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13/02/2019WRA00100

  Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 10 to 12, inclusive, resubmitted.

13/02/2019WRA00500Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

13/02/2019WRA0060013. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent con-
versation with the British Prime Minister, Mrs. Theresa May. [5487/19]

13/02/2019WRA00700The Taoiseach: I met with the Prime Minister when she visited Dublin on 8 February and 
we briefed each other on our respective engagements in Belfast and Brussels that week. 

We discussed developments in Northern Ireland and our shared interest in seeing the de-
volved institutions restored as soon as possible. On Brexit, I re-stated the EU position that the 
backstop is an integral part of the Withdrawal Agreement, which was negotiated in good faith 
over many months, and was approved by the 28 EU leaders in November - and that it cannot 
now be re-negotiated. 

No other solution has been found that ensures the absence of a hard border in all circum-
stances.

I reiterated our wish to see the Withdrawal Agreement ratified, so that negotiations on a 
close, comprehensive and ambitious future relationship between the EU and the UK can start 
as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 14 to 28, inclusive, resubmitted.13/02/2019WRB00100

  Questions Nos. 29 to 40, inclusive, answered orally.

13/02/2019WRB00300Child Detention Centres

13/02/2019WRB0040041. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
publish the report on Oberstown Children’s Detention Campus. [7069/19]

13/02/2019WRB00500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy 
will be aware of the extensive discussion on this matter that took place at the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Health and Children on 30 January last. At that meeting, the Chair of the Board 
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of Oberstown, Professor Ursula Kilkelly, gave a detailed update on the current situation.

She outlined, among other things the serious legal difficulties associated with publishing the 
full report, for reasons which have been well set out on a number of occasions. 

The House will be aware that I also met with the Joint Committee on the matter on 18 De-
cember last and offered my perspective. I do not believe that the situation has changed since 
that time.

At the Joint  Oireachtas Committee meeting of 30 January there was a suggestion that the 
Chair would examine whether a summary of the legal advice given to the Board of Oberstown 
might be prepared and supplied to the Committee. The Chair agreed to examine whether this is 
possible and I understand that she is pursuing the matter.

I would reiterate that the recommendations of the Operational Review, which are at the ker-
nel of how we move forward, were published in July 2017 and are being implemented as part 
of a significant package of reform in Oberstown.

In addition to the Operational Review, the Board commissioned a number of other reports 
at the same time, with a view to engaging external expertise to support the development of the 
Campus. These reviews included security, health and safety and behaviour management.

Deputies will recall that I established a Review Implementation Group whose final report, 
received in December 2017, produced a coherent plan to implement the recommendations of 
the various reports.    

An updated Action Plan from the Review Implementation Group was completed in May 
2018 and was published on my Department’s website. My Department continues to monitor 
the Review Implementation Group and the second report on the implementation of the recom-
mendations was published on 29 January last.

My focus now is on ensuring that all of the key recommendations are implemented and to 
ensure that Oberstown observes best practice and international standards. I believe that this is 
the best way forward for the young people at the campus.

13/02/2019WRB00600Child Protection Services Provision

13/02/2019WRB0070042. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
is satisfied with the way in which section 13 of the Child Care Act 1991 is carried out by Tusla 
officials; and her views on whether the policy is in need of review in view of some exceptional 
cases. [7028/19]

13/02/2019WRB00800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can understand 
the Deputy’s concern about the use of this powerful legal instrument. Emergency care orders 
are only granted by the Courts where there is an immediate threat to the safety of a child.  Social 
workers seeking an Emergency Care Order are often acting to protect a child during a crisis. 

Information from the Child Care Law Reporting Project indicates that Emergency Care Or-
ders are the least commonly sought Order. They are also the Order of shortest duration, lasting 
a maximum of 8 days.

Section 13 of the Child Care Act 1991 specifies the circumstances required for an Emer-
gency Care Order to be granted. The operation of Section 13 by Tusla social workers was raised 
by Dr Geoffrey Shannon in his audit of how the Garda use their powers under Section 12 of the 
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Act.  

Section 12 allows the Garda remove a child from a situation of acute risk.  The child is then 
transferred to Tusla which undertakes an assessment of the child’s situation.  Tusla may return 
the child home, if their situation is deemed safe, or apply for an Emergency Care Order under 
section 13 of the Act. 

I am conscious that there has been no empirical work on applications being made to the 
Courts under section 13 by social workers. I was sufficiently concerned about the lack of data 
on this crucial practice issue that I requested Tusla to commission research on the topic. 

The research is being undertaken by NUIG and comprises a quantitative and qualitative 
methodology. The quantitative aspect is based on a unique database, created by extracting key 
information on every Section 12 case on record in Tusla for the 12 month period from 1 July 
2016-to the end of June, 2017. 

The qualitative aspect of NUIG’s research involves interviews with social workers and key 
Tusla personnel involved in applications for Emergency Care Orders, to identify the factors 
contributing to practice decisions at this point. 

The research report will integrate the two methodological approaches to identify key find-
ings. I expect the report to be finalised by the end of June. Any relevant findings will be taken 
into consideration in the review of the Child Care Act that is currently under way in my Depart-
ment. 

13/02/2019WRB00900Child Detention Centres

13/02/2019WRB0100043. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she has been 
notified by the board of Oberstown Children’s Detention Campus that it is seeking legal advice 
regarding the latest report of the Ombudsman for Children into incidents at the campus; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [6988/19]

13/02/2019WRB01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Ombuds-
man for Children commenced an investigation regarding a complaint from the parent of a child 
who was living at Oberstown Children’s Detention Centre. I understand that the complaint 
related to an incident in November 2016 involving the child.

In accordance with the legislation, the Ombudsman for Children issued a statement to the 
Board in October 2018 under Section 13(6) of the Ombudsman for Children Act 2002. The 
Board decided to seek legal assistance in relation to the Ombudsman’s statement and it subse-
quently responded to the Ombudsman in November 2018.

Separately, civil legal proceedings were initiated on behalf of the child. In light of this, the 
Ombudsman for Children decided to discontinue his investigation. I understand that this would 
be normal practice when court proceedings are commenced.

It is important to note that the discontinuation of the Ombudsman’s investigation is in line 
with Section 11(1) of the Ombudsman for Children Act 2002 (as amended) and arises from the 
decision to initiate civil legal proceedings, rather than from any action taken by the Board of 
Oberstown. 

13/02/2019WRB01200Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries
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13/02/2019WRB0130044. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
reason for the extension of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes; if 
this will be the final extension to the investigation; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [6984/19]

13/02/2019WRB01400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Commis-
sion submitted a Fourth Interim Report in December of last year. In it the Commission advised 
that it would not be able to issue its final report within the previously agreed time frame.  It 
requested an extension of one year in order to complete its work in full. 

The Government agreed to this extension request and the Commission is now due to submit 
its final report by February 2020.  

In making their case for an extension, the Commission outlined the sheer scale of the work 
involved in investigating the matters set out under its terms of reference.

Up to December 2018, the Confidential Committee of the Mother and Baby Homes Com-
mission had met with 519 former residents or others with connections to the institutions under 
investigation. When the Commission requested the extension, it indicated that there were still 
26 individuals awaiting hearings.  

The terms of reference envisaged that the Confidential Committee would have concluded 
its meetings and completed its report of this aspect of its work within 18 months of commence-
ment.  Clearly there were more people than anticipated that wished to meet the Confidential 
Committee.  I believe that as far as possible this needed to be accommodated.

In its report the Commission acknowledges the extensive material provided by the Depart-
ment of Health and my own Department.  While the report states that the first tranche of discov-
ery was delivered in March 2017, the Commission has acknowledged that this is incorrect and 
in fact the discovery of records commenced in February 2016.

This involved considering over 340,000 inactive files.  730,000 individual pages were digi-
tised and reviewed for relevance.  My Department has delivered over 1000 digitised files to the 
Commission.

The Commission has reported that it is painstakingly analysing these and matching them 
with the records from the institutions.  Their report predicts that “This should provide as com-
prehensive an account as is possible of the pathways of the children concerned”.

This is reassuring and significant.  Hopefully, we will learn in some detail what happened to 
mothers and to the children who were born in the Mother and Baby Homes.

These children are now adults in their middle age and older.  They want answers and they 
want them soon.  I expect that the careful comprehensive and extensive analysis will deliver 
these answers in the form of robust findings in twelve months’ time. 

While I am disappointed with the delay I believe that not granting the extension would have 
led the Commission to submit incomplete reports.  That would not be in anyone’s interest. 

I am pleased that the Commission will submit a detailed report on burials arrangements for 
people who died in these institutions by 15th March.  

It is tragic that this is a very real element of what we need to know about what happened in 
Mother and Baby Homes.  We have committed to finding out and that is the next chapter that 
we will deal with in the coming weeks.
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13/02/2019WRB01500Child Detention Centres

13/02/2019WRB0160045. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her attention 
has been drawn to the appearance of persons (details supplied) at the Joint Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Children and Youth Affairs on 30 January 2019 and their comments that they had 
discussed broader policy matters with her in view of her statements that one of the reasons that 
their report was not published was that they had strayed into such areas beyond the terms of 
reference of their review. [6989/19]

13/02/2019WRB01700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am aware of 
the appearance of Professor Hardwicke and Professor Goldson at the Joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee on 30 January. 

I note that Professor Hardwicke referred to a telephone conversation he had with me on 21 
December 2016, when broad national policy on youth justice was discussed. Any suggestion 
that this conversation, or any conversation between myself and the reviewers, in some way 
expanded upon, or amended the terms of reference of the Operational Review of Oberstown 
Children Detention Campus is incorrect.  

I always take any opportunity presented to me to listen to and reflect on diverse views on 
youth justice issues in my role as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. I was interested to 
hear the views of an international expert such as Professor Hardwicke on a number of broader 
policy issues, but no part of my conversation was intended to agree, alter or broaden the terms 
of reference that had been set by the Board.

I would like to emphasise that the Board of Management of Oberstown commissioned the 
Operational Review. The Board of Management decided the terms of reference. It would there-
fore be inappropriate for me or any of the officials in my Department to interfere with the agree-
ments entered into by the Board and independent parties.

  Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 34.

13/02/2019WRB01900Childcare Services Funding

13/02/2019WRB0200047. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the fund-
ing provided in 2018 towards the provision of new or upgraded childcare places; the financial 
provision for such developments in 2019; the number of childcare places that will be supported 
with such funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6994/19]

13/02/2019WRB02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The creation 
of new early learning and care and school age places continues to be of utmost priority for my 
Department, as evidenced in the capital supports offered to providers for the purpose.

The total Capital allocation for Early Years in 2018 was €6.86m. 

Of this, €3.86m was allocated for the creation of new early learning and care places. This 
resulted in 85 applications being approved for the creation of 1,950 new places nationwide: of 
these, 697 were 0-3 places, and 1,253 were ECCE places.

In addition to this, €0.76m was allocated for the creation of new school age childcare places. 
This resulted in 45 applications being approved for the creation of 807 new school age childcare 
places nationwide.
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In 2019, I am pleased to have secured a total Capital budget of €9.606m for Early Years. 
Much of it will be targeted towards the creation of new places, but some will focus on quality 
and supporting the sector to meet regulatory requirements.

Of the €9.606m, €4.231m has been allocated under the 2019 Early Learning and Care Capi-
tal programme for the creation of new early learning and care places for 0-3 year olds. Indi-
vidual grants of up to €50,000 will be made available to early learning and care providers under 
the measure.

€1m has been allocated for the creation of new school age childcare places. Individual 
grants of up to €20,000 will be made available under the measure. 

The application window for the Capital programmes is set to open from 25th February to 
27th March 2019.

It is not possible to provide an accurate figure as to the amount of new early learning and 
care and school age childcare places that will be created under this year’s capital programmes, 
before the application and appraisal processes have taken place. However, I hope and expect 
that this year’s capital allocation will build on the good work and progress achieved in previous 
years, and as always I anticipate that there will be great interest in the funding.

I would urge any interested providers to contact Pobal or their local City/County Childcare 
Committee (CCC) with any questions they may have about this year’s Early Learning and Care 
and School Age Capital programmes.

13/02/2019WRB02200Child and Family Agency Staff

13/02/2019WRB0230048. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
measures she is taking to address the recruitment and retention issues in Tusla in cases in which 
qualified staff are taking agency roles in place of taking full-time contracts with Tusla; the num-
ber of unfilled vacant posts; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6783/19]

13/02/2019WRB02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I strongly sup-
port Tusla’s important work. I have secured an additional €110m for the Agency since becom-
ing Minister with the intention of securing permanent staff resources.

I am aware that Tusla has been unable to meet its additional whole time equivalent target 
each year since its establishment in 2014.  The failure to meet its targets include the reality that 
there is a limited supply of social workers in Ireland and this has contributed to making the 
achievement of these targets very challenging.

With regard to the number of vacant posts, Tusla has informed me that 320 posts are cur-
rently accepted by candidates and a further 569 approved permanent and temporary posts are 
at various stages of the recruitment process in various grade categories. In this context and to 
ensure continuity of service, Tusla uses agency staff. I understand at end December 2018, Tusla 
had 499 agency staff and 226 of these were social workers.

I remain very concerned by the growth in expenditure on temporary agency staff in recent 
years and I have communicated this to Tusla. Notwithstanding this, given the front line nature 
of Tusla’s services, it is accepted that agency staff will always be required. 

In a sense the need may have grown somewhat in recent years with the significant increase 
in referrals, new legislation with regard to mandatory reporting and the development of new 
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services.

Tusla has advised that all agency staff are actively encouraged to apply for Tusla’s rolling 
campaigns for temporary and permanent positions across all grades. However, it must be ac-
knowledged that some individuals prefer the flexibility of agency work.

Recruitment and retention of social workers and residential social care workers for special 
care are two of the biggest challenges for Tusla.

There are only 200-250 social work graduates each year. It is a very competitive labour 
market with a variety of services recruiting such as geriatric services, disability, mental health 
and of course child and family services. While there are many more social care graduates each 
year it is a small cohort that is willing to work in the particularly challenging environment of 
special care.

In this context, Tusla continues to take a proactive approach to recruitment with the use of 
bespoke campaigns, visiting campuses in Ireland and abroad, personally engaging with stu-
dents registering their interest in Tusla, assisting applicants with CORU registration and run-
ning rolling recruitment campaigns.

With regard to the supply of social workers, Tusla recently participated in a meeting hosted 
by my Department with key social work education stakeholders to influence the future supply 
of key personnel such as social workers. The first area to be examined will be social work stu-
dent placements with a view to supporting the provision of more training places.

Furthermore, Tusla has also focussed on recruiting supporting grades such as clerical ad-
ministration staff to ensure social workers can focus on their core tasks. I understand Tusla’s 
forthcoming Multi-annual Strategic Workforce Plan will build on this further over the coming 
years. The Plan will identify the future composition of Tusla’s workforce and I expect this plan 
will provide the basis for the establishment of achievable recruitment targets once it has been 
piloted in one or two service areas.

In December 2018, Tusla employee turnover for all grades was 5.07% versus 6.68% for the 
same period in 2017. This reflects the recent work Tusla has undertaken to address retention 
issues. It is expected that a robust retention strategy will also form a pillar of the forthcoming 
workforce plan’s implementation to reduce the turnover rate further and ensure better outcomes 
for Tusla’s total whole time equivalent staff.

