó Mheán 
Fómhair 2018. Cuireadh deiseanna breise FGL ar fáil do scoileanna Gaeltachta faoin bPolasaí 
ar Oideachas Gaeltachta 2017-2022.

Maoiníonn an Roinn pleananna na Comhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíoch-
ta (COGG), a dhéanann comhordú ar fhorbairt agus ar sholáthar téacsleabhar agus acmhainní 
chun tacú le foghlaim agus teagasc trí Ghaeilge. Leanann obair COGG sa réimse se oar bhonn 
leanúnach, maoiniú “Mar a Déarfá!” san áireamh. Is i gcomhthéacs an phróisis meastacháin a 
bhreithneofaí aon mhaoiniú sa bhreis a bheadh de dhíth ar COGG don chlár seo.

28/02/2019WRD03800School Transport Administration

28/02/2019WRD0390082. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an extension to a 
school bus route (details supplied) is under consideration; if so, when an outcome is likely to be 
decided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10019/19]

28/02/2019WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes.  Bus 
Éireann has advised that they are carrying out a route risk assessment and calibrated measure-
ment of the route referred to by the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRD04100School Transport Provision

28/02/2019WRD0420083. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied) in relation to school transport; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10030/19]

28/02/2019WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Bus Eireann has confirmed that an individual service was sanctioned to accommodate the 
pupil referred to by the Deputy, that the service commenced on 19 November 2018 and that the 
pupil is currently availing of the service.

28/02/2019WRD04400Gaeltacht Policy

28/02/2019WRD0450084. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter in relation to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10032/19]

28/02/2019WRD04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since the establishment of An 
tAonad um Oideachas Gaeltachta within the Department of Education and Skills, significant 
progress has been made in relation to the implementation of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education 
2017-2022, including the development and implementation of the Gaeltacht School Recogni-
tion Scheme in primary and post-primary schools in the Gaeltacht.  Prior to the launch of the 
Scheme, and since its commencement, regular consultation in relation to the operation of the 
Scheme has taken place with a wide range of relevant stakeholders, including the members of 
the Advisory Group for the Policy on Gaeltacht Education. 

The overall objective of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education is to promote the use of Irish 
as the main language of Gaeltacht communities through the delivery of high quality educa-
tion through the medium of Irish and by extending the use of Irish in school communities. The 
objective of the Scheme is to allow participating schools, following consultation with their lo-
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cal communities, to seek to achieve Gaeltacht School Recognition over a 5 year period on the 
basis of the implementation of specific language-based criteria, including the implementation 
of a total-immersion approach.  Currently there are 105 primary schools and 28 post-primary 
schools participating in the Scheme. A report, summarising the views of schools about the 
implementation of the Scheme, as reported to inspectors during advisory visits to the schools, 
was published in December 2018. The report indicates that the experience of Gaeltacht schools 
implementing the Scheme has been largely positive. 

The additional language support hours allocated to schools participating in the Scheme are 
based on the enrolment figures recorded in the previous year, which is in line with Department 
norms.  In recognition of the difficulties which some small isolated Gaeltacht schools face in 
relation to the recruitment of part-time teachers, for the 2018/19 school year, schools participat-
ing in the Scheme were given the option to combine their additional language support hours 
with other primary schools in the locality to form clusters, which would allow for the creation 
of a temporary full-time teaching post shared by the primary schools in the particular cluster. 
For the 2019-20 school year, the further option of combining additional Irish-language support 
hours and/or special education teaching hours to form full-time temporary teaching posts which 
may be shared by primary schools in a particular cluster has been provided. The primary school 
concerned has been given these options.

In relation to general staffing levels, the current staffing schedule in primary schools oper-
ates at a general average of 1 teacher for every 26 pupils which is the most favourable position 
ever seen at primary level.  Any additional improvement will be considered as part of the next 
annual budgetary process alongside the many other demands from the education sector.

The general staffing allocation arrangements for 2019/20 are now available on my Depart-
ment’s website.  As has been the norm for the past number of years, these staffing arrangements 
allow for more favourable retention rates in Gaeltacht schools than in other schools.

28/02/2019WRD04700Teachers’ Remuneration

28/02/2019WRD0480085. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 85 of 21 February 2019, if compensation will be paid to the substitute teachers 
affected (details supplied). [10033/19]

28/02/2019WRD04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department and Revenue 
accorded the highest priority towards a correction of the tax issues for substitute teachers re-
ferred to by the Deputy. I am pleased to advise the Deputy that refunds are being issued to the 
substitute staff that were impacted by the issue in the first three payrolls of 2019.  Refunds have 
now issued to 69 post primary payees, 533 primary payees and 177 non teaching staff payees. 
The refunds range in value from €0.24 to €1,281.71.  

Approximately 600 additional refunds will be issued through the post primary payroll this 
week (28th   February). 

There are 120,000 teaching, non teaching staff and retired staff paid on a fortnightly basis 
on payrolls operated by my Department.  The policy of my Department is that interest or com-
pensation is not paid in the event that for some reason a staff member is underpaid his/her salary 
or pension.

 The same policy applies in the event that for some reason a staff member was overpaid sal-
ary. Interest or compensation is not sought by my Department from the staff member.
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28/02/2019WRD05000School Accommodation Provision

28/02/2019WRD0510086. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter in relation to a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10037/19]

28/02/2019WRD05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to advise the 
Deputy that my Department approved a devolved grant to the school in question for additional 
accommodation. The accommodation approved includes a Mainstream Classroom, 2 x Special 
Education Teaching Rooms, Staff room and Office. This project is at an advanced stage of ar-
chitectural planning.

The Deputy will be aware that under the National Development Plan (NDP), increased 
funding has been provided for the school sector capital investment programme.  This funding 
allows for a continued focus on the provision of new permanent school places to keep pace with 
demographic demand and also provides for an additional focus on the refurbishment of existing 
school buildings to include the building and modernisation of PE facilities.  The government 
will focus, in the medium term, on the provision of PE facilities in schools.

Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 79.

28/02/2019WRD05400Junior Cycle Reform

28/02/2019WRD0550088. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will include 
other subjects such as geography in the context of the review being carried out on the decision 
to remove history as a core subject in the junior cycle; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10081/19]

28/02/2019WRD05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): One of the key aims of Junior 
Cycle Reform was to move from a large number of subjects with heavy curricula examined in 
a traditional memory based way. After a very detailed consultation process the NCCA recom-
mended a new approach:

- limited compulsory subjects around basic literacy and numeracy

- 24 statements of learning

It is important to say that the 24 statements of learning include important elements which 
cultivate a historical perspective. 

The new Junior Cycle Programme has also greatly enlivened subjects with a new emphasis 
on projects and self directed learning.  This new approach is particularly evidence in history 
which will encourage  take up of this lively and attractive subject. 

The  new approach gives students more choice and options which will be very valuable in 
their personal development.  There will be 21 subjects and numerous short courses when all 
subjects are rolled out. 

When it comes to compulsion it should be said that history and geogrpahy prior to the in-
troduction of the Framework for Junior Cycle were only a core subjects in voluntary secondary 
schools (52% of schools). However, it is important to note that currently some 90% of students 
across all school types choose to study History at Junior Cycle with 92% choosing to study 
Geography.
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Shortly after arriving in this Department, I requested the National Council for Curriculum 
and Assessment (NCCA) to undertake a review of the optional nature of history under the new 
Framework for Junior Cycle.  It is expected that the review will be completed by the end of 
March 2019.  

28/02/2019WRD05700School Transport Eligibility

28/02/2019WRD0580089. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
post-primary school transport service does not give consideration to one aspect (details sup-
plied) when assessing if a child is eligible for the scheme; his views on whether it is fair not to 
consider this aspect in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10082/19]

28/02/2019WRD05900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of the Department’s Post-Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for transport where they reside 4.8 kilometres or more from their nearest education 
centre, as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.  
For the purposes of school transport provision, ethos relates to the religious ethos of minority 
religion schools, while language relates to the Irish or English language. 

The child referred to by the Deputy is not attending their nearest post-primary education 
centre/school and is therefore not eligible for transport under the terms of the scheme. 

 The terms of the school transport scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.  

28/02/2019WRE00200Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

28/02/2019WRE0030090. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason non-recurring 
overtime is regarded in determining the qualification for a third-level student grant; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10091/19]

28/02/2019WRE0040091. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the provisions of the 
student grant scheme that determine the definition of non-recurring overtime by the student 
grant appeals board (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10093/19]

28/02/2019WRE00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 90 and 91 together.

Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students at-
tending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of 
funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and 
means.

The assessment of means under the Student Grant Scheme is based on gross income from 
all sources. However, Article 22(5)(e) of the Scheme provides that overtime payments may 
be excluded from the calculation of reckonable income for student grant purposes where it is 
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established by the applicant to the satisfaction of the awarding authority or in this instance, the 
Student Grants Appeals Board (SGAB), that the overtime is non-recurring.

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the cen-
tralised awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to determine or on appeal 
by the statutory independent SGAB.

28/02/2019WRE00700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

28/02/2019WRE0080092. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a reply will issue 
to correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10126/19]

28/02/2019WRE00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

28/02/2019WRE01000Schools Building Projects Status

28/02/2019WRE0110093. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the locations and 
projects from which the €10 million required for the national children’s hospital will be taken; if 
it will come from his Department’s capital or current envelope; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10178/19]

28/02/2019WRE01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): No Education projects will 
be delayed as a result of the Department’s contribution to the National Children’s Hospital. 
The Department of Education and Skills has agreed to pay, in 2019, €10m of an existing €17m 
commitment to higher education facilities in the National Children’s Hospital. This funding will 
come from within the existing overall amount allocated to the higher education capital subhead.

28/02/2019WRE01300Special Educational Needs

28/02/2019WRE0140094. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a person 
(details supplied) is likely to be awarded a special needs school place to meet their educational 
requirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10188/19]
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28/02/2019WRE01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The policy of my Department 
is to ensure that all children with special educational needs can be provided with an education 
appropriate to their needs.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs including Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), in consultation with the relevant education 
partners and the Health Service Executive (HSE). This includes the establishment of special 
class and special school placements in various geographical areas where there is an identified 
need.

Parents/Guardians who may need advice or are experiencing difficulties in locating a school 
placement, including special class placement, should contact their local Special Educational 
Needs Organiser (SENO) who can assist in identifying an appropriate educational placement 
for their child, using the contact details available at http://ncse.ie/seno-contact-list.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a placement for a particular child, I have ar-
ranged for the Deputy’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education 
for direct reply.

28/02/2019WRE01600Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal Data

28/02/2019WRE0170095. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of appli-
cants to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal waiting for their claims to be completed; 
and the number of years in each case. [10024/19]

28/02/2019WRE0180096. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the measures in place 
in the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal to ensure that the objective of keeping costs to 
the State low and the objective of fairly dealing with claims for compensation do not come into 
conflict. [10025/19]

28/02/2019WRE0190097. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason legal repre-
sentation is not made available to victims of crime that apply to the Criminal Injuries Compen-
sation Tribunal (details supplied). [10026/19]

28/02/2019WRE02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 95 to 97, inclusive, together.

The Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal administers the Scheme of Compensation for 
Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted.  Under the Terms of the Scheme, the Tribunal is entirely 
independent in the matter of individual decisions on applications for compensation. Tribunal 
members, who are practising barristers and practising solicitors in the Courts system, provide 
their services on a part time basis to the Tribunal.  Under the terms of the Scheme, the com-
pensation to be awarded by the Tribunal is on the basis of damages awarded under the Civil 
Liabilities Acts and therefore conflict along the lines referred to does not arise with respect to 
such decisions.

Applications to the Tribunal are processed with a minimum of formality compared to court 
proceedings where compensation is sought under the Civil Liability Acts. The scheme is de-
signed to be non-adversarial in nature and to facilitate persons in making an application without 
the need for legal representation.  

Because of the manner in which cases are recorded, in particular applications which are 
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received but not actively pursued by the applicant, it is not possible at this time to provide the 
Deputy with the number of active cases not settled by the Tribunal. As outlined in my reply to 
Question 119 of 20 February 2019, I have requested an assessment of the caseload of the Tribu-
nal.  I will contact the Deputy again when this exercise has been completed.

28/02/2019WRE02300Naturalisation Applications

28/02/2019WRE0240098. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the waiting times for 
naturalisation applications. [10038/19]

28/02/2019WRE02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. All applications for a certificate of nat-
uralisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.   

In general, it takes 6 months for a fully completed standard application to be processed from 
the date it is received to the date a decision is made. The nature of the naturalisation process is 
such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases can take longer than others to process. 

The INIS Service Improvement Plan 2018-2020 commits the Irish Naturalisation and Im-
migration Service (INIS) of my Department to significant investment in technological develop-
ments including the roll-out of online forms and payments for citizenship applications.  Such 
developments are expected to deliver significant improvements to customer experiences.  

Processing timescales can be impacted due to incomplete applications having to be returned, 
further documentation being required from the applicant, or where payment of the required cer-
tificate fee is awaited, or the applicant has not been engaging with INIS.  In certain instances 
delays can arise at the final stage of the naturalisation process, for example, where additional 
information comes to light which requires to be considered.  In other instances the applicant 
themselves may request that a hold be put on their application.

The final stage requires the applicant to attend at a citizenship ceremony.  Citizenship cer-
emony days take place periodically throughout the year, at which up to 3,000 candidates for 
citizenship make their declaration of fidelity to the Irish nation and loyalty to the State, give 
an undertaking to uphold the laws of the State and to respect its democratic values and receive 
their certificate of naturalisation. The date a decision is made on an application in relation to 
when the next available ceremony is due to take place can also impact on the length of time 
between the submission of the application and the applicant becoming an Irish citizen.

INIS devotes a considerable resources to the processing of these cases. It also operates a 
dedicated phone helpline and email helpdesk available for all applicants interested in the prog-
ress of their application, details of which are available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State but also at European Union as 
well as international level.  It is therefore important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
ensure that the integrity of the regime for granting Irish citizenship through the naturalisation 
process is held in high regard both at home and internationally.

28/02/2019WRE02600Road Traffic Legislation

28/02/2019WRE0270099. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda Sío-
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chána treats the drivers of all cars the same, be they Irish registered cars or foreign registered 
cars, during roadside check points in practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10042/19]

28/02/2019WRE02800100. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda Sío-
chána checks for alcohol, tax, insurance and road worthiness in all cases irrespective of the 
registration of the cars; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10043/19]

28/02/2019WRE02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 99 and 100 together.

The Deputy ill appreciate that I, as Minister for Justice and Equality, have no direct role in 
the enforcement of road traffic legislation, which is an operational matter for An Garda Sío-
chána.

To be of assistance, I have forwarded your queries on roadside checks to An Garda Síochána 
and will respond to you directly on receipt of a response.

28/02/2019WRE03100Naturalisation Certificates

28/02/2019WRE03200101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); when the application is expected to be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10050/19]

28/02/2019WRE03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application for a 
certificate of naturalisation has been received from the person referred to by the Deputy. This 
application has entered the final stage of processing and the applicant will be informed of my 
decision shortly.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2019WRE03400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

28/02/2019WRE03500102. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding is pro-
vided for organisations offering child and adolescent psychotherapy services in respect of gen-
der and domestic violence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10051/19]

28/02/2019WRE03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate the provision of state funded psychotherapy services to children and adolescents is 
primarily a matter which comes under the remit of the HSE and my colleague, the Minister for 
Health, Simon Harris T.D. 

 In terms of my own Department’s funding provision in this regard, the Victims of Crime 
Office is providing funding to two organisations offering services to child and adolescent vic-
tims of crime, which can include victims of gender and domestic violence.



Questions - Written Answers

54

Funding of €38,000 is being provided in 2019 to Barnardos to support their therapeutic 
services with children and families who are bereaved through homicide, manslaughter or road 
traffic accidents. In addition, funding of €17,000 is being provided to the Beacon of Light 
Counselling Service in 2019 in supporting the cost of counselling services to victims of crime, 
a proportion of which would include providing  services for child victims of crime.

