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     Questions Nos. 1 to 13, inclusive, answered orally.

14/02/2019WRA00400Digital Services Tax

14/02/2019WRA0050014. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the discussions he has had with the 
EU member states and the European Commission in respect of proposals on the development 
of a digital tax; if he has been consulted by EU member states on digital tax proposals; his as-
sessment of the impact of such a tax on Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7362/19]

14/02/2019WRA00600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the 
Commission proposal for an interim Digital Services Tax, which imposes a 3% levy on the 
turnover of certain companies’ digital activities, was discussed extensively last year among 
Member States – both at a technical and political level.  

In December the proposal was brought before ECOFIN for political decision where it was 
clear that a number of Member States did not support its adoption. At the meeting, France and 
Germany unexpectedly tabled an amended proposal which in essence restricted the scope of the 
proposal to cover only digital advertising. My fellow Ministers and I agreed that we would need 
time to assess this new proposal and would return to the matter once we had done so.

I have had various conversations with my fellow Ministers about the proposal and the De-
cember ECOFIN was held in public session.  I expect that the issue will again be discussed by 
Ministers at the March ECOFIN. 

The new proposal fails to address the principled concerns I have consistently expressed 
about a proposed EU Digital tax – principally that it is based on taxing revenues rather than 
profits. In fact, the restricted nature of the proposal merely intensifies the concerns that this 
could be perceived as targeting specific companies and has the potential to aggravate tensions 
in the international trading arena.  While the Directive has therefore not been agreed, a number 
of Member States have announced that they are moving ahead with their own plans for domes-
tic digital taxes. 

It should be recalled that all EU Member States support solutions for taxation of the digital 
economy to be reached globally at the OECD, and I do not believe that Europe should move 
ahead of or in a different direction to the work being done at OECD. This work is well under 
way and a public consultation is now underway giving stakeholders a chance to contribute to 
this work.  

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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14/02/2019WRA00700NAMA Social Housing Provision

14/02/2019WRA0080015. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to use the surplus 
from NAMA to invest in the real economy, including social and affordable housing; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7342/19]

14/02/2019WRA00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that subject 
to current market conditions prevailing NAMA projects a surplus in the region of €3.5bn to 
be returned to the State once it completes its work. The realisation of this surplus depends on 
the redemption of NAMA’s remaining subordinated debt by March 2020 and completion of its 
Dublin Docklands SDZ and residential funding programmes. 

As per section 60(2) of the NAMA Act 2009, NAMA must first use surplus funds to redeem 
and cancel its senior and subordinated debt. The Agency announced in October 2017 that it had 
redeemed all of its €30.2bn in Senior Debt which was guaranteed by the State and since April 
2018 it has commenced the redemption of its €1.6bn in subordinated debt. Surplus funds may 
only be returned to the Central Fund once NAMA’s debt has been redeemed in full, which is 
expected to be in 2020. Following this NAMA will be in a position to start transferring its ex-
pected €3.5bn surplus to the Exchequer.

Any NAMA surplus paid, while Exchequer positive, will not impact the general govern-
ment balance, in line with Eurostat rules. It will be a decision for the Government as to how any 
surplus returned by NAMA will be utilised within the framework of the fiscal rules at that time. 
The intention has always been to use such receipts from the resolution of the financial sector 
crisis to pay down our national debt and reduce our debt servicing costs. 

In the meantime NAMA is making a significant contribution to housing supply where it is 
in a position to do so. NAMA’s residential funding programme is expected to fund the comple-
tion of 20,000 residential units by the end of 2020. NAMA is on track to meet this target with 
over 9,700 delivered directly and 3,400 indirectly at the end of 2018. In addition, NAMA has an 
established policy of identifying to Local Authorities and approved housing bodies, properties 
within its portfolio which may be suitable for social housing. To date nearly 7,000 such proper-
ties have been identified, with demand confirmed for 2,717 and 2,475 delivered or committed. 
Part of this delivery has been through NAMA’s innovative National Asset Residential Property 
Services (NARPS) model, which has purchased over 1,350 properties from NAMA debtors and 
leased them on for social housing.

14/02/2019WRA01000Brexit Preparations

14/02/2019WRA0110016. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the Revenue 
Commissioners will ensure the integrity of the Single Market while also ensuring there is no 
hard border in the event of a hard Brexit. [7344/19]

14/02/2019WRA01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The EU and Ireland have stated that 
they are determined in the context of Brexit, deal or ‘no deal’, to avoid the need for a hard bor-
der on the island of Ireland. In a ‘no deal’ scenario, intensive discussions between the Govern-
ment, the EU Commission and EU partners will be required regarding the movement of goods 
North-South and the protecting of the EU’s Single Market and Ireland’s place in it. I am assured 
by Revenue that they will provide whatever technical expertise and assistance is required by the 
Government to facilitate those discussions.

I am advised by Revenue that their preparations do not include any plans for infrastructure 
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at the border with Northern Ireland. This is in line with the Government’s position in the matter. 
The Deputy will be aware that the Revenue Chairman, Niall Cody, set out this position clearly 
when he and Revenue officials appeared before the Joint Committee on Finance, Public Expen-
diture and Reform, and Taoiseach on 24 January 2019.

14/02/2019WRA01300Insurance Data

14/02/2019WRA0140017. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the details of the analysis 
carried out regarding the treatment of policyholders in the aftermath of Storms Emma and 
Ophelia; the number of policyholders impacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7368/19]

14/02/2019WRA01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In the wake of Storms Ophelia and 
Emma last year, I understand that Minister of State Michael D’Arcy TD requested officials 
to look at how insurance claims were managed.  His request arose on foot of some negative 
feedback that the Minister of State had received from policyholders regarding delays in claims 
being processing in relation to these storms.

In this context, Minister of State D’Arcy and officials met directly with a number of the 
largest insurance companies operating in the State to discuss their individual responses as well 
as to seek information with regard to how the claims process was handled since the storms.  
The meetings also provided an opportunity for the issues that the Minister of State had received 
feedback on to be set out to the various insurance companies.  Meetings also took place with 
representatives of loss assessors and a number of insurance brokers from an area which was 
heavily impacted by Storm Emma.  Following these meetings, a summary of the key points 
raised during the meetings on the factors that had influenced the speed at which claims may 
have been settled was prepared.  This document was presented to the Minister of State for his 
consideration and in response he has asked that the concerns expressed be further examined by 
members of the CIWG over the coming weeks.

Finally, it is important to note that my Department does not collect the type of information 
being sought by the Deputy regarding the numbers of policyholders impacted after Storm Oph-
elia and Storm Emma.  I understand however from Insurance Ireland data provided to my De-
partment in June 2018 that there were approximately 11,900 respective claims arising from the 
storms, which gives the Deputy a sense of the scale of the numbers of policyholders impacted.

14/02/2019WRA01600Insurance Costs

14/02/2019WRA0170018. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the measures that have been 
taken to meet and engage with insurance companies here regarding excessive premiums being 
charged to consumers, particularly in counties Cavan and Monaghan. [7275/19]

14/02/2019WRA0180043. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Finance the measures taken to meet and 
engage with insurance companies regarding excessive premiums being charged to consumers, 
particularly in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7359/19]

14/02/2019WRA01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 18 
and 43 together.

As outlined to the Deputy in previous PQs (including PQs 48424, 43997, 40257, 34064, 
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30683), stakeholder consultation formed the foundation upon which the Reports of the Cost 
of Insurance Working Group and their recommendations were developed.  This consultation 
process involved a wide range of stakeholders representing the different voices within this sec-
tor, including representative bodies, the major individual motor insurance providers and inter-
est groups.  The impact of excessive premiums being charged to consumers from all counties 
across the country was a feature of this engagement process with industry.  

In addition, my officials regularly raise specific issues affecting consumers across the coun-
try during their ongoing engagement with Insurance Ireland. Furthermore, I understand, Minis-
ter of State D’Arcy with responsibility for insurance matters, has met separately with represen-
tatives from insurance companies and other stakeholders in relation to a number of issues. The 
problems resulting from high insurance premiums have been discussed during these engage-
ments.

Quarterly progress updates on the implementation of the Report on the Cost of Motor In-
surance and the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance provide more 
detailed information on the implementation of each of the recommendations and actions.  The 
seventh quarterly update was published in November and is available on the Department’s web-
site while the eighth quarterly report is currently being prepared. 

It should be noted that the Working Group will continue to focus on putting into place the 
measures proposed in its two Reports.  It is envisaged that the full implementation of all the 
recommendations from both Reports cumulatively, with the appropriate levels of commitment 
and cooperation from all relevant stakeholders, can achieve the objectives of delivering fairer 
premiums for consumers and businesses, and a more stable and competitive insurance market.

In this regard, it should be noted that the most recent CSO data (for December 2018) indi-
cates that private motor insurance premiums have decreased by 22.16% since peaking in July 
2016.  While it is accepted that premiums are still at a high level for many people, such statistics 
indicate at least a greater degree of stability in the market on an overall basis. 

14/02/2019WRA02000Brexit Preparations

14/02/2019WRA0210019. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the key areas adminis-
tered by his Department in which emergency legislation may be necessary in the event of a no-
deal Brexit; if such legislation has been prepared and is ready to be presented to the Houses of 
the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7154/19]

14/02/2019WRA02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government remains firmly of the 
view that ratifying the Withdrawal Agreement, agreed between the EU and the UK, remains the 
best way to ensure an orderly UK exit from the EU.  A ‘no deal’ Brexit is the worst possible out-
come and would not be in the interests of the UK, Ireland or the EU, and dealing with it would 
be an exercise in damage limitation.

While ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement is still the Government’s preferred out-
come, it has also put in place a series of measures, both nationally and in conjunction with the 
EU, in preparation for the possibility that the UK fails to agree a deal for its departure from the 
EU on 29 March 2019. 

At its meeting on 11 December 2018, the Government decided to give greater immediate 
priority to the preparations for a no deal Brexit. This work is being co-ordinated by the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach in collaboration with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and 
involves all Government Departments and agencies.  Given the proximity of the date of Brexit, 
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contingency planning has moved to taking actions to mitigate the risks of a no deal Brexit, 
without prejudice to the Government’s priority of finalising the ratification of the Withdrawal 
Agreement. This includes putting the necessary legislation in place.

On 24 January, the Government published the General Scheme for the Miscellaneous Provi-
sions (Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union on 29 March 2019) Bill. 
The Scheme focuses on those areas that need to be addressed urgently and immediately through 
primary legislation to protect our citizens and to support the economy, enterprise and jobs, par-
ticularly in key economic sectors.

The elements of the General Scheme which relate to my areas of responsibility are parts 6, 
7 and 8 as follows:

In Part 6, legislative amendments are proposed for Income Tax, Capital Tax, Corporation 
Tax and Stamp Duty legislation in order to ensure continuity for business and citizens in rela-
tion to current access to certain taxation reliefs and allowances, and the retention of a number 
of anti-avoidance provisions in the event that the UK is no longer a member of the EU/EEA.

In Part 7, legislative measures are proposed to support the implementation of the European 
Commission’s equivalence decision under the Central Securities Depositories (CSD) Regula-
tion providing continuity for the settlement of trading in Irish equities.

In Part 8, legislative measures are proposed to provide for a temporary run-off regime, 
which, subject to a number of conditions, will enable insurance undertakings and intermediaries 
to continue to fulfil contractual obligations to their Irish customers for a period of three years 
after the date of the withdrawal of the UK from the EU.  

In addition, at the Government meeting on 5 February, the Cabinet also approved a number 
of further tax proposals including the introduction of Postponed Accounting for VAT in order to 
alleviate cash flow impacts for business, and amendments to Section 56 VAT relief authorisa-
tions to mitigate the potential for abuse.

It is intended to publish the full text of the Bill on 22 February 2019 and as the timelines are 
tight for the necessary ratification, the Government will work very closely with all Opposition 
parties in the Oireachtas and all members of the Dáil and Seanad in ensuring that the necessary 
no deal Brexit related legislation will be in place before the 29 March. 

14/02/2019WRA02300Tax Code

14/02/2019WRA0240020. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the way in which he plans 
to resolve the issues raised by unmarried persons regarding the perceived unfairness of the in-
heritance tax system by which there is an overarching emphasis placed on marriage and persons 
who are not married placed at a disadvantage. [7357/19]

14/02/2019WRA02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is a long-held principle of inheritance 
tax that transfers of property between spouses are exempt. All inheritances taken by a spouse 
from his or her spouse since January 1985 are exempt from tax and are not taken into account 
in computing tax. The spousal exemption from inheritance tax was extended to civil partners 
with effect from 1 January 2011. 

As a result of the full tax exemption that applies, spouses and civil partners are not included 
in any of the tax-free Group thresholds and inheritances between spouses and civil partners 
are not counted for the purposes of aggregating lifetime inheritances. There are three separate 
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Group thresholds based on the relationship of the beneficiary to the disponer. The Group A 
threshold (currently €320,000) applies, inter alia, where the beneficiary is a child (including 
adopted child, step-child and certain foster children) or minor child of a deceased child of the 
disponer. The Group B threshold (currently €32,500) applies where the beneficiary is a brother, 
sister, a nephew, a niece or lineal ancestor or lineal descendant of the disponer. The Group C 
threshold (currently €16,250) applies in all other cases. 

Any prior inheritance received by a beneficiary since 5 December 1991 from within the 
same Group threshold is aggregated for the purposes of determining whether any tax is payable 
on a benefit. Where a person receives inheritances that are in excess of their relevant tax-free 
threshold, CAT at a rate of 33% applies on the excess over the tax-free threshold.

While single individuals may not bequeath property free of inheritance tax under the spouse 
or civil partner exemption, they may bequeath property or assets to individuals free from in-
heritance tax provided the value of the property or assets does not exceed the relevant tax-free 
Group thresholds when previous bequests to the individual are taken into account.  

In addition, single individuals can avail of the ‘dwelling house exemption’ to bequeath their 
principal private residence, generally the most substantial asset owned by an individual, free 
from inheritance tax which allows for property to be inherited tax-free irrespective of its value 
where the beneficiary is already living in the house subject to certain conditions. 

Agricultural property and relevant business property of a single individual can also be be-
queathed with a significant 90% reduction in their taxable values under the Agricultural Relief 
and Business Relief schemes where the relevant conditions are met.

To the extent that there are differences in the tax treatment of the different categories of 
couples, across relevant tax heads including inheritance tax, such differences arise from the 
objective of dealing with different types of circumstances while at the same time respecting 
the constitutional requirement to protect the institution of marriage. Therefore any change in 
the tax treatment of cohabiting couples in respect of inheritance as with other taxes could only 
be addressed in the broader context of future social and legal policy development in relation to 
such couples.

14/02/2019WRA02600Brexit Preparations

14/02/2019WRA0270021. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken to date 
and plans to take in preparation for post-Brexit customs checks at ports here, specifically Ross-
lare Europort; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7267/19]

14/02/2019WRA02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that, in 
keeping with their role and responsibilities, they are strongly focused on facilitating the effi-
cient and timely movement of legitimate trade, post Brexit. 

During 2018, Revenue chaired an Inter-Departmental group which was established to con-
sider the adequacy of port and airport infrastructure and facilities, post-Brexit. The group in-
cluded representatives from Revenue; the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine; the 
Department of Health; the HSE’s Environmental Health Service; the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport; the OPW; the Department of Justice; and An Garda Síochána.  

In relation to Rosslare Europort, the group identified the infrastructural requirements in-
cluding service and accommodation requirements. Following a Government Decision in Sep-
tember 2018, the OPW were tasked with leading the engagement with relevant stakeholders, 
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with a view to ensuring that the necessary additional infrastructure for both the central case and 
the no-deal scenarios becomes operational in a timely manner. This work is ongoing towards 
having the necessary temporary facilities in place to cater for a no-deal scenario in March 2019 
as well as permanent facilities in place by 1 January 2021. 

As regards staffing and resources, I am advised that Revenue are on track to have appointed 
over 400 additional staff nationally to customs and related roles for Brexit during the period 
September 2018 to 29 March 2019. 30 of these additional 400 staff are being assigned to Ross-
lare Europort. These additional staff will bring the total Revenue staff in Rosslare EuroPort to 
approximately 50 by 29 March 2019.  

I am also advised that on 30 January, Revenue, together with Department of Agriculture 
Food and the Marine, hosted a Customs Brexit Information seminar in Wexford town. This was 
part of an extensive trader engagement program where they contacted traders who trade with 
the UK highlighting the Brexit-related Revenue supports and inviting them to a series of Rev-
enue Brexit seminars. The seminars provide traders with the opportunity to speak directly with 
Revenue experts across a range of specific Customs themes as well as with experts from other 
Government Departments. Revenue will continue its engagement with and support of trade and 
business providing them with timely information in relation to unfolding political and policy 
developments.

14/02/2019WRA02900National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

14/02/2019WRA0300022. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance if the national surplus reserve fund 
will be used to fund cost overruns at the national children’s hospital. [7350/19]

14/02/2019WRA03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The “National Surplus (Exceptional 
Contingencies) Reserve Fund” which is also referred to as the Rainy Day Fund, is intended to 
be an economic buffer available for drawdown in the event of a sharp economic downturn. It is 
intended to allow the Government of the day to mitigate the effects of such a downturn. 

The aim in establishing the Fund is that in the event of a future shock, we can maintain ex-
penditure programmes, and capital programmes in particular. Maintaining capital investment 
will have demand and supply side benefits by supporting employment and future productive 
capacity, and it will also help us escape the self-perpetuating recessionary cycle of a sudden 
economic shock.

The National Surplus (Reserve Fund for Exceptional Contingencies) Bill passed 2nd Stage 
recently Thursday, 31 January. Section 9 of the Bill sets out the criteria for drawdown of the 
Fund.

The first element of the criteria for drawdown is that the Minister for Finance of the day 
must be satisfied on reasonable grounds that drawdown is necessary to:

- remedy or mitigate exceptional circumstances, or;

- prevent potential serious damage to the financial system in the State, or;

- support major structural reforms with long-term positive budgetary effects. 

Indicators to establish whether “exceptional circumstances” exist could include factors such 
as a sharp and significant increase in unemployment, or a dramatic fall-off in tax receipts. 

The Bill proposes a clear role for the Oireachtas in that money will not be paid out other than 
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pursuant to a Dáil resolution passed on foot of a proposal from the Minister for Finance. The 
Minister for Finance must also consult with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
before deciding whether to make the proposal.            

Unfortunately, we cannot predict with any great certainty what will trigger a future eco-
nomic shock. What is certain is that there are external risks and challenges.  The issue of cost 
overruns in the building of the National Children’s Hospital, while a matter of grave concern, 
and one which must be addressed, would not be considered “exceptional circumstances” under 
the criteria proposed for the “National Surplus (Exceptional Contingencies) Reserve Fund”.

14/02/2019WRA03200Irish Fiscal Advisory Council Reports

14/02/2019WRA0330023. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the response issued to 
the November 2018 fiscal assessment report by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council; if he and his 
officials have met the council to discuss its critique of his fiscal stance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7153/19]

14/02/2019WRA03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm for the Deputy that my 
formal response to the November 2018 Fiscal Assessment Report (FAR) issued to the Irish 
Fiscal Advisory Council on 23rd January 2019. In keeping with established practice, a copy of 
the response was also published on my Department’s website. Given its independent nature, 
I do not as a matter of course hold formal meetings with the Council. However, in terms of 
parliamentary scrutiny of the Budget, last month I attended a meeting of the Oireachtas Budget 
Oversight Committee to discuss the Council’s November FAR. This allowed for a positive ex-
change with Committee members around some of the main issues arising from Budget 2019, as 
well as the assessment report. 

In terms of the Council’s assessment of the fiscal stance, I note that the Council assessed the 
Irish economy to be operating at close to potential and that the outlook remains broadly posi-
tive. This is an assessment that is broadly similar to that of my own Department. I undoubtedly 
share the Council’s views on the risks facing the economy and the current uncertainties arising 
from the external environment has been a significant part of my decision to target a balanced 
budget this year. Indeed, it is important to stress that a surplus of about ½ per cent of GDP 
would have been in prospect had the Government not decided to increase capital expenditure by 
almost a quarter this year, which in turn will boost the productive capacity and further enhance 
the resilience of the economy.  

 Finally, it is also worth noting that the European Commission which has responsibility for 
assessing our compliance with the fiscal rules, assessed Budget 2019 as being compliant with 
the fiscal rules. This is a positive endorsement of the Government’s budgetary policy and the 
underlying fiscal stance we have adopted as part of Budget 2019. 

14/02/2019WRA03500Carbon Tax Implementation

14/02/2019WRA0360024. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans for carbon taxa-
tion; if the fee and dividend approach recently outlined recently is the preferred option for these 
taxes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7152/19]

14/02/2019WRA0370046. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance his views on plans to increase the 
carbon tax; if his attention has been drawn to studies from Canada (details supplied) that sug-
gest such policies do not reduce CO2 emissions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[3310/19]

14/02/2019WRA03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 24 
and 46 together.

Decisions in relation to the carbon tax take place as part of the annual budgetary process.   

The Energy and Environmental Taxes paper prepared annually for the Tax Strategy Group 
contains analysis on the carbon tax to help inform budget decisions. The Tax Strategy Group 
papers are available to read on the Department of Finance website.  

The Deputy will also be aware that the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action is 
currently considering the report and recommendations of the Citizens Assembly regarding mea-
sures to tackle climate change, including in relation to the carbon tax. The final report of the 
Committee is expected to be published soon and this will be taken into consideration as part of 
the budgetary process surrounding any potential changes to the carbon tax rate.

14/02/2019WRB00200Tax Collection

14/02/2019WRB0030025. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance the most recent figures available 
for tax payments that are six months and one year in arrears; the highest amount in arrears for 
each tax heading; the amount of taxes outstanding as of 31 January 2019; and the amount he 
deems to be unrecoverable. [7364/19]

14/02/2019WRB00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the total 
amount of tax debt at 31 January 2019 is €4,318m. However, this figure includes €3,235m of 
debt that is under appeal with the Tax Appeals Commission and €114m of Insolvency Debt, 
which is not available to Revenue to collect.  

The remaining €969m is regarded as a more accurate indicator of actual debt that is avail-
able to Revenue for collection. The breakdown of this amount includes €410m that is outstand-
ing for less than 6 months, €87m that is outstanding for between six months and 12 months and 
€472m that is outstanding for longer than 12 months. 

Due to the requirement to protect taxpayer confidentiality, it is not possible for Revenue to 
provide information on the ‘highest amount in arrears for each tax heading’ as requested by the 
Deputy. Revenue has however provided me with additional detailed tabular analysis of the debt 
available for collection position, which I am happy to provide to the Deputy. 

Debt Available for Collection €m

Age of 
Debt

IT DIRT CT CGT PAYE PRSI USC RCT VAT CAT ELEVY ATT Total

1 Year 
and 
Over

€207 €0 €13 €31 €21 €31 €5 €7 €135 €22 €0 €0 €472

6 
Months 
and 
Over

€228 €0 €15 €34 €31 €42 €7 €8 €171 €24 €0 €0 €559

&lt; 6 
Months

€119 €0 €22 €19 €52 €62 €10 €2 €90 €35 €0 €0 €410

Debt Available for Collection €m
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Year IT DIRT CT CGT PAYE PRSI USC RCT VAT CAT ELEVY ATT Total

Over 10 
Years

€24 €0 €1 €7 €4 €6 €0 €3 €19 €0 €0 €0 €65

9-10 
Years

€3 €0 €0 €1 €0 €0 €0 €0 €3 €0 €0 €0 €8

8-9 
Years

€9 €0 €0 €5 €1 €1 €0 €0 €7 €2 €0 €0 €25

7-8 
Years

€9 €0 €0 €2 €1 €2 €0 €0 €8 €1 €0 €0 €22

6-7 
Years

€11 €0 €0 €2 €1 €2 €0 €0 €9 €1 €0 €0 €26

5-6 
Years

€15 €0 €4 €2 €1 €2 €0 €0 €11 €1 €0 €0 €37

4-5 
Years

€28 €0 €2 €2 €2 €3 €1 €0 €12 €2 €0 €0 €51

3-4 
Years

€34 €0 €2 €2 €3 €4 €1 €0 €15 €3 €0 €0 €64

2-3 
Years

€30 €0 €1 €5 €3 €4 €1 €0 €19 €4 €0 €0 €67

1-2 
Years

€44 €0 €3 €3 €6 €7 €2 €1 €33 €10 €0 €0 €109

6-12 
Months

€21 €0 €2 €2 €9 €12 €2 €1 €35 €2 €0 €0 €87

3-6 
Months

€46 €0 €10 €3 €3 €1 €1 €2 €40 €5 €0 €0 €110

2-3 
Months

€55 €0 €2 €7 €1 €1 €0 €0 €14 €26 €0 €0 €108

1-2 
Months

€8 €0 €5 €2 €3 €2 €1 €0 €25 €2 €0 €0 €48

Under 1 
Month

€10 €0 €5 €6 €45 €58 €8 €0 €10 €2 €0 €0 €145

Totals €347 €0 €37 €52 €83 €105 €17 €10 €260 €59 €0 €0 €969

Note – Total columns may not tot due to rounding

14/02/2019WRB00500Tax Code

14/02/2019WRB0060026. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Finance if he will request the Rev-
enue Commissioners to protect the flat rate expenses for lower paid workers such as shop as-
sistants, due to cease in 2020. [7277/19]

14/02/2019WRB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the 
administration of the tax code is exclusively a matter for Revenue.  Section 101 Ministers and 
Secretaries (Amendment) Act 2011 specifically provides that the Revenue Commissioners are 
independent in the performance of their functions under, or for the purposes of, tax laws.  Con-
sequently, I am precluded from giving any direction or instruction to Revenue in this regard. 
Any changes in practice to the Flat Rate Expense (FRE) regime are a matter for Revenue. 

I am advised by Revenue that it is not intended to further review the FRE categories already 
identified as not meeting the statutory requirement for tax deduction set out in section 114 Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997.  The purpose of the FRE review is to ensure that the expenses granted 
to each employment category remain justified and appropriate to modern day employments and 
work practices.  Each category will be examined separately in light of the legislative require-
ments.  Only those categories which meet the criteria for deduction in the legislation will be in 
a position to retain a FRE.  It is intended to have the review completed for all categories by the 
end of 2019.

Revenue has confirmed there is no change to the implementation date of 1 January 2020 for 
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any changes that may be made to the FRE regime, to ensure the changes do not impact on any 
specific group earlier than the rest.  

14/02/2019WRB00800Help-To-Buy Scheme

14/02/2019WRB0090027. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend the help-
to-buy scheme for properties bought after 2019; and the cost of the scheme to date. [7343/19]

14/02/2019WRB01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware, section 
477C of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides that the Help to Buy incentive (HTB) will 
expire on 31 December 2019. 

As of 31 January 2019, Revenue received 23,517 applications for HTB and 10,618 claims 
had been made, of which 10,107 had been approved.  The total estimated cost to the Exchequer 
of these verified claims is €147 million, of which €18.2 million represents retrospective claims 
(home purchases and self-builds in the period 19 July to 31 December 2016. 

HTB has been subject to two formal reviews since its introduction, both carried out by In-
decon Economic Consultants. The most recent of these, published in October 2018, concluded 
as follows:

- Prices:   While there may have been a very small increase in prices attributable to the in-
troduction of the incentive, the primary driver of house prices remains the continued misalign-
ment between demand and supply.

- Supply:    The evidence suggests that following the introduction of the incentive there was 
a marked increase in supply which can be attributed in part to HTB.

- Affordability:   The analysis also finds that availability of HTB has reduced the time to 
save for all claimants and improved the overall affordability of housing for these individuals.

- Benefit/Cost Ratio:   The analysis finds a benefit-cost ratio of 1.28 indicating a moderate 
positive effect for the incentive but note that if the price of new HTB units was to increase due 
to the incentive, the net benefit would be reduced.

As would be normal, the role of the incentive will be examined in the context of the forth-
coming Budget and Finance Bill process. It would be premature at this point to anticipate the 
outcome of that examination.

  Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 13.

14/02/2019WRB01200Economic Data

14/02/2019WRB0130029. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Finance if he has undertaken an economic 
evaluation of wage levels here and the affordability of rent and house purchases; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7363/19]

14/02/2019WRB01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department continues to monitor 
developments in the property market, including trends in prices and rents, on an ongoing basis. 
The Department uses many different sources to analyse the market, including its own research 
and analysis. In relation to affordability, the most recent and comprehensive work in this area 
was carried out by the ESRI in cooperation with the Department of Housing, Planning and Lo-
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cal Government. The report titled ‘Exploring affordability in the Irish housing market’, found 
that affordability pressures are not universal and are most acute in the private rented sector, 
those living in the Greater Dublin Area and those on low incomes. 

Ireland’s strong economic growth has allowed average wages to show consistent year-on-
year growth since the beginning of 2016, with growth picking up in strength through 2017 and 
2018. The most recent data available show the average weekly wage grew by 3.2% year-on-
year in the third quarter of 2018. Although such growth rates are relatively high, the pace of 
inflation in the private rented and owner-occupier sectors over recent years has, unfortunately, 
been higher. Residential property prices increased by 7.1 per cent in the year to November 
2018. The latest data from the RTB show that rents rose by 7.5 per cent year-on year in the third 
quarter of 2018.

The long-term solution to increasing affordability is to increase the supply of appropriate 
housing, including social, affordable and private housing. In response to this challenge -  and 
in addition to the measures being implemented under ‘Rebuilding Ireland’ - Budget 2019 con-
tained initiatives aimed at increasing the supply of new homes. In 2019, a total capital invest-
ment of €1.4 billion will be made in housing. Some €310 million over three years will be made 
available for delivery of affordable homes through the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF). Further, my 
colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, who has primary respon-
sibility for housing policy, has brought forward a number of programmes to tackle the issue of 
affordability, including an affordable purchase scheme and a new cost rental programme. 

The Department of Finance will continue to monitor developments in the housing sector in 
the context of increasing affordability and maintaining our competitiveness.

14/02/2019WRB01500Land Development Agency

14/02/2019WRB0160030. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance if he envisages NAMA and 
NTMA staff being seconded to the Land Development Agency; if he has discussed same with 
the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, the interim CEO of the Land De-
velopment Agency and the chairman and CEO of NAMA; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7354/19]

14/02/2019WRB01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm that, following a request 
from the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government last June, the NTMA agreed 
to the secondment of three staff members to the LDA on a temporary basis to assist with the 
establishment of that Agency. Neither I nor the Department of Finance have had any further dis-
cussions with any of the parties listed in relation to any further secondments of staff to the LDA.

The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on 13 September 2018 by way of 
Establishment Order under the Local Government Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971. The 
Agency is a commercial State body and national centre of expertise, working with and support-
ing local authorities, public bodies and other interests, to harness public lands as catalysts to 
stimulate regeneration and wider investment and to achieve compact, sustainable growth, with 
a particular emphasis on complex regeneration projects and the provision of affordable hous-
ing. In line with its mandate, the LDA will retain experienced staff with extensive skills and 
experience in project management, finance, planning, development, law and procurement and 
will provide professional services to master-plan key sites/areas for development in key urban 
areas, in partnership with local authorities and other state bodies.

A general scheme of a Bill to establish the LDA on a primary legislative footing is expected 
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to be published in the coming weeks, with pre-legislative scrutiny to follow shortly thereafter 
in parallel with the drafting of the Bill. On enactment, a permanent Chairperson and Board will 
be appointed.

14/02/2019WRB01800VAT Rate Application

14/02/2019WRB0190031. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether 
there is a fairer way to class various products for VAT rather than standardised rates, which can 
be subject to changes that make significant differences to certain industries; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7356/19]

14/02/2019WRB02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply.  In general, the VAT Directive 
provides that all goods and services must be charged to VAT at the standard rate unless they fall 
within particular categories of goods and services specified in the VAT Directive. VAT rating is 
determined on the basis of particular goods and services, not by goods or services as a whole.

Under existing VAT rating rules, Member States must apply a standard VAT rate of at least 
15% and may apply up to two reduced VAT rates of 5% or more to a set list of socially inclined 
goods and services.  Member States may also retain historic VAT treatment that applied before 
1 January 1991, including the application of a zero rate or a rate below 5%.

Ireland operates a standard VAT rate of 23%, reduced VAT rates of 13.5% and 9%, and his-
torically applies the zero rate and a super-reduced rate of 4.8%.   

On 18 January 2018 the European Commission published a proposal on the Simplification 
of VAT rates, which allows greater freedom for Member States in setting VAT rates in line with 
the move to the definitive destination based system of VAT.  The proposal will be discussed at 
European Council and must be agreed unanimously by all Member States before being adopted.  
It is expected that discussions on the proposal will be robust and it is likely that the final agreed 
text will be the subject of many compromised amendments.

14/02/2019WRB02100NAMA Transactions

14/02/2019WRB0220032. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Finance his views on the fact that multiple 
NAMA transactions since 2010 may have been in breach of section 172 of the NAMA Act; if 
he or NAMA has had engagement with An Garda Síochána or the DPP regarding their ongoing 
investigation into one specific transaction concerning a section 172 breach; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7355/19]

14/02/2019WRB02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised that Section 172(3) of the 
NAMA Act is a legal provision preventing any interest in property held as security for loans 
acquired by NAMA from being sold back to defaulting debtors, or persons acting on behalf 
of defaulting debtors. NAMA has a policy of obtaining written confirmation from purchasers 
of NAMA-secured assets confirming that they are in compliance with Section 172(3) of the 
NAMA Act and it is a criminal offence for a purchaser to make a statutory declaration which is 
false or misleading in this respect.

I am not aware that multiple NAMA transactions since 2010 may have been in breach of 
Section 172(3) of the NAMA Act.  I am advised that, to date, there have been two investigations 
into alleged breaches of Section 172(3) of the NAMA Act 2009, neither of which has resulted 
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in a prosecution. 

I am advised that NAMA has carried out two investigations into alleged breaches of Section 
172(3) of the NAMA Act 2009. In relation to one of these alleged breaches, I am advised that 
NAMA has concluded its investigations and is satisfied that no breach has occurred. I am ad-
vised that NAMA is aware that An Garda Síochána is separately investigating the other alleged 
breach. Criminal investigations are a matter for An Garda Síochána and the DPP and to date, 
their investigations have not resulted in a prosecution.

I wish to advise the Deputy that neither I nor the Department of Finance have had any en-
gagement with An Garda Síochána or the DPP in relation to their on-going investigation. As the 
Deputy will be aware, the DPP is entirely independent in carrying out her functions and neither 
I nor the Department of Finance are privy to her decisions. It would not be appropriate for me 
to question or query any action taken by the DPP in relation to these proceedings.

14/02/2019WRB02400Insurance Data

14/02/2019WRB0250033. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
failure of a company (details supplied); the number of households that have been impacted 
by the withdrawal of latent defect insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7367/19]

14/02/2019WRB02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank has advised my De-
partment that it was notified by the Danish Financial Supervisory Authority (“Danish FSA”) on 
7 March 2018 that it (Danish FSA) had ordered Alpha Insurance A/S (“Alpha”) to cease writing 
new business including renewal of existing contracts and business with immediate effect. The 
Central Bank was further notified on 9 May 2018 by the Danish FSA  that the liquidators of the 
insurance company Alpha had filed a petition for bankruptcy.

The Central Bank has also indicated that as Alpha is a Danish-based insurance firm, it is sub-
ject to prudential supervision by the Danish FSA, and therefore the Central Bank  had no role 
in this decision. It has also informed my Department that Alpha was selling non-life insurance 
policies in Ireland through the broker network on a freedom of services basis and that it also 
operated in Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Norway, Spain and the United Kingdom.

The insolvency administrator has provided updated figures to the Central Bank as of De-
cember 2018 on the latent defects policies. Present figures stand at 1,617 policies, 1,163 of 
which are currently with the homeowner (these policies were transferred from the developer to 
the homeowner following completion of the build). The remaining 454 policies were on houses 
that were not finished and therefore the policy had not transferred to a homeowner at the time 
of the liquidation i.e. the policy remained with the developer.

The claims handler (BCR Legal Group Limited) confirmed to the Central Bank that its 
representative CRL wrote to the developers who had purchased these latent defects policies, 
on two occasions, to advise that Alpha had been placed in bankruptcy, that polices would be 
cancelled from 11 August 2018 and to request details of the owner of the properties insured 
under these policies. BCR subsequently wrote to all homeowners affected by the liquidation of 
Alpha, following receipt of their details from the developers, to advise that as Alpha had gone 
into liquidation, their latent defects policies had been terminated and that they should consider 
replacing this policy. BCR also provided these homeowners with an information sheet from the 
liquidators.