13/02/2019WRB02500Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

13/02/2019WRB0260049. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
the report of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes has not been pub-
lished. [7073/19]

13/02/2019WRB02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Commis-
sion of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes has issued four interim reports to date. I 
have published all four reports. 

The Commission submitted its Fourth Interim Report in December of last year. In it the 
Commission advised that it would not be able to issue its final report within the previously 
agreed time frame and requested an extension of one year to allow it to complete its work in 
full. Government has agreed to this extension request and the Commission is now due to com-
plete its work by February 2020.



Questions - Written Answers

8

In my view the public interest, and most importantly the interest of former residents, is best 
served by facilitating the Commission to conduct the comprehensive analysis required to make 
accurate and robust findings on the extensive range of sensitive issues before it.

It is important to acknowledge that the terms of reference for the Commission envisages 
multiple lines of inquiry relating to a number of quite different institutions over a period of 
more than three quarters of a century.

When I met with Judge Yvonne Murphy I was reassured by the Commission’s absolute com-
mitment to establish the full facts of what happened to women and children in these institutions. 

I accept that the Commission is using its best endeavours to conclude the investigation as 
quickly as possible. The Chair wants to conclude matters, and I know the Deputies in the House 
want the same.  

It is clear that the Commission is seeking to collate and analyse information on these in-
stitutions at a level of detail that has never been done before. This will greatly assist public 
understanding and hopefully assist individual citizens in relation to their personal story and 
experience. 

If a decision had been made not to grant the extension sought, the Commission would ef-
fectively be obliged to submit incomplete reports this month. 

I am of the view that while the delay is disappointing, there were strong public interest 
considerations in favour of granting the extension sought.  I recommended the granting of the 
extension of one year to bring certainty to the time frame and to facilitate the production of the 
comprehensive analysis and information envisaged in the terms of reference.  

The Commission has undertaken to submit its report on burial arrangements for people who 
died in these institutions by 15th March.  

13/02/2019WRB02800Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

13/02/2019WRB0290050. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will con-
sider putting steps in place following the 2018 evaluation of the ABC programme to develop 
this programme in other disadvantaged communities; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [6949/19]

13/02/2019WRB03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Area Based 
Childhood (ABC) Programme is a prevention and early intervention initiative targeting invest-
ment in effective services to improve the outcomes for children and families living in a number 
of specific areas of disadvantage.  

Established in 2013 in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government to adopt 
an area-based approach to tackling child poverty, the ABC Programme was designed as a time-
bound, co-funding agreement led by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) in 
conjunction with The Atlantic Philanthropies (Atlantic), originally in the amount of €29.7m for 
the period 2013-2017. In late 2016, my Department secured additional funding to ensure that 
all 13 existing ABC sites remained in contract to the end of December 2017. 

With the closure of The Atlantic Philanthropies operations in Ireland, DCYA is now the sole 
funder of the ABC Programme.  In last year’s budget, further funding was secured to maintain 
the existing ABC Programme up to the end of 2018. As of 31st December 2018 €38.7m has been 
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invested jointly by the co-funders to the ABC Programme (€14.9m from Atlantic and €23.8m 
from DCYA). A national evaluation of the ABC programme was carried out by the Centre for 
Effective Services (CES) and the published reports are now available on the DCYA website.   

In November 2017, my Department initiated a process, in consultation with key ABC Pro-
gramme stakeholders, to consider options for sustaining the work of the ABC Programme with-
in a new vision for a community based prevention and early intervention programme from 2019 
and beyond. Following these consultations, the decision was taken to transfer the current ABC 
Programme to Tusla, from September 2019 as part of the national Prevention, Partnership and 
Family Support Programme (PPFS).

A working group was established in May 2018 to support the transition into this new nation-
al structure that can build on the achievements to date in both the ABC and PPFS Programmes, 
and strengthen Tusla’s prevention and early intervention operations. As part of this national 
structure, it will take a renewed focus on addressing child poverty and inform the delivery 
of prevention and early intervention initiatives, improving the lives of children and families 
throughout Ireland. 

Embedding the ABC programme and the learning from same within a wider infrastructure 
is key to strengthening local community based responses. It should also be recognised that the 
learning from the ABC and a range of other prevention programmes has been taken on by the 
What Works Programmes led by my Department. This is a programme that looks at enhancing 
quality and capacity building in the area of prevention and early intervention to effect change 
at systems level. It focuses on the area of information, evidence, capacity and quality develop-
ment.

Moving on both of these fronts: locally, through strengthening the ABC and PPFS pro-
grammes; and nationally, through the What Works initiative, is crucial in us embedding and 
transferring best practice in a strategic and sustainable way. 

13/02/2019WRB03100Affordable Childcare Scheme

13/02/2019WRB0320051. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
affordable childcare schemes available to low and middle-income families; the status of the 
new affordable childcare scheme that was first announced in 2016; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [6985/19]

13/02/2019WRB03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In recent years, 
I have secured significantly increased investment in early learning and care (ELC) and school 
age childcare (SAC) services. The measures announced as part of Budget 2019 formed part of 
a trend in continued growth in childcare investment bringing the total increase to 117% over 4 
years. 

My Department offers a number of programmes to support low and middle income families. 
These include:

Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE): 

The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a free pre-school pro-
gramme available to all children within the eligible age range. From September 2018, all chil-
dren meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months are eligible for a full two 
programme years. It provides children with a formal early learning experience prior to com-
mencing primary school. The programme is provided three hours per day, five days per week, 
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38 weeks per year over the two years. 

Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) and Community Childcare Subvention Plus 
(CCSP): 

These programmes provide childcare funding support, targeting low income families, in 
community childcare services and private childcare services, relative to the status of the parent/s 
with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection. They are available to chil-
dren from six months to 15 years of age. For example, a parent in receipt of One Parent Family 
Payment may receive a maximum of €145 per week per child towards childcare fees. 

Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) Programmes: 

These programmes provide childcare funding support for parents participating in eligible 
Education and Training Boards /Solas vocational training courses, Community Employment 
(CE) programmes, or returning to employment The maximum subsidy provided is €145 per 
child per week. These subsidies are available for children up to 15 years of age. 

-  After-School Child Care Scheme (ASCC)   - provides afterschool care for primary 
school children for certain categories of working parents and parents on Department of Em-
ployment Affairs and Social Protection employment programmes (not including Community 
Employment).

- Childcare Education and Training Support  (CETS)   - provides childcare to certain 
training course participants on courses provided by the Education and Training Boards (ETB, 
formerly FAS and VEC) and Secondary Schools.

-  Community Employment Childcare (CEC)   - provides per-school (PS) and after-
school (AS) childcare for children of parents who are participating in Community Employment 
schemes.

 Universal Subsidy (CCSU): 

As part of its plan to make childcare more affordable, my Department introduced a universal 
subvention payment from September 2017. This subsidy is available for all parents who are not 
in receipt of any other childcare subsidy for children aged from 6 months to the first eligible 
point of entry to the ECCE programme (approximately 3 years of age).

Community Childcare Subvention Resettlement (CCSR): 

This programme provides up to 60 weeks of childcare support on a part-time basis to Pro-
gramme Refugees to support their resettlement and integration into Irish society, up to 5 days 
per week for children aged 0 – 5 years and for primary school going children during the school 
holidays. The parents are not charged a fee.      

Community Childcare Subvention Resettlement (Transitional) (CCSR(T)): As part of 
the “Rebuilding Ireland – an Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness” the DCYA provides 
access to free childcare on a part-time and sessional basis for pre-school children (ages 0 – 5 
years) and primary school children during the school holidays of families experiencing home-
lessness. In addition, a daily meal is provided for each child.  The parents are not charged a fee. 

Further to the above, the development of the Affordable Childcare Scheme continues and 
the Scheme will launch this October, with payments commencing in November. An external IT 
contractor is working with officials from DCYA and Pobal to develop the Scheme’s supporting 
IT system and this project is on schedule.
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The Childcare Support Act, which is the legislative basis for the scheme, was signed into 
law by the President in July. Detailed secondary legislation and policy guidelines are currently 
being finalised. On the 20th of December I also signed regulations which will provide, for the 
first time, for the registration of school-age childcare services. These regulations will come into 
force on the 18th of February and will allow these services to participate in the Scheme from 
the very start.

As part of Budget 2019, the income threshold levels used for assessing the level of subsidy 
to which a parent may be entitled were raised. The lower threshold was raised from €22,700 to 
€26,000, meaning that more families will avail of the maximum income-related subsidies.

A comprehensive programme of communications and training is planned throughout 2019 
in advance of the launch of the scheme in October and I look forward to engaging with all of 
the stakeholders as the launch date approaches.

13/02/2019WRB03400Child and Family Agency Funding

13/02/2019WRB0350052. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
the necessary funding will be secured to ensure that vulnerable families are not left without a 
service (details supplied) in view of the prospect of the closure of the service; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [6983/19]

13/02/2019WRB03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I thank the Dep-
uty for his question about the Cottage Home Family Support Service. I agree with the Deputy 
that this organisation provides valuable services to children and families in the South Dublin 
area. 

The Deputy previously tabled questions in relation to this service. Since that time, I have 
met with Minister Shane Ross, representatives from the Cottage Home and representatives 
from Tusla the Child and Family Agency.

At this meeting, all stakeholders were provided with the opportunity to express their con-
cerns. I subsequently raised the issue of the future funding of the Cottage Home with Tusla. 

I wrote to Tusla requesting clarification on budgetary projections for spending on family 
support services in the Dublin South/South East/Wicklow area, and any shortfalls in Tusla’s 
budget which would hinder the Agency in meeting identified needs.

Tusla has informed me that it does not have any additional funding to support this service. 

The Cottage Home is located in the Tusla Dublin South/ Dublin South East/Wicklow area. 
Tusla has fully committed its funds for family support services in this area. As a result, there 
is no budget available to fund the Cottage Home Family Support Service, which has never 
received funding from Tusla. However, Tusla funds the residential service run by this organisa-
tion. In 2018, Tusla funding to the Cottage Home’s residential service came to a total of €1.6m.

Tusla has advised that it is currently compiling a Commissioning Plan for services in the 
area. Tusla’s commissioning approach involves looking at the priority needs within each Area, 
to ensure that all resources allocated will enable Tusla to achieve the best possible outcomes 
for children. 

Tusla’s overall aim, as cited in its Commissioning Strategy, is to ensure total resources are 
used:
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 “in the most beneficial, effective, efficient, equitable, proportionate and sustainable manner 
in order to improve outcomes for children”.

Tusla has planned a stakeholder event as part of its commissioning process in Dublin South/ 
Dublin South East/Wicklow in the coming weeks. Tusla has informed me that it will invite the 
Cottage Home to be involved in the process. 

Tusla has examined a number of options to source funding for this service, while maintain-
ing existing funded services, but has been unsuccessful to date. Should the service have to 
close, Tusla will work with the Cottage Home to ensure it can provide the required alternative 
services to children and families. 

13/02/2019WRB03700Children in Care

13/02/2019WRB0380053. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children in residential care including fosterage and State-owned centres; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7075/19]

13/02/2019WRB03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): According to 
Tusla’s latest data to end November 2018, there were 369 children placed in residential care 
nationwide of which 16 children were placed in special care units, which are secure units where 
children may be detained for care reasons following an order from the High Court. 

Foster care is the care of children outside of their own home by persons other than their 
parents, whether biological or adoptive, or their legal guardians.  Foster parents can be relatives 
(relative care) or people who are unrelated to the family (general foster care).  As of November 
2018, there were 1,583 children in relative care.  There were 3,990 children were in general 
foster care.  Tusla reports that, at end November, these figures included 398 children in private 
foster care.  There were 222 children in care in private/voluntary residential care, which indi-
cates there were 147 children in Tusla operated residential care centres.

Approximately 92% of all of children in care are placed in foster settings in November 
2018. Foster care is the main form of alternative care for children and the preferred option to 
residential care. New foster carers are always welcome and those who feel they could become 
a foster carer can contact their local Tusla office for further information on the application and 
assessment process.

13/02/2019WRB04000Child Protection

13/02/2019WRB0410054. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ongoing 
engagement she has with an organisation (details supplied) in respect of governance and child 
protection matters; and if she is in receipt of reports from the organisation. [7068/19]

13/02/2019WRB04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since I became 
aware of the serious safeguarding and governance issues in Scouting Ireland in 2018, my De-
partment has had ongoing engagement with Scouting Ireland.  A number of meetings have 
taken place between myself and Scouting Ireland during the course of 2018 and in 2019 to date.  
Most recently I met with representatives of Scouting Ireland on 28 January to be updated on the 
Independent barrister’s report into issues surrounding an allegation of sexual assault by an adult 
volunteer against another adult volunteer.  My officials met with Scouting Ireland on 7 February 
to discuss the detail and actions taken in relation to the latest available figures on the allegations 
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of abuse.  My officials are also being regularly updated on any internal policy changes. 

As the Deputy is aware, in May 2018, I appointed Ms Jillian van Turnhout, as an inde-
pendent expert, to examine the governance and related issues within Scouting Ireland. In ac-
cordance with her Terms of Reference she was asked to provide me with a clear assessment 
of Scouting Ireland’s governance arrangements.  Ms van Turnhout submitted her final report 
on the Review of Scouting Ireland to me on 14 June 2018. The report contained a number of 
recommendations in the areas of safeguarding, management of the organisation, governance 
proposals and charities regulation.  

Following the election of a new board at an EGM on 6 October 2018 and given the signifi-
cant progress made by Scouting Ireland in terms of the implementation of the Jillian van Turn-
hout recommendations and in the essential governance changes committed to by the organisa-
tion, funding to Scouting Ireland has been restored until the end of April 2019.  

I have requested that my officials continue to monitor the implementation of the outstanding 
recommendations over the coming months.  A further progress report detailing the implemen-
tation of the recommendations currently outstanding must be submitted to me by 31st March 
2019 in advance of the April 2019 AGM.  When I receive all relevant reports, I will be in a 
position to consider if Scouting Ireland has fully achieved the strong governance required of 
an organisation in receipt of public funding which would allow for consideration of the full 
restoration of funding.

13/02/2019WRB04300Childcare Services Funding

13/02/2019WRB0440055. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
increase the level of maximum grant aid towards the provision of new or upgraded childcare 
facilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6995/19]

13/02/2019WRB04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): This year I am 
pleased to have secured €6.106m in funding for the 2019 Early Learning and Care and School 
Age Childcare Capital programmes.

This funding will be delivered along three strands, as follows:

Strand A: Creation of new places for 0-3 year olds -   €4.231m

This strand will offer individual grants of up to €50,000 in value to early learning and care 
providers for the creation of new 0-3 places where demand for these is clearly evidenced.

Strand B: Fire Safety for community early learning and care services -   €0.875m

This strand will offer individual grants of up to €15,000 in value to aid community/not-for-
profit early learning and care services in addressing fire safety issues that have been highlighted 
in inspection reports by Tusla, the HSE or Local Authorities.

Strand C: Creation of new school age places -   €1m

This strand will offer individual grants of up to €20,000 in value to school age childcare pro-
viders for the creation of new school age places where demand for these is clearly evidenced.

As you are aware, the Capital programmes are necessarily a budget limited exercise. There-
fore, the maximum grant size available under each of these strands has been determined in 
consideration of both optimising what can be delivered by each individual grant, as well as 
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maximising the amount of providers and children that will ultimately benefit from the funding. 

