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     Questions Nos. 1 to 24, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 25 to 43, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 44 to 54, inclusive, answered orally.

Illness Benefit Payments

19/02/2019WRA0070055. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to review the impact of the six-day waiting period for employees to access social pay-
ments in view of the fact that many do not receive sick pay entitlements from their employers; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [8005/19]

19/02/2019WRA00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ill-
ness benefit is a short term payment made to insured people who are unable to work due to ill-
ness.  The payment is funded by the social insurance fund (SIF) through the payment of PRSI 
contributions by workers and employers and, in the event of a shortfall between contributions 
received and benefits paid, the Exchequer.  The fund is central to Ireland’s system of social pro-
tection and the Government needs to ensure that it can provide adequate and sustainable social 
insurance pensions and benefits for a growing and ageing population.

Current arrangements provide that payment of illness benefit begins from the seventh day of 
the illness.  No payment is made for the first six days, known as “waiting days”.  

Waiting days have been a long standing feature of the social insurance system  and are 
a feature of similar social security schemes in many other countries.  In other countries the 
waiting period can be greater than that which applies in Ireland and is often accompanied by 
a requirement for the employer to pay what is known as statutory sick pay during this wait-
ing period.  In Ireland many employers pay sick pay during this period without any statutory 
obligation to do so.  Where employees do not have an occupational sick pay scheme they can 
avail of the supplementary welfare scheme during the waiting period.

In 2014 when the current waiting day arrangements for illness benefit were changed six 
days from the previous three, it was projected that the full-year annual savings would amount 
to €22 million per year.  

My Department regularly reviews its supports and payments schemes to ensure that they 
continue to meet their objectives.  There are no plans at present to change the number of waiting 
days for illness benefit.  Given the cost implications, any change to the current arrangements 
would have to be considered in a budgetary context.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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Social Welfare Benefits Payments

19/02/2019WRA0090056. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if her Department is withholding payments in circumstances in which a person entitled 
to same declines to register for a public services card; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8092/19]

19/02/2019WRA01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary legislative provisions for SAFE registration and identity verification are set out in the 
Social Welfare Consolidation Act, 2005 (as amended).  These provisions require a person to 
satisfy the Minister as to their identity and allow for disallowance or disqualification from re-
ceipt of a benefit in the event that it is not done.  

Given that my Department spends over €19bn annually on supports and services, we need 
to be sure that people who access these services are the people who are entitled to receive 
them.  Accordingly, it is reasonable to ask people to verify their identity to a substantial level of 
assurance which is what the SAFE 2 registration process is about. Once a person has completed 
the SAFE 2 process, a Public Services Card (PSC) issues to a person.   

Where a person is invited to satisfy the Minister as to their identity in the manner prescribed 
in law, the person is required to engage with that process.  My Department makes it clear to 
people in receipt of social welfare payments or free travel entitlements that they do need to 
complete a SAFE 2 registration to access, or continue to access, payments and entitlements.  In 
the main, people are invited to a scheduled registration appointment but they may also book a 
different time/date to suit them, either online via www.mywelfare.ie, by contacting the Depart-
ment’s offices, or by walking in to ask for the next available appointment.

The Department does not collect data on the number of individuals who currently -  or who 
at any point in time - have had a payment stopped by reason of failing to complete the SAFE 
2 registration process.  This issue had not arisen when the current IT systems were being de-
signed and to no separate category was included for this purpose. in any case, this data would 
be fluid in nature given, for example, that people who have a payment or entitlement suspended 
or stopped may subsequently decide to complete the SAFE2 process and will, therefore, have 
their payment or entitlement reinstated, within a relatively short period of time in some cases. 

The decision to stop a payment is never made lightly.  However, where a person does not 
satisfy the legal requirements in relation to identity, a payment can be disqualified.  In advance 
of any such disqualification, my Department makes every effort to engage with the person to 
explain the legislative basis for the SAFE 2 registration process and the consequences of po-
tential disqualification.  Where a payment has been disqualified and the person  subsequently 
successfully completes the SAFE 2 registration process, their payment will be reinstated by the 
Department,  assuming they continue to meet all qualifying criteria for that payment.

I hope this clarifies the matter for Deputy.

Pensions Reform

19/02/2019WRA0110057. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to introduce an auto-enrolment scheme in view of the fact that the proposals put for-
ward by her Department were criticised during the public consultation process; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [8050/19]
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19/02/2019WRA01200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
previously announced the Government intends to introduce Automatic Enrolment  by the end 
of 2022.  It will see employees without personal retirement savings automatically enrolled into 
a quality assured retirement savings system, with freedom of choice to opt-out.

Delivering on a commitment made in the Government’s Roadmap for Pensions Reform 
2018-2023, I launched a ‘Strawman Proposal for a new Automatic Enrolment (AE) Retirement 
Savings System in Ireland’ last August as the basis for a national public consultation process 
on AE.  

I have said that the Strawman should not, in any way, be construed as a confirmation of what 
form Automatic Enrolment will ultimately take.  

It is a high level draft intended to generate and prompt discussion and improve ideas.  Given 
AE represents a most complex public policy reform, it is to be expected that we will hear a 
diverse and often competing range of views as to how the system might be delivered.  Overall 
the responses to the Strawman have been positive and constructive.  In the vast majority of 
cases our proposals were welcomed as a strong first step in the reform process of developing 
an AE system.  

In excess of one hundred written submissions were received in response to the Strawman 
from employer and employee representatives, pensions industry bodies, advocate groups and 
interested individuals.  My officials have met with many of these groups.  I have also chaired a 
number of public consultation seminars held in Dublin, Galway and Cork. 

My Department continues to analyse the substantial material contained within the submis-
sions.  It is anticipated that a report of findings from the process will be brought to Government 
over the coming months.  This report will assist the Government in making decisions as to the 
next steps in terms of the implementation of AE to enable the scheme to commence in 2022.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

National Carers’ Strategy

19/02/2019WRA0130058. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the steps she has taken to ensure that all family carers can avail of access to adequate sup-
port services for respite, individual support, training, networking, information and advocacy to 
ensure they do not lack training or confidence in their individual roles; the steps she has taken 
to deliver access to core support services for carers nationally; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [8087/19]

19/02/2019WRA01400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government acknowledges the crucial role that family carers play and is fully committed to 
supporting carers in that role. This commitment is recognised in both the Programme for a Part-
nership Government and the National Carers’ Strategy. 

The Department of Health has responsibility for the National Carers’ Strategy which sets 
out the strategic direction for future policies, supports and services provided by Government 
Departments and agencies for carers. 

The primary responsibility for providing respite care facilities and services rests with the 
Health Service Executive. 

My Department provides a range of supports to those who are caring for family members, 



Questions - Written Answers

4

friends or neighbours.   These measures aim to recognise the needs of carers through the provi-
sion of appropriate income supports, to enable carers to remain in touch with the labour market 
to the greatest extent possible and to empower carers to participate fully in economic and social 
life. 

These income supports include the following:  

- Carer’s Allowance 

- Carer’s Benefit 

- Carer’s Support Grant

- Domiciliary Care Allowance 

Spending on these payments in 2019 is expected to exceed €1.2 billion.  

In December I approved funding of over €1.7 million to provide a range of training and 
supports for family carers under the Dormant Accounts Action Plan 2018. The scheme is being 
administered by Pobal on behalf of the Department and 13 projects were selected to deliver 
training, information and related support services for family carers. 

These projects are:- 

- Family Carers Ireland, Dublin  

- St Munchin’s Community Centre Company Limited by Guarantee, Limerick 

- IRD Duhallow Company Limited by Guarantee, Cork 

- Galway Autism Partnership Company Limited by Guarantee, Galway 

- Irish Foster Care Association Company Limited by  Guarantee, Dublin 

- Carebright Company Limited by Guarantee, Limerick  

- Irish Heart Foundation, Dublin 

- National Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus Ireland Ltd, Dublin 

- Care Alliance Ireland (in collaboration with the Alzheimer Society of Ireland) 

- ABAILE Autism Support Company Limited By Guarantee, Louth 

- Peter Bradley Foundation Company Limited By Guarantee (t/a Acquired Brain Injury 
Ireland), Dublin 

- St Francis Hospice, Dublin  

- The Rehab Group, Dublin   

Finally, as part of its commitment under the Carers’ Strategy, my Department also hosts 
an annual forum for carer’s groups which affords an opportunity for carers to engage with the 
relevant state agencies on an ongoing basis.

Community Employment Schemes Supervisors
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19/02/2019WRA0150059. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the way in which she plans to avert further strike action by community employment supervisors 
and assistant supervisors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7991/19]

19/02/2019WRA0160063. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position regarding contractual, pay and pension concerns raised by community employ-
ment scheme supervisors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7654/19]

19/02/2019WRA01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 59 and 63 together.

First, I wish to acknowledge the valuable and dedicated service that Community Employ-
ment supervisors provide in running Community Employment Schemes all over the coun-
try.  We simply could not sustain a lot of our local community services without their work and 
it is, of course, a concern to me that the Supervisors felt compelled to take the action they took 
yesterday.

As the Deputy is aware the action taken by  Community Employment (CE) scheme arises 
from a claim  for the provision of a  pension scheme.

Given the complex issues involved, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform es-
tablished a high level community sector group as a forum to explore potential approaches.  As 
part of the work of this group it was established that the provision of a pension scheme for CE 
supervisors and others in the Community and Voluntary sector presents very significant issues 
for the Exchequer, with a potential cost to the State of up to €347 million p.a.  It is important to 
note that this cost excludes any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pen-
sion as sought, which could entail a further Exchequer cost of up to €318 million.

19/02/2019WRA01750Social Insurance

19/02/2019WRA0180060. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will request an independent review of the decisions with regard to the errors in 
the historic PRSI classification of a person (details supplied) and the resulting entitlements or 
lack thereof to payments from her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7977/19]

19/02/2019WRA0190098. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will request an independent review of the decisions with regard to the errors in 
the historic PRSI classification of a person (details supplied) and the resulting entitlements or 
lack thereof to payments from her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7976/19]

19/02/2019WRA02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 60 and 98 together.

I understand the Deputy has provided details of two cases.  Both of these cases concern  pub-
lic servants who were employed in a permanent and pensionable capacity and who were  deter-
mined to be paying the wrong class of PRSI for a period of time.  They were paying the standard 
rate class A PRSI when they should have been paying the modified rate Class D. 

People paying the Class D rate of PRSI pay a lower contribution and have access to a 
reduced range of benefits - in particular they do not accrue entitlement to the State Contribu-
tory Pension during the period in which they pay Class D but do instead accrue entitlement to 
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a  public sector occupational pension scheme. Similarly people paying Class D do not have ac-
cess to Illness or Invalidity Benefit schemes but rely on the public sector occupational schemes.

In both cases the people concerned were made permanent and formally admitted to the su-
perannuation or occupational pension scheme by their employer in 2006.  In 2012 in one case 
and 2013 in the other, following a request by the employer for an insurability decision, a Decid-
ing Officer within the SCOPE section of the Department determined that the correct class of 
contribution effective from 2006 was PRSI Class D.  Prior to that, the employees were correctly 
insured at PSRI Class A.  The consequence of this decision is that the employees will not accrue 
entitlement  to the State Contributory pension or to State Illness and Invalidity schemes in the 
period since 2006 pension but do like all other established public servants, accrue  occupational 
pension and illness entitlements. 

The Deputy has asked if I can arrange for an independent review of the decisions. I can in 
fact advise that the decision in respect of one employee was appealed to the Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office.

As the Deputy is aware, the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) is an independent of-
fice established to provide an appeals service to persons who are unhappy with decisions of the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection on questions with regard to entitle-
ment to social welfare payments and insurability of employment under the Social Welfare Acts.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office having considered the arguments put forward both by the 
Department’s deciding officer and the employee upheld the decision of the Deciding Officer as 
being correct.

Under Section 320 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005  an Appeals Officer’s de-
cision  can only be revised where new facts or evidence have been provided which were not 
before the Appeals Officer when he or she  made their decision.  If the people concerned have 
new facts or evidence I would invite them to submit it to the Chief Appeals Officer.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Community Employment Schemes Operation

19/02/2019WRA0210061. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the opportunities given to locally based community employment social inclusion schemes to 
participate in the review by the interdepartmental group set up to examine the future of such 
schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7729/19]

19/02/2019WRA02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The Community Employment (CE) placements are categorised into two strands, Social Inclu-
sion and Activation.  The Social Inclusion placements are generally taken up by adults who 
need additional supports: for example,  people from very disadvantaged backgrounds, people 
with mental health issues,  refugees, those requiring drug rehabilitation and ex-offenders.  CE 
schemes with a number of social inclusion particpants tend to be engaged in significant levels 
of local service support.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government agreed to establish an Interdepartmental 
Group (IDG) to explore how these social inclusion / social services schemes might best be or-
ganised into the future including which Department should hold lead responsibility for sponsor-
ing CE schemes focused on social Inclusion / social services.  As part of the deliberations of 
the Group it is intended that consultation will take place with key stakeholders and community 
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groups. 

My Department’s main focus in its role of providing essential income supports and offer-
ing a public employment service has to remain on supporting people from the Live Register to 
progress into paid employment.  In this regard, for us, the role of CE is that of a stepping-stone 
from long-term unemployment towards paid employment.  That is not to disregard the valuable 
role that CE plays in delivering community services or to disregard the fact that for some people 
CE may provide the best long-term outlet in the form of occupational activity.  That is why I 
strongly support the continuation of social inclusion / social services CE schemes.  However, I 
have to recognise that, with the welcome and ongoing reduction in the Live Register, we may 
not be able, in the years to come, to guarantee a sufficient flow of participants to sustain these 
schemes.  Accordingly, I sought and received Government approval to set up the interdepart-
mental group to examine this issue with a view to ensuring the continued viability of these 
schemes.

The IDG will comprise of officials from my own Department and officials at Principal Of-
ficer level or equivalent from the Departments of Public Expenditure and Reform; Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine; Rural and Community Development; Children and Youth Affairs; Cul-
ture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht; Health; Justice and Equality and Housing, Planning and Local 
Government.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Live Register Data

19/02/2019WRA0230062. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the fall in the number of persons on the live register in County Carlow since January 2018; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [8104/19]

19/02/2019WRA02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The latest available CSO figures for January 2019 record 3,409 people on the Live Register 
in County Carlow, its lowest level since early 2008.  This represents a year-on-year decrease 
of almost 10% (372 people). Over the longer period, the Live Register in County Carlow has 
fallen by almost 50% in the five years since January 2014, which is in line with national trends.  

This downward trend is welcome and reflects the impact of government policy to create 
more jobs and reduce unemployment. 

The policies set out in the Action Plan for Jobs, which is led by my colleague, the Minister 
for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, aim to create an environment in which businesses can 
succeed and create jobs.  This successful policy includes a specific regional Action Plan for the 
South East Region, which takes in County Carlow, that has seen over 21,000 additional jobs 
created in the region in the last three years. 

Over the coming years, we must make sure that our citizens are equipped with the skills to 
take up jobs of the future.  Future Jobs Ireland 2019, a Government led initiative, will replace 
the Action Plan for Jobs to deliver policy reforms over the coming years to ensure that we can 
continue to build the innovative and competitive economy in a changing world of work. 

Through the Pathways to Work Strategy, my Department ensures that as many new jobs as 
possible are filled by people taken from the live register. 

I would like to point out to the Deputy that six staff are currently assigned to Activation 
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Case Officer duties in the Intreo service across Carlow.  Almost 1,900 customer engagements 
were scheduled in the year to January 2019 to give real assistance to jobseekers on their way 
back to employment. Case officers are also engaging with employers across County Carlow 
to help locate job opportunities for jobseekers.  

This case officer capacity is supplemented by Turas Nua case officers provided under the 
JobPath service targeted at long-term unemployed customers. There have been over 1,800 re-
ferrals to Turas Nua since January 2018. 

The policies being pursued by Government have been effective in reducing unemployment, 
both nationally and in County Carlow, and I am confident that they will continue to do so.

Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 59.

Rural Social Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2019WRA0260064. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the means test applicable to participation on the rural social scheme will be amended 
(details supplied); her views on whether a reduction in the level of payment for the participant 
can act as a disincentive in relation to increasing farming output; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8109/19]

19/02/2019WRA02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
rural social scheme (RSS) provides opportunities for farmers and fishermen / women who are 
currently in receipt of specified social welfare payments to work to provide certain services of 
benefit to rural communities.  Communities benefit from the skills and talents of local farmers 
and fishermen and participants have the opportunity to improve existing skills, or develop new 
skills, while performing this valuable work in their local communities. 

As the RSS is a supplementary income support scheme designed specifically for those 
whose income falls below a certain limit, an individual must continue to satisfy the qualifying 
criteria for the scheme to be eligible to participate on the RSS. 

The rate paid to a participant on the RSS is equivalent to the participants underlying social 
welfare payment plus a top-up of €22.50 subject to a minimum payment of €220.50.  RSS par-
ticipants in receipt of a widow’s pension or disability allowance retain their payment and also 
receive a top-up payment which will bring the minimum weekly payment equal to €220.50. 

As part of the recent Social Welfare Budget package for 2019, I increased the weekly per-
sonal rate for participants by €5.00 with proportionate increases in weekly payments for quali-
fied adult dependants with effect from March 2019. 

If a participant’s circumstances change, a means test is undertaken to determine their new 
rate of payment.  The means assessment for RSS includes income that the participant and their 
spouse, civil partner or cohabitant has in addition to any capital or property (except their own 
home).  Payment of RSS is not taken into account when assessing the weekly means.  If changes 
were made to the conditions to allow all participants receive the full rate of payment regardless 
of their means in the manner and for the reasons suggested by the Deputy, it would in effect 
change the nature of the scheme from that of a supplementary income support to farmers and 
farm families with low incomes to that of an investment support or grant.  That would be a 
matter for my colleague the Minister for Agriculture, and would need to be considered in the 
context of other payments and grants already available to farm enterprises.
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19/02/2019WRA02750State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRA0280065. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the review of pensions affected by the 2012 contributory pensions changes; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8106/19]

19/02/2019WRA02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced 
rate State pension contributory entitlement on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has already written to these 
pensioners to explain the process.

Last week I signed the necessary regulations, which together with the  provisions in the 
Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018, allows the increased payments to 
be made on foot of the reviews.  The Department  has already started issuing the outcome of 
reviews and the first increased payments will  issue this week, in line with my previous com-
mitments to this House.  

These increased payments will include arrears to the 30th March 2018, or the pensioner’s 
66th birthday if later than that.  Where pension rates do not increase as a result of this review, 
they will continue to be paid at their existing rate of entitlement.  No one will be worse off as a 
result of this review.  

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in the reviews.  
In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners about unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.  In January, almost 24,000 re-
quests for additional information were issued.  These requests included details on how to pro-
vide the required information using the Department’s online services.  Provision has been made 
for those who do not have access to a personal computer, or the internet by providing a dedi-
cated telephone number to request paper forms which will issue over the next two weeks.

Given the numbers involved, it will take my Department a number of months to complete 
the reviews.  Around 120 additional temporary staff have been recruited to carry out this work 
as speedily as possible.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

19/02/2019WRA0300066. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the further changes she plans to make to alleviate the difficulties part-time and 
seasonal workers have accessing social welfare payments once their seasonal and part-time 
work ceases; the issues which were highlighted to her in the report by her Department on the is-
sue; if she will circulate a copy of same to those Members of Dáil Éireann which wish to receive 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7973/19]

19/02/2019WRA0310067. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the impact which recent changes to jobseeker’s benefit in seasonal, casual and part-time em-
ployment will have on workers particularly in rural areas; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [8105/19]
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19/02/2019WRA0320097. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the status of the improvements proposed for seasonal and part-time workers 
since she received the report into the entitlements of these categories of workers compiled by 
her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7972/19]

19/02/2019WRA03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 66, 67 and 97 together.

My Department’s main social welfare supports for people who are unemployed are the 
jobseeker’s allowance and the jobseekers benefit schemes. Both schemes are based on a day of 
employment or unemployment as the case may be.  This days based system provides significant 
income supports to jobseekers who are part-time workers or casually employed.  For instance 
an individual can earn approximately €20,190 per year and still retain a small jobseekers allow-
ance payment, while the equivalent threshold for an individual with a qualified adult is almost 
€34,700 if they are both working. Where a person is fully unemployed they receive the full rate. 

I recently implemented a change to jobseeker’s benefit for workers with subsidiary employ-
ment to provide a fairer and more flexible system for people who want to work.

The new arrangement, which took effect on New Year’s Day, allows workers with subsid-
iary seasonal and casual employment to earn €7,500 a year without it impacting on their rights 
to jobseeker’s benefit when work is scarce.  This will allow for a greater degree of flexibility 
when assessing the earnings. 

In parts of rural Ireland and remote communities in particular, the only work available for 
some may be seasonal – whether in agriculture, fishing or tourism – and it is only right that 
we update our supports to allow such workers continue in employment and to sustain seasonal 
industries.

Any further measures would have to be considered in a policy and budgetary context within 
the scope of the overall resources available for welfare improvements.

Social Welfare Offices

19/02/2019WRA0340068. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her views on whether there is a need for more social welfare offices in County Meath. 
[7946/19]

19/02/2019WRA03500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Job-
seeker claims for people living in County Meath are administered by the Intreo Centre in Navan, 
our Branch Offices in Trim and Kells, the Intreo Centre in Finglas and in Maynooth. Signing-on 
for the majority of jobseekers usually occurs no more than once in any 4-week period.

Customers can refer to www.welfare.ie for useful information on all services provided by the 
Department and they can also access a range of on-line services.  My Department is continuing 
to develop additional on-line services for customers through a myWelfare.ie application.   

The Department’s service offering in County Meath is being kept under review so as to en-
sure the best level of access to our services by residents of the county.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Child Benefit Payments
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19/02/2019WRA0360069. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to extend the child benefit payment to children who turn 18 years of age 
and are in full-time secondary school education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7868/19]

19/02/2019WRA03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Child Benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified 
children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children up 
to their 18th birthday who are in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child Benefit 
is currently paid to almost 623,000 families in respect of nearly 1.2 million children, with an 
estimated expenditure of more than €2 billion in 2018. 

Given the universality of Child Benefit, extending entitlement to parents of full-time stu-
dents in second level education who are over 18 years of age would not be a targeted approach.  

Families on low incomes can avail of a number of social welfare schemes that support chil-
dren in full-time education until the age of 22, including:  

- Increase for a Qualified Child (IQCs): paid with primary social welfare payments, Budget 
2019 introduced a higher rate IQC for children aged 12 and over in recognition of the higher 
costs faced by families with older children;  

- the Working Family Payment (formerly Family Income Supplement) for low-paid employ-
ees with children;   

- the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance for low income families (paid at the 
full-time second-level education rate).  

These schemes provide targeted assistance that is directly linked to household income and 
thereby support low-income families with older children participating in full-time education. 

Any changes to the eligibility for Child Benefit to those children over 18 years of age that 
are still in full time secondary education would have to be considered in the overall budgetary 
context.

Arts and Culture Capital Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2019WRA0380070. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the arts scheme is open to actors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8045/19]

19/02/2019WRA03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
pilot initiative to exempt self-employed visual artists and writers from my Departments acti-
vation measures was introduced under the Creative Ireland Programme which involved col-
laboration between my Department and the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
with the support and advice of the Arts Council.  It was decided after consultation that the pilot 
would apply to members of Visual Arts Ireland (VAI) and the Irish Writers Centre (IWC). 

A commitment was given to review the scheme which my Department is currently undertak-
ing and will be completed over the coming months.  The findings of the review will inform any 
further decisions on the future of this pilot including extension to other disciplines. 

While actors are not currently in a position to access this pilot, they can qualify for a job-
seeker’s allowance payment provided they satisfy the conditionality and the means test.  
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I trust this clarifies the position at this time.

School Meals Programme

19/02/2019WRA0400071. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the hot school meals pilot scheme; if it will be rolled out nationally; if so, the 
expected benefits of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8103/19]

19/02/2019WRA04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,580 schools 
and organisations benefitting 250,000 children at a total cost of €57.6 million in 2019 represent-
ing an increase of €3.6 million over the previous year.  The objective of the scheme is to provide 
regular, nutritious food to children who are unable, due to lack of good quality food, to take full 
advantage of the education provided to them.  

As part of Budget 2019, it was announced that DEASP would commence a pilot scheme 
from September 2019, providing Hot School Meals in 36 schools for an estimated 7,200 chil-
dren at a cost of €1m for 2019 and €2.5m in a full year. 

The Programme is an important component of policies to encourage school attendance and 
extra educational achievement by children.   

Research shows us the value of the provision of adequate and nutritious meals for a child’s 
health, learning, attention and educational achievement.  That is why I am providing funds to 
establish a pilot programme for a hot meals scheme in schools. 

It has been agreed that the pilot will only be for primary schools not currently participating 
in the existing ‘Hot Dinners’ School Meals Programme.  Schools participating in the breakfast 
and lunch component of the existing School Meals Programme will be eligible for the pilot, 
though the ‘Hot Meal’ will replace the ‘lunch’ option if selected. 

Eligible primary schools will be issued with an invitation to submit an Expression of Inter-
est to participate in the pilot.  Funding of €2.90 per meal will be provided and it will not be 
permitted to seek an additional contribution from families to provide the meals.  Schools will 
identify a supplier who will supply (prepare and deliver) the hot meals in line with HACCP and 
food safety regulations in compliance with the Healthy Ireland nutrition standards for school 
meals. 

If successful, I would hope to work with the Department of Education and Skills (DES) 
in extending the scheme on a much wider basis in future years and establish the scheme on a 
permanent basis.

Farm Assist Scheme Administration

19/02/2019WRA0420072. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the level of bureaucracy involved in the annual forms that applicants for farm as-
sist are required to fill out and return will be reviewed; if the level of information required on an 
annual basis will be reduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7867/19]

19/02/2019WRA04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Farm assist is a means-tested income support scheme for farmers.  To qualify for the payment, 
a customer must be a farmer, farming land in the State, aged between 18 and 66 and satisfy a 
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means test.  The annual farm assist review form is a necessary part of the normal review process 
for these customers.

Following the Comptroller and Auditor General  examination of the Farm Assist scheme 
in 2014 and the recommendations arising from that report the Department  in response re-
viewed the annual declaration Farm 12  form.  The revised form provides for a detailed annual 
review process which includes seeking information regarding the income generated and the 
operating costs of the farm all of which are required as part of the annual review process.    

The means test for farm assist takes account of all income sources with certain disregards 
applicable to specific income sources.  Different rules apply to income from farming and other 
forms of self-employment.  Income from certain schemes such as the Green Low Carbon Agri 
Environment Scheme (GLAS), income from employment and income from property and capi-
tal are taken into account.  An examination of farm outgoings is also included in the assessment 
process.

Income and expenditure figures for the preceding year are generally used as an indicator of 
the expected position in the following year.  Details of any exceptional circumstances are also 
taken into account so as to ensure that the assessment accurately reflects the current situation. 

The annual farm assist review form is kept under ongoing review by my officials.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Treatment Benefit Scheme Data

19/02/2019WRA0440073. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons that availed of optical benefit through the treatment benefit scheme 
in since its extension to the self-employed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8099/19]

19/02/2019WRA04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Qualification for treatment benefit (TB), which includes dental, optical and medical applianc-
es (hearing aids), is based on the person having paid the required number of PRSI contribu-
tions since starting employment and also having the required number of contributions or credits 
in the relevant tax year. The number of contributions required to qualify varies with age. 

Eligibility was extended to the  self-employed in March 2017.  Dependent spouse/partners 
of qualified persons can also qualify for the benefit.

It is estimated that 2.5m people currently pay or have paid the relevant PRSI classes (A,E,H,P 
and S), that can qualify them and their dependent spouse for TB. 

The number of optical benefit applications processed from 1st April 2017 to 31st Dec 2018 
was 635,745. Statistics of the uptake by the self-employed are only available from January 
2018, in the 11 months to November 2018, of the 404,252 optical benefit applications pro-
cessed, 70,438 (17%) were from self-employed contributors.

Rural Social Scheme

19/02/2019WRA0460074. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to amend the conditions applicable to the rural social scheme with particular 
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reference to the need to remove the six year participation limit; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [8108/19]

19/02/2019WRA04700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Rural Social scheme (RSS) provides opportunities for farmers and fishermen who are currently 
in receipt of specified social welfare payments to work to provide certain services of benefit to 
rural communities.  Communities benefit from the skills and talents of local farmers and fisher-
men and the participants have the opportunity to improve existing skills, or develop new skills, 
while performing this valuable work in their local communities.

A six-year time limit was introduced for new entrants to the RSS scheme with effect from 
1 February 2017.  Prior to this an RSS participant could spend their entire working life on the 
scheme, resulting in a very limited turnover of places and few opportunities for new entrants.  
The new limit ensures that places become available to provide opportunities for others to take 
part in the scheme.  RSS participants who commenced on the scheme prior to 1st February 2017 
will remain on the scheme, as long as they continue to remain eligible.  

In recognition of the crucial work undertaken in rural communities under the RSS and as 
part of my Department’s budget package for 2018, the Government approved an additional 250 
places on the RSS, increasing the overall number of places available to 3,350.  Overall this rep-
resents an increase of approx. 30% in the places available on the scheme in the past two years.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRB0020075. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection if 
a decision has been made on the final design of the total contributions approach to be introduced 
in 2020; and if not, the date on which such a decision will be made. [8110/19]

19/02/2019WRB00300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the lev-
el of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards (TCA2020).  

I launched a public consultation on the design of the full TCA to be introduced from 2020 
on the 28th of May to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of 
workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback.  All Oireachtas members 
were invited to a detailed briefing in Leinster House by my officials shortly afterwards.  The 
consultation was open for over 3 months and the Department received almost 300 responses 
from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined the views of respondents on a 
number of issues, including the number of years required for a full pension, as intended as part 
of the consultation process. 

I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consulta-
tion.  I intend bring a proposal to Government shortly, setting out the details of the scheme.  When 
the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will initiate the work required to intro-
duce this reform, including the necessary legislation and systems development.  

People will be informed of the details of the scheme as soon as possible, following the Gov-
ernment decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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Parental Leave

19/02/2019WRB0040076. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection the 
status of the introduction of a new social insurance parental benefit payment to be paid for two 
weeks to each parent; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8107/19]

19/02/2019WRB00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
Budget 2019, I announced the introduction of a new social insurance based paid parental benefit 
scheme which will provide two weeks paid leave to both parents.  

The new scheme will be available to parents including those who adopt a child, who are 
employees or self-employed and who have the required number of PRSI contributions.  This 
new scheme of parental benefit will support parents during the first year of the child’s life and 
allows parents more flexibility in achieving and managing a work life balance.

The two weeks parental benefit available to both parents will not be shared and cannot be 
transferred between parents.  This recognises that the provision of paid parental leave will be 
more effective and appropriate in terms of encouraging both fathers and mothers to take time 
off work to take care of their children. 

The scheme will commence in late 2019 and will be available to parents in respect of chil-
dren born on or after the date of its implementation.  The specific details of the scheme are be-
ing examined as part of the legislative drafting process undertaken by my Department and the 
Department of Justice and Equality, which has overall responsibility for parental leave policy.

I trust this clarifies the matter at this time.

State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRB0060077. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when she expects paper forms to be available for use by those in receipt of reduced con-
tributory pensions post-2012 who have been unable to complete the online review; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [8067/19]

19/02/2019WRB00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who have an entitlement to and are 
being paid a reduced State pension Contributory under post Budget 2012 rate bands.  Their rate 
of payment will be reviewed under recently enacted legislation.

Last month, almost 24,000 requests for additional information have been issued to pension-
ers. These requests includes details on how to return the required information using the Depart-
ment’s online services and also provided a dedicated telephone number to to call if people had 
difficulty using the online application.  Details of those who called have been recorded so that 
paper applications could be issued to them.  Paper applications have began issuing this week to 
these pensioners.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the minister.

State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRB0080078. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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when pension increases and back payments in relation to recent changes to the contributory 
pension scheme will be issued; when difficulties being experienced on the website MyWelfare.
ie will be resolved; and when a paper application form inviting pensioners to fill in gaps in their 
records will be issued. [8007/19]

19/02/2019WRB00900100. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when pension increases and back payments will be issued to those impacted by previous 
changes to the State pension system; her plans to address the difficulties being experienced by 
those affected by the website MyWelfare.ie; when paper application forms inviting pensioners 
to fill in gaps in their records will be available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8115/19]

19/02/2019WRB01000104. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if all those who qualify for a revised contributory pension will be paid the revised amount 
back dated to March 2018 by the end of the first quarter of 2019; if those affected by same can 
provide the necessary information in writing rather than online; if her attention has been drawn 
to the fact that persons are experiencing difficulties with the online platform; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [8046/19]

19/02/2019WRB01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 78, 100 and 104 together.

Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced 
rate State pension contributory entitlement on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has already written to these 
pensioners to explain the process.

I have this week signed the necessary regulations, which together provisions in the Social 
Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018, allows the increased payments to be made 
on foot of the reviews.  The Department has already started issuing the outcome of reviews and 
the first increased payments will start to issue next week, in line with my previous commitments 
to this House.  These increased payments will include arrears to the 30th March 2018, or the 
pensioner’s 66th  birthday if later than that.  Where pension rates do not increase as a result of 
this review, they will continue to be paid at their existing rate of entitlement. No one will be 
worse off as a result of this review.  

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in the reviews.  
In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners about unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.  In January, almost 24,000 re-
quests for additional information were issued.  These requests included details on how to pro-
vide the required information using the Department’s online services.  Provision has been made 
for those who do not have access to a personal computer, or the internet, by providing a dedi-
cated telephone number to request paper forms which will issue over the next two weeks.  I am 
aware that some pensioners have reported difficulties accessing the online service and this is 
being examined as a matter of urgency.  

I want to assure the Deputies that  regardless of when a person’s review is processed, if they 
are due an increase their weekly rate will be adjusted without delay and arrears paid, backdated 
to 30 March 2018, or the person’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a pension rate does not increase 
as a result of this review, the person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.  No 
one will be worse off as a result of this review.  Given the numbers involved, it will take my 
Department a number of months to complete the reviews.  Around 120 additional temporary 
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staff have been recruited to help with this work.     

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputies.

Social Welfare Benefits

19/02/2019WRB0120079. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her views on Intreo offices having the right to make recipients of social welfare pay-
ments take up employment outside of their chosen profession or vocation; and her further views 
of whether it negates the ability of a person to pursue their chosen profession. [8044/19]

19/02/2019WRB01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
order to qualify for a jobseeker’s payment, a person must satisfy certain conditions including 
being available for and genuinely seeking work.   

A recently unemployed person would be regarded as available where they are seeking to 
become re-employed in their usual employment, provided there is a reasonable prospect of this.  
However, if it is the case that there are limited employment opportunities within their chosen 
profession or vocation in a local area, a person would be expected to broaden their search either 
to a wider area or to other types of employment.  For a person to be considered as genuinely 
seeking work they must demonstrate that they are making genuine efforts to secure employ-
ment. 

In this regard, my Department provides opportunities for jobseekers to upskill and to avail 
of back to education and other training opportunities in order to enhance their opportunities to 
return to work.

Case officers in my Department engage with jobseekers and work with them to agree a per-
sonal progression plan and support them in order to avail of all reasonable training and employ-
ment opportunities offered to them.

I trust this clarifies this matter for the Deputy.

Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

19/02/2019WRB0140080. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the protections in place for members of defined benefit pension schemes in cases in which an 
employer seeks to move away from such a scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7992/19]

19/02/2019WRB01500108. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of her plans to protect defined benefit pension schemes; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [8114/19]

19/02/2019WRB01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 80 and 108 together.

Defined Benefit (DB) schemes are voluntary tri-partite arrangements between employers, 
employees (or their representatives) and trustees.  Responsibility rests with all the parties for 
ensuring that the scheme is properly managed and funded to meet the promised level of ben-
efits. Almost all Irish defined benefit pension schemes have a rule that allows the employer to 
cease contributions, usually after a notice period.  
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Currently there is no legislative obligation on an employer to make contributions and no 
further liability on an employer where contributions cease.  Neither is there an obligation on an 
employer to give notice to members or to consult in advance of ceasing contributions.  

Where a scheme is closed to new members or to future accrual of benefits, the sponsoring 
employer role continues in relation to that scheme.  Where a defined benefit scheme is closed 
to future accrual of benefits the scheme remains subject, under EU and Irish law, to the funding 
standard requirements and to the Pensions Act generally.  It must continue to satisfy the mini-
mum funding standard into the future. 

Scheme trustees have duties and responsibilities under trust law, under the Pensions Act 
1990, as amended, and under other relevant legislation.  The duties of pension scheme trustees 
include administering the scheme in accordance with the law and the terms of the trust deed and 
scheme rules as well as ensuring compliance with the requirements that apply to these schemes.  
Trustees must act in the best interests of all scheme members, whether active, deferred or re-
tired, and must serve all beneficiaries of the scheme impartially. 

As the Deputies will be aware, the General Scheme of the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 
2017 (now the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Bill 2017) was published in May 
2017 and contained a number of key measures relating to DB pension schemes.  It is intended 
that these measures will act to support existing provisions in the Pensions Act by providing for 
further protection for scheme members’ benefits and enhancing employer responsibilities for 
their schemes.

In July 2018, Government approval was obtained to draft additional provisions to be in-
cluded in the Bill at Committee Stage including provisions relating to defined benefit schemes.

In developing these provisions, it is essential to be cognisant of the current pension land-
scape in Ireland so that a balanced, proportionate approach is developed and that unintended 
negative consequences do not arise.

The provisions of this Bill will introduce a new regime into the Pensions Act 1990 which, 
amongst other things, will ensure that an employer cannot “walk away” at short notice from 
the pension scheme it is supporting by providing for a 12-month notification period, and will 
enable the Pensions Authority to make a funding obligation direction specifying payments to be 
made by a sponsoring employer to the pension scheme where no agreement is reached, within 
a specified time period, to resolve a funding deficit.

The defined benefit pension provisions are very technical and involve complex policy is-
sues.  In order to achieve a resilient solution it has been necessary to consult in detail with other 
Government Departments and obtain numerous legal advices from the Office of the Attorney 
General on various aspects of the provisions.  When outstanding matters have been resolved and 
amendments approved by Government, an early date for Committee Stage will be requested.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputies.

Local Employment Service

19/02/2019WRB0170081. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on a report (details supplied) commissioned by her Department which found 
value for money in local employment services despite reduced funding in recent years; her 
plans to reconfigure public employment services in 2020; if the value of community not-for-
profit employment services will be preserved over private sector models; and if she will make 
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a statement on the matter. [8095/19]

19/02/2019WRB01800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department commissioned Indecon to complete an independent, evidence–based evaluation of 
the effectiveness and efficiency and of the governance of the Local Employment Services and 
Job Clubs.  The report was published in January 2019.

The key findings of the reports have been noted and any actions taken on foot of this report 
will help to ensure that my Department continue to deliver a quality service to its customers 
whilst also ensuring that taxpayers are getting value for money.  My Department is continually 
engaged in ensuring all contracted public employment services are fit for purpose.

The current contracts for the Local Employment Services and Job Clubs are due to expire at 
end-2019.  No formal tendering process for 2020 is currently underway and no final decisions 
have been made in this regard.

My Department will continue to consult with the relevant stakeholders to ensure that any 
future contracted public employment services give the best possible service for those who wish 
to return to the labour market.

Departmental Strategies

19/02/2019WRB0190082. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the new national action plan for social inclusion 2018 to 2021 will be published; the rea-
son it has not been published to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8047/19]

19/02/2019WRB02000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is finalising the new social inclusion strategy with a proposed six year timeframe 
covering the period 2019 – 2025.  It will have a ‘whole of government’ approach which recog-
nises the shared responsibility across Government to achieve improved outcomes for the most 
vulnerable and marginalised in our society.  

The SILC data for 2017 showed that the consistent poverty rate had decreased to 6.7% in, 
from 8.2% in 2016.  The percentage of the population experiencing deprivation also significant-
ly decreased, falling to 18.8% from the 2016 figure of 21%.  These figures demonstrate that the 
Government’s approach to tackling poverty through the provision of income supports, access to 
quality services and supports for people in taking up employment is working.

This approach will be continued in the new strategy which will have a theme of active in-
clusion to enable every citizen, notably the most disadvantaged, to fully participate in society, 
including having a job.

It is my intention that the strategy will be published in Q2 2019.

Social Welfare Benefits Waiting Times

19/02/2019WRB0210083. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the average time required to process means tested applications for various social 
welfare entitlements; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8097/19]

19/02/2019WRB02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
processing times for means-tested schemes where available are detailed in the following tabular 
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statement.

Scheme Average Time to Award (Weeks)
Carer’s Allowance 16 
Disability Allowance   14 
Domiciliary Care Allowance   11 
Jobseeker’s Allowance   1 
One Parent Family Payment   5 
State Pension Non Contributory Pension   11 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance   1 

Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

19/02/2019WRB0230084. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to introduce changes to the means testing in the social welfare system; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [8088/19]

19/02/2019WRB02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): So-
cial welfare legislation provides that, for means-tested social assistance schemes, all income 
and assets belonging to the claimant, and his or her spouse/partner where applicable, is assess-
able for means testing purposes.  Specific disregards apply for certain sources of income. The 
purpose of the means test is to ensure that resources are directed to those with the greatest need 
for income supports by the State. 

There have been a number of recent improvements in social welfare means testing.   

I was pleased to announce in Budget 2019 that the earnings disregard for the One Parent 
Family and Jobseeker’s Transition Payments will increase to €150 per week from next month.

Also, from next month, I am introducing a disregard for maintenance payments for the 
Working Family Payment scheme for the first time, in line with the disregards that currently 
apply across most social assistance schemes i.e. a disregard of €95.23 per week, with the re-
mainder assessed at 50%.

Where a person in receipt of disability allowance is engaged in employment, the first €120 
per week of earnings is fully disregarded in the means assessment, with earnings between €120 
and €350 per week assessed at 50%.  The recently enacted Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil 
Registration Bill 2018 included the provision to remove the legislative requirement that this 
employment be of a rehabilitative nature.  This provision also applies to the Blind Pension 
scheme.  I was pleased to implement this Make Work Pay recommendation and improve the 
means testing arrangements for these schemes.

In addition, in recent months, disregards have been introduced for specific payments.  This 
includes any payments made by Sport Ireland under the International Carding Scheme, pay-
ments made by the Northern Ireland Victim and Survivor Service in accordance with the Vic-
tims and Survivors (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 and any ex gratia payments made by the 
Minister of Health in accordance with recommendations proposed by the Scoping Inquiry into 
the CervicalCheck Screening Programme. Each of these payments are fully disregarded for 
social assistance means-testing purposes, and also in relation to qualifying for a increase for a 
qualified adult payment, and for the Working Family Payment. 

As per Section 21 of the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 2018, my De-
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partment will review the current means testing arrangements of maintenance payments and lay 
a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas before the end of June 2019.

JobPath Programme

19/02/2019WRB0250085. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to continue contracts with JobPath providers in view of the recent Dáil Éireann mo-
tion in relation to the scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8008/19]

19/02/2019WRB02600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government’s position on the recent motion debated in the House on the JobPath service was 
clearly set out in my contribution at the time.  I note the views of the House on the matter, 
however, the position of the Government remains unchanged.  My Department has entered into 
legally binding agreements with the JobPath providers and the Government will honour these 
contractual commitments. 

I will reiterate again that JobPath service  performance recorded and published by the De-
partment exceeds contracted target levels, that creditable large scale customer research - also 
published by the Department - shows very high levels of customer satisfaction and that com-
plaint levels are very low.   

The Department also operates a robust inspection and compliance system and a detailed 
report from the Comptroller and Auditor General found made no recommendations in regard to 
how the service is governed.  

The Department will shortly publish the results of an econometric evaluation of the ser-
vice which will further indicate that the outcomes for participating  jobseekers both in terms 
of employment and earnings are better than those of non-participants.  Compared to this body 
of evidence I note the criticisms of the service are based on anecdote or very small scale re-
search which would not be considered as reliable evidence in any serious evaluation of the 
service. 

I previously asked Deputies to forward me examples of cases that they believed substantiat-
ed the criticisms of the service.  Since the debate on the private members motion I was provided 
with just one example of a person who expressed dissatisfaction with the service.  This case 
is being reviewed but the nature of the complaint does not differ greatly from representations 
which are occasionally received in respect of other activation services including the Depart-
ment’s own Intreo service.  It is certainly not suggestive of any widespread or systemic issues 
with the service, over and above that that would be expected in a service that has now served 
over 200,000 people.

I am therefore satisfied that the proper course of action is to continue with the service in 
order to support long term unemployed jobseekers.

19/02/2019WRB02650Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

19/02/2019WRB0270086. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of her plans to extend jobseeker’s benefit to the self-employed; if illness benefit will 
be extended to the self-employed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8048/19]

19/02/2019WRB02800103. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of plans to extend PSRI insurance based benefits to the self-employed that become 



Questions - Written Answers

22

unemployed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8102/19]

19/02/2019WRB02900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 86 and 103 together.

In Budget 2019, I announced a new scheme which will provide a PRSI insurance based 
benefit to self-employed people who lose employment.  This measure will be introduced later 
this year and builds on other recent significant improvements for the self-employed such as ac-
cess to invalidity pension and treatment benefits.  It is part of the Government’s aim of creating 
a supportive environment for entrepreneurship, including providing an income safety net to 
employees and self-employed alike.  

Applicants will have to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the new scheme including sat-
isfying a PRSI contribution requirement.  They will have access to the full range of activation 
supports available to other jobseekers such as referral to group information sessions, one to 
one interviews and subsequent caseworker support.  The statutory conditions and requirements 
for the scheme are being worked through by officials at this time as part of the legislative pro-
cess.

Any further changes such as the extension of illness benefit to the self-employed would 
have to be considered in a budgetary context and within the scope of the overall resources avail-
able for welfare improvements.   

I trust this clarifies the matter at this time.

Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

19/02/2019WRB0300087. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the report into the impact of reduced jobseeker’s payments for those under 26 years of age 
will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7994/19]

19/02/2019WRB03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
line with other EU and OECD jurisdictions, age related reduced jobseeker’s allowance (JA) 
payments for young unemployed people were introduced on a phased basis to tackle high youth 
unemployment.  Receiving the maximum rate of JA without a strong financial incentive to 
engage in education or training can lead to long-term welfare dependency from a young age.

Under Pathways to Work 2016-2020, the Department committed to review and report on the 
impact of the reduced rates for JA recipients aged 18 to 25.  

The National University of Ireland, Maynooth (NUIM) has undertaken research which ex-
amined the effectiveness of the reduced rates in encouraging young jobseekers to avail of edu-
cation, training and employment.  

 My Department has not commissioned this research, rather, it has allowed the NUIM ac-
cess to the data from the Jobseeker’s Longitudinal Database to undertake this research.  The 
University examined data for 18 and 19 year olds, the reduced rates were first introduced for 
this cohort. 

The NUIM published its findings in December 2018 which found positive results noting a 
significant reduction in unemployment durations.  

My Department’s officials recently met with the authors of the NUIM publication and is in 
the process of examining their detailed findings which be used as an input into the Department’s 
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review which will be a stand alone report examining the impact of the reduced rates.  I expect 
that the Department’s report will be completed shortly.

State Pension (Contributory) Data

19/02/2019WRB0320088. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons that carried out their post-2012 contributory pension reviews 
online; the number that commenced an online review but did not complete the process in Coun-
ty Cork; the steps she plans to take to address this issue; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8090/19]

19/02/2019WRB03300107. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons that requested paper forms for their post-2012 contributory 
pension review; the completion rate for paper reviews; the number that did not respond to 
review correspondence in County Cork; the steps she plans to take to address the issue of non-
correspondence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8091/19]

19/02/2019WRB03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 88 and 107 together.

Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who were awarded state pension (con-
tributory) on reduced post Budget 2012 rate bands.  

These payments are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to 
pension calculation which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has al-
ready written to these pensioners to explain the process.

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these reviews.  
In some cases additional information is required to complete their review.  Over recent weeks, 
around 24,000 requests for additional information have been sent to pensioners about unex-
plained gaps in their social insurance record.  These information requests also explain how to 
access my Department’s online service to provide the required information.  The information 
request letter also provides a dedicated telephone number to support and assist pensioners who 
have difficulty in completing their online application.  Over 4,800 online applications have 
been received.     

Importantly, regardless of when a person’s review is processed, if they are due an increase 
their weekly rate will be adjusted without delay and arrears paid, backdated to 30 March 2018, 
or the person’s 66th birthday if later.  If they are not due an increase, they will remain on their 
existing rate of payment.  No one will be worse off as a result of this review.  

As information requests have only recently issued to pensioners and we await replies from 
them it is too early to provide the detailed statistics to the Deputy requested at this time. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRB0350089. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the progress made to date with the introduction of the new TCA method of assessment for 
the State pension (contributory) for persons who became eligible for a pension since September 



Questions - Written Answers

24

2012; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8089/19]

19/02/2019WRB0360099. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when she expects the first reviews of reduced contributory pensions to be completed; if re-
vised amounts will issue as soon as individual reviews are completed; when backdated amounts 
will issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8068/19]

19/02/2019WRB03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 89 and 99 together.

Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of around 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced rate State 
pension contributory entitlement.   

In Quarter 4 2018, Information letters issued to those included in the review to explain the 
review process.  Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist 
in the reviews.  In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners 
about unexplained gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.   

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these re-
views.  Additional information will be requested in writing from pensioners in relation to unex-
plained gaps in their social insurance record where required to complete their review.  

Last month, almost 24,000 requests for additional information were issued to pensioners.  
These requests includes details on how to return the required information using the Depart-
ment’s online services and also provides a dedicated telephone number to call if people had 
difficulty using the online application.  Details of those who called have been recorded so that 
paper applications could be issued to them.  Paper applications have began issuing this week to 
these pensioners.

As the required legislative and system changes are now in place, I am pleased to let the Dep-
uties know that the first reviews have been processed this week.  Where an increase is awarded, 
the rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and backdated to 30 March  2018 or the per-
son’s 66th birthday if later.  Where a pension rate  does not increase as a result of this review, the 
person will continue to receive their existing rate of payment.  No one will be worse off as a 
result of this review. 

Given the numbers involved, it will take my Department a number of months to complete 
the reviews.  I can assure the Deputies that reviews will continue to be processed until all identi-
fied pensioners receive their review outcome in writing. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Paternity Benefit

19/02/2019WRB0380090. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons that availed of paternity benefit since its introduction in September 2016; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8101/19]

19/02/2019WRB03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following tabular statement.

Paternity Benefit may be taken by fathers at any time in the six months following the birth or 
adoption of their child.  Following the scheme’s introduction in September 2016, many fathers 
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who could have claimed the benefit in the last four months of 2016 claimed it instead in 2017. 

This means that, in the four months from September to December 2016, about 46 Paternity 
Benefit claims were made for every 100 Maternity Benefit claims.  In the year 2017, this rose to 
62 Paternity Benefit claims for every 100 Maternity Benefit claims, as fathers of children born 
in both late 2016 and 2017 took up their entitlements. 

In the year 2018, the uptake ratio stabilised at 57 Paternity Benefit claims for every 100 
Maternity Benefit claims.

I note that this delayed uptake pattern in the first year of the new scheme’s operation ex-
plains the slight fall in the total number of Paternity Benefit claims awarded from 2017 to 2018.

Year Paternity Benefit Claims Awarded 
 2016  5,013
 2017  26,559
 2018  24,080
  
 Total  55,652

Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 53.

19/02/2019WRC00150Treatment Benefit Scheme Data

19/02/2019WRC0020092. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons that availed of aural benefit through the treatment benefit scheme since 
its extension to the self-employed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8100/19]

19/02/2019WRC00300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Qualification for treatment benefit (TB), which includes dental, optical and medical applianc-
es (hearing aids), is based on the person having paid the required number of PRSI contribu-
tions since starting employment and also having the required number of contributions or credits 
in the relevant tax year.  The number of contributions required to qualify varies with age. 

Eligibility was extended to the  self-employed in March 2017, dependent spouse / partners 
of qualified persons can also qualify for the benefit.

It is estimated that 2.5m people currently pay or have paid the relevant PRSI classes (A,E,H,P 
and S), that can qualify them and their dependent spouse for TB. 

The number of aural benefit applications processed from 1st April 2017 to 31st Dec 2018 
was 23,563.  Statistics of the uptake by the self-employed are only available from January 2018, 
in the 11 months to November 2018, of the 12,992 hearing aid applications processed, 3,656 
(28%) were from self-employed contributors.

Carer’s Allowance Data

19/02/2019WRC0040093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of applications for carer’s allowance that were refused on application, 
referred to appeal and granted or rejected on appeal, respectively, in each of the past 12 months; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8096/19]
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19/02/2019WRC00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy in respect of Carer’s Allowance is detailed in the follow-
ing tabular statement.

2018 Rejected Ap-
plications

Appeals 
Received 

Appeals 
Finalised

Allowed 
By Ap-
peals 
Officers

Partially 
Allowed   
by Ap-
peals 
Officers

Revised 
Deci-
sions   
By 
Deciding 
Officers

Appeals 
Disal-
lowed by 
Appeals 
Officers 

With-
drawn

Jan 760 291 260 93 15 35 114 3
Feb 708 205 229 89 15 47 74 4
Mar 586 213 232 94 11 33 85 9
Apr 731 179 188 77 7 27 59 18
May 1017 249 215 87 8 32 82 6
Jun 680 271 214 90 9 25 83 7
Jul 704 325 265 87 17 63 93 5
Aug 670 231 154 61 7 23 51 12
Sep 724 214 156 67 10 12 60 7
Oct 1068 296 355 113 24 99 115 4
Nov 1074 303 260 120 10 25 104 1
Dec 569 125 182 69 11 19 69 14
2019         
Jan 1035 345 188 58 12 33 80 5

State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRC0060094. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if all pensioners affected by the reduced rates of entitlement in budget 2012 have 
now been contacted; the number contacted to date; the number requested to produce further 
information; the number whose weekly payments will be adjusted and arrears paid; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7655/19]

19/02/2019WRC00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of pensioners born on or after 01 September 1946 who have a reduced rate State pension con-
tributory entitlement.  Where possible, my Department will use the information already held to 
assist in the reviews. In some cases, additional information is required from pensioners about 
unexplained gaps in their social insurance record to progress their review.

My Department has issued information letters to circa. 79,000 pensioners who have been 
awarded State pension contributory prior to 31 December 2018 which explained the review 
process.  

The information letter also explained that not all pensioners included in the review would 
be required to provide additional information to my Department in order for their review to be 
processed.

Last month requests for additional information were issued.  These requests included de-
tails on how to provide the required information using the Department’s online services and 
also provided a dedicated telephone number to call if people had difficulty using the online 
application.  Details of those who called have been recorded so that paper applications can be 
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issued to them towards the end of February. 

From last week, review outcomes letters have began issuing to pensioners.  Increased pay-
ments, where applicable, will begin to be made this week.  These increased payments will in-
clude arrears of pension from 30 March 2018 or the pensioners 66 birthday if later.  As there are 
many contributing factors to determining if a pensioners rate will increase, it will not be pos-
sible to say how many pensioners will benefit until the information requests have been returned 
and all reviews have been completed.

It should be noted the regardless of when a person’s review is processed, if they are due 
an increase their weekly rate will be adjusted without delay and arrears paid, backdated to 30 
March 2018, or the person’s 66th birthday if later.  If they are not due an increase they will re-
main on their existing rate.  No one will be worse of as a result of this review.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Public Services Card

19/02/2019WRC0080095. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the publication of the report by the Data Protection Commissioner into the public 
services card; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7995/19]

19/02/2019WRC00900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Data Protection Commissioner (DPC) initiated an investigation to assess the legal basis for the 
processing of data in connection with the Public Services Card (PSC) and other related matters.  
The DPC provided a draft report on the PSC to my Department in late August 2018.  The draft 
report requested further information and clarifications on a broad range of areas.  The DPC 
asked that we not disclose the draft report to any other party and we have respected that request.

The Department provided a comprehensive response to the DPC’s draft report on 30th No-
vember 2018 and we now await the Commissioner’s response.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRC0100096. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of her plans to re-examine the situation that relates to women who were in the 
workforce and left in earlier years for family duties are not in a position to receive the full State 
pension (contributory) when they reach retirement age; and her further plans to address the 
situation. [8043/19]

19/02/2019WRC01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
announced in January 2018 pensioners born on or after the 1st September 1946, affected by the 
2012 changes in rate bands, will have their state pension (contributory) entitlement calculated 
under an interim ‘Total Contributions Approach’ (TCA).  The announced changes also provide 
for up to 20 years of home caring periods in the pension entitlement calculation, for those who 
took time out of the workplace for parenting or caring duties. 

As the required legislative and system changes are now in place, I am pleased to let the Dep-
uties know that the first reviews have been processed this week.  Where an increase is awarded, 
the rate of payment will be adjusted without delay and backdated to 30 March  2018 or the 



Questions - Written Answers

28

person’s 66th birthday if later.

Where a pension rate  does not increase as a result of this review, the person will continue 
to receive their existing rate of payment.  No one will be worse off as a result of this review.  

The Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establish-
ing the level of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards 
(TCA2020).  

I launched a public consultation on the design of the full TCA to be introduced from 2020 
on the 28th of May 2018 to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number 
of workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback.  All Oireachtas members 
were invited to a detailed briefing in Leinster House by my officials shortly afterwards.  The 
consultation was open for over 3 months and the Department received almost 300 responses 
from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined the views of respondents on a 
number of issues, including the number of years required for a full pension, as intended as part 
of the consultation process. 

I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consultation.  
I intend bring a proposal to Government shortly, setting out the details of the scheme.  When the 
Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will initiate the work required to introduce 
this reform, including the necessary legislation and systems development.  

People will be informed of the details of the scheme as soon as possible, following the Gov-
ernment decision.

Question No. 97 answered with Question No. 66.

Question No. 98 answered with Question No. 60.

Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 89.

Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 78.

19/02/2019WRC01550Treatment Benefit Scheme Data

19/02/2019WRC01600101. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of persons that availed of dental benefit through the treatment benefit scheme na-
tionally and in County Clare since its extension to the self-employed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [8098/19]

19/02/2019WRC01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Qualification for treatment benefit (TB), which includes dental, optical and medical applianc-
es (hearing aids), is based on the person having paid the required number of PRSI contribu-
tions since starting employment and also having the required number of contributions or credits 
in the relevant tax year. The number of contributions required to qualify varies with age. 

Eligibility was extended to the  self-employed in March 2017, dependent spouse/partners of 
qualified persons can also qualify for the benefit.

It is estimated that 2.5m people currently pay or have paid the relevant PRSI classes (A,E,H,P 
and S), that can qualify them and their dependent spouse for TB. 

The number of dental benefit applications processed from 1st April 2017 to 31st Dec 2018 



19 February 2019

29

was 1,142,347.   Statistics of the uptake by the self-employed are only available from January 
2018, in the 11 months to November 2018, of the 740,337 dental benefit applications processed, 
117,777 (16%) were from self-employed contributors.

In the same January to November 2018 period, 2965 dental benefit applications from self-
employed contributors in County Clare were processed.

19/02/2019WRC01750Carer’s Allowance Delays

19/02/2019WRC01800102. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the steps being taken to fast-track applications for payment of a carer’s allowance to new 
applicants in view of the fact that the need for the payment for those applying is immediate 
while the process for receiving access can be lengthy; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8112/19]

19/02/2019WRC01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers.  This includes en-
suring that applications are processed as quickly as possible. 

Where any scheme area experiences delays, all possible steps are taken to improve pro-
cessing times.  This includes the assignment of additional resources, where available, and the 
review of business processes, to ensure the efficient processing of applications.

In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying conditions can take 
longer to process.

To qualify for carer’s allowance, the carer must show that they are habitually resident in the 
State, that they are providing full-time care and attention to a person who requires this level of 
care and that their means are less than the statutory limit.

In January 2019 the average waiting time for a decision on new CA application was 16 
weeks.  The re-assignment of staff to claims processing from within the CA area and from other 
areas of the Longford Centralised Schemes Office has improved average processing times and 
has led to a decrease of 33% in claims on hands since end-September.

I expect that processing times will continue to improve in the coming weeks as a result.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 103 answered with Question No. 86.

Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 78.

Telephone Support Allowance

19/02/2019WRC02200105. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if the operation of the telephone allowance will be reviewed in view of the fact that pensioners 
in need of the allowance who are not living alone cannot access it; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8004/19]

19/02/2019WRC02300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Telephone Support Allowance (TSA) is a weekly payment of €2.50.  Approximately 129,000 
customers are in receipt of the TSA payment.  The estimated full year cost of the scheme is over 
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€16 million.  

The primary objective of the TSA is to allow the most vulnerable people at risk of isola-
tion, including the elderly and those with disabilities, access to personal alarms or phones for 
security.  

The risk of social isolation is clearly higher for those living alone than those who live with 
other people, especially where they have limited personal resources.  Therefore the criteria for 
the allowance were framed in order to direct the limited resources available to my Department 
in as targeted a manner as possible.  To receive the allowance a customer of my department must 
be in receipt of a qualifying payment and also in receipt of the Living Alone Allowance and the 
Fuel Allowance.  

People who live alone would be considered among those most at risk of social exclusion, 
and this payment, along with the Living Alone Allowance, are also in part recognition of the 
greater challenges facing some of those living alone, in avoiding poverty.  The deprivation rate 
of couples over 65 is less than half that recorded among those over that age who live alone, and 
while there are people living alone who have significant personal resources, this allowance is 
only paid to those who satisfy the means test of Fuel Allowance.

While the schemes operated by my Department are constantly reviewed, any decision to 
extend the scheme to people who are not in receipt of the Living Alone Allowance would have 
to be considered in the context of overall budgetary negotiations.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Pension Provisions

19/02/2019WRC02400106. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if she will consider allowing social welfare supports for widows to be awarded in cases in which 
the surviving partner was not married to the deceased but shared children and or had cohabited 
for a significant amount of time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7993/19]

19/02/2019WRC02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Widows/Widowers/ Surviving Civil Partners Contributory Pension (WCP)  is paid to the hus-
band, wife or civil partner of a deceased person, and is a weekly pension, available to those who 
satisfy the necessary PRSI contribution conditions, either on their own record or on that of the 
deceased spouse, subject to certain criteria.  

The legal context governing relationships such as marriage is regulated by the Minister for 
Justice and Equality.  Entering into a marriage or civil partnership is a legal act, which confers 
both rights and obligations on both parties that do not exist in law between co-habiting couples.  
Widows, widowers and surviving civil partners, on becoming bereaved, therefore, lose some-
one who had legal duties towards them, and the social welfare code may recognise this by pro-
viding a pension to them, subject to certain conditions.

It was for these reasons that the social welfare supports for widows and widowers were 
extended to surviving civil partners from 1 January 2011, when the provisions of the Civil Part-
nership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 came into force.

Aside from the wider legal issues regarding the status of marriage and civil partnerships, 
which is a much broader policy area than its implications under the remit of my department, ex-
tending the current provisions to people who have not undertaken equivalent legal obligations 



19 February 2019

31

would carry significant costs, and would also raise significant issues about criteria if it were to 
be based upon co-habitation. 

Any possible changes to eligibility for social welfare supports for widows to be awarded in 
cases in which the surviving partner was not married to the deceased but shared children, would 
have to be considered in the overall budgetary context. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 88.

Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 80.

Unemployment Benefits Data

19/02/2019WRC02800109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the number of persons in receipt of a 
long-term unemployment payment as a percentage of the workforce. [8442/19]

19/02/2019WRC02900Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Seán Kyne): The exact 
information requested by the Deputy is not available.

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is the official source of estimates of labour force (ILO) 
in the State. This survey replaced the Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) from Q3 
2017. The most recent LFS figures available are for Q4 2018.

In Q4 2018, the number of persons aged 15-74 years in the labour force was 2,398,800, of 
which 50,100 persons aged 15-74 years were classified as long-term (one year and over) un-
employed.  The long-term unemployment rate for persons aged 15-74 for Q4 2018 was 2.1%.

The LFS does not record the number of persons in receipt of a long-term jobseekers pay-
ment.

The Live Register is compiled from returns made to the Central Statistics Office by the De-
partment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP).  It comprises persons under 
65 years of age in the following classes:

· All Claimants for Jobseeker’s Benefit (JB) excluding systematic short-time workers

· Applicants for Jobseeker’s Allowance (JA) excluding smallholders/farm assists and 
other self-employed persons

· Other registrants including applicants for credited Social Welfare contributions but ex-
cluding those directly involved in an industrial dispute.

The most recent Live Register figures available are for January 2019.

In January 2019, there were 199,627 persons under 65 years of age on the Live Register, of 
whom 79,010 were on the Live Register continuously for one year or more.

The Live Register is not designed to measure unemployment. It includes part-time work-
ers (those who work up to three days per week), seasonal and casual workers entitled to Job-
seekers Benefit or Allowance. Unemployment is measured by the Labour Force Survey.

Question No. 110 answered with Question No. 1.
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19/02/2019WR19/02/2019WRD00200Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

19/02/2019WRD00300111. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the expenditure details for all consul-
tancy or audit services provided to his Department by a company (details supplied) in each of 
the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019 [7756/19]

19/02/2019WRD00400The Taoiseach: My Department has not incurred any expenditure for consultancy or audit 
services with the company in question during the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019.

19/02/2019WRD00500Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

19/02/2019WRD00600112. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on meetings with the 
political parties when he visited Belfast on 8 February 2019; the persons that attended; the is-
sues that were discussed; the responses made; and if arrangements have been made to meet 
again. [7759/19]

19/02/2019WRD00700The Taoiseach: I travelled to Belfast on Friday 8th February for a series of meetings with 
each of the five main political parties in Northern Ireland including: DUP Leader Ms Arlene 
Foster; Sinn Féin Vice President Ms Michelle O’Neill; UUP leader Robin Swann; Alliance 
Party Leader Naomi Long and Colum Eastwood, leader of the SDLP.

The meetings provided an opportunity to engage with the Northern Ireland political parties 
and to hear their views on latest Brexit developments and  on  the current political situation in 
Northern Ireland.    

We discussed what could be done to get the institutions in Northern Ireland up and running 
again.  Once again, I emphasised the Government’s full commitment to all aspects of the Good 
Friday Agreement,  and our continuing determination to secure the effective operation of all of 
its institutions.  

The Government wants to see an agreement in place to secure the operation of the devolved 
institutions and we will continue to engage with the British Government and the political parties 
in Northern Ireland to seek urgent progress with that in the period immediately ahead.

On Brexit, I outlined to each of the NI parties the Government’s position, shared by the 
EU, that the withdrawal agreement is not open for renegotiation and represents the best way to 
secure an orderly Brexit while avoiding and return to a hard border. 

19/02/2019WRD00800Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRD00900113. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach if his attention has been drawn to cost 
overruns on contracts within his Department with a value in excess of €10 million that came 
in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; if so, the 
details of same. [8429/19]

19/02/2019WRD01000The Taoiseach: My Department has no capital budget and therefore has not incurred any 
capital expenditure or overruns in the years in question.

19/02/2019WRD01100Defence Forces Medical Services
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19/02/2019WRD01200114. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
serving medical officers in the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7684/19]

19/02/2019WRD01300115. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
serving medical officers in the Defence Forces that hold specialist registration with an organisa-
tion (details supplied); the number of doctors that are fully qualified to practice unsupervised; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7685/19]

19/02/2019WRD01400116. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the position 
regarding serving medical officers of lieutenant colonel rank and above that are allegedly not 
seeing patients but are completing administrative roles; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7686/19]

19/02/2019WRD01500117. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
medical officers in the Defence Forces in receipt of the specialist allowance designed to recruit 
and retain fully qualified doctors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7687/19]

19/02/2019WRD01600118. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason the 
specialist allowance designed to recruit and retain fully qualified doctors has ceased; if he has 
given consideration to reinstating the allowance in order to aid recruitment and retention of 
suitably qualified doctors to the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7688/19]

19/02/2019WRD01700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 114 to 118, inclusive, together.

The number of Medical Officers serving in the Defence Forces is currently 24 of which 
there are 4 in the Military Medicine training scheme. All Defence Forces Medical Officers are 
registered with the Medical Council. All Medical Officers are under the supervision of a Senior 
Medical Officer in the relevant Formation.  Medical Officers of all ranks treat Defence Forces 
patients. Medical Officers receive Rate 3 pay and additional allowances are payable for certain 
prescribed positions.   In addition, Military Service Allowance and other relevant allowances 
are payable where applicable.   There are no plans to introduce further allowances.

19/02/2019WRD02200Commemorative Medals

19/02/2019WRD02300119. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if mem-
bers of the fire service will be awarded medals in commemoration of 1916; if he will consider 
granting the medals to veteran members of the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7706/19]

19/02/2019WRD02400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Recognition of 
the contribution to the State by members of the Fire Service, and other emergency services, is a 
matter that is not within my remit as the Minister with responsibility for Defence. 

 The Programme for Government provided for the award of the 1916 Commemorative med-
al to all Defence Forces personnel, Permanent and Reserve, who were recorded as being in 
service in the course of 2016. This was a special acknowledgement from the Government to the 
members of Óglaigh na hÉireann who served during the centenary year.  

In recognition of the contribution of veterans to the centenary commemorative events in 
2016 it was agreed to present a framed medal to each of the Veterans Associations along with 
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a plaque for each of the 41 Branches of the Organisation of Ex-Service Personnel (O.N.E.) and 
each of the 21 Posts of the Irish United Nations Veterans Association (IUNVA).  It is not pro-
posed to revisit this arrangement. 

19/02/2019WRD02500Defence Forces Recruitment

19/02/2019WRD02600120. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if colour 
blindness is an automatic disqualifier for application to the Defence Forces; if there have been 
changes to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7707/19]

19/02/2019WRD02700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The conditions 
for entry to and service in the Permanent Defence Force, including the methodologies used for 
assessments, are subject to continuous review and modification having regard to the needs of 
the organisation and the development of best practices. 

All applicants must have normal colour vision to join the Defence Forces.

The military authorities have informed me that a Defence Forces Colour Vision Working 
Group was established to review the colour vision requirements for joining the Defence Forces. 
This review is now in the final stages and recommendations will be presented in due course. 

19/02/2019WRD02800Defence Forces Data

19/02/2019WRD02900121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of members of the Defence Forces injured during the course of their duties in the past 20 
years that have had to retire subsequently on ill health grounds but that have had their pensions 
reduced to recover an award; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7764/19]

19/02/2019WRD03000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I take it the Dep-
uty is referring to an award of compensation made in court on foot of legal proceedings and to 
Section 13(2) of the Army Pensions Act, 1923, as amended, which provides that any alternative 
compensation received may be taken into consideration in fixing the level of disability pension 
or gratuity that might otherwise be awarded for the same injury or medical condition.  Section 
13(2) does not provide for the recovery of an award, rather the underlying objective of Section 
13(2) is to take into consideration compensation paid ‘on the double’ for the same disablement

Records are not maintained in a format that would enable the specific information sought by 
the Deputy to be readily extracted, and it would involve a disproportionate amount of time and 
effort to extract such information.

I should explain that a member of the Defence Forces who is injured during the course of 
their duties will not necessarily have to subsequently retire on ill health grounds.  Also, a retire-
ment on ill health grounds does not necessarily arise from an injury incurred in the course of 
duty.  Finally, compulsory retirement or discharge from the Defence Forces on medical grounds 
does not give an automatic entitlement to a disability pension, or to an award in a civil action.

19/02/2019WRD03100Defence Forces Properties

19/02/2019WRD03200122. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if construction 
works will commence in 2019 on the new gymnasia at Sarsfield Barracks, County Limerick; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7942/19]

19/02/2019WRD03300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A Design Team 
was appointed in 2018 to design a Sports Hall and Gymnasium for Sarsfield Barracks, assist in 
its procurement and oversee construction work and they commenced work in September 2018.  
Their first task was to conduct a feasibility study on how best to address the functional require-
ments for the proposed facility within the constraints of the site identified in the Barracks.  Their 
proposals were presented to my Department in January 2019 and identified the outline of the 
building, how the functional requirements are addressed within it and its proposed location.  
The detail of those proposals are under consideration by my Department.

Before a construction contract for the project is entered into, the processes to be completed 
are final evaluation of the proposals by my Department, any required Planning process, detailed 
design of the facility, completion of the tender documentation and a tender competition for the 
construction work, followed by evaluation of the tender results and a decision on an award.

Funding has been earmarked to allow the construction of the project to commence in 2019 
subject to conclusion of the processes preceding construction, as summarised above.

19/02/2019WRD03400Defence Forces Recruitment

19/02/2019WRD03500123. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a new 
recruitment campaign for the Permanent Defence Force will commence before the end of Eas-
ter 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8027/19]

19/02/2019WRD03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The 2019 recruit-
ment campaigns for the Permanent Defence Force are already underway. 

The recent Naval Service General Service Recruit competition, which closed on 21 January 
2019, attracted 969 applications and these are currently being processed.  

It is planned to induct approximately 800 personnel to the Defence Forces in 2019, compris-
ing of General Service Recruits, Apprentices, Cadets and Direct Entry Officers. 

The Government remains committed to on-going recruitment to the Defence Forces to re-
turn to, and maintain, the establishment level of 9,500 personnel as set out in the White Paper 
on Defence 2015. 

19/02/2019WRD03700Defence Forces Recruitment

19/02/2019WRD03800124. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Parlia-
mentary Question Nos. 51 and 52 of 31 January 2019, the specific elements of Defence Forces 
height standards being reviewed; the specific timeline for the review; when it will begin; when 
conclusions will be reached; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8189/19]

19/02/2019WRD03900125. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if the Defence 
Forces is considering reducing the height requirements for all recruits and cadets at entry; if 
so, when a decision on same can be expected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8190/19]

19/02/2019WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 124 and 125 together.
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The minimum height requirement for general service is set out in Defence Forces Regula-
tion. This prescribes a minimum height requirement for enlistment for general service in the 
Permanent Defence Force (PDF) of 157.48cm. This requirement was made following recom-
mendations by a Defence Force Working Group which reported in January 2006 and reduced 
the previous height requirement for both males and females. 

The determination of a minimum height requirement for enlistment in the Defence Forces is 
based on the ergonomic requirements for all members of the Defence Forces to train and carry 
out operations both at home and overseas with service Personal Load Carrying Equipment.

The height requirements in place were introduced following detailed consideration and 
were intended to ensure that personnel can conduct safely the various military task assigned to 
them, and they are of general application to all recruits. Accordingly, the height requirements 
remain in place. 

The military authorities have informed me that a study group has been convened by the 
Deputy Chief of Staff (Support) in order to review the standards of height for entry into the 
Defence Forces. The terms of reference for the group provide for the group to assess and recom-
mend changes to the current height standards.

The group contains representatives from all three services of the Defence Forces and in-
cludes medical personnel, personnel from training establishments and military HR. The group 
convened in late September 2018 and I am informed that the group is in the final stages of de-
liberations and should report in the coming weeks. 

19/02/2019WRD04200Defence Forces Personnel Data

19/02/2019WRD04300126. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 135 of 20 November 2018, when the information will be provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8341/19]

19/02/2019WRD04400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The information 
requested by the Deputy in Question Number 135 of 20 November 2018 was not available with-
in the given timeframe when asked. The Military Authorities have now provided the required 
data and I am in a position to issue a response.

In line with other sectors, sick leave statistics for the Permanent Defence Force are compiled 
annually and provided to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (D/PER). These 
statistics are used in order to track the level of absenteeism across the Public Service. The ab-
sentee rates for the Public Service are then published by D/PER.

As per Defence Force Regulation A12, sick leave may be granted to a member of the Per-
manent Defence Force, on the recommendation of a Medical Officer, or if not practicable, on 
the recommendation of a civilian medical practitioner.

The total number of sick leave days taken by members of the Army, Air Corps and Naval 
Service, in each year since 2009, by officer and enlisted personnel, are set out in tabular form.

Year  Army Of-
ficer

 Army 
- Other 
Ranks

 Air Corps 
Officer 

 Air Corps 
- Other 
Ranks 

Naval 
Service 
Officer 

 Naval 
Service 
- Other 
Ranks 

 2018  1314  69290  314  7691  622  7502
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Year  Army Of-
ficer

 Army 
- Other 
Ranks

 Air Corps 
Officer 

 Air Corps 
- Other 
Ranks 

Naval 
Service 
Officer 

 Naval 
Service 
- Other 
Ranks 

 2017  1309  63382  533  5912  475  6706
 2016  1210  61966  517  4359  229  6643
 2015  1354  54909  515  4328  358  6669
 2014  1487  46837  510  4132  420  5488
 2013  1502  48498  404  4223  387  5008
 2012  1600  45448  200  3190  284  4830
 2011  1799  50200  195  2592  359  5359
 2010  1529  57507  404  3326  411  5648
 2009  1805  52900  350  3392  281  5823

19/02/2019WRD04500Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRD04600127. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if his atten-
tion has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with a value in excess 
of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8420/19]

19/02/2019WRD04700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There have been 
no contracts with a value in excess of €10 million completed by my Department in each of the 
years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019 that have come in at more than 10% over budget.

19/02/2019WRD04800Passport Applications

19/02/2019WRD04900128. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a person (details supplied) is eligible to apply for an Irish passport; if not, if they must 
first make a formal application for citizenship; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7671/19]

19/02/2019WRD05000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
passports applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act 2008, as amended. The 
2008 Act provides, among other things, in section 7(1) that I must be satisfied that a person is 
an Irish citizen before a passport can be issued to him or her.

Irish citizenship is governed by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, 
which is under the responsibility of the Minister for Justice and Equality. Citizenship may be 
obtained in a number of ways, including by birth, descent, naturalisation and, also, adoption. 
Section 11 of the 1956 Act provides for citizenship of adopted children. Section 11(1) provides 
as follows:

“Upon an adoption order being made, under an adoption order within the meaning of sec-
tion 3 (1) of the Adoption Act 2010 or an intercountry adoption effected outside the State being 
recognised within the meaning of that Act in a case in which the adopter or, where the adoption 
is by a married couple, either spouse is an Irish citizen, the adopted child, if not already an Irish 
citizen, shall be an Irish citizen.”

Therefore, if a person, who is not already an Irish citizen, has been adopted by an Irish 
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citizen, and that adoption was effected abroad, that person may be entitled to Irish citizenship 
subject to the adoption complying with the requirements for recognition under Irish law. 

The Passport Service will consider any application for a passport by a person adopted by an 
Irish citizen in accordance with the above provisions. 

19/02/2019WRD05100Rapid Response Initiative

19/02/2019WRD05200129. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the arrangements made for equality monitoring in the running of the rapid response roster and 
the election observation roster; and if arrangements for appeal from disabled applicants to the 
rosters will be considered under public statutory equality duty. [7874/19]

19/02/2019WRD05300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): In relation to the volunteer rosters maintained by the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade and the public sector equality and human rights duty, I refer the Deputy to the re-
sponse to Parliamentary Question Number 124 of 12 February 2019.

Parliamentary Question Numbers 124 of 12 February 2019 and 58 of 7 February 2019 ob-
serve that the forthcoming launch of a new White Paper on international development presents 
an opportunity to review Ireland’s Volunteering Initiative to ensure that it keeps pace with the 
evolving discourse on volunteering for development, and also with the development of best 
practice on promoting equality and diversity at home and abroad. 

19/02/2019WRD05400Passport Services

19/02/2019WRD05500130. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the estimated amount it would cost in a full year if two additional passport printing machines 
were purchased; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7939/19]

19/02/2019WRD05600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Pass-
port printing and the personalisation of each passport requires highly specialised machinery, 
auxiliary equipment and a temperature-controlled environment. 

The Passport Service operates three passport printing machines, two of which are located in 
our main production facility in Balbriggan, Co. Dublin and one located in the Passport Office in 
Mount Street, Dublin.  All applications are processed through the centralised Automated Pass-
port Service (APS).  This means that all production facilities can print a passport irrespective of 
what channel the application was processed.  This printing system allows for flexibility between 
printing machines if any one machine has reached capacity.

The current three printing machines are meeting the Passport Service printing demands and 
have additional capacity. Each Passport Printer has a printing capacity of 250 passports per 
hour and the printing requirements of the Passport Office in Cork are met by the machines in 
Balbriggan and Mount Street, without difficulty.

The purchase cost of a new passport printing machine alone is in excess of €1.7 million. 
This does not include the cost of security, maintenance, technical, fit-out, staffing and rental 
costs. Such auxiliary costs may vary considerably depending on the location where the machine 
would be housed and whether the machine would be added to an existing production site or a 
new production site. 
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19/02/2019WRD05700Passport Applications Fees

19/02/2019WRD05800131. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to introduce a reduced cost for renewing and obtaining a passport for senior citizens; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7988/19]

19/02/2019WRD05900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Service does not provide a reduced fee to any category of adult applicant for a pass-
port, whether for the renewal of a passport or for a first time application. A reduced fee is ap-
plied on applications for passports for minors in recognition of the fact that a minor’s passport 
is valid for only five years. Most adult passports will be issued for a period of ten years. 

