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  Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

27/02/2019WRA00500Middle East Issues

27/02/2019WRA0060010. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the refusal by the Israeli Government to extend the mandate of the Temporary Inter-
national Presence in Hebron (TIPH); if his attention has been drawn to the work of TIPH in 
monitoring the breeches of a protocol (details supplied); if his attention has been further drawn 
to the fact that the work of the TIPH is enshrined in the Oslo II accords in 1995; and if the deci-
sion by the Israeli Government to refuse to extend the mandate of the TIPH will be condemned. 
[9634/19]

27/02/2019WRA0070016. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
steps he will take to have the Temporary International Presence in Hebron reinstated as a matter 
of urgency (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8900/19]

27/02/2019WRA0080022. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will report on the recent expulsion of the Temporary International Presence in 
Hebron from the region and the withdrawal of observers from the Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Programme in Palestine and Israel; his plans to ensure that TIPH is reinstated; if he will report 
on his efforts to organise a meeting of representatives of Israel and Palestine here to advance a 
peace process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8813/19]

27/02/2019WRA0090023. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a commitment will be made for the return of the Temporary International Presence in 
Hebron, West Bank in view of the deteriorating situation in the region and stated support for the 
Oslo Accords; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9689/19]

27/02/2019WRA01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 10, 16, 22 and 23 together.

I was deeply disappointed by Israel’s announcement that the mandate for the Temporary 
International Presence in Hebron (TIPH) would not be renewed.  The TIPH, a civilian observer 
mission which was established in 1997 as part of United Nations Security Council Resolution 
904 and the Oslo II accords, has played an important role in mitigating tension and conflict in 
Hebron. 

Observers have been sent from five contributing countries: Norway, Italy, Sweden, Switzer-
land and Turkey. The area of responsibility of the mission covers both the H1 and H2 areas of 
Hebron, the Palestinian and the Israeli-controlled areas. 
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This conflict prevention mechanism has continued to meet a vital need, and has promoted 
a feeling of security to the Palestinians of Hebron.  No adequate reason has been given for the 
decision to end its mandate, which would seem to be a unilateral breach by Israel of the Oslo 
Accords. 

The withdrawal of the international presence is likely to accentuate tensions on the ground 
in an already fragile situation in Hebron. Ireland regrets this decision and I call on Israel to 
reverse it. Ireland stands with the EU in stressing that Israel must fulfil its obligations under 
international law, as an occupying power, to protect the Palestinian people in the occupied Pal-
estinian territory. This decision will instead reduce those protections, leaving Palestinians more 
vulnerable to persistent attacks by settlers.

Subsequent to this announcement, the observers from a separate, non-governmental, pro-
tection mission that had been active in Hebron, the ecumenical accompaniment programme in 
Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) has reportedly decided to halt its work in the H2 area of Hebron. 
This decision has been made following a number of serious incidents of harassment by Israeli 
settlers against its volunteers. EAPPI has been in existence since 2002, and has provided a 
feeling of protection, by means of their presence in vulnerable communities in the West Bank, 
particularly for communities at risk of forcible transfer, farmers at heightened risk of settler 
violence and to students and teachers in areas of the West Bank where safe access to school is 
not guaranteed. 

The withdrawal of the TIPH has now led the EAPPI to conclude that it too must withdraw 
its volunteers from the H2 area of Hebron. Many Irish volunteers have participated in the EAP-
PI programme over the years, and my Department has met with them from time to time, and 
values their work. 

Both the TIPH and the EAPPI in Hebron have been engaged in protecting children going 
to school from attacks by settlers, something which will have immediate resonance with Irish 
people. These children too are now under increased risk.

Ireland will continue to take a firm stance on matters relating to the Palestinian people and 
the Middle East Peace Process. At Israel’s Universal Periodic Review at the UN Human Rights 
Council last year, Ireland raised the continued expansion of settlements, the establishment of 
which violates the rights of the occupied population, through seizure of their land, discrimina-
tory treatment, house demolitions, revocation of residency, and differentiated application of 
planning laws. Ireland urged that Israel abide by its international legal obligations, including 
under the Fourth Geneva Convention, on the treatment of a civilian population under military 
occupation. 

I reiterated our concerns about these policies in my speech to the UN General Assembly 
in September 2018. The Israeli authorities are well aware of our views, and we will certainly 
convey our specific concerns about the case of Hebron.

27/02/2019WRA01100Northern Ireland

27/02/2019WRA0120011. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he is assessing the impact of Irish unity and planning accordingly; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7341/19]

27/02/2019WRA01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
principle of consent and the possibility of change in the constitutional status of Northern Ireland 
are fundamental elements of the Good Friday Agreement, endorsed by the people of this island 
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North and South. 

The full implementation of the Good Friday Agreement and subsequent agreements is a pri-
ority for my Department and indeed the Government as a whole. The approach of the Govern-
ment in relation to Irish unity is of course guided by Article 3 of the Constitution, as amended 
by the people in 1998. 

The Agreement states clearly that “it is for the people of the island of Ireland alone, by 
agreement between the two parts respectively and without external impediment, to exercise 
their right to self-determination on the basis of consent, freely and concurrently given, North 
and South, to bring about a united Ireland, if that is their wish, accepting that this right must 
be achieved and exercised with and subject to the agreement and consent of a majority of the 
people of Northern Ireland”.

Furthermore, under the Agreement, the two Governments “recognise the legitimacy of 
whatever choice is freely exercised by a majority of the people of Northern Ireland with regard 
to its status, whether they prefer to continue to support the Union with Britain or a sovereign 
united Ireland”. And should such a choice be made in the future, it will be a binding obligation 
on both Governments to introduce and support in their respective Parliaments legislation to 
give effect to that wish.

The holding of a referendum in this jurisdiction is connected with the calling of a border 
poll, under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement, in Northern Ireland. Under the Good Fri-
day Agreement, the Secretary of State shall exercise this power “if at any time it appears likely 
... that a majority of those voting would express a wish that Northern Ireland should cease to be 
part of the United Kingdom and form part of a united Ireland.”

At present, the Government does not believe it likely that such a border poll in the near 
future would result in a decision on the part of a majority of the people of Northern Ireland in 
favour of constitutional change. In these circumstances, it is the Government’s clear view that 
such a poll would only increase uncertainty and division at an already difficult and sensitive 
time.

In the absence of the prospect of a referendum in the near future, the Government has no im-
mediate plans for specific preparations on this issue. My immediate priorities are to secure the 
functioning of the devolved power-sharing institutions and the North South Ministerial Coun-
cil, which are at the heart of the Good Friday Agreement, and to ensure the protection of the 
Agreement in all its parts and the gains and benefits of the Peace Process, through the ongoing 
Article 50 negotiation between the European Union and the UK, which are at a critical point.

In the event of a future referendum within the consent provisions of the Good Friday Agree-
ment, the Government would make all necessary preparations in accordance with the terms of 
the Constitution and the principles and procedures of the Agreement.

There are of course aspects of this constitutional issue which relate to my Department’s on-
going work. In the context of Brexit, the Government has made clear its determination to ensure 
respect for all aspects of the Good Friday Agreement, including those provisions relating to a 
possible change in the constitutional status of Northern Ireland, regardless of the UK’s status 
within the EU. As a result of intensive political and diplomatic engagement by the Government, 
we have secured the solidarity and support of all our EU partners on ensuring the protection 
of the Agreement in all its parts and of the gains and benefits of the Peace Process, through the 
process of the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union.

On 29 April 2017, the European Council adopted Guidelines for the EU-UK negotiations 
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which included a strong acknowledgment of the unique circumstances of the island of Ireland 
and the importance of preserving the achievements, benefits, and commitments of the Good 
Friday Agreement. These Guidelines remain the basis of the Union’s approach to the negotia-
tions with the UK, including on the Ireland-specific issues. Also on 29 April 2017 the European 
Council agreed a statement acknowledging that the Good Friday Agreement provides for an 
agreed mechanism whereby a united Ireland may be brought about and that, in accordance with 
international law, the entire territory of such a united Ireland would thus be part of the European 
Union.

The Government has nonetheless been very clear that we do not see the UK exit from the 
European Union as a pretext or an opportunity for the holding of a border poll in Northern Ire-
land, under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement.

27/02/2019WRA01400Sustainable Development Goals

27/02/2019WRA0150012. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on extending the memorandum of understanding between the HSE and Irish 
Aid operating in relation to Sub-Saharan African countries to Nepal as a low income Asian 
country with poor health indicators; and his further views on the need for extending this col-
laboration. [9690/19]

27/02/2019WRA01600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Through Ireland’s International Development Cooperation programme, recognised 
as one of the best in the world, my Department prioritises and invests in addressing global 
health challenges and in strengthening health systems. We work through global health initia-
tives as well as through our bilateral programmes.

My Department has worked closely with the Health Service Executive (HSE) since 2010 
guided by a Memorandum of Understanding.  This partnership is based on shared values, and 
is intended to facilitate the transfer of Irish expertise and technical knowledge.  Actions are 
triggered in response to requests from Ireland’s development cooperation partners, mainly in 
sub-Saharan Africa, but also in Nepal. The partnership is a demonstration of collaborative work 
across different branches of the civil and public service which allows Ireland to address impor-
tant global and national health challenges.

As part of the collaboration with the HSE, my Department provides funding to the ESTHER 
Programme.  This programme works to promote institutional health partnerships through knowl-
edge generation, sharing best practice, collaboration, and advocacy. Nepal is a beneficiary of 
this programme and the HSE has already established institutional partnerships there. 

My Department will continue to work closely with the HSE in advancing our shared inter-
national health objectives, guided by the Sustainable Development Goals and Ireland’s forth-
coming new policy for International Development.

The current Memorandum of Understanding governing the partnership between my Depart-
ment and the HSE will be reviewed in the coming year.  This will provide an opportunity to 
take stock of almost 10 years of close collaboration and to agree the future focus and extent of 
this collaboration.

27/02/2019WRA01700Ministerial Meetings
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27/02/2019WRA0180013. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the EU Ambassadors he has met recently. [8462/19]

27/02/2019WRA01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I and 
my officials regularly meet Ambassadors from EU Member States as well as those from other 
States accredited to Ireland. Some recent occasions include - 

At a meeting of EU Heads of Mission, hosted by the Ambassador of Bulgaria, on June 19th 
2018.

When EU Ambassadors attended my State of the Union address hosted by the Institute for 
International and European Affairs on 30 January 2019.

At a Reception I hosted on Tuesday 8 January 2019 on the theme Global Ireland 100: Cel-
ebrating 100 years of Taking Our Place Among the Nations of the World.  

It is also often the case that I meet Ambassadors when other Foreign Ministers visit Ireland.

27/02/2019WRA02000Brexit Negotiations

27/02/2019WRA0210014. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the indications there are that the UK is likely to soften its demand in relation to the back-
stop; if, in the absence of same means can be found by which the customs union and single mar-
ket on the island of Ireland can prevail; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9697/19]

27/02/2019WRA02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement, Ireland and the UK have solemn and binding ob-
ligations to ensure peace and stability in Northern Ireland, and that there is no return of a hard 
border on the island of Ireland. 

 The Withdrawal Agreement, including the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, which 
contains the provisions for the “backstop,” was negotiated on the basis of the EU and UK’s 
shared understanding of this need to address the unique circumstances on the island of Ireland. 
This translates the UK’s political commitment to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland 
into a legal guarantee.  

As set out in their joint statement of 20 February, Prime Minister May and President Juncker 
discussed how the temporary nature of the backstop can once again be underlined, with both 
sides reconfirming their committed to avoiding a hard border and respecting the integrity of the 
EU’s Single Market on one hand, and of the UK’s on the other. They also discussed the pos-
sibility of changes or additions being made to the Political Declaration that are consistent with 
the EU and the UK government’s positions, and agreed that this work will be taken forward by 
the respective teams.  

In the event of no deal, the United Kingdom will have obligations under the World Trade 
Organisation and we will have obligations to protect our Single Market and customs union, 
of which we will continue to be a full part. As such, if the UK leaves without an agreement in 
place, the EU and Ireland on one side, and the UK on the other, will all have to work intensively 
together to ensure that we deliver on our shared goal of avoiding the return of a hard border on 
the island of Ireland.

Regardless of the outcome of Brexit, Ireland’s place within the Single Market and the Cus-
toms Union is secure, and we will continue to fully  enjoy the benefits that this membership 
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offers.  

27/02/2019WRA02300State Visits

27/02/2019WRA0240015. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will report on the co-ordination of the various State visits that members of the 
Government are making on St. Patrick’s Day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9738/19]

27/02/2019WRA02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): St Pat-
rick’s Day is a unique opportunity, unmatched by any other country, to promote Ireland to an 
international audience and to renew our bonds with the global Irish family.  Ministerial visits 
over the St Patrick’s Day period advance Ireland’s political and economic interests, and deepen 
relationships with important partners and Irish communities overseas.

The Taoiseach, Tánaiste, Ministers, Attorney General, Ceann Comhairle and Cathaoirleach 
will visit 58 countries in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, the Americas, and the Asia Pacific 
region over the 2019 St Patrick’s Day period, and will promote Ireland as a great place to live, 
visit, study, work and do business. 

In the context of Brexit, this year’s St Patrick’s Day programme will also serve as a platform 
to underline Ireland’s commitment to and membership of the European Union.  Ministers will 
visit all 27 EU capitals over the St Patrick’s Day period.

The 2019 programme also reflects Ireland’s expanding diplomatic and state agency pres-
ence around the world, as part of the Global Ireland initiative.  Ministers will visit Wellington, 
Vancouver, Bogota and Santiago, where Ireland has recently opened new diplomatic missions. 
Mumbai and Los Angeles will also receive a Ministerial visit over the St Patrick’s Day period, 
in advance of the opening of new Irish Consulates there later this year. 

St Patrick’s Day visits will also provide an opportunity to advance Ireland’s campaign for a 
seat on the Security Council of the United Nations in 2020 – 2021. 

The Embassy network is currently working closely with all other members of Team Ireland 
in Ireland and abroad to finalise Ministerial programmes. Each Minister and Department is re-
sponsible for their own costs and all costs will be carefully controlled.

Question No. 16 answered with Question No. 10.

27/02/2019WRA02700Foreign Conflicts

27/02/2019WRA0280017. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on reports asserting that US special forces and mercenaries engaged by the 
UAE have conducted targeted killings of religious and political leaders in Yemen; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9736/19]

27/02/2019WRA0290046. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the situation in Yemen and the efforts to address the acute risk of famine in the country; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9704/19]

27/02/2019WRA03000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 17 and 46 together.
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I welcome this opportunity to provide an update on the situation in Yemen. 

The Yemen conflict is a very complex situation, and the challenge of resolution should not 
be underestimated. What began as a conflict between the internationally-recognised Govern-
ment and the Houthi de facto authorities has developed to involve outside actors including 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Iran. The presence of other non-state fighting and 
terrorist groups further complicates the crisis. Both at UN level, and in EU discussions on the 
issue, Ireland has stressed that military action cannot be a solution.  

Ireland fully supports the work of the United Nations in attempting to bring the conflict to a 
political resolution. Implementation of the agreements reached in Stockholm in December 2018 
remains crucial. The international community is maintaining pressure on the parties to engage 
with the UN Special Envoy, the Redeployment Coordination Committee, and the United Na-
tions Mission to Support the Hodeidah Agreement (UNMHA).  

Lawlessness and weak governance are problems throughout Yemen. In relation to the al-
legations referred to by Deputy Connolly, I understand that there have been media reports al-
leging that mercenaries engaged by the United Arab Emirates have targeted members of the Al 
Islah movement in Yemen. I have no independent source of information to allow me to com-
ment on the accuracy of these reports. I am glad to have this opportunity to urge all parties to 
the conflict to ensure that the principles of international law and international humanitarian law 
are respected.

The Group of Eminent Experts (GEE) on Yemen, which Ireland played a key role in estab-
lishing at the Human Rights Council in September 2017, is continuing to investigate all alleged 
violations of human rights and international humanitarian law by all warring parties in Yemen. 
I look forward to their report later this year, which will be a valuable contribution to account-
ability for violations committed.

In relation to the humanitarian situation, after nearly four years of war, the Yemeni economy 
has all but collapsed, and with Government salaries going unpaid, millions are food insecure 
and have difficulties in accessing basic healthcare services. Both humanitarian and commercial 
access are often restricted, further exacerbating the situation. The UN reports that almost 80% 
of the population is in need of humanitarian assistance. 

Ireland is contributing towards the humanitarian effort and has provided almost €17.5 mil-
lion in assistance to Yemen since 2015. Minister of State for the Diaspora and International 
Development Ciarán Cannon attended a High-Level Pledging Event in Geneva just yesterday, 
where he pledged, on behalf of the Government, that Ireland will provide a further €5 million 
to the UN Yemen Humanitarian Fund this year.

Ireland also contributes to global funds that allocate funding to the Yemen Crisis, including 
the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) which disbursed $50 million in 2018 to 
bolster the humanitarian response in Yemen.

Significant EU funds are also channelled towards humanitarian support in Yemen. Since 
2015, the EU has contributed a total of €438 million to Yemen towards humanitarian, develop-
ment, stabilisation and resilience support. 

Ireland will continue to monitor the situation in Yemen, contribute what we can to the hu-
manitarian response and continue to call on all parties to the conflict to engage with the UN-led 
process, with a view to resolving this alarming humanitarian crisis. 
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27/02/2019WRA03100Middle East Issues

27/02/2019WRA0320018. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he raised the issue of the Israeli Government withholding taxes that it collects on behalf 
of the Palestinian Authority from the authority with his counterparts across Europe; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9741/19]

27/02/2019WRA03300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Last 
week the Government of Israel decided unilaterally to withhold the equivalent of 123 million 
Euro in Palestinian tax revenue transfers.  This decision is a result of legislation adopted by the 
Knesset last year that instructs the Government to withhold money equivalent to what the PA 
pays to Palestinians convicted by Israeli courts of involvement in terrorism or other security-
related offenses, and to their families.

I also understand that the Palestinian leadership has in response decided to reject all clear-
ance revenue in protest at the funding cut, which no doubt will have repercussions for the Pal-
estinian people who depend on the PA to deliver basic services such as healthcare and access 
to education.

I am acutely concerned about the worsening financial situation of the PA. Thankfully the im-
pact of its budget shortfall last year was somewhat mitigated by donor aid.  This economic inse-
curity is expected to increase this year, and as we have seen in 2018, the same scale of financial 
aid by large donors is by no means guaranteed.  The financial stability of the PA is inextricably 
linked to the security of both the Palestinians and the Israelis.  I believe that the EU is right to 
urge the Palestinian Authority to review how it operates its system of payments. However, as 
I have said before in this House and elsewhere, unilateral moves, such as withholding a huge 
proportion of the revenue collected on the Palestinian Authority’s behalf, seriously undermine 
the chances for a just and lasting peace. 

I reiterate the EU’s call for  Israel to honour its obligations under the Oslo Accords, with due 
regard to the Paris Economic Protocol, which administers the economic and financial relations 
between Israel and the PA. 

These are very serious developments that put at risk the financial stability of the Palestinian 
Authority and ultimately the security of both Israelis and Palestinians alike. 

EU Heads of Mission, including the Irish representative, met with senior figures from the 
Palestinian Authority to discuss this decision. There was unanimous agreement between EU 
partners, that this move is the latest flagrant violation of past agreements signed between the 
two parties. 

I can assure the Deputy that these concerns about the repercussions of this move on the 
peace process will be raised with Israeli interlocutors.

27/02/2019WRA03400Emigrant Support Services

27/02/2019WRA0350019. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the action he is taking to encourage returning Irish emigrants. [9681/19]

27/02/2019WRA03600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): This Government is committed to making it as easy as possible for Irish emigrants 
to return to live and work in Ireland. Reducing barriers to returning emigrants has important 
implications for national competitiveness; in a growing Irish economy facilitating the return of 
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skills will be of importance in sustaining economic growth. 

In my capacity as Minister of State for the Diaspora, I chair the Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee on the Irish Abroad which works to ensure that Government works in a joined up way 
to realise the objectives of Ireland’s Diaspora Policy, including addressing issues affecting the 
Irish abroad and those seeking to return. 

On foot of the work by the Inter-Departmental Committee on the Irish Abroad, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs & Trade commissioned an independent economic report on difficulties 
experienced by Irish people returning home. Following a competitive tendering process, this 
report was completed by economic consultants Indecon in February 2018, considered by Gov-
ernment, and was published on the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade website.  

Since the publication of the Indecon Economic Report on Addressing Challenges Faced by 
Returning Irish Emigrants, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has undertaken a num-
ber of steps, in conjunction with other Government Departments and State Agencies, to address 
the thirty recommendations made in the report. Most recently, I wrote to relevant Ministers in 
December 2018 seeking a further update on progress on their individual areas of responsibility. 

Currently, nineteen of the total thirty recommendations have been, or are in the process of 
being addressed. Departments are aware of further action to be taken in respect of 6 recom-
mendations. The remaining recommendations are being partially implemented, or are being 
considered as part of a wider issue rather than in the context of the recommendation alone. 

All responses made in respect of these recommendations will inform a further Memoran-
dum to Government on the progress made since the publication of the Indecon Report.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has already implemented several of the Inde-
con Report’s recommendations in relation to information provision. An enhanced ‘Returning to 
Ireland’ section containing more information and advice for returning emigrants has been de-
veloped for our dedicated diaspora website, the Global Irish Hub. Officials are working closely 
with the Citizen’s Information Board to ensure that returning emigrants have the best informa-
tion and advice possible to assist them in making the return back to Ireland.

In addition, following on from a successful pilot programme in 2018, I recently launched 
the second year of the Back for Business programme - a mentoring programme designed to 
assist returning emigrants to set up business in Ireland. The programme works to assist return-
ing emigrant entrepreneurs by addressing the challenges that all early stage entrepreneurs face, 
with a particular focus on the additional barriers and challenges faced by those who have been 
out of the country for some time. The programme is based on a model of mentor support, and 
will run from February to July 2019.  

Question No. 20 answered with Question No. 9.

27/02/2019WRA03800International Agreements

27/02/2019WRA0390021. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade when Ireland will ratify the Political Dialogue and Co-operation Agreement on the EU 
and Cuba. [9691/19]

27/02/2019WRA0400025. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when Ireland will ratify the Political Dialogue and Co-operation Agreement between the EU 
and Cuba; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9437/19]
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27/02/2019WRA0410030. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
when the EU-Cuba Political Dialogue and Co-operation Agreement will be ratified (details 
supplied). [9637/19]

27/02/2019WRA04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 21, 25 and 30 together.

The Government fully supports the EU-Cuba Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agree-
ment (PDCA), which was signed by each EU Member State and the Cuban Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in the margins of the Foreign Affairs Council in December 2016.    This is the first bilat-
eral agreement between the EU and Cuba.  Its signature marked a further positive step forward 
in relations between Cuba and the EU, which have improved considerably in recent years. 

The agreement is robust and comprehensive, consisting of three main pillars, namely Po-
litical Dialogue, Cooperation and Sectoral Policy Dialogue, and Trade and Trade Cooperation.  
The core aim of the PDCA is to open channels of dialogue and cooperation between the EU and 
Cuba in order to assist the modernisation of the Cuban economy and society, strengthen human 
rights and democracy, and work together to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

In July 2017, the European Parliament voted to endorse the EU-Cuba Political Dialogue and 
Cooperation Agreement.  While most of the Agreement has been provisionally applied since 
November 2017, its full application will require ratification by the EU once Member States 
have completed their own internal legal procedures. A number of remaining Member States, 
including Ireland, have yet to complete their internal procedures.  The process, involving my 
Department and the Oireachtas, has been initiated and we are committed to completing it at the 
earliest possible opportunity.  

The entry into force of the EU-Cuba Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement and im-
provements in the EU-Cuba relationship will in turn have helpful consequences for the Ireland-
Cuba relationship.  Ireland has a positive relationship with Cuba and this year marks the 20th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations between our two countries.  

The visit of President Higgins to the island in 2017 was a high point in our relations and 
facilitated the strengthening of ties between our two countries. This visit also highlighted the 
interesting shared history between the two countries, with Irish emigrants having contributed to 
the economic, cultural and political evolution of Cuba over the years, and Cuban leaders having 
been influenced by the leaders of the Irish revolutionary and independence movements. 

This high-level engagement continued with the visit of Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Cuba, Ana Teresita González, to Dublin for political consultations in October 2018, and with 
Minister of State for Disability Issues, Finian McGrath T.D., scheduled to visit Cuba over the 
St Patrick’s Day period next month.  

My assessment is that the PDCA provides a solid framework and welcome opportunity to 
strengthen both EU-Cuba and Ireland-Cuba relations.  I look forward to continued positive 
developments in the period ahead, including the announcement of completion by Ireland of the 
internal legal procedures necessary for EU ratification.  

Questions Nos. 22 and 23 answered with Question No. 10.

27/02/2019WRA04400Human Rights

27/02/2019WRA0450024. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
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Trade his views with regard to some supporters of Israel attempting to equate anti-Semitism 
with criticism of Israeli treatment of Palestinians; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9737/19]

27/02/2019WRA04600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
strongly condemns all manifestations of racism, xenophobia, and related intolerance, includ-
ing anti-Semitism.  Ireland is strongly committed to the promotion and protection of tolerance, 
non-discrimination, freedom of expression, freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief.  
Through our multilateral engagement, Ireland consistently raises the issues of racism and intol-
erance and advocates for inclusive societies at the UN’s Human Rights Council, (HRC), through 
the Council’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism and at the European Union. 

Ireland is a signatory of the Stockholm Declaration of the International Forum on the Ho-
locaust and Ireland joined the Holocaust Remembrance Alliance in 2011. As a signatory to the 
Stockholm Declaration, Ireland has made a commitment to fight against the evils of anti-Sem-
itism, genocide, ethnic cleansing, racism, xenophobia and other expressions of hatred. I also 
attended and participated in the National Holocaust Memorial Day in Dublin on 27th January 
this year, during which I read aloud an excerpt from the Stockholm Declaration. 

There is, thankfully, no significant political party in Ireland hostile to immigrants, or to mi-
norities such as the Jewish community. But on this, we must remain vigilant. Earlier this year, 
an Irish synagogue was defaced with swastika graffiti – something which I utterly condemn, 
and which must encourage us all to renew our commitment to rooting out anti-Semitism. 

Successive Irish Governments, as well as public representatives, NGOs and individuals, 
have voiced strong criticisms of Israel’s policies in the occupied Palestinian territory.  I have 
done so myself.  The same is true in many other countries.  It is to be expected that any country 
which is engaged in a military occupation of another people will be subject to a particularly 
high level of scrutiny. These criticisms are based not on anti-Semitism or hostility, but on our 
values of respect for justice, human rights and the rule of law. There are of course very many 
people in Israel who share critical views on the conduct of the occupation of the Palestinian 
territory.

Criticism of Israeli policy is not in and of itself anti-Semitic, and to conflate these things is 
unjust, counter-productive, and potentially very damaging.  Conflating just and valid criticism 
of Israeli actions, with anti-Semitic attitudes, risks unfairly stigmatising people who are moti-
vated by a desire for justice for the Palestinians, and blunting the reflex of horror we should all 
have at real manifestations of anti-Semitism. Conversely, I also believe that it is wrong when 
criticism of Israeli government actions conflates the Jewish people – globally or in Ireland – 
with the government of Israel. 

I believe that in criticising Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian people – something which I 
will continue to do as long as that occupation lasts – it is essential to base our criticism on values 
we hold consistently and globally, including respect for human rights and for international law. 

Question No. 25 answered with Question No. 21.

Questions Nos. 26 and 27 answered with Question No. 6.

27/02/2019WRB00200Passport Services

27/02/2019WRB0030028. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he is satisfied that sufficient resources are in place to deal with increased volume in passport 
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applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9743/19]

27/02/2019WRB00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service has seen significant increases in passport applications received in recent years. 
The increase in demand is driven by a number of factors including a general increase in the 
number of Irish residents travelling abroad, a growing population, as well as a rise in passport 
applications from Irish citizens residing in Northern Ireland and Great Britain.

The Passport Service monitors the volume of applications on an ongoing basis to ensure 
that resources are available to meet demand. Measures taken to address to address anticipated 
application increases and seasonal demand include increased staff allocation and a number of 
technology and customer service initiatives. 

Staffing needs in the Passport Service are assessed on the basis of a number of factors in-
cluding forecasted demand, the balance between more complex first-time applications and re-
newals as well as the uptake of online services and associated productivity gains. The Passport 
Service has received approval to recruit over 230 Temporary Clerical Officers (TCOs) in 2019 
to assist in processing passport applications and to deal with the queries from the general public.

At the end of 2018, the Passport Service employed 363.2 Full Time Equivalent staff. This is 
an increase of over 40 staff since the same point in 2017. Already this year, 60 additional Full 
Time Equivalent staff have taken up roles in the Passport Service. Targeted overtime has been 
sanctioned for both permanent and temporary staff when required. 

A dedicated Customer Service Hub has been established to deal with queries from the pub-
lic. The number of staff that will be answering Customer Service queries will have trebled since 
2016. 