The maximum grants available under this year’s capital programmes will not be subject to 
change. However, I am delighted to have secured €250m in capital funding for early learning 
and care under the National Development Plan (NDP, 2018-2027). This represents the kind of 
large scale investment in the sector by the state that has not been undertaken since the wrapping 
up of the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) in 2010. 

Research is currently on-going in my Department to determine areas of specific need that 
this funding will be used to address. 

13/02/2019WRB04600Brexit Preparations

13/02/2019WRB0470056. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
preparations she has made for children in care orders in the UK in the event of a no-deal Brexit; 
her views on whether there will be difficulties in general with care orders when the UK with-
draws from the EU; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7029/19]

13/02/2019WRB04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the Child 
Care Act 1991 (as amended), the making, varying and termination of care orders is a matter for 
the Irish district courts. Brexit will have no foreseeable impact in this regard. 

Children who are in the care of the State may be placed in other jurisdictions, including the 
United Kingdom, for considerations which can include the need for specific therapeutic or other 
interventions which can only be provided in specific settings due to the level of specialised care 
and support required.

Council Regulation No. 2201/2003 (the Brussels II bis Regulation) provides a framework 
for information sharing in relation to such placements between member states. Tusla is liais-
ing with the Department of Justice and Equality in relation to the impact of Brexit on relevant 
applications under domestic and international instruments. It will also continue to engage with 
my Department, and other Government Departments, as required, to ensure that it is in position 
to establish appropriate procedures to be followed under national law and international conven-
tions in the event that the United Kingdom should cease to be party to this Regulation. 

It is important to note that issues pertaining to Brussels II bis are primarily matters for the 
Department of Justice and Equality and as such will be considered in conjunction with col-
leagues from that Department as part of the wider negotiating process.

I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to work closely with colleagues across Govern-
ment to protect the rights of children and to address the challenges resulting from Brexit.  

13/02/2019WRB04900Childcare Services Provision

13/02/2019WRB0500057. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way in 
which she will ensure that services will be able to offer the affordable childcare scheme and 
provide sufficient childcare places if they are being penalised should parents not take up the full 
amount of hours requested on a weekly basis and thus their sustainability is brought into ques-
tion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7072/19]

13/02/2019WRB05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Govern-
ment policy relating to the new Affordable Childcare Scheme (ACS) was informed by evidence 
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and with the best interests of children and families in mind. The legislation supporting the 
scheme, the Childcare Support Act 2018, was the subject of much discussion in the Houses and 
many elements of the policy were considered by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Children 
on a number of occasions. A Regulatory Impact Analysis was conducted as part of the ACS 
development.

The ACS, when introduced, will represent a major landmark for all children and families in 
Ireland, and especially for lower income families and lone parents. International reports have 
stated that ACS will significantly address affordability for lower income families, with analysis 
showing that Ireland will, for example, change from being the most expensive country in the 
OECD for childcare for lone parents, to 11th position. This will also have strong financial ben-
efits for the childcare sector.

The scheme will also increase accessibility, in particular, by providing a coherent and pro-
gressive system of income-related subsidies.  By contrast, under the existing targeted schemes, 
subsidies are dependent on parents being in receipt of certain social welfare payments or a 
medical card or participating in particular training programmes. 

Consistent with enhancing accessibility, the scheme is designed to be flexible.  It acknowl-
edges that childcare needs differ widely across different families. It reflects the fact that parents 
and providers currently agree the childcare arrangements, based on a combination of parental 
need and what the service can reasonably provide.  Under the scheme, parents and providers 
can continue to agree childcare requirements amongst themselves.  The scheme will then pay 
subsidies towards the cost of the agreed childcare arrangements up to a maximum number of 
hours per week.  It will remain a matter for childcare providers themselves to set their own fees 
and determine their own admission policies.

Subsidies under the ACS will be paid subject to a child regularly using the childcare place.  
In other words, the scheme will contain rules in relation to circumstances where a child leaves 
the service, is absent or is not fully using the agreed place over a prolonged period.  These rules 
will be child-centred, fair and proportionate, clear and consistent.  They will recognise the need 
for flexibility for parents.  They will not disadvantage services for what can be considered mi-
nor non-attendances. At the same time, they will recognise the need to protect State finances by 
ensuring that Exchequer funds are used to support the maximum number of families in need of 
financial support, represent value for money for taxpayers, and are managed and allocated in 
accordance with robust and appropriate procedures.  

A comprehensive programme of information, training and supports for providers, parents 
and other stakeholders will shortly be rolled out.  Training for providers will be tailored and 
timed to suit the needs of busy childcare providers, and will include full details of Scheme rules. 
It is hoped that the extensive information and training will reassure providers re the reasonable-
ness of the scheme, part of which was informed by focus groups and user testing with providers 
and parents. Details of the information and training programme will be communicated in the 
coming weeks.

  Question No. 58 answered with Question No. 34.

13/02/2019WRB05300Child and Family Agency

13/02/2019WRB0540059. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
actions and timelines for implementation of actions undertaken pursuant to the conclusions of 
the Charleton report relating to Tusla; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7144/19]
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13/02/2019WRB05500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): While the third 
interim report from the Disclosures Tribunal was, as Mr Justice Charleton observed, primarily 
about holding policing to account, the report does make direct criticisms of Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency.  There were clear improvements needed in the standards of management 
and accountability within Tusla’s Cavan Monaghan area.  I raised this with Tusla’s Board and 
asked them to consider the steps it would take in terms of a management response and in terms 
of changing the culture of the agency.  

Tusla has advised me that the Cavan Monaghan area is the subject of a comprehensive ser-
vice improvement plan and is making improvements in governance, the management of current 
and retrospective cases, data protection and the management of risk.

The key issues raised in the Tribunal’s report were already identified in the HIQA statutory 
investigation report, carried out at my direction and published in June 2018. The strategic action 
plan published by Tusla will address these concerns across all 17 of Tusla’s service areas.  The 
plan identifies a member of the senior management team to lead on each of the nine improve-
ment themes, and includes a timeframe for completion for each of the 46 actions, covering the 
period 2019/2020. The strategic action plan is available on Tusla’s website.

This strategic action plan encompasses the improvement and strengthening of the referrals 
process, the more timely and effective screening of referrals for risk, the management of retro-
spective cases, the prioritisation methodology of unallocated cases, a national performance and 
accountability framework, and improving governance. 

This strategic action plan is subject to oversight by Tusla’s Board.  In addition, I have estab-
lished an Expert Assurance Group (EAG) to monitor and advise me on the implementation of 
the recommendations from the HIQA report.  

The EAG, my Department and Tusla’s Board will continue to support and advise the Tusla 
Executive on its implementation of all actions addressing the serious issues identified by the 
Disclosures Tribunal and the report of HIQA’s statutory investigation.

13/02/2019WRB05600Affordable Childcare Scheme Eligibility

13/02/2019WRB0570060. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the considerable implications that the new afterschool care regulations 
will have for schools and childcare providers; and her views on whether sufficient consultation 
was conducted with the affected groups. [7066/19]

13/02/2019WRB05800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I signed impor-
tant new Regulations recently which will come into force on 18th February. These Regulations 
will enable school-age childcare services to register with Tusla in time to take part in the Af-
fordable Childcare Scheme when it opens later this year. This will make school-age childcare 
more affordable for many parents.

The regulation of school-age childcare is an important measure to secure children’s health, 
safety and welfare. The Affordable Childcare Scheme will only be available to services that are 
registered with Tusla, a critical quality assurance measure associated with the provision of State 
funding. 

Whilst the regulations are to be welcomed for their part in improving the affordability and 
quality of school age childcare, I am conscious of the impact they may have on providers, and 
I have made provisions accordingly. With regard to registration, existing services will have 6 
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months in which to apply for registration with Tusla if they are also registered as pre-school ser-
vices. Existing services that only provide school-age childcare will have 3 months in which to 
apply for registration with Tusla. A person who proposes to set up a new service will be required 
to apply for registration at least 3 months before commencing the service.

The Regulations, including the minimum ratio requirement of 1 adult to 12 children, were 
developed following the advice of the School Age Childcare Standards Working Group, which 
in 2018 submitted proposals for school-age childcare standards. Membership of the Group 
included representatives from across the school-age childcare sector. In developing their pro-
posals, the Working Group reviewed international evidence and practice. The Group was re-
convened for a further meeting with officials  in September 2018, during drafting of the Regu-
lations, for consultation specifically on the adult-child ratio and outdoor space requirements. 
Their work followed that of a previous Expert Group led by the Department of Justice and 
Equality in 2005 which at that time recommended a ratio of 1 adult to 8 children.

I acknowledge that some services may require additional time to adjust to the minimum 
ratio of 1 adult to 12 children. Officials in my Department have had discussions on this is-
sue recently with a number of sector representatives. As a result of these consultations, I have 
decided to extend the commencement date of the minimum ratio requirements by six months. 
This will mean that existing services will be given until 18th August to become fully compliant 
with these specific requirements, irrespective of the date on which they register with Tusla. I 
propose to sign the necessary Regulations to give this effect in advance of 18th February. The 
Regulations are subject to the consent of the Ministers for Education and Skills and Housing, 
Planning and Local Government.

School age childcare services will continue to be eligible for the existing funding schemes 
(CCSP, TEC, etc) until the Affordable Childcare Scheme will replace them. Capital funding of 
€1 million will also be made available to support the expansion of an existing school age child-
care service or to set up a new school age childcare facility where demand is currently not being 
met at a local level. Services may be standalone or part of an early learning and care service.

Public consultation is planned this summer in advance of the development of a fuller set of 
Regulations that will replace the initial Regulations and cover additional quality objectives. The 
Comprehensive Regulations will set out minimum requirements for the health, safety, welfare 
and development of children attending school-age childcare services. A key priority will be the 
development of an appropriate qualification for the school-age childcare workforce. First 5, 
which was published in November 2018, committed to requiring that all school-age childcare 
staff hold a minimum qualification, with the level of qualification to be determined by the end 
of 2019.

13/02/2019WRB05900Child Poverty

13/02/2019WRB0600061. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if 
her attention has been drawn to a new campaign (details supplied) by an organisation and its 
five key demands relating to food poverty, health, exclusion, education and housing; the way in 
which she plans to respond to same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6986/19]

13/02/2019WRB06100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am aware 
of this new campaign and the five key demands in relation to food poverty, health, exclusion, 
education and housing. 

These key issues highlighted during the campaign involve various Government Depart-
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ments. My Department works closely with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection, which has the lead role in co-ordinating strategies on poverty and the National Plan 
for Social Inclusion, but reducing poverty among children and others, also involves the Depart-
ment of the Department of Education and the Department of Health, among others. We are 
adopting a cross Government approach which is for the benefit of children.

This work  is reflected through the comprehensive policy framework Better Outcomes, 
Brighter Futures, led by my Department, and underpinned by actions which are making a real 
difference on the ground for children, including those most vulnerable.  

  The ‘Whole-of-Government Approach to Tackling Child poverty’ paper, published in 2017, 
involved the active input of the National Advisory Council for children and young people and 
other key non-governmental organisations.

In recognition of the higher risks and life-long consequences of child poverty, the Govern-
ment set a child-specific poverty target in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures to reduce consis-
tent child poverty by at least two-thirds on 2011 levels by 2020.   

This target has been actioned through a whole-of-Government approach.  The plan identi-
fies six priority area for actions, namely: 1) providing universal access to general practitioner 
care for those under 18 years; 2) reducing the cost of education; 3) housing; 4) affordable child-
care; 5) labour activation; and 6) the provision of in-work benefits. My own focus has been on 
affordable childcare.

In my portfolio as Minister for Children, I have had the opportunity to secure significant 
public investment in high quality, affordable childcare and early learning.  The annual invest-
ment has increased by 117% since 2015.  Our early years schemes operate on policy that pro-
vide the highest level of subsidization to families with the lowest incomes. 

I believe it is important that we have progress indicators that accurately reflect the policy 
interventions and the improvements they are delivering.  

The latest data from the 2017 Survey on Income and Living Conditions (SILC) shows a 
significant reduction in the consistent poverty rate for children, which decreased from 10.9% 
in 2016 to 8.8% in 2017, a reduction of just over 2 percentage points, and is the second highest 
reduction in the rate since the collection of SILC data began in 2004. This equates to a drop of 
24,000 children living in consistent poverty over that 12-month period.

I have continually emphasised the importance of eradicating child poverty and hunger and 
that collective and cross-sectoral action is critical in ensuring policy impact.  

 In November 2018, I hosted a high level workshop focusing on child poverty  which de-
liberated on how the UN Sustainable Development Goals framework could help to end child 
poverty and hunger in Ireland.  The workshop attended by senior officials from all Government 
Departments represented at the BOBF Consortium, the BOBF Advisory Council, ESRI and 
other research centres, the civil society and academia resonated the importance of eradicating 
child poverty and hunger as well as the need for cross-Government work to achieve this. 

This cross-Government approach will continue and we will redouble our efforts to continue 
with the progress made in the recent years. 

It is my intention to meet with the Chief Executive of the Children’s Rights Alliance in the 
coming weeks to discuss this campaign and how we can continue to focus on and address these 
important issues. 
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13/02/2019WRB06200Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

13/02/2019WRB0630062. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of refuge spaces for abuse victims here; the level of funding for the services; if additional fund-
ing or resourcing is required; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6781/19]

13/02/2019WRB06400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have secured 
additional funding of €1.5 million for Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence (DSGBV) 
services in 2019. I am pleased to confirm that Tusla, the Child and Family Agency will receive 
€25.3 million for these services this year.

Tusla has responsibility for the provision of funding, co-ordination and support to 59 or-
ganisations nationally that deliver a range of services to victims of domestic, sexual and gender 
based violence.

22 of these organisations provide emergency refuge and emergency non-refuge accommo-
dation to victims of domestic violence and their children, with a total of 155 family units of 
emergency accommodation - 145 in emergency refuges and 10 in safe homes. This figure of 
155 units includes 9 units of accommodation in the Rathmines Refuge, Dublin which was 
temporarily closed for essential refurbishment works. This facility is expected to re-open as a 
domestic violence refuge in the coming weeks.

There are challenges to be addressed in ensuring that there is an appropriate configuration 
of spaces available to all women and children who require emergency refuge accommodation. 
At all times, Tusla seeks to achieve the optimum use of specialist emergency accommodation 
while also focusing on prevention and effective community based services to avoid, in so far as 
possible, the need for use of refuges by vulnerable women and families.    

A strong focus for Tusla is on improved geographical access to services and the provision of 
additional emergency refuge capacity nationally. Tusla is progressing its planning around ad-
ditional refuge developments in areas of under-provision to improve access to safe emergency 
accommodation for victims of domestic violence. 

It is important that the needs of victims of domestic violence are met in the best way pos-
sible, with due attention to the quality, accessibility, and outcome of services. I am committed to 
supporting the Agency in meeting the needs of individuals who experience domestic violence. I 
will engage with Tusla as to how the additional funding that I have secured for DSGBV services 
will be assigned in 2019. 

13/02/2019WRB06500Disability Proofing of Policies

13/02/2019WRB0660063. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to 
disability proof the policies of her Department in the future; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [6746/19]

13/02/2019WRB06700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment is actively involved in initiatives to improve the lives of children and young people living 
with a disability and is a member of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy (NDIS) 2017 – 
2020 Oversight Group. Under this strategy my Department has it’s own Disability Consultative 
Committee. 