It should be noted that the Danish liquidator of Alpha continues to provide country-specific 
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updates of the latent defects policies on https://alphagroup.dk. The Central Bank of Ireland 
has also published information in relation to Alpha, which it will update if further information 
becomes available.

14/02/2019WRB02700Tax Reliefs Availability

14/02/2019WRB0280034. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the need for 
special tax incentives to allow small businesses to establish in areas outside of the main cities. 
[52144/18]

14/02/2019WRB02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that a range 
of measures have been introduced or extended in recent years to support small businesses, both 
small incorporated businesses and individuals established in sole trades or partnerships.

These include measures such as: the introduction of, and subsequent increases to, the Earned 
Income Credit; the Start Up Refunds for Entrepreneurs (SURE) scheme; the three-year start-up 
relief for small companies; and the certification scheme for small companies using the Knowl-
edge Development Box. 

Any potential tax incentives designed specifically to benefit small businesses establishing 
outside the main cities would require consideration of State aid implications.  As the Deputy 
will be aware, State aid becomes a concern when making any change which would provide a 
benefit to any targeted cohort of taxpayers, for example based on their size, regional location 
or other factors. 

However I would note that measures relevant to the farming sector are predominately rel-
evant to businesses established outside the main cities, and the Deputy will be aware of the 
range of supports available to this sector.

It must also be considered whether a tax expenditure would be the appropriate policy tool 
through which to provide support for new small businesses.  Tax reliefs or incentives are pri-
marily relevant to profit-making businesses with potential tax liabilities, whereas new small 
businesses may often be loss-making in their early establishment phases.  Direct expenditure 
supports such as grants, innovation vouchers and Enterprise Ireland funds are potentially more 
effective policy tools in this area. 

14/02/2019WRB03000Budget 2019

14/02/2019WRB0310035. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance if he met with colleagues 
before the recent tax cut announcements were made. [49445/18]

14/02/2019WRB03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Government policy is to keep the tax 
and revenue base broad, while reducing the rate of tax on work and some other activities to 
achieve specific social and economic objectives, such as full employment, more housing and 
urban and rural regeneration.  This is set out in the Government Programme. 

In September last year, at an event organised by IBEC, I indicated that looking beyond 
Budget 2019, if economic circumstances allow, we would continue to reduce the tax burden on 
middle-income earners by increasing the standard rate cut-off point over a number of Budgets 
to a level that is competitive with our neighbouring jurisdictions. 

The Government position is that workers start to pay too high a rate of income tax at too 
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low an income level.  We cannot hope to remain competitive if someone on a relatively low 
income and who decides to work a few hours overtime has nearly half that extra money taken 
in tax.  Such a position informed my approach in the last two Budgets where, on each occasion, 
I increased the level of the standard rate band.  The impact is that fewer people on incomes 
around the national average have any income subject to the 40% rate of income tax than would 
otherwise have been the case.

Overall, therefore, the policy of widening the standard rate band is not a new one.

As I have stated on many occasions, we plan to continue this progress in the coming years 
within available resources, to make sure that Ireland remains competitive.  

14/02/2019WRB03300Economic Competitiveness

14/02/2019WRB0340036. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he has identified issues 
likely to impact negatively on the competitiveness of the economy; if so, the corrective mea-
sures he has put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7347/19]

14/02/2019WRB0350067. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
monitors the competitiveness of the economy; the degree to which challenges thereto have 
been identified; the corrective action in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7617/19]

14/02/2019WRB03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 36 
and 67 together.

Improvements in Ireland’s competitiveness have been central to the recovery in the Irish 
economy. Since 2008, the Central Bank’s real harmonised competitiveness indicator has im-
proved by approximately 21 per cent.  

The restoration of competitiveness has been hard-won through improvements in productiv-
ity, along with wage and price moderation. Over the medium term, the domestic economy is 
expected to act as the primary driver of growth. In this context, we must remain cognisant of 
the potential upward pressure this will place on both prices and wages, that could give rise to a 
loss of competitiveness.

Importantly, the robust economic growth in recent years has not yet given rise to significant 
inflationary pressures. In December 2018, annual inflation as measured by the Harmonised In-
dex of Consumer Prices was at just 0.8 per cent, having averaged 0.7 per cent throughout 2018. 
This follows five consecutive years of inflation below 1 per cent. Although price pressures have 
emerged in both the housing and the rental markets, this reflects the undersupply of housing 
over the last number of years, rather than evidence of over-heating pressures.

In terms of domestic risks, while the baseline projections assume that some moderate over-
heating pressures will emerge over the medium-term, particularly in the context of the expected 
increase in housing output, these pressures could be more significant than expected with the 
potential to generate imbalances over the coming years and impact on competitiveness.

As I outlined in Budget 2019, our economy is also facing a number of external risks. These 
risks primarily relate to a more adverse-than-expected outcome from Brexit, a rise in protec-
tionism and a faster than expected normalisation of monetary policy. There is also continuing 
evidence of a slowdown in global growth, as has been recently reported by the IMF and the 
European Commission.
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As many of the risks we are facing are external and thus beyond our control, the best way 
we can mitigate against them is through prudent budgetary policy, careful management of the 
public finances and by focusing on competitiveness-oriented policies, particularly those that 
increase productivity. Through the National Development Plan in particular, we are invest-
ing significantly to address the bottlenecks to growth which emerged of late, such as the need 
for residential development and public infrastructure investment. This should ensure that our 
economy remains competitive and avoid the build-up of bottlenecks that could limit our growth 
potential.

14/02/2019WRB03700Insurance Costs

14/02/2019WRB0380037. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that progress is 
being made by the working group on the cost of insurance in the areas of public liability insur-
ance such as for marts or child play centres. [7345/19]

14/02/2019WRB0390048. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the measures he is taking to ad-
dress the perceived spiralling cost of insurance for the leisure industry. [7340/19]

14/02/2019WRB0400062. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to help allevi-
ate the cost of insurance on the leisure industry; and his views on whether insurance price rises 
within the sector have become highly inflated. [7457/19]

14/02/2019WRB04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 37, 
48 and 62 together.

At the outset I wish to emphasise that I am very aware of the financial strain which the cost 
of insurance is placing upon businesses, and on some sectors in particular.  

As part of the Cost of Insurance Working Group’s (CIWG) formal consultation process, 
there was engagement between the CIWG and representatives from different industries, includ-
ing both the agricultural and leisure sectors, while more recently, Minister of State D’Arcy, 
who chairs the CIWG, has met with representatives of those operating play centres.  From these 
engagements, it would appear that the main difficulty in these sectors is a lack of capacity in the 
market which I understand has been driven to some degree by the overall claims level in these 
sectors. 

In determining their willingness to enter into or remain in a particular sector of the market, 
insurers will generally make an assessment of what they consider the overall risk to be. There-
fore,  part of their assessment of what premium level to charge, or whether to offer cover will 
be based on what they consider the general likely trend for claims in the sector will be, based 
on their overall past experience.  

The Deputy should note that as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development 
of the legal framework governing financial regulation and neither I nor the Central Bank of 
Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a 
commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on an assessment of the 
risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance 
which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which require insurance com-
panies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  
Therefore I cannot compel insurers to provide cover to businesses such as play centres or marts.

The above said however, it was recognised with the establishment of the Cost of Insurance 
Working Group (CIWG) that the environment within which insurers conduct their business can 
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be better shaped, in order to make the Irish insurance market a more competitive one and also 
make it more attractive for new entrants. In this regard, the initial focus of the Working Group 
was the issue of rising motor insurance premiums and the Report on the Cost of Motor Insur-
ance was published in January 2017.  

The second phase of the CIWG, under the Chairmanship of the Minister of State for Finan-
cial Services and Insurance, Mr. Michael D’Arcy TD, culminated in the issuing of the Report 
on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance in January 2018.  It makes 15 recom-
mendations with 29 associated actions, detailed in an Action Plan with agreed timelines for 
implementation.

The most recent Progress Update was published last November and shows that 18 of the 19 
actions points arising up to end of Q3 2018 have been completed.

It is envisaged that the next quarterly Progress Update will issue by the end of this month 
and I understand that the vast majority of the total of 26 action points which were due for 
completion during 2018 overall have been done.  I am confident that any outstanding action 
points will be completed in the coming months, along with the three remaining action points 
with deadlines set for various quarters throughout 2019.

The actions implemented to date cut across a number of different areas and include:

- The publication of by An Garda Síochána of the “Guidelines for the Reporting of Sus-
pected Fraudulent Insurance Claims by Insurance Entities to An Garda Síochána”

- The Law Reform Commission confirming that the subject of caps on damages for personal 
injuries litigation is included in its draft Fifth Programme of Law Reform

- Sections 8 & 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 have been amended to ensure 
defendants are appropriately notified of a claim having been submitted against their policy and 
to make it easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is 
suspected, respectively

- An Garda Síochána commencing the collection of statistics under the new “insurance 
fraud” category which has been added to the PULSE system

- The Courts Service confirming that they will publish a more detailed breakdown of awards 
in personal injury cases in its Annual Reports.

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that the CIWG will continue to focus on imple-
menting the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability In-
surance in parallel with implementing those from the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance.  I 
am hopeful that the cumulative effects of the completion of the two Reports’ recommendations 
will include increased stability in the pricing of insurance for businesses such as play centres 
and marts as well as a more competitive insurance market.

14/02/2019WRB04200Insurance Costs

14/02/2019WRB0430038. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the key recommendations 
of the cost of insurance working group, including the report on employer and public liability, 
he plans to implement in the next six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7369/19]

14/02/2019WRB04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The most recent Progress Update in 
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respect of the Cost of Insurance Working Group project, published last November, shows that 
of the total number of 78 separate relevant deadlines within the Action Plans of the Report on 
the Cost of Motor Insurance and the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insur-
ance up to the end of Q3 2018, 63 relate to actions which have been completed. 

It is envisaged that the next quarterly Progress Update   will issue by the end of this month 
and concentrate in particular on outlining the definitive position in relation to all of the 33 rec-
ommendations from the Motor Report as the last of the deadlines within its Action Plan passed 
at the end of 2018.  

In respect of the EL/PL Report, the vast majority of the total of 26 action points which were 
due for completion during 2018 overall have been done.  I am confident that any outstanding 
action points will be completed in the coming months, along with the three remaining action 
points with deadlines set for various quarters throughout 2019.

The upcoming Progress Update will also include an additional section providing the up-to-
date status in respect of relevant recommendations from the two reports issued by the Personal 
Injuries Commission. 

Some of the key actions and recommendations which I hope will be implemented over the 
next six months include:

- Personal Injuries Assessment Board (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2018 to conclude its pas-
sage through both Houses of the Oireachtas

- The Law Reform Commission to formally commence its examination of the possibility of 
capping levels of damages for personal injury actions

- The National Claims Information Database to be fully functioning following the recent 
commencement of the relevant Act

- Progress in relation to the proposal to establish an improved insurance fraud investigative 
capacity within the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and further fruitful co-operation 
between the insurance industry and Gardaí

- Publication of Key Information Report on employer and public liability insurance claims

- Progress in relation to delivering interim guidelines relating to appropriate general dam-
ages award levels for the prioritised soft tissue/whiplash injury category.

Overall, the Deputy can rest assured that the Cost of Insurance Working Group will keep 
its focus on putting into place all of its proposed measures in order to improve the insurance 
market for businesses and consumers alike.

14/02/2019WRB04500Banking Sector Regulation

14/02/2019WRB0460039. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce 
legislation on regulations for the large shadow banking sector here; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7156/19]

14/02/2019WRB04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): “Shadow banking” is a term used to de-
scribe bank-like activities that take place outside the traditional banking sector.  It is also com-
monly referred to internationally as non-bank financial intermediation or market-based finance.  



Questions - Written Answers

20

According to the recently published Financial Stability Board’s Global Monitoring Report 
on Non-Bank Financial Intermediation 2018, as at the end of 2017 the assets of the non-bank 
financial intermediation sector operating in Ireland was estimated at €2.3 trillion. The shadow 
banking system, as defined by the Financial Stability Board (FSB) is composed of a number 
of sub-sectors and is made up mainly of investment funds, special purpose entities and credit 
derivative holdings. 

I have been informed by the Central Bank of Ireland that the largest component of the 
Irish-domiciled shadow banking sector is collective investment vehicles (investment funds). 
Investment Funds are subject to an extensive set of EU body rules in the form of the Undertak-
ings for Collective Investment in Transferable Securities (UCITS) Directive and the Alterna-
tive Investment Fund Managers (AIFM) Directive. These are supplemented by domestic Irish 
requirements under Central Bank regulations and rules.

The Central Bank is an active participant on Ireland’s behalf in the international debate on 
shadow banking. This includes participating in the Financial Stability Board’s global non-bank 
financial intermediation monitoring exercise and the international policy debate in IOSCO and 
the ESRB. 

The Bank has also informed me that the global package of regulatory reforms since the cri-
sis, including the relevant non-bank elements, has been an appropriate response to the vulner-
abilities in the system that the crisis exposed. 

These reforms include the Financial Stability Board’s global monitoring framework to iden-
tify non-bank financial intermediation risks; addressing liquidity mismatches and the build-up 
of leverage in investment funds; reforms in the EU in relation to money market funds; the 
movement towards central clearing of derivative transactions and facilitating the standardisa-
tion of securitisation.

Finally, my officials will continue to monitor and participate in discussions on regulatory 
reform in the financial sector at the various groups and committee at EU level and advise me 
accordingly on developments. With the large amount of European regulatory frameworks that 
have come into place within the last number of years that has a significant part of the Irish non-
bank financial intermediation within its scope, there are no plans currently to introduce specific 
domestic legislation on this issue at this point. 

14/02/2019WRB04800Personal Injury Claims

14/02/2019WRB0490040. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Finance his plans to reduce the perceived 
excessive sums awarded for whiplash compensation claims in view of the latest Personal Inju-
ries Assessment Board data. [4566/19]

14/02/2019WRB05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): One of the key areas raised by various 
stakeholders to the Cost of Insurance Working Group is the level of awards in this country for 
soft tissue injuries compared with the UK in particular. In addition to the award levels as the 
Deputy will be aware there can also be significant costs over and above such awards including 
legal, medical and other costs.  Data from the Department of Finance’s Motor Key Information 
Reports suggested such costs can be up to 40% of the award level provided in cases involving 
litigation.  

As a result the Working Group established the Personal Injuries Commission (PIC) and com-
missioned it to carry out a benchmarking exercise of award levels in other countries amongst 
other things.  It reported in September 2018 and concluded that soft tissue injuries are signifi-
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cantly higher than in the UK and recommended that action be taken to address this disparity 
through the establishment of the Judicial Council. It recommended that this body would become 
responsible for preparing the guidelines on personal injury award levels, and would replace the 
Book of Quantum.  In doing this the PIC believes that the Judicial Council  will, in compiling 
the guidelines, take account of the jurisprudence of the Court of Appeal and the results of its 
benchmarking exercise etc.  However as legislation is required to establish this body, the PIC 
recommended that an interim judicial council be put in place initially to commence this process.   

As responsibility for the Judicial Council legislation, and any interim solution rests with 
the Minister for Justice and Equality, Charlie Flanagan TD, Minister of State D’Arcy recently 
wrote to him to express his views on the matter.  In this correspondence, he has requested that 
Minister Flanagan engage with the judiciary to seek their agreement to convene an interim Ju-
dicial Council with the purposes of preparing guidelines for appropriate general damages for 
various types of personal injury, as recommended by the PIC.  It is hoped that if there was a 
significant move in this area, it could have an impact on insurance pricing and could also help 
attract new entrants into the market. 

Finally, I would emphasise the importance the Government places on continuing to tackle 
the problem of the high cost of insurance and that it remains a priority for it.  I will continue to 
engage with my colleagues in particular the Minister for Justice and Equality on the broader law 
reform aspects of this very important project.

14/02/2019WRB05100Insurance Costs

14/02/2019WRB0520041. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the status of his plans to deal with 
the rising cost of business insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7276/19]

14/02/2019WRB05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the second 
phase of the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG) project culminated in the publication 
in January 2018 of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance.  The 
Report makes 15 recommendations with 29 associated actions, detailed in an Action Plan with 
agreed timelines for implementation.

The most recent Progress Update was published last November and shows that 18 of the 19 
actions points arising up to end of Q3 2018 have been completed.

It is envisaged that the next quarterly Progress Update will issue by the end of this month 
and the vast majority of the total of 26 action points which were due for completion during 2018 
overall have been done.  I am confident that any outstanding action points will be completed in 
the coming months, along with the three remaining action points with deadlines set for various 
quarters throughout 2019.

The actions implemented to date cut across a number of different areas and include:

- The publication of by An Garda Síochána of the “Guidelines for the Reporting of Sus-
pected Fraudulent Insurance Claims by Insurance Entities to An Garda Síochána”

- The Law Reform Commission confirming that the subject of caps on  damages for personal 
injuries litigation is included in its draft Fifth Programme of Law Reform

- Sections 8 & 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 have been amended to ensure 
defendants are appropriately notified of a claim having been submitted against their policy and 
to make it easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is 
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suspected, respectively

- An Garda Síochána commencing the collection of statistics under the new “insurance 
fraud” category which has been added to the PULSE system

- The Courts Service confirming that it will publish a more detailed breakdown of awards in 
personal injury cases in its Annual Reports

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that the CIWG will continue to focus on imple-
menting the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability In-
surance in parallel with implementing those from the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance.  I 
am hopeful that the cumulative effects of the completion of the two Reports’ recommendations 
will include increased stability in the pricing of insurance for businesses and a more competi-
tive insurance market. 

14/02/2019WRB05400Irish Fiscal Advisory Council

14/02/2019WRB0550042. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance if his officials meet the Irish 
Fiscal Advisory Council on a regular basis. [49136/18]

14/02/2019WRB05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the Fiscal Responsibility Act 
2012 (the Act), the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council (IFAC) has been assigned the monitoring and 
assessment functions required of an independent national fiscal institution under the Treaty on 
Stability, Co-ordination and Governance in the Economic and Monetary Union. The Act estab-
lishes the Fiscal Advisory Council and assigns to it responsibility for examining and reporting 
on the appropriateness of the fiscal stance in Ireland. 

One of its functions under the Act involves IFAC providing an independent assessment of 
the official macroeconomic forecasts of the Department of Finance. This is the so-called ‘en-
dorsement function’ which requires that IFAC “endorse, as it considers appropriate, the mac-
roeconomic forecasts prepared by the Department of Finance on which the Budget and Stability 
Programme will be based”. 

As part of this process, my officials meet with both the IFAC Secretariat and the IFAC 
Council on a formal and structured basis in preparation of the forecasts that underpin the Sta-
bility Programme Update and the Budget each year. These engagements are outlined in the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Department of Finance and IFAC which is 
updated annually and published on my Department’s and IFAC’s websites. 

Following the forecast endorsement process, Departmental officials and the IFAC secre-
tariat meet to review the implementation of the process. In addition, officials from my Depart-
ment and IFAC also engage in regular technical dialogue to ensure that the IFAC Secretariat and 
Council have a full understanding of the Department’s forecasting methodologies and process. 

Furthermore, as one of the bodies under the aegis of the Department of Finance, my officials 
have occasional interaction with IFAC in accordance with its governing legislation and central 
regulation on routine administrative matters including staffing matters, finances and various ad 
hoc queries.

  Question No. 43 answered with Question No. 18.

14/02/2019WRB05800Carbon Tax Exemptions
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14/02/2019WRB0590044. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Finance the measures that will be intro-
duced in order to mitigate the regressive impact of an increased carbon tax; if he will publish a 
report on the measures required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3371/19]

14/02/2019WRB06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Decisions in relation to the carbon tax 
take place as part of the annual budgetary process and decisions on any measures which have 
the purpose of mitigating the impact of relatively high fuel prices also take place as part of the 
annual budgetary process.      

The Energy and Environmental Taxes paper prepared annually for the Tax Strategy Group 
contains analysis on the carbon tax to help inform budget decisions. The Tax Strategy Group 
papers are available to read on the Department of Finance website.  

The Deputy will also be aware that the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action is 
currently considering the report and recommendations of the Citizens Assembly regarding mea-
sures to tackle climate change, including in relation to the carbon tax. The final report of the 
Committee is expected to be published soon and this will be taken into consideration as part of 
the budgetary process surrounding any potential changes to the carbon tax rate.

14/02/2019WRB06100Credit Union Lending

14/02/2019WRB0620045. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the progress being made in 
matching the capacity of credit unions to lend to small businesses with the needs of those busi-
nesses to obtain credit in the context of the proposal on lending to SMEs from the Irish League 
of Credit Unions in 2016 and the report on public banking; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [50416/18]

14/02/2019WRB06300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This Government recognises the im-
portant role of credit unions as a volunteer co-operative movement. The Government is also 
committed to encouraging greater competition in the banking sector and supporting better ac-
cess to banking and financial services across the country.

As the Deputy will be aware, in line with Programme for a Partnership Government com-
mitments my Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development pub-
lished a joint report on “Local Public Banking in Ireland” in July of last year. While the Report 
concluded that, for a number of reasons, there is not a compelling case for the State to establish 
a new local public banking system in Ireland, as proposed, the Government does recognise a 
number of positive aspects underlying the concept of community banking generally, including 
access to finance for SMEs and supporting local communities and economies. 

Indeed, many of the objectives of community banking align with Government policy and 
supports that have already been put in place. Additionally the network infrastructure, ethos and 
many of the objectives envisaged by community banking are already represented by the Credit 
Union sector in Ireland and I believe that Credit Unions are well placed to develop to meet any 
local public banking needs not currently being provided.

One of the areas which Credit Unions need to develop, if they are to fulfil the full role en-
visaged by community banking, does indeed relate to SME financing. Credit Unions currently 
have ample capacity to engage in more SME lending. While Credit Union lending to SMEs 
grew from €77 million as of September 2017 to €93 million as of September 2018 – a 20% 
increase year on year – the current lending regulations allow capacity for SME lending of up to 
c.€900 million. 
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Separately, following on from the Local Public Banking Report my Department has ar-
ranged for an independent evaluation to be carried out in order to consider how the objectives 
of community banking and how the local provision of banking and financial services could be 
furthered in Ireland through other delivery mechanisms. One of these potential delivery mecha-
nisms is the credit union sector. Following a competitive tender process, I can confirm that In-
decon has been appointed as the consultants to carry out the independent evaluation. They will 
also establish and conduct a stakeholder forum on community banking and the local provision 
of banking and financial services. 

Credit union stakeholders were consulted in advance in relation to the Local Public Bank-
ing Report. Credit unions have also been consulted by the Central Bank in relation to changes 
to credit union lending regulations, including changes related to SME lending, which will be 
completed during 2019 and the investment regulations which were amended in 2018.  

I hosted a Credit Union event last week, which was attended by Credit Union stakeholders 
including the representative bodies, at which I outlined my support for, and belief in, the Credit 
Union sector’s potential to meet any community banking needs.  Achieving this potential will 
require credit unions to develop their capacity and to collaborate effectively though shared ser-
vice structures to ensure they can deliver services in a timely and cost effective manner.  In this 
regard I welcome the initiatives currently underway.

  Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 24.

14/02/2019WRB06500Brexit Preparations

14/02/2019WRB0660047. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his assessment of Ireland’s 
preparedness for all Brexit scenarios; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7371/19]

14/02/2019WRB06700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government is fully aware of the 
complexity of the situation and Brexit, in whatever form it takes, will have a negative economic 
impact on Ireland. Regrettably the UK are leaving the EU and that means that some things are 
going to change. Planning for this change has been taking place on a whole-of-Government 
basis since before the UK referendum and the Government has been preparing for every even-
tuality and have been taking the necessary measures to implement actions to mitigate the risks, 
as far as is possible. 

While ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement is still the Government’s preferred out-
come, it has also put in place a series of measures, both nationally and in conjunction with the 
EU, in preparation for the possibility that the UK fails to agree a deal for its departure from the 
EU on 29 March 2019. Given the proximity of the date of Brexit, contingency planning has 
now moved to taking actions to mitigate the risks of a no deal Brexit, without prejudice to the 
Government’s priority of finalising the ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement. The Govern-
ment’s Contingency Action Plan, published on 19 December 2018, sets out comprehensive, 
whole of Government approach on no deal planning. 

As Minister for Finance, my objective is to protect the economic and financial interests of 
the State and to support the work of the Revenue Commissioners so as to minimise the Brexit 
disruption to trade, to the greatest extent possible. 

Indeed, the Department of Finance has been to the forefront in assessing the impact of Brex-
it on our economy - commissioning joint research with the ESRI on the issue, including before 
the referendum. What is clear from this research and other studies is that the harder the Brexit 
the more negative the impact on Ireland. The Department and the ESRI are currently preparing 
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a more comprehensive update of their original work and the results will be published later this 
quarter. A no deal Brexit is the worst possible outcome and would not be in the interests of the 
UK, Ireland or the EU, and dealing with it would be an exercise in damage limitation. 

My Department is working within the whole-of-Government approach and is coordinating 
closely with its agencies who are developing and implementing plans and measures to protect 
our economy. All are engaging closely in the overall whole-of-Government preparations, and 
are confident that they have put appropriate contingency measures in place to do everything 
possible to limit the inevitable disruption to consumers and trade, in the event of a no deal 
Brexit. 

The Central Bank has statutory responsibility for financial stability and has been focused on 
Brexit since before the UK referendum. It is working closely with financial services firms to en-
sure that they have contingency plans in place for end March 2019, and that they are adequately 
prepared to cope with the possible effects of Brexit, with as little disruption for consumers as 
possible. 

In relation to funding the State, the NTMA’s strategy continues to take account of the market 
dislocation risks posed by Brexit. The Exchequer’s funding position is strong. 

Within Revenue, there is a very significant programme of work that has been ongoing in 
terms of ICT, staffing and engagement across the country with the business community to 
ensure that the Revenue Commissioners are prepared to facilitate the efficient movement of 
legitimate trade to the maximum extent possible in a no deal scenario. 

At a general level, the Government has already taken significant actions to get Ireland Brexit 
ready. Since the UK referendum, all of our national Budgets have been framed to prepare for 
the challenge of Brexit with dedicated measures announced in Budgets 2017, 2018 and 2019. 
This is supported by long-term planning through the National Development Plan and the Na-
tional Planning Framework which will provide significant investment in Ireland’s public capital 
infrastructure. The Government is also providing dedicated loan funds for affected businesses. 

The Government is also developing the additional physical infrastructure needed at ports 
and airports, in order to ensure that East-West trade continues to move as smoothly as possible.  
At Dublin and Rosslare Ports, sites suitable for temporary infrastructure have been identified 
and refurbishment work has commenced. At the same time, plans are advanced for the develop-
ment of permanent infrastructure in both Ports. 

The Government published the General Scheme for the Miscellaneous Provisions (With-
drawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union on 29 March 2019) Bill, on 24 Janu-
ary. The draft Scheme focuses on those areas that need to be addressed urgently and immedi-
ately through primary legislation to protect our citizens and to support the economy, enterprise 
and jobs, particularly in key economic sectors. The Government intend to publish the full text 
of the Omnibus Bill on 22 February, and to work closely with all Members of the Oireachtas so 
that it will be enacted by 29 March.

For my own Department, I am proposing legislation in three areas. These seek to ensure 
continuity for business and citizens in relation to access to certain taxation reliefs and allow-
ances in income tax, capital tax, corporation tax and stamp duty, the retention of a number of 
anti-avoidance provisions and allow for the introduction of postponed accounting for VAT in 
order to alleviate cash flow impacts for business, as well as amendments which will cover con-
tinuity for the settlement of trading in Irish equities and contract continuity for Irish insurance 
policyholders.
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Finally, Ireland is also continuing to work on preparedness and contingency planning as 
part of the EU27 with the full support of the European Commission and other seriously affected 
Member States.

The European Commission published a contingency action plan on 13 November 2018 
and a further contingency communication on 19 December 2018. These contained guidance 
on Commission planning for Brexit and outlined their approach in key areas. The European 
Commission has tabled a number of  legal acts to be adopted in the context of its contingency 
planning for a no deal scenario. The Commission’s contingency action plan emphasises that it 
stands ready to engage with the Member States that will be most affected by a no deal with-
drawal and expressly states that “the Commission will support Ireland in finding solutions ad-
dressing the specific challenges of Irish businesses”.

Whatever the outcome of the Brexit process, Ireland will remain in the EU with all the sta-
bility and certainty that membership brings. 

  Question No. 48 answered with Question No. 37.

14/02/2019WRC00200Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRC0030049. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the expendi-
ture details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a company (de-
tails supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7559/19]

14/02/2019WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): No consultancy 
or audit services were provided to my Department by the company referred to by the Deputy, 
from 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019. 

14/02/2019WRC00500Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRC0060050. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the capital 
projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; the final 
cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review in tabular 
form.  [7847/19]

14/02/2019WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There has been 
one capital project with a value in excess of €10 million completed by my Department since 
2011, the Naval Vessel Replacement Programme. 

A contract was placed with Babcock International in 2010 for the purchase of two Offshore 
Patrol Vessels at a contract price of €132.2m. The final cost of these vessels was €133.51m. This 
contract also included the option of the purchase of a third ship at a contract price of €67.16m. 
This option was exercised in 2014 and the final cost of this purchase was €68.48m. The first 
new Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV), LÉ Samuel Beckett was delivered by Babcock International 
from their Appledore yard in the UK in April 2014. The second ship, LÉ James Joyce was de-
livered in July 2015.  The third ship LÉ William Butler Yeats was delivered in July 2016. 

In 2016, a contract for the purchase of a fourth ship under this programme was put in place 
with Babcock International, at the contract price of €66.79m. The final cost of this contract was 
€68.14m.
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All above figures are inclusive of VAT. The minor variations between the contract price and 
the final cost for these Naval Vessels were agreed based on the following:

- Fuels and lubricants on board the vessels at handover;

- Training, manuals and publications provided;

- Spare parts provided with the vessel;

- Additional agreed works including works to bringing all vessels in line with revised Ship 
Classification requirements. 

A number of further significant, multi-annual, capital projects are currently underway as 
part of the investment in Defence under the National Development Plan. This investment pro-
vides for a programme of sustained equipment replacement and infrastructural development as 
identified and prioritised in the White Paper.

14/02/2019WRC00800Military Aircraft Landings

14/02/2019WRC0090051. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if advance notice was given to his Department of the transit of an aircraft (details supplied) 
through Shannon Airport on 4 February 2019 in view of the fact that the aircraft was en route 
to a location that may have implications for the international reputation and foreign policy of 
Ireland. [7459/19]

14/02/2019WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under 
the Air Navigation (Carriage of War, Weapons and dangerous Goods) Order 1973, as amended, 
civil aircraft are prohibited from carrying weapons or munitions in Irish sovereign airspace or 
into Irish airports unless they receive an exemption from the Minister for Transport. 

In considering such applications, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport seeks 
the advice of relevant Government Departments, including the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade. The final decision with respect to the granting of such an exemption rests with the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. 

Consistent with our stated policy my Department recommends against the carriage of muni-
tions, with exceptions made for unloaded personal weapons or those intended for international 
crisis management and peace support operations. 

Regarding the civil aircraft detailed in this instance, my Department was asked for and duly 
provided its observations in accordance with that policy. 

14/02/2019WRC01100Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRC0120052. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a 
company (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7563/19]

14/02/2019WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department has not engaged the named consultancy firm to perform work from 2015 to date 
and no expenditure has been incurred during this period.
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14/02/2019WRC01400Brexit Issues

14/02/2019WRC0150053. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his views on recent comments by the Committee on the Administration of Justice regarding the 
rights of persons in Northern Ireland claiming Irish citizenship after Brexit following a reply by 
the British immigration Minister regarding the rights of persons to Irish or British citizenship 
under the Good Friday Agreement; if in all Brexit-related discussions there will be diminution 
in such rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7597/19]

14/02/2019WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government has noted the statement by the UK Minister of State for Immigration Caroline 
Nokes MP on 5 February and is aware of the concerns raised by the Committee on the Admin-
istration of Justice in this regard.

The Government has noted and welcomes that Prime Minister May acknowledged in her 
speech in Belfast on 5 February that there have been serious concerns raised about how UK im-
migration rules treat citizens exercising their right under the Good Friday Agreement to be Irish 
and that, in some cases, people have encountered difficulties in securing their rights as Irish 
citizens to bring family members to reside. The British Prime Minister expressed understanding 
of the concerns raised and underlined that “the birth right to identify and be accepted as British, 
Irish or both” and the right to hold both British and Irish citizenship “is absolutely central to 
the Agreement”. Prime Minister May said that she has asked the Home Secretary and Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland to “review the issues around citizenship urgently to deliver a long 
term solution consistent with the letter and spirit” of the Good Friday Agreement.

These are welcome commitments and acknowledgements by Prime Minister May. Last 
year, I raised with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland the need for the citizenship and 
identity provisions of the Good Friday Agreement to be fully taken account of in all relevant 
policy areas, and there has been ongoing engagement between our officials, including through 
the British-Irish Intergovernmental Secretariat. The Government will continue to engage with 
the UK Government as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement on this important issue.

In relation to Brexit, the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland that is an integral part of the 
Agreement on the Withdrawal of the UK from the EU, and which has been endorsed by the 
European Council and agreed with the UK Government, confirms the Union citizenship of Irish 
citizens in Northern Ireland. As Union citizens, Irish citizens in Northern Ireland will continue 
to enjoy the right to move and reside freely throughout the EU, benefitting from the important 
right not to be discriminated against on the grounds of nationality while doing so. The Protocol 
also confirms that Irish citizens in Northern Ireland, “will continue to enjoy, exercise and have 
access to rights, opportunities and benefits” that come with EU citizenship.

Further engagement is needed on which EU rights, opportunities or benefits can be exer-
cised by the people of Northern Ireland who are Irish and therefore EU citizens, when they are 
resident in Northern Ireland, which will be outside the territory of the European Union after the 
UK departure. The negotiations on the future relationship of the UK with the European Union 
will be an important factor in this regard. There is an onus on the UK Government to protect 
the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts in any scenario and it should ensure relevant issues, 
including possible future UK participation in EU funds and programmes, are part of its detailed 
position and pursued in the discussions on the EU-UK future relationship.

The Political Declaration setting out the framework for the future relationship between the 
European Union and the UK that was agreed on 25 November last also includes important refer-
ences with regard to cooperation between the European Union and the UK in relevant areas and 
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it affirms the commitment of the Union and the UK that the Good Friday Agreement “must be 
protected in all its parts, and that this extends to the practical application of the 1998 Agreement 
on the island of Ireland and to the totality of the relationships set out in the 1998 Agreement.”

The Government remains firmly of the view that the only way to ensure an orderly with-
drawal is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement as endorsed by the European Council and agreed 
with the UK Government. 

The Government will continue to proactively engage to ensure that people in Northern Ire-
land continue to enjoy access to EU rights, opportunities, and benefits in to the future. Under 
any scenario for the UK’s exit from the European Union, the obligations and commitments of 
the Irish and UK Governments under the Good Friday Agreement remain and the Government 
will continue to work with the UK Government as co-guarantor to secure the full implementa-
tion of the Agreement.

14/02/2019WRC01700Stamp Duty

14/02/2019WRC0180054. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Finance if a farm restructuring 
and completion agreement that was completed in August 2018 would qualify for a stamp duty 
rebate; if so, the process involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7431/19]

14/02/2019WRC01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to 
the measure introduced in Finance Act 2017 to allow a farmer to claim relief from stamp duty 
where he or she both sells and purchases land for the purposes of consolidating an existing farm 
holding.  Although this measure was not commenced until 1 August 2018 by Ministerial Order, 
it applies to all qualifying transactions that took place on or after 1 January 2018.  

There are a number of conditions that must be satisfied for the relief to apply.  There must 
be both a sale and a purchase of land within a period of 24 months of each other. Where other 
qualifying conditions are satisfied, stamp duty is chargeable only to the extent that the value 
of the land that is purchased exceeds the value of the land that is sold. A reduced rate of 1% is 
charged on the excess, if any, of the purchase value. 