The Passport Reform Programme continues to deliver major upgrades to the Passport Ser-
vice technology platforms and business processes as well as significant customer service im-
provements.  The award winning Online Passport Renewal Service has been the most signifi-
cant project launched under the Programme to date. Other projects that will advance in 2019 
include the development of business process automation, document management systems and 
the acquisition of mailing machines.

The Online Passport Renewal Service, which was launched in March 2017 has recently 
been expanded to accommodate additional categories of applications including child renewal 
applications. This expansion means more than half of all passport applicants are now eligible 
to renew online. The Online Passport Renewal Service bring benefits for customers with faster 
turnaround times of 10 working days, excluding postage time. In addition to this, the costs of 
renewing a passport online is cheaper than alternative methods. Fees for all online applications 
have been reduced by €5 across all application types. 

 Over 70% of eligible applicants are now utilising the online renewal service instead of pa-
per applications. A strong take-up for online services will improve the capacity of the Passport 
Service to manage increasing application volumes. Efficiencies gained mean that staffing re-
sources can be redeployed towards the processing of more complex applications, to protecting 
the integrity of the passport and to enhancing our customer service. 

27/02/2019WRB00500Humanitarian Aid

27/02/2019WRB0060029. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he can encourage the international community to take a greater inter-
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est in the humanitarian effort in Yemen, the horn of Africa and Venezuela; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9698/19]

27/02/2019WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The number and complexity of humanitarian crises globally has increased in recent 
years, with the UN estimating that over 134 million people are in need of urgent humanitarian 
assistance and protection.  Conflict is the most significant driver of this increased need.

Ireland works closely with partners around the world to address these needs. We are com-
mitted to the UN system, and have a strong relationship with the UN’s Office for the Coordi-
nator of Humanitarian Affairs, which leads and coordinates humanitarian response efforts in 
the most severe crises around the world. In 2018 Ireland assumed the Chair of OCHA’s Donor 
Support Group, and in this role we discuss with OCHA and other major donors the response to 
these humanitarian crises. 

Humanitarian needs have never been greater, with the UN estimating total global require-
ments at almost $22 billion. Ireland is a committed humanitarian donor, and in 2017 provided 
over €180 million in humanitarian assistance. 

The humanitarian crises in Yemen, the Horn of Africa and Venezuela are deeply concerning, 
and demand a strong response from the international community. 

In Yemen, over 24 million people, around 80 per cent of the population, are in need of hu-
manitarian assistance.  Yesterday I attended an international pledging conference in Geneva, 
where I committed Ireland to providing €5 million to the Yemen Humanitarian Fund in 2019. 
This will bring our total contributions to Yemen to over €22.5 million since 2012.   In my state-
ment, I called for increased efforts to address the underlying causes of the crisis, in particular 
finding a solution to the conflict which drives so much suffering.

Conflict and displacement have caused significant humanitarian need in the Horn of Africa. 
Across the Greater Horn of Africa region (which includes Sudan and South Sudan), over twenty 
million people are food insecure, and there are over three million refugees. In 2018 Ireland pro-
vided over €30 million in humanitarian funding to this region. 

The rapidly deteriorating situation in Venezuela, which has led to the displacement of over 
three million people, is of great concern. In 2018,  Ireland provided €142,000 to support the In-
ternational Rescue Committee (IRC) Gender-based Violence Emergency Response in Cucuta, 
Colombia - a major border crossing for Venezuelans coming into Colombia. Given the deterio-
ration in the situation, we are examining options to increase our humanitarian support in 2019. 

Question No. 30 answered with Question No. 21.

27/02/2019WRB00900Undocumented Irish in the USA

27/02/2019WRB0100031. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of efforts to address the undocumented Irish in the United States of America; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9703/19]

27/02/2019WRB01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Taoiseach and I have prioritised the immigration issue in the US since taking office. We will 
continue our efforts in this regard until we secure progress – both in terms of future legal im-
migration opportunities for Irish citizens; and in securing a pathway for those Irish who are 
undocumented in order to regularise their status. 
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Special Envoy to the US Congress on the Undocumented, John Deasy T.D., has worked 
closely on these issues with my Department, and with Ireland’s Ambassador to the US, Dan 
Mulhall, and his team at the Embassy in Washington DC in particular, since his appointment.  

Building on this work, I visited the US in early February, for a series of engagements with 
the US Administration and Congressional leaders on the full range of issues of mutual interest.  
I raised immigration issues in these meetings, as I have done in all my interactions with the US 
Administration and US political leaders since taking office. 

Additionally, I expect that the Taoiseach will have a range of engagements at the highest 
levels of the US Administration and with Congressional leaders over the St Patrick’s Day pe-
riod. Other Government Ministers will also be in the US over St Patrick’s Day for one of our 
most ambitious ever programmes of engagement. They too are fully seized of the importance 
of securing relief for the undocumented Irish and will raise it, as appropriate.  

My Department, including through our Embassy and Consulates in the US, work alongside 
the Irish Immigration Centres across the US to provide support to those Irish who are un-
documented on an on-going basis. Each Irish Centre receives significant Government funding 
through the Emigrant Support Programme each year for its work, including support for vulner-
able Irish and the undocumented. In 2018, over €3 million was allocated to 76 organisations 
across the US, including the Irish Centres.

27/02/2019WRB01200Brexit Negotiations

27/02/2019WRB0130032. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if regulatory alignment on agriculture matters post the UK leaving the European Union 
has been discussed and agreed as part of the negotiations between the EU Brexit negotiating 
team and the UK Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9443/19]

27/02/2019WRB0140043. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the details of his engagement with the EU Brexit negotiating team and the UK Govern-
ment with a view to ensuring regulatory alignment on agriculture matters post the UK leaving 
the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9445/19]

27/02/2019WRB01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 32 and 43 together.

Throughout the negotiations on the Withdrawal Agreement, I, as well as officials from my 
Department, engaged in extensive contact with representatives from EU Member States, the 
Commission and the Article 50 Task Force headed by Michel Barnier, as well as the UK, to 
advance Ireland’s priorities with the regard to the negotiations on the UK’s withdrawal from 
the EU.

The Withdrawal Agreement, as approved by the European Council and agreed with the 
British Government in November, provides for a period of transition, up to December 2020, 
during which EU rules and regulations will continue to apply to the UK, including regulatory 
alignment on agriculture matters.  

Under the measures included for a backstop, should it need to be invoked, a UK-wide cus-
toms territory would apply, ensuring no tariffs or quotas. This includes well established rules 
with regard to ensuring a level playing field. Northern Ireland would remain aligned to those 
rules of the Single Market that are indispensable to avoiding a hard border. As regards the 
movement of animals and agricultural products between North and South, this provides for 
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complete regulatory alignment, including with respect to sanitary and pyhtosanitary (SPS) con-
trols, and rules on agricultural production and marketing. 

 I should be clear that the backstop acts simply as an insurance policy, which we hope will 
never have to be used. It remains our priority to achieve a future relationship agreement that can 
resolve all these issues, and obviate the need for the backstop.  

Regarding the future relationship, and as set out in the Political Declaration agreed between 
the EU and the UK, cooperation in the area of agriculture and trade in agri-food products have 
been identified as important aspects of the future trading relationship. Ireland wants the closest 
possible relationship between the EU and the UK, including in the area of trade, and in particu-
lar as regards agriculture and trade in agri-foods. This will be a priority for us in negotiations 
on the future relationship.

27/02/2019WRB01600Good Friday Agreement

27/02/2019WRB0170033. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
way in which he plans to ensure that all rights afforded to persons in Northern Ireland under the 
Good Friday Agreement are upheld in full even in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9705/19]

27/02/2019WRB01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government remains firmly of the view that the only way to ensure an orderly withdrawal from 
the EU is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement as endorsed by the European Council and agreed 
with the UK Government.  The Protocol includes a commitment that “The United Kingdom 
shall ensure that no diminution of rights, safeguards and equality of opportunity as set out in 
that part of the 1998 Agreement. results from its withdrawal from the Union.”  The Protocol 
also confirms that Irish citizens in Northern Ireland “will continue to enjoy, exercise and have 
access to rights, opportunities and benefits” that come with EU citizenship.

However, under any scenario for the UK’s exit from the European Union, the obligations 
and commitments of the Irish and UK Governments under the Good Friday Agreement remain 
and the Government will continue to work with the UK Government as co-guarantor to secure 
the full implementation of the Agreement. 

In this context, the Government has noted and welcomes the commitment by Prime Minister 
May in her speech in Belfast on 5 February, that the British Government “will uphold the rights 
enshrined in the Belfast Agreement for all the people of Northern Ireland, right across the whole 
community.  This includes upholding commitments around mutual respect, religious liberties, 
equality of opportunity, tolerance and rights.”  The Government also noted and welcomes the 
Prime Minister’s acknowledgement that “the birth right to identify and be accepted as British, 
Irish or both, and to hold both British and Irish citizenship is absolutely central to the Agree-
ment.”  The Prime Minister also recognised serious concerns raised about how UK immigration 
rules treat citizens exercising their right under the Good Friday Agreement to be Irish and that, 
in some cases, people have encountered difficulties in securing their rights as Irish citizens to 
bring family members to reside with them. The British Prime Minister said that she has asked 
the Home Secretary and Secretary of State for Northern Ireland to “review the issues around 
citizenship urgently to deliver a long term solution consistent with the letter and spirit” of the 
Good Friday Agreement.

These are welcome commitments and acknowledgements by Prime Minister May. I have 
raised with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland the need for the citizenship and identity 
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provisions of the Good Friday Agreement to be fully taken account of in all relevant policy 
areas, and there has been ongoing engagement between our officials, including through the 
British-Irish Intergovernmental Secretariat. 

The Government will continue to engage with the UK Government as a co-guarantor of the 
Good Friday Agreement on this important issue in any scenario.

Question No. 34 answered with Question No. 9.

27/02/2019WRB02000Brexit Negotiations

27/02/2019WRB0210035. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of negotiations, particularly those relating to the Border region of counties Cavan and 
Monaghan in view of Brexit and the possible reintroduction of a hard-Border. [9442/19]

27/02/2019WRB02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
negotiations on the withdrawal of the UK from the European Union are concluded. On 25 
November 2018, the European Council endorsed the Withdrawal Agreement and approved the 
Political Declaration on the EU-UK future relationship. These were also agreed by the British 
cabinet. The European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council are now taking 
the necessary steps to ensure that the agreement can enter into force on 29 March 2019.  

The EU27 Member States, including Ireland, have expressed their firm support for the With-
drawal Agreement, including the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, and that repeatedly af-
firmed that it cannot be reopened. 

The Withdrawal Agreement has yet to be ratified in the UK. Talks are ongoing in Brussels, 
and Prime Minister May has held numerous discussions with the EU, including with Presidents 
Juncker on 20 February. However, while the EU has offered to provide additional reassurances 
on elements of the Withdrawal Agreement that have caused concern in Westminster, any re-
opening of the text, including the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, has been ruled out. 

The backstop is an essential part of the Withdrawal Agreement, translating the UK’s politi-
cal commitment to avoiding a hard border on the island of Ireland into a legal guarantee that 
will apply unless and until another solution is agreed. This means that there will be no hard 
border in any circumstances, including in Cavan and Monaghan.

The Government’s priority throughout the Brexit process has been, in keeping with our 
responsibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to ensure that the hard earned 
gains of the peace process are not diminished.  The Withdrawal Agreement, as endorsed by the 
European Council and agreed with the British Government achieves this, while also ensuring 
that the UK’s orderly departure from the EU. 

27/02/2019WRB02300EU Issues

27/02/2019WRB0240036. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he is preparing a statement on Ireland’s vision on Europe and in particular the reform 
of Europe following consultation on same. [7045/19]

27/02/2019WRB02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Last 
year, the Government hosted a series of Citizens’ Dialogues on the Future of Europe. My De-
partment published a narrative report on these consultations in October and similar citizens’ 
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consultations have taken place across the EU. 

EU leaders will meet for a special informal summit in Sibiu, Romania, on 9 May. During the 
meeting, leaders are expected to discuss priorities for the next institutional cycle and to prepare 
the Strategic Agenda for 2019-2024, with a view to agreeing it at the European Council in June. 

In preparation for the summit, we will publish a statement on Ireland’s strategic priorities in 
the EU for the next five years. This statement will be informed by what we have heard during 
our own public engagement process, as well as consultations with other Government Depart-
ment. 

27/02/2019WRB02600Human Rights

27/02/2019WRB0270037. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on an initiative (details supplied); and his plans to ensure that all Irish compa-
nies respect the business and human rights initiative in view of the fact that it was a policy led 
by his Department. [9692/19]

27/02/2019WRB02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the initiative to which the Deputy refers, and also about concerns raised by non-gov-
ernmental organisations regarding mining activities in Colombia. I remain concerned at reports 
of these activities having a negative impact on local populations, and also on the environment. 

The EU Delegation in Bogotá monitors this issue closely and has met with relevant stake-
holders, including representatives of affected local communities and other civil society and 
environmental organisations. 

Ireland has just opened its first resident Embassy in Colombia, with Ambassador Alison 
Milton having presented her credentials last week. This significant step demonstrates this Gov-
ernment’s commitment to developing Ireland’s relationship with Colombia and in particular our 
commitment to supporting Colombia’s transition to a peaceful post-conflict society, including 
the vindication and protection of human and social rights. It will greatly enhance our ability to 
engage on issues on the ground and monitor issues such as the impact of mining activities on 
local communities.

As the Deputy will be aware, historic strides have been made in Colombia in recent years 
in the transition to a post-conflict society, and Ireland has been a committed supporter of this 
process. It is clear that significant challenges remain, such as those highlighted by the initiative 
mentioned by the Deputy, but Ireland remains committed to supporting the full implementation 
of the Peace Agreement, and working with all sectors in Colombia to ensure a more peaceful, 
stable and prosperous future for the Colombian people.

The relationship between business and human rights is fundamental to securing a society 
that works for all citizens, and this is a priority for me and my Department. In November 2017, 
my Department launched the National Plan on Business and Human Rights 2017 -2020 to give 
effect to the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. The aim of the Plan is to 
promote responsible business practices at home and overseas by all Irish business enterprises 
in line with Ireland’s commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights globally. 
The Plan is directed at Government and State agencies, Irish companies operating at home and 
overseas, and multinational enterprises operating in Ireland.

Since the launch of the Plan, my Department has established the Business and Human Rights 
Implementation Group, which will oversee the implementation of the UN Guiding Principles in 
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the Irish context over the next three years. Its membership consists of representatives from civil 
society, the business community, Government and an independent Chairperson. The first meet-
ing of the Implementation Group took place on 16 January 2019. The Implementation Group 
will be further divided into three sub-groups, which will be tasked with taking forward delivery 
of key action points under each of the three pillars of the UN Guiding Principles, i.e. the State 
duty to protect, corporate responsibility to respect and access to remedy. 

Ireland is committed to the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental free-
doms around the world. Officials at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Dublin, and 
at our new Embassy in Bogotá, will continue to engage on this issue with human rights defend-
ers and civil society organisations active on the ground, and with our EU colleagues.  

27/02/2019WRB02900EU Issues

27/02/2019WRB0300038. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the rise of nationalism in EU member states and the threat to the rule of law, including 
in Hungary and Poland; the implications that this potentially has for the future of Europe; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9701/19]

27/02/2019WRB03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney):  The 
last number of years have been marked by a period of reflection and debate on the future di-
rection of the European Union, with a strong focus placed on listening and responding to the 
concerns of citizens. This has included addressing challenges such as euroscepticism and the 
rise of nationalism in some Member States, which, while not new, have in recent years become 
more vocal. 

In 2017, the European Council endorsed the ‘Leaders’ Agenda’, a concrete work programme 
that seeks to unblock and find solutions to the main political challenges and priorities of the EU 
in the run up to the European Parliament elections. The EU is now moving in a more positive 
direction characterized by economic growth across all Member States. To maintain this impe-
tus we need to ensure that the EU is delivering practical improvements to the lives of citizens 
through policies to promote jobs and growth and by addressing internal and external challenges 
such as migration and international terrorism. Completion of the single market and Digital 
Single Market – which Ireland has been pushing – are two ways of doing that.

Last year the Government held a series of Citizens’ Dialogues on the future of Europe, 
where people across the country were asked for their views on how to make the EU prosperous 
and competitive; safe and secure; sustainable; socially responsible; and able to shape globalisa-
tion. 

 A joint report on the main outcomes of citizens’ consultations   exercises across the EU as 
well as individual national reports and input from the European institutions was submitted to 
the European Council in December. These reports helped to identify a number of concerns and 
expectations on the part of the participating citizens in terms of concrete results from the EU.

The wider debate will culminate in the first informal summit of the EU27 in Sibiu next May. 
Leaders are expected to mark the occasion with a renewed commitment to an EU that deliv-
ers on issues that really matter to people. At that meeting, Heads of State or Government will 
discuss priorities for the next institutional cycle, with a view to agreeing on the next Strategic 
Agenda (2019-2024) in June 2019.

Rule of law matters are of serious concern to Ireland. We have always said that fundamental 
values and the rule of law are a shared EU interest and call for a common approach.  Rule of 
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law issues in Hungary and Poland have been discussed at the General Affairs Councils over 
the past year. These discussions have involved the Commission, Hungary, Poland and other 
Member States. Ireland has actively participated highlighting the importance of respect for the 
rule of law.

Engaging meaningfully with citizens across the Union; listening and responding to their 
concerns is a key means of combatting euroscepticism and the rise of nationalism and ensuring 
support for our work on EU issues.

27/02/2019WRB03200UN Security Council

27/02/2019WRB0330039. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of Ireland’s bid to win a seat at the UN Security Council; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9702/19]

27/02/2019WRB03400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
is seeking election to a non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council for the 2021-2022 term. 
The election will take place in the General Assembly of the United Nations in June 2020.

Ireland’s candidature was announced in 2005 and the campaign is underway and intensify-
ing as the election date draws closer. There are two seats available on the Security Council for 
elected members of the Western Europe and Others Group (WEOG). Canada and Norway are 
the other two candidates.

I believe that Ireland’s track record at the UN is widely recognised, along with our spirit of 
Empathy, Partnership and Independence which are keynotes of our Security Council campaign 
and which reflect our policy interests, our values and our history of positive engagement with 
the wider world.  

Alongside the Taoiseach and cabinet colleagues, I am taking the opportunity of bilateral and 
multilateral meetings, and other international fora and engagements, to promote Ireland’s can-
didature and make the case for the strong and independent role we would play on the Security 
Council.  On Monday, for example, I represented Ireland at the 40th   Regular Session of the 
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. During that meeting I spoke of the centrality of human 
rights to Irish Foreign Policy since the establishment of the State and the importance we attach 
to human rights in our engagement at the United Nations.

Officials from my Department briefed members of the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and Trade, and Defence on Ireland’s candidature earlier this month. I look forward to continu-
ing to work with the Committee in relation to Ireland’s UN engagement. 

My Department’s staff in Ireland, our Permanent Representations to the UN in New York 
and Geneva, and our entire Embassy network have been actively presenting and highlighting 
our case and seeking support. UN Member States will be very aware of Ireland’s candidature, 
our commitment to the United Nations and multilateralism, and the values we seek to bring to 
the work of the Security Council. 

27/02/2019WRB03500Human Rights

27/02/2019WRB0360040. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the way in which he can address human rights abuses in Bahrain further to the concerns 
articulated by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation faced by human rights defenders and 
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the concerns for persons (details supplied). [9688/19]

27/02/2019WRB03700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
cases mentioned by the Deputy are indicative of the deteriorating human rights situation in 
Bahrain. Bahraini citizens are unfortunately living in a society characterised by increasing in-
fringements on fundamental freedoms, including the freedoms of opinion, expression and as-
sociation. 

I am aware of recent reports alleging serious human rights abuses in Bahrain. Those per-
sons referred to by the Deputy are among a number of people whom NGOs report to have been 
detained on account of their human rights activism, or due to the activism of their family mem-
bers. A number of human rights organisations have claimed that these women are subjected to 
sustained abuses in prison, a cause for serious concern. 

Ireland consistently advocates for the right of civil society actors and human rights defend-
ers to operate in a safe environment, without fear of reprisal for speaking out. This is a cor-
nerstone of a truly free society. Ireland, as a small country, amplifies its voice on these issues 
through multilateral engagement and through constructive bilateral dialogue. 

Our concerns relating to human rights in Bahrain are conveyed through the Bahraini Em-
bassy in London and through Ireland’s (non-resident) Ambassador to Bahrain.  

Ireland has been raising Bahraini issues at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC), repeat-
edly highlighting concerns about the human rights situation in Bahrain as part of our Item 4 
Statements (“human rights situations that require the Council’s attention”) over the last number 
of years. In September 2018, Ireland expressed concerns about restrictions on civil society 
space and the treatment of human rights defenders, and called on the Bahraini authorities to re-
spect the freedoms of opinion and expression, as well as the right to a fair trial. At the last HRC 
Universal Periodic Review of Bahrain’s human rights record in 2017, Ireland urged Bahrain to 
accept an open offer by the UN Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) to visit Bahrain, and I reiterate this call. 

Thematically, Ireland urges all states to safeguard the human rights of prisoners and de-
tainees and is committed to the prevention and eradication of torture and other forms of cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. HRC Resolution 36/16, which Ireland co-spon-
sored, calls upon states to ‘investigate promptly, effectively and impartially all alleged human 
rights violations and abuses suffered by persons deprived of their liberty, in particular cases 
involving death, torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, to provide 
effective remedies to the victims, and to ensure that detention administrations cooperate fully 
with the investigating authority and preserve all evidence’. Ireland has also co-sponsored the-
matic Resolutions in the HRC concerning human rights in the administration of justice; and 
concerning torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Ireland 
also sponsored UN General Assembly Resolution 71/188, also concerning human rights in the 
administration of justice. 

My Department will continue to monitor developments in such cases in Bahrain, and I take 
this opportunity to call once again on the Bahraini Government to deliver on its stated com-
mitment to make progress in relation to human rights. My Department will continue to raise 
issues of human rights in Bahrain directly with Bahraini officials, as well as at EU level and in 
multilateral fora such as the HRC, whenever appropriate opportunities arise. 

27/02/2019WRB03800Global Footprint Initiative
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27/02/2019WRB0390041. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the status of efforts to double Ireland’s global footprint by 2025; the actions taken to date; 
and the short, medium and long-term actions that will be taken. [9680/19]

27/02/2019WRB04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): ‘Global 
Ireland – Ireland’s Global Footprint to 2025’, sets out the Government’s ambitions for expand-
ing and deepening our international presence. It includes the expansion of Ireland’s mission 
network which will deepen our impact across priority regions, provide opportunities to grow 
our trade and inward investment, strengthen political relationships with our partners, promote 
our values, and support Irish citizens and our diaspora abroad. A deepened footprint will also 
enable us to better shape and influence international events in our interests.  

In this first phase, the Department committed to opening missions in Wellington, Vancou-
ver, Bogotá, Santiago de Chile, Amman, and Mumbai. The Irish Aid Development office in 
Liberia has now been upgraded to an Embassy. The second phase of the expansion will see the 
opening of missions in Cardiff, Los Angeles, Frankfurt, Kyiv, Manila and Rabat. 

Regarding phase one, Embassy Wellington opened officially in August 2018. 

Ireland’s new Consulate General in Vancouver opened in October 2018.

The Embassy in Bogotá is also open, and the Ambassador presented her credentials in Feb-
ruary. 

There are posted and locally recruited staff also in place in Amman, Mumbai and Santiago 
de Chile, and these Missions will open on an official basis shortly. 

The next phase of expansion will focus on Cardiff, Los Angeles and Frankfurt in 2019, and 
Embassies in Kiev, Manila and Rabat shortly thereafter. 

In addition, my Department is currently undertaking urgent workforce planning which will 
inform plans for recruitment of new officers both in Ireland and abroad as well as plans for the 
training, development and up-skilling of officers currently assigned to the Department to meet 
the objectives of the Global Ireland initiative in 2019 and beyond. 

27/02/2019WRB04100Brexit Preparations

27/02/2019WRB0420042. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
a travel plan has commenced in view of Brexit in order to be prepared for the possible reintro-
duction of a hard-Border. [9444/19]

27/02/2019WRB04300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Withdrawal Agreement, agreed between the EU and the British Government on 25 November 
2018, includes a legally binding Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland to address the Irish 
specific issues related to the UK’s departure from the EU. The Protocol fully achieves Ireland’s 
priorities, through protecting the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, avoiding a hard border 
on the island of Ireland, protecting continued North-South cooperation and acknowledging the 
continuation of the Common Travel Area.

The importance of avoiding a hard border to people living in all the border counties cannot 
be underestimated. The Government is acutely conscious of this.  The North South cooperation 
we enjoy today brings tangible benefits to the daily lives of people in the border region and con-
tributes to economic opportunity and development. The best and only way to ensure an orderly 



Questions - Written Answers

22

withdrawal and to fully protect the Good Friday Agreement and the gains of the peace process, 
including the avoidance of a hard border is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement, agreed between 
the EU and the British Government.   

The Government in not preparing for the re-introduction of a hard border. If the UK cannot 
agree to the Withdrawal Agreement and leaves the EU without a deal, Ireland and the EU will 
have responsibilities in terms of ensuring protection of the Single Market and Customs Union. 
The UK will have its own responsibilities, including meeting WTO requirements. And we will 
all have our obligations under the Good Friday Agreement, and to ensure peace and stability in 
Northern Ireland. So we will still have to work together to ensure that we deliver on the shared 
goal of avoiding the return of a hard border, deal or no deal. We are committed to doing all in 
our power to ensure that goal is met. But it is preferable for us all to resolve this now, as set out 
in the Withdrawal Agreement.

In terms of travel and the movement of people, the Common Travel Area (CTA) is a long-
standing arrangement between the UK and Ireland which means Irish citizens can move freely 
to live, work, and study in the UK on the same basis as UK citizens and vice versa.  The CTA 
is therefore central to preserving the free movement of people on the island of Ireland. Both 
the Irish and British Governments have committed to the maintenance of the CTA and the as-
sociated rights and entitlements of Irish and British citizens under this longstanding reciprocal 
arrangement in any circumstance. To that end, both Governments have committed to undertak-
ing all the work necessary, including through legislative provision to ensure that the Common 
Travel Area rights and privileges are protected. 

Protecting and maintaining the Common Travel Area and the associated rights and privi-
leges is a key part of our contingency planning and preparations.  

On 22 February, the Government published the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2019. This includes the legislation required 
immediately in a no deal scenario. The Bill provides for continued access to healthcare, social 
security protection, student support, protection of consumers, and justice and security mea-
sures, in support of the Common Travel Area.  The Government is working with the Oireachtas 
to ensure that the Omnibus Bill is in place by 29 March. 

Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 32.

27/02/2019WRB04500Foreign Policy

27/02/2019WRB0460044. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC ) resolu-
tion on Sri Lanka 30/1, extended by resolution 34/1, which is due to expire in March 2019 (de-
tails supplied); if efforts to ensure a new strong UNHRC resolution on Sri Lanka post-March 
2019 will be supported; and if requests for the creation of an international tribunal into the 
allegations of war crimes in Sri Lanka which have yet to be properly investigated and the per-
petrators punished will be supported. [9635/19]

27/02/2019WRB04700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
continues to monitor developments in Sri Lanka.  Under the terms of resolution 30/1, adopted 
by the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on 1 October 2015 and later extended by UNHCR 
Resolution 34/1 on 23 March 2017, which Ireland co-sponsored, the Council welcomed the 
commitment of the Government of Sri Lanka to undertake a comprehensive approach to deal-
ing with the past and to promote reconciliation, accountability and human rights.  We welcomed 
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the co-sponsoring of Resolution 30/1 by Sri Lanka, which demonstrated the Government’s re-
solve to ensure justice and strengthen human rights, democracy and the rule of law. 

Ireland has been pleased to note the steps taken by the Government of Sri Lanka to imple-
ment Resolutions 30/1 and 34/1 but has also noted the continuing challenges facing civil society 
and human rights defenders there. 

Three decades of civil war in Sri Lanka, which ended in 2009, have left their mark. As we 
know in Ireland, reconciliation is an ongoing process which requires constant effort and en-
gagement by all involved. Progress has been made but much remains to be done. 

The political crisis in Sri Lanka at the end of 2018 tested Sri Lanka’s democratic institu-
tions.  I welcome the peaceful and democratic resolution of the crisis in accordance with the 
Constitution.

 I understand that a resolution on Sri Lanka will be brought forward at the current Session of 
the Human Rights Council. Drawing on our experience with the preceding resolutions, Ireland 
will engage constructively with the issue through our Permanent Mission in Geneva. However, 
a final decision on supporting such a Resolution will only be taken when its content becomes 
clear.

27/02/2019WRB04800Foreign Policy

27/02/2019WRB0490045. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that a Kurdish Member of Parliament (details supplied) 
is on a hunger strike since November 2018; and if concerns for their health and well-being will 
be raised with his Turkish counterpart. [9638/19]

27/02/2019WRB05000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Irish Government is aware of and very concerned about the case of Kurdish MP Leyla Güven. 
As the Deputy would know, the case was raised recently in Dáil Éireann, and we urged the 
Turkish authorities then to take urgent measures to alleviate the situation, including her release 
from prison and her immediate transfer to a hospital in order that she receive adequate medical 
treatment and contact with her lawyers and family.  I was pleased when Ms. Güven was released 
from prison on 25 January but she is continuing her hunger strike and we are very concerned at 
the deterioration of her health. 