This Committee is made up of staff from across my Department; and four independent 
members, three of which are nominated by the Disability Stakeholders Group (DSG); and a 
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representative of the National Disability Authority (NDA).

The DSG is an independent body which plays an important role in the review and imple-
mentation of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 – 2021, as well as contributing to 
the State’s programme of implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities. The National Disability Authority (NDA) is an independent statutory 
body which provides information and advice to the Government on policy and practice relevant 
to the lives of persons with disabilities.

The Consultative Committee reviews existing and proposed policies of my Department as 
they relate to children and young people living with a disability. The knowledge and input pro-
vided by the independent members who are experts in the field of disability matters, is of great 
assistance to my Department in implementing such policies.

13/02/2019WRB06800Legislative Process

13/02/2019WRB0690064. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [7064/19]

13/02/2019WRB07000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): It is my inten-
tion to progress to Committee Stage of the Adoption (Information and Tracing) Bill 2016 in the 
Seanad Éireann as quickly as possible.

It is intended that a number of Government amendments will be proposed at Committee 
Stage or Report Stage.  These are currently being finalised. 

Some of these amendments seek to address concerns raised about elements of the Bill dur-
ing the debate on Second Stage in the Seanad and by advocates and lobby groups, particularly 
in relation to the privacy provisions contained in the bill. I am continuing to actively explore all 
options in relation to facilitating the release of as much birth information as possible to adopted 
and other relevant persons.

In addition, my Department is consulting with the Data Protection Commissioner to deter-
mine if amendments are required to ensure compliance with the GDPR.

13/02/2019WRB07100Child and Family Agency Data

13/02/2019WRB0720065. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of child protection and welfare concerns reported via the web portal child protection 
and welfare report form on a monthly basis since the operation of the web portal; the number 
of these reports assigned to social workers; the number of reports that have been investigated; 
the number awaiting allocation of a social worker and-or investigation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [6782/19]

13/02/2019WRB07300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have been 
advised by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that the data requested is not available in the 
format requested by the Deputy. Tusla has advised that 10,811 online child protection and wel-
fare reports were received through the webportal to the end of 2018.  

Tusla collates data on overall referrals and mandated reports, which form part of the total of 
all referrals.  These are inclusive of referrals received via the web portal.  Tusla also publishes 
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data on the numbers of open cases which have been allocated a social worker.  I understand that, 
as a case can be the subject of a number of referrals, the data on the allocation of social workers 
relates to open cases only, and not individual referrals.

All referrals to Tusla Social Work Services are screened as they are received, irrespective 
of the source.  The first consideration when receiving a referral is the immediate safety of the 
child. 

Monthly referrals data, which are provisional as this data is validated quarterly only, indi-
cates that there were at least 52,779 referrals received up to November 2018.  Overall Tusla 
received approx. 5,000 referrals each month from all sources in 2018, comprising around 40% 
child abuse concerns and 60% welfare concerns.  The number of mandated reports typically 
represents between 20 and 25% of all referrals received in a given month.  

At the end of November 2018, Tusla has indicated that there were 6,046 cases without an 
allocated social worker out of a total of 26,007 open cases. 

Tusla introduced the web portal for the reporting of concerns in January 2018, following the 
commencement the previous December of the mandatory reporting provisions of the Children 
First Act 2015.  The portal is not the only means for a report to be submitted although it is con-
sidered the preferred method, particularly for reports from mandatory reporters.  

Under the legislation, the decision on whether a report is a mandated report or not rests with 
the person making the report.  It is then Tusla’s role to screen and assess these. When a referral 
or mandated report is examined in detail by social workers, it may be determined that it requires 
a social work intervention or it may be more appropriate other interventions or services, such 
as a family or community based support.  It is also possible that Tusla is aware of the case and 
appropriate actions are already underway.  Data on activity and performance is published regu-
larly on Tusla’s website, www.tusla.ie.

13/02/2019WRB07400Family Resource Centres

13/02/2019WRB0750066. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she is satis-
fied that all family resource centres are adequately funded in the most disadvantaged communi-
ties; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6948/19]

13/02/2019WRB07600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am pleased to 
inform the Deputy that funding of some €18 million is being made available to the Family Re-
source Centre Programme, which is administered by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. This 
is an increase of €1.5 million over 2018 funding. 

In financial terms, funding for the Family Resource Programme, is now the highest it has 
been for almost a decade. 

Family Resource Centres are located throughout the country and provide services to areas 
designated as disadvantaged. In the 2019 Performance Statement for Tusla, I have emphasised 
that additional funding provided this year is to support and develop existing Family Resource 
Centres.

Throughout the country I have seen at first hand the work of Family Resource Centres in 
transforming lives. I secured additional funding for Family Resources Centres in 2018 and I 
am pleased to be able to provide further support again this year. I do recognise that Family 
Resource Centres, like other services, are experiencing significant cost pressures due to rising 



Questions - Written Answers

22

rents, utility and wage costs. 

Decisions made by Tusla in relation to the funding of individual Family Resource Centres 
have regard to location, size and catchment area of each centre. The process aims to be equi-
table and transparent. 

All decisions are made to ensure available resources are applied in improving outcomes for 
children and families in the most equitable, proportionate and sustainable way.

Family Resource Centres form an integral part of Tusla’s family support and prevention ser-
vices. Through its local office network, Tusla provides additional funding to individual Family 
Resource Centres involved in the delivery of family support and prevention programmes.

I am committed to the further development of Family Resource Centres and I will continue 
to seek funding for them in future budget discussions.

13/02/2019WRC0010013/02/2019WRC00200Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRC0030067. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach the number of reports commissioned from 
firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each report; and the cost of each report. 
[7185/19]

13/02/2019WRC0040068. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach the number of consultants from firms (details 
supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount spent on consultants from each 
firm. [7202/19]

13/02/2019WRC00500The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 67 and 68 together.

My Department has not commissioned any reports nor incurred any expenditure on consul-
tancy, from the companies in question during 2018. 

13/02/2019WRC00700Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRC0080069. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of reports 
commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each report; and 
the cost of each report. [7175/19]

13/02/2019WRC00900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
did not commission any reports in 2018 from the firms to which the Deputy refers. 

13/02/2019WRC01000Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRC0110070. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of con-
sultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount spent 
on consultants from each firm. [7192/19]

13/02/2019WRC01200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): No consultants, 
from the firms to which the Deputy refers, were contracted by my Department to perform work 
in 2018. 
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13/02/2019WRC01300Election Monitoring Missions

13/02/2019WRC0140071. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if Irish Aid checked observer profiles held by the EU and the OSCE in the context of the 
recent election observation competition; the way in which and the number of the applicants se-
lected for the new roster have had observations validated by the EU or the OSCE; the number of 
observers with five or more missions on their profiles that were not selected for the new roster; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7157/19]

13/02/2019WRC01500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I refer the Deputy to the response to Parliamentary Question 109 of 19 December 
2018, which provided detailed information on the mustering of the new election observation 
roster, including on the assessment of applications.  All potential volunteers were assessed 
solely on the basis of the information they provided in the application process. 

No other information was made available to assessment panels, including EU and OSCE 
observer profiles, which are held by those organisations and consulted only by the Department 
when an observer is nominated to a particular mission.  In designing the selection process, my 
Department had contact with both the EU and OSCE to ensure that the process met best inter-
national practice for the mustering of potential observers.

The Department has now provided training for the majority of members of the new roster. 
Security vetting is ongoing. When this process is complete, the Department will consider the 
information which can be provided regarding the demographics of the new roster, subject to 
data protection and privacy requirements. 

13/02/2019WRC01600Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRC0170072. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed 
each report; and the cost of each report. [7179/19]

13/02/2019WRC0180073. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
number of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and 
the amount spent on consultants from each firm. [7196/19]

13/02/2019WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 72 and 73 together.

My Department has not engaged the named consultancy firms to perform work in 2018 and 
no fees have been incurred during this period.

13/02/2019WRC02100Use of Chemical Weapons

13/02/2019WRC0220074. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to reports that the Indonesian armed forces have been accused of 
deploying chemical weapons suspected to be white phosphorus, banned under international law 
in West Papua (details supplied); if he will request that the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons investigate the issue as a matter of priority; and if he will raise the issue with 
his Indonesian counterpart. [7294/19]
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13/02/2019WRC02300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
concerned by recent reports of escalating violence and tensions in West Papua, Indonesia in 
late 2018. I am also aware of an unverified news report in December 2018 indicating that the 
Indonesian armed forces deployed weapons suspected to be white phosphorus in Nduga, West 
Papua in late 2018. The Government of Indonesia has denied these allegations. 

Incendiary weapons, including white phosphorus, are not considered under international 
law to be chemical weapons.  They are however prohibited for use against civilian populations 
under Protocol III of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. Ireland is a party to the 
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons and to all of its Protocols, including Protocol III. 

Ireland condemns any such use in the strongest possible terms and calls on all States who 
have not already done so to accede to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, and to 
all of its Protocols, as soon as possible. 

Officials in my Department, including in our Embassy in Jakarta, will continue to closely 
monitor the situation in West Papua. 

13/02/2019WRC02400Ministerial Meetings

13/02/2019WRC0250075. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the outcome of his recent discussions with authorities and members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives in the United States of America regarding Brexit issues and immigration 
reform, with particular reference to the undocumented Irish and the possibility of progressing 
the E3 visa programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7387/19]

13/02/2019WRC02600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I trav-
elled to New York and Washington DC last week, from 5 - 7 February, and had a range of meet-
ings with the US Administration and with Congressional leaders.  

Northern Ireland, and the importance of protecting the gains of the Good Friday Agreement 
in the current Brexit context, were to the fore in all of my discussions, including with US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo; Acting White House Chief of Staff, Mick Mulvaney; and with the 
Congressional Friends of Ireland.  I believe that the Government’s views on the priority of pro-
tecting and advancing peace and reconciliation on the island of Ireland were well understood.  

I also raised immigration issues in all of my meetings in Washington DC, and thanked many 
Congressional leaders for their support in recent months for the Irish E3 Bill, which while ap-
proved unanimously by the US House of Representatives, was not approved in the US Senate.  
During my visit, I launched the Government’s new Strategy for the US and Canada, which 
records the Government’s determination to both secure future legal immigration pathways for 
Irish citizens, and pathways to regularisation for the Irish who are undocumented in the US.  
This work will continue, including over the St. Patrick’s Day period, when the Taoiseach will 
travel to Washington DC for a series of high-level engagements. 

13/02/2019WRC02700Insurance Costs

13/02/2019WRC0280076. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to accel-
erate the insurance reform programme in view of the significant damage that spiralling insur-
ance costs are causing for community groups, voluntary organisations, charities and small busi-
nesses; the reason such perceived exorbitant premiums are being sought; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [7383/19]

13/02/2019WRC02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the concerns raised by 
the Deputy in relation to the financial strain which the cost of insurance is placing on commu-
nity groups, voluntary organisations, charities and small businesses.  

However, the Deputy should note that as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the 
development of the legal framework governing financial regulation and that neither I nor the 
Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as these 
matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on an 
assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU frame-
work for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which require 
insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of insur-
ance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the 
pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply in respect of particular categories of 
policyholders.

The above said, however, it was recognised with the establishment of the Cost of Insurance 
Working Group (CIWG) that the environment within which insurers conduct their business can 
be better shaped, in order to make the Irish insurance market a more competitive one and also 
make it more attractive for new entrants. In this regard, the initial focus of the Working Group 
was the issue of rising motor insurance premiums and the Report on the Cost of Motor Insur-
ance was published in January 2017.  

The second phase of the CIWG, under the Chairmanship of the Minister of State for Finan-
cial Services and Insurance, Mr. Michael D’Arcy TD, culminated in the issuing of the Report 
on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance in January 2018.  This report acknowl-
edges that many of the difficulties being faced by business are also impacting upon by commu-
nity, voluntary and charitable organisations.  It makes 15 recommendations with 29 associated 
actions, detailed in an Action Plan with agreed timelines for implementation.

The most recent Progress Update was published last November and shows that 18 of the 19 
actions points arising up to end of Q3 2018 have been completed.

It is envisaged that the next quarterly Progress Update will issue by the end of this month 
and I understand that the vast majority of the total of 26 action points which were due for 
completion during 2018 overall have been done.  I am confident that any outstanding action 
points will be completed in the coming months, along with the three remaining action points 
with deadlines set for various quarters throughout 2019.

The actions implemented to date cut across a number of different areas and include:

- The publication of by An Garda Síochána of the “Guidelines for the Reporting of Sus-
pected Fraudulent Insurance Claims by Insurance Entities to An Garda Síochána” 

- The Law Reform Commission confirming that the subject of caps on damages for personal 
injuries litigation is included in its draft Fifth Programme of Law Reform

- Sections 8 & 14 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 have been amended to ensure 
defendants are appropriately notified of a claim having been submitted against their policy and 
to make it easier for businesses and insurers to challenge cases where fraud or exaggeration is 
suspected, respectively

- An Garda Síochána commencing the collection of statistics under the new “insurance 
fraud” category which has been added to the PULSE system
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- The Courts Service confirming that they will publish a more detailed breakdown of awards 
in personal injury cases in its Annual Reports

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that the CIWG will continue to focus on imple-
menting the recommendations of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability In-
surance in parallel with implementing those from the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance.  I 
am hopeful that the cumulative effects of the completion of the two Reports’ recommendations 
will include increased stability in the pricing of insurance for businesses and voluntary and 
other organisations alike, and a more competitive insurance market.

13/02/2019WRC03000Revenue Commissioners Enforcement Activity

13/02/2019WRC0310077. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if hangars at Dublin Airport 
leased by private persons and-or companies are inspected by authorised officers and-or the Rev-
enue Commissioners enforcement staff; if the content on board the aircraft in these hangars are 
eligible for self-clearance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7234/19]

13/02/2019WRC03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As daa has statutory responsibility for 
the management and operation of Dublin Airport, I have forwarded your question to the Com-
pany for direct reply.  If the Deputy does not receive a reply within ten working days, please 
advise my Private Office.

13/02/2019WRC03300Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRC0340078. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the number of reports commissioned 
from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each report; and the cost of each 
report. [7178/19]

13/02/2019WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The amount spent on consultancy from 
the firms in question contracted to perform work in 2018 are provided in the table below:

 Supplier  Number of reports commissioned  Expenditure 
 KPMG  1  €49,200
 Ernst & Young (EY) Nil
 Deloitte & Touche Nil 
 Arthur Andersen Nil
 PricewaterhouseCoopers Nil 

13/02/2019WRC03600Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRC0370079. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance the number of consultants from 
firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount spent on consul-
tants from each firm. [7195/19]

13/02/2019WRC03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The amount spent on consultancy from 
the firms in question contracted to perform work in 2018 are provided in the table below:

 Supplier  Expenditure 
 KPMG  €49,200
 Ernst & Young (EY)  Nil
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 Supplier  Expenditure 
 Deloitte & Touche  Nil
 Arthur Andersen  Nil
 PricewaterhouseCoopers  Nil

The Deputy might note that details of my Department’s spending on legal and consultancy 
fees are regularly published on my Department’s website. Currently, all legal and consultancy 
spend from Q1 2008 to Q3 2018 is available to view, with Q4 2018 to be published in the com-
ing weeks.