28/02/2019WRE03700Refugee Data

28/02/2019WRE03800103. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of adults 
and children residing at a centre (details supplied) in Dublin 22; the number of households; the 
number of persons by status, that is, in the asylum process, with refugee status, with leave to 
remain and with international protection; if the tendering process for direct provision services 
within a 40km of Newbridge, County Kildare has concluded; and the effect the outcome of the 
process will have for the future of the centre after June 2019. [10094/19]

28/02/2019WRE03900Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton):  
The statistical information requested by the Deputy is available in the table.  

 Total number 
of persons:

Total number of 
households: 

Total number of 
Adults:

Total number of 
Children: 

Total number 
with status/
permission to 
remain:

Total number in 
the International 
Protection 
Process: 

 245  152  167  78  70  175

In relation to the information the Deputy requires on the procurement process for prem-
ises within 40km of Newbridge, County Kildare, the assessment phase has concluded and the 
standstill period has expired.  Those bidders who have been ranked on the framework have been 
formally invited to join the framework from which contracts will be drawn down.  Following 
confirmation that the bidders have accepted the invitation to join the framework, the locations 
of those successful premises will be confirmed.  Pending the conclusion to this process, it is 
premature to speculate on the outcome of the process on the Towers Accommodation Centre 
after June 2019.

28/02/2019WRE04000Closed-Circuit Television Systems

28/02/2019WRE04100104. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if research has been 
carried out into the possibility of allowing county councils to become data controllers for com-
munity CCTV schemes nationally; and his views on whether this would resolve issues surround-
ing data protection which is limiting the involvement of a number of communities. [10108/19]

28/02/2019WRE04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy may wish 
to be aware that all community CCTV schemes are governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda 
Síochána Act 2005 and the Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI No 289 of 2006). This legal 
framework requires that any proposed community CCTV scheme must:

-  be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

-  have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner, and

-  have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data control-
ler.
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This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded. 

In accordance with this legal framework, I understand that the large majority of local au-
thorities have previously undertaken to act as data controllers in the context of specific commu-
nity CCTV schemes. This has been the case either in the course of the current grant-aid scheme 
administered by my Department, in connection with the previous grant-aid scheme operated by 
Pobal on behalf of the Department, or schemes funded independently by local authorities. I un-
derstand from my Department’s engagement with the Local Government Management Agency 
that the total number of local authorities which have undertaken the role of data controller for 
these purposes amounts to 28 out of the 31 local authorities nationwide.

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that on 29 November 2018 the Data Protection Com-
mission issued a note (available on its website www.dataprotection.ie) confirming that there is 
a legal basis for community based CCTV and that the General Data Protection Regulation does 
not introduce new barriers in that regard.  In particular, the DPC confirmed that: “Data protec-
tion legislation does not stand in the way of the roll-out of Community-based CCTV schemes 
that have been authorised by the Garda Commissioner. Once the local authority in the adminis-
trative area concerned is willing to take on and deliver on its responsibilities as a data controller 
for the schemes concerned, there is no legal impediment under data protection legislation to the 
scheme commencing.”

I understand that the Data Protection Commission is currently conducting an audit of the 
practice, operation and governance of CCTV as part of a wider inquiry into surveillance through 
the use of technologies for law enforcement purposes.  We expect the findings from the CCTV 
module of this process to be of assistance to all concerned and in particular to local authorities. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to 
supporting investment in CCTV systems.  A grant-aid scheme is administered by my Depart-
ment to support groups wishing to install CCTV systems in their localities.  Under the scheme, 
eligible groups including community groups and local authorities can apply for grant-aid of up 
to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum grant of €40,000 
per scheme.  

I am keen to ensure that all interested groups have the opportunity to avail of the grant aid 
in question.  If the Deputy is aware of any interested groups, I would encourage them to review 
the details of the grant aid package, available on my Department’s website www.justice.ie or 
to make contact with my officials through the direct access email address communitycctv@
justice.ie for further assistance. 

28/02/2019WRE04300Garda Vetting

28/02/2019WRE04400105. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the Garda vetting section is now taking up to four months to approve 
applications from local authorities for the vetting of tenants prior to applicants moving into 
new council properties; if additional resources will be provided to the vetting section to ensure 
speedy processing of all vetting applications; his views on the fact that these delays are extend-
ing the period some households are remain in emergency accommodation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10115/19]

28/02/2019WRE04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities on the matter raised by the Deputy and I will be in contact with the 
Deputy directly when the report is to hand.
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28/02/2019WRE04600Residency Permits

28/02/2019WRE04700106. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an exten-
sion of time will be provided to facilitate the assembly of the necessary documentation in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10190/19]

28/02/2019WRE04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
was granted permission to reside the State on Stamp 1 conditions on 6 November 2018. 

I am further advised that INIS has no record of a request from the person concerned in rela-
tion to extension of this permission.  I understand that it is open to the person concerned to write 
to Unit 2, Domestic Residence and Permissions Division, INIS, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 
setting out the reason for seeking such an extension and a decision will issue in due course. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2019WRE04900Residency Permits

28/02/2019WRE05000107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if residency 
status to facilitate access to education will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10191/19]

28/02/2019WRE05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it wrote to  the person 
concerned on 25 February 2019 seeking further information and documentary evidence in re-
spect of a request for permission to remain in this State. The matter will be given detailed con-
sideration by INIS upon receipt of a response from the individual concerned.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2019WRE05200Residency Permits

28/02/2019WRE05300108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if persons 
(details supplied) are referred to the international protection regime in view of the fact that their 
residency in the system pre-dates the regime; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10192/19]

28/02/2019WRE05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I refer to the Deputy’s 
query in relation to a person who is referred to the international protection system where their 
residency in the State pre-dates the protection regime. I am assuming that the Deputy is refer-
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ring to the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 2016. 

The International Protection Act 2015 set out in detail under section 70 the various tran-
sitional arrangements that apply to those persons who had existing applications for refugee/ 
subsidiary protection status under the old protection system and the provisions of the Refugee 
Act 1996 (as amended). Persons whose applications for refugee status were considered and 
completed under the Refugee Act 1996 were not transferred under the transitional provisions of 
the new International Protection Act that commenced on 31 December 2016. Persons who were 
residing in the State prior to the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 and 
had not applied for international protection prior to the commencement date would have had 
their application considered under the new protection system. 

Further detail on the transitional provisions that apply to those who have existing applica-
tions under the old protection system is set out in the ‘Information Note on Transitional Ar-
rangements (IPO 12)’ which is available on the website of the International Protection Office 
(IPO) - www.ipo.gov.ie.

28/02/2019WRE05500Asylum Applications Data

28/02/2019WRE05600109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
applications for asylum received under the offices of the international protection arrangement 
since its inauguration; the number approved, refused or pending, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10193/19]

28/02/2019WRE05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the In-
ternational Protection Office (IPO) that there were a total of 7,011 applications for international 
protection made in the State since the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 
on 31st December 2016 (the date on which the IPO was established).  I should add that the of-
fice also assumed responsibility for some 3,500 cases on that date arising from the transitional 
arrangements set-out in the Act.  

Since the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 there have been a total of 
1,872 decisions granting international protection (both refugee and subsidiary protection status) 
to protection applicants issued by the Ministerial Decisions Unit of my Department. There were 
a total of 1,069 decisions refusing international protection (refugee and subsidiary protection 
status)  in the same period.  The volume of applications processed by the International Pro-
tection Office has been increasing following an initial establishment and training period and 
through the allocation of additional resources.    

There were a total of 5,758 international protection applications on hand with the IPO as at 
1st February 2019 at various stages of the process. A significant number have not returned their 
completed questionnaire and are being followed up separately.  The IPO have informed me that 
there are just over 1,000 applicants who are waiting to have their interviews scheduled at this 
stage.  The overall figures must be viewed in the context of large numbers of new applicants 
entering the system over the past 18 months with almost 750 new applications received to date 
this year alone.  

28/02/2019WRF00200Immigration Status

28/02/2019WRF00300110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when appro-
priate residency status will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [10194/19]

28/02/2019WRF00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that in light of the fact that 
the person concerned had no valid basis to remain in the State, and in accordance with the pro-
visions of section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), they were, by letter dated 18 
February 2019, notified of the proposal to make a Deportation Order in respect of them. They 
were given the options, to be exercised within 15 working days, of leaving the State voluntarily, 
of consenting to the making of a Deportation Order or of making written representations to the 
Minister setting out the reasons as to why they should not have a Deportation Order made in 
respect of them.  

Once the 15 working day period referred to has expired, the position in the State of the per-
son concerned will be decided by reference to the provisions of section 3 (6) of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended ) and all other applicable legislation.  Any representations submitted will 
be considered before a final decision is made. Therefore, it can be taken that the person con-
cerned is not the subject of a Deportation Order as things stand at present. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2019WRF00500Immigration Status

28/02/2019WRF00600111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected position in respect of residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10196/19]

28/02/2019WRF00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record 
of a request for permission to reside in the State from the person concerned.

I am further informed that it is open to the person concerned to write to Unit 5, Domestic 
Residence and Permissions Division, INIS, P.O. Box 12695, Dublin 2, setting out their current 
circumstances. Alternatively the person may email INISdefacto@justice.ie for further informa-
tion on how to proceed with their request. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifical-
ly established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2019WRF00800Naturalisation Certificates

28/02/2019WRF00900112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected position in regard to residency and-or naturalisation status in the case of a person 
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(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10197/19]

28/02/2019WRF01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of a 
current application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy.  
A determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisa-
tion can only be made after an application is received, and every application is considered on its 
individual merits, regardless of whether the applicant had applied previously.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Nation-
ality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended. There is no appeals process under the legislation. 
The fact that a person may have had an application refused does not preclude or disqualify them 
from submitting a fresh application in the future. Indeed, the letter advising an applicant of a 
negative decision also informs them that they may re-apply for the grant of a certificate of natu-
ralisation at any time. The letter advises that, when considering making such a re-application, 
they should give due regard to the reasons for the refusal which were contained in the submis-
sion attached to the refusal letter and that any further application will be considered taking into 
account all statutory and administrative conditions applicable at the time of application.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and I know the Deputy will appreciate that it is important that appropriate procedures are 
in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2019WRF01100Immigration Status

28/02/2019WRF01200113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
residency status of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10198/19]

28/02/2019WRF01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confiden-
tiality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications and the applicant or his 
legal representative should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO 
Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International 
Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The International Protection Appeals 
Tribunal may be contacted either by email to info@protectionappeals.ie, by telephone at 01-
4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320. 

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
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tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced. Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date. The staff of that 
Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are in-
dependent in the performance of their protection functions. 

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
2015 which is available on the website of the International Protection Office (www.ipo.gov.ie). 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

28/02/2019WRF01400EU Directives

28/02/2019WRF01500114. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her plans to ensure that economic operators comply with their obligations under the provisions 
of directive 2001/95/EC on general product safety in relation to menstrual products including 
menstrual cups; and if measures will be taken to prevent, restrict or impose specific conditions 
on the marketing and use of such products in cases in which deemed appropriate. [10107/19]

28/02/2019WRF01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Di-
rective 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 December 2001 on 
General Product Safety, transposed into Irish law by S.I. No. 199 of 2004, places the onus on all 
economic operators – manufacturers, distributors, importers –  to ensure that only safe products 
are placed on the market.  If economic operators become aware that products on the market 
present a potential hazard they must take appropriate measures, up to and including recall of 
the items, to ensure that the risk is removed. Any action taken by an operator must be notified 
to the relevant Market Surveillance Authority: in Ireland this is the Competition and Consumer 
Protection Commission (CCPC), which is statutorily independent in the carrying out of its func-
tions.

Where the CCPC finds unsafe products on the Irish market, it will act to ensure economic 
operators remove the product from the market until it is in compliance with the legislation. The 
CCPC is part of an EU wide network (known as Safety Gate) that allows for the rapid exchange 
of information between national market surveillance authorities on dangerous products found 
on the EU market. 

Section 9 (5) of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 provides that the CCPC 
is independent in the performance of its functions, including carrying out investigations of un-
safe products. As investigations and enforcement matters generally are part of the day-to-day 
operational work of the CCPC, I, as the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation have 
no direct function in the matter.

Should the Deputy have any information in relation to unsafe products on the Irish market, 
she should make contact with the CCPC directly to provide any relevant information on these 
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matters.

28/02/2019WRF01700Foreign Direct Investment

28/02/2019WRF01800115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the extent to which Ireland remains an attractive country for foreign direct investment; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [10204/19]

28/02/2019WRF01900116. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the steps which can be taken to ensure continued foreign direct investment; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [10205/19]

28/02/2019WRF02000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 115 and 116 together.

Ireland continues to perform very strongly in terms of attracting Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI), with 229,057 people now employed in IDA Ireland client companies here.  FDI flows 
into the country have been particularly significant in recent years with pronounced growth in 
total job numbers and investment projects. 

I am pleased to say that significant progress is also being made in increasing FDI in the 
regions, with 58% of all IDA employment now outside of Dublin. This represents the highest 
number of people employed by IDA clients outside the capital in the history of the Agency. 
2018 also saw more IDA-supported jobs added in the regions than at any time over the past 17 
years.  

The Government is nevertheless very much conscious of our need to remain as competitive 
as possible in FDI terms. We are working to retain and promote our competitive advantages 
and to secure new investment projects. That means improving on our already compelling and 
attractive offering for multinationals to invest here. These include our stable and competitive 
corporation tax regime, the long established pro-enterprise policy environment in this jurisdic-
tion and our country’s highly-educated workforce. 

Through Project Ireland 2040, Government is committed to delivering a step-up in invest-
ment in road, energy, water and broadband infrastructure and in education and research facili-
ties. Investment levels in Ireland will continue to increase at a sustainable rate and, very im-
portantly, our infrastructure investment will allow our companies and economy to continue to 
compete with the best in the world.  

By reinforcing these strengths and others, I am confident we will be able to continue attract-
ing more investment by overseas companies for years to come. 

28/02/2019WRF02200Construction Contracts

28/02/2019WRF02300117. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of cases the Construction Contracts Adjudication Service has completed to date; the 
average cost of an adjunction to the subcontractors; the average length of time for payments to 
subcontractors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10027/19]

28/02/2019WRF02400Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): The Construction Contracts Act, 2013 applies to certain construction contracts en-
tered into after the 25th July 2016. Section 6(1) of the Act provides a statutory right for a party 
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to a relevant construction contract to refer a payment dispute arising under the contract for ad-
judication. When this right is exercised, the parties to the contract may jointly agree to appoint 
an Adjudicator of their own choice to the dispute. In circumstances where the parties cannot or 
do not agree as to whom to appoint, a party may apply to the Chairperson of the Construction 
Contracts Adjudication Panel under section 6(4) of the Act to appoint an Adjudicator to the 
dispute from the Ministerial-appointed Panel of Adjudicators. 

The numbers of applications processed by the Construction Contracts Adjudication Service 
under section 6(4) of the Act since it was commenced in 2016 are set out in the table. 

Applications under section 6(4) of the Construction Con-
tracts Act,   2013 to the Chairperson of the Ministerial-ap-
pointed Panel of Adjudicators.

 2016  2017 2018 2019

Number of applications received 1 1 27 7
Number of Adjudicators appointed 0 1 21 7
Number of applications which did not   satisfy application 
requirements

1 0 5 0

Number of applications withdrawn 0 0 1 0

The payment arrangements in respect of adjudications are considered as private contractual 
matters between the parties and the Adjudicator.  Adjudicators are not required to provide de-
tails to my Department of the cost to parties of adjudications nor does my Department set the 
level of fees in this regard.  Adjudicators likewise are not required to provide information as to 
the amount of, and length of time taken, for payment awards arising from adjudications to be 
made to subcontractors. 