We have been conveying our concerns to the Turkish authorities, both in relation to Ms 
Güven’s case and the arrest of HDP MPs, along with other elected politicians, journalists and 
academics over the past two years.

On the wider Kurdish issue, it is clear that this can only be addressed through dialogue aim-
ing at establishing a peaceful, comprehensive, and sustainable solution. Ireland has called for 
the resumption of such a dialogue to allow the political process to resume. We continue to sup-
port efforts to maintain contacts between the Kurdish and Turkish sides through our funding of 
the Democratic Progress Institute’s Turkey Programme.

I want to assure you that the Irish Government will continue to monitor developments in 
Turkey both in terms of the hunger strike, and on our wider concerns on human rights, freedom 
of expression, the rule of law, and democracy. 

  Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 17.
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27/02/2019WRC00200Ministerial Meetings

27/02/2019WRC0030047. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will report on his recent contacts with Mr. Michel Barnier since the vote in the 
House of Commons of 30 January 2019. [5671/19]

27/02/2019WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I met 
with Michel Barnier on 18 February, in the margins of the Foreign Affairs Council in Brussels. 
We discussed the state of play with regard to the Article 50 process and reviewed political de-
velopments in London. We also discussed ongoing contacts between the EU and UK teams on 
foot of the meeting between Prime Minister May and President Juncker on 4 February when it 
was agreed that their teams will hold talks on whether a way through can be found that would 
gain the broadest possible support in the UK parliament for the negotiated Withdrawal Agree-
ment and respect the EU’sposition.

Mr Barnier and I remain firmly of the view that the only way to ensure an orderly withdraw-
al, and which fully protects the Good Friday Agreement, is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement 
as endorsed by the European Council and agreed with the British Government. The European 
Council has made clear that it stands by the Withdrawal Agreement and that it is not open for 
renegotiation.  Mr. Barnier repeated to me the EU’s openness to work further on the Political 
Declaration as we look to the future relationship and the question of seeking of alternative ar-
rangements to replace the backstop in the future. 

Mr Barnier reaffirmed his commitment to the backstop provisions contained in the Agree-
ment, which is the only agreement on the table that provides the essential legal guarantee to 
avoid a hard border in any circumstances and protect the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts. 

I also provided Mr. Barnier with an update on Ireland’s preparedness for Brexit, including 
for a no deal outcome, drawing his attention in particular to the imminent publication of the 
Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) Bill 
2019.  I also thanked Mr Barnier for the Commission’s continued helpful and constructive en-
gagement in this area, and their understanding of the particular challenges faced by Ireland. Mr. 
Barnier reaffirmed this support and commended Ireland for its comprehensive and intensive 
preparedness work. 

I, my colleagues across Government and our officials will remain in close and frequent 
communication with the Commission and our EU partners in the coming weeks as we face into 
another crucial period for the Brexit process.

27/02/2019WRC00500Brexit Issues

27/02/2019WRC0060048. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the expected position and status of British citizens that are living here in the aftermath of Brex-
it particularly if there is a no-deal scenario; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9837/19]

27/02/2019WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
UK is leaving the EU and some things are going to change.  However, British citizens in Ireland 
are not required to take any action to protect their status and rights associated with the Common 
Travel Area (CTA), a long-standing arrangement between the UK and Ireland which means 
British citizens can move freely to live, work, and study in Ireland on the same basis as Irish 
citizens and vice versa. Associated reciprocal rights and privileges also include access to health 
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care, social security and the right to vote in local and national parliamentary elections on the 
same basis as citizens of the other jurisdiction. After the UK leaves the EU, British citizens in 
Ireland will continue to enjoy these rights, in any scenario. 

Both the Irish and British Governments have committed to the maintenance of the CTA 
and the associated rights and entitlements of Irish and British citizens in any circumstance. To 
that end, both Governments have committed to undertaking all the work necessary, including 
through legislative provision to ensure that the Common Travel Area rights and privileges are 
protected. Considerable progress has been achieved bilaterally with the UK over the past year 
involving several Departments in what has been a whole-of-Government exercise.   Ireland’s 
shared aim with the UK throughout has been to ensure that the necessary arrangements are 
made in both countries so that the CTA can function effectively after the UK leaves the EU.

Protecting and maintaining the Common Travel Area and the associated rights and privileg-
es is a key part of our contingency planning and preparations.  On 22 February, the Government 
published the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential 
Provisions) Bill 2019. This includes the legislation required immediately in a no deal scenario. 
The Bill provides for continued access to healthcare, social security protection, student support, 
protection of consumers, and justice and security measures, in support of the Common Travel 
Area.  The Government is working with the Oireachtas to ensure that the Omnibus Bill is in 
place by 29 March. 

27/02/2019WRC00800Trade Missions Data

27/02/2019WRC0090049. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which new consulates and-or trade missions and embassies continue to 
pursue trade with other jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9995/19]

27/02/2019WRC0100050. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of new trade missions, consulates and embassies worldwide pursuing trade 
and diplomatic interests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9996/19]

27/02/2019WRC01100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 49 and 50 together.

The Embassy network plays a central role in advancing Ireland’s international trade as part 
of Team Ireland overseas. Embassies and Consulates around the world provide vital support for 
Ireland’s state agencies, including by supporting their strategic objectives and activities in over-
seas markets. The role of Embassies in supporting Ireland’s economic objectives is particularly 
important in markets with limited or no state agency presence.

In June 2018, the Government launched the Global Ireland initiative, which aims to double 
the impact and scope of Ireland’s global footprint by 2025. Global Ireland  ‘s targets include 
enhanced global engagement, the expansion of Ireland’s Embassy network and the strengthen-
ing of Ireland’s state agency presence overseas. Each of these measures will increase Ireland’s 
international visibility, facilitate market diversification and intensification, and deepen bilateral 
relations in support of the Government’s economic and political objectives, including in the 
context of Brexit.

As part of Global Ireland   the Government has approved the opening of new Embassies and 
Consulates. In 2018 a new Embassy was opened in Wellington and a new Consulate General 
was opened in Vancouver. Ireland’s Ambassador to Colombia presented her credentials earlier 
this month. There are posted and locally recruited staff also in place in Amman, Mumbai and 
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Santiago de Chile, and these Missions will open officially shortly, with new Consulates General 
due to open in Mumbai, Cardiff, Frankfurt and LA later this year. Shortly thereafter, new Em-
bassies will open in Kyiv, Manila and Rabat. The Irish Aid office in Monrovia was upgraded to 
an Embassy in 2018.

Locations for new Embassies and Consulates have been chosen based on a range of factors, 
including their potential to increase trade and investment with Ireland, to diversify our markets 
and to enable Irish companies to better take advantage of new opportunities.

Officers of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade across the Embassy network ac-
tively engage in economic and public diplomacy, to advance Ireland’s prosperity and raise 
awareness of Ireland as a great place to live, study, work, visit and do business.

The Department’s officers overseas engage with host country Governments and multilateral 
institutions on a range of trade-related issues, including market access, regulatory compliance, 
visas, phyto-sanitary issues, and Double Taxation Agreements.

The Embassy network also supports Irish businesses in market, by providing contacts and 
information, organising Ministerial visits overseas and supporting trade missions, in partner-
ship with the state agencies.

27/02/2019WRC01300Middle East Peace Process

27/02/2019WRC0140051. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he and his UN colleagues are in a position to influence a peace pro-
cess in the Middle East with particular reference to the need for both sides to bring their griev-
ances to a central platform in which both Israeli and Palestinian interests will receive a hearing; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9997/19]

27/02/2019WRC01500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
resolution of the conflict in the Middle East through a negotiated peace agreement is a foreign 
policy priority of this Government, of myself as Minister, and of the European Union. It is a 
regular subject of discussion at the Foreign Affairs Council, and in official level EU discussion 
in Brussels and at the UN and other international fora. EU and Member State Missions in Israel 
and Palestine also devote much of their effort and resources to this question.  

The Deputy will also be aware of the Ministerial meeting which I hosted here in Dublin last 
week to address the Middle East Peace Process.

I believe that the best way forward would be the resumption of negotiations resuming be-
tween the parties, to allow both sides to meet their aspirations and resolve their differences, 
moving on from grievances to a just outcome which meets the needs of both peoples. However, 
it is important to create a context for such negotiations, in order that they can be productive, and 
the international community shares a responsibility to help create this context. This was one of 
the issues addressed in the meeting which I hosted in Farmleigh last week. 

27/02/2019WRC01600Foreign Policy

27/02/2019WRC0170052. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which the international community remains focused on the various flash-
points globally that are affected by war, starvation, ethnic cleansing and genocide; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9998/19]
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27/02/2019WRC01800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): As 
part of Ireland’s foreign policy we are working to alleviate instances of war, starvation, ethnic 
cleansing and human rights abuses, and to enhance international peace and security. We do this 
in direct contact with other countries or multilaterally through our involvement in global and 
regional organisations, including the EU and the UN. 

Together with our EU and UN partners, and through our Embassies on the ground, we will 
continue to closely monitor crises across the globe, supporting political efforts to resolve con-
flicts, end ethnic violence and human rights abuses, providing humanitarian relief and targeting 
our overseas assistance to communities most in need. Working through global organisations 
such as the United Nations or regional bodies such as the EU or the Organisation for Security 
Cooperation in Europe, the international community is able to bring positive influence to bear 
in the search for political solutions to conflict situations around the world.

Supporting and sustaining peacebuilding efforts has been long been a key element of Ire-
land’s foreign policy. Ireland promotes international peace and security by supporting the work 
programmes of multilateral, regional organisations and leading civil society organisations in 
this field. In 2018, the Department provided approximately €6.7 million euro to 34 organisa-
tions working on peace and security projects across the globe.  Many of these partners have 
significant peace and security programmes in Africa, for example, the Centre for Humanitar-
ian Dialogue works to bring women into peace discussions, Conciliation Resources works to 
involve local communities in peacebuilding activities in the Horn of Africa. In addition the 
Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade is a donor to the UN’s Peacebuilding Fund and the 
Mediation Support Unit. 

Meetings of the EU Foreign Affairs Council provide regular opportunities at which to con-
sider issues as such the below mentioned and to shape the responses of the EU and the wider 
international community to them. The EU has adopted Common Positions on certain countries, 
which attach priority to promoting human rights, democracy, good governance and the rule of 
law. 

Human rights concerns are central to Ireland’s foreign policy. Together with our EU part-
ners, Ireland closely monitors the human rights situations in many countries, where increased 
human rights violations are often a first step on a trajectory to mass atrocity crimes. We do this 
on the basis of information obtained from a variety of sources, including both official channels 
and non-governmental/civil society organisations. Where and when the situation warrants, we 
make known our concerns about human rights violations to the Governments in question. Ire-
land supports the use of the full multilateral human rights machinery in responding to human 
rights abuses including in the EU, UN and the Council of Europe. This includes support for the 
role of UN Human Rights Treaty Monitoring Bodies, Special Procedures Mandate Holders and 
for the convening, where appropriate, of Special Sessions of the UN Human Rights Council. At 
the UN, the EU regularly makes statements on the human rights situations in individual coun-
tries and Ireland is, of course, fully associated with these statements.

Ireland and its EU partners are strong and consistent supporters of the International Crimi-
nal Court. By its very existence, the Court promotes and upholds not only the rule of law but 
also provides a means to bring to account the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern 
to the international community and in this way contributes in a most fundamental way to the 
cause of international peace and justice. The establishment of a number of international courts 
and tribunals in recent years to deal with situations where the most serious crimes of concern 
to the international community have been committed represents a recognition on the part of 
the international community that such courts and tribunals are an essential means of ending 
a culture of impunity and of ensuring respect for international law, in particular international 
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humanitarian law and human rights law. 

Conflict is also the most significant driver of humanitarian need. The UN estimate that over 
134 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance around the world, while over 60 mil-
lion people are displaced. 

Ireland works closely with partners around the world to address these needs. We are com-
mitted to the UN system, and have a strong relationship with the UN’s Office for the Coordina-
tor of Humanitarian Affairs, which leads and coordinates humanitarian response efforts in the 
most severe crises. In 2018 Ireland assumed the Chair of OCHA’s Donor Support Group, and 
in this role we discuss with OCHA and other major donors the response to these humanitarian 
crises. 

Humanitarian needs have never been greater, with the UN estimating total global require-
ments at almost $22 billion. Ireland is a committed humanitarian donor, and in 2017 provided 
over €180 million in humanitarian assistance. This money was used to fund partners, including 
the UN, International Red Cross Movement, and NGOs, to provide life saving assistance to this 
in greatest need. 

27/02/2019WRC01900Foreign Conflicts

27/02/2019WRC0200053. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he, in conjunction with the international community, can positively 
influence the situation in Yemen; if the UN or EU have a role in the situation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9999/19]

27/02/2019WRC02100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Yemen 
is currently the world’s worst humanitarian situation, with the UN warning that the severity of 
need on the ground is deepening. Nearly four years of conflict and catastrophic economic de-
cline are driving the country to the brink of famine. Approximately 14.3 million people are now 
classified as being in acute need of humanitarian aid, with around 3.2 million people requiring 
treatment for acute malnutrition.

The EU and the UN are pushing for a negotiated solution to the conflict that has been driv-
ing this humanitarian need, and the UN Special Envoy, Martin Griffiths, has played a lead-
ing role. The internationally-recognised Government, and the Houthi de facto authorities (also 
known as Ansar al Allah) finally came to the negotiating table in December 2018, due in large 
part to his efforts. Agreements were reached by the parties in Stockholm in December 2018, 
including a fragile ceasefire in the key port city of Hodeidah and an agreement on prisoner ex-
change. Implementation is now crucial in attempting to reach a sustainable political settlement. 

In that regard, the UN Secretary General has urged the international community to sustain 
pressure on the parties to the conflict. Martin Griffiths has thanked the EU for its support thus 
far, saying it would not have been possible to reach agreement in Stockholm without it. On 18 
February, the EU’s Foreign Affairs Council adopted Conclusions , promising to continue to 
engage with all parties to the conflict, as well as with regional actors, in order to support the 
UN-led process. 

Officers from my Department consistently convey the Government’s strong concerns in re-
lation to the Yemen conflict to the Saudi Arabian, United Arab Emirates and Iranian Embassies 
in Dublin. I myself met with the Saudi Arabian Ambassador on 13 February and highlighted the 
importance of the implementation of the Stockholm Agreement, as well as the pressing need to 
ensure access for commercial goods and humanitarian supplies. 
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It is also vitally important that the international community contributes what it can to the 
humanitarian effort in Yemen.  The UN plays an important role in delivering and coordinating 
humanitarian support in Yemen, in facilitating access for commercial goods, and in providing 
oversight through the work of the Human Rights Council and other human rights bodies.  

The EU also has a significant role to play in the delivery of aid. Since the beginning of the 
conflict in 2015, the EU has allocated €233.7 million in humanitarian aid to the Yemen crisis. 

Ireland has provided almost €17.5 million in humanitarian assistance to Yemen since 2015, 
much of which is disbursed via UN agencies, which ensure delivery on the ground. At the UN’s 
Pledging Conference on Yemen yesterday, where my colleague Minister of State Cannon rep-
resented Ireland, we pledged a further €5 million to the UN Yemen Humanitarian Fund, which 
provides assistance in the areas of education, logistics, food security, nutrition and health. 

I am not under any illusion as to the gravity of the situation in Yemen, the scale of which is 
difficult to comprehend. Nonetheless, Ireland, the UN, the EU and the wider international com-
munity all have roles to play in attempting to alleviate the humanitarian crisis and work towards 
a political solution for the people of Yemen. 

27/02/2019WRC02200Humanitarian Aid

27/02/2019WRC0230054. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the situation in Haiti in terms of violence, starvation and the aftermath 
of natural disasters continues to be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10000/19]

27/02/2019WRC02400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Serious 
natural disasters that have affected Haiti over the past number of years have had a devastating 
impact on the country and have led to widespread need among the population. 

While recovery efforts to the 2010 earthquake have continued, subsequent natural events, 
such as Hurricane Matthew in 2016, as well as political and economic factors, have contributed 
to a continuing difficult humanitarian, social and economic situation in the country. 

The recent civil unrest in Port au Prince, and related worrying reports of violence, is a dem-
onstration of the complex situation that remains in the country.

Ireland has been and remains a committed supporter and partner of Haiti, particularly in the 
aftermath of significant natural disasters. For the period of 2010-2017, Ireland provided over 
€27 million in humanitarian and longer term development funding.

In the immediate aftermath of the earthquake, Ireland airlifted 130 tonnes of emergency 
supplies to Haiti for distribution to those most in need. The Government then provided a total 
of €13.9 million in funding for Haiti for the period 2010-2012. 

As a part of Ireland’s support to the ongoing earthquake recovery process, Irish Aid pro-
vided funding to GOAL in 2013, 2014 and 2015 amounting to €1.45 million for resilience and 
water and sanitation projects in Port-au-Prince and Gressier.  

Since the earthquake, there have been 19 deployments of the Irish Aid-administered Rapid 
Response Corps to Haiti to assist in areas such as logistics, engineering and water and sanita-
tion. Members have been deployed to work with organisations such as the UN World Food 
Programme (WFP), Concern Worldwide, Goal and the UN Office for the Coordination of Hu-
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manitarian Affairs (OCHA).

In addition to this humanitarian support, Irish Aid provides longer-term development assis-
tance to the Haitian people. Between 2010 and 2017, over €10.97 million of Irish Aid funding 
was channelled through Concern Worldwide (€8.6 million), the missionary organisation Misean 
Cara (€1.76 million), and Haven (€489,919) for long-term development interventions in Haiti.  

Ireland continued supporting partner organisations in development assistance efforts in 
2018, although final figures with a country breakdown for Haiti are not yet available.  

I can assure the Deputy that Ireland remains committed to working to alleviate the hu-
manitarian needs of the most vulnerable members of the Haitian population and to long-term 
development assistance to strengthen civil society, community and government structures in 
the country. 

27/02/2019WRC02500Humanitarian Aid Provision

27/02/2019WRC0260055. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which international aid continues to be made available to persons in Gaza; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10001/19]

27/02/2019WRC02700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland is a longstanding and steadfast supporter of the Palestinian people and of a 
two-State solution. In 2018, we provided €15.38 million in development and humanitarian as-
sistance to meet the needs of the most vulnerable Palestinian men, women and children, includ-
ing in Gaza. This was our highest level of funding ever. 

In the Tánaiste’s recent visits to the region, he has witnessed first-hand the increasingly 
fragile humanitarian situation on the ground and the daily challenges for the Gazan people. The 
ongoing Gaza blockade and recurrent outbreaks of hostilities have eroded basic infrastructure, 
service delivery, livelihoods and coping mechanisms. It is clear that humanitarian needs in 
Gaza are critical and that all key services, particularly the health service, are under severe strain.

Ireland has responded to the humanitarian needs of the Palestinian people, including in 
Gaza, for many years. Our funding is channelled primarily through UN and multi-lateral part-
ners. In 2018, we significantly increased our funding to the UN Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees (UNRWA), providing an overall contribution of €9 million, so that they could continue 
to provide basic services such as food aid, education and health to some 5.3 million registered 
Palestine refugees, 1.4 million of whom are in Gaza. This was an increase of €3.5 million on 
their 2017 allocation.

We also provided €500,000 in 2018 to support the work of the UN Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in the occupied Palestinian territory. This included 
€300,000 for the OCHA-managed Humanitarian Fund. This is used to support the emergency 
response operations of NGOs and UN agencies. In 2018, over 80% of the oPt Humanitarian 
Fund addressed urgent needs in Gaza. The fund also played a particularly important role in the 
international response to the injuries suffered by thousands of Gaza residents during the “Great 
March of Return” protests last year.

In 2019, Ireland is committed to increasing our support to the Palestinian people. We are 
working with the Palestinian Water Authority on the delivery of solar energy in Gaza to help 
alleviate the critical shortage of power there. This power shortage is crippling the Gazan econ-
omy and makes daily life and any form of economic activity very difficult and is one of the 
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factors contributing to political instability.  

We are also expanding our programme of scholarships for Palestinian students with the 
recent launch of the Ireland-Palestine Scholarship Programme. This new dedicated programme 
will offer over twenty full scholarships this year to Palestinian students, including in Gaza, to 
study a wide variety of Master’s level courses in higher education institutions in Ireland.  Im-
proving the opportunities for young Palestinians to access quality education has been a priority 
for Ireland in our work in Palestine for many years.

Issues related to the situation in Palestine, including the humanitarian situation in Gaza, are 
regularly discussed with our EU partners. The EU and its Member States are the largest con-
tributors of assistance to the Palestinian people. Ireland will continue to press, at EU level and 
elsewhere, to maintain focus on the humanitarian needs in Gaza and for an end to the continuing 
blockade. In the meantime, we will continue to offer the humanitarian support which is essen-
tial in addressing the ongoing basic and emergency needs of people in Gaza.

27/02/2019WRC02800EU Issues

27/02/2019WRC0290056. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the European Union continues to positively influence the situation in 
all European countries with a view to ensuring less reliance on populism; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [10002/19]

27/02/2019WRC0300057. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if all EU countries and non-EU countries with which the EU has or may have close rela-
tions are adequately aware of the dangers of populism; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [10003/19]

27/02/2019WRC0310058. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which he remains satisfied that populism or racism can have no place 
throughout the European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10004/19]

27/02/2019WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 56 to 58, inclusive, together.  

The last number of years have been marked by a period of reflection and debate on the fu-
ture direction of the European Union. This has included addressing challenges including popu-
lism and racism.   

The ‘Leaders’ Agenda’, endorsed by the European Council in 2017, is a work programme 
that seeks to find solutions to the main political challenges and priorities of the EU in the run up 
to the European Parliament elections. The aim is that EU Institutions and Member States should 
deliver practical improvements to the lives of citizens through policies to promote jobs and 
growth and by addressing internal and external challenges such as populism and racism. Com-
pletion of the single market and Digital Single Market – which Ireland has been pushing – are 
two ways of doing that.   

The wider debate will culminate in an informal summit in Sibiu next May. Leaders are ex-
pected to mark the occasion with a renewed commitment to an EU that delivers on issues that 
really matter to people. At that meeting, Heads of State or Government will discuss priorities 
for the next institutional cycle, with a view to agreeing on the next Strategic Agenda (2019-
2024) in June 2019.   
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Engaging meaningfully with citizens across the Union; listening and responding to their 
concerns is a key means of combatting populism and racism and ensuring support for our work 
on EU issues.   

It will also be important that parties which reject populism receive the strong support of the 
public in the forthcoming elections to the European Parliament.

27/02/2019WRC03500Common Security and Defence Policy

27/02/2019WRC0360059. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the EU and UN remain alert to the threat of organisations (details sup-
plied); the extent of the success of the international community in this regard over recent years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10005/19]

27/02/2019WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I remain deeply concerned by the threat to peace and security represented by armed 
groups such as Boko Haram and Al Shabaab.  The Government consistently condemns their 
brutal attacks on civilian populations, and particularly the impact of such violence on women 
and girls. 

The violent attack on the DusitD2 Complex in Nairobi last month was a reminder of the 
impact of such extremism, which impacts on the daily life of so many outside capital cities. 

Ireland is working with partners to implement a comprehensive approach that addresses the 
root causes of radicalisation and violence in both regions.  The EU is engaged through politi-
cal dialogue, EU Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions (including EUCAP 
Somalia, EUNAVFOR Operation Atalanta and EUTM Somalia), and development and humani-
tarian cooperation. The Irish Defence Forces and other Irish experts have participated in many 
different CSDP Missions, often at a senior level - the former Director of the Irish Coast Guard 
deployed to Mogadishu to take up the position of Deputy Head of Mission at EUCAP Somalia 
in January this year. Ireland’s participation in these CSDP Missions allows us to contribute to 
international peace and security, to protect human rights, and to support conditions for sustain-
able development. 

The EU is also actively supporting capacity building operations in the areas of maritime 
law enforcement and training, while in territories affected by Boko Haram, the EU has pledged 
€50 million in support of the Multinational Joint Taskforce which promotes regional security. 
The EU provides considerable support to the UN-mandated AMISOM, the African Union-led 
peacekeeping mission in Somalia, to combat the serious threat posed by Al-Shabaab. Through 
a wide variety of programmes and partnerships, the EU also supports the strengthening of So-
malia’s Government institutions. 

Ireland works bilaterally, as an EU Member State, and with UN partners to promote peace 
and security in areas affected by armed groups. The Embassies of Ireland in Nairobi and Abuja 
actively monitor the situation on the ground, advise on humanitarian response and guide Ire-
land’s engagement in EU and UN forums. 

In addition, Ireland works with partners on our collective humanitarian response. In 2018, 
Ireland provided €5.5 million in humanitarian support to the Somalia and €4.8 million to the 
Lake Chad region. As well as this direct bilateral aid, Ireland has also contributed significantly 
to humanitarian support through the multilateral system and via the EU. The European Union 
last year provided almost €89 million to Somalia and €90 million to the Lake Chad region. 
Ireland is the 7th largest donor to the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund, which last year 
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allocated €15 million to Somalia and €43 million to the Lake Chad region. With humanitarian 
needs likely to remain acute throughout 2019, Irish funding will continue to target those most 
in need.

27/02/2019WRC03800EU Issues

27/02/2019WRC0390060. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which all EU countries and applicant countries for EU membership re-
main committed to the acquis communautaire; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[10006/19]

27/02/2019WRC04000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All EU 
Member State are bound by the acquis communautaire under the Treaties. 

The EU has opened formal negotiations with two countries in the Western Balkans: Monte-
negro and Serbia. Both of these countries opened new negotiating chapters at their respective 
Accession Conferences in Brussels in December 2018. Montenegro now has 32 of 35 opened 
chapters, while, for Serbia, that number is 16. Further Accession Conferences will be planned, 
as appropriate, in order to take the process forward in the first half of 2019.

Progress has also been made in both the Republic of North Macedonia and Albania. The 
June 2018 Council conclusions on Enlargement set out the path towards opening accession 
negotiations with both countries in June 2019 subject to progress.

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, the commitment to advance on the European path needs to be trans-
lated urgently into comprehensive reform results on the ground. 

Kosovo is at an early stage of its EU path – it is essential that greater efforts are made to 
build consensus across the political spectrum to advance Kosovo’s European agenda and to ac-
celerate the implementation of the required comprehensive reforms.

With regard to Turkey, Ireland has, together with our EU partners, expressed its serious con-
cerns regarding the situation with respect to human rights, freedom of expression, rule of law, 
and democracy in the country. The EU still considers Turkey as a ‘key partner’, and it formally 
remains a candidate for EU membership, but given the current circumstances, the June 2018 
Council conclusions on Enlargement noted that Turkey has been moving further away from the 
European Union, stating that accession negotiations have effectively come to a standstill and 
that no further chapters can be considered for opening or closing at this point in time. Neither is 
any further work towards the modernisation of the EU-Turkey Customs Union foreseen

27/02/2019WRC04100Overseas Development Aid Data

27/02/2019WRC0420061. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the degree to which various donor countries have contributed to international aid in line 
with their original promise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10007/19]

27/02/2019WRC04300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The best known target in international aid proposes to raise official development as-
sistance (ODA) to 0.7% of donors’ gross national income. This target was included in a 1970’s 
UN Resolution where each economically advanced country agreed to progressively increase its 
ODA to developing countries and to exert its best efforts to reach this target. While not many 
countries have achieved this target it has been reaffirmed on many occasions and remains an 
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important benchmark that influences countries ODA allocations.

Total ODA in 2017 from members of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
was equivalent to 0.31% of their combined GNI. That year, five DAC members – Denmark, 
Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom – met the 0.7% United Nations target. 

The Netherlands exceeded the UN ODA target of 0.7% of gross national income (GNI) ev-
ery year from 1975 to 2012, but its percentage contribution dropped below 0.7% in 2013 and is 
currently at about 0.65%. Having achieved the target in 2016, Germany slipped back in 2017 to 
join 24 other DAC donors under the threshold.

Importantly, there has been an increase in funds flowing to countries most in need of aid, 
following several years of decline, with bilateral aid to least-developed countries increasing by 
4% to $26 billion in 2017. Aid to Africa that year rose by 3% to $29 billion and, within that, aid 
to sub-Saharan Africa increased 3% to $25 billion. 

In Global Ireland 2025, the Government strategy to double our global footprint and impact, 
the Government committed to delivering the United Nations target of 0.7% of GNI for ODA 
by 2030. This week the Government will publish a new policy for international development 
which will provide a framework for this expansion. 

The Government has increased Irish ODA by 32% since 2014. Overall Irish ODA in 2019 
is forecast to reach almost €817 million, an increase of 16% or approximately €110 million on 
the original 2018 allocation, and the highest allocation to ODA in a decade. 

Ireland has developed a reputation over many years for delivering high quality, untied, 
focused and coherent development cooperation. Regular peer reviews by the OECD DAC pro-
vide solid evidence of this reputation and in 2018 Ireland was judged by the Overseas Develop-
ment Institute to be the most efficient donor in targeting extreme poverty. 