An important condition for the relief is that Teagasc must issue a certificate stating that a 
sale and purchase (or an exchange of farmland) was made for farm consolidation purposes. The 
criteria to be used by Teagasc for this purpose and the information to be supplied to Teagasc are 
contained in guidelines published by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  Fol-
lowing the farm consolidation, a farmer must retain ownership of the farmland for a period of 
five years and must use the land for farming. Where any part of the land is disposed of before 
the end of this five-year holding period, the stamp duty relieved can subsequently be recovered 
by Revenue, or partly recovered, as appropriate. 

Where land was purchased before land was sold, or both transactions took place on or after 
1 January and  before 1 August 2018, and stamp duty at the rate of 6% was paid on the purchase 
value, eligible farmers may claim a refund from Revenue.  A refund claim is to be made on a 
self-assessment basis where the qualifying conditions for the relief are satisfied.  

An amended stamp duty return should be filed through Revenue’s online system (ROS) 
and the relief claimed on the return. Information on how to amend a return is contained on the 
Revenue website. Following the filing of the amended return, a refund claim should be made in 
writing to Revenue. The claim should set out the basis for the refund and include: 

- a certified copy of the deeds effecting the sale by the farmer and the purchase by the farmer; 
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- a valid Teagasc certificate; and 

- a written declaration by the purchaser confirming that it is the intention of each person 
to retain ownership of his or her interest in the qualifying land and use the qualifying land for 
farming for a period of 5 years from the date on which the first claim for relief (including a 
refund claim) is made in respect of the qualifying land. 

The claim should quote the Document ID that is on the return.

14/02/2019WRC02000National Treasury Management Agency Staff

14/02/2019WRC0210055. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the number of procurement 
officials within the NTMA charged with managing and overseeing public private partnerships; 
and the annual cost of same through salaries. [7548/19]

14/02/2019WRC02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It was not possible for the National 
Treasury Management Agency to provide the information sought in the time available and, 
therefore, I will make arrangements to provide the information in line with Standing Orders.

14/02/2019WRC02300Insurance Costs

14/02/2019WRC0240056. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance his plans to address the high 
costs of insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7145/19]

14/02/2019WRC02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note that 
while I am very aware of the financial strain which the cost of insurance is placing upon some 
consumers and businesses, as Minister for Finance, neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland has 
the power to direct insurers on the pricing or provision of insurance products.  Indeed, the EU 
framework for insurance expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which require 
insurers to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  
The provision of insurance cover and the price at which it is offered is a commercial matter 
for insurers and is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept and requires 
adequate provisioning to meet those risks.  These are considered by insurers on a case-by-case 
basis.

Notwithstanding the above, it was recognised with the establishment of the Cost of Insur-
ance Working Group in July 2016 that the environment within which insurers conduct their 
business can be better shaped, in order to make the Irish insurance market a more competitive 
one and also to  make it  more attractive for new entrants.  This Working Group, now chaired by 
the Minister of State for Financial Services and Insurance, Mr. Michael D’Arcy T.D., undertook 
an examination of the factors contributing to the increasing cost of insurance in order to iden-
tify what short, medium and long-term measures could be introduced to help reduce the cost of 
insurance for consumers and businesses. 

The initial focus of the Working Group was the issue of rising motor insurance premiums 
and the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was published in January 2017.  The Motor 
Report makes 33 recommendations with 71 associated actions to be carried out in agreed time-
frames, which are set out in an Action Plan.

In its second phase, the Working Group examined the cost of business insurance, in par-
ticular employer liability insurance and public liability insurance.  This work culminated in the 
publication of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance in January 
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2018.  The EL & PL Report makes 15 recommendations with 29 associated actions, again to be 
carried out in agreed timeframes set out in an Action Plan.

The recommendations from these two primary Reports are often inter-related and overall 
represent an important part of the broader insurance reform agenda.  Key recommendations in 
the two Reports seek to increase transparency in the sector, as well as to improve the personal 
injuries litigation framework and costs environment by encouraging greater use of the Personal 
Injuries Assessment Board and reviewing the level of damages in personal injury cases.  

Work is ongoing on the implementation of the recommendations from the two Reports by 
the relevant Government Departments and Agencies and there is a commitment that the Work-
ing Group will prepare quarterly updates on its progress.  The seventh such update was pub-
lished in November 2018 and shows that of the total number of 78 separate relevant deadlines 
within the Action Plans of the two Reports set up to the end of Q3 2018, 63 relate to actions 
which have been completed.  

Both of the primary Reports and the quarterly updates are available on the Department’s 
website.

The Deputy should note that the Cost of Insurance Working Group will continue to focus 
on putting into place the measures proposed in its two Reports.  It is envisaged that the full 
implementation of all the recommendations from both Reports cumulatively, with the appro-
priate levels of commitment and cooperation from all relevant stakeholders, can achieve the 
objectives of delivering fairer premiums for consumers and businesses, and a more stable and 
competitive insurance market.

In this regard, it should be noted that the most recent CSO data (for December 2018) indi-
cates that private motor insurance premiums have decreased by 22.16% since peaking in July 
2016.  While it is accepted that premiums are still at a high level for many people, such statistics 
indicate at least a greater degree of stability in the market on an overall basis. 

Finally, it is expected that the next quarterly Progress Update will be completed by the end 
of this month and will concentrate in particular on outlining the definitive position in relation 
to all of the 33 recommendations from the Motor Report as the last of the deadlines within its 
Action Plan passed at the end of 2018.

14/02/2019WRC02600Financial Services Regulation

14/02/2019WRC0270057. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to regulate the 
bad credit moneylending industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50518/18]

14/02/2019WRC02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy intends to re-
fer to licensed moneylenders who lend to people with bad credit histories. Illegal moneylenders 
operating without licences are a matter for An Garda Síochána.  

As the Deputy may be aware, Deputy Pearse Doherty initiated a Private Member’s Bill 
which would cap the APR which moneylenders can charge at 36 per cent. As indicated during 
second stage of that Bill, my Department is considering our response to the report prepared for 
Social Finance Foundation on interest rate restrictions by the Centre for Co-operative Studies 
of University College Cork. While this report recommended that usurious interest rates be pro-
hibited, this recommendation was conditional upon the credit union movement being able to 
serve the community which is currently serviced by moneylending firms, subject to adherence 
to prudent credit guidelines. A major policy concern is how to ensure that credit continues to 
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be available to this community in the event that supply of credit by moneylenders is reduced 
because of an interest rate cap. 

Furthermore, the Central Bank published a Consultation Paper (CP118) in March 2018 on 
its review of the Consumer Protection Code for Licensed Moneylenders proposing new mea-
sures which would enhance the framework of protections for customers of licensed moneylend-
ers.  I understand that it expects to finalise and publish Regulations under Section 48 of the 
Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013, to replace this Code in 2019.

14/02/2019WRC02900Budget 2019

14/02/2019WRC0300058. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance if he or his officials have 
been briefed on the ESRI report published on 11 December 2018. [53145/18]

14/02/2019WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A Special Article from the ESRI titled 
“Budget 2019: tax and welfare changes” was published on Tuesday, 11 December 2018. The 
article examines the distributional impact of the main tax and benefit changes in the Budget us-
ing the ESRI’s SWITCH model. Officials from the Department of Finance received an advance 
copy of the article one day prior to publication on 10 December 2018. This is in line with the 
pre-release protocol of the SWITCH Steering Committee. Officials made a submission to the 
Minister for information that day.

14/02/2019WRC03200Brexit Issues

14/02/2019WRC0330059. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the possibility that 
the United Kingdom will lose its membership of the common transit convention; and if he has 
raised these issues with his European and UK counterparts. [52201/18]

14/02/2019WRC03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The United Kingdom submitted an in-
strument of accession to the Convention on Common Transit (CTC) on 30 January 2019.

14/02/2019WRC03500Fuel Rebate Scheme

14/02/2019WRC0360060. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied with the per-
formance of the diesel rebate scheme; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many 
hauliers are dissatisfied with the design of the scheme; and if he will consider reforming same. 
[52197/18]

14/02/2019WRC03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the Die-
sel Rebate Scheme has been in place since 2013.  Under this scheme, Revenue will repay some 
of the mineral oil tax paid by a qualifying road transport operator on diesel purchases when the 
diesel is purchased within the State and used in the course of business transport activities in 
qualifying motor vehicles.  

The rebate under the scheme applies for qualifying applicants when the price of diesel 
reaches a certain level.  Currently, the quarterly diesel repayment rate is calculated using the 
national average purchase price. The Central Statistics Office provides this information.  The 
repayment rate is calculated on a sliding scale basis.  At present, there is no repayment when the 
price of diesel, including VAT, is at or below €1.23 per litre.  The maximum amount repayable 
under the scheme at present is 7.5 cent per litre when the price including VAT, is €1.54 per litre 
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or over.  

Ireland is one of only eight Member States that operates such a scheme and I am aware that 
there are different views on its merits. My Department’s Energy & Environmental Tax Strategy 
Paper 2017 noted that the Diesel Rebate Scheme is a subsidy, or tax expenditure, and an ESRI 
study showed that the Scheme has encouraged greater consumption of diesel and this has had 
negative environmental consequences over the length of the scheme. The ESRI estimated that 
the added impact on emissions of CO2, NOX and PM10 is significant, with over 100,000 extra 
tonnes of CO2 emitted. I am also aware that the haulage sector wish for the terms of the scheme 
to be enhanced.       

I made no change to the operation of this scheme in Budget 2019.  As with all taxation mea-
sures, the operation of the scheme is kept under review as part of the annual Budget process 
each year.

14/02/2019WRC03800Brexit Preparations

14/02/2019WRC0390061. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he and his officials are pre-
paring for soft technology options on the Border in view of the rules of the Single Market and 
in the event of there being a no-deal Brexit. [7052/19]

14/02/2019WRC04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy refers to ‘soft technology’. 
For the purpose of this answer, it is assumed that the Deputy means a ‘soft border’ achieved by 
way of technological solutions.

I am advised by Revenue that there are currently no technological solutions in operation 
anywhere in the world that would solve the issues needed to avoid a hard border. Therefore 
there are no technological options that would provide the type of guarantee required to avoid a 
hard border, including any physical infrastructure and related checks and controls and to protect 
the integrity of the Single Market, post Brexit. In addition, the UK have not yet put forward 
technological options that would provide the types of satisfactory guarantees required to avoid 
a hard border and to protect the integrity of the Single Market, post Brexit.

The Government has been clear that it is not preparing for a hard border in any circumstanc-
es and remains of the firm view that the best and only way to avoid a hard border and protect the 
peace process is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement agreed between the EU and the UK. I am 
therefore advised by Revenue that in line with the Government approach they are not preparing 
for technological solutions for the border with Northern Ireland, post Brexit.

In a no deal scenario, from 29 March 2019, the free circulation and movement of goods 
between EU Member States and the UK will end. Clearly, this will pose significant challenges 
for Ireland, for other EU Member States, and for the UK.

The Government has indicated that in the event of a ‘no deal’ exit, it will engage in intensive 
discussions with the EU Commission and our EU partners on the options available to avoid a 
hard border on the island of Ireland and to protect the EU’s Single Market and Ireland’s place 
in it. Revenue will provide whatever technical expertise and assistance may be required during 
this process.

Question No. 62 answered with Question No. 37.

14/02/2019WRC04100Film Industry Tax Reliefs
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14/02/2019WRC0420063. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking as 
a condition for approving section 481 film tax relief to ensure the application of all employment 
rights, legislation and in particular the Protection of Employees (Fixed-Term Work) Act 2003. 
[7476/19]

14/02/2019WRC04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that a num-
ber of amendments were made to Section 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 as part of 
Finance Act 2018.

I am advised that the office of the Revenue Commissioners carry out a comprehensive 
programme of ‘outdoor’ compliance operations each year, many of which are carried out on a 
multi-agency basis, which can include officials from the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection and the Workplace Relations Commission. The primary role of these joint 
investigation units is to detect non-compliance with tax and duty obligations, which includes 
non-operation of the PAYE system on foot of bogus self-employment. 

The matter of quality employment requires input from industry stakeholders in addition to 
Government agencies, and the monitoring of compliance with employment rights legislation 
referenced by the Deputy is primarily a matter for the Department of Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation through the Workplace Relations Commission, which falls within that Department’s 
remit. 

However I would note that Revenue is currently bringing forward the Regulations which 
are necessary to support the Finance Act 2018 amendments. I understand that the Deputy met 
previously with officials on these matters and I can confirm that relevant Labour Court interven-
tions raised have been considered as part of these preparations. Officials from Revenue have 
also been working with the Department of Business Enterprise and Innovation in relation to 
the employment obligations of the producer company and qualifying company for section 481 
claims.  

Those Regulations must be made with the consent of both myself and my colleague, the 
Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, and I understand that officials in both Depart-
ments are currently reviewing the relevant drafts.

14/02/2019WRC04400VAT Rate Application

14/02/2019WRC0450064. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Finance if vulture funds pay VAT on 
properties they sell; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7517/19]

14/02/2019WRC04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The sale of developed property by a 
developer, liquidator or any other party is generally liable to VAT at the 13.5% reduced rate.

14/02/2019WRC04700Tax Collection

14/02/2019WRC0480065. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details 
supplied) accrued income tax arrears despite being in receipt of the appropriate tax credits or 
otherwise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7609/19]

14/02/2019WRC04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
reviewed the tax situation of the person in question and is satisfied that underpayments oc-
curred for the years 2014 to 2017 (inclusive). The underpayments arose because the person’s 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) payments were not cor-
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rectly taxed.

Revenue has confirmed that the outstanding arrears will be collected over a number of years 
so that the financial burden on the person is minimised to the greatest extent possible. This will 
be achieved by reducing their tax credits rather than involving any direct payment. Revenue 
has already held discussions with the person regarding an extended payment timeline that takes 
account of their personal circumstances.

14/02/2019WRD00200Brexit Preparations

14/02/2019WRD0030066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he con-
tinues to be in contact with all relevant bodies and agencies in the preparation of the post-Brexit 
conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7616/19]

14/02/2019WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that Brexit 
has implications across almost all sectors of the economy. Since the UK referendum, Brexit is 
an integral part of business planning in the Department of Finance and issues relating to Brexit 
are mainstreamed across all divisions of my Department. In this context, I meet and engage on 
an ongoing basis with my officials on issues linked to Brexit. 

As Minister for Finance, my objective is to protect the economic and financial interests of 
the State and to support the work of the Revenue Commissioners so as to minimise the Brexit 
disruption to trade, to the greatest extent possible. 

My Department is working within the whole-of-Government approach and coordinating 
closely with its agencies who are developing and implementing plans and measures to protect 
our economy. I recently met with the Chief Executive of the NTMA, the Chairman of the Rev-
enue Commissioners and the Deputy Governor of the Central Bank. All are engaging closely in 
the overall whole- of- Government preparations, and are confident that they have put appropri-
ate contingency measures in place to do everything possible to limit the inevitable disruption to 
consumers and trade, in the event of a no deal Brexit. 

The Central Bank has statutory responsibility for financial stability and has been focused on 
Brexit since before the UK referendum. It is working closely with financial services firms to en-
sure that they have contingency plans in place for end March 2019, and that they are adequately 
prepared to cope with the possible effects of Brexit, with as little disruption for consumers as 
possible. On the basis of its work and engagement across the sector, the Central Bank has been 
able to assure me that, while some level of market disruption is inevitable, the financial system 
as a whole should be resilient enough to withstand a hard Brexit and that the most material ‘cliff 
edge’ financial stability risks arising from Brexit have been largely mitigated. 

Within Revenue, there is a very significant programme of work that has been ongoing in 
terms of ICT, staffing and engagement across the country with the business community. Rev-
enue have invested in scaling up its Customs ICT framework to deal with the anticipated in-
crease in customs declarations and have accelerated and expanded their recruitment and training 
schedules to be ready for March 2019 and are on track to have over 400 additional staff in place 
by the end of March 2019. Revenue is working hard to support trade and businesses to be as 
prepared as possible and to deal with the outcome of unfolding developments through engage-
ment with trade representative bodies, participation in and organization of events and seminars 
around the country and targeted correspondence to reach large and small traders across the 
country who do business with the UK. 

In relation to the funding of the State, the NTMA’s strategy continues to take account of the 
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market dislocation risks posed by Brexit and the Exchequer’s funding position is strong with 
significant holdings of cash.  

I am satisfied that the Department and its relevant agencies are continuing  to work to ensure 
that they as prepared as possible to limit the inevitable disruption to consumers and trade, post 
Brexit.

Question No. 67 answered with Question No. 36.

14/02/2019WRD00500Economic Data

14/02/2019WRD0060068. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which recov-
ery from the economic crisis continues; if specific issues are likely to impact on the progress; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7618/19]

14/02/2019WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The strong growth recorded over the 
last number of years has enabled the Irish economy to move from a stage of recovery to a 
more mature stage in the economic cycle. Importantly growth in the economy has become 
more broad based in recent years, with both domestic demand and net exports making positive 
contributions to growth. The latest data from the CSO shows that modified domestic demand 
increased by over 5 per cent on an annual basis in the first three quarters of 2018. 

Arguably, the best indication of the recovery in the economy has been in the labour market, 
with employment increasing by 3 per cent on an annual basis in the third quarter of 2018. As 
a result there are now more people working in Ireland than ever before. In parallel, the unem-
ployment rate has fallen a peak of 16 per cent in early 2012 to 5.3 per cent in December 2018. 

As I outlined in Budget 2019, the economy is expected to continue to grow strongly over 
the coming years, with GDP forecast to grow by 4.2 per cent this year and 3.6 per cent in 2020. 
This in turn will be reflected in the labour market, with the creation of an additional 62,000 jobs 
in 2019. 

Despite this positive outlook, the risks to our economy are numerous and primarily exter-
nal in nature. First and foremost is the potential fallout from a more adverse-than-expected 
outcome from Brexit. Secondly, given Ireland’s position as a small open economy with a high 
degree of integration in global value chains, any further escalation in trade protectionism or a 
slowdown in global growth would have a disproportionate impact on the Irish economy.  In ad-
dition, a faster-than-expected normalisation of monetary policy, changes in other jurisdictions 
that affect the competitiveness of Ireland’s corporate tax regime and rising geopolitical uncer-
tainty all have the potential to undermine growth in the economy.

As a number of these factors are beyond our control, the best way we can mitigate against 
them is through prudent budgetary policy, careful management of the public finances and by 
focusing on competitiveness-oriented policies. That is what this Government has done and will 
continue to do.

14/02/2019WRD00800Financial Services Regulation

14/02/2019WRD0090069. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if the activities of primary 
and secondary lenders will be monitored with a view to ensuring that they deal with their cus-
tomers in a fair and equitable manner (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7619/19]
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14/02/2019WRD0100071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if lending institutions are 
encouraged to give similar consideration to their customers who found themselves in a difficult 
situation arising from the banking collapse (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7621/19]

14/02/2019WRD0110072. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if the Central Bank can 
ensure that customers who are in indebted to the banking system have the benefit of a code of 
conduct in which all avenues to resolve their difficulties are explored in all cases before taking 
recovery action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7622/19]

14/02/2019WRD01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 69, 
71 and 72 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, a key priority for the Government and the Central Bank of 
Ireland is ensuring that the interests of consumers of financial services are protected.  A key ele-
ment of the Central Bank’s role is ensuring that the consumer protection regulatory framework 
is fit for purpose and ensures that consumers best interests are protected. 

The Central Bank’s approach to mortgage arrears resolution is focused on ensuring the fair 
treatment of borrowers in keeping with its remit and responsibilities for safeguarding stability 
and protecting consumers.  This is achieved through a strong consumer protection framework 
and ensuring that lenders have appropriate arrears resolution strategies and operations in place.  

The Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears (CCMA) forms part of the Central Bank’s Con-
sumer Protection Framework.  This statutory Code was first introduced by the Central Bank in 
February 2009, with the current CCMA becoming effective from 1 July 2013.  The CCMA pro-
vides a strong consumer protection framework, aimed specifically at the process to be followed 
by relevant firms, to ensure borrowers in arrears or pre-arrears in respect of a mortgage loan 
secured on a primary residence are treated in a timely, transparent and fair manner and that due 
regard is had to the fact that each case of mortgage arrears is unique and needs to be considered 
on its own merits. 

Banks, retail credit firms and credit servicing firms are all required to comply with the 
CCMA.  The CCMA recognises that it is in the interests of borrowers and regulated firms to ad-
dress financial difficulties as speedily, effectively and sympathetically as circumstances allow.  
It sets out the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), a four-step process that regulated 
entities must follow:  

Step 1:    Communicate with borrower;

Step 2:    Gather financial information;

Step 3:    Assess the borrower’s circumstances; and

Step 4:    Propose a resolution

Each regulated entity must consider the borrower’s situation in the context of the solutions 
they provide, which may differ from firm to firm.  The CCMA does not prescribe the solution 
which must be offered.  

Under the CCMA, a regulated entity may only commence legal proceedings for reposses-
sion where it has made every reasonable effort to agree an alternative repayment arrangement 
(ARA) with the borrower and other clear requirements are met or the borrower has been classi-
fied as not co-operating.  This framework requires lenders to exhaust the options available from 
the suite of ARAs offered before taking action which may result in the borrower losing his/her 
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home (whether by voluntary sale or repossession).  During the legal process, borrowers have 
opportunities to re-engage with lenders to find a solution.  In some circumstances, however, loss 
of ownership may be unavoidable.  

As you will recall last year,  I asked the Central Bank to carry out a review of the CCMA to 
ensure it remains as effective as possible. The key finding was that for borrowers who engaged 
with the process, the CCMA is working effectively as it is intended in the context of the sale of 
loans by regulated lenders.  On foot of this review, the Central Bank also stated that although 
strategy, commercial decisions and contractual rights of regulated entities cannot be interfered 
with, they will investigate any patterns of behaviour it becomes aware of that suggests the 
CCMA is not being followed, and they will engage with industry on providing fuller informa-
tion to borrowers on the assessment of their case in relation to arrangements being considered 
or not.   

There are two other pieces of legislation that are relevant here.  The Consumer Protection 
(Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2015 (the 2015 Act) was introduced to fill the con-
sumer protection gap where loans are sold by the original lender to an unregulated firm. Under 
the 2015 Act, if the firm that bought loans from the original lender is an unregulated firm, then 
the loans must be serviced by a ‘credit servicing firm’ which is regulated by the Central Bank.  
Credit Servicing Firms are typically firms that manage or administer credit agreements such as 
mortgages or other loans on behalf of unregulated entities. 

Credit servicing firms must act in accordance with the requirements of Irish financial ser-
vices law that applies to ‘regulated financial service providers’. This ensures that consumers, 
whose loans are sold to another firm, maintain the same regulatory protections that they had 
prior to the sale, including under the various statutory Codes of Conduct issued by the Central 
Bank.

Last year, the Government supported and assisted Deputy Michael McGrath’s Private Mem-
bers Bill, now the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act, 2018 (the 
2018 Act) which requires owners of loan books to be authorised and regulated by the Central 
Bank of Ireland.  Specifically three activities, which were not regulated, are now regulated:

- holding the legal title to credit granted under the credit agreement, 

- determination of the overall strategy for the management and administration of a portfolio 
of credit agreements; and 

- maintenance of control over key decisions relating to such portfolio. 

The 2018 Act gives owners of the legal title to credit 90 days from the commencement of 
the Act to apply for authorisation, i.e. by 21 April 2019. A loan owner must keep the existing 
authorised credit servicing firm in place until their application for authorisation is approved or 
refused.

The Government, along with the Central Bank, will continue to monitor and ensure that the 
consumer protection framework in place is applied appropriately.

14/02/2019WRD01300Credit Availability

14/02/2019WRD0140070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which work-
ing capital continues to be made available to the farming and business sectors, with particular 
reference to smaller enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7620/19]
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14/02/2019WRD01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Supporting the availability of finance 
for SMEs is a cornerstone of Government policy in our efforts to strengthen the economy and 
create jobs.  Government is focused on ensuring that all viable SMEs have access to an ap-
propriate supply of credit from a diverse range of bank and non-bank sources. In this regard 
the Government has developed a number of initiatives to ensure that the supply of credit in the 
market is sufficient to meet the existing and future funding needs of SMEs, particularly in light 
of Brexit.  

In terms of monitoring the working capital and other requirements for SMEs, my Depart-
ment biannually surveys the demand for credit by SMEs.  The latest Department of Finance 
SME Credit Demand Survey, covering the period April to September 2018, can be found at 
www.finance.gov.ie.  The results of this survey show that working capital/cash flow require-
ments are provided as the main reason for applying for bank finance with 42% stating this is 
why they requested bank finance. When asked about sources of finance for working capital, 
internal funds/retained earnings were the main finance source of working capital with 85% of 
working capital coming from this source (up 4%) since Sept. ‘17. 

A €300 million Brexit Loan Scheme was announced in Budget 2018 and launched at end 
March 2018. The purpose of the Scheme is to provide short term working capital to assist Irish 
small businesses adapt and innovate in response to the challenges posed by Brexit.  Loans pro-
vided under the Scheme are between €25,000 and €1.5 million with a maximum interest rate 
of 4%, a meaningful reduction compared to the current cost of credit for SMEs. In addition, 
loans below €500,000 do not require security.  The Scheme is offered by the Strategic Bank-
ing Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) through participating finance providers, including Bank of 
Ireland, Ulster Bank and Allied Irish Bank, a key objective of the SBCI is to ensure that SMEs 
can access low cost flexible loans from a variety of sources.  Due to state aid rules, the Scheme 
is not available to primary producers in the agriculture sector or to the fishing sector; however, 
it is open to food businesses.

The Microenterprise Loan Fund, administered by Microfinance Ireland, is an additional 
source of credit that provides loans for up to €25,000 to start-up, newly established, or growing 
micro enterprises employing fewer than ten people. Up to the end of Q3 2018, €26.7m in loans 
have been approved, supporting 4,407 jobs.

The Credit Review Office is another government initiative that helps SMEs who have had 
an application for credit of up to €3 million declined or reduced by the main banks, and who 
feel that they have a viable business proposition. This is a strictly confidential process between 
the business, the Credit Review Office and the bank. The Credit Review Office supports the 
appealer in more than 50% of cases.  

The Government remains committed to the Farming and SME sector and sees it as the key 
engine of ongoing economic growth. I can assure the Deputy that my Department, working 
with other relevant Departments, Bodies and Agencies, such as the Credit Review Office, will 
continue to advance policies to ensure the availability of both bank and non-bank credit so as to 
ensure that viable Irish business have sufficient access to finance.

Questions Nos. 71 and 72 answered with Question No. 69.

14/02/2019WRD01800Corporation Tax Regime

14/02/2019WRD0190073. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he re-
mains satisfied that foreign direct investment here does not become affected by measures to ap-
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ply corporation profits tax here on profits earned abroad (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7623/19]

14/02/2019WRD02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that my officials sought to 
speak with staff in the Deputy’s office seeking clarification regarding the substance of the ques-
tion posed. In the absence of a response from the Deputy’s office it is with regret that I cannot 
answer this question at this time.

However I would like to assure the Deputy that my officials are available to discuss this 
matter, and if he wishes to subsequently ask the question again I would be happy to reply sub-
stantively.

14/02/2019WRD02100Tax Code

14/02/2019WRD0220074. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the position in regard to 
discussions at EU level to remove taxation policy from member states, having particular regard 
to Ireland’s peripheral location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7624/19]

14/02/2019WRD02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, a Com-
mission communication entitled, “Towards a more efficient and democratic decision making 
in EU tax policy” has recently been published.  This communication sets out a roadmap which 
aims to start a debate around changing the system of voting for tax files from unanimity to 
qualified majority voting, QMV.

The Commission roadmap identifies the “passerelle clause” as being the most feasible op-
tion for moving away from unanimity. This provides that the European Council could unani-
mously decide to move an entire policy area or part of a policy area from unanimity voting to 
QMV. The support of the European Parliament, as well as national parliaments, including Dáil 
Éireann, would also be required. This is a highly sensitive suggestion for many member states, 
including Ireland, as any move to change the voting method used for tax files would reduce 
member states’ sovereignty.

Ireland believes that the current unanimity based voting procedure is the most appropriate 
voting system in the area of taxation.  Indeed, over the last 4 years, over 21 Taxation initiatives 
have been agreed by Member States through this voting process.  This is an average of one 
initiative being agreed every 3 months.  This includes important Directives on VAT, administra-
tive co-operation, Anti-Tax-Avoidance and also the EU list of non-cooperative tax jurisdictions.

Ireland’s tax sovereignty is an important issue for Irish citizens.  During the referendum on 
whether or not to adopt the Lisbon treaty a political commitment  was given by EU leaders to 
confirm that nothing in the Treaty impacted on Member States’ tax sovereignty. 

Given the large volume of important agreements reached at EU level on tax issues, I do not 
see the need for, or merits of, any proposals to move away from the requirement for unanimity.

The issue was discussed at the ECOFIN meeting earlier this week.  While I was unable to 
attend the meeting personally, I understand that a significant number of my fellow Ministers 
made clear that their Governments do not support any proposed change to how tax decisions 
are made at European level.

14/02/2019WRD02400Capital Expenditure Programme
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14/02/2019WRD0250075. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the capital projects complet-
ed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; the final cost of same; and 
the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review in tabular form. [7850/19]

14/02/2019WRD02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Based on the clarification received 
from the Deputy’s office stating that this PQ is concerned with projects with a cost of €10 mil-
lion or more I can confirm that my Department has not had any capital project in excess of this 
amount since 2011.

14/02/2019WRD02700National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

14/02/2019WRD0280076. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the de-
tails of the information regarding the cost overruns associated with the new national children’s 
hospital prior to the delivery of budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7409/19]

14/02/2019WRD02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Budget 2019 
was published on 9 October 2018.  The first full assessment of the cost overrun and the rea-
sons for it was received by my Department in the form of a report from the National Paediatric 
Hospital Development Board submitted by the Department of Health on the 19 November.  My 
Department reviewed the report and met with the Department of Health to discuss it on the 23 
November and made a formal submission to me on 26 November.

14/02/2019WRD03000Public Sector Staff Remuneration

14/02/2019WRD0310077. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
extent to which public pay, conditions and agreements continue to be met; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7615/19]

14/02/2019WRD03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to PQ Ref: 6225/19 and PQ Ref: 6219/19, which were answered together 
on 07/02/2019.

14/02/2019WRD03300Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRD0340078. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if an 
assessment has been conducted by his Department with respect to the implications for capital 
expenditure projects in view of the cost overruns associated with the new national children’s 
hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7516/19]

14/02/2019WRD0350079. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the reallocation of €50 million from the capital health budget for 2019 and the alloca-
tion of €50 million across other departmental capital budgets; the capital projects to be delayed 
and deferred; and the original dates of commencement and revised dates of commencement in 
tabular form. [7418/19]

14/02/2019WRD0360082. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the Min-
isters he has met to discuss capital projects in their Departments since budget 2019; when the 
meetings took place; the projects discussed; if the projects discussed will be allocated extra 
funding; and if not, if money will be deducted from its budget in tabular form. [7536/19]
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14/02/2019WRD03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 78, 79 and 82 together.

In my role as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform I am responsible for setting the 
overall capital allocations across Departments and for monitoring monthly expenditure at a 
Departmental level.  Responsibility for the management of individual projects rests with the 
relevant sponsoring Department or Agency.  

We have examined all projects and programmes across government in order to meet the 
funding pressures accruing on the National Children’s Hospital project.  This has allowed us 
to reschedule €75 million from projects such as in the case of the A5 Motorway in Northern 
Ireland, which is paused due to external issues.  The Department of Health will also re-profile 
€24 million in capital funding across both 2019 and 2020 to facilitate multi-annual manage-
ment of projects and works within the capital envelopes and to ensure the timely delivery of the 
National Children’s Hospital project.  A full list of the adjustments is set out below:

- re-scheduling of €27m arising in relation to the A5 Motorway in Northern Ireland;

- re-scheduling of €10m arising in relation to the National Forensic Science Laboratory;

- advance payment of a sum of €10m from the Department of Education and Skills in re-
spect of higher education facilities at the National Children’s Hospital;

- an updating of the scheduled draw-down of €16m from the two Project Ireland 2040 Re-
generation Funds, which are being profiled for expenditure throughout the course of both 2019 
and 2020 without delays in project planning, design and delivery;

- re-profiling of payments of €4m under certain programmes of investment in Communica-
tions, Climate Action & Environment;

- €3m from the re-profiling of investment under the Flood Risk Management Programme 
of the Office of Public Works to allow for capacity to be built up over the course of the NDP 
period;

- revision of the schedule of drawdown of funding in the PER and Finance Groups of Votes 
totalling €3m; and

- €2m through changes to the timing of payments relating to certain capital works by the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, with full project delivery scheduled across 
both 2019 and 2020.

While it is important to recognise and acknowledge the increased costs of the National Chil-
dren’s Hospital project it is equally important to acknowledge the many projects that have been 
delivered on time and on budget through Project Ireland 2040.

We are continuing important investment programmes for roads and light rail, improving our 
environment, with 90 new schools under construction in 2019 and 700 benefitting from minor 
improvements.  Investment will provide 10,000 social housing units and support better health 
outcomes with primary care facilities to be opened or upgraded in 18 locations nationwide. 

14/02/2019WRD03900Courts Service Properties

14/02/2019WRD0400080. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the plans of the Office of Public Works for a building (details supplied). [7432/19]
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14/02/2019WRD04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The property 
referred to by the Deputy is not in the control of the Office of Public Works but is vested in the 
Courts Service in accordance with section 26 of the Courts Service Act 1998.

14/02/2019WRD04200National Children’s Hospital

14/02/2019WRD0430081. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
his officials were first informed of the contents of the memo to the Minister for Health dated 27 
August 2018 regarding the new children’s hospital construction project cost update; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7530/19]

14/02/2019WRD04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand 
that the memo referred to is an internal Memo provided to the Minister for Health from his of-
ficials in the Department of Health. 

The first full assessment of the cost overrun and the reasons for it was received by my De-
partment in the form of a report from the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board sub-
mitted by the Department of Health on the 19 November.  My Department reviewed the report 
and met with the Department of Health to discuss it on the 23 November and made a formal 
submission to me on 26 November.

Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 78.

14/02/2019WRE00200Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRE0030083. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
capital projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; the 
final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review in 
tabular form. [7549/19]

14/02/2019WRE00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has not completed any capital projects, of the scale defined by the Deputy’s office, since 
2011.

In order to obtain the information sought in respect of such capital projects completed by 
other Departments, a separate question would need to be submitted to each of the relevant Min-
isters.

14/02/2019WRE00500Public Procurement Contracts Data

14/02/2019WRE0060084. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
capital projects since 2011 that proceeded on a basis other than a fixed-sum contract, in tabular 
form. [7550/19]

14/02/2019WRE00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Government 
policy requires the use of the Capital Works Management Framework (CWMF) on all projects 
delivered under the Exchequer-funded element of the public capital programme.  The public 
works contract is a key component of the CWMF and is a lump sum, fixed-price contract which 
is to be used on all public works projects.  It is possible for public bodies to seek a derogation 
from the use of the standard forms of contract from the Government Contracts Committee for 
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Construction (GCCC).  This process has been availed of by sanctioning authorities for large 
or complex projects  or for those with specific requirements which do not naturally fit with the 
standard ‘lump sum’ contracts.

It is important to note that a derogation, if agreed, does not approve the approach or strat-
egy of the Contracting Authority, but simply acknowledges that the circumstances are such as 
to warrant a different approach than the standard.  It is a matter for the Contracting Authority 
and the Sanctioning Authority to satisfy themselves as to the adequacy of the approach with 
regards to compliance with procurement rules and project appraisal in accordance with the 
Public Spending Code.  Accountability for the procurement strategy rests with the Contracting 
Authority.

Applications for derogations were received by the GCCC in relation to the following capital 
projects.

Department/Public Body Project
Dept. of Communication, Energy & Natural 
Resources/Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) 

Energy performance contracting initia-
tive (National Energy Service Framework 
(NESF))This is a template form of contract 
published by SEAI.  It is used in energy 
retrofit projects where the tenderer bids 
guaranteed energy savings that are delivered 
on foot of building fabric, heating and light-
ing upgrades which are funded up front by 
the contractor and paid back over a defined 
period by the client.