The second Annual Report of the Chairperson of the Ministerial-appointed Panel of Adjudi-
cators provides information on the outcome of a number adjudications as reported by Adjudica-
tors in those cases and this report is available on my Department’s website at www.dbei.gov.ie.

28/02/2019WRF02500IDA Ireland Funding

28/02/2019WRF02600118. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
value of IDA grants provided to a company (details supplied) in each of the years 2015 to 2018; 
the purpose for which the funding was allocated; the specific grant scheme headings under 
which direct funding was granted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10048/19]

28/02/2019WRF02700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
provided employment grants to National Pen in the years 2015-2018, the value of which is set 
out in the table below.In order to draw down an employment grant, an IDA client company - 
such as National Pen - must meet performance targets that are set out in a contract between the 
firm and the Agency. Such contracts also provide that jobs supported by a grant must remain in 
place for five years from the date of the last payment. 

Year Employment Grant Paid €
2015 285,000
2016 907,500
2017 -
2018 500,000
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28/02/2019WRF02800Data Protection

28/02/2019WRF02900119. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if she 
will review the implications for data protection legislation of a decision to share the Eircode 
data of waste disposal companies with other bodies; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10072/19]

28/02/2019WRF03000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has no role in the monitoring and enforcement of data protection legislation. The 
Minister for Justice and Equality has informed me that responsibility for these functions lies 
with the Data Protection Commission, which is independent in the performance of its functions.

28/02/2019WRF03100Brexit Supports

28/02/2019WRF03200120. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of applications received under the Brexit loan scheme; the number of approved and 
rejected applications respectively; the number and value of loans provided; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10075/19]

28/02/2019WRF03300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Brexit Loan Scheme provides affordable working capital to eligible businesses with up to 499 
employees that are or will be Brexit impacted and which meet the scheme criteria. The €23 mil-
lion exchequer funding announced in the 2018 Budget (€14 million from my Department and 
€9 million from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine) has been leveraged to 
provide a fund of up to €300 million over the lifetime of the scheme.

The scheme features a two-stage application process. First, businesses must apply to the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to confirm their eligibility for the scheme. 
Businesses can use guidelines provided on the SBCI website to determine if they are eligible, 
and if so, to complete the eligibility form. As part of the process, businesses must submit a busi-
ness plan, demonstrating the means by which they intend to innovate, change or adapt to meet 
their Brexit challenges. The SBCI assesses the applications and successful applicants receive 
an eligibility reference number.

Successful applicants can then apply for a loan under the scheme with one of the participat-
ing finance providers using their eligibility reference number. Participating finance providers 
are the Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank and Allied Irish Bank. Approval of loans is subject to the 
finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures.

As of 19 February, there had been 462 applications made to the SBCI for eligibility under 
the scheme. Of these, 413 have been deemed eligible and 10 ineligible (the remaining 39 ap-
plications are in progress). 81 of these applications have progressed to sanction at bank level, 
to a total value of €17.32m.

28/02/2019WRF03400Brexit Supports

28/02/2019WRF03500121. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
grants available for capital purposes (details supplied) in view of Brexit; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [10099/19]

28/02/2019WRF03600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Brex-
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it represents a significant challenge for businesses in Ireland, which cannot be underestimated. 
That’s why Government, working with industry bodies and business groups, started developing 
supports for businesses from the time when Brexit first became a possibility. Government’s 
priority is to ensure that businesses around the country can manage risks and avail of any op-
portunities. This has informed the range of advisory and financial supports that are in place. 

The €300 million Brexit Loan Scheme launched last year is open to eligible businesses of 
up to 499 employees which have been demonstrably impacted by Brexit, or which will be in 
the future. The Brexit Loan Scheme provides working capital funding to businesses to innovate, 
change or adapt in response to Brexit-related challenges. Loan amounts range from €25,000 up 
to €1.5 million, for terms of up to three years and at a maximum interest rate of 4%. Loans of 
up to €500,000 are available unsecured. This may be useful for businesses whose cashflow has 
already been impacted by Brexit. 

Beyond this, my Department and its agencies are fully engaged in preparing Irish businesses 
for Brexit and have participated in the Government of Ireland’s series of Getting Ireland Brexit 
Ready events in Cork, Galway, Monaghan, Dublin, Limerick and Donegal. As part of aware-
ness-raising activities, Enterprise Ireland continues to roll out regional Brexit Advisory clinics. 
To date, these clinics have been held in Letterkenny, Tralee, Portlaoise, Claremorris, Cootehill, 
Charleville, Dublin, Galway, Dundalk, Waterford and Limerick. Further events are planned in 
Galway, Cork, Letterkenny and Dublin ahead of the withdrawal date. 

EI has also been running a PrepareforBrexit communications campaign, featuring the Brexit 
SME Scorecard and the PrepareforBrexit.ie website, which offers information on the likely im-
pacts of Brexit on Irish businesses and how these impacts might be mitigated. The Brexit SME 
Scorecard is an interactive online platform that can be used by all Irish businesses to self-assess 
their exposure to Brexit. 

Funding to the Local Enterprise Offices has been increased by 22% and they, along with In-
terTradeIreland, are offering a range of Brexit-focused supports to companies, including those 
engaged in cross-border trade with Northern Ireland. InterTradeIreland continues to offer its 
Brexit: Start to Plan voucher scheme, which makes available financial support of up to €2,250 
towards professional advisory services to address Brexit-related challenges.

The LEOs offer Brexit supports to micro and small businesses through the 31 LEOs nation-
wide, including tailored mentoring to address Brexit-related business challenges, and targeted 
training on specific Brexit challenges.

For further information, as well as details of the information and advisory supports avail-
able, businesses should consult my Department’s Getting Business Brexit Ready page at dbei.
gov.ie/BrexitReady.

28/02/2019WRF03700Departmental Programmes

28/02/2019WRF03800122. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if a review of the Succeed in Ireland programme has been undertaken; when this will be 
published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10117/19]

28/02/2019WRF03900123. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the cost of the Succeed in Ireland programme in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date 
in 2019; the number of jobs created by year in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [10118/19]
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28/02/2019WRF04000124. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the payments made to an organisation (details supplied) in each of the years 2011 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10119/19]

28/02/2019WRF04100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 122 to 124, inclusive, together.

It remains my intention to commission an independent review of the Succeed-in-Ireland 
(SII) programme. As I have indicated previously, a review would equip us with a thorough un-
derstanding of SII’s results and its contribution to employment generation in the State. 

However, there needs to be clarity on the full and final costs of the programme before any 
review can proceed. Determining those costs will only be possible once ConnectIreland’s dis-
pute with the IDA regarding the previous operation of SII is resolved or otherwise concluded. I 
understand that the two sides are in the midst of a dispute resolution process which, once com-
pleted, should help provide the clarity needed on the costs of the programme to allow a review 
to proceed.

The table outlines the number of SII-related jobs created and verified by IDA Ireland. It also 
sets out payments made to ConnectIreland in respect of those verified jobs and for marketing 
support. The figures (which exclude VAT) are calculated on a quarterly basis. Figures for 2019 
will be available at the end of Q1.

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total to Date
Full-time 
Jobs Veri-
fied 

0 0 116 184 191 93 93 677

Payments 
made for 
Verified 
Jobs 

€0.00 €0.00 €447,500.00 €719,500.00 €758,000.00 €345,000.00 €2,270,000.00

Advance 
payments 
made in 
respect of 
398 jobs 
yet to be 
created 

€1,539,500.00 €1,539,500.00

Payments 
made for 
Marketing 
Support 

€75,000.00 €75,000.00 €150,000.00

Total Paid 
to Connec-
tIreland 

€0.00 €0.00 €522,500.00 €794,500.00 €758,000.00 €1,884,500.00 €0.00 €3,959,500.00

28/02/2019WRF04400IDA Ireland Portfolio

28/02/2019WRF04500125. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of companies that are a client company of IDA Ireland that were previously a 
client company of Údarás na Gaeltachta in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10120/19]

28/02/2019WRF04600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
informed by IDA Ireland that there are currently no companies in the Agency’s client portfolio 
which were previously a client of Údarás na Gaeltachta.
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28/02/2019WRF04700Trade Relations

28/02/2019WRF04800126. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
views on a trade proposal by an organisation (details supplied) with respect to Brexit. [10174/19]

28/02/2019WRF04900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In-
ternational Trade Policy is a competence of the EU Commission under the EU Treaties and 
defined as the Common Commercial Policy (CCP).  Under this architecture the Commission 
represents Ireland and other Member States at the WTO taking into account the needs of indi-
vidual Member States and the collective good of the Union. As such, the EU is leading on all 
negotiations relating to Brexit. 

As the Deputy will be fully aware, the EU and UK negotiators agreed in December 2018 
the Withdrawal Agreement. This Agreement was the product of two years of negotiation taking 
into account the UK’s ‘red lines’ and the EU’s requirement to protect and support the single 
market and the Good Friday Agreement.  It is unfortunate that the UK Parliament have been, 
to date, unable to pass the Withdrawal Agreement that would provide certainty and clarity as to 
the relationship between the UK, Ireland and the EU after March 29. 

The Withdrawal Agreement provides the foundation stone to the creation of a new rela-
tionship between the EU and the UK and Ireland is fully engaged at every level within the 
EU regarding the negotiations. The final terms of the UK’s exit from the EU have yet to be 
determined and the EU continues to actively engage with all Member States, including Ireland, 
to achieve the best outcome possible for all Members notwithstanding the inevitable negative 
consequences of Brexit, once the precise terms of the UK’s exit are settled.  As An Tánaiste and 
An Taoiseach have both said in recent days, Brexit is a lose, lose, lose scenario. Nonetheless, 
were the UK’s intentions for the future partnership to evolve further, the EU has made clear that 
the Union is prepared to reconsider our offer and adjust the content and level of ambition of the 
Political Declaration.   

The Future Trading Relationship phase of negotiations, post March 29, is designed to ame-
liorate as much as possible the negative impacts on trade and employment that will arise from 
Brexit. All obligations and benefits of WTO rules will be considered in that context, but those 
considerations cannot be pre-determined at this time. 

Specifically, in relation to Article XXI of GATT, there are a limited number of instances 
where article XXI has been invoked, most recently by the United States to enable the applica-
tion of tariffs on Steel and Aluminium products imported into the US, but more usually at time 
of conflict, war, and so on. This action by the US has been challenged by the European Union 
and several other WTO members and is currently being pursued under the Dispute Settlement 
Framework of the WTO. As with any trade related action, the use of Article XXI, which would 
have to be by the EU, would be open to challenge by other WTO members, if any so chose.  It 
could be argued that for the use of Article XXI to be effective the UK would have to adopt a 
similar approach.  

I don’t believe it is helpful for us to speculate on the use of such exceptional mechanisms, 
when we have concrete, worthwhile, proposals before us.  The Withdrawal Agreement provides 
a solid legal framework for the UK to depart the European Union through the commencement 
of the transition phase, followed by negotiations on the Future Trading Relationship.  The Gov-
ernment has repeatedly maintained that the best and only way to ensure an orderly withdrawal 
and protect the Good Friday Agreement is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement and this remains 
our priority. 
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Finally, I might note that the Government has, this week, brought the Withdrawal of the 
United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2019 (the ‘Omni-
bus Bill’) to second stage in the Dail.  This piece of legislation allows the Government to amend 
a number of domestic laws in order to manage the negative sectoral impacts in the event the UK 
leaves the EU without reaching agreement on their withdrawal.  Additionally, the Government 
on both a domestic and international level are fully engaged with preparing for Brexit.  Along 
with our EU colleagues, our focus is on ensuring that the UK passes the Withdrawal Agreement 
which provides the clearest and legally unambiguous platform in which to begin talks on the 
future relationship, whilst, at the same time, ensuring that our most vulnerable sectors are pro-
tected from the worst impacts of Brexit.  In that regard, my Department has been at the forefront 
of delivering, with our Enterprise Agencies, a range of measures aimed at assisting businesses 
navigate the economic turbulence attendant on Brexit.

28/02/2019WRF05000State Aid

28/02/2019WRF05100127. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
the recent state aid approval by the EU Commission for a company (details supplied) was with-
in existing state rules and in line with the thresholds set out in EU Regulation No. 1407/2013. 
[10175/19]

28/02/2019WRF05200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
recent EU Commission approval for state aid to Carbery Food Ingredients Ltd. is individual, 
notifiable aid measure in the form of a direct grant for an investment project covering the pro-
cessing and marketing of agricultural products (milk). 

The investment is in line with State Aid rules and meets with the rural development objec-
tives including fostering the competitiveness of agriculture and will ensure Carbery continues 
to guarantee a market outlet for circa. 1260 farmer suppliers and employment to 250 people in 
the West Cork region. 

This aid measure was designed in accordance with the Guidelines for State aid in the Agri-
cultural and Forestry Sectors and therefore is not required to comply with the thresholds of the 
De Minimis Regulation (EU) No 1407/2013.

28/02/2019WRF05300State Aid

28/02/2019WRF05400128. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
she has submitted a request or is preparing to submit a request at EU level to revise state aid 
rules as set out in regulation EU Regulation No. 1407/2013 to protect exposed enterprises and 
exporters from a potential Brexit; the status of progress being made at EU level to increase cur-
rent state aid thresholds to support enterprises here in the event of a hard no-deal Brexit; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [10176/19]

28/02/2019WRF05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has been working closely with the Commission and DG Competition since No-
vember 2017 through the Irish/EU Technical Working Group on State Aid.  The objective of 
the Group is to scope and design schemes to support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with 
State Aid rules.  Much has been achieved by this Working Group.  It has examined and explored 
a range of opportunities within State Aid rules including the development of the Future Growth 
Loan Scheme under GBER rules, the expansion of Ireland’s Rescue and Restructuring Scheme 
to include Temporary liquidity aid and the Group is currently working closely with DG Agri 



Questions - Written Answers

68

to explore the range of opportunities under the Agriculture and Forestry State aid guidelines.  
It has looked at regionally important, exposed clients and their building resilience in their re-
sponse to Brexit by using environmental and innovation aid.

On 24th January 2019, I met with the European Commissioner for Competition, Margrethe 
Vestager.  The focus of the meeting centered around the severe challenges that Irish businesses 
will face when the UK leaves the EU and the need for appropriate and timely State supports.  It 
was agreed that Irish officials will continue to work closely with the Commissioner’s team in 
addressing any State aid issues that may arise to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as the 
ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level implications become known.   Should issues arise 
that require an approach that does not fit within the existing State aid rules, this will be raised 
as part of the Group discussions.  The Commissioner emphasised that the Commission stands 
ready to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts of Brexit on Irish firms.

28/02/2019WRF05600Disability Services Funding

28/02/2019WRF05700129. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if funding will 
be allocated to repair the bus assigned to an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10122/19]

28/02/2019WRF05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRG00200Primary Care Centres Expenditure

28/02/2019WRG00300130. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the public funding used in the con-
struction of a health facility (details supplied). [10015/19]

28/02/2019WRG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRG00500Ambulance Service

28/02/2019WRG00600131. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding the ambulance service in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10016/19]

28/02/2019WRG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you di-
rectly in relation to ambulance services in Kerry.  However, if you would like to forward your 
correspondence to my Private Office it will be considered in line with normal procedures. 
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28/02/2019WRG00800Hospital Waiting Lists

28/02/2019WRG00900132. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be called for a procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10018/19]

28/02/2019WRG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

28/02/2019WRG01100Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

28/02/2019WRG01200133. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of equipment for 
a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10020/19]

28/02/2019WRG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRG01400Health Services

28/02/2019WRG01500134. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the services available to per-
sons that have been adversely affected by the use of defective synthetic vaginal mesh implants; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10029/19]

28/02/2019WRG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In late 2017, concerns arose about the fre-
quency and severity of complications associated with the use of mesh devices in the surgical 
treatment of Stress Urinary Incontinence (SUI) and Pelvic Organ Prolapse (POP) in women in 
Ireland.  In responding to these questions and in recognition of the complexity of the matters 
arising, I requested the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to prepare a report on the clinical and 
technical issues involved in ensuring both:

a) the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and b) an appro-
priate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing such procedures.