27/02/2019WRC04400Foreign Policy

27/02/2019WRC0450062. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the extent to which the use of child soldiers continues to be a focus for the international 
community with particular reference to specific measures to address the issues; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [10008/19]

27/02/2019WRC04600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
recruitment and use of child soldiers during conflict remains a serious problem globally. Tens 
of thousands of children are recruited and used as soldiers in conflicts around the world. Since 
2002, the Secretary-General of the United Nations has issued an annual report on children and 
armed conflict which lists all armed groups – both state and non-state – that recruit and use 
children. The most recent report, published in May 2018, indicated that children continue to be 
disproportionately affected by armed conflict in many country situations. The report also noted 
that in 2017, there was a large increase in the number of violations compared with the number 
reported for 2016.

The recruitment and use of children as soldiers is explicitly prohibited under international 
humanitarian law and human rights law. In 1999, the UN Security Council passed its first Reso-
lution, UNSCR 1261, on the impact of armed conflict on children and condemned violations 
in that context. In the same year, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 
entered into force. Article 22 of the Charter sets out a prohibition on the recruitment and direct 
participation in hostilities of any person under the age of 18 years.
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Ever since, the Security Council has established important tools to strengthen child protec-
tion and to strengthen implementation of international standards, including the position of UN 
Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict who investigates and develops best 
practices to address the recruitment and use of child soldiers. 

Ireland remains committed to the eradication of the recruitment and use of child soldiers.  In 
addition to the focus in our development programmes on addressing the socio-economic causes 
which can lead to conflict, and the recruitment of child soldiers, Ireland also supports more 
targeted interventions by working with organizations such as UNICEF, the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights and institutions such as the International Criminal Court.

27/02/2019WRC04700Home Building Finance Ireland Establishment

27/02/2019WRC0480063. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if the requirement for a de-
posit by a developer (details supplied) for a Home Building Finance Ireland loan in respect of a 
turnkey social housing project will be removed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9781/19]

27/02/2019WRC04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): HBFI has been established as an inde-
pendent, commercial entity to provide lending for new housing construction. As Minister for 
Finance I do not have any role in these commercial decisions and it is not appropriate for me to 
comment on individual credit applications.

HBFI lending activities must be both commercial and comply with State aid rules.  I am 
advised by HBFI that it intends to engage with approved voluntary and co-operative housing 
bodies with a view to identifying commercially viable lending opportunities to support new 
social housing delivery that are in line with HBFI’s independent, commercial mandate.  Further 
information on HBFI’s lending criteria are available on its website, www.hbfi.ie  .

27/02/2019WRC05000Motor Insurance Coverage

27/02/2019WRC0510064. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9796/19]

27/02/2019WRC05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting such rules.  
Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the pricing level or 
terms or conditions that they should apply in respect of particular categories of drivers or ve-
hicles.  

In making their individual decisions on whether to offer cover and what terms to apply, in-
surers will use a combination of rating factors, which include how the vehicle is used, as well as 
the age and type of the vehicle, the age of the driver, the relevant claims record and driving ex-
perience, and the number of drivers.  My understanding is that insurers do not all use the same 
combination of rating factors, and as a result prices and availability of cover varies across the 
market.  In addition, insurance companies will price in accordance with their own past claims 
experience, meaning that in relation to particular categories, different insurance companies will 
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have different views.

However, it is acknowledged that pricing in the motor insurance sector has been subject 
to a lot of volatility in recent years with a related problem, as referred to in the PQ, being the 
availability of cover in the first place.  These issues were the main impetus for the establish-
ment of the Cost of Insurance Working Group.  Its Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance   was 
published in January 2017.  The Report makes 33 recommendations with 71 associated actions, 
set out within an Action Plan. 

Work is ongoing on the implementation of the recommendations by the relevant Govern-
ment Departments and Agencies and it is envisaged that the next quarterly Progress Update   on 
implementation will be completed shortly and concentrate in particular on outlining the defini-
tive position in relation to all of the 33 recommendations from the Motor Report as the last of 
the deadlines within its Action Plan passed at the end of 2018. 

In this regard, it is important to acknowledge that, according to the CSO statistics, pricing in 
the motor insurance market has stabilised over the last year, albeit it is accepted that premiums 
are still at a high level for many people and that further decreases would be desirable.  With the 
full implementation of all of the recommendations of the Cost of Insurance Working Group, I 
believe that Ireland will be more attractive to new entrants thus increasing capacity as well as 
competition which should have a positive impact in niche areas such as motor insurance for 
musicians.

Finally, as the Deputy may be aware, if a consumer is unable to secure a quotation on the 
open market, they may be in a position to avail of the Declined Cases Agreement (DCA) pro-
cess.  Under the terms of the DCA, which is adhered to by all motor insurers in Ireland, the 
insurance market will not refuse to provide insurance to an individual seeking insurance if the 
person has approached at least three insurers and has not been able to obtain cover from them.  
In this regard, there are further details available on the Insurance Ireland website, while more 
generally, Insurance Ireland also operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who 
have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  The relevant contact 
details are: feedback@insuranceireland.eu or declined@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.

27/02/2019WRC05300Departmental Agencies Expenditure

27/02/2019WRC0540065. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid by the Na-
tional Treasury Management Agency and the National Asset Management Agency for public 
relations in 2018; the amount paid to each firm; the rates that apply; when the main public rela-
tions contracts for the two agencies are up for renewal; and the firms that operate the contracts 
concerned. [9863/19]

27/02/2019WRC05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA) that current contract for public relations was awarded to Gor-
don MRM on 3 May 2018.  The duration of the contract is 3 years and may be extended by the 
NTMA for a further period or periods in aggregate of up to two years.

Public Relations
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Year Details of Events, Campaigns   or 
Policies

Company or Indi-
vidual

Amount

2018 Provision of 24 hour out of hours 
contacts for media across all the 
NTMA business areas including the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of 
Ireland (SBCI)

Gordon MRM €105,780.00 (NTMA 
including SBCI)

The NTMA have also advised that in Quarter 3 of 2017, the National Asset Management 
Agency (NAMA) Board took the decision to tender for a press and communications services 
provider to NAMA under a separate contract from the NTMA. Following a competitive public 
procurement process, Gordon MRM successfully tendered for this contract which commenced 
in January 2018. The duration of the contract is 2 years and may be extended by NAMA for a 
further period of up to two years.

Public Relations

Year Details of Events, Campaigns   or Poli-
cies

Company or Individual Amount

2018 Provision of 24 hour out of hours con-
tacts for media 

Gordon MRM €108,240.00 

All figures supplied are inclusive of VAT

27/02/2019WRC05600NAMA Expenditure

27/02/2019WRC0570066. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid out by the 
National Asset Management Agency to receivers in 2018, by firm in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9864/19]

27/02/2019WRC05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by NAMA that receivers 
appointed to NAMA-secured properties are selected from NAMA’s insolvency service provider 
panel which was established following a competitive public procurement process. I am advised 
that, arising from this process, very competitive fixed-fee rates were achieved relative to pre-
vailing market norms.  

I am advised that, in general, fees are not paid to receivers directly by NAMA but are instead 
paid out of the proceeds of assets under receivership or the management of these assets, pend-
ing realisation. Fees for any particular insolvency are set by reference to the fees quoted by the 
insolvency practitioner as part of the public procurement process.  All appointments are subject 
to on-going monitoring and evaluation and, in many cases, additional fee reductions are negoti-
ated to ensure that fees are appropriate for the amount of work remaining on any given appoint-
ment. Typically fees reduce as the assignment progresses and the number of assets reduces by 
way of disposals or otherwise.  However, this depends on the complexity of the insolvency and 
the issues that may emerge during its course.   

I am advised that, in respect of 2018, a small number of fee payments have yet to be fi-
nalised. The table below sets out receiver fees which have been approved to date in respect of 
the provision of insolvency services for 2018. The figures outlined are provisional and subject 
to change pending finalisation of fee approvals for 2018. 
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IP Firm Fee approved
€

BDO 248,615 
Crowe 182,550 
Deloitte 1,822,536 
Duff and Phelps Ireland 549,993 
EY 271,500 
Friel Stafford 22,139 
Grant Thornton 937,395 
GVA Donal O’Buachalla 44,260 
GVA Grimley 24,700 
Hughes Blake 11,940 
HWBC 242,500 
KPMG 212,330 
Lisney 60,000 
Mazars 782,055 
McKeogh Gallagher Ryan 175,030 
McStay Luby 524,845 
Moorefield’s 38,500 
O’Dwyer Property Mgmt. 108,250 
PWC 370,949 
RBK 267,119 
RSM Ireland 1,151,823 
RSM UK 165,855 
Savills 53,200 
Smith Williamson 15,023 

Total* 8,283,107 
*Total fees as approved by 25/02/2019

27/02/2019WRD00200Amusement Machine Licences

27/02/2019WRD0030067. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the steps the Revenue Com-
missioners are taking to ensure all gaming machines in use are properly licensed and not be-
ing passed off as amusement machines to bypass the laws governing the area; if the Revenue 
Commissioners are taking measures to ensure that gaming licences are only issued for premises 
operating in areas in which Part III of the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956 is in operation; if 
arrangements exist between the Revenue Commissioners and An Garda Síochána to enforce 
laws regarding gaming and unlicensed machines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9904/19]

27/02/2019WRD0040069. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the number of gaming machines 
seized by the Revenue Commissioners in areas in which Part III of the Gaming and Lotteries 
Act 1956 is not in force in each of the years 2016 to 2018, in tabular form. [9993/19]

27/02/2019WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 67 
and 69 together.
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In relation to PQ 9904/19, Gaming machines and amusement machines which are made 
available for play must have a valid excise licence issued by Revenue. Legislation for gaming 
machines is contained in the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956 and the Finance Act 1975.  Legis-
lation for Amusement Machines is contained in the Finance Act 1992.   

An operator of gaming machines must first apply to the District Court for a certificate for 
a gaming licence. This is required for each premises where it is intended to make gaming ma-
chines available for play. Provided the District Court grants this certificate, the operator must 
apply to Revenue for a Gaming Licence for each premises concerned. The Gaming and Lotter-
ies Act 1956 provides that Revenue shall, on the application of a person who has been granted 
a certificate for a gaming licence by the District Court and on payment of the relevant excise 
duty, issue to that person a Gaming Licence.  

Under the Finance Act 1975, an operator of gaming machines must also apply to Revenue 
for a Gaming Machine Licence in respect of each gaming machine made available for play. 
Gaming Machine Licences may only be issued by Revenue to an operator who already holds a 
Gaming Licence (for premises) and who has paid the relevant excise duty.  

I am advised by Revenue that it commenced a nationwide compliance project in 2017 in 
relation to the gaming and amusement sector, including compliance with licensing laws. Rev-
enue’s enforcement of the law in relation to gaming machine licensing is based on detecting 
machines that are unlicensed and detecting gaming machines that have been licensed improp-
erly as amusement machines. To date, in addition to audit settlements and other outcomes aris-
ing from the project, a total of 293 gaming machines have been seized by Revenue for breaches 
of the licensing laws. I am also advised that Revenue liaises with an Garda Síochána in relation 
to the implementation of the national compliance project in individual cases where this is ap-
propriate and necessary.

Regarding PQ 9993/19, I am advised by Revenue that, in accordance with section 43 of the 
Finance Act 1975, a gaming machine which is made available for play in a public place without 
a Gaming Machine Licence is liable to forfeiture and may be seized. This provision applies ir-
respective of whether the machine is operated in an area for which the relevant Local Authority 
has elected to permit gaming under Part III of the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956, or not.

The table sets out the number of seizures of gaming machines by Revenue under the provi-
sions of section 43 in the years requested by the Deputy. Revenue has also confirmed that while 
it does not maintain records of the areas in which the relevant Local Authority permits gaming, 
it understands that most seizures have occurred in areas where it is not permitted.   

Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 (to date)
Number of gaming machines seized 0 0 158 135

27/02/2019WRD00600Tracker Mortgage Examination

27/02/2019WRD0070068. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 70 and 76 of 21 February 2019, the reason for the difference between those 1,250 
tracker complaints on hand at the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman and the subset 
of 645 under active investigation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9973/19]

27/02/2019WRD00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Firstly, I must point out that the Fi-
nancial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) is independent in the performance of his 
statutory functions.  I have no role in the day to day workings of the office or in the decisions 
which he takes.
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However the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman has informed me that while the 
Central Bank Examination was still underway individual tracker mortgage-related complaints 
were placed on hold pending confirmation that the Central Bank Examination had concluded in 
respect of those complainants.  In July 2018, a decision was taken to begin to take complaints 
that could potentially progress off hold. 

Complaints relating to tracker mortgage rates where the complainant has completed the Pro-
vider’s internal dispute resolution process and where they have availed of the Independent Ap-
peals Process if open to them are now being progressed by the FSPO.  Those complaints which 
have not yet reached that state remain on hold.  Complaints that have been confirmed by the 
Provider not to have been impacted by the Central Bank Examination are also being progressed. 

As at 20 February 2019, there were 1250 complaints on hand that are linked to the tracker 
mortgage rate issue.  Of these 1250 complaints, 645 relate to:  

(a) complaints that have been confirmed by the Provider not to have been impacted by the 
Central Bank Examination, or  

(b) complaints where the complainant has completed the Provider’s internal dispute resolu-
tion process and where they have availed of the Independent Appeals Process if open to them.  

Those complaints which have not yet reached the state outlined in either (a) or (b) above 
remain on hold (605 complaints).  

I would also remind the Deputy that the FSPO wrote to all members of the Houses of the 
Oireachtas informing them of the Protocol for the Provision of Information to Members of the 
Oireachtas by State Bodies and providing a dedicated email address for the timely provision of 
information to members of the Oireachtas.

Question No. 69 answered with Question No. 67.

27/02/2019WRD01000Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme

27/02/2019WRD0110070. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
pensioners (details supplied) were not informed before a decision was taken in June 2018 to not 
permit further transfers to and from the public transfer section and the scheme in view of the 
fact that the effect of this decision is to reduce member benefits. [9788/19]

27/02/2019WRD01200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to a question from the Deputy, on 2 May 2018 I advised the Dáil that 

“Irish Airlines Pensions has advised this Department that as a result of the deficit that exists 
on the Irish Airlines Superannuation Scheme (IASS) pension fund, it is not in a position to fully 
fund transfers effected through the Public Sector Transfer Network (PSTN).

The rules of the PSTN require a full transfer of pension entitlements. In the case of funded 
pension schemes, this means that a transfer payment must be made in respect of all pensionable 
service with the first organisation, calculated in accordance with the relevant actuarial tables 
under paragraph 16(d) of the transfer scheme rules. Payment of a lesser amount will mean that 
the funds received by the second organization will not reflect the full service to be transferred.

Accordingly, there is no possibility of transfers involving the IASS being effected within the 
PSTN under these circumstances”
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Irish Airlines Pensions DAC were advised formally of my Department’s position on the 
IASS membership of the PSTN on 14 June 2018.

27/02/2019WRD01300Departmental Contracts Data

27/02/2019WRD0140071. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of engineering projects completed under contract work management framework since 2009 
in tabular form; the costs associated with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9819/19]

27/02/2019WRD01500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The details 
sought by the Deputy are not available centrally.  The management of individual contracts is a 
matter for the relevant contracting authorities and my Department does not have a central coor-
dination role in relation to contracts entered into by all state authorities.  

However information on the types of public works contracts that contracting authorities 
intend to use on public works projects that are advertised on eTenders has been available since 
2013 following enhancements made to the eTenders service in 2012.

The Capital Works Management Framework (CWMF) was developed to deliver the Gov-
ernment’s objectives in relation to public sector construction procurement reform. It consists 
of a suite of best practice guidance, standard contracts and generic template documents.  The 
primary CWMF engineering contracts are the ‘Public Works Contract for Civil Engineering 
Works Designed by the Employer’ (PW-CF3) and the ‘Public Works Contract for Civil Engi-
neering Works Designed by the Contractor’ (PW-CF4).  However it should be noted that the 
‘Public Works Contract for Minor Building or Civil Engineering Works Designed by the Em-
ployer’ (PW-CF5) and the ‘Public Works Short Form of Contract’ (PW-CF6) may also be used 
for smaller value engineering projects up to €5m (PW-CF5 - €1m to €5m; and up to €1m for 
PW-CF6).

eTenders is managed by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP) and a summary of 
the number of contract notices published by contracting authorities on eTenders indicating the 
use of the PW-CF3 or PW-CF4 is set out below. A contract notice indicates a contracting au-
thority’s intention to award a contract and marks the beginning of a tender process, it does not 
signify whether the process concluded in the award of a contract.  Data is only available from 
April 2013.

2013 (from April) 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 (to date)
PW-CF3 54 58 42 29 55 36 3
PW-CF4 33 15 10 15 26 23 3

27/02/2019WRD01600Special Educational Needs Service Provision

27/02/2019WRD0170072. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a child 
(details supplied) has not received a SNA; when a SNA will be allocated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9901/19]

27/02/2019WRD01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  
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The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

27/02/2019WRD01900Summer Works Scheme Eligibility

27/02/2019WRD0200073. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there is funding 
available to schools for school gardens development, play spaces within school development 
and adventure trails within schools grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9922/19]

27/02/2019WRD0210081. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are grants or 
funding available to schools that have land adjacent to their priorities for the development of 
children play spaces for the pupils such as activity trails and so on; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9919/19]

27/02/2019WRD02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 73 and 81 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) is designed to allow 
schools, on a devolved funding basis, to carry out necessary improvement and refurbishment 
works that will upgrade existing school facilities including play areas. 

It is open to school authorities to apply under the next Summer Works Scheme which will 
open for applications in 2019 for projects to be delivered from summer 2020. It is important to 
note that schools may only apply for funding if the proposed works are within the vested school 
site.

In the meantime, it is open to all primary schools to use their Minor Works Grant to under-
take works to their play areas etc. should they consider the works to be a priority.  

27/02/2019WRD02300Education Policy

27/02/2019WRD0240074. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the changes 
made in relation to the basic requirements of masters students that are affected by the rise in 
basic requirements for access to primary teaching courses can also be applied to mature access 
students in third-level that are now required to complete their programme and achieve the high-
er requirements in one academic year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9790/19]

27/02/2019WRD02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Having relatively high mini-
mum entry requirements in core subject areas of Irish, English and Mathematics is one of the 
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key policy levers that help ensure quality teaching and learning in primary schools.  

In October 2017, changes were announced setting higher minimum entry standards to pri-
mary programmes of initial teacher education for Leaving Certificate Maths, English and Irish. 

In determining the revised entry requirements, care was taken not to disadvantage those 
students who have already commenced the senior cycle and this meant that the changes were 
to commence from 2019. 

On 30th January, I announced the deferral of the introduction of the new minimum entry 
requirements in respect of students starting a primary Professional Master of Education (PME) 
from 2019 to 2020. This deferral applies to students who have commenced an undergraduate 
degree (as distinct from a Bachelor of Education degree) and are planning to apply for the (post-
graduate) PME for entry in September 2019.

The new minimum entry requirements are the appropriate standard but the original timing 
of their introduction may have caused difficulties for some students already studying an under-
graduate degree and planning on undertaking a PME as an entry route to primary teaching. 

The higher minimum entry requirements, announced in October 2017, will continue to ap-
ply from September 2019 for students planning on entering the undergraduate Bachelor of 
Education (Primary) programme. 

In summary, the minimum entry requirements required for students commencing Initial 
Teacher Education Programmes in 2019 and 2020 are as follows:

Entry 2019 (Professional Master of Education (PME) Route) - Irish: H5, English: H7/O5, 
Maths: H7/O6

Entry 2019 (Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) Route) - Irish: H4, English: H7/O4, Maths: H7/
O4

Entry 2020 and beyond (PME and B. Ed. Routes) - Irish: H4, English: H7/O4, Maths: H7/
O4.

27/02/2019WRD02600Education Fees

27/02/2019WRD0270075. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an im-
migration levy is payable for non-EEA national students with children attending State schools; 
if so, the amount of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9834/19]

27/02/2019WRD02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The immigration regime 
which applies to non-EEA students seeking to have their children accompany them during their 
study period in Ireland is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality.  I can 
confirm that this Department does not administer an immigration levy for non-EEA students 
attending state schools.

27/02/2019WRD02900Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2019WRD0300076. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
progress being made on the planning and development of a new site for a school (details sup-
plied) in County Offaly [9838/19]
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27/02/2019WRD03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is in the process of being devolved for delivery to the local 
Education and Training Board (ETB). 

The first step in this process is the execution of a Service Level Agreement between my 
Department and the ETB and this is being arranged.  Thereafter, the ETB will procure a design 
team for the project to design the buildings, obtain the necessary statutory planning permissions 
and move the project onward to construction in due course.  As the project is at an early stage in 
the delivery process, it is not possible at this time to give a date for its completion.   

27/02/2019WRD03200Schools Building Projects Status

27/02/2019WRD0330077. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of progress 
of a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9852/19]

27/02/2019WRD03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s Capital 
Programme. 

My Department is currently finalising the project brief with a view to progressing the proj-
ect into the architectural planning process. The brief is expected to be completed shortly and 
my Department will be in further contact with the patron, who has agreed to deliver the project, 
when the process has been completed.  

27/02/2019WRD03500Minor Works Scheme Eligibility

27/02/2019WRD0360078. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there are grants 
available for primary schools in areas (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9868/19]

27/02/2019WRD03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is open to primary schools 
to use their minor works grants to install energy efficient lights in their schools if they so wish.  
The capitation grant at both primary and post-primary level, which is for the general running 
costs of schools, may also be used for this purpose.

My Department is currently engaged with the SEAI on the delivery of a National Energy 
Efficiency Upgrade Pilot Programme to implement a range of energy efficiency measures in a 
small number of typical schools.  The purpose of this pilot programme, which builds on a simi-
lar programme carried out in 2017, is to test a variety of approaches to develop a scalable model 
of energy efficiency retrofits in the school sector to be rolled out as funding becomes available.

27/02/2019WRD03800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

27/02/2019WRD0390079. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a child 
(details supplied) has not received a SNA; when a SNA will be allocated; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9902/19]

27/02/2019WRD04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
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(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

27/02/2019WRD04100School Accommodation Provision

27/02/2019WRD0420080. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for the adja-
cent prefabricated buildings and the site occupied by schools (details supplied); if part of these 
buildings and-or site will be used by the playschool which currently operates from a prefab 
but which has been excluded from the permanent build; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9916/19]

27/02/2019WRD04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is aware that 
a play school is operating in temporary accommodation in one of the schools referred to by the 
Deputy. This appears to be an initiative of that school and my Department is not party to this 
arrangement. As the site and prefabricated buildings currently in use by the schools are rented, 
my Department will be terminating both leases as soon as the schools in question move into 
their new buildings.

Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 73.

27/02/2019WRD04500Teacher Recruitment

27/02/2019WRD0460082. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is taking 
to address teaching shortages across the primary school sector; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the temporary replacement panel to recruit short-term replacements is perceived 
to be completely inadequate and does not provide a level of cover to wide areas nationally; and 
the steps he would advise a school principal to take in circumstances in which a temporary re-
placement teacher cannot be provided or located. [9937/19]

27/02/2019WRD04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Management bodies and 
schools have, in recent years, reported difficulties in recruiting teachers. At primary level this 
relates mainly to the recruitment of substitute teachers and at post-primary level to the recruit-
ment of teachers of certain subjects.

In response to these difficulties, the Teacher Supply Steering Group, chaired by the Secre-
tary General of my Department, was established in March of last year. 
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The Steering Group is considering the issues that impact on teacher supply under four pol-
icy headings: initial teacher education policy, provision, funding and support; data/research 
requirements; policies and arrangements for schools and teachers that impact on teacher mo-
bility/supply; and promotion of the teaching profession. The Steering Group is supported by a 
number of working groups which are looking in detail at the issues under these broad headings. 
In undertaking its task, the Group is cognisant of the requirement that all persons wishing to 
teach in recognised schools must meet the professional registration standards and criteria set 
by the Teaching Council, which is the professional regulatory body for the teaching profession.

The Deputy will be aware that In November 2018, I published the Action Plan for Teacher 
Supply setting out actions in the four policy areas. Actions include:

-  The identification of data to support the analysis of teacher supply and demand. 

-  In December 2018, a national campaign to promote the teaching profession was launched 
across a number of platforms, including radio and digital media, supported by a new ‘Teaching 
Transforms’ webpage providing information about teaching as a career.  

-  The development of an online teacher and substitute teacher recruitment portal is being 
explored

-  The Teaching Council is undertaking a review of the implementation of the guidelines for 
student teacher school placements.

-  In the current academic year, an additional €1m has been allocated to the Student As-
sistance Fund for Professional Master of Education students, increasing the overall fund to 
€10.1m.

-  For the 2018/19 school year the restrictions on the employment of teachers on career 
break were suspended.

-  The Teaching Council is developing more streamlined processes for the registration of 
teachers qualified in jurisdictions outside the State.

In addition, following from the Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022:

-  Marino Institute of Education will, from 2019, provide a 4-year Irish-medium B Ed for 
primary teachers.

-  An Irish-medium Masters in Education for primary and post-primary teachers, including 
principals, commenced in September 2018 in Mary Immaculate College.

There is currently no temporary replacement panel to recruit short term replacement teach-
ers. However, the Deputy may wish to note that, following from the Action Plan for Teacher 
Supply, the Department is currently undertaking an analysis of the potential for a supply panel 
scheme for primary schools. 

It is my Department’s policy that only qualified personnel should be employed by schools 
as teachers. Unqualified personnel should not be appointed except in exceptional circumstances 
and only when all avenues for recruiting qualified personnel have been exhausted and only for 
quite limited time periods. Circular 0031/2011 issued by my Department details a cascade of 
measures for the recruitment of teachers by schools, prioritising registered teachers over retired 
registered teachers and unregistered people.

Other than the limited exceptions under Ministerial Regulations, Section 30 of the Teaching 
Council Act 2001, prohibits payment from Oireachtas funds to people employed as teachers in 
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recognised schools unless they are registered with the teaching Council. The limited exceptions 
provided for in the regulations allow for an unregistered person to be appointed where an em-
ployer has made all reasonable efforts to appoint a registered teacher and no registered teacher 
is available to take up the position in question.  An unregistered person, so appointed, may not 
be paid from public funds for a continuous period of more than 5 consecutive school days.  The 
employer must be satisfied that any such person appointed is competent and capable of acting 
in the place of a registered teacher in the school. The employer must also continue to make all 
reasonable efforts to employ a registered teacher. 

27/02/2019WRD04800Teacher Recruitment

27/02/2019WRD0490083. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is taking 
to assist primary schools that are experiencing difficulties in recruiting suitable SNA support. 
[9938/19]

27/02/2019WRD05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The recruitment and appoint-
ment of Special Needs Assistants is a matter for the individual school authority. Department’s 
Circulars 34/ 2018 and 21/2011 and Appendix H of the Governance Manual for Primary Schools 
2015-2019 sets out the current minimum educational requirements for appointment as a Special 
Needs Assistant (SNA). 

People appointed to SNA posts are required to have: 

1. A FETAC level 3 major qualification on the National Framework of Qualifications, OR

2. A minimum of three grade Ds in the Junior Certificate, OR

3. Equivalent

The above are the minimum qualifications required for appointment as a SNA. The actual 
requirements for a post will vary depending on the specific needs of the children and the school 
to which the SNA is to be appointed. When recruiting an SNA school authorities must list in the 
advertisement any specific competencies and/ or requirements to meet the special educational 
needs of the pupil(s).

All standard SNA vacancies and cover SNA vacancies of 24 weeks or more must be adver-
tised on one of the following websites as soon as practicable. 

SNA vacancies may also be advertised locally as required / deemed necessary. This will en-
able SNAs who are being made redundant to know what SNA vacancies are available. 

List of Websites: 

www.educationposts.ie 

www.staffroom.ie

www.educationcareers.ie 

www.educatetogether.ie 

www.jobsireland.ie

Any Education and Training Board websites
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These Circulars can be accessed on the Department’s website at www.education.ie.

27/02/2019WRD05100Special Educational Needs

27/02/2019WRD0520084. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to close 
the language school at a facility (details supplied); and the supports which will be put in place 
should the facility close to assist children with speech difficulties in the area in view of the fact 
that there are no other facilities at present. [9939/19]

27/02/2019WRD05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department provides an 
extensive range of supports for pupils with Specific Speech and Language Disorder (SSLD).  
This includes provision for the establishment of special classes for pupils with SSLD in primary 
schools. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including applications to establish special class-
es for SSLD.  Applications meeting the criteria for establishment are approved by the NCSE.  

The NCSE continues to monitor and review the requirement for special class places in 
particular areas and has capacity to establish such new classes or retain current classes where 
necessary, subject to the willingness of schools to open/retain classes.  The NCSE welcomes 
expressions of interest from schools in opening special classes to meet the demand for special 
class provision.  In deciding on the location of a special class SENOs take into account both 
the present and the future potential need for special class provision, and they must also be satis-
fied that the special class is sustainable and appropriately located.  SENOs liaise with relevant 
professionals in their area to arrive at an informed decision.