I am satisfied that, at a cost of €75 for a renewal, which breaks down to €7.50 per year, the 
Irish passport fee compares favourably with the services offered elsewhere. For example, an 
adult would have to pay €8.25 per year for a British passport, €8.60 per year for a French pass-
port, €9.75 per year for an American passport and €18.45 per year for an Australian passport.

Given that any shortfall in revenue would have to be met by the taxpayer, a decision to 
waive or reduce the application fee for any category of applicant would require careful con-
sideration. It is important to ensure that the major upgrades to the passport service technology 
platforms and business processes as well as significant customer service improvements which 
have taken place in recent years can be maintained and further developed. 

In the context of the services provided by the Passport Service, I would like to draw at-
tention to the well-advanced Passport Reform Programme, one element of which is an online 
passport renewal service which was launched on 30 March 2017. This service was recently 
expanded to include renewal of children’s passports and other categories of application. The 
online service brings significant benefits for citizens with faster turnaround times of 10 working 
days for all online applications, excluding postage.  

19/02/2019WRD06000Brexit Issues

19/02/2019WRD06100132. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on whether arrangements should be made for the UK to enjoy a one-stop security 
agreement with the European Union; and if he has made representations to this effect. [8129/19]

19/02/2019WRD06200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): From 
the beginning of the Brexit process, the Government has been clear about our wish to pursue 
the closest possible relationship with the UK following its departure from the EU, including on 
matters related to security. The Political Declaration on the framework for the future relation-
ship agreed in November states that:  

“The future relationship will provide for comprehensive, close, balanced and reciprocal law 
enforcement and judicial cooperation in criminal matters, with the view to delivering strong 
operational capabilities for the purposes of the prevention investigation, detection and prosecu-
tion of criminal offences” 

The political declaration identifies key areas for cooperation, including data exchange, op-
erational and judicial cooperation, and anti-money laundering and counter terrorism financing. 
It also contains firm commitments to respecting fundamental rights, including a commitment by 
the UK to continue to adhere to the European Convention on Human Rights.  

Ireland supports this high level of ambition. 
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Ireland and the UK  will also continue to co-operate with the UK on border and immigration 
matters within the framework of the Common Travel Area, while fully respecting rights of EU 
nationals.  

The Minister for Justice and Equality and his officials have engaged regularly with EU, UK 
and Northern Ireland counterparts to share analysis of the impacts of Brexit. The Department 
of Justice and Equality is also engaging intensively with criminal justice agencies and sectoral 
experts to prepare for the issues arising when the United Kingdom leaves the EU. 

19/02/201919/02/2019WRE00200Irish Aid

19/02/2019WRE00300133. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of persons employed in the fraud unit in Irish Aid in each of the years 2012 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8215/19]

19/02/2019WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade operates in a complex and diverse en-
vironment, given both the range of its work and the variety of locations where it operates.  The 
Department recognises that the risk of fraud is an ever-present threat to its assets, resources and 
reputation.  The Department has a zero tolerance towards fraud, and managing risk, including 
the risk of potential fraud, is an integral part of how the Department works, including in the 
Irish Aid programme.  Accordingly, all officers in the Department share the responsibility for 
risk management and prevention of fraud. 

The Department has in place policies and procedures for the prevention, detection and deal-
ing with instances of fraud or suspected fraud.  These include the Financial Policy and Proce-
dures, the Department’s Risk Management Policy, the Counter-Fraud Policy, and the Standard 
Approach to  Grant Management, all of which are regularly reviewed and updated.  All De-
partment personnel are responsible for ensuring strong, robust and effective fraud prevention 
and control.  In particular, senior managers in the Department are responsible for implement-
ing Departmental policies and for the operation and maintenance of the Department’s internal 
control systems, which promote the prevention, detection and investigation of fraud, as well as 
management of the risk of fraud.  This includes ensuring the rigorous implementation of the 
appraisal and approval procedures in place with regard to funding provided to organisations or 
programmes under the Irish Aid programme. 

In line with the Department’s Counter Fraud Policy, all instances of suspected or alleged 
fraud in partner organisations, including those funded by Irish Aid, are required to be reported 
to the Department.  Cases are examined by the Department’s Evaluation and Audit Unit and 
appropriate follow up actions are taken, in consultation with the relevant line Division, to as-
certain the amount of any loss, identify perpetrators, and identify any control weaknesses which 
may need to be strengthened. It is the Department’s policy to actively seek recovery of any Irish 
public funds deemed to have been misappropriated.

Over the period from 2012 to date, the staff complement of the Evaluation and Audit Unit 
has been in range of 18 to 20 staff, including eight based in Embassies managing significant 
development programmes.

19/02/2019WRE00500Irish Aid

19/02/2019WRE00600134. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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if Irish Aid is suspended or restricted to certain countries in relation to concerns regarding the 
use of Irish Aid money; if so, the countries in question; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8216/19]

19/02/2019WRE00700135. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the countries that have had Irish Aid suspended or restricted over concerns of its use of Irish Aid 
money in each of the years 2012 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8217/19]

19/02/2019WRE00800136. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the safeguards that have been put in place to ensure Irish Aid money is spent correctly and in 
accordance with set procedures and standards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8218/19]

19/02/2019WRE00900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I propose to take Questions Nos. 134 to 136, inclusive, together.

The Irish Aid programme, managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, has 
a strong focus on value for money, transparency, accountability and sustainable results.  A key 
function of Embassies in countries where Ireland has a development co-operation programme is 
to actively monitor risk and ensure that the evolution of a country programme responds dynami-
cally to risk environments.  Accountants, internal auditors and technical specialists at mission 
level work in policy teams, and frequently in coordination with partner donors and international 
financial institutions, to drive this dynamic risk management, underpinned by headquarters 
oversight including  by the Department’s independent Audit and Evaluation Unit.

As part of Irish Aid’s risk management approach, Ireland’s overseas development assistance 
is channelled through a variety of financing modalities and partners, including official, civil 
society and multilateral or UN partnerships.  This ensures that if problems occur, a given fund-
ing modality may be suspended to allow actions to be taken to ensure that issues arising are 
fully and satisfactorily addressed.  It is not the case that assistance to countries is suspended or 
restricted, rather the mix of modalities is adjusted in light of risk analysis in any given moment.

In a number of countries where Ireland works, support is also given to relevant govern-
ment institutions, such as the auditor general’s offices, anti-corruption bureaux and civil society 
monitoring and advocacy groups, to help ensure that public monies, both Ireland’s and partner 
governments’ are used to good effect and in accordance with both the spirit and letter of our 
partnership agreements.

19/02/2019WRE01200Irish Aid

19/02/2019WRE01300137. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the measures that have been put in place following the suspension of Irish aid to Uganda in 
2012; if Uganda is still subject restrictions with regard to Irish aid; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8219/19]

19/02/2019WRE01400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Government is committed to ensuring that aid is spent efficiently and effectively 
to tackle global challenges. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has a zero tolerance 
approach towards fraud, and has in place policies and procedures for the prevention, detection 
and dealing with instances of fraud, or suspected fraud.  These policies and procedures are in 
place in all Embassies with respect to the disbursement and expenditure of Irish Aid funds. 
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The Embassy in Kampala manages the Irish Aid programme through the 2016-2020 Uganda 
Country Strategy.  Within this strategy Ireland is focused on social protection, HIV-AIDS, edu-
cation and governance, and has programmes targeted at Uganda’s poorest region, Karamoja. 
In delivering this programme through local partners, risks are identified in a proposed partner 
organisation as part of an initial appraisal process. The nature of these risks are assessed and if 
mitigation is possible, the Embassy will agree to support the organisation. Currently, the Irish 
Aid programme in Uganda does not use Government financial systems, but rather partners with 
UN agencies and NGOs in delivery. Financial and management systems assessments are peri-
odically conducted and funding is earmarked for identified activities that are pivotal to achiev-
ing results.

The programme in Uganda has been under close scrutiny by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General due to the 2012 fraud involving the Office of the Prime Minister.  In February 2017, a 
delegation from the Comptroller and Auditor General’s office visited Uganda, as a country level 
example of the Department’s control systems and improvements in procedures for bilateral as-
sistance, following the major fraud case in 2012.  The Department continuously reviews inter-
nal controls and risk management, and has revised and enhanced its grant management process 
for the Irish Aid programme, taking account the lessons learned from this fraud in 2012.  The 
ongoing work of our internal auditors in key partner countries includes assessment of compli-
ance with these and all the processes in place to manage grants.

I would point out the important role of the Uganda Auditor General, whose team had been 
strengthened by Irish Aid, in detecting and highlighting the fraud, as well as the fact that all 
Irish funds were returned to the Embassy in Uganda.

19/02/2019WRE01500Passport Services

19/02/2019WRE01600138. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if the contract for the Passport Express service with An Post will be renewed when the current 
contract expires; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8257/19]

19/02/2019WRE01700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Passport Express service provides an option for citizens to submit their passport application 
through the network of more than one thousand post offices across the State.  All types of Pass-
port Application, both renewal and first time applications, can be made via the Passport Express 
Service. 

The Passport Service is committed to continue to offer a range of application channels, 
including an offline service for citizens who are not eligible or do not wish to use the Online 
Passport service. In parallel to the expansion of the online service to all application types, the 
Passport Service expects to issue a tender during 2020 for a nation-wide network of agents to 
continue to provide such an offline service.

19/02/2019WRE01800North South Inter-Parliamentary Association

19/02/2019WRE01900139. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of times the North South Inter-Parliamentary Association has met since it was 
formed; when the last meeting of the association took place; the matters discussed and achieved 
by the association; and when the next meeting of the association will take place.  [8277/19]

19/02/2019WRE02000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
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operation of the North South Inter-Parliamentary Association is a matter, in this jurisdiction, 
for the Houses of the Oireachtas.

The establishment of a North South parliamentary forum was envisaged in the Good Friday 
Agreement and the St. Andrew’s Agreement. Following an agreement by working groups of 
both the Oireachtas and the Northern Ireland Assembly on 4 July 2012, the inaugural plenary 
session of the North South Inter-Parliamentary Association was held in the Seanad Chamber 
on 12 October 2012.  The most recent plenary session of the North South Inter-Parliamentary 
Association took place on 2 December 2016 in Belfast.

At present, the North South Inter-Parliamentary Association is unable to meet and this will 
unfortunately remain the case until the Northern Ireland Assembly is fully reconvened.

I am continuing to work with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and the leaders of 
each of the political parties to get the necessary political process in place to secure an agreement 
for a functioning Executive and Assembly.

The Government will continue, as co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to do every-
thing in our power to ensure that all of its institutions can operate fully and effectively.

19/02/2019WRE02100Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRE02200140. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with 
a value in excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [8424/19]

19/02/2019WRE02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has a “Nil” response as it does not have any contracts 
with a value in excess of €10 million.

The total capital allocation for my Department across its two Votes – Vote 27: International 
Co-operation and Vote 28: Foreign Affairs and Trade - is relatively modest compared to most 
other Government Departments. In the years covered by the Deputy’s Question, the Depart-

ment’s total capital allocations, for Votes 27 and 28, were:

- 2016   € 5.75 million

-   2017   €11.0  million

-   2018   €13.0  million

-   2019   €21.0  million

   The main focus of capital investment in 2019 will be the cost of constructing and main-
taining State properties overseas under the Global Ireland Initiative, the Passport Reform Pro-
gramme and the continuing investment in ICT to support the Department’s global ICT network 
and Ireland’s participation at EXPO 2020.

Decisions on capital expenditure by the Department are consistent with value for money 
principles and where the investment will provide clear benefits for the State. In this regard, 
capital projects are closely monitored, at all stages of the contract, to seek to avoid any cost 
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overruns.

19/02/2019WRE02400Property Tax Review

19/02/2019WRE02500141. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if the review of local prop-
erty tax will include an assessment of the fairness of applying the full tax to residents in areas 
that have been paying the tax since its introduction but whose areas have not yet been taken 
in charge by the local council; and if not, the way in which he plans to deal with the anomaly.  
[8333/19]

19/02/2019WRE02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The proceeds of the local property tax, 
LPT, are largely used in the general provision and maintenance of infrastructure, services and 
amenities in a local authority area.  Accordingly, residential property owners in estates not yet 
taken in charge benefit from the expenditure of these proceeds in the same way as the owners 
of other residential properties in the general locality in terms of the provision of public roads, 
footpaths, lighting, open spaces, surface water drainage and other public amenities.  LPT is ac-
cordingly payable, regardless of whether or not an estate has been taken in charge. 

Planning and development matters fall under the responsibility of my colleague the Minister 
for Housing, Planning and Local Government.  However, I am informed by the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government that under section 180 (1) of the Planning and De-
velopment Act 2000 (as amended), a planning authority is obliged to initiate taking in charge 
procedures where requested by either the developer or by the majority of owners of the dwell-
ings.  However, this is subject to the development being completed to the satisfaction of the 
authority and in accordance with the permission and any conditions.

Section 180 provides that in relation to estates which have not have been completed to the 
satisfaction of the planning authority and enforcement proceedings have not been commenced 
within the relevant period, the planning authority must, if requested to do so by the majority of 
the owners of the houses, initiate the procedures set out in section 11 of the Roads Act for the 
taking in charge of an estate.  

I further understand that section 180 was amended in the Planning and Development Act 
(Amendment) 2010 to provide that a planning authority may take in charge an unfinished estate 
at any time after the expiration of the planning permission in situations where enforcement 
actions have failed or the planning authority has not taken enforcement action (for example, 
where it considered such action would be futile).  Planning authorities are now specifically 
empowered to take in charge part of an estate, or some but not all of the facilities in an estate. 

Under the amendments made to the 2000 Act by the Planning and Development (Amend-
ment) Act 2018, from 22 October 2018, section 180 of the 2000 Act also applies to Strategic 
Housing Developments, specifically to the houses and associated infrastructure in such devel-
opments.  Other amendments made under the 2018 Act include that where such development 
has not been completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority and enforcement proceed-
ings have not been commenced by the planning authority within four years, beginning on the 
expiration of the appropriate period of the permission (or such period extended under section 
42 of the 2000 Act, as amended), the authority shall, where requested by the majority of owners 
of the houses involved, comply with section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993, but the authority shall 
disregard the financial implications of doing so.

The authority may at its absolute discretion, at any time after the expiration as respects the 
permission authorising the development of the appropriate period, or if the authority considers 



19 February 2019

45

that enforcement proceedings would be futile,  where requested by a majority of the owners of 
the houses in question, initiate the procedures under section 11 of the Roads Act 1993.

19/02/2019WRE02700Betting Licences Data

19/02/2019WRE02800142. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance the number of licences for gam-
ing machines issued by the Revenue Commissioners in 2016, 2017 and 2018; and the amount 
of fees collected from the issue of such licences in each year. [7657/19]

19/02/2019WRE02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the fol-
lowing table sets out the number of Gaming Machine Licences issued and the fees collected for 
the years 2016 to 2018, inclusive.   

- 2016 2017 2018 - - -
Licence Type Number 

Issued
Total Duty 
€ million

Number 
Issued

Total Duty 
€ million

Number 
Issued

Total Duty € 
million

Gaming Machine 
(Annual Licence) 

2,668 1,347,340 3,599 1,817,495 4,326 2,184,630

Gaming Machine 
(3-month 
Licence)

3,420 495,900 6,013 871,885 7,787 1,129,115

A gaming machine operator is also required to hold a Gaming Licence for each premise 
where gaming machines are available for play. The following table sets out the number of Gam-
ing (Premises) Licences issued and fees collected during the same three-year period.

- 2016 2017 2018 - - -

Licence Type Number 
Issued

Total Duty 
€

Number 
Issued

Total Duty 
€

Number 
Issued

Total Duty €

Gaming Premises 
(Annual Licence)

74 46,620 81 51,030 91 57,330

Gaming Premises 
(3-month Licence)

2 350 3 525 3 525

19/02/2019WRE03000Debt Collectors Regulation

19/02/2019WRE03100143. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position in relation to 
the licensing and regulation of debt collection agencies; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7666/19]

19/02/2019WRE03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Debt collection agencies are not regu-
lated entities and therefore are not subject to authorisation and supervision by the Central Bank 
of Ireland.  However, financial service providers providing credit, which are regulated by the 
Central Bank, may appoint agents to conduct debt collection activities.  In the case of credit 
provided by financial service providers regulated by the Central Bank who outsource an activity 
such as debt collection, the regulated financial service provider remains responsible for ensur-
ing that the outsourced firm complies with the relevant provisions of Irish financial services 
legislation supervised by the Central Bank. 

The Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 (‘the Code’, available here: https://
www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/Regulation/consumer-protection/other-codes-of-con-
duct/consumer-protection-code-2012.pdf), applies to regulated financial service providers pro-
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viding regulated activities within the State.  Provision 2.10 of the Code provides that a regulated 
entity must ensure that in all its dealings with customers and within the context of its authorisa-
tion, it ensures that any outsourced activity complies with the requirements of this Code. 

There are also specific rules for debt collection in relation to agreements covered by the 
Consumer Credit Act 1995 and the European Communities (Consumer Credit Agreements) 
Regulations 2010.

19/02/2019WRE03300VAT Rate Application

19/02/2019WRE03400144. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 178 of 5 February 2019, if there is scope to reduce VAT on such non-alcoholic 
drinks in view of the fact that they are not beer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7678/19]

19/02/2019WRE03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In replying to the Deputy’s Question 
No 178 of 5 February 2019, I stated that “there is no means under EU VAT law to apply a 
lower VAT rate to the supply of non-alcoholic beer”.  I regret to inform the Deputy that this is 
incorrect.  The position is that it is may be possible under Annex III of the VAT Directive for a 
reduced rate to be applied to non-alcoholic beverages.

I have no plans to reduce the VAT rate on non-alcoholic beverages.  The majority of drinks, 
including soft drinks and bottled water, are charged to VAT at the 23% standard VAT rate in Ire-
land.  Applying a reduced VAT rate to non-alcoholic beer and wine would necessarily involve 
the application of different VAT rates to supplies of non-alcoholic beverages.  This would be 
difficult to administer and would be likely to provide considerable scope for manipulation of 
the VAT system and potential opportunities for tax avoidance.

19/02/2019WRE03600Financial Services Regulation

19/02/2019WRE03700145. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 75 of 4 October 2018, if there have been changes in the regulatory status of the com-
pany; if the Central Bank has responded to correspondence indicating that it will regulate this 
type of lending activity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7736/19]

19/02/2019WRE03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following the Deputy’s question of 4 
October last, I wrote to the Central Bank on this matter. The Bank is conducting an examination 
into this issue from a regulatory and policy perspective but has indicated, based on the infor-
mation available to date, that an entity operating in such a manner may not require a specific 
authorisation from the Central Bank. 

The Bank is not in a position to comment on its engagement with specific entities.  Nonethe-
less, the Bank acknowledges, regardless of whether or not the entity requires a specific Central 
Bank authorisation, that the Bank has an overall consumer protection role in relation to the 
provision of credit and similar type agreements to consumers.  I understand that this matter, 
therefore, is being monitored and kept under review by the Central Bank.

19/02/2019WRE03900Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman Remit

19/02/2019WRE04000146. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if local authorities are classi-
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fied as financial service providers for the purposes of complaints to the Financial Services and 
Pension Ombudsman in view of their role in administering and providing mortgages through the 
Rebuilding Ireland mortgage scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7740/19]

19/02/2019WRE04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is important to distinguish the Of-
fice of the Ombudsman from the Office of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman 
(FSPO). 

The role of the Ombudsman is to examine complaints from people who feel that they have 
been unfairly treated by a public service provider within his remit, including local authorities. 

Therefore, people would have a right of complaint to the Ombudsman on issues concerning 
how local authorities administer the Rebuilding Ireland Mortgage Scheme. 

I understand that the FSPO does not consider that he has a role in investigating the actions 
of local authorities in relation to mortgages provided under Rebuilding Ireland.

19/02/2019WRE04200Financial Services Sector

19/02/2019WRE04300147. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if an investigation is taking 
place in respect of surcharge interest on arrears being wrongly charged in respect of mortgages 
that originated with a bank (details supplied); if the matter has been brought to the attention of 
the Central Bank by the owners of such loans; the number of persons affected by this issue; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7752/19]

19/02/2019WRE04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Central Bank that 
the issue as outlined by the Deputy has not been brought to the Bank’s attention. However, if 
there is any relevant information that the Deputy wishes to bring to the direct attention of the 
Central Bank, the Bank has advised it will consider it in the context of it’s supervisory activity.

19/02/2019WRE04500Mortgage Data

19/02/2019WRE04600148. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that a company (details supplied) is reporting the full mortgage loan balance 
as arrears following the serving of a demand letter on the mortgage holder; the action being 
taken in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7753/19]

19/02/2019WRE04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Assuming the Deputy is referring to 
statistical data reporting by firms on Mortgage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics, I am ad-
vised by the Central Bank that a statistical data reporting issue was addressed by a revision to 
the Mortgage Arrears and Repossession Statistics published in December 2018. This was done 
to ensure harmonised reporting across all reporting agents. In previous submissions to the Cen-
tral Bank, one portfolio was reported as fully in arrears where a formal demand for repayment 
had been made, as opposed to the outstanding arrears figure only.  The Deputy should be aware 
that the Central Bank cannot comment on individual firms.

19/02/2019WRE04800Mortgage Arrears Rate

19/02/2019WRE04900149. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the reports that a com-
pany (details supplied) has reverted incorrect methodology for calculating mortgage arrears 
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balances will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7754/19]

19/02/2019WRE05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy is referring 
to the engagement by firms, including the one he mentioned in the details supplied, with cus-
tomers in relation to ceasing the practice of Automatic Arrears Capitalisation.  Automatic Ar-
rears Capitalisation refers to a methodology used by some lenders to recalculate borrowers’ 
contracted monthly instalment (“CMI”) on their mortgage, following a trigger event (such as 
an interest rate change).  The Central Bank is of the view that the practice of Automatic Arrears 
Capitalisation is not in the best interest of consumers and where the practice was identified, it 
intervened to ensure the practice ceased.   

The Central Bank has also advised me that a briefing note on the same topic was requested 
by Deputy John McGuinness on 18 May and a response issued by the Central Bank on 22 
June.  A copy of the response can be found at:   https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/
publications/correspondence/oireachtas-correspondence/20180622-response-to-finance-com-
mittee-re-calculation-of-mortgage-arrears.pdf?sfvrsn=4

However, if the Deputy is referring to a different issue, I am advised by the Central Bank 
that it cannot comment on its supervisory activity relating to individual regulated firms due to 
confidentiality requirements.  However, if there is specific information that the Deputy wishes 
to bring to the direct attention of the Central Bank, the Bank has advised that it will consider it 
in the context of its supervisory activity.

19/02/2019WRE05100Flood Risk Insurance Cover Provision

19/02/2019WRE05200150. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the progress made on ensuring 
that flood insurance is available at a reasonable price to householders; the flood protection plans 
in place to ensure a location (details supplied) will be revived from the areas of high risk; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7803/19]

19/02/2019WRE05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am conscious of the difficulties that 
the absence or withdrawal of flood insurance cover can cause to homeowners and businesses, 
and that is one of the reasons the Government has been prioritising investment in flood defences 
over the last number of years. 

However, you should be aware that the provision of insurance is a commercial matter for 
insurance companies, which has to be based on a proper assessment of the risks they are will-
ing to accept.  This assessment will in many cases include insurers own presumptions based on 
their private modelling and research.  Consequently, neither the Government nor the Central 
Bank can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products or have the power to direct 
insurance companies to provide flood cover to specific individuals or businesses.  This posi-
tion is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States 
from doing so.

Government policy in relation to flooding is focused on the development of a sustainable, 
planned and risk-based approach to dealing with flooding problems.  This in turn should lead to 
the increased availability of flood insurance.  To achieve this aim, there is a focus on:  

- prioritising spending on flood relief measures by the Office of Public Works (OPW) and 
relevant local authorities;  

- development and implementation of plans by the OPW to implement flood relief schemes; 
and  
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- ongoing communication between the OPW and the insurance industry, in order to reach a 
better understanding about the provision of flood cover in marginal areas.

The above approach is complemented by a Memorandum of Understanding between the 
OPW and Insurance Ireland, which provides for the exchange of data in relation to completed 
flood defence schemes which should provide a basis for the increased provision of flood insur-
ance in areas where works have been completed. In this regard, the Insurance Ireland/OPW 
working group, which the Department of Finance attends, now meets on a quarterly basis to 
support the information flow and improve the understanding of issues between both parties.

The core strategy for addressing areas at potentially significant risk from flooding is the OPW 
Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme.  The CFRAM 
Programme focussed on 300 Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs) including 90 coastal areas, 
mainly in urban locations nationwide, identified as being at potentially significant risk of flood-
ing. The proposed feasible measures, both structural and non-structural, identified for AFAs are 
outlined in Flood Risk Management Plans, published in May 2018.

Ballybofey-Stranorlar was included as an AFA with the development of a Flood Relief 
Scheme proposed for the area.  I understand that the proposed Scheme for Ballybofey-Stra-
norlar is not part of the first phase of projects to be advanced from the nationwide Flood Risk 
Management Plans, but that the OPW and Donegal County Council will work closely to ensure 
that it will be commenced in the coming years and within the 10-year timeframe for the pro-
gramme of investment.  Until this time, funding of €157,500 was approved under the OPW’s 
2018 Minor Works Scheme for the removal of vegetation and trees on embankments and also 
for the construction of sumps/pumping areas.

Finally, you should be aware that a consumer can make a complaint to the Financial Ser-
vices Ombudsman in relation to any dealings with a Financial Services or Insurance provider 
during which they feel they have been unfairly treated.  In addition, individuals who are experi-
encing difficulty in obtaining flood insurance or believe that they are being treated unfairly may 
contact Insurance Ireland which operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who 
have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to insurance.

19/02/2019WRE05400Film Industry Tax Reliefs

19/02/2019WRE05500151. Deputy Kate O’Connell asked the Minister for Finance his plans in relation to the 
regional film development uplift corporation tax credit introduced in the Finance Act 2018; his 
further plans to extend the area specific annex to the EU Commission decision C(2014) 3153; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7829/19]

19/02/2019WRE05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 481 TCA 1997 provides a 32% 
payable credit for eligible expenditure on film production in Ireland.  It is available to Irish and 
international film production companies that are resident in the State or in an EEA State and 
carry on business in the State through a branch or subsidiary.  

In addition to extending the credit’s end date from 2020 to 2024, Finance Bill 2018 provided 
for a short-term, tapered regional uplift, commencing at 5%, for productions being made in 
areas designated under the State aid regional guidelines.  The regional uplift will be introduced 
subject to State aid approval. 

The regional uplift will be phased out on a tiered basis with 5% available in years 1 and 2, 
3% in year 3, 2% in year 4, and reducing to 0% from year 5 on.  The purpose of the regional 
uplift is to support the development of new, local pools of talent in areas outside the current 
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main production hubs and to support the geographic spread of the audio-visual sector. 

In considering whether the regional film development uplift applies, the Minister for Cul-
ture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht shall have regard to the following factors -

  i. whether the production of the film is substantially undertaken in an assisted region; 

 ii. whether there is limited availability of individuals with suitable experience or training 
who habitually reside within a 45 kilometre radius of the place of production to provide ser-
vices, and 

iii. in respect of the areas of expertise where there is limited availability, the company pro-
vides training for individuals that habitually reside within that 45 kilometre radius. 

The regions availing of the uplift will currently be limited to areas in Ireland sanctioned to 
receive regional aid under the EU regional aid guidelines. 

The EU Regional Aid Guidelines (RAGS) allow each Member State to provide enhanced 
rates of State aid in the least economically developed areas of each country. This enables the 
State’s enterprise development agencies to grant State aid, at enhanced rates, to businesses in 
order to support new investment and new employment in productive projects in Ireland’s most 
disadvantaged regions. 

As I advised during Report stage of the Finance Bill process, should it transpire through 
conversations with the Commission that the geographic regions able to avail of the uplift can be 
amended, the extension of the uplift to include other regions may be something we can consider.

Additionally, I would like to advise the Deputy that the notification process has begun but it 
is currently not possible to give a definitive timeline as to when this process will be completed.   

19/02/2019WRE05700Tracker Mortgage Examination

19/02/2019WRE05800152. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the tracker 
mortgage examination by the Central Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7865/19]

19/02/2019WRE05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland published 
its latest update on the Tracker Mortgage Examination on 4 February.  The update indicated 
that:  

- The number of affected customers stood at 39,800 at end-December 2018 (including 7,100 
impacted tracker accounts which were identified and resolved prior to the commencement of 
the industry wide examination), an increase of 1,400 since end-August 2018 

- 97 per cent of verified affected customers have received their redress and compensation at 
end December 2018 

- Redress and compensation payments are now largely complete with €647 million paid out 
by lenders at end-December,

The Central Bank has advised that its priority at all times throughout the Examination has 
been to make sure that all affected groups of customers have been identified and remediated.  
This work has now been completed at the majority of lenders.

The Central Bank has also advised that in the case of the remaining lenders, supervision 
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work continues, as the Central Bank must ensure that the work carried out by lenders is suf-
ficiently rigorous and thorough, to have addressed satisfactorily any remaining issues affecting 
groups of customers and to ensure that all eligible groups of customers are included for redress 
and compensation. This may result in the identification of some additional affected customers 
before the Examination is concluded. This work is expected to be complete in the remaining 
lenders in Q1 2019, with the final report expected to be published in the coming months.

The full Examination Update is available at the following link: https://www.centralbank.ie/
docs/default-source/consumer-hub-library/tracker-issues/update-on-tracker-mortgage-exami-
nation---february-2019.pdf?sfvrsn=4.

19/02/2019WRE06000Tracker Mortgage Examination Expenditure

19/02/2019WRE06100153. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the resources being de-
ployed by the Central Bank in the ongoing enforcement investigations associated with the 
tracker mortgage examination; the number of staff involved; if outside expertise is being used; 
the number of site visits held; the number of documents inspected; the number of meetings held; 
the maximum financial and other penalties that can be imposed on the institutions concerned 
and on persons found to be responsible within those institutions; when he expects the enforce-
ment investigations to be concluded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7866/19]

19/02/2019WRE06200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank has previously con-
firmed in a series of public updates and during appearances before the Joint Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, and Taoiseach that it is actively investigat-
ing, in an enforcement context, matters relating to the issues identified at certain lenders in 
respect of failures relating to tracker mortgages. 

In this context, the Bank is considering all possible angles, including potential individual 
culpability, and is thoroughly investigating and analysing these matters in the context of its 
legal framework.  These enforcement investigations are detailed and forensic in nature, and are 
seeking to establish the exact circumstances of how and why people lost, or were denied, their 
entitlement to a tracker mortgage or were placed on the incorrect interest rate.  The enforce-
ment investigations are also examining whether the documentation, which customers received 
from lenders, was clear and what key decisions were taken by lenders, or not taken, which 
resulted in customers losing their tracker rate or right to a tracker rate.  In addition, the Central 
Bank is examining instances where lenders may have failed to have the requisite safeguards in 
place to ensure that they implemented the “Stop the Harm” principles set out within the Central 
Bank’s Framework for conducting the Tracker Mortgage Examination.  These principles were 
developed to prevent further detriment to customers from occurring after the Examination com-
menced. 

Given the live and on-going nature of these investigations, the Central Bank has indicated 
that it cannot comment on the specifics of these investigations.  The Central Bank’s investi-
gations are at different stages thus it is not possible to be definitive as to when they will all 
conclude.  However, the Bank currently anticipates that at least one of these investigations will 
conclude in 2019. 

The Central Bank’s sanctioning powers are set out within Part IIIC of the Central Bank 
Act 1942, as amended by the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act, 2013.  Under 
the “old” sanctioning regime the Central Bank may impose a monetary penalty on firms not 
exceeding €5,000,000 - €500,000 in respect of individuals - in respect of prescribed contraven-
tions.  Where the sanctions regime post-August 2013 applies, the Central Bank may impose 
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a monetary penalty not exceeding the greater of €10,000,000 or 10% of turnover on firms - 
€1,000,000 in the case of an individual - in respect of prescribed contraventions.

19/02/2019WRE06300Brexit Issues

19/02/2019WRE06400154. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the estimated effect of the UK 
leaving from the EU will have on the net Irish annual contribution to the EU budget; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7930/19]

19/02/2019WRE06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Given that the UK represents one of 
the largest net contributors to the EU budget, Brexit is likely to make a significant impact on 
Member States contributions, including Ireland’s.  The exact impact will dependent on the na-
ture of the final agreement between the EU and the UK regarding its involvement with the EU 
budget post-Brexit. 

Under the Withdrawal Agreement between the EU and UK, the UK had agreed to continue 
to pay into the EU budget for the remaining years of the current MFF, as if it was still a member.  
This would have resulted in no additional impact on Ireland’s contributions or receipts up to the 
end of the current MFF in 2020.

However, if that Withdrawal Agreement, WA, is not concluded and there is a no-deal Brexit, 
the impacts on the EU budget will need to be clarified.  Under this scenario the UK would need 
to clarity its intentions regarding whether it still intended to continue making payments towards 
the current MFF.  The Commission’s recently published “Contingency Framework” assumes a 
no-deal outcome, but establishes a legal basis for the UK to continue to both make payments 
into the EU budget and to access receipts from it for the year 2019.  This framework seeks to 
minimise any unnecessary disruption for beneficiaries of EU spending programmes at the time 
of withdrawal.

If the UK decided to not continue with these payments, then both the Commission and 
Member States would need to consider the most appropriate way forward.  However, the gap 
would need to be mitigated by either increased contributions from other Member States, reduc-
tions in EU funding programmes, or a combination of both. 

Any forecasted impact on Ireland will depend on a number of variables which will depen-
dent on that outcome such as adjustments to expenditure, increases in contributions, or a com-
bination of both.

19/02/2019WRF0010019/02/2019WRF00200Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base Proposals

19/02/2019WRF00300155. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the discussions held to date 
at EU level in relation to the introduction of a common consolidated corporation tax; if this is 
likely in the next three years; the plans Ireland has to prevent same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7931/19]

19/02/2019WRF00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The European Commission’s current 
proposals for a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB) were published in Oc-
tober 2016 and first discussed at the November 2016 ECOFIN meeting.  The proposal was 
prepared by the Commission without any input from Member States.  The re-launched CCCTB 
is split into two separate Directives – a Directive for a Common Corporate Tax Base (CCTB) 
and a second Directive for a Consolidated CCTB.  Although the Commission presented these 
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as a unified package, the CCTB is being discussed first and consolidation will only be discussed 
once the CCTB is agreed.

At the December 2016 ECOFIN, Council Conclusions were approved in respect of the 
Commission’s wider package which included the CCCTB proposal but there was no specific 
discussion of the proposals at that meeting.  The work on the CCCTB proposal is now taking 
place in technical working groups at Council and Ireland is actively involved in this work. 

By its nature, the Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB) is a complex and 
detailed proposal and Member States need to fully analyse and consider its potential impact 
on national tax systems.  Member States are discussing and debating the various aspects of the 
proposal in the relevant tax working parties.  These discussions are ongoing but much more 
technical consideration is needed.

In June 2018, Germany and France issued a common position paper on the Commission’s 
proposal for a CCTB Directive.  The German-French position paper suggests a number of 
modifications.  Member States have been discussing these proposals and other modifications in 
recent months.

19/02/2019WRF00500Tax Rebates

19/02/2019WRF00600156. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance when a final reply 
will issue to correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7958/19]

19/02/2019WRF00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Export Repayment Scheme is pro-
vided for in section 135D, Finance Act 1992 and was commenced on 8 April 2013.

The scheme is available to category A (passenger) vehicles that are removed or exported 
from the State.  The category A rate is calculated based the level of CO2 the vehicles emit and 
can be as high as 36% of the value of the vehicle.  Motor homes are classed as Category B ve-
hicles and therefore are subject to a flat VRT rate of 13.3%, lower than the lowest rate of 14% 
which applies to the cleanest passenger vehicles.  This is a preferential treatment considering 
the levels of emissions emitted by motorhomes.

VRT seeks to reflect the negative externalities caused by using the vehicle in the State.  
These externalities are the costs to society and to the environment that, without the tax, would 
not otherwise be reflected in the price of the vehicle and for which the consumer would not 
otherwise have to pay.  In the case of motor vehicles, these include environment externalities 
such as air pollution.

Section 135D only provides for vehicles charged at the category A rate of VRT, and as motor 
homes fall under the preferential VRT category B, there is no provision for the repayment of 
VRT on the export of motor homes.

19/02/2019WRF00800Mortgage Book Sales

19/02/2019WRF00900157. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the action he has taken to deal 
with a bank (details supplied) selling mortgages to unregulated vulture funds against the wishes 
and without the consent of the mortgage holders; and if this constitutes a breach of the code of 
conduct. [7962/19]
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19/02/2019WRF01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware, PTSB 
transacted two loan sales in 2018 as follows:

1.    Project Glas in July; and

2.    Project Glenbeigh in November

In the case of Project Glas, the portfolio of loans was sold to Start Mortgages.  For Project 
Glenbeigh, PTSB confirmed that Pepper would take over servicing of loans within six months 
of the transaction being announced.

It is important to highlight that both Start Mortgages and Pepper are regulated by the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland.  When dealing with borrowers, these firms are required to comply with 
the Consumer Protection Code (CPC) and the Code of Conduct for Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) 
when dealing with borrowers who are in arrears.  In addition, Start Mortgages and Pepper have 
confirmed that any restructuring agreements in place with borrowers at the date of the respec-
tive transactions remain in place.

In early 2018, I asked the Central Bank to carry out a review of the CCMA to ensure it 
remains as effective as possible.  The result of this review was published in October 2018 and 
it is very positive to note that the key findings included confirmation that, for borrowers who 
engaged with the process, the CCMA is working effectively as it is intended in the context of 
the sale of loans by regulated lenders.

In relation to borrower consent, the Deputy may be referring to the Central Bank of Ireland 
voluntary Code of Practice on the Transfer of Mortgages which dates from 1991.  Since that 
date, certain financial markets have become more developed, including the securitisation mar-
ket, with most mortgage loan agreements now including a clause that allows the original lender 
to sell the loan on to another firm.

19/02/2019WRF01100Property Tax Exemptions

19/02/2019WRF01200158. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance the steps available to 
affected homeowners to not have to pay the local property tax in view of the situation for hom-
eowners in County Donegal arising from mica; his plans to introduce an exemption to the local 
property tax for affected homeowners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7966/19]

19/02/2019WRF01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The legislation governing the admin-
istration of Local Property Tax (LPT) provides for a limited number of exemptions from LPT.

There is no specific exemption for properties affected by Mica and there are no plans to 
introduce such an exemption. 

LPT operates on a self-assessment basis and it is a matter for the property owner in the first 
instance to file an LPT Return, if they have not already done so, and to calculate the tax due 
based on his or her assessment of the market value of the property as at 1 May 2013.

When making an assessment, issues such as the presence of Mica would be one of the fac-
tors that a property owner should take into account in valuing their property.

Further information and assistance in regard to valuations is available via the Revenue LPT 
Helpline on 01-738 36 26.
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19/02/2019WRF01400Tax Appeals Commission

19/02/2019WRF01500159. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the implemen-
tation of the recommendations of the independent review of the workload and operations of the 
Tax Appeals Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8081/19]

19/02/2019WRF01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the indepen-
dent review of the Tax Appeals Commission (TAC) makes a number of recommendations which 
I support in full.  Progress has been made on implementing these recommendations since the 
publication of the review on Budget Day last year.

 Proposed legislation was submitted before Cabinet today (19 February) for approval.  This 
legislation will provide for the role and responsibilities of a Chairperson of the TAC and recruit-
ment for a Chairperson will commence immediately following enactment.  It will also clarify 
some aspects of the existing appeals legislation to facilitate the appeals process.

 The Appeals Commissioners and my Department are in regular contact about governance 
matters and corporate supports.  Work is ongoing to identify the supports required and assist the 
TAC in putting the necessary governance structures in place.  A new administration working 
group (which includes the Commissioners, and officials from my Department and the Revenue 
Commissioners) has been formed and meets regularly to address issues relating to the admin-
istration of tax appeals.

 I provided for a near doubling of the TAC budget for 2019 to facilitate the recommended 
staff increases and improvements to computer equipment.  The TAC have sought to increase 
their staff complement through recruitment as per the recommendations of the report.  A perma-
nent head of administration at Principal Officer grade will commence work at the Commission 
on 27 February.  This follows a number of seconded Principal Officers from my Department 
who filled the role on a fixed term basis.

 A competition for Temporary Appeal Commissioners is due to be launched by the Public 
Appointments Service (PAS) this week.  The competition will seek to fill two positions (or full-
time equivalents) with immediate effect and to establish a panel of suitable candidates should 
further appointments be required.  Consideration will be given to applicants with relevant expe-
rience from a range of professional backgrounds, including those with experience in Revenue 
or in Customs as well as those with qualifications in tax and in the legal field.

 As recommended by the review, the TAC has requested the PAS to appoint an IT specialist 
at the grade of Assistant Principal Officer. With the appointment of this position an ICT Liaison 
Group will commence meetings.  This will include officials from the TAC, Revenue and the 
Department of Finance, who will meet to discuss and develop specifications for a new appeal 
case management system, as well as other IT matters.  In the interim, work has commenced to 
address existing IT hardware needs within the TAC.

 The TAC have also requested the PAS to appoint four Clerical Officers.  These roles should 
be filled shortly.  Overall, the aim is to double the TAC’s staff complement over the course of 
2019, from 17 to 33.

 While a backlog of appeals remains, the addition of Temporary Appeal Commissioners and 
support staff should allow the TAC to make progress in addressing the current active appeals on 
hand.  Further recruitment, such as the appointment of a Chairperson of the Commission as well 
as additional case managers as recommended by the review, will help to further reduce delays 
in the processing of appeals.
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 I am conscious that an effective tax appeals process is an essential part of a functioning 
tax system and my officials will continue to keep all matters relating to the TAC under active 
review until such time as the backlogs are addressed.

19/02/2019WRF01700Tax Exemptions

19/02/2019WRF01800160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated extra revenue 
that would be expected to accrue for each reduction of €2,500 until a threshold of €100,000 in 
the high earners’ restriction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8139/19]

19/02/2019WRF01900161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated extra revenue 
that would be expected to accrue for each increase of €5,000 in the maximum reliefs allowed 
under the high earners’ restriction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8261/19]

19/02/2019WRF02000162. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated extra revenue 
that would be expected to accrue for each reduction of 1% (details supplied) in the aggregate of 
specified reliefs of adjusted income allowed under the high earners’ restriction; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8262/19]

19/02/2019WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 160 
to 162, inclusive, together.

The 2006 and 2007 Finance Acts introduced, with effect from 1 January 2007, measures 
to limit the use of certain tax reliefs and exemptions (known as “specified reliefs”) by high-
income individuals who, by means of the cumulative use of various tax incentives, had in pre-
vious years the potential to substantially reduce their tax liabilities.  The overall objective is to 
ensure that, from 2007, individuals with an adjusted income of €500,000 or more (where the 
full restriction applied) pay an effective rate of Income Tax of approximately 20 per cent on a 
combination of adjusted income and ring-fenced income.  The restriction began to apply where 
an individual’s adjusted income exceeded €250,000 and the full restriction applied where an 
individual had adjusted income of €500,000 or more.

The 2010 Finance Act introduced further limitations on the use of specified reliefs, with 
effect from 1 January 2010.  These limitations are designed to ensure that individuals with an 
adjusted income level of €400,000 or more (where the full restriction applies) pay an effective 
rate of Income Tax of approximately 30 per cent on a combination of adjusted income and ring-
fenced income.  In addition, the adjusted income on which the restriction begins to apply was 
reduced to €125,000.

In relation to the Deputy’s question regarding the estimated extra revenue that would be 
expected to accrue for each reduction in €2,500 until a threshold of €100,000 in the High Earn-
ers’ Restriction, I am advised by Revenue that it is not possible to accurately estimate the yield 
from the proposed change.  Taxpayers are not required to submit a form RR1 (which is submit-
ted by taxpayers to provide their calculation of the restriction) unless their adjusted income 
exceeds €125,000, therefore there is no basis on which to identify those affected by lowering 
the threshold.  

In relation to the Deputy’s question regarding the estimated extra revenue that would be 
expected to accrue for each increase of €5,000 in the maximum reliefs allowed under the High 
Earners’ Restriction, Revenue advise me that increasing the relief threshold amount would re-
sult in fewer taxpayers being subject to the restriction.  Therefore it is not expected that such a 
change would result in an additional yield in revenue. 
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In relation to the Deputy’s question regarding the estimated extra revenue that would be 
expected to accrue for each reduction of 1% in the aggregate of specified reliefs of adjusted 
income allowed under the high earners’ restriction, I am advised by Revenue that lowering the 
percentage level of specified reliefs to adjusted income to less than 20% could result in addi-
tional cases being subject to the restriction.  However, as there is no RR1 return for these cases, 
they are not readily identifiable and so there is no basis on which to estimate a yield associated 
with these changes.

19/02/2019WRF02400VAT Rate Application

19/02/2019WRF02500163. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance if a ban on the below invoice 
cost selling of alcohol would result in an increase in VAT revenues; if it is within his power to 
cease the practice of below invoice cost selling; if it is possible through secondary legislation to 
cease the practice of below invoice cost selling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8266/19]

19/02/2019WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Where a retailer is in a situation of net 
VAT gain as a result of below cost selling, this is not a loss to the Exchequer or an additional 
benefit to the retailer, it is merely how VAT is charged. 

VAT is a tax on the value added to a supply, and the collection and recovery of VAT takes 
place at each stage of the chain of supply from manufacturing to retailer.  Under EU and do-
mestic VAT rules, traders who are registered for VAT collect VAT on the goods and services that 
they sell.  In turn, such traders are entitled to recover the VAT they incur on their business inputs 
used in the purchase or production of goods or delivery of services.  Consequently, if there is 
a decrease in value at any stage in the process the trader is entitled to a refund of the excess of 
VAT incurred over that collected.

19/02/2019WRF02700Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

19/02/2019WRF02800164. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with a value in excess of €10 million 
that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; 
if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8423/19]

19/02/2019WRF02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm that my Department has 
had no contracts with a value in excess of €10 million or more between 2016 up to and includ-
ing today’s date. 

19/02/2019WRF03000Revenue Commissioners Enforcement Activity

19/02/2019WRF03100165. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of cash seized 
from persons exiting and entering the State by the Revenue Commissioners enforcement of-
ficers at Weston Aerodrome in the past ten years; the amount of cash returned to persons on 
appeal to the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8486/19]

19/02/2019WRF03200167. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of cash seized 
from persons exiting and entering the State by the Revenue Commissioners enforcement of-
ficers at locations (details supplied) in the past ten years; the amount of cash returned to per-
sons on appeal to the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[8490/19]

19/02/2019WRF03300168. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of cash seized 
from persons exiting and entering the State by the Revenue Commissioners enforcement of-
ficers at Shannon and Cork airports in the past ten years; the amount of cash returned to per-
sons on appeal to the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8497/19]

19/02/2019WRF03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 165, 
167 and 168 together.

I am advised by Revenue that cash is seized by them, in accordance with the Criminal Jus-
tice Act 1994, as amended by the Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act 2005, if it is believed 
to be from the proceeds of crime.  The following tables detail the amounts of cash seized from 
passengers entering or leaving the State through the following airports: Knock, Galway, Cork, 
Kerry and Shannon airports for each of the years 2009 - 2018.  The amount returned on appeal 
is also shown.  I am advised that no cash was seized at Weston, Sligo, Donegal and Waterford 
Airports.

 Knock Airport

Year Amount Seized € Amount returned on appeal 
€

2009 Nil  Nil 
2010 Nil Nil
2011 124,100 124,100
2012 Nil Nil
2013 19,919.18 19,919.18
2014 Nil Nil
2015 Nil Nil
2016 Nil Nil
2017 Nil Nil
2018 Nil Nil
Total 144,019.18 144,019.18
Galway Airport

Year Amount Seized € Amount returned on appeal 
€

2009 Nil Nil 
2010 10,135 Nil
2011 Nil Nil
2012 Nil Nil
2013 Nil Nil
2014 Nil Nil
2015 Nil Nil
2016 Nil Nil
2017 Nil Nil
2018 Nil Nil
Total 10,135 Nil
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Cork Airport

Year Amount Seized € Amount returned on appeal 
€

2009 65,280  14,780
2010 104,105 71,965
2011 59,740 Nil
2012 61,070 37,270
2013 59,940 Nil
2014 49,840 Nil
2015 63,000 63,000
2016 9,700 Nil
2017 18,160 12,460
2018 70,800 Nil
Total 561,635 199,475
Kerry Airport

Year Amount Seized
€

Amount returned on appeal 
€

2009 Nil Nil
2010 57,850 7,850
2011 33,430 5,870
2012 26,400 6,400
2013 Nil Nil
2014 Nil Nil
2015 Nil Nil
2016 Nil Nil
2017 Nil Nil
2018 3,770 3,770
Total 121,450 23,890
Shannon Airport

Year Amount Seized 
€

Amount returned on appeal 
€

2009 156,964.59 137,064.59
2010 279,699.68 23,450
2011 Nil Nil
2012 Nil Nil
2013 Nil Nil
2014 20,000 20,000
2015 58,488 49,788
2016 26,800 6,800
2017 3,616.68 3,616.68
2018 21,782.25 9,040
Total 567,351.20 249,759.27

19/02/2019WRF03500Banking Sector Recruitment
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19/02/2019WRF03600166. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Finance if a specific appointment has 
been approved by him and the EU Central Bank (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8489/19]

19/02/2019WRF03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, a Rela-
tionship Framework has been specified that defines the nature of the relationship between the 
Minister for Finance and AIB.  These Frameworks were first published on 30 March 2012 and 
the latest AIB Relationship Framework can be found at; http://www.finance.gov.ie/wp-content/
uploads/2017/07/AIB-Relationship-Framework-Agreement.pdf .

On 19 December 2018, under the terms of the framework agreement, AIB submitted a 
consultation letter to the Minister in regard to the appointment of a new Chief Executive and 
Executive Director of AIB Group.  The Minister noted the contents of this consultation and on 
28 January 2019 the bank was informed as such.

Notwithstanding the fact that the State is a significant shareholder in the institution, the 
commercial independence of the bank is protected by the Relationship Framework (which was 
insisted upon by the European Commission).  The regulatory process behind this appointment 
is run directly and independently with the appropriate regulatory authorities

However I have received the following response from AIB:

“On 14 December 2018 AIB Group plc announced that it has concluded the selection pro-
cess for Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) and Executive Director, and Dr. Colin Hunt is pro-
posed as the successful candidate.  The Bank has commenced the required regulatory fitness 
and probity assessment process and consultation with the Minister for Finance in respect of the 
proposed appointment.  Subject to the satisfactory conclusion of the aforementioned processes, 
Colin Hunt will succeed Bernard Byrne, who announced on 26 October 2018, his intention to 
step down this year.  An announcement regarding the effective date of the appointment will be 
made in due course.”

Questions Nos. 167 and 168 answered with Question No. 165.

19/02/2019WRF04000Pension Provisions

19/02/2019WRF04100169. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a per-
son who is a pensioner who previously worked in a position (details supplied) is due a pension 
increase as a result of pay restoration for civil servants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7755/19]

19/02/2019WRF04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The public 
service pension increase policy that is currently in place in respect of pre-existing public service 
pension schemes represents a time-limited (expires end-2020), conditions-bound return to the 
non-statutory, pay-linked method of pension adjustment which prevailed until the onset of the 
financial emergency.

Pay increases agreed as part of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018–2020 (PSSA) 
are passed on to eligible pensions, to bring the pay level on which the pension is based up to the 
level of the pay of those still serving in the same grade and on the same scale point, once those 
pay increases are applied to serving staff.

However, the Deputy should note that not all pensions are eligible for an increase due to the 
fact that the pay levels on which some pensions are based still exceed the in-service pay level 
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of the corresponding grade and scale point, even after pay increases have been applied.

Public service pension recipients seeking information with respect to their eligibility for 
pension increases are advised to contact their pension paying authority - in this case, the Pay-
roll Shared Services Centre (PSSC) - who will have the necessary information to respond on an 
individual basis.

19/02/2019WRF04300Departmental Properties

19/02/2019WRF04400170. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a re-
ception was held on 28 December 2018 at Stewards Lodge, Farmleigh; the nature and purpose 
of the reception; and the persons who attended. [7761/19]

19/02/2019WRF04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Taoise-
ach hosted some staff and friends for Christmas drinks that evening.  There are agreed proce-
dures regarding the use of Stewards Lodge by Taoisigh.  No costs were incurred by the Office of 
Public Works or by the Department of the Taoiseach with regard to the use of Stewards Lodge 
on the date in question.

19/02/2019WRF04600Forensic Science Ireland Laboratory

19/02/2019WRF04700171. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of a new State forensic science laboratory; the reason for the delay in the construction; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7787/19]

19/02/2019WRF04800172. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position with regard to the premises of the national forensic library; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7788/19]

19/02/2019WRF04900173. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
spend to date on preparatory works for a new facility for the national forensic library; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7789/19]

19/02/2019WRF05000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 171 to 173, inclusive, together.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) is managing the delivery of the new Forensic Science 
Laboratory at the Backweston Campus, Co. Kildare.  The Deputy should be aware that enabling 
works for the laboratory commenced in October 2017 and have now been completed.  This was 
at a total cost of €2,849,006, including VAT.

However, due to recent changes in international forensic laboratory standards, the merging 
of the Garda Technical Bureau with Forensic Science Ireland and changes to staff numbers, it 
was necessary to add further material to the tender documentation.  The issues involved, relate 
primarily to laboratory interior finishes and mechanical and electrical adjustments.

On completion of this examination it was possible to re-invite tenders from the shortlist of 
building contractors for the new Forensics Laboratory in Q4 2018. Tender submissions will be 
received in Q1 and Q2, 2019.  Tender assessment will take place in Q2/3 2019.  On completion 
of the assessment and following the statutory standstill period, it is anticipated that construc-
tion should commence in Q3/Q4 2019.  When the construction contract for the main building is 
placed, the estimated construction period is 24 months followed by a validation and test period 
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prior to occupation.

19/02/2019WRF05300National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRF05400174. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the cost overrun in relation to the national children’s hospital; the capital projects which will 
be deferred as a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8071/19]

19/02/2019WRF05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In my role as 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform I am responsible for setting the overall capital al-
locations across Departments and for monitoring monthly expenditure at a Departmental level.  
Responsibility for the management of individual projects rests with the relevant sponsoring 
Department or Agency.

Government has agreed to reallocate €75 million, from within the existing €7.3 billion capi-
tal allocation for 2019, to accommodate the additional funding requirements for the National 
Children’s Hospital this year.  The reallocation will apply to projects such as the A5 Motorway 
in Northern Ireland, which is paused due to external issues.  The Department of Health will also 
re-profile €24 million in capital funding across both 2019 and 2020 to facilitate multi-annual 
management of projects and works within the capital envelopes and to ensure the timely de-
livery of the National Children’s Hospital project.  A full list of the adjustments is set out as 
follows;

- re-scheduling of €27 million arising in relation to the A5 Motorway in Northern Ireland;

- re-scheduling of €10 million arising in relation to the National Forensic Science Labora-
tory;

- advance payment of a sum of €10 million from the Department of Education and Skills in 
respect of higher education facilities at the National Children’s Hospital;

- an updating of the scheduled draw-down of €16 million from the two Project Ireland 2040 
Regeneration Funds, which are being profiled for expenditure throughout the course of both 
2019 and 2020 without delays in project planning, design and delivery;

- re-profiling of payments of €4 million under certain programmes of investment in Com-
munications, Climate Action & Environment;

- €3 million from the re-profiling of investment under the Flood Risk Management Pro-
gramme of the Office of Public Works to allow for capacity to be built up over the course of the 
NDP period;

- revision of the schedule of drawdown of funding in the PER and Finance Groups of Votes 
totalling €3 million; and

- €2 million through changes to the timing of payments relating to certain capital works by 
the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, with full project delivery scheduled 
across both 2019 and 2020.

While it is important to recognise and acknowledge the increased costs of the National Chil-
dren’s Hospital project it is equally important to acknowledge the many projects that have been 
delivered on time and on budget through Project Ireland 2040.

We are continuing important investment programmes for roads and light rail, improving our 
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environment, with 90 new schools under construction in 2019 and 700 benefiting from minor 
improvements.  Investment will provide 10,000 social housing units and support better health 
outcomes with primary care facilities to be opened or upgraded in 18 locations nationwide.

19/02/2019WRF05600Flood Relief Schemes Funding

19/02/2019WRF05700175. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the Templemore, County Tipperary, flood relief programme following reports of €3 million 
being diverted from flood relief programmes nationally to fill the health budget deficit in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8083/19]

19/02/2019WRF05800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Construction 
of the River Mall (Templemore) Flood Relief Scheme is currently ongoing.  To date, approxi-
mately 35% of the works have been completed, which include 450 m of new channel excava-
tion, 4 field bridges completed at various locations with another bridge substantially complete, 
and demolition and site clearance of a commercial property on the Richmond Road.  Liaison is 
ongoing with relevant stakeholders, including local landowners, Inland Fisheries Ireland, the 
ESB, and Tipperary County Council.  It is hoped to have the scheme works substantially com-
pleted by the end of 2019.

Arising from the Government decision of Tuesday, 12 February 2019, in relation to capital 
reallocations related to the cost overrun on the National Children’s hospital, the Office of Pub-
lic Works is reviewing the most appropriate means of achieving the required capital savings of 
€3 million in the flood risk management area.  Expenditure on any particular project or pro-
gramme in any year is dependent on many variables related to the progress of the project and 
programme.  The OPW can state that all capital projects committed to will be delivered.

19/02/2019WRF05900National Lottery Funding Disbursement

19/02/2019WRF06000176. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there is an annual report detailing the distribution of moneys from the national lottery fund; the 
way in which these funds are apportioned; if he is satisfied that there are clear guidelines within 
each Department for the processing of grant applications from the fund from county groups and 
others; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8210/19]

19/02/2019WRF06100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accor-
dance the National Lottery Act 2013, the following sectoral areas are funded under the Good 
Cause provision of the Act:

a) sport and recreation;

b) national culture and heritage (including the Irish language);

c) health of the community;

d) youth, welfare and amenities;

f) natural environment;

The Act also provides that the proceeds may be applied to such other purposes, if any, as 
the Government may determine from time to time.  Funding is provided by the Oireachtas, in 
accordance with the Act, through expenditure subheads which form part of Departmental Pro-
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grammes.

For well over a decade, the total allocation for these subheads has exceeded the amount 
available from the National Lottery.  These subheads are described as being part-funded by the 
National Lottery and the balance of the expenditure allocation for the subheads comes from 
normal Exchequer sources.

All expenditure under these sub-heads, including that funded by the Lottery, counts towards 
the Government’s expenditure ceiling in the year in question.  As such, decisions on funding of 
Good Causes are taken as part of the normal Budgetary process in line with Government deci-
sions on overall expenditure and Departmental priorities.

Each Department and Office that receives moneys from the National Lottery fund will sub-
sequently receive grant applications from the members of the public and groups, and each or-
ganisation is responsible for processing applications, distribution of funding and reporting on 
same.

Each Department and Office is also subject to audit from the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral, who provide independent assurance that public funds and resources are used in accordance 
with the law, managed to good effect and properly accounted for.  All Departments and Offices 
must also comply with the DPER Circular 13/2014 - Management of and Accountability for 
Grants from Exchequer Funds in regard to the payment of grants.

A breakdown by Department of all the expenditure areas that are supported through National 
Lottery proceeds is set out in Appendix 1 of the Annual Revised Estimates for Public Services.

19/02/2019WRG00200Departmental Budgets

19/02/2019WRG00300177. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the budget of Departments will face cuts due to the spending overrun in the national chil-
dren’s hospital; if so, the areas the adjustments to the budget will take place; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8348/19]

19/02/2019WRG00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Govern-
ment colleagues and I have examined all projects and programmes across government in order 
to meet the funding pressures accruing on the National Children’s Hospital project.  This has 
allowed us to reschedule €75 million from projects such as in the case of the A5 Motorway 
in Northern Ireland, which is paused due to external issues; and to re-profile the delivery of 
some of projects within the multi-year capital envelopes.  The Department of Health will also 
re-profile €24 million in capital funding across both 2019 and 2020 to facilitate multi-annual 
management of projects and works within the capital envelopes and to ensure the timely deliv-
ery of the National Children’s Hospital project.  A full list of the adjustments is set out below;

- re-scheduling of €27m arising in relation to the A5 Motorway in Northern Ireland;

- re-scheduling of €10m arising in relation to the National Forensic Science Laboratory;

- advance payment of a sum of €10m from the Department of Education and Skills in re-
spect of higher education facilities at the National Children’s Hospital;

- an updating of the scheduled draw-down of €16m from the two Project Ireland 2040 Re-
generation Funds, which are being profiled for expenditure throughout the course of both 2019 
and 2020 without delays in project planning, design and delivery;
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- re-profiling of payments of €4m under certain programmes of investment in Communica-
tions, Climate Action & Environment;

- €3m from the re-profiling of investment under the Flood Risk Management Programme 
of the Office of Public Works to allow for capacity to be built up over the course of the NDP 
period;

- revision of the schedule of drawdown of funding in the PER and Finance Groups of Votes 
totalling €3m; and

- €2m through changes to the timing of payments relating to certain capital works by the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, with full project delivery scheduled across 
both 2019 and 2020.

The Government has approved the proposals in this regard, which I announced on the 12th 
February.  The overall intention is to proceed with our very ambitious agenda of strategic infra-
structure investment throughout the course of 2019 and subsequent years, with the minimum of 
disruption to the rollout and delivery of key projects. 

19/02/2019WRG00500Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

19/02/2019WRG00600178. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position in relation to pension claims by community employment scheme supervisors; the num-
ber of times the community employment departmental forum has met since January 2018; if 
his attention has been drawn to the Dáil Éireann motion of April 2018 supporting the claims 
of community employment scheme supervisors; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[7662/19]

19/02/2019WRG00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Deputies 
will be aware this issue relates to a claim by community employment supervisors and assis-
tant supervisors who have been seeking, through their union representatives, the allocation of 
Exchequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provi-
sion of a pension scheme.

The matter was the subject of discussion at the Community Sector High Level Forum which 
was reconvened to examine certain issues pertaining to the Community Employment sector and 
in particular to ensure that the matter was fully examined having regard to costs and precedent.  

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out by my Department in 2017 in order to compre-
hensively examine and assess the full potential implications of the issues under consideration.

The scoping exercise clearly illustrated that this matter presents very significant issues for 
the Exchequer, with a potential cost to the State of between €188 million per annum and €347m 
depending on the size of the sector which is difficult to ascertain, in respect of funding to enable 
an employer pension contribution in State funded Community and Voluntary organisations.  
This excludes any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension as sought, 
which could, depending on the size of the sector, entail a further Exchequer cost of up to €318 
million.

It continues to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of the particular 
employees concerned and that it is not for the State to provide funding for such pension scheme 
provision. The employees in question are, or were, employees of private companies notwith-
standing the fact that the companies concerned are, or were, in receipt of State funding.
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The last meeting of the Community Sector High Level Forum was in December 2017 .

19/02/2019WRG00800Departmental Meetings

19/02/2019WRG00900179. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
meetings attended by designated public officials which have taken place between his Depart-
ment and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment regarding the 
cost of the national broadband plan since January 2016.  [7712/19]

19/02/2019WRG01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have taken 
the Deputy’s question as referring to designated public officials as defined under the Regulation 
of Lobbying Act, 2015 – in other words, to include both myself as well as designated public 
officials within my Department. 

As the Deputy would expect, the National Broadband Plan (NBP) has been the subject of 
ongoing engagement with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment, and with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, in the 
period since January 2016. This engagement has naturally included discussions of the evolving 
estimate of the subsidy required for the State intervention area of the NBP. 

Over this time, designated public officials of our two Departments have had numerous 
meetings, both formal and informal, at which the cost of the National Broadband Plan would 
have been discussed, including, but not limited to, bilateral meetings on the Plan itself, bilat-
eral meetings on other subjects such as annual Estimates negotiations, where the NBP would 
have been discussed, and meetings as part of wider inter-Departmental group meetings or on 
the margins of such meetings, at which the NBP may have been discussed either on a formal or 
informal basis.

This formal and informal engagement has taken place both at official level between desig-
nated public officials of my Department and their counterparts in the Department of Communi-
cations, Climate Action and Environment, and also at Ministerial level between my colleague 
Minister Bruton and me. This has of course also included past engagement with his predecessor, 
former Minister Denis Naughten. 

19/02/2019WRG01100Decentralisation Programme

19/02/2019WRG01200180. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he is 
considering further decentralisation of Departments in view of the housing crisis; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7778/19]

19/02/2019WRG01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the Decentralisation Programme announced in December 2003 involved the 
potential relocation of over 10,000 civil and public service jobs to 53 locations in 25 counties. 

It was a Government decision in 2011 that the Decentralisation Programme be cancelled in 
light of the budgetary and staffing outlook at that time. Up to that date, about a third of the target 
numbers, over 3,400 posts were decentralised. The proportion of civil servants working outside 
Dublin is now in the region of just over 50%. 

There are currently no further plans at the present time to introduce a further programme of 
decentralisation.
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19/02/2019WRG01400State Pensions

19/02/2019WRG01500181. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if in-
formation (details supplied) on the professional added years schemes will be provided; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7784/19]

19/02/2019WRG01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Professional 
added year’s schemes, in both the Civil Service and State-Sponsored Bodies, apply to pension-
able employees appointed to a professional, technical or specialist post where the essential 
requirements specified in the competition (e.g. qualifications/experience/minimum entry age) 
result in all candidates from the competition being over the age of 25 on appointment.

1.   Professional added years schemes which operate in the Civil Service 

Relevant dates   Relevant scheme for assess-
ment of award

Circular   

Retired before 1 January 
1993 

- Old Scheme Circular 11 of 1985: Ad 
hoc arbitration finding on a 
claim for the award of added 
years to certain civil service 
grades

Serving at any time between 
1 January 1993 and 31 
March 1997

Staff have a choice between: 
-  Revised Old Scheme - 
New Scheme

Circular 12 of 1997: Revised 
schemes for the award of 
professional, technical and   
specialist added years to 
certain civil servants

Appointed on or after 1 
April 1997   

- New Scheme Circular 12 of 1997: Revised 
schemes for the award of 
professional, technical and 
specialist added years   to 
certain civil servants

Appointed as a new entrant 
by competition advertised on 
or after 1 April 2005

- New Entrant Scheme Circular 8 of 2005: Public 
Service Pension Reform: 
New Scheme for the award 
of   professional, technical 
and specialist added years 
to certain entrant staff of the 
Civil and Public Service

Appointed as a Single 
Scheme member on or after 
1 January 2013

- N/A* - N/A

* Please note members of the Single Public Service Pension Scheme are not entitled to pro-
fessional added years. 

1.   Professional added years schemes which operate in State- Sponsored Bodies 
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   Relevant dates      Relevant scheme for as-
sessment of award

   Circular / Letter to Depts.    

Serving on 1 July   1987 -  Original   scheme Letter to Departments 9 
May 1988: Scheme for the 
grant of “professional added 
years” for superannuation 
purposes to staff of   State-
Sponsored bodies   

Serving at any   time be-
tween 1 April 1997 and 31 
December 2004.    

Staff have a choice be-
tween:- Original scheme- 
Revised scheme

Letter to Departments 19 
November 2004: Revised 
scheme for the award of 
professional, technical and 
specialist added years to cer-
tain staff of State-Sponsored 
Bodies   

Appointed as a new entrant 
by competition advertised on 
or after 1 April 2005

- New Entrant Scheme Circular 8 of 2005: Public 
Service Pension Reform: 
New Scheme for the award 
of   professional, technical 
and specialist added years 
to certain entrant staff of the 
Civil and Public Service

Appointed as a Single 
Scheme member on or after 
1 January 2013

- N/A* N/A

 *Please note members of the Single Public Service Pension Scheme are not entitled to pro-
fessional added years.

19/02/2019WRG01700Nursing Staff Remuneration

19/02/2019WRG01800182. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
estimated cost in 2019 and 2020 of implementing in full the Labour Court recommendations of 
February 2019 on resolving the industrial dispute with nurses; the estimated annual recurring 
cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7909/19]

19/02/2019WRG01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The indica-
tive estimates of the net additional costs associated with Labour Court Recommendation LCR 
21900 are as follows:

 2019: €10m - €15m

 2020: €30m - €35m

These estimates include the cost of the potential movement of staff to the new Enhanced 
Nursing Practice salary scale and other elements of the Recommendation such as the extension 
of the location/qualification allowance to medical and surgical areas, offset by Agency Savings 
and the re-configuration of the new entrant deal.

 These estimates are necessarily high level and indicative reflecting the fact that further 
detailed work and negotiation is to take place over the coming weeks as provided for under the 
Labour Court Recommendation in relation to a new nursing contract.
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19/02/2019WRG02000Lansdowne Road Agreement

19/02/2019WRG02100183. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
cost of bringing forward to early 2016 the payment of the pay increase that was due to certain 
public servants in September 2016 under the Lansdowne Road agreement; the date the payment 
was made; the number of public servants that benefited from same; the overall cost; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [7911/19]

19/02/2019WRG02200184. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the cost arising from the ceasing of the Lansdowne Road agreement early and incorporating it 
into the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7912/19]

19/02/2019WRG02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 183 and 184 together.

It is assumed that the Deputy is referring to the €1,000 increase in 2017 applicable to public 
servants on annualised basic salaries up to €65,000 under the Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest Act 2015. This increase which, under FEMPI 2015, was to take effect from 
1 September 2017, was advanced to 1 April 2017 for qualifying public servants:

- those on annualised salaries up to €65,000;

- who are parties to the Lansdowne Road Agreement; and

- who do not stand to benefit from the Labour Court recommendations (CD/16/321 & 
CD/16/322) issued in respect of the Garda Associations.

The number  who qualified for payment  was estimated at 256,000 Whole Time Equivalent 
(WTE) public servants and the additional cost arising in 2017 was approximately €120 million. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Lansdowne Road Agreement (LRA) covered the period 
2016-2018. Therefore the first year of the Public Service Pay Agreement 2018-2020 (PSSA) 
and the last year of the LRA ran concurrently during 2018. The cost of PSSA in 2018 was esti-
mated at €178 million.

19/02/2019WRG02500Flood Prevention Measures

19/02/2019WRG02600185. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if funding will be allocated to dredge a river (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7935/19]

19/02/2019WRG02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised 
that local flooding issues are a matter in the first instance, for each local Authority to investigate 
and address, and local authorities may carry out flood mitigation works using their own re-
sources. The OPW operates the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme 
to provide funding to local Authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies to 
address localised flooding and coastal protection problems within their administrative areas.  
The scheme generally applies to relatively straightforward cases where a solution can be readily 
identified and achieved in a short time frame and which meets the criteria of the scheme.

 It is open to Kerry County Council to bring forward a proposal under the Minor Works 
scheme for viable flood mitigation measures at this location, which meet the scheme criteria.  
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No such application has been submitted under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal 
Protection Scheme for this location.  

19/02/2019WRG02800Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRG02900186. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of State contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 2011 
to date in his Department, or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the reason the lowest 
tender or bid was not chosen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7961/19]

19/02/2019WRG03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that procurement by my Department is governed by EU Directives on pro-
curement and follows the Office of Government Procurement ‘Public Procurement Guidelines 
for Goods and Services’.  My Department does not undertake procurement processes for public 
works contracts.  The Office of Public Works will respond directly to the Deputy in respect of 
their contracts.  

 I understand that the Deputy’s office has clarified that the information in question is being 
sought only in respect of contracts valued over €500,000.  As the question covers an 8 year 
period and includes both the Department itself and the bodies under its aegis, this information 
is currently being compiled.  Therefore, I propose under Standing Order 42A to provide the 
relevant information directly to the Deputy within a period of 10 days.  

19/02/2019WRG03100National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRG03200187. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he was 
informed prior to November 2018 of the latest cost overruns at the national children’s hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7351/19]

19/02/2019WRG03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The first full 
assessment of the cost overrun and the reasons for it was received by my Department in the 
form of a report from the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board submitted by the 
Department of Health on the 19 November.  My Department reviewed the report and met with 
the Department of Health to discuss it on the 23 November and made a formal submission to 
me on 26 November. 

19/02/2019WRG03400Appointments to State Boards

19/02/2019WRG03500188. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the corporate and fiduciary responsibilities of civil servants appointed to State boards; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8058/19]

19/02/2019WRG03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): All directors 
appointed to State corporate bodies or to State companies have a range of specific legal respon-
sibilities, in terms of common law, statutory and fiduciary duties to the State body or company; 
and this applies equally to nominee directors such as civil servants who sit on State boards.  

It should be noted that State bodies may be established as statutory bodies under their own 
bespoke establishing legislation and others may be established as companies incorporated un-
der the provisions of the Companies Act 2014.  
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The Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies, 2016 sets out the key common 
law, statutory and fiduciary duties all for Board members.   All board members owe these duties 
to the State body in the first instance.  So for example, the fiduciary duty to act in good faith in 
the best interests of the State body is owed to the State body in the first instance.

It should also be noted that, in addition to the provisions of the Code, in the case of state 
bodies established as companies under the Companies Act, the responsibilities of Directors are 
also set out in the Companies Act.

Civil servants nominated and appointed to the board of state bodies can have regard to the 
Minister’s interests when serving on a board. However, individual decisions are still taken in 
accordance with the full set of evidence before the board and on the basis of what the board 
member considers to be the interests of the company.

Circular 12/2010:  Protocol for Civil Servants nominated to the boards of non-commercial 
State bodies   provides for a process for the civil service board member to report to the relevant 
Minister.  The purpose of the circular is to describe the reporting obligations of the nominee 
civil servant director in the extreme situation where the chairperson of the board does not re-
port serious issues of concern to the Minister.  For example, the circular states that information 
should be presented to the Minister where there are serious weaknesses in controls that have not 
been addressed, or where there is a significant strategic or reputational risk to the body that is 
not being addressed, or where there are serious concerns about possible illegality or fraud.  The 
operation of the circular is subject to the legal common law, fiduciary and statutory responsibili-
ties of the nominee civil servant director to the State body.

19/02/2019WRG03700Tender Process

19/02/2019WRG03800189. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will consider submitting all future major public project tendering to pre-examination by a repu-
table international independent cost accountant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8130/19]

19/02/2019WRG03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of the 
ongoing reform of Ireland’s capital management systems, the Office of Government Procure-
ment is conducting a review of construction procurement strategy and the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform is reviewing the Public Spending Code. The purpose of these reviews 
is to strengthen the existing guidance to better align with the realities of project delivery and 
with a particular focus on improved financial appraisal, cost estimation and management.  My 
officials will conduct an examination of international best practice and consider all potential 
approaches as part of the reviews. 

19/02/2019WRG04000Flood Relief Schemes

19/02/2019WRG04100190. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if de-
lays to affect the introduction of a flood relief scheme in Enniscorthy, County Wexford are 
anticipated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8157/19]

19/02/2019WRG04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The River 
Slaney (Enniscorthy) Flood Relief Scheme is at an advanced stage of planning and design, and 
it is hoped to proceed to formal Exhibition as required under the Arterial Drainage Acts (ADA) 
in March/April this year. Following this, if the scheme proposals are generally well received, 
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the design will be finalised and all required documentation will be submitted to the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform, requesting formal Confirmation of the scheme under the ADA. 
It is hoped therefore that the tender process for contractors to construct the scheme will begin 
in mid 2019 with construction commencing in late 2019/early 2020.

19/02/2019WRG04300Flood Relief Schemes Funding

19/02/2019WRG04400191. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if fund-
ing has been ring-fenced for the flood prevention scheme in Glanmire, County Cork and will 
not be affected in view of the reallocation of funds from his Department for the national chil-
dren’s hospital; if the timeframe for agreed works will be honoured with no delay resulting due 
to the reallocation of funds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8175/19]

19/02/2019WRG04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Arising from 
the Government decision of Tuesday 12th February 2019 in relation to capita l reallocations 
related to the cost overrun on the National Childrens hospital, the Office of Public Works is 
reviewing the most appropriate means of achieving the required capital savings of €3 million 
in the flood risk management area. Expenditure on any particular project or programme in any 
year is dependent on many variables related to the progress of the project and programme. The 
OPW can state that all capital projects committed to will be delivered.

19/02/2019WRG04600Public Expenditure Data

19/02/2019WRG04700192. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 206 of 12 February 2019, the reason the information cannot be col-
lated in response to a parliamentary question; and if a response to the question will be provided.  
[8278/19]

19/02/2019WRG04800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My response 
to PQ No. 206/19 set out that the details sought by the Deputy are not available centrally.  The 
management of individual contracts is a matter for the relevant contracting authorities and my 
Department does not have a central coordination role in relation to contracts entered into by all 
state authorities. 

19/02/2019WRG04900School Playgrounds

19/02/2019WRG05000193. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the options 
available to national schools to improve playground facilities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7679/19]

19/02/2019WRG05100194. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
available to assist national schools with the development of playground facilities; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7689/19]

19/02/2019WRG05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 193 and 194 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) is designed to allow 
schools, on a devolved funding basis, to carry out necessary improvement and refurbishment 
works that will upgrade existing school facilities including play areas.
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It is open to school authorities to apply under the next Summer Works Scheme which will 
open for applications in 2019 for projects to be delivered from summer 2020.

19/02/2019WRG05400Teachers’ Remuneration

19/02/2019WRG05500195. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of substitute teachers at primary level that have been affected by the issue arising from the new 
modernised PAYE system being implemented from 1 January 2019 which has caused teachers 
to be underpaid. [7658/19]

19/02/2019WRG05600196. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of substitute teachers at post-primary level that have been affected by the issue arising from 
the new modernised PAYE system being implemented from 1 January 2019 which has caused 
teachers to be underpaid. [7659/19]

19/02/2019WRG05700197. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the immedi-
ate measures being taken to rectify the problem arising from the new modernised PAYE system 
which is causing substitute teachers to be underpaid; and the date by which those affected will 
be paid all amounts overdue to them. [7660/19]

19/02/2019WRG05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 195 to 197, inclusive, together.

The new PAYE system developed by Revenue was deployed for the first time from the 1st 
January 2019.  My Department pays 120,000 staff on a fortnightly basis.  Between 5,000 and 
9,000 substitute staff who cover absences for teaching and non-teaching staff could be paid 
each fortnight for the full period or a number of days per fortnight.

A cessation date was included in the return sent to Revenue on the 3rd and 17th January for 
post primary substitute teachers and on 10th  January for primary and non-teaching staff.  The 
new Revenue ’system updated the employees’ records immediately and assigned zero credits 
to them.

The issue that caused the main problem has been resolved and any substitute staff being paid 
for the first time in 2019 on payrolls since the 17th January in the case of post primary and from 
10th January for primary and non-teaching staff, are not affected.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that a solution was applied for some staff in the post pri-
mary teacher payroll that issued last Thursday (14th February).  In that regard, a total of 2,450 
new Revenue Payroll Notifications were loaded to the post primary teachers’ payroll of 14th 
February.  The payroll generated  generated refunds for 69 substitute teachers.  Further RPNs 
for post primary teachers will be processed in the payroll of 28th February and refunds of tax 
will issue where due.

Revenue has forwarded 4,728 RPNs to be applied to the primary teacher and non-teaching 
staff payrolls for payment on the 21st February.   It is expected that 533 refunds will be issued 
to primary substitute staff and 177 refunds to substitute non teaching staff on the 21st February.

My Department is endeavouring to ensure that every payee has the correct Revenue Payroll 
Notifications (RPNs) applied to them. 

Where a substitute teacher/non-teaching staff member has more than one employer, the 
Revenue Commissioners will issue RPNs based on the information available to them.  Em-
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ployees may have more than one source of taxable income and may assign credits to more than 
one employment.  Tax credits and taxable basis are decided by Revenue and notified to the 
employer to apply to payrolls.  Any refunds of tax to staff are based on the information supplied 
by Revenue.

19/02/2019WRG06100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

19/02/2019WRG06200198. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide a special needs unit at a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7667/19]

19/02/2019WRG06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to confirm to the Dep-
uty that a decision to sanction a Special Needs Base in a specific school is a matter for the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE). Schools may apply to the NCSE to open a 
Special Needs Base where a need has been identified in their area. The local Special Education 
Needs Organiser (SENO), in looking to open Special Needs Bases, must take into account the 
present and future potential need for such bases, taking particular account of the educational 
needs of the children concerned.

If a requirement for a Special Needs Base is identified by the NCSE for the school referred 
to by the Deputy, the school may apply for the provision of a Special Education Needs Base un-
der my Department’s Additional School Accommodation (ASA) Scheme @ www.education.ie.

19/02/2019WRH00200Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRH00300199. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of build-
ing plans for a school (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the condition of the 
school building; if the matter will be expedited in view of the circumstances; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7680/19]

19/02/2019WRH00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The building project referred 
to by the Deputy is for an extension (on the existing site) to accommodate a 12 classroom 
school with 1 Special Class and appropriate ancillary accommodation.  

The project is included in my Department’s 6 year Construction Programme and will be 
delivered via the ADAPT programme.  The ADAPT programme uses a professional external 
Project Manager to coordinate and drive the respective design teams on each project. 