Preparation of the report has involved consultation and engagement with national and in-
ternational bodies. The report has been informed by review of international reports and safety 
reviews of mesh surgery which have been published in recent years. The report has also been 
informed by the personal experiences of women who have suffered complications following 
mesh surgery.

The Report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic mesh de-



Questions - Written Answers

70

vices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than traditional SUI 
and POP procedures. However, mesh devices are associated with significant and severe com-
plications in a minority of women. These are of concern given the difficulties of mesh implant 
removal.

 The Report makes 19 recommendations including:

-  the development of patient information and informed consent materials;

-  surgical professional training and multidisciplinary expertise in units carrying out mesh 
procedures;

-  the development of clinical guidance;

-  the development of information systems to monitor the ongoing use of mesh devices;

-  ensuring the reporting of mesh related complications; and

-  ensuring timely, appropriate and accessible care pathways for the management of women 
with complications.

The report was completed and published on the Department of Health website on 21 No-
vember 2018.

In advance of the report’s completion, the HSE was requested in May 2018 to begin work 
immediately on the development of national standardised patient information and informed 
consent materials and the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate 
referral services for women suffering serious complications. The HSE was also asked by the 
Chief Medical Officer on 24 July to pause all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so, 
until a number of key recommendations are implemented. 

A Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory Group has been convened by the HSE, to advise on 
and progress all of the recommendations.  I am informed that an ongoing work programme 
for the development of appropriate patient information resources and consent materials, and 
the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate referral services for 
women suffering from mesh-related complications is being progressed through this Group.  The 
HSE has advised that many women have already engaged with this pathway system and have 
attended centres for second opinion and follow up appointments.  

The Secretary General of my Department wrote to the HSE on November 27 2018 to re-
quest that it prepare a detailed Implementation Plan for the complete set of recommendations 
set out in the CMO’s Report, to be approved by the Leadership Team in the HSE and published 
on the HSE website within three months of receipt of the report, or sooner if completed. It was 
also requested that a copy of the Implementation Plan, together with an interim report on the 
implementation of those recommendations on which work has already commenced, should be 
submitted to the Department at the time of publication of the Implementation Plan. 

I am informed that the HSE in a recent letter to the Secretary General has advised that the 
final version of the Implementation Plan will be published on its website and submitted to my 
Department in mid-March 2019.

28/02/2019WRG01700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

28/02/2019WRG01800135. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of operational 
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CAMHS beds as of 22 February 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10034/19]

28/02/2019WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2019WRG02000National Children’s Hospital

28/02/2019WRG02100136. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the type of beds in the na-
tional children’s hospital for CAMHS services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10035/19]

28/02/2019WRG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new children’s hospital will include the 
facilities of a 20 bed acute Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHS) inpatient unit. The 
provider of the service will be the HSE CAMHS service. 

The 20 bed unit will function as two distinct subunits:  a 12 bed acute generic CAMHS in-
patient unit primarily serving the Greater Dublin and surrounding areas, which will form part of 
the network of existing CAMHS inpatient units; and an 8 bed national specialist eating disorder 
unit for those with severe and or complex eating disorders whose needs have not or could not 
be met in the other CAMHS inpatient units.  

28/02/2019WRG02300Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

28/02/2019WRG02400137. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the Nursing and Midwifery Board 
of Ireland made representations to the HSE with a view to taking over an investigation of a 
person (details supplied); and if not, the reason therefor. [10046/19]

28/02/2019WRG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland 
made no representations to the HSE regarding the investigation of the individual concerned. 
Any decision regarding a Fitness to Practice Investigation is solely a matter for the NMBI and 
I understand that they received no complaints against the individual concerned.

28/02/2019WRG02600Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

28/02/2019WRG02700138. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE was permitted to 
carry out a systems analysis in the case of a person (details supplied) rather than the investiga-
tion being given over to the NMBI. [10047/19]

28/02/2019WRG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A decision on the appropriate type of in-
vestigation would be a matter for the HSE and I have forwarded the question to them to reply 
directly to you. Any decision to conduct a Fitness to Practise Investigation is solely a matter for 
the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland.

28/02/2019WRG02900Hospital Facilities

28/02/2019WRG03000139. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the possibility of establishing 
a minor injuries unit in Carndonagh Community Hospital to take pressure away from Letter-
kenny University Hospital will be examined. [10058/19]
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28/02/2019WRG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly. 

28/02/2019WRG03200Misuse of Drugs

28/02/2019WRG03300140. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 376 of 20 February 2018, when bulletin 7 of the drug prevalence survey 2014-2015 
which focuses on gambling will be published in view of the fact that it was to be released in 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10059/19]

28/02/2019WRG03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Minister 
Stanton and I released Bulletin 7 of the Drugs Prevalence Survey 2014/15 on the 27th February 
2019.  This bulletin provides detailed analysis of the first set of data on the extent of gambling 
in Ireland.  The bulletin is published on the Department of Health website, www.health.gov.ie. 

The report show that 64.5% of people in Ireland engage in various forms of gambling and 
that 41.4% report gambling on a monthly basis or more often.  For many there are no issues 
arising from their gambling.  However, the report indicates problem gambling prevalence at 
0.8%.  For the small percentage of people for whom gambling is a problem, we need measures 
to reduce problem gambling and its impact on individuals and their families. 

This survey provides a baseline of data to assist in policy formulation and future planning 
and action on gambling.  It contributes to the evidence base to ensure that the policy and leg-
islative approach to addressing the complex issue of gambling and problem gambling is fit for 
purpose. 

The next drug prevalence survey for the period 2018/19 will again include gambling and 
will allow for data on trends in gambling to be compiled. 

28/02/2019WRG03500Health Services Reform

28/02/2019WRG03600141. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of times the Sláin-
tecare high level delivery board has met; the regularity with which it plans to meet in 2019; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10060/19]

28/02/2019WRG03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The High Level Delivery Board compris-
ing the Secretaries General of the Departments of Health, Taoiseach and Public Expenditure 
and Reform, the CEO of the HSE and the Sláintecare Executive Director will be established to 
ensure effective delivery of agreed plans and resourcing of the Sláintecare reform programme. 

The High Level Delivery Board has yet to convene, however each of the board members 
have been involved the development of the Sláintecare Action Plan and have provided input 
into the plan. It is one of the deliverables of the Sláintecare Action Plan 2019 for the Board to 
convene, and following publication of the Action Plan shortly, it is intended that the Board will 
hold bi-monthly meetings. 

28/02/2019WRG03800Hospital Appointments Administration

28/02/2019WRG03900142. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital appoint-
ments cancelled by the endocrinology clinic in St. Columcille’s Hospital, Loughlinstown in 
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each of the years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number cancelled by the patient or the 
clinic, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10061/19]

28/02/2019WRG04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

28/02/2019WRG04100Hospital Waiting Lists

28/02/2019WRG04200143. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on wait-
ing lists for the endocrinology clinic in St. Columcille’s Hospital, Loughlinstown; the number 
of persons on the waiting lists in February 2016, 2017 and 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10062/19]

28/02/2019WRG04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are of-
ten unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this 
regard, I am committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out below.

St Columcille’s Hospital Endocrinology Outpatients Waiting List February 2016

0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12 
mths 

12-15 
mths 

15-18 
mths 

18+ mths Total 

189 264 198 156 97 128 301 1333 
St Columcille’s Hospital Endocrinology Outpatients Waiting List February 2017

0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12 
mths 

12-15 
mths 

15-18 
mths 

18+ mths Total 

260 217 179 160 101 147 590 1654 
St Columcille’s Hospital Endocrinology Outpatients Waiting List February 2018

0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12 
mths 
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mths 

15-18 
mths 

18+ mths Total 

224 179 226 171 203 178 765 1946 
St Columcille’s Hospital Endocrinology Outpatients Waiting List January 2019

0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12 
mths 

12-15 
mths 

15-18 
mths 

18+ mths Total 

243 174 208 184 156 143 976 2084 

28/02/2019WRG04400Medicinal Products Reimbursement

28/02/2019WRG04500144. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when it is expected that the as-
sessment in respect of Nusinersen will be finalised by the HSE leadership team and decisions 
made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10065/19]

28/02/2019WRG04600156. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the stage the application for 
the reimbursement of Spinraza is at with the Rare Disease Technical Review Committee, the 
HSE Drugs Group or the HSE Leadership Team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10111/19]
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28/02/2019WRG04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 144 and 
156 together.

The Health Service Executive has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reim-
bursement of medicines, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) 
Act 2013.

 The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making of reimbursement decisions which 
include the clinical and cost effectiveness of the product, the opportunity cost and the impact on 
resources that are available to the HSE.

  I am advised by the HSE that an application for the reimbursement of Nusinersen (Spin-
raza) was considered by HSE Leadership at its meeting on 12 February 2019.

 Following detailed consideration of the application, the HSE Leadership made the decision 
that it was unable to recommend reimbursement of Spinraza and concluded that the evidence 
for clinical effectiveness is still quite limited and that the current price proposed by the manu-
facturer was not a cost-effective use of resources.

The HSE has written to the company involved and informed them of the proposal to refuse 
reimbursement at the current price offering. Under the requirements of the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 the company now has 28 days to respond or make repre-
sentations to the HSE’s proposed decision. 

The HSE remains open to considering any new evidence or information which emerges 
regarding the clinical effectiveness or price of this medicine.

28/02/2019WRG04800Cancer Services Provision

28/02/2019WRG04900145. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure the security of 
fragile chemotherapy compounding at present and into the future,particularly in the context of 
the United Kingdom leaving the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [10068/19]

28/02/2019WRG05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy (SACT - 
Chemotherapy) is administered in 26 public hospitals. Of these, 17 have aseptic compounding 
units and are largely self-sufficient in regard to their SACT needs.  The remaining 9 rely on 
outsourcing - purchasing compounded SACT from a licensed provider. While this need is partly 
met by an Irish-based supplier, approximately 15% of compounded SACT is sourced from the 
United Kingdom at present.

As part of the overall Government response to the planned exit of the United Kingdom 
from the European Union, my Department and the HSE are working on a comprehensive and 
coordinated set of actions to ensure, as far as is possible, continuity of supply of all medicines 
post-Brexit, with a clear focus on particularly important medicines such as compounded che-
motherapy treatments.

28/02/2019WRG05100Medicinal Products Supply

28/02/2019WRG05200146. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure an uninter-
rupted supply of chemotherapy drugs in the context of the United Kingdom leaving the Euro-
pean Union; his further plans to ensure the availability of individually compounded treatments 
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for cancer patients; his plans to avoid disruption to chemotherapy treatment; his further plans 
proposed or put in place to safeguard supplies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10069/19]

28/02/2019WRG05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As part of the overall Government response 
to Brexit, my Department is working on a comprehensive and coordinated set of actions to en-
sure, as far as is possible, continuity of supply of medicines in the event of a “no-deal” Brexit.

Significant work has been undertaken by my Department, the HSE, and the Health Products 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA), together with medicines manufacturers and suppliers, to ensure 
that risks to the continuity of supply are mitigated to the greatest possible extent. 

The Department of Health, HSE and HPRA do not anticipate an immediate impact on medi-
cine supplies should there be a no-deal Brexit on 29 March. There are already additional stocks 
of medicines routinely built into the Irish medicine supply chain, and these additional stocks, 
together with planning by Revenue to allow the fast-tracking of essential drugs into Ireland, 
where necessary, will help deal with any delays that may arise.

It is important to note that there is no need for hospitals, pharmacists or patients to order 
extra quantities of medicines, or for doctors to issue additional prescriptions. To do so could 
disrupt existing stock levels and hamper the supply of medicines for other patients.

In 2018, the HPRA developed and launched a multi-stakeholder Medicine Shortages Frame-
work to anticipate and manage medicine shortages when they occur. The health system is there-
fore well placed to anticipate and respond to any additional shortages, should they arise because 
of Brexit.

As an additional safeguard, my Department requested that consideration be given to those 
categories of medicines which are considered most essential to public health, including com-
pounded chemotherapy treatments. As a result, HSE and HPRA technical experts are undertak-
ing a process to verify the contingency planning in place for the continuity of supply of medi-
cines essential to public health, in order to determine those medicines that have the potential to 
be vulnerable to supply disruption and, where necessary, identify clinically appropriate alterna-
tives. Work on this process is ongoing and will continue in the months before and after Brexit.  

Both the HPRA and HSE have been in contact with manufacturers and suppliers to verify 
capacity, availability of raw materials and consumables, and contingency planning for supply 
routes of finished products. To date, no major issues have been identified through this process.

28/02/2019WRG05400Pharmacy Services

28/02/2019WRG05500147. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Health the policy regarding in-house phar-
macists in hospitals, particularly in relation to specialised drugs such as chemotherapy drugs; 
if his attention has been drawn to the views of pharmacists that their continued development 
within hospitals could lead to savings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10070/19]

28/02/2019WRG05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): These issues are currently being deliberated 
as part of a consultative process in the Workplace Relations Commissions and it would not be 
appropriate to comment at this stage.

28/02/2019WRG05700Primary Medical Certificates Applications
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28/02/2019WRG05800148. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if an application for a primary 
medical certificate by a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10073/19]

28/02/2019WRG05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As the Dep-
uty’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRG06000Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

28/02/2019WRG06100149. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health if the long term illness scheme 
will be extended to include patients with mental illness that are over 16 years of age; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10076/19]

28/02/2019WRG06200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered 
by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive 
drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their 
illness, free of charge.  

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that it is proposed that the LTI Scheme would be included as 
part of a review of the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under 
commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

28/02/2019WRH00200General Practitioner Services

28/02/2019WRH00300150. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a decision was 
taken to merge the Westdoc out of hours general practitioner service in Glenamaddy, Castlerea 
and Roscommon; when the decision was made; the reason there was no communication or 
engagement with the communities affected by the changes; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10088/19]

28/02/2019WRH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRH00500General Practitioner Services

28/02/2019WRH00600151. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of hours of service 
that will be provided to persons in the newly merged Westdoc out of hours general practitioner 
service for Glenamaddy, Castlerea and Roscommon; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10089/19]

28/02/2019WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.
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28/02/2019WRH00800Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

28/02/2019WRH00900152. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an application for a hear-
ing aid by a person (details supplied) will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10092/19]

28/02/2019WRH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRH01100National Children’s Hospital

28/02/2019WRH01200153. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the ownership of Temple Street 
and Crumlin Children’s Hospitals, respectively; if the proceeds of the sale of the properties will 
go towards funding the development of the new national children’s hospital; if not, his plans for 
the disposal of the properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10095/19]

28/02/2019WRH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The land and building at Temple Street are 
owned by the Mater Misericordiae and the Children’s University Hospitals (MMCUH) Lim-
ited.  As such the future use of Temple Street following the transfer of paediatric services from 
there to the new children’s hospital when it opens is a matter primarily for the MMCUH, in 
consultation with the HSE. 

As provided for under the Children’s Health Act 2018, the land and buildings of Our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital Crumlin transferred to Children’s Health Ireland with effect from 1 Janu-
ary 2019, thereby allowing the value realised from the transferred property to benefit children’s 
health.  Under the Act, Children’s Health Ireland may dispose of land and property with the 
approval of the HSE. 

No decision has been taken as to the future use of the Temple Street and Crumlin sites fol-
lowing the transfer of services to the new children’s hospital.   

28/02/2019WRH01400HSE Correspondence

28/02/2019WRH01500154. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a final response 
will issue to correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10102/19]

28/02/2019WRH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRH01700National Treatment Purchase Fund

28/02/2019WRH01800155. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of a tender (details 
supplied); if the project will be delivered on time and on budget; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10106/19]

28/02/2019WRH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy 
is currently being collated by officials in my Department and will be provided to the Deputy 
directly as soon as it becomes available.
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Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 144.