The opening and retention of a Speech and Language class is, however, contingent on the 
HSE being in a position to provide Speech and Language therapy to the students in the class.  
The availability and provision of speech and language therapy is the responsibility of the Health 
Service Executive (HSE).

My Department is not aware of any current issues with the SSLD class in the school to 
which the Deputy refers, but I have arranged for the Deputy’s question to be referred to the 
NCSE for direct reply.

27/02/2019WRD05400Ministerial Meetings

27/02/2019WRD0550085. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he last met for-
mally with the chief executive officer and chairperson of the State Examinations Commission; 
the issues discussed; and when he will next meet the CEO and chairperson. [9982/19]

27/02/2019WRD05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My predecessor Mr. Richard 
Bruton TD, met with the Chairperson of the State Examinations Commission (SEC), Mr. Pat 
Burke, and the Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Aidan Farrell, on 14th August 2018 when the SEC 
presented information on the 2018 Leaving Certificate results. 

Shortly after my appointment as Minister for Education and Skills, I met with the CEO of 
the SEC. I also separately met with the SEC Chair in November last as part of my collective 
engagement with the Chairs of agencies under the auspices of the Department.
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There are no further meetings planned at this time. 

27/02/2019WRD05700Garda Reports

27/02/2019WRD0580086. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the Crowley 
report regarding the killing of a person (details supplied) will be released; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9774/19]

27/02/2019WRD05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The fatal shooting of 
Aidan McAnespie in February 1988 was a devastating tragedy for Aidan McAnespie’s family 
and for the people of Aughnacloy. Given the public disquiet following the shooting, the then 
Government commissioned a report into the circumstances that was carried out by then Garda 
Deputy Commissioner Crowley. 

Given the circumstances in which the Crowley report was carried out and the commitments 
given to many local people who co-operated, it has not been considered possible to date to pub-
lish the report in its entirety.

The Deputy will appreciate that the Government has a persisting obligation to the commit-
ments given to those people in the locality.

I am very familiar with the case for many years and have extended my personal sympathies 
to the family. I fully understand the frustration of the McAnespie family and their concern to 
access any information that might be available.  It is a source of regret to me that this issue 
causes any pain to them.

Given the passage of time and my desire to do all I can to assist the family, I am currently 
examining options that may be available in this regard in respect of the Crowley report and I am 
in correspondence with the Attorney General about it.

27/02/2019WRE00200Garda Data

27/02/2019WRE0030087. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of in-
vestigations carried out by An Garda Síochána into breaches of the Gaming and Lotteries Act 
1956 in each of the years 2015 to 2017; the number of files referred to the DPP by An Garda 
Síochána in the same years as part of these investigations; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9842/19]

27/02/2019WRE00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Gar-
da authorities that the attached table sets out the number of incidents recorded as unlawful 
gaming in the State.  

Examples of incidents recorded as unlawful gaming include: 

-  The licensee of a public house is found to have a gaming machine in operation in his pub 
and therefore commits an offence under the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956.

-  A Person is found selling lottery tickets for a charity without ID or authorisation. 

In relation to the number of files referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) by An 
Garda Síochána, I understand that this information is not readily available. However, in order to 
be of assistance to the Deputy I will make further enquiries with the Garda authorities in rela-
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tion to this matter and I will contact him directly when an update has been received.

1353 - Offences under Gaming and Lotteries Acts

Year Reported Incidents
2015 27
2016 14
2017 13

27/02/2019WRE00500Immigration Controls

27/02/2019WRE0060088. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if persons have 
been found to be illegally entering Ireland through a port (details supplied) in recent weeks; 
if so, the number involved; the locations the immigrants came from; the outcome of the cases 
concerned; the position in relation to the immigration controls at the port; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9865/19]

27/02/2019WRE00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): A ferry service between 
the Irish port concerned and the port in Spain commenced operations on 9 May 2018. To date, 
twenty-six Albanian nationals have been intercepted at the Irish Port attempting to enter the 
State unlawfully. All twenty-six people were refused leave to land by Immigration Officers. 

Seventeen people were removed from the State in accordance with Section 5 of the Im-
migration Act 2003 and returned to the port of their departure, five people sought International 
Protection and will have their claims dealt with in accordance with the International Protection 
Act 2015. A further four people are scheduled to be returned in accordance with Section 5 of 
the Immigration Act 2003. 

There is an immigration presence at all arrival areas into the Port concerned and all vehicles 
and trailers are subject to checks.  In order to maintain robust immigration controls at the Port, 
An Garda Síochána have liaised with Ferry Operators and local Port Officials. Garda manage-
ment have travelled to Spain to meet with port officials and the Guardia Civil in order to rein-
force working relationships and enhance coperation. 

27/02/2019WRE00800Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

27/02/2019WRE0090089. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average length 
of time persons that have received a positive recommendation from the International Protection 
Office are waiting for a declaration of refugee or subsidiary protection status in tabular form; 
the reason for the extensive delays experienced at present; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9936/19]

27/02/2019WRE01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the receipt of a recom-
mendation letter from the International Protection Office (IPO) should not be interpreted as 
a decision on the person’s international protection application. The IPO makes recommenda-
tions to the Minister for Justice and Equality, and due diligence must be carried out by INIS on 
each case before the formal letter of confirmation is issued on my behalf. 

The current average processing times by INIS for grants of refugee status and subsidiary 
protection is 31 days.  The average can be distorted by some cases that take somewhat longer 
to process.  The INIS is currently examining the processes in this area with a view to ensuring 
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that decisions are made at the earliest possible point.   

27/02/2019WRE01100Garda Resources

27/02/2019WRE0120090. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding has been 
made available in 2019 to replace the boats in the Garda water unit. [9980/19]

27/02/2019WRE01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been unprecedented investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years, in sup-
port of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence through-
out the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement and provide reas-
surance to citizens and deter crime.

Decisions in relation to the allocation and management of Garda equipment and resources, 
including boats or specialist equipment for the Garda Water Unit, are matters for the Garda 
Commissioner.  As Minister, I have no direct role in that regard.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the vessels which are currently allocated to the 
Garda Water Unit are in good working order and subject to annual examination and service.  
The Garda authorities have informed me that they consider the vessels to meet the current re-
quirements of An Garda Síochána.  As such, I can confirm that no application for funding to 
replace the boats in the Garda Water Unit was submitted by An Garda Síochána for 2019.  

27/02/2019WRE01400Juvenile Offenders

27/02/2019WRE0150091. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 119 of 23 January 2019, when the final report of the audit which found 
that in almost 8,000 cases there was a failure to take action by gardaí will be published; when 
the detailed figures requested will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9988/19]

27/02/2019WRE01600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy is aware, the Policing Authority, which was established to provide independent 
oversight of policing, continues to keep this matter under examination. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that an external validation process is on-going in rela-
tion to the Garda review of youth crime 2010-2017.  Therefore the Deputy will appreciate that 
finalised figures are not available. I might add that the publication of information in relation to 
the more detailed aspects of the Garda Review will be a matter for the Commissioner and the 
Policing Authority and not for my Department. The Deputy will appreciate that there may be 
confidentiality concerns in relation to aspects of the Report. 

A number of fundamental issues have been identified by the Garda examination, including 
inadequate ICT and supervision, a lack of training, and alleged failings by individual Gardaí.  
As the Deputy is aware, the Implementation Plan to give effect to the report of the Commission 
on the Future of Policing in Ireland provides a framework to systematically address the failings 
identified in relation to youth crime. The Government is committed to the implementation of 
the Commission’s report and a programme office has been established in the Department of An 
Taoiseach to oversee and report on progress.

In addition, the Policing Authority will continue to follow up with an on-going examination 
of these specific youth justice-related matters to ensure the effectiveness of the remedial actions 
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which the Commissioner has set in train. I can assure the Deputy that my Department will keep 
in very close touch with the Commissioner, and the Policing Authority, to monitor progress.

27/02/2019WRE01700Trade Relations

27/02/2019WRE0180092. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation her 
plans to oppose trade talks (details supplied) and promote the Paris Agreement. [9903/19]

27/02/2019WRE01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
European Union and the United States have the largest bilateral trade and investment relation-
ship and enjoy the most integrated economic relationship in the world.  The EU and the US 
economies together account for about half the entire world GDP and for nearly a third of world 
trade flows.  The relationship has proved indispensable for the prosperity of both sides of the 
Atlantic for many years.  Likewise, Ireland and the US have a longstanding bilateral relation-
ship based on broadly similar values and interests that has proved hugely beneficial in many 
ways for both our countries.  Taking these factors into account, Ireland and the EU remain fully 
committed to a continued strong partnership with the US as equal partners and to ongoing eco-
nomic and trade cooperation.  

It is in this context that Commission President Juncker met with US President Trump in July 
2018 in Washington to launch a new phase in the relationship between the United States and the 
European Union.  In the Joint Statement the EU and US agreed to; 

-  work together toward zero tariffs, zero non-tariff barriers, and zero subsidies (on non-auto 
industrial goods) and to work to reduce barriers and increase trade in services, chemicals, phar-
maceuticals, medical products, as well as soybeans,

-  strengthen strategic energy cooperation to potentially increase US imports of (LNG) to 
diversify the EU’s energy supply,

-  launch a close dialogue on standards to ease trade barriers, reduce bureaucratic obstacles, 
and slash costs, and

-  work closely together with like-minded partners to reform the WTO and to address unfair 
trading practices, including intellectual property theft, forced technology transfer, industrial 
subsidies, distortions created by state owned enterprises, and overcapacity.

The meeting was in response to a shift in the direction of US trade policy which had seen 
the US impose tariffs on steel (25%) and aluminium (10%) imports from the EU, and other 
countries, to the US from 1st June 2018, following the expiry of a temporary exemption.  The 
US measures were introduced following a “Section 232” investigation by the US Department 
of Commerce into the effect of imports of steel and aluminium on US national security.  The 
EU did not accept the basis for the US action and responded through the various mechanisms 
available to it including the commencement of a case against the US at WTO level, challenging 
the compatibility of the US action with WTO rules, after initial dialogue with the US Authori-
ties failed to resolve the matter.  Ireland has fully endorsed the EU response and as part of this 
process I met with US Commerce Secretary Ross and other US actors on 7th May 2018 in 
Washington to discuss the issues and other related matters.  

On 10th September 2018, EU Trade Commissioner Malmström met U.S. Trade Representa-
tive (USTR) Lighthizer to initiate the Executive Working Group (EWG), established to improve 
trade relations between the US and EU and address each of the topics in the Joint Statement 
issued by Presidents Juncker and Trump at their July meeting.  The EWG has met a number of 
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times since, to discuss the scope of future formal negotiations, most recently in Washington on 
9th January 2019.  

On 18th January 2019 the EU Commission adopted proposals for “Negotiating Directives” - 
or Mandates - for its trade talks with the United States: one on conformity assessment, (making 
it easier for companies to prove their products meet technical requirements on both sides of the 
Atlantic) and one on the elimination of tariffs for industrial goods (excluding agricultural prod-
ucts).  The EU Commission published the draft mandates at the same time as submitting them 
to the EU Member States.  These mandates will be discussed and agreed by Member States in 
Council to ensure that we are satisfied that EU - including Irish - interests are fully represented.

At their meeting on 19th   February 2019 the European Parliament’s Committee on Interna-
tional Trade (INTA) endorsed the launch of formal trade negotiations with the United States.  It 
is anticipated that a further non-binding plenary vote of the European Parliament will take place 
on the resolution in March. 

The draft mandates were also discussed at the Informal Trade Ministers Council in Bucha-
rest on 22nd   February 2019.  If approved by Member States in Council, the draft mandates 
should form the basis that will, hopefully, see productive and substantive formal negotiations in 
these areas commence soon after, which would also see the removal of US steel and aluminium 
tariffs and the EU rebalancing measures.  Additionally, while these negotiations are proceeding 
both sides are committed to not introducing new tariff measures and if the US were to so do, 
the proposed mandates make clear that the EU will suspend the negotiations and consider an 
appropriate and proportionate response. 

Consideration of the draft EU mandates is yet to be finalised.  However, it is important to 
note that these two political mandates are of a limited scope, covering two distinct areas agreed 
on for co-operation in the July 2018 Joint Statement.  They do not constitute a comprehensive 
Free Trade Agreement, which would involve negotiations across a wider range of areas such as 
agriculture and sustainable development among other areas.  

Ireland is supportive of the EU’s intention to commission independent experts to carry out a 
Sustainability Impact Assessment (SIA) by the end of 2019 to complement the recent economic 
analysis released by the EU Commission which found that a targeted EU-US agreement elimi-
nating tariffs on industrial goods would increase EU exports to the US by 8% and US exports to 
the EU by 9% by 2033. As with the economic analysis, the SIA will inform the EU’s negotiating 
position should negotiations ultimately commence on the topics.  

The de-escalation in trade tensions between the US and EU achieved by last July’s accord 
has been of benefit to Irish trade interests and jobs.  Equally, a possible future agreement on 
conformity assessment as well as the elimination of tariffs for industrial goods, would be a posi-
tive development to stimulate growth, create employment and continue to grow our economy.  

The current EU Commission plan is to invite Member States to endorse the Negotiating 
Directives next month. Ireland will determine our final position, in the context of our desire for 
open, free trade and investment flows between Ireland and the US in support of thousands of 
jobs, in light of the terms of the Directives once discussions on them have concluded.

27/02/2019WRE02000Brexit Supports

27/02/2019WRE0210093. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
amount of financial state aid-support which will be available from her Department in the event 
of a no-deal hard Brexit; the provision made in the revised estimates for same; the level of sup-
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port committed to by the EU Commission; the persons she has met with in relation to state aid 
for this scenario to date in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9992/19]

27/02/2019WRE02200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Across Government Departments significant work is ongoing to ensure all necessary supports 
will be available to enterprise regarding a wide variety of Brexit implications. Provision in the 
revised estimates for financial support is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance.

In relation to state aid, my Department and its agencies have been working closely with the 
EU Commission and DG Competition since November 2017 through the Irish/EU Technical 
Working Group on State Aid.  The objective of the Group is to scope and design schemes to 
support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with State Aid rules.  Much has been achieved 
by this Working Group.  It has examined and explored a range of opportunities within State Aid 
rules including the development of the Future Growth Loan Scheme under GBER rules, the 
expansion of Ireland’s Rescue and Restructuring Scheme to include Temporary liquidity aid 
and the Group is currently working closely with DG Agri to explore the range of opportunities 
under the Agriculture and Forestry State aid guidelines.  It has looked at regionally important, 
exposed clients and their building resilience in their response to Brexit by using environmental 
and innovation aid.

On 24th January 2019, I met with the European Commissioner for Competition, Margrethe 
Vestager.  The focus of the meeting centered around the severe challenges that Irish businesses 
will face when the UK leaves the EU and the need for appropriate and timely State supports.  
It was agreed that Irish officials will continue to work closely with the Commissioner’s team 
in addressing any State aid issues that may arise to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as 
the ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level implication become known.  The Commissioner 
emphasised that the Commission stands ready to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts 
of Brexit on Irish firms.

27/02/2019WRE02300HSE Investigations

27/02/2019WRE0240094. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene with the HSE and 
request that it urgently settle the case of a person (details supplied). [9776/19]

27/02/2019WRE02500107. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE has been de-
laying full discovery in a case (details supplied); and the steps he will take to ensure that the 
discovery of documents is expedited [9811/19]

27/02/2019WRE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 94 and 107 
together.

As the Deputy’s questions refer to legal proceedings between the HSE and the individual 
concerned it would be inappropiate for me to intervene. I have forwarded the questions to the 
HSE asking them to reply directly to you. 

27/02/2019WRE02700Cancer Services Provision

27/02/2019WRE0280095. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a two-tier sys-
tem of cancer patients has been created by the granting of free access to the cancer drug Pembro 
to those persons suffering with cervical cancer but not to other cancer sufferers. [9777/19]

27/02/2019WRE02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, the Govern-
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ment decision of 11 May 2018 put in place a package of support measures for the women and 
families affected by the issues related to CervicalCheck.  Those measures included medicines 
which might not be approved for reimbursement including Pembrolizumab, once they are pre-
scribed by the treating clinician.

The establishment of such a comprehensive support package reflected the impact of the lack 
of disclosure of the result of clinical audit and the ensuing controversy on individual women 
and their families. 

Following that decision, concerns were raised regarding the provision of Pembrolizumab to 
other cervical cancer patients on the same basis as encompassed by the Government decision 
of 11 May 2018.  In the light of those concerns, following discussions between my Department 
and the HSE, the HSE has put in place arrangements, on an exceptional basis, to facilitate ac-
cess to Pembrolizumab for cervical cancer patients on a case-by-case basis in public hospitals, 
when a treating clinician determines that this is in the patient’s best interests. It is important to 
note that all prescribing decisions will be entirely a matter for the treating clinician, in line with 
patient safety protocols and the Medical Council Guide to Professional Conduct and Ethics. 

Pembrolizumab has been granted marketing authorisation in Ireland and the EU for a num-
ber of indications and is included on the HSE reimbursement list for some of those indications. 

Furthermore, Pembrolizumab is being assessed by the HSE using the criteria in the 2013 
Act for a number of other indications for which it has received marketing authorisation. 

Clinical trials for various immunotherapies, including Pembrolizumab, are ongoing glob-
ally for a range of other possible indications, which may receive marketing authorisation in the 
EU over the next number of years. Each of those indications will be considered for reimburse-
ment as market authorisations are granted and applications received.

27/02/2019WRE03000Cancer Services Provision

27/02/2019WRE0310096. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if an analysis has been carried out in 
regard to whether cancer patients denied access to Pembro due to the fact they do not have cer-
vical cancer may have grounds to launch litigation against the State on the basis that the State 
is offering access to Pembro to cervical cancer sufferers but denying it to persons suffering with 
other types of cancer. [9778/19]

27/02/2019WRE03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Sup-
ply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 which specifies the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement 
of medicines.

Pembrolizumab has been granted marketing authorisation in Ireland and the EU for a num-
ber of indications and is included on the HSE reimbursement list for some of those indications. 

Furthermore, Pembrolizumab is being assessed by the HSE using the criteria in the 2013 
Act for a number of other indications for which it has received marketing authorisation. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government decision of 11 May 2018 put in place a pack-
age of support measures for the women and families affected by the issues related to Cervical-
Check.  Those measures included medicines which might not be approved for reimbursement 
including Pembrolizumab, once they are prescribed by the treating clinician.
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The establishment of such a comprehensive support package reflected the impact of the lack 
of disclosure of the result of clinical audit and the ensuing controversy on individual women 
and their families. 

Following that decision, concerns were raised regarding the provision of Pembrolizumab to 
other cervical cancer patients on the same basis as encompassed by the Government decision 
of 11 May 2018.  In the light of those concerns, following discussions between my Department 
and the HSE, the HSE has put in place arrangements, on an exceptional basis, to facilitate ac-
cess to Pembrolizumab for cervical cancer patients on a case-by-case basis in public hospitals, 
when a treating clinician determines that this is in the patient’s best interests. It is important to 
note that all prescribing decisions will be entirely a matter for the treating clinician, in line with 
patient safety protocols and the Medical Council Guide to Professional Conduct and Ethics. 

Clinical trials for various immunotherapies, including Pembrolizumab, are ongoing glob-
ally for a range of other possible indications, which may receive marketing authorisation in the 
EU over the next number of years. Each of those indications will be considered for reimburse-
ment as market authorisations are granted and applications received.

27/02/2019WRE03300Mental Health Services

27/02/2019WRE0340097. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the HSE policy on the issue 
of involuntary admission to health facilities of persons arising from the misuse of illegal drugs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9791/19]

27/02/2019WRE03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Most people who go 
to an approved centre for treatment of a mental illness do so by choice and admit themselves as 
a voluntary patient.  

Where involuntary patients are concerned, the Mental Health Act 2001 provides the legis-
lative framework within which persons with a mental disorder may be admitted, detained and 
treated involuntarily in approved centres. The Act also provides for the promotion and main-
tenance of quality standards of care and treatment that are regularly inspected and properly 
regulated.  

For a person to be admitted as an involuntary patient, there is a three-stage process involv-
ing an initial application, a recommendation from a General Practitioner and an assessment by 
a Consultant Psychiatrist that the person under examination suffers from a mental disorder and 
meets the conditions for involuntary admission as set out in Section 3 of the Act.  Such admis-
sions are subject to review by a Mental Health Tribunal.

With regard to people who may misuse drugs, Section 8(2) of the Act specifically prohibits 
the detention of individuals by reason only of the fact that the person suffers from a personality 
disorder, are socially deviant, or are addicted to drugs or intoxicants.  That said, it is important 
to point out that where individuals with such conditions are also diagnosed with a mental disor-
der, then they may be subject to detention but only because of the presence of a mental disorder.

The Expert Group Review of the Mental Health Act 2001 which was published in 2015 does 
not recommend any change to the Act where drug misuse is concerned.  In relation to Dual Di-
agnosis, I would like to inform the Deputy that the HSE’s Mental Health Division recognised 
the need for a Clinical Programme for Dual Diagnosis to respond to the needs of service users 
with both substance misuse, both alcohol and/or drugs, together with mental illness, and de-
cided to establish a National Clinical Programme for Co-morbid Mental Illness and Substance 
Misuse (Dual Diagnosis).The aims of this Programme are to develop a standardised evidence-
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based approach to the identification, assessment and treatment of comorbid mental illness and 
substance misuse. An integral part of the Dual Diagnosis Programme will be to devise a model 
of care that will outline how all adolescents and adults suspected of having a moderate to severe 
mental illness coexisting with significant substance misuse have access to timely mental health 
services nationally.  This is to be delivered on a HSE Community Healthcare Organisation 
basis. The aim will be for the service to be provided in an integrated manner across the HSE’s 
Primary Care Division and Mental Health Service and will ensure that there are close working 
relationships with the relevant specialities in the Acute Hospital Groups which will deal with 
any medical comorbidities that may occur.Work is progressing in the HSE on the first draft 
of a Model of Care for dual diagnosis which upon completion will be submitted to the HSE’s 
National Working Group. The Model of Care will describe the clinical pathway for patients, 
including connectivity with community mental health services, primary care and acute services. 
This is being informed by international best practice and the experience of the National Work-
ing Group. An interim Team Guidance Document is being developed in parallel.  The identi-
fication of pilot sites will commence on the completion of the first draft of the Model of Care.

27/02/2019WRE03600Health Services Data

27/02/2019WRE0370098. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the wait times in each CHO area 
for suprapubic catheter surgery. [9797/19]

27/02/2019WRE0380099. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the wait times in each CHO area 
for suprapubic catheter surgery for non-cancer patients. [9798/19]

27/02/2019WRE03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 98 and 99 
together.

The specific data requested by the Deputy is currently being collated by officials in my 
Department.  I will provide a response to the Deputy directly as soon as it becomes available. 

27/02/2019WRE04100Ambulance Service

27/02/2019WRE04200100. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of converting 
ambulances with excessive mileage into emergency equipment carriers; the number of such ve-
hicles being converted; if they have been replaced by new ambulances; the cost-benefit analysis 
carried out on this decision taking into account the increased maintenance costs of older ve-
hicles; if consideration was given to the use of specialised vehicles for this task; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9800/19]

27/02/2019WRE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

27/02/2019WRE04400Air Ambulance Service

27/02/2019WRE04500101. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that 4 of the 5 helicopters in use for inter-helicopter transfers are not capable of landing 
on the rooftop planned of the new national children’s hospital; the planning and consultation 
which has been carried out in relation to helipads at the new national children’s hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9801/19]
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27/02/2019WRE04600102. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that at night-time the helicopters will have to land at Dublin Airport and the sick chil-
dren be transported by ambulance to the new national children’s hospitals in view of the fact 
that none of the five helicopters would be able to land on the proposed helipad; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9802/19]

27/02/2019WRE04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 101 and 
102 together.

The majority of patient transfers to the existing three Dublin children’s hospitals are com-
pleted by road. There will be an elevated helipad at the new children’s hospital, which will 
have direct and rapid access to the critical care, theatre and emergency departments within the 
hospital. This enhanced direct and rapid access will improve clinical outcomes for the sickest 
children and young people.

The helipad has been designed in close consultation with the National Ambulance Service 
Aeromedical Liaison Service who are responsible for providing helicopter services to hospitals. 
The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) also consulted with the Irish 
Aviation Authority and the Air Corps who are the primary provider of paediatric helicopter 
services to the National Ambulance Service.  

The NPHDB has advised that, when reviewing the alternatives with the Irish Aviation Au-
thority and the Air Corps, they recommended against a ground helipad due to the constrained 
flight paths and obstacle clearance. Use of elevated landing sites on the roof of hospitals is 
widespread in the UK and Europe and many of the recently completed paediatric hospitals have 
elevated helipads. 

The Air Corps is the primary provider of paediatric helicopter services to the National Am-
bulance Service. Air Corps helicopters comprising Augusta Westland AW139 can land on a 
raised landing site or the roof of a building which is designed and certified for such operations.  
The Irish Coast Guard provides reserve support to the National Ambulance Service, when re-
quired, through its Sikorsky S92 search and rescue fleet primarily for search and rescue mis-
sions. The Sikorsky S92 helicopters are not licensed to land on helipads and, for access to the 
St. James’s Campus, will land in the Royal Hospital Kilmainham from which patients will be 
transferred in an ambulance by road, as is current practice. 

In any major emergency rescue in a rural area, a Sikorsky Helicopter will bring the patient 
to the nearest regional hospital for stabilisation resulting in an appropriately planned transfer to 
the new children’s hospital.  

27/02/2019WRE04900Ambulance Service

27/02/2019WRE05000103. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount paid out to ambulance 
service personnel by the HSE due to issues relating to bullying; the number of such cases there 
has been compensation paid out for; the number that are women; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9803/19]

27/02/2019WRE05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

27/02/2019WRE05200Ambulance Service
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27/02/2019WRE05300104. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of stage 2 and 3 griev-
ances dealt with in the time parameters set out in the HSE grievance procedure with reference 
to the ambulance service in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9804/19]

27/02/2019WRE05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

27/02/2019WRE05500Ambulance Service Data

27/02/2019WRE05600105. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of calls that required 
ambulance staff to work beyond their rostered finishing time in 2018; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9805/19]

27/02/2019WRE05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

27/02/2019WRE05800Hospital Appointments Status

27/02/2019WRE05900106. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9809/19]

27/02/2019WRE06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 94.

27/02/2019WRF00300Medical Card Applications

27/02/2019WRF00400108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of a medical card application in the case of a person (details supplied); when the 
application is expected to be concluded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9812/19]

27/02/2019WRF00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRF00600National Children’s Hospital

27/02/2019WRF00700109. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the decision making process in 
selecting a fixed price contract under the contract works management framework in relation to 
the national children’s hospital; if consideration was given to using a remeasurable contract; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9816/19]

27/02/2019WRF00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The size, complexity and specialist nature 
of this project informed the decision by  the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board 
(NPHDB) to adopt a two-stage  procurement process comprised of: 

Procurement Stage 1: A full tender and contract for Phase A (below ground including base-
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ment  works) on the basis of a detailed design with the tendering of Phase B (the main  above 
ground works) on a Preliminary 1st stage design with an approximate and  remeasurable bill 
of quantities reflecting the Preliminary 1st stage design.  The contract was awarded to the main 
and specialists contractor on 3rd August 2017.  

Procurement Stage 2: While the basement Phase A works were under construction, the 2nd 
stage  detailed design for the above ground Phase B works was completed. This was done on a 
remeasurable basis with a full  bill of quantities priced at the 1st stage Preliminary design ten-
dered rates. Phase B works were instructed on 8th January 2019. 

27/02/2019WRF00900National Children’s Hospital

27/02/2019WRF01000110. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health if a public benchmarking analysis 
was completed prior to the issuing of tenders in relation to the national children’s hospital; if so, 
the person or body that conducted the analysis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9818/19]

27/02/2019WRF01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building and equip-
ping the new children’s hospital and outpatient and urgent care centres. As this question relates 
to the tender process for the capital project  I have referred your question to the National Paedi-
atric Hospital Development Board for direct reply. 

27/02/2019WRF01200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/02/2019WRF01300111. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of engineering proj-
ects completed under contract work management framework since 2009 in tabular form; the 
costs associated with same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9820/19]

27/02/2019WRF01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

27/02/2019WRF01500National Children’s Hospital

27/02/2019WRF01600112. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that the 
public spending code guidelines may have been ignored with regard to the construction of the 
national children’s hospital; if he is satisfied that in relation to the hospital the public spending 
code guideline of money is spent as efficiently as possible avoiding waste has been followed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9822/19]

27/02/2019WRF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised that the approval and appraisal 
process for the new children’s hospital project has been in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Spending Code.  

As the Deputy will be aware, an independent review of the escalation in cost in relation to 
the new children’s hospital review has been commissioned by the HSE and is being undertaken 
by PwC.  The terms of reference have been published. The review will establish the sequence 
of events in relation to the cost increases experienced by the project; establish what was known, 
when and by whom, and the reporting of relevant information from the project team to the rel-
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evant oversight and governance bodies including NPHDB Board and also its Committees, the 
HSE and the Department of Health.  