Following an open procurement procedure (pursuant to relevant EU legislation) which was 
conducted in 2018, the Department of Finance appointed financial advisers to a Framework to 
advise it on financial matters such as the future disposal of the State’s banking sector invest-
ments and other ad hoc assignments that may arise from time to time.

The appointment of financial advisors to this Framework can be regarded as prudent plan-
ning to ensure that the State is in a position to receive necessary advice in a timely and cost 
efficient manner. 

Firms are appointed to the Framework for an initial period of three years (up to October 
2021) with an option to extend by one additional year (up to October 2022).

With respect to the specific question on the number of consultants hired, my Department ran 
competitive mini-tenders with the members of the financial advisory panel in place and KPMG 
won that tender as a firm, although it would be the norm for them to include their proposed 
team’s CVs in the tender responses, we would be hiring the firm at an agreed price for a specific 
project and not individual consultants from within the firm. Framework Lot 2 – General Finan-
cial Advice includes KPMG, PWC and Ernst & Young as three of its ten members.

13/02/2019WRC03900Revenue Commissioners Data

13/02/2019WRC0400080. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of cash seized 
from persons exiting and entering the State by Revenue Commissioners enforcement officers 
at Dublin Airport in the past ten years; the amount of cash returned to persons on appeal to the 
Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7287/19]

13/02/2019WRC04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that since 
2009 they have seized €9,577,544 in cash from passengers entering or leaving the State via 
Dublin Airport. Cash is seized by Revenue if it is believed to represent the proceeds of crime. 

Of that amount, €1,091,358 has been returned as a result of a successful appeal to Revenue.  
In addition, €5,703,500 of the cash seized in Dublin Airport is the subject of on-going appeals.

Cash Seizures in Dublin Airport (2009-2018)

Year Amount Seized € Amount returned on appeal €
2009 718,043 24,600
2010 941,366 382,925
2011 547,385 22,000
2012 811,044 185,660
2013 1,233,058 107,111
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Year Amount Seized € Amount returned on appeal €
2014 777,405 90,850
2015 1,751,934 121,461
2016 913,815 81,519
2017 910,457 25,712
2018 973,037 49,520
Total 9,577,544 1,091,358

13/02/2019WRC04200Brexit Preparations

13/02/2019WRC0430081. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if information requested in cor-
respondence (details supplied) will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7379/19]

13/02/2019WRC04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government has always been clear 
that Brexit, in whatever form it takes, will have a negative economic impact on Ireland. Indeed, 
the Department of Finance has been to the forefront in assessing the impact of Brexit on our 
economy- commissioning joint research with the ESRI on the issue, including before the actual 
referendum. What is clear from this research and other studies is that the harder the Brexit the 
more negative the impact on Ireland. This analysis has focused on assessing the impact on the 
overall economy along with and identifying the sectors which are most exposed. These studies 
do not provide a detailed analysis by region. However, they do show that the most negative ef-
fects are likely to be felt in the agri-food and indigenous manufacturing sectors. 

While my Department’s central economic and fiscal planning scenario remains an orderly 
exit involving the UK leaving with a transition arrangement in place, the risk of a disorderly 
exit has increased in recent weeks. As part of the Government’s ongoing contingency planning 
for a no deal Brexit, the Department of Finance’s initial assessment of the economic and fiscal 
impact of ‘no deal’ Brexit was released on the 29th January 2019. In a disorderly exit, while 
in aggregate terms, the economy is likely to continue expanding, the pace of growth would be 
lower than is currently expected. 

The initial assessment by my Department suggests that the level of economic activity will 
be around 4¼ percentage points lower than our existing trajectory over the medium-term and 
will be around 6 percentage points lower compared to a ‘no Brexit’ scenario. This aggregate 
assessment incorporates an even larger impact on economic activity in labour-intensive sectors 
such as agri-food and indigenous small and medium-sized enterprises. 

This assessment is based an initial application of the latest UK estimates from the National 
Institute of Economic and Social Research, the UK equivalent of our ESRI. The Department 
and ESRI are preparing a more comprehensive update of their original work and the results 
will be published later this quarter. This output will be incorporated in the Stability Programme 
Update due to be published in April. 

It is important to recognise that such estimates may not capture the full impact, and the 
figures may be conservative. Indeed, the impact in certain exposed sectors and regions will be 
worse than the average.

Of course, it is important to point out that Ireland is facing the challenge of Brexit in a ro-
bust economic position, with the highest GDP growth in Europe and record employment levels. 
In addition, exports, job creation, inflation and public debt indicators are all strong. This will 
provide a stable platform for the external challenges that lie ahead.
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Since the referendum result in 2016, we have been taking steps to build up the resilience of 
the economy so that we have the capacity to deal with adverse economic shocks. This includes 
building up our Fiscal Buffers – by balancing our books and reducing our debt burden - and 
establishing the Rainy Day Fund. The Government will continue to work to strengthen the 
resilience of the economy, to maximise opportunities and to prepare our economy for the chal-
lenges of Brexit, including through the Ireland Connected Trade and Investment Strategy and 
the 10-year National Development Plan. 

In addition, recent budgets have introduced specific initiatives, such as loan supports for 
agri-businesses and SMEs, aimed at supporting those businesses most affected by Brexit. The 
Government will continue to work to improve the business environment – to make it more com-
petitive, to assist exporters to diversify markets, and to provide better infrastructure. That is the 
key to addressing the type of economic uncertainties which arise from Brexit. Longer-term, we 
need to mitigate against the potential of regulatory divergence between the UK and EU stan-
dards given its potential impact on trade and investment and the competitiveness of our busi-
nesses. We will therefore be working to minimise this impact and to ensure a level playing field.

13/02/2019WRC04500Departmental Budgets

13/02/2019WRC0460082. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he has sent 
communication from his Department in recent months requesting the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport to make budgetary savings in order to provide extra funding for the over-
spend in the national children’s hospital; and if so, if the correspondence will be published. 
[7301/19]

13/02/2019WRC04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has been engaging with the Department of Health and with other Departments, including 
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, in relation to how the increased costs of the 
National Children’s Hospital project in 2019 will be managed within the overall agreed capital 
allocation for 2019, in light of the multi-year management of the broad range of capital projects, 
amounting to upwards of €7 billion this year.  

I am bringing proposals to Government in this regard and decisions will be announced in 
due course. The overall intention is to proceed with our very ambitious agenda of strategic in-
frastructure investment throughout the course of 2019 and subsequent years, with the minimum 
of disruption to the rollout and delivery of key projects. 

13/02/2019WRD0010013/02/2019WRD00200Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRD0030083. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number 
of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm which completed each 
report; and the cost of each report. [7183/19]

13/02/2019WRD00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The number 
of reports commissioned from the companies in question by my Department in 2018 are listed 
in the table below:

Name of Company Number of Reports Amount Spent

Ernst & Young (EY)  1  €28,905
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Name of Company Number of Reports Amount Spent
Deloitte & Touche  1  €17,958
Arthur Andersen  0  -
KPMG  0  -
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)  0  -

13/02/2019WRD00500Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRD0060084. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the number 
of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount 
spent on consultants from each firm. [7200/19]

13/02/2019WRD00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The payments 
made by my Department in 2018 to the firms listed in the question are set out in the table below.  

Name of Company Amount Spent

Ernst & Young (EY) €28,905.00
Deloitte & Touche €22,478.25
Arthur Andersen  -
KPMG €199,850.40
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)  -

 Details of the numbers of consultants from each firm are not available.

13/02/2019WRD00800Capital Expenditure Programme

13/02/2019WRD0090085. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
attention has been drawn to cost overruns on public infrastructure projects; if so, the details of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7289/19]

13/02/2019WRD01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment monitors overall expenditure by Departments. Responsibility for the management of indi-
vidual projects rests with the relevant sponsoring Department or Agency.  As such, I would not 
be systematically informed of cost overruns at project level. 

The Deputy may have in mind funding of the National Children’s Hospital.  My Depart-
ment has been engaging with the Department of Health and with other Departments in relation 
to how the increased costs of the National Children’s Hospital project in 2019 will be managed 
within the overall agreed capital allocation for 2019, in light of the multi-year management of 
the broad range of capital projects amounting to upwards of €7 billion this year. 

The Government has approved proposals in this regard which I announced yesterday.  The 
overall intention is to proceed with our very ambitious agenda of strategic infrastructure invest-
ment throughout the course of 2019 and subsequent years, with the minimum of disruption to 
the rollout and delivery of key projects. 

13/02/2019WRD01100Public Sector Staff Recruitment

13/02/2019WRD0120086. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the prog-
ress made to date in terms of appointments from the panels of competitions held for clerical 
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officer in the Civil Service in 2018; when persons who have participated in the stage 3 of the 
selection process and are well placed on the panels for appointment on the counties Longford 
and Westmeath panels are likely to be reached in 2019; the number of persons recruited from 
these competitions in counties Longford or Westmeath to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [7382/19]

13/02/2019WRD01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Dep-
uty will be aware the Public Appointments Service (PAS) is an independent, statutory body 
which provides professional recruitment and selection services to the civil and public service.  

The PAS advertised a regional recruitment competition for Clerical Positions in the Civil 
Service in June, 2018 which attracted over 14,000 applications. This competition is being held 
in order to create panels of qualified individuals from which departments could draw when fill-
ing sanctioned vacancies. 

The number of positions available to any particular panel depends on the demand from de-
partments/offices and that demand is subject to their pay and numbers allocation. While every 
effort is made to make sure that panels are not large, placement on panels is no guarantee of 
appointment to a position. 

Clerical Officer panels for Longford and Westmeath were established in November 2018 
and I understand that PAS have not yet assigned candidates from either panel.

13/02/2019WRD01400DEIS Status

13/02/2019WRD0150087. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7159/19]

13/02/2019WRD01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware, and 
as I previously advised on this matter, all schools at both Primary and Post Primary are being 
assessed using the new identification model. The current identification model needs to be as ac-
curate as possible and further analysis is also required to examine other variables known to be 
strong predictors of educational disadvantage in the context of resource allocation.  Therefore, 
it is not intended to change the DEIS status of this school, or of any other schools, until this 
work is completed.  Direct correspondence has also issued to the school on this matter. 

13/02/2019WRD01700Schools Building Projects Status

13/02/2019WRD0180088. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a planned new primary school (details supplied) in County Cork; the patronage for the 
school; when he expects it to open; the location in which the permanent school building will be 
located; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7160/19]

13/02/2019WRD01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the Government recently announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next 
four years (2019 to 2022) including a new 8-classroom primary school to be established in 2019 
to serve the Glasheen_CorkCity/Pouladuff school planning area. This announcement follows 
nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my Department into the future need for pri-
mary and post-primary schools across the country and the 4-year horizon will enable increased 
lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary infrastructure. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
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a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  

An Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to all parents which will allow them to make an informed choice 
about their preferred model of patronage for their child’s education. Parental preferences were 
previously collected based on direct engagement with patron bodies. 

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG). Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG will submit a report with recommendations to me 
for consideration and final decision. 

The Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) opened for parental preferences on the 10th 
December 2018 for 12 primary schools to be established in 2019, including the school referred 
to by the Deputy and closed on the 15th January 2019. My Department are currently preparing 
assessment reports for the NSEG and it is anticipated that the successful patrons will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks. 

The assessment reports, including details on the number of parental preferences received for 
each of the areas and the NSEG recommendations, will be made available on my Department’s 
website. 

The school was announced as an 8 classroom school and will open with a single stream ju-
nior infant class in September 2019 in suitable interim accommodation. A planning application 
for temporary accommodation has been lodged in this regard.

In relation to the permanent school site, my Department will be examining all potential 
suitable site options to serve the relevant area. A decision will then be made as part of the site 
acquisition process in relation to an appropriate site for the school to which the Deputy refers 
and will be confirmed at a later date.

13/02/2019WRD02000Schools Amalgamation

13/02/2019WRD0210089. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a mat-
ter (details supplied) regarding a school amalgamation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7161/19]

13/02/2019WRD02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware the 
decision making authority for any amalgamation is the Patron/Trustees of the schools, and this 
is subject to the approval of my Department.

My Department is aware of a proposal from the Patron body and has sought further informa-
tion in relation to the proposed amalgamation. On receipt of this information further consider-
ation will be given to the proposal.

13/02/2019WRD02300Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRD0240090. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of reports 
commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each report; and 
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the cost of each report. [7176/19]

13/02/2019WRD0250091. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of consul-
tants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount spent on 
consultants from each firm. [7193/19]

13/02/2019WRD02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 90 and 91 together.

Details of consultancy payments made by my Department for the years 2011 to 2017 in-
clusive are available on the Department’s website https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/
Corporate-Reports/Financial-Reports/Expenditure-on-Consultancy. Information in relation to 
consultancy expenditure is compiled annually in respect of the previous year. The data in re-
spect of 2018 is currently being collated and will be published on our website at the end of the 
first quarter 2019.

13/02/2019WRD02800Schools Site Acquisitions

13/02/2019WRD0290092. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 89 of 6 February 2019, the cost of the renovation and the rate of rent that will be 
paid for the temporary school. [7220/19]

13/02/2019WRD03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): While my Department has 
received the landlord’s approval to apply for planning permission to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 
County Council to use a building on Ballymoss Road, Sandyford Business Park as the interim 
location for a school, negotiations are not yet finalised.

The Deputy will appreciate that due to commercial sensitivities I am not in a position to 
provide further details at this point.

13/02/2019WRD03100Cóiríocht Scoile

13/02/2019WRD0320093. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den an Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an bh-
fuarthas iarratas le haghaidh cóiríocht scoile bhreise ó scoil (sonraí tugtha) i gContae Dhún na 
nGall; an aithníonn sé go bhfuil géarghá leis an tionscadal seo a thógáil ar shuíomh na scoile 
chun freastal ar a gcuid riachtanas; cathain a ndéanfar cinneadh ina leith; agus an ndéanfaidh sé 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [7235/19]

13/02/2019WRD03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Is féidir liom a dheimhniú don 
Teachta go bhfuil iarratas faighte ag mo Roinnse, i gcomhair cistiú caipitil, ón scoil atá i gceist.

Tá an t-iarratas á bhreithniú faoi láthair agus cuirfear cinneadh in iúl d’údarás na scoile 
chomh luath is a bheidh an próiseas measúnaithe curtha i gcrích.

13/02/2019WRD03400Teachers’ Remuneration

13/02/2019WRD0350094. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he will end pay 
inequality among teachers. [7236/19]

13/02/2019WRD03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The public service agreements 
have allowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start. The starting salary for 
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a new entrant teacher in 2012 was €30,702. As a result of the programme of pay restoration, the 
starting salary of a teacher is now €36,318 and from 1 October 2020 onwards will be €37,692. 

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisation 
for new entrants to the public service.”

The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of this provision by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further change which would provide a two 
scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such an adjust-
ment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education accounts for 
€83 million. The report also acknowledges that, during the financial crisis, there were policy 
changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public sector (includ-
ing education). 

The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the education 
sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants.

On 24 September 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government and the public 
services committee of ICTU in respect of new entrant pay. 