28/02/2019WRH02100Medicinal Products Reimbursement

28/02/2019WRH02200157. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the detail of the recommenda-
tion the Rare Disease Technical Review Committee gave on Spinraza, that is, to reimburse the 
drug; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10112/19]

28/02/2019WRH02300158. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the detail of the recommenda-
tion the HSE drugs group gave on Spinraza to reimburse the drug; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [10113/19]

28/02/2019WRH02400159. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the detail of the recommenda-
tion the HSE Leadership Team gave on Spinraza to reimburse the drug; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10114/19]

28/02/2019WRH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 157 to 159, 
inclusive, together.

Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory 
responsibility for the pricing and reimbursement of medicines; therefore, the matter has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRH02800HSE Legal Cases

28/02/2019WRH02900160. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will direct  the HSE to settle 
outstanding legal fees in its case with a person (details supplied); if the possible payment of 
compensation to them as a result of their treatment by the HSE will be further reviewed; if the 
use of the drug Pembro will be sanctioned for them in view of their poor health and deteriorat-
ing situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10116/19]

28/02/2019WRH03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question refers to legal pro-
ceedings between the HSE and the individual concerned and also to the sanctioning of a drug. 

It would be inappropriate for me to intervene in relation to a legal case and as the matter 
of sanctioning of a drug is a clinical matter. I have forwarded the question to the HSE asking 
them to reply directly to you. However, I understand the HSE is currently engaging actively 
with Ms Canning’s legal representatives in an effort to bring this matter to a conclusion. The 
HSE is conscious, given Ms Canning’s health, of the need to bring this matter to a resolution in 
a timely manner.   

28/02/2019WRH03100European Health Insurance Card

28/02/2019WRH03200161. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans to make changes to a 
process (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10127/19]

28/02/2019WRH03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

28/02/2019WRH03400Hospice Services Provision
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28/02/2019WRH03500162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if consultant cover is in place 
at a facility (details supplied) in County Donegal; if not, the reason therefor; the efforts being 
made to ensure service disruptions are avoided at the facility; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10128/19]

28/02/2019WRH03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2019WRH03700Hospice Services Provision

28/02/2019WRH03800163. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a facility (details supplied) in 
County Donegal is accepting patient admissions; if not, the reason therefor; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10129/19]

28/02/2019WRH03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

28/02/2019WRH04000Ambulance Service

28/02/2019WRH04100164. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the health sector national staff survey 2016 and national Ambulance Service report January 
2017 carried out by a company (details supplied); if so, if his attention has been further drawn to 
the fact that 31% of respondents claimed discrimination in relation to their trade union activity; 
and the action taken to rectify the situation. [10130/19]

28/02/2019WRH04200165. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that 48% of respondents to the health sector national staff survey 2016 and national 
Ambulance Service report January 2017 claimed to have experienced bullying and-or harass-
ment in the service within the previous two years of the survey being carried out; and the action 
taken to date to rectify the situation. [10131/19]

28/02/2019WRH04300166. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that 68% of respondents to the health sector national staff survey 2016 and national 
Ambulance Service report January 2017 claimed to have witnessed bullying and or harassment 
in the service within the previous two years of the survey being carried out; and the action taken 
to date to rectify the situation. [10132/19]

28/02/2019WRH04400170. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that only 
4% of staff have confidence in senior management within the national Ambulance Service. 
[10136/19]

28/02/2019WRH04500171. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take in relation 
to the fact that only 5% of staff agree that communication between senior management and staff 
is effective in the national Ambulance Service. [10137/19]

28/02/2019WRH04600172. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the actions taken by the national 
Ambulance Service in relation to the finding in the health sector national staff survey 2016 that 
only 3% of staff agree that senior managers act on staff feedback. [10138/19]

28/02/2019WRH04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 164 to 166, 
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inclusive, and 170 to 172, inclusive, together.

The Deputy has raised a number of issues in relation to a Health Sector National Staff Sur-
vey which was carried out in 2016.  The purpose of the survey was to measure employee senti-
ment and engagement within the publicly funded Health Sector.  I understand that within the 
National Ambulance Service there was a 50% response rate. 

As with all surveys, it raised a number of both positive and negative results.  These results 
have prompted the National Ambulance Service to take a range of measures to address the areas 
where improvements could be made.  

I am clear that bullying or harassment in any workplace must not be tolerated and any such 
instance must be addressed in accordance with the appropriate grievance and disciplinary poli-
cies and procedures.  Any employee who experiences or witnesses work place bullying or ha-
rassment should be aware that they can report these instances under the Dignity at Work Policy 
for the Health Service.

The NAS is also developing anti bullying work place initiatives in line with the Positive 
Workplace Programme and bespoke sessions for the NAS are currently in development.  Staff 
Health & Wellbeing initiatives and programmes are ongoing in the NAS as part of Healthy 
Ireland including significant focus on staff health initiatives such as mental wellbeing, physical 
activity, health checks and improving the workplace environment.

There are a number of other ongoing programmes and initiatives being undertaken and sup-
ported by the National Ambulance Service.  For example, a number of NAS managers across the 
country have undertaken Leadership Development Programmes including Continuous Quality 
Improvement courses using the Lean Sigma process.

The NAS has also established a National Staff Engagement Forum as well as local Engage-
ment Networks.  The role of the Forum is to create a space for conversations about what matters 
to staff in terms of engagement and to gather suggestions on how to improve it by building on 
existing approaches and continually looking for new ways to engage staff.

In addition, the NAS has strengthened representative bodies and increased the number of 
NAS staff representation in order to provide further regular and scheduled discussion around 
areas such as improvement in internal and upward communication, raising awareness around 
dignity at work issues, and health and wellbeing initiatives.

28/02/2019WRH05000Ambulance Service

28/02/2019WRH05100167. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health his views on whether there may 
be a culture of bullying and-or harassment within the national Ambulance Service. [10133/19]

28/02/2019WRH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am clear that bullying or harassment in any 
workplace must not be tolerated and any such instance must be addressed in accordance with 
the appropriate grievance and disciplinary policy and procedures. 

The Health Service, including the National Ambulance Service, recognises the right of all 
employees to be treated with dignity and respect and is committed to ensuring that all employ-
ees are provided with a safe working environment which is free from all forms of bullying, 
sexual harassment and harassment. Workplace bullying and harassment adversely affect the 
quality of patient/client care by undermining employee morale and can result in absenteeism, 
stress-related illnesses and higher turnover of staff.  
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A Dignity at Work Policy for the Health Service is in place.  This policy was produced on 
a partnership basis by a Working Group comprising representatives from the HSE, Voluntary 
Hospitals and Intellectual Disability sectors, HSE-Employers Agency, IBEC and the health sec-
tor trade unions. 

This Policy covers sexual harassment and harassment as outlawed by the Employment 
Equality Acts 1998 to 2008 and workplace bullying and reflects the experiences of  both em-
ployers and union representatives in dealing with complaints of bullying  and harassment.

I can advise that the National Ambulance Service (NAS) is developing anti bullying work 
place initiatives in line with the Positive Workplace Programme and bespoke sessions for the 
service are currently in development.  Staff Health & Wellbeing initiatives and programmes are 
ongoing in the NAS as part of ‘Healthy Ireland’ including significant focus on staff health ini-
tiatives such as mental wellbeing, physical activity, health checks and improving the workplace 
environment. 

28/02/2019WRH05300Trade Union Recognition

28/02/2019WRH05400168. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the steps he plans to take to pre-
vent the upcoming ambulance dispute strikes on 28 February and 1 March 2019. [10134/19]

28/02/2019WRH05500169. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the HSE has continued to decline an invitation from a union (details supplied) 
to attend the WRC to find a solution to the ongoing dispute despite his indication that he would 
prefer negotiation to confrontation. [10135/19]

28/02/2019WRH05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 and 
169 together.

As I have stated before, SIPTU is the main union recognised by the HSE and has negotiating 
rights for frontline ambulance grades employed by the Executive.  Unite and FORSA also rep-
resent some ambulance grades.  As a result, the HSE deducts subscriptions at source for those 
ambulance staff that are members of those unions.  However, the National Ambulance Service 
Representative Association (NASRA) is not recognised by the HSE and, therefore, does not 
have negotiating rights.  

Whilst individuals have a right to membership of any trade union, if they choose to join an 
association which is not recognised by their employer, such membership is not facilitated by 
their employer. This means that the HSE does not facilitate the deduction of union subscriptions 
for this particular Association.  

While it is regrettable that the PNA has taken industrial action, it is not possible to negotiate 
with a union which is not recognised as having negotiating rights for ambulance grades.  I have 
asked my Department to engage with the HSE to explore ways forward to see if we can progress 
a resolution to this dispute. These discussions are still ongoing.

Questions Nos. 170 to 172, inclusive, answered with Question No. 164.

28/02/2019WRJ00500Ambulance Service

28/02/2019WRJ00600173. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the contents of the health sector national staff survey 2018 carried out by a com-
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pany (details supplied) in relation to the national Ambulance Service have yet to be released 
to all staff; and if his attention has been further drawn to the content of the survey. [10139/19]

28/02/2019WRJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this concerns the release of results to 
HSE staff, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

28/02/2019WRJ00800Health Services Data

28/02/2019WRJ00900174. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
diagnosed annually with conditions (details supplied); the cost of treatment for each condition; 
the average cost per person; the number of persons with each condition in the past five years in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10141/19]

28/02/2019WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRJ01100Emergency Services

28/02/2019WRJ01200175. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health his plans to develop a smart 
phone app on which all the locations of defibrillators would be readily available in an emer-
gency (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10142/19]

28/02/2019WRJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRJ01400Hospital Staff Data

28/02/2019WRJ01500176. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency doc-
tors working in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan in a permanent position and as locums, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10148/19]

28/02/2019WRJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

28/02/2019WRJ01700HSE Legal Cases

28/02/2019WRJ01800177. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will be directed to 
act to resolve or otherwise reach a settlement with a person (details supplied) in view of the 
nature of the current situation the person finds themselves in; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10151/19]

28/02/2019WRJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question refers to legal 
proceedings between the HSE and the individual concerned it would be inappropriate for me 
to intervene.  I have forwarded the question to the HSE asking them to reply directly to you. 
However, I understand that the HSE is currently engaging actively with Ms Canning’s legal 
representatives in an effort to bring this matter to a conclusion. The HSE is conscious, given Ms 
Canning’s health, of the need to bring this matter to a resolution in a timely manner.
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28/02/2019WRJ02000National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

28/02/2019WRJ02100178. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the expenditure by the 
new national children’s hospital on public relations and public affairs consultants in each of the 
years 2014 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and the fees paid to individual companies providing 
such services in the same period in tabular form.  [10161/19]

28/02/2019WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and equip-
ping the new children’s hospital and outpatient and urgent care centresI have asked the NPHDB 
to respond to you directly. 

28/02/2019WRJ02300Medical Card Applications

28/02/2019WRJ02400179. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10184/19]

28/02/2019WRJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

28/02/2019WRJ02600Medical Card Applications

28/02/2019WRJ02700180. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10185/19]

28/02/2019WRJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

28/02/2019WRJ02900Medical Card Applications

28/02/2019WRJ03000181. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10186/19]

28/02/2019WRJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

28/02/2019WRJ03200Brexit Supports

28/02/2019WRJ03300182. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of applications received under the Brexit loan scheme; the number of approved and 
rejected applications; the number and value of loans provided; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10074/19]

28/02/2019WRJ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The €300 
million Brexit Loan Scheme was developed by my Department in cooperation with the De-
partment of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Finance and the Strategic 
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Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) to provide working capital support to enable eligible 
Irish businesses (SMEs and small mid-caps) to implement the necessary changes to address the 
challenges posed by Brexit. Given its significant exposure to the UK market, at least 40% of the 
fund is available to food businesses. The Scheme opened for applications on 28 March 2018 
and it will remain open until 31st March 2020. 

It provides for loans of €25,000 to €1,500,000 per eligible enterprise at a maximum interest 
rate of 4%, ranging from 1 year to 3 years, with unsecured loans up to €500,000. The loans can 
be used for future working capital requirements or to fund innovation, change or adaptation of 
the business to mitigate the impact of Brexit. 

Applications for eligibility assessment must be made to the SBCI who, on approval, assign 
an eligibility reference number. This reference number along with the loan application may then 
be provided to a participating lender. 

At 22 February, there were 462 eligibility applications received, of which 413 are approved 
and 10 are ineligible. The total number of loans progressed to sanction at bank level is 81 with 
a total value of €17.3m, 13 of which relate to food businesses with a value of €4.2m. 

28/02/2019WRJ03500Basic Payment Scheme Payments

28/02/2019WRJ03600183. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a BPS payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10085/19]

28/02/2019WRJ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An official 
from my Department has made direct contact with both the person named and his agricultural 
consultant.  

The consultant has been informed as to what is required to successfully resolve this issue.

28/02/2019WRJ03800Animal Welfare

28/02/2019WRJ03900184. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the microchipping of dogs; if the legislation in this regard is being en-
forced; and the number of warnings and or summonses issued in this regard. [10086/19]

28/02/2019WRJ04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Microchip-
ping of dogs regulations were made under the Animal Health & Welfare Act, 2013 and therefore 
can be enforced by any authorised officer under that Act. This includes officers of my Depart-
ment, An Gardaí Siochana, dog wardens, members of the local authority veterinary service, 
Customs agents and officers of the ISPCA and DSPCA. As a result there is no centralised re-
porting or record keeping of enforcement action taken. Evidence available points to a high level 
of compliance with microchipping of dogs within the country.

Enforcement efforts to date under the Act have generally focused on cases which have come 
to the attention of authorised officers where there is neglect or recklessness regarding animal 
health and welfare of animals and incidence of animal cruelty.

A further effective approach in terms of microchipping enforcement has been to focus on 
occasions and locations where dogs are being exported - as evidenced by the on-going spot 
checks conducted at Dublin Port.
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28/02/2019WRJ04100Dog Breeding Industry

28/02/2019WRJ04200185. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the guidelines and legislation in relation to the cross breeding of dogs. [10087/19]

28/02/2019WRJ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are no 
statutory rules relating to cross breeding of dogs.  

The normal rules, enshrined in the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013, relating to not 
causing unnecessary suffering to, and not being negligent or reckless regarding the welfare of, 
an animal apply to this, as to every other activity relating to an animal.

28/02/2019WRJ04400Animal Sales

28/02/2019WRJ04500186. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a matter will be addressed regarding the movement of calves (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10124/19]

28/02/2019WRJ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A Quality Pay-
ment System (QPS) introducing differentiated payments in respect of certain grades of cattle at 
slaughter plants was introduced in 2009 by agreement between Meat Industry Ireland (MII) and 
the Irish Farmers Association (IFA).

My understanding is that any additional bonus payments and the conditions attached to 
qualification for such bonus payments are determined by processors and their retail customers. 
Such conditions include a limit on the number of movements of cattle in their lifetime prior to 
slaughter. These are commercial arrangements and my Department has no role in their estab-
lishment.

28/02/2019WRJ04700Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

28/02/2019WRJ04800187. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2018 area of natural constraints payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10159/19]

28/02/2019WRJ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion under the 2018 Basic Payments Scheme (BPS) and Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) 
scheme was received from the person named on 14 May 2018. 

Under the Terms and Conditions of the 2018 ANC, eligible applicants are required to meet 
a minimum stocking density of 0.15 livestock units for a retention period of 7 months and to 
maintain an annual average of 0.15 livestock units calculated over the twelve months of the 
scheme year.  In the case of new entrants, who do not receive their herd number in sufficient 
time to meet these requirements, the stocking density is calculated on a pro rata basis by ref-
erence to the start date of the herd number up to and including 31 December 2018.  In such 
circumstances the applicant must meet the required minimum stocking density within 10 days 
of receipt of their herd number.  

My Department’s records show that the person named received her herd number on 18 June 
2018 but did not meet the required minimum stocking density until 12 July 2018. On this basis 
she is deemed to have failed to fulfil the scheme compliance criteria and cannot be paid. 