In this regard, a tender competition is in train to establish a Project Manager framework 
which is expected to be in place in March. Tenders have been returned and are currently being 
evaluated.

Whilst the Department must adhere to the Public Procurement rules for the appointment of 
consultant Design Teams the Building Unit will expedite this process in so far as possible. 

All schools with projects on the ADAPT programme will be contacted shortly by my De-
partment to provide an update on the status of their respective project.

19/02/2019WRH00500After-School Support Services
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19/02/2019WRH00600200. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
the procedures in place to allow for an existing lease held by his Department to be changed 
on a vacant school building to facilitate the provision of suitable space to provide after-school 
childcare service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7697/19]

19/02/2019WRH00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The property referred to by the 
Deputy is not in my ownership. In common with other buildings of its kind, there is a charging 
lease in place on the property, in this case dated 1947 for 99 years to protect the state’s invest-
ment in the property. 

In circumstances where a property has ceased to be used as a school, and a request is re-
ceived from the property owner to release the State’s interest secured under a charging lease, 
such requests are considered in the context of the specific circumstances which pertain to the 
individual property. 

My Department has considered a request from the property owner. The Chief State So-
licitor’s Office has been instructed in the matter and is in ongoing contact with the property 
owner’s legal representatives.

19/02/2019WRH00800Teacher Redeployment

19/02/2019WRH00900201. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied) regarding teacher redeployment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7703/19]

19/02/2019WRH01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Teacher allocations to all sec-
ond level schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance with established 
rules based on recognised pupil enrolment. 

The deployment of teaching staff in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately 
the quality of teaching and learning are in the first instance a matter for the school management 
authorities. 

The core function of the redeployment arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of all 
surplus permanent/CID holding teachers to other schools that have vacancies. The redeploy-
ment of all surplus permanent/CID holding teachers is key to the Department’s ability to man-
age within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers.

Thereafter the recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for 
the individual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Educa-
tion Act 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012).The voluntary redeploy-
ment scheme for the 2019/20 school year allows teachers employed in schools in Counties 
Wexford, Waterford, Carlow, Kilkenny, Galway and Roscommon to volunteer for a transfer to 
other areas if such a transfer would free up a vacancy that would facilitate the redeployment of 
a surplus permanent teacher in that area. 

The criteria used for the allocation of teachers to post-primary schools for the 2019/20 
school year, including the redeployment arrangements, are available on the Department’s web-
site.

19/02/2019WRH01100Schools Building Projects Status
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19/02/2019WRH01200202. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a project (de-
tails supplied) will proceed to the next stage in view of the need to upgrade existing accom-
modation and provide additional permanent accommodation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7728/19]

19/02/2019WRH01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2b – Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents. All statutory approvals have 
been obtained.

The Design Team is currently completing work to ensure the new school building will be a 
“Near Zero Energy Building” (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the 
current Building Regulations.

Upon completion of this work the Department will be in contact with the Board of Manage-
ment regarding the further progression of the project.

19/02/2019WRH01400Schools Building Projects

19/02/2019WRH01500203. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the escalating problem of the lack of school places for children in an area (details 
supplied) in County Dublin; if a new school will open by 2020 as promised; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7739/19]

19/02/2019WRH01600219. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to address 
an educational crisis in view of the increasing number of children in an area (details supplied) 
that are not able to access the local primary school due to increased housing construction in the 
area; the timeframe in which this issue will be addressed; if his attention has been drawn to the 
urgency of the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7898/19]

19/02/2019WRH01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 203 and 219 together.

In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Depart-
ment divides the country into 314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information 
System, using data from a range of sources, to identify where the pressure for school places 
across the country will arise. With this information, my Department carries out nationwide de-
mographic exercises to determine where additional school accommodation is needed at primary 
and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).

 Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:
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- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, in April 2018, the Government announced plans for the estab-
lishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022) including:

- a new 8 classroom primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Newcastle_Rath-
coole/Saggart school planning area; and

- a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to be established in 2020 to serve the Tallaght and 
Newcastle_Rathcoole school planning areas as a regional solution.

This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

It is intended to deliver the two new schools as part of my Department’s Design and Build 
programme in purpose-built accommodation on a shared site at Fortunestown Lane which is in 
the ownership of Dublin and Dun Laoghaire ETB.

The Capital Programme provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if re-
quired, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. My Department has approved 3 temporary classrooms for 
Scoil Chronain NS Rathcoole to cater for immediate needs and these rooms are initially being 
provided for in Rathcoole Community Centre pending the arrival of 3 temporary classrooms at 
the school.

My Department is currently in the process of acquiring additional land owned by South 
Dublin County Council adjoining the site of this school and the additional land offers the poten-
tial to enhance current facilities and support future development.  There is ongoing engagement 
with officials from South Dublin County Council on this matter.

The Educational Welfare Services of the Child & Family Agency (EWS) can assist parents 
who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for their child. The EWS contact 
details are as follows: the Educational Welfare Services of the Child & Family Agency, Ground 
Floor, Brunel Building, Heuston South Quarter, Dublin 8 or by telephone at 01 7718815.

19/02/2019WRH01800Summer Works Scheme Applications

19/02/2019WRH01900204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when fund-
ing will be granted to a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7758/19]

19/02/2019WRH02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of an application under Category 10 of the Summer Works 
Schemes (SWS) from the school in question regarding a boundary fence.

Under the 2016-2017 Summer Works Scheme, almost €117 million has been approved to 
date in respect of over 940 school projects in categories 1-9. Details of successful school ap-
plicants are published on my Department’s website www.education.ie
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With regard to the remaining applications under Category 10, which relate to external works 
such as fencing, upgrading and resurfacing of playgrounds and car parking, these applications 
require more detailed analysis. It is intended to undertake this analysis over the coming months 
with a view to enabling approved applications to proceed in 2020.

19/02/2019WRH02100Schools Designation

19/02/2019WRH02200205. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the co-
education status will be determined for a school (details supplied); if it will provide for 2019 
enrolment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7783/19]

19/02/2019WRH02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has recently liaised with the school Patron, of the school in question, re-
garding an application to change the status of the school to co-educational.

My Department will continue with this engagement as part of the assessment process.  A 
decision is expected to be conveyed to the school authority shortly.

19/02/2019WRH02400Departmental Circulars

19/02/2019WRH02500206. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of circulars 
to educational institutions relating to workplace relations specifically disciplinary proceedings 
and access to sick leave; if circulars on such issues are binding regulations or suggested guide-
lines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7802/19]

19/02/2019WRH02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The position is that my Depart-
ment issued over 80 Circulars in 2018, the status of which depends on the individual Circular.

In relation to the disciplinary procedures, Circular 0048/2018 sets out the disciplinary pro-
cedures for teachers and Principals employed by Education and Training Boards (ETBs) . The 
procedures were negotiated and agreed with the education partners in accordance with the Edu-
cation Act and the ‘Towards 2016’ national pay agreement. 

Where an ETB is dealing with performance or conduct issues in respect of a teacher, the 
use of Circular 0048/2018 is mandatory. The procedures set out in Circular 0048/2018 may be 
commenced or ceased at different stages by the employer depending on the circumstances of 
the individual case concerned. 

The provisions relating to access to Sick Leave are governed by The Public Service Man-
agement (Sick Leave) Regulations 2014 and the Sick Leave Schemes as currently detailed in 
my Department publications.

19/02/2019WRH02700Teachers’ Remuneration

19/02/2019WRH02800207. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his at-
tention has been drawn to the pay issues affecting substitute teachers since the introduction of 
PAYE modernisation on 1 January 2019; when these issues will be resolved in order that sub-
stitute teachers will not be taxed at the emergency tax rate; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7813/19]
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19/02/2019WRH02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Revenue Commissioners 
introduced real time PAYE (PAYE modernisation) which went live on the 1st January 2019.  
This was the biggest change to the PAYE system since the 1960s.  

 From 1 January 2019 employers are required to report their employees’ pay and statutory 
deductions to Revenue for each payroll issue.

 The salary issue relates to the taxation of the substitute staff who were paid in the first pay-
roll of 2019 and in the case of post primary substitute teachers in the second payroll. 

 In these payrolls , in which the new system was applied for the first time the payroll files 
that transferred to Revenue included an end date for substitute staff. This  informed Revenue 
that these staff would not be paid under this employer number in the future.  

This notification caused Revenue to immediately reduce the tax credits and cut off points 
to zero for this cohort of staff which meant that when they were next paid, there were no tax 
credits available to be applied to the salary.

This has meant that some substitute staff paid on the payrolls of the 3rd, 10th and 17th   
January and who have continued to be employed since have been assigned week 1 / cumulative 
zero credits or emergency tax.

The payroll software has been amended to prevent an end date transferring to Revenue for 
future payments which means substitute staff  paid  on payrolls after the 17th   January do not 
have problems with tax credits.  

However this software amendment did not correct the issues that arose for the staff who 
were paid already.

My Department has been working closely with Revenue to implement a solution to this 
problem.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that a solution was applied for some staff in the post pri-
mary teacher payroll that issued 14th February.  In that regard, a total of 2,450 new Revenue 
Payroll Notifications were loaded to the post primary teachers’ payroll of 14th February.  The 
payroll generated refunds for 69 substitute teachers.  Further RPNs for post primary teachers 
will be processed in the payroll of 28th   February and refunds of tax will issue where due.  The 
exact number will not be known until the payroll is fully processed.

Revenue has forwarded 4,728 RPNs to be applied to the primary teacher and non-teaching 
staff payrolls for payment on the 21st   February.  It is expected that 533 refunds will be issued 
to primary substitute staff and 177 refunds to substitute non teaching staff on the 21st February.

My Department will continue to assign RPNs notified by Revenue to teaching and non-
teaching staff on an ongoing basis and is endeavouring to ensure that every payee has the cor-
rect RPNs) applied to them.

19/02/2019WRH03000Departmental Budgets

19/02/2019WRH03100208. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the projects which 
have been delayed as a result of cost overruns at the national children’s hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7790/19]

19/02/2019WRH03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): No Education projects will be 
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delayed as a result of the Department’s contribution to the National Children’s Hospital.    The 
Department of Education and Skills has agreed to pay, in 2019, €10m of an existing €17m com-
mitment to higher education facilities in the National Children’s Hospital.  This funding will 
come from within the existing overall amount allocated to the higher education capital subhead.  
The higher education facilities at the hospital will facilitate specialist education and training in 
paediatric medicine, nursing and other healthcare professions.

19/02/2019WRH03300Apprenticeship Programmes

19/02/2019WRH03400209. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Solas is providing 
an apprenticeship for motorcycle mechanics; if not, if he will request SOLAS to bring forward 
proposals to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7823/19]

19/02/2019WRH03500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The Apprenticeship Council was established in 2014 to oversee the expansion of apprenticeship 
system in Ireland into new sectors of the economy. To date, twenty new consortia-led appren-
ticeship programmes have been developed in a variety of sectors ranging from financial servic-
es and ICT to hospitality and biopharma. Further new apprenticeships are due to get underway 
in 2019 in various sectors including construction, engineering, horticulture and agriculture.

Since its establishment the Council has had two open calls for proposals, one in 2015 and 
the most recent one in 2017. During these calls, proposals to develop new apprenticeships were 
submitted by consortia, made up of industry experts and education and training providers, who 
have identified skill areas where the apprenticeship model best serves their education and train-
ing needs. 

To date, there has been no such proposal brought forward for a motorcycle mechanic ap-
prenticeship.

19/02/2019WRH03600Teacher Training Provision

19/02/2019WRH03700210. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
reinstate the funding of trainee teachers travel and living costs associated with a mandatory 
requirement to spend a number of weeks in An Gaeltacht as part of their training; if he has 
considered setting up a full or part granting scheme for same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7825/19]

19/02/2019WRH03800211. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to reintro-
duce a subsidy (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7826/19]

19/02/2019WRH03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 210 and 211 together.

There is no provision currently in my Department’s budget for the Gaeltacht placement 
grant or an element thereof in 2019. 

 However, to assist with the costs of the Gaeltacht placement, students who are in receipt 
of a student grant which includes a 100% fee grant, or who would have qualified for a full fee 
grant but for the Free Fees Scheme, can apply for funding towards travel and accommodation 
costs under the field trip element of a fee grant, subject to the normal terms and conditions of the 
student grant scheme.  Apart from this, in circumstances of particular need, students may apply 
for support under the Student Assistance Fund. Information in relation to this fund is available 
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through the Access Officer in the third level institution attended.

19/02/2019WRH04100Schools Building Projects Administration

19/02/2019WRH04200212. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an assessment 
of the shortage of places in secondary schools (details supplied) will be provided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7827/19]

19/02/2019WRH04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, the Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, the Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following.

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government announced for the establishment of 42 new 
schools over the next for years (2019-2022). This announcement follows nationwide demo-
graphic exercises carried out by the Department into the future need for primary and post-
primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times 
for the planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accommo-
dation in other areas in the future. While the announcement did not include the Ennis or Scariff 
school planning areas, the requirement for new schools or additional places will be kept under 
on-going review.

19/02/2019WRH04400Supervision and Substitution Scheme Data

19/02/2019WRH04500213. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of uncovered absences by a qualified substitute teacher in 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7832/19]

19/02/2019WRH04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Substitute teachers are em-
ployed by the managerial authorities of schools and paid salary by my Department.  

The number of substitutable days in primary schools where no substitution cover was 
claimed in the 2017/18 school year was 92,299. The number in post primary schools exclud-
ing ETBs was 25,608.  This information has been extracted from the Online Claims System 
(OLCS).  The Online Claims System (OLCS) is the system designed to enable schools to re-
cord all absences (substitutable and non-substitutable) for all Staff Members paid directly on 
the Departments payroll and to make claims for substitution. The information in relation to the 
2018/19 school year is not available.
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Some of the reasons as to why there is no substitute claim recorded by the managerial au-
thority of the school are as follows:  

Professional Teacher Development - In some cases the schools were closed as teachers at-
tended in service training for the new primary curriculum. These absences are recorded as pro-
fessional teacher development and as such is normally a substitutable absence but if the school 
is closed for the training then no substitute is employed.   

Force Majeure/Illness in Family - The first day of this leave absence is not substitutable.

Self-Certified (Uncertified) Sick Leave - This leave is no longer substitutable except in 
smaller primary schools for multiple absences on the same day.  This does not apply at post-
primary level as all self certified sick leave absences are non-substitutable.  

Job–Sharing - If a teacher is job-sharing and goes on leave for e.g. Maternity Leave, Sick 
Leave their leave is entered in one block and there will only be a substitute recorded for that 
teacher for one week out of every two as their job-sharing partner is working the other week. 

Visiting Teachers - These teachers must have their leave recorded on OLCS but due to the 
nature of their posts they may not always be replaced by a substitute.

Teachers with Regular part-time Contracts of less than 25 hour e.g. Teacher absent on ma-
ternity/sick leave etc. with a contract of 10 hours per week. The leave is entered for the total 
absence but less than 5 days per week are substitutable, leaving the other days of the week 
displaying as no substitute used. 

Principal Release – A number of these days are covered by the Primary Principals release 
supply panel. Currently there are a number of temporary teachers employed who cover these 
absences across a number of schools.  These absences are recorded but no substitute is required. 

Supervision and Substitution - Some substitutable absences in post-primary schools are 
covered by teachers whom have signed up for the Supervision and Substitution Scheme which 
means that there will not be a claim submitted for some absences.

19/02/2019WRH04700Emergency Works Scheme Applications

19/02/2019WRH04800214. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
for emergency works will be considered for a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7858/19]

19/02/2019WRH04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is currently not in receipt of any application for emergency works funding 
from this school.  The Emergency works application form and circular are both available on the 
Department’s website.

19/02/2019WRH05000School Transport Provision

19/02/2019WRH05100215. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 364 of 6 November 2018, if progress has been made on providing a 
person (details supplied) with school transport under the school transport scheme. [7860/19]

19/02/2019WRH05200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
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School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Bus Éireann has advised that they are currently finalising transport arrangements for the 
child in question and are liaising directly with the family.

19/02/2019WRH05300School Transport Provision

19/02/2019WRH05400216. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person (details 
supplied) who is entitled to free transport will continue to receive transport when they progress 
to second level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7863/19]

19/02/2019WRH05500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

In general, children with special educational needs are eligible for school transport if they 
are attending the nearest school that is resourced to meet their special educational needs.  Eli-
gibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Education, 
through its network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENO). 

A new transport application form is required when a child moves from a primary to a post 
primary school; children who are eligible for school transport travel free under the terms of the 
scheme.

In this regard, the family in question should liaise with the relevant SENO if they wish to 
apply for transport to the school referred to by the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRH05600Supervision and Substitution Scheme Data

19/02/2019WRH05700217. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
primary and secondary substitute teachers on the roster in 2018; the number of those required 
for cover in 2018; the average number of days covered in 2018 by substitute teachers by pri-
mary and secondary level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7883/19]

19/02/2019WRH05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Substitute teachers are em-
ployed by the managerial authorities of the schools.  My Department acts as Paymaster for 
contracted and substitute staff to over 4,000 schools. 

 In 2018, my Department paid 13,796 substitutes who were employed in primary schools 
and 10,346 substitutes employed in post-primary schools (excluding ETB schools). 

 In the 2017/2018 school year the average number of days claimed by substitute teachers 
in primary schools was 46. In the case of post-primary schools (excluding ETBs) the average 
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claimed was 22. This average was determined by reference to the number of substitutes em-
ployed in 2018.

19/02/2019WRH05900Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRH06000218. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a project 
to rebuild a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7890/19]

19/02/2019WRH06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school in question submitted an application for major capital funding to my Department 
to construct a new school building.

Given the need to meet demographic growth, the delivery of new schools, together with 
extension projects identified by my Department’s 6 year construction programme to meet future 
demand, will remain the focus of my Department’s budget for the coming years.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that grant approval issued to the school in early 2018 for 
the provision of a new mainstream classroom to cater for increased staffing levels. 

  Question No. 219 answered with Question No. 203.

19/02/2019WRH06300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

19/02/2019WRH06400220. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide teachers with resources and training to administer individual education planning for chil-
dren with Down’s syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7914/19]

19/02/2019WRH06500221. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to extend 
the July provision programme which provides for funding for children with Down’s syndrome 
to benefit from an extended school year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7915/19]

19/02/2019WRH06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 220 and 221 together.

Schools have a legal duty to provide an appropriate education to all students, including 
young people with special educational needs, and obviously they need to plan to ensure this 
happens.

Planning is a normal part of a teacher’s work and planning tools, like the student support 
file, have been created as a resource to help schools provide for their students.

A new model for allocating special education teachers to schools was introduced in 2017. 
Under this model, provision is made within the total allocation of special education teachers to 
schools for planning and co-ordination activities to ensure the most effective use of the special 
educational needs hours provided to schools, for children with special educational needs. 

My Department’s July Provision Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school 
year for students with severe or profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. The scheme does not 
make provision for children with other categories of Special Education Needs. 
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The National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016. 

The NCSE review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides 
day-time respite for families and a structured day for students. 

However, the NCSE review found a number of problems with the scheme as currently or-
ganised. 

These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable because it is not provided to all 
students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs, which might include some children with Down syn-
drome.

The Department of Education and Skills has convened an Implementation Group with rep-
resentatives of the NCSE, NEPS and the Inspectorate to ensure that the Report’s recommenda-
tions are fully and appropriately considered. 

There are no plans to change the July provision scheme coverage until this work is complete.

19/02/2019WRJ00300Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRJ00400222. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a schedule 
of accommodation will be provided to a school (details supplied) further to his meeting with 
the authorities of the school in October 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7919/19]

19/02/2019WRJ00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s Capital 
Programme. 

My Department is currently finalising the project brief with a view to progressing the proj-
ect into the architectural planning process. The brief is expected to be completed shortly and 
my Department will be in further contact with the patron, who has agreed to deliver the project, 
when the process has been completed.

19/02/2019WRJ00600Autism Support Services

19/02/2019WRJ00700223. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the difficulties facing parents of children with special needs in securing ap-
propriate school places in ASD special classes for their children in the Dublin 13 area; the steps 
he will take to ensure children (details supplied) will secure places in a local ASD class for the 
beginning of the September 2019 school year; his plans to increase the number of ASD special 
classes in the area; and the options available to the children if they cannot secure places in an 
ASD class in the area. [7932/19]
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19/02/2019WRJ00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s policy is to 
provide for the inclusive education of children with special educational needs, including Au-
tism (ASD), in mainstream school settings, unless such a placement would not be in the best 
interests of the child concerned, or the children with whom they will be educated. 

The greater proportion of children with Autism attend mainstream classes, but some require 
the environment of a special class or special school. This decision is based on a recommenda-
tion contained within a professional assessment and in consultation with the NCSE. 

The NCSE has a statutory function to plan and co-ordinate the provision of education and 
support services to children with special educational needs including Autism, in consultation 
with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive (HSE). This includes 
the establishment of special class and special school placements in various geographical areas 
where there is an identified need.

The enrolment of a child to a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school. 

Accordingly, the NCSE advises parents, to seek to enrol their child, by applying in writing, 
to the school/s of their choice as early as possible. Where parents have been unsuccessful in 
enrolling their child in a school, they should update their local SENO to inform the planning 
process.

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,459 
across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

There are 37 special schools and 237 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Co. 
Dublin. The number of ASD special classes in Co. Dublin have increased from 66 in 2011/2012 
to 197 in 2018/2019. Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs 
are available on www.ncse.ie. 

From time to time, the NCSE identifies local areas where additional special class provision 
is required. In those circumstances, SENOs work with the schools and families concerned to 
resolve the issues involved. 

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 will assist in addressing this issue where 
the NCSE is of the opinion that there is insufficient education provision for children with spe-
cial educational needs in an area. 

Section 8 of the Act, which commenced on the 3rd of December 2018, provides the Minis-
ter with a power, after a process of consultation with the NCSE, the board of management and 
the patron of the school, to compel a school to make additional provision for the education of 
children with special educational needs.

As the Deputy’s question relates to particular children I have arranged for the question to be 
forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

19/02/2019WRJ00900Free Education Scheme

19/02/2019WRJ01000224. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost in a full 
year if the book grant of €11 per pupil in primary schools were increased to €14 per pupil and 
from €24 to €30 per pupil in post-primary schools under the book grant scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7941/19]
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19/02/2019WRJ01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The estimated full year cost 
of increasing the book grant by €3 per pupil at primary level and €6 per pupil at post-primary 
schools is circa €3.8m.

The Department provides a book grant to all recognised primary and post primary schools 
within the Free Education Scheme in order to provide assistance for books including Book 
Rental Schemes. 

Under this scheme, the Department provided funding of €16.7 million in 2018 to all of 
these schools.  It is a matter for the Board of Management of each individual school to decide 
on its own policy in relation to the use of this funding in the school but they are expected to 
adopt a cost-conscious approach to the selection of books for use in their classes. The current 
arrangement relies on the local knowledge of the school in order to ensure a fair allocation of 
funds to those most in need.  The arrangements in relation to this scheme are set out in Circu-
lar 0046/2013 which is published on the Department’s website at http://www.education.ie/en/
Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0046_2013.pdf.

19/02/2019WRJ01200Home Tuition Scheme

19/02/2019WRJ01300225. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an appeal regard-
ing home tuition hours for persons (details supplied) will be granted. [7949/19]

19/02/2019WRJ01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The aim of the Home Tuition 
Scheme is to provide a compensatory educational service for children who, for a number of rea-
sons such as chronic illness, are unable to attend school. The scheme also provides a compen-
satory educational service for children with special educational needs seeking an educational 
placement. Provision is also made for early educational intervention for children with autism.

Home Tuition Grant allocations to siblings generally reflect the school grouping principle. 
This is where one teacher is allocated to a class of six pupils at the appropriate educational 
level, primary or post primary. Within State-funded classes, differentiated needs are accommo-
dated through a differentiated approach in teaching. 

It is expected that Home Tutors should have the capacity to develop and deliver tuition in an 
environment which includes other children. 

However, the Department recognises that it may be difficult to cater for the significant dif-
ferentiated educational needs of some siblings through a differentiated approach in tuition at 
home. 

To provide for this, my Department grants siblings over 3 years of age a combined allocation 
of 30 hours per week which includes a 50% increase on the standard home tuition allocation.

My Department understands that certain circumstances of an exceptional nature may arise 
which justify separate allocations to be made to siblings. 

Applications in this regard will require supporting documentation including professional 
reports from a psychologist detailing the existing arrangements currently in place for the re-
spective children and providing sound reasons why the needs of both children can only be met 
if they are separated and tutored individually. 

An application for separate allocations has been received from the parents of the children 
referred to by the Deputy, which is currently under consideration in my Department. 
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19/02/2019WRJ01500School Curriculum

19/02/2019WRJ01600226. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the electronic music 
equipment recognised as musical instruments in the school curriculum to be provided; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7990/19]

19/02/2019WRJ01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Regarding the recognition 
of electronic music equipment as musical instruments, while electronic instruments are refer-
enced, no electronic music equipment is specified in any syllabus documentation. 

 The primary school curriculum incorporates the subject’s visual arts, music and drama 
within the curriculum area of arts education. In the primary school music curriculum, enabling 
pupils to record compositions on electronic media is referenced in all strands of the curriculum 
from infants up to sixth class. The music curriculum for 3rd and 4th classes confirms that pupils 
should be enabled to select different kinds of sounds, including electronic instruments. For 5th 
and 6th classes the curriculum advises “creativity and uniqueness are given a means of self-
expression through the provision of opportunities to experiment and gain control of a range of 
musical materials. These include manufactured instruments and home-made percussion and 
melodic instruments as well as electronic media.”

In relation to the Junior Cycle specification 2018, there are no references to specific instru-
ments electronic or otherwise. There is no distinction made between acoustic and electronic in 
the Junior Cycle specification for Music, allowing for the inclusion and exploration of a variety 
of instruments by students.

In the Leaving Certificate syllabus no specific electronic musical instruments are named, 
but nor is there an exhaustive list of recognised acoustic instruments. Electronic musical in-
struments are referenced generally, as synthesisers, MIDI interfaces and computerised music 
systems. 

For the purposes of assessment at Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Music, students can 
perform as a soloist or as a group on any instrument or combination of instruments, and this 
can be acoustic or digital/electronic. The State Examinations Commission issue guidelines on 
this every year, to ensure that there is clarity on what is allowed and not allowed in the practical 
examination. Here is an example of their guidelines from 2018: https://www.examinations.ie/
schools/EN-1011-11962080.pdf.

19/02/2019WRJ01800School Accommodation Provision

19/02/2019WRJ01900227. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 245 of 5 February 2019, the status of the requirement for a new primary 
school and secondary school in Gorey, County Wexford; and if the project is under examination 
and can proceed during the four-year period 2019 to 2022. [8020/19]

19/02/2019WRJ02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter de-
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mand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages 
with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date data on significant new residential 
development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is 
keeping pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned 
new residential development, including additional residential developments arising from the 
Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows 
nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure.

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future.  Based on the current analysis, this need can be addressed 
through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional accommodation or 
extensions to existing schools. 

While the announcement did not include a new primary or post-primary school in the Go-
rey school planning area, the requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review 
and in particular will have regard for the increased rollout of housing provision as outlined in 
Project Ireland 2040.

It is open to an individual school to apply for accommodation under the additional accom-
modation scheme if the school does not have sufficient capacity to meet school places.

19/02/2019WRJ02100School Accommodation

19/02/2019WRJ02200228. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the lack of progress on the planning application to Dublin City Council for a 
permanent school (details supplied) at a location; the steps he is taking to address these needs; 
the timeline for the delivery of further prefabs and the permanent school building; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8053/19]

19/02/2019WRJ02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Planning permission for the 
permanent accommodation for this school was lodged in January 2019.  Tender documentation 
for the permanent build is currently being developed pending the receipt of planning permis-
sion. 

With regard to the temporary accommodation required on the schools current temporary site 
for this September, my Department expects to lodge a Planning Application with Dublin City 
Council not later than early March.
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19/02/2019WRJ02400School Management

19/02/2019WRJ02500229. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he 
is taking to ban the use of mobile phones in primary and post-primary schools; his views on 
whether boards of management are vulnerable to allegations of facilitating cyberbullying if 
there are not clear procedures in place in each school; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8117/19]

19/02/2019WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Decisions on the use of smart 
phones and other such devices in schools are taken at local level by the Board of Management 
of a school, who under the provisions of the Education Act, 1998 have responsibility for the 
direct governance of a school.  

My Department recognises the requirement to safeguard children from the negative impact 
of using digital devices but consider that it is also very important to recognise the value of 
digital technology to enhance teaching and learning for all students. In that context, schools are 
best placed to identify and put in place appropriate policies in the context of their own particular 
situation, through consultation with their local school community. 

Circular 0038/2018, which issued to all schools, early last year, requires schools to consult 
with teachers, student and parents in the development of policy around the use of smart phones 
and personal devices in school. This consultation requirement will be underpinned in law once 
the Parents and Students Charter is enacted. This bottom-up approach will ensure all parents, 
teachers and school communities are satisfied with the smart phone policy in place in their 
school. It will also mean that parents will be able to adopt a complementary approach at home 
to that which is in place in their child’s school, if they wish to do so. The intention is to promote 
a shared approach regarding the appropriate and beneficial use of digital technologies.

Parents are the primary educators of their children, and parents will prioritise their child’s 
best interests and well-being. In that context, the input of parents to developing school policies 
as articulated in the draft Education (Parent & Student Charter) Bill 2018, which notes and 
mandates that role, is a priority of this Department.

My Department has put in place a range of supports for schools, teachers, pupils and parents 
to ensure development of appropriate policies and to raise awareness around the appropriate use 
of digital technology including the publication of the circular referred to requiring consultation 
on the issue of the use of digital devices in schools. 

Under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 all schools are required to have in place a code 
of behaviour. In accordance with the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 and the guidelines issued 
by the NEWB, all schools are required to have an anti-bullying policy within the framework of 
their overall code of behaviour, to include cyber-bullying. 

Access to, ownership and usage of digital devices, and the online safety of children is a mat-
ter relevant to many Government Departments, as well as parents and wider society.

The Government’s Online Safety Hub, a single online access point www.gov.ie/besafeon-
line provides links to a wide range of online safety with specific resources and information 
for parents, teachers, children and young people from the six key Government Departments 
responsible for the implementation of the Government’s Action Plan on Online Safety.

19/02/2019WRJ02700Third Level Fees
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19/02/2019WRJ02800230. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
criterion of being ordinarily resident and not habitually resident applies to applicants to third 
level education in order to be entitled to EU fees; if he will consider revising this requirement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8123/19]

19/02/2019WRJ02900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to qualify for funding 
towards tuition fees, students must be first-time undergraduates, hold inter alia EU/EEA/Swiss 
nationality in their own right, and have been ordinarily resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss state for at 
least three of the five years preceding their entry to an approved third level course. This eligibil-
ity requirement is important in order to ensure that public funding is targeted in the first instance 
at students that have a legitimate connection with Ireland and with the Irish education system. 

Where students do not qualify for free fees funding they must pay the appropriate fee - ei-
ther EU or Non-EU, as determined by each higher education institution.  These institutions are 
autonomous bodies and the level of fee payable by students who do not meet the requirements 
of the free fees scheme is a matter for the relevant institution to determine. 

Tax relief is available on fees paid and students can apply to the Student Assistant Fund for 
financial support if needed.

There are currently no plans within my Department to amend the qualifying criteria of the 
free fees schemes.

19/02/2019WRJ03000Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRJ03100231. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a new 
school build (details supplied) will commence; the expected date of completion; the position of 
the build in the process; the steps that remain to be concluded; the interim arrangements in place 
for the September 2019-20 intake; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8161/19]

19/02/2019WRJ03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the project to which she refers has been devolved for delivery to Kildare and Wicklow Educa-
tion and Training Board (KWETB).  

The pre-qualification process for the project has recently been completed by KWETB. 
While approval has been given for KWETB to proceed to issue tender documents to the short-
listed contractors, the Design Team is currently addressing some design issues with the project. 
In that context, it is now expected that tender documents for the project will issue in the second 
quarter of 2019.  Once the tender process has been completed, construction can be expected to 
begin on site.

At this point, it is not possible to provide an exact and accurate timeline either for comple-
tion of the tender process or for completion of any later stages of the project. However, I can say 
that the project remains on schedule to be completed before September 2021. 

I can assure the Deputy that arrangements to provide a temporary accommodation solution 
will be put in place to address the increased enrolment issues pending completion of the project.

19/02/2019WRJ03300School Enrolments

19/02/2019WRJ03400232. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the case of a 
child (details supplied) in County Leitrim will be reviewed; his views on whether this is unac-
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ceptable; if the case will be prioritised with a place made available to them; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8162/19]

19/02/2019WRJ03500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The selection and enrolment of 
pupils is the responsibility of the management authorities in each individual school. As schools 
may not have a place for every applicant, a selection process may be necessary. This selection 
process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to  dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy the principles of equality and 
the right of parents to send their children to a school of the parent’s choice are respected.

Under Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 where a school board of management make a 
decision to refuse enrolment, suspend a student for 20 or more days or permanently exclude a 
student, a parent/guardian can appeal that decision to the Secretary General of my Department. 
Where the appeal involves an Education and Training Board (ETB) school, the appeal must 
be made to the local ETB in the first instance. Further information on the Section 29 Appeals 
process is available on my Departments website at the following link:

https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Appeal-against-Permanent-Exclusion-Sus-
pension-or-Refusal-to-Enrol/

In addition, the Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) 
is the statutory body which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a 
school placement for their child. The EWS can be contacted at Educational Welfare Service, 
Child and Family Agency, Unit 19 Sandyfort Business Centre, Grealistown, Bohermore, Gal-
way or by phone at 091-385302. 

Where a child is temporarily without a school place, is without an offer of a school place 
and is actively seeking a school placement in a recognised school my Department may approve 
a grant to engage a suitably qualified tutor to provide up to 9 hours home tuition per week for 
that child.  

This home tuition grant scheme is operated by my Department with the assistance of the 
Educational Welfare Service (EWS) and in order for an application for a home tuition grant to 
be considered by my Department the local Educational Welfare Officer (EWO), must first con-
firm that the child’s circumstances meet the criteria of the scheme. 

My Department has been in contact with the Educational Welfare Service in relation to the 
child referred to by the Deputy to ensure that the matter is followed up at local level with the 
family involved. 

19/02/2019WRJ03600School Transport Applications

19/02/2019WRJ03700233. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a school 
bus transport application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8165/19]

19/02/2019WRJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 
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There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special 
Educational Needs, children are eligible for transport where they are attending the nearest 
recognised school that is resourced to meet their special educational needs.

Special Schools funded by my Department are intended to cater for children and young 
persons with special educational needs from 4 years until the end of the school year in which 
they reach their 18th year and these children may apply for school transport in accordance with 
the terms of the above scheme.

The Department of Health/Health Service Executive assumes direct responsibility for young 
adults with special educational needs who are over 18 years. 

The person referred to by the Deputy is 19 years old and is therefore not eligible for school 
transport under the terms of the above scheme. Bus Éireann has also advised that no application 
for school transport has been received.

19/02/2019WRJ03900School Accommodation Provision

19/02/2019WRJ04000234. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to provide additional classroom accommodation for a school (details supplied); if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that an application is lodged with his Department and is 
awaiting approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8166/19]

19/02/2019WRJ04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is in receipt of an application, for additional accommodation, from the 
school in question.

As part of the assessment process, officials from my Department have been in contact with 
the school authority regarding additional information which has now been provided.  The ap-
plication is currently under assessment and it is envisaged that a decision will be conveyed to 
the school authority shortly.

19/02/2019WRJ04200Physical Education Facilities

19/02/2019WRJ04300235. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to provide a physical education hall for a school (details supplied); if his attention has 
been drawn to an application lodged with his Department for the project in conjunction with the 
broader community; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8167/19]

19/02/2019WRJ04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
under the Project Ireland 2040 National Development Plan (NDP), increased funding has been 
provided for the school sector capital investment programme.  This funding allows for a con-
tinued focus on the provision of a new permanent school places to keep pace with demographic 
demand and also provides for an additional focus on the refurbishment of existing school build-
ings to include the building and modernisation of PE facilities in post-primary schools. 

The immediate priority of my Department is providing 20,000 new and replacement school 
places each year, to ensure that every child has a school place.  The government will focus in 
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the medium term on the provision of PE facilities in schools.

19/02/2019WRJ04500School Accommodation Provision

19/02/2019WRJ04600236. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills his 
plans to provide additional accommodation for a school (details supplied); if his attention has 
been drawn to whether an application for replacement prefabricated accommodation was re-
fused and to the fact that the school is awaiting approval for required accommodation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8168/19]

19/02/2019WRJ04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has no record of receiving a recent application, for capital funding, at the 
school in question.

It is open to schools’ to apply under the Additional School Accommodation Scheme (ASA) 
for additional accommodation for the provision of essential classroom accommodation to meet 
demographic need and where additional appointments are being made.

The ASA application form may be accessed on my Department’s website, www.education.
ie. 

19/02/2019WRJ04800Summer Works Scheme Applications

19/02/2019WRJ04900237. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Education and Skills the 
status of an application by a school (details supplied) for a replacement roof at the school; if 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that a summer works application was approved in 2014 
but a similar application was refused recently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8169/19]

19/02/2019WRJ05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question applied for the partial replacement of a roof under the current Sum-
mer Works Scheme however the school authority prioritised electrical works which received 
funding. 

It is open to the school to apply for the roof works under the next Summer Works Scheme 
which will open for applications in 2019 for projects to be delivered from summer 2020.

19/02/2019WRJ05100Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRJ05200238. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to topical is-
sue No. 1 of 12 February 2019, if the Minister of State with special responsibility for higher 
education stated a new pre-qualification process will have to commence for the refurbishment 
and extension of a school (details supplied); the timescale for each stage of the process; and the 
planned completion date. [8170/19]

19/02/2019WRJ05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the project to which they refer has been devolved for delivery to the local Education & Training 
Board (DDLETB).  That remains the case.

My Department acknowledges that the delivery of this project has taken longer than origi-
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nally envisaged. Most recently, a number of issues, primarily of a legal nature, have arisen in 
respect of the process for the pre-qualification of contractors as referred to by the Deputy. I can 
inform the Deputy that, having considered these issues and liaised with my officials in that re-
spect, DDLETB is now proceeding with a revised pre-qualification process. 

Once this prequalification process is completed, the project will proceed to tender stage.

19/02/2019WRJ05400State Examinations Appeals

19/02/2019WRJ05500239. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
case of a person (details supplied) as an example of delays in rechecking leaving certificate 
examination results; the steps he is taking in regard to accelerating the rechecking process; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8171/19]

19/02/2019WRJ05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Universities and Institutes of 
Technology in Ireland are statutorily independent institutions.  Admission is a matter for each 
individual institution and my Department does not have the authority to intervene in the admis-
sions process.

I understand that the practice in a number of Higher Education Institutions in relation to 
candidates with successful Leaving Certificate appeals is to consider each on a case-by-case 
basis, with consideration given to the availability of a place on a relevant course in the current 
academic year and also the best interests of the student. 

Where a student becomes eligible for a particular course arising from a successful appeal, 
and a place is not available in the current year or it is considered not in the student’s best inter-
est to join the course during the current year, the student is entitled to a deferred place for the 
following academic year.  The holding of an offer of a place, or a deferred place is contingent 
on a student engaging with an institution.  

My Department has been in contact with the Institution in question (LIT) and have con-
firmed that the policy at LIT is as above; contingent upon the student officially deferring the 
place and then reapplying in the normal way in order to obtain their place without regard to the 
points required that year. 

My Department has ascertained that the student in question was indeed successful in gain-
ing an offer on her chosen course as a result of a Leaving Certificate recheck. The admissions 
office of LIT wrote to her on 11 October 2018 advising her to either accept the offer by 17 Oc-
tober, or to revert to the admissions office if she wished to defer. The student did not accept her 
place with CAO or request a deferral of her place. 

The admissions office has further advised that the student in question has re-applied to the 
CAO for the coming academic year however, she has not re-applied for the same course. There-
fore, she will be on the waiting lists for her chosen courses and will have to meet the cut-off 
points and entry requirements to be issued with an offer in August 2019. 

With regard to the steps being taken in relation to the accelerating the recheck process, on 
1 November, 2018 I announced changes agreed regarding the Leaving Certificate examination 
appeals process.  In 2019, the Central Applications Office (CAO) will issue Round One offers to 
this year’s CAO applicants on Thursday, 15 August 2019, 4 days ahead of previous years.  The 
accelerated offer schedule will facilitate improvements to the State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) appeals schedule, and will result in the expected release of Leaving Certificate Appeal 
results in the week beginning 16 September 2019.  This is three weeks earlier than prior years.
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19/02/2019WRJ05700Special Educational Needs Service Provision

19/02/2019WRJ05800240. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a special needs 
assistant will be provided for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8173/19]

19/02/2019WRJ05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

19/02/2019WRJ06000Autism Support Services

19/02/2019WRJ06100241. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the additional sup-
ports available to support a person with special needs (details supplied). [8191/19]

19/02/2019WRJ06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is the policy of this Depart-
ment that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with Autism, can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the pri-
mary and post primary school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

The greater proportion of children with ASD attend mainstream class, where they may ac-
cess additional supports if required. 

Some students with ASD, although academically able to access the curriculum in main-
stream, may find it too difficult to manage full-time placement there and placement in an ASD 
special class should be considered. 

Special school placements are provided for other students with ASD and very complex spe-
cial needs who wouldn’t manage in a mainstream school even for part of the week. Enrolment 
of a child in a special school is based on a professional assessment in consultation with the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE).

My Department’s policy focuses on ensuring that all students with Autism, can have access 
to an education appropriate to meeting their needs and abilities.
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The range of supports and services which are made available to support students with au-
tism in schools include additional special educational support teaching, Special Needs Assis-
tants support, funding for the purchase of specialised equipment, services of the National Edu-
cational Psychological Service (NEPS), enhanced levels of capitation in Special schools and 
Special Classes and additional teacher training.

Other resources which are provided to schools to support children with Autism include the 
following: 

- Assistive technology.

- Professional development for teachers.

- Access to the Special School transport scheme.

- Access to special equipment and furniture where required.

- Enhanced capitation grant.

- Adapted school buildings.

- Access to the extended school year scheme. (July Provision)

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports as required.  

As the question raised by the Deputy relates to an individual child, I have arranged for this 
question to be forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRJ06300Schools Building Projects Data

19/02/2019WRJ06400242. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the approved primary 
and post-primary school capital projects at various stages of construction and planning and 
design in Waterford city and county; the estimated combined cost of these projects; and the 
number of other applications received by the planning and building unit from County Waterford 
at pre-approval stage. [8192/19]

19/02/2019WRJ06500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Information in relation to the 
current status of all major school building and additional accommodation projects including 
projects in County Waterford is available on my Department’s web-site and this information is 
updated on a regular basis.

Information in relation to the combined cost of the approved projects is not available as 
items such as site conditions, planning conditions etc. will impact on costs and these will not 
become know until each project receives planning. There are currently 3 additional accommo-
dation applications to be assessed.

19/02/2019WRK00200School Accommodation

19/02/2019WRK00300243. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of prefab 
units in situ at primary and secondary schools in County Waterford as of 31 December 2018; 
the number of prefabs in place across schools in County Waterford in 2008 and 2013; and the 
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average rental cost per prefab unit.  [8193/19]

19/02/2019WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that in 2013 there were 23 rented prefab units in schools in Co Waterford.  However this has 
been reduced to 6 rented prefab units as of 31st December 2018. The information in relation to 
2008 rental prefab units is not available. 

Please note that a prefab unit may consist of one or more classrooms and/or ancillary ac-
commodation and the current average rental cost for mainstream classroom is approximately 
€14,000 plus VAT.

19/02/2019WRK00500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

19/02/2019WRK00600244. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to ex-
tend entitlement to the July provision scheme to children with Down’s syndrome; if so, when 
such a broadening of the scheme will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8213/19]

19/02/2019WRK00700245. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if correspon-
dence has been received from a person (details supplied); when the person will receive a reply 
to the correspondence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8214/19]

19/02/2019WRK00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 244 and 245 together.

The correspondence referred to by the Deputy was received in my Department on 14th Feb-
ruary 2019.  The person will receive a reply by the end of February.

My Department’s July Provision Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school 
year for students with severe or profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. The scheme does not 
make provision for children with other categories of Special Education Needs. 

The National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016. 

The NCSE review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides 
day-time respite for families and a structured day for students. 

However, the NCSE review found a number of problems with the scheme as currently or-
ganised. 

These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable because it is not provided to all 
students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs, which might include some children with Down syn-



19 February 2019

99

drome.

The Department of Education and Skills has convened an Implementation Group with rep-
resentatives of the NCSE, NEPS and the Inspectorate to ensure that the Report’s recommenda-
tions are fully and appropriately considered. 

There are no plans to change the July provision scheme coverage until this work is complete. 

19/02/2019WRK01000Departmental Reviews

19/02/2019WRK01100246. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the review 
into his Department’s design and build programme commenced; and when it will conclude. 
[8220/19]

19/02/2019WRK01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that both myself and the Department are committed to a review of the Department’s Design 
and Build Programme.  This review will include aspects such as procurement, quality con-
trol, workmanship and oversight, looking at aspects both pre- and post-implementation of the 
amended building control regulations in 2014.  It will also comment on immediate steps taken 
by my Department to strengthen its design and build programme.

This will be an independent review conducted by a person or entity outside the Department.

Work is advancing in my Department to enable the commencement of the review.  This 
includes formulating an appropriate approach, developing terms of reference and arranging for 
the appointment of an appropriate person or entity to carry out the review.

I expect to be in a position to announce the commencement of the review when this work 
has been completed.

19/02/2019WRK01300Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRK01400247. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress on 
the delivery of a new campus for a school (details supplied); when building will commence; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8242/19]

19/02/2019WRK01500251. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will be made on an application for temporary accommodation by a school (details supplied); 
if the decision will be expedited in order to give time for the planning process to be completed 
in order that the classrooms which will be required for the 2019 to 2020 school year can be in 
place in time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8252/19]

19/02/2019WRK01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 247 and 251 together.

A new school building for the school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Depart-
ment’s six year Construction Programme. 

Officials in my Department are working in relation to the acquisition of a suitable site for 
the new school. A potential site option has been identified and discussions, including technical 
considerations are ongoing with the owner with a view to acquiring this site. Due to the sensi-
tive nature of site acquisitions generally, it is not possible to comment further at this stage.
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I can confirm also that my Department has received an application from the school for addi-
tional temporary accommodation, to cater for the school’s interim accommodation needs. This 
application has been assessed and my Department has approved in principle the provision of 
temporary accommodation at the school. My Department is currently awaiting further informa-
tion from the school to finalise the approval of this temporary accommodation.

19/02/2019WRK01700Youthreach Programme

19/02/2019WRK01800248. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
the Irish language Youthreach programme in Connemara, County Galway is being closed; if the 
funding for the programme will be extended; the funding for this specific programme over each 
of the past ten years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8247/19]

19/02/2019WRK01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Youthreach is an education 
and training programme delivered in out of school settings to young people aged 16 – 20 who 
have left the mainstream school system early.  It is a further education programme operated by 
Education and Training Boards (ETBs). 

An evaluation of the Youthreach programme is currently being finalised, and is due for 
publication in quarter 1 2019. This evaluation will examine the outputs and outcomes of the 
Youthreach programme and the effectiveness of this provision.  The report will also make rec-
ommendations on how the programme can be developed in the future. 

In 2018, there was planned provision of 4,372 Youthreach places throughout the country. 
This number has decreased significantly over the last number of years, by just over one third, 
primarily due to higher retention rates in post-primary education. Ireland’s rate of early school 
leaving in 2017 was 5%, one of the lowest early school leaving rates in the EU. 

This pattern is very much in evidence in west Galway.  Galway and Roscommon Educa-
tion and Training Board (GRETB) have informed my Department that there are higher reten-
tion rates in post primary schools and consequent decreasing demand for provision of second 
chance education for early school leavers in the local area. In light of this lack of demand, 
GRETB decided to no longer deliver the Youthreach programme at the location in question.  

However, GRETB is offering a number of courses through Irish in Ionad Breisoideachais 
Rosmuc as progression routes for learners. The following courses are available: Business Ad-
ministration Level 5; Healthcare Level 5; Childcare Levels 5&6.

Additionally a Sports and Fitness Levels 5 programme in Leitirmór in partnership with the 
Sportlann is also available.

GRETB also have a range of part-time programmes on offer at levels 3 to 5 that will be 
expanded throughout the year

This year, new courses that will be available through Irish have been proposed such as 
Aquaculture. This course has been offered in the past and GRETB are looking at implement-
ing it again with an emphasis on Seaweed Production and Harvesting.  Other modules include 
Marine Engine Repair, Net Mending, and Shell-fish on-growing,  all of which will be taught 
through Irish.

An additional course in Truck and Bus driving in the Connemara Gaeltacht has been pro-
posed and this will be offered as progression to Youth reach learners. This course will also be 
available in the Irish language.
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The funding for the Youthreach programme is set out in the following table. 

YouthReach Leitir Mór

 - 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 10 Year Total

Allowances 118,173 133,153 150,353 143,256 103,837 95,698 60,863 39,080 57,374 77,732 979,519

Pay 207,323 360,853 263,805 288,698 265,773 255,300 205,331 212,383 254,088 198,253 2,511,807

Non-Pay 44,890 53,558 50,640 54,481 86,629 46,370 57,962 42,436 46,691 44,374 528,031

370,386 547,564 464,798 486,435 456,239 397,368 324,156 293,899 358,153 320,359 4,019,357

19/02/2019WRK02000Schools Building Projects

19/02/2019WRK02100249. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools that 
have no permanent site for which his Department is responsible for providing a permanent site. 
[8249/19]

19/02/2019WRK02200250. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the schools 
that have no permanent site for which a patron is responsible for providing a permanent site. 
[8250/19]

19/02/2019WRK02300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 249 and 250 together.

My Department is in the process of acquiring 31 sites in respect of the schools’ listed on the 
6-Year Construction Programme, as published on my Department’s website, dated 31st January 
2019.  A further 6 sites is being acquired by the Patron bodies in respect of these schools’.

In addition, my Department is responsible for acquiring sites for all of the 42 new schools’ 
announced in April 2018.  To date 6 sites have been acquired and my Department is actively 
pursuing the acquisition of the remaining sites.

Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 247.

19/02/2019WRK02600State Examinations

19/02/2019WRK02700252. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills if efforts will be 
made to expedite the issuing of a certificate of results to a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8279/19]

19/02/2019WRK02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The State Examinations Com-
mission has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.  In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for 
direct reply to you.

19/02/2019WRK02900School Management

19/02/2019WRK03000253. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the proce-
dures in place for a patron to remove clergy from a school board of management at their discre-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8281/19]

19/02/2019WRK03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The mechanisms under which 
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a Board of Management member may be removed are as follows:

Section 16 of the Education Act, 1998, provides that a patron may, with the consent of the 
Minister, for good and valid reasons stated in writing to a member of a board of management 
remove that member from that office, or if satisfied that the functions of a board are not being 
effectively discharged, dissolve that board.

Section 7 of the Governance Manual for Primary Schools 2015 - 2019 sets out the circum-
stances in which Board members may be removed or membership of a board of management 
shall cease. 

As Minister I have no function within Section 16 until such time as the Patron seeks my 
consent under Section 16 (1). Furthermore, as Minister whilst I have a statutory role regarding 
the removal of a member of a Board, I have no statutory role in respect of members who cease 
to be members of Boards for varied reasons.

19/02/2019WRK03200Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRK03300254. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if progress has 
been made on the construction of a new build for a school complex (details supplied); the time-
line of the building project; if the school is to be built under the rapid build programme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8297/19]

19/02/2019WRK03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A project to provide a new 
permanent new school building for the school referred to by the Deputy is included in my De-
partment 6 Year Capital Programme and a site for the new school building has been identified 
and the process for the acquisition of this site is currently with my Department’s Site Acquisi-
tion & Property Management Section. 

The Department expects to progress this project into the architectural planning process 
shortly and my Department is in ongoing contact with the patron in this regard. In the interim, 
my Department has recently approved the provision of additional temporary accommodation 
for this school for 2019/2020.

19/02/2019WRK03500Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRK03600255. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
planned school building works at a school (details supplied); and the level of priority being af-
forded to the project. [8312/19]

19/02/2019WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by the 
Deputy has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).

I can inform the Deputy that the NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a 
design team for the project. This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construc-
tion stages. While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of 
the project, the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed 
of progress.

19/02/2019WRK03800Schools Building Projects Status
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19/02/2019WRK03900256. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the plan-
ning permission process will be started for new prefab buildings at a school (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8322/19]

19/02/2019WRK04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department anticipates 
that the planning application will be lodged with Dublin City Council not later that  early March 
2019.

19/02/2019WRK04100School Accommodation

19/02/2019WRK04200257. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the alternative 
arrangements which will be made for the education of students in a school (details supplied) 
in the event that the planning permission process for new prefab buildings at the school is not 
started in time to allow the prefabs be ready for new students in September 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8323/19]

19/02/2019WRK04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department anticipates 
that the additional temporary accommodation for the school will be in place for the coming 
September and that alternative arrangements will not be necessary.  My officials will keep the 
matter under regular review and will keep the school authorities informed accordingly.

19/02/2019WRK04400Teaching Council of Ireland

19/02/2019WRK04500258. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for Teaching Council registration by a person (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8326/19]

19/02/2019WRK04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Teaching Council is the 
body with statutory responsibility for the regulation of the teaching profession including the 
registration of teachers in Ireland.

The Teaching Council’s (Registration) Regulations 2016 (SI 444 of 2016) set out the re-
quirements to be registered as a teacher in Ireland. Under these regulations there are four de-
fined routes to registration, namely Route 1 Primary; Route 2 Post-Primary; Route 3 Further 
Education; Route 4 Other. 

The person referred to by the Deputy should continue to liaise directly with the Council in 
this matter.

19/02/2019WRK04700Schools Building Projects Status

19/02/2019WRK04800259. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8413/19]

19/02/2019WRK04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the Government recently announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the 
next four years (2019 to 2022). This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises 
carried out by my Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across 
the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery 
of the necessary infrastructure. 
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The announcement included a new 1,000 pupil post-primary school to be established in 
2019 to serve the Galway City and Oranmore school planning areas as a regional solution and 
patronage of the new school was awarded to Educate Together in October 2018.  My Depart-
ment has identified East Galway City as the preferred location for the school in order to best 
serve the combined school planning areas.

On that basis, the school will open in September 2019 in suitable interim accommodation 
in the Merlin Park area. In relation to the permanent school site, my Department is examining 
all potential suitable site options including zoned school sites. A decision will then be made as 
part of the site acquisition process in relation to an appropriate site for the school to which the 
Deputy refers and this will be confirmed at a later date.

19/02/2019WRK05000Liúntais do Mhúinteoirí

19/02/2019WRK05100260. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna é mhéad 
airgead a chosain an Liúntas Gaeltachta, an Liúntas um Múineadh trí Ghaeilge agus an Liúntas 
Teagaisc ar Oileán do mhúinteoirí meánscoile agus bunscoile i ngach ceann de na blianta 2010 
go 2018 faoi seach; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [8414/19]

19/02/2019WRK05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Tá na sonraí a d’iarr an Teach-
ta leagtha amach sna táblaí atá ceangailte.

Bunscoile

Liúntas Gaeltachta  Liúntas um Múineadh trí 
Ghaeilge

 Liúntas Teagaisc ar Oileán

        1,752,020.13                     2,359,371.90               54,346.20 
        1,776,741.88                     2,441,778.64               51,662.28 
        1,692,316.97                     2,439,437.14               47,279.39 
        1,611,248.03                     2,375,702.31               38,943.62 
        1,594,336.27                     2,269,847.85               35,743.77 
        1,569,914.08                     2,231,673.11               38,808.97 
        1,419,056.60                     2,046,499.82               35,774.03 
        1,413,688.11                     1,965,209.06               33,915.21 
        1,309,637.82                     1,839,277.88               30,881.38 
Meánscoile

Bliain Liúntas Gaeltachta  Liúntas um 
Múineadh trí 
Ghaeilge

 Liúntas Teagaisc ar 
Oileán

2010             508,720.17                        
251,993.00 

0

2011             502,944.70                        
283,438.94 

0

2012             482,648.36                        
198,362.35 

0

2013             473,236.22                        
310,175.61 

0
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2014             457,593.33                        
211,800.77 

0

2015             437,019.96                        
215,346.44 

0

2016             425,042.57                        
198,719.65 

0

2017             417,145.94                        
167,930.82 

0

2018             397,482.60                        
198,276.73 

0

19/02/2019WRK05300Departmental Expenditure

19/02/2019WRK05400261. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with a value in excess of 
€10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8421/19]

19/02/2019WRK05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): School building projects in 
excess of €10m typically arise at post-primary level rather than at primary level.

It can generally take quite a while for final accounts on projects to be submitted by contrac-
tors and then get finalised and agreed.  Over the period since 2016 a total of five large-scale 
projects that delivered eight new school buildings had building contracts in excess of €10m 
and had final accounts agreed. When combined there was just under a 5% difference between 
the tender (contract) sum and the agreed final account for these five large-scale school building 
projects. The following table sets out the position in respect of one of the five large-scale school 
building projects where the final account has been agreed and which was just over 10% in ex-
cess of the tender price. There is a process in place for dealing with requests for change orders 
to existing contracts and these typically relate to matters such as unforeseen events during the 
construction process, requirement for additional works etc. 

My Department carefully manages and control costs on all projects in order to ensure best 
possible outcomes for the investment being made under the capital programme.

The measures in place to manage and control costs on large-scale school building projects 
include: 

- Detailed procedures in place for appraisal, design, tender and construction of large-scale 
school building projects. 

- Standardisation of sizes and layouts for classrooms and other rooms in schools. 

- Detailed design team procedures that involve Department approval for progression through 
the various stages of design and tendering. 

- Design Team fees tendered on percentage basis and then locked in to a fixed sum when 
design has been developed at Stage 2A of design process. 

- Planning permission and design completed before tender process commences which gives 
clarity to tenderers on scope of project

- Contracts tendered on a fixed price basis using the standard form of Government contract 
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– which gives certainty in relation to managing the impact of construction inflation. 

- Procedures in place for provision of monthly progress reports and arrangements for deal-
ing with any requests for change orders to existing contracts.

In addition to the school project listed in the attachment 7 schools were delivered during the 
period by way of Public Private Partnership (PPP).  In the case of such projects, the cost (which 
also includes Facilities Management and lifecycle costs) is determined at Financial Close and 
payment by the Department is by way of monthly Unitary Charges over the operational period, 
usually 25 years.  

Information in respect of capital projects in the Higher Education Sector with building con-
tracts in excess of €10m and with final accounts agreed and 10% higher than the building con-
tracts will be forwarded separately to the Deputy when the relevant information is collated and 
finalised. 

Building Contracts in excess of €10m

 - County Roll No. School Year Contract Sum Incl 
VAT

Date LOA 
signed/ 
Contract 
commenced

Final Account 
Agreed Sum 
incl VAT

Reason for 
variation: 
Change Orders, 
Conciliation etc

1 Cork 68264R Edmund 
Rice Col-
lege, Car-
rigaline

2017 €13,322,007.84 24/03/2016 €14,683,207.60 Approved 
change orders

19/02/2019WRK05600School Closures

19/02/2019WRK05700262. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to a trust responsible for a school (details supplied) advising parents and staff that 
it plans to close the school; if it advised his Department of the decision to close the school; the 
action he will take for the school to remain open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8495/19]

19/02/2019WRK05800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the decision making authority for a school closure belongs to the Patron of a school, and 
this is subject to the agreement of my Department. Any proposal to close a school must involve 
consultation with all of the relevant stakeholders, parents, teachers, students and local commu-
nities and follow decisions taken at local level.

My Department is engaging with the Patron in relation to the matter.

19/02/2019WRK05900Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRK06000263. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of State 
contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 2011 to date in 
his Department or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the reason the lowest tender or bid 
was not chosen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8803/19]

19/02/2019WRK06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I assume the Deputy’s ques-
tion relates to building projects under my Department’s Capital Programme.

The relevant school authority, as distinct from my Department, is the client and awarding 
authority for the vast bulk of projects delivered under the school building programme.
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However, the procurement approach for the delivery of all school building projects is set out 
in guidance and procedures published by my Department’s Planning and Building Unit.   

In general, for Public Works contracts there are two methods of tendering (the Restricted 
procedure and the Open procedure).

In the case of tenders for the appointment of main building contractors for less complex 
school building projects of a small to medium scale, the Open procedure can be used and all 
contractors are entitled to submit a tender but must meet the minimum standards as set out in 
the invitation to tender (thus facilitating the inclusion of small to medium enterprises and those 
with no experience in educational projects). These contracts are generally awarded on the basis 
of lowest tender.

For larger or more complex school building projects, where it is considered that pre-qualifi-
cation of contractors is warranted, the Restricted procedure is normally used. In the Restricted 
procedure, there is an intermediary qualification stage during which the numbers of applicants 
is reduced (or restricted) to a specified amount (normally 8 - 10).  The pre-qualification process 
uses a combination of pass/fail criteria and qualitative criteria to establish the tender short-list.  
All criteria have minimum standards which must be met.  These contracts are then generally 
awarded on the basis of the lowest tender.

Tenders for projects being delivered under my Department’s “Design & Build” programme 
are evaluated using the Most Economically Advantageous Tender (MEAT) approach. This 
means that the criteria for the award of the contract include technical merit as well as price.  In 
the case of the Department’s current Design and Build programme,   Technical Merit carries 
a 60% weighting and Price carries a 40% weighting.  Over 150 projects have been delivered 
under the Department’s Design and Build programme since it was commenced in 2008.

The evaluation of tenders for projects being delivered under Public Private Partnerships 
(PPP) arrangements has also used the MEAT approach. The National Development Finance 
Agency (NDFA) is responsible for the procurement of PPP projects in the education sector.

19/02/2019WRK06200Garda Remuneration

19/02/2019WRK06300264. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the cost in 
2016, 2017, 2018 and the projected cost for 2019 of the deal agreed in November 2016 in re-
spect of pay policy for certain members of An Garda Síochána; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7910/19]

19/02/2019WRK06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The recommendation of 
the Labour Court in relation to Garda pay did not come into effect until 1 January 2017, and 
therefore there were no cost implications for 2016.

 For 2017, the cost of the Labour Court recommendation was met through a combination of 
additional exchequer funding and funding from within the existing budgetary allocation for the 
Justice Vote Group. 

The impact of the Labour Court recommendation on individual members of the GRA and 
AGSI was to provide extra remuneration of around €4,000 on average each year through:

- an increase in the value of the rent allowance by €500 bringing it to €4,655 per annum with 
effect from 1 January 2017;
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- the integration of the rent allowance in the new amount of €4,655 into salary with con-
sequential increases in unsocial hours and overtime payments also with effect from 1 January 
2017;

- the  introduction of a €15 premium payment per annual leave day to compensate for the 
uncertainty attaching to the taking of leave by Gardaí.  This payment is worth in the region of 
€500 on average;

- the implementation of a long-standing recommendation of the Garda Inspectorate through 
the introduction of paid 15 minute pre-tour briefing or tasking sessions with effect from 1 Janu-
ary 2017.

Under the Labour Court recommendation, new recruits also had the Rent Allowance re-
stored, and the increment freeze which had been in place for GRA members was lifted. 

The nature of the recommendation was such that the cost of the implementation of the 
proposals depends on a number of factors including the overall number of Gardaí, the average 
basic salary of Garda members, the amount of overtime worked in any year, and the imple-
mentation of pay restoration measures under the Public Sector Stability Agreement.  That said, 
my Department estimates that the Labour Court recommendation costs in the region of €60-65 
million per annum.

 The Deputy will be aware the gross cost of implementing the 2016 Labour Court recom-
mendation is offset by statutory deductions for tax, PRSI, etc., which reduces the net Exchequer 
cost.

19/02/2019WRL00200Citizenship Applications

19/02/2019WRL00300265. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to extend 
the right to Irish citizenship to British persons that have lived here at some time in their life for 
more than five successive years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8412/19]

19/02/2019WRL00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The granting of Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are pro-
cessed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  A determination 
on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisation can only be 
made after an application is received.

Section 15 of the Act provides that the Minister may, in his absolute discretion, grant an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation if satisfied that certain statutory conditions are 
fulfilled.  The conditions are that the applicant must :

-  be of full age, or a minor born in the State,

-  be of good character, 

-  have had a period of one year’s continuous residency in the State immediately before the 
date of application and, during the eight years immediately preceding that period, have had a 
further total residence in the State amounting to four years,

-  intend in good faith to continue to reside in the State after naturalisation,

-  have, before a judge of the District Court in open court, in a citizenship ceremony or in 
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such manner as the Minister, for special reasons, allows—(i)  made a declaration, in the pre-
scribed manner, of fidelity to the nation and loyalty to the State, and(ii) undertaken to faithfully 
observe the laws of the State and to respect its democratic values.

Section 15A provides that, notwithstanding the above, where the application is based on 
being the spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen the requirements are, inter alia, that the 
couple are married or civil partners to each other for a period of at least 3 years and are living 
together and, immediately before the date of application, have a period of one year’s continu-
ous residence in the island of Ireland and, during the preceding four years, have a further period 
amounting to 2 years (i.e. 3 years in total).  Section 15A(2) provides that the Minister may, in 
his absolute discretion waive some of the conditions in relation to an application from a spouse 
or civil partner of an Irish citizen if he is satisfied that the applicant would suffer serious conse-
quences in respect of his or her bodily integrity or liberty if not granted Irish citizenship.  

There are currently no plans at this time to revisit the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory conditions as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Act 1956, as amended. There are no plans to amend the legislation at this time.

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, along with the relevant applica-
tion forms and guidance notes, is available on the INIS website at ww.inis.gov.ie.  

19/02/2019WRL00500Citizenship Applications

19/02/2019WRL00600266. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe in 
which a passport can be returned to a person that submits it alongside an application for citizen-
ship. [7698/19]

19/02/2019WRL00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that all applications for natu-
ralisation must be accompanied by a current in-date passport. 

Every effort will be made to return an applicants passport as quickly as possible.  An ap-
plicant for naturalisation should, however, allow a period of about 6 weeks for its return as 
relevant documents submitted in support of an application are the subject of document verifica-
tion  checks.  

It is therefore strongly advised that an applicant does not submit an application for naturali-
sation prior to any upcoming travel or in the knowledge they will need their passport urgently.  
In exceptional cases, arrangements can be made to have the return of a passport expedited but 
it is incumbent on the applicant to make the Citizenship Division of my Department aware of 
such a need.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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19/02/2019WRL00800Courts Service Properties

19/02/2019WRL00900267. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of plans to 
redevelop Tralee court services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7699/19]

19/02/2019WRL01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the 
provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which 
is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that, as part of its provincial capital building programme, 
one of the objectives is to provide improved court accommodation in Tralee which is one of 
a number of provincial city/county town venues nationwide still requiring new or upgraded 
courthouse accommodation.  Collectively these venues will be the next priority for investment 
in courthouse facilities outside the capital. 

The Courts Service has advised that it envisages a courthouse comprising four courtrooms 
and related facilities (consultation rooms, custody facilities, facilities for juries and vulnerable 
witnesses, and legal practitioner’s suites) as being required to meet current and future needs in 
Tralee and that this will require a building significantly larger than the existing courthouse on 
Ashe Street.  The scope for refurbishing and developing the existing courthouse on Ashe Street 
to provide the envisaged accommodation is extremely limited due to the nature of the building 
and the constrained nature of the site.

The Courts Service has also advised that it is currently considering a number of options for 
Tralee Courthouse, including the level of extension and refurbishment achievable within the 
confines of the existing courthouse site; whether it would be feasible to acquire an adjacent 
town centre site and the degree of extension and refurbishment this would allow.  Previous ef-
forts to acquire adjacent sites on Ashe Street have not been successful as the sites could not be 
acquired at a price that represented value for money. 

A further option is to build a new modern courthouse on a greenfield/brownfield site and a 
number of potential sites are being considered in this regard.

The Courts Service has further advised that the Chief Executive of the Courts Service has 
recently met with the Chief Executive of Kerry County Council in Tralee to discuss the future 
provision of court facilities there.  The Courts Service has informed me that a decision has not 
yet been made and that all options are under review.

A number of developments in relation to Courts Service accommodation requirements are 
outlined in the Government’s recent National Development Plan 2018 - 2027. They include:

-  Further new or refurbished courthouses in regional cities and county towns where fa-
cilities remain substandard (including Galway City, Wicklow Town, Portlaoise, Tralee and 
Roscommon) and further provincial locations such as An Clochan Liath (Dungloe) to serve as 
the Gaeltacht court for the region, and Tuam;

-  Regional Family Law Centres;

-  A nationwide condition survey of all court buildings in the estate will be undertaken to 
determine their condition and identify works required in relation to any issues identified and 
meet ongoing maintenance requirements.

The precise allocation and timing of additional funding over the entire ten year period re-
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mains to be fully determined.  It will be dependent on the outcome of further detailed planning 
and analysis of costs which will determine prioritisation of projects from a timing and budget-
ary perspective.

19/02/2019WRL01100New Communities Unit

19/02/2019WRL01200268. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding an organi-
sation (details supplied) receives through its membership of the new communities partnership 
each year; the reason this funding is given to the organisation; and the legislation under which 
the organisation receives funding from his Department. [7717/19]

19/02/2019WRL01300270. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Department has 
a service level agreement directly with an organisation (details supplied); if so, the service pro-
vided by the organisation; and the persons for whom the service is provided. [7719/19]

19/02/2019WRL01400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 268 and 270 together.

I can confirm that my Department does not have a service level agreement with nor does it 
provide funding directly to the Venezuelan Community in Ireland. 

I have outlined in my response to question 269 the grant funding provided by my Depart-
ment to the New Communities Partnership for different migrant integration programmes, in-
cluding the purposes to which that grant funding goes.

19/02/2019WRL01500New Communities Unit

19/02/2019WRL01600269. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his Department has 
a service level agreement with the new communities partnership. [7718/19]

19/02/2019WRL01700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
My Department has three grant agreements with the New Communities Partnership, which is 
an national network of immigrant-led groups.

In September 2016 an invitation issued to organisations, by way of an open call, to submit 
proposals to receive funding for projects related to the Integration and Employment of Mi-
grants.  New Communities Partnership was one of five projects who were successful in secur-
ing grant funding.  A Grant Agreement is in place for an award of €329,045 over a four-year 
term from 29th March 2017 to 28th March 2021.  The Grant Agreement sets out the terms and 
conditions related to the grant and includes details about eligible expenditure, reporting require-
ments, payment schedule, budget, operations plan, etc.  The grant is 50% co-financed by the 
Department of Justice and Equality and 50% by the European Social Fund.  To date, €197,427 
has been paid to New Communities Partnership under this grant award. 

The grant is to support New Communities Partnership’s ‘Migrant Access Programme’ 
which provides employment training and supports for unemployed/under-employed migrants 
in Ireland.  The supports include assessment of needs for participants and training courses and 
workshops to create and upskill their capability to access the labour market.  

The Department of Justice and Equality is a beneficiary of funding from the European So-
cial Fund (ESF) and administers funding for the Programme for Employment, Inclusion and 
Learning  (PEIL) 2014-20.  This programme has a number of actions and in this case Action 2.7 
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related to the Integration and Employment of Migrants.  The funding awarded to New Commu-
nities partnership is subject to EU rules regarding the management of funds and its operations 
and finances are closely monitored by the Department in accordance with the Grant Agreement.

The other two grant agreements with the New Communities Partnership are as follows: 

The organisation received €117,000 in 2017 for a 3 year project aimed at youth integration, 
as part of National Funding to Promote the Integration of Immigrants, and funding of €5,000 
allocated under the Communities Integration Fund in 2018, for a Cork city-based integration 
programme.  Both the National Funding to Promote the Integration of Migrants and the Com-
munities Integration Fund are administered by the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integra-
tion within my Department, with awards made following an open competitive process.

Question No. 270 answered with Question No. 268.

19/02/2019WRL01900Gambling Sector

19/02/2019WRL02000271. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of oc-
casions in each of the years 2016 to 2018 when An Garda Síochána intervened to cease the 
unlawful operation of gaming machines. [7735/19]

19/02/2019WRL02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities and I will contact the Deputy di-
rectly when the information is to hand.

19/02/2019WRL02200Execution of Wills

19/02/2019WRL02300272. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he or the 
Law Reform Commission will examine the procedures appertaining to the making of wills with 
a view to minimising a scenario (details supplied); the extent to which such cases have had to 
be dealt with by the courts in each of the past five years to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7750/19]

19/02/2019WRL02400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The position is that Part 
VII of the Succession Act 1965 sets out the following legal requirements for the making of a 
valid will:

-  it must be in writing;

-  the testator must be over 18 years of age (the testator may be under 18 if he or she is or 
has been married);

-  the testator must be of sound mind;

-  the testator must sign or mark the will in the presence of two witnesses;

-  the two witnesses must sign the will in the testator’s presence;  

-  the witnesses cannot be beneficiaries of the will;

-  the witnesses must see the testator sign the will;

-  the signature of the testator must be at the end of the will.   
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These statutory provisions, as interpreted by the superior courts in relevant case law, pro-
vide robust safeguards in relation to the validity of wills.

It is, of course, possible for a person to commence legal proceedings challenging a will on 
the grounds of either the diminished capacity of the testator to make a valid will, or the testa-
tor’s ability freely to make decisions in disposing of their property by will.

When determining whether or not a testator had the capacity to make a will, courts will 
generally consider whether he or she understood the nature of the act of making the will and 
its effect, and whether the testator understood the extent of the property of which he or she was 
disposing.

Where undue influence is alleged, the law places the burden of proving such undue influ-
ence on the person alleging it. In order to succeed, the court must be satisfied that:

(a) the person alleged to exert the influence had the power or opportunity to do so; 

(b) undue influence was in fact exerted; and

(c) the will was the product of that influence. 

Detailed information on cases taken in the courts in relation to alleged undue influence is 
not available; in any event, the outcome in each case will depend on  the particular circum-
stances of that case.

While I have no current plans to amend legislation in this area, the operation of the law in 
this area is kept under review in my Department. 

19/02/2019WRL02500Citizenship Status

19/02/2019WRL02600273. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person that has 
been resident and married here for over 20 years must provide proof of residency for each of 
those years; and if as a spouse of an Irish citizen they must prove residency for the past three 
years. [7801/19]

19/02/2019WRL02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The granting of Irish 
citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and 
Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a 
certificate of naturalisation if and when they are in a position to meet the statutory conditions 
for naturalisation prescribed in the Act.  

The statutory residence conditions are that the applicant must have a period of 1 year’s con-
tinuous residence in the State immediately before the date of application and, during the 8 years 
immediately preceding that period, have had a further total residence amounting to 4 years (in 
the case of an application based on being the spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen the Act 
reduces this further period to 2 years during the preceding 4 years). 

Proofs of residency are required for each of these years, not each year the applicant has been 
resident in this jurisdiction.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
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The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

19/02/2019WRL02800National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRL02900274. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the projects 
which have been delayed as a result of cost overruns at the national children’s hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7791/19]

19/02/2019WRL03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): No projects in the Justice 
and Equality sector have been delayed for the reasons referred to.  It has been agreed with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to re-profile an amount of €10 million in capi-
tal expenditure for the construction of the new Forensic Science Laboratory from 2019 until 
2020/21 based on an assessment by OPW of procurement and expenditure timelines.  The fund-
ing is not being withdrawn but rather re-profiled to when it is needed.  No delay or rescheduling 
of the project arises as a consequence.

19/02/2019WRL03100Citizenship Applications

19/02/2019WRL03200275. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is acceptable to 
send a certified copy of a passport with a citizenship application in circumstances in which an 
applicant may need to travel abroad in the interim. [7856/19]

19/02/2019WRL03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that all applications for natu-
ralisation must be accompanied by a current in-date passport. 

Every effort will be made to return an applicants passport as quickly as possible.  An ap-
plicant for naturalisation should, however, allow a period of about 6 weeks for its return as 
relevant documents submitted in support of an application are the subject of document verifica-
tion checks.  

It is therefore strongly advised that an applicant does not submit an application for naturali-
sation prior to any upcoming travel or in the knowledge they will need their passport urgently.  
In exceptional cases, arrangements can be made to have the return of a passport expedited but 
it is incumbent on the applicant to make the Citizenship Division of my Department aware of 
such a need.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

19/02/2019WRL03400Road Traffic Offences Data

19/02/2019WRL03500276. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons who have been prosecuted, fined or penalised for the offence of tailgating at the M1 toll 
barrier in each of the years 2014 to 2018. [7887/19]
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19/02/2019WRL03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that my Department is not responsible for road traffic enforcement, which is an operational 
matter for An Garda Síochána.  However, to be of assistance, I have asked An Garda Síochána 
whether it is possible to extract the specific statistics sought in response to your query.

I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda response.

19/02/2019WRL03700Deportation Orders

19/02/2019WRL03800277. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if regard was 
given to the marriage of a person (details supplied) to an Irish citizen before review and the 
decision to deport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7897/19]

19/02/2019WRL03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person con-
cerned is the subject of a Deportation Order signed on 29 September 2017.  This Order requires 
the person to remove themselves from the State and remain outside the State.  The enforcement 
of the Deportation Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.  

Representations were received from the person concerned, pursuant to the provisions of 
section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), requesting that the Deportation Order 
be revoked including information regarding her marriage.  Following the detailed consideration 
of the information submitted in support of the request, the Deportation Order was affirmed and 
notified to the person concerned by letter dated 27 November 2018.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

19/02/2019WRL04000Garda Equipment

19/02/2019WRL04100278. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount An 
Garda Síochána spent on purchasing new Garda mountain bikes in 2017 and 2018 and to date 
in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7944/19]

19/02/2019WRL04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been unprec-
edented investment in Garda resources across the State in recent years.  The budgetary alloca-
tion to An Garda Síochána for 2019 is €1.76 billion and very significant capital investment is 
also being made in Garda ICT, the Garda estate and the Garda fleet.

In accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible 
for managing and controlling the administration and business of An Garda Síochána and for 
allocation of Garda resources, in light of his identified operational demands.  As such and as 
the Deputy will appreciate, decisions in relation to the effective and efficient use of resources, 
including mountain bikes, are also a matter for the Commissioner.  I understand that Garda 
management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime 
trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.    

I am informed by the Garda authorities that no new mountain bikes were purchased in 2017.  
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I am further informed that a total of €33,173 was spent on new mountain bikes by An Garda 
Síochána in 2018 and that a total of €6,399 has been spent to date in 2019.

19/02/2019WRL04300Garda Accommodation

19/02/2019WRL04400279. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of 
funding allocated for the building programme of An Garda Síochána under the Capital Plan 
2016 to 2021; the amount spent in each of the years 2016 to 2018; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7945/19]

19/02/2019WRL04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is the 
Accounting Officer for An Garda Síochána and is responsible for carrying on and managing 
and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána including the 
allocating of funding within An Garda Síochána. 

Further, the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the information requested and when it is received 
I will write directly to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRL04600Citizenship Ceremonies

19/02/2019WRL04700280. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the citizen-
ship ceremonies will take place in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7986/19]

19/02/2019WRL04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the next date for a citi-
zenship ceremony has been set for April 29th 2019 at the INEC in Killarney County Kerry.  

As soon as additional dates for 2019 are agreed, these will be communicated via the INIS 
website. www.inis.gov.ie/en/inis/pages/citizenship.

19/02/2019WRL04900Garda Strength

19/02/2019WRL05000281. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the 
Garda numbers for the Donegal division in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
respectively; the Garda numbers stationed in each Garda station within the division; the num-
ber for community gardaí within the division; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8002/19]

19/02/2019WRL05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter.  Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources. 



19 February 2019

117

The Garda strength by Station and Rank for the Donegal Division in each of the years from 
2010 to 2018 is available on my Department’s website through the following link: www.justice.
ie/en/JELR/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and%20Station_2009_to_30_De-
cember_2018.xlsx/Files/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and%20Station_2009_
to_30_December_2018.xlsx.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána as it recognises that every com-
munity, either urban or rural, has its own concerns and expectations.  The role of a community 
Garda is not a specialist role in An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí have a 
role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties.  The official categorisation of 
Community Garda simply refers to those who are exclusively assigned to building relationships 
with local communities and civil society including giving talks to schools, community groups 
and others.  It is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the optimum 
distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her having regard to the profile 
of the area and its specific needs

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the Community Garda Strength in 
the Donegal Division in each of the years from 2010 to 2018, the latest date for which figures 
are currently available, as supplied by  the Garda Commissioner are as set out in the following 
table.

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the following link:

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

Garda Strength presented  - Community Gardaí Donegal Division 2010 - 2018

Year Community Gardaí Total
2010 37 466
2011 35 444
2012 24 427
2013 29 409
2014 26 397
2015 24 392
2016 2 382
2017 2 386
2018 4 404
Total: means all those Gardaí at a station all of whom have community policing as an inher-

ent part of their role 

Community Gardaí: are those with the official categorisation and are exclusively assigned 
to building relationships with local communities including giving talks to schools, community 
groups and others.