This agreement will benefit 16,000 teachers within the education sector. For example, a 
teacher hired in September 2011 will see their salary increase from €45,200 in September 2018 
to €53,062 in September 2020 under the PSSA agreement and the 24 September agreement.

These restorations for new entrants have been achieved through continued engagement and 
collective bargaining between the Government and the public service unions and shows the 
benefits that such engagement can bring. 

13/02/2019WRD03700Lease Agreements

13/02/2019WRD0380095. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a copy of a lease 
(details supplied) can be retrieved from the archives; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7237/19]

13/02/2019WRD03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department are making 
inquiries in respect of the Deputy’s query and officials from my Department will respond di-
rectly to the Deputy in due course. 

13/02/2019WRD04000Student Support Schemes

13/02/2019WRD0410096. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Education and Skills the potential fund-
ing streams that assist young students of music to travel to the United States of America to 
engage in workshops and programmes in order to develop their talents; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [7302/19]

13/02/2019WRD04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department funds a num-
ber of music education organisations, both directly and through a number of initiatives, includ-
ing Music Generation and the Non-Mainstream Music Education Bursary.  These initiatives are 
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intended to be accessible to all learners. My Department does not directly fund scholarships for 
individuals or schools to attend workshops and programmes abroad. 

Music Generation was formed by a partnership between U2, Music Network, the Inter-
national Funds for Ireland and the education sector has enabled a series of Music Education 
Partnerships (MEPs) to be established around the country on a phased basis to provide vocal 
and instrumental music tuition for young people. The intention was that the philanthropic con-
tributions would fund 50% of the initiative in the early years of development with local Music 
Education Partners (ETBs and local authorities) providing the other 50%, and that programmes 
would be continued into the future with Exchequer funding when the philanthropic donations 
cease.

Philanthropic funding for Phase 1 of Music Generation was phased out and the Department 
of Education and Skills has taken over 50% funding of Music Generation between 2014 and 
2016, with the balance provided by partners in the local MEPs. In 2016 all funding for estab-
lished Phase 1 Music Education Partnerships came from the DES and the local partnerships, 
without philanthropic support.

Agreement was given for Phase 2 of Music Generation to proceed by the Department in 
2016. Funded initially by philanthropic donations (U2 and The Ireland Funds) it involves the 
launch of up to 9 new Music Education Partnerships. These are initially being funded by philan-
thropic funding, including from U2, but will move, as for Phase 1, towards exchequer funding. 

On 7 December 2017, at the launch of the Creative Youth programme, An Taoiseach an-
nounced that Phase 3 of Music Generation would proceed in the coming years, funded entirely 
with exchequer funding.  This final phase will see Music Generation reach all areas of the 
country. 

Music Generation currently reaches over 41,000 children and young people annually. This 
number will increase annually as more MEPs are established and rollout. 

The Non-Mainstream Music Education Bursary is a DES funded initiative to provide ad-
ditional funding to non-mainstream educational initiatives. The purpose of the scheme is to 
provide support by way of a cash grant, to established, smaller-scale, non-mainstream music 
education/community music initiatives with limited or no access to other forms of public fund-
ing. Grants are not intended for use on capital expenditure such as structural/building costs, 
but can be used for instruments. Award of the bursary is done based on published criteria. The 
scheme was first established in 2016 and continued in both 2017 and 2018. An announcement 
regarding the Bursary in 2019 will be made in the coming weeks. 

13/02/2019WRD04300Brexit Issues

13/02/2019WRD0440097. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be no 
changes to the structure or layout of a former military installation (details supplied) pending 
resolution of the terms of the British exit from the European Union and a full appraisal of the 
security requirements of the Army and An Garda Síochána in the Border region; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7386/19]

13/02/2019WRD04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In March 2012, Cavan and 
Monaghan Education and Training Board (CMETB), acquired the former Dún Uí Neill Army 
barracks with a view to centralise their further education and training service provision and cre-
ate opportunities for expansion. The barracks site was also earmarked as a permanent home for 
Cavan College of Further Education.
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As the Deputy is aware, a building project for Cavan College of Further Education is includ-
ed on my Department’s six-year construction programme and CMETB has recently submitted 
a schedule of accommodation in this regard. In the context of progressing this building project, 
officials from the Department’s planning and building unit will be liaise with the ETB.

I appreciate that the Deputy is clearly looking at the impact on the Border in the context of 
a “no deal” exit from the European Union by the United Kingdom. I take this opportunity to 
reiterate that the Government remains firmly of the view that the only way to ensure an orderly 
withdrawal is to ratify the withdrawal agreement endorsed by the European Council and agreed 
with the British Government.

Naturally, we must monitor developments and recent events in the UK Parliament. The 
Government is not preparing for a hard border. There is no secret plan. Ireland and the European 
Union are at one on the issue. The Commission has clarified its statement, making it clear that 
the European Union is determined to do all it can, deal or no deal, to avoid the need for a border 
and protect the peace process. 

13/02/2019WRD04600Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRD0470098. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of reports 
commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each report; and 
the cost of each report. [7182/19]

13/02/2019WRD0480099. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of consul-
tants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount spent on 
consultants from each firm. [7199/19]

13/02/2019WRD04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 98 and 99 together.

My Department has not commissioned any reports from the firms detailed in the period in 
question. 

On the matter of consultants contracted to perform work, following a competitive tender 
process, EY was engaged to assist in the delivery of the Annual Audit Work Programme, work-
ing with the Internal Audit Unit under the direction of the Head of Internal Audit of my De-
partment.  A total of 11 EY employees were contracted at various stages throughout 2018 with 
a total cost of approximately €464,000.  At present there are 7 such persons working with the 
Internal Audit Unit.

While it is outside the parameters of the question asked, the Deputy may also wish to note 
that EY carried out a review of the Department’s change programme in 2017, following a com-
petitive tender process, at a cost of €76,568, with the report delivered in 2018. 

Furthermore, following a competitive tender process in September/October 2018, EY was 
selected as the Department’s Implementation Partner for its Transformation Programme. This 
commenced operation on 7th January 2019. 

I have asked agencies under the aegis of the Department to respond to you directly on the 
matters raised.

13/02/2019WRE00300Citizenship Applications
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13/02/2019WRE00400100. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason persons 
(details supplied) in County Mayo are being refused citizenship; his views on whether there is 
a discrepancy in the way the INIS is applying the rules; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7210/19]

13/02/2019WRE00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The statutory conditions 
for naturalisation set out in the Irish Nationality & Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, require 
that an applicant have a period of 1 year’s continuous residence in the State immediately before 
the date of application. In addition, an applicant must have four years residence in the State 
during the 8 years immediately preceding that period (in the case of an application based on 
being the spouse or civil partner of an Irish citizen the Act reduces this further period to 2 years 
during the preceding 4 years). 

Applicants must therefore establish to the Ministers satisfaction that they have been resident 
in the State for these periods in order to be eligible for naturalisation. To this end, applicants 
should submit evidence with their application verifying that they satisfy the residency require-
ments for naturalisation. Failure to do so could result in an application for naturalisation being 
deemed ineligible. 

Applicants should also note that compliance with the statutory conditions for naturalisation 
set out in the 1956 Act does not automatically mean that an applicant will be granted a certifi-
cate of naturalisation. This is because in cases where the statutory conditions for naturalisation 
have been satisfied the Minister nonetheless retains an absolute discretion as to whether to grant 
a certificate of naturalisation. 

It is therefore very important for applicants to note that any absences from the State in 
excess of six weeks during the year immediately preceding the date of their application could 
result in the Minister exercising his absolute discretion to refuse to grant a certificate of natural-
isation notwithstanding that they may have satisfied the statutory conditions for same set out in 
the 1956 Act. Where applicants are absent from the State in excess of six weeks during the year 
immediately preceding the date of their application the policy of the Minister is to only grant a 
certificate of naturalisation if satisfied that the travel was demonstrably unavoidable or due to 
exceptional circumstances. Applicants who find themselves in this position should submit as 
much information as possible with their application to verify that any travel outside of the State 
in excess of six weeks during the year immediately preceding their application was unavoidable 
or due to exceptional circumstances. 

Every application for naturalisation is considered having regard to circumstances of the 
applicant, the statutory conditions for naturalisation set out in the 1956 Act and the Ministers 
policy on the need for applicants to be physically present in the State for the full duration of the 
year immediately preceding the date of application 

The applications for naturalisation in respect of the persons referred to by the Deputy have 
been reviewed and the position remains as stated in the original decision. The applicants were 
informed of this by letters dated 24 October 2018.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
when they are in a position to meet the statutory conditions for naturalisation prescribed in the 
Act.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
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The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

13/02/2019WRE00600Residency Permits

13/02/2019WRE00700101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for residency status in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7225/19]

13/02/2019WRE00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in response to a notifica-
tion pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), written 
representations have been submitted on behalf of the person concerned.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.    

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/02/2019WRE00900Visa Applications

13/02/2019WRE01000102. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied 
with the time taken to process visitor visas for persons coming here for business reasons; the 
average expected time between receipt of the application and decision; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7227/19]

13/02/2019WRE01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that decisions regarding the 
grant or refusal of visas are made in a number of INIS Visa Offices overseas, the INIS Visa Of-
fice in Dublin, and at Embassies of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade which process 
certain visa applications under delegated sanction from my Department. 

As of 11 February 2019, the Dublin Visa Office was processing business visa applications 
received on 4 February 2019.  Processing times for other Visa Offices overseas and for Embas-
sies will vary but are generally between 3 and 10 days at this time.

There has been an increase in the number of visa applications across most categories of 
people wishing to come to Ireland for a variety of purposes.  Notwithstanding, processing times 
are still on a par with, and in many cases have been significantly improved upon, those of the 
same time last year.  

More generally, there has been an improvement in processing times for visas in recent 
weeks.  It is expected that this will improve further in the coming weeks.  However, it should 
be noted that processing times in Visa Offices may vary having regard to seasonal demands, the 
volume of applications received, the particular merits of individual applications, their complex-
ity, whether the need to investigate or enquire further, and the resources available.  
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The Deputy can be assured that every effort is made to keep processing times to a minimum, 
and a number of measures have been put in place to deal with the increased demand for visas 
to come to Ireland.  This has included the assignment of additional staff to help process appli-
cations, and more generally the streamlining of visa processes where possible.  I am advised 
that this is making a difference to the point where processing times are generally within the ad-
ministrative target set by INIS, these targets taking into account the time required to undertake 
essential checks. The targets themselves have not been adjusted to take account of the increased 
numbers of visa applications in certain locations.  The position in this regard is being kept under 
review, and will be monitored closely in the coming months.

13/02/2019WRE01200Brexit Issues

13/02/2019WRE01300103. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the consider-
ation given to the effect of the non-application post Brexit of Regulation 2201/2003 on recogni-
tion of divorces and child abduction cases involving the UK and Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [7233/19]

13/02/2019WRE01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department has been 
engaged in an analysis of the impact of Brexit on the area of civil justice, including family 
law. In that regard, consultation is ongoing with the Office of the Attorney General, relevant 
Government Departments, State bodies and other stakeholders, and the European Commission.

 The Deputy will be aware of the European Commission Notice to Stakeholders, as pub-
lished on 18 January 2019, which sets out the consequences in the field of civil justice and pri-
vate international law in the event that there is a “no deal” Brexit.  That notice can be accessed 
at the following link:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/notice_to_stakeholders_brexit_civil_justice_rev1_
final.pdf

EU Council Regulation 2201/2003 concerning jurisdiction and the recognition and enforce-
ment of judgments in matrimonial matters and the matters of parental responsibility (also known 
as the Brussels II bis or the Brussels IIa Regulation) provides for EU judicial co-operation and 
recognition and enforcement of judgments in cross-border matrimonial matters.  This will be 
affected by the withdrawal of the UK from the European Union since, absent a withdrawal 
agreement that covers these areas post-Brexit, the UK will essentially become a third country.  
Among the areas of family law covered by this instrument are foreign divorce recognition, child 
abduction and custody of, and access to, children.

 A person who is, or is likely to be, relying upon this Regulation in a cross-border family 
law case involving the UK on or after the withdrawal date of 29 March should consider seek-
ing legal advice as to how the withdrawal may impact upon the circumstances of his or her 
particular case.

 In some areas of family law, there are international conventions that will apply to proceed-
ings involving Ireland and the UK and which will provide a substitute for the existing EU Regu-
lation.  The 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction will 
continue to apply as between Ireland and the UK.  The 1996 Hague Convention on Jurisdiction, 
Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Cooperation in Respect of Parental Responsi-
bility and Measures for the Protection of Children will also continue to apply.

 Insofar as the recognition in Ireland of divorces obtained in the UK is concerned, the Do-
micile and Recognition of Foreign Divorces Act 1986 sets out the circumstances in which a 
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divorce granted in a non-EU jurisdiction on or after 2 October 1986 will be recognised.  Under 
section 5 of the 1986 Act, a divorce shall be recognised in Ireland if it was granted in the coun-
try where either spouse was domiciled at the date of the institution of the divorce proceedings.  
Thus in a “no deal” Brexit scenario, the UK will in effect become a non-EU jurisdiction and 
the basis for recognition in Ireland of divorces obtained in the UK will, under the 1986 Act as it 
now is,  become domicile as opposed to the current position under the relevant EU regulation, 
which is habitual residence. 

13/02/2019WRE01500Direct Provision System

13/02/2019WRE01600104. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further 
to Parliamentary Question Nos. 109 to 111, inclusive, of 7 November 2018, if all direct pro-
vision centres are complying with his instructions as set out in the response that they should 
provide feminine hygiene products to residents; the way in which this instruction has been com-
municated; and the follow-up work carried out to ensure that each direct provision centre is in 
compliance. [7269/19]

13/02/2019WRE01700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
Following the commitment that I gave in the House in November 2018, all managers in ac-
commodation centres were emailed and advised that those centres who are not operating the 
independent living model should supply feminine hygiene products to female residents at no 
cost on request.  

I have instructed my Department to ensure that information in relation to the supply of femi-
nine hygiene products is widely communicated. 

It should be noted that in conjunction with the roll out of the public procurement programme 
throughout the state, more centres are moving to the independent living model which allows 
residents to procure through a weekly points system all of their shopping requirements in rela-
tion to food, toiletries and personal hygiene products.  

13/02/2019WRE01800Naturalisation Applications

13/02/2019WRE01900105. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an applica-
tion for citizenship and supporting documentation, including original passport, birth certificate 
and public services card, in the case of a person (details supplied), which was sent on 12 De-
cember 2018, has been received; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7286/19]

13/02/2019WRE02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that an application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy has been received, however 
it was not accompanied by the prescribed application fee.

A letter issued to the person concerned on 8 February 2019, returning the original docu-
ments and requesting the fee and certain other documentation and a reply is awaited. Upon 
receipt of the prescribed fee and requested documentation the case will be further processed. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.   
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It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.   

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/02/2019WRE02100Airport Passenger Data

13/02/2019WRE02200106. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legislative 
and operational measures undertaken to establish an advance passenger information system. 
[7318/19]

13/02/2019WRE02300107. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an advance pas-
senger information system has been put in place; and the number of cases detected and notified 
to date to the relevant authorities of other countries and international organisations. [7320/19]

13/02/2019WRE02400108. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if an advance pas-
senger information system has not yet been put into place; the reason therefor; and the way in 
which and when he plans to make it operational. [7322/19]

13/02/2019WRE02500109. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legislative and 
operational measures undertaken to develop Ireland’s capability to collect, process and analyse 
passenger name record data with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for 
the purpose of preventing, detecting and investigating terrorist offences and related travel and 
to share such data with other relevant states. [7326/19]

13/02/2019WRE02600110. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the challenges 
faced in setting capacity to collect, process and analyse passenger name record data. [7328/19]

13/02/2019WRE02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 106 to 110, inclusive, together.