Questions - Written Answers

86

The person named has been notified of this decision in writing and advised of her right to 
seek a review of the decision within 90 days to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

28/02/2019WRJ05000Live Exports

28/02/2019WRJ05100188. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has discussed with the French authorities the need to increase lairage facilities at Cherbourg; if 
he has had discussions with a company (details supplied) in regard to scheduling of sailings in 
view of delays in the export of calves; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10169/19]

28/02/2019WRJ05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment acknowledge the value and importance of live exports to Ireland’s agribusiness and I am 
aware of the challenges within the live export trade, particularly that of capacity in lairages in 
France. Calves being exported must, for welfare reasons, be off-loaded, fed and rested for 12 
hours on arrival in France. The current lairages in the Cherbourg region have capacity for some 
4,000 calves on any one day. 

My Department visited Cherbourg in the Autumn and met with their French counterparts to 
discuss this matter. More recently, they provided briefing to the IFA before its delegation visited 
the lairage near the port of Cherbourg recently.

My Department officials are in on-going communication with the Irish exporters with re-
gard to the need for co-operation to ensure that the lairage capacity at Cherbourg is optimised. 
Industry has been advised to make contact with their business partners in France to explore op-
tions around the increase of this capacity.

My Department offers regulatory assistance and approval to commercial providers of trans-
port that is required for accessing important export markets. There is  on-going communication 
with the various operators but the choices of routes and frequency of operation remain within  
the remit of the commercial providers.

28/02/2019WRJ05300Brexit Supports

28/02/2019WRJ05400189. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has had discussions with the EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Mr. 
Phil Hogan and the EU Commissioner for Trade, Mrs. Cecilia Malmström in relation to the 
need to have an immediate EU wide response to support the beef sector and farm incomes fol-
lowing the comments of the British Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 
Mr. Michael Gove in relation to the imposition of tariffs on Irish products and the likely import 
of beef from South America and other markets in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10170/19]

28/02/2019WRJ05500190. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has had discussions with the EU Commissioners for Agriculture and Rural Development 
and Trade to place supports for the agri-food sector in the event of a no-deal Brexit; if there are 
plans to put such supports in place without delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10171/19]

28/02/2019WRJ05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 189 and 190 together.

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
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ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agri-food and in particular the beef sector, and to the likelihood of specific supports being 
required in order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very 
well aware of the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy 
because this has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly 
recognised in the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan at the end of January 
to discuss the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agri-food sector, and on the 
beef sector in particular. We discussed the unique exposure of the sector to the threat of a disor-
derly Brexit, and the challenges that it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a 
range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and the food industry, including 
through traditional market supports such as intervention and Aids to Private Storage (APS), 
through exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, and 
through increased flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the 
EU’s readiness to respond and support Ireland and we will remain in contact on these issues as 
the situation evolves.  

Since then officials of my Department have had meetings with Commission officials to ex-
amine potential options in more detail and these contacts are ongoing.

28/02/2019WRK00300Departmental Programmes

28/02/2019WRK00400191. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the dairy sustainability Ireland initiative and the sustainability support and 
advisory programme; the number of advisers employed in both programmes; and the allocated 
budget in each year of the programmes. [10180/19]

28/02/2019WRK00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
tural Support & Advisory Programme (ASSAP) is an innovative Government/industry initia-
tive running from 2018 to 2021.  It is a well structured, collaborative initiative, involving a 
range of  stakeholders, including the wider community, to facilitate improvements in water 
quality. The ASSAP involves a resource of 30 Agricultural Sustainability Advisors, 20 of whom 
are funded by Government and 10 by the Dairy Industry. These Advisors will promote on-farm 
best practice to farmers in 190 ‘Areas for Action’, identified by the EPA, where the status of the 
water is at risk of deteriorating.  Farmers can avail of this service within the ‘Areas for Action’ 
on a voluntary basis. 

All advisors have now received comprehensive training from the EPA and Teagasc to en-
sure a common approach. The process of engagement with both the wider communities and 
with farmers in these areas is now well underway. Community meetings are taking place in the 
‘Areas-for-Action’ to update people on developments in the local areas.

Projected expenditure for the 20 Sustainability Advisers and 3 Overhead Personnel being 
financed by Government are as follows -    

 - 2019  2020 2021
Total Annual Cost   € 1,686,207 1,741,284 1,868,844

28/02/2019WRK00600Agriculture Schemes

28/02/2019WRK00700192. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the way in which the low emissions slurry scheme will interact with pillar 1 payments. 
[10181/19]

28/02/2019WRK00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Low Emis-
sions Slurry equipment is recognised as contributing to reducing ammonia emissions and in-
creasing the efficiency of nutrient recycling in slurry systems. It is identified as a key mitigation 
option in reducing the climate impact of Agriculture under the Teagasc Marginal Abatement 
Cost Curve.

The Low Emission Slurry Spreading Equipment Scheme (LESS) under TAMS II provides 
grant assistance to farmers for purchasing LESS equipment.  This programme is provided for 
under the 2014 - 2020 Rural Development Programme and is jointly funded by the European 
Union and the National exchequer. There are specific terms and conditions applying to this 
scheme, however it does not interact with pillar 1 payments.

The new CAP (2021-2027) negotiations are ongoing and progressing towards the agree-
ment of final regulations for the new CAP. Details regarding requirements under the new CAP 
will not be available until this process is concluded.  Under those Regulations, Ireland will then 
draw up a CAP Strategic Plan setting out our national programme.

28/02/2019WRK00900Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Data

28/02/2019WRK01000193. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of applications to the beef environmental efficiency pilot scheme by the closing 
deadline by county in tabular form; and if the deadline will be extended to allow more applica-
tions from suckler farmers. [10182/19]

28/02/2019WRK01100194. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of cows registered with the beef environmental efficiency pilot scheme by the 
closing deadline by county in tabular form. [10183/19]

28/02/2019WRK01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 193 and 194 together.

Applications from 18,536 herd owners have been received for the Beef Environmental Ef-
ficiency Pilot.  As calves born up until 30 June 2019 are eligible, a final figure for eligible calves 
is not yet available.

I have not extended the deadline for applications.  An application window of three weeks 
was provided for the initial expression of interest.  The Pilot was designed to be as accessible 
to farmers as possible. The application process was straightforward and the pilot contains only 
one measure. I expect that all of the available funding will be utilised.   

The Breakdown by county of applications of expressions of interest can be seen in the table 
below:

County Number of applications
Carlow 259
Cavan 887
Clare 1,453
Cork 1,365
Donegal 888
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County Number of applications
Dublin 53
Galway 2,015
Kerry 948
Kildare 212
Kilkenny 509
Laois 497
Leitrim 626
Limerick 594
Longford 554
Louth 175
Mayo 1,739
Meath 441
Monaghan 624
Offaly 450
Roscommon 1,094
Sligo 780
Tipperary 818
Waterford 277
Westmeath 582
Wexford 448
Wicklow 305
Total 18,593

28/02/2019WRK01400National Strategy for Angling Development

28/02/2019WRK01500195. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason only 2.82% of the €25 million allocated under the National Strategy for 
Angling Development 2015-2020 has been drawn down to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10066/19]

28/02/2019WRK01600196. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the National Strategy for Angling Development 2015-2020 in view 
of the poor draw down of funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10067/19]

28/02/2019WRK01700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 195 and 196 together. 

The National Strategy for Angling Development (NSAD) is the first comprehensive Na-
tional framework for the development of our angling resources. Within an overarching conser-
vation ethos and focus, the National Strategy   sets out three strategic objectives for angling:

- To make angling accessible and attractive through information, infrastructure and support. 

- To develop tourism through the promotion of our angling resource. 

- To recognise angling as a key leisure and recreation pursuit.

To date, my Department has provided €2 million directly for capital projects under NSAD 
and a further €537,000 has been provided under the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Devel-
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opment The Salmon Conservation Fund and Midland Fisheries Fund, both sustainably funded 
from licence and permit income, are managed in parallel with the NSAD. For clarification, the 
total funding available to Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) to date is €3.437 million across all as-
pects of fisheries development, which are to be delivered under the umbrella of NSAD. 

Projects with an investment of €1.473 million have been completed to date, representing 
some 43% of the available funding. Of this, €1.275 million has already been drawn down and a 
further €200,000 is due for drawdown shortly. 

Drawdown of funds under NSAD, as with other grant-aided programmes involving public 
funds, is subject to all governance, environmental and other project requirements. In addition, 
the environmental and habitats window for undertaking fisheries works is short and often dic-
tates the need for staged work and the delivery of projects over a number of years. It was always 
expected that delivery could take up to a three year period which reflects the often complex 
nature of fisheries projects. 

My Department has separately funded project officers for IFI to promote capacity build-
ing and a collaborative approach within the sector and to address shortfalls in expertise within 
voluntary organisations delivering projects. The officers engage with these groups to progress 
projects through governance and into delivery phase. 

To date, all calls for projects under the NSAD €2 million capital works element have been 
oversubscribed and IFI are concentrating on delivery of existing approved projects before addi-
tional project calls can be considered. I have commended IFI on its delivery of NSAD and other 
investment schemes so far and would point to the following milestones, which demonstrate 
significant progress: 

- Funding has been has been allocated to 174 fisheries development and management proj-
ects nationwide; 

- 45% of the projects have been completed to date; 

- Angling access has been upgraded in 78 locations with a further 22 due for completion in 
2019; 

- Over 20 Information and Education initiatives supported, introducing approximately 1000 
people to angling and informing visiting anglers. This provided equipment to the value of 
€60,000 to angling events, signage, marketing and promotion; 

- Riparian enhancement, conservation and regeneration work completed on river channels; 

- Anti-poaching equipment purchased and installed; 

- 10 organised angling events funded to encourage positive social inclusion in communities; 

- Over 5,000 hours of engagement and communication from IFI local staff and Projects Of-
fice to provide mutual support, information, assistance and advice. 

- In respect of 2019, an additional €393,000 has been allocated to IFI to fund initiatives to 
promote increased participation in angling by young people and novice anglers.

28/02/2019WRK01900Waste Disposal Charges

28/02/2019WRK02000197. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 498 of 19 February 2019, the timeline for 
the provision of annual support for those caring for vulnerable persons with a condition such as 
lifelong or long-term medical incontinence to help meet the average annual cost of disposing 
of domestic waste. [10090/19]

28/02/2019WRK02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Question No. 497 of 26 February 2019.  The position is un-
changed.

28/02/2019WRK02200Fishing Licences

28/02/2019WRK02300198. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if the 2017 draft net salmon fishing licences for the Loughros More estuary, 
Owenea and Owentocker rivers remain valid; if the holders of these licences would have an 
entitlement to fish should the Owenea and Owentocker rivers reopen for fishing of this nature 
in the near future; the process for the application and issuing of licences for draft net salmon 
fishing on the Loughros More estuary should the rivers reopen for fishing in the near future; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [10125/19]

28/02/2019WRK02400Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): Licences for commercial fishing, including draft net fishing, are 
issued annually only in respect of those rivers which are deemed open to commercial fishing by 
way of having a harvestable surplus sufficiently in excess of the conservation limit for that river 
and its genetically unique stock.    In that context, licences are valid for the statutorily defined 
commercial fishing season during the year of their issue. They are public licences and do not 
confer any property or other rights on the holder. 

However, annual licensing is based on the most recent track record in the fishery of the par-
ticipants/applicants as set out in the relevant annual statutory provisions. Consideration of such 
track records can obviously only reference the years in which the rivers were open to harvest 
and the closure of a river does not impact the issuing of licences in this manner.

28/02/2019WRK02500Proposed Legislation

28/02/2019WRK02600199. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment when he plans to present legislation to amend the Broadcasting Act 2009; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [10140/19]

28/02/2019WRK02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The proposed amendment to the Broadcasting, Act 2009 is currently at an advanced 
drafting stage.  My Department continues to work closely with the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel in order to progress this work with a view to having the Broadcasting Bill published 
in Q2 this year.

28/02/2019WRK02800Waste Management

28/02/2019WRK02900200. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the litter and waste budget for each local area authority in the past ten years 
in tabular form. [10172/19]
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28/02/2019WRK03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The information requested by the Deputy is not held by my Department as the bud-
get is a function of the local authority.  The Local Government Act 2001, as amended by the 
Local Government Reform Act 2014, provides the legislative basis for the budget process.  
The budget is developed in a phased process involving input from the Chief Executive, the 
municipal district members and the Corporate Policy Group. The adoption of the budget is a 
reserved function of the local authority. Each local authority budget is prepared in the context 
of a corporate plan, with financial resources allocated to strategies supporting the objectives of 
the corporate plan for the forthcoming year.

Waste Management costs for local authorities may include landfill operation and aftercare, 
operation of recovery and recycling facilities, waste management planning, waste regulation, 
monitoring and enforcement, as well as litter management and street cleaning. 

However, data in relation to litter expenditure by each Local Authority on street/road clean-
ing, litter warden services, and litter public awareness initiatives, for the years 2010 to 2016 is 
publically available on my Departments website at the following link: 

https://dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/waste/litter/Pages/Local-Authority-Litter-
Fines-and-Expenditure-Statistics.aspx.

Furthermore, the costs of waste enforcement are directly supported by my Department un-
der the Local Authority Enforcement Measures Scheme. This scheme, which has been in place 
since 2004, facilitates local authorities to: 

- carry out a verifiable programme of waste enforcement activity and associated work plan 
by each local authority; 

- deal with national waste enforcement priorities; and 

- send a strong signal to unauthorised waste operators or dumpers that a robust waste en-
forcement presence will continue to be maintained.

Below are details of the current waste enforcement grant allocation to each Local Authority 
under this scheme: 

Local Authority Allocation €
Local Authority Enforcement Measures Scheme
Carlow County Council 165,000
Cavan County Council 278,000
Clare County Council 403,000
Cork City Council 180,700
Cork County Council 455,000
Dublin City Council 982,000
Donegal County Council 202,000
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 480,000
Fingal County Council 220,000
Galway County Council 72,000
Galway City Council 50,000
Kerry County Council 68,000
Kildare County Council 121,000
Kilkenny County Council 153,000
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Local Authority Allocation €
Laois County Council 164,000
Leitrim County Council 74,000
Limerick City & County Council 377,000
Longford County Council 200,000
Louth County Council 130,000
Mayo County Council 156,000
Meath County Council 259,000
Monaghan County Council 219,000
Offaly County Council 295,000
Roscommon County Council 136,373
Sligo County Council 176,000
South Dublin County Council 130,000
Tipperary County Council 211,000
Waterford County Council 303,000
Westmeath County Council 175,000
Wexford County Council 236,885
Wicklow County Council 360,000
Total Enforcement Grant: 7,431,958

28/02/2019WRK03100Litter Pollution

28/02/2019WRK03200201. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the available grants to develop interactive software that will provide open 
data on litter. [10173/19]

28/02/2019WRK03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department is responsible for ensuring that the policy, statutory and regulatory 
framework is in place to tackle the challenge of litter nationally. The operation and enforce-
ment of the framework is principally a matter for each Local Authority.   The National Litter 
Pollution Monitoring Survey (NLPMS) is undertaken nationwide annually by Local Authori-
ties. It provides a detailed overview of the litter pollution situation nationally, based on surveys 
undertaken by individual Local Authorities which are then, with the financial support of my 
Department, collated into a national report. The most recent results, for 2017, are available to 
the public on www.litter.ie . 

The data obtained from the NLPMS helps Local Authorities to provide more effective lit-
ter management planning for their areas, to assess the effectiveness of their litter management 
strategies, and to ensure the optimum allocation of resources to tackle litter. It provides vital 
information to the Department on the national picture regarding litter pollution. The results 
demonstrate that the percentage of areas surveyed deemed to display a high level of cleanliness 
increased from 48% in 2002 to over 79% in 2017 (latest available data). 