19/02/2019WRL05200Services for People with Disabilities

19/02/2019WRL05300282. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if 
his Department has written or is writing to disability organisations under the aegis of his De-
partment or in receipt of funding from same requesting savings to be made in their budgets; if 
so, the details of the organisations; the saving required from each; the rationale for same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8023/19]
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19/02/2019WRL05400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
The Department of Justice and Equality does not provide any services to people with disabili-
ties and does not fund any service providers.  As a consequence, it has not written to any dis-
ability organisations requesting that savings be made in their budgets.

19/02/2019WRL05500Garda Operations

19/02/2019WRL05600283. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of knives seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019, 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8024/19]

19/02/2019WRL05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities and I will contact the Deputy di-
rectly when the information is to hand.

19/02/2019WRL05800Departmental Properties

19/02/2019WRL05900284. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for 
the Thornton Hall site in Fingal; if a detention centre or prison is planned for the location; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8062/19]

19/02/2019WRL06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Thornton Hall site was purchased in 2005 with the intention of constructing a large scale 
prison campus to replace the 19th century complex at Mountjoy Prison which the then Govern-
ment planned to sell to fund the development.  Due to the downturn in the economy, the scale 
of the project could not be accommodated within the capital allocation available and the project 
did not proceed.  In the decade since the original plan, international research has tended to fa-
vour smaller prisons within reach of support communities as the best option for rehabilitation.  
In addition, in light of the decision not to proceed with Thornton Hall, significant capital invest-
ment has been made at the Mountjoy campus over recent years to upgrade accommodation and 
eliminate the practice of slopping out.  

In the meantime, the Thornton Hall site, which is fully serviced and adjacent to Dublin air-
port, remains in my Department’s ownership. In recent years a working group, which included 
representatives from the OPW, considered future use options for the site.  This included discus-
sions with Fingal County Council.  More recently, the site has also been flagged to the Depart-
ment of Housing and Local Government, and to the Land Development Agency.  As such, the 
site will be considered both in the context of broader State requirements for land assets as well 
as any future requirements in relation to detention of prisoners.

19/02/2019WRL06100Ground Rents Abolition

19/02/2019WRL06200285. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
to introduce legislation providing for a referendum to abolish ground rents here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8065/19]

19/02/2019WRL06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The general position re-
garding ground rents was considered by the All-Party Oireachtas Committee on the Constitu-
tion in its 2004 Report ‘Private Property’.  The Committee took the view that ground rent is a 
form of property right which is constitutionally protected and that abolition of such rents would 
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be unconstitutional in the absence of adequate monetary compensation for  the landlord.  The 
Committee also noted that where leases were approaching their expiry date, any legislation 
providing for the abolition of ground rents would have to provide for the payment of enhanced 
compensation in such cases. 

As regards a referendum, the position is that while I have no plans to introduce legislation 
providing for a referendum to abolish ground rents, operation of existing ground rents legisla-
tion is kept under review by my Department.

In this context, I should add that section 2 of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) Act 
1978 introduced a prohibition on the creation of new ground rents on dwellings.  Moreover, as 
regards existing ground rents, Part III of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No.2) Act 
1978 provides for a statutory scheme whereby a person may, at reasonable cost, acquire the fee 
simple in their dwelling. To date, over 80,000 applicants have acquired freehold title to their 
property under this scheme.  In the case of property other than dwellings, such as commercial 
premises, the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) Act 1967 contains provisions which facili-
tate acquisition of the fee simple subject to agreed terms or on terms set out in an arbitration 
carried out by the County Registrar.

19/02/2019WRL06400Gambling Sector

19/02/2019WRL06500286. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 233 of 4 December 2018 and Parliamentary Question No. 432 of 15 
January 2019, if he stands over his statement in the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 233 of 
4 December 2018 that all lawful gaming in amusement and gaming arcades here is confined to 
areas in respect of which Part III of the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956 is in force in view of 
the fact that in reply to Parliamentary Question No. 432 of 15 January 2019, he states that he is 
advised by the Revenue Commissioners that there are two premises in Dublin that either have 
a gaming licence and are licensed to make available for play or were so licensed up to a recent 
date in view of the fact that local authorities in Dublin have not passed resolutions to permit 
such gaming activity under Part III of the Act. [8121/19]

19/02/2019WRL06600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In my response to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 233 of 4 December 2018, I set out the factual position regarding the pro-
visions of Part III of the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956 which provides for the lawful pathway 
for the licencing of gaming machines.  This factual position has not changed.  

I also highlighted the fact that my Department does not have any role in the licensing of 
gaming machines under Part III of the 1956 Act.  That also remains the position.

In preparing a response to Question No. 435 of 15 January 2019, and in order to present the 
Deputy in question with the most complete information, my Department sought information 
from the Revenue Commissioners, who are the licensing authority for gaming machines.  It was 
that information that was provided to the Deputy.

As neither I, nor my Department, is responsible for the issuing of gaming licences, I am not 
in a position to comment on any circumstances in which such licences may have been issued.  
I can only suggest that the Deputy makes enquiries of the Minister for Finance in that regard, 
given his oversight function in relation to the Revenue Commissioners.

19/02/2019WRM0010019/02/2019WRM00200Legal Aid Service Data
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19/02/2019WRM00300287. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the eligibility crite-
ria for accessing free legal aid for repossession cases; the average time persons are waiting to 
access the service for repossession cases; the amount of funding allocated to and drawn down 
by the Free Legal Aid Board in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and the 
amount that has been allocated for 2019. [8131/19]

19/02/2019WRM00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I want to start by reiterat-
ing the Government’s commitment to providing assistance to persons who may be in danger of 
losing their home. 

Legal aid to defend repossession proceedings is available from the Legal Aid Board, pursu-
ant to the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995, to persons who satisfy the financial eligibility criteria laid 
down in that Act and in the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017.  Principally, the person 
must have disposable income of less than €18,000 per annum and disposable capital assets of 
less than €100,000 (excluding the home in which they live). 

The person’s case must also satisfy the merits criteria laid down under that Act.  These crite-
ria include if the applicant is reasonably likely to be successful in the proceedings and if having 
regard to all the circumstances of the case, including the cost to the Board as against the benefit 
to the applicant, it is reasonable to grant legal aid. 

The Deputy should note that in many repossession cases the applicant is unlikely to have 
any prospect of success as the lender will usually be entitled to orders for possession and sale in 
circumstances where the mortgage is valid and in arrears.  In such circumstances the applicant 
is unlikely to meet the criteria for the granting of civil legal aid. 

However, they may be eligible under the Abhaile Scheme for both financial and legal advice 
and help to get a solution in place which will resolve their home mortgage arrears and ensure 
they can stay in their homes, and I deal with this below. 

There is no specific funding provided to the Legal Aid Board for the defence of repossession 
cases nor does the Board break down spending on such cases.  This is because legal services in 
repossession proceedings, where provided, are entirely provided by salaried solicitors in Legal 
Aid Board law centres who do other legal aid work e.g. family law and child care.  Services are 
therefore provided out of the Board’s general resources i.e. its grant from the Oireachtas and 
income from contributions and costs recovered.

There is no separate waiting list for repossession cases and the waiting time applicable is the 
waiting time at the particular law centre to which the person applies.  The waiting times at Legal 
Aid Board law centres as at 31st January 2019 are set out as an appendix. 

I must clarify that the Legal Aid Board is tasked with providing civil legal aid.  In most cases 
this legal aid is not free.  While services provided pursuant to the Abhaile scheme are free of 
charge as they are provided to insolvent persons, most applicants (including those seeking legal 
services to defend repossession proceedings) pay a contribution for legal advice and a further 
contribution if they require representation in court.

In addition, the Deputy will be aware that insolvent persons seeking legal advice and as-
sistance  in relation to repossession proceedings against their home may be able to avail of such 
advice through the Abhaile scheme, which is the Government’s free mortgage arrears support 
service, launched by the Government in October 2016. 

Abhaile is not focused on bringing challenges to repossession proceedings because in most 
cases this will not help the borrower, for the reasons explained above.  Instead, Abhaile focuses 
on solving the borrower’s substantive problem, by getting in place a solution to the arrears 
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themselves – at the same time, keeping the borrower in their home and helping them back to 
solvency.  This is a far more sustainable and effective focus for public intervention – both more 
effective for borrowers, and better for taxpayers. 

Abhaile does provides legal aid for a borrower to seek court review under section 115A of 
the Personal Insolvency Act 2012 (as amended), where creditors refuse a reasonable personal 
insolvency proposal put forward by the borrower that includes their home mortgage arrears.  In 
the year to July 2018, 64% of such cases were decided in favour of the borrower. 

The legal advice and assistance services provided under Abhaile to borrowers regarding 
home mortgage arrears include advice on repossession proceedings against the home and are 
as follows :

- A solicitor consultation service, which provides a free legal advice consultation to provide 
the borrower with independent legal advice on the borrower’s best options for sustainable reso-
lution of the mortgage arrears on their home and on any repossession proceedings affecting the 
home, with written confirmation of that advice to the borrower.  A second consultation is also 
available under Abhaile, where justified;

- A duty solicitor service, which provides advice and assistance to unrepresented borrowers 
facing repossession proceedings at county registrars’ courts.  With leave of the Court, this can 
include applying for adjournment to facilitate the borrower getting a solution into place, and 
speaking for the borrower in court.  In addition, MABs court mentors are at court to provide 
information and support to unrepresented defendants.

The eligibility criteria for the advice and assistance elements of Abhaile are that the person 
must be:

- insolvent (as defined under the Personal Insolvency Act 2012: i.e. ‘unable to pay their 
debts in full as they fall due’);

- in mortgage arrears on the home in which they normally reside (principal private resi-
dence); 

- at risk of losing their home (e.g. they have received from the mortgage lender repossession 
proceedings, a letter indicating that such proceedings will issue, a letter indicating that they are 
deemed non-cooperating, or an invitation to consider sale, surrender or other loss of all or part 
of the home); and

- reasonably accommodated (i.e. the costs of continuing to live in the home are not dispro-
portionately expensive having regard to the needs of the borrower and their dependants). 

The Deputy should note that a person admitted to the Abhaile scheme does not need to wait 
before they are seen by a solicitor for legal advice.

Appendix – Waiting times at Legal Aid Board Law Centres as 31st January 2019

Waiting for 1st 
Consultation

Waiting for 2nd 
Consultation

Law Centre Longest person 
waiting

No. Waiting Longest person 
waiting

No. Waiting

Athlone 9 28 0 0
Blanchardstown 44 50 0 0
Castlebar 8 21 0 0
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Waiting for 1st 
Consultation

Waiting for 2nd 
Consultation

Cavan 13 48 0 0
Clondalkin 15 48 0 0
Cork Popes Quay 33 129 0 0
Cork South Mall 21 124 0 0
Dundalk 18 59 0 0
Ennis 16 44 11 16
Finglas 47 130 0 0
Galway Francis St 4 27 0 0
Galway Seville 
House

8 24 9 20

Jervis Street 19 116 0 0
Kilkenny 20 64 0 0
Letterkenny 11 23 0 0
Limerick 10 56 0 0
Longford 25 70 22 5
Monaghan 15 49 0 0
Navan 23 34 0 5
Nenagh 16 65 0 0
Newbridge 14 44 0 0
Portlaoise 15 47 0 0
Sligo 9 25 0 0
Smithfield 30 89 0 0
Tallaght 25 60 0 0
Tralee 32 120 0 0
Tullamore 10 32 0 0
Waterford 11 57 0 0
Wexford 6 25 0 0
Wicklow 18 52 0 0

19/02/2019WRM00500Direct Provision Data

19/02/2019WRM00600288. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average stay 
of residents living in direct provision up to 31 December 2018, in tabular form; the number of 
persons staying by time range (details supplied); the percentage of the population in direct pro-
vision which these figures represent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8138/19]

19/02/2019WRM00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The data requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following tabular statement.  The figures in 
this table equate to the total numbers residing in accommodation provided by the Reception and 
Integration Agency, including emergency accommodation, as of 31st December 2018. 

Duration of Stay by applicants in State provided accommodation in Months.

 0&gt; 3  3&gt;6  6&gt; 9  9&gt;12  12&gt; 18  18&gt; 
24

 24&gt ;36  6&gt; 48  48&gt; 60  60&gt; 72  72&gt; 84  84+

 722  678  469  495  790  565  868  864  289  146  65  142

 11.8%  11.1%  7.7%  8.1%  13.0%  9.3%  14.2%  14.2%  4.7%  2.4%  1.1%  2.3%
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Mean length of Stay: 23 Months

19/02/2019WRM00800Refugee Resettlement Programme

19/02/2019WRM00900289. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the basis on which the 
25 refugees that Ireland agreed to take from a ship (details supplied) in the summer of 2018 
were brought here; and if they were relocated here as refugee protection programme refugees 
or otherwise. [8163/19]

19/02/2019WRM01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
With regard to the vessel referred to by the Deputy, Ireland is one of eight EU Member States 
who, as a gesture of solidarity, agreed to accept some of the migrants who were on board.   

On 1 July 2018 a team from the International Protection Office (IPO) travelled to Malta to 
arrange for 25 migrants from the vessel to transfer to Ireland in line with a commitment given 
by the Government.  Ireland accepted 26 migrants (4 minors and 22 adults) into the State in 
order to have their asylum claims processed by the IPO. 

These migrants were relocated to Ireland under the IRPP (Irish Refugee Protection Pro-
gramme), under the SARS strand (Mediterranean Search and Rescue Missions).  In total 58 
migrants have been accepted under the SARS strand of the IRPP to date.

19/02/2019WRM01100Garda Transport Data

19/02/2019WRM01200290. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of mo-
torbikes purchased for the roads policing unit of An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2016 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and the number that were withdrawn from the fleet 
during same period. [8207/19]

19/02/2019WRM01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been unprec-
edented investment in Garda resources across the State in recent years.  

In relation to Garda vehicles, €46 million has been provided by the Government for invest-
ment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, 
effective and fit-for-purpose fleet allowing Gardaí to be mobile, visible and responsive on the 
roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  This is in addition to the investment of 
almost €30 million in the Garda fleet in the period 2013 to 2015.  I am pleased to confirm that 
a capital allocation of €10 million is available to An Garda Síochána for the purchase of Garda 
vehicles in 2019.  

The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and 
controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána.  This includes 
responsibility for the distribution of Garda resources, including allocation of Garda vehicles 
among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no role in that matter.  I understand 
however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that their optimum use.

For the Deputy’s information, the following table, provided to me by the Garda authorities, 
sets out the number of motorbikes purchased and allocated to Roads Policing in the years re-
quested and the number of motorbikes withdrawn from the fleet over the same period. 
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Year Allocated Withdrawn
2016 48 11
2017 0 11
2018 11 7
2019 (*to 14/02/2019) 0 0

19/02/2019WRM01400Road Traffic Offences

19/02/2019WRM01500291. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress being 
made by the cross agency group on the issue of illegal use of scramblers and quad bikes; the 
outcome of the engagement; the steps that will be taken as a result of the recent report issued by 
the group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8235/19]

19/02/2019WRM01600298. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
work of the inter-agency group to consider problems associated with the widespread and dan-
gerous use of quads and scramblers; if advice has been received from the Attorney General 
in relation to strengthening the law in respect of the use of these vehicles in areas which are 
not public roads in addition to the question of strengthening Garda powers to confiscate the 
vehicles; the way in which he plans to proceed in respect of the issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8336/19]

19/02/2019WRM01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 291 and 298 together.

I appreciate the Deputies’ ongoing concern in relation to this serious public order issue. 

As I have previously outlined, my Department’s main focus over the past number of months 
has been on the consideration of legal advice received from the Office of the Attorney General 
in November.  This required engagement with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
in the context of existing road traffic legislation. 

The Deputies will be aware from my most recent reply that the consensus of both Depart-
ments, and the Office of the Attorney General, is that road traffic and public order legislation 
appear to provide adequate means for prosecuting offences relating to this anti-social behaviour.   

My officials are currently consulting with An Garda Síochána in order to identify any specif-
ic enforcement issues from a Garda perspective insofar as existing road traffic and public order 
legislation is concerned and will convene a cross-agency meeting, comprising the Department 
of Transport, An Garda Síochána and the Office of the Attorney General, in the coming weeks 
in order to identify specific solutions to deal with the misuse of scramblers and quad bikes.  

Insofar as Deputy Curran’s reference to a report issued by the cross-agency grouping is 
concerned, my reference to a report in the House on 13 February was to the legal advice sought 
from the Attorney General in the aftermath of the initial meeting of this grouping, which as I 
indicated above, was received in November.

Enforcement in areas which are not public roads has been problematic but the Deputy will 
appreciate that I am not in a position to provide any further details in relation to the legal advice 
until such time as the current consultations are concluded. 

A further meeting of the local authority taskforce is scheduled for Thursday of this week, 
and my officials will provide an update on the consultations to date.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the taskforce for its input into the current consultations and to extend my 
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appreciation to the community-based organisations and other interested parties that have con-
tributed to the consideration of this matter.  I also acknowledge the contribution of the Finglas 
South Combined Residents Association this month.  Many of the issues raised will be discussed 
at the forthcoming cross-agency meeting and I can assure the Deputies of my ongoing commit-
ment to this matter.

19/02/2019WRM01800Drugs Crime

19/02/2019WRM01900292. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of per-
sons convicted for possession of drugs with a value of more than €13,000; the number that 
received sentences of less than one year, one to three years, three to five years, five to ten years 
and more than ten years, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8237/19]

19/02/2019WRM02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the respon-
sibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which includes 
the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that Section 15A of the Misuse of Drugs Act, 1977 provides for the 
offence relating to possession of drugs with a value of in excess of €12,500.  This is an indict-
able offence that is heard in the Circuit Court. 

The Courts Service has further advised that the Circuit Court statistics are not compiled in 
such a way as to provide information requested by the Deputy with regard to specific offences 
such as offences under Section 15A of the Misuse of Drugs Act, 1977 as requested by the 
Deputy.

The Courts Service has informed me that statistics in relation to Drugs Offences dealt with 
in the Circuit Court in 2017, which would include Section 15A offences, are provided in the 
Annual Report 2017 and are set out in the following table.

Circuit Court – Drugs Offences 2017

Drugs Number
Offences 1,955
Defendants* 557
Guilty pleas 1,158
Trials - Convicted 16
Trials - Acquitted 22
Nolle prosequi 620
TIC non-conviction 174
Quash return for trial 0 
Accused deceased 2
Note: *  There may be more than one offence brought against a defendant. 

The Courts Service is currently compiling the 2018 statistics which should be finalised in 
the coming weeks.

The Courts Service has advised that given the variation in sentences imposed and the fact 
that the suspended element of a sentence varies from cases to case, it is not possible to catego-
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rise the data in relation to the length of sentence as requested by the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRM02100Private Security Industry Regulation

19/02/2019WRM02200293. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
the findings of the working group established to investigate the regulation of private security 
personnel and enforce court orders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8267/19]

19/02/2019WRM02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Working Group on 
the proposed regulation and licensing of security personnel assisting personnel in enforcing 
court orders by the Private Security Authority (PSA) submitted its report to me in January, 
2019.  The Group examined the administrative, legislative, resource, security and other matters 
necessary to bring the regulation and licensing of security personnel assisting those enforcing 
court orders within the remit of the Private Security Authority.

I am consulting with the Attorney General in relation to the report and I will make an an-
nouncement in relation to this matter in due course. 

19/02/2019WRM02400Garda Station Refurbishment

19/02/2019WRM02500294. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans 
for improving Rathmullan Garda station within the Donegal division; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8276/19]

19/02/2019WRM02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been unprecedented investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years, in sup-
port of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence through-
out the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement and provide reas-
surance to citizens and deter crime.

The allocation to An Garda Síochána for 2019 is €1.76 billion and very significant capital 
investment is also being made in An Garda Síochána, including investment of €342 million in 
Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 and 2021; and investment of €46 million in the Garda 
Fleet over the same period.

Considerable capital investment is also being made in the Garda estate.  The Deputy will ap-
preciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  
As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 is an ambitious 5-year pro-
gramme based on agreed Garda priorities, which continues to benefit over 30 locations around 
the country.  It is underpinned by over €60 million in Exchequer funding and also includes a 
major Public Private Partnership (PPP).  The clear goal of this investment is to address deficien-
cies in the Garda estate and provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and staff as 
well as the public interacting with them.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the programme, which is based on agreed Garda 
priorities, includes upgrade works for Donegal Town Garda Station in the Donegal Division, 
but that it does not include plans for refurbishment of Rathmullan Garda Station.
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I am further informed by the Garda authorities that the allocation of resources is kept under 
constant review, in the context of crime trends, policing priorities and operational need, to en-
sure optimum use of resources and provision of the best possible Garda service to the public.

19/02/2019WRM02700Public Inquiries

19/02/2019WRM02800295. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
scoping inquiry into the death of a person (details supplied); when a full inquiry will com-
mence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8282/19]

19/02/2019WRM02900296. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of ac-
tions taken since a Dáil Éireann motion was passed on the death of a person (details supplied) 
in June 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8283/19]

19/02/2019WRM03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 295 and 296 together.

As the Deputy is aware, I recently announced that I was commissioning a scoping exercise 
into the circumstances surrounding the fatal road traffic incident in August 2011 in which a 
young man lost his life so tragically.

Since the Dáil passed a motion last summer I have been considering how best to give effect 
to that motion while at the same time respecting the fact that the Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission, GSOC, was still investigating certain matters arising from the same incident.  In 
this regard I had sought the advice of the Attorney General.

At the end of January, I was notified by GSOC that their investigation has been concluded 
and the report and recommendations had been sent to the Garda Commissioner.  The O’Farrell 
family received a similar notification.  Following this notification, and having informed the 
Government of the approach I had decided to take, I appointed District Court Judge Gerard 
Haughton to conduct a scoping exercise and to advise me in relation to the case.  Judge Haugh-
ton retired from the District Court earlier this month.

I met with members of the family of the young man referred to in the Deputy’s question to 
inform them of the decision.  I subsequently provided them with a copy of the terms of refer-
ence and invited them to give their views on those terms of reference to Judge Haughton.  The 
terms of reference, which I have published on my Department’s website, require Judge Haugh-
ton to provide me with an interim report within 8 weeks of the commencement of the scoping 
exercise.  

I also asked Judge Haughton to contact the family at the earliest opportunity and I under-
stand he has done that.

I am now awaiting a report from Judge Haughton following his engagement with the family 
and when I receive that I will be in a position to finalise the terms of reference for the scoping 
exercise.

 I want to thank Judge Haughton for undertaking this exercise.

19/02/2019WRM03200Road Traffic Offences Data

19/02/2019WRM03300297. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
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fines issued to cars parked on pavements since 2012 in each county and city council; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8327/19]

19/02/2019WRM03400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that my Department is not responsible for road traffic enforcement, which is an operational 
matter for An Garda Síochána.  However, to be of assistance, I have asked An Garda Síochána 
whether it is possible to extract the specific Fixed Charge Notice statistics sought in response 
to your query.

I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of a Garda response.

Question No. 298 answered with Question No. 291.

19/02/2019WRM03600Legal Aid Service Reform

19/02/2019WRM03700299. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the rationale 
for the recently announced changes to the legal aid terms and conditions that support debtors in 
appealing rejected personal insolvency arrangements; the impact the change will make; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8403/19]

19/02/2019WRM03750300. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on 
whether the removal of automatic entitlement to junior counsel for S115A applications will ad-
versely impact the equality of arms between a debtor and their personal insolvency practitioner 
and the relevant creditor; the extent to which the legal assistance of solely a solicitor will be 
sufficient to engage with the counsel and senior counsel working on behalf of a creditor in the 
Circuit or High Court; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8404/19]

19/02/2019WRM03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to reply to the 
Deputy’s Questions Nos. 299 and 300 together.

As the Deputy is aware, under section 115A of the Personal Insolvency Act, if creditors 
refuse a reasonable personal insolvency proposal by a borrower to resolve his/her mortgage ar-
rears, the borrower’s Personal Insolvency Practitioner (PIP) can apply to the Court for review. 
The Court has power to impose the proposal on creditors, if satisfied that it is fair and reason-
able to all parties, thereby removing the so-called “bank veto”.

 Furthermore, as the Deputy is aware, under the Abhaile Scheme, legal aid may be provided 
to an insolvent borrower to seek a personal insolvency review under s. 115A of the Personal 
Insolvency Acts, if the proposal refused by their creditors includes resolving the mortgage ar-
rears on their home. Funding may also be provided for appeals by a borrower in s. 115A cases. 
A number of appeal cases have already been funded to the High Court, and a small number, to 
the Court of Appeal.

Where legal aid is certified under Abhaile in such cases, there is no charge to the borrower. 
Abhaile pays fixed fees to the personal insolvency practitioner (PIP), solicitor, junior counsel 
and where needed, senior counsel, representing the borrower. 

 The Legal Aid Board has already certified over 1,000 personal insolvency review cases for 
legal aid under Abhaile, and it is continuing to provide legal aid for personal insolvency reviews 
on this basis. I should add that in the year ending 30 June 2018, 64% of such cases were decided 
in favour of the borrower.

The Deputy’s questions refer to adjustments in the fees payable to professionals for Abhaile 
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legal aid in such cases, which were notified by the Legal Aid Board at the end of January. I 
should clarify that there are no changes to the level of service which borrowers are expected to 
receive, or to the eligibility of borrowers for Abhaile support.

These are reasonable adjustments, which represent proper management of taxpayers’ mon-
ey, while ensuring that the borrowers are fully legally protected.

It would be incorrect to suggest that these changes will have any negative effect on access of 
Abhaile clients to the necessary processes, including court processes, to get them to a solution. 
Nor will they adversely impact equality of arms between a borrower and their PIP, on the one 
hand, and an objecting creditor, on the other.

Firstly, as regards representation by counsel: a borrower will continue to be represented in 
s. 115A cases by a personal insolvency practitioner, a solicitor, and as needed, by junior and 
senior counsel.

The Board has indicated that barristers will not be approved automatically in every case. 
There is no other area of civil legal aid where that is the case – and it is obvious that it may not 
be always be necessary to approve counsel, for example, in a personal insolvency review case 
which is undefended.

However, the revised terms and conditions set out by the Legal Aid Board expressly indicate 
that in personal insolvency review cases,  junior and (as needed) senior counsel will continue 
to be approved ‘where there are legal complexities that require the involvement of counsel’ 
and this is expressly explained as including where a creditor raises legal issues that need to be 
argued by a barrister in court. Counsel may also be approved on a case by case basis if there are 
exceptional circumstances, at the Board’s discretion.

Many personal insolvency review cases raise complex questions of law. I and my Depart-
ment are fully aware of the nature of the cases brought and decided over the past three years. 
Indeed, in January this year, on the launch of the Abhaile second year Report, I specifically 
underlined the priority that I attach to the good work being done under Abhaile, and to ensuring 
that the personal insolvency review can function effectively.

More broadly, I would point out that under the changes announced by the Legal Aid Board 
the normal fees for a PIP or a solicitor for a defended personal insolvency court review are 
unchanged.

However, two reasonable changes are being introduced to the fees payable for all profes-
sionals. Firstly, the full fee will not be payable in undefended cases, where no creditor opposes 
the court review. Secondly, personal insolvency cases often involve parallel applications by 
both partners, where a couple has the same home mortgage. In practice, the vast majority of 
parallel applications are treated by the courts as one single case. There is no reason for taxpay-
ers to cover two full fees in such cases, and they will be payable at a full fee for one spouse and 
a reduced (10%) fee for the second spouse, representing the actual extra work involved. 

These are manifestly reasonable changes.

Finally, barristers’ fixed fees are being reduced, but only to bring them into line with fees 
payable in other areas of civil legal aid where complex legal or procedural issues also arise.

My Department and the Legal Aid Board will continue to keep this area under close review, 
to ensure that Abhaile borrowers continue to have the necessary level of representation before 
the courts in personal insolvency review cases. This reflects the Government’s commitment to 
supporting borrowers who are trying to resolve their home mortgage arrears in a manner which 
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is fair and reasonable to all concerned, and to keeping people in their homes where at all pos-
sible.

19/02/2019WRM04200Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRM04300301. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with a value in excess of 
€10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to 
date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8427/19]

19/02/2019WRM04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Capital projects in the 
Justice Sector are undertaken, in the main, by bodies under the aegis of the Department of Jus-
tice and Equality rather than by the Department itself, or are managed by the Office of Public 
Works on behalf of the Department and its Agencies.  

I can confirm that there were no capital projects completed by my Department (that is, under 
Vote 24) in the period in question with a value in excess of €10 million.  Therefore no such cost 
overruns were incurred by my Department. 

I have requested that relevant agencies under the remit of my Department, and operating 
under a separate vote structure (An Garda Síochána, Irish Prison Service and Courts Service) 
respond directly to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRM04500Immigration Status

19/02/2019WRM04600302. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of application for permission to remain in the case of a person (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8487/19]

19/02/2019WRM04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned. 

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will 
be fully considered, under Section 3(6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

19/02/2019WRM04800Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRM04900303. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of State 
contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 2011 to date in 
his Department or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the reason the lowest tender or bid 
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was not chosen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8805/19]

19/02/2019WRM05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that the information sought cannot be provided in the time allowed. As soon as the in-
formation has been collated I will write to the Deputy on the matter. 

In addition I have asked that the agencies which fall under the remit of this Department 
respond to you directly on the question raised. 

19/02/2019WRM05100Industrial Development

19/02/2019WRM05200304. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of a replacement pharmaceutical industry for a company (details supplied) in view of 
correspondence from the company to the community detailing the wind down of its operations 
by mid-2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7767/19]

19/02/2019WRM05300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
November 2015, Roche Holding AG announced its regrettable decision to close its facility in 
Clarecastle, following a review of its worldwide manufacturing network.  This review also re-
sulted in closures at plants in other international locations. 

Since that announcement was made, the IDA has worked to identify a new buyer for the 
facility.  This has included actively promoting the site to existing clients and potential investors.  
However, I understand that, despite extensive efforts, no offer has been made for the site to date. 

While I remain very disappointed by the closure of this facility, I welcome the continuing 
overseas investment in Clare, where there are 66 IDA client companies employing a total of 
6,948 people.  The IDA, in promoting Clare as an investment destination, markets the county 
as part of the Mid-West region along with Limerick and North Tipperary.  The overall trend for 
employment in multinationals across that region is positive.  The total employment in overseas 
companies in the Mid-West now stands at almost 19,000 people across 125 client companies.

Recent investment announcements by overseas companies reflect the potential of Clare and 
the surrounding area to attract high-quality FDI.  The decision by Jaguar Land Rover to establish 
a new software engineering facility in Shannon, for example, shows that the region can attract 
high-tech investment and the employment opportunities associated with such projects.  Beck-
man Coulter’s announcement that they are to expand their current facility with the addition of 
70 new roles is further evidence of the area’s attractiveness to investors.  Edwards Lifesciences 
have also established a new facility in Shannon which was officially opened last summer. 

Of course, indigenous enterprise also has a critical role to play in the region.  That is re-
flected in the Regional Action Plan for Jobs initiative (RAPJ), which is a central pillar of the 
Government’s ambition to create 135,000 new jobs outside of Dublin by 2020.  A key objective 
of each of the plans is to have a further 10 to 15 per cent at work in each region by 2020, with 
the unemployment rate of each region within one percentage point of the national average.  
Since the launch of the RAPJ in 2015, there are now 18,800 more people in employment in the 
Mid-West and the unemployment rate is now at 7.2%.

I am confident that we will continue to build on this strong employment base – both FDI and 
indigenous driven – in the region and in Clare in the coming months and years.

19/02/2019WRM05400Departmental Budgets
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19/02/2019WRM05500305. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the parts of her  budget she plans to cut for the savings required to fund the overrun in the 
national children’s hospital; the amount her Department will contribute in 2019; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7916/19]

19/02/2019WRM05600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
wish to confirm to the Deputy that the re-scheduling of capital monies to accommodate the ad-
ditional costs associated with the National Children’s Hospital this year will not impact on my 
department’s Budget.  Accordingly the capital allocation for use by my Department in 2019 is 
€620m as published in the 2019 Revised Estimates Volume.

19/02/2019WRM05700Competition and Consumer Protection Commission Reports

19/02/2019WRM05800306. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion when she expects the report from the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission 
on motor insurance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8063/19]

19/02/2019WRM05900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission is the statutory independent body respon-
sible for the enforcement of domestic and EU competition law in the State.  

Section 9(5) of the Competition and Consumer Protection Act 2014 provides that the Com-
mission is independent in the performance of its functions, including carrying out investigations 
of alleged anti-competitive practices.  As investigations and enforcement matters generally are 
part of the day-to-day operational work of the Commission, I as the Minister for Business, En-
terprise and Innovation have no direct function in the matter.

19/02/2019WRM06000Green Enterprise

19/02/2019WRM06100307. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
areas in the green economy in which she plans to prioritise job creation and economic green 
growth; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8234/19]

19/02/2019WRM06200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am 
very much aware that climate change represents a significant challenge for our economy and 
society.  My Department’s vision is to make Ireland the best place to succeed in business, de-
livering sustainable full employment and higher standards of living across all regions of the 
country.  It incorporates climate action into policymaking, and through our supporting agencies 
by funding research related to climate change and assisting enterprises to reduce emissions and 
achieve greater energy efficiency.

In terms of enterprise policy, Enterprise 2025 Renewed, the Government’s national en-
terprise strategy, recognises the effects of climate change and the imperative for sustainable 
development.  The development of the green economy presents commercial opportunities to 
companies across many sectors in Ireland, in addition to the desired environmental benefits.  
Enterprise 2025 Renewed recognises that enterprises and enterprise policy have key roles to 
play to support, develop and adopt innovative technologies, products and services that increase 
efficiencies, reduce waste and deliver sustainable development.  The ambitions set out in Enter-
prise 2025 Renewed are given effect through supporting strategies such as Innovation 2020 as 
well as through the National Planning Framework which has a strong focus on the development 
of sustainable enterprises.
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The bioeconomy and circular economy are seen as both a means to support the modernisa-
tion and strengthening of Ireland’s industrial base based on the creation of new value chains 
and greener, more cost-effective industrial processes, and to create a more sustainable economy 
based on circular production and consumption practices.  The bioeconomy and circular econo-
my present a range of potential opportunities for firms, ranging from micro-enterprises to SMEs 
to large firms.  These potential opportunities span the economy, from food, forestry and marine, 
to biomaterials and biochemicals, to bioenergy and biofuels.  State-owned and semi-state com-
panies as well as social enterprises are also engaging with the opportunities presented. 

The transition to a low carbon economy is a central component in Future Jobs Ireland, a new 
cross- Government economic framework to prepare Ireland for the challenges and opportuni-
ties ahead in terms of the transition to a digital and low carbon economy. 

Future Jobs Ireland focuses on five pillars namely:

1.   Increasing SME productivity; 

2.   Embracing innovation and technological change; 

3.   Enhancing skills and developing and attracting talent;

4.   Increasing participation in the labour force; and

5.   Transitioning to the low carbon economy.

The development and implementation of Future Jobs Ireland is being led jointly by the 
Department of the Taoiseach and my Department.  However, Future Jobs Ireland is a whole of 
Government approach aiming to enhance the productivity performance of our SMEs; ensure 
quality and sustainable jobs; and build a resilient and innovative economy.  It will ensure our 
enterprises and workers are well positioned to adapt to the technological and other transforma-
tional changes our economy and society will face in the years ahead.

The work so far has included extensive consultation, the highlight of which was the Na-
tional Summit on 22nd November last which saw over 200 participants engage with me and a 
number of my Ministerial colleagues, including the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment, Mr Richard Bruton, T.D., to help shape the Future Jobs Ireland agenda. 

We know the move to a low-carbon economy will radically change important sectors of the 
economy, but it will also present new opportunities to those firms on the cutting edge of this 
transition.  I recognise that we need to support our enterprises and workers in navigating the 
transition to a digital and low carbon economy.  Through Future Jobs Ireland, we envisage the 
creation of a Transition Teams model to help prepare enterprises in declining sectors and work-
ers in vulnerable job roles to take steps to secure their future.  

At the same time, in order to exploit the economic and job creation opportunities presented 
by the transition, Future Jobs Ireland will ensure we have the right skills and the right regu-
latory, funding and policy environment in place to do so.  Future Jobs Ireland also aims to 
maximise the potential of the circular and bioeconomy to promote rural economic development 
and growth and to drive sustainable economic development as we transition to a low carbon 
economy.

Government is expected to consider Future Jobs Ireland 2019 later this month with a view 
to launching the report at the end of February.

Finally, my Department is working closely with the Department of Communications, Cli-
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mate Action and Environment in its preparation of the new All of Government Climate Plan.  It 
will be aligned with Future Jobs Ireland 2019 and my Department’s Regional Enterprise Plans.  
Of particular relevance to economic green growth is the use of networks of businesses to deploy 
initiatives that reduce carbon emissions.  Job opportunities arise in the manufacture of environ-
mental goods, and provision of environmental services (e.g. renewable energy, efficient energy 
use and management) and includes employment across a wide range of other sectors including 
ICT, food, tourism, construction and financial services.

19/02/2019WRM06300Trade Agreements

19/02/2019WRM06400308. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
Ireland or the EU has a free trade agreement with the Philippines; if no trade agreement exists, 
the applicable duty for exports from the EU to the Philippines; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [8256/19]

19/02/2019WRM06500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In-
ternational Trade Policy is a competence of the EU Commission under the EU Treaties and 
defined as the Common Commercial Policy.  Under this architecture the Commission makes 
legislative proposals and leads on international trade negotiations and the Member States ap-
prove negotiating directives (mandates) and engage with the Commission on the substance of 
all trade proposals through various Committees, including the Trade Policy Committee, and at 
Ministerial level through the Trade Council.  Equally, Member States, at Council level, approve 
or reject the terms of Free Trade Agreements when negotiated. 

In 2007, the EU began negotiating a region-to-region Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) of which The Philippines is a member.  In 
2009, a mutual decision was made to pause these region-to-region negotiations.  The EU began 
to pursue FTAs with individual ASEAN countries as building blocks towards a wider region-
to-region FTA. 

The EU signed an FTA with Singapore in 2018; has completed negotiations with Vietnam; 
and aims to conclude FTA negotiations with Indonesia by the end of 2019.

Negotiations for an EU-Philippines trade and investment agreement were launched on 22nd 
December 2015.  To date there have been two rounds of negotiations.  The first round took place 
in Brussels in December 2015 and the recent round of talks took place in Cebu City in the Phil-
ippines in February 2017.  No date has been agreed for further negotiations.

Ireland, the EU, and the Philippines are members of the World Trade Organisation.  Ireland 
and all other EU countries export goods to the Philippines under the tariff rates and quotas 
determined by the Philippines which are set out in the Philippines’ schedule of commitments 
under the WTO’s General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).  Services are tariff-free and 
are traded under the General Agreement of Trade in Services (GATS). 

For tariff purposes goods are divided into several thousand individual tariff lines with vary-
ing levels of custom duties applying to these tariff lines.

The Philippines, as a developing country, benefits from the Generalised Scheme of Prefer-
ences (GSP) which is a special incentive arrangement for Sustainable Development and Good 
Governance.  The Philippines has GSP+ status which means over 66% of EU tariff lines are 
suspended for exports from the Philippines to the EU.

The European Commission’s Market Access Database contains information on tariffs ap-
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plying to the exports of goods from the EU to non-EU countries as well as EU tariffs on goods 
imported from outside the EU.  The database can be consulted to identify the applicable tariff 
for any given product.

Information on exports can be found at http://madb.europa.eu/madb/Information on imports 
can be found at http://madb.europa.eu/madb/euTariffs.htm

19/02/2019WRN00200Departmental Funding

19/02/2019WRN00300309. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion further to Parliamentary Question No. 282 of 29 January 2019, the funding for ehubs pro-
vided for entrepreneurship and start-ups in each local authority and local enterprise office by 
county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8360/19]

19/02/2019WRN00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
stated in my previous reply to Parliamentary Question No. 282 of 29 January 2019, while there 
is no specific funding stream for ehubs, in terms of developing regional ehubs, a number of 
projects which have been offered funding under, for example, the Regional Enterprise Devel-
opment Fund, are already prototype ehubs and should develop over time into more sustainable 
ehubs in their own right.  The relevant projects funded as part of the first and second Calls of the 
REDF that I launched in December 2017 and December 2018 are set out in the following tables.   

In the context of the further development of ehubs, as envisaged in Project Ireland 2040, in 
support of efforts to expand entrepreneurship and start-ups in every region, Enterprise Ireland 
is addressing the need to expand and further develop co-working initiatives including through 
existing community enterprise centres. 

REDF funding for eHubs/Enterprise Spaces/Incubation/Food-Hubs/Co-Working 

Call 1

Name Region County/Counties Funding   Amount
RDI Hub CLG       South-West Kerry €3,614,669
Dublin Enterprise & 
Technology Centre

Dublin Dublin €3,226,776

BIA Innovator Campus 
CLG

West Galway €2,466,148

Ghala DAC Dublin Dublin €2,488,528
Donegal Digital Innovation 
CLG

North-West Donegal €1,119,640

Leitrim County Enterprise 
Fund

North-West Leitrim, Longford, 
Cavan

€1,284,000

Insurtech Network Centre 
DAC

South-East Carlow, Wexford €1,439,832

Cork Urban Enterprises West Cork €669,064
County Kildare 
Community Network              

Mid-East Kildare €1,917,200

Monaghan County 
Enterprise Fund

North-East Monaghan €202,800
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Sneem Innovation & 
Tech Services

South-West Kerry €250,000

Mol Teic CLG South-West Kerry €189,144
Social & Local Enterprise 
Alliance DAC

Dublin Dublin €1,135,195

Call 2

Name Region County/Counties Funding 
Amount

Galway City Innovation Dis-
trict CLG

West Galway €2,487,400

Midc Páirc Na Mara West Galway €2,000,000
Ludgate Operations CLG                South-West Cork €1,990,392
Vista Agri 4.0 Hub CLG South-West Cork, Kerry, Waterford, 

Tipperary
€1,865,215

National Design Innovation 
Hub DAC              

South-East Kilkenny, Carlow €1,843,320

Boyne Valley Food Innovation 
District

Mid-East Meath, Cavan, 
Monaghan, Louth

€1,580,640

Mountmellick Development 
Association         

Midlands Laois €218,200

Offaly Innovation & Design 
Centre CLG         

Midlands Offaly €458,600

Innovate Limerick T/A 
Hospital Food Units DAC

Mid-West Limerick, Clare, 
Tipperary

€2,279,073

Innovate Dublin Communities 
CLG            

Dublin Dublin €249,955

SPADE CLG Dublin Dublin €2,094,000
Leitrim Food Enterprise Zone 
CLG

North-West Leitrim, Cavan, Sligo, 
Donegal

€953,640

Sligo County Enterprise Fund 
CLG

North-West Sligo, Mayo, Leitrim €1,906,640

19/02/2019WRN00500Brexit Supports

19/02/2019WRN00600310. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of applicants and participants in Brexit schemes and supports provided by her Depart-
ment or agencies under her remit in tabular form; and the amount allocated to and expended by 
each such scheme in each year since being established. [8406/19]

19/02/2019WRN00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department and its agencies are working to provide extensive supports, schemes and advice to 
ensure that businesses are prepared for Brexit. These measures aim to assist businesses in iden-
tifying key risk areas and the practical preparatory actions to be taken over the coming weeks.

In addition to the direct supports outlined in the following table, my Department and I have 
been very active in the ‘Getting Ireland Brexit Ready’ public information campaign. This cam-
paign includes workshop events throughout the country aimed primarily at business and people 
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most impacted by Brexit. Officials from my Department and agencies also participated in the 
Getting Ireland Brexit Ready events, which included Enterprise Ireland, IDA, the LEOs, NSAI 
and the HSA.  

Further to the table below, increased funding has been allocated to Brexit-related support 
from my Department and its agencies as part of Budget 2019. An additional €5 million capital 
funding has been allocated to the Local Enterprise Offices, an increase of 22%, and a further 
€1 million allocated to InterTrade Ireland to help SMEs prepare for the particular North-South 
challenges associated with Brexit. Additional resources have also been distributed across En-
terprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, Science Foundation Ireland and the Health and Safety Authority.

Work continues on the development of the Future Growth Loan Scheme, which will provide 
a longer-term facility, 8 to 10 years, of up to €300m to support strategic capital investment for 
a post-Brexit environment by business at competitive rates. SBCI open call to financial institu-
tion for the designation as lending partner has closed on 11 February and it is expected that the 
Scheme will become available in early 2019. 

While many businesses have taken preparedness actions, a number have yet to do so. It is 
vital that businesses prepare themselves for Brexit impacts and take actions to mitigate. Firms 
that do business with the UK, whether buying goods or exporting products, should examine 
their supply chains to determine their vulnerabilities and take appropriate action.

 Scheme    Uptake as at 31 January   
Brexit Loan Scheme 433 applications received, 386 approved by 

SBCI, 81 Loans progressed to sanction at 
bank level to a value of €17.32 million (this 
figure as at 18 February)

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Scorecard - online 
platform for Irish   companies to self-assess 
their exposure to Brexit 

4,062 Brexit Scorecards have been com-
pleted. 722 LEO clients have completed the 
scorecard.

Enterprise Ireland Be Prepared Grant 156 Be Prepared Grants have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Market Discovery Fund 
- A support to EI   clients to research new   
markets

241 projects have been approved under this 
initiative

Enterprise Ireland Agile Innovation Fund - 
Gives rapid fast-track   access to innovation 
funding

40 Agile Innovation projects have been ap-
proved

Enterprise Ireland Brexit Advisory Clinics 11 Brexit Advisory Clinics have been run 
with approx. 915 in attendance

Enterprise Ireland Brexit “Act On Pro-
gramme” – A support funding   the engage-
ment of a consultant to devise report with 
recommendations to help clients address 
weaknesses and improve resilience

190 “Act on” Plans have been completed

Enterprise Ireland Strategic Consultancy 
Grant – A grant to   assist EI clients to hire a 
strategic consultant for a set period

1,053 Strategic Consultancy Grants have 
been   approved

Enterprise Ireland Brexit-exposed com-
panies that have completed   sustainable 
growth plans

739
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 Scheme    Uptake as at 31 January   
Local Enterprise Office Technical Assis-
tance Grant for Micro Export - an incentive 
for LEO clients to explore and develop new 
market opportunities

431 clients were approved assistance under 
the Technical Assistance Grant

Local Enterprise Office LEAN for Micro - 
The LEO Lean4Micro offer was developed 
in collaboration between the EI Lean de-
partment and the LEOs to tailor the EI Lean 
offer for LEO micro enterprise clients

221 LEO clients have participated in the 
programme   

Local Enterprise Office Mentoring 479 mentoring participants solely focused 
on Brexit   

Local Enterprise Office Brexit Seminars/
Events 

4,054 Participants at the Brexit Information 
events   

InterTradeIreland Brexit Advisory Service 515 SMEs have directly engaged with the 
Brexit Advisory Service in 2019. This is in 
addition to the 4,175 engagements in 2018. 

InterTradeIreland Brexit Start to Plan 
Vouchers

There have been 945 applications, with 789 
approved and 16 still pending assessment. 

19/02/2019WRN00800Brexit Preparations

19/02/2019WRN00900311. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the meetings she has had with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport since becoming 
Minister regarding increasing ferry shipping capacity and infrastructure development at Irish 
ports including roll-on and roll-off facilities for businesses exporting to continental Europe in 
the event of a no-deal Brexit in tabular form; the funding allocated and spent annually since 
the Brexit referendum on increasing shipping capacity and infrastructure development at Irish 
ports including roll-on and roll-off facilities; the contingencies and supports in place for trading 
enterprises in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if a request has been made to the EU Commis-
sion for state aid flexibility in this regard in order to support exposed exporting companies that 
will incur increased costs in the event of a no-deal Brexit. [8407/19]

19/02/2019WRN01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
have engaged in regular meetings with all my Ministerial colleagues regarding a wide variety 
of Brexit implications since the announcement of the UK to leave the EU.  However, invest-
ment in Irish shipping capacity and infrastructure is a matter for my colleague the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport to address.

In relation to State Aid, my Department and its agencies have been working closely with the 
EU Commission and DG Competition since November 2017 through the Irish/EU Technical 
Working Group on State Aid.  The objective of the Group is to scope and design schemes to 
support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with State Aid rules.  Much has been achieved 
by this Working Group.  It has examined and explored a range of opportunities within State Aid 
rules including the development of the Future Growth Loan Scheme under GBER rules, the 
expansion of Ireland’s Rescue and Restructuring Scheme to include Temporary liquidity aid 
and the Group is currently working closely with DG Agri to explore the range of opportunities 
under the Agriculture and Forestry State aid guidelines.  It has looked at regionally important, 
exposed clients and their building resilience in their response to Brexit by using environmental 
and innovation aid.
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On 24th January 2019, I met with the European Commissioner for Competition, Margrethe 
Vestager.  The focus of the meeting centered around the severe challenges that Irish businesses 
will face when the UK leaves the EU and the need for appropriate and timely State supports.  
It was agreed that Irish officials will continue to work closely with the Commissioner’s team 
in addressing any State aid issues that may arise to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as 
the ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level implication become known.  The Commissioner 
emphasized that the Commission stands ready to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts 
of Brexit on Irish firms.

19/02/2019WRN01100Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRN01200312. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if her attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within her Department with a value 
in excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 
to 2018 and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8416/19]

19/02/2019WRN01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): It 
is important to point out to the Deputy that the majority of the capital expenditure under my 
Department’s vote is not project focussed but rather is mainly by way of grants to support the 
multi-annual programmes of our enterprise development and innovation agencies.

The Enterprise Development supports are mainly by way of grants to our Enterprise Agen-
cies such as the IDA to enable them to attract Foreign Direct Investment and to EI, the Local 
Enterprise Offices and Intertrade Ireland to enable them to support local indigenous and cross 
border businesses to start, scale and export. My Department’s Jobs and Enterprise Development 
Programme also supports a number of specific initiatives in the area of access to finance for 
SMEs and other indigenous businesses.

The Innovation supports are mainly to research focussed bodies such as SFI, Enterprise 
Ireland, the Tyndall Institute, and supporting Ireland’s membership of International Research 
Organisations such as the European Space Agency, the European Southern Observatory and 
other Research focussed Agencies.

The Deputy will appreciate, therefore, that the nature of my Department’s capital expendi-
ture is programme rather than project focused. 

The capital allocations to my Department for the years referred to in the Deputy’s question 
are set out in the following Table:

Year Capital Allocation 
2016 €503m 
2017 €555m 
2018 €555m 
2019 €620m 

While my Department did not incur an excess on its capital allocations in any of the years 
in question, the Department has had Supplementary Estimates in 2016, 2017 and 2018. The 
Supplementary Estimates in 2017 and 2018 were technical in their nature and essentially per-
mitted the redistribution of savings within our Vote to other priorities/new initiatives. The 2016 
Supplementary Estimate also permitted the Department to redistribute savings from within our 
Vote but also provided the Department with an additional €35m in Savings on other Votes in 
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that year. Again, this allowed funding to be provided to priority/new initiatives in 2016. Some 
of the priority/new initiatives funded through the aforementioned redistributions included pro-
viding a further tranche of funding to Microfinance Ireland in 2016, funding the launch of the 
Brexit Loan Scheme in 2017 and funding the launch of the first phase of the Future Growth 
Loan Scheme in 2018.

19/02/2019WRN01400Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRN01500313. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of State contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 
2011 to date in her Department or by bodies under the aegis of her Department; the reason the 
lowest tender or bid was not chosen; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8800/19]

19/02/2019WRN01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): It has 
not been possible to provide a reply in the time available. I will provide a reply to the Deputy 
once it has been collated.

19/02/2019WRN01700Medicinal Products Licensing

19/02/2019WRN01800314. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health his plans to legislate for the produc-
tion of a crop (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7814/19]

19/02/2019WRN01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under current legislation - the Misuse of 
Drugs Acts 1977-2016, and the Regulations made thereunder- it is an offence to cultivate, im-
port, export, produce, supply and possess cannabis except in accordance with a Ministerial 
licence.  A related piece of Irish legislation, the Misuse of Drugs (Designation) Order 2017, 
limits the purposes for which such licences for cannabis can be issued, for example for forensic 
analysis or research - including research involving the cultivation of cannabis for use in ap-
proved clinical trials.

Policy to date has not permitted the cultivation of cannabis for medical purposes and no 
licences have been issued for this activity. However recent developments on access to cannabis 
for medical use may prompt a review of this position in the future. 

However, the Department’s priority at this time is the sourcing of suitable quality approved, 
affordable, finished cannabis products for medical purposes.

19/02/2019WRN02000HSE Staff

19/02/2019WRN02100315. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the details of the four year lookback 
rule in respect of HSE employees seeking to avail of sick pay; if the maximum number of sick 
days availed of in the rolling four year period is 183 paid sick days or a combination of 183 paid 
and unpaid sick days; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8022/19]

19/02/2019WRN02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

19/02/2019WRN02300Mental Health Services Provision
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19/02/2019WRN02400316. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has not had a response from CAMHS and consultants when contacted; the steps the 
person should take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8164/19]

19/02/2019WRN02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRN02600Respite Care Services Provision

19/02/2019WRN02700317. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of respite care for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7664/19]

19/02/2019WRN02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRN02900Patient Files

19/02/2019WRN03000318. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will be requested to 
amend the file of a person (details supplied) to reflect an illness diagnosed in 1994 and 1995 in 
view of the fact that his or her file does not include same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7674/19]

19/02/2019WRN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The recording of a diagnosis, and other 
clinical details on a patient’s healthcare record, is an issue between the patient and his clinician 
and not an issue in which I can have any involvement.  It is my understanding that if a patient 
wishes to have their clinical record amended, the patient may make  such a request to the indi-
vidual hospital concerned and/or the HSE Data Protection Office. 

19/02/2019WRN03200Youth Services

19/02/2019WRN03300319. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 662 of 15 January 2019, if the changes referred to will not impact on the range 
of services provided or the access criteria for the services in view of the experience of previous 
clients of the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7681/19]

19/02/2019WRN03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I understand that the Deputy has already 
received the confirmation required in the HSE response to PQ No. 54508/18 which indicates 
that “the reorganisation of the governance structure of the Youth Health Service (YHS) will not 
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impact in any way on the range of services provided or the access criteria for these services”.

19/02/2019WRN03500National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRN03600320. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the role played by a compa-
ny (details supplied) in evaluating the tenders for the national children’s hospital; if conflicts of 
interest exist with the main contractor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7683/19]

19/02/2019WRN03700330. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding price comparisons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7732/19]

19/02/2019WRN03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 320 and 
330 together.

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board which has statutory responsibility for 
planning, designing, building, furnishing and equipping the new children’s hospital has advised 
me that the company in question played no role in  evaluating tenders for the children’s hospital. 

The HSE commissioned the review by the company in question into the cost escalation re-
lating to the new children’s hospital project.  Accordingly, regarding the issue of any potential 
conflict  between that company and the Main Contractor, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly.

19/02/2019WRN03900Medicinal Products Regulation

19/02/2019WRN04000321. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the findings of research under-
taken by the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics into the potential effect of broadening the 
health technology criteria for assessing orphan drugs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7690/19]

19/02/2019WRN04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised by the National Centre for 
Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) that it periodically  conducts and publishes peer reviewed re-
search in the area of Health Technology  Assessments.  This research is to ensure that the meth-
ods used are robust and are in  line with best practice. More recent research has examined the 
methods used for  orphan drug evaluation and tested a number of measures that have been used 
in  other countries for evaluation of this group of technologies.  

The NCPE has advised that the research is due for publication later this year and that it 
would  be happy to share the findings once published.  

19/02/2019WRN04200Brexit Issues

19/02/2019WRN04300322. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if he has reviewed the possible im-
pact of Brexit on patients accessing healthcare in the UK under the cross-border directive; and 
his plans to deal with all eventualities.  [7693/19]

19/02/2019WRN04400331. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the cross-border directive; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [7738/19]
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19/02/2019WRN04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 322 and 
331 together.

The HSE operates the EU Cross Border Directive (CBD) in Ireland. Patients in Ireland can 
seek to be referred to another EU/EEA member state for medical treatment that is available in 
the public health service in Ireland. The patient may access the overseas service in either the 
public or private health sector of the EU/EEA member state they choose to receive the service 
in. The patient pays for the treatment and claims reimbursement from the HSE at the cost of that 
treatment in Ireland or the cost of it abroad, whichever is the lesser.

As part of a whole of Government response to Brexit, the Department of Health is working 
to ensure a comprehensive and coordinated set of preparations to ensure continuity of health 
services post-Brexit. 

Work is ongoing to ensure that insofar as possible there is minimum disruption to health 
services and that essential services are maintained on a Cross-Border, all-island and Ireland-UK 
basis.

It should also be noted that post-Brexit, patients in Ireland can continue to seek to be re-
ferred to the remaining EU/EEA member states for treatment under the CBD.

19/02/2019WRN04600HSE Expenditure

19/02/2019WRN04700323. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to review a mat-
ter (details supplied) in regard to HSE spending; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7695/19]

19/02/2019WRN04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Organisation for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (OECD), World Health Organisation and Eurostat have developed the 
System of Health Accounts which allows comparable estimates of health expenditure to be 
made between countries.

The System of Health Accounts   provides a standard framework for producing a set of com-
prehensive, consistent and internationally comparable estimates of health expenditure. Total 
health expenditure for the United Kingdom is reported under this system. Comparable expendi-
ture by regions of the UK is not published. Therefore, it is not currently possible to undertake a 
direct comparison between health expenditure in Ireland and Scotland.

There are a variety of factors that need to be considered/adjusted for when comparing health 
systems between countries. These include:

-  Variances in how System of Health Accounts expenditure data is compiled across coun-
tries;

-  Population health, age structure and behavioural characteristics;

-  The basis on which the health system is organised, provided, and financed; and,

-  Wider issues such as the size and structure of the economy. 

The Department is undertaking work to examine how the system of health accounts expen-
diture data can be better employed to undertake cross-country comparative analysis with OECD 
countries. This will be published when it has been finalised.
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19/02/2019WRN04900Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRN05000324. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7696/19]

19/02/2019WRN05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRN05200Disability Support Services

19/02/2019WRN05300325. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the alternative local supports be-
ing put in place due to the crisis situation at a centre (details supplied); the status of the matter; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7722/19]

19/02/2019WRN05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRN05500General Practitioner Services

19/02/2019WRN05600326. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the hours of service each day of 
Caredoc in south County Tipperary and Shannondoc in north County Tipperary; the location of 
the service in each area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7723/19]

19/02/2019WRN05700327. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of calls received by 
Caredoc in south County Tipperary and Shannondoc in north County Tipperary in each of the 
years 2016 to 2018; the number of those calls attended by the general practitioner on duty; the 
number instructed to attend accident and emergency departments; the number for which an am-
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bulance was requested; the number that received a phone call or phone calls only for the same 
period in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7724/19]

19/02/2019WRN05800352. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitio-
ners on duty in Caredoc, south County Tipperary and Shannondoc in north County Tipperary, 
respectively, between 10 p.m. and 8 a.m; the number of calls each service received in 2018 
between these times; the number referred to accident and emergency departments; the number 
that received a call out from the general practitioner; the number that had an ambulance called 
out to attend; the number that received a phone call only between these times; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7835/19]

19/02/2019WRN05900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 326, 327 
and 352 together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRN06100Medicinal Products Availability

19/02/2019WRN06200328. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health the status of the approval of the 
drug Spinraza for availability under the general medical services system; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7727/19]

19/02/2019WRN06300383. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if the drug known as Spinraza 
will be made available to persons with spinal muscular atrophy; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8009/19]

19/02/2019WRN06400388. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health when Spinraza treatment will 
be rolled out to persons with spinal muscular atrophy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8028/19]

19/02/2019WRN06500395. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a drug (details supplied) 
will be made available. [8119/19]

19/02/2019WRN06600415. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
on making Spinraza available to children with spinal muscular atrophy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8205/19]

19/02/2019WRN06700434. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of the application for 
reimbursement for Nusinersen for the treatment of spinal muscular atrophy; if he has engaged 
with the HSE in an effort to advance this process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8324/19]

19/02/2019WRN06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 328, 383, 
388, 395, 415 and 434 together.

The Health Service Executive has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reim-
bursement of medicines, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) 
Act 2013. 

The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making of reimbursement decisions which 
include the clinical and cost effectiveness of the product, the opportunity cost and the impact on 
resources that are available to the HSE.
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I am advised by the HSE that the application for the reimbursement of Nusinersen (Spin-
raza) was considered by HSE Leadership at a meeting on 12 February 2019 and that the HSE is 
in the process of communicating its decision to the relevant company.

19/02/2019WRN06900Hospitals Building Programme

19/02/2019WRN07000329. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the status of the next 
phase in the development of the Sheil Hospital to provide an 80 bed community hospital within 
the campus in Ballyshannon, County Donegal; if the estimated €19 million has been put in 
place to carry out the work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7731/19]

19/02/2019WRN07100343. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the status of the next 
phase in the development of the Sheil Community Hospital to provide an 80 bed community 
hospital within the health campus in Ballyshannon, County Donegal; if the estimated €19 mil-
lion has been put in place to carry out the work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7800/19]

19/02/2019WRN07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 329 and 
343 together.

My Department and the Health Service Executive are currently engaged in a process to 
finalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that 
can progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the total available capital funding and the 
relevant priority of each project. 

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure-
projects, I have asked the HSE to outline the current status of the development of a community 
nursing unit at Ballyshannon, County Donegal directly to the Deputy.

Question No. 330 answered with Question No. 320.

19/02/2019WRO00100     Question No. 331 answered with Question No. 322.

19/02/2019WRO00300Eating Disorders

19/02/2019WRO00400332. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the national framework for 
eating disorder care has been launched to date in County Kildare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7741/19]

19/02/2019WRO00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRO00600Eating Disorders

19/02/2019WRO00700333. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the national framework for 
eating disorder care has been launched to date in County Laois; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7742/19]
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19/02/2019WRO00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRO00900Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

19/02/2019WRO01000334. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
waiting for assessment for occupational therapy in County Kildare for three, six and over 12 
months, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7743/19]

19/02/2019WRO01100335. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for occu-
pational therapy for children with dyspraxia in each of the years 2015 to 2018, by county; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7744/19]

19/02/2019WRO01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 334 and 335 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRO01400Paediatric Services

19/02/2019WRO01500336. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
waiting for outpatient appointments in each hospital; and the number waiting over 12 and 18 
months, respectively.  [7745/19]

19/02/2019WRO01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I am con-
scious that waiting times are often unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on pa-
tients and their families. Improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures is 
one of my top priorities and is a key commitment in the Programme for Government.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) advise that as of the end of January 2019, 
there were 85,632 children waiting for an outpatient appointment, of which 34.5% (29,558) 
were waiting more than 12 months, and 21.9% (18,767) were waiting more than 18 months. A 
breakdown by hospital, as requested by the Deputy, is supplied. 

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health, HSE, NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 soon. The plan reflects activity targets from the HSE, in line with the National Service 
Plan, to reduce waiting times across specialities and improve access to appointments and proce-
dures. The plan also sets out activity levels for the NTPF in line with their increased allocation 
of funding of €75 million in 2019. The commitments in the plan are aimed at improving access 
for patients waiting for hospital operations or procedures, as well as patients waiting for a first 
Outpatient appointment.

 A key element of this Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List which remains 
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a significant challenge. The HSE, in line with the National Service Plan 2019 will provide 3.3 
million outpatient appointments, more than 1 million of which will be first outpatient appoint-
ments. 

In addition, the NTPF will, as part of their increased allocation in 2019, fund additional 
first outpatient appointments through weekend and out of hour’s clinics and ‘see and treat’ clin-
ics.  The NTPF will deliver this additional activity by working with hospital groups and indi-
vidual hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated 
in both a public and private capacity.   

Total Outpatient Waiters and the Number Waiting Over 12 and 18 Months, Respec-
tively, by Hospital as at 31/01/2019

Date Hospital Total 12M+
Waiters

18M+ 
Waiters

31/01/2019 Bantry General Hospital 1 0 0
31/01/2019 Beaumont Hospital 405 82 55
31/01/2019 Cappagh National Orthopaedic 

Hospital
81 1 0

31/01/2019 Cavan General Hospital 818 125 53
31/01/2019 CHI at Crumlin 20093 7687 5020
31/01/2019 CHI at Tallaght 7779 3201 1641
31/01/2019 CHI at Temple St 18410 7706 5154
31/01/2019 Connolly Hospital 1 0 0
31/01/2019 Cork University Hospital 3730 659 409
31/01/2019 Cork University Maternity 

Hospital 
10 0 0

31/01/2019 Croom Orthopaedic Hospital 412 160 96
31/01/2019 Ennis Hospital 71 5 1
31/01/2019 Galway University Hospital 4567 1049 562
31/01/2019 Kerry General Hospital 1207 348 239
31/01/2019 Letterkenny General Hospital 2058 757 524
31/01/2019 Louth County Hospital 16 0 0
31/01/2019 Mallow General Hospital 199 31 2
31/01/2019 Mater Misericordiae 

University Hospital
1 0 0

31/01/2019 Mayo General Hospital 1374 526 371
31/01/2019 Mercy University Hospital 531 50 11
31/01/2019 Midland Regional Hospital 

Mullingar
1077 174 109

31/01/2019 Midland Regional Hospital 
Portlaoise

801 34 1

31/01/2019 Midland Regional Hospital 
Tullamore

3269 1683 1246

31/01/2019 Naas General Hospital 9 3 0
31/01/2019 Nenagh Hospital 20 2 2
31/01/2019 Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital 

Drogheda
2836 632 415
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Date Hospital Total 12M+
Waiters

18M+ 
Waiters

31/01/2019 Our Lady’s Hospital Navan 25 0 0
31/01/2019 Portiuncula Hospital 721 64 52
31/01/2019 Roscommon Hospital 1 0 0
31/01/2019 Rotunda Hospital 18 0 0
31/01/2019 Royal Victoria Eye and Ear 

Hospital
1117 472 304

31/01/2019 Sligo Regional Hospital 1852 391 192
31/01/2019 South Infirmary Victoria

 University Hospital
2887 913 566

31/01/2019 South Tipperary General 
Hospital

373 1 0

31/01/2019 St. Columcille’s Hospital 1 0 0
31/01/2019 St. James’s Hospital 1 0 0
31/01/2019 St. John’s Hospital Limerick 6 0 0
31/01/2019 St. Luke’s General Hospital 

Kilkenny
374 1 1

31/01/2019 St. Michael’s Hospital Dun 
Laoghaire

20 0 0

31/01/2019 Tallaght Hospital 86 1 2
31/01/2019 University Hospital Limerick 3894 1069 630
31/01/2019 University Hospital Waterford 4183 1731 1109
31/01/2019 Wexford General Hospital 297 0 0

19/02/2019WRO01700Speech and Language Therapy Waiting Lists

19/02/2019WRO01800337. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the length of time a child is 
waiting for speech and language in each community healthcare organisation, CHO, area; and 
the number waiting longer than 12 months in each CHO.  [7746/19]

19/02/2019WRO01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRO02000Hospital Waiting Lists

19/02/2019WRO02100338. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details sup-
plied) who has been referred for an appointment to St. Columcille’s Hospital will be reviewed; 
the steps he will take to reduce the perceived excessive waiting time; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7751/19]
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19/02/2019WRO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRO02300Long-Term Illness Scheme Administration

19/02/2019WRO02400339. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of his plans to intro-
duce a device (details supplied) under the long-term illness scheme cover for type 1 diabetes; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that it has been introduced in the UK; if research has 
been carried out on the amount it could save; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7757/19]

19/02/2019WRO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRO02600Cannabis for Medicinal Use

19/02/2019WRO02700340. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the 
commencement of the compassionate access programme for patients that require treatment 
with medicinal cannabis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7779/19]

19/02/2019WRO02800341. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the 
granting of importation licences for medicinal cannabis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7780/19]

19/02/2019WRO02900342. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if there are changes in 
circumstances envisioned for patients already granted licences for medicinal cannabis when the 
compassionate access programme is commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7781/19]

19/02/2019WRO03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 340 to 342, 
inclusive, together.

Considerable progress is being made in relation to the introduction of the Cannabis for 
Medical Use Access Programme. 

-  An Expert Group has drawn up clinical guidance for healthcare professionals treating 
patients through the Access Programme. These guidelines are available on the Department’s 
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website. 

-  The HSE has been requested to establish and maintain a Register to facilitate the pro-
gramme and work is continuing in relation to the sourcing of appropriate quality-controlled, 
affordable cannabis-based products for Irish patients.

-  Drafting of secondary legislation to underpin the access programme continues and will be 
finalised once appropriate cannabis product supplies have been established. 

The Programme aims to facilitate access to certain cannabis products which have not been 
authorised as medicines by a statutory Medicines Competent Authority. As such, they are not 
subject to the same rigorous safety, quality and efficacy standards that are in place for medicines, 
nor are the producers subject to the same responsibilities as the marketing authorisation holders 
for authorised medicines. Whilst efficacy and safety data are not available for these products, it 
is crucially important to be assured, as far as possible, of the quality of these products.

Availability of cannabis products that are of an appropriate quality standard and are afford-
able to patients is clearly critical in establishing the access programme. To the Department’s 
knowledge only two countries, Canada and the Netherlands, currently permit export of such 
cannabis products, which meet acceptable quality control standards, beyond their borders. The 
Netherlands permits exports of cannabis dried herb, but does not permit commercial export of 
their oil-based cannabis formulations.

Department officials are working intensively on finding solutions to the supply of appropri-
ate products for Irish patients, in parallel to their ongoing work on other significant projects. As 
a result of extensive recent discussions with Danish and UK counterparts, Department of Health 
officials are now in contact with a number of potential suppliers of medical cannabis. These 
discussions may take some time to become productive. 

Pending full operation of the Access Programme, doctors continue to utilise the Ministerial 
licencing route to prescribe medical cannabis for their patients.  Twenty-nine licences have now 
been granted in respect of sixteen individual patients. Licences are valid for a period of three 
months initially and for six months for subsequent licences. All valid applications are processed 
promptly.

Until suitable medical cannabis products are made available in Ireland, prescribers and their 
patients are sourcing the prescribed product from a pharmacy in The Netherlands, on foot of 
their medical prescription. It is intended that the Ministerial licence application scheme will 
continue to operate in parallel with the Cannabis for Medical Use Access Programme, after the 
programme becomes operational, for exceptional cases only where there is an unmet clinical 
need.

Further information on medical cannabis is available on the Department of Health website 
at:

health.gov.ie/blog/publications/cannabis-for-medical-use/.

Question No. 343 answered with Question No. 329.

19/02/2019WRO03400Hospitals Data

19/02/2019WRO03500344. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 359 of 29 January 2019, the number of patient discharges from hospitals in which 
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patients were discharged to no fixed address including bed and breakfasts, hostels, hotels and 
so on in each of the years 2011 to 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7805/19]

19/02/2019WRO03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRO03700Psychological Services

19/02/2019WRO03800345. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a psychol-
ogy appointment for a child (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7808/19]

19/02/2019WRO03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

19/02/2019WRO04000Services for People with Disabilities

19/02/2019WRO04100346. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made 
on an application for funding by an organisation (details supplied) in County Kerry to provide 
full-time residential care for a person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7810/19]

19/02/2019WRO04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRO04300National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRO04400347. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the involvement he has 
had with the National Treasury Management Agency and the National Development Finance 
Agency relating to the children’s hospital project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7811/19]

19/02/2019WRO04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My involvement with the National Treasury 
Management Agency and the National Development Finance Agency relates to the European 
Investment Bank loan to Ireland to support the new children’s hospital and associated outpa-
tient and urgent care centres. The National Treasury Management Agency entered the contract 
for the loan on behalf of Ireland. As Minister for Health, I signed the project completion deed in 
conjunction with the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board and the Health Service 
Executive, as part of the standard contract arrangements with the European Investment Bank.  
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19/02/2019WRO04600Medical Card Applications

19/02/2019WRO04700348. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a decision will 
issue for a medical card application by a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7815/19]

19/02/2019WRO04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRO04900Addiction Treatment Services

19/02/2019WRO05000349. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the services and funding pro-
vided by the Health Service Executive for persons that suffer from addiction to gambling; and 
the amount of funding allocated to such services in each of the years 2015 to 2017.  [7817/19]

19/02/2019WRO05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

19/02/2019WRO05200Nursing Staff Provision

19/02/2019WRO05300350. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Execu-
tive will be instructed to sanction three public health nursing posts in an area (details supplied) 
in County Kerry following the submission of a business plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7828/19]

19/02/2019WRO05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

19/02/2019WRO05500Cancer Services Provision

19/02/2019WRO05600351. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made 
by the National Cancer Control Programme to allocate funding for a pigmented lesion clinic 
outreach in service in a hospital (details supplied) in the South/South West hospital group; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7830/19]

19/02/2019WRO05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A pigmented lesion clinic is currently avail-
able to people in the South/South West Hospital Group (SSWHG) at the South Infirmary Hos-
pital in Cork, with a pigmented lesion outreach clinic at University Hospital Kerry.

Funding of €30,000 was allocated to the pigmented  lesion outreach clinic at University 
Hospital Kerry by the National Cancer Control Programme late last year. 

Question No. 352 answered with Question No. 326.

19/02/2019WRP0010019/02/2019WRP00200Health Services Staff Recruitment

19/02/2019WRP00300353. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ap-
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pointment of a consultant psychiatrist for weekdays and weekends at a location (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7836/19]

19/02/2019WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRP00500Mental Health Services Data

19/02/2019WRP00600354. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the HSE collects data relating 
to persons presenting to emergency departments with mental health associated incidences; if 
so, if the relevant data for each of the years 2015 to 2018 will be provided; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7837/19]

19/02/2019WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRP00800Mental Health Services Staff

19/02/2019WRP00900355. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to bring 
an area (details supplied) in line with A Vision for Change staffing recommendations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7838/19]

19/02/2019WRP01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRP01100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

19/02/2019WRP01200356. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to improve 
locum cover for CAMHS services particularly in County Wexford; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7839/19]

19/02/2019WRP01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRP01400Health Services Staff

19/02/2019WRP01500357. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if a general nurse will be ap-
pointed within a service (details supplied) to administer blood tests; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7840/19]

19/02/2019WRP01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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19/02/2019WRP01700Cancer Screening Programmes

19/02/2019WRP01800358. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of delays be-
ing experienced by women in relation to smear test results; his plans to ensure that smear test 
results are made available sooner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7861/19]

19/02/2019WRP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In May 2018, I asked CervicalCheck to 
make the necessary arrangements to provide that any woman who had had a CervicalCheck 
smear test, and whose GP considered that she should have a further test as part of her reassur-
ance, to access such a further test without charge. This decision was made in good faith to ad-
dress the considerable fears of the many anxious women in Ireland, following issues which had 
emerged in relation to the CervicalCheck screening programme. 

In the months since then, there has been a significant increase in the volume of women pre-
senting for smear tests. This includes women who have availed of the out of cycle tests, but also 
a greater number of women presenting for scheduled screening. This increased level of engage-
ment with the programme is very welcome. However, the increased demand has undoubtedly 
put pressure on lab capacity and turnaround times. 

The HSE has been working actively with the labs to manage this issue and to improve 
turnaround times for smear tests. In addition, the HSE is aiming to source additional screening 
capacity, which would improve the turnaround time of results; however, sourcing capacity and 
resources is a global challenge as countries start to move to primary HPV screening, which 
vastly reduces the requirement for cytology screening staff.  The HSE is currently developing 
a capacity plan, which will take account of available capacity and expected demand, with the 
aim of bringing the programme into stabilisation this year. This is a priority concern for my 
Department and the HSE. 

The HSE advises that the CervicalCheck Programme has recently agreed with laboratories 
to prioritise those slides which originate from women who attended colposcopy, as this cohort 
of women are considered to have the most serious need. 

The HSE also advises that the natural history of cervical cancer would indicate that the 
disease would normally develop over a period of 10 to 15 years. Due to this very fact, it is 
important that any woman of screening age attends for cervical screening each and every time 
she is invited to participate. The HSE has advised that in this context, a delay in the return of 
cervical screening results, whilst undesirable, is not necessarily dangerous and poses a very low 
risk to women.

19/02/2019WRP02000Medicinal Products Reimbursement

19/02/2019WRP02100359. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health when the relevant stakeholders 
regarding a drug (details supplied) will be informed regarding the recent HSE leadership team 
meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7864/19]

19/02/2019WRP02200411. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be 
made in respect of the application submitted in July 2018 by a company (details supplied) for 
the Translarna drug for the treatment of Duchenne muscular dystrophy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8199/19]

19/02/2019WRP02300412. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when the drugs commit-
tee will assess the new submission made by a company (details supplied) for the Translarna 
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drug for the treatment of Duchenne muscular dystrophy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8200/19]

19/02/2019WRP02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 359, 411 
and 412 together.

The Health Service Executive has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reim-
bursement of medicines, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) 
Act 2013. 

The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making of reimbursement decisions which 
include the clinical and cost effectiveness of the product, the opportunity cost and the impact on 
resources that are available to the HSE.

I am advised by the HSE that the application for Translarna (Ataluren) was discussed at the 
January HSE Leadership Team meeting and that the HSE is in the process of communicating its 
decision to the relevant company.

19/02/2019WRP02500Disability Services Provision

19/02/2019WRP02600360. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE disability services 
will provide a placement for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7869/19]

19/02/2019WRP02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRP02800Disability Services Provision

19/02/2019WRP02900361. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE disability services 
will provide accommodation for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7871/19]

19/02/2019WRP03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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19/02/2019WRP03100Patient Transfers

19/02/2019WRP03200362. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be transferred from Mullingar General Hospital to University Hospital Galway; the reason 
for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7872/19]

19/02/2019WRP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRP03400General Practitioner Services Provision

19/02/2019WRP03500363. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the reason he has not 
engaged with an organisation (details supplied) in relation to the crisis in general practitioner 
healthcare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7873/19]

19/02/2019WRP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Officials from my Department have previ-
ously consulted with the organisation in question in relation to a range of issues affecting gen-
eral practice.

Currently, the Department and the HSE are engaged with the Irish Medical Organisation as 
the established representative body for GPs around the modernisation and reform of the GMS 
GP contract.

Our goal is to develop a contractual framework that has a population health focus, providing 
in particular for health promotion, disease prevention and for the structured care of chronic con-
ditions. This will enable GPs to better meet the needs of patients and will also promote general 
practice as a viable and rewarding career for both existing doctors and future medical graduates. 

Discussions are ongoing in an effort to bring matters to a conclusion.  Agreement on the de-
livery of a range of service improvements and contractual reforms has the potential to facilitate 
a substantial increase in the resourcing of general practice on a multiannual basis.  

The Government is committed to the continued development of GP capacity to ensure that 
patients across the country continue to have access to GP services. As of 31st December 2018, 
2,491 GPs hold GMS contracts with the HSE up from 2,098 in 2008. A further 430 GPs hold 
other contracts to provide services such as immunisation, Heartwatch, Methadone and cancer 
screening.  Currently less than 1% of GMS panels are vacant and in each case a locum or other 
appropriate arrangement has been put in place to maintain GP services to the communities in 
question.

The Government has implemented a number of measures to improve recruitment and reten-
tion in general practice in general practice. These include an increase in GP training places from 
120 in 2009 to 202 places available in 2019; changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme 
to accommodate more flexible GMS contracts; the extension of the retirement age for GPs with 
GMS contracts to 72; and the introduction of an enhanced support package for rural practices.
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19/02/2019WRP03700Medicinal Products Reimbursement

19/02/2019WRP03800364. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is being refused versatis patches in view of the fact their general practitioner has ap-
pealed the decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7875/19]

19/02/2019WRP03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
health of Irish patients. Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is a key 
health service objective. However, the challenge is to do this in a safe and sustainable manner. 
Treatment must be appropriate and proportionate and clinical decision-making, such as pre-
scribing, should be based on both patient needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for localised relief of post-shingles pain in 
adults. This is the patch’s only licensed use in Ireland. It has been reimbursed in the community 
drug schemes since 2010.

Clinical concern arose as usage increased significantly, to the point where more plasters 
were being used in Ireland than in the entire UK National Health Service. In such situations, 
it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review usage and, in 2016, the HSE Medicines 
Management Programme (MMP) reviewed the use of the plasters. The review estimated that 
only 5-10% of prescribing was for the licensed indication.

From September 2017, following the clinical review, the HSE introduced a new reimburse-
ment approval system for the patches, to support appropriate use and patient care. Under these 
arrangements, the patient’s GP or consultant applies to the MMP for reimbursement approval 
on behalf of the patient. If an application is refused, the clinician may submit an appeal to the 
MMP, making a clear clinical case for the patient. Information for patients and practitioners is 
on the HSE MMP website at: hse.ie/yourmedicines.

The outcome of an application or an appeal for reimbursement of lidocaine patches is a mat-
ter between the MMP and the treating clinician. The Deputy will appreciate that, as Minister for 
Health, I cannot intervene in individual cases.