Dept. of Communication, Energy & Natural 
Resources

Use of NEC3 for remediation works at the 
disused mining site at Avoca, Co. Wicklow.
This project used a target cost contract and 
was granted a derogation on the basis that 
it was not possible to define the extent of 
remediation works to the underground mine 
shafts prior to the award of the contract. 

Dept. of Communication, Energy & Natural 
Resources/Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) 

Use of the Local Energy Supply Contract 
(LESC) to finance, design, build, supply 
fuel, operate and maintain biomass heat and 
power systems and related projects.This is 
a specialist template contract developed by 
SEAI to engage energy supply companies 
for district heating and power schemes.  

An Post GPO: Witness History 1916 Centenary 
ProjectThis project used an amended form 
of the public works contract to facilitate 
the use of acceleration in recognition of 
the fixed completion date for this project to 
ensure it would be completed and open in 
advance of Easter 2016.
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Department/Public Body Project
National Paediatric Hospital Development 
Board (NPHDB) 

NPHDB on their Procurement Strategy. The 
contract was developed by NPHDB.  It is 
a bespoke form based on the standard form 
of public works contract for building works 
designed by the Employer amended to suit 
the 2 stage contract award. 

Dept. of Agriculture, Food & Marine To use the standard FIDIC form of Con-
tract for proposed dredging and reclama-
tion works.A specialist form of contract 
developed specifically for dredging works 
that permits re-measurement of the dredged 
materials to reflect the varying costs of dis-
posal associated with the different material 
removed in marine and estuary dredging 
projects. 

Grangegorman Development Agency FIDIC Design, Build and Operate (DBO) 
Gold Book Contract Approval for Grange-
gorman Energy Centre.There is no standard 
form of DBO contract published under the 
CWMF. 

Transport infrastructure Ireland   (TII) Use of NEC3 option C (Target Cost) con-
tract for the upgrade works on the N8/N25/
N40 Dunkettle interchange in Cork City.  
This contract makes provision for early 
contractor engagement on design solutions 
and adopts a target cost in recognition of the 
possible variation in the price as the con-
struction solution is finalised.

Office of Public Works (OPW) Amendments to the Public Works Contracts 
for Building Works Designed by the Em-
ployer (PW-CF1 v2.0) for use on projects 
involving conservation, restoration and 
refurbishment works on heritage and other 
existing buildings.Amendments were under-
taken to the standard form of public works 
contract to permit limited contingency sums 
for certain specialist works that cannot be 
fully defined in advance of the works com-
mencing. 

Cork County Council Use of NEC3 Option C – Target Cost with 
Activity Schedule for East Tip, Haulbow-
line Island Remediation Works (funded by 
the Dept. of Agriculture, Food & Marine).  
The target cost contract was adopted on 
this project in recognition of the uncertain 
ground conditions and the make-up of the 
waste material that was to be removed from 
the dump site adjacent to the former Irish 
Steel plant.
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Department/Public Body Project
Transport infrastructure Ireland   (TII) Metrolink – initial engagement with GCCC 

on TII’s outline procurement strategy.  A 
form of contract has not been decided upon 
at the point of the engagement.

Údarás na Gaeltachta Contract Strategy and Procurement for 
Design, Build, Operate (DBO) to use the 
FIDIC Gold Book conditions of contract for 
the Upgrade Works to Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant and Treated Effluent Disposal at 
Eastát Tionscail, An Tulaigh, Co. na Gail-
limhe.There is no standard form of DBO 
contract published under the CWMF.

14/02/2019WRE00800Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRE0090085. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a com-
pany (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7567/19]

14/02/2019WRE01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The table 
below sets out the information requested by the Deputy in relation to the company in question:

Year Service Cost
2015 External expertise and 

support on Public Service 
Reform 

€36,900

2015 ICT Baselining Project €148,781
2018 Banking Services for cen-

tral government – review of 
market

€44,526

14/02/2019WRE01100Flood Risk Management

14/02/2019WRE0120086. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if over-
runs at the national children’s hospital will not result in cuts to Office of Public Works funding 
earmarked for urgent flood mitigation measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7574/19]

14/02/2019WRE01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Arising from 
the Government decision of Tuesday 12th February 2019 in relation to capital reallocations 
related to the cost overrun on the National Children’s hospital, the Office of Public Works is 
reviewing the most appropriate means of achieving the required capital savings of €3 million 
in the flood risk management area. Expenditure on any particular project or programme in any 
year is dependent on many variables related to the progress of the project and programme. The 
OPW can state that all capital projects committed to will be delivered.

14/02/2019WRE01400National Broadband Plan Expenditure
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14/02/2019WRE0150087. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pro-
cess in which information regarding the cost of the national broadband plan is communicated 
by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment to his Department; 
and the mechanism by which oversight of increases in the cost are notified to his Department. 
[7647/19]

14/02/2019WRE0160088. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his re-
sponsibilities regarding the cost of the national broadband plan. [7648/19]

14/02/2019WRE01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 87 and 88 together.

All public capital projects are subject to the provisions of the Department’s Public Spending 
Code. The Public Spending Code provides key principles as well as identifying a clear frame-
work for the appraisal, planning and management of these capital projects. This includes the 
specification of the respective roles and responsibilities of the project Sponsoring Agency and 
project Sanctioning Authority. 

In terms of the National Broadband Plan (NBP), the Department of Communications, Cli-
mate Action and Environment is the designated Sponsoring Agency and is responsible for the 
proper appraisal, planning and management of the plan, including the tendering process for the 
State intervention network.

Under the Public Spending Code, the Government is the Sanctioning Authority for the NBP. 
It is the Government which will be responsible for making a final decision on whether or not 
to proceed with the bid under the current tendering process, having considered, in due course, 
the recommendation of the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. 
As Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, when Exchequer monies are being sought for 
capital projects, I consider proposals in terms of affordability, value for money, costs and the 
potential impact on existing capital allocations. 

In terms of information, my Department has been kept apprised on the NBP procurement 
process through meetings with officials from the Department of Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment (and their advisers as appropriate), submissions and presentations, as 
well as the submission of Cost Benefit Analysis Reports.

The above engagements between my Department and the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action and Environment have, naturally, included the issue of cost estimates and 
changes thereto.  My Department has conveyed its views on these estimates to the Department 
of Communications, Climate Action and Environment. My Department has also commented on 
methodologies applied in the Cost Benefit Analysis Reports. 

I have also discussed the NBP with the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment and with his predecessor.

14/02/2019WRE01900School Accommodation Provision

14/02/2019WRE0200089. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he has taken 
following his meeting with representatives of a school (details supplied) in order to ensure that 
the procurement and planning process is fast-tracked for temporary accommodation to enable it 
to be open to receive the extra children on site in August 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7410/19]
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14/02/2019WRE02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has approved 
the provision of additional temporary accommodation for 2019/2020 for the school referred to 
by the Deputy at its current location and the initial approval letter issued to the school authori-
ties in November 2018. My Department now awaits documentation from the school authorities 
in order to progress this matter further.

14/02/2019WRE02200Schools Facilities

14/02/2019WRE0230090. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a school (details supplied) for a general purpose room; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7429/19]

14/02/2019WRE02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that under the National Development Plan (NDP), increased funding has been provided for the 
school sector capital investment programme.  This funding allows for a continued focus on the 
provision of new permanent school places to keep pace with demographic demand and also 
provides for an additional focus on the refurbishment of existing school buildings to include the 
building and modernisation of PE facilities in schools.

The immediate priority of my Department is providing 20,000 new and replacement school 
places each year, to ensure that every child has a school place. The focus in the medium will be 
on the provision of PE halls in post-primary schools.

14/02/2019WRE02500School Curriculum

14/02/2019WRE0260091. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills the obligation on a 
school principal in circumstances in which the parents of a child refuse to allow the child to 
be assessed by the school MICRA-T in which the principal has requested the assessment and 
the parents have refused; the actions a school principal takes in this case; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7434/19]

14/02/2019WRE02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Circular 56 of 2011 places a 
requirement on schools to implement standardised testing at second, fourth and sixth classes. In 
accordance with the Circular, pupils may be excluded from the test if in the view of the school 
principal they have a learning or physical disability which would prevent them from attempt-
ing the test, or in the case of pupils for whom English is a second language, that the pupil’s 
proficiency in English is such that attempting the assessment would be inappropriate. In other 
words, the principal has discretion regarding exempting individual pupils from the assessments 
but would typically make that decision only where a sound educational reason exists.

The rationale for using assessments is to gather good quality data about a pupil’s progress, 
relative to other pupils at the same stage of learning. That information can be used to identify 
pupils who might need additional support for their learning, for example, pupils with learning 
difficulties or gifted pupils. The information which these tests provide is very valuable to the 
teacher who has a more informed understanding of the achievements of pupils in reading and 
mathematics and so can plan more effectively for teaching and learning. It is also useful at the 
whole-school level, where the school uses that information to set and monitor targets for im-
provements in the areas of literacy and numeracy as part of the school self-evaluation process. 

Given the importance of assessment in supporting children’s learning, parents are strongly 
encouraged to allow their children to participate in the assessment activities which are carried 
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out by the school in accordance with the school’s assessment policy. If a parent has concerns 
about his or her child’s participation in assessment activities, including standardised tests, the 
parent and the school to discuss the issue. Ultimately, a parent may decide not to permit his or 
her child to participate in a given assessment activity.

The Principal should point out to the parents in this case that while children in primary 
schools are not subject to State examination, assessment is an integral aspect of teaching and 
learning. Assessment is a necessary process used to identify specific areas of learning in which 
the student may require greater support or alternative learning and teaching approaches; and 
to assist the teacher in planning the next steps in the students’ learning. Standardised testing is 
one assessment tool used to build up a picture of a student’s strengths and weaknesses. The out-
comes of these tests are also intended to be used to inform decisions about teaching and learn-
ing in the classroom and the school in order to improve outcomes for children.  The school’s 
policy on assessment which should be developed to outline the how, when and where of these 
assessment procedures should also be provided to the parents.

14/02/2019WRE02800Teachers’ Remuneration

14/02/2019WRE0290092. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of mea-
sures to cease pay inequality for teachers who qualified after 2011; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7453/19]

14/02/2019WRE03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The public service agreements 
have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start. The starting salary for 
a new entrant teacher in 2012 was €30,702. As a result of the programme of pay restoration, the 
starting salary of a teacher is now €36,318 and from 1 October 2020 onwards will be €37,692. 

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisation 
for new entrants to the public service.”

The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of this provision by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further change which would provide a two 
scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such an adjust-
ment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education accounts for 
€83 million. The report also acknowledges that, during the financial crisis, there were policy 
changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public sector (includ-
ing education). 

The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the education 
sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants.

On 24 September 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government and the public 
services committee of ICTU in respect of new entrant pay. 

This agreement will benefit 16,000 teachers within the education sector. For example, a 
teacher hired in September 2011 will see their salary increase from €45,200 in September 2018 
to €53,062 in September 2020 under the PSSA agreement and the 24 September agreement.

These restorations for new entrants have been achieved through continued engagement and 
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collective bargaining between the Government and the public service unions and shows the 
benefits that such engagement can bring.

14/02/2019WRE03100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

14/02/2019WRE0320093. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he is tak-
ing to ensure that two children (details supplied) in County Kildare will receive access to the 
education provision to which they are entitled; the schooling options available to them; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7468/19]

14/02/2019WRE03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s policy is 
that all children with Special Educational Needs (SEN), can have access to an education appro-
priate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the primary and post primary school 
network. 

The greater proportion of children with SEN attend mainstream class, where they may ac-
cess additional supports if required. 

Special class placements are provided in mainstream schools for students with special edu-
cational needs and more complex needs, where it has been demonstrated that he/she is unable 
to learn effectively in a mainstream class for most or all of the school day even with appropriate 
supports.

Special school placements are provided for other students with very complex special educa-
tional needs who wouldn’t manage in a mainstream school even for part of the week. Enrolment 
of a child in a special school is based on a professional recommendation for a special school 
placement in consultation with the NCSE.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of local Special 
Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), in consultation with the relevant education partners, is 
responsible for the establishment of special classes and special school in various geographical 
areas where there is an identified need.

The NCSE works in collaboration with the Educational Welfare Services (EWS) of the 
Child and Family Agency which is the statutory agency that can assist parents who are experi-
encing difficulty in securing a school place for their child or can offer assistance where a child 
is out of school. 

Under section 15 (2) (d) of the Education Act 1998, each school is legally obliged to dis-
close its enrolment policy and to ensure that as regards that policy that principles of equality 
and the right of parents to send their children to a school of the parent’s choice are respected.

The Educational Welfare Service (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) is the 
statutory body which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school 
placement for their child. My Department has been in contact with the EWS in relation to the 
two children referred to by the Deputy and the EWS have advised that they will follow up on 
this case at local level. 

Under Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 where a school board of management make a 
decision to refuse enrolment, a parent/guardian can appeal that decision within 42 days to the 
Secretary General of my Department. My Department has received Section 29 appeal applica-
tions in respect of the two children referred to by the Deputy, but as the appeal applications were 
made more than 42 days after the decision to refuse enrolment, my Department did not admit 



14 February 2019

51

the appeal applications. 

My Department wrote to the parent on 1st February 2019 to advise that the Section 29 ap-
peal applications were not being admitted. It is open to the parent to seek a review on that deci-
sion, in the event that exceptional circumstances prevented them making the appeal within the 
42 days.

14/02/2019WRE03400School Attendance Data

14/02/2019WRE0350094. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to address 
the matter of reduced timetables being used in schools to manage behaviour; the way in which 
the practice is monitored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7506/19]

14/02/2019WRE0360095. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will review 
the practice of reduced timetables operating in schools and address the loophole in which chil-
dren are marked present then sent home and therefore not being reported to Tusla will be ad-
dressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7507/19]

14/02/2019WRE03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The position of my Depart-
ment in relation to the use of reduced timetables is that each child has a right to education to 
enable them to live a full life as a child and to realise his or her potential as a unique individual.  
All pupils who are enrolled in a school should attend school for the full day, unless exempted 
from doing so for exceptional circumstances, such as medical reasons.

Reduced timetables should not be used as a behavioural management technique, or as a de 
facto suspension or expulsion nor does any provision exist for the use of reduced timetables for 
particular pupils or groups of pupils.

Where children with emotional or behavioural difficulties, are enrolled, additional resources 
such as Special Education Teachers and Special Needs Assistants, are provided to schools to 
support the inclusion of such pupils.

The National Council for Special Education also provides training and guidance to schools 
around the inclusion of pupils with special educational needs and including around the manage-
ment of behaviours that challenge. 

Where schools apply a shorter school day in relation to a child, such arrangements should 
only be put in place in exceptional circumstances in order to assist a pupil to return to a school, 
where a pupil has been experiencing an absence due to a medical or behavioural related condi-
tion. 

Any such arrangement should be a transitionary arrangement, which is designed to assist the 
reintegration of a pupil to a school environment.

In making any such arrangements, school authorities should be mindful of the best interests 
of the child and of the child’s right to a full day in school. Schools should seek the advice of the 
National Educational Psychological Service before implementing such arrangements.

My Department is engaging with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and TUSLA 
Educational Welfare Service on the matter of reduced timetables with a view to examining op-
tions which can be taken to address the issues raised.

14/02/2019WRE03900School Attendance Data
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14/02/2019WRE0400096. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will insert a 
mandatory ethnic identifier in reporting by schools further to a review of the practice of reduced 
timetabling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7509/19]

14/02/2019WRE04100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under GDPR and the Data 
Protection Act 2018, ethnicity is considered a special category of personal data and is subject 
to additional protections. Therefore information on pupil ethnicity can only be collected and 
reported on a voluntary basis, with the explicit consent of a pupil’s parent(s) or guardian(s).

My Department is engaging with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and TUSLA 
Educational Welfare Service on the matter of reduced timetables with a view to examining op-
tions which can be taken to address the issues raised. 

14/02/2019WRE04200School Enrolments

14/02/2019WRE0430097. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the system 
of students attending a school (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7527/19]

14/02/2019WRE04400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The question of enrolment 
in individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial authority of those schools and my 
Department does not seek to intervene in decisions made by schools in such matters. It is the 
responsibility of the managerial authorities of schools to implement an enrolment policy in 
accordance with the Education Act 1998 and the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018. 

My Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, 
cater for all pupils seeking places. Parents have the right to choose which school to apply to and 
where the school has places available the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where 
there are more applicants than places available a selection process may be necessary. This se-
lection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and 
must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some pupils not 
obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.

As the Deputy is aware the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018, which was signed 
into law by the President on the 18th July 2018, is an important piece of legislation which will 
introduce a more parent-friendly, equitable and consistent approach to how school admissions 
policy operates for the almost 4,000 primary and post-primary schools in this country and a fair 
and balanced school admission process for all pupils.

14/02/2019WRE04500Schools Building Projects Status

14/02/2019WRE0460098. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new secondary school in Greystones and Kilcoole; the timeline for opening the 
patronage process and beginning the build; if a specific site has been selected; if the process 
will be accelerated in view of the demand for places in the area and the stress being currently 
placed on parents that do not have places for 2021; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7528/19]

14/02/2019WRE04700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Government recently announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next 
four years (2019 to 2022) including a new 800 pupil post-primary school to be established in 
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2021 to serve the Kilcoole and Greystones school planning areas as a regional solution. 

This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Depart-
ment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

My Department will be examining all potential suitable site options to serve the area re-
ferred to by the Deputy.  A decision will then be made as part of the site acquisition process in 
relation to an appropriate site for the school and will be confirmed at a later date.  

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  

The patronage process for 12 primary schools to be established in 2019 is nearing comple-
tion and it is anticipated that the successful patrons will be announced in the coming weeks. 

The patronage process for the remaining schools, including the new post-primary school 
referred to by the Deputy, will also be run at a later date, significantly ahead of their due open-
ing. Updates in relation to further patronage processes will be announced on the OPPS website 
(http://patronage.education.gov.ie/) and my Department’s website (www.education.ie).

14/02/2019WRF00200Oideachas Gaeltachta

14/02/2019WRF0030099. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna céard iad 
na socraithe atá beartaithe lena chinntiú go mbeidh oiliúint ar fail trí Ghaeilge i nGaeltacht 
Chonamara dóibh siúd a fhágann an scoil luath trí Youth Reach nó clár eile, agus an cinneadh 
atá déanta ag Bord Oideachais agus Oiliúna na Gaillimhe agus Ros Comáin Teagmháil na nÓg 
i gConamara a dhúnadh á chur i gcuntas; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [7531/19]

14/02/2019WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Tá roinnt cúrsaí trí Ghaeilge á dtairiscint ag GRETB in Ionad Breisoideachais Ros Muc mar 
bhealaí chun cinn d’fhoghlaimeoirí. Tá na cúrsaí seo a leanas ar fáil: Riarachán Gnó Leibhéal 
5; Cúram Sláinte Leibhéal 5; Cúram Leanaí Leibhéil 5 & 6.

Ina theannta sin, tá cúrsa Spóirt agus Aclaíochta ar fáil i Leitir Móir i gcomhar leis an Spórt-
lann. 

Tá réimse de chláir pháirtaimseartha ag GRETB freisin agus iad á dtairiscint ag leibhéil 3 
go 5 agus déanfar iad sin a leathnú amach le linn na bliana.

I mbliana, tá cúrsaí nua molta a bheidh ar fáil trí Ghaeilge amhail Dobharshaothrú. Cuireadh 
an cúrsa seo ar fáil cheana agus tá GRETB ag féachaint lena chur ar siúl arís agus béim ar 
Tháirgeadh agus ar Shábháil Feamainne.  I measc na modúl eile, tá Deisiú Inneall Mara, Deisiú 
Eangach, agus Fás Sliogéisc agus déanfar iad sin ar fad a theagasc trí Ghaeilge. 

Tá cúrsa eile i dtiomáint Leoraithe agus Busanna molta i nGaeltacht Chonamara agus déan-
far é a thairiscint d’fhoghlaimeoirí Theagmháil na nÓg mar bhealach chun cinn. Beidh an cúrsa 
sin ar fáil trí Ghaeilge freisin.
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14/02/2019WRF00500School Staff

14/02/2019WRF00600100. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of nego-
tiations with representatives of school secretaries regarding the two-tier pay system; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7552/19]

14/02/2019WRF00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I recognise the very important 
work done by school secretaries, and indeed by other support staff, in the running of our schools 
and I am grateful to them for the contribution they make to our education system.  I have spoken 
to a number of school secretaries about their employment conditions.

Schemes were initiated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Care-
takers in schools.  The schemes were withdrawn completely in 2008.  These schemes have been 
superseded by the more  extensive capitation grant schemes.  The current grant scheme was 
agreed in the context of the Programme for Economic and Social Progress, published in 1991.  

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools now receive assistance to provide 
for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under these grant schemes.  It is a matter for 
each individual school to decide how best to apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. 
Where a school uses the grant funding for caretaking or secretarial purposes, any staff taken on 
to support those functions are employees of individual schools.  Specific responsibility for the 
pay and conditions rests with the school. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department engaged 
with the Unions representing school secretaries and caretakers, including through an indepen-
dent arbitration process in 2015. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for staff and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 be phased in 
over that period.  This arbitration agreement covers the period up to 31 December 2019.  

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a Secretary or Caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration will, from 1 January 2019, be paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Following the arbitration process, grant funding used by schools to fund the salaries of 
ancillary staff was improved in order to enable schools to implement the arbitration outcome.

14/02/2019WRF00800Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRF00900101. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the expenditure 
details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a company (details 
supplied) from 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7560/19]

14/02/2019WRF01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Details of consultancy pay-
ments made by my Department for the years 2011 to 2017 inclusive are available on the De-
partment’s website https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Corporate-Reports/Financial-
Reports/Expenditure-on-Consultancy. Information in relation to consultancy expenditure is 
compiled annually in respect of the previous year. The data in respect of 2018 is currently being 
collated and will be published on our website at the end of the first quarter 2019.

14/02/2019WRF01100Schools Building Projects Status
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14/02/2019WRF01200102. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication for a new building by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7590/19]

14/02/2019WRF01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, a 
building project for the school, to which he refers, is included in my Department’s 6-Year Con-
struction Programme.

In that context, my Department has been in direct contact with the school authority seeking 
clarification on the school’s site proposals.

On receipt of this information the matter will be progressed and officials from my Depart-
ment will continue to liaise with the school authority.

14/02/2019WRF01400Special Educational Needs Staff

14/02/2019WRF01500103. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) will have special needs assistants reinstated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7593/19]

14/02/2019WRF01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

14/02/2019WRF01700Student Universal Support Ireland Administration

14/02/2019WRF01800104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to difficulties that have arisen by which SUSI refuses to accept certain 
information relating to applications for higher education grants from public representatives; if 
the issue will be investigated with a view to ensuring that applicants who have sought assistance 
from public representatives are not disadvantaged by so doing; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7604/19]

14/02/2019WRF01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As a centralised national ser-
vice, SUSI implements a process through which student grant applicants and other parties to 
their application can consent to the sharing of their personal data with each other and with third 
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parties, including public representatives, for the purpose of responding to queries submitted on 
behalf of applicants and parties to applications.

This process seeks to reasonably balance the efficient handling of applicant queries and 
third party representations with SUSI’s parallel obligation to ensure that each individual’s per-
sonal data is processed fairly and lawfully.  

SUSI processes personal data for the purposes laid down in the Student Support Act 2011 
and annual Student Grant Scheme and Regulations made thereunder. This data includes infor-
mation submitted as part of a grant application and other relevant data required for the purpose 
of assessing and reviewing applications in order to make decisions under the legislation. 

In order to give a full response to a query from a public representative on behalf of a person 
who is a party to an application, it may be necessary to release not only that person’s data, but 
also data relating to other persons named or identified in the application form i.e. the student 
applicant, their parents, partners, spouse, siblings, etc.

As a data controller under the Data Protection Acts, the awarding authority is obliged to en-
sure the protection of the personal data which it collects and must decide on appropriate means 
of safeguarding that data, including in line with the requirements of the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR).

Therefore, for SUSI to respond effectively to a representation from a public representative 
on an individual application in a manner that is fully compliant with data protection law, SUSI 
must be satisfied that all individuals concerned have consented to the release of their personal 
data to a third party.

Reflecting the enhanced rights of data subjects to be able to access and exercise control of 
their data under GDPR, SUSI has implemented a more streamlined process for the manage-
ment of applicant party consent. A fully online consent process has been developed whereby 
applicant parties can give, withdraw and update their data sharing consents at any time through 
the applicant’s online SUSI account, both in respect of each other and in respect of third parties 
including public representatives.

14/02/2019WRF02000Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRF02100105. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the capital 
projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; the final 
cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review in tabular 
form. [7848/19]

14/02/2019WRF02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): School building projects in 
excess of €10m typically arise at post-primary level rather than at primary level.

Building Contracts in excess of €10m

 Numbers County Roll No. School Year Contract Sum 
Incl VAT

Date LOA 
signed/ 
Contract 
commenced

Final Account 
Agreed Sum 
incl VAT

Reason for 
variation: 
Change 
Orders, 
Conciliation 
etc

1 Cork 68264R Edmund 
Rice Col-
lege, Car-
rigaline

2017 €13,322,007.84 24/03/2016 €14,683,207.60 Approved 
change 
orders
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 Numbers County Roll No. School Year Contract Sum 
Incl VAT

Date LOA 
signed/ 
Contract 
commenced

Final Account 
Agreed Sum 
incl VAT

Reason for 
variation: 
Change 
Orders, 
Conciliation 
etc

2 Dublin 60029J Clonkeen 
College, 
Dublin

2017 11,303,020 22/06/2015 11,615,716.32 Approved 
Change 
Order 

3 Limerick 20175A Limerick 
ETNS 
(Linked 
with 
20181S)

2017 €12,451,133.76 30/08/2016 €12,668,568.52 Approved 
change 
orders 

Limerick 20181S GS an 
Raithin 
(Linked 
with 
20175A)

2017

4 Dublin 68082L Coláiste 
Ghlór na 
Mara, Bal-
briggan

2016 €14,364,344.28 06/11/2015 14,911,274.40 Approved 
change 
orders

5 Meath 76196W Ashbourne 
Post-Prima-
ry School, 
Ashbourne 
- linked to 
20382F and 
20396Q

2016 €17,308,750.00 10/09/2015 €18,303,847.37 Approved 
change 
orders

Meath 20382F Gaelscoil 
Na Mí, 
Ashbourne 
- linked to 
76196W & 
20396QO

2016

Meath 20396Q Ashbourne 
Educate 
Together 
National 
School, 
linked to 
76196W & 
20382F

2016

6 Cork 62640M St Angela’s 
College, 
Cork

2015 11,423,467.50 10/03/2014 13,039,322.04 Approved 
Change 
Order and 
Conciliation 
Award 

7 Dublin 76129H Ardgillan 
Commu-
nity College, 
Balbriggan

2015 12,319,627.51 01/07/2013 13,194,070.88 Approved 
Change 
Orders 

8 Dublin 76152C Clonburris 
Post-Prima-
ry School, 
Clonburris, 
Lucan

2015 €12,892,172.11 27/03/2014 €15,761,147.55 Approved 
change 
orders and 
conciliation

9 Galway 71330V Coláiste na 
Coiribe, Bóthar 
Thuama

2015 €10,830,109.00  21/7/2014 €11,524,790 Approved 
change orders

10 Dublin 81001L Newpark Comp, 
Blackrock

2014 12,468,451.03 09/07/2013 12,733,512.97 Approved 
Change orders 

11 Meath 76173K Coláiste na Mí, 
Navan (linked to 
20179I)

2014 €11,379,235.42 20/12/2012 11,668,067.63 Approved 
change orders

Meath 20179I St Stephen’s NS, 
Navan (linked to 
76173K)

2014
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9 Galway 71330V Coláiste na 
Coiribe, Bóthar 
Thuama

2015 €10,830,109.00  21/7/2014 €11,524,790 Approved 
change orders

12 Meath 18762D SN Realt na 
Mara (Girls) 
Mornington  
(joint project 
with 18767M)

2014 €10,101,818.49 04/01/2013 €10,354,045 Approved 
change orders 

Meath 18767M SN Realt na 
Mara (Boys) 
Mornington 
(joint project 
with 18762D)

2014

13 Dublin 76130P Luttrellstown 
Community 
College 

2013 €13,046,425.00 01/08/2012 €13,369,738.02 Approved 
change orders

14 Monaghan 76091I Gaelcholáiste 
Oiriall (Linked 
to 76095Q & 
19936P)

2013 €30,770,156.53 15/08/2011 €31,643,045.78 Approved 
change orders

Monaghan 76095Q Monaghan 
Institute of 
Further Educa-
tion (Linked 
to 76091I & 
19936P

2013

Monaghan 19936P Gaelscoil 
Ultain (Linked 
to 76095Q & 
76091I)

2013

15 Dublin 76098W Pobail Scoil 
Setanta, 
Phibblestown 
- linked to   
20247W

2011 €19,921,240.77 16/12/2008 €20,292,897.58 Approved 
change orders

Dublin 20247W Scoil Grainne, 
Phibblestown 
- linked to 
76098W

2011

It can generally take quite a while for final accounts on projects to be submitted by contrac-
tors and then get finalised and agreed.  The attached table sets out the position in respect of 
large-scale school building projects in excess of €10m where the final account has been agreed. 
In summary, it shows that there was just over a 5% difference between the tender (contract) 
sum and the agreed final account for large-scale school building projects delivered since 2011.  
There is a process in place for dealing with requests for change orders to existing contracts and 
these typically relate to matters such as unforeseen events during the construction process, re-
quirement for additional works etc.  

My Department carefully manages and control costs on all projects in order to ensure best 
possible outcomes for the investment being made under the capital programme.

The measures in place to manage and control costs on large-scale school building projects 
include: 

- Detailed procedures in place for appraisal, design, tender and construction of large-scale 
school building projects.  

- Standardisation of sizes and layouts for classrooms and other rooms in schools.  

- Detailed design team procedures that involve Department approval for progression through 
the various stages of design and tendering.  

- NDesign Team fees tendered on percentage basis and then locked in to a fixed sum when 
design has been developed at Stage 2A of design process. 

- Planning permission and design completed before tender process commences which gives 
clarity to tenderers on scope of project  

- Contracts tendered on a fixed price basis using the standard form of Government contract 
– which gives certainty in relation to managing the impact of construction inflation.  
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- Procedures in place for provision of monthly progress reports and arrangements for deal-
ing with any requests for change orders to existing contracts.

In addition to the school projects listed in the attachment 20 schools were delivered during 
the period by way of Public Private Partnership (PPP).  In the case of such projects, the cost 
(which also includes Facilities Management and lifecycle costs) is determined at Financial 
Close and payment by the Department is by way of monthly Unitary Charges over the opera-
tional period, usually 25 years.  

Information in respect of capital projects in the Higher Education Sector with building con-
tracts in excess of €10m and with final accounts agreed will be forwarded separately to the 
Deputy when the relevant information is collated and finalised. 

14/02/2019WRF02300Prison Deaths

14/02/2019WRF02400106. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position regarding 
the two prison deaths that occurred in the Midlands Prison over the past period; his views on 
the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7411/19]

14/02/2019WRF02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that inquests into the deaths of the two persons who died while in the custody of 
Midlands Prison in 2019 are pending, and the scheduling of those inquests is a matter for the 
Coroner concerned.  

However, I wish to inform the Deputy that all deaths in custody are the subject of a Garda 
investigation in addition to the inquest held in the Coroner’s Court.  The cause of death is deter-
mined by a jury on the basis of the information presented to the Coroner’s Court.  

Moreover, all deaths in custody are also subject to an independent investigation by the In-
spector of Prisons.  The investigation by the Inspector of Prisons applies to prisoners who are 
in the custody of the Irish Prison Service, and includes those instances where the death of the 
prisoner has occurred outside the prison, or the prisoner in question was recently on temporary 
release at the time of death.

The Irish Prison Service also has an internal review mechanism which assesses the circum-
stances of a death in custody, highlights accountability and outlines any actions to be taken in 
relation to the incident.  

All prisoners on committal to prison, receive a comprehensive health assessment which 
includes a risk assessment for mental health issues.  Management interventions to ensure the 
prisoners safety including recommendations on accommodation within the prison, observa-
tion levels to be conducted on the prisoner, increased healthcare inputs, and any other specific 
measures that may be appropriate are implemented to reduce the risk in individual cases.  In 
such cases, further assessments are undertaken by the in-reach mental health services, and a 
multi-agency approach to deal with prisoners needs. Where appropriate, prisoners are kept un-
der review by both the local healthcare team and the in-reach mental health specialists, and are 
reviewed at a weekly multi-agency meeting.

14/02/2019WRF02600Child Detention Centres

14/02/2019WRF02700107. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parliamenta-
ry Question No. 396 of 15 January 2019, if information relating to the Garda unit that attended 
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at Oberstown Children Detention Campus on each occasion that gardaí were called between 
2016 and 2018 and to date in 2019 will be provided. [7446/19]

14/02/2019WRF02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised that the type 
of breakdown sought by the Deputy is not readily available and could take a substantial period 
of time for An Garda Síochána to assemble. However, I am advised by the Garda authorities 
that calls to Oberstown Detention Centre are typically responded to by Gardaí attached to Bal-
briggan, Lusk and Skerries Garda Stations and, where necessary, this response is augmented by 
other units such as Public Order Units and the Crime Task Force. 

Notwithstanding the above, if the Deputy is referring to a specific incident during the period 
in question, and she would like to bring this incident to my attention, I would be happy to make 
further enquiries with the Garda authorities.

14/02/2019WRF02900Road Traffic Offences Data

14/02/2019WRF03000108. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
successful prosecutions made arising from the use of data from the pilot scheme of red light 
running cameras in Dublin city at the junction of Benburb Street and Blackhall Place; the period 
in which these cameras were operational; and his future plans for such cameras. [7496/19]

14/02/2019WRF03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In responding to the 
Deputy’s current Parliamentary Question, I will also address outstanding queries in relation 
to the pilot raised by the Deputy in Question Nos. 264 of 26 June 2018 and 331 and 332 of 18 
September 2018. 

 As the Deputy is aware, I requested reports from An Garda Síochána and the Courts Service 
in relation to statistics sought by the Deputy last year concerning the number of successful pros-
ecutions and fines arising from the pilot. I have since received those responses and am setting 
out the position with regard to the pilot scheme.

The Deputy will be aware that the aim of the pilot red light camera monitoring system along 
the Red Luas line at the Blackhall Place/Benburb Street Junction was to reduce the number of 
road traffic collisions between trams and road vehicles caused by motorists breaking red lights 
at the junction. The project was established between Transport Infrastructure Ireland, National 
Transport Authority, Dublin City Council and An Garda Síochána and ran between 4 June 2015 
and 3 December 2016. 

The Deputy will appreciate that, in my capacity as Minister for Justice and Equality, I had 
no role in relation to this pilot project, beyond providing the necessary authorisation under sec-
tion 81(7) of the Road Traffic Act 2010. The role of An Garda Síochána in relation to the pilot 
was to perform its statutory function in prosecuting offenders identified by the camera monitor-
ing system. 

I am informed by An Garda Síochána that during the period the pilot was in operation, there 
were 1,300 detections. 737 of these detections were accepted and processed for prosecution, 
while 563 were rejected. Cyclists accounted for 73% of all rejections. Detections may also be 
rejected due to obscured/obstructed camera images, or in cases where the vehicle registration 
is not visible. 624 Fixed Charge Notices (FCNs) were issued, of which 440 FCN amounts were 
paid (71%). 

I am advised by the Courts Service that its data is not recorded in such a way that allows for 
the compilation of statistics relating to this pilot. 
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As per my previous replies to the Deputy’s questions on the pilot, An Garda Síochána is not 
currently aware of plans to introduce similar red light camera monitoring systems at any other 
locations.

I hope that this information will be of assistance to the Deputy. Given that the primary re-
sponsibility for projects of this nature lies with Transport Infrastructure Ireland, the Deputy may 
wish to address further queries relating to the Blackhall Place/Benburb Street Junction pilot to 
that agency.

14/02/2019WRF03200Coroners Service

14/02/2019WRF03300109. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the recruitment and 
competition process for coroners. [7520/19]

14/02/2019WRF03400110. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if coroners are subject 
to a system of periodic appraisal; and if so, the person or body the appraisal is carried out by. 
[7521/19]

14/02/2019WRF03500111. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if coroners are required 
to engage in a form of continuing professional development while holding the role of coroner. 
[7522/19]

14/02/2019WRF03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 109 to 111, inclusive, together.