The review will also comment not just on the major residual risks and the robustness/com-
pleteness of the current forecasts, but also identify and where possible quantify those risks 
contractually excluded from the Guaranteed Maximum Price/adjusted contract sum. The terms 
of reference also require the review to develop any further recommendations which may iden-
tify any areas of potential cost savings or reductions, which are consistent with the applicable 
contractual undertakings and the delivery of the project, in light of its current status, address 
major residual risks, control and oversight issues and bring greater oversight of performance 
and value for money.

The review will be completed by the end of March, subject to availability of relevant docu-
mentation and personnel and will inform any governance or other changes required.

27/02/2019WRF01800National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

27/02/2019WRF01900113. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the fees paid to advisers or advi-
sory firms with regard to the national children’s hospital since 2013 to date in 2019 in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9824/19]

27/02/2019WRF02000118. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the fees paid to advisers or advi-
sory firms with regard to the national children’s hospital since 2013 to date in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9831/19]

27/02/2019WRF02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 113 and 
118 together.

As the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board is responsible for the new chil-
dren’s hospital capital project, I have asked the Board to respond to you directly. 

27/02/2019WRF02200National Children’s Hospital

27/02/2019WRF02300114. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the legal advice received in rela-
tion to the form of contract to be used in relation to the national children’s hospital Mater site; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9826/19]

27/02/2019WRF02400115. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the legal advice received in rela-
tion to the form of contract to be used in relation to the national children’s hospital St. James’s 
site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9828/19]

27/02/2019WRF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 and 
115 together.

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility 
for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital and outpatient and 
urgent care centres.  As this question relates to the new children’s hospital capital project I have 
asked the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board to respond to you directly.

27/02/2019WRF02700National Children’s Hospital
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27/02/2019WRF02800116. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the appointment process in se-
lecting a company (details supplied) with regard to the review of the national children’s hospi-
tal project; the overall cost of the review; if the contract was tendered for; if not, his views on 
whether this may have breached EU procurement guidelines; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9829/19]

27/02/2019WRF02900117. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a conflict 
of interest arises with regard to the previous role of a company (details supplied) as auditor of 
another company and the input of the company into the contract works management framework 
following the appointment of the company to review the national children’s hospital project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9830/19]

27/02/2019WRF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 116 and 
117 together.

The HSE commissioned the review by PwC into the cost escalation relating to the new chil-
dren’s hospital project.  Accordingly, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation 
to the commissioning process.

The HSE has advised my Department that it is satisfied that there are no conflicts of inter-
est with regard to the review by PwC of the cost escalation.  The HSE is aware that PwC were 
auditors to a company, details supplied, until the end of 2015 at which stage their term as audi-
tors ended.

Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 113.

27/02/2019WRF03300Primary Care Centres Provision

27/02/2019WRF03400119. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the development of a 
primary care centre in a town (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9841/19]

27/02/2019WRF03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRF03600Medicinal Products Reimbursement

27/02/2019WRF03700120. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the reimbursement status of the 
drug Fasenra (benralizumab); if it has been discussed by the HSE drugs leadership group; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9860/19]

27/02/2019WRF03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRF03900Medicinal Products Reimbursement

27/02/2019WRF04000121. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made 



27 Febraury 2019

63

on the reimbursement of the drug Fasenra (benralizumab) by the HSE drugs leadership group; 
when he expects it to be made available to patients; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9861/19]

27/02/2019WRF04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRF04200Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

27/02/2019WRF04300122. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the reason some preschool stu-
dents cannot receive speech and language assessments in areas of south west County Dublin in 
advance of them leaving preschool and before they enter mainstream school and after clearly 
recognised speech and language challenges have been discovered [9866/19]

27/02/2019WRF04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRF04500Psychological Assessments

27/02/2019WRF04600123. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE does not allow 
non-HSE initiated psychological assessments from professionals even though the HSE often 
tenders out such assessments to the same professionals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9867/19]

27/02/2019WRF04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

27/02/2019WRF04800Trade Union Recognition

27/02/2019WRF04900124. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the position regarding providing 
union recognition to an organisation (details supplied) as being sought by it as highlighted in 
recent strike action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9880/19]

27/02/2019WRF05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): SIPTU is the main union recognised by 
the HSE and has negotiating rights for frontline ambulance grades employed by the Execu-
tive.  Unite and FORSA also represent some ambulance grades.  As a result, the HSE deducts 
subscriptions at source for those ambulance staff that are members of those unions.  However, 
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the National Ambulance Service Representative Association (NASRA) is not recognised by the 
HSE and, therefore, does not have negotiating rights.  

Whilst individuals have a right to membership of any trade union, if they choose to join an 
association which is not recognised by their employer, such membership is not facilitated by 
their employer. This means that the HSE does not facilitate the deduction of union subscriptions 
for this particular Association.  

While it is regrettable that the PNA has taken industrial action, it is not possible to negoti-
ate with a union which is not recognised as having negotiating rights for ambulance grades.  I 
have asked my Department to engage with the HSE to explore ways forward and see if we can 
progress a resolution to this dispute.

27/02/2019WRF05100Ambulance Service Data

27/02/2019WRF05200125. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance staff on 
duty over the night of 20 February 2019 and the early hours of 21 February 2019 in ambulance 
stations in Ardee, Dundalk, Castleblayney, Monaghan and Virginia; if these ambulance stations 
had a full complement of staff on this night; and if not, the number of personnel they were short 
[9893/19]

27/02/2019WRF05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

27/02/2019WRF05400Ambulance Service

27/02/2019WRF05500126. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if ambulance stations in the 
north-east region were understaffed over the night of 20 February and early hours of 21 Febru-
ary 2019; if so, the number of shifts unfilled; and the locations at which this occurred [9894/19]

27/02/2019WRF05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

27/02/2019WRG00200Ambulance Service Data

27/02/2019WRG00300127. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if there were ambulance stations 
in the north-east region over the night of 20 February and early hours of 21 February 2019 at 
which ambulance personnel were present without an ambulance; and if so, the locations this 
occurred. [9895/19]

27/02/2019WRG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

27/02/2019WRG00500Ambulance Service Data

27/02/2019WRG00600128. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of staff employed by 
the National Ambulance Service; and the number of full-time and part-time staff, respectively 
employed in the service. [9896/19]
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27/02/2019WRG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

27/02/2019WRG00800Ambulance Service Data

27/02/2019WRG00900129. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of staff that retired 
from the National Ambulance Service in 2018; and the number recruited in 2018. [9897/19]

27/02/2019WRG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

27/02/2019WRG01100Ambulance Service Data

27/02/2019WRG01200130. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if the National Ambulance Ser-
vice operates a text system to offer overtime to ambulance staff; if so, the number of texts sent 
across the State to staff in 2018 to offer overtime shifts; and the number of texts sent in each 
region in 2018. [9898/19]

27/02/2019WRG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

27/02/2019WRG01400Ambulance Service Data

27/02/2019WRG01500131. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if it is National Ambulance Ser-
vice policy for ambulance staff rostered to an ambulance station to leave their shift to cover an 
overtime shift in another location in response to a text [9899/19]

27/02/2019WRG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

27/02/2019WRG01700Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

27/02/2019WRG01800132. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health his plans to alleviate the wait-
ing times being imposed on children and their parents when availing of State provided orth-
odontic care, particularly those that have been categorised as having a high level of need for 
orthodontic treatment but have been subjected to a waiting time of 24 months; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9906/19]

27/02/2019WRG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRG02000Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

27/02/2019WRG02100133. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
waiting lists for State provided orthodontic care in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; the number 
which have been categorised IOTN 5 as having a high level of need for orthodontic treatment 
but have been subjected to a waiting time of 24 months; the number of orthodontists assigned to 
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tacking general waiting lists in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; the number assigned to tacking 
the IOTN 5 waiting lists in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9907/19]

27/02/2019WRG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRG02300Disabilities Assessments

27/02/2019WRG02400134. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if an assessment of need ap-
pointment will be brought forward for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9908/19]

27/02/2019WRG02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRG02600Services for People with Disabilities

27/02/2019WRG02700135. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the location of a new facility 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9910/19]

27/02/2019WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRG02900Medical Card Reviews

27/02/2019WRG03000136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) will be reviewed further on the grounds that they suffer from MS, had a medical 
card which they relied upon and has a long medical history with a view to taking into account 
their dependability on medication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9911/19]
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27/02/2019WRG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRG03200Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

27/02/2019WRG03300137. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to approve the 
FreeStyle Libre scanner for children with diabetes under the long term illness scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9913/19]

27/02/2019WRG03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRG03500Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

27/02/2019WRG03600138. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to add further ill-
nesses to be covered under the long term illness list; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9914/19]

27/02/2019WRG03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered 
by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive 
drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their 
illness, free of charge.  

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that it is proposed that the LTI Scheme would be included as 
part of a review of the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under 
commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy. 

27/02/2019WRG03800Medicinal Products Reimbursement

27/02/2019WRG03900139. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the reason the octuvite lutein mac-
ushield tablet is no longer available under the general medical services scheme for persons over 
60 years of age; his plans to reinstate the tablets onto the medical card; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9915/19]

27/02/2019WRG04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRG04100Hospital Appointments Status

27/02/2019WRG04200140. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 



Questions - Written Answers

68

a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9917/19]

27/02/2019WRG04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2019WRG04400Cancer Screening Programmes

27/02/2019WRG04500141. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the status of the cervical results for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9918/19]

27/02/2019WRG04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE advises that the results of a cervi-
cal screening test (smear test) are sent to the GP or clinic of the woman who took the test, and 
that the HSE then writes to the woman to let her know when her results are available. 

In May 2018, I asked CervicalCheck to make the necessary arrangements to provide that 
any woman who had had a CervicalCheck smear test, and whose GP considered that she should 
have a further test as part of her reassurance, to access such a further test without charge. This 
decision was made in good faith to address the considerable fears of the many anxious women 
in Ireland, following issues which had emerged in relation to the CervicalCheck screening pro-
gramme. 

In the months since then, there has been a significant increase in the volume of women 
presenting for smear tests. This includes women who have availed of the out of cycle tests, but 
also a greater number of women presenting for scheduled screening. This increased level of 
engagement with the programme is welcome. However, the increased demand has undoubtedly 
put pressure on lab capacity and turnaround times. 

The HSE has been working actively with the labs to manage this issue and to improve 
turnaround times for smear tests. In addition, the HSE is aiming to source additional screening 
capacity, which would improve the turnaround time of results; however, sourcing capacity and 
resources is a global challenge as countries start to move to primary HPV screening, which 
vastly reduces the requirement for cytology screening staff. The HSE is currently developing a 
capacity plan, which will take account of available capacity and expected demand, with the aim 
of bringing the programme into stabilisation this year. This is a priority concern for my Depart-
ment and the HSE. 

The HSE advises that the CervicalCheck Programme has recently agreed with laboratories 
to prioritise those slides which originate from women who attended colposcopy, as this cohort 
of women are considered to have the most serious need. 
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The HSE also advises that the natural history of cervical cancer would indicate that the 
disease would normally develop over a period of 10 to 15 years. Due to this very fact, it is 
important that any woman of screening age attends for cervical screening each and every time 
she is invited to participate. The HSE has advised that in this context, a delay in the return of 
cervical screening results, whilst undesirable, is not necessarily dangerous and poses a very low 
risk to women.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to this specific case. 

27/02/2019WRG04700Medicinal Products Reimbursement

27/02/2019WRG04800142. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health when the Spinraza treatment 
will be made available to SMA suffers in view of the fact it is the only treatment available for 
this condition and it has been approved funding across Europe; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9951/19]

27/02/2019WRG04900146. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
the decision to reimburse the drug Spinraza; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9977/19]

27/02/2019WRG05000147. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health when persons suffering with 
SMA can expect to receive a decision as to the reimbursement of the drug Spinraza; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9978/19]

27/02/2019WRG05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 142, 146 
and 147 together.

The Health Service Executive has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reim-
bursement of medicines, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) 
Act 2013.

The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making of reimbursement decisions which 
include the clinical and cost effectiveness of the product, the opportunity cost and the impact on 
resources that are available to the HSE.

I am advised by the HSE that an application for the reimbursement of Nusinersen (Spinraza) 
was considered by HSE Leadership at its meeting on 12 February 2019.

Following detailed consideration of the application, the HSE Leadership made the decision 
that it was unable to recommend reimbursement of Spinraza and concluded that the evidence 
for clinical effectiveness is still quite limited and that the current price proposed by the manu-
facturer was not a cost-effective use of resources.

The HSE has written to the company involved and informed them of the proposal to refuse 
reimbursement at the current price offering. Under the requirements of the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 the company now has 28 days to respond or make repre-
sentations to the HSE’s proposed decision. 

The HSE remains open to considering any new evidence or information which emerges 
regarding the clinical effectiveness or price of this medicine.

27/02/2019WRG05200Hospital Appointments Status
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27/02/2019WRG05300143. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [9954/19]

27/02/2019WRG05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2019WRG05500Hospital Appointments Status

27/02/2019WRG05600144. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment. [9972/19]

27/02/2019WRG05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

27/02/2019WRG05800Hospital Services

27/02/2019WRG05900145. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive neurology results. [9975/19]

27/02/2019WRG06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Questions Nos. 146 and 147 answered with Question No. 142.

27/02/2019WRH00300Medicinal Products Reimbursement



27 Febraury 2019

71

27/02/2019WRH00400148. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is looking for a bi-
osimilar drug to treat SMA instead of reimbursing Spinraza; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9979/19]

27/02/2019WRH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRH00600Hospital Waiting Lists Data

27/02/2019WRH00700149. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for an appointment with the pain management clinic in Galway University Hospital; the aver-
age waiting time in this regard; the steps he will take to reduce these waiting times; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9984/19]

27/02/2019WRH00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government. 

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health, HSE and NTPF Scheduled Care Access 
Plan 2019 shortly. This will ensure an appropriate balance between high volume activities and 
offering treatment to complex long waiting patients. 

This Plan for inpatients/day case (IPDC) and outpatients will set out the activity targets for 
the HSE in line with the National Service Plan, as well as those for the NTPF taking account of 
their increased funding totalling €75milion in 2019, to provide treatment for patients. I would 
strongly encourage all hospitals, including Galway University Hospital, to collaborate with the 
NTPF to identify waiting list initiatives. 

The NTPF has advised that pain management clinics are listed under a variety of procedure 
codes throughout the Irish hospital system. In this context, the outpatient appointments for pain 
clinics at Galway University Hospital (GUH) are listed under ‘anaesthetics’ rather than ‘pain 
clinic’. 

Waiting list figures show there are 1,266 patients on the Outpatient Waiting List for Anaes-
thetics, however it is important to note that this data does not differentiate pain clinic patients 
from other patients on that waiting list.  

The number of patients on the IPDC Pain Relief waiting list in Galway University Hospital, 
and average waiting time is outlined below.

Total waiters and average wait time for Pain Relief in GUH - IPDC

Specialty Total Average wait time (Days) 
Pain Relief 898 246 

27/02/2019WRH00900National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

27/02/2019WRH01000150. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 101 of 20 February 2019, the information that was being shared by this office with his 
Department regarding the national children’s hospital; the dates on which his Department was 
contacted by persons from this office regarding the national children’s hospital; if his reply to 
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Parliamentary Question No. 156 of 20 February 2019 will be clarified, on the basis of the reply 
of Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9985/19]

27/02/2019WRH01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As per my reply to Parliamentary Question 
No. 156 of 20 February 2019, the position is that the Secretary General of my Department ar-
ranged a discussion with the individual concerned, in his capacity as a Board member of the 
National Paediatric Hospital Development Board, on 18 October 2018, relating to the comple-
tion of the Guaranteed Maximum Price process for the National Children’s Hospital, which was 
underway.  This information was provided in the reply to the Deputy’s recent question in the 
interest of completeness.  However, the discussion as set out in the reply was at the initiation 
of the Secretary General.  The Secretary General had already received briefing and correspon-
dence from the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board on the process underway to 
finalise the Guaranteed Maximum Price for the project.  In this context, he was interested in 
getting the perspective of the individual concerned as a member of the Board and arranged the 
discussion for this purpose.

27/02/2019WRH01200Health Reports

27/02/2019WRH01300151. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the development of 
the detailed action plan for 2019 for the implementation of Sláintecare; when the plan will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9986/19]

27/02/2019WRH01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In September 2018, the Executive Director 
of the Sláintecare Programme Office commenced refining the Implementation Strategy into a 
detailed Action Plan for 2019. I can confirm that the Action Plan 2019 has been developed and, 
following the finalisation of the HSE’s National Service Plan, Project Teams are now being 
established to drive delivery. The Action Plan will be published shortly.

The Sláintecare Programme Office is committed to transparency at all stages of the imple-
mentation of Sláintecare. The Programme Office will publish rolling plans annually and prog-
ress reports will be published on a biannual basis.

27/02/2019WRH01500National Maternity Hospital

27/02/2019WRH01600152. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the discussions 
regarding the governance and ownership of the new national maternity hospital; when the dis-
cussions will conclude; the timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9987/19]

27/02/2019WRH01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A significant amount of work has been un-
dertaken to develop a legal framework to protect the State’s significant investment in the Na-
tional Maternity Hospital (NMH) relocation project, which involves the development of a new 
maternity hospital on the campus of St Vincent’s University Hospital at Elm Park. 

The overall framework now being put in place will, unequivocally, copper-fasten the prin-
ciple that patient care in the new hospital will be delivered without religious, ethnic or other 
distinction, and that any relevant medical procedure, which is in accordance with the laws of 
the land, will be carried out at the new hospital.  

My Department continues to engage with both the National Maternity Hospital and St Vin-
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cent’s Healthcare Group in relation to this legal framework. Work to finalise the suite of legal 
documents is ongoing and is expected to be completed early this year. 

27/02/2019WRH01800Fish Quotas

27/02/2019WRH01900153. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has a policy to ensure that islanders have priority access to the seas around their islands for 
fishing purposes; his plans to make a special fishing quota available to island residents at a low 
cost in view of the fact that when quotas were introduced a lot of islanders had a small catch 
record due to the fact that on many of these islands there was no safe harbours for trawlers and 
all fishing was done out of currachs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9771/19]

27/02/2019WRH02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It is long-
standing Government policy that Ireland’s fish quotas are a national asset and there is no charge 
applied to the allocation of quotas.  Ireland’s fish quota management system is designed to 
ensure the best possible spread both between fishing vessel operators and in terms of take up 
of quota throughout the year having regard to fishing patterns and market conditions. Many of 
the  key inshore stocks on which the smaller fishing vessels rely are not limited by quota ar-
rangements, for instance lobster which with crab are  the mainstay for many small boats.  Crab 
is subject to fishing effort limits (days at sea) set at EU level.     

Quotas are managed based on the Minister’s policy. Whitefish quotas are generally man-
aged on a monthly basis and is not based on catch record.  The Minister sets down catch limits 
for each quota stock following monthly consultation with the Quota Management Advisory 
Committee involving fishing industry representatives, including the National Inshore Fisheries 
Forum. The monthly catch limits applicable to whitefish stocks are dependent on the overall 
length of the vessel (the catch limit of a vessel which is over 55 feet (16.764m) in length overall, 
is double that of a vessel which is under 55 feet (16.764m) overall). 

There are a number of  pelagic stocks which are managed on the basis of the Minister’s 
policy for each stock. The policy for each stock was developed based on divergent criteria 
taking account of specific circumstances.     There are a number of opportunities for vessels 
to target  pelagic stocks which are open only to smaller fishing vessels and not based on catch 
record.    For example, a boat of less than 18m overall length without a mackerel authorisation 
may avail of the catch limits for mackerel set down in the monthly Fisheries Management No-
tice for mackerel. The monthly catch limit is recommended by the Quota Management Advi-
sory Committee and is usually set at 5 tonnes.  A boat of less than 15m overall length fishing for 
mackerel by means of hooks and lines may without a mackerel authorisation, land up to 500kg 
of mackerel on any occasion.  

Another example is herring stocks in the Celtic Sea.  11% of the national quota for Celtic 
Sea Herring is set aside for an open fishery.  The fishery is open to boats <17m in length over-
all, with fishing confined to the “Dunmore Box” in the south east. This fishery usually operates 
from November to the end of the year.  Interested boats are required to book in to the fishery in 
order to receive and authorisation and thereafter on weekly basis to receive a quota catch limit. 

In the case of Horse Mackerel, 100t was set aside in 2018 for boats less than 12m to operate 
a fishery from June to the end of September.  This will continue to operate in 2019.

27/02/2019WRH02100Wildlife Control
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27/02/2019WRH02200154. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
criteria used for the letting of hunting licences for wild deer on Coillte owned forestry and land; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9772/19]

27/02/2019WRH02300164. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the fact that the wild deer population of Ireland has dramatically increased and that 
they are causing devastating damage to farmland, crops and causing a dangerous hazard on 
rural and national roads particularly in areas of County Tipperary; the status of the Irish Deer 
Management Forum; when a chairperson will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9882/19]

27/02/2019WRH02400165. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will consider establishing with local stakeholders, including farmers and local gun clubs 
county management committees to implement policies and best practice to deal with the issue 
of deer management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9884/19]

27/02/2019WRH02500166. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will examine issues affecting sustainable management of wild deer, having regard for hu-
man economic interest and farmers in addition to the best interests of deer; if, arising from such 
examination, he will formulate recommendations to the relevant Departments charged with 
responsibility for wildlife, agriculture and forestry; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9886/19]

27/02/2019WRH02600167. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
culling will be introduced according to best practice guidelines adopted internationally and car-
ried out by licensed hunters and local gun club members that are themselves certified as compe-
tent in circumstances (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9888/19]

27/02/2019WRH02700168. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider introducing measures such as a grant scheme for farmers to erect suitable fenc-
ing to protect crops and grassland that is continuously invaded and damaged by wild deer; his 
views on whether in certain areas, including County Tipperary, the wild deer population is at 
epidemic levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9890/19]

27/02/2019WRH02800169. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Coillte has a deer management plan in place; if not, if one will be put in place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9891/19]

27/02/2019WRH02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 154 and 164 to 169, inclusive, together.

Over the last decade, available evidence suggests that the geographic distribution of all spe-
cies of deer has increased, but neither the precise distribution nor the population density of these 
species is currently known. Deer appear to be a localised issue in many areas.  In this context, 
there is a significant challenge in attempting to ensure that the demands of agriculture, forestry 
and conservation co-exist and that deer populations are managed at sustainable levels, and in a 
responsible and ethical manner. 

In 2015 my Department, together with the Department of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht, 
published Deer Management in Ireland – A Framework for Action  , which recommends a se-
ries of actions on deer management and conservation in a number of areas, including addressing 
the impact of deer in places where they are abundant. The Irish Deer Management Forum was 
established to implement the various actions listed in the Report. The Forum comprises repre-
sentatives from the main stakeholder areas such as landowners, forestry, hunting and conser-
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vation organisations, as well as representatives from both Departments.  The Report provides 
for a review of the workings of the Irish Deer Management Forum after three years.  Both my 
Department and the Department of Culture Heritage and Gaeltacht are currently examining the 
future direction of the Forum and its aims in the context of representation on the Forum, agreed 
work plans and funding mechanisms. 

Adoption of best practice is fully supported by both Departments and the majority of deer 
management stakeholders. Best practice guidance, adapted to Irish Conditions was published 
by the Irish Deer management Forum during 2018 and can be accessed via www.idmf.ie.

A number of initiatives have been carried out in Co. Wicklow with a view to defining lo-
cally-led approaches to cooperative deer management. My Department is currently supporting 
a project led by the Wicklow Deer Management Partnership and Wicklow Uplands Forum, 
aimed at improving cooperation between landowners and local hunters. This project builds on 
previous experience in Wicklow through projects such as the Ballinastoe Deer Management 
Project, the Calary Deer Steering Group and the Calary/North–East Wicklow Deer TB survey. 
These projects provide a good example for other local groups to follow, in areas affected by 
deer-related issues.

The Manor Kilbride Deer Management Group in West Wicklow has also produced very 
useful and practical code of practice for landowners, to guide successful deer management 
implementation on farmland, and to formalise agreements between landowners and hunters. 

Through the Irish Deer Management Forum, Teagasc and a number of other stakeholders 
have agreed to examine methodologies for to measure the impact of deer in agriculture, and to 
improve awareness of deer issues and mitigation options among farmers. 

My Department introduced a Deer Fencing and Tree Shelter Scheme to protect forests from 
predation by deer in 2018 as deer can cause serious damage to trees, particularly in native 
woodlands. Additionally, my Department has also engaged with the Society of Irish Foresters, 
Teagasc and Third Level Institutes in the delivery of deer management training to professional 
Foresters and Contractors.

Deer Hunter Licencing and Competence are matters for the Department of Culture, Heritage 
and Gaeltacht and the representative bodies, clubs and associations for licenced hunters within 
the State.

The management of the Coillte forest estate  is a matter for, and the responsibility of, the 
company as a commercial State Body. The questions in relation to same have therefore been 
referred to Coillte for direct response to the Deputy within 10 days.

27/02/2019WRH03000GLAS Payments

27/02/2019WRH03100155. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
GLAS payments for a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9836/19]

27/02/2019WRH03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of scheme years 2016 and 2017.

An issue arose in relation to the request by the applicant for a transfer of the GLAS contract 
which has delayed the 2018 Advance payment. The associated BPS application is now under 
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a herd number and not under the partnership number as previously. Department officials are 
aware of this change and are actively working to complete the required change of client for this 
applicant. 

Once this case clears validations the 2018 advance payment will be made. GLAS 2018 ad-
vance payments are issuing on a weekly basis. 

27/02/2019WRH03300GLAS Applications

27/02/2019WRH03400156. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if an application by a person (details supplied) under the GLAS scheme will be considered. 
[9839/19]

27/02/2019WRH03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017 and 
has received the 2017 Advance payment including GLAS plus.

The participant was selected for an inspection and has requested a review of the inspection 
findings. The Department received this review request on 7 February 2019 and the case is cur-
rently being reviewed. 

The participant will be notified in writing of the outcome once the review is completed.

27/02/2019WRH03600Meat Processing Plants

27/02/2019WRH03700157. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 489 of 19 February 2019, the locations these UK 
origin cows were slaughtered; the number of days these cows were resident in Irish herds before 
they were sent to slaughter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9870/19]

27/02/2019WRH03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I refer to the 
answer given in Parliamentary Question No. 489 of 19th February 2019.

The statistics were extracted from the Department’s Animal Identification Movement (AIM) 
database. On the Department’s Animal Identification Movement (AIM) database the origin of 
an animal is based on the location of the particular herd it is born into.

With regard to animals imported directly from the UK for slaughter purposes in Ireland, 
the export location will be listed as the last animal movement outside the jurisdiction on the 
Department’s AIM database. The AIM database does not record animal movement histories 
before this point. 

Animals moved for such purposes will move directly from the given import location in 
Ireland to the approved slaughter facility, and consequently do not spend any time in residence 
on Irish farms.

Table: UK Tagged animals by location of slaughter facility

Province 2017 2018
ULSTER 143 435
MUNSTER 86 517
LEINSTER 6393 4469
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Province 2017 2018
CONNAUGHT 563 699

27/02/2019WRH03900TB Eradication Scheme

27/02/2019WRH04000158. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason representatives from a group (details supplied) were refused admission to the 
2030 TB stakeholder forum; if they will be admitted to future stakeholder meetings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9871/19]

27/02/2019WRH04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The TB Fo-
rum was established mid 2018 and has held a number of meetings. As the work of the Forum is 
nearing completion I do not envisage adding to the membership of this Forum. 

27/02/2019WRH04200Fallen Animal Collection Scheme

27/02/2019WRH04300159. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if consideration will be given to removing or amending the maximum travel distance of 
125km on offal in view of the fact that other toxic and chemical waste can be transported to 
mainland Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9872/19]

27/02/2019WRH04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Fallen 
Animal TSE Subsidy Scheme is an integral part of the infrastructure underpinning Ireland’s 
successful livestock and meat processing industries, which have an estimated combined export 
value of  €3 billion annually. The Scheme ensures primarily that fallen bovine animals over 48 
months, which must be BSE-tested in accordance with EU legislation, are disposed of in com-
pliance with all animal and public health and environmental regulations. 

An operator is free to dispose of animals not eligible under the Fallen Animal TSE Subsidy 
Scheme to a licensed plant of his choice and the arrangements made are a commercial matter 
between them.  

A review of the Fallen Animal TSE Subsidy Scheme was undertaken in 2013, in consulta-
tion with stakeholders. This review took into account a number of factors, including budgetary 
considerations, TSE testing requirements, Animal By-Product (ABP) regulations, the need to 
maintain competition and the need for an adequate collection and disposal infrastructure.  The 
importance of having adequate rendering capacity especially in the event of a serious (Class A) 
disease outbreak was given high priority in the review of the Scheme.  

A number of changes were introduced to the collection of fallen animals in 2013. Those 
included enhanced compliance provisions and putting limits on the distance material can be 
transported while maintaining a competitive aspect to the market. 