The decision to introduce a new reimbursement approval process for a particular treatment 
is a matter for the HSE. However, I fully support the objectives of the HSE Medicines Manage-
ment Programme.

19/02/2019WRP04000Addiction Treatment Services

19/02/2019WRP04100365. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when additional funding will be 
made available to task forces through an emerging needs fund; his strategy in terms of targeting 
those resources in favour of local needs identified by task forces in line with their key role in 
implementing the national drugs strategy; the way in which funding will be provided; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7880/19]

19/02/2019WRP04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The Depart-
ment of Health allocated funding of almost €100m to the HSE for addiction services in 2019. 
The HSE National Service Plan 2019 sets out the type and volume of addiction services to be 
provided, having regard to the funding allocated. 

In addition, the Department provides a further €28m to Drug and Alcohol Task Forces 
through various channels of funding, including the HSE. 



19 February 2019

159

Implementing the health-led national drugs strategy continues to be a Government priority. 
Task forces have an important role in delivering the strategy at the local level. 

Within the limited envelope of resources available for drug and alcohol services in 2019, I 
am considering options for the provision of additional funding for addiction services and task 
forces. 

I am committed to providing additional resources to enhance service provision under the 
national drugs strategy. These resources should be directed towards those interventions which 
are most likely to lead to a reduction in problem substance use and positive improvement in 
public health, safety and well-being. 

19/02/2019WRP04300Primary Care Centres Provision

19/02/2019WRP04400366. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when building will commence for 
the proposed new primary care centre at Ballyboden, Dublin 16 in view of the fact that the site 
was purchased a number of years ago and has received planning permission; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7888/19]

19/02/2019WRP04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to the proposed primary care centre at Ballyboden, Dublin 16. 

19/02/2019WRP04600Health Services Funding

19/02/2019WRP04700367. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if HSE projects in an area (details 
supplied) will be affected by the cost overrun in the building of the national children’s hospital, 
such as a new renal unit at Tallaght University Hospital, new primary care centres and care of 
the elderly facilities in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7889/19]

19/02/2019WRP04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new children’s hospital is a vital and 
much needed project. The Government has examined the funding pressures associated with 
delivering this important project and has made adjustments to capital allocations to ensure that 
the new children’s hospital will be delivered.  

My Department and the Health Service Executive are currently engaged in a process to 
finalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. 

The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can progress in 2019 and beyond 
having regard to the total available capital funding and the relevant priority of each project. All 
Health capital projects, currently at various stages of development, such as the projects in the 
Dublin South-West constituency, are included as part of this process. 

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for 
consideration. 

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure 
projects, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly and outline the current status of projects 
in Dublin South-West.

19/02/2019WRP04900Ambulance Service Data
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19/02/2019WRP05000368. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the procurement process 
entered into by the HSE before the engagement of an organisation (details supplied); the re-
quirements for qualification, duration of contract or engagement and qualifications required by 
applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7905/19]

19/02/2019WRP05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRP05200Ambulance Service Data

19/02/2019WRP05300369. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the payments made to an or-
ganisation (details supplied) in each year in respect of all engagements, contracts, secondments 
and consultations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7906/19]

19/02/2019WRP05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

19/02/2019WRP05500National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRP05600370. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the payments made to date 
under the main contract in relation to the construction of the national children’s hospital; the 
amount expected to be paid in 2019 and for each subsequent year until the anticipated comple-
tion of the project in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7913/19]

19/02/2019WRP05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the National Paediatric Hospital Devel-
opment Board (NPHDB) has responsibility for the design and building of the new children’s 
hospital, I have asked that they respond to you directly.

19/02/2019WRP05800Hospital Waiting Lists

19/02/2019WRP05900371. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the length of time a person 
(details supplied) must wait for an ENT appointment in University Hospital Limerick [7918/19]

19/02/2019WRP06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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19/02/2019WRP06100Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRP06200372. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will be 
expedited for a person (details supplied) [7922/19]

19/02/2019WRP06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRP06400Respite Care Services Provision

19/02/2019WRP06500373. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if funding for respite care 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7924/19]

19/02/2019WRP06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRP06700Hospital Groups

19/02/2019WRP06800374. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if there are discussions within 
the HSE to remove Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan and the Mullingar Regional Hospital from the 
Ireland East hospital group; the basis of these discussions; the impact it will have for the two 
hospitals; the impact on the connections that have been created between these two hospitals and 
the group; and if there has been a decision to move these hospitals in the RCSI hospital group 
[7933/19]

19/02/2019WRP06900390. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
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hospital groups here; the reason the group structure is being changed just a few years after a 
previous reorganisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8064/19]

19/02/2019WRP07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 374 and 
390 together.

In August 2018, I published the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy which provides the 
framework within which a system-wide health reform programme will be advanced. The Strat-
egy contains specific commitments in relation to improving governance and accountability 
across the health service.

As set out in the Implementation Strategy, I am committed to the development of a new sys-
tem of health structures and governance comprising a leaner national centre with responsibility 
for national planning, strategy and standard setting, complemented by regional integrated care 
organisations with responsibility for the planning and delivery of services at a regional level.

As the Deputies will be aware, administrative regional structures have been established in 
recent years. 9 Community Healthcare Organisations (CHOs) and 7 Hospital Groups are now 
in place to plan and deliver community and acute care services respectively. These structures 
are not geographically aligned and there is broad consensus that having separate structures for 
acute and community care impedes the development of a more integrated health service as en-
visaged under the Sláintecare programme. 

As a first step in the development of the new system of health structures to support an in-
tegrated care approach, and in line with the recommendations of the report of the cross-party 
Oireachtas Committee on the Future of Healthcare, my Department undertook a public consul-
tation regarding the geographical alignment of CHOs and Hospital Groups in 2018. In addition, 
my Department has carried out detailed analysis work to determine the optimal geographical 
alignment of CHOs and Hospital Groups, and ultimately to determine the geographical areas of 
proposed new regional integrated care organisations. My Department is finalising proposals in 
this regard, and I hope to be in a position to bring proposals to Government shortly.

19/02/20119/02/2019WRQ00200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

19/02/2019WRQ00300375. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if the satellite children’s hospital 
at Tallaght University Hospital will be delayed; and if so, the timeline for same. [7950/19]

19/02/2019WRQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Development is well advanced on the two 
paediatric outpatients and urgent care centres. Works at Tallaght are underway and on track for 
a target handover date of July 2020.   

19/02/2019WRQ00500Drug Treatment Programmes Places

19/02/2019WRQ00600376. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7953/19]

19/02/2019WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

19/02/2019WRQ00800Domestic Violence Services Funding
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19/02/2019WRQ00900377. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the funding channels avail-
able to an organisation (details supplied) including the next round of the National Lottery fund-
ing programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7963/19]

19/02/2019WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I understand 
that the organisation to which the Deputy refers provides support services to victims of domes-
tic abuse and violence and to their families.

The Department of Justice and Equality leads on the National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual 
and Gender-based Violence.  I understand from that Department that the Victims of Crime Of-
fice, under its annual funding scheme, is providing funding of €18,000 this year to the organisa-
tion referred to by the Deputy.  This funding is provided for a court accompaniment service to 
victims of domestic abuse. Following the budget in October this year, it will also be open again 
to the group to apply for funding under this scheme in 2020.  

The Department of Health no longer operates a National Lottery Scheme.  However, the 
Health Service Executive runs a National Lottery Scheme, details of the scheme are available 
at:

www.hse.ie/services/national-lottery-grants/national-lottery-grants.html.

A number of other Government Departments and State agencies may operate National Lot-
tery Schemes which may be open to the organisation in question.  

19/02/2019WRQ01100Counselling Services Provision

19/02/2019WRQ01200378. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the reporting mechanisms to moni-
tor the successes and shortcomings of the telecounselling service being piloted in south County 
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7968/19]

19/02/2019WRQ01300379. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the reports which will be published 
on the pilot telecounselling service in south County Wicklow; when these reports will be pub-
lished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7969/19]

19/02/2019WRQ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 378 and 379 together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly 
to the Deputy as soon as possible.

19/02/2019WRQ01600Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRQ01700380. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7971/19]

19/02/2019WRQ01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRQ01900Disabilities Data

19/02/2019WRQ02000381. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health the number of young persons 
diagnosed on an annual basis with ASD and AAH in each CHO in tabular form; the number by 
age ranges (details supplied) in each of the years 2011 to 2018, by CHO; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7999/19]

19/02/2019WRQ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRQ02200Disability Services Funding

19/02/2019WRQ02300382. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if approval for funding for a facil-
ity (details supplied) will be provided; the timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8000/19]

19/02/2019WRQ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 383 answered with Question No. 328.

19/02/2019WRQ02600Mental Health Services Provision

19/02/2019WRQ02700384. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary question 
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No. 375 of 19 December 2018, the outcome of the meeting between the HSE and a service (de-
tails supplied) to identify and prioritise areas of need nationally; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8012/19]

19/02/2019WRQ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRQ02900Brexit Preparations

19/02/2019WRQ03000385. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health his plans for patients receiving 
treatment and that will need treatment for eating disorders within UK health facilities in view 
of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8013/19]

19/02/2019WRQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Department of 
Health and its agencies have been conducting detailed analysis on the impacts of Brexit in the 
area of health. Contingency planning for a range of eventualities is also underway. A priority 
will be to ensure that there is minimum disruption to health services and that essential services 
are maintained on a cross-Border, all-island and Ireland-UK basis. 

In relation to mental health, patients only go to the UK for treatment for mental health dis-
orders when all options in Ireland have been exhausted.

The HSE’s Mental Health Operations are endeavouring to increase the availability of spe-
cialist supports for children in Ireland. For example, there will be 10 beds in the new CAMHS 
Forensic Service and an additional 20 beds in the National Children’s Hospital of which 8 are 
specialist eating disorder beds.  This will increase the range of mental health services available 
to children in Ireland.  

When children travel to the UK for treatment for mental health disorders, an application is 
made to the  High Court to place the child in a UK facility for the purpose of receiving treat-
ment.  If the High Court is in agreement, an Order of the Irish High Court is then made under 
Wardship jurisdiction.

Recent cases involving the placement of Irish citizens with UK healthcare providers for the 
purpose of receiving mental health treatment have involved an application on behalf of the HSE 
to the Court of Protection in London for recognition and enforcement of Orders of the Irish 
High Court which permit the proposed placements.  

The legal mechanism which facilitates recognition and enforcement of Irish Court Orders 
by the UK Court of Protection is under the UK’s Mental Health Capacity Act 2005.  The mecha-
nism gives effect to the Convention on the International Protection of Adults and is a conven-
tion of the Hague Conference on Private International Law being the World Organisation for 
Cross Border Co-operation in Civil and Commercial matters (HCCH). HCCH currently has 
over 80 state members including Ireland and the UK.  The European Union is also a member.  
As such, HCCH is not part of the EU.

My Department and the HSE have been meeting regularly to ensure that all relevant units 
are prepared for Brexit and to consider what, if any, steps need to be taken to ensure that the 
Irish health service can continue to refer patients to the UK for specialised care as deemed ap-
propriate once the UK leaves the EU.  

I am not aware of anything that would indicate that the UK intends to exit HCCH as part of 
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Brexit, and so it would seem that the current mechanism for legal recognition and enforcement 
of Irish Court Orders by the UK Court of Protection under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 should 
not be impacted by Brexit.

19/02/2019WRQ03200Eating Disorders

19/02/2019WRQ03300386. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if the National Centre for Eating 
Disorders will be included in the national children’s hospital development as recommended in 
A Vision For Change; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8014/19]

19/02/2019WRQ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

19/02/2019WRQ03500Nursing Homes Support Scheme Applications

19/02/2019WRQ03600387. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for pro-
cessing applications under the nursing home support scheme in CHO area 9; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8026/19]

19/02/2019WRQ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Question No. 388 answered with Question No. 328.

19/02/2019WRQ03900Blood Transfusion Service Provision

19/02/2019WRQ04000389. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 147 of 28 February 2018, the status of a pilot programme; if results are available 
from the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8054/19]

19/02/2019WRQ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Irish Blood Transfusion Service is now 
accepting hereditary haemochromatosis patients who are eligible to donate blood at their fixed 
and mobile donation clinics nationwide.  

Patients can attend a maximum of four times a year with a minimum of ninety days between 
phlebotomies.  The patient’s hereditary haemochromatosis will continue to be managed by their 
treating physician, including the monitoring of ferritin levels.  

Question No. 390 answered with Question No. 374.

19/02/2019WRQ04300Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRQ04400391. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment. [8075/19]

19/02/2019WRQ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRQ04600Disability Support Services Funding

19/02/2019WRQ04700392. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if his attention 
has been drawn to a letter sent recently to the three umbrella disability bodies seeking savings 
of up to €500,000; the rationale for the request; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8077/19]

19/02/2019WRQ04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I understand 
that the Health Service Executive ( HSE) has determined the necessity that it include HSE fund-
ing allowances to disability representative bodies, as part of its commitment to achieve value 
improvement targets within the Disability sector.  

As these bodies are in receipt of funding from the HSE, I have requested the Executive to 
respond directly to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRQ04900Disability Support Services Funding

19/02/2019WRQ05000393. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health if he or the HSE 
has written or is writing to disability organisations requesting savings to be made in their bud-
gets; if so, the organisations concerned; the saving required from each; the rationale for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8078/19]

19/02/2019WRQ05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I understand 
that the Health Service Executive ( HSE) has determined the necessity that it include HSE fund-
ing allowances to disability representative bodies, as part of its commitment to achieve value 
improvement targets within the Disability sector.

As these bodies are in receipt of funding from the HSE, I have requested the Executive to 
respond directly to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRQ05200Ambulance Service Data

19/02/2019WRQ05300394. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health the number of ambu-
lances and ambulance crews stationed within County Donegal in each of the years 2010 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; his future plans for improving ambulance services within the county; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8079/19]



Questions - Written Answers

168

19/02/2019WRQ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

Question No. 395 answered with Question No. 328.

19/02/2019WRQ05600Primary Care Centres Provision

19/02/2019WRQ05700396. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 131 of 31 January 2019, the status of same. [8120/19]

19/02/2019WRQ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to outline the 
current status of the primary care centre at Curlew Road directly to the Deputy. 

19/02/2019WRR0010019/02/2019WRR00150International Agreements

19/02/2019WRR00300397. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if Ireland’s full participa-
tion in the four pillars of the BeNeLuxA collaboration, including information sharing, horizon 
scanning, joint assessment and joint pricing and reimbursement, will require amendments to 
existing national legislation or statutory instruments. [8125/19]

19/02/2019WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On the 22 June 2018, I signed the Beneluxa 
Initiative on Pharmaceutical Policy to work with Austria, Belgium, the Netherlands and Lux-
embourg.

The BeNeLuxA collaboration was established in 2015, with a view to taking a collective 
approach to pharmaceutical procurement and evaluation.  Four areas of collaboration has been 
identified: horizon scanning, health technology assessment, information sharing and policy ex-
change and joint price negotiations.  

Members can determine the scope of their voluntary participation in each of the domain 
areas.  It is envisaged that Ireland will over time become involved in all areas of collaboration.  

There is ongoing collaborative work between officials from my Department and national 
experts from other member countries across the different Domain Task Forces to establish the 
legislative framework underpinning each administration’s pricing and reimbursement system. 
All member countries have different legislative frameworks and there is an acceptance that co-
operation has to conform with the legislation that exists, pending any statutory change that may 
be brought forward by respective administrations.  

19/02/2019WRR00500International Agreements

19/02/2019WRR00600398. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to undertake 
a regulatory impact assessment and-or a cost-benefit analysis of Ireland’s participation in the 
BeNeLuxA initiative. [8126/19]

19/02/2019WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On the 22 June 2018, I signed the Beneluxa 
Initiative on Pharmaceutical Policy to work with Austria; Belgium; the Netherlands and Lux-
embourg. This Agreement is in line with my objective to work with other European countries 
to identify workable solutions, in an increasingly challenging environment, to secure timely 
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access for patients to new medicines in an affordable and sustainable way.

Successful collaboration with like-minded countries is one policy lever that is being pur-
sued by the Government to enable us improve long-term access to innovative drugs at afford-
able prices, thereby providing clear benefit to all stakeholders. It is essentially an administrative 
collaboration whereby Members of Beneluxa will work together to identify pragmatic solutions 
to the challenges which we all now face with medicines pricing, sustainability and supply. In-
sofar as a Regulatory Impact Assessment is a tool used for structured exploration of different 
options to address a particular policy issue, I would not see it as appropriate in this case. The 
costs involved with our cooperation with other Member countries are minimal and I believe the 
benefits in the long term have the potential to be significant.

19/02/2019WRR00800International Agreements

19/02/2019WRR00900399. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if his officials have en-
gaged with officials from other member states on the establishment of the international horizon 
scanning initiative; the status of progress; and if Ireland will be a participant in the initiative. 
[8127/19]

19/02/2019WRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On the 22 June 2018, I signed the Beneluxa 
Initiative on Pharmaceutical Policy to work with Austria; Belgium; the Netherlands and Lux-
embourg. The Beneluxa collaboration was established in 2015, with a view to taking a collec-
tive approach to pharmaceutical procurement and evaluation. This Initiative seeks to enhance 
patients’ access to high quality and affordable treatments, improve the payers’ position in the 
market through joint negotiations, increase transparency on pricing between the collaborating 
countries, share policy expertise and focus on knowledge building. 

Four areas of collaboration has been identified: horizon scanning, health technology assess-
ment, information sharing and policy exchange and joint price negotiations. Under the domain 
of horizon scanning, Beneluxa have been developing a shared International Horizon Scanning 
Initiative (IHSI) where validated information on new medicines entering the market would be 
available to members.  It will provide for national planning and allocation of resources. It will 
also allow members to explore possible voluntary collaboration on joint price negotiations.  
Participation in this initiative is open to non Beneluxa countries.

Since 2017, officials from my Department have been engaged with officials from other 
member states on the technical and procedural preparations for this initiative.  

The preparations are now in their final stages and Ireland has signalled its interest in this 
project.

The next stage of the project will involve a procuring process to select the appropriate com-
pany/companies to complete the necessary work and services for an international horizon scan.

19/02/2019WRR01100International Agreements

19/02/2019WRR01200400. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the 
fiduciary duties of directors of Irish registered legal entities that are wholly owned subsidiaries 
under the Companies Act 2014 may preclude these companies from engaging in joint pricing 
and reimbursement negotiations that may occur as part of the BeNeLuxA collaboration; and his 
views on whether this could be a barrier to Irish registered companies engaging in future pilots 
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joint negotiations. [8128/19]

19/02/2019WRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On the 22 June 2018, I signed the Beneluxa 
Initiative on Pharmaceutical Policy to work with Austria, Belgium, the Netherlands and Lux-
embourg.

The BeNeLuxA collaboration was established in 2015, with a view to taking a collective 
approach to pharmaceutical procurement and evaluation.  Four areas of collaboration have been 
identified:

Horizon Scanning

Beneluxa are developing a shared International Horizon Scanning Initiative (IHSI) where 
validated information on new medicines entering the market would be available to members.  
It will provide for national planning and allocation of resources.  It will also allow members to 
explore possible voluntary collaboration on joint price negotiations.  Participation in this area 
is open to non Beneluxa countries.

Health Technology Assessment

Collaboration on Health Technology Assessment would allow for an early exchange of 
opinions and where relevant, adopt a shared point of view on new innovative medicines.

Information sharing and policy exchange

Collaboration on information and policy exchange has the potential to improve affordability 
and access to innovative medicines.

Pricing and Reimbursement (to include joint negotiations)

By combining patient volumes with other Member States and collaborating on pricing, the 
potential exists to secure affordable access to innovative medicine.

Members can determine the scope of their voluntary participation in each of these domain 
areas.  It is envisaged that Ireland will over time become involved in all areas of collaboration.  

Ireland joined the collaboration on the understanding that it is an entirely voluntary process 
and would allow for whatever level of participation in each of the Domain Task Forces that is 
deemed appropriate. Participation in this collaborative initiative is underpinned by the under-
standing that collaboration would have to accord to domestic legal frameworks on drug pricing 
in each country and crucially, respect the fact that pricing and reimbursement decisions would 
remain a national competency.

It is in this context, that there is ongoing collaborative work between officials from my 
Department and national experts from the other Member States on the different Domain Task 
Forces to establish how each country’s assessment and reimbursement processes operate.  This 
work will in due course be broadened to assess any barriers to cooperation, whether legislative 
or otherwise, and it is in this vein that the matters raised by the Deputy will be considered in 
due course. 

19/02/2019WRR01400HSE Reports

19/02/2019WRR01500401. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health when the report of the na-
tional out of hospital cardiac arrest steering group will be finalised and published; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [8144/19]

19/02/2019WRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest Steering 
Group was established by the Health Service Executive and, as such, it has been referred to the 
HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRR01700National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRR01800402. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if he sought a report or 
update on the project and procurement process, including the negotiation of the guaranteed 
maximum price, before reappointing the national paediatric hospital development board; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8146/19]

19/02/2019WRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board was established on 23 May 2007 in accordance with the National Paediatric Hos-
pital Development Board (Establishment) Order 2007 (Statutory Instrument No 246 of 2007).  
Article 9 of the Order sets out the mechanism for the appointment of the 13-member Board. 
The term of office of Board members appointed in July 2013 came to an end in July 2018 on 
completion of the five-year term specified in the Order.   

The Children’s Health Act 2018, which was enacted in November 2018 and commenced 
in December 20128, amended the provision relating to the appointment of the ordinary Board 
members to take better reflect the competency-requirements for the Board for the next phase 
of the project.  The Act also includes a provision which, on commencement, provides that the 
Board in existence at the time of commencement will cease to be in office. Accordingly, in 
July 2018, in the interests of maintaining stability at Board level during the critical period for 
this large-scale and complex capital project, including completing the work on agreement of a 
Guaranteed Maximum Price and mindful of a request from the outgoing Chairperson that con-
sideration be given to the reappointment of the outgoing Board pending the appointment of a 
new Board through the anticipated legislative amendments, I reappointed the Board members. 
This was done with the knowledge of all parties that their term of office would be until such 
time as new appointments were made in line with the new legislative provision.  

19/02/2019WRR02000Capital Expenditure Programme

19/02/2019WRR02100403. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the impact the announced 
reprofiling of €100 million in capital expenditure will have on the new 27-bed inpatient mental 
health unit to serve counties Sligo and Leitrim at Sligo University Hospital (details supplied); if 
the proposed completion date of the fourth quarter of 2019 will be affected; the position regard-
ing the progress of the unit; the timeline for the construction and delivery of the project; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8152/19]

19/02/2019WRR02200405. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the health capital projects 
that will be directly affected in view of the announced reprofiling of €100 million in capital 
expenditure; the delay or impact this will have on the process relevant to the delivery of the 
new Sheil Community Hospital development at Ballyshannon, County Donegal; the status of 
the project; the timeline for its construction and delivery; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8154/19]

19/02/2019WRR02300406. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the health capital projects 
which will be directly affected in view of the announced reprofiling of €100 million in capital 
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expenditure; the delay or impact this will have on the process relevant to the delivery of the 
new St. Patrick’s Hospital development at Carrick-on-Shannon, County Leitrim; the status of 
the project; the timeline for its construction and delivery; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8155/19]

19/02/2019WRR02400407. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health the methodology being ap-
plied to determine the projects to be delayed, paused or cancelled as a result of the announced 
reprofiling of €100 million in capital expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8156/19]

19/02/2019WRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 403 and 
405 to 407, inclusive, together.

The new children’s hospital is a vital and much needed project. The Government has ex-
amined the funding pressures associated with delivering this important project and has made 
adjustments to capital allocations to ensure that the new children’s hospital will be delivered.  

My Department and the Health Service Executive are currently engaged in a process to 
finalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that 
can progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the total available capital funding and the 
relevant priority of each project. All Health capital projects, currently at various stages of devel-
opment, such as the projects in Leitrim, Donegal and Sligo, are included as part of this process.  

In developing its Capital Plan for 2019 and future years, the HSE must consider a range of 
issues including, the expenditure that is contractually committed, the HSE’s annual require-
ment in relation to meeting risks associated with clinical equipment, ambulances and healthcare 
infrastructure and the total capital exchequer funding required for the new children’s hospital.  

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for 
consideration.  

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure 
projects, I have asked the HSE to outline to you directly the current status of the projects speci-
fied in your questions. 

19/02/2019WRR02600National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRR02700404. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the provision on construc-
tion tender inflation in the contract regarding the guaranteed maximum price of €1.433 billion 
for the construction of the national children’s hospital; the agreed method of measuring con-
struction tender inflation under the contract; the extra amount that must be paid for each 1% 
that construction tender inflation exceeds the agreed threshold of 4%; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8153/19]

19/02/2019WRR02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are clearly defined procedures around 
the recovery of excessive tender inflation in relation to the build cost for this project. The 
Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) procurement process agreed with the contractors requires 
the contractors to take all risk for quantities following completion of the GMP process, and, as 
per the contract, limits their recovery of additional costs incurred by them to clearly defined 
scope changes and in excess of 4% inflation (as per the average of three published tender price 
indices) which may occur post July 2019.  In relation to the extra amount that must be paid for 
each 1% that construction tender inflation exceeds the agreed threshold of 4%, I have asked the 
National Paediatric Hospital Development Board to reply to you direct. 
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The independent review underway into the cost escalation associated with the new chil-
dren’s hospital construction project, as part of its Terms of Reference, will comment on the ma-
jor residual risks and the robustness/completeness of the current forecasts and, where possible, 
quantify those risks contractually excluded from the GMP/adjusted contract sum. This review 
is expected to be completed by the end of March 2019.

Questions Nos. 405 to 407, inclusive, answered with Question No. 403.

19/02/2019WRR03200National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRR03300408. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if there will be a delay 
in the delivery of a number of hospital builds (details supplied) due to the overspend on the 
national children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8159/19]

19/02/2019WRR03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new children’s hospital is a vital and 
much needed project. The Government has examined the funding pressures associated with 
delivering this important project and has made adjustments to capital allocations to ensure that 
the new children’s hospital will be delivered.  

My Department and the Health Service Executive are currently engaged in a process to 
finalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. 

The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can progress in 2019 and beyond 
having regard to the total available capital funding and the relevant priority of each project. All 
Health capital projects, currently at various stages of development, such as the projects referred 
to in Roscommon and Galway, are included as part of this process.  

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for 
consideration.  

19/02/2019WRR03500General Practitioner Services

19/02/2019WRR03600409. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that some general practitioners in County Limerick charge for the taking of 
blood; the steps he will take to enforce the provisions of the Health Act 1970 to ensure that 
persons covered by the general medical services scheme are not being incorrectly charged for 
routine phlebotomy services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8195/19]

19/02/2019WRR03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of a 
kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience of 
a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.” There 
is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP visit card 
to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are required to either 
assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.

The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card. Notwithstanding this, I am aware that some GPs are 
charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances.  

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Gov-
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ernments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit card 
patients. If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incor-
rectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report 
the matter to their HSE Local Health Office.

19/02/2019WRR03800National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

19/02/2019WRR03900410. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if funding will remain avail-
able for the upgrade of the Sheil Community Hospital in Ballyshannon, County Donegal in 
view of savings required due to the overrun of costs for the national children’s hospital; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8198/19]

19/02/2019WRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The new children’s hospital is a vital and 
much needed project. The Government has examined the funding pressures associated with 
delivering this important project and has made adjustments to capital allocations to ensure that 
the new children’s hospital will be delivered.  

My Department and the Health Service Executive are currently engaged in a process to 
finalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. 

The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can progress in 2019 and beyond 
having regard to the total available capital funding and the relevant priority of each project. 
All Health capital projects, currently at various stages of development, such as the Community 
Hospital in Ballyshannon, are included as part of this process.  

Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for 
consideration.  

Questions Nos. 411 and 412 answered with Question No. 359.

19/02/2019WRR04300Services for People with Disabilities

19/02/2019WRR04400413. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8201/19]

19/02/2019WRR04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRR04600Cancer Screening Programmes

19/02/2019WRR04700414. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a copy of the advice given to 
him recommending the move to offer additional out of cycle smear tests following the Cervi-
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calCheck scandal by the chief medical officer will be provided. [8202/19]

19/02/2019WRR04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 28 April 2018, I made the decision to 
provide for a free out of cycle smear test for any woman who was concerned, if her GP consid-
ered she should have a further test as part of her reassurance. 

The decision was made in consultation with senior officials, including the Chief Medical 
Officer, whose advice in this regard was reflected in the press statement issued on the 28 April 
which said that, “for any woman who has had a CervicalCheck smear test and where her GP 
feels she should have a further test as part of her reassurance, the Minister has asked Cervical-
Check to make the necessary arrangements, including payment provision. These arrangements 
will be confirmed next week.”

A fee to provide for this free repeat smear was subsequently agreed with the Irish Medical 
Organisation.

Question No. 415 answered with Question No. 328.

19/02/2019WRR05000Treatment Abroad Scheme

19/02/2019WRR05100416. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a decision on an application under the treatment abroad scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8206/19]

19/02/2019WRR05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRR05300Services for People with Disabilities

19/02/2019WRR05400417. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health if a children’s disability respite 
house (details supplied) services children in County Meath. [8209/19]

19/02/2019WRR05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRR05600Capital Expenditure Programme

19/02/2019WRR05700418. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Health his plans for funding 
the necessary upgrade works at three community hospitals (details supplied) in County Done-
gal; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that all three projects are deferred and no new 
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capital budget exists for these projects and that his previous replies to this Deputy on the matter 
are not consistent with the current position as forwarded; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8211/19]

19/02/2019WRR05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As you know, it has been decided that St Jo-
seph’s Community Hospital Stranorlar and Ramelton Community Hospital will be redeveloped 
through the HSE’s capital programme, while the potential for a development in Lifford will be 
further reviewed post 2021, when new Census data is available and the capital programme has 
been advanced.

The National Development Plan provides for the continuation of the programme of replace-
ment and refurbishment of community nursing units and long term residential care facilities for 
older people.

My Department has consistently stated that the HSE is responsible for the delivery of health-
care infrastructure projects and it is a matter for the HSE, in the first instance to prioritise and 
plan projects, subject to available funding in the coming years. 

My Department and the Health Service Executive are currently engaged in a process to 
finalise the HSE Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that 
can progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the total available capital funding and the 
relevant priority of each project.

All Health capital projects, currently at various stages of development, such as the commu-
nity nursing units in Donegal, are included as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration.

19/02/2019WRS0010019/02/2019WRS00200Vaccination Programme

19/02/2019WRS00300419. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide access to the 
purchase of the meningitis B vaccine for children born before 2016, in particular to those with 
a medical card; his plans to address the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8236/19]

19/02/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Immunisation Advisory Com-
mittee (NIAC) is an independent committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland 
which is comprised of experts from several specialties, including infectious diseases, paedi-
atrics, and public health, which makes recommendations to my Department on vaccination 
policy in Ireland. Its recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in 
Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisation.  NIAC continues to revise 
recommendations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast 
of changes in the patterns of disease.

On foot of a recommendation by NIAC, the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule was 
amended in 2016 to include the introduction of the Meningitis B vaccine for all babies born on 
or after 1 October 2016.  This change to the immunisation schedule took effect from 1 Decem-
ber 2016.  The first dose of the vaccine is administered to children when they reach two months 
of age; a second dose is administered at four months and a third and final dose at twelve months. 
Meningitis B disease is most common in babies under the age of 1 year old and the scheduling 
of the administration of the vaccine under the immunisation programme takes account of this.  

All vaccines administered through the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule are pro-
vided free of charge.  Ireland is the second country in Europe to make the Men B vaccine avail-
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able free of charge as part of its national immunisation programme. 

There are no plans to introduce a catch-up programme for the Men B vaccine to older chil-
dren.  Those who have a medical card are eligible to have the vaccine administered by their 
GP free of charge.  However, the purchase of the vaccine is not covered by the medical card 
scheme.

In Ireland, Men B; Men C; PCV and Hib vaccines are offered to children to protect them 
against meningitis.  Adolescents are also given a Men C booster vaccine in the first year of sec-
ondary school against meningitis as part of the School Immunisation Programme. 

As on Friday 15 February 2019, twenty-five cases of meningococcal disease have been 
notified to the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC). Of the 3 meningococcal deaths 
reported, one death was caused by the B strain (serogroup) and two by W strain (serogroup).  In 
2018 there were 89 reported cases of meningococcal disease (across all serogroups) with 13 
deaths in total. 

19/02/2019WRS00500Alcohol Pricing

19/02/2019WRS00600420. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the timeframe in which he will 
seek a revised decision to implement minimum unit pricing here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8263/19]

19/02/2019WRS00700421. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if a deadline for seeking a revised 
decision on implementing minimum unit pricing here will be set; the reason for the failure to do 
since the enactment of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8264/19]

19/02/2019WRS00800422. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
a study which shows that alcohol pricing is not the primary determinant of cross-Border shop-
ping in view of the fact it constitutes just 12% of all spend on cross-Border trips; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8265/19]

19/02/2019WRS00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 420 to 422, 
inclusive, together.

I welcome the Deputy’s support for this important public health measure. 

I intend to seek a revised Government Decision to implement Minimum Unit Pricing after 
30 March, by which time there should be more certainty in relation to the exit of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union and its impacts. 

The 12% figure quoted by the Deputy is contained in 2013 research on Minimum Unit Pric-
ing from the University of Sheffield. That research was commissioned by my Department, in 
conjunction with the Department of Health in Northern Ireland, and forms part of the evidence 
base for the effectiveness of Minimum Unit Pricing as a measure to address the health harms 
and costs of alcohol. 

19/02/2019WRS01200Medical Card Applications

19/02/2019WRS01300423. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the grounds upon which 
a person (details supplied) was refused a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [8269/19]

19/02/2019WRS01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRS01500Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRS01600424. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a cataract operation 
will take place in the Mater Hospital for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8270/19]

19/02/2019WRS01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRS01800Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRS01900425. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a cataract operation 
will take place in the Mater Hospital for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8271/19]

19/02/2019WRS02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRS02100Cross-Border Health Services Provision
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19/02/2019WRS02200426. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding treat-
ment in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8284/19]

19/02/2019WRS02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE operates the EU Cross Border 
Directive (CBD) in Ireland. Patients in Ireland can seek to be referred to another EU/EEA 
member state for medical treatment that is available in the public health service in Ireland. The 
patient may access the overseas service in either the public or private health sector of the EU/
EEA member state they choose to receive the service in. The patient pays for the treatment and 
claims reimbursement from the HSE at the cost of that treatment in Ireland or the cost of it 
abroad, whichever is the lesser.

The HSE through the National Contact Point (NCP) provides information for patients on its 
website and can be contacted to discuss the possibility of making an application for reimburse-
ment under the CBD by post at HSE National Contact Point, St Canices, Laken, Dublin Road, 
Kilkenny, R95 P231 or by phone 056 7784551. 

19/02/2019WRS02400Cancer Screening Programmes

19/02/2019WRS02500427. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the timescale for the results of 
repeat cervical smears; the number of women in each county waiting, in tabular form; the length 
of time they are waiting; and the reason for delays.  [8285/19]

19/02/2019WRS02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In May 2018, I asked CervicalCheck to 
make the necessary arrangements to provide that any woman who had had a CervicalCheck 
smear test, and whose GP considered that she should have a further test as part of her reassur-
ance, to access such a further test without charge. This decision was made in good faith to ad-
dress the considerable fears of the many anxious women in Ireland, following issues which had 
emerged in relation to the CervicalCheck screening programme.  

In the months since then, there has been a significant increase in the volume of women pre-
senting for smear tests. This includes women who have availed of the out of cycle tests, but also 
a greater number of women presenting for scheduled screening.  This increased level of engage-
ment with the programme is very welcome. However, the increased demand has undoubtedly 
put pressure on lab capacity and turnaround times. 

The HSE has been working actively with the labs to manage this issue and to improve 
turnaround times for smear tests. In addition, the HSE is aiming to source additional screening 
capacity, which would improve the turnaround time of results; however, sourcing capacity and 
resources is a global challenge as countries start to move to primary HPV screening, which 
vastly reduces the requirement for cytology screening staff. The HSE is currently developing a 
capacity plan, which will take account of available capacity and expected demand, with the aim 
of bringing the programme into stabilisation this year. This is a priority concern for my Depart-
ment and the HSE. 

In relation to the specific data requested, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the 
Deputy. 

19/02/2019WRS02700Disabilities Assessments

19/02/2019WRS02800428. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding an assess-
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ment of needs for a child (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8298/19]

19/02/2019WRS02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRS03000Health Services Staff Data

19/02/2019WRS03100429. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the number of staff in 
the cross-border directive unit; the number of these who are HSE staff; the number of these who 
are agency staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8299/19]

19/02/2019WRS03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

19/02/2019WRS03300Health Services Staff Recruitment

19/02/2019WRS03400430. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if he has received a 
submission seeking additional resources for the cross-border directive unit; the number of staff 
that have been requested; when the submission was received; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8300/19]

19/02/2019WRS03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The management of staffing levels for the 
HSE Cross Border Directive (CBD) office is an operational matter for the HSE.  I understand 
that a business case for increased staffing levels has been made by the CBD office and is being 
considered in the HSE. A copy of this business case was forwarded by the HSE to my Depart-
ment in May 2018 for information purposes. 

As this is an operational matter I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on 
the particulars of the staffing submission in relation to the CBD office.

19/02/2019WRS03600Cross-Border Health Services Provision

19/02/2019WRS03700431. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the number of applica-
tions received by the cross-border directive unit in each of the past five years; the number of 
these which were approved for reimbursement in each of the past five years; the amount paid 
in reimbursements in each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8301/19]

19/02/2019WRS03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 
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19/02/2019WRS03900Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRS04000432. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8314/19]

19/02/2019WRS04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRS04200Drugs Payment Scheme Administration

19/02/2019WRS04300433. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will address an anomaly 
in the drugs payment scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8318/19]

19/02/2019WRS04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 434 answered with Question No. 328.

19/02/2019WRS04600Respite Care Services Provision

19/02/2019WRS04700435. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when respite care will be pro-
vided in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8325/19]

19/02/2019WRS04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
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referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRS04900Home Help Service Provision

19/02/2019WRS05000436. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if additional home help hours 
which were allocated to a person (details supplied) will be put in place as soon as possible.  
[8329/19]

19/02/2019WRS05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

19/02/2019WRS05200Healthcare Policy

19/02/2019WRS05300437. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health when an action plan to im-
plement Sláintecare will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8335/19]

19/02/2019WRS05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As per Parliamentary Question No. 159 of 
the 24 January 2019, in September, the Executive Director of the Sláintecare Programme Of-
fice commenced refining the Implementation Strategy into a detailed Action Plan for 2019. I 
can confirm that the Action Plan 2019 has been developed and, following the finalisation of the 
HSE’s National Service Plan, Project Teams are now being established to drive delivery.

The Action Plan will be presented to Sláintecare’s High Level Delivery Board and will be 
published thereafter.

The Sláintecare Programme Office is committed to transparency at all stages of the imple-
mentation of Sláintecare. The Programme Office will publish rolling plans annually and prog-
ress reports will be published on a biannual basis.

19/02/2019WRS05500Organ Donation

19/02/2019WRS05600438. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health when the opt-out organ 
donation legislation will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8364/19]

19/02/2019WRS05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The General Scheme of a Human Tissue 
(Transplantation, Post-Mortem, Anatomical Examination and Public Display) Bill is being fi-
nalised at present and will be submitted to Government shortly.   

The General Scheme will include provisions for a soft opt-out system of consent for de-
ceased organ donation.  

19/02/2019WRS05800Abortion Services Provision

19/02/2019WRS05900439. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the in-
troduction of legislation to ensure safe access to premises in which termination of pregnancy 
services may be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8365/19]

19/02/2019WRS06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, it is my intention to 
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introduce legislation to ensure safe access to premises in which termination of pregnancy ser-
vices may be provided. The aim of the legislation would be to allow patients, service providers, 
healthcare staff and members of the public to enter such premises without fear of intimidation 
or harassment.

While it was originally intended to provide for such safe access in the Health (Regulation 
of Termination of Pregnancy) Bill 2018, a number of legal issues were identified during the 
drafting process. In order to allow full consideration of these issues, Government approved the 
drafting of a separate piece of legislation on safe access to health services.

Officials in my Department are working with the Office of the Attorney General on this 
legislation with a view to having a General Scheme by the summer.

19/02/2019WRS06100Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

19/02/2019WRS06200440. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 161 of 24 January 2019, the number of persons waiting for orthodontic treatment 
by time periods (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8366/19]

19/02/2019WRS06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRT00200Primary Care Services Provision

19/02/2019WRT00300441. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 161 of 24 January 2019, if comparable data can be supplied for each CHO; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [8367/19]

19/02/2019WRT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRT00500Protected Disclosures

19/02/2019WRT00600442. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE has yet to 
provide a response other than to confirm its receipt to a protected disclosure of information it 
received on 16 February 2018 (details supplied); the status of the disclosure and the associated 
investigation into the allegations contained therein; the reason none of the complainants or wit-
nesses involved have been called upon to give evidence in relation to the disclosure; when the 
complainants will receive further correspondence from the HSE in relation to the disclosure; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8376/19]

19/02/2019WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under Section 21 of the Protected Disclo-
sures Act 2014, all public bodies must establish and maintain procedures for the making of 
protected disclosures by workers who are or were employed by the public body and for dealing 
with such disclosures. 

As this protected disclosure relates to the HSE, I have referred the question to the HSE for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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19/02/2019WRT00800HSE Staff Recruitment

19/02/2019WRT00900443. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the way in which two formally 
vacant HSE posts were filled (details supplied); if the recruitment processes and execution of 
same were identical with respect to both posts; if not, the reason for such variation; if interviews 
were part of the recruitment process to choose a successful candidate in the case of both these 
roles; if so, the number of candidates interviewed respectively for both; if tenure was consid-
ered in both instances as part of the formal assessment and evaluation process of the candidates; 
if so, the number of individual years of service the chosen candidates had accumulated, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8377/19]

19/02/2019WRT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

19/02/2019WRT01100Pharmaceutical Sector

19/02/2019WRT01200444. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of pharmaceutical as-
sistants following recommendations by a society (details supplied).  [8382/19]

19/02/2019WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to: 

1.  What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and 

2.  What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

Following a period of public consultation, the Council of the PSI considered the proposed 
draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) 
Rules 2018 at its meeting of 20 September 2018, where the Council approved the draft rules 
without amendment.  Following this, the PSI undertook to redraft the Rules in relation to what 
may or not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on behalf of a regis-
tered pharmacist. 

On 6 December, the Council of the PSI approved a revised draft of the Pharmaceutical Soci-
ety of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2018 for issuance for 
public consultation. This public consultation commenced on 13 December 2018 and ran until 
11 January 2019, affording any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the 
matter directly to the PSI.

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on the 14th February 2019. 
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My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of any such Rules once 
submitted for my consent. I must consider any Rules presented to me from a fair and impartial 
perspective, without prejudice or prejudgment. 

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and, until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.

19/02/2019WRT01400Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRT01500445. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied). [8392/19]

19/02/2019WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRT01700Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRT01800446. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be admitted to have an operation carried out at the Midland Hospital, Tullamore; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8402/19]

19/02/2019WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRT02000Nursing Home Services
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19/02/2019WRT02100447. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date in 
providing an alternative nursing facility to both St. Annes Nursing Home and Clifden Hospital 
in Clifden, County Galway; the details of the facilities it is proposed to provide in the new fa-
cility; if there will be two hospice beds; if there will be provision there for the administering of 
intravenous antibiotics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8410/19]

19/02/2019WRT02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

19/02/2019WRT02300Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRT02400448. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with a value in excess of €10 million that 
came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; if so, 
the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8425/19]

19/02/2019WRT02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department does not enter contracts for 
capital projects.  

The HSE is the main agency with responsibility for the delivery and management of health-
care infrastructure. 

As Minister for Health, I am responsible for the approval of the Health Service Executive’s 
capital plans in accordance with the Health Acts, in particular, Part 7 of the Health Act 2004 as 
amended. My Department oversees the implementation of the capital programme through the 
allocation of funding, the negotiation and approval of HSE corporate and annual plans and the 
monitoring of the implementation of annual plans. 

Agencies under the aegis of my Department are required to comply with the  Code of Prac-
tice for the Governance of State Bodies and the Public Spending Code. The management of 
contracts on capital projects is a matter for each agency. Variations can occur in the cost of 
capital projects for a number of different reasons, including amendments to specifications after 
the original contract is signed.

 

19/02/2019WRT02600Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2019WRT02700449. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of the recogni-
tion of fibromylagia as a debilitating disease; the research the HSE or his Department have 
undertaken to better understand fibromylagia, its symptoms and possible treatments; if there is 
a record of the number of persons affected by the disease; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [8431/19]

19/02/2019WRT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are no plans at present to add Fibro-
myalgia to the list of conditions currently listed under the Long Term illness scheme.  However, 
any patient with a condition, not listed under the Long Term Illness Scheme, is eligible to apply 
to the Drugs Payment Scheme or to apply for a Medical Card.

As elements of this PQ refer to service matters, it is being referred to the HSE for attention 
and direct reply. 
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19/02/2019WRT02900Health Screening Programmes

19/02/2019WRT03000450. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the cervical results 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8447/19]

19/02/2019WRT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE advises that the results of a cervi-
cal screening test (smear test) are sent to the GP or clinic of the woman who took the test, and 
that the HSE then writes to the woman to let her know when her results are available. In this 
instance I take it that the Deputy is referring to a delay in the receipt of results following a smear 
test and will respond on that basis.

In May 2018, I asked CervicalCheck to make the necessary arrangements to provide that 
any woman who had had a CervicalCheck smear test, and whose GP considered that she should 
have a further test as part of her reassurance, to access such a further test without charge. This 
decision was made in good faith to address the considerable fears of the many anxious women 
in Ireland, following issues which had emerged in relation to the CervicalCheck screening pro-
gramme. 

In the months since then, there has been a significant increase in the volume of women pre-
senting for smear tests. This includes women who have availed of the out of cycle tests, but also 
a greater number of women presenting for scheduled screening. This increased level of engage-
ment with the programme is very welcome. However, the increased demand has undoubtedly 
put pressure on lab capacity and turnaround times. 

The HSE has been working actively with the labs to manage this issue and to improve 
turnaround times for smear tests. In addition, the HSE is aiming to source additional screening 
capacity, which would improve the turnaround time of results; however, sourcing capacity and 
resources is a global challenge as countries start to move to primary HPV screening, which 
vastly reduces the requirement for cytology screening staff. The HSE is currently developing a 
capacity plan, which will take account of available capacity and expected demand, with the aim 
of bringing the programme into stabilisation this year. This is a priority concern for my Depart-
ment and the HSE. 

The HSE advises that the CervicalCheck Programme has recently agreed with laboratories 
to prioritise those slides which originate from women who attended colposcopy, as this cohort 
of women are considered to have the most serious need. 

The HSE also advises that the natural history of cervical cancer would indicate that the 
disease would normally develop over a period of 10 to 15 years. Due to this very fact, it is 
important that any woman of screening age attends for cervical screening each and every time 
she is invited to participate. The HSE has advised that in this context, a delay in the return of 
cervical screening results, whilst undesirable, is not necessarily dangerous and poses a very low 
risk to women.

19/02/2019WRT03200Rare Diseases Strategy

19/02/2019WRT03300451. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if a grant for treatment that has 
been approved by the Rare Disease Technical Review Committee can be denied. [8449/19]

19/02/2019WRT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, relating to the 
work of the Rare Diseases Medicinal Products/Technology Review Committee, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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19/02/2019WRT03500Hospital Appointments Administration

19/02/2019WRT03600452. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8491/19]

19/02/2019WRT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRT03800Hospital Appointments Administration

19/02/2019WRT03900453. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8492/19]

19/02/2019WRT04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRT04100Hospital Appointments Status

19/02/2019WRT04200454. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a hospital appointment for cataract surgery; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8493/19]

19/02/2019WRT04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

19/02/2019WRT04400Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRT04500455. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the number of State contracts that 
were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 2011 to date in his Department 
or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the reason the lowest tender or bid was not chosen; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8808/19]

19/02/2019WRT04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I thank the Deputy for the clarification re-
ceived regarding contract value. However, the information requested by the Deputy is not rou-
tinely available within the Department. I will arrange for the question to be circulated within the 
Department and provide a reply of collated responses as soon as possible.  

Information regarding agencies under the aegis are operational matters for the relevant  
CEO/Director/Chairperson.  I have also forwarded the question for their investigation and di-
rect reply to the Deputy. 

19/02/2019WRT04700Hare Coursing

19/02/2019WRT04800456. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son for a perceived inconsistency regarding hunting laws here in which it is legal to hunt hares 
with beagles and harriers for open coursing but illegal to hunt for hares for open coursing with 
greyhounds and lurchers. [7672/19]

19/02/2019WRT04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coursing is 
regulated under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly by the Irish Coursing Club (ICC), 
subject to the general control of Bord na gCon. The ICC is committed to maintaining high stan-
dards in the sport of coursing, and it actively promotes the protection and conservation of the 
Irish hare. 

Coursing operates in a highly regulated environment coupled with a comprehensive set of 
rules directly applied by the ICC. Hares are sourced under a licence from the Minister of Cul-
ture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht, issued annually with a total of 26 conditions. These include a 
variety of measures, including a requirement that a qualified veterinarian attends at all coursing 
meetings to report on the health of the hares, a prohibition on the coursing of hares more than 
once in the same day, a prohibition on the coursing of sick or pregnant hares and a requirement 
that hares be released back into the wild during daylight hours.

In addition, the ICC undertakes a range of actions to address issues related to health and 
welfare. Coursing clubs are required to comply fully with directives, instructions and guidance 
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notes issued by the ICC in all matters relating to the capture, keeping in captivity, tagging, 
marking, coursing and release of hares, and the muzzling of greyhounds.

A monitoring committee on coursing is in place, comprising officials from my Department, 
the ICC and the National Parks and Wildlife Services (NPWS), to monitor developments in 
coursing and in that regard the situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing is 
run in a well controlled and responsible manner in the interests of both hares and greyhounds.

The committee meets after each coursing season to review the outcome of all coursing 
meetings, having particular regard to hare and greyhound welfare.   

I believe that it is critically important that those involved in coursing operate in accordance 
with the regulatory framework and that the welfare of both hares and greyhounds is at the fore-
front at all times.

The other issues raised by the Deputy are beyond my Department’s remit.

19/02/2019WRT05000Farm Inspections

19/02/2019WRT05100457. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if an inspection and-or## investigation regarding the condition of sheep at a farm (details sup-
plied) in County Kildare has been carried out; and if so, the outcome of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [7673/19]

19/02/2019WRT05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I thank the 
Deputy for this information, which has been assigned for investigation. 

The Deputy may be aware my Department operates a confidential animal welfare helpline 
through which members of the public can report incidents of animal cruelty and neglect for 
investigation: 

Call Save 0761 064408

01 6072379

Email address - animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie  . All calls received are followed up as 
appropriate. 

19/02/2019WRT05300Land Issues

19/02/2019WRT05400458. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
landowner can lease out land to another person if there are no issues in relation to the division 
of commonage (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7704/19]

19/02/2019WRT05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The leasing of 
land is a civil matter and the persons involved should seek their own independent legal advise. 
However, with regard to the parcel mentioned by the Deputy, the townland of Cloonacool has 
not been declared as common land in the past, nor does the folio for said lands indicate that the 
lands are legally considered as land farmed in common. 

In certain circumstances, grazing rights to hill land can only be leased to an individual where 
the appurtenant lowlands are also leased to this individual.  However as the lands in Cloonacool 
are not subject to grazing rights then it does not apply in this instance.
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Any lands declared under the various area based payment schemes operated by this Depart-
ment (BPS, Greening, ANC, GLAS etc.) must adhere to the various land eligibility rules as set 
out in the Terms and Conditions of said schemes and the Guide to Land Eligibility which have 
been provided to all claimants and are available on the Departments website.

19/02/2019WRT05600Bord Bia

19/02/2019WRT05700459. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
70 day rule under the quality assurance scheme will be reviewed and altered (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7748/19]

19/02/2019WRT05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The 70 day 
residency rule which is part of Bord Bia’s quality assurance scheme states that the animal must 
have spent the last 70 days (unbroken) in the Quality Assured Chain. 

It does not preclude movements to marts. Bord Bia place no restrictions on the number of 
movements a bovine has had, for it to be deemed Quality Assured. 

19/02/2019WRT05900Beef Industry

19/02/2019WRT06000460. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 4 
movement rule on cattle will be amended (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7749/19]

19/02/2019WRT06100463. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
is satisfied that the 4-movement rule on cattle is the most effective way to ensure quality as-
surance and the best prices for farmers; if there is evidence to show that additional movement 
between farms prior to slaughter affects the quality of meat; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7834/19]

19/02/2019WRT06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 460 and 463 together.

A Quality Payment System (QPS) for the payment in respect of certain categories of cattle 
at slaughter plants was introduced in 2009 by agreement between Meat Industry Ireland (MII) 
and the Irish Farmers Association (IFA).   

My understanding is that any additional bonus payments and the conditions attached to 
qualification for such bonus payments are determined by processors and their customers. Such 
conditions include a limit on the number of movements of cattle in their lifetime prior to slaugh-
ter. This is a private arrangement and my Department has no role in its design. 

19/02/2019WRT06300Bord Bia Strategy

19/02/2019WRT06400461. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the plans Bord Bia has to establish a distinctive marketing strategy for grass fed beef; if beef 
produced from feedlots can avail of the Bord Bia quality assurance mark; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7831/19]

19/02/2019WRT06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord Bia and 



Questions - Written Answers

192

Teagasc are undertaking initial exploration of the development of “Grass fed” standards in the 
dairy sector, with the potential to extend to other livestock types.   

Producers who can adhere to the terms of the Bord Bia quality assurance schemes are eli-
gible to participate, regardless of their system type.

19/02/2019WRT06600Single Payment Scheme Payments

19/02/2019WRT06700462. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 213 of 30 January 2019, if the application forms will be 
forwarded again to a person (details supplied) [7833/19]

19/02/2019WRT06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As requested 
by the Deputy, the necessary forms have been re-issued to the person named on 13 February 
2019.

         Question No. 463 answered with Question No. 460.

19/02/2019WRU00300Basic Payment Scheme Applications

19/02/2019WRU00400464. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 493 of 5 February 2019 when it is proposed to update the decision 
made on 14 November 2018 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7857/19]

19/02/2019WRU00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As outlined 
in the previous answer on 5th February, the commonage land in question is currently being up-
dated and this may impact on a number of farmers who declared this  parcel on their Basic Pay-
ment Scheme applications.  The updates are currently on-going and, once they are completed, 
any outstanding payments due to the person named will issue.

In addition, the person named submitted an application to my Department under the 2015 
National Reserve ‘Young Farmer’ category.  The application was successful and the applicant 
was informed of the allocation from the 2015 National Reserve in a letter dated the 27th of July, 
2016.  Once the land area for 2015 has been updated, the allocation under the 2015 National 
Reserve will be reviewed to take account of any additional eligible land area and the person 
named will be notified in writing of the outcome.

19/02/2019WRU00600Agriculture Scheme Administration

19/02/2019WRU00700465. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
timeline and application details for the farmer low cost loans scheme which was announced in 
budget 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7862/19]

19/02/2019WRU00800471. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount which will be available to farmers to borrow under the farmer low cost loans scheme; 
the rate on which the funding will be made available; when these funds will be available; the 
funds which can be used to finance in view of the fact that the scheme was announced in budget 
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2018 but is still lacking clarity; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [7936/19]

19/02/2019WRU00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 465 and 471 together.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme has been developed by my Department and DBEI in part-
nership with the Department of Finance, the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) 
and the European Investment Fund (EIF).  It will be delivered through participating finance pro-
viders and make up to €300 million of investment loans available to eligible Irish businesses, 
including farmers and the agri-food & seafood sectors.

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and new entrant farmers, especially the 
cohort who do not have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-scale farmers, who 
often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking institu-
tion.

The loans will be competitively priced, will be for terms of 8-10 years and will support 
strategic long-term investment in a post-Brexit environment. There is a minimum loan amount 
of €100,000 for SMEs or €50,000 for primary agriculture. The maximum loan amount is 
€3,000,000 and loans of under €500,000 will be made on an unsecured basis.

There will be €50 million to €60 million available initially for farmers, within an overall 
agri-food package of €120 million. Should demand exceed these levels, this can be reviewed.

The Scheme features a two-stage application process whereby initial application is made 
through the SBCI website. Successful applicants are issued an eligibility reference number 
which can then be used in an application to one of the participating finance providers. Approval 
of loans is subject to the finance providers’ own credit policies and procedures.  Further infor-
mation including a FAQ document may be accessed on the DAFM website via the following 
link: https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/agri-foodindustry/agri-foodandtheeconomy/agri-foodbusi-
ness/futuregrowthloanscheme/.

SBCI recently issued an open call inviting banks and other lenders to become lending part-
ners and this closed on 11 February. SBCI advise that a period of due diligence, which will 
include the EIF, will now follow. I have urged SBCI to operationalise the Scheme as soon as 
possible. The Scheme will run for three years from its launch date and further announcements 
in this regard will be made shortly.

19/02/2019WRU01000Agriculture Scheme Payments

19/02/2019WRU01100466. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7876/19]

19/02/2019WRU01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): It would not 
be appropriate to comment on this matter as it is the subject of ongoing legal proceedings.

19/02/2019WRU01300Bovine Disease Controls

19/02/2019WRU01400467. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the study into establishing the prevalence of mycoplasma bovis infection in the national herd 
has commenced; if the study will differentiate between feedlot produce beef and extensively 
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produced beef; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7878/19]

19/02/2019WRU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): DAFM has 
recently completed two large studies on the occurrence of Mycoplasma bovis infection in the 
Irish cattle population.

A seroprevalence survey for Mycoplasma bovis was carried out by DAFM Laboratories in 
conjunction with Animal Health Ireland during 2018. In this survey, a single bulk milk tank 
sample was collected from each of 1327 dairy herds and tested for antibodies to M. bovis. This 
survey found that 595 of the 1,327 samples that were tested (i.e. 45% of the herds that were 
sampled) yielded a positive result. Detection of antibodies in a bulk milk sample indicates evi-
dence of previous exposure of at least one of the cows that is contributing to the bulk milk tank. 
Further analysis of results from this study is being planned to identify factors associated with 
those herds that had a positive bulk milk result.

Mycoplasma bovis is a common cause of respiratory disease in cattle. A second recent study 
undertaken by DAFM Laboratories was focused on the causative agents of respiratory disease 
in weaned cattle in Ireland. In this study M. bovis was detected in 16% of cattle that were sub-
mitted for post mortem examination and diagnosed with respiratory disease at one of DAFM’s 
Regional Veterinary Laboratories. A previous DAFM study in 2001 identified M. bovis in 18% 
of pneumonic cattle lungs, suggesting that its contribution to bovine respiratory disease has 
changed little over the last 15 years.

While these studies did not differentiate between cattle in feedlot systems and those that 
were more extensively reared at grass, they do provide baseline information on the prevalence 
of this infection in the national cattle herd and its contribution to bovine respiratory disease in 
Ireland.

Animal health Ireland provides advice on its website for the prevention and control of en-
demic or “production” disease in cattle such as those caused by M. bovis infection.

19/02/2019WRU01600Transport of Animals

19/02/2019WRU01700468. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on a matter regarding horse transport (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7885/19]

19/02/2019WRU01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment would be happy to consider the proposal in respect of the suggested system of approval 
discs and any required legislative changes in consultation with the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport.

19/02/2019WRU01900Bovine Disease Controls

19/02/2019WRU02000469. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of cattle slaughtered from TB programme defined feedlot herds in each of the years 
2014 to 2018; his plans to differentiate beef produced from intensive feedlots; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7899/19]

19/02/2019WRU02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
table gives the number of cattle slaughtered from TB programme defined feedlots in each of the 
years 2014 to 2018. My Department has no plans to differentiate beef produced from intensive 
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feedlots.

- Animals slaughtered in EU approved plants, originating from TB restrict-
ed feedlot herds

2014 161,172
2015 198,202
2016 237,816
2017 263,157
2018 294,811

19/02/2019WRU02200Single Payment Scheme Payments

19/02/2019WRU02300470. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a 2018 single farm payment in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7904/19]

19/02/2019WRU02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A 2018 Basic 
Payment Application was received in respect of the person named on 26 March 2018.

The processing of his application was completed and an advance payment issued on 16 
October 2018. A balancing payment issued 03 December 2018. Both payments issued to the 
nominated bank account of the person named.

In relation to the query on the Depopulation Grant, the person named did not receive a 
Depopulation Grant as his TB infected animals were not removed through a depopulation ar-
rangement with the Department.

His animals were removed as TB reactor animals and in-contact TB reactor animals and he 
was subsequently paid compensation under the On Farm Market Valuation Scheme.  The per-
son named received a Reactor/In Contact Payment and additionally Income Supplement Grant 
payments for the animals removed.

Question No. 471 answered with Question No. 465.

19/02/2019WRU02600Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2019WRU02700472. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the redesignation of land; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7938/19]

19/02/2019WRU02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Further to 
the completion of the review of eligible lands under the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) 
scheme, which was required by EU regulation, my Department wrote to all impacted farmers 
advising of the status of their lands under the 2019 ANC scheme. These letters included a form 
to instigate an appeal. The appeals form is also available on www.agriculture.gov.ie.  For any 
farmer who wishes to appeal the status of a particular townland under the 2019 ANC scheme, 
an independently chaired appeals process is available.

My Department has received a notification of appeal from the person named in relation to 
the relevant townland. On foot of this notification, my Department has provided further infor-
mation in relation to the data underpinning the status of this townland to the person named so 
that he can base any appeal to the independent Appeals Committee on full information.
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19/02/2019WRU02900Animal Slaughtering Standards

19/02/2019WRU03000473. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason farmers are disqualified for quality payments if the cattle exceed 30 months by even a 
day or a week in view of the fact that the product on the shelf continues to contain the quality 
assurance logo. [7956/19]

19/02/2019WRU03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My under-
standing is that any additional bonus payments and the conditions attached to qualification for 
such bonus payments are determined by processors and their customers. Such conditions can 
include that cattle must be under 30 months at the age of slaughter.

This is a private arrangement and my Department has no role in its design.

19/02/2019WRU03200GLAS Payments

19/02/2019WRU03300474. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of GLAS payments for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7960/19]

19/02/2019WRU03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The above 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received all payments in respect of scheme years 2016.

Administrative checks involving a number of sections within the Department take place on 
all GLAS claims. All cases must clear validation checks before payment can issue. In this case 
an issue arose in relation to the participant’s BPS application. Department officials are working 
to resolve this issue. It is expected to be resolved shortly. Once this case clears validations the 
2017 advance payment will be processed. GLAS payments are issuing on a weekly basis.

19/02/2019WRU03500Livestock Issues

19/02/2019WRU03600475. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the negative impact the lariage services at French ports, includ-
ing Cherbourg, is having on the beef trade here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8228/19]

19/02/2019WRU03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I fully recog-
nise that live exports are an important market outlet for certain sectors of Ireland’s livestock 
industry.  They play a significant role in stimulating price competition in the domestic sector 
and provide an alternative market outlet for farmers. They are, however, commercial transac-
tions which can be impacted on by various factors.

There are challenges to be expected within the live export trade, and these challenges include 
that of capacity in lairages in France.  It is noted that lairage capacity in Cherbourg has been 
increased in recent years from approximately 1,500 calves/day to 4,000 calves/day. Department 
officials are in ongoing communication with the Irish exporters with regard to the need for their 
co-operative management between each other to ensure that the lairage capacity at Cherbourg 
is optimised. Industry have been advised to make contact with their business partners in France 
to explore options around the increase of capacity at Cherbourg.
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19/02/2019WRU03800Bovine Disease Controls

19/02/2019WRU03900476. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to resist EU proposals to impose a 30 day pre-movement TB test; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8229/19]

19/02/2019WRU04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In March 2016 
the European Parliament adopted the new Animal Health Law (Regulation (EU)2016/429). 
This involved the amalgamation of a multiplicity of legal texts into a single law with the aim of 
supporting the EU livestock sector in terms of competitiveness, food safety and ease of trade.  
The Animal Health Law is a key output of the EU animal health strategy ‘Prevention is Better 
Than The Cure’.

Under the Animal Health Law, several Delegated Acts have been drafted by the Commis-
sion, and a consultation process has been undertaken with Member States.  One of the Del-
egated Acts sets out the legislative framework for disease eradication programmes throughout 
the European Union including specifically that for bovine TB.

The Delegated Act dealing with TB ( to become operational in April 2021) has not been 
finalised, and is still undergoing scrutiny at Commission level. Ireland is continuing to engage 
with the Commission and is continuing to make representations to the relevant Commission 
officials in DG santé. It is anticipated that a public consultation process on the Act will be un-
dertaken circa April 2019.

19/02/2019WRU04100Livestock Issues

19/02/2019WRU04200477. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the possibility of increasing quality lairage capacity for calf exports in Cherbourg, France to 
satisfy increased demand in the market will be investigated; if he will direct his officials to 
engage with their relevant counterparts and partners at national and regional level in France to 
increase lairage capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8251/19]

19/02/2019WRU04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Officials of 
my Department visited Cherbourg in September last year to discuss this issue with French of-
ficials and local lairage owners. Discussions are ongoing with the French authorities on the mat-
ter. The provision of additional facilities however depends on commercial decisions by private 
industry. In January, my officials met with representatives from the IFA to brief them on our 
visit in advance of their own visit to Cherbourg.  My officials also briefed live exporters on the 
issue at a meeting with the exporters organised by Bord Bia in January.

My Department officials are in ongoing communication with the Irish exporters with regard 
to the need for co-operative management between each other to ensure that the lairage capacity 
at Cherbourg is optimised. Industry have also been advised to make contact with their business 
partners in France to explore options around the increase of capacity at Cherbourg.

19/02/2019WRU04400Brexit Preparations

19/02/2019WRU04500478. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to protect the Irish beef industry in the event of a hard Brexit; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8304/19]
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19/02/2019WRU04600480. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way in which he plans to protect livestock farmers amid growing uncertainty in relation to 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8306/19]

19/02/2019WRU04700483. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a Brexit support package for farming sectors; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8309/19]

19/02/2019WRU04800484. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way in which he plans to ensure that beef holds its position within the UK market post-Brexit 
in view of the fact that there is little opportunity for market diversification; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8310/19]

19/02/2019WRU04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 478, 480, 483 and 484 together.

The agri-food sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread 
means it underpins the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit, de-
pending on the outcome, has the potential to have a very significant impact on farmers and on 
the agri-food sector.

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties facing Ire-
land, and the assistance that might be required for its agriculture, food and fisheries sectors.

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being required in 
order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very well aware of 
the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy because this 
has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly recognised in 
the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning.

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan to discuss the poten-
tial impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors. We discussed 
the unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the challenges 
that it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate 
the potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market supports 
and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, and in-
creased flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readi-
ness to respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the situa-
tion evolves.

19/02/2019WRU05000Beef Industry

19/02/2019WRU05100479. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the fact that cattle prices here have fallen below the EU average; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8305/19]

19/02/2019WRU05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Beef Sec-
tor is an important element of the Irish rural economy and I am conscious of the importance 
that this key sector plays in rural Ireland. To this effect, I recently launched the Beef Environ-
mental Efficiency Pilot, a targeted support of €20 million for suckler farmers specifically aimed 
at further improving the economic and environmental efficiency of beef production.  As well 
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as clear environmental and climate benefits, the BEEP will provide farm gate investment at a 
time of market volatility and uncertainty relating to Brexit.  The pilot has been designed to be 
as straightforward as possible. Applications will be accepted up until this Friday 22 February, 
and I would urge all eligible farmers to apply.

Additionally, the Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) is currently the main sup-
port specifically targeted for the suckler sector, which provides Irish beef farmers with some 
€300 million in funding over the current Rural Development Programme (RDP) period. This 
scheme is an agri-environmental measure to improve the environmental sustainability of the 
national suckler herd by increasing genetic merit within the herd. Also, it should be noted an 
additional €23 million was secured for the ANC scheme in 2019, which, effectively restored the 
Budget to pre-downturn levels.

While, I am aware of the current challenges facing beef farmers, I cannot intervene directly 
in any commodity price.  Cattle prices are a matter for the processing industry and the farmers 
who supply it. Cattle prices are influenced by a variety of factors such as the level of consumer 
demand, production levels and exchange rate differences. The UK’s decision to leave the EU 
also presents enormous challenges for the entire beef sector.

I am, however, very conscious that the beef sector is currently facing a difficult period.  I 
am deeply committed to fully supporting and developing Ireland’s beef sector. I am strongly of 
the view that the existing range of supports available to suckler farmers, together with ensuring 
access to as many markets as possible, both for live animals and beef exports, are appropriate 
for the continued development of the sector. According to National Farm Survey data, suckler 
farmers receive support equivalent to approximately €500 per suckler cow on average.

One of the unique strengths of the agri-food sector has been the shared vision for the sus-
tainable development of the sector in Food Wise 2025.  It is crucial that we all continue to work 
together. At the last Beef Round table, I highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their 
inter-dependency and to support the sector through examination of mechanisms to add value 
along the supply chain and increase the strength of all links in the supply chain, including Beef 
Producer Organisations.

Officials in my Department are currently engaging extensively with stakeholders in relation 
to Beef Producer Organisations which have strong potential to help strengthen the position of 
the primary producer in the supply chain.

Question No. 480 answered with Question No. 478.

19/02/2019WRU05400Common Agricultural Policy

19/02/2019WRU05500481. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the proposed €97 million cut to the CAP budget; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8307/19]

19/02/2019WRU05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are bud-
getary challenges facing the CAP post 2020, arising not only from the UK’s decision to exit the 
EU, but also from the need to address other EU policy priorities such as migration and security. 
I would point out that in discussing the funding for the CAP post-2020, we should bear in mind 
that these discussions are taking place as part of the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 
post 2020 negotiations, agreement on which is ultimately a matter for Finance Ministers and 
EU Heads of State and Government.
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I am focused on the overall level of the CAP budget post 2020.  The MFF post 2020 pro-
posals outline a 3.9% cut to Pillar 1 Direct Payments funding, and a 15% cut to Pillar 2 Rural 
Development funding.  This is unacceptable in my view.  The retention of an adequate budget 
for the CAP post 2020 is a key priority for Ireland.

There is a possibility for Member States to contribute more to the overall EU budget, to mit-
igate against the cuts proposed in the MFF post 2020 proposals.  The Taoiseach has previously 
indicated that Ireland would contribute more to the EU budget but only if that funding contrib-
utes towards the European ideal.  The CAP is one such policy.  It contributes to job growth and 
enhancement of the position of the European rural population, delivers on public goods and, 
post 2020, it will contribute even more towards helping the EU meet its climate and environ-
mental objectives.  However, this cannot be achieved without an appropriate budget in place.

I have been advocating strongly amongst my agriculture counterparts to maintain a strong 
CAP budget. Along with counterparts from France, Spain, Finland, Portugal and Greece, we 
have called for the restoration of the CAP budget for the 2021 – 2027 period to current levels.  
Up to 20 Member States have joined this alliance and we will continue to work together in an 
effort to build consensus on this point.

I recognise that to achieve the best outcome, we need to seek common ground with like 
minded Member States.  Ireland will continue to seek to build alliances as the negotiations for 
the next CAP and its budgetary allocation progress and I will continue to fight for a strong CAP 
budget.

19/02/2019WRU05700Agrifood Sector

19/02/2019WRU05800482. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to seek exemptions on EU state aid limits on member states in view of Brexit; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8308/19]

19/02/2019WRU05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agri-food 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular. As such, Brexit has the potential to 
have a very significant impact on farmers and on the agri-food sector throughout Ireland.

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being required in 
order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very well aware of 
the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy because this 
has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly recognised in 
the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning.

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan to discuss the poten-
tial impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors. We discussed the 
unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the challenges that 
it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the 
potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market supports and 
exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, as well as 
increased flexibility under State Aid regulations, which has already been the subject of discus-
sions with the Commission. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readiness to respond and 
support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the situation evolves.
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As regards state aid limits, my Department operates the State aid rules and regulations gov-
erning the agriculture sector, where the state aid limits under the agriculture de minimis regula-
tion are currently set at €15,000 per undertaking over a rolling three year period.

With regard to increases or exemptions to state aid limits, this is a matter for the Department 
of Business, Enterprise & Innovation, who are the competent authority for the implementation 
of the general State aid rules and regulations in Ireland.

  Questions Nos. 483 and 484 answered with Question No. 478.

19/02/2019WRV00200Meat Processing Plant Inspections

19/02/2019WRV00300485. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding the controls, inspections and sanctions for factories on carcase trim, classifi-
cation and weights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8311/19]

19/02/2019WRV00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/1184 of 20 April 2017 governs the monitoring of carcase 
classification, carcase presentation and weighing.

Carcase classification and carcase presentation controls in slaughter plants are carried out 
by a dedicated team of specialist staff in the Beef Carcase Classification Section within my 
Department.  Classification Officers conduct unannounced, on-the-spot inspections in 32 beef 
slaughtering plants to ensure that Carcase Classification is carried out in accordance with EU 
Regulations. The number of inspections conducted annually significantly exceeds the legal re-
quirement for the minimum number of inspections set down in EU legislation. In 2018, my 
Department conducted almost 550 inspections.

Since January 1st, 2019, additional monitoring of carcase presentation by my Department’s 
veterinary public health inspection staff (VPHIS) in these factories is in place. This will provide 
further assurance to stakeholders that the appropriate dressing specification is being applied.  
These staff will provide a supporting role for the Beef Carcase Classification staff.  

Regarding sanctions, under legislation (SI 363/2010), non-compliance with the  legislation 
attracts a maximum on the spot fine of €200 per carcase.  In addition, any person who commits 
an offence under these Regulations is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
€5,000 or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to both.

19/02/2019WRV00500Animal Welfare

19/02/2019WRV00600486. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there is a centralised point that records all actions taken under the Animal Health and Welfare 
Act 2013 in general and specifically regarding notices, charges, prosecutions, convictions and 
sentences; if so, the location of this centralised system; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8319/19]

19/02/2019WRV00700487. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of charges, prosecutions, convictions and sentencing for each offence under the 
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 since its inception; the number of served notices under the 
Act; the requirements under the notices; the outcome of these notices by region; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8320/19]
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19/02/2019WRV00800488. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of cases initiated under the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 since its incep-
tion in the event that there is no centralised collection point of actions taken under the Act; the 
outcomes of these cases by notices, charges, prosecutions, convictions and sentences; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [8321/19]

19/02/2019WRV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 486 to 488, inclusive, together.

The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 was enacted, after lengthy and constructive debate 
in both Houses of the Oireachtas and came into operation on 6 March 2014.

The Act provides for prosecution of offences in the District Court by the Minister for Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine, local authorities and members of An Garda Síochána.  Matters 
tried on indictment are the remit of the Director of Public Prosecutions in the normal manner.

The provisions of the Act are enforced by Authorised Officers of my Department, An Garda 
Síochána, officers of Customs and Excise and authorised officers of ISPCA, DSPCA, Irish 
Greyhound Board and the Turf Club.  These officers investigate matters relating to animal 
cruelty and neglect and, where the evidence supports such action, it is my policy that a file is 
prepared and the matter pursued through the Courts.

Since the inception of the Act, my Department has initiated 67 prosecutions that resulted 
in 65 convictions. Two individuals died before trial.  There are currently two appeals pending 
before the Circuit Court.  The probation Act was applied in 5 instances. Fines totalling in excess 
of €50,000 have been imposed and 1 person, who has appealed the sentence, was sentenced to a 
term of imprisonment; a further 3 individuals have received suspended sentences. Disqualifica-
tion orders under section 58 of the Act have been imposed on 8 persons. 

A further 11 files have been sent to the Chief State Solicitor with a view to instituting pro-
ceedings while summonses have issued in 16 cases which remain before the Courts.

The Act also provides for Animal Health and Welfare Notices to be issued by authorised 
officers. This means that minor situations can be addressed at an early stage and that encourage-
ment, guidance and best practice are introduced rather than just punishment.  It also provides 
for Fixed Penalty Notices to be issued in minor cases and allows authorised officers to seize and 
re-home animals where the owner is no longer able to care for his/her animals. 

It has not been possible to collate the information sought regarding notices in the time al-
lowed, however my Department will provide further detail directly to the Deputy in due course.

Actions taken by An Garda Síochána and Customs and Excise are a matter for those bodies.

19/02/2019WRV01200Meat Processing Plants

19/02/2019WRV01300489. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of cows of UK origin slaughtered in factories here per month in 2017 and 2018, 
respectively, and in January 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8344/19]

19/02/2019WRV01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The following 
statistics have been extracted from the Department’s Animal Identification Movement (AIM) 
database.

On the Department’s Animal Identification Movement (AIM) database the origin of an ani-
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mal is based on the location of the particular herd it is born into. Therefore Irish tagged animals 
which are re-imported are excluded from these statistics.

The following categories have been included: females; of which, females over two years of 
age on the import date; and of which, females over two years old that had calved.   

Based on the above categories the total number of females greater than 2 years of age bear-
ing UK tags imported for slaughter into the country in 2017 was 6,488, of which 5,551 had 
calved. The corresponding figure for 2018 was 5,429 and 5,087, respectively.

2017 2018
Female UK >2 
yrs old

Female UK  
> 2 yrs that 
had calved *

Female UK  
> 2 yrs old

Female UK  
>2 yrs that 
had calved *

January 433 398 January 600 509
February 319 276 February 317 300
March 398 373 March 254 238
April 678 422 April 359 343
May 657 436 May 471 449
June 372 279 June 418 380
July 203 188 July 428 384
August 403 384 August 631 606
September 924 821 September 306 299
October 817 799 October 621 607
November 717 696 November 738 694
December 567 479 December 286 278
Total 6,488 5,551 Total 5,429 5,087 

19/02/2019WRV01500Common Agricultural Policy Reform

19/02/2019WRV01600490. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the way in which his Department plans to evaluate if the CAP proposals proposed by the 
main farming organisations truly reflect the views of farmers; if he will allow all farmers to vote 
on the CAP proposals through an online system such as agfood.ie or through veterinary offices; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8345/19]

19/02/2019WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The new regu-
lations for the CAP 2021-27 were launched on Friday 1 June 2018 by Commissioner Hogan. 
The proposals, as drafted, involve significant changes, including in relation to governance, the 
distribution of direct payments among farmers and the increasing environmental conditional-
ity attaching to such payments. These proposals are complex and we are now in the middle of 
intensive and challenging negotiations for the next CAP 2021-27.   However, the proposals are 
just that and we still have some way to go before agreement on these proposals will be achieved.

I have always sought to have a broad consultation on these proposals.  In February 2018, I 
launched my Department’s public consultation process which included six meetings with stake-
holders across the country.  The objective of the consultation was to allow members of the pub-
lic outline their views on the issue, having regard to the challenges facing the sector.  In total, 
164 written submissions were received, which included responses from farming organisations 
such as the IFA, INHFA, ICMSA, ICOS, ICMSA among others. The submissions provided a 
vital insight into farming and societal views.   
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In addition to the public consultation, I hosted a Conference in July 2018 on the new CAP 
legislative proposals for interested stakeholders, including farm bodies, state agencies and the 
environmental pillar. This was a timely opportunity to bring all interested stakeholders together 
for a constructive discussion on the future CAP. The range of speakers came from the political 
sphere, from the European Commission, and from my Department.  The conference was a very 
useful opportunity to hear the views of the many stakeholders involved.  The outcome from the 
consultation process and the stakeholder conference is feeding into the Department’s on-going 
analysis and policy response to the proposals.  Since then there have been ongoing informal 
consultations with stakeholders, including farm bodies, state agencies and the environmental 
pillar. 

The CAP post 2020 proposals set out a new delivery model which requires Member States 
to submit a CAP Strategic Plan, covering Pillar I and Pillar II expenditure, to the Commission 
for approval. The process of developing the CAP Strategic Plan will be complex and will re-
quire on-going and substantive stakeholder and public consultation which will include the farm 
organisations.  Further consultation meetings will be arranged with stakeholders as the negotia-
tions and preparation of the CAP Strategic Plan progresses.

19/02/2019WRV01800Beef Data and Genomics Programme

19/02/2019WRV01900491. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
genomic traits used in the beef data and genomics programme; the relative emphasis given to 
each trait to provide a figure for the genomic index; the proportion of the phenotype expression 
of each of these genomic traits; the genetic diseases screened for in the genomic analysis; the 
reliability for each disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8405/19]

19/02/2019WRV02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This informa-
tion has been requested from ICBF and will be forwarded to the Deputy’s office when available.

19/02/2019WRV02100Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRV02200492. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with a value 
in excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 
2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8415/19]

19/02/2019WRV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that no contracts with a value in excess of €10 million within my Department 
have come in more than 10% over budget from 2016 to date.

I have been made aware of a projected cost increase on a capital project under the aegis of 
Horse Racing Ireland. This project is partially funded from private sector contributions and I 
am assured that it will not result in any additional call on capital funding from my Department.