The legislation governing the recruitment and appointment of coroners is set out in the 
Coroners Act, 1962, as amended.  With the exception of Dublin, the appointment of coroners is 
a matter for the local authority in whose area the coroner is to perform his or her duties. 

The coroner is a statutory officer exercising a quasi-judicial function and in relation to the 
conduct of their duties they are independent in the performance of their role.  The Deputy will 
appreciate therefore, that neither I, nor my Department, have any role in relation to the appraisal 
of the performance of a coroner in regard to their conduct of a death investigation. The coroner 
is, however, subject to judicial review in relation to the conduct of their functions.

While there are no formal requirements in statute for coroners to engage in continuing 
professional development. The Coroners Society of Ireland holds training days for coroners 
throughout the year. The annual conference of the Society provides a platform for considerable 
exchange of views with experts and a significant learning agenda on matters of interest or con-
cern to the coronial function. My Department is happy to support the annual conference and my 
officials will always attend where possible. 

Coroners are drawn from the medical or legal professions. In addition, the Law Society 
which represents Solicitors and the Bar Council which represents Barristers both require mem-
bers to engage in a process of Continual Professional Development. Coroners who are doctors 
will also benefit from their ongoing involvement with relevant medical authorities.

14/02/2019WRF03900Garda Data

14/02/2019WRF04000112. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of times 
An Garda Síochána was called to respond to an incident in each of the prisons here in each of 
the years 2016 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [7537/19]

14/02/2019WRF04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that members of An Garda Síochána may be called to attend 
prisons for a variety of reasons including the following:

 - incidents relating to the possession of contraband by prisoners

 - incidents relating to the smuggling of contraband by prison visitors

 - deaths in custody

 - reports of assault or other offences which would be considered a criminal matter

I am further advised that the Irish Prison Service does not collate all records in relation to 
the number of times An Garda Síochána are requested to attend at a prison.  However, statistics 
are collated with respect to incidents where a member of An Garda Síochána is requested to 
attend in relation to a death in custody, and these are set out as follows:

 Establish-
ment

2016  2017  2018  2019 to date  Total

Shelton Ab-
bey

 0  0  0 0  0

Loughan 
House

 0  0  0  0  0

Cloverhill  0  1  0  0  1
Midlands  1  2  3  2  8
Arbour Hill  0  0  0  0  0
Mountjoy 
(Male & 
Female)

 2  2  3  0  7

Castlerea  0  0  0  0  0
Wheatfield  1  1  1  0  3
Cork  0  2  2  0  4
Limerick  0  1  0  0  1
Portlaoise  1  0  0  0  1
Furthermore there may be instances where An Garda Síochána is requested to attend the 

prison in relation to a visitor suspected of smuggling contraband. The figures provided by the 
Irish Prison Service are below.

 Establishment 2016  2017  2018  Total
Shelton Abbey  0  0  0  0
Loughan House  0  0  0  0
Cloverhill  1  1  1  3
Midlands  44 66 50 160
Arbour Hill  0  0  0  0
Mountjoy (Male 
& Female)

 25  41  20  86

Castlerea  4 13  9  26
Wheatfield  17  10  6  33
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 Establishment 2016  2017  2018  Total
Cork  4  2 0  6
Limerick  10  16  5  31
Portlaoise  2  7  8  17

14/02/2019WRF04200Inspector of Prisons Reports

14/02/2019WRF04300113. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report on the 
completion and publication of the Inspector of Prisons report into allegations of covert surveil-
lance of staff at Portlaoise Prison; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7538/19]

14/02/2019WRF04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
I have asked the Inspector of Prisons, Patricia Gilheaney, to carry out an investigation into al-
legations of surveillance and other wrongdoing in prisons, to determine as far as possible the 
facts and report back to me by the end of February or as soon as possible thereafter.  This inves-
tigation is  a statutory investigation under section 31 of the Prisons Act 2007.  The provisions 
regarding publication of such reports are outlined in Section 31.  The report of the Inspector of 
Prisons, when finalised, will provide a basis for consideration of what further steps may need 
to be taken.

14/02/2019WRF04500Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRF04600114. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the expenditure 
details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a company (details 
supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7566/19]

14/02/2019WRF04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department has not 
incurred any such expenditure in the period in question. Where such expenditure has been in-
curred by agencies under the aegis of my Department I have asked that they respond directly 
to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRG00200Garda Operations

14/02/2019WRG00300115. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of Garda operations targeting suspected drug dealing in an area (details supplied) in the past 
two years in tabular form; the areas in which they were carried out; the number of arrests and 
prosecutions in the area during the same period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7577/19]

14/02/2019WRG00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a report 
from the Garda authorities in relation to the information sought and I will revert to the Deputy 
when the information is to hand.

14/02/2019WRG00500Garda Vetting Applications

14/02/2019WRG00600116. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for 
the delay in processing a Garda vetting security clearance application by a person (details sup-
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plied); the expected timeline for the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7578/19]

14/02/2019WRG00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As you will appreciate, 
it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying on and managing and controlling 
generally the administration and business  of An Garda Síochána including the vetting of ap-
plications to become a member of the organisation,  and I as Minister, have no direct role in the 
matter.

I have requested the information sought from the Garda Commissioner and I will write to 
the Deputy on receipt of same.    

14/02/2019WRG00800Naturalisation Certificates

14/02/2019WRG00900117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when eligibil-
ity for naturalisation will be determined in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7599/19]

14/02/2019WRG01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible. Should further documentation be required it will be requested from 
the applicant in due course.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.   

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/02/2019WRG01100Immigration Status

14/02/2019WRG01200118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person 
(details supplied) can have a stamp upgraded to stamp 4; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7602/19]

14/02/2019WRG01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed by 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the information 
provided by the Deputy is not sufficient to establish the correct identity of the individual con-
cerned in order to provide a response on the matter.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/02/2019WRG01400Immigration Status

14/02/2019WRG01500119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a person 
(details supplied) can have her status updated to stamp 3; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7603/19]

14/02/2019WRG01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed by 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the information 
provided by the Deputy is not sufficient to establish the correct identity of the individual con-
cerned in order to provide a response on the matter.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/02/2019WRG01700Asylum Applications

14/02/2019WRG01800120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of eligibility for leave to remain stamp 4 in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7606/19]

14/02/2019WRG01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
if an application for asylum or subsidiary protection has been made in the State, for confiden-
tiality reasons it is not the practice to comment on such applications and the applicant or his 
legal representative should contact the International Protection Office directly either by email 
to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writ-
ing to Customer Service Centre, International Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, 
Dublin 2.  

Following the commencement of the International Protection Act 2015 on 31 December 
2016, new arrangements for the investigation and determination of applications for interna-
tional protection (refugee status and subsidiary protection) and cases involving permission to 
remain in the State have been introduced. Such applications are now processed, as part of a 
single application procedure, by a the International Protection Office (IPO) which has replaced 
the Office of the Refugee Applications Commissioner (ORAC) from that date. The staff of that 
Office (the Chief International Protection Officer and International Protection Officers) are in-
dependent in the performance of their protection functions. 

For your information, on 27 February 2017, the Chief International Protection Officer, fol-
lowing consultation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), pub-
lished a statement on the Prioritisation of Applications under the International Protection Act 
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2015 which is available on the website of the International Protection Office (www.ipo.gov.ie). 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/02/2019WRG02000Citizenship Ceremonies

14/02/2019WRG02100121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed by a person (details supplied) in view of the fact this person never received an 
invitation to attend the citizenship ceremony that took place on 21 May 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7607/19]

14/02/2019WRG02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, as indicated in my re-
sponse to the Deputy’s Parliamentary Question No. 121 of the 17 January 2019, the person 
referred to by the Deputy was invited to attend a citizenship ceremony which took place on 
21 May 2018 in The Killarney Convention Centre, Gleneagle Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry but 
failed to attend. It is incumbent on Mr Kifu to write to the Citizenship Division outlining the 
reason for his non-attendance at the above-mentioned ceremony and requesting an invitation to 
a future ceremony, if he wishes to attend same.

The records indicate that the current permission to reside in the State granted to the person 
concerned expired on 22 May 2018.  It is up to the person concerned to seek permission to 
remain beyond the expiry of his current permission.  All non-EEA nationals are required to 
keep their permission to remain in the State up to date at all times, and to have such permission 
registered.  Failure to do so may adversely affect an application for a certificate of naturalisation 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

14/02/2019WRG02300Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRG02400122. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the capital 
projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; the final 
cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review in tabular 
form. [7853/19]

14/02/2019WRG02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I can confirm that there 
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were no capital projects completed by my Department in the period in question with a value in 
excess of €10 million (the value threshold which I understand has been clarified by the Deputy).

Capital projects arise in the main within agencies in the Justice and Equality sector rather 
than the Department itself, or are managed by the Office of Public Works on behalf of the De-
partment and its agencies.  In that regard I have requested that the agencies under the remit of 
my Department respond directly to the Deputy. 

14/02/2019WRG02600Industrial Disputes

14/02/2019WRG02700123. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
average waiting times for cases in the Labour Court and WRC for each of the years 2016 to 
2018 and to date in 2019; and her plans for the recruitment of sufficient staff to eliminate such 
delays. [7542/19]

14/02/2019WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): The WRC Annual Reports for 2016 and 2017 set out information in relation to 
adjudication generally. During 2016, over three quarters of complaint applications were heard 
within 5 months of initial receipt of the complaint, with 55 per cent heard within four months. 
During 2017, the WRC saw a six per cent increase in adjudication complaints over 2016 and 
three quarters were scheduled for hearing within six months and the number of adjudication 
hearings were up by 24 per cent on the previous year. 

In the first three full years of operation the WRC has received over 40,000 individual com-
plaints. During 2018, the WRC saw more than a 10 per cent increase in the number of specific 
complaints being lodged over the previous year. Despite this increase in volume, 75 per cent of 
hearings have been scheduled within 5 months.

The output of the WRC in terms of hearings and decisions issued has significantly increased 
over the same period as indicated in the table below.

2016 2017 2018
Hearings   held 3,518 4,370 5,312
Decision   issued 1,232 2,247 2,964
Currently, over 90 per cent of complaints received by the WRCs adjudication service are 

processed from receipt to hearing and decision within 6 months where no requests for post-
ponement are received, where all parties are available, and submissions are received in a timely 
manner. Where parties are not available for the initial hearing date offered, and/or where they 
have attempted to mediate the dispute or have not submitted submissions in a timely manner 
then the median time for receipt of all complaints to decision is 9 months currently. 

In relation to cases before the Labour Court, in 2016 and 2017, the average timescale for 
scheduled hearings was 13 weeks in Dublin and 16 weeks outside of Dublin.  

The Labour Court is currently undertaking a fundamental review of its management infor-
mation system to ensure it can collate accurate data in order to support and facilitate effective 
and efficient processes.  In this context, robust data for 2018 and 2019 is not yet available.     

My Department works closely with the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) and the 
Labour Court monitoring the staffing and budgetary requirements of both bodies, including 
anticipating future resource requirements to ensure that they are supported and adequately re-
sourced to fulfil their roles, as committed to in the Programme for Government.  Both bodies 
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have already benefitted from additional resources. 

14/02/2019WRG02900Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Data

14/02/2019WRG03000124. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of persons working in each role in the Office of the Director of Corporate En-
forcement in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7436/19]

14/02/2019WRG03100125. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of vacant positions in the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement; and 
the length of time each position has been vacant. [7437/19]

14/02/2019WRG03200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 124 and 125 together.

The total no. of staff assigned to the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
(ODCE) on the 12th February 2019 was 42 staff in total (39.1 full time equivalent). The break-
down by grade is set out in Tabular form below.

Title Director Enforce-
ment 
Portfolio 
Manager 

Digital 
Forensic 
Specialist

Enforce-
ment 
Lawyer

Solicitor Accountant 
Grade 1

No of staff 1 2 1 2 1 7
Full   time 
equiva-
lents.

1 2 1 2 1 7

 

 

Title Principal 
Officer

Assistant 
Principal 
Officer

Higher 
Executive 
Officer

Executive   
Officer

Clerical 
Officer

Total

No of staff 1 4 8 6 9 42
Full   time 
equiva-
lents.

1 4 6.8 5.5 7.8 39.1

The number of Gardaí assigned to the ODCE on 12th February 2019 was 7.

The ODCE currently has one vacancy (Corporate Compliance Manager). Since his appoint-
ment, the current Director has undertaken a significant restructuring of the ODCE to better 
reflect the organisation’s needs in the context of both its strategic shift towards deploying re-
sources towards more serious indications of wrongdoing and the increasingly complex environ-
ment within which the ODCE operates. 

That restructuring has included the seeking of sanction for the recruitment of a substantial 
number of additional professional staff, and following receipt of sanction, the recruitment of 
eight accounting professionals (one of whom was promoted to Enforcement Portfolio Man-
ager), two Enforcement Portfolio Managers, two Enforcement Lawyers and a Digital Forensics 
Specialist, together with significant investment in a digital forensics laboratory, training and 
development. The recruitment and assimilation of a large number of new professional staff 
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into a multi-disciplinary organisation that undertakes complex work in a fast-moving environ-
ment is a project that requires careful management. As such, the Director is of the view that it 
is preferable to allow that process to fully bed down before filling the aforementioned vacancy. 
The Director is further conscious of the fact that the transition of the ODCE to an independent 
Agency will give rise to additional expertise requirements and, as such, is of the view that it is 
prudent that those considerations should be factored into developing the role, and associated 
skill set, required of the appointee.

14/02/2019WRG03400Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Data

14/02/2019WRG03500126. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of persons who have been disqualified as a director of a company, restricted as 
a director of a company, prosecuted and convicted as a result of ODCE investigations in 2018, 
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7438/19]

14/02/2019WRG03600127. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of complaints the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement received in 
2017 and 2018; the number of these that resulted in action being taken by the ODCE; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7439/19]

14/02/2019WRG03700128. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of investigations initiated by the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforce-
ment in 2018 and to date in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7440/19]

14/02/2019WRG03800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 126 to 128, inclusive, together.

Section 949(3) of the Companies Act 2014 provides that the Director of Corporate Enforce-
ment shall be independent in the performance of his statutory functions.

I, as Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation have no direct function in such mat-
ters.  However, the 2017 Annual Report of the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
(ODCE) states that 234 complaints were received from members of the public in 2017. I under-
stand that the compilation of the 2018 Annual Report is currently underway.

I am informed that in 2018 there were:

- 29 cautions issued

- 25 production orders issued (under the Companies Act 2014, the Criminal Justice (Theft 
& Fraud Offences) Act 2001 and the Criminal Justice Act 1994)

- 5 arrests and detentions of suspects

- 15 charges were directed by the DPP on indictment

The number of investigations per se does not represent the totality of the work of the ODCE; 
firstly because of the volume of liquidation cases and secondly because not all investigations 
result in a prosecution.  As will be seen from the ODCE’s Annual Reports, complaints are not 
always relevant to the remit of the Office; where they are within the remit the matter is inves-
tigated.  It should be noted that not all investigations are of a criminal nature and the ODCE 
policy is to seek rectification of breaches in the first instance (where the matter is appropriate 
for such action).
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The provisional figures for prosecutions initiated, convictions, disqualifications and restric-
tions of Directors for 2018 are set out in tabular form below:

No of prosecutions 
initiated

Number of convic-
tions

No of Director Dis-
qualifications

No of Director Re-
strictions

1 2 31  (24 by Disquali-
fication Undertaking; 
7 by Court Orders)

148(125 by Restric-
tion Undertakings 23 
by Court Orders)

As the above figures are provisional they are subject to change.

The ODCE also exercised its right to make certain compliance applications to the High 
Court under Section 371 of the Companies Act 1963, now Section 797 of the Companies Act 
2014, to secure compliance with Orders sought. 

However, it should be borne in mind that, working within the context of a rectification 
policy, many issues can be addressed by exercise of powers without the necessity of bringing is-
sues to the Courts for determination, for example: production of registers; directing the holding 
of Annual General Meetings; production of minutes of meetings; and regularising breaches of 
the director loan provisions which, in 2017, secured the rectification on a non-statutory basis, of 
suspected infringements of the Companies Act 2014, in relation to Directors’ loans in 39 cases, 
to an aggregate value of €15.5m approximately.

The ODCE took a decision in recent years to concentrate its resources on more serious and 
complex investigations, the result of which is usually the submission of a file to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP) for consideration, as opposed to a summary prosecution. 

In terms of prosecutions, the Director of Corporate Enforcement is only statutorily em-
powered to initiate summary prosecutions (i.e. prosecutions of relatively minor offences in the 
District Court). 

More serious alleged breaches of company law are prosecuted on indictment in the Circuit 
Court and only the Director of Public Prosecutions (“DPP”) can direct that charges be preferred 
on indictment.  

Furthermore, since June 2015, company directors facing restriction or disqualification pro-
ceedings before the Courts, can avoid Court proceedings by voluntarily agreeing to be restricted 
or disqualified for certain periods.  This provision ensures that company directors, who are 
considered to be in breach of the Companies Act 2014 and facing restriction or disqualification 
proceedings, are dealt with in an efficient and effective administrative manner without the need 
for the involvement of the Courts.

14/02/2019WRG04100IDA Ireland

14/02/2019WRG04200129. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the timeline of the interaction between the IDA and a company (details supplied) that has an-
nounced a relocation from the Connemara Gaeltacht to Galway city; when the IDA informed 
Údarás na Gaeltachta of this interaction; the details of all inducements offered by the IDA to get 
the company to relocate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7532/19]

14/02/2019WRG04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): For 
the avoidance of any doubt, I would like to emphasise that interactions between the IDA and 
existing or prospective FDI clients are highly commercially sensitive operational matters for 
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the Agency and for its clients.

Having said that, I am aware that a client of Údarás na Gaeltachta - HID Global Ireland 
Teo. - has recently announced its decision to expand its presence in Ireland and to establish 
its new European Centre of Excellence in Galway City. In addition, the company intends to 
consolidate its operations and transfer its existing workforce from An Tulaí, Baile na hAbhann 
to a larger new facility in the city on a phased basis. The company has stated that there will be 
no job losses involved and that all of the employees currently based in Baile na hAbhann will 
be able to transfer to the company’s new facility in Galway City. HID Global are not in receipt 
of any funding from IDA Ireland in respect of their decision to establish a European Centre of 
Excellence and to transfer manufacturing to Galway City. 

I understand that Údarás na Gaeltachta, as part of its ongoing enterprise development strat-
egy, has begun the task of seeking alternative clients for the facility in An Tulaí and that the 
organisation is committed to further developing Páirc Ghnó na Tulaí as a location for employ-
ment.

IDA Ireland has a strong focus on regional development with 58% of all jobs outside Dublin 
at the end of 2018 and in that regard, Galway is an especially strong performer in terms of FDI.  
There are 81 IDA client companies across the county employing 19,696 people, representing 
an increase of almost 8% over the previous year. Likewise, employment figures for 2018, pub-
lished by an tÚdarás in recent days, show that almost 3,000 people were employed in Údarás 
client companies in the Galway Gaeltacht at year end - which represented the highest employ-
ment figures since 2000. This, along with the large increase in Údarás na Gaeltachta’s capital 
budget this year, is a clear demonstration of the Government’s commitment to securing and 
nurturing employment in our Gaeltacht regions.

14/02/2019WRG04400Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRG04500130. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to her Department by a 
company (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7555/19]

14/02/2019WRG04600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has had one contract with the company in question since 2015. The contract was 
entered into in 2018 and was for the development of a guide for SMEs on currency risk. The 
value of the contract was €11,070

14/02/2019WRH00200Work Permits Eligibility

14/02/2019WRH00300131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if renewal of a work permit is an option in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7601/19]

14/02/2019WRH00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
order to work in Ireland a non-EEA National, unless they are exempted, must hold a valid 
Employment Permit. The Employment Permits Section of my Department administers the Em-
ployment Permits system.  All applications for employment permits are processed in line with 
the Employment Permits Acts and associated Regulations which lay down in legislation the 
criteria in relation to the application, grant and refusal of an employment permit.
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The Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that, on 8th January 2018, 
a General Employment Permit issued in respect of the named individual; this Employment Per-
mit expired on 7th January 2019.  

In order for a renewal application to be considered, it must be submitted no earlier than three 
months before a permit is due to expire or within 4 weeks of the expiry date.  As more than 4 
weeks have elapsed since the permit expired, it is not possible for a renewal application to be 
considered.  

However, this does not preclude an applicant from submitting another application for a new 
employment permit.  Such an application should comply with all of the legislative requirements 
for the particular employment permit type.  

14/02/2019WRH00500Health and Safety Authority Data

14/02/2019WRH00600132. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the number of farm safety inspectors employed by the HSA; and the number of new 
inspectors that have been hired in 2017 and 2018, respectively for farm safety. [7644/19]

14/02/2019WRH00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Health and Safety Authority currently has 39 full time equivalent inspectors available to deliver 
the Authority’s occupational safety and health inspection programme.  Of these, 24 inspectors 
will be involved in delivering the Authority’s farm inspection programme and promotion cam-
paigns during 2019.

 In 2017 the HSA undertook a recruitment campaign for 11 Inspector posts, 6 of which were 
for field inspection posts. These 6 Inspectors were involved in farm inspection campaigns dur-
ing 2018 and were in addition to the existing cohort of 18 inspectors involved in farm inspec-
tions and farm safety campaigns.

In 2018, the HSA recruited 7 new field inspector posts of which 5 new inspector posts will 
be assigned to general inspection activities during 2019.  Two of these posts will be involved in 
the delivery of the Authority’s farm inspection and farm safety promotion campaigns. 

 While farm inspection remains an important part of the Authority’s overall approach to 
improving safety standards on farms research has shown that, due to the size and nature of the 
sector, other methods of engagement with the farming sector are also highly valuable in bring-
ing about sustainable and positive change to work practices on the farm. 

 Initiatives such as Knowledge Transfer Groups, Farm Walks, presentations and training 
to stakeholder groups as well as presentations and training to Agricultural students, the devel-
opment and dissemination of information and guidance are all helping farmers to utilise new 
information, new procedures and practices and new technology to bring about safe and lasting 
changes in the way they farm.

14/02/2019WRH00800Health and Safety Authority Data

14/02/2019WRH00900133. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the amount spent by the Health and Safety Authority on farm safety initiatives; the 
number of inspections in each of the years 2016 to 2018; the number of fatalities on farms in 
this period annually; the percentage of farm fatalities out of total workplace fatalities recorded 
by the HSA as a percentage in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[7645/19]

14/02/2019WRH01000134. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation the amount of funds allocated by the Health and Safety Authority for farm safety ini-
tiatives in each of the years 2016 to 2018; the amount expended in each such year; the amount 
allocated in 2019 for farm safety initiatives; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7646/19]

14/02/2019WRH01100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 133 and 134 together.

Information on the amount spent by the Health and Safety Authority on farm safety initia-
tives, the number of inspections, the number of fatalities and the percentage of farm fatalities 
out of total workplace fatalities for the years 2016 to 2018 are set out in the attached Tables.

Final expenditure is broadly in line with original estimated expenditure for the years in 
question. However, estimated expenditure across all mandates of the Health and Safety Au-
thority can be subject to change where unexpected circumstances arise which might require a 
re-prioritisation of available funding.

In respect of 2019 the Health and Safety Authority has estimated an expenditure of approxi-
mately €500,000 on specific agricultural sector initiatives throughout the year.  The Authority 
will monitor this budget and will adjust it accordingly where priority matters arise in the agri-
culture sector.

Overall workplace fatality figures show that 37 people were killed in work related accidents 
in 2018 which is a decline of 23% on 2017 and the lowest figure since the establishment of the 
Health and Safety Authority in 1989. 

The farming sector, which has consistently been the most dangerous sector in which to 
work, had 15 work related deaths in 2018 compared to 25 in 2017, a decline of 40%. While this 
decline of 40% is very welcome, 15 fatalities is still very high for a sector that employs just 6% 
of the workforce. 

The overall fatal accident rate of 1.6 deaths per 100,000 workers is also now at an all-time 
low. This fatality rate of 1.6 deaths per 100,000 workers is particularly significant given it was 
as high as 6.4 per 100,000 workers in the early 1990’s. Due to the efforts of Government and 
the Health and Safety Authority along with employers, employees and key stakeholders there 
has been a huge improvement in health and safety standards since then. 

However, with 37 people losing their lives in work related activity in 2018 there is clearly 
still more to be done. Against a backdrop of a thriving economy with thousands of new workers 
joining the workforce each month and challenges ahead such as Brexit and a skills shortage in 
certain sectors it is vital that worker health and safety stays on the priority list of all businesses. 
This is to protect the lives and health of workers and, also, to protect the viability and competi-
tiveness of businesses themselves.

Expenditure on Farm Safety Initiatives 2016 to 2018

Year Expenditure
2016 €416,917
2017 €533,995
2018 €624,000
*Note: Annual figures for expenditure include some cross-sectoral initiatives where the ex-
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penditure is also relevant to other sectors. As it is not possible to extract this, it has been in-
cluded as the full figure

Farm inspections and investigations 2016 – 2018

Year Nos.
2016 2,008
2017 1,776
2018 1,949
Farm fatalities as a percentage of total deaths across all sectors 2016 – 2018  

YEAR Farm Deaths All Sector Deaths Farm deaths as a % 
of Total

2016 22 48 46% 
2017 25 49 51%
2018 15 37 41%
TOTALS 62 134 46%
Note: the classification of fatalities may be subject to change as additional information 

becomes available. This can result in the overall fatality total changing, as well as the sectoral 
fatality totals in due course.

14/02/2019WRH01300Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRH01400135. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the capital projects completed by her Department since 2011; the initial contract value of 
same; the final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post 
review in tabular form. [7843/19]

14/02/2019WRH01500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Capital funding provided to my Department is mainly in the way of grants to support the multi-
annual programmes  of our enterprise development and innovation agencies. 

The table below sets out the breakdown of the capital allocation across my Department’s 
subheads from 2011-2019. Due to a changes in the Vote structure between 2011 and 2019 some 
subhead numbers may no longer correspond with those previously published. I have used the 
current structure for the sake of clarity. 

Subhead 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

      A.4 
- INTER-
TRADE 
IRELAND

6,695 5,695 5,695 5,530 5,530 5,760 6,000 6,000 6,000

      A.5 
- IDA IRE-
LAND

142,000 132,000 137,000 112,000 90,000 89,000 79,000 86,000 86,000

      A.6 - 
NSAI - G-
I-A FOR 
ADMIN 
& GEN   
EXPS

500 500 500 500 500 500 500 500 500

      A.7 
- ENTER-
PRISE 
IRELAND

65,750 63,000 63,000 56,000 50,000 49,000 55,000 70,500 72,500
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Subhead 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

      A.8 - 
LOCAL 
ENTER-
PRISE 
DEVEL-
OPMENT

27,500 22,500 22,500 18,500 18,500 18,500 15,000 15,000 15,000

      A.9 
- TEM-
PORARY 
PARTIAL 
CREDIT   
GUAR-
ANTEE 
SCHEME

500 500 500 500 500 1,500 500 10,000  

      A.10 
- MATCH-
ING 
FUNDING 
FOR IN-
TERREG

3,000 3,000 3,000 2,770 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 2,000

     A.14 - 
FUTURE 
GROWTH 
LOAN 
SCHEME

6,000         

     A.15 - 
HUMANI-
TARIAN 
RELIEF 
SCHEME

1         

      B.4 - 
SCIENCE 
AND 
TECH-
NOLOGY   
DEVEL-
OPMENT 
PRO-
GRAMME

300,250 293,250 289,000 278,100 270,330 258,040 275,200 291,200 295,393

        En-
terprise 
Ireland

122,000 122,000 122,000 117,600 113,430 110,600 127,000 132,000 131,393

        Sci-
ence 
Foundation 
Ireland

172,750 166,750 162,500 157,000 154,000 144,540 145,300 156,000 160,800

       Tyn-
dall 
Institute

5,500 4,500 4,500 3,500 2,900 2,900 2,900 3,000 3,000

      Inter-
national 
Leverage

       200 200

      B.5 
- PRO-
GRAMME 
FOR RE-
SEARCH 
IN THIRD   
LEVEL 
INSTITU-
TIONS

24,300 14,300 14,400 10,377 32,014 16,700 16,700 26,800 27,007
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Subhead 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

      B.6 
- SUB-
SCRIP-
TIONS TO 
INTER-
NA-
TIONAL   
ORGANI-
SATIONS, 
ETC.

23,504 20,255 19,405 18,723 18,626     

        Eu-
ropean 
Molecular 
Biology 
Conf

202 202 200 195 191     

        Eu-
ropean 
Molecular 
Biology 
Labora-
tory

1,248 1,248 1,223 1,186 1,112     

       EU-
REKA 
- Involved 
in S&T 
Research

33 33 33 33 33     

       COST 11 11 0 0 11     

       Euro-
pean Space 
Agency

18,313 17,814 17,779 17,279 17,279     

      CE-
CAM 

30 30 30 30      

       LO-
FAR 

91 91 90       

      ELIX-
IR 

76 76 50       

      ESO 
(European 
Southern 
Observa-
tory)

3,500 750        

     B.9 
- DISRUP-
TIVE 
TECH-
NOLO-
GIES 
INNOVA-
TION   
FUND

20,000         

SHAN-
NON 
FREE   
AIRPORT 
DEVEL-
OPMENT 
COM-
PANY 
LIMITED

      3,600 5,000 3,600

TOTAL 620,000 555,000 555,000 503,000 489,000 442,000 454,500 514,000 508,000

 The enterprise supports are mainly by way of grants to our Enterprise Agencies such as the 
IDA to enable them to attract Foreign Direct Investment and to EI,  the Local Enterprise Offices 
and Intertrade Ireland to enable them to support local indigenous and cross border businesses 
to start, scale and export. My Department’s Jobs and Enterprise Development Programme also 
supports a number of specific initiatives in the area of access to finance for SMEs and other 
indigenous businesses.
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The innovation supports are mainly to research focussed bodies such as SFI, Enterprise 
Ireland, the Tyndall Institute, and supporting Ireland’s membership of International Research 
Organisations such as the European Space Agency, the European Southern Observatory and 
other Research focussed Agencies.

 In terms of reviews, the Enterprise Agencies themselves and the Department, through its 
Strategic Policy Division and the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) 
of the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform, undertake regular assessments, ongoing 
reviews and formal evaluations of the various Capital programmes being supported by the ex-
chequer to ensure that they are:

- in line with Government policy;

- meeting a national strategic need;

- represent best use of resources available to the Agency;

- effective and can be delivered to ensure best value for money for the Exchequer.

14/02/2019WRH01600Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

14/02/2019WRH01700136. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the cost of the construction 
and equipping of the MISA unit at St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8; the details of the tendering 
process; the number that tendered; the names of the construction firms that tendered; and the 
successful applicant. [7478/19]

14/02/2019WRH01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

14/02/2019WRH01900Hospitals Capital Programme

14/02/2019WRH02000137. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the €9 million for a replace-
ment 50-bed unit at the Sacred Heart Hospital, County Roscommon, has been ring-fenced; if 
the project is still included in the HSE capital plan 2017 to 2021 in view of the overspend on 
the national children’s hospital; the status of the project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7534/19]

14/02/2019WRH02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

14/02/2019WRH02200Hospitals Capital Programme

14/02/2019WRH02300138. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the €17 million for a new 
50-bed unit at Portiuncula Hospital Ballinasloe has been ring-fenced; if the project is still in-
cluded in the HSE capital plan 2017 to 2021 in view of the overspend on the national children’s 
hospital; the status of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7535/19]

14/02/2019WRH02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
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you directly in relation to this matter.

14/02/2019WRH02500Hospitals Capital Programme

14/02/2019WRH02600139. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the funding for a 50-bed unit 
in St. Patrick’s Community Hospital, Carrick-on-Shannon, has been ring-fenced; if the project 
is still included in the HSE capital plan 2017 to 2021 in view of the overspend on the national 
children’s hospital; the status of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7572/19]

14/02/2019WRH02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

14/02/2019WRH02800National Children’s Hospital Location

14/02/2019WRH02900140. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the review 
of the national children’s hospital process; if the option of investigating alternatives to the con-
tinuation of the project at St. James’s will be included; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7412/19]

14/02/2019WRH03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The independent review commissioned to 
understand the reasons for the cost escalation associated with the new children’s hospital con-
struction project is underway.  As per its terms of reference, the primary focus of the review 
is on the governance and management arrangements in place within and between the National 
Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) and Executive, Design Team, relevant con-
sultants, user groups and contractors. The review will deal with the accountability of the rel-
evant key parties, functions and roles. 

The terms of reference of the review also require it to develop any further recommendations, 
if possible, which may identify any areas of potential costs savings or reductions, which are 
consistent with the applicable contractual undertakings and the delivery of the project, in light 
of its current status.  The review will be completed by the end of March subject to availability 
of relevant documentation and personnel, and will inform appropriate next steps by decision 
makers, including Government. 

In December 2018, Government approved the construction investment to allow Phase B 
of the hospital to be instructed.  The building of the new children’s hospital on the St James’s 
campus is underway, Phase B works commenced on site at the end of last month. The review 
does not include the option of investigating alternatives to constructing the hospital on the St 
James’s Hospital campus.

14/02/2019WRH03100Health Services

14/02/2019WRH03200141. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 429 of 22 January 2019, if those living in Glenamaddy, County Galway, availing 
of Westdoc services and that have no access to transport to bring them to Roscommon will be 
facilitated in Glenamaddy when they make a call to Westdoc; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7413/19]
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14/02/2019WRH03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRH03400Respite Care Services Provision

14/02/2019WRH03500142. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has not received respite; if the case will be examined; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7414/19]

14/02/2019WRH03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRH03700Nursing Staff Remuneration

14/02/2019WRH03800143. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the way in which a nurse 
returning home to work here should proceed to receive the relocation allowance; the length of 
time it takes to receive same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7415/19]

14/02/2019WRH03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

14/02/2019WRH04000Nursing Staff Remuneration

14/02/2019WRH04100144. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the reason the reloca-
tion allowance for a person (details supplied) is taking a long time to be received; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7416/19]

14/02/2019WRH04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

14/02/2019WRH04300Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2019WRH04400145. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a date for referral to Beaumont Hospital; and if such treatment can be availed of 
through the cross-border scheme. [7417/19]

14/02/2019WRH04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
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half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRH04600National Children’s Hospital Administration

14/02/2019WRH04700146. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the role the National Develop-
ment Finance Agency has had in the new national children’s hospital project; if the agency was 
entitled to be part of the board of the hospital; if not, the reason this was not the case; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7421/19]

14/02/2019WRH04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to National Paediatric Hospital 
Development Board membership, the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (Es-
tablishment) Order 2007 provided that the Board will consist of a Chairperson and 12 ordinary 
members appointed by the Minister for Health. Of the 12 ordinary members, three were to 
be appointed to represent the interests of the general public; three on the nomination of the 
Chairperson; two on the nomination of the Health Service Executive; one on the nomination of 
Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin; one on the nomination of the Children’s University 
Hospital, Temple Street; one on the nomination of the National Children’s Hospital at Tallaght; 
and one on the nomination of the Faculty of Paediatrics, Royal College of Physicians of Ireland.  

The Children’s Health Act 2018 includes provision to amend the National Paediatric Hospi-
tal Development Board  appointment process to better reflect the Board’s primary role which is 
to deliver on the capital project, rather than its previous broader remit which also included op-
erational planning for the services, the latter now being a matter for Children’s Health Ireland.   
There is nothing in either the original or revised appointment process set out in the National 
Paediatric Hospital Development Board  Establishment Order which entitles or precludes a 
member of the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) from being appointed to the 
Board.  

I have asked the NDFA to reply direct to the Deputy outlining their involvement in the new 
children’s hospital project.

14/02/2019WRJ00200Assisted Human Reproduction

14/02/2019WRJ00300147. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to provide 
greater supports and to reduce costs for persons undergoing IVF treatment; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7430/19]

14/02/2019WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In October 2017, the Government approved 
the drafting of a Bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research, 
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based on the published General Scheme. The process of drafting this Bill will be completed in 
conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. In addition, the Joint Committee on Health 
is currently conducting a review of the General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction 
Bill 2017 as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, which began in January of last year. The 
review is on-going and the Committee intends to publish its report early this year. However, it 
is not possible at this time to give a definitive timeline for the completion of the draft Bill and 
its subsequent passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas.