The European Union (Passenger Name Record Data) Regulations 2018 transpose into Irish 
law, Directive (EU) 2016/681 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 
on the use of passenger name record (PNR) data for the prevention, detection, investigation and 
prosecution of terrorist offences and serious crime.  

The Directive requires Member States to establish a Passenger Information Unit (PIU) to 
collect PNR data from air carriers and transfer and exchange that data or the result of the pro-
cessing of the data with various bodies as provided for by law. 

The Irish PIU is a part of the Department of Justice and Equality and was formally estab-
lished on 25 May 2018. The primary function of the PIU is to identify persons who require 
further examination by a competent authority.  

The Regulations provide that PNR data shall not be processed in such a manner as to reveal 
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a person’s race or ethnic origin, political opinions, religion or philosophical beliefs, trade union 
membership, health, sexual life or sexual orientation. 

The Regulations also provide that an assessment of passengers prior to their arrival in or 
departure from the State carried out against pre-determined criteria shall be carried out in a 
non-discriminatory manner. The pre-determined criteria must be targeted, proportionate and 
specific in nature, regularly reviewed and shall not, in any circumstances, be based on the fac-
tors referred to above, e.g., a person’s race, ethnic origin, etc. 

The Regulations provide for the appointment to the PIU of a Data Protection Officer respon-
sible for monitoring the processing of PNR data and for data protection safeguards under the 
Regulation and a Data Protection Officer has been duly appointed.  

Regulation 15 provides that the Data Protection Commission is responsible for advising on 
and monitoring the application of the Regulations within the State with a view to protecting 
fundamental rights in relation to the processing of personal data. 

The Regulations provide for the exchange of PNR data with other Member States, Europol 
and third countries for the prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution of terrorist of-
fences and serious crime. As the Deputy will appreciate, it would be contrary to the public inter-
est to disclose details of any such exchanges. 

Finally, the PIU has also assumed responsibility for collecting and processing data obtained 
under the European Communities (Communication of Passenger Data) Regulations 2011 - this 
data is usually referred to as Advance Passenger Information (API). 

Under the 2011 Regulations, API data is collected to facilitate the operation and adminis-
tration of the law concerning the entry into, presence in, departure and removal from the State 
of persons and for other specified persons. API data is used by members of the Department’s 
Border Management Unit to facilitate them in their immigration control functions. 

13/02/2019WRE03200Anti-Terrorism Measures

13/02/2019WRE03300111. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the legislative and 
operational measures he has undertaken to develop and implement systems to collect biometric 
data to responsibly identify terrorists. [7332/19]

13/02/2019WRE03400112. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the challenges be-
ing faced in setting capacity to collect biometric data to responsibly identify terrorists. [7334/19]

13/02/2019WRE03500113. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is sharing 
biometric data relating to terrorist activities with other relevant states, Interpol and other rel-
evant international bodies. [7336/19]

13/02/2019WRE03600114. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the way in which 
he is ensuring that the collection and exchange of biometric data is carried out in compliance 
with domestic and international human rights law. [7338/19]

13/02/2019WRE03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 111 to 114, inclusive, together.

The information requested by the Deputy cannot be provided in the time available. I have 
requested the information sought from the Garda Commissioner and I will write to the Deputy 
on receipt of same. 
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13/02/2019WRF00200Commencement of Legislation

13/02/2019WRF00300115. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
commencement of the remaining parts of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7376/19]

13/02/2019WRF00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a modern statutory framework to support decision-mak-
ing by adults with capacity difficulties. The Act was signed into law on 30 December 2015 
but has not yet been fully commenced.  New administrative processes and support measures, 
including the setting up of the Decision Support Service within the Mental Health Commission 
(a body under the Department of Health), must be put in place before the substantive provisions 
of the Act can be commenced.   

A number of provisions of the 2015 Act were commenced in October 2016 in order to prog-
ress the setting up of the Decision Support Service. The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provisions) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 515 of 2016), brought 
Part 1 (Preliminary and General) and Part 9 (Director of the Decision Support Service) of the 
Act, other than sections 3, 4 and 7 in Part 1 and sections 96 and 102 and Chapter 3 in Part 9, into 
operation on 17 October 2016. These provisions were brought into operation in order to enable 
the recruitment of the Director of the Decision Support Service.  

The commencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for ad-
vance healthcare directives, is a matter for the Minister for Health.  The Minister for Health, 
under the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provi-
sions) (No. 2) Order 2016 (S.I. No. 517 of 2016), brought some provisions of Part 8 of the Act 
into operation on 17 October 2016. The provisions commenced in Part 8 were the definition 
of “Minister” in section 82; the definitions of “code of practice” and “working group” in sec-
tion 91(1); and section 91(2).  The commenced provisions provide for the establishment by the 
Minister for Health of a multi-disciplinary group to make recommendations to the Director of 
the Decision Support Service in relation to codes of practice on advance healthcare directives.  

The Minister for Health commenced the remainder of section 91 on 17 December 2018 
(S.I. No. 527 of 2018) to enable the Director of the Decision Support Service to progress the 
preparation of the codes of practice as soon as the multi-disciplinary group submits its recom-
mendations to the Director.   

The remainder of the 2015 Act has not yet been commenced. A high-level Steering Group 
comprised of senior officials from the Department of Justice and Equality, the Department of 
Health, the Mental Health Commission and the Courts Service, together with the Director of the 
Decision Support Service, is overseeing the establishment and commissioning of the Decision 
Support Service and this work is ongoing. The key preparations are being put in place under 
the oversight of the Steering Group to allow for further commencement orders for the provi-
sions of the 2015 Act to be made when the Decision Support Service is ready to roll out the new 
decision-making support options. Every effort is underway to ensure that the Decision Support 
Service has all necessary capacity to open for business as soon as possible.  While the Decision 
Support Service has been working towards being operational and ready for the commencement 
of the main provisions of the Act in 2020, the situation is being kept under review as the prepa-
ratory work on implementation moves forward.  

The 2019 Revised Estimates Volume provides for an allocation of €3.5 million in the Justice 
and Equality Vote for the establishment of the Decision Support Service.
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13/02/2019WRF00450Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRF00475116. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed 
each report; and the cost of each report..  [7171/19]

13/02/2019WRF00487117. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and 
the amount spent on consultants from each firm. [7188/19]

13/02/2019WRF00493Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 116 and 117 together.

Details of contracts that my Department entered into during 2018 with the named compa-
nies are set out in the table below.

Company Contract Details   Cost 
KPMG Data Analysis and Benchmarking Exercise for the Personal 

Injuries Commission. 
€43,050 

PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PWC)   

Developed an information guide for SME’s on currency risk.   €11,070   

13/02/2019WRF00500Primary Care Reimbursement Service Payments

13/02/2019WRF00600118. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of claims made to 
the Primary Care Reimbursement Service of the Health Service Executive under the drug pay-
ment scheme for children between zero and 15 years of age for adrenaline auto-injectors in each 
of the years 2010 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7162/19]

13/02/2019WRF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRF00800Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRF00900119. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of reports commissioned 
from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each report; and the cost of each 
report [7180/19]

13/02/2019WRF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy 
is not immediately available. I have surveyed the Department and the collated replies will be 
prepared into a full response to the Deputy as soon as possible.

13/02/2019WRF01100Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRF01200120. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of consultants from 
firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount spent on consul-
tants from each firm [7197/19]

13/02/2019WRF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
as set out hereunder -
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Ernst & Young (EY) - Independent Expert Review of Delayed Discharges   

The total amount paid in 2018 was €71,955.00 and reflected a fee in respect of a team. 

Deloitte Ireland - Provision of Actuarial and Insurance Advisory Services

The total amount paid in 2018 was €69,021.45.  Advice is provided as and when required 
and charges are based on a blended daily rate. 

It is the policy in my Department only to engage the services of external consultants where 
highly specialised skills are not available within the Department and, in particular, when such 
an approach is felt to be more appropriate and cost-effective.

13/02/2019WRF01400Hospital Appointments Status

13/02/2019WRF01500121. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Health when a person 
(details supplied) will receive urgent surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[7204/19]

13/02/2019WRF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

13/02/2019WRF01700Hospital Appointments Status

13/02/2019WRF01800122. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will be 
expedited for a person (details supplied). [7205/19]

13/02/2019WRF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.
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In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

13/02/2019WRF02000Ambulance Service Staff

13/02/2019WRF02100123. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the number of the 1,800 mem-
bers of the National Ambulance Service availing of the mechanism to have union deductions 
taken by the NAS payroll; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7213/19]

13/02/2019WRF02200124. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the number of members of the 
National Ambulance Service that were having deductions taken for union membership (details 
supplied) on the date in question; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7214/19]

13/02/2019WRF02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 123 and 
124 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to these Deputy on this matters.

13/02/2019WRF02500Ambulance Service Data

13/02/2019WRF02600125. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the number of the 1,800 Na-
tional Ambulance Staff directly involved with patients; the number in an administrative role; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7215/19]

13/02/2019WRF02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

13/02/2019WRF02800Abortion Services Provision

13/02/2019WRF02900126. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the efforts being taken to re-
move a false HSE website disseminating false information on abortion services; his plans to 
protect the dissemination of information on abortion services in the future; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7219/19]

13/02/2019WRF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

13/02/2019WRF03100Hospital Appointments Status

13/02/2019WRF03200127. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7221/19]

13/02/2019WRF03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

13/02/2019WRF03400Occupational Therapy Provision

13/02/2019WRF03500128. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review and schedule an 
occupational therapy appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7222/19]

13/02/2019WRF03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRF03700Hospital Appointments Status

13/02/2019WRF03800129. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be ex-
pedited for a person (details supplied). [7224/19]

13/02/2019WRF03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

13/02/2019WRF04000Hospitals Building Programme
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13/02/2019WRF04100130. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the €50 million that has to be 
provided from the 2019 budget of his Department relating to the cost of the national children’s 
hospital will not delay a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7228/19]

13/02/2019WRF04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project. The re-
quirements of the new children’s hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration.  

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure 
projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation to the current position of 
capital developments at St. Camillus’ Hospital Limerick.

13/02/2019WRF04300General Practitioner Services

13/02/2019WRF04400131. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if there is a procedure in place for 
availing of a service (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7232/19]

13/02/2019WRF04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): People who do not hold a medical card or 
GP visit card access GP services on a private basis and can make enquiries directly to any GP 
practice they wish to register with.

GPs are private contractors and it is a matter for each individual GP to decide whether to 
accept additional private patients.  In some instances GP practices have a full list of patients 
and cannot take on new patients.  If this happens, patients should contact other GP practices in 
their area.

While I have no role in relation to such matters, I would expect clinicians to consider the 
importance of patients having access to a GP service close to home when deciding whether or 
not to accept private patients.

13/02/2019WRF04600Hospital Appointments Status

13/02/2019WRF04700132. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for an operation in the case of a person (details supplied); the timeframe for pre-assess-
ment; the position of the person on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [7245/19]

13/02/2019WRF04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
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uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

13/02/2019WRG0010013/02/2019WRG00200HSE Funding

13/02/2019WRG00300133. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the organisations in County Wex-
ford that received HSE funding for the provision of talk therapies such as counselling and psy-
chotherapy in 2018; and the funding provided to each organisation. [7246/19]

13/02/2019WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/02/2019WRG00500Health Services Staff Data

13/02/2019WRG00600134. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of counsellors at 
grade code 391T employed by CAMHS in each CHO. [7256/19]

13/02/2019WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/02/2019WRG00800Health Services Staff Data

13/02/2019WRG00900135. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of counsellors at 
grade code 391T employed by CAMHS in County Wexford. [7257/19]

13/02/2019WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

13/02/2019WRG01100Health Services Staff Data

13/02/2019WRG01200136. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of counselling psy-
chologists at grade code 3691 employed by the HSE in each CHO. [7258/19]

13/02/2019WRG01300137. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the number of counselling psy-
chologists grade code 3691 employed by the HSE in County Wexford. [7259/19]

13/02/2019WRG01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 136 and 
137 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

13/02/2019WRG01600Hospital Appointments Status
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13/02/2019WRG01700138. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); if there is a timeframe for pre-assessment; the place of the 
person on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7260/19]

13/02/2019WRG01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

13/02/2019WRG01900Medical Card Applications

13/02/2019WRG02000139. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be 
made on a medical card application by a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7273/19]

13/02/2019WRG02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/02/2019WRG02200HSE Properties

13/02/2019WRG02300140. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a location (details 
supplied); the provisions being made for the graveyard on the site; if it will be part of the sale in 
progress; if the site will be preserved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7291/19]

13/02/2019WRG02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of the healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to respond 
directly to you in relation to this matter.

13/02/2019WRG02500Hospitals Building Programme

13/02/2019WRG02600141. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health when the new surgical block 
of Sligo University Hospital will proceed to stage 2B design and the planning application stage; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7296/19]

13/02/2019WRG02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.
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13/02/2019WRG02800National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

13/02/2019WRG02900142. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual running costs 
of the national children’s hospital. [7297/19]

13/02/2019WRG03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Children’s Health Ireland has advised that 
the operating expenditure forecast for the new children’s hospital and urgent care centres when 
open is estimated at €366m for 2023 (including the Managed Equipment Service, ICT op-
erational costs, increased activity and the new hospital operating model).  These costings are 
subject to revision in the light of nationally agreed pay increases, non-pay inflation and other 
external factors arising in the interim. Operation costs beyond 2023 will be dealt with through 
the normal annual estimates process and will be affected by pay and non-pay inflation and nor-
mal service developments.

13/02/2019WRG03100Primary Medical Certificates Applications

13/02/2019WRG03200143. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if a decision to deny a person 
(details supplied) a primary medical certificate will be reviewed (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7304/19]

13/02/2019WRG03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): To qualify 
for the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme, which is oper-
ated by the Revenue Commissioners, an applicant must have a Primary Medical Certificate.  
To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate, an applicant must be permanently and severely 
disabled within the terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) 
Regulations 1994 and satisfy a range of conditions.  The eligibility criteria for the scheme are 
set by the Department of Finance.

The extent of the involvement of health personnel in the scheme relates to making a profes-
sional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant satisfies the medical criteria 
set out in the Department of Finance regulations.  These Health Service Executive (HSE) Se-
nior Medical Officers have no role in setting or amending the eligibility criteria.

A successful applicant is provided with a Primary Medical Certificate.  An unsuccessful ap-
plicant can appeal the HSE’s Senior Medical Officer’s decision to the Disabled Drivers Medical 
Board of Appeal, which is under the auspices of the Minister for Finance.  The Appeal Board 
makes a new clinical determination in respect of the applicant.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy. 