19/02/2019WRV02400Harbours and Piers Maintenance

19/02/2019WRV02500493. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
Howth Harbour will be dredged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8448/19]
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19/02/2019WRV02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Howth Fish-
ery Harbour Centre (FHC) is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres which are 
owned, managed and maintained by my Department under Statute. 

Siltation in Howth Harbour has been recognised as an issue for some time, and the require-
ment for a dredging project to restore adequate depth in the entrance channel and within the har-
bour is accepted. The Harbour was last dredged in the early 1980s.  A number of investigative 
and preparatory works and initiatives have been undertaken over the last few years in respect 
of a potential dredging project in Howth FHC. A final site investigation report was received in 
October 2016 and has been assessed by the Department’s Engineers. This report included vital 
information on the nature and amount of the material to be dredged.

The Department also appointed a Consulting Engineer in 2016 to advise on a number of 
possible developments in Howth, including a dredging project. A final report was issued from 
the Consulting Engineers in late October 2017 which confirmed that the concentrations of con-
taminants in the sediment to be dredged are such that while the material cannot be considered 
inert, it can be classified as non hazardous. This means that dumping at sea will not be permit-
ted, which in turn has a significant effect on the project cost. 

Department Engineers subsequently met with Fingal County Council, to review possible 
operational and permitting requirements. Engagement with the Council is ongoing in regard to 
exploring disposal options for the dredged material. It would be the Department’s view that the 
material should be treated and re-used to reclaim much needed additional ground for Harbour 
use.

This project will require Planning Permission, an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) and a 
Waste License. The permitting process is likely to take up to 24 months. A variety of factors will 
impact on the cost of a potential dredging project including the disposal options, overall scale 
of the project, and market factors. 

The Department went to tender on the 3rd of October 2018 for a Consulting Engineering 
practice to bring the project through the planning, environmental permitting and design phase, 
and should a decision be made to progress the project, this consultant will also be responsible 
for the supervision of onsite works. The successful tender was commissioned for these works 
on the 19th of December 2018.  

As part of the 2019 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme, I 
have allocated €100,000 for the continuation of the preparatory works for a dredging project in 
Howth as set out above. As is the case with all developments in the six Fishery Harbour Centres, 
any future decision with regard to initiating a full dredging works project in Howth will only 
be considered on the basis of available exchequer funding and competing national priorities.

19/02/2019WRV02700Brexit Issues

19/02/2019WRV02800494. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
procedures in place for the export of specific material to Northern Ireland post Brexit (details 
supplied). [8496/19]

19/02/2019WRV02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Ireland re-
mains firmly of the view that the best and only way to ensure an orderly withdrawal and protect 
the Good Friday Agreement is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement as agreed between the EU 
and the British Government. However we will continue our preparations for all outcomes, in-
cluding for a no deal scenario. While we do not want this to happen, we are doing all we can to 
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be prepared both at home and in cooperation with our EU partners.

In relation to export requirements, the procedures are determined by the UK.  In its Prepared-
ness Notice on importing animals and animal products - last updated on 19 December 2019 and 
available at www.gov.uk/government/publications/importing-animals-and-animal-products-if-
theres-no-brexit-deal/importing-animals-and-animal-products-if-theres-no-brexit-deal  

The UK has stated that the existing arrangements will not change with the exception of 
using TRACES. Importers into the UK will have to use the UK equivalent system when it is 
operational.  On this basis it is believed that the UK will continue to seek health certification 
for live animals and certain other animal products including germinal products as mentioned by 
the Deputy after Brexit.  

19/02/2019WRV03000Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRV03100495. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of State contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 
2011 to date in his Department or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the reason the low-
est tender or bid was not chosen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8799/19]

19/02/2019WRV03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Procurement 
in my Department is governed by EU rules and regulations as well as guidance from the Depart-
ments of Finance and of Public Expenditure & Reform. The type of competitive process to be 
followed can vary depending on the size and characteristics of the contract to be awarded but 
the objective is always to achieve the best outcome for the taxpayer.

All evaluations of tenders are carried out on the basis of the Most Economically Advanta-
geous Tender process which takes into account important factors in addition to cost. While price 
is a critical factor, other facets may also be essential and the selection process takes these into 
account. For instance, the lowest bidder may have been less able to demonstrate its capacity to 
fulfil the contract or its understanding of the project than some (or all) of the other bidders. In 
some cases, the lowest bidder chooses to withdraw their tender following discussions with the 
evaluation team on the details of the work required. Alternatively, the successful bidder may 
have been more able to demonstrate that the organisation, qualification and experience of staff 
to be assigned to perform the contract could have a significant impact on the performance of the 
contract.  Frequently, it is a combination of all the required factors and the different bidders may 
have been strong in some areas and weak in others making it inaccurate to state that there was 
a particular or single reason why the lowest bidder was not awarded the contract. 

As regards the twelve State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, the information re-
quested is an operational matter for the State Bodies themselves. I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the Agencies and have requested that a response should issue within 10 days.

The number of contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year from 
2011 to date, and the reasons, can be found in the following tables.

2011

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not cho-
sen

Nil
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2012

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not chosen
1 Selection was based on the Most Economically Advantageous 

Tender (MEAT) and the cheapest tender did not score as high as 
the selected contractor in award criteria other than cost.  

1 The lowest value tender received did not meet the award criteria 
of being the most economically advantageous tender following 
tender assessment.

 2013

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not chosen
7 Tender evaluation conducted using the MEAT (Most Economically 

Advantageous Tender) principle. 
1 The lowest tender received was deemed to be non-compliant.
2014

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not chosen
Nil

2015

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not chosen
1 Tender evaluation conducted using the MEAT (Most Economically 

Advantageous Tender) principle.
2 The lowest value tender received did not meet the award criteria of 

being the most economically advantageous tender following tender 
assessment.

1 The lowest tender received withdrew their tender prior to award of 
tender; this withdrawal occurred subsequent to post tender meetings 
with that tenderer regarding their significantly low tender price.

2016

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not chosen
1 This contract was awarded following a public procurement pro-

cess. The award was based on the most economically advanta-
geous tender submitted (specifying, in addition to price, various 
other criteria including,  1. Demonstration of understanding of 
projects requirements, 2. Quality & technical merit of the method-
ological approach proposed for delivery of service, 3. Quality and 
technical merit of the team to deliver the service.)

2 Tender evaluation conducted using the MEAT (Most Economi-
cally Advantageous Tender) principle. 

1 Lowest bidder withdrew their tender.
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2017

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not chosen
1 The winning team demonstrated the best balance between sci-

entists, advisors and local experience and were chosen based on 
marks awarded for many criteria, including cost.

2 Tender evaluation conducted using the MEAT (Most Economi-
cally Advantageous Tender) principle where the cost contribution 
was 35% of total available marks.  

2 The lowest value tender received did not meet the award criteria 
of being the most economically advantageous tender following 
tender assessment.

1 Contract not awarded.
1 Lowest bidder withdrew their tender.

2018

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not chosen
2 The Service Contract was awarded on the basis of the most eco-

nomically advantageous tender, using the following criteria:- Un-
derstanding of the Clients Requirements- Quality and Technical 
Merit of the methodological approach- Quality of the proposed 
team including management structure and team members’ re-
sources- CostDAFM did not bind itself to accept the lowest or any 
tender submitted. The successful tenderer scored higher overall, 
when assessed across all of the criteria above. 

1 This was an OGP run mini competition from the OGP contract 
cleaning framework. The tenders were evaluated under 5 criteria, 
Implementation and Mobilisation Plan, Technical Resources, Staff 
and Equipment, Ongoing Operational Proposal, Customer Rela-
tionship Services and finally Price. The winning tender scored so 
highly on the first four criteria that even though theirs was not the 
lowest price, when the scoring matrix was completed it was the 
winning tender.

1 Following evaluation by the selection committee of the tenders 
received, the project management scientific and advisory elements 
of the winning group were assessed to be much superior to those 
of other applicant groups and they were chosen based on marks 
awarded for many criteria, including cost.

2 Tender evaluation conducted using the MEAT (Most Economically 
Advantageous Tender) principle where the cost contribution was 
30% of total available marks.

1 The lowest value tender received did not meet the award criteria of 
being the most economically advantageous tender following tender 
assessment.

2019 to date

Number of Projects Reason the lowest tender/bid was not chosen
Not applicable
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19/02/2019WRV03300Broadband Service Provision

19/02/2019WRV03400496. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when broadband will be made available in an area (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8488/19]

19/02/2019WRV03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie.  

The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement process. 

The Deputy makes reference to the premises’ proximity to a commercial deployment of 
high speed broadband. This deployment is part of eir’s commercial roll out of high speed broad-
band to 300,000 predominantly rural premises, in line with a Commitment Agreement signed 
with my Department in April 2017. 

Decisions made by private telecommunication operators relating to the roll out and siting of 
infrastructure to provide high speed broadband services throughout Ireland are undertaken on a 
commercial basis. I have no statutory role or function in such commercial decisions of private 
operators, and therefore cannot direct operators regarding infrastructure installation or delivery 
of services.

The NBP procurement process is now at the final stage and my priority remains to bring it to 
a fair and impartial conclusion as quickly as possible. I will bring a recommendation to Govern-
ment in relation to the NBP in the coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements.

19/02/2019WRV03600Fisheries Protection

19/02/2019WRV03700497. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the average number of adult salmon returning annually; the amount that have 
come from hatchery ranched fish; and the origin of the fish returning annually. [7691/19]

19/02/2019WRV03800499. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the average number of adult wild salmon returning annually. [7710/19]

19/02/2019WRV03900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 497 and 499 together.

Since 2007, Ireland manages salmon stocks on an individual river basis as each of Ireland’s 
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147 salmon rivers (including river sections and estuaries) has its own genetically unique stock 
of salmon. Juvenile salmon from each river migrate to sea as juveniles and return to their natal 
river to spawn and create the next generation of fish unique to that river. The origin of all wild 
Atlantic salmon is the river in which they were born. 

Management is carried out by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI). IFI is supported in its manage-
ment role by scientific advice from Ireland’s independent Standing Scientific Committee (SSC), 
comprising scientists from a range of organisations. IFI also has to have regard EU legislation, 
particularly the Habitats Directive under which salmon habitats are protected. 

Scientific and management assessments of each of the distinct stocks are carried out every 
year with IFI engaged in extensive stock monitoring which feeds into the Scientific Group’s an-
nual reviews. An average of the 5 years data is used to estimate expected returns for the coming 
year to ensure that a good or bad year does not have a disproportionate impact on the assess-
ment in any single year.

I will provide a copy of the most recent Wild Salmon and Seatrout Statistics report compiled 
by IFI which includes commercial and angling catch statistics from 2001 to 2017. This statistics 
are indicative of wild salmon abundance in this period. 

It is estimated by IFI that 200,000 Atlantic salmon returned to Irish shores last year. Popula-
tions are widely distributed throughout Irish fresh waters. This level of return as part of natural 
migration represents a comparatively healthy condition for Irish stocks relative to international 
levels. However, returns to Irish and other shores has decreased significantly in recent decades. 
It is considered that if Ireland had not adopted its management measures, including ending 
indiscriminate mixed stock fishing at sea, since 2007 the decline would be considerably more 
pronounced.

The management of wild Atlantic salmon is a shared international issue manifesting in riv-
ers in all countries around the North Atlantic. Scientific analysis from the International Council 
for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) estimates that marine survival of migrating salmon has 
been at or below 5% in the North Atlantic for more than a decade. 

The protection and conservation of salmon internationally is managed through the North 
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation (NASCO) with which Ireland is aligned through 
the European Union. Concerted international co-operation has ensured that restrictions in dis-
tant waters, to where salmon migrate, are in place via NASCO agreement. The majority stock 
component of salmon migrating from European, including Irish, waters migrates to Faroese 
waters. In 2018, my officials and those of IFI joined delegates from the EU, USA, Canada, 
Norway, the Russian Federation, Greenland and the Faroes in negotiating a multi-annual ban 
on all commercial salmon fishing in Faroese waters so that stocks migrating there are protected. 
These international discussions were chaired by Ireland. 

As regards the issue of salmon hatcheries, there are significant genetic and ecological con-
cerns when salmon reared in a hatchery environment are released into the wild and national 
policy in Ireland follows the guidelines prepared by NASCO with regard to applying the pre-
cautionary approach to any proposed stocking of hatchery reared Atlantic salmon into the wild.

There are many possible causes for decline of Atlantic salmon populations including climate 
change and sea-lice infestation from Aquaculture which impact marine survival. Stocking is not 
considered an appropriate solution. IFI’s advice for enhancement of salmon stocks nationally is 
to continue with single stock salmon management to achieve individual river spawning targets 
while also supporting habitat enhancement and removal of artificial barriers to migration rather 
than artificial stock enhancements which have potentially detrimental genetic impacts. 
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2019 commences the International Year of the Salmon which aims to bring people together 
to share knowledge, raise awareness and take action on how we can ensure the resilience of 
salmon in Ireland and in the Northern Hemisphere. I am leading Ireland’s participation in this 
international initiative.

19/02/2019WRV04000Waste Disposal Charges

19/02/2019WRV04100498. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps being taken to accelerate the process of developing a mechanism to 
provide a support for vulnerable persons with a condition such as lifelong or long-term medi-
cal incontinence to help meet the average annual cost of disposing of their domestic waste; the 
way in which the introduction of GDPR has hampered the implementation of the measure; if 
his attention has been drawn to the difficulties this has posed for persons supporting those with 
conditions that require a high volume of domestic waste; the reason a pay-by-weight system 
was rolled out prior to the provision of a domestic waste allowance; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7692/19]

19/02/2019WRV04200526. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 504 of 6 February 2018, the status of the 
issue relating to the annual support of €75 for persons with lifelong or long-term medical in-
continence; when the scheme will be introduced to assist persons meet the average annual cost 
of disposal of medical incontinence products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8174/19]

19/02/2019WRV04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 498 and 526 together. 

In line with the commitments set out in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Pol-
icy in Ireland, published in 2012, and in the interest of encouraging further waste prevention 
and greater recycling, the Government took the decision in June 2017 to phase out flat-rate fees 
for kerbside household waste collection. It is worth noting that this measure was not ‘new’ for 
about half of kerbside household waste customers, who were already on an incentivised usage 
pricing plan, i.e., a plan which contains a per lift or a weight related fee. As announced in mid-
2017, mandatory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging was not introduced. Allowing for 
a range of charging options, which encourage householders to reduce and separate their waste, 
provides flexibility to waste collectors to develop various service-price offerings that suit dif-
ferent household circumstances. 

A Price Monitoring Group was established to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste 
collection to homeowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. The 
Price Monitoring Group has considered data each month since September 2017. While fluc-
tuations in prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend is relative price 
stability.

The Department is continuing the work of developing a mechanism to provide a support for 
vulnerable persons with a condition such as lifelong or long-term medical incontinence to help 
meet the average annual cost of disposing of their domestic waste. Issues which have arisen in 
relation to the GDPR include the principle of data minimisation, necessity and proportionality 
and using consent as a basis for storing and processing medically sensitive personal informa-
tion. Notwithstanding this, I can assure the Deputy that I am committed to introducing an annual 
support as soon as practically possible in conjunction with relevant agencies and stakeholders. 



Questions - Written Answers

212

Question No. 499 answered with Question No. 497.

19/02/2019WRV04500National Broadband Plan Implementation

19/02/2019WRV04600500. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the provision of broadband for homes in the dark blue area of the national 
broadband plan map was discussed in the context of a new investment in fixed-line broadband 
made by a company (details supplied); if commitments were made to ensure availability to all 
homes in the dark blue area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7711/19]

19/02/2019WRV04700501. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the engagement he has had with a company (details supplied) regarding its an-
nouncement of an extra 80,000 homes and businesses to be covered with broadband; and the 
way in which this will impact the roll out of the national broadband plan. [7713/19]

19/02/2019WRV04800512. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of premises contained within the intervention area for the national 
broadband plan; if changes are proposed in the intervention area in view of a recent announce-
ment by a company (details supplied); the changes that will take place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7785/19]

19/02/2019WRV04900513. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the removal of 80,000 to 100,000 premises from the intervention area of the 
national broadband plan will delay the completion of the tendering process; if so, the estimated 
delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7786/19]

19/02/2019WRV05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 500, 501, 512 and 513 together.

The recent announcements of further commercial investment in high speed broadband infra-
structure by telecommunications companies is to be welcomed. Continued commercial invest-
ment in tandem with the proposed State led NBP intervention remains vital to ensuring that all 
premises in Ireland have access to a reliable and future proofed high speed broadband service. 
I note that in addition to the announcements of planned future investments, there has also been 
some additional public commentary by commercial operators as to the possible reach of the 
planned new infrastructure. 

My Department monitors the actual deployment of broadband infrastructure by commercial 
operators across the country and will continue to do so. While I have not had direct engagement 
with eir in relation to its recent announcement, or subsequent further commentary, my Depart-
ment has written to the company to arrange a meeting regarding its plans.

In order for premises to be removed from the State intervention area, a commercial opera-
tor must make a submission to my Department outlining its plans and commitments to provide 
these premises with a high speed broadband service. This is consistent with the State aid rules 
applying to State interventions to ensure the availability of high speed broadband services. Any 
such submission must satisfy the criteria set down by my Department in the mapping process 
that was set out in 2015 on my Department’s website, before the NBP procurement process 
commenced. Details are available at this link https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Manag-
ing%20IA%20Map%20-%20Consultation%20Paper%20FINAL%2021-12-15.pdf  ). 

While eir has not submitted a plan to my Department in relation to its recent announcement, 
monitoring of commercial plans is an ongoing part of the NBP and proceeds in parallel with the 
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procurement process. The NBP High Speed Broadband Map is dynamic. This means that either 
during the procurement, or following award of an NBP contract, the intervention area can be 
updated to reflect new commercial plans, or previous plans that have failed to materialise. This 
flexibility allows for an increase or decrease in the number of premises included in the State 
Intervention area.

The State Intervention area for the NBP procurement process, contains approximately 
540,000 premises. This remains as set out on my Department’s High Speed Broadband Map, 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie  .

The NBP procurement process is in its final stage and I intend to make a recommendation 
to Government in the coming weeks. 

19/02/2019WRV05200Electricity Generation

19/02/2019WRV05300502. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has received and plans to publish promised proposals by the ESB on the 
future on Moneypoint power station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7765/19]

19/02/2019WRV05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As I set out in my reply to Question No 233 on 24 January, the ESB, the owner and 
operator of the plant, has been asked for a report on the issues and options that arise in decom-
missioning the coal-fired plant at Moneypoint. As part of this study, the ESB will consider the 
best option in energy and climate policy terms. I expect to receive this report shortly. Following 
its consideration, including an assessment as to whether it contains any commercially sensitive 
information, it would be my intention to publish the report shortly thereafter.

19/02/2019WRV05500National Broadband Plan

19/02/2019WRV05600503. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will provide a progress report on the national broadband plan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7766/19]

19/02/2019WRV05700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access to 
all premises in Ireland, regardless of location. This is being achieved through a combination of 
commercial investment and a State led intervention.

The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.3 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband. 
When this Government came into office, this had risen to 52%. Today, 74% of premises can 
access high speed broadband. 

The NBP procurement process is now at the final stage. Assessment of the Final Tender 
submitted by the Bidder is ongoing and my priority is to bring the procurement process to a fair 
and impartial conclusion as quickly as possible. I intend to bring a recommendation to Govern-
ment in the coming weeks.

19/02/2019WRV05800EU Directives
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19/02/2019WRV05900504. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the details of amendments tabled at the European Council relating to the directive 
of the European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic 
products on the environment. [7768/19]

19/02/2019WRV06000509. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if there is a protocol or guidelines for his Department regarding sharing informa-
tion, including amendments that are not available to the public with lobbyists, industry officials, 
NGOs and others during EU interinstitutional negotiations; and his views on the sharing of 
such information with a company (details supplied) in relation to the directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the 
environment. [7773/19]

19/02/2019WRV06100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 504 and 509 together.

I announced in January that government departments, public bodies, and schools will lead 
the way in the response to cutting down on single use plastics, with a number of measures, 
including no longer purchasing single-use plastic cups, cutlery and straws for use within their 
offices.

Since 4th January 2019, no government department will purchase single-use plastic cups, 
cutlery and straws for use within their offices In addition, all public bodies including state agen-
cies and schools will not purchase single-use plastic beverage cups, cutlery and drinking straws 
after 31 March 2019, except where specific public health/hygiene or safety issues arise. 

In relation to the directive mentioned by the Deputy, Ireland did not table any amendments 
to the Directive. Indeed, our negotiating position throughout the process was to support a higher 
level of ambition. 

This reflects Ireland’s position as one of the leading countries in the EU for packaging recy-
cling and recovery. The latest statistics for packaging recycling for 2016 published by the EPA 
show that Ireland has met and exceeded all EU targets for packaging recycling and recovery. 
In relation to plastic packaging specifically, Ireland has exceeded its recycling target by 60% 
- Ireland recycled 36% of its plastic packaging waste in 2016 against an EU target of 22.5%. 
The overall packaging recycling and recovery rate in Ireland has grown from a very low base 
to 88% in 2016. 

Repak is approved under licence by the Minister for Communications, Climate Action & 
Environment to operate as a compliance scheme for packaging recovery, and have extensive 
expertise in this area. It is normal practice to seek the views of experts when considering a na-
tional response to a draft proposal. 

19/02/2019WRV06200Greenhouse Gas Emissions

19/02/2019WRV06300505. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to revise Ireland’s nationally determined contribution for 2030 in respect 
of the Paris Agreement; and the percentage of greenhouse gas reduction compared to 2005 lev-
els he would endorse. [7769/19]

19/02/2019WRV06400507. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the communication from the European Commission, A Clean Planet 
for All, a European strategic long-term vision for a prosperous, modern, competitive and cli-
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mate neutral economy.  [7771/19]

19/02/2019WRV06500508. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of preparations for a long-term low greenhouse gas emission develop-
ment strategy, which is due to be submitted to the UNFCCC secretariat in 2020 according to the 
obligations of the Paris Agreement. [7772/19]

19/02/2019WRV06600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 505, 507 and 508 together.

The Paris Agreement was adopted by Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) in December 2015. The Agreement is designed to meet its objectives 
through Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) submitted by all parties to the Agree-
ment. 

Ireland will contribute to the Paris Agreement via the NDC submitted by the EU on behalf 
of its Member States, which commits the EU to a 40% reduction in EU-wide emissions by 2030 
compared to 1990. This commitment for 2030 is based on EU-wide reductions in the Emissions 
Trading System (ETS) sector of 43%, and the non-ETS sector of 30%. 

Ireland’s contribution to the overall 30% reduction in the non-ETS sector by 2030, as well 
as the contributions to be made by other Member States, was negotiated between the EU and its 
Member States in the context of the European Commission’s Effort Sharing Regulation (ESR) 
Proposal. Ireland’s target under the ESR is for a 30% reduction in GHG emissions by 2030 on 
2005 levels.

Ireland fully supports the first commitment made by the EU under the Paris Agreement to 
reduce emissions by at least 40% by 2030, compared with 1990 levels. With the ambitious 2030 
targets agreed at EU level recently for renewable energy and for energy efficiency, coupled with 
strong ambition in relation to emissions standards for both light and heavy duty vehicles, the 
EU may reduce its overall emissions by more than the 40% committed to by 2030. 

The Paris Agreement also invites Parties to communicate, by 2020, to the UNFCCC Secre-
tariat their respective long-term low greenhouse gas emissions strategies. I welcome the publi-
cation by the Commission in November 2018, of its Communication “A Clean Planet for All”, 
as an essential analytical underpinning for the preparation of an EU Long-Term Strategy for 
submission to the UNFCCC. 

The Commission’s Communication presents a strategic vision, supported by a detailed 
analysis, on how the EU can contribute to the delivery of the Paris Agreement objectives while 
enhancing the co-benefits of emission reductions and transforming its economy for the 21st 
century. My Department is studying the Commission’s proposals and I look forward to engag-
ing with my counterparts in the EU on this matter at the next Environment Council on 5 March.

Each EU Member State will have different ways of achieving the long term emissions re-
ductions set out in the various pathways to 2050, as presented in the Commission Communi-
cation. In assessing the potential contribution of EU Member States to meeting an overall EU 
long-term objective, it will be important to take into account national circumstances and tech-
nology constraints, while recognising that technologies are continually developing and becom-
ing more cost-effective. It will also be important to recognise the essential underpinning role of 
a range of other EU policy objectives as set out in the Commission’s Communication, including 
the circular economy, the digital agenda and sustainable finance. 

The EU has committed to communicate or update its NDC by 2020, and aims to submit its 
long-term strategy in 2020. The preparation of an EU long-term strategy will also inform, in 
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due course, the development of long-term strategies by individual Member States, including 
Ireland. 

19/02/2019WRV06700Renewable Energy Generation

19/02/2019WRV06800506. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on whether renewable natural gas has a role in the transition to a carbon-
neutral economy. [7770/19]

19/02/2019WRV06900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Renewable gas includes biogas, which can be combusted to generate heat or electric-
ity, and biomethane, which is produced from biogas and can be injected into the gas grid and 
used for the same applications as natural gas.  

In addition to contributing to decarbonisation in the energy sector, the production of biogas 
through anaerobic digestion also has the potential to reduce emissions in the agriculture and 
waste sectors. In this regard, I believe there exists a real opportunity for biogas and biomethane 
to contribute to the transition to a low carbon future.

The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat has been developed to financially support the 
adoption of renewable heating systems by commercial, industrial, agricultural, district heating 
and other non-domestic heat users not covered by the EU Emissions Trading System. The next 
phase of the scheme includes support for anaerobic digestion heating systems which produce 
biogas and combust it to produce heat. This phase of the scheme is expected to open for ap-
plications early this year, subject to the European Commission state aid process. Under Project 
Ireland 2040, the National Development Plan sets out an allocation of €300 million for the 
rollout of the scheme for the period up to 2027.

In addition, Gas Networks Ireland is currently delivering the Causeway Project, which is co-
funded by the European Union and includes a biomethane injection facility allowing biometh-
ane to be injected into the gas grid for the first time. This facility is expected to be operational 
in the coming weeks. In addition, under the first call for applications from the Climate Action 
Fund, a further Gas Networks Ireland project was successful, which will include the installation 
of a second biomethane injection facility.

The draft National Energy and Climate Plan, which was published in December 2018, sets 
out additional measures that are planned to be implemented over the period to 2030. These 
planned measures include supporting 1.6 TWh (i.e. 1.6 million MWh) of biomethane injection 
into the gas grid by 2030. It should be noted that there is a cost differential for energy consum-
ers between natural gas and biomethane. How this cost differential could be bridged (e.g. sup-
port scheme, obligation, etc.) is being considered by my Department. 

The public consultation on the draft National Energy and Climate Plan closes on 22 Febru-
ary and I would encourage any stakeholders to make submissions to this consultation. The final 
National Energy and Climate Plan must be approved by Government and published by the end 
of this year. 

        Questions Nos. 507 and 508 answered with Question No. 505.

  Question No. 509 answered with Question No. 504.
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19/02/2019WRW00500National Mitigation Plan

510. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the date on which he had first knowledge in relation to proposals by companies (details 
supplied) to export over 3.5 million tonnes per year of fracked gas from the United States of 
America to Ireland. [7806/19]

511. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment if he will provide all communications between his Department and a company (details 
supplied) or its representatives. [7807/19]

19/02/2019WRW00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 510 and 511 together. 

The National Mitigation Plan, published in July 2017, restates the Government’s commit-
ment to move from a fossil fuel-based electricity system to a low-carbon power system. Invest-
ment in further renewable generation will be incentivised. The Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme, approved by Government in July 2018, will provide for a renewable electricity ambi-
tion of 55% by 2030, subject to determining the cost effective level which will be set out in the 
National Energy and Climate Plan. Currently, 30% of our electricity is generated from renew-
able energy sources. 

I have secured Government approval to develop an all of Government plan which will set 
out the actions which must be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. 
This Plan will include the steps which we must take in order to achieve this and I am working 
with colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives across electricity, transport and 
heat, as well as a range of other sectors.

In all projected transitions to a low carbon economy by 2050, gas will continue to play a 
role. It plays an important role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the power generation, 
industrial and commercial, residential and transport sectors by replacing more CO2-intensive 
fossil fuels. In Ireland, gas powered generation also provides an important back-up for intermit-
tent renewable wind generation. 

So while gas usage will reduce significantly in the years ahead, Ireland will still need secure 
sources of gas. At present this is provided by both gas piped on shore from Irish gas fields and 
imports through gas pipelines from the UK. 

The development of an LNG facility could further enhance Ireland’s gas security of supply 
by increasing import route diversity and would be compatible with the State’s commitments to 
tackle climate change. 

Ireland’s energy policy is fully aligned with the EU’s climate and energy objectives on the 
transition to decarbonisation, which includes continuous and ongoing review of policies to 
reduce harmful emissions, improve energy efficiency, incentivise efficient and sustainable in-
frastructure investment, integrate markets, and promote research and innovation while ensuring 
our energy security of supply is maintained and enhanced.

The project to which the Deputy refers is a private commercial project. Final investment 
decisions for the project and compliance with any legal and regulatory requirements in relation 
to consents or permits are the responsibility of the project promoter. 

I am informed that in August 2018 Shannon LNG announced it had entered into an agree-
ment with New Fortress Energy to develop the proposed LNG terminal project at Ballylong-
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ford. I understand that my Department was notified on 23 August that a press release on this 
would be issued on the next day. On 21 November 2018, at the request of Shannon LNG, offi-
cials from my Department met with representatives of Shannon LNG and New Fortress Energy. 
The purpose of this meeting was to introduce New Fortress Energy.

In relation to the production, sourcing, buying and selling of natural gas produced outside 
this jurisdiction, this is an operational matter for the undertakings involved. Any undertaking 
would be required to comply with EU law in this area.

  Questions Nos. 512 and 513 answered with Question No. 500.

19/02/2019WRW01200Capital Expenditure Programme

514. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the projects which have been delayed as a result of cost overruns at the national 
children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7792/19]

Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department will reprofile €4 million, representing less than 1.5% of its overall 
capital allocation for 2019, to support the additional costs arising this year on the National 
Children’s Hospital project. In this regard, my Department will manage the timing of payments 
relating to a small number of projects, while ensuring that contractual commitments are met and 
service delivery is maintained.

19/02/2019WRW01500Angling Sector

515. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment the position in relation to a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7816/19]

19/02/2019WRW01700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that when 
the initial approach was made regarding a potential lease, the angling Club were advised that 
fishing rights are variously vested in local landowners, Clare County Council and IFI. The then 
Committee of the Club were advised that consent of all holders of fishing rights would need 
to be obtained by the Club in order to progress the issue of a lease on the catchment. I am also 
advised by IFI that they have not referred the matter to the legal advisers of the State. 

Recent contacts between the Club and local IFI staff related to a proposal for development 
works around the lakes, and I understand the proposal was referred to the National Strategy for 
Angling Development Projects Office within IFI. Other issues discussed over recent months 
include fish stocking and angling infrastructure maintenance, which are being considered. In 
addition, the Club requested inclusion of local schools in the “something fishy” educational 
programme and this has been delivered.

19/02/2019WRW01800Climate Change Adaptation Plans

516. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has engaged with a local authority (details supplied) in respect of preparing 
a climate change adaptation strategy. [7819/19]
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517. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has engaged with a local authority (details supplied) in respect of preparing 
a climate change adaptation strategy. [7820/19]

518. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has engaged with a local authority (details supplied) in respect of preparing 
a climate change adaptation strategy. [7821/19]

19/02/2019WRW02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 516 to 518, inclusive, together. 

Ireland’s first statutory National Adaptation Framework (NAF), published in January 2018, 
sets out the context to ensure local authorities, regions and key sectors can assess the main risks 
and vulnerabilities of climate change, implement climate resilience actions and ensure climate 
adaptation considerations are mainstreamed into policy making.

Under the National Adaptation Framework, each local authority is required to develop a lo-
cal adaptation strategy in line with “Local Authority Adaptation Strategy Development Guide-
lines” which were launched by Minister of State Canney on 3 December 2018 and are available 
on www.dccae.gov.ie. Local authorities have been set a deadline for the completion of local 
strategies by 30 September 2019. 

In January 2018, my Department also entered into a funding commitment of €10m over 5 
years to establish four Climate Action Regional Offices. This recognises the significant obli-
gation which has been placed on local government to develop and implement its own climate 
action measures – both in terms of mitigation and adaptation.

A key priority for the Climate Action Regional Offices in 2019 will be to support the lo-
cal authorities within their region to develop their local adaptation strategies and ensure they 
align with national adaptation policy and sectoral priorities. Work is under way across all local 
authorities on the preparation of local adaptation strategies in line with the five step methodol-
ogy set out in the Guidelines. The development and approval of the strategies themselves will, 
however, be the responsibility of each individual local authority.

My Department is working closely with local government in supporting the adaptation plan-
ning process and will monitor overall progress on the development of local adaptation strate-
gies at local authority level via the National Adaptation Steering Committee, the Climate Action 
High Level Steering Group, as well as through the various governance structures established for 
the Climate Action Regional Offices.

19/02/2019WRW02500Broadband Service Provision

519. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if broadband will be supplied to a location (details supplied). [7870/19]

19/02/2019WRW02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The specific premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the Na-
tional Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the 
proposed State led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing 
procurement process.  

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
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final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in relation to the NBP in the coming 
weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements. 

19/02/2019WRW02800Broadband Service Provision

520. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if broadband will be supplied to a location (details supplied). [7881/19]

19/02/2019WRW03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): According to my Department’s high speed broadband map, available at www.broad-
band.gov.ie, the premises referred to by the Deputy is one which is indicated as having been 
passed by eir as part of their rural deployment of high speed broadband. Therefore, that prem-
ises should be in a position to order a high speed broadband connection from a provider offering 
services on the network.  

Where a premises in this situation is having difficulty getting connected, my Department’s 
customer service team in the National Broadband Plan (NBP) Division can assist by raising a 
case with eir. 

I advise the Deputy’s constituent to contact the NBP customer service team at broadband@
dccae.gov.ie directly, providing their name, phone number, email address and Eircode, as well 
as details of the issues they are experiencing. My Department will then be in a position to pur-
sue a case on their behalf with eir.

19/02/2019WRW03100Inland Fisheries Ireland

521. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will ensure that Inland Fisheries Ireland consults with an organisation (de-
tails supplied) on the Inland Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2017; if he will ensure that Inland 
Fisheries Ireland has a constructive relationship with the association in future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8010/19]

19/02/2019WRW03300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): The Inland Fisheries Amendment Act 2017 was enacted last 
year and is on the statute book having been through all relevant stages of the Oireachtas legisla-
tive process.  

I am advised that Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) seeks to have positive and constructive re-
lationships with all stakeholder groups. I would support IFI’s reasonable expectation that these 
relationships are based on mutual respect and courteous rather than confrontational engage-
ment. 
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19/02/2019WRW03400Departmental Reports

522. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if consideration will be given to the key findings and recommendations in a re-
port (details supplied) concerning the urgent need to improve broadband telecommunications 
infrastructure and mobile telephony in the Border region; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [8011/19]

19/02/2019WRW03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The report referred to by the Deputy provides a list of recommendations to help 
County Councils set targets and deliverables and shape the National Broadband Plan to the 
needs of their communities. The report makes 20 recommendations for the five County Council 
areas within the cross-Border partnership (Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Monaghan and Sligo).  

The subject matter of the report and its recommendations are also of relevance to the on-
going work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, which involves a wide range of 
stakeholders including all local authorities. Through the work of the Taskforce, my Department, 
in tandem with the Department of Rural and Community Development, works closely with 
the Broadband Officers in all local authorities, including the five local authorities within the 
cross-Border partnership, to progress a suite of actions aimed at improving mobile phone and 
broadband coverage. 

19/02/2019WRW03700Broadband Service Provision

19/02/2019WRW03800523. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timescale for broadband roll-out for an area (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [8042/19]

19/02/2019WRW03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The specific premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the Na-
tional Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the 
proposed State led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing 
procurement process.    The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention 
network is now at the final stage. I will bring a recommendation to Government in relation to 
the NBP in the coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements.  

19/02/2019WRW04000Internet Safety

524. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
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tion and Environment when he plans to appoint a digital safety commissioner; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8059/19]

19/02/2019WRW04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Shortly after my appointment as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Enviornment, I attended a meeting of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 25 October 2018 to 
discuss the Digital Safety Commissioner Bill 2017.  

At that meeting, I said that I believed that the era of self-regulation in this area was over. 
However, I also stressed that if the Oireachtas is to pass legislation addressing the need to en-
sure the safety of our citizens online, especially the most vulnerable members of our society, 
including our children, we must ensure that this it is robust, effective, and legally and practi-
cally sound.

I have also consulted with the Attorney General in relation to a number of legal issues raised 
by the proposal and I am currently considering possible options in this regard. 

19/02/2019WRW04300Brexit Preparations

19/02/2019WRW04400525. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if plans for an all-of-Government approach to climate change have been 
considered as part of the contingency action plan on preparing for the withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union on 29 March 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [8060/19]

19/02/2019WRW04500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has been engaged in active and ongoing contingency planning in 
respect of all of its relevant functions for some time in the context of preparing for the United 
Kingdom withdrawal from the EU.  

Work on the development of a new All of Government Climate Plan is continuing, and it 
is my intention to finalise this work with a view to bringing the plan to Government before the 
end of March. 

  Question No. 526 answered with Question No. 498.

19/02/2019WRW04700Climate Change Policy

527. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he is taking to give investors a clear indication of Ireland’s commitment 
to the Paris Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8232/19]

19/02/2019WRW04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In order to meet Ireland’s target for 2030 that we will reduce emissions in the non-
ETS sector by 30%, and building on the framework put in place by both the National Mitigation 
Plan and the National Development Plan, I am currently developing an All of Government Cli-
mate Plan which will set out the actions which must be taken in every Government Department 
and Body. The central ambition of this plan will be to make Ireland a leader in responding to 
climate change. I am working with colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives 
across electricity, transport and heat, as well as a range of other sectors.  

  The All of Government Plan will have a strong focus on implementation, including actions 
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with specific timelines and steps needed to achieve each action, assigning clear lines of respon-
sibility for delivery. It will also be informed by successful approaches in other countries, where 
such approaches could be adapted for implementation in Ireland.

The All of Government Plan will build on the recognition in both the National Mitigation 
Plan and the National Development Plan of the role of the private sector in supporting Ireland’s 
transition towards a low-carbon and climate resilient society. This low carbon transition brings 
with it economic opportunities, and the private sector has an important role in investing in de-
carbonisation in Ireland, either on its own initiative or in parallel with public sources of funding. 

The successful launch by the National Treasury Management Agency on 10 October 2018 
of Ireland’s first sovereign green bond with a value of €3 billion is indicative of the level of 
investor interest in financing policies to promote the low carbon transition in Ireland. 

The decarbonisation trajectory I intend to set Ireland on to 2030 will send a clear signal to 
the private sector and to investors, driven by national policies which provide the necessary en-
abling framework and act to stimulate private investments at the scale required to achieve our 
decarbonisation objectives. 

19/02/2019WRW05000Job Creation

528. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the areas in the green economy in which he plans to prioritise job creation and 
economic green growth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8233/19]

19/02/2019WRW05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The recently published draft National Energy and Climate Plan set out a number of 
measures that will assist in the transition to a low carbon economy. Many of these measures, 
while reducing the level of greenhouse gas emissions will also promote job creation and eco-
nomic growth, including such items as Town scale pilots of food and agriculture waste being 
converted to gas for local gas networks and biogas production and a new Renewable Electricity 
Support Scheme (RESS) to support up to 4,500 Megawatts of additional renewable electric-
ity by 2030. This will be augmented by the smart meter programme which will facilitate the 
development of distributed and micro generation, the use of energy storage technologies and 
increased energy efficiency measures. This will allow the energy consumer to become much 
more interactive in how they manage their overall energy usage.  

With regard to climate action, Ireland faces a significant task, across the whole of the econo-
my, in reducing its greenhouse gas emissions. This also presents opportunities, as investment in 
the low carbon economy has the potential to create sustainable high quality jobs to support local 
communities and workers, including ensuring working with relevant stakeholders to ensure a 
just transition approach in regions most impacted by the on-going transition to a decarbonised 
society. 

The Government agreed on 20 November 2018 to the preparation of new All-of-Government 
Plan to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. Developing a deep understand-
ing of the socio-economic and distributional impacts of climate policies and measures to ensure 
a fair and acceptable climate transition for citizens will be a key consideration of the new plan. 

Ireland’s first National Policy Statement (NPS) on the Bioeconomy was published by Gov-
ernment in March 2018. This sets out the Government’s policy framework for developing the 
bioeconomy and outlined a vision, principles and strategic policy objectives to underpin the 
successful development of the bioeconomy in Ireland. 
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An important objective of the bioeconomy is to move Ireland beyond simply a target com-
pliance and carbon mitigation focus to integrating sustainable economic development into our 
economic model as we transition to a low carbon and circular economy. 

The forthcoming Circular Economy Action Plan will unlock growth and jobs potential by 
ensuring the right regulatory framework and giving clear signals to economic operators on the 
way forward with long-term waste targets. Future opportunities in the green economy could be 
expected in a number of categories such as, waste management, collection and remanufacture 
in textiles and clothing, Eco Design and Social entrepreneurship – creating local, community 
jobs and training opportunities 

19/02/2019WRX00200Climate Change Adaptation Plans

19/02/2019WRX00300529. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the relationship between the national mitigation plan, the national energy and 
climate plan and the all-of-Government action plan on climate disruption. [8315/19]

19/02/2019WRX00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As the Deputy is aware, I am currently preparing an All of Government Climate Plan 
which will set out the actions which must be taken to make Ireland a leader in responding to 
climate change. I  am working with colleagues across Government to develop new initiatives 
across electricity, transport and heat, as well as a range of other sectors.  The All of Government 
Plan will have a strong focus on implementation, including actions with specific timelines and 
steps needed to achieve each action, assigning clear lines of responsibility for delivery. It will 
also be informed by successful approaches in other countries, where such approaches could be 
adapted for implementation in Ireland.  The All of Government Plan will build on the previous 
actions and framework put in place by both the National Mitigation Plan and the National De-
velopment Plan, and is to be completed by the end of March this year.

My Department is also working closely with other relevant Departments and Agencies on 
the preparation of the National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP). The preparation of an NECP 
is a requirement under EU law and for the first time brings together energy and climate planning 
into a single reporting framework. A draft of Ireland’s NECP was published by my Department 
in December 2018 for public consultation and a final version must be submitted to the European 
Commission by the end of 2019. I intend that new commitments to be included in the All of 
Government Plan will also inform the finalisation of the NECP during the course of 2019.

19/02/2019WRX00500Air Pollution

19/02/2019WRX00600530. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to introduce a public information campaign encouraging motorists 
not to idle their engines at level crossings due to the additional environmental pollution and 
carbon emissions this creates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8317/19]

19/02/2019WRX00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I am currently developing the first-ever National Clean Air Strategy to provide the 
framework for a set of cross-Government policies and actions to reduce harmful emissions and 
improve air quality and public health. The issue of vehicular emissions and their effects on 
public health will be examined in the context of the strategy, which I intend to publish later this 
year. While I have no plans to introduce a public awareness campaign specifically around the 
issue of cars idling at level crossings, an awareness campaign on air quality in general is likely 
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to form part of the strategy.

19/02/2019WRX00800Salmon Management Report

19/02/2019WRX00900531. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the exact conservation limits for the River Nore; the exact figure of salmon which 
were estimated to have entered the river in 2018; the projected number of salmon to enter the 
river in 2019; the way in which the numbers are trending as a result of the extensive information 
used to determine the number of salmon entering the system, in terms of numbers improving or 
declining and the rate at which; the estimated future date for the reopening the river for snap net 
fishing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8337/19]

19/02/2019WRX01000532. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the salmon stock levels on the rivers Barrow and Suir; the conservation limits of 
salmon on the rivers; the effect this information has on projecting stock levels on the rivers; the 
possible future date for the reopening the rivers for fishing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [8338/19]

19/02/2019WRX01100533. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the 2014 snap net salmon fishing licences for the rivers Nore and Suir remain 
valid; if holders of these licences have an entitlement to fish should the rivers reopen for fishing 
of this nature in the near future; the process for the application and issuing of licences for snap 
net salmon fishing on the rivers Nore and Suir should the rivers reopen for fishing in the near 
future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8339/19]

19/02/2019WRX01200534. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if an independent review by independent marine economists will be commis-
sioned to investigate the possibility of reopening of the rivers Nore and Suir for snap net salmon 
fishing and the potential for a heritage fisheries pilot scheme on the rivers Barrow, Nore and 
Suir; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8342/19]

19/02/2019WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 531 to 534, inclusive, together.

Since 2007, Ireland manages salmon stocks on an individual river basis as each of Ireland’s 
147 salmon rivers (including river sections and estuaries) has its own genetically unique stock 
of salmon. Juvenile salmon from each river migrate to sea as juveniles and return to their natal 
river to spawn and create the next generation of fish unique to that river. 

Management is carried out by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI). IFI is supported in its manage-
ment role by scientific advice from Ireland’s independent Technical Expert Group on Salmon 
(TEGOS), comprising scientists from a range of organisations. IFI also has to have regard to 
EU legislation, particularly the Habitats Directive under which salmon habitats are protected. 
In that regard, given the established scientific advice, the issue of further review does not arise. 

Scientific and management assessments of each of the distinct stocks, including the Suir, 
Nore and Barrow, are carried out every year with IFI engaged in extensive stock monitoring 
which feeds into the Scientific Group’s annual reviews. An average of the 5 years data is used 
to estimate expected returns for the coming year to ensure that a good or bad year does not have 
a disproportionate impact on the assessment in any single year.

It is not possible to definitively predict the projected opening dates for any individual river. 
Responsible management demands that rivers are only open to harvest, by either angling or 
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commercial means, once a sustainable harvestable surplus, sufficiently in excess of the indi-
vidual conservation limit for each river, is identified. The annual assessment process is based 
on up to date information to determine the status of each river and to inform fisheries manage-
ment The conservation limit is the number of adult spawning fish required to sustain a healthy 
population in the river. 

The following table set out the percentage Conservation Limit achieved on the Rivers Bar-
row, Suir and Nore 2013 to 2019;

Year River Barrow(CL - 
11,738)

River Suir (CL - 
14,055)

River Nore (CL 10,420)

year % Conservation Limit 
(CL) achieved 

% Conservation 
Limit (CL) achieved

% Conservation Limit (CL) 
achieved

2019 16% 102% 80%
2018 17% 100% 77%
2017 18% 79% 70%
2016 18% 68% 60%
2015 17% 80% 91%
2014 29% 83% 121%
2013 29% 117% 153%
The issue of heritage activity is a matter for the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht. Conscientious management of Ireland’s salmon rivers must primarily concentrate 
on the availability of a sustainable resource and all activity which involves the taking of fish is 
permitted and delimited based on this conservation imperative. 

Licensing of commercial fishing, including snap net fishing, is based on the most recent 
track record of the participants/applicants. Consideration of such track records can obviously 
only reference the years in which the rivers were open to harvest and the closure of a river does 
not impact the issuing of licences in this manner. 

I will provide a copy of the most recent Wild Salmon and Seatrout Statistics report compiled 
by IFI which includes commercial and angling catch statistics from 2001 to 2017. These statis-
tics are indicative of wild salmon abundance and stock trends for all rivers in this period. I have 
also asked IFI to prepare a detailed briefing note on the rivers Suir, Nore and Barrow which I 
will forward to the Deputy shortly.

19/02/2019WRX01700Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRX01800535. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if his attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his De-
partment with a value in excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each 
of the years 2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8418/19]

19/02/2019WRX01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department actively manages budgets and expenditure across its six Programme 
areas to deliver on its business priorities and objectives. The vast majority of capital and current 
expenditure in my Department comprises day to day operational funding for the Department 
and Agencies under its remit, funding for the broadcasting sector from TV licence fee receipts, 
grant funding for sustainable energy programmes administered by the SEAI and for energy 
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research, as well as grant funding to Local Authorities under the landfill remediation scheme. 
Projects are delivered primarily in the Communications and Natural Resources Programme ar-
eas.    My Department is satisfied that there have no material overruns on its exchequer capital 
projects in the period referred to in the Question. 

19/02/2019WRX02000Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRX02100536. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of State contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in 
each year since 2011 to date in his Department or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the 
reason the lowest tender or bid was not chosen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8801/19]

19/02/2019WRX02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as possible. 

19/02/2019WRX02300Motor Tax

19/02/2019WRX02400537. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
position in relation to changes to the motor tax renewal online system and the advance notifica-
tion provided to motorists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7903/19]

19/02/2019WRX02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are arrange-
ments in place whereby my Department, through the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) 
system, reminds motorists that motor tax is due through the issue of a motor tax reminder no-
tice, some 3-4 weeks before the due date. These notices are generated automatically and some 
400,000 issue at the end of each month through a combination of electronic and paper based no-
tices. This is an administrative process and the legal obligations place the onus on the registered 
owner to have their motor tax affairs in order if a vehicle is used on the public roads. The online 
motor tax site www.motortax.ie assists this through the facility to download the motor tax re-
newal form or a Personal Identification Number (PIN) to enable a vehicle to be taxed online.

 It is important to note that only customers who elect for electronic reminders receive them 
and those customers who wish to remain with the paper based system may do so. The process 
of ‘signing up’ owners who wish to avail of electronic reminders is achieved as part of the 
completion of an online motor tax application – at stage two of the process the customer enters 
their email address, and the system displays a message as to what this entails. Customers who 
have signed up for the electronic service also have the facility to ‘opt out’ at any stage, or in-
deed, when processing their subsequent tax renewal. Those who have not selected this option, 
or those who have taxed their vehicle at the local Motor Tax Office, continue to receive their 
motor tax renewal notice by post. 

19/02/2019WRX02600Transport Infrastructure Ireland Projects

19/02/2019WRX02700538. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
line for the construction of the proposed motorway between counties Limerick and Cork; the 
projected date it will be open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7663/19]

19/02/2019WRX02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
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Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRX02900National Transport Authority

19/02/2019WRX03000539. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to divert a cycle lane through Cathal Brugha Barracks; the consideration given to the se-
curity implications of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7705/19]

19/02/2019WRX03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, includ-
ing cycling and walking infrastructure.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

19/02/2019WRX03200Rural Transport Services Provision

19/02/2019WRX03300540. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
areas catered for by LocalLink in County Kildare; and his plans to extend the service. [7747/19]

19/02/2019WRX03400549. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
areas catered for by LocalLink in County Laois; and his plans to extend the service in the future. 
[7954/19]

19/02/2019WRX03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 540 and 549 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. 

Noting this I have forward the Deputy’s Questions to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

19/02/2019WRX03600Road Projects Status

19/02/2019WRX03700541. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of progress being made to deliver the A5/N2 road project; if an expected timeline for the 
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completion of the project is available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7775/19]

19/02/2019WRX03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning and im-
plementation of the A5 upgrade project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.  

The current funding arrangements in relation to the A5 are governed by the Stormont House 
Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start. Under this  Agreement the Government 
is committed to provide funding of £75 million (sterling) towards the cost of Phase 1a of A5 
upgrade scheme.  The aim of this commitment was to facilitate the delivery of this phase of the 
scheme as soon as possible once the planning process in Northern Ireland was concluded. 

As part of the Capital Plan Review in 2017 financial provision was made for meeting the 
Government’s commitment regarding the A5 in 3 tranches over the period 2019 to 2021.  When 
those allocations were put in place it was anticipated that the planning process would have con-
cluded and construction of the 1st phase  started before now.  

However, legal challenges to the approval of the scheme have resulted in unavoidable de-
lays to the timeframe for implementation of the scheme.  Following judicial review proceedings 
last year the scheme approval was quashed. 

Allowing for the time required by the Northern Ireland Department for Infrastructure (DfI) 
to review work previously undertaken on the scheme and implement necessary statutory pro-
cedures, it was evident, following liaison at official level, that the initial €27 million tranche of 
funding would not be drawn down this year and would need to be rolled forward.  As was the 
case for previous Government contributions, it is envisaged that payments towards the cost of 
the A5 will be based on an agreed protocol and linked to the achievement of construction stage 
milestones. Funding for this project is assured from 2020 onward.

19/02/2019WRX03900National Transport Authority

19/02/2019WRX04000542. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the compen-
sation and consultation process that persons affected by the proposed BusConnects enhanced 
bus corridors may avail of; the way in which the process will allow persons to raise concerns as 
to impacts on their property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7879/19]

19/02/2019WRX04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the development and implementation of 
public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including BusConnects.

Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded the Deputy’s query 
to the NTA for their consideration and direct reply.  Please notify my office if you have not re-
ceived a reply within 10 working days. 

19/02/2019WRX04200Transport Infrastructure Ireland Projects

19/02/2019WRX04300543. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount contributed by the State to the cost of building the Limerick tunnel; the amount private 
companies contributed to building the tunnel; his views on whether the contract entered into 
relating to traffic guarantees represents good value for money; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7917/19]

19/02/2019WRX04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
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port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, construc-
tion and operation of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
(TII) in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRX04500Sports Capital Programme Administration

19/02/2019WRX04600544. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when he 
expects the sports capital grants for 2019 to be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7925/19]

19/02/2019WRX04700557. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
sports capital grants for 2019 will be allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8069/19]

19/02/2019WRX04800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 544 and 557 together.

The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme opened for applications on Friday 7 Sep-
tember and the application period closed on Friday 19th October.  By that deadline, a record 
2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

A total of 186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 
2017 round of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These appli-
cations were assessed first and €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.  

For the first time, applicants who have submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
will be given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period.  While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed.  Accordingly, I expect that it will be at least the second quarter of this year before the 
full set of allocations under this current round of the programme are announced.

19/02/2019WRX04900Departmental Priorities

19/02/2019WRX05000545. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his policy 
priorities for the transport sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7926/19]

19/02/2019WRX05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department’s 
priorities for the transport sector, within the capital envelope available to it, are:

1. To maintain the existing extensive transport networks so as to ensure quality levels of 
service, accessibility and connectivity to transport users.

2. To develop infrastructure and service provision as envisaged under Project Ireland 2040 
with a view to meeting the needs of the 2040 population by tackling urban congestion and im-
proving connectivity to the regions, key international ports and airports.
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In terms of investment policy in this area, my priority is the delivery of the significant proj-
ects and programmes committed to within Project Ireland 2040,  such as -

- The BusConnects programme of improved bus services and infrastructure in all major cit-
ies, including significantly enhanced cycling facilities also;

- The MetroLink;

- The DART Expansion programme;

- The delivery of the M20 connecting Cork and Limerick cities;

- The Accessibility Retro-fit programme.

These projects and programmes will be complemented by other planned investments to 
improve the sustainability of our transport system, such as the significantly enhanced funding 
allocated toward the heavy rail network nationally, the development of a new National Train 
Control Centre and the roll-out of strategic cycle networks in the major cities.

In terms of delivery of public transport services my priority is to maintain and ensure imple-
mentation of governance oversight arrangements for State bodies in the public transport domain 
and ensure appropriate funding of services that require public financial support.

In relation to public transport/active travel policy, my priority is to complete a review of 
existing policy as committed to under the Programme for a Partnership Government. This re-
view is a significant and substantial resource commitment and my Department has commenced 
and substantially completed the research and analysis required to inform the proposed period of 
public consultation which I expect to launch in the near future. 

The specific priorities in the roads sector continue to be:

(i) Maintenance of the national, regional and local road  network in good condition;

(ii) Advancement to construction stage, subject to necessary approvals, of the important 
national and regional road improvement projects identified in the National Development Plan 
2018-2027;  and

(iii) The appraisal of a range of other projects with a view prioritising projects for future 
development.

- In relation to Brexit, to ensure continued connectivity with the UK for Irish road haulage 
and road passenger transport operators. As well as contingency planning for Brexit, the other 
key policy priority for the maritime sector is continue the implementation of the National Ports 
Policy.

- In the aviation sector the policy priorities  are:

- Contingency planning for UK withdrawal from the single aviation market; in particular for 
a “no-deal” scenario.

- Capacity of State Airports (incl. Dublin Airport North Runway and Capital Investment 
Programme, as well as long term future capacity needs).

- Enactment of the Aircraft  Noise (Dublin Airport) Regulation Bill 2018.

19/02/2019WRX05200Departmental Priorities
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19/02/2019WRX05300546. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his policy 
priorities for the development of tourism based on outdoor recreation and sport; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7927/19]

19/02/2019WRX05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I published the Tour-
ism Action Plan 2019-2021 in December 2018. The Action Plan commits to developing and 
enhancing tourism experiences within the framework of Project Ireland 2040.  In this regard, 
the Deputy will be pleased to note that investment in activity-based tourism and tourist attrac-
tions has been prioritised under the National Development Plan 2018-2027 in order to provide 
the type and quality of experience that visitors are seeking.  

With specific regard to Greenways, last July Minister Ross and I launched the Strategy for 
the Future Development of National and Regional Greenways.  Under this Strategy, €53m is 
available from my Department for the funding of Greenways projects between 2019 and 2021 
and applications from the first funding call under this strategy are currently being considered by 
my Department officials and a cross departmental and agency project assessment board.

In order to help ensure alignment of efforts across all relevant Government Departments and 
State agencies, the Deputy will be pleased to note that officials for my Department and from 
Fáilte Ireland participate in the National Outdoor Recreation Group chaired by the Department 
of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht - a cross-organisational group of public service recre-
ational infrastructure providers, which aims to coordinate the approach to outdoor recreation 
across State-owned lands and waterways.

19/02/2019WRX05500Road Safety

19/02/2019WRX05600547. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding blood alcohol levels; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7934/19]

19/02/2019WRX05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy 
to Section 3 of the Road Traffic Act 2010, which very clearly sets out the categories of driver 
subject to the a lower alcohol limit (20 milligrammes of alcohol per 100 millilitres of blood). 

19/02/2019WRX05800Rural Transport Services Provision

19/02/2019WRX05900548. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
meeting (details supplied) took place; and if so, the outcome of this meeting between his of-
ficials and the NTA in relation to rural transport. [7940/19]

19/02/2019WRX06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am advised that at 
the request of the Minister of State at the Department of Health, with responsibility for Mental 
Health and Older People, Mr. Jim Daly, TD, a meeting took place on 6th February last, with the 
National Transport Authority (NTA), at which my Department was also represented.

I understand that a number of issues in relation to transport in rural areas were discussed, 
including the proposal for a rural taxi service. The NTA has statutory responsibility for secur-
ing the provision of public transport services nationally and also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of Local Link. It is also the regulator 
for the taxi industry. 

At my request, the NTA is examining the potential to further improve rural transport provi-
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sion and in this regard is particularly examining ways to improve and support the Local Area 
Hackney and Community Transport Services schemes. 

Question No. 549 answered with Question No. 540.

19/02/2019WRX06200Rail Services

19/02/2019WRX06300550. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
a security service is still provided on Irish Rail evening trains out of Dublin; if so, the station 
at which the security remains on board until; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7955/19]

19/02/2019WRX06400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

19/02/2019WRY00200Driver Licence Applications

19/02/2019WRY00300551. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of a driver test for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7957/19]

19/02/2019WRY00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The driving test ser-
vice is run by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and my Department has no input into the sched-
uling of appointments.

19/02/2019WRY00500Road Projects Status

19/02/2019WRY00600552. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
expected start date of the Ardee bypass; if there are issues holding up the project; if there are 
expected issues that will cause delays on the project in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7965/19]

19/02/2019WRY00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRY00800Road Projects Status

19/02/2019WRY00900553. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the final route will be selected for the Oylegate to Rosslare Europort section of the M11; when 
this road link will commence construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7987/19]
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19/02/2019WRY01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRY01100Capital Expenditure Programme

19/02/2019WRY01200554. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the implications of the €27 million cut to his Department’s budget following the over-expendi-
ture in the Department of Health; if he resisted this cut; if the budget for 2019 for his Depart-
ment was defended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7996/19]

19/02/2019WRY01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Officials from my 
Department met with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) earlier this 
month in order to discuss implications to this Department’s budget of a necessary adjustment 
to the 2019 capital allocation, following over expenditure within the Department of Health and 
Children on the National Children’s Hospital. 

While we protect our important investment programmes, we work with DPER at budget 
time and throughout the year to ensure our investment programmes can be fully funded and 
prioritised within the constraints that face Government in managing scarce resources. 

The Government is committed to delivering Project Ireland within the overall multi-year 
resource envelope that has been set out. For 2019 the capital allocation has increased by €1,325 
million, or just over 22% above the 2018 allocation as stated in the Revised Estimates for Public 
Services 2019.

The A5 upgrade project has been identified as a budgetary adjustment which could be made 
this year without direct impact on the progress of projects included in Project Ireland 2040, thus 
releasing €27m from this year’s capital allocation for transfer via DPER to the Department of 
Health and Children.

The planning and implementation of the A5 upgrade project is the responsibility of the 
Northern Ireland authorities and my Department continues to liaise with the Northern Ireland 
Department for Infrastructure regarding next steps in relation to the project and the timeframes 
involved. DfI intends to issue for consultation on an addendum to its previously published En-
vironmental Statement.  

As a result of the above consultation, it is not possible to state definitively when construc-
tion of Phase 1a of the A5 project will commence. It is envisaged that payments from Ireland 
will be based on an agreed protocol and linked to the achievement of construction stage mile-
stones.  In that context, the provision of funding during our own financial year 2019 is no longer 
considered appropriate. Accordingly, it is considered prudent to revise the timeframe for expen-
diture on the A5 upgrade project. 

I would ask the deputy to note that the overall allocation for this project over the lifetime of 
Project Ireland 2040 has not changed and funding is assured from 2020 onward.
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19/02/2019WRY01400Road Projects Status

19/02/2019WRY01500555. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the timeline for the delivery of the A5-N2 motorway project following his recent decision to cut 
the budget for the proposed road in 2019; if all other options had been considered before cut-
ting the funding for the infrastructure project for the north west of Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7997/19]

19/02/2019WRY01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning and im-
plementation of the A5 upgrade project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.  

The current funding arrangements in relation to the A5 are governed by the Stormont House 
Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start. Under this  Agreement the Government 
is committed to provide funding of £75 million (sterling) towards the cost of Phase 1a of A5 
upgrade scheme.  The aim of this commitment was to facilitate the delivery of this phase of the 
scheme as soon as possible once the planning process in Northern Ireland was concluded. 

As part of the Capital Plan Review in 2017 financial provision was made for meeting the 
Government’s commitment regarding the A5 in 3 tranches over the period 2019 to 2021.  When 
those allocations were put in place it was anticipated that the planning process would have con-
cluded and construction of the 1st phase started before now.  

However, legal challenges to the approval of the scheme have resulted in unavoidable de-
lays to the timeframe for implementation of the scheme.  Following judicial review proceedings 
last year the scheme approval was quashed. 

Allowing for the time required by the Northern Ireland Department for Infrastructure (DfI) 
to review work previously undertaken on the scheme and implement necessary statutory pro-
cedures, it was evident, following liaison at official level, that the initial €27 million tranche of 
funding would not be drawn down this year and would need to be rolled forward.  As was the 
case for previous Government contributions, it is envisaged that payments towards the cost of 
the A5 will be based on an agreed protocol and linked to the achievement of construction stage 
milestones. Funding for this project is assured from 2020 onward.

19/02/2019WRY01700Road Traffic Accidents Data

19/02/2019WRY01800556. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on the level of vehicle crashes and road casualties to date in 2019; the steps he and 
the Road Safety Authority plan to take to address the ongoing tragedies and suffering resulting 
from vehicle crashes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8061/19]

19/02/2019WRY01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In Ireland, since re-
cords began in 1959, the rate of annual deaths continued to rise until they peaked at 640 deaths 
in 1972.  Last year, 2018, was the best year since records began with 150 road deaths recorded.  
The objective is to reduce road deaths to 124 by 2020 and ultimately to aim for zero deaths on 
our roads.  

So far this year, 2019 (as of 18th February) there were 23 road deaths, up 3 on same date in 
2018 which is disappointing.

The reduction in fatalities in Ireland so far can be attributed to a number of key policies and 
actions set out in Ireland’s four Road Safety Strategies since 1998, particularly the introduc-
tion of the national car test in 2000; the introduction of a penalty points system in 2002; the 
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introduction of a safety camera network; the establishment of the Road Safety Authority and the 
introduction of mandatory alcohol testing in 2006, to name but a few.

Last December I announced the commencement of the unaccompanied learner driver pro-
visions of the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2018, with effect from 22nd December 2018, 
known as the ‘Clancy Amendment’. These new provisions now make it an offence for the 
owner of a vehicle knowingly to allow an unaccompanied learner or an unlicensed person to 
drive his or her vehicle. The provisions also extend the power of detention under section 41 of 
the Road Traffic Act 1994 to allow the Garda Síochána to detain a vehicle being driven, in the 
Garda’s opinion, by an unaccompanied learner.

I believe that this new legislation will have a serious impact on driving culture in this coun-
try.  I hope that vehicle owners will act responsibly when allowing learners to drive their ve-
hicles, be those learners sons and daughters, friends, or other family members. 

In 2019 I shall continue work in implementing measures across the range of the Road Safety 
Strategy.  I am working towards improving the focus, fairness and effectiveness of legislation 
on speeding - the single most dangerous factor on our roads.  I hope to introduce legislation this 
years under which penalties for speeding will be divided into bands, with increased penalties 
determined by the bands with more serious offenders receiveing more serious penalties.

I am also concentrating on making cycling and walking safer and have asked the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) to establish a new Cycling Office.  This is in addition to the in-
creased funding I am making available to support cycling in 2019.

Question No. 557 answered with Question No. 544.

19/02/2019WRY02100Regional Airports

19/02/2019WRY02200558. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding the proposed runway extension at Waterford Regional Airport; if capital funding will 
be provided to supplement funding from Waterford City and County Council and investors; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8072/19]

19/02/2019WRY02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy will 
know, in early 2018, my Department procured the services of independent consultants, Ernst 
& Young (EY) to advise on the future options for Waterford Airport.  As part of this examina-
tion, EY considered a proposal submitted by the airport to extend its runway, which included a 
request for Exchequer support. 

In early October 2018, a copy of EY’s review was provided to the airport and they were in-
vited to respond to its findings and to provide any additional information which might strength-
en the airport’s position in relation to the runway proposal.

That response, received from the Airport in January, is currently being reviewed by my 
Department and being assessed against national aviation and transport policy objectives as well 
as broader Government policies, such as Project Ireland 2040.  Once this final phase of the re-
view process concludes, it is my intention to revert to Government for a decision on the matter 
in the coming weeks.

19/02/2019WRY02400Ferry Services
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19/02/2019WRY02500559. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the interac-
tion he has had with a company (details supplied) since it announced the discontinuation of fer-
ries from Rosslare Europort to France for summer 2019 in view of Brexit; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8073/19]

19/02/2019WRY02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I can confirm that I 
met with representatives from Irish Ferries on 2nd January 2019 where a number of issues were 
discussed.

19/02/2019WRY02700Rail Network Expansion

19/02/2019WRY02800560. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the costs 
of completing phase 2 of the Navan to Dublin rail line; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8124/19]

19/02/2019WRY02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware the issue of a potential extension of the existing Dunboyne/M3 Parkway line was con-
sidered by the National Transport Authority (NTA) during its development of the statutory 
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035.

  The Strategy stated that based on current population and employment forecasts, the level 
of travel demand between Navan, Dunshaughlin and various stations to the city centre was 
insufficient to justify the development of a high-capacity rail link at that current time.  Instead 
the Strategy proposed an enhanced bus service along the corridor and the development of a 
bus hub in Navan.  In this regard, I understand that Bus Éireann has introduced improved bus 
services while Meath County Council, in collaboration with the NTA, is currently progressing 
the development of a bus hub as provided for by the Transport Strategy.

  Importantly, the Transport Strategy clearly states that the issue of a rail link to Navan 
should be kept under review and that the corridor previously identified for a Navan rail link 
should be protected from development.  This issue remains under review and will be considered 
again as part of the statutory review of the current Strategy which must be reviewed every 6 
years following publication.

In light of their statutory responsibilites on the matter I have therefore forwarded the Depu-
ty’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please contact my office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days. 

19/02/2019WRY03000Haulage Industry Regulation

19/02/2019WRY03100561. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of tachograph and licensing inspections on HGV operators and drivers carried out by the RSA 
in each of the years 2016 to 2018; the number of prosecutions arising from such inspections; 
the number of such inspections and prosecutions concerning out-of-State operators for the same 
period; the country of origin of such operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8133/19]

19/02/2019WRY03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The enforcement of 
tachograph and operator licensing regulations is a matter for the Road Safety Authority.  This 
question has been forwarded to the RSA for their attention and direct reply.
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19/02/2019WRY03300Haulage Industry Regulation

19/02/2019WRY03400562. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of seriously defective HGVs detained as a consequence of roadside checks in each year since 
2016; the number of out-of-State operators the trucks have been seized from; the country of 
origin of such operators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8134/19]

19/02/2019WRY03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The enforcement of 
roadworthiness regulations is a matter for the Road Safety Authority.  This question has been 
forwarded to the RSA for their attention and direct reply.

19/02/2019WRY03600Road Safety Authority

19/02/2019WRY03700563. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
conducted an assessment of the effectiveness of the RSA as a regulatory agency to determine 
whether it is performing its statutory functions in an effective manner; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8135/19]

19/02/2019WRY03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As outlined in my 
previous reply to the Deputy on this issue (14 February 2019, PQ6734/19 Dáil question 613) 
the Road Safety Authority is not a regulatory agency in that it does not have powers to make 
regulations. The Authority’s statutory functions are set out in the Road Safety Authority Act 
2006.  My Department has a thorough oversight framework in place to ensure the effective de-
livery of these functions and to monitor the agency’s performance on a consistent and ongoing 
basis.

This framework was drawn up in line with the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form’s Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies (available to read at www.per.gov.
ie/en/revised-code-of-practice-for-the-governance-of-state-bodies/).  Provisions include the 
drawing up and regular reviewing of Performance Delivery Agreements, the implementation of 
Oversight Agreements, and monthly meetings between the Road Safety Authority and officials 
from my Department.

19/02/2019WRY03900Transport Policy

19/02/2019WRY04000564. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if an 
application to the European Union for the revision of the TEN-T core network including the re-
instatement of the cross-Border western arc has been submitted as per the commitment outlined 
in the programme for partnership Government; the status of the application; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8143/19]

19/02/2019WRY04100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The TEN-T Regula-
tions (EU) No 1315/2013 stipulate that a review of the TEN-T network will take place no later 
than by the end of 2023. My Department will be making a formal submission within the next 
2 months to the European Commission calling for an early review of the TEN-T Network, tak-
ing into account our National Development Plan, our National Planning Framework, and the 
implications of Brexit.

As the Deputy will be aware, there are nine multi-modal TEN-T Core Network Corridors. 
Of these nine Corridors, the “North Sea Mediterranean Corridor” (NSMED) is the only corridor 
that includes the UK and Ireland. This Corridor map outlines a link from Ireland to the UK, 
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through the UK land bridge, and on to continental Europe. 

The European Commission has proposed an Amendment to Regulation (EU) No 1316/2013 
establishing the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), which would realign the North Sea - Medi-
terranean (NSMED) Core Network Corridor, given that the UK will no longer form part of the 
Corridor or the TEN-T network. This proposal seeks to ensure that the NSMED Corridor does 
not become fragmented as a result of Brexit, and will take effect only in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit, in which case the CEF Regulation would no longer apply to the UK.

In recent weeks, this proposal has been discussed in Brussels at Working Party level. In 
these discussions, Ireland has supported the inclusion of text within the proposal calling for 
an early review of the TEN-T Network to take place, with particular regard for the possible 
changes in traffic flows in a no-deal Brexit scenario. Other Member States, including France, 
have expressed support for such a review.

19/02/2019WRY04200Bus Services

19/02/2019WRY04300565. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
his attention has been drawn to the difficulties students (details supplied) are having with the 
limited frequency of a bus service; his views on whether there is a need for increased frequency 
of the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8145/19]

19/02/2019WRY04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Bus Éireann and I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

19/02/2019WRY04500Rail Network

19/02/2019WRY04600566. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to change the existing level crossings in the Dublin 15 area; the role of the National Transport 
Authority regarding the plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8172/19]

19/02/2019WRY04700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I understand that the company wrote to the Deputy on 18th 
February in response to an earlier question.  I have referred that part of the Deputy’s question 
regarding the role of the National Transport Authority to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

19/02/2019WRY04800Public Transport Fares

19/02/2019WRY04900567. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
changes to Luas fares in each of the years since 2012, in tabular form; the reason for increases 
in the fares; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8194/19]

19/02/2019WRY05000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has the statutory responsibility 
for the regulation of fares in relation to public passenger transport services.  I have, therefore, 
referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for reply.  Please contact my private office if you do 
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not receive a reply within ten working days.

19/02/2019WRY05100Road Network

19/02/2019WRY05200568. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when a 
new pedestrian overbridge and pedestrian crossing on the N67 at Oranmore, County Galway, 
will be provided (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8258/19]

19/02/2019WRY05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, construction 
and operation of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRY05400Taxi Regulations

19/02/2019WRY05500569. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if rules 
with regard to the ten year cap on the age of regular taxis can be changed to bring them into 
line with wheelchair taxis which can be up to 15 years old in view of the fact that all cars have 
to prove roadworthiness and maintain a certain standard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [8259/19]

19/02/2019WRY05600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including the setting of age rules for these ve-
hicles, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi 
Regulation Act 2013. 

Given the particular role of the Authority in these matters, I have referred your question to 
the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRY05700Roads Maintenance Funding

19/02/2019WRY05800570. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of the recently announced regional and local roads grant for 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8273/19]

19/02/2019WRY05900571. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the details 
of the 2019 national roads allocation. [8274/19]

19/02/2019WRY06000572. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way in 
which the 2018 local and regional roads grant was spent in 2018. [8275/19]

19/02/2019WRY06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 570 to 572, inclusive, together.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads 
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Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by 
State road grants.  Details of the regional and local road grant allocations and payments to local 
authorities are outlined in the regional and local road grant booklets which are available in the 
Oireachtas Library.  

The tables included in the payment and allocation booklets outline expenditure by type of 
grant programme.  For the Deputy’s information an explanation of the purpose of the main road 
Regional and Local Road Grant Programmes is set out as follows.

Restoration Maintenance and Supplementary Restoration Maintenance (RM & SRM): 
The purpose of the RM and SRM grants is to protect the structural integrity of the road by way 
of surface dressing through the sealing of the road surface.  The aim is to intervene in a timely 
manner to maintain the asset before it requires improvement.

Restoration Improvement Grant (RI): The RI grant programme is the main road strength-
ening programme and caters for surface restoration, pavement overlay works, complete road 
rehabilitation works and for drainage works where required.

Discretionary Grant (DG): Councils have discretion in spending these grants for improve-
ment and maintenance works subject to selecting from a list of eligible works. However Coun-
cils are requested to prioritise projects which involve strengthening works, remedying road 
defects, winter maintenance and drainage works.

Bridge Rehabilitation (BR): This programme allows local authorities to apply for monies 
to undertake bridge rehabilitation works.

Safety Improvement Works (BS): This programme allows local authorities to apply for 
monies to undertake safety improvement works. 

Community Involvement Scheme (CIS): The CIS facilitates community involvement in 
repair and improvement of roads.

Drainage Programme: This Grant is to designed to promote network resilience. 

Specific Grant and Strategic Grants: The Department no longer seeks annual applica-
tions from local authorities in respect of the Specific (road improvement schemes costing up to 
€5m.) and Strategic (improvement schemes costing over €5m.) grant programmes. Instead it 
considers projects on a case by case basis taking into account the availability of funding and the 
outcome of project appraisals.

In addition a Pilot Scheme relating to the maintenance  of sections of former national roads 
in poor condition has been introduced this year arising from the findings of a regional road con-
dition survey undertaken last year. 

As regards national roads, within its annual budget, expenditure decisions, including al-
locations to individual local authorities, is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII).  I 
have, therefore, referred the Deputy’s Questions to TII for direct reply. Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

19/02/20119/02/2019WRZ00200Rail Network

19/02/2019WRZ00300573. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
rail census for 2018 will be published; his plans to accelerate investment in the heavy rail sys-
tem in view of the growing potential for passenger growth on the railways and the low carbon 
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footprint of rail travel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8408/19]

19/02/2019WRZ00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may be 
aware, Project Ireland 2040 states that the priority funding objective in relation to mainline rail 
is the maintenance and renewal of the existing network so that it continues to provide a safe and 
reliable infrastructure that enables the provision of quality rail services for passengers across 
the country.  The funding I have secured under Project Ireland 2040 means that I am now in a 
position to provide this steady state level of funding.   

In addition to this increase in funding to support the infrastructure, I have also increased 
the funding available to support expanded services across the rail network through the PSO 
subsidy.  The improved funding framework has allowed the National Transport Authority and 
Iarnród Éireann deliver improved services for passengers across the network.

The NTA and Iarnród Éireann continue to explore how to enhance rail services and are cur-
rently considering ways to secure additional fleet ahead of the bigger increases which will form 
part of the DART Expansion Programme.

The  National Heavy Rail Census is an annual report of the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) and as such it is a matter for the NTA to advise as to its publication.  

In light of the NTA’s responsibility on both matters raised by the Deputy, I have referred 
his question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRZ00500Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRZ00600574. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with a value in 
excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[8430/19]

19/02/2019WRZ00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Because of the ma-
jor cutbacks in funding for regional and local roads during the recession, the Strategic Grant 
Programme relating to significant regional and local road improvement projects was curtailed 
from 2013 until provision was made in the 2016 Capital Investment Plan to restart a modest 
programme.  Schemes are being managed on a programme basis with phased implementation 
taking account of the profile of annual capital allocations.  The first projects  under the  pro-
gramme  reached construction stage in late 2017/early 2018 and to date the Minister’s attention 
has not been drawn to cost overrun issues.

As regards national road projects,  Government approval is required for all projects costing 
over €100 million and in this context the Minister has brought two schemes to Government 
for approval – in the case of the proposed Galway City Ring Road this related to approval in 
principle of the scheme Business Case and in the case of the Collooney to Castlebaldwin road 
upgrade scheme approval, following the conclusion of the tender assessment and appraisal pro-
cess, was given for the award of the construction contract. 

The Luas Cross City project was completed in December 2017 and was funded through 
Exchequer and non-Exchequer sources. The final outturn is subject to finalisation of on-going 
contract resolution procedures.
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Sport Ireland has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of the National 
Sports Campus. I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. Please 
contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRZ00800Bus Services

19/02/2019WRZ00900575. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the pro-
vision of extra buses and routes to the Swords express timetable will be expedited; if he will 
contact the NTA regarding same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8494/19]

19/02/2019WRZ01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The provision of extra 
buses to Swords Express is a matter for the company itself as it is a private operator holding a 
passenger licence under Section 7 of the Road Transport Act 1932.

The other issues raised are also a matter for the company in conjunction with the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct 
reply.   Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days

19/02/2019WRZ01100Military Aircraft Landings

19/02/2019WRZ01200576. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to the 
Parliamentary Question Nos. 82 and 83 of 12 February 2019, if the purpose of the review of the 
Carriage of Munitions of Weapons of War and Dangerous Goods Orders 73 and 89 is to deliver 
a more efficient and effective processing system with a view to reducing the administrative 
burden on his Department rather than an independent examination of the oversight functions of 
the order. [8498/19]

19/02/2019WRZ01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As stated in previous 
replies to Parliamentary Questions, the purpose of the internal review is to examine the Statu-
tory Instrument primarily from an administrative and legal perspective. There is no proposal to 
change the long-standing Government policy of permitting aircraft used by the defence forces 
of various nations to transit through Irish airspace and airports, subject to appropriate terms and 
conditions. In the event that the review identifies opportunities to reduce cost and administra-
tive burden on the Department I believe such recommendations should be pursued.

19/02/2019WRZ01400Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRZ01500577. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of State contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 2011 to 
date in his Department or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the reason the lowest tender 
or bid was not chosen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8807/19]

19/02/2019WRZ01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The information re-
quested by the Deputy is currently being collated by my officials and will be forwarded to the 
Deputy within 10 working days.

19/02/2019WRZ01700Child and Family Agency Funding
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19/02/2019WRZ01800578. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount of 
funding a group (details supplied) receives each year from Tusla through its membership of the 
new communities partnership; and the reason the funding is provided to the group. [7794/19]

19/02/2019WRZ01900579. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the legislation 
under which a group (details supplied) receives funding from Tusla. [7795/19]

19/02/2019WRZ02000580. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla has a 
service level agreement with an organisation (details supplied). [7796/19]

19/02/2019WRZ02100581. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Tusla has a 
service level agreement directly with a group (details supplied); if so, the service provided by 
the group; and the persons or group for which the service is provided. [7797/19]

19/02/2019WRZ02200582. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the role of a 
person (details supplied) as trustee of a group has been approved by Tusla. [7799/19]

19/02/2019WRZ02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 578 to 582, inclusive, together.

Tusla has informed me that the New Communities Partnership does not fund the Venezuelan 
Community in Ireland group.

As the Venezuelan Community in Ireland group does not have a service level agreement 
with Tusla and does not receive funding from Tusla the question of the legislation does not ap-
ply.