In order to support the commencement of the legislation, officials in my Department are 
working with the HSE to develop a model of care for infertility to ensure the provision of safe, 
effective and accessible services through the public health system as part of the full range of 
services available in obstetrics and gynaecology. 

The Government has approved a €1 million fund for use in relation to providing public AHR 
treatment. Officials in my Department are currently examining options in relation to the opera-
tion and administration of this fund, which includes determining the access criteria that will 
apply. Once I have had the opportunity to review and approve these proposals, there will be an 
announcement regarding the commencement of this fund. 

It should also be noted that, currently, patients who access IVF treatment privately may 
claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses scheme. In addi-
tion, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered under the High 
Tech Scheme administered by the HSE. Medicines covered by the High Tech Scheme must be 
prescribed by a consultant/specialist and approved by the HSE ‘High Tech Liaison Officers’. 
The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under the Medical Card or Drugs 
Payment Scheme. 

14/02/2019WRJ00500National Treatment Purchase Fund

14/02/2019WRJ00600148. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if the reason the methodology of 
the cross-border directive will be investigated by which patients are being treated within a few 
weeks cannot be applied to the National Treatment Purchase Fund in order to expedite the sys-
tem; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7441/19]

14/02/2019WRJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to the matter raised by the 
Deputy, the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) advise that under  the terms of the 
Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) they hold with referring hospitals, all referring hospitals 
should contact patients with an offer of NTPF funded treatment within 2 weeks of receiving an 
NTPF authorisation of treatment. Subsequent to this, the transfer of the patient’s clinical file to  
the treating hospital should occur within two weeks of the patient’s acceptance of the offer of 
NTPF funded treatment.

The NTPF further advise that the  treating hospital should ensure that treatment is com-
pleted within a maximum  of six weeks from receipt of the relevant referring hospital Patient 
Health  Records and Clinical Authorisation Notice (CAN). 

All timelines as set out by the NTPF are maximum timelines.

14/02/2019WRJ00800Cancer Screening Programmes

14/02/2019WRJ00900149. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
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Question No. 433 of 29 January 2019, if the note provided to him on 7 September 2018 by his 
officials updating him on the emerging position of the cost increases involved with building the 
new national children’s hospital will be provided (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7443/19]

14/02/2019WRJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The briefing notes submitted to me by my 
officials relating to the emerging position on the cost of the new children’s hospital were pro-
vided  by my Department to the Clerks of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health and Public 
Accounts Committee on 7 February 2019. This included the  note provided to me on 7 Septem-
ber 2018 referred to by the Deputy. 

14/02/2019WRJ01100Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2019WRJ01200150. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be 
arranged at University Hospital Waterford urology department for a person (details supplied); 
and if the matter will be expedited [7452/19]

14/02/2019WRJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRJ01400Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2019WRJ01500151. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare will receive an appointment at the Cork dental hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7454/19]

14/02/2019WRJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRJ01700Hospital Appointments Delays

14/02/2019WRJ01800152. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has been waiting since 2006 for corrective surgery; the further reason a misplacement of 
files has led to a three-year wait for an appointment with an ENT in South Infirmary Victoria 
University Hospital, Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7455/19]

14/02/2019WRJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Regarding the issues raised, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRJ02000Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2019WRJ02100153. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7456/19]

14/02/2019WRJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRJ02300Nursing Homes Support Scheme Payments

14/02/2019WRJ02400154. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) who has no spouse or children must pay a larger amount per week for the fair deal scheme 
than the person’s combined pensions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7460/19]

14/02/2019WRJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as A Fair Deal, is a system of financial support 
for those in need of long-term nursing home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their 
care according to their income and assets while the State pays the balance of the cost. 

The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable 
for everyone and that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings. An applicant to the 
scheme can choose any public, voluntary or approved private nursing home.  The home must 
have availability and be able to cater for the applicant’s particular needs.
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Participants in the Scheme contribute up to 80% of their assessable income and a maximum 
of 7.5% per annum of the value of assets held. Assets include cash assets and all forms of prop-
erty whether situated in the State or not. The capital value of an individual’s principal private 
residence (PPR) is only included in the financial assessment for the first three years of their time 
in care. This is known as the three year cap.

The Scheme has a number of important safeguards built into the financial assessment which 
ensures that:

- Nobody will pay more than the actual cost of care;

- An applicant will keep a personal allowance of 20% of his/her income or 20% of the maxi-
mum rate of the State Pension (non-Contributory), whichever is greater.  This is in recognition 
of the fact that, although the NHSS covers core living expenses, residents can still incur some 
costs in a nursing home, such as social programmes, newspapers or hairdressing;

- If an applicant has a spouse/partner remaining at home, he/she will be left with 50% of 
the couple’s income or the maximum rate of the State Pension (non-Contributory), whichever 
is greater;

- If both members of a couple enter nursing home care, they each retain at least 20% of their 
income, or 20% of the maximum rate of the State Pension (non-Contributory), whichever is 
greater;

- Certain items of expenditure, called allowable deductions, can be taken into account for 
the financial assessment, including health expenses, payments required by law, rent payments 
and borrowings in respect of a person’s principal private residence;

- A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the Medical Card Scheme or the Drug 
Payment Scheme, is unaffected by participation in the Nursing Homes Support Scheme or resi-
dence in a nursing home.

14/02/2019WRJ02600Health Services Funding

14/02/2019WRJ02700155. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if funding is available for a 
group (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7469/19]

14/02/2019WRJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRJ02900Cancer Screening Programmes
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14/02/2019WRJ03000156. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is waiting since October 2018 for the results of the most recent annual smear test; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7470/19]

14/02/2019WRJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In May 2018, I asked CervicalCheck to 
make the necessary arrangements to provide that any woman who had had a CervicalCheck 
smear test, and whose GP considered that she should have a further test as part of her reas-
surance, to access such a further test without charge. This decision was made in good faith to 
address the considerable fears of the many anxious women in Ireland as a result of significant 
media coverage of the issues that emerged in late April.  

In the months since then, there has been a significant increase in the volume of women pre-
senting for smear tests. This includes women who have availed of the out of cycle tests, but also 
a greater number of women presenting for scheduled screening.  

This increased level of engagement with the programme is very welcome. However, the 
increased demand has undoubtedly put pressure on lab capacity and turnaround times. 

The HSE has been working actively with the labs to manage this issue and to improve 
turnaround times for smear tests. In addition, the HSE is aiming to source additional screening 
capacity, which would improve the turnaround time of results; however, sourcing capacity and 
resources is a global challenge as countries start to move to primary HPV screening, which 
vastly reduces the requirement for cytology screening staff. The HSE is currently developing a 
capacity plan, which will take account of available capacity and expected demand, with the aim 
of bringing the programme into stabilisation this year. This is a priority concern for my Depart-
ment and the HSE. 

The HSE advises that the CervicalCheck Programme has recently agreed with laboratories 
to prioritise those slides which originate from women who attended colposcopy, as this cohort 
of women are considered to have the most serious need. 

In relation to the specific case raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to him.

14/02/2019WRJ03200Disability Services Funding

14/02/2019WRJ03300157. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) who is fully funded can have funds redirected to the person’s parent in view of circum-
stances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7471/19]

14/02/2019WRJ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.



Questions - Written Answers

86

14/02/2019WRJ03500Disability Services Funding

14/02/2019WRJ03600158. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the HSE retains funds in 
cases in which persons are fully funded and the service is not provided or only partly provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7472/19]

14/02/2019WRJ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRJ03800Hospital Procedures

14/02/2019WRJ03900159. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if cataract surgery will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7474/19]

14/02/2019WRJ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRJ04100Drugs Payment Scheme Coverage

14/02/2019WRJ04200160. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if an anomaly regarding medi-
cation available under the drugs payment scheme (details supplied) will be removed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7479/19]

14/02/2019WRJ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.
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14/02/2019WRJ04400National Treatment Purchase Fund

14/02/2019WRJ04500161. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be treated under the National Treatment Purchase Fund. [7480/19]

14/02/2019WRJ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRJ04700Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

14/02/2019WRJ04800162. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the way in which it is planned 
to reduce the waiting times being experienced by children in counties Laois and Offaly who are 
in need of an assessment for occupational therapy. [7482/19]

14/02/2019WRJ04900163. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the way in which it is planned 
to reduce the long waiting times being experienced by children in County Kildare who are in 
need of an assessment for occupational therapy. [7483/19]

14/02/2019WRJ05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 162 and 163 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. 

This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, which is guid-
ed by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for people with 
disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRK00300Hospitals Data

14/02/2019WRK00400164. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital appointments 
cancelled in January 2017, 2018 and 2019 by week and hospital; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7486/19]
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14/02/2019WRK00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Maintaining scheduled care access for all 
patients is a key priority for hospitals. I fully acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for 
patients and their families when elective procedures are cancelled, particularly for clinically 
urgent procedures. 

In relation to the information requested by the Deputy, as this is a service issue I have asked 
the HSE to respond to you directly. 

14/02/2019WRK00600National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

14/02/2019WRK00700165. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the date the European In-
vestment Bank was informed of the increased cost of the national children’s hospital project; 
if the cost estimate presents a difficulty in terms of the EIB loan for the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7487/19]

14/02/2019WRK00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On the 9th January 2019 my Department 
wrote to the National Treasury Management Agency in order that they formally update the 
European Investment Bank in relation to the increased costs and completion dates of the new 
children’s hospital and associated outpatient and urgent care centres project. 

My Department is keeping the European Investment Bank apprised of the position in rela-
tion to the project as agreed between all parties to the loan.

14/02/2019WRK00900Primary Care Centres Provision

14/02/2019WRK01000166. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the stage plans are at for the new 
primary healthcare centre in Arklow, County Wicklow; the timeframe for the completion of the 
centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7489/19]

14/02/2019WRK01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRK01200EU Programmes

14/02/2019WRK01300167. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the reason Ireland partici-
pated in the DEMOCOPHES pilot biomonitoring project but did not continue on to the EHB-
MI-HBM4EU human biomonitoring initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7490/19]

14/02/2019WRK01400168. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the reason Ireland is not 
monitoring the level of chemicals in the population via the EHBMI-HBM4EU human biomoni-
toring initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7491/19]

14/02/2019WRK01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 167 and 
168 together.

This is a matter for the HSE so I have referred the question to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply. 
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14/02/2019WRK01700Home Help Service Provision

14/02/2019WRK01800169. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health if extra home help hours will be 
provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7495/19]

14/02/2019WRK01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

14/02/2019WRK02000Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2019WRK02100170. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7505/19]

14/02/2019WRK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRK02300Hospital Appointments Status

14/02/2019WRK02400171. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7508/19]

14/02/2019WRK02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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14/02/2019WRK02600Services for People with Disabilities

14/02/2019WRK02700172. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the person or body families 
should contact in an emergency situation when they are unable to care for a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7518/19]

14/02/2019WRK02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRK02900Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

14/02/2019WRK03000173. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a child (details supplied) 
has been denied an inpatient place in a facility on the basis of being dependent on alcohol de-
spite having been referred there by the child’s psychiatrist. [7526/19]

14/02/2019WRK03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

14/02/2019WRK03200National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

14/02/2019WRK03300174. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the possible inflationary 
pressures that may result in the final build cost of the national children’s hospital rising further 
taking the current gross maximum price of €1.433 billion as the base; the details of the contract 
terms relating to the treatment of costs associated with sectoral employment orders and hyper-
inflation as defined in the contract; if the €1.433 billion includes a provision for construction 
inflation or other inflation; if so, the potential for further percentage and nominal increases that 
could impact on the final build cost; the reason provided for in the contract that could result in 
the build cost rising; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7529/19]

14/02/2019WRK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are clearly defined procedures around 
the recovery of excessive tender inflation in relation to the build cost for this project. The Guar-
anteed Maximum Price (GMP) procurement process agreed with the contractors requires the 
contractors to take all risk for quantities following completion of the GMP process, and limits 
their recovery of additional costs incurred by them to clearly defined scope changes and in 
excess of 4% inflation (as per the average of three published tender price indices) which may 
occur post July 2019.  

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board has also identified as a potential risk 
the industry-wide Sectoral Employment Order which was introduced in 2017. The independent 
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review underway into the cost escalation associated with the new children’s hospital construc-
tion project, as part of its Terms of Reference, will comment on the major residual risks and 
the robustness/completeness of the current forecasts and, where possible, quantify those risks 
contractually excluded from the GMP/adjusted contract sum. This review is expected to be 
completed by the end of March 2019. 

14/02/2019WRK03500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

14/02/2019WRK03600175. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if it is planned to provide a drug 
(details supplied) under the GMS in view of its reported efficacy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7533/19]

14/02/2019WRK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines.

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE 
pursuant to the community drugs schemes, the company must first submit an application to the 
HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list.

As outlined in the Framework Agreement on the Supply and Pricing of Medicines, and in 
line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, within 180 days of receiving the application (or a 
longer period if further information is sought from the company), to either add the medicine to 
the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse 
the medicine.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and makes 
recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision frame-
work to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an on-going basis. This can lead to a 
protracted deliberation process.

The NCPE competed a health technology assessment on 29 August 2018 for Ocrelizumab 
(Ocrevus) for the treatment of adult patients with relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis (RMS). 
They recommended that Ocrelizumab (Ocrevus) not be considered for reimbursement unless 
cost-effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treatments.

On 4 October 2018 the NCPE completed their assessment for Ocrelizumab indicated for the 
treatment of adult patients with early primary progressive multiple sclerosis (PPMS). They did 
not recommend that Ocrelizumab be reimbursed for this indication.  

The HSE is the statutory decision-making body for medicine reimbursement. It will make 
the final decision on whether Ocrelizumab will be reimbursed, taking into consideration the 
statutory criteria in the 2013 Act.

Finally I wish to advise the Deputy that as Ocrelizumab is administered by intravenous infu-
sion it would only be available in a hospital setting and not under the General Medical Services 
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Scheme.

14/02/2019WRK03800Hospitals Capital Programme

14/02/2019WRK03900176. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if funding will be allocated in 
the 2019 capital plan for the 50-bed ward block at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7546/19]

14/02/2019WRK04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project. The re-
quirements of the new children’s hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration.   

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure 
projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation to the current position in 
relation to the development of a new ward block at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe.

14/02/2019WRK04100Services for People with Disabilities

14/02/2019WRK04200177. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (de-
tails supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7547/19]

14/02/2019WRK04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRK04400Health Services Provision

14/02/2019WRK04500178. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a second medical option 
can be sought or offered in the case of the daughter of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7551/19]

14/02/2019WRK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

14/02/2019WRL00200Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRL00300179. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the expenditure details for all 
consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a company (details supplied) from 
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2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7564/19]

14/02/2019WRL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There were no payments made to PWC for 
any services from 2015 to 2019 to date.

14/02/2019WRL00500Medical Card Applications

14/02/2019WRL00600180. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the reason documenta-
tion is being requested from a person (details supplied) from the medical card section in view 
of the fact it has already been provided; if a decision will be expedited regarding same in view 
of the medical circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7571/19]

14/02/2019WRL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRL00800Health Services Provision

14/02/2019WRL00900181. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if the Health Service Executive 
is allowed to deny the grant of a treatment that has been approved by a committee (details sup-
plied). [7573/19]

14/02/2019WRL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, relating to the 
work of the Rare Diseases Medicinal Products/Technology Review Committee, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRL01100Addiction Treatment Services

14/02/2019WRL01200182. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the opening hours of a health fa-
cility (details supplied) in Dublin 8; the number of beds the facility accommodates; the numbers 
sleeping on the premises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7582/19]

14/02/2019WRL01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

14/02/2019WRL01400Health Products Regulatory Authority

14/02/2019WRL01500183. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the ongoing supervision the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority carry out for parallel import productions, particularly 
regarding repackaging; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7583/19]

14/02/2019WRL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A medicinal product, placed originally on 
the market in another EU Member State or EEA country, may be parallel imported to Ireland, 
provided that the equivalent product is already on the market here or has been withdrawn for 
commercial reasons only, and the importer has obtained a parallel import licence (known in 
Ireland as a parallel product authorisation (PPA)) from the HPRA to place the parallel imported 
product on the Irish market. 
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A PPA is granted only for a product that fulfils the following criteria:

- The Irish-market product must have a current, full Irish marketing authorisation at the time 
of submission or, if not still authorised, it must have been withdrawn for commercial reasons 
only.

- The parallel-imported product must have the same active substance(s), the same pharma-
ceutical form (e.g. tablet, capsule, injection, etc.) and have no significant therapeutic difference 
from, the Irish-market product.

- The parallel-imported product must be imported from an EU Member State or an EEA 
country and it must have a current, full marketing authorisation in that country.

As outlined above, the parallel import licence is termed a Parallel Product Authorisation and 
is identified by the letters ‘PPA’ in front of the authorisation number. Authorisation is granted 
under the Medicinal Products (Control of Placing on the Market) Regulations 2007, as amend-
ed. Prior to placing the parallel imported product on the Irish market, a certain amount of over 
labelling or repackaging will be required under the terms of the PPA granted by the HPRA. 

An additional requirement of obtaining an authorisation for a parallel product is that the 
repackaging and/or over labelling of the product is done in accordance with good manufac-
turing practice (GMP) by the holder of a manufacturer’s/importer’s authorisation (MIA). If 
the repackaging and/or over labelling takes place in Ireland, the MIA is granted by the HPRA 
(under the Medicinal Products (Control of Manufacture) Regulations 2007, as amended) if the 
manufacturing operation is found to be satisfactory on initial inspection. MIA holders are in-
spected for continuing compliance with GMP at regular intervals, generally every two to three 
years, under a risk based inspection programme.

I would refer the Deputy to the HPRA’s website for a comprehensive guide to Parallel Im-
ports of human medicines.

14/02/2019WRL01700Nursing Home Services

14/02/2019WRL01800184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the status of plans being de-
vised and considered by the HSE regarding the future of services at a community hospital (de-
tails supplied) in County Donegal; his plans to redevelop the facility; if so, the details of same; 
his immediate plans for current services housed at the unit with the view to ensuring continua-
tion of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7585/19]

14/02/2019WRL01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

14/02/2019WRL02000Hospital Consultant Remuneration

14/02/2019WRL02100185. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year cost of 
reversing and restoring all adjustments to consultants’ remuneration since 2008. [7591/19]

14/02/2019WRL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.
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14/02/2019WRL02300Health Services Staff Remuneration

14/02/2019WRL02400186. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the estimated full-year cost of 
reversing or restoring all FEMPI adjustments for general practitioners since 2008. [7592/19]

14/02/2019WRL02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the General Medical Services (GMS) 
contract, GPs are reimbursed for a range of services they provide to medical card and GP visit 
card holders. GPs are remunerated for these services primarily on a capitation basis, with a 
range of additional support payments and fees for specific items of service. GPs are also remu-
nerated for services they provide on behalf of the HSE under other public health schemes, such 
as the Maternity and Infant Care Scheme, Primary Childhood Immunisation Scheme, etc.

The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Act 2009 imposed a 
range of adjustments to health contractor payments. These included different levels of reduc-
tions to various GP fees and allowances and the elimination of certain payments, resulting in 
savings of approximately €120 million per annum. 

Despite reductions to the payment rates of health contractors made under FEMPI legisla-
tion, the total fees paid to GPs under the GMS scheme have increased from just over €472 
million in 2009 to approximately €525 million in 2017. This increase in fees is largely due to 
significant developments and investment in GP services introduced in recent years, with more 
services being made available to our citizens and additional financial support provided by the 
HSE.

The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 now allows the setting and varying of con-
tractor payments on a non-emergency statutory basis. It is my intention to put in place a new 
multiannual approach to fees in return for service improvements and contractual reforms based 
upon health policy considerations and engagement with representative bodies.

 Officials from my Department and the HSE are currently engaged in talks with the Irish 
Medical Organisation in relation to the reform and modernisation of the GMS contract. Agree-
ment on the delivery of service improvements and contractual reform has the potential to fa-
cilitate a substantial increase in the resourcing of general practice on a multiannual basis. Of 
course, any agreement must benefit patients an provide value for the taxpayer. 

In line with the long-established approach to such processes, and by agreement of the parties 
concerned, I am not in a position to give further details while engagement between the parties 
is underway. 

14/02/2019WRL02600Health Services Staff Remuneration

14/02/2019WRL02700187. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Health the reason an organisation (details 
supplied) is not included in negotiations on a new deal for general practitioners regarding the 
reversal of FEMPI and other matters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7594/19]

14/02/2019WRL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to engaging 
with GP representatives on the development of modernised contractual arrangements. 

Talks between the Department of Health, HSE and the IMO are ongoing.  Historically, the 
IMO has been the main representative body for GPs and the only one involved in contractual 
processes.  It negotiated the existing 1972 and 1989 GP contract arrangements with the Depart-
ment of Health. 
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While some progress has been made in the current phase of talks, there are a number of 
outstanding issues that need to be addressed. The introduction of an other organisation into the 
process at this stage would likely prolong and complicate negotiations and may make an agreed 
outcome less likely. 

Agreement on the delivery of a range of service improvements and contractual reforms has 
the potential to facilitate a very substantial increase in the resourcing of general practice on a 
multi-annual basis. 

14/02/2019WRL02900Hospital Procedures

14/02/2019WRL03000188. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when required surgery 
will be available for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7608/19]

14/02/2019WRL03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

14/02/2019WRL03200National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

14/02/2019WRL03300189. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if the professional services being 
provided for the construction of the national children’s hospital are being paid as a percentage 
of the overall cost. [7651/19]

14/02/2019WRL03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A competitive procurement process, in ac-
cordance with Government procurement guidelines, was undertaken by the National Paediatric 
Hospital Development Board  in 2014 to appoint the design team for the new children’s hospi-
tal. The design team was procured in August 2014 on a lump sum tender. It was not appointed 
on the basis of a percentage of the contract price.

14/02/2019WRL03500Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRL03600190. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the capital projects complet-
ed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; the final cost of same; and 
the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review in tabular form. [7851/19]

14/02/2019WRL03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
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sible for the delivery of the health capital programme, I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly in relation to this matter.

14/02/2019WRL03800Animal Disease Controls

14/02/2019WRL03900191. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the outbreak of equine flu in the UK (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7473/19]

14/02/2019WRL04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Equine in-
fluenza is endemic in both Europe and North America, with outbreaks occurring on an almost 
annual basis. The virus rarely causes fatalities. Similar to human influenza, vaccines are avail-
able. However, if sufficient numbers of horses are infected, equestrian events may have to be 
cancelled in order to control the spread of the disease. 

The recent equine influenza outbreak in the UK resulted in temporary suspension by the rac-
ing authorities in the UK of race meetings there and a temporary ban by the racing authorities 
in Ireland on British-trained horses running in Ireland.

On February 11th, 2019, the Irish Horseracing Regulatory Board (IHRB) announced that 
horses from Britain meeting IHRB requirements could resume racing in Ireland, with immedi-
ate effect.  Also on that date, the British Horseracing Authority announced a return to racing 
from 13th of February 2019.  

My Department has liaised closely with the Irish Equine Centre (IEC) on the equine influ-
enza situation.  Testing for equine influenza is provided by the IEC and they have also provided 
on-going expert advice to the industry.  My Department’s continued financial support towards 
maintenance of the Irish Equine Centre’s OIE (World Organisation for Animal Health) refer-
ence laboratory status in respect of equine influenza (one of just four such designated laborato-
ries in the world) provides an important safeguard to Ireland’s equine industry.

My Department will continue to liaise closely with the Irish Equine Centre and monitor the 
situation in both Ireland and the UK.

14/02/2019WRL04100Animal Welfare Bodies

14/02/2019WRL04200192. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a sys-
tem of licensing and registering for animal rescues is being developed; the consultation that 
has taken place in relation to the issue; the persons or bodies with which consultation has taken 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7539/19]

14/02/2019WRL04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Animal res-
cues that rehome companion animals outside of Ireland are currently registered by my Depart-
ment, as required by Council Directive 92/65/EEC (the Balai Directive). Further, all premises 
on which farmed animals are kept are subject to registration. 

Under the new EU Animal Health Law (EU Regulation 2016/429), animal rescue organisa-
tions will be among the establishments keeping terrestrial animals that will be required to apply 
for registration with my Department to allow them to operate, from 21st April 2021 (the date 
from which the EU Animal Health Law will apply).
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14/02/2019WRL04400Animal Welfare Bodies

14/02/2019WRL04500193. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the rea-
son an organisation (details supplied) has never had to tender for the public service contracts for 
running dog pounds. [7540/19]

14/02/2019WRL04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The provision 
of pounds is a matter for each local authority; neither I nor my Department have any function in 
this regard. My Department works closely with local authorities to ensure that optimum animal 
welfare standards are maintained.  Should the Deputy have any concerns regarding a particular 
establishment, it is recommended that contact  be made with my Department’s Animal Welfare 
Helpline on Call Save 0761064408; phone 016072379; Email animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.
ie.

14/02/2019WRL04700Animal Welfare Bodies

14/02/2019WRL04800194. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if allega-
tions of wholesale corruption in the animal rescue community have been made to his Depart-
ment; if so, if the claims came from a particular organisation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7541/19]

14/02/2019WRL04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There have 
been no such allegations made to my Department.  However, if the Deputy is aware of any 
specific issues that require follow up action, details should be passed immediately to my own 
Department,  the Office of the Revenue Commissioners,  the Charities Regulator and An Garda 
Síochána in order that matters raised can be fully investigated.

14/02/2019WRM00200Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRM00300195. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a com-
pany (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7554/19]

14/02/2019WRM00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that my Department has not engaged the consultancy or audit services of the 
company in question from 2015 to date.

14/02/2019WRM00500Beef Industry

14/02/2019WRM00600196. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to reduce the 70-day retention period for all amounts that go onto farms before they 
can be resold to 30 days maximum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7575/19]

14/02/2019WRM00700201. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the four movement rule that was brought onto farms will be removed (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7598/19]

14/02/2019WRM00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 196 and 201 together.
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A Quality Payment System (QPS) for the payment of bonuses in respect of certain catego-
ries of cattle at slaughter plants was introduced in 2009 by agreement between Meat Industry 
Ireland (MII) and the Irish Farmers Association (IFA).  My understanding is that the conditions 
attached to qualification for this bonus payment include a limit on the number of movements 
of cattle in their lifetime prior to slaughter.  This is a purely private arrangement between both 
parties and my Department has no role in its design or implementation.

14/02/2019WRM00900Hazardous Waste Removal

14/02/2019WRM01000197. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
remediation work will be completed on Haulbowline Island, County Cork and what the reason 
for the delay. [7580/19]

14/02/2019WRM01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment assumed responsibility for remediation works at Haulbowline Island on behalf of the Irish 
Government in 2012 with a particular focus on bringing about compliance with the terms of a 
CJEU judgment (Case C-494/01) under the Waste Framework Directive concerning the East 
Tip site.  Funding for the remediation project is currently provided to my Department, in accor-
dance with the specific conditions set out by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
on an annual basis up to the completion date of the remediation works.

The East Tip works are the most significant element of the remediation project.  In the pe-
riod up to 2017 expenditure was focused on preparing for and securing the necessary planning 
and waste licence consents for the East Tip remediation and upgrading the island infrastructure 
in anticipation of works. Following the signing of contracts in July 2017, the remediation of 
the East Tip commenced and in December 2018 I visited the site to see that the works had been 
substantially completed. I understand that there are some minor finishing works on the site to be 
completed early this year. The access road leading into the site is also being upgraded and this 
is scheduled for completion by the end of April 2019.

While the priority has been remediation of the East Tip, work on assessing a suitable solu-
tion for the former steelworks factory site has also been advanced in preparation for the next 
phase of the remediation project. Detailed site investigations have been undertaken and the 
preparation of an application for planning consent has also been advanced. The Government 
has decided that the Minister for Defence will be the ultimate owner of Haulbowline Island, 
in keeping with the main occupancy of the island being the headquarters for the Irish Naval 
Service.  Any remediation solution for these areas will need to be cognisant of their likely long 
term use.

14/02/2019WRM01200Laboratory Facilities

14/02/2019WRM01300198. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has 
completed his value for money review into the regional veterinary laboratories; and if so, when 
it will be made public. [7584/19]

14/02/2019WRM01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment commissioned a cost-benefit analysis (CBA) of options that were proposed by a Working 
Group in 2016 for the future development of the Regional Veterinary Laboratories (RVLs). The 
team conducting the CBA included internationally-recognised, independent experts in econom-
ic analysis and animal disease surveillance. My Department has been presented with the CBA 
report and senior officials are currently considering the recommendations. Due consideration 
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is also being given to feedback we received following consultation on two separate occasions 
with our stakeholders - following publication of the 2016 Working Group report and during the 
CBA process.  A proposal on how best to redevelop the RVLs over the next few years will be 
informed by both of those consultative processes and by the findings of the CBA. The focus of 
my Department is now on securing and improving the service to the sector at best value to the 
tax payer and on securing the necessary capital funding for investment.

14/02/2019WRM01500Pigmeat Sector

14/02/2019WRM01600199. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposals he has put to the European Commission on the need to introduce measures to support 
the pig sector in view of continuing inadequate price returns to producers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7595/19]

14/02/2019WRM01700200. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce measures to support primary producers in the pigmeat sector in view of the 
closure of some pig units; if his attention has been drawn to the ongoing pressures on indi-
vidual farms to survive due to inadequate returns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7596/19]

14/02/2019WRM01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 199 and 200 together.

Price volatility has been a significant issue for the pig sector in the last 18 months, highlight-
ing the cyclical nature of prices in the sector. Current prices stand at €137.19/100kg, which is 
0.8% below prices at the same time in 2018.

The continuing uncertainty regarding Brexit lends an even greater urgency to the expansion 
of international market access, so, my Department and I have made a major push to encour-
age market diversification. In 2017 I visited Mexico, the fourth largest importer of chilled and 
frozen pork in the world and made access to that market a top priority. Following visits from 
Mexican authorities, six export plants were recently audited as part of the first stage of gaining 
access to the Mexican market for Irish pig meat exporters and we expect the outcome of those 
audits shortly.

There has also been a significant expansion in Ireland’s pig meat exports to East Asia in gen-
eral, with exports to China, Japan and South Korea totalling €100m last year. In May of 2018 
I lead a trade mission to China, visiting Beijing and Shanghai.  This visit included events, in 
association with Bord Bia, to promote Irish pork to further develop export opportunities .I also 
travelled to Japan and South Korea in 2017 to promote further opportunities for Irish producers 
in these markets. Exports to Japan increased by 36% to €30m last year and exports to South 
Korea increased by 29% to reach €11m. Additionally, I  led the first ever Irish agri-food trade 
mission to Malaysia last November, where I agreed a veterinary health certificate for pigmeat, 
an important milestone in the process of opening this market for Irish exporters.  I will continue 
to work closely with the sector and, by focusing on insight-led growth strategies, capitalise 
upon opportunities for Irish pig meat exporters on international markets.  

As regards support for primary producers, TAMS II measures (under the 2014-2020 RDP 
plan) provide grants for capital investment in physical assets to assist the pig sector to develop 
their businesses. A massive variety of items are available under the suite of TAMS measures 
and the Pig Sector is catered for under the current Pig and Poultry Investment Scheme (PPIS) 
of TAMS II. Additionally, in 2016 I established a Pig Implementation Strategy Group which 
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oversees implementation of the measures recommended in the report of the Pig Industry Stake-
holder Group. This group plays a vital facilitating role in achieving the objectives for the indus-
try as laid out in Food Wise 2025. 

I recently met with Commissioner Hogan to discuss the unique exposure the agri-food and 
fisheries sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the challenges that it could present. I 
stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential impacts on 
farmers and processors, including via traditional market supports and exceptional aid under the 
CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, and increased flexibility under State 
Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s willingness to respond and support 
Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as a clearer picture emerges.

Question No. 201 answered with Question No. 196.

14/02/2019WRM02100Inshore Fisheries

14/02/2019WRM02200202. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of the Strategy for the Irish Inshore Fisheries Sector 2018 to 2023; the number of 
agreed actions; and the timetable for implementation in tabular from. [7635/19]

14/02/2019WRM02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The ‘Strategy 
for the Inshore Fisheries Sector 2019-2023’ has been finalised following an extensive devel-
opment process involving the National and Regional Inshore Fisheries Forums.  I was very 
pleased to receive a presentation on the Strategy from the Chair of the National Inshore Fisher-
ies Forum at our meeting on 30 January.

The Strategy is the first industry-led blueprint for the inshore fisheries sector.  I understand 
an inclusive approach was taken to identifying key issues and priorities for the sector, including 
a Steering Group with industry and State partners, a dedicated workshop and public consulta-
tion.  

From the presentation given, I understand that the Strategy identifies a vision for the inshore 
sector, that it “will have a prosperous and sustainable future delivered through a united industry 
with a strong and influential voice”.  To achieve this, the Strategy sets out 14 objectives for the 
sector, which are grouped under four themes.  These objectives are linked to specific actions 
that will underpin the Strategy’s implementation.

Bord Iascaigh Mhara will lead the implementation of the Strategy in partnership with the 
National Inshore Fisheries Forum.  BIM will work closely with the Forum to prepare a plan 
for implementing the Strategy and identify the objectives and actions that will be prioritised.  
The Strategy will frame the work of the Forum over the next number of years, until 2023, and 
affords an opportunity to target funding support available under the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund to where it can be most effectively used.  

I look forward to launching the Strategy with the National Inshore Fisheries Forum in the 
coming weeks and, in the medium term, to seeing the output achieved through the implementa-
tion of this Strategy.

14/02/2019WRM02400Farm Costs

14/02/2019WRM02500203. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he has had discussions at EU level recently with regard to reducing the price of fertiliser 
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costs for farmers, including wholesale CAN prices; the status of the investigation of the Eu-
ropean Commission into the margins enjoyed by EU fertiliser manufacturers; and when the 
results of the investigation will be finalised. [7636/19]

14/02/2019WRM02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
conscious that fertiliser is a major input cost for Irish farmers.  Currently, there is no manufac-
turing of fertilisers in Ireland, resulting in indigenous fertiliser companies being price takers, 
dependent on global supply and demand, and subject to Euro exchange rates against the US 
dollar and other currencies.  Fertilisers are mainly traded in US Dollars and are thereby subject 
to fluctuations in currency exchange rates. 

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) monitors the price of fertilisers on a monthly basis. My 
Department receives data on the type and quantity of fertilisers and lime sold on a quarterly 
basis from Industry.  The Central Statistics Office’s 2018 Preliminary estimates of Output, Input 
and Income in Agriculture identifies an increase in volume of 7.3% combined with a price in-
crease of fertilisers consumed on Irish farms.  This resulted in an increase of €59.7m in overall 
expenditure on fertilisers, to a total of €572.7m in 2018. 

I have long believed that the elimination of fertiliser tariffs and anti-dumping duties is 
something that could help farmers reduce their input costs. I have raised this issue at the Agri 
Fish Council since 2016, both with the Commission and in consultation with my Council col-
leagues.  At the Agri Fish Council in June 2017, I asked the Commission to address the signifi-
cant overpricing of fertilisers in the EU brought about by the imposition of anti-dumping duties 
on imports. 

In that context, the Commission undertook a study of the anti-dumping levy imposed on 
ammonium nitrate fertiliser imported from Russia during 2017 and 2018.  This study was sup-
ported by a number of European farming organisations, including the IFA.

The Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1722 of 14 November 2018 outlines 
the findings of this review.  A total elimination of the levy was not supported in the findings. 
The decision was taken to reduce the levy by just over 30%. The reduction in levies applies to 
products with more than 28% ammonium nitrate.  In Ireland the level of ammonium nitrate is 
restricted to a nitrogen level of less than 28% and is used in the form of calcium ammonium 
nitrate (CAN).  While this product is not directly affected by the levy, changes in the price of 
ammonium nitrate may impact the price of CAN.

14/02/2019WRM02700Nitrates Usage

14/02/2019WRM02800204. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of applications approved for the nitrates derogation in each of the years 2015 
to 2018; the 2019 closing date for applications; and the number of applications received to date 
in tabular form. [7638/19]

14/02/2019WRM02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Farmers are 
obliged to ensure annual compliance with the limits of the Nitrates Regulations.