Under the terms of the scheme the haulage distance for material to which the scheme applies 
from the intermediate plant (knackery) to rendering plant shall not exceed 125kms radius unless 
with the prior approval of my Department.  The scheme also provides that, where there are not 
two or more rendering premises inside 125kms radius from the intermediate plant, then delivery 
is permitted to either of the two nearest rendering premises as measured by road. 

The transport of other hazardous toxic or chemical waste is not supported under this scheme. 
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27/02/2019WRH04500Livestock Issues

27/02/2019WRH04600160. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason he is apparently complicit in a private arrangement between organisations (details 
supplied) regarding the 4-movement rule by allowing Department funded electronic boards in 
marts to display information which could devalue animals; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9873/19]

27/02/2019WRH04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live-
stock marts play a critical role in the trade of animals in Ireland and it is essential that purchas-
ers have the most up to date information to inform their buying decisions.

In May 2016 I launched the Mart Modernisation Grant Scheme which provided €300,000 in 
funding for new ringside display screens at marts to view the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation 
(ICBF) star ratings for beef breeding stock. The scheme was introduced to assist farmers in the 
purchase of breeding stock for participation in the Beef Data Genomics Programme (BDGP) to 
ensure compliance with the 4 & 5 star breeding requirements of the Programme.

The development of the 4-movement rule is a commercial matter in which neither I nor my 
Department have any role. However, I understand that the display of this type of information 
predates the introduction of this scheme in 2016. 

27/02/2019WRH04800Agriculture Scheme Payments

27/02/2019WRH04900161. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if there was legislation put in place to govern for the 16 month rule and 30 month rule on 
the QPS system; if they can be removed or altered; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9874/19]

27/02/2019WRH05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A Quality Pay-
ment System (QPS) introducing differentiated payments in respect of certain grades of cattle at 
slaughter plants was introduced in 2009 by agreement between Meat Industry Ireland (MII) and 
the Irish Farmers Association (IFA).

My understanding is that any additional bonus payments and the conditions attached to 
qualification for such bonus payments are determined by processors and their retail customers. 
Such conditions may include age limits. These are commercial arrangements and my Depart-
ment has no role in their establishment. 

27/02/2019WRH05100Meat Processing Plant Inspections

27/02/2019WRH05200162. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 184 and 185 of 20 February 2019, if the daily 
system check carried out at the start of each day in meat plants is overseen or carried out by 
Department officials; when a mechanical grading machine is found to be working out of sync 
following an inspection, the number of carcasses graded earlier that day by that machine that 
are rechecked manually, not in real time, to determine the accuracy of the grade and to pinpoint 
the stage at which the mechanical machine fell out of sync; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9876/19]

27/02/2019WRH05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Commission 
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Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/1184 of 20 April 2017 governs the monitoring of carcase 
classification, carcase presentation and weighing.  

The overall performance of a machine is determined by officials from my Department. All 
carcasses are checked normally in real time on the slaughter line or on occasion in the chilling 
rooms to determine machine score. There is no mechanism to permit an officer to pinpoint ex-
actly when the machine went out of tolerance.

The daily system check carried out at the start of each day in meat plants is carried out by 
the plants as part of their standard operating procedures and is not overseen by staff from my 
Department. 

The number of Department inspections conducted annually significantly exceeds the legal 
requirement for the minimum number of inspections set down in EU legislation. In 2018, my 
Department conducted almost 550 inspections.  This is an average of 20 inspections per factory 
per year, which significantly exceeds the legal minimum requirement of 8 inspections per year.  
At each inspection an average of 85 carcasses were inspected for correct classification and car-
case presentation. The legal requirement is 40 carcasses per inspection.  

27/02/2019WRH05400Beef Exports

27/02/2019WRH05500163. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he, with Irish meat plants, requested access to the Chinese market for bone-in beef; if not, 
the reasoning behind this decision; his plans to submit a request in view of the danger posed to 
Irish beef exports by Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9877/19]

27/02/2019WRH05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Market devel-
opment including new market access is a key theme of the Food Wise strategy, and a fundamen-
tal response to the challenges posed by Brexit. Progress and prioritisation of my Department’s 
market access work is made in full consultation with industry, including implementation of the 
Department’s market access action plan, launched in April 2017.

My officials continue to liaise with their Chinese counterparts on a range of issues, includ-
ing approval for additional plants under current beef access; and expanding beef access to 
include bone-in-beef. Progressing access for sheepmeat to the Chinese market will also be a 
priority for 2019.

Questions Nos. 164 to 169, inclusive, answered with Question No. 154.

27/02/2019WRJ00500Irish Land Commission

27/02/2019WRJ00600170. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if Land Commission records have been digitised to date; if so, the number that have been; his 
plans to digitise the entire records collection in order to preserve it for the longer term; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9924/19]

27/02/2019WRJ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): None of the 8 
million or so former Irish Land Commission records held are available in digital format.  There 
are no plans to digitise them at present, although my Department may consider this at a future 
date.
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27/02/2019WRJ00800Animal Slaughtering Standards

27/02/2019WRJ00900171. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 535 to 537 of 12 February 2019, in the case of each of 
the 21 instances in which mechanical grading was suspended, the number of carcases that were 
rechecked by the manual grader back to the last known point of accuracy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [9925/19]

27/02/2019WRJ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/1184 of 20 April 2017 governs the monitoring of carcase 
classification, carcase presentation and weighing. 

When the machine is found to e out of tolerance by officials from my Department the 
slaughter plant is instructed to revert to manual grading.

The overall performance of a machine is determined when the inspection is carried out.  All 
carcasses are checked normally in real time on the slaughter line or on occasion in the chilling 
rooms to determine machine score. There is no mechanism to permit an officer to pinpoint ex-
actly when the machine went out of tolerance.

The number of inspections conducted annually significantly exceeds the legal requirement 
for the minimum number of inspections set down in EU legislation. In 2018, my Department 
conducted almost 550 inspections.  This is an average of 20 inspections per factory per year, 
which significantly exceeds the legal minimum requirement of 8 inspections per year. At each 
inspection an average of 85 carcasses were inspected for correct classification and carcase pre-
sentation. The legal requirement is 40 carcasses per inspection.

27/02/2019WRJ01100Horse Sport Ireland

27/02/2019WRJ01200172. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the suggestion in a report (details supplied) on Horse Sport Ireland that the 
operation of its studbook should be separated from it in view of its role as the national govern-
ing body for equestrian sport; his further views on operating a public tender for the management 
of the Irish Sport Horse draught horse studbook; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9929/19]

27/02/2019WRJ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Equine stud-
books are subject to approval by my Department under European Communities (EQUINE ) 
Regulations, S.I. No.357 of 2011 and Horse Sport Ireland is currently approved to hold the Irish 
Sports Horse and Irish Draught Horse Studbooks. 

The report by Indecon International Consultants “ Review of certain matters relating to 
Horse Sport Ireland” which was published in  2017 recommended that HSI should retain re-
sponsibility for national breeding policy but that the organisation’s board should consider the 
merits of transferring the Sport Horse and Irish Draught studbooks which it currently adminis-
ters to the Irish Horse Board.  This recommendation falls to the Board of Horse Sport Ireland 
to consider i.e. whether this is the most effective way to achieve the breeding and production 
objectives.   

The Board of Directors of HSI has recently been restructured and a new Chairperson and 
three board members have been appointed by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine 
in consultation with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  It will be a matter for this 
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Board in the first instance to consider the future of the studbooks currently under the organisa-
tion’s control.

27/02/2019WRJ01400Beef Industry

27/02/2019WRJ01500173. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that beef factory lots are being used to manipulate the fac-
tory price paid to farmers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9935/19]

27/02/2019WRJ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am aware 
that there has been recent discussion about the use of feedlots in the production of beef.  I am 
also aware of the current challenges facing beef farmers, however, I cannot intervene directly 
in any commodity price. Cattle prices are a matter for the processing industry and the farmers 
who supply it.  

Neither can I intervene in commercial decisions around the farming system that processors 
purchase cattle from.  Cattle prices are influenced by a variety of factors such as the level of 
consumer demand, production levels and exchange rate differences. The UK’s decision to leave 
the EU also presents enormous challenges for the entire beef sector. 

One of the unique strengths of the agri-food sector has been the shared vision for the sus-
tainable development of the sector in Food Wise 2025.  It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. At the last Beef Round table, I highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their 
inter-dependency and to support the sector through examination of mechanisms to add value 
along the supply chain and increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including Beef 
Producer Organisations. 

Officials in my Department are currently engaging extensively with stakeholders in relation 
to Beef Producer Organisations which have strong potential to help strengthen the position of 
the primary producer in the supply chain.

27/02/2019WRJ01700Animal Sales

27/02/2019WRJ01800174. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the 4-movement cattle rule will be revisited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9940/19]

27/02/2019WRJ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There is no 
rule limiting the number of cattle movements to four. 

However, I understand that meat processors make bonus payments in respect of cattle which 
meet market specifications determined by them in conjunction with their retail customers. 

In order to obtain the bonus payment, animals supplied must meet these specifications.  The 
four movement rule to which the Deputy refers is one such specification.  It is entirely a com-
mercial matter and is not a condition imposed by my Department.

27/02/2019WRJ02000Fallen Animal Collection Scheme

27/02/2019WRJ02100175. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
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the 120km offal waste transport rule will be examined in view of the fact that it is perceived to 
inhibit competition. [9941/19]

27/02/2019WRJ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Fallen 
Animal TSE Subsidy Scheme is an integral part of the infrastructure underpinning Ireland’s 
successful livestock and meat processing industries, which have an estimated combined export 
value of €3 billion annually. The Scheme ensures primarily that fallen bovine animals over 48 
months, which must be BSE-tested in accordance with EU legislation, are disposed of in com-
pliance with all animal and public health and environmental regulations. 

An operator is free to dispose of animals not eligible under the Fallen Animal TSE Subsidy 
Scheme to a licensed plant of his choice and the arrangements made are a commercial matter 
between them.  

A review of the Fallen Animal TSE Subsidy Scheme was undertaken in 2013, in consulta-
tion with stakeholders. This review took into account a number of factors, including budgetary 
considerations, TSE testing requirements, Animal By-Product (ABP) regulations, the need to 
maintain competition and the need for an adequate collection and disposal infrastructure.  The 
importance of having adequate rendering capacity especially in the event of a serious (Class A) 
disease outbreak was given high priority in the review of the Scheme.  

A number of changes were introduced to the collection of fallen animals in 2013. Those 
included enhanced compliance provisions and putting limits on the distance material can be 
transported while maintaining a competitive aspect to the market. 

Under the terms of the scheme the haulage distance for material to which the scheme applies 
from the intermediate plant (knackery) to rendering plant shall not exceed 125kms radius unless 
with the prior approval of my Department.  The scheme also provides that, where there are not 
two or more rendering premises inside 125kms radius from the intermediate plant, then delivery 
is permitted to either of the two nearest rendering premises as measured by road.

27/02/2019WRJ02300GLAS Payments

27/02/2019WRJ02400176. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason a person (details supplied) has not received a GLAS payment for 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9971/19]

27/02/2019WRJ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017 and 
has received all payments in respect of scheme year 2017.

A validation issue was identified in relation to the applicant’s Low-input Permanent Pasture 
claim which has delayed processing of the 2018 Advance payment.  The case is being actively 
worked on at the moment and once the case clears validations, the 2018 advance payment will 
be made. GLAS payments are issuing on a weekly basis.

27/02/2019WRJ02600Brexit Supports

27/02/2019WRJ02700177. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of financial state aid-support that will be available to producers in the event of a no-deal 
hard Brexit; the level of support committed to by the EU Commission; the persons he has met 
with in relation to same to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9990/19]
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27/02/2019WRJ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agri-food 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular. As such, Brexit has the potential to 
have a very significant impact on farmers and on the agri-food sector throughout Ireland.

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being required in 
order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very well aware 
of the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy.  This has 
been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly recognised in the 
Commission’s own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan at the end of January to 
discuss the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors. 
We discussed the unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the 
challenges that it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to 
mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market 
supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, 
as well as increased flexibility under State Aid regulations, which has already been the sub-
ject of discussions with the Commission. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readiness 
to respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the situation 
evolves. 

As regards state aid limits, my Department operates the State aid rules and regulations gov-
erning the agriculture sector, where the state aid limits under the agriculture de minimis regula-
tion are currently set at €15,000 per undertaking over a rolling three year period.  

I very much welcome the announcement by the European Commission, that the maximum 
threshold limits under the agriculture de minimis regulation will increase from €15,000 up to 
€25,000, with effect from 14 March 2019.  This will allow for greater flexibility and efficiency, 
notably in times of crisis and situations demanding a swift response by the public authorities.

I have said that the State will not be found wanting when it comes to supporting the Irish 
agri-food sector and farmers when it comes to Brexit.  The increase in the agriculture de mini-
mis limits is a very important first step.

With regard to increases or exemptions to state aid limits applicable to other sectors, this is a 
matter for the Department of Business, Enterprise & Innovation, who are the competent author-
ity for the implementation of the general State aid rules and regulations in Ireland.

27/02/2019WRJ02900Live Exports

27/02/2019WRJ03000178. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a matter regarding the 30 day rule will be addressed (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9994/19]

27/02/2019WRJ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a critical part of Ireland’s livestock industry.  They play a significant role in stimulating 
price competition and providing an alternative market outlet for farmers. 

I am pleased that in 2018 live exports of cattle increased by over 30% to 246,000 head 
compared to 2017.  This change was driven by a significant increase in calf exports to other EU 
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countries (159, 000 head in 2018).  Calf exports to Spain in 2018 increased by 66% on 2017, to 
over 72,500 head.  Exports of Irish calves to Italy and the Netherlands also increased last year, 
to over 12,500 and 48,500 head respectively. Calf exports to Belgium increased from 4,200 to 
13,000 head, from 2017 to 2018.  In 2017 I reduced the veterinary inspection fee payable on 
live exports of calves less than three months of age from €4.80 to €1.20, which has brought 
greater equity to the inspection fee regime. 

It is a requirement under EU law that cattle exported from Ireland within the EU must com-
plete a residency period on a holding prior to export.  The animal must have been resident on a 
single holding for 30 days or more, within 29 days of moving to an assembly centre for export.  
Subsequent to moving from the holding, an animal may move one time through a mart and/or 
one time through a dealer’s holding, in that order.  No further moves are permitted.  The 30 days 
holding of origin and any dealer holding must be free from all TB restrictions at time of export. 

To check on compliance with the requirements, additional validation checks on the residen-
cy requirement were introduced by the Department on the Animal Identification and Movement 
System in April 2017.

27/02/2019WRJ03200Radon Control Strategy

27/02/2019WRJ03300179. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the grants available to households for radon remediation in circumstances in 
which variations of radon levels have been detected in the home; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9789/19]

27/02/2019WRJ03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Currently there are no grants available to households specifically in relation to radon 
remediation.    While the Radiological Protection (Amendment) Act, 2002 provides a legisla-
tive structure for radon remediation, no scheme was ever commenced under its provisions. In 
light of lessons learned in the delivery of similar schemes in other jurisdictions, the provisions 
under the 2002 Act are no longer considered appropriate for the delivery of a modern, efficient 
and effective scheme. 

To ensure the maximum uptake for testing and remediation of dwellings of any future 
scheme, my Department provided funding last year for the Environmental Protection Agency 
to undertake a survey on radon financial incentives in both high and low risk areas. The out-
comes of this survey are currently being analysed and will inform policy on future actions in 
this regard.

27/02/2019WRJ03500Bituminous Fuel Ban

27/02/2019WRJ03600180. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the ban on smoky coal will come into effect nationwide. [9807/19]

27/02/2019WRJ03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Question No 198 on 19 February 2019. The position is un-
changed.  Recent scientific evidence indicates that air pollution is more damaging at lower 
concentrations than was previously understood. With this in mind, I am committed to bringing 
forward Ireland’s first ever National Clean Air Strategy. The Strategy, which I intend to pub-
lish this year, will provide the policy framework necessary to identify and promote integrated 
measures across Government that are required to reduce air pollution and promote cleaner air, 
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while delivering on wider national objectives. Domestic solid fuel use will be addressed in the 
context of the strategy.

27/02/2019WRJ03800Greenhouse Gas Emissions

27/02/2019WRJ03900181. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the process for paying carbon tax for airlines flying in Irish airspace; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9835/19]

27/02/2019WRJ04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Since 2012, greenhouse gas emissions associated with flights operating in the Euro-
pean Economic Area (EEA), including domestic flights as well as those to and from third coun-
tries, are covered by the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS). Airlines are required to monitor, 
report and verify their emissions, and to surrender allowances against those emissions. Airlines 
receive tradeable allowances covering a certain level of emissions from their flights per year 
and must purchase allowances to cover any shortfall between their allocated sum of free emis-
sions allowances and their actual emissions, as reported annually.    The EU since decided to 
limit the scope of the EU ETS to flights within the EEA to support the development of a global 
Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA) by the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO). CORSIA aims to stabilise emissions at 2020 levels 
by requiring airlines to offset the growth of their emissions after 2020. 

Fuel consumption associated with aviation emissions included in the EU ETS are not sub-
ject to a carbon tax in Ireland.

27/02/2019WRJ04100Broadband Service Provision

27/02/2019WRJ04200182. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the date for the roll out of high speed broadband for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9840/19]

27/02/2019WRJ04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the BLUE area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The BLUE areas are where commercial providers are either current-
ly delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.   Where a citizen living 
in a Blue area is unable to obtain a high speed broadband service, I would encourage them to 
email my Department at broadband@dccae.gov.ie with their Eircode and details of the service 
providers they have contacted and the issues encountered in respect of accessing high speed 
broadband.

27/02/2019WRJ04400Inland Fisheries

27/02/2019WRJ04500183. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the eel fishermen compensation scheme for affected fishermen; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [9934/19]

27/02/2019WRJ04600Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment(Deputy Seán Canney): I refer to the reply to Question No. 574 of 12 February 
2019.    I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that payments have issued to applicants 
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who have communicated, in writing, formal acceptance of the offer and confirmation of an un-
dertaking to adhere to the conditions of the scheme and their individual letter of offer. Payments 
will issue to other eligible applicants as soon as they make the required returns to IFI.

In addition, the closing date or appeals under the scheme was Friday last, 22 February, and 
all appeals received will be considered shortly.

27/02/2019WRJ04700Broadcasting Charge

27/02/2019WRJ04800184. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied) in relation to the broad-
casting levy; and the plans and timelines in relation to the introduction of the reduction; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [9943/19]

27/02/2019WRJ04900185. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if a reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied) in relation to the 
broadcasting levy; and the plans and timelines in relation to the introduction of the reduction 
[9945/19]

27/02/2019WRJ05000186. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied) in relation to the broad-
casting levy; the plans and timelines in relation to the introduction of the reduction; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9947/19]

27/02/2019WRJ05100187. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a reply will issue to correspondence (details supplied) in relation to the broad-
casting levy; the plans and timelines in relation to the introduction of the reduction.; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [9949/19]

27/02/2019WRJ05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 184 to 187, inclusive, together.  

A number of Deputies have raised this issue with my Department and replies are in the pro-
cess of being issued to all. 

The position is that the Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill which includes proposed amend-
ments to the Broadcasting Levy provisions is currently at an advanced drafting stage by Parlia-
mentary Counsel and is expected to be published in Q2 2019. 

The Bill includes amendments to Section 33 and 123 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 to al-
low for the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) to be allocated public funding from TV 
Licence fee receipts towards meeting its operating expenses. A further amendment to Section 
33 provides criteria that the Authority can consider when determining the granting of exemp-
tions, deferrals or reductions in the levy for individual broadcasters or classes of broadcasters. 
It is intended that the consequent reductions in levy contributions, up to a maximum of 50%, 
would be applied across the board by the BAI so that all broadcasters would benefit in equal 
proportion from the measure. 

It is not possible to make changes to the existing levy provisions until the legislative amend-
ments contained in the Broadcasting (Amdendment) Bill have been enacted and the BAI makes 
a new Levy Order to give effect to same.
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27/02/2019WRK00300Renewable Heat Incentive

27/02/2019WRK00400188. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of plans to introduce a support scheme for renewable heat; if state aid 
approval has formally been applied for; and if so, when approval will be granted and the scheme 
opened for biomass; if approval has not been sought, when it will be applied for; when he ex-
pects the scheme to open for biomass; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9952/19]

27/02/2019WRK00500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat (SSRH) has been developed to financial-
ly support the adoption of renewable heating systems by commercial, industrial, agricultural, 
district heating and other non-domestic heat users not covered by the EU Emissions Trading 
System. Under Project Ireland 2040, the National Development Plan published earlier this year 
sets out an allocation of €300 million for the rollout of the scheme for the period 2018 to 2027.   
The first phase of the scheme, an installation grant for heat pumps, opened for applications on 
12 September 2018. This phase of the scheme will support ground, air and water source elec-
tric heat pump installations providing grant-aid of up to 30% of the installation cost. The first 
phase of the scheme was implemented under the State aid General Block Exemption Regulation 
(GBER) and did not require prior approval from the European Commission.

The second phase of the scheme, an operational support for biomass boilers and anaerobic 
digestion heating systems, cannot be accommodated within the provisions of the GBER and, 
therefore, must follow the full State aid notification process. My Department has submitted a 
formal State aid notification to the European Commission. It is intended to open the second 
phase of the SSRH for applications early this year, subject to the State aid process. 

The Scheme Overview is available on my Department’s website at the following link: https://
www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Scheme%20for%20Renewable%20Heat%20Scheme%20Over-
view.pdf

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), as scheme administrator of the SSRH, 
is currently finalising the detailed Terms and Conditions for the operational support element 
of the scheme. In order to assist stakeholders, the SEAI has published a working draft of the 
Terms and Conditions for the scheme on their website. This can be found at: https://www.seai.
ie/resources/publications/Support-Scheme-Renewable-Heat-Draft-Terms-and-Conditions-.pdf

27/02/2019WRK00600Motor Tax

27/02/2019WRK00700189. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if motor 
tax can be paid in smaller monthly instalments rather than larger quarterly payments to assist 
those with limited means; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9974/19]

27/02/2019WRK00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are no plans 
currently to review the basis for paying motor tax.

On the basis of the current arrangements, the number of motor tax discs issued each year is 
in the order of some 5m discs.  In addition, renewal notices are issued to vehicle owners in the 
month of expiry of a motor tax disc.  The introduction of a facility whereby a motor tax disc can 
be taken out on a monthly basis would significantly increase the volume of discs and renewals, 
with a resultant increase in the costs of operating the motor tax system administratively and in 
terms of financial costs and controls, including bank charges, which are not currently met by 
vehicle owners.
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If a system of payment by direct debit is being proposed, it should be noted such a proposal 
would require significant additional enforcement provisions to recoup income lost to the tax-
payer where there are insufficient funds in personal accounts to meet the payment or where 
the direct debit option is cancelled after a disc has been issued, as well as provisions to enable 
recovery of a disc in such circumstances.

27/02/2019WRK00900Roads Maintenance Funding

27/02/2019WRK01000190. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment notified local authorities in relation the recently confirmed new round of the CIS; 
when the funding will be distributed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9785/19]

27/02/2019WRK01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local au-
thority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those 
roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

Local authorities were notified of the Department’s regional and local road allocations for 
2019 including those for CIS on the 1st February 2019.  Details of the regional and local road 
grant allocations to local authorities are outlined in the regional and local road grant booklets 
which are available in the Oireachtas Library.

27/02/2019WRK01200Bus Services

27/02/2019WRK01300191. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to introduce BusConnect to County Limerick; if so, the timescale in this regard; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [9775/19]

27/02/2019WRK01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may 
be aware work is ongoing to develop a Limerick – Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strat-
egy. The Strategy will evaluate the potential for a BusConnects-type investment programme 
for Limerick and will provide the strategic framework within which public transport will be 
improved in the area in the years ahead.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is working in partnership with the local authori-
ties in developing that Strategy, a model which has worked well in Galway and Cork already.  I 
understand that a public consultation will take place this year. 

Given the NTA’s role in the development of the Strategy, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for a more detailed reply in relation to the timescale involved.  Please contact 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

27/02/2019WRK01500Bus Services

27/02/2019WRK01600192. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
views on whether it is prudent or good practice by the National Transport Authority to run buses 
from Kilkenny to Clonmel four times a day to begin service in Clonmel that are empty; the rea-
son they cannot stop in various towns and villages on the route to collect and carry passengers 
to and from Kilkenny and Clonmel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9779/19]
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27/02/2019WRK01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

27/02/2019WRK01800Public Transport

27/02/2019WRK01900193. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans for 
accessibility of public transport for persons with disabilities in view of the fact that there is no 
accessible routes for wheelchair users on a route (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9810/19]

27/02/2019WRK02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded your questions to the 
NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

27/02/2019WRK02100Light Rail Projects

27/02/2019WRK02200194. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide an undertaking that the Metro project will be delivered in a timely and cost effective 
fashion; and the concerns he has regarding same. [9869/19]

27/02/2019WRK02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the National Transport Authority (NTA) and Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) are 
developing revised proposals for public consultation in relation to a “Preferred Route” of the 
proposed MetroLink. 

This “Preferred Route” follows on from last year’s public consultation on what was known 
as a “Emerging Preferred Route”, a public consultation which gave rise to much public com-
mentary, particularly regarding a number of different local areas across the city.

In developing their revised proposals the NTA and TII are seeking to develop a new cross-
city public transport corridor via the airport and out to Swords and, in doing so, increase capac-
ity on the Luas Green Line. In trying to achieve that ambition they are also listening to the views 
of the public, including those living along the Green Line, as regards what level of disruption is 
acceptable to deliver the increased capacity the Line needs. 

It is a matter for the NTA and TII to bring their revised proposals forward for public con-
sultation and I look forward to hearing the public’s views on the “Preferred Route” when it is 
published in the coming weeks.  

The Deputy is right to note the importance of timely and cost effective delivery of projects 
such as this, and those issues are obviously important matters for consideration as the project 
moves onto this next phase of consultation.
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27/02/2019WRK02400Driver Licence Data

27/02/2019WRK02500195. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of Irish driver licences that were required by law to be surrendered and were surrendered, re-
spectively in each of the years 2011 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [9909/19]

27/02/2019WRK02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

27/02/2019WRK02700Taxi Data

27/02/2019WRK02800196. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of taxi plates in County Kildare; the number in each county nationally in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9912/19]

27/02/2019WRK02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including the licensing of taxis, is a matter for 
the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. 

Given the particular role of the Authority in these matters, I have referred your question to 
the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within 10 working days.

27/02/2019WRK03000Sports Capital Programme Eligibility

27/02/2019WRK03100197. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if there are 
grants available through the sports capital allocations for schools for low cost projects such as 
play trails and play spaces within school grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9920/19]

27/02/2019WRK03200198. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
is available outside of sports capital funding mechanisms for schools for low cost projects such 
a play trails and play spaces within school grounds; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [9921/19]

27/02/2019WRK03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 197 and 198 together.

The provision of sports facilities in schools is primarily the responsibility of the Minister for 
Education and Skills.   

In relation to sports facilities generally, the Sports Capital Programme is the primary vehicle 
for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the 
purchase of non-personal sports equipment. Grants are available to sports clubs, voluntary and 
community groups, national governing bodies of sport, and local authorities.  Third level col-
leges, Education and Training Boards (ETBs) and schools may only apply for funding jointly 
with sports clubs or organisations.  It is a stated aim of the SCP to encourage the sharing of 
sports facilities and schools and other educational institutions gain extra marks at assessment 
by showing that their facilities are shared with local sports clubs and groups. 
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Under the most recent 2017 round of the Sports Capital Programme 45 grants were allocat-
ed to schools and other educational organisations with a total value of over €2m.  These grants 
included walking/jogging tracks, multi-use games areas and sports equipment.  The programme 
does not fund playgrounds.  

In terms of future priorities, the National Sports Policy which was published last year in-
cludes a specific chapter on the development of sports facilities and recognises that schools 
provide important opportunities for the development of physical literacy.  A Sports Leadership 
Group has been established to drive the implementation of the policy and to draw up an Action 
Plan to deliver the objectives outlined in the policy. The Department of Education and Skills is 
represented on the Leadership Group and the first Action Plan is expected to be published later 
this year.

27/02/2019WRK03500Bus Services

27/02/2019WRK03600199. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding a traffic hazard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9923/19]

27/02/2019WRK03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for 
the planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including the provision of bus 
stops and bus shelters. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

27/02/2019WRK03800Parking Charges

27/02/2019WRK03900200. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
National Transport Authority has a designated preferential daily rate in the Dublin city coach 
park to facilitate all day parking for operators of multiple services vehicles providing scheduled 
licensed public service into Dublin in view of fact that Dublin City Council are proposing a 
charge of €9 in all coach parking locations throughout Dublin city; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [9930/19]

27/02/2019WRK04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, includ-
ing the Coach Park referred to by the Deputy.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

27/02/2019WRK04100Departmental Expenditure
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27/02/2019WRK04200201. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the code or 
heading under which the expenditure for cycling and-or walking appear in the accounts of his 
Department; the cycling and walking projects and the allocation to each which were funded 
between 1 January and 31 December 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[9953/19]

27/02/2019WRK04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may 
be aware I have secured significant improved funding allocations over the period 2018-2021 
which will benefit both cyclists and walkers.