The methodology used by Local Authorities to gather litter data, including within the con-
text of the NLPMS, is largely a matter for Local Authorities themselves. However, I am aware 
that a number of Local Authorities already use technology to gather litter data and, based on 
their experience, that it does offer the potential to reduce the administrative and time burden 
in carrying out this important task. I welcome the use of emerging technologies in this context 
where such benefits arise, and my Department is currently considering the scope for the wider 
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use by Local Authorities of such technology for litter data collection, in consultation with a 
number of Local Authorities.

28/02/2019WRK03400Parking Provision

28/02/2019WRK03500202. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter in relation to coach parking in Dublin city centre (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [10022/19]

28/02/2019WRK03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As stated in my reply 
to the Deputy’s Question of yesterday, 27th February, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure 
in the Greater Dublin Area, including the Coach Park referred to by the Deputy.  

As indicated yesterday the Deputy’s question has been referred to the NTA for direct reply.

Dáil Question 200 27th February 2019:

To ask the Minister for Transport; Tourism and Sport if the National Transport Authority has 
a designated preferential daily rate in the Dublin city coach park to facilitate all day parking for 
operators of multiple services vehicles providing scheduled licensed public service into Dublin 
in view of fact that Dublin City Council are proposing a charge of €9 in all coach parking loca-
tions throughout Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter

Reply:

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area, including the Coach Park referred to by the Deputy.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

28/02/2019WRK03700Light Rail Projects Provision

28/02/2019WRK03800203. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he 
is taking to ensure that the MetroLink project is completed in the most efficient and effective 
manner and is not terminated at Charlemont but developed as a comprehensive northside and 
southside public transport initiative. [10023/19]

28/02/2019WRK03900209. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
plans for the southern section of the proposed MetroLink project will be clarified; if an upgrade 
to metro standard of the Charlemont to Sandyford section of the existing Luas green line would 
necessitate the replacement or removal of sections of the existing tracks for an extended period; 
his views on whether the Luas green line is already close to capacity and that by increasing the 
frequency of trams on this route as it now exists this would result in unacceptable disruption 
to city centre traffic; if the cancellation of the Charlemont to Sandyford section of MetroLink 
will jeopardise further expansion of the Luas network to Bray and Finglas; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [10152/19]
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28/02/2019WRK04000210. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ex-
pected cost of the metro north and south project; the amount spent to date; when the project will 
be fully completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10177/19]

28/02/2019WRK04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 203, 209 and 210 together.

As the Deputies are aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) and Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII) are developing revised proposals for public consultation in relation to a 
“Preferred Route” of the proposed MetroLink. 

This “Preferred Route” follows on from last year’s public consultation on what was known 
as a “Emerging Preferred Route”, a public consultation which gave rise to much public com-
mentary, particularly regarding a number of different local areas across the city.

In developing their revised proposals the NTA and TII are seeking to develop a new cross-
city public transport corridor via the airport and out to Swords and, in doing so, increase capac-
ity on the Luas Green Line. In trying to achieve that ambition they are also listening to the views 
of the public, including those living along the Green Line, as regards what level of disruption is 
acceptable to deliver the increased capacity the Line needs. 

It is a matter for the NTA and TII to bring their revised proposals forward for public con-
sultation and I look forward to hearing the public’s views on the “Preferred Route” when it is 
published in the coming weeks.  

The Deputies are right to note the importance of timely and cost effective delivery of proj-
ects such as this, and those issues are obviously important matters for consideration as the proj-
ect moves onto this next phase of consultation. 

The Deputies will appreciate that development of a business case for the project is contin-
gent upon the selection of a “Preferred Route”. Under the Public Spending Code, a business 
case will be submitted to my Department in due course for consideration in line with the re-
quirements of the Code.  I am informed by the NTA that expenditure to date on the project totals 
€9 million.

28/02/2019WRK04200Driver Test

28/02/2019WRK04300204. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the RSA 
will consider issuing two methods to notify applicants of driver test dates or use reminders in 
order to minimise no shows or communication breakdowns such as in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10054/19]

28/02/2019WRK04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

28/02/2019WRK04500Brexit Issues

28/02/2019WRK04600205. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there 
will be implications for motorists (details supplied) post-Brexit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [10096/19]
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28/02/2019WRK04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Currently all Irish 
motor vehicles travelling within the EU are covered by the terms of the EU’s Motor Insurance 
Directive.  This allows motor vehicles to travel freely between the Republic of Ireland, North-
ern Ireland and Great Britain as well as within other EU countries.  

If the UK leaves the EU with a transition period, there should be no immediate change in the 
position regarding travel.  If the transition period is followed by a lasting arrangement which 
allows for travel under the current terms, there will be no further changes.  Should a no deal 
Brexit occur, the UK (including Northern Ireland) will no longer be party to the Motor Insur-
ance Directive. This means that a Green Card will be required to demonstrate to the authorities 
in Northern Ireland and Great Britain that valid motor insurance cover is in place for those 
vehicles, and vehicles from the UK coming to the State will likewise require a Green Card as 
proof of insurance.  However, even in the case of a no deal scenario, the EU Commission would 
be able under the Motor Insurance Directive to declare that vehicles entering the EU from the 
UK would not require a Green Card.  It would be a matter for the UK authorities to determine 
whether they required a Green Card for Irish vehicles.  My Department continues to liaise with 
the European Commission on this issue.

As part of necessary contingency preparations, the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland 
(MIBI) has advised that, in the event of a no-deal Brexit, Green Cards will be begin to be issued 
to affected policyholders in March 2019 and policy holders are advised to contact their insurers 
a month in advance of their expected travel date.  This is an example of prudent advance plan-
ning by the MIBI and the wider insurance sector. 

The Green Card is used as proof of insurance.  The Department understands that the vast 
majority of Irish motor insurance policies already include cover for travel in the UK. In such 
cases drivers will continue to be insured to drive in the UK even in a no-deal Brexit. However, 
they will need to carry the Green Card as proof of insurance if no other agreement is reached 
with the European Commission in the meantime.  

Not all policies may include such cover in the event of a no-deal Brexit. In that eventuality, 
drivers who may be travelling to or through Northern Ireland or Great Britain should check 
their motor insurance policies and, if in doubt, check with their insurers that such travel would 
be covered.

28/02/2019WRK04800National Driver Licensing Service

28/02/2019WRK04900206. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
review an article (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10097/19]

28/02/2019WRK05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information con-
tained in the article is correct.  Further information is available on the National Driver Licence 
Service (NDLS) website at www.ndls.ie/faq.html.

28/02/2019WRK05100Driver Licences

28/02/2019WRK05200207. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Brexit 
will have an impact on the way in which a document (details supplied) is viewed in Northern 
Ireland in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10098/19]

28/02/2019WRK05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
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the relevant authorities in the Northern Ireland jurisdiction. 

I am advised that information is available on the UK government website at www.gov.uk/
guidance/prepare-to-drive-in-the-eu-after-brexit.

28/02/2019WRK05400Road Projects Status

28/02/2019WRK05500208. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the planned upgrade works to the N17 route between Knock, County Mayo and Col-
looney, County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10110/19]

28/02/2019WRK05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Questions Nos. 209  and 210 answered with Question No. 203.

28/02/2019WRL00300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Funding

28/02/2019WRL00400211. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if funding 
is provided for organisations offering child and adolescent psychotherapy services in respect of 
gender and domestic violence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10052/19]

28/02/2019WRL00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility to support and promote the development, wel-
fare and protection of children. In 2018, Tusla provided some €6m in funding to a range of 
organisations that provide child and adolescent counselling and psychotherapy services.

Children and young people who have been exposed to domestic violence may access spe-
cialist services either while residing in emergency domestic violence accommodation units or 
through community based domestic violence services. Those who have been assessed as need-
ing psychotherapeutic intervention, may avail of Tusla funding on a case-by-case basis.

Tusla currently funds two specialist intervention programmes which are targeted at chil-
dren and non-abusive parents who have been exposed to domestic violence; Domestic Abuse 
Recovering Together (DART) and TLC Kidz.  These programmes are not classified as psycho-
therapeutic programmes. 

In 2018, Tusla also provided funding for the delivery of ten courses, based on the DART 
or TLC Kidz models, throughout the country. Funding was also provided to plan for the future 
expansion of the aforementioned programmes for delivery in other locations throughout the 
country.

Tusla is commissioning a review of the current provision of therapeutic services for young 
people by Tusla - funded sexual violence organisations, or rape crisis centres. The review is due 
to be completed this year and will inform Tusla’s future commissioning of therapeutic services 
for older children who are victims of sexual violence. 
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Tusla will continue to work closely with service providers to support children and young 
people at risk and the effective functioning of families.

28/02/2019WRL00600Child Detention Centres

28/02/2019WRL00700212. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
staff at Oberstown Children detention campus that resigned from their post in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by care and administration staff. [10064/19]

28/02/2019WRL00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have been 
advised by Oberstown Children Detention Campus that the numbers of Residential Social Care 
Workers and administrative staff who have resigned from their posts from 2016 to date in 2019 
are as follows:

Staff Category 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Residential Social Care workers 7 6 8 1 22
Administration staff 1 3 4

7 7 11 1 26

28/02/2019WRL00900Occupational Injuries Benefit Eligibility

28/02/2019WRL01000213. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an injury payment for a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [10017/19]

28/02/2019WRL01100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned was in receipt of Occupational Injury Ben-
efit  ( OIB ) from 22 May 2018 to 19 November 2018. This is the maximum entitlement ( 6 
months ) under this scheme. The person concerned then transferred to Illness Benefit from 20 
November 2018 and is currently medically certified and paid up to 25 February 2019. Further 
medical certification should be submitted as soon as possible in order for further payments of 
Illness Benefit to issue.

As the Deputy has indicated that the person concerned is awaiting a decision on his OIB 
claim the Department will re-issue the original decision to the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRL01200Registration of Births

28/02/2019WRL01300214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the procedure to be followed to register an Irish born child in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10189/19]

28/02/2019WRL01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am informed that the registration of the birth in question was completed on 28 November 2018, 
and I understand that the parent now wishes to obtain a birth certificate for the child.

A birth certificate can be obtained in a number of ways.  The person in question can submit 
an application for a birth certificate to a local Civil Registration Office by post, or by visiting the 
office in person.  Alternatively, a full standard birth certificate can be ordered online by visiting 
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www.certificates.ie.

A full list of Civil Registration Offices in Ireland is available on www.hse.ie.  The fee for a 
standard birth certificate is €20.00.

28/02/2019WRL01500Civil Registration Legislation

28/02/2019WRL01600215. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when staff training will be completed to register the death of an Irish citizen that died abroad 
under the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [10036/19]

28/02/2019WRL01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Commencement of section 13 of the Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014, which provides 
for the establishment of a record of deaths abroad, is dependent on provision of training to Civil 
Registration Service staff in the HSE.

I understand that management in the HSE are engaging to address any issues concerning the 
operation of the Civil Registration Service.  When these issues have been resolved it is expected 
that registrars will become available for training as a matter of priority.

Officials from my Department, and the Department of Health are in contact at senior level 
to progress this matter and to offer any assistance necessary to bring about early delivery of 
training. 

The General Register Office is in a position to provide this training as soon as the HSE noti-
fies it of the available dates and venues.

28/02/2019WRL01800Working Family Payment Eligibility

28/02/2019WRL01900216. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will be made in relation to a review of a working family payment in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10049/19]

28/02/2019WRL02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is a weekly tax free payment which provides additional in-
come support to employees on low earnings with children.

In order to qualify for Working Family Payment the customer must be working a minimum 
of 19 hours per week or 38 hours per fortnight.

The WFP of the person concerned was due for renewal from 31 January 2019.  The evi-
dence submitted in support of the application indicated that in the 4 weeks prior to that date, the 
person concerned did not satisfy the above condition and therefore had no entitlement to WFP.  

However, further evidence has been submitted which shows they satisfy the condition from 
7 February 2019 and their WFP has been awarded from this date.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRL02100Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times
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28/02/2019WRL02200217. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the average wait time for new applications, reviews and appeals, respectively for all social 
welfare payments in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10121/19]

28/02/2019WRL02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
average time to award new claims, broken down by social welfare scheme, is detailed in Table 
1.

The average appeal processing times for all appeals determined in 2018, broken down by 
social welfare scheme, is detailed in Table 2.  

I note that the Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for deter-
mining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.  

All claim decisions taken by the Department’s Deciding Officers and Designated Persons 
are appealable to the Chief Appeals Officer.  In any year approximately 85% of all claims are 
awarded by the Department and 1% are appealed.  

The time taken to process an appeal reflects a number of factors including that the appeals 
process is a quasi-judicial process with appeals officers being required to decide all appeals on 
a ‘de-novo’ basis.  In addition, appeals decisions are themselves subject to review by the High 
Court and decisions have to be formally written up to quasi-judicial standards.  

Significant efforts and resources have been devoted to reforming the appeal process in re-
cent years.  Appeal processing times in respect of all schemes improved between 2011 and 2017 
from 52.5 weeks for an oral hearing in 2011 to 26.4 weeks in 2017 and from 25.1 weeks for a 
summary decision in 2011 to 19.8 weeks in 2017. The corresponding processing times for the 
2018 are 30 weeks for an oral hearing and 24.8 weeks for a summary decision.

The Chief Appeals Officer has advised me that appeal processing times continue to be a 
priority for her Office. Further steps are being taken to address these processing times by de-
ploying additional resources to the Appeals Office.

However, the complexity of the appeals process means takes some time for new staff to be 
trained up and develop expertise.  

Where a claimant has been refused a social welfare payment, regardless of the scheme in-
volved, and is appealing that decision, if their means are insufficient to meet their needs it is 
open to them to apply for supplementary welfare allowance in the interim.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular statement attached/…….   

Table 1: Social Welfare claims by average waiting times 31 January 2019 

Scheme Average Waiting time(weeks)
Jobseeker’s Benefit 1
Jobseeker’s Allowance 1
One-Parent Family Payment 5
State Pension Contributory 9
Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil   Partner’s Con-
tributory Pension 

2
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Scheme Average Waiting time(weeks)
State Pension Non-Contributory 11
Household Benefits 1
Free Travel 2
Domiciliary Care Allowance 11
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 1
Child Benefit (Domestic & FRA) 3
Maternity Benefit 6
Paternity Benefit 6
Working Family Payment 7
Carer’s Allowance 16
Carer’s Benefit 12
Disability Allowance 14
Invalidity Pension 7

 Table 2: Appeal Processing Times by Scheme 1 January 2018 – 31 December 2018

 - Average processing times 
(weeks)Summary Decisions

Average processing times 
(weeks)Oral Hearings

 Blind Person’s Pension  33.7  27.7
 Carer’s Allowance  24.3 28.4 
 Carer’s Benefit  22.2 25.6 
Child Benefit  36.1 42.7 
Disability Allowance 17.1  23.8
 Illness Benefit  30.7 36.5 
 Partial Capacity Benefit  32.6 32.8 
 Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance

 31.6 36.2 

 Deserted Wife’s Allowance  70.6 - 
 Deserted Wife’s Benefit  28.7  69.1
 Farm Assist  44.0 47.8 
 Bereavement Grant  36.1  -
 Death Benefit (Pension)  31.5  -
 Working Family Payment  29.4  40.1
 Invalidity Pension  24.7  30.2
 Liable Relatives  44.0  30.7
 Maternity Benefit  30.4  30.7
 Paternity Benefit  32.7  23.0
 One Parent Family Payment  31.7  37.0
 State Pension (Contribu-
tory)

 39.9  50.2

 State Pension (Non-Con-
tributory)

 32.2  43.0

 Occupational Injury Benefit  36.0  50.7
 Disablement Pension  34.3 34.6 
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 - Average processing times 
(weeks)Summary Decisions

Average processing times 
(weeks)Oral Hearings

 OIB-Medical Care  17.5  -
 Incapacity Supplement  38.7 29.7 
 Guardian’s Payment (Con-
tributory)

 29.8  28.9

 Guardian’s Payment (Non-
Con)

 25.5  29.6

 Jobseeker’s Allowance 
(Means)

 31.9  36.8

 Jobseeker’s Allowance 
(Payments)

 25.2  31.4

 BTW Family Dividend  30.8  -
 Jobseeker’s Transitional  30.1  28.5
 Recoverable Benefits & As-
sistance

 34.9  -

 Pre-Retirement Allowance  64.0  29.9
 Jobseeker’s Benefit  25.1  28.5
 Insurability of Employment  53.0  63.9
 Supplementary Welfare Al-
lowance

 20.7  29.1

 Widow/Widower’s Pension 
(Contributory)

 35.0  32.8

 Widow/Widower’s Pension 
(Non-Contributory)

 28.4  25.7

 Widowed Parent Grant  45.1  43.7
All Appeals  24.8  30.0

28/02/2019WRL02400Carer’s Benefit Applications

28/02/2019WRL02500218. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a decision will be made on a carer’s benefit application by a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [10149/19]

28/02/2019WRL02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to a person who is providing full-time 
care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require 
that level of care.