Derogations are granted under the Nitrates regulations allowing a higher intensity of live-
stock farming with applicants subject to additional environmental conditions. Applicants are 
required to submit an annual application, on-line, and which can be completed by the herd 
owner or his/her adviser. 

The closing date for 2019 applications is 31 March 2019. 
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Farmers who applied for a derogation in 2018 have until 31 March 2019 to submit fertiliser 
accounts in respect of 2018 also. The number of applications since 2015 to date is detailed be-
low: 

Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Applications 
Received

6,330 6,804 6,995 6,891 323(As at 
cob 11/2/19)

Applications 
approved

5,997 6,533 6,557 in progress

14/02/2019WRM03000Nitrates Action Programme Review

14/02/2019WRM03100205. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the reason for the review of the nitrates derogation; and when it will be completed. 
[7639/19]

14/02/2019WRM03200206. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the way in which he will ensure the sustainable continuation of the derogation at 250kg/
Org N as stated recently. [7640/19]

14/02/2019WRM03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 205 and 206 together.

The nitrates derogation enables farmers to exceed the 170 kg livestock manure nitrogen 
limit (2 Dairy cows per Ha) up to a maximum of 250 kg N/ ha ( less than 3 Dairy cows per Ha) 
subject to adherence with specific additional environmental requirements and is an important 
facility for more intensive farmers.  With 6,900 applicants in 2018 farming 466,000 ha, dero-
gation farms have become a very significant intensive farming cohort over recent years, the 
area farmed under derogation having increased by 40% from 2014 to 2018.  In addition, Dairy 
cow numbers increased by c. 340,000 by 2018 compared to 2010; chemical N & P usage has 
increased by c. 10 % in 2017 and in 2018. 

Against this background, the environmental impact from the increased livestock numbers 
and fertiliser use has been highlighted recently by the EPA in terms of deterioration in river 
water quality and an increase in GHG agricultural emissions in 2017. Furthermore ammonia 
emission levels are increasing and exceeding the national emission threshold of 116 KT.  

The increased environmental pressures highlight the need for additional engagement with 
intensive farmers. Consequently a review of the derogation conditions takes place this year in 
consultation with the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (DHPLG), the 
Department with responsibility for the Nitrates regulations and under which the derogation is 
made available. 

An expert group has been established specifically for this task.  The Group is jointly chaired 
by DHPLG and DAFM and comprises senior scientific experts from DHPLG, DAFM, the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Teagasc. This group will review and recommend 
opportunities for derogation farmers to increase their environmental contribution and sustain-
ability credentials. 

To inform the review, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (DH-
PLG) and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) will publish a consul-
tation paper and invite submissions from interested parties and the public over a 6 week period 
in early Spring. 
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The recommendations of this review will be subsequently considered in the context of en-
suring a sustainable derogation going forward.

14/02/2019WRM03500Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Appeals

14/02/2019WRM03600207. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of farmers that have appealed the removal of their lands from the areas of 
natural constraint scheme in 2019, by county in tabular form. [7641/19]

14/02/2019WRM03700208. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he is providing farmers that have appealed the removal of their lands from the areas of 
natural constraint scheme in 2019 with information on the data underpinning the removal of the 
relevant townlands; and the steps a farmer can take next to appeal the ruling. [7642/19]

14/02/2019WRM03800209. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if appeals to the removal of lands from the areas of natural constraint scheme in 2019 will 
be completed in time before 2019 payments are planned to issue. [7643/19]

14/02/2019WRM03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 207 to 209, inclusive, together.

Further to the completion of the review of eligible lands under the Areas of Natural Con-
straints (ANC) scheme, which was required by EU regulation, my Department wrote to all im-
pacted farmers advising of the status of their lands under the 2019 ANC scheme. These letters 
included a form to instigate an appeal. The appeals form is also available on www.agriculture.
gov.ie.  For any farmer who wishes to appeal the status of a particular townland under the 2019 
ANC scheme, an independently chaired appeals process is available.     

The first step in the appeal process is for a farmer to submit a form to my Department in-
dicating an intention to appeal the status of a particular townland. Further to receipt of these 
notifications, my Department is providing detailed information to appellants in relation to the 
data underpinning the status of the townland in question in order that they can base any appeal  
to the independent Appeals Committee on full information.  While timelines will be in a large 
part dictated by the volume of full appeals received, it is expected that the appeals process will 
be completed in advance of the commencement of payments under the 2019 ANC scheme.    

To date my Department has received 1,263 notifications of appeal from farmers.  It should 
be noted that appeals will be townland based, given the townland structure of the ANC scheme.  
The appeal notifications received represent 679 distinct townlands. The number of farmers’ 
appeals by county is as follows: -     

County Number of ANC Appeals
Carlow 52
Cavan 0
Clare 0
Cork 18
Donegal 92
Dublin 1
Galway 13
Kerry 21
Kildare 32
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County Number of ANC Appeals
Kilkenny 22
Laois 155
Leitrim 0
Limerick 31
Longford 0
Louth 8
Mayo 0
Meath 13
Monaghan 0
Offaly 74
Roscommon 0
Sligo 0
Tipperary 135
Waterford 16
Westmeath 22
Wexford 503
Wicklow 55

14/02/2019WRM04200Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRM04300210. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the capital projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; 
the final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review 
in tabular form. [7842/19]

14/02/2019WRM04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There were 
no capital projects completed in my Department since 2011 with a value in excess of €10 mil-
lion.  However, my Department has two major capital projects in progress, which are not yet 
complete. 

One capital project is currently in progress on the East Tip, Haulbowline Island.  My Depart-
ment assumed responsibility for remediation works at Haulbowline Island in 2012. Contracts 
were signed in July 2017 and works are expected to be completed by the end of April 2019 
which is in line with the schedule set out under the contract. While final contract expenditure 
figures are not yet available, it is anticipated the contract will be completed within budget.

The second capital project is for the Castletownbere Fishery Harbour Centre, Dinish Wharf 
Expansion Works.  The contract was awarded in July 2018 and expected to be substantially 
completed by the end of 2019. It was initiated in response to increasing levels of fishing activity 
in particular, but also in recognition of the increased levels of commercial cargo business being 
conducted in the harbour. The project has been approved for up to 50% co-funding under the 
European Maritime Fisheries Fund (EMFF).

14/02/2019WRN00200Food Wise 2025 Strategy

14/02/2019WRN00300211. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the discussions he had with his colleagues regarding a policy decision 
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(details supplied) [7637/19]

14/02/2019WRN00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Question No. 209 of 7 February 2019. The position is unchanged.

14/02/2019WRN00500National Broadband Plan Implementation

14/02/2019WRN00600212. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 46 of 18 December 2018, the timeframe for 
the completion of the tendering process for the national broadband plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7422/19]

14/02/2019WRN00700213. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the details of the delays in the completion of the tendering process for the national 
broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7423/19]

14/02/2019WRN00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 and 213 together. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State 
intervention network is now at the final stage. My priority is to bring the procurement process 
to a fair and impartial conclusion as quickly as possible and I will bring a recommendation to 
Government in the coming weeks.

14/02/2019WRN01000Broadband Service Provision

14/02/2019WRN01100214. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when a location (details supplied) will have access to broadband; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7481/19]

14/02/2019WRN01200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement 
process.

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. My priority is to bring the procurement process to a fair and impartial conclusion 
as quickly as possible and I will bring a recommendation to Government in this regard in the 
coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements.
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14/02/2019WRN01300Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRN01400215. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his 
Department by a company (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7557/19]

14/02/2019WRN01500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department administers a very diverse, complex and technical brief across criti-
cal and strategic sectors of the Irish economy. While it has a total complement of around 396 
full time equivalent staff of whom a number are technical personnel, the technical, commercial, 
legal complexity and evolving nature of sectors with which the Department deals requires ac-
cess to external professional expertise to assist in discharging its functions. In procuring these 
specialised services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money and that these 
services contribute to project delivery and informed, robust and evidence based policy making.  

Details of expenditure for consultancy services provided to my Department by the company 
in question in each year from 2015 to date in 2019 are set out in the table below. The bulk of 
the studies are technical and specialist in nature and were necessary to address specific issues 
as they arose and enable the Department to discharge its policy and project responsibilities in 
the areas concerned.

Year Amount (Incl Vat)
2015 €1,040,441
2016 €143,146
2017 €759,927
2018 €467,508
2019 to date Nil

14/02/2019WRN01600North-South Interconnector

14/02/2019WRN01700216. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the detailed costs of the North-South interconnector approved overhead line; the 
reason the published costs in the recent EirGrid ten-year development plan report have increased 
from €286 million to €500 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7631/19]

14/02/2019WRN01800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The most recent EirGrid estimates state that the cost of the construction of the section 
of the project in Ireland will be €180m. According to SONI’s most recent cost estimates - the 
ten year development plan apparently referenced in the question - the construction of the North-
ern element of the project will be £109.3m (€125m).  

A significant cost element for the project in Northern Ireland is the new 400/275 kV substa-
tion required at Turleenan, Co. Tyrone. The substation is required to connect the new 400 kV 
circuit into the existing 275 kV network. As the connection in Ireland is into the existing 400 kV 
Woodland substation, less construction work is required and therefore lower costs are incurred.

14/02/2019WRN01900North-South Interconnector

14/02/2019WRN02000217. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the procurement process for the North-South interconnector will cease (details 
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supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7632/19]

14/02/2019WRN02100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The construction of the North South Interconnector, and all related procurement ac-
tivities, is an operational matter for EirGrid and ESB Networks and one in which I have no 
function. 

Due to the very long lead times that can arise for a project like the North South Interconnec-
tor, EirGrid and its subsidiary counterpart in Northern Ireland, SONI, were given permission 
from the respective utility regulators to commence the procurement process in September 2017. 

There are currently a number of on-going procurements in relation to the project being un-
dertaken and managed by ESB Networks, such as tower design. However no critical procure-
ment contracts such as construction will be concluded until the legal proceedings in Ireland and 
planning issues in Northern Ireland are resolved. The earliest possible date for construction is 
early 2020.

14/02/2019WRN02200National Broadband Plan

14/02/2019WRN02300218. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his responsibilities with regard to the costs of the national broadband plan. 
[7649/19]

14/02/2019WRN02400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My role as Minister is set out in the Public Service Management Act, 1997 which 
states that a Minister of the Government having charge of a Department shall, in accordance 
with the Ministers and Secretaries Acts, 1924 to 2017, be responsible for the performance of 
functions that are assigned to the Department pursuant to any of those Acts. My Department’s 
management of the expenditure on the NBP is in line with Public Financial Procedures and in 
compliance with the Public Spending Code. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. My priority is to bring the procurement process to a fair and impartial conclusion 
as quickly as possible and I will bring a recommendation to Government in this regard in the 
coming weeks, which will include information on cost. 

14/02/2019WRN02500Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRN02600219. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the capital projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial con-
tract value of same; the final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had 
an ex post review in tabular form. [7845/19]

14/02/2019WRN02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The information requested by the Deputy regarding capital projects in excess of €10 
million completed by my Department since 2011, is set out in the following Table. 
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Name of Project Operational 
Period

Initial Contract 
Value

Final Cost Post Implemen-
tation Review 
(y/n)

National Broad-
band Scheme 
(NBS)

Contract was 
operational from 
December 2008 
to August 2014

€79.8m €79.5m Yes

Joint project 
with Department 
of Education 
and Skills to roll 
out 100Mbps 
broadband con-
nectivity to all 
second level 
schools.

Pilot: 2009 to 
2011National 
Rollout: 2012 to 
2014

€14m (estimate 
of Department’s 
contribution)

€13.3m (Depart-
ment’s contribu-
tion)

No

Phase 1 of 
INFOMAR, the 
National Seabed 
Survey. Deliv-
ered by Geo-
logical Survey 
Ireland (GSI), 
and the Marine 
Institute.

Completed be-
tween 2006 and 
2016

€40m estimate €35.7m (Phase 
1, including the 
mapping of all 
26 Priority Bays 
and 3 priority 
Offshore Areas)

Yes

Develop, imple-
ment, maintain 
and promote 
the use of the 
National Post-
code System 
“Eircode”.

10 year contract 
from December 
2013 

€38m Spend to De-
cember 2018 
€26.1m

No

14/02/2019WRN02800Departmental Funding

14/02/2019WRN02900220. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount spent on sustainable transport grants from 1 January to 31 December 2018; the way in 
which this amount matches against the amount available to his Department in 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7435/19]

14/02/2019WRN03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may 
be aware I have secured significant improved funding allocations over the period 2018-2021 
which will benefit both cyclists and walkers.

These improved allocations over this period include:

- €110 million specifically dedicated to cycling and walking infrastructure in our major 
urban areas;

- €135 million for sustainable urban transport measures; 

- €750 million approximately towards the BusConnects programme in Dublin which will 
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include the delivery of around 200 kilometres of segregated cycling lanes, where possible; and

- €53 million to support the development of new Greenways. 

As the Deputy can see from the above, these are all multi-annual capital infrastructure pro-
grammes and annual allocations will vary over the lifetime of the individual programmes, while 
drawdown requirements within a particular year may also vary depending on various issues 
such as specific progress on individual projects over the course of a particular year. 

I can inform the Deputy that figures currently available indicate the total expenditure out-
turn by my Department on sustainable transport measures that benefit walking and cycling in 
2018 were:

- €18.1 million spent specifically on cycling and walking infrastructure in our major urban 
areas; and

- €19.3 million spent on smarter travel and sustainable transport measures, which will ben-
efit both cyclists and walkers;

- €3.2m to support the development of Greenways.

Of course the Deputy is aware that these programmes do not represent the totality of Exche-
quer expenditure on cycling and walking, as funding is also available from other programmes, 
such as the NDP funds.

Funding under the programmes detailed above will increase again in 2019 with approxi-
mately €48 million being allocated across both cycling/walking and smarter travel/ sustainable 
transport, while €13m is allocated toward Greenways. As mentioned above, annual allocations 
may vary over the lifetime of the individual programmes, while drawdown requirements within 
a particular year may vary depending on the time of year and specific progress on individual 
projects.

14/02/2019WRN03100Employment Rights

14/02/2019WRN03200221. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason the 
joint declaration by Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherlands 
has not been supported regarding the social agenda in aviation towards socially responsible 
connectivity in view of precarious employment for aviation workers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7442/19]

14/02/2019WRN03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The success of the 
Single Aviation Market over the past 25 years clearly demonstrates that the innovative ap-
proaches that have been adopted by a number of EU airlines have led to significant growth in 
connectivity and reduction in air fares. It is vital that airlines are afforded the opportunity to 
employ different business and operational models, depending on the nature and scale of their 
operations and in response to consumer demand. Indeed, there is a growing trend towards hy-
brid business models which combine the advantages of the low cost model with elements of the 
more traditional legacy carrier model. 

Irish regulation of employment and social protection is in line with all EU regulations and 
there is a wide range of Irish and EU law governing employment rights generally, which also 
apply to employees in the aviation sector in Ireland. 

Issues that have been raised by a minority of EU Member States in the “Joint Declaration” 
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in relation to employment models in the Aviation sector are equally valid for other employment 
sectors far larger than aviation. In order to maintain the integrity of the wider EU Social dimen-
sion, the matters raised in the “Joint Declaration” should be addressed through Employment 
legislation at EU and Member State level, rather than at sectoral level.

In developing proposals in relation to these issues, the interests of consumers and all other 
aviation stakeholders should be carefully balanced.

14/02/2019WRN03400Military Aircraft Landings

14/02/2019WRN03500222. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if permission 
was sought for the transport of munitions of war on an aircraft (details supplied). [7458/19]

14/02/2019WRN03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): An exemption for the 
carriage of munitions of war under the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons 
and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 1973 and 1989, was sought and granted for this flight.

14/02/2019WRN03700Brexit Preparations

14/02/2019WRN03800223. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to plans to extend alternative routes for businesses in counties Cork 
and Kerry to prevent travel through the UK and instead provide direct routes to France by air or 
by sea; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7465/19]

14/02/2019WRN03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I am not aware of 
plans to extend alternative routes for businesses in Cork and Kerry nor am I aware of any plans 
to prevent travel through the UK.

However, given Ireland’s reliance on the UK as a landbridge for the transport of many of our 
exports and imports to and from continental markets, I am very concerned that in the context of 
Brexit this route may face congestion particularly at ports such as Dover and Calais. While such 
travel would not be prevented, it may become unviable for Irish businesses. 

The landbridge is currently our fastest maritime route to continental Europe and is relied 
upon by many Irish exporters and importers, particularly for the transport of time-sensitive 
products, such as those in the agri-food/perishable goods sector, just-in-time and high value 
goods. Delays or congestion on this route as a result of Brexit may result in Irish businesses 
opting to instead transport goods on direct maritime or air routes to France and indeed to many 
other countries, if those goods are suitable for transport on such routes. 

As the Deputy has referred specifically referred to direct routes to France, I wish to point out 
that I met my French counterpart, Minister Elisabeth Borne, on Brexit matters in Dublin on 23 
November 2018. At the meeting, I highlighted the importance of transport connectivity and Ire-
land’s concerns in relation to the continued use of the UK landbridge post Brexit. We discussed 
also the potential implications for ports both in Ireland and in France given the levels of trade 
that both of our countries have with the UK. Minister Borne shared many of my concerns and 
said that France, like Ireland, was preparing for all scenarios, including facilitation of EU and 
Irish traffic at Calais.  

However, I want to stress that the UK landbridge will remain a very important route for Irish 
businesses to access other markets. At official level, the Landbridge Project Group, chaired by 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and including officials from my own Department, 
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the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and others 
has been working closely with the European Commission and other affected Member States 
(France, Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark and Sweden) with a view to preparing 
EU ports to facilitate the transit of EU products through the UK once it becomes a third country 
through the use of EU rules on internal transit set out under the Union’s Custom Code.

A cross-departmental delegation of officials including from my Department also travelled to 
France in November of last year for meetings on Brexit preparedness. The need for French ports 
to facilitate the movement of Irish trucks transiting the UK was discussed. 

Irish officials also met with the European Commission for technical consultations on the 
landbridge in December 2018. 

The Government will continue to work with our French counterparts, other EU Member 
States and the European Commission in seeking to ensure that the landbridge can continue to 
be an effective route for our businesses trading with the rest of the EU Single Market.

Separately, a number of representatives from French ports have travelled to Ireland to meet 
with Irish port representatives on a number of occasions and most recently in January of this 
year. 

My Department has assessed the maritime capacity for direct sailings between Ireland and 
continental EU ports as a potential alternative route for trade currently using the landbridge.  
Based on consultations with the shipping sector and wider, the preliminary assessment is that 
sufficient capacity will be available on direct routes to continental ports from end March 2019 
and businesses throughout Ireland will be able to choose to transport goods on these routes. 
Furthermore, shipping services are market driven and ferry operators have in the past responded 
to economic developments and increased or decreased capacity in response to these develop-
ments.

There have already been responses from the shipping Companies. CLdN launched a new 
234m Ro-Ro freight ferry, the M.V. Celine, with a capacity of 8,000 lane metres on the Rot-
terdam-Zeebrugge-Dublin route in October 2017.  The Port of Cork saw the addition of a new 
route in May 2018 with Brittany Ferries’ commencing the service to Santander and Roscoff 
with the Connemara. Irish Ferries is deploying its new cruise ferry the W B Yeats on the Dublin-
Cherbourg route. The Company has also ordered a second larger ship at the cost of €165m for 
delivery in 2020 which will further increase its freight capacity.

In relation to air routes, there is existing airfreight capacity from Ireland to other (non-UK) 
markets, although this means of transport is significantly more costly than transporting goods 
by sea. Airfreight tends to be used for the transport of high value, low volume goods.

14/02/2019WRN04000Brexit Preparations

14/02/2019WRN04100224. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he has 
undertaken a review of alternative routes other than from Dublin and Rosslare for businesses 
to enter the EU market directly in the event of there being a hard Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7467/19]

14/02/2019WRN04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Dublin and Rosslare 
ports handle almost all of Ireland’s Roll-on / Roll-Off (“RoRo”) traffic destined for the UK 
market or using the UK landbridge.  As such these ports, and shipping services from these ports, 
will remain of crucial importance to Ireland in the event of a hard Brexit.    
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My Department has examined the maritime capacity for direct sailings between Ireland and 
continental EU ports as a potential alternative route for trade currently using the Landbridge.  
Based on consultations with the shipping sector and wider, the preliminary assessment is that 
sufficient capacity will be available on direct routes to continental ports from end March 2019. 

My Department has also established that there is capacity in ports other than Dublin and 
Rosslare that could be of some assistance in the event of a hard Brexit.  The main spare capacity 
available in 2019 is in relation to Lift-on/ Lift -off (LO-LO), in particular at the ports of Water-
ford, Shannon Foynes, and Cork, and for bulk, rather than in respect of Roll-on / Roll-off traffic.  
However, shipping services are market driven and I believe that ferry operators will respond to 
economic developments and increase or decrease capacity from particular ports in response to 
market developments.  There have already been responses from the shipping companies add-
ing additional freight capacity on direct sailings to the continent, for example, the Port of Cork 
saw the addition of a new route in May 2018 with Brittany Ferries’ commencing the service to 
Santander and Roscoff with the Connemara, whose capacity is 27,414 GT.

14/02/2019WRN04300Road Toll Data

14/02/2019WRN04400225. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
income and costs associated with the barrier-free tolling on the M50; the number of vehicles 
passing the tolling point in each of the past five years by vehicle type; and the number evading 
the toll. [7497/19]

14/02/2019WRN04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The 
planning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national roads are a matter 
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the 
relevant local authority. 

More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and 
local roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are 
vested in TII for national roads under Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000 and the Roads Act 2007). 

Noting the above, I am referring the question to TII for direct reply within 10 working days.  
Please inform my private office if you do not receive the information.

14/02/2019WRN04600Road Safety

14/02/2019WRN04700226. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans and timescale for implementing variable speed limits on the M50. [7498/19]

14/02/2019WRN04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and operation 
of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in relation to local and regional 
roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned, in relation to national roads.

However, with regard to the issue of the implementation of Variable Speed Limits (VSL) on 
motorways,  I can advise that my Department is progressing the legislative arrangements that 
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will provide TII with the necessary powers to regulate and operate VSL on motorways.  The 
legislation is included in the Road Traffic (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill, which is currently 
under consideration by the Government.   Given the importance and priority status of the Gov-
ernment’s Brexit legislation, it is not possible to confirm a specific date for the finalisation of 
this legislation, at this time.  In the meantime I am advised that, in order  to progress this impor-
tant measure, TII is extending the motorway traffic control centre at Dublin Tunnel to cater for 
the additional workload from the introduction of VSL and is currently procuring the manage-
ment systems and hardware for the operation and roll-out of VSL for the M50.  All the prepa-
ratory technical and logistical frameworks will need to be in place, by TII, before VSL can be 
introduced and become operational and as I have outlined, this work is on-going.  It is expected 
that the enabling works which TII is undertaking will be completed in late 2019 or early 2020.

14/02/2019WRO00200Road Network

14/02/2019WRO00300227. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
rationale for adding an extra lane to the M3-N3 between Clonee and the M50 in view of the 
resultant increase in traffic this would generate on the M50. [7499/19]

14/02/2019WRO00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

14/02/2019WRO00500Public Transport Data

14/02/2019WRO00600228. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of payments made from the green public transport fund. [7500/19]

14/02/2019WRO00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Green Public 
Transport Fund was established by my Department in 2017 to support the uptake of low car-
bon, energy efficient technologies within the public transport sector. The fund was envisaged 
to support the piloting and uptake of energy-efficient and alternatively fuelled technologies 
for Public Service Obligation (PSO) operations within the bus fleet and small public service 
vehicle (SPSV) sector, as well as bridging the price differential between such technologies and 
conventionally fuelled vehicles.

The role of the Green Public Transport Fund has, however, evolved in line with new policy 
commitments  and increased ambition. Under Project Ireland 2040 the Government has com-
mitted that from July 2019 onwards we will no longer buy diesel-only buses for the urban 
public bus fleet. In order to prepare for the implementation of this, the Fund is being deployed 
to undertake an up-to-date and comprehensive set of vehicle trials to help further inform pur-
chasing decisions for new buses over the coming years.

The trials commenced in December 2018, and the fuels and technologies being tested in-
clude full electric, diesel-electric hybrids, hydrogen and compressed natural gas. The trials will 
assess CO2 emissions, impact on air quality and the contribution potential towards sectoral 
renewable energy targets, as well as costs, vehicle availability and operational/infrastructural 
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requirements. The trials are ongoing in Dublin and Cork, and it is expected that they will end 
in April 2019.

The Fund has also been used to support the transition of the national SPSV fleet to alterna-
tive technologies through the establishment of a new Electric Vehicle SPSV Grant Scheme. 
Under this Scheme, which was launched in April 2018 and is administered by the National 
Transport Authority on behalf of my Department, a grant of up to €7,000 or €3,500 towards the 
purchase of a battery electric vehicle or plug-in hybrid electric vehicle respectively is available 
for vehicles in the taxi/hackney/limousine sector. By the end of December 2018, almost 50 
vehicles had received this grant.

In 2018, €252,117 was drawn down from the Green Public Transport Fund for the eSPSV 
Grant Scheme, while €166,298 was spent on the Low Emission Bus Trials – a total spend 
of €418,415. The increased take-up under the eSPSV Grant Scheme as more suitable vehicle 
models came on the market and the scheme became better known in the later months of 2018, 
coupled with expected funding requirements of the Low Emission Bus Trials, means that a 
higher draw-down from the Green Public Transport Fund is expected this year.  To date in 2019 
€80,785 has been drawn down from the Fund.

14/02/2019WRO00800Pension Fund Data

14/02/2019WRO00900229. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
value and asset spread of the CIÉ pension fund; and if it is adequate to cater for the demands 
placed on it. [7501/19]

14/02/2019WRO01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Issues in relation to 
Córas Iompair Éireann (CIÉ) pension schemes are primarily a matter for the trustees of the 
pension schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees.  Therefore, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to CIÉ for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

14/02/2019WRO01100Dublin Bus Fleet

14/02/2019WRO01200230. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
average age of the Dublin Bus fleet in each of the past five years. [7502/19]

14/02/2019WRO01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure , including procurement of the PSO 
bus fleet. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

14/02/2019WRO01400Bus Éireann Fleet

14/02/2019WRO01500231. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to purchase fully electric public transport vehicles in 2019. [7503/19]
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14/02/2019WRO01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy is aware 
that Project Ireland 2040 commits to ending the purchase of diesel-only buses from July 2019 
for all our urban bus fleets. This is an important commitment and one which we all are looking 
forward to commencing as part of this year’s PSO bus purchase programme by the National 
Transport Authority (NTA).

In support of that change a comprehensive series of low-emission bus trials is currently un-
derway in Dublin and Cork, funded through my Department’s Green Public Transport Fund and 
with support from multiple agencies including the NTA, Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann. 

It is expected that the trials will conclude in April 2019; a final report will be produced 
which will further inform the best lower-emission option - or options - for our PSO services in 
the GDA and in the regional cities in the years ahead. 

In addition to this, a number of double-deck diesel-electric hybrid buses will shortly be 
delivered to Dublin Bus for a trial which will allow for a comparison of various manufacturers’ 
offerings. 

Complementing these trials, the NTA will soon commence a tender process for the purchase 
of diesel-electric hybrid buses as part of next year’s bus purchase programme.  This new con-
tract will be in place during the second half of this year but the exact date of delivery of the 
new hybrid vehicles will only be confirmed subsequent to the appointment of the successful 
tenderer.  

14/02/2019WRO01700Traffic Regulations Implementation

14/02/2019WRO01800232. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to legislate or regulate for the use of cameras by local authorities, An Garda Síochána or 
others in enforcing traffic regulations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7504/19]

14/02/2019WRO01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Section 31 of the 
Road Traffic Act 2004 empowers road authorities, with the consent of the Garda Commissioner 
or at his or her request, to provide and maintain any equipment or structure which the authority 
consider desirable for the detection of offence under the Road Traffic Acts. Furthermore, sec-
tion 81 of the Act of 2010 provides that evidence from the use of electronic or other apparatus, 
including cameras, may be used, in prosecutions, as prima facia proof of a constituent of an 
offence under sections 47, 52, 53, 55, 91, 93 or 94 of the Road Traffic Act 1961, section 35 of 
the Road Traffic Act 1994 or section 38 of the Railway Safety Act 2005.

14/02/2019WRO02000Air Accident Investigations

14/02/2019WRO02100233. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 556 of 20 November 2018, if the draft air accident report into Rescue 
116 has been completed and circulated for comment; if the process has been completed; if not, 
when it will be completed; and when he expects the report to be published. [7543/19]

14/02/2019WRO02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As per International 
Convention, EU Regulation and domestic Law relating to accident investigation, it is required 
that, if the final report into an air accident investigation cannot be made public within 12 months, 
the safety investigation authority (SIA) shall release an interim statement at least at each an-
niversary of the accident or serious incident, detailing the progress of the investigation and any 
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safety issued raised. As stated in response to Parliamentary Question No. 556 of 20 November 
2018, a Interim Report (2018-004) into the tragic fatal accident of Rescue 116 was issued by the 
Air Accident Investigation Unit (AAIU) of my Department on 16 March 2018. On information 
provided by the Chief Inspector of Air Accidents, I can tell the house that at this time a draft air 
accident investigation report into Rescue 116 has not been completed or circulated. However, 
a second Interim Report will be issued by the AAIU just prior to the second anniversary of the 
accident (14 March 2017) outlining the current status of the investigation and progress made 
to date.

14/02/2019WRO02300Air Accident Investigations

14/02/2019WRO02400234. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views 
regarding the manner in which the national search and rescue, SAR, framework operated in the 
search for Rescue 116; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7545/19]

14/02/2019WRO02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National SAR 
Framework is a document which sets out various roles and responsibilities of the various enti-
ties involved in Maritime and Aeronautical Search and Rescue in Ireland, many of whom were 
involved at an operational level in the search for R116. I am not aware of any concerns arising 
from the manner in which that search was conducted that would be relevant to the National 
SAR Framework document. 

The Air Accident Investigation Unit’s investigation into the causes of the accident continues 
and it is vital that they are given the time and space to complete their work. Their interim state-
ment last March called for a review of oversight of Search and Rescue (SAR) aviation opera-
tions in Ireland. This was completed last September by independent international expertise (the 
AQE Report). A key recommendation in that report was to undertake a major review of the SAR 
Framework document. This is currently underway under the independent Chairmanship of Sir 
Alan Massey, ex CEO of the UK’s Maritime and Coastguard Agency.  As the AQE Report ex-
plains, search and rescue oversight and regulation is a complex matter, and international regula-
tion is still endeavouring to keep pace with practice on the ground. However in implementing 
its recommendations, and, particularly, this major review of the SAR Framework document, 
Ireland has an opportunity to make meaningful improvement to our current oversight struc-
tures, and in doing so set a benchmark for other jurisdictions.

14/02/2019WRO02600Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRO02700235. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
capital expenditure for the calendar year 2018 from January to December, excluding expendi-
ture by Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the heading of B3 - Road Improvement, Mainte-
nance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7553/19]

14/02/2019WRO02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): During 2018 my De-
partment invested in Economic and Social infrastructure throughout the entire country. This 
saw investment across six programmes: Aviation, Road transport (both national and regional 
roads), Public Transport, Maritime services, supporting Sport and promoting Tourism. The pro-
visional Outturn for 2018 shows that total Capital Investment during 2018 was €1,331m and 
that the provisional current expenditure was €738m.

Investment in the roads programme under Subhead B3 is divided into both capital and cur-
rent investment. 
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Capital investment under B.3 relating to road construction and improvement for 2018, is set 
out as follows:

B.3.1 Construction of National Roads (€312m) 

B.3.4 PPP related Payments (€122m)

B.3.5.2 Regional and Local Roads Improvement (€381m)

Current investment under B.3 relating to roads maintenance is set out as follows:

B.3.2 TII National Roads Maintenance (€34.5m)

B.3.5.1 Regional and Local Roads Maintenance (€51.3m) 

Therefore, excluding expenditure under Subhead B3 would mean that our investment dur-
ing 2018 on our other priority programmes saw levels of Capital Investment of €516m and 
current expenditure of €652m. 

14/02/2019WRO02900Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRO03000236. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a com-
pany (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7569/19]

14/02/2019WRO03100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Details of all con-
tracts and expenditure on external services is published on my Department’s website at the fol-
lowing link: http://www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services

The data is published on a six monthly basis. The second half of 2018 (July - December) is 
currently being compiled and will be published in the coming weeks.  Details for the first half 
of 2019 (January - June) will be published in quarter three of 2019.

14/02/2019WRO03200Bus Services

14/02/2019WRO03300237. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
landscape architects have worked on the BusConnects core bus corridor designs. [7586/19]

14/02/2019WRO03400238. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of trees to be planted in each of the BusConnects core bus corridor designs. [7587/19]

14/02/2019WRO03500239. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
public seating proposed for each of the BusConnects core bus corridor designs. [7588/19]

14/02/2019WRO03600240. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
rain gardens or other sustainable urban drainage elements proposed for each of the BusCon-
nects core bus corridor designs. [7589/19]

14/02/2019WRO03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 237 to 240, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
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responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area, including the BusConnects programme.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

14/02/2019WRO04100Road Projects Status

14/02/2019WRO04200241. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 928 to 930, inclusive, and 936 of 15 January 2019, if TII has 
indicated when the data requested will be collated. [7626/19]

14/02/2019WRO04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As previously stated 
to the Deputy, under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) is a statu-
tory body responsible for the planning, design and construction of national roads in conjunction 
with the relevant local authorities. 

However, I have made enquires to TII on your behalf and I understand from TII that a com-
plete reply to Parliamentary Question No. 936 was issued on the 24 January 2019, and a reply 
to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 928-930 issued on 7 February 2019. 

14/02/2019WRO04400Bus Éireann Fleet

14/02/2019WRO04500242. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
improved buses will be provided in a depot (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7630/19]

14/02/2019WRO04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure , including procurement of the PSO 
bus fleet. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

14/02/2019WRP00200Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRP00300243. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
capital projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; the 
final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review in 
tabular form. [7855/19]

14/02/2019WRP00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and funding in relation to public 
transport, the national roads programme and sports planning and development.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
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development of public transport infrastructure, including procurement of same.

My Department allocates the national roads programme capital budget to Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII) to deliver the programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the plan-
ning, design and operation of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.

Sport Ireland has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of the National 
Sports Campus.  

Noting the responsibility of the NTA, TII and Sport Ireland in this matter, I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the agencies for direct reply. Please contact my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 working days. 

14/02/2019WRP00500Detention Centres Staff

14/02/2019WRP00600244. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Questions Nos. 189 and 190 of 6 February 2019, the reason there is a large gap 
between the number of assaults on staff recorded at Oberstown Children Detention Campus in 
2018 and the number of injuries sustained by staff at the centre in the same year in view of 25 
recorded assaults and 103 injuries. [7447/19]

14/02/2019WRP00700245. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 189 of 6 February 2019, the number of staff that were assaulted at 
Oberstown Children Detention Campus in 2018. [7448/19]

14/02/2019WRP00800246. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
assaults on staff at Oberstown Children Detention Campus in each of the years 2016 and 2017; 
and the number of staff assaulted in each of those years. [7449/19]

14/02/2019WRP00900248. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 557 of 6 February 2019, if assaults with improvised weapons, such 
as, for example, with a piece of glass or broken crockery, are counted by Oberstown Children 
Detention Campus as assaults with weapons; and the definition of weapon used by the campus 
for the purposes of record keeping. [7451/19]

14/02/2019WRP01000252. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 189 of 6 February 2019, the number of the 18 assaults recorded in 
2018 at Oberstown Children Detention Campus after which the staff member involved did not 
take leave that were assaults on probationer staff; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7466/19]

14/02/2019WRP01100253. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Questions Nos. 189 and 190 of 6 February 2019, the reason there is a large gap 
between the number of assaults on staff recorded at Oberstown Children Detention Campus in 
2018 and the number of injuries sustained by staff at the centre in the same year in view of 25 
recorded assaults and 103 injuries. [7652/19]

14/02/2019WRP01200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 244 to 246, inclusive, 248, 252 and 253 together.

I am advised by Oberstown Children Detention Campus that there were 103 incidents of 
injuries to staff in 2018, 25 of which related to assaults on staff. I am advised by Oberstown 
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that the other 78 incidents of injuries to staff consisted of injuries sustained during a restraint, 
approved sporting activities and environmental injuries.