These improved allocations over this period include:

- €110 million specifically dedicated to cycling and walking infrastructure in our major 
urban areas;

- €135 million for sustainable urban transport measures;

- €750 million approximately towards the BusConnects programme in Dublin which will 
include the delivery of around 200 kilometres of segregated cycling lanes, where possible; and

- €53 million to support the development of new Greenways. 

As the Deputy can see from the above, these are all multi-annual capital infrastructure pro-
grammes and annual allocations will vary over the lifetime of the individual programmes, while 
drawdown requirements within a particular year may also vary depending on various issues 
such as specific progress on individual projects over the course of a particular year. 

Funding for cycling and walking is provided under a number of different programmes, of 
which the two principal ones are now the Smarter Travel/Sustainable Urban Transport pro-
gramme and the Cycling and Walking programme. Expenditure for these programmes is re-
corded under subhead B8 (Sustainable and Public Transport) in my Department. 

The allocation of funding in respect of individual projects is managed by the National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) in conjunction with the relevant local authorities, accordingly I have  re-
ferred  your question to the NTA for a more detailed reply. Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/02/2019WRK04400Brexit Supports

27/02/2019WRK04500202. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he or 
his officials have engaged with the EU Commission for the provision of state aid to hauliers 
and other transport providers in the event of a no-deal hard Brexit; the meetings he has held on 
same; the organisations he has engaged with on same; the level of support which will be made 
available to the industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9991/19]

27/02/2019WRK04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Department of 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation is providing extensive supports, schemes and advice to 
ensure that businesses are prepared for Brexit, and the Department and its agencies are assisting 
businesses to meet their challenges by identifying key risk areas and the practical preparatory 
actions to be taken over the coming weeks.  The Department of Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation has launched a €300 million Brexit Loan Scheme.  For information on how this scheme 
may apply to the road transport sector, the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
should be contacted.
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27/02/2019WRK04700Tidy Towns Committees Funding

27/02/2019WRK04800203. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans in relation to the provision of ring-fenced funding under the tidy towns competition 
funding for RAPID designated housing estates to encourage the residents of these estates to get 
involved in the management and maintenance of the estates; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [9770/19]

27/02/2019WRK04900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Tidy 
Towns competition was originally launched by Fáilte Ireland over 60 years ago.  Since its in-
ception, the competition has grown from 52 entrants in 1958, to 883 entrants in 2018.  

As Minister for Rural and Community Development, I was delighted to be in a position to 
announce grant funding to TidyTowns Committees of €1.4 million for each of the years 2017 
and 2018, to mark the 60th anniversary of the competition.  This funding has allowed the Com-
mittees to prepare better for the annual competition through the purchase or upgrade of small 
equipment and other materials.  

While there is no specific funding ring-fenced for TidyTowns Committees looking to main-
tain housing estates, it should be noted that TidyTowns Committees can apply, as community 
groups, for funding to other schemes within my Department, such as the Community Enhance-
ment Programme. This programme is administered through the Local Community Develop-
ment Committees (LCDCs), and allows applications for funding for the management and main-
tenance of estates.

In 2018, 158 applications were approved for funding of €536,816 to TidyTowns Commit-
tees under the Community Enhancement Programme.

27/02/2019WRK05000Local Improvement Scheme

27/02/2019WRK05100204. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if his 
Department notified local authorities in relation to the recently confirmed new round of the LIS; 
when the funding will be distributed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9785/19]

27/02/2019WRK05200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or 
non-public roads in rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and is administered 
through the Local Authorities. 

As the Deputy may be aware, there was no dedicated funding for this scheme for a number 
of years due to constraints on public expenditure.  However, I was very conscious of the under-
lying demand for the scheme in rural areas throughout the country. 

I reintroduced the LIS in September 2017 and allocated a total of €17.5 million to Local 
Authorities for LIS roads in 2017.  In 2018, I allocated over €20 million for LIS roads in two 
phases - April 2018 and October 2018.

On 7th February 2019, I announced a further €10 million to Local Authorities for LIS roads 
across the country. The allocations for each county were published on my Department’s website 
at: 

https://drcd.gov.ie/about/news-centre/press-releases/funding-for-local-improvement-
schemes-continues-to-be-a-lifeline-for-rural-communities-minister-ring/.
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Formal notification and related terms and conditions for the funding is being issued to the 
Local Authorities this week. 

The new round of funding will be released in two tranches following the completion of 
works as follows:

1. 50% of the funding will be made available once Local Authorities have certified comple-
tion of projects approved under the October 2018 LIS announcement, and completion of the 
first half of works from their 2019 allocation.

2. The balance will be made available at a later stage, following completion of the remaining 
projects under the 2019 scheme.

27/02/2019WRK05300Seniors Alert Scheme

27/02/2019WRK05400205. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
plans he has put in place in the event of a hard Brexit in relation to the senior alert scheme and 
the provision of panic buttons to ensure that there will be an adequate supply of this equipment 
for the elderly and vulnerable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9881/19]

27/02/2019WRK05500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment is responsible for the Seniors Alert Scheme which encourages community support for vul-
nerable older people in our communities through the provision of personal monitored alarms to 
enable them to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. 
Funding is available under the scheme towards the purchase by a registered community based-
organisation of a personal alarm or pendant. Pobal administers the scheme on my Department’s 
behalf. 

In relation to the potential impact of Brexit, Pobal has sought assurances from all equipment 
suppliers in respect of their Brexit readiness to ensure they are doing as much as possible to 
maintain the supply of equipment.   My Department and Pobal are satisfied that suppliers are 
taking necessary steps to mitigate supply risks. 

27/02/2019WRK05600Carer’s Allowance Payments

27/02/2019WRK05700206. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a carer’s allowance payment will issue in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9780/19]

27/02/2019WRK05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

 I confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the 
person concerned on 31 August 2018. 

 The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although the person concerned is providing a certain level of care the person 
is not considered to be providing full-time care and attention.

 The person concerned was notified on 2 Oct 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and of 
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her right of review and appeal. 

The person concerned requested a review of this decision. The outcome of the review is that 
the original decision is confirmed. On 25 February 2019 the person concerned was notified of 
this outcome.

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRL00200Pensions Reform

27/02/2019WRL00300207. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the way in which the pensions of pre-2020 entrants will be affected by the move to a 
total contributions approach in 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9782/19]

27/02/2019WRL00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since 2010, it has been Government policy to replace the Yearly Average system with a Total 
Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the level of entitlement for all new state pension 
contributory claims from 2020 onwards (TCA2020). 

In January 2018, I announced the Government Decision to introduce a new interim Total 
Contributions Approach (TCA) to the calculation of State Pension (Contributory) for pension-
ers born on or after 1 September 1946, who were awarded state pension (contributory) under 
the post 2012 rate bands.  This approach, which includes generous provision for homecaring 
periods, will benefit many such pensioners, especially those who took time out of the workplace 
for caring purposes.  The required primary legislative provisions are contained in the Social 
Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 2018, enacted on 24 December 2018.  All the 
necessary regulatory and system changes have now been made to allow the increased payments 
to begin. 

My Department is now reviewing the pension payments of approximately 91,000 pension-
ers who were awarded less than the maximum rate of pension since September 2012.  Given 
the number of pensioners involved, this work will take a number of months to complete.  The 
increased payments will also include arrears to the 30th March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th 
birthday if later.  The Department is using information it already has to complete these reviews.  
However, in quite a number of cases, additional information is required from the pensioners 
concerned about gap periods in their social insurance records and my Department will be in 
touch with each of those pensioners individually to get that information. 

As regards the TCA model that will apply for all new pensioners post-2020, I launched a 
public consultation on the design of the full scheme on the 28th of May to which a wide variety 
of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of workshops were also held on the day to elicit 
views and feedback.  All Oireachtas members were invited to a detailed briefing in Leinster 
House by my officials shortly afterwards.  The consultation was open for over 3 months and the 
Department received almost 300 responses from individuals and organisations.  Those submis-
sions outlined the views of respondents on a number of issues, including the number of years 
required for a full pension, as intended as part of the consultation process. 

I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consultation.  
Having considered this analysis, I intend bringing a proposal to Government shortly, setting out 
the proposed details of the scheme.  When the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, 
I will initiate the work required to introduce this reform.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 
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27/02/2019WRL00500Pensions Reform

27/02/2019WRL00600208. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a calculator for the total contributions pension will be in place via the Pensions 
Authority; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9783/19]

27/02/2019WRL00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Regulation and supervision of State Pensions does not come under the remit of the Pension Au-
thority. Therefore it has no role in the provision of information in relation to the State pension.  
The Pensions Authority regulates occupational pension and private pensions.   

The Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establish-
ing the level of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards 
(TCA2020).  

I launched a public consultation on the design of the full TCA to be introduced from 2020 
on the 28th of May to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of 
workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback.  All Oireachtas members 
were invited to a detailed briefing in Leinster House by my officials shortly afterwards.  The 
consultation was open for over 3 months and the Department received almost 300 responses 
from individuals and organisations. 

I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consultation.  I 
intend to bring a proposal to Government shortly, setting out the details of the scheme.  When 
the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will initiate the work required to intro-
duce this reform, including the necessary legislation and systems development.  People will be 
informed of the details of the scheme as soon as possible, following the Government decision.

Following the replacement of the existing Yearly Average approach with the Total Contribu-
tions Approach, the calculation of benefit levels under the State pension (contributory) should 
become significantly less complex, and it is intended to review, at that stage, the provision of 
information regarding future entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/02/2019WRL00800Pensions Reform

27/02/2019WRL00900209. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to create a clear and easy to read page on www.welfare.ie outlining the 
persons that will be affected by the changes and the meaning of those changes for their expected 
pensions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9784/19]

27/02/2019WRL01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA)  to establish the level 
of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards (TCA2020).  

I launched a public consultation on the design of the full TCA to be introduced from 2020 
on the 28th of May 2018 to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number 
of workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback.  All Oireachtas members 
were invited to a detailed briefing in Leinster House by my officials shortly afterwards.  The 
consultation was open for over 3 months and the Department received almost 300 responses 
from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined the views of respondents on a 
number of issues, including the number of years required for a full pension, as intended as part 
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of the consultation process. 

I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consultation.  I 
intend to bring a proposal to Government shortly, setting out the details of the scheme.  When 
the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will initiate the work required to intro-
duce this reform, including the necessary legislation and systems development.  

People will be informed of the details of the scheme as soon as possible, following the 
Government decision. Arrangements will be put in place for appropriate communications at 
that time.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/02/2019WRL01100Carer’s Allowance Review

27/02/2019WRL01200210. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a review can be facilitated in the case of the refusal of carer’s allowance to a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9859/19]

27/02/2019WRL01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer on the 22nd February 2019, who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/02/2019WRL01400Carer’s Allowance Applications

27/02/2019WRL01500211. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason for the three month delay in sending the carer’s allowance application file of 
a person (details supplied) to the Social Welfare Appeals Office upon request in early Novem-
ber 2018; the average time it takes to forward carer’s allowance application files from the date 
requested by the Social Welfare Appeals Office; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9905/19]

27/02/2019WRL01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Where a person is unhappy with the decision of one of the Department’s Deciding Officers, 
they can appeal that decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).

As part of the appeal process all evidence submitted is reviewed by a different Deciding 
Officer to see if a revised decision is warranted. This can take some time in the case of carer’s 
allowance (CA) applications, primarily due to the nature of the scheme but also in cases where 
additional medical evidence has been submitted in support of the appeal. 

Where the original decision is confirmed, a submission is prepared to explain the Deciding 
Officer’s decisions and this submission is forwarded to the SWAO.

At all times every effort is made to complete reviews and ensure, where necessary, that ap-
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peals proceed as quickly as possible. 

In the case mentioned by the Deputy, the evidence submitted in support of the application 
was examined and the deciding officer decided that this evidence did not indicate that the re-
quirement for full time care and attention was satisfied. The person concerned appealed this 
decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) and submitted additional information in 
support of same.   

The evidence was reviewed and the outcome of that review was that an appeal is not re-
quired as it was decided that the requirement for full-time care and attention was satisfied.  

Carer’s allowance was awarded to the person concerned on 25 February 2019 and the first 
payment will issue to their nominated bank account/post office on 7 March 2019  

Arrears of allowance due from 2 August 2018 to 25 February 2019 will also issue on 7 
March 2019.

The person concerned was notified on 25 February 2019 of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

27/02/2019WRL01700Farm Assist Scheme Applications

27/02/2019WRL01800212. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a farm assist application by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9928/19]

27/02/2019WRL01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned applied for Farm Assist on 29th March 2017 and was awarded a reduced rate 
of payment due to means. An appeal regarding the means assessment was ruled on in June 2018 
and the assessment remained unchanged.

The person concerned sought a review of his entitlement on 20th June 2018 and a  revised 
decision was issued on 3rd December 2018. Arising from the review, his means were reduced 
and this decision was backdated to 21st September 2018 and all arrears due were issued. 

This decision has also been appealed and notification of this was received from the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on 20th   February 2019, requesting the relevant departmental papers 
from the Department. A written submission is being prepared by the Deciding Officer and the 
appeal will then be referred to an Appeals Officer for consideration.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/02/2019WRL02000JobPath Programme

27/02/2019WRL02100213. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the funding available to a person (details supplied) to obtain the required training to qualify 
for a licence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9983/19]

27/02/2019WRL02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary purpose of the activation services provided by my Department, including the JobPath 
service, is to assist and support jobseekers to look for and sustain full time employment.  
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My Department refers long-term jobseeking customers to the JobPath service to receive 
one-to-one intensive and regular engagement with a personal adviser who will assess their 
skills, experience, challenges and work goals. A personal progression plan is agreed with each 
client, this plan includes a schedule of activities, including relevant training and educational 
programmes to assist them in finding full-time sustainable employment. 

Both JobPath service providers have their own discretionary funds available to pay for train-
ing or other appropriate interventions; the decision to approve or reject any request for funding 
is solely at the discretion of the JobPath provider. 

In regard to the individual case raised by the Deputy, the person concerned was referred to 
the JobPath Service on 20/10/18. He found part time employment in January 2019.  The cli-
ent indicated to his personal advisor that he would be able to get additional employment with 
his current employer if he had specific skills, an appropriate training course was identified, the 
JobPath contractor agreed to provide 50% of the funding and the client was agreeable to paying 
the balance.  The course was due to commence on Monday 22nd February, however, the person 
concerned did not confirm to the JobPath contractor he was available to attend. At their next 
meeting his personal advisor will discuss the matter with the client for the purposes of agreeing 
another date for the training requested.  

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

27/02/2019WRL02300Home Loan Scheme

27/02/2019WRL02400214. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will publish the credit policy in relation to applications for the Rebuilding Ireland 
home loan fixed rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [9773/19]

27/02/2019WRL02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Credit Policy document for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme provides detailed 
guidance to the Housing Agency and local authorities for assessing and approving applications 
for a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL). It includes guidance on assessing an applicant’s 
income, their ability to repay a loan, and other factors in determining whether a loan should be 
approved or the amount that should be approved, in each case. This is similar to credit assess-
ments undertaken by commercial mortgage providers. 

Given the nature of some of the material in the Credit Policy it is considered that publication 
of the Policy in full could prejudice the effectiveness of the credit committee in reaching a bal-
anced decision on the merits of an individual mortgage application under this scheme.  There-
fore a redacted version of the Policy has been published, which is available on the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan website at the following link:

http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie/uploads/files/RIHL%20Redacted%20Credit%20Poli-
cy%20-%20Final.pdf.

Housing Provision

27/02/2019WRL02525215. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the Rebuilding Ireland target for new house construction is as detailed in page 47 of 
the Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness (details supplied) and which is repeated on the 
Rebuilding Ireland website in the pillar 3 section of the site; and the reason he claimed during 
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Other Questions on 20 February 2019 that the target in Rebuilding Ireland is for housing supply 
to increase to 25,000 in 2020. [9787/19]

27/02/2019WRL02550Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Rebuilding Ireland provides for the doubling of housing output to 25,000 per annum over the 
period 2017-2021 and also seeks to reach the 25,000 annual figure by 2020 at latest.  I am con-
fident, on the basis of the progress made to date and the range of indicators of housing activity, 
that the target will be achieved.

27/02/2019WRL02600Local Authority Housing Rents

27/02/2019WRL02700216. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if social welfare payments received by a tenant in respect of a child can be assessed as 
income for differential rents by a local authority (details supplied); if a national framework ex-
ists which governs local authorities to ensure consistency in this respect; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [9806/19]

27/02/2019WRL02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The right of local authorities to set and collect rents on their dwellings is laid down in section 
58 of the Housing Act 1966.  The making or amending of such schemes is an executive function 
and is subject to broad principles set out by my Department, including that rent levels should be 
based on income and reflect tenants’ ability to pay. 

Different approaches are taken to rent charging and setting across the country. Local au-
thorities define income as the “assessable income of the principal earner, reduced by statutory 
deductions and pension contributions on such income” and detail a list of sources of income 
(including social welfare payments of the type referred to) considered assessable. It should be 
noted that rent schemes are consistent with the definition of income for the purposes of assess-
ment of eligibility set out in the Household Means Policy under the Social Housing (Assess-
ment) Regulations 2011.

Considerable work has been carried out by my Department in developing a draft national 
differential rents framework for the purposes of section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2009. Such a framework has as its main aim the harmonisation of local authority 
rents, including a set of standardised income disregards, whilst retaining the general principle 
of rents related to household income.  Under section 31, the making and revocation of a rent 
scheme would become reserved functions, while the charging of rents would remain an execu-
tive function. 

In line with Rebuilding Ireland, work is advancing on the review of the disparate systems 
of differential rent for social housing in place across local authorities. The overall objective is 
to ensure that housing supports are fair and sustainable and prioritise those on lowest incomes. 
The issue of what types of income would be assessable for rent purposes will be examined in 
this context. I expect that the review will be completed in the near future.

27/02/2019WRL02900Local Authority Funding

27/02/2019WRL03000217. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the level and value of funding provided to local councils in gross terms as a percentage of 
GNI; the level as a percentage of GDP; and the EU 15 and EU 28 averages of state funding to 
local councils as a percentage of GDP. [9862/19]
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27/02/2019WRL03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Comptroller and Auditor General publishes a report on the central government funding of 
local government. The most recent report refers to 2017 and is available at the following link:

https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/Find-Report/Publications/2018/2017-Annual-Report-Chapter-
04-Central-government-funding-of-local-authorities1.pdf.  

The report outlines that in 2017 local authorities received a total of €2.66bn in transfers 
from central government. 

The CSO publishes GDP and GNI statistics on its website and figures for 2017 are available 
at the following link:

https://cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-nie/nie2017/mainaggregates.

Figures from the CSO indicate that in 2017 Irish GDP was €293Bn and GNI was €233Bn. 
On that basis, central government funding of local government equated to 0.91% of GDP and 
1.14% of GNI in 2017. 

Details in relation the funding provided to local councils in other EU member states is not 
routinely collated in my Department but may be available from Eurostat at https://ec.europa.
eu/eurostat.

27/02/2019WRL03200Foreshore Licence Applications

27/02/2019WRL03300218. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Housing, Planning 
and Local Government the status of the foreshore lease requested by a group (details supplied) 
in respect of the upgrading of the existing pier, reclamation, construction of a marina and the 
installation of pontoons at Schull harbour, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [9878/19]

27/02/2019WRL03400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): My Department received a foreshore lease application in 2012 
from Schull Community Harbour Development Company Limited to facilitate works on the 
foreshore in Schull Harbour, Co. Cork. 

The works proposed are the development in the inner harbour area, with a 235 berth ma-
rina extending in area from Schull Pier to the North Shore of the harbour. The proposed works 
are substantial and include land reclamation, construction of an armored breakwater extending 
from the pier, two floating pontoons/breakwaters, a car park and access road and other associat-
ed structures.  The proposed development is within a designated Special Area of Conservation.

Progression of this case was delayed due to the requirement for the applicant to provide an 
Updated Natura Impact Statement which was received in January 2016.  The application is cur-
rently undergoing a technical assessment by the Marine Licence Vetting Committee (MLVC). 
Once the report of the MLVC is available I expect that the matter will come before me for de-
termination.

27/02/2019WRL03500Commemorative Events

27/02/2019WRL03600219. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the amount of funding made available to date for the decade of centenaries programme; 
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the amount that will be allocated and-or provided for in the remaining years; and if supplemen-
tary funds will be made available to the National Archive in the context of the large number of 
records it received on 1 February 2019 and in view of the fact this body is under-resourced to 
deal with this body of work. [9794/19]

27/02/2019WRL03700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The De-
cade of Centenaries programme commenced in 2012 and has to date commemorated major 
events including the 1916 Rising, the First World War, the introduction of voting rights for 
women and their right to stand as candidates in parliamentary elections. The objective of the 
State centenary commemoration programme for the remaining years from 2019 – 2023 is to en-
sure that this complex period in our history, including the Struggle for Independence, Partition, 
the Foundation of the State and the Civil War, is remembered appropriately, proportionately, 
respectfully and with sensitivity.  

To date, total funding of €76m (current and capital) has been allocated to my Department 
for the programme.  The programme will be appropriately and adequately resourced by Gov-
ernment for the  remaining years out to 2023. Further information regarding the programme is 
available on my Department’s website and on www.decadeofcentenaries.com.

I am advised that the National Archives did not receive a large number of records on 1 Feb-
ruary 2019.  The National Archives is currently undertaking a project to decant archives from 
the Bishop Street warehouse in preparation for very significant capital works to deliver the 
Archives Repository Project. The repository project involves the construction of new storage 
facilities that will meet international standards for archival storage for the National Archives 
on the warehouse site.   This is a key component of the €460m programme of investment in our 
National Cultural Institutions under the Government’s National Development Plan.  

27/02/2019WRL03800Archaeological Sites

27/02/2019WRL03900220. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she has investigated whether there is remains of a mass famine grave site at a location (details 
supplied) on Coillte land in view of the fact that there is a granite memorial stone with the in-
scription of 1,847 there; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9793/19]

27/02/2019WRL04000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I refer 
the Deputy to my replies to PQ 274 of 27th June 2018 and PQ 762 of 12th July 2018, copies of 
which are below. 

PQ 274 of 27th June 2018.

I am advised that a granite pillar was brought to the attention of my Department’s National 
Monuments Service as possible evidence of the existence of a famine graveyard at the location 
in question.  However, I understand that the Department’s view is the origins and associations 
of the pillar are unlikely to relate to burials.

While there is insufficient evidence at this point for the marker to be recorded as an archaeo-
logical monument, I understand that my Department has given guidance to help local investiga-
tions to find out more about it and will be happy to advise on any such further information that 
may come to light. 

PQ 762 of 12th July 2018

The advice given in response to the enquiries received by my Department in this case was 
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that, by establishing the identity of local landowners in the nineteenth century and by clarifying 
the proximity of the granite pillar to any former demesnes/estates, related historical documents 
might provide information that would be helpful in establishing the origins of the pillar. That 
guidance also took account of data from the First Edition Ordnance Survey maps that is indica-
tive of such historical land use in the area.

27/02/2019WRL04100Architectural Heritage

27/02/2019WRL04200221. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
she will visit a location (details supplied); if she will meet with this Deputy regarding the mat-
ter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9808/19]

27/02/2019WRL04300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My role 
with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage is set out in the 
provisions of relevant legislation, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibilities of 
owners. The property in question is, I understand,  owned by the local authority and it remains 
first and foremost a matter for it. 

In terms of the support that I can offer as Minister, my role in relation to protected structures 
is mainly advisory.  My officials remain available, however, to assist the County Council, who 
own the structure, in any way possible with its efforts to manage the building and see it returned 
to a sustainable use that is consistent with its significant history and position in the town.   

My Department also provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and 
historic structures through the Historic Structures Fund (HSF) and the Built Heritage Invest-
ment Scheme   (BHIS), which are administered by local authorities. This year I have allocated 
€4.3m in total to these schemes. I understand that the scale of investment needed for the struc-
ture mentioned would mean that the levels of grant funding available under these schemes 
might not be sufficient, and that the local authority intend to seek funding from other sources.

I fully understand and appreciate the value of our built heritage at a local level and I would 
also be happy for the Deputy to meet with officials from my Department to discuss the location 
in question. My Department will make contact with the Deputy to make the necessary arrange-
ments.   

27/02/2019WRL04400Wildlife Control

27/02/2019WRL04500222. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on the fact that the wild deer population of Ireland has dramatically increased and 
that they are causing devastating damage to farmland, crops and causing a dangerous hazard on 
rural and national roads particularly in areas of County Tipperary; the status of the Irish Deer 
Management Forum; when a chairperson will be appointed; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [9883/19]

27/02/2019WRL04600223. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will consider establishing with local stakeholders, including farmers and local gun clubs 
county management committees to implement policies and best practice to deal with the issue 
of deer management; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9885/19]

27/02/2019WRL04700224. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will examine issues affecting sustainable management of wild deer, having regard for 
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human economic interest and farmers in addition to the best interests of deer; if, arising from 
such examination, she will formulate recommendations to the relevant Departments charged 
with responsibility for wildlife, agriculture and forestry; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [9887/19]

27/02/2019WRL04800225. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if culling will be introduced according to best practice guidelines adopted internationally and 
carried out by licensed hunters and local gun club members that are themselves certified as 
competent in circumstances (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[9889/19]

27/02/2019WRL04900226. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if Coillte has a deer management plan in place; if not, if one will be put in place; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [9892/19]

27/02/2019WRL05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 222 to 226, inclusive, together.

Wild deer in the State are protected under the Wildlife Acts. There is an annual Open Season 
during which deer can be legally shot under licence. The current hunting season or open season 
for deer operates generally from 1 September to the last day of February, depending on the spe-
cies and gender of deer.  

My Department carries out localised annual deer counts on State lands such as National 
Parks and I am aware that deer species are increasing in range and numbers.  Where appropri-
ate, and depending on the annual count and instances of damage caused by deer to habitats, 
especially woodland, culls may be carried out in National Parks to ensure that deer populations 
do not reach levels that would have negative ecological consequences.  

Control of deer on private property is the responsibility of landowners who may apply to 
my Department for a permission under section 42 of the Wildlife Acts to cull deer where this is 
necessary outside the annual open seasons.  These permissions offer a facility whereby a person 
can obtain a permit, on a case by case basis, to prevent serious damage caused by individual 
deer on specific lands. Permissions are only issued where there is evidence of such damage. My 
Department does not have powers to carry out any such culls.

In 2015 my Department, together with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine, published Deer Management in Ireland – A Framework for Action  , which recommends 
a series of actions on deer management and conservation in a number of areas, including ad-
dressing the impact of deer in places where they are widespread. An Irish Deer Management 
Forum was established to implement the various actions listed in the Report. The Forum itself 
comprises representatives from the main stakeholder areas such as landowners, forestry, hunt-
ing and conservation organisations, as well as representatives from both Departments.     The 
Report provides for a review of the workings of the Irish Deer Management Forum after three 
years.  Both my Department and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine are cur-
rently examining the future direction of the Forum and its aims in the context of representation 
on the Forum, agreed work plans, funding mechanisms etc. 

My Department has no role in relation to a deer management plan for Coillte.

27/02/2019WRL05500Turf Cutting

27/02/2019WRL05600227. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
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tacht if she will address matters in relation to a plot of land designated for turf cutting (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [9931/19]

27/02/2019WRL05700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, published in 
December 2017, sets out how the raised bog special areas of conservation are to be managed, 
conserved and restored and how the needs of turf cutters are to be addressed, including explor-
ing the options in terms of certain provisions of article 6 of the EU Habitats Directive.

In certain areas where there is a difficulty in finding relocation solutions for turf cutters, my 
Department, in consultation with turf cutter interests and within the framework of the National 
Plan, is considering whether the provisions of article 6.3 of the Directive could be utilised to 
provide for domestic turf cutting within areas of a number of special areas of conservation. Un-
der article 6.3 of the Directive consent by the relevant public authority could only be given to 
cut turf on a raised bog special area of conservation where it can be shown by rigorous scientific 
investigations that such cutting will not have an adverse effect on the (ecological) integrity of a 
European site (special area of conservation or special protection area).

As set out in the National Plan , the site referred to in the Deputy’s Question is one of the 
sites being examined as regards the potential for domestic turf cutting on the site in accordance 
with the provisions of the Directive. Detailed scientific investigations carried out on this site 
indicate that domestic turf cutting could take place on the smaller plot of land, referred to in the 
Deputy’s Question,  without impacting on the integrity of the special area of conservation site, 
subject to consent from the relevant public authority. Consultations would also have to take 
place with the landowners and turbary right holders, if any.

For the larger plot of land, referred to in the Deputy’s Question,  a further phase of con-
centrated geophysical and hydrological investigations is required to assess the level of risk of 
peat failure (bog burst) if domestic turf cutting would take place in this area. I understand that 
contractors, engaged by my Department, would be available to commence those investigations 
from next month.

I am advised that these two areas would appear to have sufficient capacity to accommodate 
those who would still wish to cut turf for domestic purposes within the special area of conser-
vation. 

Officals from my Department as well as contractors engaged by it are willing to continue to 
liaise with the Deputy and local turf cutter representatives in relation to this issue. 