Before a decision can be made on entitlement to CARB, evidence must be provided in re-
spect of the care recipient’s care requirement, the level of care the carer provides, the carer’s 
hours of employment and their PRSI record.  

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 19 September 2018. 

Additional information in relation to the person’s application was requested by a deciding 
officer on 11 December 2018. 

Further information was received from the person concerned on 15 February 2019 and a 
decision willissue on this application in the coming days.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRL02700Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

28/02/2019WRL02800219. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for a back to education allowance; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10187/19]

28/02/2019WRL02900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): No recent application for Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) 
has been received from this gentleman. 

On 25 February 2019 an application for BTEA issued to the person concerned for comple-
tion along with detailed information regarding his options for commencing a further education 
course.

On receipt of the completed application form along with confirmation of attendance at a 
course, a decision will be made on his entitlement to BTEA.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRL03000Rent Supplement Scheme Payments

28/02/2019WRL03100220. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the correct rent support payable in the case of persons (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10195/19]

28/02/2019WRL03200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is receiving the correct rate of Rent Supplement Support based on their cir-
cumstances. 

A Rent Supplement Review took place on 5th November 2018.  The person’s Rent Supple-
ment was calculated based on their Jobseekers Allowance and their part-time earnings at the 
time. 

Their next Rent Supplement Review is due on 11th March 2019. Should there be any change 
in their circumstances prior to this date, they should contact my Department.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRL03300Social Welfare Overpayments

28/02/2019WRL03400221. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a review and, if necessary, an appeal against the decision to attribute an overpay-
ment of carer’s allowance will be arranged in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [10199/19]

28/02/2019WRL03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
During the course of a review of their entitlement to carer’s allowance (CA), it was determined 
that the person concerned had not notified the Department of changes in their financial circum-
stances.  When Department officials requested documentation pertaining to these changes, the 
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person concerned failed to supply them.

On 13 November 2018, the person concerned was notified that their entitlement to CA from 
22 May 2014 to date was under review and that should a Deciding Officer decide that she was 
not entitled to CA during that period or that she was entitled to lower rates than was paid, she 
would be liable to refund any monies paid to which she was not entitled. She was offered the 
opportunity to furnish any statement or evidence she wanted to supply in the matter.

On 7 February 2019, a Deciding Officer reviewed all the evidence and decided that the per-
son concerned was no longer entitled to CA as she had failed to show that her means were not 
less than the statutory limit and had failed to supply documentation that was requested from her.  
In addition it was decided that she was not entitled to CA from 1 December 2016 to 13 February 
2019 for the same reasons.

As a result, it was further decided that she had been overpaid an amount of money which she 
is liable to refund to the Department. My Department will engage with the customer regarding 
an appropriate debt recovery plan.

The person concerned was notified on 7 February 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal. To date, no request for a further review or appeal has been 
received from the person concerned.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

28/02/2019WRL03600Fire Service Staff

28/02/2019WRL03700222. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will address a matter regarding firefighters and retired firefighters (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10028/19]

28/02/2019WRL03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
full time firefighter is statutorily required to retire at age 55 under the Public Service Superan-
nuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004. This retirement age is set at 55 due to the physi-
cally demanding nature of the fire-fighter role. The retirement age for retained fire fighters is 55 
with an extended period to age 58, subject to a formal application process including a compul-
sory medical assessment. 

The enactment of the Health, Safety and Welfare at Work Act 1989, underpinned by sub-
sequent legislation, outlined in statute the duty of each fire authority, as an employer, to avoid 
placing employees at unnecessary risk. The retirement age was considered in this context given 
the physically demanding nature of the role.     

A collective agreement was reached between the Local Government Management Services 
Board and the trade unions involved (SIPTU and ATGWU) in November 2002.  This collective 
agreement provided, inter alia, for the appointment of an expert group which would advise on 
the retirement age for retained firefighters. The Report recommended that the retirement age for 
retained firefighters remain at 55, with provision for an annual extension, subject to medical as-
sessment, up to 58 years of age. Following on from the Report a circular was issued by my De-
partment in November 2003 setting out the age requirements in relation to retained firefighters.

In general, any major changes to the terms and conditions of fire-fighters, proposed by ei-
ther management or unions are discussed and negotiated, as appropriate, under the established 
industrial relations processes. In this regard, I understand that the retirement age for firefighters 
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was discussed recently as part of preliminary discussions on a range of issues at the Workplace 
Relations Commission, between the Local Government Management Agency (representing the 
employers) and SIPTU.

28/02/2019WRL03900Local Authority Housing Eligibility

28/02/2019WRL04000223. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a family in receipt of RAS post-2011 can have their names added to the social housing 
local authority waiting list (details supplied). [10041/19]

28/02/2019WRL04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 gives legislative recognition to rental ac-
commodation availability agreements which underpin the Rental Accommodation Scheme 
(RAS), as a form of social housing support. Consequently, since 1 April 2011, RAS  tenants are 
now considered to be in receipt of social housing support and should not generally remain on 
housing waiting lists for new applicants for social housing. 

Recognising that tenants housed through RAS prior to this change might have had reason-
able expectations in regard to retaining access to traditional local authority rented accommoda-
tion, guidance issued from the Housing Agency in 2011 recommended that there should be a 
special transfer pathway for pre-2011 RAS tenants to other forms of social housing support. 
The arrangement effectively allowed these households to be designated as a ‘transfer’ applicant 
and to maintain their position for allocation as they had on the main waiting list.

All tenants allocated RAS accommodation post 1st April 2011 (and thus under the provi-
sions of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009) were informed at the time of offer 
and allocation, that because RAS is now a social housing support, their housing need is met and 
that they will no longer remain on the main social housing waiting list.

However, it is recommended that allocation schemes also provide a ‘transfer pathway’ for 
new RAS tenants ,whereby households in RAS have access to the transfer list in the same way 
as tenants in local authority accommodation. 

Where a vacant property arises, it is a matter for individual housing authorities, in accor-
dance with their allocation schemes, to determine whether the allocation is made to a household 
on the main waiting list, or to a transfer applicant, such as a household from RAS, and the meth-
od of such allocation. It is open to housing authorities to specify in their allocation schemes the 
proportion of allocations which will be reserved for transfers, and within this, how many may 
be reserved for households seeking transfers to other forms of social housing support.

28/02/2019WRL04200Local Authority Housing Eligibility

28/02/2019WRL04300224. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the review of the income thresholds for social housing eligibility; and the 
timeline for the completion of the review and the possible introduction of new thresholds. 
[10045/19]

28/02/2019WRL04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits for 
each local authority, in different bands according to the area concerned, with income being de-
fined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy.
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The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for so-
cial housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The Housing Agency is continu-
ing to carry out the detailed statistical work, which will underpin this review, on behalf of my 
Department. 

The review will also have regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of af-
fordability and cost rental and will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives 
have been considered.

28/02/2019WRL04500Public Sector Staff Remuneration

28/02/2019WRL04600225. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if a grade 3 clerical officer in the Royal Irish Academy of Music that is at the top of the pay scale 
for their grade transfers from this organisation to a grade 4 assistant staff officer position in a 
local authority, if they will be placed on the bottom point of the assistant staff officer pay scale; 
and if so, the reason therefor (details supplied). [10053/19]

28/02/2019WRL04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
relation to staff transfers between public service bodies, Circular 05/2016 provides that where 
the appointee has been serving elsewhere in the public service in an analogous grade and pay-
scale, and will be moving without break to another part of the public service at an analogous 
grade, the appointment may be made at the appointee’s current point on the scale. In terms of 
transfers to local authorities from elsewhere in the public service, under section 159 of the Lo-
cal Government Act 2001, it is the Chief Executive of the Council who is responsible for staff-
ing matters and the details of any such transfer. I understand that the grades in question are not 
analogous grades and therefore the provisions of the circular do not apply.

28/02/2019WRL04800Local Authority Staff Redeployment

28/02/2019WRL04900226. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the number of staff that will transfer from Cork County 
Council to Cork City Council after the extension of the boundary in June 2019. [10084/19]

28/02/2019WRL05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Cork boundary alteration is the most significant change of its kind undertaken in the State. 
It represents a major reorganisation of local government in Cork with a population of over 
85,000 people in the relevant area transferring from Cork County Council to Cork City Council. 

The Local Government Act 2019 came into effect on 31 January 2019 and provides primar-
ily for the alteration of the administrative boundary between Cork County Council and Cork 
City Council, which is planned to take place when the new Councils take office after the local 
elections in May.  The Act provides for the establishment of a statutory Cork Boundary Altera-
tion Implementation Oversight Committee to ensure that the challenges of implementation are 
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addressed effectively and to oversee arrangements for the alteration of the boundary in accor-
dance with an Implementation Plan.

Generally, under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001 the Chief Executive of the 
Council is responsible for staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out 
the functions of the local authority. In the context of the Boundary alteration responsibility for 
the detailed planning and implementation of the reorganisation process rests primarily with the 
two local authorities, subject to guidance and oversight by the Oversight Committee and com-
pliance with the Implementation Plan. 

While this is undoubtedly a major change management project, I understand that good prog-
ress is being made towards the transfer day of 31 May 2019 and that work on the staff transfer 
plan is also progressing well.  I expect to receive the statutory Implementation Plan from the 
Oversight Committee shortly.

28/02/2019WRL05100Housing Data

28/02/2019WRL05200227. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the social housing provision targets by local authority for 2019, by the target number of 
direct local authority builds, approved housing body new build, Part V new build, departmen-
tally funded void return, local authority acquisition and approved housing body acquisition; the 
leasing targets by RAS and HAP in tabular form; the funding allocated to each delivery stream 
by local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10109/19]

28/02/2019WRL05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
One of the main outcomes of the Housing Summit  with local authority Chief Executives held 
in early 2018 was a commitment to drive greater transparency and accountability at local level 
for the delivery of social housing, including the publication of detailed targets for each local 
authority at a high level for the remaining 4 years of Rebuilding Ireland, and then broken down 
into the primary delivery mechanisms of build, acquisition, leasing, HAP and RAS.

Delivery against these targets on a local authority basis for 2018 has recently been published 
on my Department’s website and can be accessed at:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

Targets for 2019 are currently being finalised and will be published shortly. Delivery against 
these targets will be tracked on a quarterly basis. Overall it is expected that some 27,360 ad-
ditional housing supports will be delivered in 2019, through build, acquisition, leasing, HAP 
and RAS schemes.

Funding allocations are not notified to individual local authorities for the delivery of hous-
ing in a particular year.  My Department provides the relevant funding to local authorities as 
their social housing delivery programmes and individual projects are advanced.

28/02/2019WRL05400Mortgage Protection Policies

28/02/2019WRL05500228. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if the decision to restrict mortgage protection insurance to certain insurance companies 
is a matter for local authorities; if the decision is made by his Department; the consumer protec-
tion laws both domestic and European that govern mortgage protection insurance; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [10162/19]

28/02/2019WRL05600229. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of persons that have taken out mortgage protection insurance as part of the 
Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme; the number of companies that have been used for this 
insurance; the average cost per month for mortgage holders; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [10163/19]

28/02/2019WRL05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 228 and 229 together.

It is a requirement that mortgage protection insurance (MPI) is taken out in respect of all 
local authority housing loans. The scheme applies to all house purchase loans approved by local 
authorities. One of the conditions of the scheme, which is a group policy, is that it is obligatory 
for all borrowers, who meet the eligibility criteria to join the scheme, except where their appli-
cation has been rejected by the current insurance provider. Where a prospective borrower fails 
to qualify under the local authority MPI scheme, they must source comparable and alternative 
adequate cover elsewhere and provide evidence of this cover to the local authority. Therefore, 
for each Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan that has been drawdown to date, mortgage protection 
has also been taken out.

While there is provision under the Consumer Credit Act 1995, that where a lender offers a 
particular mortgage protection policy, in accordance with the requirements of that Act, the bor-
rower can source an alternative policy to suit their needs, that provision does not apply to local 
authorities.  

The local authority mortgage protection insurance scheme is overseen by the Mortgage Pro-
tection Committee which is a sub-committee of the County and City Management Association 
and consists of representatives from the CCMA, local authorities, the Housing Finance Agency 
and my Department.  The policy is subject to periodic review and competitive tendering to en-
sure value for money for the policy holders over the entire life of the mortgage.

As the previous MPI contract (2012-2016) was ending on 31 December 2016, it was neces-
sary to undertake a public procurement competition for the provision and administration of a 
new scheme from 1 January 2017 for a period of 3 years.   As a result of the competitive process 
undertaken, there was no change in the insurance provider for the Scheme.

According to the most recent RIHL figures from the Housing Agency, as of the end of Janu-
ary, the average loan amount for all applications recommended for approval to date is €188,924.  
The current rate for the MPI scheme since the 01 January 2017 is 0.555%, therefore the esti-
mated average monthly repayment for MPI is €87.38.

28/02/2019WRL05750Commemorative Events

28/02/2019WRL05800230. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding funding; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [10100/19]

28/02/2019WRL05900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Minister with responsibility for leading the Decade of Centenaries commemorative programme, 
my priority is to ensure that the Government’s approach to the remembrance of the significant 
historical events and related themes of the period from 1919 to 1923 is appropriate, measured, 
respectful, inclusive and sensitive to the different perspectives that persist on the events of this 
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period. 

The role of women will be a significant theme of the commemorative programme.  As you 
will be aware, 2018 marked the centenary of a new era for women with the passage of the Rep-
resentation of the People Act and the Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act  .  On the cen-
tenary of passage of the former last February, I launched a State programme to commemorate 
these significant legislative changes.  The changes came from years of agitation by the suffrage 
movement and from the significant social change across Britain and Ireland that arose during 
World War One.  My Department supported a number of initiatives during the year under the 
commemorative programme.

On 21 November last, I announced the Markievicz bursaries initiative to assist artists to pro-
duce new work that reflects on the role of women in the period covered by the centenary com-
memorations and beyond.  Awards will be made to up to five artists/writers under the scheme 
each year (2019-2023) to a value of €20,000 per individual or group.  The Arts Council is 
administering the bursaries on behalf of my Department and will begin accepting on-line ap-
plications from artists shortly under the initiative. 

In bringing forward plans to mark the significant historical events that took place between 
1919 - 1923, my approach will continue to be informed and supported by the Expert Advisory 
Group on Centenary Commemorations and developed in consultation with the All-Party Con-
sultation Group on Commemorations.

It is, I believe, very fitting that local authorities have a leading role in supporting inclusive, 
respectful and meaningful community-led commemorations, augmented as appropriate with 
support from the State, which will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

In recognition of the very important role that local authorities have played to date, and will 
continue to have, in encouraging measured and authentic citizen engagement which is sensitive 
to the local context, I have requested my officials to organise a special Decade of Centenaries 
forum for the local authorities, to take place on 13th March.

While the overall commemorative programme for the period, comprised of the measures set 
out above, will be subject to further development, there is at present no funding available from 
my Department for the purpose in question.