In relation to the number of staff assaulted in the years 2016-2018, please see below:

2016 2017 2018
40 assaults on 35 staff 41 assaults on 38 staff 25 assaults on 20 staff
In relation to PQ number 189 of February 6th, 2019, I am also advised that of the 18 inci-

dents of assault that resulted in no lost days in 2018, 3 staff members involved in these incidents 
were on probation.

For the purpose of record keeping, a weapon is defined by Oberstown as any implement or 
item that potentially can be used to cause harm or injury to a staff member or young person and 
are recorded as assaults with weapons.

14/02/2019WRP01500Detention Centres Staff

14/02/2019WRP01600247. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
staff on sick leave at Oberstown Children Detention Campus for more than one, three and six 
months and more than a year in each of the years 2016 to 2018. [7450/19]

14/02/2019WRP01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised by 
Oberstown Children Detention Campus that the information on staff sick leave requested by 
the Deputy is as set out below:

 2016 2017 2018
Between 1 and 3 
months

24 20 24

Between 3 and 6 
months

12 7 6

Between 6 and 12 
months

2 7 5

12 months or more 4 9 9
Please note these figures are for periods of continuous absence.

Question No. 248 answered with Question No. 244.

14/02/2019WRP01900Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRP02000249. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ex-
penditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to her Department by a company 
(details supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7556/19]

14/02/2019WRP02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has no records of any expenditure being paid to this company from 2015 to date.

14/02/2019WRP02200Early Childhood Care and Education
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14/02/2019WRP02300250. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an ad-
ditional year will be granted under the early childhood care and education scheme to a child 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7650/19]

14/02/2019WRP02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It should be not-
ed that the Early Childhood Care and Education programme (ECCE) is a two year pre-school 
programme. There is no routine provision for a third year which may not be in the best interests 
of a child and may lead to breaching the statutory school starting age.

Overage exemptions were introduced at the onset of the ECCE programme in 2010.  At that 
time ECCE operated for a 38 week period, or one programme year.  For some children with 
special/additional needs, attending preschool five days a week was not feasible so, therefore, an 
allowance was made. Their ECCE place was split over two years, e.g. a child may have availed 
of three days ECCE provision in year one and two days in year two. In order to facilitate this, 
in the cases where the child would have been overage for ECCE in the latter year, an overage 
exemption was granted. 

It is important to note that this provision of an overage exemption by my Department for the 
ECCE programme was never intended as a mechanism to delay a child’s entry to primary edu-
cation or to address any issue of non-availability of a school place. In the past, the operation of 
the system of overage exemption has caused confusion where some parents and providers have 
incorrectly believed that an overage exemption approval from the DCYA represented a deroga-
tion from age requirements attaching to the statutory requirement that a child attend primary 
school before the age of 6 years.

The overage exemption process has recently been the subject of a consultation process and 
a report was produced by the National Disability Authority (NDA). Officials from my Depart-
ment are now considering policy options following on from this report. The new policy will 
consider the future of the system of exemptions and how best to support parents and children in 
the important transition from pre-school to primary school. A key finding of this report, which 
will be published in the near future, is that generally it is in children’s best interest to enrol in 
primary school with their peers and to transition to becoming a teenager with their peers. It is 
worth stressing that the only rationale underpinning these considerations is what is in the best 
interests of the child. 

The report also seeks to ensure that schools offer all the assistance necessary to meet the 
child’s needs, with the assistance of the National Council for Special Education (NCSE). 

As regards the specific case you have raised, I would stress that each application for an ex-
emption is considered on its own merits and never in the context of the outcome of any other 
case. In this instance, the application was declined on the basis that the full two year ECCE 
entitlement had already been availed of and with regard to the fact that the child named would 
be over age 6 years starting school. 

We will be happy to assist the family, if requested, to make contact with the NCSE to en-
sure that adequate preparations are in place for the child to start school in September 2019. The 
family should make immediate contact with their local school to make sure it has appropriate 
arrangements in place to support this child from September 2019.

14/02/2019WRP02500Child Detention Centres

14/02/2019WRP02600251. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if Oberstown 
Children Detention Campus has an assault leave policy; and if so, if a copy of same will be 
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provided. [7464/19]

14/02/2019WRP02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised by 
Oberstown Children Detention Campus that it has an assault and injury leave scheme. I have 
requested Oberstown to forward a copy to the Deputy.

Questions Nos. 252 and 253 answered with Question No. 244.

14/02/2019WRP03000Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRP03100254. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
capital projects completed by her Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; the 
final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post review in 
tabular form. [7844/19]

14/02/2019WRP03200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is nor readily available in the format requested. Officials from my 
Department are currently compiling the information and a further response will issue as soon 
as possible. 

14/02/2019WRP03300Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRP03400255. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department by a 
company (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7568/19]

14/02/2019WRP03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment was established on 19 July 2017. Since that time I can confirm that my Department has not 
contracted consultants or audit services from the firm in question, and therefore does not have 
expenditure to report in relation to such services.

14/02/2019WRP03600Local Improvement Scheme Data

14/02/2019WRP03700256. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
amount allocated to each local authority under the local improvement schemes scheme in each 
year since 2016; the amount expended by each local authority at the end of each such year to 
date in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7625/19]

14/02/2019WRP03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, there was no dedicated funding for the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) for 
a number of years due to constraints on public expenditure.  However, I was very conscious of 
the underlying demand for the scheme in rural areas throughout the country and therefore I re-
introduced the scheme in September 2017. In 2017, I allocated a total of €17.5 million to Local 
Authorities for LIS roads, and in 2018, I allocated over €20 million for these projects.

I launched the 2019 LIS on 7th February and allocated an indicative sum of €10 million to 
Local Authorities under the scheme.

The table below outlines allocations and payments made to date since the re-launch of the 
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scheme in 2017, broken down by Local Authority.  Final figures in respect of 2018 expenditure 
will not be available until all payment claims have been submitted to my Department by the 
Local Authorities.    

LIS Allocations and Payments by Local Authority
County Total Allocation 

2017
Total Allocation 
2018

Total Allocation 
2019

Total Paid in 
2017

Total Paid in 
2018

Carlow €440,460 €528,279 €250,000 €440,460.00 €410,597.40
Cavan €335,080 €636,680 €269,254 €335,080.00 €500,008.00
Clare €866,774 €1,038,844 €480,811 €866,744.00 €807,814.40
Cork €1,151,985 €1,700,000 €900,000 €1,055,313.51 €1,174,636.00
Donegal €3,384,000 €1,792,516 €677,456 €3,061,655.45 €1,360,232.15
Galway €1,368,651 €1,942,000 €856,959 €1,368,651.00 €1,542,000.00
Kerry €995,578 €1,209,990 €669,930 €980,225.97 €1,011,739.41
Kildare €0 €329,590 €250,000 €0 €297,753.60
Kilkenny €605,565 €679,683 €288,905 €598,079.00 €533,809.80
Laois €812,270 €568,255 €250,000 €756,789.91 €440,352.05
Leitrim €487,947 €550,120 €250,000 €487,947.00 €430,072.00
Limerick €544,861 €684,349 €384,092 €544,861.00 €575,009.40
Longford €302,443 €472,217 €250,000 €302,443.00 €382,349.86
Louth €250,000 €250,000 €250,000 €249,999.75 €249,984.00
Mayo €1,272,974 €1,843,235 €778,496 €1,272,974.00 €1,447,941.00
Meath €474,290 €773,404 €326,394 €470,870.00 €607,642.40
Monaghan   €366,312 €540,841 €250,000 €349,040.00 €424,504.60
Offaly €676,155 €644,654 €278,871 €676,155.00 €502,930.40
Roscommon €421,258 €820,968 €355,104 €421,258.00 €639,661.80
Sligo €496,158 €606,870 €256,154 €496,155.48 €476,922.40
Tipperary €246,900 €794,400 €599,969 €244,329.00 €688,518.26
Waterford €718,689 €607,047 €258,802 €660,825.00 €477,028.20
Westmeath €516,324 €607,224 €256,433 €516,324.00 €477,134.40
Wexford €494,493 €511,410 €329,878 €494,493.00 €417,211.00
Wicklow €310,000 €668,135 €282,494 €310,000.00 €524,881.00
TOTAL €17,593,167 €20,800,711 €10,000,002 €16,960,673.07 €16,400,733.53

14/02/2019WRP03900Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRP04000257. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the capital projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value of 
same; the final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post 
review in tabular form. [7854/19]

14/02/2019WRP04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development has not directly undertaken any capital projects 
since its establishment in July 2017. 

The capital funding available to the Department is utilised at programme level to support lo-
cal authorities and others in the delivery of individual capital projects. To date, such programmes 
include the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, 
CLÁR, Community Enhancement Programme, Libraries Capital Investment Programme, and 
the LEADER Programme. The projects involved are small in nature, and there are no capital 
projects funded under these schemes with a cost of €10 million or greater. 
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14/02/2019WRP04200One-Parent Family Payment Eligibility

14/02/2019WRP04300258. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a person (details supplied) will be permitted to collect the one-parent family payment on 
behalf of that person’s child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7419/19]

14/02/2019WRP04400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) is a payment for men and women under 66 who are bring-
ing children up without the support of a partner. To get this payment it is necessary to meet 
certain conditions and to satisfy a means test.

An applicant for one-parent family payment must be the parent, step-parent, adoptive parent 
or legal guardian of at least one relevant child, who normally resides with him/her.  

In this instance, the person concerned has applied for legal guardianship of the children but 
is not yet their legal guardian and whilst a decision on this application is pending, is receiving 
weekly Supplementary Welfare Allowance for themselves and the qualified children. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy

14/02/2019WRQ00200Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRQ00300259. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to her Department 
by a company (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7561/19]

14/02/2019WRQ00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
procurement of external consultancy services is essential to support my Department in provid-
ing high quality service to the public in a cost effective and efficient manner. 

The Department is engaged in a number of service delivery modernisation and transforma-
tion programmes involving business process, organisational and technological change.  These 
programmes are supported by the procurement of separate external development services (IT 
external service provision) as well as engagement of external consultants to provide strategic 
technical advice and audit services.

Consultants are engaged for a fixed period following procurement exercises conducted in 
accordance with Department procedures that are compliant with EU and national legislation 
and with guidelines set down by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

A breakdown of annual expenditure on consultancy, including audit services, and IT ex-
ternal service provision, and a list of purchase orders for €20,000 and above, is available on 
the Department’s website at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Procurement-Policy.aspx.  Under 
the FOI publication scheme and with effect from January 2016, the Department also publishes 
details of public contracts awarded over €25k at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Procurement-
Contracts-Awarded.aspx.  

All consultancy and audit services in my Department are paid from the consultancy budget 
(A2(vii)subhead).  There were no contracts awarded for consultancy or audit services to the 
company, detailed in the question by the Deputy, from 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019.  
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14/02/2019WRQ00500Invalidity Pension Appeals

14/02/2019WRQ00600260. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7570/19]

14/02/2019WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.  

A claim for IP was received from the person concerned on 24 September 2018.  This ap-
plication was disallowed on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme were 
not satisfied. He was notified on 20 November 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of 
his right of review and appeal. 

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted further evidence in 
support of his request. Following a review of all the information available the deciding officer 
is satisfied that the conditions for the scheme are satisfied.

The gentleman referred to has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 27 Septem-
ber 2018.  Payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 28 February 2019.  Any arrears 
due from 27 September 2018 to 27 February 2019 will issue as soon as possible.  The gentle-
man in question was notified of this decision on 13 February 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRQ00800Carer’s Allowance Applications

14/02/2019WRQ00900261. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an application for a carer’s benefit by a person (details supplied) will be expedited. 
[7576/19]

14/02/2019WRQ01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care 
for a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. An increased payment can be made 
where full-time care is being provided to two people. 

I confirm that my department received an application for CARB from the person concerned 
on the 3 January 2019.  

The application is currently being processed and once complete, the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRQ01100Working Family Payment Applications

14/02/2019WRQ01200262. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when an application for working family payment will be determined in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7610/19]
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14/02/2019WRQ01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 28 January 2019.

The person concerned has been awarded WFP with effect from 10 January 2019 to 08 Janu-
ary 2020.

The first weekly payment will issue to their nominated bank account on 14 February 2019 
and any arrears owing will issue shortly.

The person concerned was notified on 12 February 2019 of this decision and of their right 
of review and appeal. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

14/02/2019WRQ01400Disability Allowance Applications

14/02/2019WRQ01500263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a disability allowance will be awarded in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7611/19]

14/02/2019WRQ01600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Disability allowance (DA) is a weekly allowance paid to people 
with a specified disability who are aged over 16 and under 66. The disability must be expected 
to last for at least one year and the allowance is subject to a medical assessment, a means test 
and a habitual residency test. 

A completed application form for DA must be submitted to the Department in order for a 
decision made on entitlement. To date no application for DA has been received from the person 
concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRQ01700Jobseeker’s Payments

14/02/2019WRQ01800264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the procedure for dealing with means-tested jobseeker’s payments in cases in which 
the jobseeker obtains a single day’s work in a six-month period; if all or part of the person’s 
payment in respect of employment becomes deductible from the person’s social welfare entitle-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7612/19]

14/02/2019WRQ01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department’s main social welfare supports for people who are unemployed are the jobseeker’s 
allowance and the jobseekers benefit schemes which provide income support for people who 
have lost work and are unable to find alternative full time employment.  The 2019 Estimates for 
my Department provide for expenditure this year on the jobseeker’s schemes of €1.95 billion.

Social insurance benefits including jobseeker’s benefit are not means tested payments but 
rather payments which are covered by PRSI contributions.  In any single jobseeker benefit pay-
ment week, the number of the days for which benefit is paid plus the number of days worked 
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cannot exceed five.  Where a person is in receipt of a jobseekers benefit payment and obtain a 
single day’s employment they lose a days payment for the day they work.

Jobseeker’s allowance is a means tested social assistance scheme.  Where a person or their 
spouse/partner has earnings from insurable employment, their earnings less PRSI contribu-
tions, pension contributions and trade union subscriptions are assessed as means.  A disregard 
of €20 per day is applied, which can cover associated costs, to the earnings for each day worked 
subject to a maximum of €60 per week (3 days) and the balance of the employment income is 
assessed at 60%.  In any single jobseeker allowance payment week where a person has a single 
day of employment the disregard of €20 for that day is applied and the balance of that day’s 
earnings are assessed at 60%.  This amount is then deducted from that weeks payment.

Both schemes are based on a day of employment or unemployment as the case may be.  This 
days based system can provide significant income supports to jobseekers who are part-time 
workers or casually employed.  For instance an individual can earn a little over €20,190 per 
year and still retain a small jobseekers allowance payment, while the equivalent threshold for 
an individual with a qualified adult is almost €34,700 if they are both working.

It is recognised that a changing labour market has resulted in a move away from the more 
traditional work patterns, resulting in an increase in the number of persons employed for less 
than a full week.  This is an important policy issue for the Department which is kept under re-
view in a budgetary context.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

14/02/2019WRQ02000Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

14/02/2019WRQ02100265. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the extent to which arrears of disability allowance or jobseeker’s allowance remain 
outstanding in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7613/19]

14/02/2019WRQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned made an application for Jobseekers Allow-
ance (JSA) on the 01st February 2019 and this claim is being processed by my Department.  
The person concerned has been advised of outstanding documentation & the need to attend the 
Branch Office in Maynooth to complete the application process.

Attempts to contact the person concerned by a Community Welfare Officer (CWO) have 
been unsuccessful, and if the Deputy is in contact with the person concerned they should be 
advised to contact their local CWO.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRQ02300Invalidity Pension Applications

14/02/2019WRQ02400266. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an invalidity pension payment has been approved or is under consideration in the 
case of a person (details supplied); if an appeal against the previous decision will be facilitated; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7614/19]

14/02/2019WRQ02500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the lady referred to on 11 May 2018.  Her ap-
plication was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not 
satisfied.  She was notified on 05 February 2019 of this decision, the reasons for it and of her 
right of review and appeal.   

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy. 

14/02/2019WRQ02600Parental Leave

14/02/2019WRQ02700267. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the date parents will be entitled to take two weeks’ additional paid parental leave; the persons 
that will access same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7634/19]

14/02/2019WRQ02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
Budget 2019 I announced the introduction of a new social insurance based paid parental benefit 
scheme which will provide two weeks paid leave to both parents.  

The new scheme will be available to parents including those who adopt a child, who are 
employees or self-employed and who have the required number of PRSI contributions.  This 
new scheme of parental benefit will support parents during the first year of the child’s life and 
allows parents more flexibility in achieving and managing a work life balance.

The two weeks parental benefit available to both parents will not be shared and cannot be 
transferred between parents.  This recognises that the provision of paid parental leave will be 
more effective and appropriate in terms of encouraging both fathers and mothers to take time 
off work to take care of their children.

The scheme will commence in late 2019 and will be available to parents in respect of chil-
dren born on or after the date of its implementation.  The specific details of the scheme are be-
ing examined as part of the legislative drafting process undertaken by my Department and the 
Department of Justice and Equality, which has overall responsibility for parental leave policy.

I trust this clarifies the matter at this time. 

14/02/2019WRQ02900Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRQ03000268. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the capital projects completed by her Department since 2011; the initial contract 
value of same; the final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an 
ex post review in tabular form. [7849/19]

14/02/2019WRQ03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
understand the Deputy is seeking information on projects with spend in excess of €10 million 
since 2011.

The capital allocation for my Department is primarily used to deliver IT modernisation and 
carry out refurbishments on the Department’s buildings.  There have been no capital projects 
with spend in excess of €10 million since 2011.
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14/02/2019WRQ03200Local Authority Housing Data

14/02/2019WRQ03300269. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the details of the overcrowding and underoccupancy of local authority housing 
stock nationally; and the breakdown of local authority housing stock by number of bedrooms 
and occupancy in terms of number of residents in tabular form. [7444/19]

14/02/2019WRQ03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The oversight and management of local authority housing stock and the allocation of social 
housing support to qualified households is a matter for the relevant local authority concerned, 
in accordance with its allocation scheme made in accordance with section 22 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Regulations.

My Department does not hold information of the type requested by the Deputy.

14/02/2019WRQ03500Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists

14/02/2019WRQ03600270. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to put in place a joint housing list for the four Dublin local authorities. 
[7445/19]

14/02/2019WRQ03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The oversight and management of housing waiting lists, including the allocation and transfer 
of tenancies, is a matter for the relevant local authority in accordance with the Housing (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, and associated regulations.   I have no plans to change this 
position.

A household may apply for support to one housing authority only, which may be the author-
ity for the area in which the household normally resides or with which it has a local connection, 
or the authority that agrees, at its discretion, to assess the household for support.

It should be noted that a household meeting either the residence or local connection condi-
tion may specify up to three areas of choice for receipt of support in the areas of all housing 
authorities in the county and city concerned and, if qualified, will be entered on the housing 
waiting list of each of those housing authorities.  Accordingly, under existing arrangements, 
a household that applies to Dublin City Council can, if qualified for support and should they 
choose to do so, be entered on the waiting list of three of the four housing authorities in Dublin 
city and county.

14/02/2019WRQ03800Local Authority Funding

14/02/2019WRQ03900271. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the specific way in which population changes are factored into the determination of 
local authority funding baselines for the purposes of the distribution of the local property tax to 
local authorities; the census data upon which the assessment model for baselines is based; if the 
baseline figures being used date back primarily to an assessment in 2005 and that assessment in 
turn was based on population data from the 1996 census and has not been substantially revised 
since; if a significant adjustment has been made to funding baselines as a result of population 
increases since 1996; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7492/19]

14/02/2019WRQ04000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
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(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Local authorities’ cost and income bases vary significantly from 
one another as a result of their size, population, public service demands, infrastructure and 
income sources. It is clear that there are significant variances in their abilities to raise revenue 
locally and they therefore require appropriate levels of financial support.  

The Needs and Resources Model was developed in 2000 to assist in the determination of a 
portion of the allocation of General Purpose Grants (GPGs) to local authorities from the Local 
Government Fund (LGF). The aim of the model was to bring about equalisation between local 
authorities over time so that each would have sufficient resources, from a combination of cen-
tral grants and local income, to provide a reasonable level of services to their customers. The 
principle of equalisation has remained in the allocation mechanism from the days of the Needs 
and Resources model to the present. 

The model was used each year until 2007. A considerable amount of data was analysed to 
arrive at a proposed distribution, with up to 600 financial entries in each return. Local authori-
ties provided detailed annual returns for the model and this action proved overly time consum-
ing and cumbersome. The Model was first used to assist in determining a portion of the general 
purpose grant allocations from the LGF in 2000, based on detailed annual returns from local 
authorities, and was subsequently used each year until 2007.  

From 2008 on, GPG allocations were determined, for the most part, on the basis of historic 
baseline supports with necessary year on year adjustments determined by the overall amount of 
funding available. In allocating GPGs, regard was given to each local authority’s income and 
expenditure, the overall amount of funding available for allocation and the need to provide each 
local authority with a baseline allocation that would ensure its financial stability. 

Given the reduction in GPG allocations from a historic high of €999m in 2008 to €640.9m 
in 2013, the practice was to provide for an across the board adjustment and then some indi-
vidual adjustments to take account of specific issues in the coming year. 

2014 was the final year of GPG allocations. The 2014 GPG allocations also recognised the 
move of water related costs from local authorities to Irish Water in 2014. Accordingly, 2014 
GPG allocations are not directly comparable to previous years.  

2015 saw the introduction of Local Property Tax (LPT) allocations being paid to local au-
thorities. The Government decided that no local authority would receive less income from LPT 
in 2015 and 2016 than it received from its GPG allocation in 2014. Accordingly, the LPT al-
locations for 2015 and 2016 took account of the historical GPG funding provided to any former 
borough or town councils within the local authority area. For 2017 onwards, the LPT baseline 
of each local authority was increased to include an additional amount equivalent to the Pension 
Related Deduction income retained by local authorities in 2014. 

In May 2018, a Local Government Funding (Baseline) Review Group was established. The 
role of the group was to consider the methodology used to determine local authority funding 
baselines, so as to inform the distribution of any additional available funding for general, op-
erational purposes. 

The review group was tasked with, insofar as possible, developing a methodology for dis-
tributing the available funding to bring greater balance and equity of funding outcomes for local 
authorities, in the context of the wide range of issues they face and the diverse nature of local 
authority areas across Ireland. 

The recommendations of the review group are currently under consideration. 
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14/02/2019WRQ04050Planning Guidelines

14/02/2019WRQ04075272. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the new revised guidance for local authorities on one-off rural housing regulations will 
be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7519/19]

14/02/2019WRQ04087Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding the 
European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was estab-
lished to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  The working group comprises senior officials from the Planning Division of my 
Department and senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities, nominated by 
the local government sector.  The objective is to ensure that rural housing policies and objec-
tives contained in local authority development plans comply with the relevant provisions of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. 

Taking account of the engagement with the European Commission on the matter and subject 
to the completion of the ongoing deliberations by the working group, I will be in a position to 
finalise and issue to planning authorities revisions to the 2005 Rural Housing Guidelines that 
take account of the relevant ECJ judgment.

14/02/2019WRQ04100Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRQ04200273. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to his Department 
by a company (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018, inclusive, and to date in 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7565/19]

14/02/2019WRQ04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
An examination of records indicates that no expenditure was incurred by my Department for 
consultancy or audit services provided by the firm concerned in the years 2015 to 2018 or to 
date in 2019. 

14/02/2019WRQ04400Emergency Services Data

14/02/2019WRQ04500274. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of fire brigade and ambulance call-outs in an area (details supplied) in Dublin 
8; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7581/19]

14/02/2019WRQ04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The information requested by the Deputy is not a matter for my 
Department.  The management of fire service call outs and ambulance call outs is a matter for 
the relevant local authority and the HSE.

14/02/2019WRQ04700Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRQ04800275. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the capital projects completed by his Department since 2011; the initial contract value 
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of same; the final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that have had an ex post 
review in tabular form. [7852/19]

14/02/2019WRQ04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): An 
examination of records indicates that my Department has not directly completed any capital 
project costing €10 million or more in the period from 2011 to date.  

Local authorities and bodies under the aegis of my Department enter into capital contracts 
in the course of their work, some of which is funded through the Department’s Vote. As regards 
relevant contracts for which local authorities are responsible, information on expenditure and 
multi-annual capital commitments is set out in Note 2.9/2.10 to the Department’s Appropriation 
Accounts for the relevant years (Vote 25 up to 2014; Vote 34 thereafter) which are published by 
the Comptroller and Auditor General and are available at https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/Publica-
tions, by clicking on “Appropriation Accounts”.   

In relation to water services projects, Irish Water has established a team to deal with queries 
from Oireachtas members on issues arising in relation to Irish Water’s activities.  The team may 
be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 578 578.

14/02/2019WRR00200Ministerial Meetings

14/02/2019WRR00300276. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
meetings she has had with the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in respect 
of additional funding or loan facilities to be extended to Cork City Council regarding a centre 
(details supplied). [7428/19]

14/02/2019WRR00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I had 
meetings with the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade to discuss the project to 
which the Deputy refers on the following dates; 

- 22nd June 2018, 

- 29th August 2018, 

- 19th September 2018, and 

- 29th January 2019

Relevant officials from my Department also attended these meetings. Officials from my 
Department continue to engage with the local authority as this project is being developed and 
managed by Cork City Council.

14/02/2019WRR00500Film Industry

14/02/2019WRR00600277. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the reason given by a person (details supplied) for the recent resignation from a position; if 
she will report on the work carried out by the person during the person’s tenure in that position; 
and if she will provide correspondence, minutes and memos relating to the person’s work on the 
film industry forum [7475/19]

14/02/2019WRR00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht on the Development and Work-
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ing Conditions in the Irish Film Industry recommended in July that Screen Ireland (formerly 
the Irish Film Board) constitute a Film Forum, with an independent Chair, in order to allow all 
stakeholders within the sector to meet and work together to develop mutually beneficial solu-
tions for the industry. 

Screen Ireland has been endeavouring to organise the Forum and had drawn up a list of all 
stakeholders to invite to the Forum.  These include representatives of workers in the industry 
which include

- The Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU)

- SIPTU

- Irish Film Workers Association (IFWA)

- GMBh Trade Union

- Screen Guilds of Ireland

The emergence of disputes between stakeholders have, however, impeded progress on the 
Forum.  I understand that following the transmission of an RTÉ Prime Time programme on the 
film industry, ICTU and SIPTU stated that they would not attend a Forum to which the IFWA 
is invited, and that the Screen Guilds of Ireland gave a similar response.  Based on the ICTU 
position, Screen Producers Ireland also indicated that it would not attend. As it has not been 
possible to facilitate a meeting of the proposed Forum, there has been no opportunity for the 
person in question to discharge a role. 

My Department will work with the Audiovisual High Level Steering Group to address is-
sues raised in the audiovisual industry, and to support the industry and the people who work in 
it.

14/02/2019WRR00800Commemorative Events

14/02/2019WRR00900278. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her views on a matter (details supplied) regarding an initiative in County Kerry; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7484/19]

14/02/2019WRR01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Minister with responsibility for leading the Decade of Centenaries commemorative programme, 
my priority is to ensure that the Government’s approach to the remembrance of the significant 
historical events and related themes, including remembrance of all those who lost their lives, 
in the period from 1919 to 1923 is appropriate, measured, authentic, respectful, inclusive and 
sensitive to the different perspectives that exist on the events of this period.

In this regard I have recently announced that the commemorative centenaries programme 
for 2019 and the years out to 2023 will be based on a four strand approach comprising:

- A State Ceremonial Strand which will comprise a limited number of symbolic acts of 
national commemoration focusing on themes of remembrance and reconciliation and on the 
commemoration of all of those who lost their lives during this period.

- An Historical Strand which will comprise a diverse range of activities designed to en-
courage authentic historical enquiry about this period and promote the use of primary archival 
sources. Initiatives will be developed in collaboration with State partners, National Cultural 
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Institutions, institutions of learning and other stakeholders.

- A Community Strand, which will involve a collaborative approach – similar to that ad-
opted for the 1916 centenary commemorations – between the State, local authority network and 
community organisations, including in Northern Ireland where appropriate.

- The Creative Imagination Strand, which will continue to encourage artistic and creative 
expression in remembrance of the significant historical events of the period from 1919 to 1923 
and all of those who lost their lives.

The most recent guidance of the Expert Advisory Group on the second phase of the Decade 
of Centenaries has emphasised the important role that local authorities and local community 
organisations can play in commemorating events of great local significance.  The Government, 
moreover, recognises the critical importance of local authorities both as important partners in 
delivery of the Decade of Centenaries programme and in promoting a deeper understanding of 
this sensitive and challenging period in our history.

In this context, I have noted the initiative proposed for County Kerry. 

14/02/2019WRR01100Consultancy Contracts Expenditure

14/02/2019WRR01200279. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the expenditure details for all consultancy or audit services provided to her Department by a 
company (details supplied) from 2015 to 2018 and to date in 2019; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7558/19]

14/02/2019WRR01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that my Department did not commission any consultancy or audit services from the 
company referred to by the Deputy during the period in question.

14/02/2019WRR01400Údarás na Gaeltachta Data

14/02/2019WRR01500280. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
information (details supplied) will be provided in tabular form. [7627/19]

14/02/2019WRR01600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in tabular format below.

County (Contae) 2015 2016 2017 2018
Dún na nGall
New Full   time 
Jobs Created 

208 135 243 156

Job   Losses -92 112 140 71
Net   change +116 +23 +103 +85
Total at 31 De-
cember

2058 2090* 2193 2278

Maigh Eo
New Full   time 
Jobs Created 

38 31 60 83
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County (Contae) 2015 2016 2017 2018
Job   Losses -58 56 52 74
Net   change -20 -25 +8 +9
Total at 31 De-
cember

665 640 648 657

Gaillimh
New Full   time 
Jobs Created

131 252 211 237

Job   Losses -87 190 210 192
Net   change +44 +62 +1 +45
Total at 31 De-
cember

2879 2932** 2933 2978

An Mhí
New Full   time 
Jobs Created

56 1 8 3

Job   Losses -3 29 0 44
Net   change +53 -28 +8 -41
Total at 31 De-
cember

239 211 219 178

Ciarraí
New Full   time 
Jobs Created 

55 65 64 56

Job   Losses -61 59 47 55
Net   change -6 +6 +17 +1
Total at 31 De-
cember

665 671 688 689

Corcaigh
New Full   time 
Jobs Created 

40 73 34 45

Job   Losses -12 12 25 30
Net   change +28 +61 +9 +15
Total at 31 De-
cember

614 675 684 699

Port Láirge
New Full   time 
Jobs Created 

5 2 10 9

Job   Losses -5 21 1 1
Net change 0 -19 +9 +8
Total at 31 De-
cember

148 129 138 146
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County (Contae) 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total Employ-
ment at 31 
December 

7268 7348 7503 7625

* 9 jobs were recoded from County Donegal to County Galway at 31/12/2016.

** 9 jobs were recoded to County Galway from County Donegal at 31/12/2016. 

In relation to the number of client companies, I have been informed by Údarás na Gaeltachta 
that at the end of 2018 their client database included over 1,100 clients consisting of sole trad-
ers, individuals, micro companies as well as small and medium enterprises. Some of these client 
companies may only have part-time or seasonal employment and would not be included in the 
figures detailed above. 

14/02/2019WRR01700Brexit Supports

14/02/2019WRR01800281. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
contingences and supports in place to safeguard exposed Údarás na Gaeltachta companies from 
a no-deal Brexit. [7628/19]

14/02/2019WRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): I have been advised by Údarás na Gaeltachta that a number of initiatives/mea-
sures have been put in train in order to safeguard their exposed client companies from a no deal 
Brexit.  These include:

- Meeting, on a regular basis, with client companies that will be most affected to discuss 
their business concerns  and support analysis of their markets and strategic developments. 

- Holding seminars for its client companies on the importance of preparing for Brexit and, 
in addition, participating in seminars and awareness sessions held by colleague organisations 
such as Enterprise Ireland.

- The introduction of the Bí Réidh scheme which is similar to the Be Prepared scheme be-
ing operated by Enterprise Ireland.  This scheme provides support to companies to assess the 
potential impact of Brexit and to undertake market research to counteract its potential negative 
impact.

- In recognition of, and in preparation for Brexit, Údarás na Gaeltachta agreed a reciprocal 
Trade Office arrangement with the Scottish Chambers of Commerce at the end of 2018. This 
agreement will be signed early this year when dedicated reciprocal trade offices are established 
which will provide business support services to companies and facilitate investment and trade 
opportunities. The arrangement will act as a valuable resource for SMEs looking to expand 
their international business to business partnerships. 

- In line with the recommendations of the Department of Enterprise, Business and Innova-
tion, Údarás na Gaeltachta has carried out a new sensitivity analysis of its client companies’ 
exposure to Brexit and is re-engaging with companies who score highly on this analysis and, in 
particular, with companies whose primary market is the UK.  Údarás na Gaeltachta executives 
continue to engage with those companies considered to be at risk, in order to support them in 
their current strategic reviews as well as to offer support in the preparation and submission of 
applications for assistance in respect of innovation, efficiencies, market discovery and upskill-
ing of employees. 
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- In addition, Údarás client companies continue to be updated on the other state support 
available by way of the Brexit Loan Scheme being provided by the Strategic Banking Corpora-
tion of Ireland.  

I should also point out that Údarás na Gaeltachta’s Revised Estimates capital allocation has 
been increased by this Government from €7m in 2018 to €9.7m in 2019.  When the €2.8m in 
funding allocated recently to An tÚdarás under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, 
as well as the €2m in funding for Páirc na Mara in Cill Chiaráin allocated to An tÚdarás under 
the Regional Enterprise Development Fund, is included, it results in significantly increased 
capital funding of €14.5m being available to the organisation in 2019.

14/02/2019WRR02000Údarás na Gaeltachta Funding

14/02/2019WRR02100282. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
timeframe for the delivery of funds under budget 2019 to Údarás na Gaeltachta for linguistic, 
cultural and community development in the Gaeltacht. [7629/19]

14/02/2019WRR02200Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The transfer of funds in 2019 from my Department to Údarás na Gaeltachta in 
order to enable the discharge the organisation’s work programme in the domains specified in 
the Deputy’s question, will be made, in line with approved financial procedures, over the course 
of the year in accordance with a payment schedule agreed between my Department and An 
tÚdarás.

14/02/2019WRR02300Capital Expenditure Programme

14/02/2019WRR02400283. Deputy Jonathan O’Brien asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the capital projects completed by her Department since 2011; the initial contract value of same; 
the final cost of same; and the final cost of the capital projects that  have had an ex post review 
in tabular form..  [7846/19]

14/02/2019WRR02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The in-
formation requested by the Deputy in relation to the capital projects valued in excess of €10m 
completed by my Department since 2011 is set out below.

   Project         Initial Contract 
Value      

   Final Cost         Final Cost Ex Post 
Review      

Phase 3 of the     
Master Development 
Plan of the   National 
Gallery of Ireland   
including   refurbish-
ment of the Dargan 
and Milltown Wings   
(Completed in 2017)   

€31.4mExchequer 
Contribution €19.3m 
comprisingDepart-
ment €15.7m & 
OPW €3.6mNGI 
contribution   from 
own non-exchequer 
funds €12.1m.    

€31.7m subject to 
residual claims (Dept 
contribution  in-
creased to €16m)   

Ex-post review 
will   follow when 
final project costs 
are   known    fol-
lowing settlement of     
residual   claims 
received from the 
contractor   
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   Project         Initial Contract 
Value      

   Final Cost         Final Cost Ex Post 
Review      

Cill Rónáin Harbour   
Development (Com-
pleted 2011)   

€44.1m €46.5m Final cost includes 
€2.4m in settlement 
of residual claims 
received   from the 
contractor during the 
period of contract.   

As the Deputy will appreciate, where the settlement of residual claims is ongoing, it would 
be inappropriate for me to comment publically pending the resolution of such claims.

Last April, I was pleased to announce details of the ten year plan, “Investing in Our Culture, 
Language and Heritage 2018 – 2027” setting out the Government’s commitment for capital 
investment of almost €1.2 billion in Ireland’s culture, heritage and language infrastructure as 
part of Project Ireland 2040 and I can assure the House that all steps are being taken to ensure 
the effective management of these projects in accordance with the procedures of the Public 
Spending Code.