In respect of the individual named by the Deputy in PQ 7799/19 is not employed by Tusla 
or the New Communities Partnership and is not a trustee of either organisation.  The role of this 
individual as a trustee of a group has not been approved by Tusla.

In relation to the Deputy’s question about a service level agreement with the New Com-
munities Partnership Tusla does have a Service Level Agreement with this organisation. It is 
registered as a charitable organisation.  

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency funds a range of community, voluntary and charitable 
organisations, under Part 8 of the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013, which provide services 
to vulnerable children and families.

Funding provided to organisations is governed by Service Level Agreements (SLA) which 
set out the resources to be provided and the outputs to be delivered. SLAs are signed off at the 
local service area level to ensure that services are provided to meet local needs.

19/02/2019WRZ02800Child and Family Agency Data

19/02/2019WRZ02900583. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
the average waiting time for children referred to social services to be investigated by county. 
[7804/19]

19/02/2019WRZ03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I wish to assure 
the Deputy that all referrals to Tusla are screened in a timely manner.  Where appropriate, the 
referral will be routed to family support services  or, in the case of child protection and welfare 
concerns, to a social work service.  It is important to stress that urgent and emergency cases 
receive immediate attention by the local duty social work team. 
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Data on key performance indicators, including the number of referrals received and the 
waiting time for allocation to a social worker, are reported to my Department on the basis of 
Tusla area, and not by county, as requested by the Deputy.  The most recent data available to 
my Department was reported by Tusla for the end of November 2018 and show that at that time 
there were 26,136 open cases.  Of these, 20,046 were allocated to a social worker and  6,009 
were awaiting allocation.  Table 1 lays out the average waiting time by Tusla area.

Table 1.

Area Referrals 
Jan-Nov 
2018

Open 
Cases

Open 
Cases Al-
located to 
a Social 
Worker

Cases 
Unallo-
cated &lt;1 
month

Cases 
Unallo-
cated1-3 
months

Cases Un-
allocated 
&gt;3 
months

DSE/Wick-
low

2018 950 808 38 53 51

DSW/KE/
WW

3189 1409 821 73 116 399

DSC 2314 2010 1439 298 212 71
Midlands 6404 1446 1037 75 168 166
DNC 2954 1329 1205 0 6 118
Dublin 
North

3233 3913 2801 150 237 725

Louth/
Meath

3564 2006 1411 125 205 265

Cav/Mon 1662 681 586 3 18 74
Kerry 1083 602 489 32 31 50
Cork 6366 3690 3076 213 155 246
CW/KK/
ST

3462 1510 999 130 77 304

WW/WX 4309 1707 1284 161 136 126
Donegal 1034 1041 755 28 53 205
Sligo/
Leitrim/
West Ca-
van

1049 370 346 20 0 4

Mayo 1044 402 402 0 0 0
Galway/
Roscom-
mon

3075 1619 1406 134 44 35

Midwest 4428 1451 1191 31 109 120
Total 51188 26136 20046 1511 1620 2959
Of the cases awaiting allocation to a social worker,  994 were categorised as high priority. 

The priority level assigned to the case is based on the need for intervention in the case, rather 
than on risk to the child.

It should be noted an unallocated case refers to a case involving a child which  has been 
assessed as requiring a social work response, but which has not yet been allocated to a social 
worker.  These cases are monitored and may be further progressed by the duty team.  This can 
include checks with relevant professionals, home visits and gathering additional information.
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19/02/2019WRZ03100Early Childhood Care and Education

19/02/2019WRZ03200584. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her policy 
priorities in relation to supporting the provision of early childhood care in crèches; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7928/19]

19/02/2019WRZ03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My policy pri-
orities in relation to supporting the provision of early learning and care is articulated in First 5, 
Ireland’s first ever whole-of-Government strategy to improve the lives of babies, young chil-
dren and their families. This 10-year strategy sets out a roadmap for development and invest-
ment over the next decade and builds on recent and very substantial developments in early 
learning and care. These developments include the extension of  the universal pre-school pro-
gramme which now provides two years of free pre-school education to all children, schemes 
that subsidise the cost of early learning and care to parents and extra supports to ensure chil-
dren with additional needs,  including children with a disability, homeless children, programme 
refugee children and children in low income households, can access early learning and care. I 
have also given priority to a range of initiatives, including regulations, to improve the quality of 
provision. These developments have been made possible by an unprecedented 117% increase 
in investment since 2015.

Over the next decade and through First 5, this work will intensify, however, the focus on 
accessibility, affordability and the quality of early learning and care will remain. Initial actions 
include: 

- introducing the Affordable Childcare Scheme, which will alter the landscape of early 
learning and care provision in Ireland - providing financial support for parents and  establishing 
a sustainable platform for additional investment for decades to come ; 

- developing a strategic capital investment plan to deliver the large-scale capital investment 
of   €250 million earmarked under Project 2040;

- developing mechanisms to provide additional supports to early learning and care settings 
where there are high proportions of children who are at risk of poverty to mitigate the impacts 
of early disadvantage 

- piloting a meals programme in early learning and care settings to address food poverty 
among young children; 

- extending the award winning Access and Inclusion Model (AIM), which currently sup-
ports children with a disability to access the universal pre-school programme;

- extending regulations and supports to all paid non-relative childminders and school-age 
childcare;

- moving progressively towards a graduate-led professional early learning and care work-
force with high quality CPD in the national quality and curriculum frameworks and setting stan-
dards for initial professional education at higher education and further education level qualifica-
tions;

- developing a new funding model for early learning and care that will support improved 
quality of provision for children while ensuring improved affordability for parents through 
mechanism to control fees and sustainability for providers; and

- doubling investment in early learning and care over the next ten years.
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A three-year implementation plan for this Strategy will be published in the coming months 
by my Department. This will set out a timetable for delivery of these and other First 5 actions.

My Department will monitor and report on the implementation of First 5 on an annual basis.

19/02/2019WRZ03400Early Childhood Care and Education

19/02/2019WRZ03500585. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her policy 
priorities in relation to supporting parents of preschool children that opt to care for them full-
time at home; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [7929/19]

19/02/2019WRZ03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment has recently led the development of First 5, a Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, 
Young Children and their Families.  First 5 identifies a range of measures to support families 
given their fundamental importance in shaping children’s experiences and outcomes.  The vi-
sion for babies and young children articulated in First 5 is of a healthy childhood starting in 
pregnancy; time together with parents especially in the first year in a nurturing and playful 
home environment where material needs are met; high quality play-based Early Learning and 
Care experiences; positive transitions to primary school; and supportive community contexts. 

The Government is committed to supporting parents in caring for young children at home 
in a range of ways.

Within the remit of my Department, the policy priorities are to provide access to Early 
Learning and Care supports to parents of young children, whether they work full time, part 
time, or look after their children at home full-time. These policies seek to support children’s 
early development and to support their families.

An example of supports for Early Learning and Care provided by my Department is that, 
from September of this year, all children are eligible to avail of two years of universal pre-
school, without cost, through the Early Childhood Care and Education programme (ECCE) 
prior to beginning primary school.  Some 107,000 children are already benefitting, many of 
whom are children of stay-at-home parents.

Furthermore the current targeted Early Learning and Care subsidy schemes are available to 
families where parents are in receipt of certain social welfare payments, medical cards, or GP 
Visit cards, again many of whom are stay-at-home parents.

A universal subsidy is available to all parents of children under the age of three, or when-
ever the child becomes eligible for the universal preschool programme (ECCE), regardless of 
whether parents are working or not. The Affordable Childcare Scheme, ACS, which will be 
launched later this year will make Early Learning and Care subsidies available on the basis of 
family income and will be available to stay-at-home parents. This is underpinned by the Child-
care Support Act 2018.

My Department also provides funding for local parent and toddler groups to organise ac-
tivities for parents and young children in the community to support their development through 
play. Both working parents and stay-at-home parents participate.  449 groups were supported 
in 2018.

In the coming years my Department will also be leading on developing a new model of par-
enting services from universal to targeted provision, covering key stages of child development 
and taking account of parents and children in a range of contexts and parenting relationships. 
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More widely across Government, there are various initiatives that support stay-at-home par-
ents. A child benefit payment of €140 per child per month is available for all children. Budget 
2019 announced an increase to the home carer tax credit to €1,500 per year.

There have also been a number of new measures to support parents to spend time at home 
with children in their early years. Two weeks of paternity leave and benefit for fathers was in-
troduced in 2016. In 2017, there was an extension to maternity leave and benefit to mothers of 
babies born prematurely.  Budget 2019 also announced the introduction of a new parental leave 
scheme which will be available to both fathers and mothers. First 5, the Whole of Government 
Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families sets out Government’s commitment 
that by 2021, parents will each have an individual entitlement to seven weeks of paid parental 
leave, to potentially allow children to benefit from an additional 14 weeks parental care in their 
first year. 

19/02/2019WRZ03700Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

19/02/2019WRZ03800586. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to ad-
dress the issue of redress for the small number of survivors from the Bethany homes; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7951/19]

19/02/2019WRZ03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): When the Ryan 
Report was published in 2009 there were a number of calls for the Residential Institutions Re-
dress Act to be extended to include additional institutions, including the Bethany Home. 

As the Deputy will be aware, my colleague the Minister for Education and Skills is respon-
sible for the Redress Act legislation and related arrangements and that the scheme has been 
closed to new applications since 2011. Eligibility for the scheme has been reviewed on a num-
ber of occasions and it has not been extended to any additional institution since 2005. 

In its second Interim Report the Commission suggested that eligibility for the Redress 
Scheme be re-examined. I raised this over a period of weeks with government colleagues. and 
the Attorney General.  Subsequent to those discussions, the Government decided not to extend 
the scheme.  

The Commission had made no findings to date regarding abuse or neglect, within Mother 
and Baby Homes, including the Bethany Home,  and colleagues believed it would not be ap-
propriate to deal with the question of redress in advance of any conclusions by the Commission. 

At that time, the Government made a further decision that. in light of the Commission’s 
commentary, consideration would be given to provide supports to former residents. It was on 
this basis that I established the Collaborative Forum of former residents, and Bethany Home 
survivors are represented in the membership.   The Forum has produced a report that includes a 
series of recommendations on matters of priority to them and their families.

I will be bringing the report to Cabinet shortly to facilitate its detailed consideration by 
Government. 

19/02/2019WRZ04000Early Childhood Care and Education

19/02/2019WRZ04100587. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
childcare service providers that closed their services in 2018 and to date in 2019, or have indi-
cated that they are not reopening in September 2019; the number of childcare places which will 
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be lost due to these facilities closing by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[8137/19]

19/02/2019WRZ04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In order to best 
answer the Deputy’s question, and to provide a context, my Department looked at both the 
number of early years services that closed over 2018 and to date in 2019 and the number of new 
services that opened for business in the same period. The following tables outline the number 
of service provider closures or those who have signalled their intention to close in 2019 notified 
to Pobal, and the number of service provider closures notified to Pobal in 2018. Accompanying 
this is a count of all children still enrolled at the services on the date of closure. The majority 
(66%) of the services had zero children enrolled at the date of closure.

 2019 Closures: Year to date
 County Services Children Enrolled 
 Donegal  1  0

 2019 Closure Notifications
 County  Services  Children Enrolled
 Cork  1  0
 Dublin  2  24
 Grand Total  3  24

 2018 Closure Notifications 
 County  Services No of Children Enrolled 
 Carlow  1  0
 Clare  2  1
 Cork  13  74
 Donegal  3  11
 Dublin  15  56
 Galway  9  0
 Kerry  3  0
 Kildare  4  37
 Kilkenny  1  0
 Laois  2  0
 Limerick  1  0
 Louth  4  1
 Mayo  2  32
 Meath  5  75
 Tipperary  5  43
 Wexford  4  1
 Wicklow  4  20
 Grand Total  78 351 
It is important to mention that during this same time, 153 new services opened in 2018, 

providing childcare places for 2593 children and a total of 8 have opened so far in 2019 with 
childcare places yet to register. It is evident from these figures that new services exceed the 
services that closed. 

Please see the following tables for a county breakdown of new services. 
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 2019 New Services Regis-
tered
 County New Services  No. of Children Enrolled
 Cavan  2  0
 Cork  2  0
 Donegal  1  0
 Dublin  1  0
 Kilkenny  1  0
 Mayo  1  0
 Roscommon  1  0
 Wexford  1  0
 Grand Total  8  0

2018 New Services Registered 
 County New Services No. of Children Enrolled 
 Cavan  2  12
 Clare  6  51
 Cork  16  230
 Donegal  6  353
 Dublin  40  616
 Galway  10  185
 Kerry  2  3
 Kildare  4  35
 Kilkenny  2  57
 Laois  6  175
 Leitrim  3  47
 Limerick  9  156
 Longford  2  39
 Louth  5  87
 Mayo  8  9
 Meath  4  67
 Roscommon  1  18
 Sligo  4  21
 Tipperary  8  111
 Waterford  4  124
 Westmeath  1  15
 Wexford  4  51
 Wicklow  6  49
Grand Total  153  2,593
My Department has secured €6.1 million in capital funding for early learning and care and 

school age capital programmes in 2019.  The focus of this funding is to continue the expansion 
of early learning and care places for 0-3 year olds and school age childcare places where this is 
most needed.

19/02/2019WRZ04300Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries
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19/02/2019WRZ04400588. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if consid-
eration has been given to the proposal made by an organisation (details supplied) to split the 
historical investigations of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes from 
its redress considerations; and if and when same will be carried out. [8149/19]

19/02/2019WRZ04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Commis-
sion of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes was established by Government in February 
2015 to investigate concerns related to the institutional care of unmarried mothers and their 
babies during the period 1922 to 1998.  The Commission is tasked with providing a full account 
of what happened to vulnerable women and children in these institutions.

The scope of the Commission’s remit includes several specific areas of practice and pro-
cedure in the care, welfare, entry arrangements and exit pathways for the women and children 
who were residents of 14 named institutions and the representative sample of County Homes 
identified by the Commission.

The Commissions of Investigation Act 2004 provides an effective mechanism to investigate 
complex and sensitive matters of significant public concern. The Act gives the Commission ro-
bust powers to compel persons to produce information and answer questions. It is important to 
recognise that a statutory Commission is fully independent in the conduct of its investigations. 
The precise approach to examination of evidence are matters for the Commission to decide and 
progress. 

The Deputy may wish to note that the Commission’s terms of reference do not require the 
Commission to make any findings or recommendations on redress.

While I am aware of calls for redress as an interim step, the Government has already clari-
fied that it is not possible to consider such matters in advance of the findings and conclusions of 
the Commission. When the Commission delivers its final report, its conclusions on all matters 
regarding the treatment of former residents of Mother and Baby Homes will be taken into care-
ful consideration when determining the State’s response.

In the interim, the Government has agreed to consider supports and services to respond to 
the identified health and well-being needs of former residents. In July of last year I established 
the Collaborative Forum, as a progressive response to the theme of “nothing about us without 
us” which emerged from my consultations with former residents of these institutions. This in-
novative approach has empowered former residents to actively contribute to the Government’s 
deliberations on matters of concern to them and their families. 

The Forum has recently submitted its first report to me and I will be bringing my recom-
mendations to Government in the coming weeks.

19/02/2019WRZ04600Child and Family Agency Services

19/02/2019WRZ04700589. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will ad-
dress a matter regarding an application by a centre (details supplied). [8151/19]

19/02/2019WRZ04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Family 
Resource Centre (FRC) Programme is administered by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. 

I am aware that the organisation to which the Deputy refers made an application for inclu-
sion in the Programme last year but was unsuccessful.
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I have secured an increase of €34 million in funding for Tusla in 2019, which will include 
targeted funds for the further investment and development of the Family Resource Centre Pro-
gramme this year. However, there are currently no plans to establish any new Family Resource 
Centres in 2019.

Tusla has advised me that the centre’s application has been retained on file in the event that 
additional funding becomes available for the establishment of new Family Resource Centres.

Tusla will continue to support the organisation to which the Deputy refers through its local 
office.

Tusla has identified, and continues to monitor the need for family support services in speci-
fied areas of the country, including the Dublin 12 area. Tusla plans to allocate future funding 
according to the results of needs analysis projects across the country.

Tusla continues to work with Family Resource Centres and other family support organisa-
tions throughout the country and will discuss service needs and funding resources with centres, 
where appropriate. Tusla is committed to using all available resources for children and families 
in the most efficient, equitable, proportionate and sustainable way.

19/02/2019WRZ04900Child and Family Agency Remit

19/02/2019WRZ05000590. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
will address a matter in relation to the statutory obligation on Tusla to prepare an after-care plan 
for each eligible child and young person in care, which can also include direct financial support 
in the form of the aftercare allowance (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8203/19]

19/02/2019WRZ05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Aftercare ser-
vices are support services which build on and support the work already undertaken by many 
including foster carers, social workers and residential workers in preparing young people for 
adulthood. Everyone has a role to play in preparing young people to reach their developmental 
milestones. Thus the provision of aftercare services should not be regarded as an event, but as 
a continuum of service building on the skills and capacity young people have developed during 
their time in care.

A comprehensive aftercare service relies on the full participation and informed consent of 
young people in the development and implementation of their aftercare plan. It also relies on 
cooperation and partnership with other key stakeholders, including the Health Services Execu-
tive, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, the Department of Educa-
tion, SUSI, voluntary groups, and community groups.

Legislative provision for aftercare has been strengthened by the Child Care (Amendment) 
Act 2015, which imposed a statutory duty on Tusla to prepare an aftercare plan for an eligible 
child or eligible young person, following an assessment of need. The Act created an explicit 
statement of Tusla’s duty to satisfy itself as to the child’s or young person’s need for assistance 
by preparing a plan that identifies those needs for aftercare supports. An eligible child for the 
purpose of this statutory entitlement is any child who has spent 12 months in the care of the 
State in the 5 years between the ages of 13 and 18 years old, while an eligible adult is any young 
person aged 18, 19 or 20 who has spent at least 12 months in the care of the State between the 
ages of 13 and 18 years. Note that this eligibility is not contingent on the child or young person 
being in care on their 18th   birthday. Specific legislative provision is in place for aftercare to 
continue until a young person is 23 years of age where they are finishing a course of education. 
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In response to the new legislative provision, Tusla has developed a suite of policies and 
guidance documents for aftercare support, which includes guidance on direct financial support. 

The most prominent form of such support is the aftercare allowance, which is provided to 
cover a young person’s day to day costs as they progress in education or accredited training. 
Under current Tusla guidance, an eligible adult will qualify for an aftercare allowance where 
they have turned 18 in the care of Tusla, having spent the previous 12 months in care, are at-
tending an accredited education course, third level course or training programme as outlined 
in their aftercare plan, and agree to engage with Tusla aftercare and provide updates on their 
progress. 

For those young adults who are not in education / training at 18 years, aftercare services 
support them in accessing any relevant financial allowances and support to which they may be 
entitled from the Department of Social Protection or other agencies. The amount of financial 
support an adult will receive at 18 years and the relevant agency or Department will be specific 
to each adult’s circumstances.

While this policy provides the basis for the standardised aftercare allowance, Tusla recog-
nises that some particularly vulnerable adults (which can include young people with mental 
health issues, addiction issues etc.) will need tailored support as part of their aftercare plan 
and this may include tailored financial support. Current policy provides for decisions in such 
instances to be made by principal social workers and area managers on a case by case basis. 

It is important to note that the financial guidance in relation to financial support to young 
adults in aftercare is currently under review following 12 months’ implementation and a con-
sultation process with key stakeholders is currently underway.

19/02/2019WRZ05200Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRZ05300591. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her 
attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within her Department with a value in 
excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 2018 
and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8417/19]

19/02/2019WRZ05400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can confirm 
that my attention has not been drawn to any cost overruns on contracts engaged within my De-
partment that meet the criteria set out by the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRZ05500Schools Facilities

19/02/2019WRZ05600592. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the funding schemes available to national schools for the improvement of playgrounds; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7669/19]

19/02/2019WRZ05700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Primary re-
sponsibility for the development of school facilities rests with my colleague, the Minister for 
Education and Skills.

From my own Department’s perspective, the CLÁR programme provides funding for small 
scale projects in designated rural areas that have experienced significant levels of depopulation.  
The types of projects which have been supported since I re-launched the programme in 2016 in-
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clude safety measures around schools and community facilities, and the provision of play areas.

Under the 2018 CLÁR programme, national schools applied to their Local Authority for im-
provement works to playgrounds and, in turn, the Local Authorities submitted a list of projects 
to my Department for consideration. 

I intend to launch a further call for proposals under CLÁR this year and I will be making 
decisions shortly regarding the specific measures to be supported in 2019.  I anticipate that the 
programme will be opened for new applications in the first quarter of the year.

19/02/2019WRZ05800Community Enhancement Programme Eligibility

19/02/2019WRZ05900593. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the community enhancement programme 
does not allow schools to apply for funding in view of the fact that the rural equivalent and the 
CLÁR programmes allow same; his plans to change same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7733/19]

19/02/2019WRZ06000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Enhancement Programme helps community groups to improve facilities in their area.  It 
is aimed at addressing disadvantage as outlined in each area’s Local Economic and Community 
Plan. 

Under the 2018 programme, schools could apply for funding as long as they were not a 
commercial or for-profit organisation, and on the condition that the grant was for something 
available to the entire community. 

In 2018, over €200,000 of the programme allocation funded school related projects includ-
ing pre-school, after-school, Parents Associations on behalf of schools, National/Primary and 
Community Schools.   

The details of the 2019 programme are currently being considered and will be announced 
in due course.

19/02/2019WRZ06100Community Services Programme

19/02/2019WRZ06200594. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if Pobal will be requested to provide three full-time positions under the community services 
programme to a group (details supplied) in County Kerry following the submission of a busi-
ness plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7809/19]

19/02/2019WRZ06300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme (CSP) supports around 400 community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model with funding provided as a contribution to the 
cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions (FTEs).  Some €46 
million will be provided under the programme in 2019.

A business plan was submitted by the organisation in question as part of the CSP Recon-
tracting Process   in 2017.   Unfortunately, the plan did not establish a strong enough case for 
the level of support sought and the organisation was advised that support would reduce from 
one manager and four FTEs to two FTEs from 1 July 2018.  
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My Department extended this deadline to end-December 2018 pending submission of a re-
vised business plan to Pobal.  A revised business plan was submitted; however, this also failed 
to establish a strong enough case for the level of CSP support sought.  

The organisation has since appealed the decision and provided additional information to 
support its business case.  My Department has upheld the appeal and support will be provided 
for three FTEs to end-December 2019 pending a progress review to inform support levels post-
2019.

19/02/2019WRAA00200Local Improvement Scheme Funding

19/02/2019WRAA00300595. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
further funding will be made available in 2019 to assist counties in carrying out local improve-
ment scheme works in the coming months; and the level of funding he expects to be allocated 
to each county council in this regard. [7943/19]

19/02/2019WRAA00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or 
non-public roads in rural areas.  The scheme is funded by my Department and is administered 
through the Local Authorities.

As the Deputy may be aware, there was no dedicated funding for this scheme for a number 
of years due to constraints on public expenditure.  However, I was very conscious of the under-
lying demand for the scheme in rural areas throughout the country.

I reintroduced the LIS in September 2017 and allocated a total of €17.5 million to Local 
Authorities for LIS roads in 2017.  In 2018, I allocated over €20 million for LIS roads in two 
phases, the second of which is currently being completed.

On 7th February 2019, I announced that I am making €10 million available in a new round 
of funding for LIS, and individual Local Authority allocations have been published on my De-
partment’s website.

I will be closely monitoring the scheme over the coming months and will make decisions 
regarding any further funding in due course.

19/02/2019WRAA00500Mobile Telephony Services

19/02/2019WRAA00600596. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the details supplied by Cork County Council on mobile phone black spots; the number of 
black spots identified; the steps being taken to address these black spots; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7964/19]

19/02/2019WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): In 2017, officials from my Department, the Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment and a small number of Local Authorities met to examine the 
potential for mapping mobile phone blackspots in Ireland.

On foot of these meetings, an invitation was issued in late 2017 to all Local Authorities to 
provide data on 5-6 prioritised local blackspots.

Some Local Authorities provided details of more than the 5-6 blackspots requested.  How-
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ever, the intention was only to identify areas of immediate priority for the purposes of the exer-
cise in question, rather than to compile a definitive list of blackspots across the country.  Cork 
County Council identified 12 priority blackspots.

While the exercise was informative, it was not comprehensive.  Of the thirty-one Local 
Authorities, only seventeen returned data to feed into the exercise.  The majority of Local Au-
thorities did not have the capacity to carry out technical testing.  Furthermore, the methods used 
to collect the data varied.

Simultaneously, mobile network operators and infrastructure providers were increasing the 
number of mobile phone sites in service, as well as upgrading existing networks. As a con-
sequence, the data that was collected in 2018 only represented a snapshot in time for certain 
areas and could not be interpreted as a definitive source of information regarding mobile phone 
blackspots.  Nor would it be a fair reflection of the current situation, as network developments 
are taking place on an ongoing basis.

ComReg will shortly be publishing a national map of mobile phone coverage for 2G, 3G 
and 4G services. This map will show the quality of mobile phone coverage across the county 
and is a key deliverable of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce.  My Department will 
continue to work with Local Authorities and telecommunications providers throughout 2019 to 
ensure that new infrastructure is targeted to the areas most in need.

19/02/2019WRAA00800Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRAA00900597. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if his attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within his Department with a value 
in excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 to 
2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [8428/19]

19/02/2019WRAA01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development has not directly undertaken any capital projects 
since its establishment in July 2017.

The capital funding available to the Department is utilised at programme level to support 
local authorities and others in the delivery of individual capital projects.  Such programmes 
include the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, 
CLÁR, Community Enhancement Programme, Libraries Capital Investment Programme, and 
the LEADER Programme.  The projects involved are generally small in nature, and there are no 
capital projects funded under these schemes with a cost of €10 million or greater.

In general, an agreed maximum grant is agreed with the relevant sponsoring agency, which 
must then manage project costs and deliver the project within budget and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Public Spending Code.

19/02/2019WRAA01100Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRAA01200598. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of State contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 
2011 to date in his Department or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the reason the low-
est tender or bid was not chosen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8806/19]
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19/02/2019WRAA01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The ques-
tion, as I understand it, relates to all tenders of €500,000 or over.

The Department of Rural and Community Development was established in July 2017, and 
to date has not awarded any contracts valued at €500,000 or above.

The Department complies with the relevant Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
(DPER) procedures and guidance on procurement.  The guidance provides for contracts to be 
awarded to the most economically advantageous tender, where this is decided upon objective 
grounds.  This is equally applicable to all tenders and strictly related to the subject matter of the 
contract.

With respect to bodies under the aegis of my Department, we are currently collating that 
information and will respond directly to the Deputy when that process is complete.

19/02/2019WRAA01400Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

19/02/2019WRAA01500599. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position on pension claims by community employment scheme supervisors; the number 
of times the community employment departmental forum has met since January 2018; if her 
attention has been drawn to the Dáil Éireann motion of April 2018 supporting the claims of 
community employment scheme supervisors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7661/19]

19/02/2019WRAA01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): CE 
supervisors and assistant supervisors made a claim, through their union representatives, for the 
allocation of Exchequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to 
the provision of a pension scheme.  Although this issue relates to CE supervisors and assistant 
supervisors, such individuals comprise just one small group within the wider community and 
voluntary sector.

I would like to clarify that CE supervisors are employees of private companies in the com-
munity and voluntary sector that receive state funding.  They are not employees of my Depart-
ment or public servants, and as such were not subject to pay reductions, pension contributions 
or the Pension-related Deduction (PRD) under the provisions of the Financial Emergency Mea-
sures in the Public Interest (FEMPI), which only applied to public servants.  Supervisors pay a 
PRSI Class ‘A’ contribution towards the state contributory pension. This pension has a maxi-
mum personal rate payable of €12,695 per annum increasing to €12,956 in March.

While my Department funds wages and training costs in respect of CE participants and su-
pervisors, it does not - and has not - provided provision for funding for CE supervisor pensions.  
Employers, including CE sponsoring organisations, are legally obliged to offer access to at least 
one Standard Personal Retirement Savings Account (PRSA) under the Pension (Amendment) 
Act 2002.

The motion called for the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to meet with unions 
with a view to addressing the issue of CE supervisors’ pension provision.  The issue was exam-
ined by a Community Sector High-Level Forum, chaired by the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.  A number of Departments including my own Department were represented 
on this group, as were the unions and Pobal.

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform in 2017 in order to comprehensively examine and assess the full potential implica-



Questions - Written Answers

258

tions of providing such a pension scheme.  A meeting of the Forum took place on Thursday, 23 
November 2017, where the findings of this exercise were shared with members of the Forum.  
A follow-up meeting to deal with technical questions arising from the exercise took place on 
Friday, 15 December 2017.

This scoping exercise clearly highlighted that the provision of any such pension scheme 
presents very significant issues for the Exchequer, with a potential cost to the State of between 
€188 million per annum and €347 million depending on the size of the sector, which is difficult 
to ascertain.

It is important to note that this cost excludes any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump 
sum payment of pension as sought, which could, depending on the size of the sector, entail a 
further Exchequer cost of up to €318 million.

It continues to be the position that state organisations are not the employer of the particular 
employees concerned and that it is not for the State to provide funding for such pension scheme 
provision. These employees are, or were, employees of private companies notwithstanding the 
fact that the companies concerned are, or were, in receipt of State funding.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA01700Working Family Payment Applications

19/02/2019WRAA01800600. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a working family payment application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7665/19]

19/02/2019WRAA01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 03 October 2018.

Their application was referred to a local Social Welfare Officer (SWI) for further clarifica-
tion. The relevant SWI has confirmed that the report will be completed shortly.

On receipt of the completed report from the SWI, their WFP application will be processed 
without delay and the person concerned will be notified of the decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA02000Social Welfare Benefits

19/02/2019WRAA02100601. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of the convention on social security between Ireland and the United Kingdom. 
[7668/19]

19/02/2019WRAA02200614. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a matter (details supplied) regarding a carer’s allowance post Brexit will be clarified; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7937/19]

19/02/2019WRAA02300648. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent to which adequate provisions are being made to ensure that recipients of 
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a social welfare payment continue to receive their entitlement uninterrupted in cases in which 
the entitlement is dependent on contributions in the UK and here, regardless of whether they 
are domiciled here or in the UK, with particular reference to the post-Brexit situation; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [8443/19]

19/02/2019WRAA02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 601, 614 and 648 together.

The Government and the EU remain committed to securing a negotiated Brexit outcome.  
We have been planning for all Brexit scenarios but in light of uncertainties in London and the 
Brexit deadline of 29 March, the Government decided at its meeting of 11 December that im-
mediate priority must now be given to preparations for a no-deal Brexit and that Government 
Departments and state agencies should urgently take forward work on that basis.

The Contingency Action Plan which the Government published on 19 December sets out 
in comprehensive terms the challenges to be faced and the actions taken and planned by the 
Government across key sectors in the event of a no-deal Brexit scenario.

My key area of interest is the impact of Brexit on the current reciprocal arrangements for so-
cial insurance schemes, social assistance schemes and child benefit under the Common Travel 
Area between Ireland and the UK, including Northern Ireland.

Last year, I met with the then UK Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and we agreed 
the objective of ensuring that the reciprocity of social welfare rights and entitlements, which 
currently exist for Irish and UK citizens moving within Ireland and between Ireland and Britain 
under the Common Travel Area, are safeguarded and maintained.

Because of the unique nature of the Common Travel Area and the specific rights which it 
provides and will continue to provide for Irish and British citizens in each other’s countries, it 
was agreed that we would formalise the pre-existing Common Travel Area arrangements in a 
documented agreement.  That agreement was signed recently and the process required to ratify 
the agreement is ongoing.  Under the terms of the agreement all existing arrangements with 
regard to recognition of, and access to, social insurance entitlements will be maintained in both 
jurisdictions.  This means that the rights of Irish citizens domiciled in Ireland to benefit from 
social insurance contributions made when working in the UK and to access social insurance 
payments if resident in the UK are protected.  We moved a motion on this matter in this House 
last Tuesday and I will be discussing it with the Select Committee on Thursday (21 February).

In addition, the General Scheme of the Miscellaneous Provisions (Withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union on 29 March 2019) Bill, which the Government published 
on 24 January 2019, is part of a framework of wider planning and preparations for the pos-
sibility of a no-deal Brexit, which the Government still hopes can be avoided.  Part 11 of the 
General Scheme sets out proposed amendments to the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 2015 
(as amended) which serve the same purpose as the agreement I have just mentioned.  These 
amendments are being introduced in line with the Government’s Brexit priority of maintaining 
the Common Travel Area.  I will be discussing these provisions with the Joint Oireachtas Com-
mittee tomorrow (Wednesday 20 February).

Deputy Smyth specifically asked about payments for carers from my Department.  There 
will be no change to the qualifying conditions for such payments arising from Brexit.

I hope this clarifies the position.
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19/02/2019WRAA02500Social Welfare Benefits

19/02/2019WRAA02600602. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the payment options available to a person (details supplied) in respect of a life-long illness. 
[7676/19]

19/02/2019WRAA02700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay-related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.

The Department received a claim for IP from the lady concerned on 30 October 2018.  Her 
claim was disallowed on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme were not 
satisfied.  She was notified on 14 January 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her 
right of review and appeal.

The lady concerned requested a review of this decision and following a review of all the 
information available a deciding officer has confirmed the original decision to disallow the 
claim on the grounds that the contribution conditions are not satisfied.  She was notified on 15 
February 2019 of the outcome of the review.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Pension Provisions

19/02/2019WRAA02750603. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of successful matches the host mailing service in her Department has 
made in the time since the revised protocol was put into place in October 2013 between pension 
scheme providers and beneficiaries; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7714/19]

19/02/2019WRAA02762604. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if enquiries from persons in relation to tracing unclaimed pension entitlements comes 
under her aegis; if such enquiries are responded to by her Department; if the host mailing ser-
vice and associated efforts are limited solely to enquiries from pension scheme administrators; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7715/19]

19/02/2019WRAA02775Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 603 and 604 together.

The Department had an arrangement with pension companies where a person’s pension had 
matured and the company had been unable to contact the person. 

The pension company provided a letter with the person’s details and where the Department 
held a more recent address, the letter was forwarded on to the person at that address. This en-
abled the person concerned to contact the pension administrator if they so wished. The Depart-
ment did not provide any information to the pension administrator.

As persons contacted in this way would have made contact with the pension companies 
themselves and not with the Department, it is not possible to state how many persons benefited 
from this.

The Department has suspended the provision of this service pending the receipt of legal ad-
vice on the application of the provisions of the General Data Protection Regulation. I hope this 
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clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA02781Community Employment Schemes Operation

19/02/2019WRAA02787605. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a community employment scheme will be extended for another year in the case of 
a person (details supplied).  [7721/19]

19/02/2019WRAA02793Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community employment (CE) is the largest employment programme administered by my De-
partment. It aims to enhance the employability and mobility of disadvantaged and unemployed 
persons by providing work experience and training opportunities for them within their com-
munities. In addition, it helps long-term unemployed people to re-enter the active workforce by 
breaking their experience of unemployment through a return to work routine. 

One of the Government’s primary strategies is to tackle unemployment. To date, policy and 
actions have been effective in reducing long-term unemployment and these continue to focus 
on supporting the long-term unemployed. The Pathways to Work 2016-2020 strategy prioritises 
long-term unemployed people by engaging systematically with this group and through employ-
ment and training programmes such as CE.

My officials will examine the case raised by the Deputy and revert in due course.

I trust that this clarifies the matter.

19/02/2019WRAA02800State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

19/02/2019WRAA02900606. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 606 of 5 February 2019, the other avenues the 
person can explore to increase their pension (details supplied). [7725/19]

19/02/2019WRAA03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ac-
cording to the records of my Department, the person concerned has a total of 835 full-rate paid 
and credited contributions from 1962 to 2011 inclusive.  This results in an assessed yearly 
average of 17 contributions, which qualifies the person for a state pension (contributory) rate 
of 75%, based on their Irish record.  As the person was born before 1 September 1946, their 
entitlement was not affected by the Budget 2012 changes.  The person’s eligibility for an EU 
pro-rata pension was also examined, based on their combined Irish and UK social insurance 
records.

As the person was already entitled to receive a higher, maximum rate increase for qualified 
adult payment on their spouse’s state pension (contributory), this more financially beneficial 
payment continued.  This rate is equivalent to approximately 90% of the maximum rate of state 
pension (contributory).

It is open to the person concerned to apply for a means-tested state pension (non-contrib-
utory) in their own right.  The maximum personal rate of state pension (non-contributory) is 
currently €232 per week, which is approximately 95% of the maximum rate of contributory 
pension.  Entitlement to state pension (non-contributory) is subject to a joint means test.  Items 
which count as means include cash income, including foreign pensions, the value of any prop-
erty (excluding the couple’s own home) and the value of any savings and investments which a 
person or their spouse may have.  In order to qualify for the state pension (non-contributory), 
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the applicant must be habitually resident in the State.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA03100Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with Disabilities

19/02/2019WRAA03200607. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the supports available to prospective employers that may wish to employ young 
adult school leavers with a diagnosis such as ASD; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7793/19]

19/02/2019WRAA03300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Through the Comprehensive Employment Strategy, the Govern-
ment recognises the importance to people with disabilities of participation in employment.  As 
part of the strategy, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) is 
committed to improving employment outcomes and removing barriers to employment for per-
sons with a disability.

The DEASP supports for people with disabilities have been designed to enable persons with 
a disability to achieve their employment ambitions by focusing on the individual person’s abil-
ity and capacity rather than taking an approach that focuses on a particular type of disability.

The Department engages regularly with employers to highlight the benefits of employing 
people with disabilities and the Department promotes workplace supports for people with dis-
abilities on an ongoing basis.  For instance, the Employer Information Pack (which is available 
on the Department’s website at (http://www.welfare.ie/en/downloads/employerpack.pdf) con-
tains information on supports available to people with disabilities and employers.  The range 
of supports and services available to employers are also regularly highlighted at, for example, 
“road shows” and Job Fairs directed at both employers and potential employees.

The Department provides a range of work-related supports for employers who recruit and 
employ people with disabilities.  These include:

- The Wage Subsidy Scheme, which is a financial incentive (subsidy) available to private 
sector employers designed to encourage the employment of people with disabilities.

- The Reasonable Accommodation Fund, which assists employers to take appropriate mea-
sures to enable a person with a disability / impairment to have access to or retain employ-
ment by providing a range of grants.  These grants and supports include the Workplace Equip-
ment Adaptation Grant, the Personal Reader Grant, the Job Interview Interpreter Grant and the 
Employee Retention Grant.

- The EmployAbility service, which is a specialist service (delivered under contract on be-
half of the department).  The EmployAbility service supports both people with disabilities and 
their employers through job coach support both pre employment and in employment.

In addition to the above and in recognition of the challenges faced by persons with dis-
abilities during their transition period between school (and other settings) and employment / 
further education, the Department introduced the ‘Ability’ programme in 2018.  The ‘Ability’ 
programme provides funding (via Pobal) to 27 organisations to support young people (aged 
15-29) with disabilities during their individual transition into employment or further education/
training through the provision of a range of person-centred supports.  The programme has been 
designed to support some 2,600 young people with disabilities over a three-year period.  Details 
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of the services being provided under the ‘Ability’ umbrella are available on the Pobal website 
at https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/ability-programme/.

I trust this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA03400JobPath Programme

19/02/2019WRAA03500608. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if consideration has been given to exempting persons (details supplied) in receipt of jobseeker’s 
allowance from participation in JobPath in view of the circumstances; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [7812/19]

19/02/2019WRAA03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Re-
tained fire-fighters who are otherwise unemployed are entitled to a jobseeker’s payment in 
respect of days that they are engaged in fire-fighting or training, subject to the usual qualifica-
tion conditions in relation to means or social insurance contributions.  They are also required to 
satisfy the statutory conditions for the receipt of a jobseeker’s payment of being available for 
and genuinely seeking full-time work.

Taking account of the unusual circumstances of retained fire personnel, the Social Welfare 
and Pensions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2013 carried amendments to both jobseeker’s 
benefit and jobseeker’s allowance that put the treatment of retained fire fighters on a legislative 
basis.

These amendments were introduced with particular regard to the vital service provided by 
this group, particularly in rural communities where the fire service is almost exclusively staffed 
by retained personnel.

The legislation now provides that, when a retained fire fighter is on call, this will not result 
in a disallowance for a jobseeker’s payment on grounds of availability.

However, all retained firefighters in receipt of a Jobseeker’s payment must engage with 
my Department’s activation processes, including those delivered through JobPath.  Customers 
referred to activation services who are retained fire-fighters will have all activities including 
meetings with their personal advisor scheduled around their firefighter commitments and the 
case officer will be flexible in the provision of the service in that respect.

Activation is intended to be a positive experience tailored to the individual needs and cir-
cumstances of the jobseeker, with the aim of his / her progressing to suitable, sustainable full-
time employment.

19/02/2019WRAA03700Illness Benefit Appeals

19/02/2019WRAA03800609. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an illness benefit appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [7818/19]

19/02/2019WRAA03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
referred on 8th January 2019 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.
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The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA04000Back to Work Allowance Payments

19/02/2019WRAA04100610. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason a back-to-work enterprise allowance was ceased for a person (details supplied). 
[7841/19]

19/02/2019WRAA04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
This person concerned was awarded Back to Work Enterprise Allowance (BTWEA) from 6th 
August 2018.  Following the six-month BTWEA review the case officer disallowed the claim 
stating that there is little evidence provided of activity and no evidence of incoming work. The 
case officer also noted that there is no business bank account, no evidence of invoicing or re-
ceipts in respect of income generated since its establishment in 2018.

Should the person concerned wish to discuss his case in greater detail, or should he have 
additional information to support his application, he should contact my office to arrange an ap-
pointment.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA04300State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRAA04400611. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7884/19]

19/02/2019WRAA04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the lev-
el of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards (TCA2020).

I launched a public consultation on the design of the full TCA to be introduced from 2020 
on the 28th of May to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of 
workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback.  All Oireachtas Members 
were invited to a detailed briefing in Leinster House by my officials shortly afterwards.  The 
consultation was open for over three months and the Department received almost 300 responses 
from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined the views of respondents on a 
number of issues, including the number of years required for a full pension, as intended as part 
of the consultation process.

I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consultation.  
Having considered this analysis, I intend to bring a proposal to Government shortly, setting out 
the details of the scheme.  When the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will 
initiate the work required to introduce this reform.

I cannot, at this stage, pre-empt the Government decision as to what the final detail of that 
model will be.  I can confirm, however, that the model will include provision for homecaring 
periods.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA04600Illness Benefit Waiting Times

19/02/2019WRAA04700612. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to address issues with the six-day waiting period for claimants entitlement to sick pay 
while absent due to sickness from work (details supplied). [7892/19]

19/02/2019WRAA04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ill-
ness benefit is a short-term payment made to insured people who are unable to work due to ill-
ness.  The payment is funded by the social insurance fund (SIF) through the payment of PRSI 
contributions by workers and employers and, in the event of a shortfall between contributions 
received and benefits paid, the Exchequer.  The fund is central to Ireland’s system of social pro-
tection and the Government needs to ensure that it can provide adequate and sustainable social 
insurance pensions and benefits for a growing and ageing population.

Current arrangements provide that payment of illness benefit begins from the seventh day of 
the illness.  No payment is made for the first six days, known as “waiting days”.  Waiting days 
have been a long-standing feature of the social insurance system and are a feature of similar 
social security schemes in many other countries.  When the current waiting day arrangements 
for illness benefit were changed in 2014 to six days from the previous three, the then projected 
full-year annual savings of extending the number of waiting days was €22 million per year.

In the many instances where occupational sick pay arrangements were in place, employees 
in effect continued to receive their income from employers.  For those who did not have access 
to this but needed financial support during waiting days because they had no other income, they 
could claim supplementary welfare allowance from my Department.

My Department regularly reviews its supports and payments schemes to ensure that they 
continue to meet their objectives.  Given the cost implications, any change to the current ar-
rangements would have to be considered in a budgetary context.

19/02/2019WRAA04900Wage Subsidy Scheme

19/02/2019WRAA05000613. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the rationale behind the wage subsidy scheme having an entry point of a minimum of 21 hours’ 
work per week; if consideration was given to those persons with a disability who are not in a 
position to work the minimum number of hours per week but could work for a shorter period 
in a week; if there has been exceptions in the administration of the scheme to allow a person to 
work for less than 21 hours per week and the employer being eligible to avail of the wage sub-
sidy scheme; if the scheme will be reviewed to enable those who are not in a position to work 
the minimum 21 hours to do so on a case-by-case basis in conjunction with the local Intreo of-
fice and employer; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7896/19]

19/02/2019WRAA05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
rationale in relation to the Wage Subsidy Scheme (WSS) having a minimum of 21 subsidised 
hours is to increase the likelihood of people with disabilities obtaining and sustaining employ-
ment in the open labour market. It does this by providing financial incentives to private sector 
employers.

To receive a wage subsidy, the private sector employer must offer employment to a person 
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with a disability to work for at least 21 hours per week and the subsidy is payable for a maxi-
mum of 39 hours a week.  Employment contracts offered must be for a minimum of six months’ 
duration and the employee should be subject to and have the same rights as per the conditions 
of employment as any of the employer’s other employees.  There are no exceptions made for 
an employer to avail of a wage subsidy for an employee working less than 21 hours per week.

Through the Comprehensive Employment Strategy, the Government recognises the impor-
tance for people with disabilities of participation in employment.  As part of the strategy, the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) is committed to improving 
employment outcomes and removing barriers to employment for persons with disabilities.

The DEASP supports have been designed to enable people with a disability to achieve their 
employment ambitions by focusing on the individual’s ability and capacity.  The Department 
offers a range of supports to people with disabilities who may not be in a position to, or wish to, 
work full-time.  Some of these supports include:

- The Department’s INTREO service is available to any person with a disability who wishes 
to avail of the service.  People with a disability may, on a voluntary basis, seek an appointment 
with an employment supports case officer to discuss their employment ambitions and develop 
a personal progression plan.  Staff in Intreo offices have undertaken training to better support 
persons with disabilities who want to pursue further education, training or work opportunities.

- EmployAbility is a specialist service (delivered under a contract arrangement in 23 loca-
tions around the country on behalf of DEASP) which works with the Department’s Intreo and 
Local Employment Services.  EmployAbility participants are people with a disability who are 
able to work a minimum of eight hours per week and who need the support of a job coach to 
obtain employment in the open labour market.

- Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) is designed for people who are in receipt of Invalidity Pen-
sion or Illness Benefit (for at least six months) and who have some capacity for work.  There is 
no restriction on participant earnings or the number of hours they can work.

The Department’s employment support schemes for people with disabilities, including the 
WSS, are kept under review to ensure that they meet their policy objectives.  Any potential 
changes to these schemes can only be considered as part of the wider Budget and estimates 
process.

Question No. 614 answered with Question No. 601.

19/02/2019WRAA05300State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRAA05400615. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a paper application form inviting pensioners to fill in gaps in their records will 
issue; when pension increases and back payment will issue; if she will address the difficulties 
being experienced on the MyWelfare.ie website; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7948/19]

19/02/2019WRAA05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced 
rate State pension contributory entitlement on post-Budget 2012 rate bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has already written to these 
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pensioners to explain the process.

Last week I signed the necessary regulations, which together with provisions in the Social 
Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018, allow the increased payments to be made 
on foot of the reviews.  My Department has already started issuing the outcome of reviews and 
the first increased payments will start to issue this week.  These increased payments will include 
arrears to the 30 March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later than that.  Where pension 
rates do not increase as a result of this review, payments will continue to be made at their exist-
ing rate of entitlement.  No one will be worse off as a result of this review.

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in the reviews.  
In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners about unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.  In January, almost 24,000 re-
quests for additional information were issued.  These requests included details on how to pro-
vide the required information using the Department’s online services, with a dedicated tele-
phone number provided to support and assist pensioners making their applications.  Provision 
has also been made for those who do not have access to a personal computer, or the internet, 
who can use the dedicated line to request paper forms, which will issue to them over the next 
two weeks.

Given the numbers involved, it will take my Department a number of months to complete 
the reviews, and approximately 120 additional temporary staff have been recruited to help with 
this work.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA05600State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRAA05700616. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the difficulties being experienced on the website MyWelfare.ie will be resolved; and 
when a paper application form inviting pensioners to fill in gaps in their records will be issued. 
[7959/19]

19/02/2019WRAA05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced 
rate State pension contributory entitlement on post-Budget 2012 rate bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation, 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has already written to these 
pensioners to explain the process.

Last week I signed the necessary regulations, which together with provisions in the Social 
Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018, allow the increased payments to be made 
on foot of the reviews.  My Department has already started issuing the outcome of reviews, and 
the first increased payments will start to issue this week.  These increased payments will include 
arrears to the 30th March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later than that.  Where pen-
sion rates do not increase as a result of this review, payments will continue to be made at their 
existing rate of entitlement.  No one will be worse off as a result of this review.

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in the reviews.  
In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners about unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.  In January, almost 24,000 requests 
for additional information were issued.  These requests included details on how to provide the 
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required information using the Department’s online services, with a dedicated telephone num-
ber provided to support and assist pensioners making their applications.  Provision has also 
been made for those who do not have access to a personal computer, or the internet, who can 
use the dedicated line to request paper forms, which will issue over the next two weeks.  I am 
aware that some pensioners have reported difficulties accessing the online service and this is 
being examined as a matter of urgency.

Given the numbers involved, it will take my Department a number of months to complete 
the reviews, and approximately 120 additional temporary staff have been recruited to help with 
this work.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA05900State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRAA06000617. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will address the concerns being raised by members of a group (details supplied) 
about when the pension increases and back payments will be issued; if she will address the 
difficulties being experienced on the website MyWelfare.ie; when a paper application form 
inviting pensioners to fill in gaps in their records will be sent; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7970/19]

19/02/2019WRAA06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced 
rate State pension contributory entitlement on post-Budget 2012 rate bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation, 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has already written to these 
pensioners to explain the process.

Last week I signed the necessary regulations, which together with provisions in the Social 
Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018, allow the increased payments to be made 
on foot of the reviews.  My Department has already started issuing the outcome of reviews, and 
the first increased payments will start to issue this week.  These increased payments will include 
arrears to the 30th March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later than that.  Where pen-
sion rates do not increase as a result of this review, payments will continue to be made at their 
existing rate of entitlement.  No one will be worse off as a result of this review.

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in the reviews.  
In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners about unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.  In January, almost 24,000 re-
quests for additional information were issued.  These requests included details on how to pro-
vide the required information using the Department’s online services, with a dedicated tele-
phone number provided to support and assist pensioners making their applications.  Provision 
has also been made for those who do not have access to a personal computer, or the internet, 
who can use the dedicated line to request paper forms, which will issue from this week.

Given the numbers involved, it will take my Department a number of months to complete 
the reviews, and approximately 120 additional temporary staff have been recruited to help with 
this work.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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19/02/2019WRAA06200Disability Allowance Applications

19/02/2019WRAA06300618. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a disability allowance for a person (details supplied). [8001/19]

19/02/2019WRAA06400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following a successful appeal, this gentleman has been awarded 
disability allowance (DA) with effect from 11 July 2018, when he sent in his application.

The first payment will be made by his chosen payment method on 27 February 2019.  Ar-
rears of payment due will issue as soon as possible.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRAA06500State Pension (Contributory)

19/02/2019WRAA06600619. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the paper application forms will issue to pensioners to allow them to fill in details of gaps 
in their PRSI records and apply for home care credits. [8017/19]

19/02/2019WRAA06700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced 
rate State pension contributory entitlement on post-Budget 2012 rate bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation, 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has already written to these 
pensioners to explain the process.

Last week I signed the necessary regulations, which together provisions in the Social Wel-
fare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018, allow the increased payments to be made on 
foot of the reviews. My Department has already started issuing the outcome of reviews, and the 
first increased payments will start to issue this week.  These increased payments will include ar-
rears to the 30th March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th birthday if later than that.  Where pension 
rates do not increase as a result of this review, they will continue to be paid at their existing rate 
of entitlement.  No one will be worse off as a result of this review.

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in the reviews.  
In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners about unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.  In January, almost 24,000 re-
quests for additional information were issued.  These requests included details on how to pro-
vide the required information using the Department’s online services.  Provision has been made 
for those who do not have access to a personal computer or the internet by providing a dedicated 
telephone number to request paper forms which will issue to them from this week.

Given the numbers involved, it will take my Department a number of months to complete 
the reviews, and approximately 120 additional temporary staff have been recruited to help with 
this work.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB00200State Pensions Payments
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19/02/2019WRBB00300620. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when all pensioners who are due an increase in pension due to the use of the contributions ap-
proach with homecare credits in calculating their pension benefits will receive the increase and 
back payments due to them. [8018/19]

19/02/2019WRBB00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of approximately 90,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced 
rate State pension contributory entitlement on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has already written to these 
pensioners to explain the process.

I have last week signed the necessary regulations, which together provisions in the Social 
Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018, allows the increased payments to be made 
on foot of the reviews.  My  Department has already started issuing the outcome of reviews and 
the first increased payments will start to issue this week.  These increased payments will include 
arrears to the 30th March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th  birthday if later than that.  Where pen-
sion rates do not increase as a result of this review, they will continue to be paid at their existing 
rate of entitlement. No one will be worse off as a result of this review.  

 Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in the reviews.  
In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners about unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.  In January, almost 24,000 re-
quests for additional information were issued.  These requests included details on how to pro-
vide the required information using the Department’s online services.  Provision has been made 
for those who do not have access to a personal computer, or the internet by providing a dedi-
cated telephone number to request paper forms.

Given the numbers involved, it will take my Department a number of months to complete 
the reviews and approximately 120 additional temporary staff have been recruited to help with 
this work.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB00500Illness Benefit Payments

19/02/2019WRBB00600621. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a payment for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8021/19]

19/02/2019WRBB00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned overlapped with payment under another social 
welfare scheme. As  a result, the monetary difference between this payment and his  Illness 
Benefit payment  had to be calculated. 

The Illness Benefit claim has now been processed and any arrears due have been issued. The 
person concerned has been paid up to the 12th February 2019 which is the date on the most 
recent medical certificate received. 

If the person concerned remains ill and unfit for work,  a medical certificate should be sub-
mitted to the Department as early as possible each week in order for payments to issue.   
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB00800Social Welfare Schemes

19/02/2019WRBB00900622. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her views on a universal basic income for all citizens; if such a proposal has been 
evaluated and costed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8056/19]

19/02/2019WRBB01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
concept of a universal basic income is of long-standing and argues for an unconditional transfer 
paid to everyone by the state, in place of large parts of the existing social protection system.  
Advocates of the approach argue that it would remove the need for complex means-testing for 
benefit receipts; allow for a greater flexibility in managing work, family and other responsibili-
ties;  provide a degree of income security in fast-moving labour markets; and address inequality.

However modelling research from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment (OECD) warns that a universal basic income scheme would require large tax increases, 
provide less effective supports for the poor and result in a large number of people gaining and 
losing from its introduction. 

There are different models of basic income so the cost of introducing a universal basic in-
come for all citizens would vary significantly depending on the specific design.  

The tax and social welfare system in Ireland is continually reviewed, in the budgetary pro-
cess and otherwise, in terms of its impact in redistributing income while ensuring the mainte-
nance of incentives for people to contribute to society through employment.  In addition, the 
National Minimum Wage, which sets the legally-binding lowest average hourly rate that can be 
paid by an employer to an employee, applies to all employees, including full-time, part-time, 
temporary and casual employees (with some exceptions).  

The Low Pay Commission takes an evidence based approach when considering its recom-
mendation to the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection each year and the 
Government has consistently implemented these recommendations.  Since the establishment 
of the Low Pay Commission in 2015 it has increased on an annual basis, rising from €8.65 per 
hour to the current rate of €9.80 per hour from 1 January 2019.

When considering the National Minimum Wage rate, the primary aim of the Low Pay Com-
mission is to have a minimum wage that provides an incentive to work, is set at a rate that is 
both fair and sustainable, and helps as many people as possible, without a significant adverse 
effect on competitiveness or a significant negative effect on employment.  

The Department is aware that limited experiments with what might be referred to as “par-
tial” basic income approaches are underway or planned in other countries and we will follow 
the outcome of these experiments to see if they provide any lessons that might be applied to 
aspects of the Irish system.

19/02/2019WRBB01100State Pensions Payments

19/02/2019WRBB01200623. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the first payments under the State pension review will be made; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [8074/19]
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19/02/2019WRBB01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since late September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance records 
of approximately 80,000 pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946, who have a reduced 
rate State pension contributory entitlement on post Budget 2012 rate-bands.  These payments 
are being reviewed under a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pension calculation 
which includes provision for homecaring periods.  My Department has already written to these 
pensioners to explain the process.

I have last week signed the necessary regulations, which together provisions in the Social 
Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registrations Act 2018, allows the increased payments to be made 
on foot of the reviews.  My  Department has already started issuing the outcome of reviews and 
the first increased payments will start to issue this week.  These increased payments will include 
arrears to the 30th March 2018, or the pensioner’s 66th   birthday if later than that.  Where pen-
sion rates do not increase as a result of this review, they will continue to be paid at their existing 
rate of entitlement. No one will be worse off as a result of this review.  

 Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in the reviews.  
In some, but not all, cases additional information is required from pensioners about unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record to complete their review.  In January, almost 24,000 re-
quests for additional information were issued.  These requests included details on how to pro-
vide the required information using the Department’s online services.   Provision has been 
made for those who do not have access to a personal computer, or the internet by providing a 
dedicated telephone number to request paper forms which will issue over the next two weeks.  

Given the numbers involved, it will take my Department a number of months to complete 
the reviews and approximately 120 additional temporary staff have been recruited to help with 
this work.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB01400State Pensions Reform

19/02/2019WRBB01500624. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans to reinstate the State transition pension to prevent persons forced to retire at 
65 years of age from having to apply for jobseeker’s allowance for one year until they reach 
the State pensionable age of 66 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8080/19]

19/02/2019WRBB01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It is 
well known that people are living for much longer. As a result of this demographic change, the 
number of State pension recipients is increasing year on year.  This has significant implications 
for the future costs of State pension provision which are currently increasing by approximately 
€1 billion every 5 years.  In the coming decades, the ratio of workers to pensioners is set to 
halve, which clearly has significant implications for any state pension system, based as it is on 
a pay-as-you-go basis.

The purpose of changes to the State pension age is to make the pension system more sus-
tainable in the context of increasing life expectancy.  This sustainability is vital, if the current 
workers, who fund State pension payments through their PRSI, are to receive a pension them-
selves when they reach retirement age.  Therefore, the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 
provided that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This began in January 
2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transition) which was available to people aged 65 
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who satisfied the qualifying conditions.  This measure standardised the State pension age for 
all at 66 years.  This will increase to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028.  Reversing the 2014 change 
could be expected to cost a sum in the region of €100 million per annum, depending upon the 
impact it would have upon retirement patterns.  

In most cases, it is hoped that workers will continue to work up to State pension age, and 
where this happens, they will have higher incomes, and possibly higher pensions, than if they 
retired on their 65th birthday.  Where this is not possible and a person exits the workforce be-
fore reaching State pension age they may apply for either the jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s 
allowance schemes.  Jobseeker’s payments are currently paid to eligible jobseekers aged 18 to 
66 years. 

Jobseekers Benefit is payable subject to the person satisfying the general scheme conditions.  
This entitlement is normally paid for 9 months (234 days) for people with 260 or more PRSI 
contributions paid and for 6 months (156 days) for people with fewer than 260 PRSI contribu-
tions paid.  Arrangements are in place to provide that jobseekers whose benefit expires in their 
65th year can generally continue to be paid benefit up until pensionable age (66 years) provided 
they satisfy the necessary contribution conditions.  The jobseekers schemes are kept under re-
view and any further changes, including entitlement beyond the 66th year, will be considered 
in that context.

It is important to remember that there is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and 
the age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them and 
their employers.  While such a contract may have been entered into with a retirement date of 65, 
in the context of the previous State pension arrangements, there is no legal impediment to the 
employer and employee agreeing to increase the duration of employment for one or more years, 
if both parties wish to do so.  In this regard, the Workplace Relations Commission has produced 
a Code of Practice on Longer Working and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
(IHREC) has published guidance material for employers on the use of fixed-term contracts 
beyond normal retirement age.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB01700Carer’s Benefit Applications

19/02/2019WRBB01800625. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s benefit application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [8118/19]

19/02/2019WRBB01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care 
for a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. An increased payment can be made 
where full-time care is being provided to two people.

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 23 October 2018.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although the person concerned is providing a certain level of care the time 
involved is not considered to be full time.

The person concerned was notified on 28 January 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.
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A review of this decision was sought on 4 February 2019.  The outcome of the review is that 
the original decision remains unchanged.

To date no further request for a review or appeal has been received from the person con-
cerned.  I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB02000Disability Allowance Applications

19/02/2019WRBB02100626. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a review of a disability allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [8132/19]

19/02/2019WRBB02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned applied for disability allowance (DA) on 
30 August 2018.  This application, based upon all the evidence submitted, was disallowed on 
medical grounds as it was not found that this lady was substantially restricted in taking up em-
ployment. The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 22 November 2018.

They requested a review of the decision by a deciding officer (DO) and submitted additional 
medical evidence for consideration on 7 February 2019. Once the review is completed, they 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB02300Working Family Payment Applications

19/02/2019WRBB02400627. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a social welfare payment will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [8142/19]

19/02/2019WRBB02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children. In order to qualify for WFP, the applicant 
or the applicant and their spouse, partner or cohabitant must be engaged in full-time remunera-
tive employment as an employee for not less than 38 hours per fortnight. This condition must 
be satisfied on an on-going basis.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 24 August 2018.

Their application was disallowed on 12 December 2018 as they did not satisfy the condition 
of hours worked. 

However, they have requested a review of the decision of 12 December 2018. Follow-
ing their request for a review, their application was referred to a local Social Welfare Officer 
(SWI) for further clarification. The relevant SWI has been contacted and has confirmed that this 
case will be expedited.

On receipt of the completed report from the SWI, the decision of 12 December 2018 will be 
reviewed without delay and the person concerned will be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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19/02/2019WRBB02600Illness Benefit Applications

19/02/2019WRBB02700628. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection when an illness benefit claim will be reinstated in the case of a person (details 
supplied); the reason for the delay in processing same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8212/19]

19/02/2019WRBB02800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit payment to the person concerned was inter-
rupted on the 4th February 2019 pending clarification of her employment status. 

Payment was resumed from 14th February and the arrears of payment due to her will is-
sue shortly. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB02900Disability Allowance Applications

19/02/2019WRBB03000629. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the supports available for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8221/19]

19/02/2019WRBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that the above named person applied for disability 
allowance (DA) on 22 August 2018.  In October 2018 the claim was sent to a Social Welfare 
Inspector (SWI) for investigation. As the SWI was unable to contact the customer or determine 
his place of residence, the claim was disallowed.

A completed application form for disability allowance must be submitted to the Department 
in order to have eligibility checked and a formal decision made on entitlement. 

The person in question can apply to the Community Welfare Officer for the means tested 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) if he is in need of financial assistance. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB03200Departmental Staff Retirements

19/02/2019WRBB03300630. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) based in her Department in County Louth will be re-
placed after the official retires in two weeks’ time; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [8227/19]

19/02/2019WRBB03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department, like all Government departments and agencies is required to operate within a staff 
ceiling figure and a commensurate administrative staffing budget, which for this Department 
has involved reductions in staff. 

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, taking 
account of workloads, management priorities and the ongoing need to respond to new increas-
ing demands in a wide range of services. The objective is to ensure that the best use is made 
of all available resources with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the 
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schemes operated by the Department. 

The vacancy in Louth is being examined and a decision will be made in due course.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB03500Community Employment Schemes Data

19/02/2019WRBB03600631. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of referrals to JobPath, community employment schemes and Tús in each of 
the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019, by county, in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [8230/19]

19/02/2019WRBB03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection provides a range of activation sup-
ports catering for long-term unemployed jobseekers and those most distant from the labour 
market to secure and sustain full-time paid employment. These supports include the JobPath 
service, Tús and Community Employment (CE).  

The Tús initiative is a community work placement scheme providing short-term working 
opportunities for unemployed people. These work opportunities benefit the community and are 
provided by community and voluntary organisations in both urban and rural areas. There are 
currently 6,500 budgeted places on Tús involved in the delivery of local services.  

The aim of Community Employment is to enhance the employability and mobility of dis-
advantaged and unemployed persons by providing work experience and training opportunities 
for them within their communities.  Virtually all participants are engaged in some element of 
service support and delivery - e.g. amenities management, sports, tidy towns, childcare, etc.. 
There are currently 921 Community Employment schemes catering for 21,371 participants.

JobPath is a service that supports the long-term unemployed to obtain and sustain paid em-
ployment. Between its launch in July 2015 and February 2019, some 209,000 jobseekers have 
engaged with the service.  The JobPath service is provided for jobseekers only and it’s aim is to 
assist participants in finding sustainable full-time paid employment.    

Since the first of June 2018 long term jobseekers engaged with the JobPath service can also 
apply for either Community Employment or Tús. This enables those people with the JobPath 
service to avail of a CE or Tús placement which provides valuable occupational activity and 
work experience. However, continued engagement with the JobPath service is a condition of 
opting to avail of both schemes.  

Tús and Community Employment do not, nor are they intended to, provide full-time sus-
tainable employment.

 Table 1; People engaged with JobPath, Annually, by County, since its introduction in 
2015   

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 YTD
Carlow 219 1487 1620 1450 89
Cavan 300 1419 1425 1509 90
Clare 183 1630 1689 1424 93
Cork 943 5965 6568 4641 253
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County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 YTD
Donegal 268 3312 3787 3432 197
Dublin 318 12100 16008 12928 760
Galway 596 2856 3061 2733 173
Kerry 113 2462 2665 1737 113
Kildare 373 2933 3122 1923 111
Kilkenny 198 1243 1511 1122 80
Laois 8 1419 1890 1363 89
Leitrim 4 635 698 623 26
Limerick 397 3344 3451 2771 187
Longford 497 1193 1350 1127 51
Louth 327 2930 3013 2716 147
Mayo 203 1837 2199 2052 118
Meath 136 1262 1631 1439 60
Monaghan 1 905 1086 730 33
Offaly 105 2106 1842 1528 73
Roscommon 5 496 730 698 41
Sligo 2 1023 1137 1067 64
Tipperary 171 2750 3423 2523 134
Waterford 435 2442 2553 1743 116
Westmeath 137 2286 2405 2030 132
Wexford 239 3676 3756 2125 127
Wicklow 410 1714 2060 1850 70
Total 6588 65425 74680 59284 3427

  Table 2; Tús Participants, Annually, by County, since 2015 

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 YTD
Carlow 210 184 144 132 15
Cavan 139 125 100 120 18
Clare 170 130 111 152 14
Cork 924 747 616 612 49
Donegal 493 432 414 361 56
Dublin 1764 1716 1435 1392 119
Galway 503 446 430 432 45
Kerry 249 243 209 243 15
Kildare 277 329 228 206 20
Kilkenny 111 131 105 98 5
Laois 129 111 96 123 6
Leitrim 90 84 86 91 3
Limerick 346 315 279 273 14
Longford 108 81 102 108 6
Louth 249 200 197 201 25
Mayo 334 290 339 293 33
Meath 283 273 253 259 16
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County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 YTD
Monaghan 115 120 97 100 15
Offaly 181 174 132 160 10
Roscommon 139 148 106 87 13
Sligo 179 135 144 157 16
Tipperary 417 412 380 368 24
Waterford 364 320 315 303 36
Westmeath 139 131 106 127 1
Wexford 363 300 285 347 36
Wicklow 289 279 288 275 33
Total 8565 7856 6997 7020 643

  Table 3; Community Employment Participants, Annually, by County, since 2015 

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 To date 
2019

Carlow 136 186 191 161 10
CAVAN                192 174 144 157 14
CLARE           283 197 197 184 13
CORK                   1,052 1,016 849 788 90
DONEGAL              651 567 532 385 27
DUBLIN 2,847 2,690 2,481 2,303 185
GALWAY               672 621 509 435 39
KERRY                523 389 394 343 35
KILDARE             376 358 333 357 23
KILKENNY             255 205 235 250 28
LAOIS               183 163 127 120 7
Leitrim 66 70 76 61 1
LIMERICK             718 497 541 550 42
LONGFORD             123 97 96 100 13
LOUTH                558 492 442 346 34
MAYO                 373 280 280 229 27
MEATH                225 199 180 196 17
MONAGHAN             242 213 202 177 8
OFFALY          243 226 181 180 13
ROSCOMMON            159 118 105 104 7
SLIGO  224 187 156 164 9
TIPPERARY 562 510 423 376 48
WATERFORD           497 374 407 373 36
Westmeath 280 211 254 241 15
Wexford 489 395 406 409 48
WICKLOW             267 277 243 224 22
 Total 12,196 10,712 9,984 9,213 811

19/02/2019WRBB03800Community Employment Schemes Data
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19/02/2019WRBB03900632. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the cost of operating community employment schemes, JobPath, Tús and local employ-
ment services in each of the years 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [8231/19]

19/02/2019WRBB04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a range of activation supports catering for long-term unemployed job-
seekers and those most distant from the labour market to secure and sustain full-time paid em-
ployment. These supports include the Community Employment (CE), Tús, JobPath and Local 
Employment Schemes (LES).  

The aim of CE is to enhance the employability and mobility of disadvantaged and unem-
ployed persons by providing work experience and training opportunities for them within their 
communities.  It also helps long-term unemployed people to re-enter the active workforce by 
breaking their experience of unemployment through a return to work routine.  Schemes are 
typically sponsored by voluntary and community organisations wishing to benefit the local 
community and virtually all participants are engaged in some element of service support and 
delivery - e.g. amenities management, arts and culture, sports, tidy towns, childcare and health-
related services.  

 The Tús initiative is a community work placement scheme providing short-term working 
opportunities for unemployed people. The work opportunities are to benefit the community 
and are provided by community and voluntary organisations in both urban and rural areas. 
The initiative is delivered through the network of local development companies and Údarás 
na Gaeltachta in Gaeltacht areas, collectively known as the Implementing Bodies (IBs). The 
purpose of the scheme is the provision of quality work for those who are unemployed in order 
to break the cycle of unemployment and to improve a person’s opportunities in returning to the 
labour market.

JobPath came into operation in July 2015.  The roll-out of JobPath commenced in July 2015 
on a “soft launch” basis and was completed in June 2016.   JobPath is a case-managed em-
ployment service where  jobseekers receive intensive individual support to help them address 
barriers to employment and to find jobs.  The service supports people who are long-term unem-
ployed to obtain and sustain paid employment.  Between July 2015 and February 2019 some 
209,000 jobseekers have engaged with the service.

JobPath is a payment by results model and all set-up and day-to-day operational costs are 
borne by the companies.  The companies are paid on the basis of performance and with the 
exception of the initial registration fee, payments are made only when a client has achieved 
sustained employment.  The overall cost of JobPath will be determined by the number of people 
who participate in the programme and the number who get sustainable jobs.

The Department contracts for the provision of the local employment service (LES) with 
22 local development/community companies.  The LES have been engaged to deliver services 
to two client groups: unemployed jobseekers referred for activation by the Department and 
‘other’ client groups, who attend the service voluntarily.  The ‘other’ client  group include peo-
ple who have a disability, lone parents, early school leavers, qualified adults, non-Live Register 
returners (previously women returners), ex-offenders, members of the travelling community, 
long term unemployed (LTU) refugees and low income small holders.  

Table 1 - Annual expenditure 2015 to date by DEASP programme   
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Programme 2015 2016 2017 2018 
(provisional)

2019 to date 

Community 
Employment

€364.99m €356.34m €350.48m €353.07m €44.36m

JobPath €1.24m €25.19m €57.42m €71.70m €7.00m
Tús €124.57m €118.60m €109.54m €110.54m €22.61m
Local Employ-
ment Service

€19.51m €18.43m €18.56m €18.49m €2.10m

19/02/2019WRBB04100Pension Provisions

19/02/2019WRBB04200633. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a cost-benefit analysis of the impact that the proposed IORP II regulation would have 
on the operation of pension schemes with fewer than 100 members, in particular its application 
to one-person pension schemes, has been carried out; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8254/19]

19/02/2019WRBB04300634. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the consultation she plans to undertake with relevant stakeholders in respect of the 
regulation required to give effect to the transposition of IORP II into law; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [8255/19]

19/02/2019WRBB04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 633 and 634 together.

The Government’s Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018 -2023 launched in February 2018 
detailed specific measures that will modernise our pension system.  It includes plans for reform 
and simplification of occupational and private pensions.  Transposition of the Directive is a key 
part of the Government’s Roadmap.        

Transposition of the IORP II Directive will support positive reform of the Irish funded 
occupational pension sector.  Transposition will raise governance standards, improve trustee 
qualification and suitability, and increase supervision through enhanced powers for the Pen-
sions Authority.   

In 2014, the  Department undertook an open public consultation on the IORP II Directive.  
Further to that, the Pensions Authority undertook a consultation process on the reform and 
simplification of supplementary funded private pensions in 2016.  In addition, officials of my 
Department have engaged on the provisions of the Directive with numerous representatives and 
stakeholders over a number of years.  

My Department, supported by the Pensions Authority, conducted detailed analysis  on 
the implementation of the Directive.  

While the Directive provides for the possibility of derogation from specific Articles for 
smaller schemes, I believe that members of smaller schemes should get the same protections 
and oversight as members of large schemes.  Money saved for pension purposes should be 
properly protected to ensure that people have adequate income for their retirement years.  It 
should be noted that Member States must apply certain provisions concerning investment rules 
and the system of governance to schemes which have more than 15 members. 

The Pension Authority advises that there are 100,000 single member schemes and that 98% 
of these schemes are already compliant with the investment rules of the IORP II Directive.  
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Those not compliant will not be obliged to change existing investments and borrowings.  

Article 19 of the Directive sets out the investment rules for occupational pension schemes.  
The underlying principle for capital investment is for schemes to invest in accordance with the 
‘prudent person’ rule and the other specific rules set out in the Article.  It is recognised that 
there should be an appropriate level of investment freedom for schemes within prudent limits 
and this is reflected in the rules.  Assets must be predominantly invested on regulated markets, 
i.e., at least 50%.  This allows adequate scope for investment in instruments with a long-term 
economic profile and non-listed undertakings such as property and infrastructure.

The value of investments held in many schemes fell substantially during the financial crisis.  
This emphasised the need for stricter regulation and greater protections, especially for small 
schemes investing in riskier unregulated markets.  Concerns in relation to this sector are par-
ticularly around the protection of the consumer and the money they have invested, the riskiness 
of investments, the charges that apply, and the standard of governance.  Accordingly, the Gov-
ernment has decided that the provisions of the Directive should apply to all funded occupational 
pension schemes.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB04600Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

19/02/2019WRBB04700635. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 707 of 12 February 2019, if a community 
employment scheme supervisor can remain on the same wages if he or she is transferred to a 
different scheme due to a merger and is demoted in title to assistant supervisor; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [8343/19]

19/02/2019WRBB04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Su-
pervisors on CE schemes are employees of companies that receive public funding in the com-
munity and voluntary sector.  They are not employees of my Department or public servants.

CE companies contract with my Department to provide suitable work and training oppor-
tunities for participants.  A CE scheme may be considered no longer viable when the sponsor 
organisation is unable to fill the participant numbers as agreed in the contract with my Depart-
ment.  In these circumstances mergers may be considered.  

As outlined in my earlier reply to the Deputy, if a merger occurs, a supervisor can transfer 
directly to the new scheme if there is a position of the same rank available. I have been assured 
that in the case referred to by the Deputy, the person in question will retain their position as a 
supervisor on transfer to the new scheme.  

A business taken over by another employer as a result of a legal merger or transfer the rights 
of the employees are protected by the following legislation, the European Communities (Pro-
tection of Employees on Transfer of Undertakings) Regulations 2003.

19/02/2019WRBB04900Rent Supplement Scheme Data

19/02/2019WRBB05000636. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of rent supplement tenancies at the end of 2018; and the cost of the scheme in 
2018, in tabular form. [8375/19]
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19/02/2019WRBB05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Rent supplement continues its vital role in housing families and individuals for which the Gov-
ernment has provided  €132.4 million for 2019.

Rent supplement recipients at year end and expenditure for 2018 is provided in the follow-
ing tabular statement. 

The strategic goal of returning rent supplement to its original purpose, that of a short-term 
income support, has been primarily facilitated by the introduction of the Housing Assistance 
Payment (HAP). The “Rebuilding Ireland - Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness (July 
2016), reiterated in the “Housing First National Implementation Plan 2018-2021” (September 
2018), is to provide 87,000 flexible housing supports through the HAP and Rental Accommoda-
tion Scheme between 2016 and 2021. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement:

Rent Supplement:  Recipient Numbers & Expenditure 2018     

         Year               Recipients               Cost    €000      
        2018          24,303           175,024*
 * Provisional Year End Figure

19/02/2019WRBB05200Illness Benefit Applications

19/02/2019WRBB05300637. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an illness benefit payment for a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [8380/19]

19/02/2019WRBB05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim from the person concerned was interrupted on the 6th February 2019 pend-
ing confirmation of his employment status. 

An officer from the Department has since contacted the person concerned and payment was 
resumed from the 14th February.  The arrears of payment due to him will issue shortly. 

Medical certificates of incapacity should continue to be submitted by the person con-
cerned in a regular fashion to ensure continuity of payment. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB05500Carer’s Allowance Appeals

19/02/2019WRBB05600638. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the revision of a case (details supplied) will be expedited; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [8393/19]

19/02/2019WRBB05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 
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A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home as long as the 
duration of these activities does not exceed 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to 
the satisfaction of a deciding officer that adequate care has been provided for the care recipient 
in their absence. 

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
8 October 2018.

The evidence before the deciding officer showed that the person concerned was engaged in 
employment outside the home and the duration of activity exceeded 15 hours per week. The 
person concerned was notified on 31 January 2019 that she was not entitled to CA, the reason 
for it and of her right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of her application.  The outcome of the review was that the original decision was 
confirmed. 

The person concerned then submitted documents stating that her hours had been reduced to 
under the statutory limit from 13 February 2019.

Accordingly the application was awarded to the person concerned on 15 February 2019 and 
first payment will issue to her nominated bank account on 28 February 2019. 

Arrears of allowance due from 14 February 2019 to 27 February 2019 will also issue.

The person concerned was notified on 15 February 2019 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRBB05800Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WRBB05900639. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if her attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within her Department with 
a value in excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [8422/19]

19/02/2019WRBB06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
My Department has a project governance committee which oversees all projects. This is a sub-
committee of the management board and is chaired by the Secretary General. The Department 
has a strong governance structure and each project reports into a programme board which is 
normally chaired by a programme sponsor at Assistant Secretary level. The programme board 
in turn reports in the project governance committee, which meets on a regular basis. The com-
mittee also holds an annual project conference where each project, existing or new, needs to 
apply for funding for the following year.

Through the Department’s governance process, project proposals and initiatives are ap-
proved and prioritised; budgets and resources are assigned and implementation monitored. This 
structure ensures a robust monitoring of projects and provides a mechanism for early identifica-
tions of any issues that are emerging.

My Department stayed within its overall project governance committee funding allocation 
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in each of the years in question, no project overruns have been reported to me and I  am satisfied 
that effective project governance structures are in place.

19/02/2019WRBB06100Social Welfare Appeals Data

19/02/2019WRBB06200640. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of applications awaiting a decision in respect of the various social welfare 
entitlements; the number on appeal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8434/19]

19/02/2019WRBB06300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy (where available) is in the following tabular statements. 
The first table details both the number of claims pending at the end of the month and the number 
of appeals on hand for those schemes. The second table details the number of appeals on hand 
for additional schemes where, as a result of IT system limitations, the number of pending claims 
cannot be determined. 

Tabular statement.

Scheme Pending 31 January 2019 Appeals on Hand at 31 Janu-
ary 2019

State Pension (Contributory) 3,874 200
Widow(er)’s Contributory 
Pension 

689 25

State Pension (Non-Contrib-
utory)

924 217

Jobseekers Allowance 4,279 1,856
Jobseekers Benefit 2,064 332
One-Parent Family Payment 714 182
Supplementary Welfare Al-
lowance BASI

594 395

Maternity Benefit 1,390 21
Paternity Benefit 2,015 7
Carer’s Allowance 3,911 1,527
Carer’s Benefit 789 74
Disability Allowance 5,374 1,789
Invalidity Pension 2,491 859
Illness Benefit  959 273
Occupational Injury Benefit  1,723 33
Child Benefit 1,598 300
Widowed Parent Grant 18 2
Working Family Payment 5,158 219
Domiciliary Care Allowance 1,138 695
Household Benefits 2,357 N/avail
Free Travel 6 N/avail
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Scheme Appeals on Hands at 31 January 2019
Blind Person’s Pension 5
Partial Capacity Benefit 68
Deserted Wives Benefit 6
Farm Assist 53
Bereavement Grant 1
Liable  Relatives 2
Disablement Pension 206
Medical Care 3
Incapacity Supplement 6
Guardian’s Payment (Contributory) 11
Guardian’s Payment (Non-Contributory) 4
BTW Family Dividend 17
Carer’s Support Grant 59
Widowed Parent Grant 2
Widow(er)’s Pension Non-con 14
Treatment Benefits 1

19/02/2019WRBB06400Social Welfare Appeals Data

19/02/2019WRBB06500641. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent to which original decisions are overturned on appeal in respect of the 
various categories of social welfare payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[8435/19]

19/02/2019WRBB06600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
following table provides details of the outcome of all appeals by scheme for 2018. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.  

18,507 appeals were finalised in 2018. Appeals which had a favourable outcome for the ap-
pellant consist of appeals which were either allowed in full or in part by an Appeals Officer (a 
total of 7,464 or 40.3%) or which were resolved by way of a revised decision in favour of the 
appellant by a Deciding Officer/Designated Person (a total of 3,425 or 18.5%).  The 7,464 ap-
peals which were either allowed in full or in part by an Appeals Officer constitute 52.8% of the 
14,145 appeals finalised by Appeals Officers in 2018.   

There are a number of reasons why a decision which was refused at first instance might be 
successful on appeal and it is not necessarily the case that the first decision was incorrect. It is 
often the case that new evidence is provided with an appeal and that, as a result, the original 
decision may be revised by the Deciding Officer or Designated Person. 

Where the decision was not revised by the Department in light of the appeal contentions, 
further evidence is often provided by the appellant as the appeal process proceeds and in ad-
dition, the Appeals Officer may gain insights when they meet the appellant in person at oral 
hearing which may influence the outcome of the appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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Outcome of Appeals by Category 2018

 - Allowed By 
Appeals 
Officers

Partially Al-
lowed By 
Appeals Of-
ficers

Revised DO/
DP Decision

Disallowed 
By Appeals 
Officers

Withdrawn Total

State Pension   
(Non-Contribu-
tory)

8523.4% 298.0% 7019.3%  14439.7%    359.6% 363

State Pension 
(Contributory)

359.5% 92.5% 6417.4%  24466.5% 154.1% 367

Widow’s/Wid-
ower’s Pension   
(Contributory)

1845.0% - 2 5.0% 14 35.0% 615.0% 40

Death Benefit -       - - 1100.0% - 1
Bereavement 
Grant

 - -        - 1100.0%    -  1

Jobseeker’s 
Allowance -   
Payments

28018.0%  996.4% 25116.1%   78550.4% 141  9.1% 1,556

Jobseeker’s 
Transitional

  919.1%   510.6%    919.1%    1838.3%   612.8%    47

Jobseeker’s 
Allowance 
-Means

15010.4% 835.8% 19413.5% 83658.1% 176 12.2% 1,439

One Parent 
Family Pay-
ment

 4720.4% 135.7%  4620.0% 8336.1%  4117.8% 230

Widow’s/Wid-
ower’s Pension   
(Non-Contribu-
tory)

423.5% 2 11.8% - 1058.8% 15.9% 17

Deserted Wife’s 
Allowance

1100.0% - -  - -  1

Supplementary 
Welfare   Al-
lowance

25824.6%  292.8% 17917.1%   46744.6% 11410.9% 1,047

Farm Assist 1411.7% 11 9.2% 1815.0%  6251.7% 1512.5% 120
Pre-Retirement 
Allowance

1    50.0% 150.0% -  - - 2

Jobseeker’s 
Benefit

10918.3% 335.5% 12921.6% 27045.3% 55 9.2%   596

Deserted Wife’s 
Benefit

350.0% -  -  350.0% - 6

Maternity 
Benefit

  611.1% - 1324.1% 3463.0% 11.9% 54

Paternity Ben-
efit

1 6.3% 1      6.3% - 1487.5% - 16

Treatment 
Benefits

-      -      -  2100.0% 2

Partial Capacity 
Benefit

1650.0% -   2 6.3% 1340.6% 1  3.1% 32
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 - Allowed By 
Appeals 
Officers

Partially Al-
lowed By 
Appeals Of-
ficers

Revised DO/
DP Decision

Disallowed 
By Appeals 
Officers

Withdrawn Total

Disability Al-
lowance

3,11262.2%  992.0% 462 9.2% 1,25625.1%   771.5% 5,006

Blind Pension 214.3% 214.3% 321.4% 642.9% 1 7.1% 14
Carer’s Allow-
ance

1,04738.6% 1445.3%          
44016.2%

  98936.5% 903.3% 2,710

Domiciliary 
Care Allowance

68643.6% 130.8% 59037.5% 25816.4% 251.6% 1,572

Carer’s Support 
Grant

2820.0% 53.6% 3525.0%  6848.6% 42.9% 140

Illness Benefit 11122.4%  112.2% 16433.1% 18236.8% 27 5.5%   495
Injury Benefit 1021.3% -       612.8% 2961.7% 2 4.3% 47
Invalidity Pen-
sion

  45841.9% 80.7%   32229.4%   27325.0% 333.0% 1,094

Disablement 
Benefit

11635.3% 185.5% 32 9.7% 15848.0% 51.5% 329

Incapacity 
Supplement

 4 80.0%  - - 1 20.0% -  5

Medical Care -      -       - 1100.0% - 1
Carer’s Benefit 3223.4% 42.9% 5238.0% 4633.6% 32.2% 137
Child Benefit  6214.6% 184.2% 14634.3% 17942.0% 214.9% 426
Working Fam-
ily Payment*

5915.3% 184.7% 17344.8% 11630.1% 205.2% 386

Back To Work 
Family Divi-
dend

 4  8.5% -        1225.5%  2655.3%  5 10.6%  47

Guardian’s Pay-
ment   (Non-
Contributory)

111.1% 1 11.1% 222.2%  555.6% -        9

Guardian’s 
Payment   
(Contributory)

 729.2% 14.2%  2  8.3% 1458.3% - 24

Widowed Par-
ent Grant

- - 1     20.0%  4 80.0% - 5

Insurability 2526.3% 3 3.2%   33.2% 5153.7% 13 13.7%  95
Liable Rela-
tives

- - 1     20.0%   240.0% 2 40.0%  5

Recoverable 
Benefits &   As-
sistance

1 4.3% 2     8.7% 2 8.7%  1878.3% - 23

TOTAL  AP-
PEALS

6,80236.8% 6623.6% 3,42518.5% 6,68136.1%   9375.1% 18,507 

* Previously known as   Family Income Supplement

19/02/2019WRCC00200State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

19/02/2019WRCC00300642. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the extent to which she expects to be in a position to address the pensions issue for 
persons who have gaps in their contribution record for whatever with a view to ensuring the 
availability of a payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [8436/19]

19/02/2019WRCC00400643. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent to which she expects to be in a position to address the pension concerns of 
women that have taken time off from their employment to rear their families and subsequently 
gone back to work with the result of having an insufficient profile of contributions to qualify for 
the State pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8437/19]

19/02/2019WRCC00500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 642 and 643 together.

In January 2018, I announced the Government Decision to introduce a new interim Total 
Contributions Approach (TCA) to the calculation of State Pension (Contributory) for pension-
ers born on or after 1 September 1946, who were awarded state pension (contributory) under 
the post Budget 2012 rate bands.  This approach, which includes generous provision for home-
caring periods, will benefit many such pensioners, especially those who took time out of the 
workplace for caring purposes.  The required primary legislative provisions are contained in the 
Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Act 2018, enacted on 24 December 2018.  All 
the necessary regulatory and system changes have now been made to allow the increased pay-
ments to begin. 

My Department is now reviewing the pension payments of approximately 91,000 pension-
ers who were awarded less than the maximum rate of pension since September 2012.  Given the 
number of pensioners involved, this work will take a number of months to complete.  My De-
partment will start issuing the outcome of reviews and the first increased payments this week.  
Any increased payments will also include arrears to the 30th March 2018, or the pensioner’s 
66th   birthday if later.  The Department is using information it already has to complete these 
reviews.  However, in quite a number of cases, additional information is required from the pen-
sioners concerned about gap periods in their social insurance records and my Department will 
be in touch with each of those pensioners individually to get that information. 

In the longer-term, the Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach 
(TCA) to establishing the level of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 
2020 onwards (TCA2020).  This is in keeping with the National Pensions Framework and with 
the Government’s Roadmap for Pensions Reform.

I launched a public consultation on the design of the full TCA to be introduced from 2020 
on the 28th of May to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of 
workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback.  All Oireachtas members 
were invited to a detailed briefing in Leinster House by my officials shortly afterwards.  The 
consultation was open for over 3 months and the Department received almost 300 responses 
from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined the views of respondents on a 
number of issues, including the number of years required for a full pension, as intended as part 
of the consultation process. 

I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consulta-
tion.  Once I’ve fully considered this analysis, I intend bring a proposal to Government setting 
out the details of the scheme.  When the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will 
initiate the work required to introduce this reform.  I cannot, at this point, pre-empt the Govern-
ment decision regarding the full details of the new scheme.  However, I can confirm that the 
model will include provision for homecaring periods.  People will be informed of the details of 
the scheme as soon as possible, following the Government decision. 
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRCC00700Exceptional Needs Payment Data

19/02/2019WRCC00800644. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of exceptional needs payments made in each of the past five years to date 
in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8438/19]

19/02/2019WRCC00900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Un-
der the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single 
exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  An urgent needs payment 
(UNP) may be made to persons who may not normally qualify for SWA but who have an urgent 
need which they cannot meet from their own resources or where an alternative is not available 
at that time.  

In total €38.8 million has been provided for ENPs and UNPs in 2019.  The tabular statement 
below shows the number of ENPs and UNPs made in the years 2014-2018 and to date in 2019.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

Tabular Statement

Number of ENPs and UNPs 2014-2019

Year Number of Payments
2014 107,100
2015 101,600
2016 100,100
2017 103,500
2018 112,500
2019 (End January) 9,400

19/02/2019WRCC01000Pensions Data

19/02/2019WRCC01100645. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of old age pensioners in receipt of a pension in each of the past five years 
to date in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8439/19]

19/02/2019WRCC01200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
information requested by the Deputy is detailed in the following tabular statement. Recipient 
numbers for schemes for the period 2002-2018 inclusive have also been published online in 
excel format at welfare.ie.

Tabular statement

Year State Pension Non Contributory   State Pension Contributory   
2014 95,570    346,420    
2015 95,179    361,725    
2016 95,221    377,062    
2017 95,140    394,378    
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Year State Pension Non Contributory   State Pension Contributory   
2018 95,263    411,660    
January 2019   95,041    413,065

19/02/2019WRCC01300Widow’s Pension Eligibility

19/02/2019WRCC01400646. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to address the issue of persons that are divorced in other jurisdictions and 
subsequently married here that are unable to qualify for widower’s pension due to the non-
recognition of a foreign divorce; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8440/19]

19/02/2019WRCC01500647. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the basis on which some divorcees that have divorced abroad are legally entitled to 
enter into a legal marriage contract here which presumably recognised their entitlement to mar-
ry but at a later date are refused a widow’s or widower’s pension on the basis of non-recognition 
of the divorce; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8441/19]

19/02/2019WRCC01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 646 and 647 together.

To qualify for a widow(er)’s or surviving civil partner’s (contributory) pension, the surviv-
ing spouse must be deemed, under Irish State Law, to be the legal widow(er) of the deceased.

The legislative provisions pertaining to the recognition of foreign divorces outside the State 
are set out in Section 5 of the Domicile and Recognition of Foreign Divorces Act 1986.  Re-
sponsibility for this legislation lies with my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality. 

In accordance with that Act, a foreign divorce will be recognised in this State, if one of the 
parties to the divorce was domiciled in the country granting the divorce when those divorce 
proceedings were initiated.  If neither party was domiciled in the country granting the divorce 
when the proceedings were initiated, the foreign divorce cannot be recognised here.   One of the 
criteria in establishing a domicile of choice would be that the person intended to reside perma-
nently , or at least indefinitely, in the jurisdiction of the state granting the divorce.

In determining domicile for social welfare purposes, an applicant is afforded the oppor-
tunity to make available to my Department any evidence that either party to the divorce was 
domiciled in the state granting the divorce at the time the divorce proceedings were initiated.  

Where the foreign divorce is not recognised, any subsequent marriage cannot be recognised.  
In such a case a person cannot be deemed, under Irish State Law, to be the legal widow(er) of 
the deceased. Consequently, (where the subsequent marriage cannot be recognised), there is no 
entitlement to  widow(er)’s contributory pension. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 648 answered with Question No. 601.

19/02/2019WRCC01900Social Welfare Overpayments

19/02/2019WRCC02000649. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the manner in which investigations into overpayments are carried out will be 
reviewed to ensure strict adherence to due process and natural justice; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [8444/19]

19/02/2019WRCC02100650. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent to which due process and natural justice remains paramount in the context 
of dealing with social welfare recipients, the cases of which have come under review; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [8445/19]

19/02/2019WRCC02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 649 and 650 together.

My Department is committed to ensuring that the principles of due process and natural jus-
tice are followed in all claim investigations and decisions.  This applies equally to decisions at 
initial claim stage and when claims are subsequently reviewed.   The Department’s guidelines 
on Decision Making and Natural Justice are published on the website - www.welfare.ie.  This 
message is reinforced through guidelines, bulletins and staff training. 

As part of the process of finalising a decision, the deciding officer or designated person 
(in the case of the administration of payments under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
provisions), is required to engage with the person concerned and offer them the opportunity to 
provide additional information in support of their claim.  In addition, the customer may seek 
a review or may appeal any decision made under the Social Welfare Acts to the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

If there is a particular case that the Deputy is concerned about, he should bring it to my at-
tention and I will ask my officials to examine it.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

19/02/2019WRCC02400Commencement of Legislation

19/02/2019WRCC02500651. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to commence the remaining sections of the Planning and Development 
(Amendment) Act 2018 in particular section 8, in view of the fact it is holding up roadworks 
to access forests, grant payments and the supply of timber to sawmills; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7677/19]

19/02/2019WRCC02600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Section 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for the general 
provisions in respect of exempted development, being development works not requiring plan-
ning permission. Supplementary detailed provisions in relation to exempted development are 
provided for in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.

Currently, the construction of forest roads and ancillary works is exempt from the require-
ment to obtain planning permission except where such works involve the provision of an en-
trance from a public road, in which circumstances, planning permission is required.  Section 
8 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018, which is not yet commenced, 
amends section 4 of the Act of 2000 to provide that the construction of forest roads and ancil-
lary works are exempt from the requirement to obtain planning permission, except where such 
works involves the provision of a forest entrance on a national road.

When this section is commenced, new forest entrances on public roads, other than national 
roads, will no longer require planning permission, but will be subject to the Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine’s statutory consent system for the control of forestry activities 
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as provided for in the Forestry Act 2014.  The commencement of this section is dependent on 
necessary supporting regulations, including a minor amendment to the exempted development 
provisions in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001.  In addition, relevant amend-
ments to the Forestry Regulations 2017 need to be made by my colleague, the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, which I understand are at an advanced stage.  It is intended 
to commence this new provision once the necessary amending regulations have been finalised.

19/02/2019WRCC02700Water Services

19/02/2019WRCC02800652. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the position regarding local authority water services workers and Irish Water; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [8066/19]

19/02/2019WRCC02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water has entered 
into service level agreements (SLAs) with each local authority for the provision of water servic-
es.  Staff members working under these arrangements remain local authority employees while 
continuing to perform key water services functions with local authorities acting as agents of 
Irish Water.  Staffing arrangements are an operational matter for Irish Water and local authori-
ties within the context of the SLA arrangements currently in place.   

Irish Water now intends to fully integrate its operations and end the current operational ar-
rangements for the delivery of water services through the service level agreements with local 
authorities. In this context, on 19 September 2018, I received a report from the Director General 
of the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) in respect of a process of engagement that was 
undertaken at my request with the parties involved in the transformation programme for Irish 
Water, those being Irish Water, ICTU and relevant affiliated unions, local government manage-
ment and my Department.  The discussions with the parties have advanced on the basis that the 
current SLAs remain in place until such time as an alternative is agreed.   

In response to the WRC report, I have asked the parties to engage in a process to work 
towards the development of a stable structural and operational framework for the future. This 
engagement, through the WRC, is to commence in the coming weeks.

19/02/2019WRCC03000Water Services Infrastructure

19/02/2019WRCC03100653. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will address matters in relation to the case of a person (details supplied). [7708/19]

19/02/2019WRCC03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The matters at issue in the correspondence are the responsibility of Cork County Council in re-
lation to compliance with environmental legislation and of Irish Water in respect of connection 
to the public waste water network. I, as Minister, have no operational role in relation to either of 
these matters and cannot involve myself in individual cases.  

It may be helpful to note that Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with rep-
resentations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via email at 

oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.
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19/02/2019WRCC03300Housing Provision

19/02/2019WRCC03400654. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
his plans for increasing housing supply in the South Dublin County Council area; the timeframe 
for same (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7891/19]

19/02/2019WRCC03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Increasing housing supply and dealing with homelessness is, and will remain, a top priority 
for the Government until such time as annual housing supply returns to the levels required. In 
that regard, through a concerted and sustained effort across Government, our comprehensive 
Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan is having a real impact. 

Statistics from the Central Statistics Office show that over 18,000 new homes were built in 
Ireland last year, an increase of 25% on 2017.  In terms of social housing, the level of new build 
activity has increased eight-fold since 2015, the year before Rebuilding Ireland was launched, 
reaching some 4,250 homes last year.

Details of the social housing construction programme, broken down by local authority area, 
including for South Dublin, is set out in the Social Housing Construction Status Report which 
is published on a quarterly basis. The report covering the period up to end Quarter 3 of 2018 
is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/
news/minister-murphy-publishes-quarter-3-social-housing-construction-report/.  The report to 
end Q4 of 2018 will be published shortly.

Furthermore, South Dublin County Council, is progressing a major housing project, encom-
passing 975 new homes, on a 72 acre site at Kilcarbery, Clondalkin. Almost 300 of the homes 
will be for social housing purposes with a further 100 social housing homes being provided 
under a Public Private Partnership (PPP) on adjacent land. The project is due to commence on 
site later this year.

I will shortly be issuing social housing targets for 2019 to all local authorities, including to 
South Dublin County Council. Progress against these targets will be published on a quarterly 
basis giving visibility to all stakeholders on the delivery of social housing in each local author-
ity area.

19/02/2019WRCC03600Approved Housing Bodies

19/02/2019WRCC03700655. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 272 and 273 of 7 February 2019, the funding provided 
to approved housing bodies under each scheme (details supplied) in each of the years 2011 to 
2018, in tabular form. [7893/19]

19/02/2019WRCC03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The funding provided to local authorities in respect of housing programmes delivered in part-
nership with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) for each year over the period 2011 to 2018, is 
set out in the following table. 
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Housing   
Programme

2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 Total

 €m €m €m €m €m €m €m €m €m
Capital Assis-
tance Scheme 
(CAS)

80.65 54.99 37.03 38 34.3 36.69 58.04 38.04 377.74

Capital Ad-
vance Leasing 
Facility 
(CALF)

120.88 55.68 35.25 13.37 4.45 4.82 7.96 0.4 242.81

Social Hous-
ing Current   
Expenditure 
Programme 
(SHCEP)

63.73 48.23 25.36 15.91 10.18 5.13 2.44 1.5 172.48

AHB Mort-
gage to Rent 
(MTR)

4.38 3.02 1.8 0.78 0.38 1.8   12.16

Communal 
Facilities

0.27 0.11 0 0.2 0.76 0.43 0.97 2.28 5.02

Capital Loan 
& Sub-
sidy Scheme 
(CLSS)

67.78 66.7 55.33 80.28 54.8 69.14 68.68 60.94 523.65

Specifically in relation to the number of social housing homes provided by AHBs, the fol-
lowing table provides details of additional AHB delivery across all delivery streams over the 
period 2011 to 2018.  

 Capital Assistance 
Scheme(CAS) & 
CLSS

Capital Advance 
Leasing Facility 
CALF

AHB Leasing* Total AHB delivery

2011 745 - 115 860
2012 677 - 209 886
2013 211 - 174 385
2014 357 - 539 896
2015 401 392 523 1,316
2016 331 566 272 1,169
2017 427 1,269 634 2,330
2018 485 2,329 414 3,228
*AHB Leasing includes CALF up to 2015; AHB Mortgage to Rent; AHB Leased Part V.

19/02/2019WRCC03900Approved Housing Bodies

19/02/2019WRCC04000656. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of housing units provided for social housing and by an approved housing body for 
other accommodation needs in each of the years 2011 to 2018 in schemes in circumstances 
(details supplied). [7894/19]

19/02/2019WRCC04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Statistics in relation to the number of social housing homes that have been delivered by lo-
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cal authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) under the Capital Assistance Scheme 
(CAS), Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF), AHB Mortgage to Rent Scheme (MTR) 
and Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP), are published and available on 
my Department’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.  

Specifically in relation to the number of social housing homes provided by AHBs, the fol-
lowing table provides details of additional AHB delivery across all delivery streams over the 
period 2011 to 2018.  Final outputs for 2018 will be published shortly.

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total ad-
ditional 
AHB units 
delivered- 
all delivery 
streams 

860 886 385 896 1,316 1,169 2,330 3,228 

19/02/2019WRCC04200Social and Affordable Housing Data

19/02/2019WRCC04300657. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of standard and priority allocations refused by social housing applicants for 
each local authority in 2017 and 2018; and if the figures will be provided as a percentage of total 
allocations for each council. [7907/19]

19/02/2019WRCC04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Detailed data of the kind sought is not available in my Department as the management of the 
letting of social housing homes is a matter for individual housing authorities in the first in-
stance.  However, from engagement with local authorities, it is estimated that there are up to 
2,000 refusals of offers of social housing across the country each year.

19/02/2019WRCC04500Home Loan Scheme

19/02/2019WRCC04600658. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the length of time applications for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme are tak-
ing to be processed in each county council area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7952/19]

19/02/2019WRCC04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department does not routinely collect the information the Deputy is referring to.  However, for 
the purposes of a review of the operation of the scheme being undertaken by my Department, 
a request was made towards the end of last year, to a number of local authorities, for amongst 
other things, information regarding processing times for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
scheme.

Based on the information from those local authorities and the Housing Agency with regard 
to its assessment of applications, it is estimated the average time it took to process applications 
last year was seven weeks.  

This is in line with the expected timeframe of 6-8 weeks as set out on the RIHL website.
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19/02/2019WRCC04800Social and Affordable Housing Funding

19/02/2019WRCC04900659. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 595 of 29 January 2019, if projects for Galway city 
have been approved under the serviced sites fund 2018; if so, the details of the projects; if pro-
posals from Galway City Council are under consideration; if so, when a decision will be made 
in respect of the proposals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8041/19]

19/02/2019WRCC05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
On foot of a first call for proposals under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), which issued to the 4 
Dublin Councils, Kildare, Meath, Wicklow, Louth and Cork County Councils, and Cork and 
Galway City Councils, I announced approval in principle for ten projects, with a total estimated 
cost €43 million, in December 2018. These ten projects will support the delivery of 1,400 af-
fordable homes.  I expect infrastructure works on these projects to begin as soon as possible and 
delivery of affordable homes from early 2020 onwards. 

While the ten projects did not include projects in Galway, five other projects submitted un-
der the first call for proposals are still under active consideration, one of which is for Galway 
City Council’s lands at Bóthar an Choiste, Castlegar. My Department is working with Galway 
City Council to progress this project.

A second call for proposals will issue shortly, which will provide an opportunity to Galway 
City Council to submit further proposals for funding under the SSF, as appropriate.

19/02/2019WRCC05100Rental Sector

19/02/2019WRCC05200660. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the details of proposed regulations on a company (details supplied); if there will be 
exceptions made for rural tourist areas that are not in rent pressure zones; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [8055/19]

19/02/2019WRCC05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Action 18 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector, a Working Group was established, in-
volving representatives of all major public stakeholders with a policy interest in short-term 
lettings, to develop guidance in relation to planning applications, changes of use relating to 
short-term lettings and to examine the need for new regulatory arrangements.  Proposals under 
consideration by the Working Group have been aimed at facilitating short-term letting of ac-
commodation within permanent residences, known as homesharing, while protecting the exist-
ing stock of residential property in areas of high demand.   

Having considered the Working Group’s report as well as the recommendations in the report 
of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government on short-term 
lettings, I announced plans to introduce a “one host, one home” model in areas where there is 
high housing demand.   

Under the proposed new arrangements, homesharing will continue to be permissible for a 
person’s primary residence. In addition, an annual cap of 90 days will apply for the renting out 
on a short-term basis of a person’s entire home where it is their primary residence, with such 
short-term lets being restricted to periods of 14 days or less at a time.  Under these arrange-
ments, people who wish to avail of the proposed new planning exemptions to use their own 
home for home-sharing or limited short-term letting purposes will be required to register this 
with their local planning authority.   



19 February 2019

297

Where a person owns a second property and intends to let it for short-term letting purposes, 
they will require planning permission to do so unless the property already has planning permis-
sion to be used for tourism or short-term letting purposes. Planning permission for a change 
of use to short-term letting can be sought and it will be up to each local planning authority to 
consider such applications, based on guidance that will issue from my Department, taking ac-
count of housing demand pressures in the area concerned and other relevant factors such as 
cumulative impacts.   

It is important to note that these proposed changes will not affect the operation of holiday 
homes as typically understood, or longer-term flexible lettings which are provided for those 
coming to Ireland under employment contracts.   

It is intended that the proposed new planning changes will come into effect on 1 June 2019, 
to allow property owners sufficient lead-in time to prepare for and adapt to the proposed new 
laws. In addition to the making of revised draft exempted development planning regulations, 
which are being progressed, amendments to primary legislation will also be introduced which 
will underpin and strengthen the new proposals.  This element of the changes proposed is cur-
rently being developed and details will be published in due course.

19/02/2019WRCC05400Social and Affordable Housing Data

19/02/2019WRCC05500661. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of houses built by local authorities in counties Cavan and Monaghan from 
2013 to 2018 and to date in 2019; the number planned to be built in 2019; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [8204/19]

19/02/2019WRCC05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details of the number of houses built and acquired by local authorities, including Cavan and 
Monaghan County Councils, in each of the years 2013 to end Quarter 3 of 2018, are published 
and available on my Department’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.  

Details in respect of Quarter 4 of 2018, will be published shortly. Similar details for 2019 
will be published on a quarterly basis.

19/02/2019WRCC05700Social and Affordable Housing Data

19/02/2019WRCC05800662. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of affordable houses to be provided in Dublin city and county in 2019; the way 
in which the scheme will operate; the estimated price of the affordable houses; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [8238/19]

19/02/2019WRCC05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Affordable housing, for purchase or cost rental, is being targeted for delivery through a range 
of measures overseen by my Department, including direct delivery from State land supported 
by the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF); delivery under the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation 
Fund (LIHAF) and delivery by the Land Development Agency (LDA), which was established 
late last year.   

Under the SSF, €310 million is available from 2019 until 2021, to fund facilitating infra-
structure, on local authority sites, to support the provision of over 6,000 affordable homes.  I 
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issued approval in December 2018 for funding for 10 infrastructure projects costing €43 mil-
lion, which will support the delivery of 1,400 affordable homes.  Seven of these projects are in 
Dublin, with the potential to deliver over 1,250 new affordable homes.  Infrastructure works on 
these projects will begin as soon as possible and  the delivery of affordable homes is anticipated 
from early 2020 onwards.    

LIHAF will also yield an affordable housing dividend, with some 2,350 affordable homes 
being facilitated on sites benefiting from LIHAF funding, while a further 5,600 homes will 
benefit from a LIHAF-related cost reduction.  In addition, the LDA is actively pursuing the 
development of an initial tranche of 8 sites yielding 3,000 homes, at least 30% of which will be 
affordable homes.   

Affordable housing for purchase will operate in accordance with the provisions of Part 5 of 
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, while cost rental will initially be implement-
ed on an administrative basis.  The target grouping will be single applicant households earning 
up to €50,000 per annum and dual applicant households earning up to €75,000 per annum.  In 
relation to affordable homes for purchase, the Part 5 arrangements allow for a discount from 
market of up to 40%, with the discount being held as an equity stake by the local authority until 
subsequently bought out by the household or captured on resale.  The price of individual homes 
will be determined on a project by project basis.

19/02/2019WRCC06000Social and Affordable Housing Provision

19/02/2019WRCC06100663. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of applications for funding received by local authorities under the single step 
approval scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8239/19]

19/02/2019WRCC06200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There are currently 19 local authority social housing construction projects that have been or 
are being advanced through the single-stage approval process, 3 of which have now been com-
pleted. This process, presently, covers projects with an all-in budget up to €2 million and up to 
15 homes. The details referred to by the Deputy in the context of a single stage approval process 
are currently being examined in the context of a review of the Public Spending Code.    

It should be noted that most of the time spent by local authorities in advancing a new social 
housing construction project arises from activities such as design, planning, procurement and 
engagement with contractors. These elements apply equally to projects whether advanced un-
der the single or the four-stage approval processes.

19/02/2019WRDD00200Repair and Leasing Scheme

19/02/2019WRDD00300664. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of properties offered and secured under the repair and lease scheme by each 
local authority in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8240/19]

19/02/2019WRDD00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
At the end of Q3 2018, a total of 1,214 applications had been received from property owners 
under the Repair and Lease (RLS) scheme; 48 homes had been brought back into use and were 
tenanted; and 122 agreements for lease had been signed. Further progress under the scheme will 
be evident in the Q4 2018 data which will be published shortly.
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A detailed breakdown of  the data by local authority up to end Q3 2018 is available on my 
Department’s website at the following link:   http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-hous-
ing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision.

A breakdown of the 48 homes delivered under the scheme by year and Local Authority is 
set out in the following table:

Table 1: RLS Delivery

Local Authority Units Delivered - 2017 Units Delivered -  Q1-Q3 
2018

Carlow County Council 0 2
Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown 
County Council

1 0

Fingal County Council 0 3
Limerick City & County 
Council

0 7

Meath County Council 0 1
Monaghan County Council 0 4
Roscommon County Coun-
cil

0 2

Waterford City & County 
Council

6 11

Wexford County Council 2 9
Total 9 39

19/02/2019WRDD00500Vacant Sites Levy

19/02/2019WRDD00600665. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the effectiveness of the vacant site levy; the sites under development as a 
direct result of this initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8241/19]

19/02/2019WRDD00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the vacant site levy provisions in the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015, plan-
ning authorities are empowered to apply a vacant site levy of 3% of the market value of relevant 
vacant sites where a site exceeds 0.05 hectares in area, was in the planning authority’s opinion 
vacant or idle in 2018, and is in an area identified by the planning authority in its development 
plan or local area plan for residential or regeneration development.  As signalled in Budget 
2018, the rate of the levy has been increased to 7% for sites on a local authority vacant sites 
register from 2019 onwards.

My Department does not maintain a central register of vacant sites, as each local authority 
administers the vacant site register in respect of their functional area.  As provided for under the 
Act, the register in respect of each local authority is available for inspection at its offices and 
online on its website. However, on foot of a recent review of the on-line vacant site registers 
across all local authority areas, I understand that there are collectively over 380 individual sites 
currently on the local registers.  Over 130 of these sites were entered on the local vacant site 
registers on 1 January 2018 and will therefore be subject to the levy in 2019, unless develop-
ment works were activated in the interim. 

My Department will continue to monitor implementation of the levy to ensure that it is be-
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ing effectively applied, in line with its intended purpose of incentivising the development of 
vacant or under-utilised sites in urban areas.  To support this work, my Department requested 
a progress report on implementation of the Vacant Site Levy in October 2018 from each local 
authority.  My Department has received the progress reports and is currently collating and re-
viewing the information received.  From an initial review of the progress reports, it is noted that 
planning authorities have indicated that over 40 sites have been removed from registers due to 
construction work commencing or development being completed on the site.

19/02/2019WRDD00800Local Authority Housing Funding

19/02/2019WRDD00900666. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the funding allocated to each local authority in each of the years 2015 to 2018 with re-
spect to refurbishing voids, purchasing properties, building new units and for the housing assis-
tance payment, HAP, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8302/19]

19/02/2019WRDD01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The funding provided to each  local authority for the construction of local authority social hous-
ing, the purchase of properties by local authorities for social housing and for the refurbishment 
of voids for each year over the period 2015 to 2018, is set out in the following table. 

Local Authority 2015 Funding
€m

2016 Funding
€m

2017 Funding
€m

2018 Funding
€m

Carlow 2.19 3.92 9.12 10.0
Cavan 2.23 1.95 4.15 7.13
Clare 5.70 4.78 13.00 17.06
Cork County 10.37 21.08 37.91 59.66
Donegal 2.97 3.76 13.77 15.29
Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

 12.36  9.98  31.58 26.85

Fingal 35.24 6.55 42.78 73.42
Galway County 1.29 1.70 4.38 13.37
Kerry 5.19 4.90 13.25 25.23
Kildare 12.10 21.57 28.04 59.42
Kilkenny 5.17 6.88 10.91 18.35
Laois 3.87 2.55 8.66 4.56
Leitrim 0.53 2.04 1.37 3.67
Limerick 0.54 2.24 7.41 14.36
Longford 0.99 2.09 4.45 11.79
Louth 4.56 7.64 1.59 8.07
Mayo 1.46 4.46 6.08 6.76
Meath 5.89 12.61 14.68 41.72
Monaghan 2.32 5.89 12.73 8.89
Offaly 2.76 3.23 3.99 7.58
Roscommon 0.99 2.46 4.97 3.56
Sligo 3.23 4.10 7.08 10.50
South Dublin 6.54 15.15 22.99 75.95
Tipperary 7.43 8.19 12.58 19.44
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Local Authority 2015 Funding
€m

2016 Funding
€m

2017 Funding
€m

2018 Funding
€m

Waterford 1.59 9.37 6.01 34.56
Westmeath 1.76 4.74 5.56 11.29
Wexford 4.27 6.45 17.26 32.95
Wicklow 5.39 4.19 4.49 31.26
Cork City 23.68 27.15 19.13 48.14
Dublin City 45.12 66.44 96.25 183.12
Galway City 2.73 0.82 2.45 9.25

In addition to standard construction, turnkeys, rapid delivery mechanisms, etc., local au-
thorities also deliver new build social housing through dedicated regeneration programmes 
which seek to address the causes of disadvantage in communities through a holistic programme 
of physical, social and economic regeneration.  Total expenditure by local authorities under the 
National Regeneration Programme over the period 2015 to 2018 is as follows:

- 2015 2016 2017 2018
Regeneration  €48.8m €50.05m €65.19m €68.1m

In relation to the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP), Limerick City and County Council 
provides a highly effective HAP transactional shared service on behalf of all local authorities. 
This HAP Shared Services Centre (SSC) manages all HAP related rental transactions for the 
tenant, local authority and landlord.  Accordingly, my Department does not recoup individual 
local authorities in respect of HAP rental payments in their administrative areas but rather re-
coups all landlord cost via the HAP SSC.  A breakdown of the number of households supported 
by HAP in each local authority area is available on my Department’s website at the following 
link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision

Total expenditure under HAP for the period 2015 - 2018 is as follows:

-          2015      2016      2017      2018   
HAP  €15.64m €57.69m €152.69m €276.6m

19/02/2019WRDD01100Urban Development

19/02/2019WRDD01200667. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applications by category A and B projects made under the Project Ireland 
2040 urban regeneration and development fund to date by county; the number of successful and 
unsuccessful project applications per category that applied for funding per county; the success-
ful projects per county that have been approved for funding per category; the value of funding 
approved for each such project; when successful applicants will receive funding in 2019; the 
amount allocated for the fund in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8303/19]

19/02/2019WRDD01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The €2 billion Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) was launched as part of 
Project Ireland 2040, to support the compact growth and sustainable development of Ireland’s 
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five cities, regional drivers and other large urban centres.

A total of 189 applications were submitted to my Department under the first call for propos-
als.  The full list of applications received by my Department, including details of counties and 
categories, is available on my Department’s website at the following link:   www.housing.gov.
ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/urban_regeneration_and_development_fund_2019_-_
list_of_applications_received_1.pdf .

There are two types of project: Category A - projects that are ‘ready to go’ - and Category 
B - projects which are at an earlier stage (Master-planning/Feasibility) and which will assist in 
forming a future pipeline of projects, as the URDF is a rolling fund, with €2 billion available 
to 2027.  

All submissions were assessed following a three stage process and against a 10 point pre-
assigned assessment criteria framework.  An initial appraisal process on all submissions was 
carried out within my Department, with preliminary recommendations being made to a Project 
Advisory Board (PAB) who provided high-level input and advice as applicable per category or 
proposal.  Following this process, preliminary proposals were presented to a management com-
mittee who brought the final recommendations to me for consideration. 

On 26 November 2018, I announced details of the successful proposals for funding, details 
of which are published on my Department’s website at the following link: 

www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/urdf_-_2019_funding_alloca-
tions_0.pdf

Funding of €100 million has been allocated in respect of 88 successful proposals, combining 
both category A and B projects, of which a significant amount of expenditure will be incurred 
in 2019.  While an initial allocation of €71 million was provided for the URDF as published 
in the Department’s 2019 Estimate, it was determined, in the context of the accommodation 
of increased costs of the development of the National Children’s Hospital, that €13 million of 
drawdown under the URDF could be re-profiled from 2019 to 2020 without any delay in the 
progression of successful proposals.  I am satisfied that the revised allocation of €58 million 
will be spent in full in respect of URDF grants for 2019. 

Successful bid proposals have been approved in principle, subject to final agreement of 
technical details with my Department, and the funding allocations should be regarded as an 
initial investment of support for the projects.  My Department is currently engaging with suc-
cessful applicants in respect of the progression of their proposals in 2019.  This process will 
be finalised shortly, following which project conditions and formal grant agreements will be 
concluded. 

It is expected that a second call for proposals for 2020 funding will be launched later in Q1 
2019 and a workshop for applicants will be organised in advance.  It is envisaged that this ap-
plication period will run until summer 2019.

19/02/2019WRDD01400Planning Issues

19/02/2019WRDD01500668. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his plans to introduce legislation which would give local authorities power to address a 
situation in which a resident’s right to light is blocked from neighbouring trees when these trees 
are on private land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8316/19]



19 February 2019

303

19/02/2019WRDD01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
have no plans to develop legislation or guidelines for local authorities in this regard at present.  
Planning legislation places no specific restrictions on the height of trees or hedges, nor does 
it make any particular provision for remedy from any other nuisance which may be caused by 
trees in an urban residential area.  However, there is currently a civil remedy available through 
the Courts concerning branches or roots of neighbouring trees encroaching on a person’s prop-
erty.

The possibility of providing a broader civil law remedy for parties affected by high trees and 
hedges on adjoining properties was raised previously with the Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity.  In this regard, advice was sought on the possibility of legislative provision being made, 
whereby a person substantially deprived of the enjoyment of their property, such as the depriva-
tion of light caused by high trees on a neighbouring property, could apply to the Courts for an 
order, and that the Courts could make an order as they see fit, for example, to cut the trees back 
to an appropriate height. 

In response, the Minister for Justice and Equality suggested that disputes of this nature be-
tween neighbours could perhaps be more appropriately dealt with through mediation, which is 
being increasingly used internationally as a tool for the resolution of civil disputes, rather than 
through the Courts.  Legislation subsequently introduced by the Minister for Justice and Equal-
ity has been enacted as the Mediation Act 2017.

The Mediation Act, which came into operation on 1 January 2018, contains provisions to 
underpin a comprehensive statutory framework to promote the resolution of disputes through 
mediation as an alternative to court proceedings which should ideally be only used as a last 
resort.  In essence, the underlying objective of the Act is to promote mediation as a viable, ef-
fective and efficient alternative to court proceedings, thereby reducing legal costs, speeding up 
the resolution of disputes and reducing the stress and acrimony which often accompanies court 
proceedings, including those involving adjoining property owners.

19/02/2019WRDD01700Local Authority Members

19/02/2019WRDD01800669. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if his Department has undertaken or overseen an assessment of the tailored train-
ing programme for elected members of local authorities announced on the 23 May 2014 as part 
of the programme of local government reforms announced in 2014. [8328/19]

19/02/2019WRDD01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): The relevant Regulations, which came into operation on 1 June 
2014, recognise training for elected members provided by the following bodies:-

- the Association of Irish Local Government; 

- the Local Authority Members Association;

- national representative bodies for functions for which local authorities have responsibili-
ties; and

- programmes of education and training which relate to functions for which local authori-
ties have responsibilities and which are validated by the Quality and Qualifications Assurance 
Authority of Ireland established by the Qualifications and Quality assurance (Education and 
Training) Act 2012.
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Local authorities are also required to adopt a training and development programme for 
elected members, the objectives of which are to adopt a more structured approach to support-
ing the development needs of members so that they can discharge their duties as effectively as 
possible.

I have issued directions to local authorities stating that this training and development pro-
gramme should have regard, inter alia, to key policy issues facing elected members, the profile 
and experience of the elected members and the likely resources that will be available to meet 
training needs. 

Local authorities are independent statutory bodies and it is a matter for each local authority 
to prepare and adopt its own training and development programme for elected members and to 
assess this as necessary.

19/02/2019WRDD02000Local Authority Services

19/02/2019WRDD02100670. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the steps he is taking to assist Fingal County Council in completing the taking in charge 
process of the remaining areas of Ongar village and environs in Dublin 15 (details supplied); 
and if the taking in charge of public roads and pavements in Ongar village which remain under 
the nominal control of developers in receivership will be prioritised or enforced. [8330/19]

19/02/2019WRDD02200671. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the funding provided to local authorities for the taking in charge of new developments by 
local authority. [8331/19]

19/02/2019WRDD02300672. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which local authorities are assisted to minimise the length of time newly cre-
ated residential areas remain out of the charge of local authorities; and the targets set down in 
terms of taking in charge new residential areas. [8332/19]

19/02/2019WRDD02400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 670 to 672, inclusive, together.

Residential developments consisting of two or more dwellings that have been granted plan-
ning permission under section 34 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) may 
be eligible (depending on the grant of planning condition) for taking in charge. The taking in 
charge of residential estates by local authorities is provided for under section 180 of the 2000 
Act and is a reserved function of the elected members.

Under Section 180 (1) of the Act, the planning authority is obliged to initiate taking in 
charge procedures where requested by either the developer or by the majority of owners of the 
dwellings.  However, this is subject to the development being completed to the satisfaction of 
the authority and in accordance with the permission and any conditions.

As the Deputy may be aware, section 180 of the Act also provides that in relation to estates 
which have not have been completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority and enforce-
ment proceedings have not been commenced within the relevant period, the planning authority 
must, if requested to do so by the majority of the owners of the houses, initiate the procedures 
set out in section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 for the taking in charge of an estate.  

Section 180 was amended through the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 
to provide that a planning authority may take in charge an unfinished estate at any time after the 
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expiration of the planning permission in situations where enforcement actions have failed or 
the planning authority has not taken enforcement action (for example, where it considered such 
action would be futile).  Planning authorities are now specifically empowered to take in charge 
part of an estate, or some but not all of the facilities in an estate. 

Under amendments made to the 2000 Act by the Planning and Development (Amendment) 
Act 2018, from 22 October 2018, section 180 of the 2000 Act also applies to Strategic Housing 
Developments, specifically to the houses and associated infrastructure in such developments.  
Other amendments made under the 2018 Act include that where such development has not been 
completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority and enforcement proceedings have not 
been commenced by the planning authority within four years, beginning on the expiration of 
the appropriate period of the permission (or such period extended under section 42 of the 2000 
Act, as amended), the authority shall, where requested by the majority of owners of the houses 
involved, comply with section 11 of the Roads Act 1993, but the authority shall disregard the 
financial implications of doing so.

In addition,  the authority may at its absolute discretion, at any time after the expiration of 
the relevant permission authorising the development or where it considers that enforcement 
proceedings would be futile, initiate the procedures under section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 
where requested by a majority of the owners of the houses in question.

My Department  launched the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) in April 2016 
to trial new approaches and working methods in supporting and accelerating overall national 
and local action on the taking-in-charge process of housing estates, including estates with de-
veloper-provided water services infrastructure (DPI).  Under the terms of the NTICI, which was 
underpinned by €10 million in funding, developments subject to valid taking-in-charge applica-
tions were eligible for inclusion in the associated call for funding proposals. Ultimately, €7.5 
million of the allocated funding was paid to local authorities in respect of 330 developments, 
containing some 13,400 homes.

Findings and recommendations from the NTICI process were included in a report on the 
initiative that was published by my Department in December 2018. The report is available at 
the following link -

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/national_taking_in_
charge_initiative_report_dec2018.pdf. 

The publication of the NTICI report is of value to local authorities and other stakeholders 
in applying the lessons from the pilot authorities, in a more general roll-out of a streamlined 
approach to taking-in-charge, including through coordination with capital works by Irish Water.

Ultimately, however, progression of individual developments through the taking-in-charge 
process is a matter for the relevant housing developer, the residents in such developments and 
the relevant local authorities, following the procedures laid out in section 180.

The National Development Plan published last year includes provision of €31 million for 
the period 2018-2021 for developer-provided infrastructure, commencing with an estimates 
provision of €6 million in 2019.  The multi-annual programme will be initiated through the invi-
tation of project bids from local authorities followed by their evaluation by an Expert Panel, set 
up by my Department, to independently evaluate the bid projects and make recommendations 
to my Department on suitable projects to be approved for funding.  It is expected that approval 
of projects for this first cycle multi-annual programme will take place later in Q1 2019.
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19/02/2019WRDD02700Homeless Persons Data

19/02/2019WRDD02800673. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans to publish the annual local authority homelessness financial reports for 
2018. [8340/19]

19/02/2019WRDD02900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
My Department does not provide funding for services directly but provides funding to housing 
authorities towards operational costs for homeless accommodation and related services.  Under 
funding arrangements, housing authorities must provide at least 10% of the cost of services 
from their own resources.  Housing authorities may also incur additional expenditure on home-
less related services outside of the funding arrangement with my Department. 

Exchequer funding for homeless services is provided through my Department to housing 
authorities on a regional basis.  The following table sets out the Exchequer funding recouped to 
housing authorities in 2018.

Exchequer funding for homeless services in 2018 under the Housing Act, 1988 

Region Amount
Dublin    €106,267,187 
Mid-East    €3,738,000 
Midlands    €2,177,128 
Mid-West    €5,044,000 
North-East  €3,007,520 
North-West    €541,522 
South-East   €3,815,000 
South-West    €9,687,741 
West €4,721,895 

Financial reports setting out expenditure on homeless services on a regional basis are pub-
lished on my Department’s website at the following link; http://www.housing.gov.ie/node/5498.  
The financial reports for each of the regions for 2018 will be published on my Department’s 
website following the submission of the reports from the regional lead authorities.

19/02/2019WRDD03000Traveller Accommodation

19/02/2019WRDD03100674. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the Traveller accommodation allocations for each local authority for 2018; and the draw-
down to date for each local authority in tabular form. [8361/19]

19/02/2019WRDD03200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998, housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommo-
dation needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  My Department’s role is to en-
sure that there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing 
such accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

Housing authorities submit funding proposals for individual Traveller-specific projects and 
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developments on an annual basis.  These projects are assessed on a case-by-case basis in my 
Department in advance of allocations being made.  In addition, further funding may be con-
sidered by my Department throughout the year in the light of progress across the programme 
generally.  There is regular contact between my Department and housing authorities in order 
to try to ensure maximum progress and drawdown.  If it becomes clear that allocations or part 
thereof may be unspent, then those allocations will be diverted to alternative projects and de-
velopments. 

The amount of funding allocated and drawn down by housing authorities for Traveller-
specific accommodation for 2018 is set out in the following table.

19/02/2019WRDD03300Social and Affordable Housing Data

19/02/2019WRDD03400675. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of the 2,610 social housing acquisitions in 2018 that were purchased vacant; 
and the number purchased with social housing tenants in situ.  [8362/19]

19/02/2019WRDD03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department does not hold information in relation to the status of occupation of a property that 
is acquired for social housing.

In general, properties that are acquired by local authorities or Approved Housing Bodies 
(AHBs) are vacant.  However, should a property that is occupied by a social housing ten-
ant in the private rented sector become available on the market, it is open to a local authority 
or an AHB to acquire the property once the acquisition falls within the financial terms of the 
relevant acquisition scheme.

19/02/2019WRDD03600Social and Affordable Housing Data

19/02/2019WRDD03700676. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of the 560 voids included in the 2018 social housing output figures were va-
cant for more than six months. [8363/19]

19/02/2019WRDD03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Homes refurbished under the Voids programme are not classified by the length of time they are 
vacant and my Department does not collect data in that regard.  The programme is designed 
to support the bringing back into use of units that would likely remain vacant for a significant 
period of time because the cost of the scale of works required could not be met by the local 
authority.  It is a matter for each local authority to determine suitable properties for inclusion 
in the programmes.

19/02/2019WRDD03900Housing Assistance Payment Data

19/02/2019WRDD04000677. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the value and number of housing assistance payment, HAP,  payments made in each of the years 
2016 to 2018, by county in tabular form. [8369/19]

19/02/2019WRDD04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Expenditure details in respect of the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme for the period 
2016 to 2018, are set out in the following table.  Limerick City and County Council provides a 
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HAP transactional shared service on behalf of all local authorities.  This HAP Shared Services 
Centre (SSC) manages all HAP related rental transactions for the tenant, local authority and 
landlord.  Accordingly, my Department does not recoup individual local authorities in respect 
of HAP rental payments in their administrative areas but rather recoups landlord costs via the 
HAP SSC.

Year Additional Households sup-
ported at end of year

Outturn (€M)

2016 12,075 €57.69m 
2017 17,916 €152.69m 
2018 13,741 (end Q3 2018) €276.6m (full year)

At the end of Q3 2018, there were 40,837 active tenancies being supported under the HAP 
scheme in 31 local authority areas.

A breakdown of the number of households supported by HAP in each local authority area is 
available on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

19/02/2019WRDD04200Housing Adaptation Grant Data

19/02/2019WRDD04300678. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the amount each local authority returned unspent in housing adaption grants, housing aid for the 
elderly and mobility grants by county in tabular form. [8370/19]

19/02/2019WRDD04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People 
and People with a Disability, to assist people in private houses to make their accommodation 
more suitable for their needs.  

The suite of grants includes the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, the 
Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for Older People, which are 80% funded by my De-
partment, with a 20% contribution from the resources of the local authority.  Local authorities 
receive an overall allocation, with the responsibility for the apportionment between the three 
schemes being a matter for each authority.

The amount spent by each local authority can vary from year to year as it is demand driven 
and also reliant on factors such as the availability of contractors and the agreement of clients on 
the timing of works.  Over the course of the year, my Department works closely with the local 
authorities to monitor spend and to achieve a full drawdown of the available funding.  This al-
lows any underspends to be redistributed to local authorities with high levels of grant activity 
who seek additional funding.  

The amount allocated and drawn down by each local authority for 2018 is set out in the fol-
lowing table:

19/02/2019WRDD04500Local Authority Housing Data
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19/02/2019WRDD04600679. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of houses bought previously occupied, bought under a turn key development or 
constructed in each of the years 2016 to 2018, by county in tabular form. [8371/19]

19/02/2019WRDD04700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Statistical information in relation to social housing delivery, including across build, acquisition 
and leasing delivery mechanisms is broken down on a local authority basis and is published on 
my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/node/6338 .

A more detailed breakdown of build activity on a local authority basis,  including turnkey 
delivery, is set out in the Social Housing Construction Status Report (CSR), which is published 
on a quarterly basis on the Rebuilding Ireland website.  The CSR to the end of Quarter 3 2018 
is available at the following link: 

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-quarter-3-social-housing-con-
struction-report/

The Quarter 4 2018 CSR will be available shortly.

19/02/2019WRDD04800Housing Adaptation Grant Eligibility

19/02/2019WRDD04900680. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if there is leeway on the income thresholds for housing adaptation grants under exceptional 
circumstances. [8372/19]

19/02/2019WRDD05000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The detailed administration of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with 
a Disability, including the assessment, approval and payment of individual grants to applicants, 
is the responsibility of the relevant local authority. 

Local authorities will always work with qualifying applicants to ensure they get the most 
beneficial result in line with their financial circumstances.  A household means test applies to 
the scheme in order to achieve fairness and value for money in its operation.  This process must 
adhere to the income thresholds set down by the regulations, so that the funding is focused on 
those households who need it most.

19/02/2019WRDD05100Local Authority Housing Provision

19/02/2019WRDD05200681. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the timeframe for approval in cases in which a local authority submits approval for turnkey 
development; and the funding options for same. [8373/19]

19/02/2019WRDD05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities have been making productive use of turnkey development opportunities to 
achieve delivery of new social housing, as part of the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan. In many 
cases, the developments being supported through these turnkey arrangements would not go 
ahead without the certainty of the end purchaser and they are particularly beneficial where local 
authorities have limited or no lands available for housing in an area.

The approval process generally involves one stage, where the local authority provides a 
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capital appraisal to my Department, setting out the details of the proposed turnkey develop-
ment, to include inter alia, information on the local housing need, suitability of the housing to 
meet these needs, proximity of local services and cost/value-for-money.  The time involved in 
the approval of such proposals will always depend on the quality of the information provided 
and key aspects such as costs, but would ordinarily be around 4 weeks.   

My Department funds such projects in full and payment is ordinarily made on completion 
and delivery of the development in a ‘turnkey’ condition.  If a 10% deposit is advanced, my 
Department will provide this funding to the local authority.  Some turnkey projects are also 
completed on a phased basis, which allows for payment to be made to the developer on comple-
tion of each individual phase.

19/02/2019WRDD05400Local Authority Housing Data

19/02/2019WRDD05500682. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of housing assistance payment, HAP, rental accommodation scheme, RAS, 
and social housing current expenditure programme, SHCEP, tenancies at the end of 2018; and 
the cost per scheme in that year in tabular form. [8374/19]

19/02/2019WRDD05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) was established in 2005 and requires local authori-
ties to meet the accommodation needs of people that are in receipt of Rent Supplement for 18 
months or longer, and who are assessed as having a long-term housing need.  As reflected in 
the following table, at the end of 2018, local authorities reported that there were 18,915 RAS 
tenancies in place, with total expenditure for the scheme in 2018 of just under €143.34 million.

Year      RAS contracts supported at end of 
year      

Expenditure   

2018 18,915 €143.34m

The Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) supports the delivery of so-
cial housing by providing financial support to local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies 
(AHBs) for the leasing of houses and apartments.  Properties made available under SHCEP are 
used to accommodate households from local authority waiting lists.  The number of properties 
supported through SHCEP at end 2018 was 11,684 and the total SHCEP spend in 2018 was  
€100.4 million. 

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme is a flexible and immediate housing sup-
port that is now available to all eligible households throughout the State. The details requested 
in respect of HAP for 2018 are set out in the following table:  

Year          Total Households supported by HAP (at 
end Q3 2018)   

Outturn (full year)

2018 43,443 €276.6m  

19/02/2019WRDD05700Local Authority Housing Maintenance

19/02/2019WRDD05800683. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if housing service plans (details supplied) have been agreed; and if not, the time-
frame for the compiling of the plans by each local authority. [8385/19]
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19/02/2019WRDD05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): The 
statutory position regarding Housing Services Plans is set out in sections 14 -18 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.  These provisions have not yet been commenced.

Section 14 requires that each housing authority make a Housing Services Plan setting out 
the objectives, which the housing authority considers to be reasonable and necessary for the 
provision of housing services having regard to the requirements of the housing strategy or strat-
egies relating to housing supports for its administrative area.

Housing Services are defined as, among other things:

- social housing support;

- affordable housing;

- the granting of shared ownership leases under section 3 of the Act of 1992;

- the sale, or consent to the sale, of a dwelling under section 90(1)(b) of the Principal Act to 
a person other than another housing authority;

- loans made under section 11 of the Act of 1992 or section 25(1) of the Housing (Traveller 
accommodation) Act 1998;

- grants for works of improvement or adaptation to houses under section 5 of the Act of 
1992;

- grants and other assistance for the provision of new houses or improvement works to 
houses under section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1979;

- services provided to homeless persons under section 10 of the Act of 1988;

- the provision of sites under section 57 of the Principal Act; and

- the management, maintenance and refurbishment of any dwelling, building or land of 
which the housing authority is the owner or which is under its management and control. 

The provisions allow for the making of a Housing Services Plan in draft form first, its cir-
culation to the Minister and other bodies (including Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) and the 
HSE  ) for comments, the preparation of a report for the elected members by the Chief Execu-
tive and the adoption of the Plan by the members, with or without modification.

The main priority in recent years has been to deliver on the Government’s Rebuilding Ire-
land Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, and it has not been necessary to commence 
the provisions of the 2009 Act referred to in order to achieve the delivery of the associated 
significantly increased and enhanced housing services by local authorities and AHBs. This is 
demonstrated by the level of social housing delivery achieved in 2018, exceeding the national 
target for the year by 6%.

Under section 94 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, each planning authority is 
required to include a housing strategy in its Development Plan, for the purpose of ensuring that 
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area provides for the housing of the 
existing and future population of the area in the manner set out in the strategy. All authorities 
have complied with this requirement.

A housing strategy takes into account a number of matters including: 

- the existing need and the likely future need for social and affordable housing,
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- the need to ensure that housing is available for persons who have different levels of in-
come,

- the need to ensure that a mixture of house types and sizes is developed to reasonably match 
the requirements of the different categories of households, including the special requirements of 
elderly persons and persons with disabilities, and

- the need to counteract undue segregation in housing between persons of different social 
backgrounds. 

It is also required to include an estimate of the amount of social and affordable housing re-
quired in the area of the development plan during the period of the plan.  

19/02/2019WRDD06000Local Authority Housing Maintenance

19/02/2019WRDD06100684. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if local authorities have drawn up a plan for refurbishing their housing stock (de-
tails supplied); if the reports will be provided; and if plans have not been drawn up, the time-
frame for the completion of same. [8386/19]

19/02/2019WRDD06200685. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if housing conditions (details supplied) have been resolved; and if a report con-
firming same will be provided. [8387/19]

19/02/2019WRDD06300686. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if a progress report on each of the regeneration programmes (details supplied) will 
be provided; the number of tenants that have benefitted from the regeneration programmes; and 
the number that remain in council accommodation awaiting regeneration. [8388/19]

19/02/2019WRDD06400687. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the steps that have been taken by local authorities to assess the adequacy and con-
dition of local authority housing (details supplied); and the enforcement actions taken against 
local authorities in relation to housing standards and conditions. [8389/19]

19/02/2019WRDD06500689. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if a survey of the condition of housing stock has been completed by local authori-
ties; if the report of same will be provided; and the further action taken to address the issues of 
concern raised in the decision by the European Committee of Social Rights (details supplied). 
[8391/19]

19/02/2019WRDD06600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 684 to 687, inclusive, and 689 together.

Local authorities are responsible, in the first instance, for the management and maintenance 
of their own housing stock under the Housing Acts, including responsive and planned main-
tenance and the identification of housing in need of upgrade, regeneration or adaptation.  My 
Department provides exchequer support to the local authorities across a number of programmes 
to support their work to maintain and improve their social housing stock but, in all cases, it is 
the local authorities that identify priority works.

The funding support from my Department to the local authorities to improve their social 
housing stock includes significant commitments under regeneration and energy retrofitting.  
Under the regeneration programme, local authorities are making significant progress in the ad-
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vancement of major programmes in areas including Dolphin House and St Teresa’s Gardens in 
Dublin, as well as in Limerick and Cork cities and a number of other areas.  In Dolphin House, 
where complaints had arisen previously regarding some housing conditions, 2018 saw the full 
refurbishment of 63 of the existing apartments alongside the construction of 37 newly built so-
cial homes for the residents of the area, with over €25 million in investment.  The regeneration 
programme there will continue into 2019 and beyond.   

The energy retrofitting programme has seen over 68,000 social houses and apartments being 
retrofitted to date, through some €128m of investment.  The programme aims to improve energy 
efficiency and comfort levels and address issues around fuel poverty.  These investments to 
improve the housing stock, with exchequer support, are additional to ongoing work and invest-
ment by the local authorities themselves.

I understand that stock condition surveys are now either completed, underway or in planning 
in a number of local authority areas, including Dublin City.  The extent to which the refurbish-
ment or upgrade to social housing is required, and the plans of local authorities to address this, 
will depend on the findings of the individual stock conditions surveys as they are completed.  
Some stock may require little or no upgrading and responsive maintenance will continue to be 
provided by all local authorities, as has been the case to date to address housing issues as they 
arise in the authorities’ social housing stock.  

The very significant investment currently being made in regeneration projects such as Dol-
phin House, which was specifically referenced in the complaint regarding social housing con-
ditions in Ireland made to the European Committee of Social Rights, is a key element of the 
Irish Government’s commitment to these issues.  Equally, the continued work of local authori-
ties in undertaking stock condition surveys and both responsive and planned maintenance pro-
grammes, as well as important programmes such as the Energy Retrofitting programme, also 
address the issues of concern raised with the European Committee of Social Rights.

19/02/2019WREE00400Rental Accommodation Standards

19/02/2019WREE00500688. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on whether there is a conflict of interest in cases in which the local au-
thority is both the enforcement agency and the landlord at the same time; and his plans to rectify 
the matter in the near future. [8390/19]

19/02/2019WREE00600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
understand that the Deputy is referring to the matter of standards in respect of social housing.

Minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards for 
Rented Houses) Regulations 2017, which also apply in the case of houses let by housing au-
thorities.  These specify requirements in relation to a range of matters, such as structural repair, 
sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural light, safety of gas, oil and electrical supply and 
fire.  All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with 
these Regulations.  Housing authorities are, of course, as landlords, required to comply with 
these Regulations.

If a person considers that he/she has been adversely affected by a local authority’s action, 
or lack of action, which he/she considers unfair or unreasonable, they can submit a formal 
complaint to their local authority.  The elected members of the local authority also exercise an 
oversight role in relation to the executive’s discharge of their functions.  If a person remains 
dissatisfied with the outcome of their engagement with the local authority, it is open to them to 
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make a complaint to the Ombudsman.

Question No. 689 answered with Question No. 684.

19/02/2019WREE00800Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WREE00900690. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts in his Department with 
a value in excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 
2016 to 2018 and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [8426/19]

19/02/2019WREE01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department has not engaged directly in any project costing €10 million or more in the period 
concerned.

Local authorities and bodies under the aegis of my Department enter into capital contracts 
in the course of their work, some of which is funded through the Department’s Vote.  As regards 
relevant contracts for which local authorities are responsible, information on expenditure and 
multi-annual capital commitments is set out in Note 2.9/2.10 to the Department’s Appropriation 
Accounts for the years 2016 and 2017 (Vote 34) which are published by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General and are available at https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/Publications by clicking on 
“Appropriation Accounts”.  The Department’s 2018 Appropriation Account will be published 
later this year.

In relation to water services projects, Irish Water has established a team to deal with queries 
from Oireachtas members on issues arising in relation to Irish Water’s activities.  The team may 
be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 578 578.

19/02/2019WREE01100Housing Issues

19/02/2019WREE01200691. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he plans to implement the recommendations of the Kenny report on the price of 
building land, particularly those recommendations which relate to the control of the price of 
land in view of the housing crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [8485/19]

19/02/2019WREE01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government has taken a multi-faceted approach to address the on-going structural con-
straints within the housing and residential land markets.  In overall terms, the key elements of 
the Government’s approach are set out in the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and 
Homelessness and the National Planning Framework, as part of Project Ireland 2040, building 
on the provisions of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, under which up to 10% 
of land for housing development is made available to local authorities at existing use value.

In terms of the strategic development of the State’s residential land bank, all local author-
ity sites were mapped on the Rebuilding Ireland land map, which is available at the following 
link: http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.  The map includes details 
of over 700 local authority and Housing Agency owned sites amounting to some 1,700 hect-
ares.  The map also includes some 30 sites (comprising circa 200 hectares) in the ownership of 
State or semi-State bodies.  These sites are being brought forward for social and mixed-tenure 
development.
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In order to incentivise the development of vacant and under-utilised sites in urban areas, 
the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced the vacant site levy.  Planning au-
thorities are empowered under the Act to apply a vacant site levy of 3% of the market value 
of relevant vacant sites subject to qualifying criteria.  In Budget 2019, the rate of the levy was 
increased to 7%.

The recently established Land Development Agency has an immediate focus on managing 
the State’s own lands to develop new homes, and regenerate under-utilised sites.  In the longer-
term it will assemble strategic land-banks from a mix of public and private lands, making these 
available for housing in a controlled manner which brings essential long-term stability to the 
Irish housing and residential land market.  It has an overarching objective to build 150,000 new 
homes over the next 20 years.

19/02/2019WREE01400Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WREE01500692. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of State contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year 
since 2011 to date in his Department or bodies under the aegis of his Department; the reason the 
lowest tender or bid was not chosen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [8804/19]

19/02/2019WREE01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The information requested in respect of the Department is being compiled and will be forward-
ed to the Deputy in accordance with Standing Orders. 

Arrangements have been put in place by each agency under the aegis of the Department to 
facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas.  The contact email 
addresses for each agency are set out as follows:

Agency E-mail address
An Bord Pleanála Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie
Ervia, Gas Networks Ireland oireachtas@ervia.ie
Housing Sustainable Communities Agency publicreps@housingagency.ie
Housing Finance Agency oireachtas.enquiries@hfa.ie
Irish Water oireachtasmembers@water.ie
Local Government Management Agency corporate@lgma.ie
Ordnance Survey Ireland Oireachtas@osi.ie
Property Registration Authority reps@prai.ie
Pyrite Resolution Board oireachtasinfo@pyriteboard.ie
Residential Tenancies Board OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie
Valuation Office oireachtas.enquiries@VALOFF.ie

19/02/2019WREE01700Wildlife Control

19/02/2019WREE01800693. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans in relation to the culling of seals (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7675/19]

19/02/2019WREE01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I re-
fer the Deputy to the replies provided in response to his previous questions, PQ31811/18 and 
PQ36101/18. 
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While seals are a protected species, my Department may issue licenses to cull individual 
problem seals, and affected persons can apply for such licenses.  My Department has no plans 
to undertake a general cull of seals. 

However, on 5th February 2019 representatives of my Department’s National Parks and 
Wildlife Service met in Killarney with fishermen and representatives of the commercial fishing 
industry based on the Dingle peninsula. 

The detailed discussions covered a broad range of issues including current inshore fishing 
practices and trends, seal predation, behaviour and numbers, as well as the by-catch of seals in 
fishing gear and the management of seal-fishery interactions.

At the meeting, NPWS undertook to further investigate solutions for deterring seal interac-
tions with static fishing gears and to continue their collaboration with the Marine Institute and 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to investigate such problems and their 
solutions in partnership with the fishing industry.

19/02/2019WREE02000Turf Cutting Compensation Scheme Eligibility

19/02/2019WREE02100694. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if the family of a person (details supplied) who applied for compensation under the turf 
cutting compensation scheme will qualify for compensation; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7726/19]

19/02/2019WREE02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan) (Deputy 
Josepha Madigan): An application for compensation under the cessation of turf cutting com-
pensation scheme was received by my Department from the individual referred to in the Depu-
ty’s Question.  With respect to 53 raised bog special areas of conservation sites, the qualifying 
criteria for the scheme are that:

- The applicant must have had a legal interest (ownership or a turbary right (right to cut 
turf)) in one of these sites on 25 May 2010 and must have had the right to cut and remove turf 
from the property on that date;

- The applicant must have been cutting turf on the land in question during the relevant five 
year period up to 31 December 2011;

- The turf resource on the site has not been exhausted; and

- No turf cutting or associated activity is ongoing on the property.   

A letter was issued from my Department requesting further information in relation to the 
application.  I am advised also that officials from my Department have recently been in contact 
with a view to progressing the case. 

My Department will be in a position to further process the application when the information 
requested has been received.

19/02/2019WREE02300Built Heritage Investment Scheme

19/02/2019WREE02400695. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the funding available in relation to the maintenance of Celtic crosses (details supplied); 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [7682/19]

19/02/2019WREE02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment is responsible for the care and conservation of Celtic crosses that are in my owner-
ship or guardianship as national monuments in accordance with the National Monuments Acts.  
They are maintained on a day-to-day basis by the Office of Public Works, in consultation with 
the Department.  Such monuments located within graveyards owned by local authorities are a 
matter for the local authorities concerned.  There is a requirement in all cases for Ministerial 
Consent under Section 14 of the National Monuments Act 1930 (as amended) with respect to 
works at or in the vicinity of any national monument. 

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through grant schemes which are generally administered by the local authorities. 

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) provides assistance for the repair and con-
servation of structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures.  It is designed to 
leverage private capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the country 
and to support the employment of skilled conservation professionals, tradespersons and crafts-
men and women.   

The Historic Structures Fund (HSF) (formerly the Structures at Risk Fund) is for conser-
vation and enhancement to heritage structures, in both private and public ownership, for the 
benefit of communities and the public.  

In November 2018, I announced a total of €4.3 million in funding for the BHIS and HSF for 
2019.  Both schemes were open for applications from 28 November to 31 January and applica-
tions will be assessed with successful applicants being notified in due course.  

While the closing date for the 2019 schemes has now passed, my Department will remain 
in contact with local authorities throughout the year to ensure the best possible use of funding, 
including by reallocating funds when, for example, projects do not go ahead.  

Full details of both of the schemes are available on my Department’s and local authorities’ 
websites. 

The Heritage Council, which my Department funds, also provides grants for the protection 
and preservation of our architectural heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council 
to decide how its funding should be allocated across the range of research, education and con-
servation programmes it supports.  Details are published by the Heritage Council on its website 
www.heritagecouncil.ie.

19/02/2019WREE02600Education Grants

19/02/2019WREE02700696. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
grants available for both mainstream and non-mainstream music education; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7989/19]

19/02/2019WREE02800697. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of non-mainstream music education bursary schemes for 2019; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [8150/19]

19/02/2019WREE02900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 696 and 697 together.



Questions - Written Answers

318

My Department, and the bodies under its aegis, provide a number of supports for music and 
musicians.   

The Arts Council is the principal agency through which current funding is channelled to 
artists and arts organisations and has a wide number of schemes and initiatives in support of 
music.  Details of the Council’s funding of schemes and initiatives for the particular support 
of music can be found on its websites at the following link http://www.artscouncil.ie/Arts-in-
Ireland/Music/.  These include funding for a number of bursaries including a music bursary 
award to support professional artists to develop their art practice.  I understand that applicants 
are only eligible to apply for such funding on reaching 18. 

The National Concert Hall (NCH) has a programme for Musicians and Music Students that 
offers a variety of initiatives to develop young musicians.  These include a range of competitive 
bursaries including the Young Musician’s Award for String Players, which is a fund of €10,000 
awarded every second year and which is open to players between the ages of 13 -17; the Ber-
nadette Greevy Bursary for singers, which is a €5,000 award, part-funded by the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht; and the Jerome Hynes Composition Competition, which is 
a €2,000 bursary for young composers.

Funding has been also provided to the Veronica Dunne International Singing Competition 
which is a triennial international classical singing competition held in Dublin.  This is an es-
tablished Irish musical event of international standing which invites the most talented young 
singers to compete on this global stage, with a star-studded Jury, international press coverage 
and exposure to the most influential people in the industry.

The NCH offers a wide range of other initiatives designed to foster the development of 
young musicians.  These include masterclasses and workshops presented by visiting artists; 
a development orchestra called SinfoNua; the Female Conductor Programme, a major new 
project encouraging women into the world of orchestral conducting; and a new summer pro-
gramme, the International Master Course, for high-level students and emerging professionals.  
For younger musicians, the NCH also partners with the Royal Irish Academy of Music on the 
Primary Ensemble Project, a programme supporting the development of music ensembles in 
primary schools.

In addition, Creative Ireland’s Creative Youth Plan, launched in December 2017, seeks to 
ensure that every child in Ireland has practical access to tuition, experience and participation in 
music, drama, art and coding by 2022.  This Plan is being led by my Department, the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Arts Coun-
cil, all working in partnership.  The Creative Schools programme is one of the key deliverables 
of the Creative Youth Plan.  Following an open application process, 150 schools were selected 
for the pilot in the school year running from 2018 to 2019.  These schools have approximately 
38,000 pupils.  Music is the focus of a number of the Creative Plans being developed by these 
schools in conjunction with their creative associates.

In addition to curricular provision for music at both primary and post-primary levels, the 
Department of Education and Skills currently supports the Music Generation initiatives, in re-
spect of a wide number of local Music Education Partnerships (MEPs).  I understand that Music 
Generation is being expanded nationwide over the period to 2022 and that they are currently in 
phase 2 of their three phase expansion plan. 

Under the National Creativity Fund, developed under the Creative Ireland Programme, I 
recently announced the foundation of the first national youth orchestra for disabled musicians 
in Ireland - Le Chéile.  This is a collaborative, inclusive and exciting step for the country’s 
musical youth; the orchestra will be developed through the Royal Irish Academy of Music’s 
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(RIAM). Le Chéile will develop musical ensembles for young disabled musicians in every 
province in Ireland, culminating in the foundation of the Open Youth Orchestra of Ireland                                                                                                                                          
(OYOI) – the very first of its kind in Europe.

Funding to local authorities, under the Creative Ireland Programme in 2018, resulted in over 
1200 events taking place across the county, of which over 120 were specially related to music 
events.  A large number of these were specifically for children and young people. 

In addition to the above, the following initiatives by my Department are targeted towards 
support for music.

- Annual funding is provided by my Department to Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCÉ) for 
its work in the protection and promotion of Irish traditional music and culture. CCÉ provides 
weekly classes at community level in all traditional instruments, singing, and dance through its 
network of centres and branches all over the country. 

- The National Folk Theatre, Siamsa Tire, which receives annual funding from my Depart-
ment, brings to life Irish folklore through music, song and dance.

- My Department provides funding for the purchase of equipment under the Music Capi-
tal Scheme to performing groups and individual talented musicians on an annual basis. The 
Scheme is managed by Music Network on behalf of my Department. 

- Culture Ireland, provides supports for Irish artists and musicians to travel abroad and de-
velop their careers.  

I would also add that my Department provides funding to many different orchestras. In 
terms of music and ensuring that it is a vital part of cultural life in Ireland, my department pro-
vides funding for the cross border orchestra of Ireland and the peace proms. The Department 
provides annual funding to the Cross-Border Orchestra Peace Proms in which 20,000 children 
from 250 schools across the island of Ireland participate. The Proms provide a vital platform for 
young people to showcase their musical talent.

The Deputy may also note that  last October  I announced, with the Minister of State for 
Higher Education, Mary Mitchell O’Connor TD, joint funding of €9 million for the Royal 
Irish Academy of Music (RIAM) to assist in the re-development of its historic Westland Row 
premises. This is capital funding  and is being provided under the National Development Plan 
2018-2027 which commits to exchequer investments of €1.2 billion in our cultural heritage and 
€2.2 billion in Ireland’s higher education infrastructure over the coming decade. In this case 
my Department  is allocating €3m to the project, with the Department of Education and Skills 
allocating €6m, to give a total exchequer contribution of €9m.

Support for music and musicians will continue to be a key focus of the supports provided 
by my Department and its agencies, and more broadly by Government in the context of the 
Creative Ireland programme.

19/02/2019WREE03100Architectural Heritage

19/02/2019WREE03200698. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht her 
plans for the restoration of a building (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8334/19]

19/02/2019WREE03300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My role 
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as Minister with regard to the protection and management of our architectural heritage is set out 
in the provisions of relevant legislation, as are the role of local authorities and the responsibili-
ties of owners. 

The buildings referred to by the Deputy are in local authority ownership.  In relation to the 
first building, I understand the local authority is working to assess the potential to redevelop and 
find a long term sustainable use for it.  As part of this process I am informed that an appraisal of 
the building was carried out by consultants on behalf of the local authority, a public consultation 
was held and a report was presented to the local authority in April 2018.  

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through the Historical Structures Fund (HSF) and the Built Heritage Investment 
Scheme (BHIS), which are administered by local authorities.  This year I have allocated €1.8m 
and €2.5m respectively to these schemes. 

While the closing date for the 2019 schemes has now passed, my Department will remain in 
contact with local authorities throughout the year to ensure the best possible use of funding, in-
cluding by reallocating funds when, for example, projects do not go ahead.  Full details of both 
of the schemes are available on my Department’s website and on each local authority’s website.  
The building in question, a very fine one indeed, is in the ownership of the local authority and 
it is a matter for it in the first instance.

I provided funding of €1m in 2018, and again in 2019 for the Historic Towns Initiative 
(HTI), which is a joint initiative of my Department and the Heritage Council.  The HTI sup-
ported six historic towns in 2018 in carrying out significant heritage regeneration projects.  I 
understand that the local authority applied for and was awarded funding under the HTI 2018 
for works to the one of the buildings mentioned by the Deputy, but the application was later 
withdrawn by the local authority pending their consideration of a long term plan for the future 
of the building. 

In terms of future funding, Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027 
represents a major capital investment scheme of €1.2 billion over the next 10 years, which will 
include increased investment in protecting and celebrating our built heritage across the country.  
More details on the commencement and completion dates for projects and programmes, as well 
as the timing of the expenditure in relation to them, will emerge as we go through the process 
of appraisal and planning as required under the Public Spending Code.

19/02/2019WREE03400Oidhreacht

699. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an raibh aon chomhráití aici leis an Aire Gnóthaí Eachtracha agus Trádála maidir le hiarratas 
a dhéanamh chuig na hÚdaráis sa Vatacán chun iarracht eile a dhéanamh teacht ar chnámha 
Aoidh Uí Neill i Séipéal San Pietro sa Róimh, mar gheall ar an tábhacht stairiúil a bhaineann le 
hAodh Ó Néill; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [8409/19]

19/02/2019WREE03600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Bhí clár comórtha speisialta ann ag comóradh 400 bliain ó ‘Eitilt na n-Iarlaí’. 
Eagraíodh imeachtaí ar fud na hÉireann, trasna na hEorpa agus chríochnaigh an clár sa Róimh.

Tá fhios agam nach raibh rath ar na hiarrachtaí chun aon iarsmaí de chuid Aodh Ó Néill 
in eaglais Naomh Pietro a aimsiú agus a aithint. Níl aon phleananna ag an am seo le haghaidh 
cuardaigh eile.
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19/02/2019WREE03700Departmental Contracts Data

19/02/2019WREE03800700. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her attention has been drawn to cost overruns on contracts within her Department with a value 
in excess of €10 million that came in more than 10% over budget in each of the years 2016 
to 2018 and to date in 2019; if so, the details of same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [8419/19]

19/02/2019WREE03900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ad-
vised that Phase 3 of the Master Development Plan of the National Gallery of Ireland, including 
refurbishment of the Dargan and Milltown Wings, was completed in 2017. 

The initial estimated cost of this project  in 2010 was €25.8 million.  Following the com-
mencement of work in 2011 and taking account of unexpected structural issues encountered 
during the build, projected costs were revised to €31.4m.

Taking into account inflation during the course of the project the final cost came to €31.7 
million, an increase of €5.9m or 23% over the initial 2010 estimate, of which my Department 
contributed €16 million, with a further €3.6m provided by the OPW and €12.1m provided by 
the National Gallery of Ireland from its own non-exchequer resources .

The final costs is subject to residual claims which have yet to be finalised.  As the Deputy 
will appreciate, where the settlement of residual claims is ongoing, it would be inappropriate 
for me to comment publicly pending the resolution of such claims.

19/02/2019WREE04000Departmental Expenditure

19/02/2019WREE04100701. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the salary budget allocated by her Department and all agencies under her aegis in each 
of the years January 2015 to December 2018; the drawdown of same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [8446/19]

19/02/2019WREE04200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Ex-
chequer Pay allocation for my Department and the bodies under its aegis for each of the years 
2015 to 2018 are included in the Annual Revised Estimates for the years in question published 
at https://www.per.gov.ie/en/rev/.  The exchequer pay outturn for 2015, 2016, and 2017 for my 
Department and the bodies under its aegis are contained in the Annual Appropriation Account, 
published by the Comptroller and Auditor General at https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/Find-Report/
Publications/Appropriation%20Accounts/.  The 2018 exchequer pay outturn for my Depart-
ment and the bodies under its aegis will be contained in my Department’s 2018 Appropriation 
Account which will be published by the Comptroller and Auditor General later this year.

19/02/2019WREE04300Public Procurement Contracts Data

19/02/2019WREE04400702. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of State contracts that were not awarded to the lowest tender or bid in each year since 
2011 to date in her Department or bodies under the aegis of her Department; the reason the 
lowest tender or bid was not chosen; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [8802/19]

19/02/2019WREE04500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I wish to 
confirm to the Deputy that both my Department and those bodies under its aegis are subject to 
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Public Procurement Procedures as set out by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  
These are available on the Office of Government Procurement’s website at www.ogp.gov.ie.

Within this context I would also advise the Deputy that the normal practice is for contracts 
to be awarded on the basis of the most economically advantageous tender received by reference 
to predefined criteria rather than on the criterion of lowest cost.

In light of the large volume of information requested by the Deputy, arrangements are being 
made for the information requested to be collated and forwarded to the Deputy in line with the 
timelines set out in Standing Orders.