13/02/2019WRG03400Disability Services Provision

13/02/2019WRG03500144. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 338 of 4 December 2018, when a reply will issue from the HSE. [7305/19]

13/02/2019WRG03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I understand 
that the HSE issued a reply to the Deputy on 18th December 2018. I have requested that a copy 
of the reply is re-issued to the Deputy.
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13/02/2019WRG03700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

13/02/2019WRG03800145. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Health the position regarding persons with 
type 1 diabetes over 21 years of age being granted a FreeStyle Libre monitoring machine; when 
persons with type 1 diabetics over 21 years of age will be allowed the same choices as those 
under 21 years of age (details supplied); and the price difference between the use of FreeStyle 
Libre and other devices for which blood test strips are required. [7308/19]

13/02/2019WRG03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRG04000Disabilities Assessments

13/02/2019WRG04100146. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an assessment of need following a complaint raised with the HSE. [7313/19]

13/02/2019WRG04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRG04300National Children’s Hospital Administration

13/02/2019WRG04400147. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the risk registers from the National 
Paediatric Hospital Development Board for 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, respectively, will 
be published. [7373/19]

13/02/2019WRG04500148. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the board minutes of the National 
Paediatric Hospital Development Board from 2017, 2018 and to date in 2019, respectively will 
be published. [7374/19]

13/02/2019WRG04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 147 and 
148 together.

As this questions relates to documents held by the National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board, I have asked that they respond to you directly.

13/02/2019WRH0010013/02/2019WRH00200Mental Health Services

13/02/2019WRH00300149. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the way in which a person can ac-
cess information (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7375/19]
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13/02/2019WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Clinicians in all spe-
cialties engage regularly with family members about the treatment of patients in their care.  In 
the case of patients in psychiatric facilities, the Mental Health Commission encourage the ac-
tive involvement, from admission to discharge, of a resident and his/her family/carer or chosen 
advocate, where appropriate including the provision of adequate information.

In addition, the Expert Group Review of the Mental Health Act 2001 in its 2015 Report 
recommended that there should be greater ‘proactive encouragement for the patient at all stages 
to involve his/her family/carer and/or chosen advocate in the admission process and in the de-
velopment of the care and treatment plan. 

However, it is important to point out that clinicians can only discuss details of a patient’s 
condition and treatment with family members where the patient has specifically consented to 
the sharing of such information.

Where consent is concerned, psychiatric care is treated no differently to any other medical 
speciality.  Whatever condition a patient suffers from, it is entirely a matter for the patient as 
to what his/her Doctor can disclose to family members.  The safeguarding of patient confiden-
tiality is a fundamental principle of medical ethics which dates back to the Hippocratic Oath. 
Confidentiality is both a patient’s right and a doctor’s duty.

Having said that, notwithstanding the fact that Doctors have a responsibility to protect their 
patient, there are circumstances where it may be necessary to disclose information about a 
patient where they are at serious risk of harm to themselves or others and this includes, for 
example, where a child or elderly person is at risk of violence or abuse. Medical Council guide-
lines specifically allow for this to happen and that course of action has always been available 
to Doctors.

In the case outlined by the Deputy, the person in question can ask the treating clinician if 
the patient has refused consent to share treatment.  If still dissatisfied with the clinician’s an-
swer, the person can raise the matter with the hospital manager or the complaints officer in the 
hospital.

13/02/2019WRH00500Hospital Appointments Status

13/02/2019WRH00600150. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [7378/19]

13/02/2019WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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13/02/2019WRH00800Afforestation Programme

13/02/2019WRH00900151. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to change the rate of premium payments for afforestation to ensure that full-time farmers 
receive a higher rate of payment than persons who are not dependent on farming for an income; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7158/19]

13/02/2019WRH01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The current 
Forestry Programme (2014-2020) commenced in 2015 and offers an ambitious and attractive 
set of forestry measures aimed at increasing timber production and continuing to provide up to 
12,000 jobs in the forestry sector while at the same time improving the quality of the natural en-
vironment. The afforestation scheme offers a fixed grant towards the costs, subject to the maxi-
mum laid down in the scheme’s terms and conditions. In addition, annual premiums are payable 
to new forests which qualify for an afforestation grant for a maximum period of 15 years.

There is no distinction between the rate paid to farmers, whether full or part-time, and non-
farmers under the Programme as the aim is to make the afforestation scheme accessible to all 
landowners. It should be noted that the category of non-farmer includes those with an associa-
tion with farming such as retired farmers, sons and daughters of farmers or other relatives who  
have inherited land and wish to retain their connection with the land. For this reason, I am satis-
fied that the bulk of  forestry payments are paid to and remain in rural Ireland. 

13/02/2019WRH01100Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRH01200152. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each 
report; and the cost of each report. [7170/19]

13/02/2019WRH01300153. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the 
amount spent on consultants from each firm. [7187/19]

13/02/2019WRH01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 152 and 153 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that during 2018, my Department commissioned Deloitte to 
complete one feasibility study at a cost of €25,805 and Ernst & Young to complete the annual 
account for the EU Paying Agency, which is a requirement of EU law, at a cost of €516,000, of 
which €257,633 was paid in 2018.

My Department did not contract any individual consultants from the firms named.

13/02/2019WRH01600Brexit Supports

13/02/2019WRH01700154. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
plans he will present to the European Commission in regard to the need to introduce a package 
of market supports and direct aid for farmers in view of the difficulties arising from poor prices 
for livestock; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7206/19]

13/02/2019WRH01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agri-food 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
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the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  Brexit depending on the outcome 
has the potential to have a very significant impact on farmers and on the agri-food sector. 

There are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties facing Ire-
land, and the assistance that might be required for its agriculture food and fishery sectors. 

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being required in 
order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very well aware of 
the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy because this 
has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly recognised in 
the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan to discuss the poten-
tial impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors. We discussed 
the unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the challenges 
that it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate 
the potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market supports 
and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, and in-
creased flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readi-
ness to respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the situa-
tion evolves. 

13/02/2019WRH01900Live Exports

13/02/2019WRH02000155. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
additional measures he plans to introduce to enable growth in the live export trade in 2019; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7207/19]

13/02/2019WRH02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
are a critical part of the infrastructure of our livestock industry.  They play a significant role in 
stimulating price competition and provide an alternative market outlet for farmers. My Depart-
ment facilitates this trade, recognising its critical importance to the agri sector, while ensuring 
that live animal exports meet the highest welfare standards.

In 2017, I reduced the veterinary inspection fee payable on live exports of calves under 3 
months of age from €4.80 to €1.20 – this has brought greater equity to the inspection fee regime. 

In 2018, live exports of cattle increased by over 30% to 246,000 head compared to the previ-
ous year. This change was driven by an increase in exports to other EU countries – particularly 
calf exports. This growth trend has increased into 2019, with live exports totalling 5,000 in the 
first four weeks of the year – a 25% increase on the same period in 2018. 

The live export market to third countries slowed in 2018 - in large part due to fluctuations 
in the Turkish Lira. The current restrictions in Turkey seek to reduce the pressure in its own do-
mestic market. My Department will continue to engage with the Turkish authorities in an effort 
to see the resumption of live cattle trade at the earliest possible opportunity.

New health certificates for the export of cattle to Libya were agreed in November 2018, 
which increase the range of cattle that can be exported there.  My Department is also engaging 
with the Egyptian authorities to secure the finalisation of agreement on three proposed health 
certs for the export of fattening, slaughter and breeding cattle.    In January of this year, my 
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Department reached agreement with Qatar on a health cert for the export of sheep for slaughter.  
I have extended an invitation to my Algerian counterpart to visit Ireland in early 2019. This fol-
lows earlier contact with Algeria, to try and reach agreement on revised and separate slaughter, 
fattening and breeding certs.

Despite these many positive developments for live export markets, I am also well aware of 
the challenges faced by the sector, including transport capacity and lairage capacity at Cher-
bourg. My Department officials visited Cherbourg in September last year to discuss the capac-
ity issue with French officials and local lairage owners. My officials continue to meet with ferry 
companies to explore new routes to continental Europe or the potential for carrying livestock 
on existing routes, and to ensure that the greatest facilitation possible is afforded to livestock 
exporters in the important Spring period.  The pending approval of a new ferry will contribute 
to addressing capacity issues.  

In 2019  my Department will continue to facilitate growth in live exports, seeking out new 
markets and facilitating trade by reaching agreement on health certification. 

13/02/2019WRH02200Trade Agreements

13/02/2019WRH02300156. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the plans he will present to the EU agriculture Commissioner and the EU trade Commissioner 
regarding the need to protect farming interests here in negotiations concerning a proposed Mer-
cosur trade deal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7208/19]

13/02/2019WRH02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): From an Irish 
perspective, we have been very consistent in urging caution in the EU’s approach to the Mer-
cosur negotiations, which present a very particular threat to the Irish and European beef sectors 
in particular. 

Our position has been reiterated many times, for example by myself and by my colleague, 
Minister Andrew Doyle, at Council of Agriculture Ministers meetings, and by other Ministers 
in the relevant EU Trade policy fora. It has also been done through direct contacts with Com-
missioners Hogan and Malmstroem, and by the Taoiseach at European Council and through 
his own direct contacts, including with Commission President Jean Claude Juncker and French 
President Emmanuel Macron. I have also been working closely with Member State colleagues 
in this regard, and have remained in close contact with Commissioner Hogan on the matter.

With the latest round of negotiations now scheduled for 11-15 March 2019, I and my De-
partment will continue to remain in close contact with the European Commission and with 
Member State colleagues, in order to reinforce Ireland’s concerns. 

In an overall sense there is undoubtedly a need for continued vigilance in relation to the 
conduct of these trade negotiations, and I will continue to insist that they are handled appro-
priately, and in a manner that safeguards the interests of the Irish and European beef sector. I 
also continue to stress that full account must be taken of the findings of the Commission’s own 
assessment of the cumulative impact of trade deals on the agri food sector, and the potentially 
very damaging impact of Brexit on an already delicately balanced EU beef market. 

13/02/2019WRH02500Beef Data and Genomics Programme

13/02/2019WRH02600157. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
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he will lay before the Houses of the Oireachtas a paper on the application of genomics in the 
beef data and genomics programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7280/19]

13/02/2019WRH02700158. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
organisation (details supplied) is using the base year 2014 for improvements associated with the 
beef data and genomics programme; his views on whether it is appropriate to use it as the base 
year in view of the fact that the data for that year was skewed as a result of the fodder crisis in 
2013; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7281/19]

13/02/2019WRH02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 157 and 158 together.

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) is currently the main support specifi-
cally targeted for the suckler sector, which provides Irish beef farmers with some €300 million 
in funding over the current Rural Development Programme (RDP) period. This scheme is an 
agri-environmental measure to improve the environmental sustainability of the national suckler 
herd by increasing genetic merit within the herd.

I recently launched the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP), a €20 million pilot 
scheme specifically aimed at further improving the carbon efficiency of beef production from 
the suckler herd, by measuring the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves.  

The base year of 2014 was chosen for the BDGP as it coincides with the beginning of the 
programme. The potential impact of externalities, including the fodder issue stated, is factored 
into analysis of the data for decision making.

An evaluation of the Beef Data and Genomics Programme is currently on-going and the 
report will be published in due course.

My Department is pursuing a policy of ensuring that supports to the beef sector explicitly 
support and encourage suckler farmers to make the best decisions possible to improve both the 
economic and environmental efficiency of their farming system. 

13/02/2019WRH03000Beef Industry

13/02/2019WRH03100159. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
national average beef calving statistic for calving intervals in each of the years 2008 to 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7283/19]

13/02/2019WRH03200160. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
national average beef calves per cow statistic in each of the years 2008 to 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7284/19]

13/02/2019WRH03300161. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
average national carcase weight and confirmation scores for beef on beef in each of the years 
2008 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7285/19]

13/02/2019WRH03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 159 to 161, inclusive, together.

Information on the national carcass weight and conformation scores for beef is available 
here:

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsectors/beef/annualreports/.



Questions - Written Answers

58

The 2018 report is due to be published in the coming days and hard copies of the relevant 
reports from 2008 - 2018 will be sent to the Deputy’s office when the 2018 data are available.

Statistics on calving interval and calves/cow/year for the national beef herd do not form a 
part of DAFM’s standard reporting.  These data will be compiled from the AIM system and 
forwarded to the deputy as soon as they are available.

My Department is pursuing a policy of ensuring that supports to the beef sector explicitly 
support and encourage suckler farmers to make the best decisions possible to improve both the 
economic and environmental efficiency of their farming system. 

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) is currently the main support specifi-
cally targeted for the suckler sector, which provides Irish beef farmers with some €300 million 
in funding over the current Rural Development Programme (RDP) period. This scheme is an 
agri-environmental measure to improve the environmental sustainability of the national suckler 
herd by increasing genetic merit within the herd.

I recently launched the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP),  a €20 million pilot 
scheme specifically aimed at further improving the carbon efficiency of beef production from 
the suckler herd, by measuring the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves.  

13/02/2019WRH03700Telecommunications Services Provision

13/02/2019WRH03800162. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he will address the perceived poor to non-existent phone coverage and broadband 
service in a location (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7163/19]

13/02/2019WRH03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Providing telecommunications services, including mobile phone and broadband ser-
vices, is a matter for the relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regu-
lated by the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regula-
tor. I do not have statutory authority to require commercial companies to rollout services and 
make specific investments in particular locations.  

The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce worked with key stakeholders to produce a 
report in December 2016, available on my Department’s website, which contained 40 actions 
to alleviate some of the coverage deficits across the country. An Implementation Group is over-
seeing the implementation of the actions and comprises all key stakeholders responsible for de-
livery. The Implementation Group meets on a quarterly basis and publishes quarterly progress 
reports on the implementation status of actions. 

The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce Implementation Review 2017 published in 
February 2018, comprehensively outlines the progress made in 2017 on the actions identified 
by the Taskforce. Of the 40 actions, 29 had been completed, with work on the remaining 11 
carrying into the 2018 Work Programme. Following close engagement with stakeholders at the 
inaugural National Stakeholder Forum 2017, an additional 23 new measures were identified for 
delivery in 2018. 

The outcome of discussions at the second Annual National Stakeholder Forum held in Oc-
tober 2018 informed preparation of the 2018 Annual Review report, which will be published 
shortly together with the 2019 Work Programme.

In terms of addressing mobile phone and broadband blackspots various other initiatives are 
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underway:

- My Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development have worked 
together to achieve a greater consensus around site selection for telecoms infrastructure and 
therefore improve mobile phone coverage.

- A focus group was established to provide guidance with respect to categories of location 
where high quality reliable mobile coverage should be made available as a priority. The report 
of the focus group was published on my Department’s website on 31 August 2018. It is antici-
pated that the output of the focus group should influence the actions of the mobile network op-
erators in their work to reduce mobile phone blackspots. It will also inform future policy within 
the Department with regards to priorities for mobile phone services.

- A working group has been established with the remit of investigating the feasibility of 
developing standardised policy for accessing and utilising State and publicly-owned assets for 
the deployment of telecommunications infrastructure.

- ComReg is delivering a composite national coverage map, which will, in tandem with its 
work on handset testing and activities to raise consumer awareness, allow people across Ireland 
to optimise the services available to them.

- ComReg has developed a licensing scheme which will enable households and businesses 
to use mobile phone repeaters to boost signals into their premises and bring immediate im-
provements in mobile coverage.

In tandem with the work of the Taskforce, the release by ComReg of the 3.6GHz radio spec-
trum band, which has been identified at EU level as a primary band suitable for 5G rollout, will 
also contribute to addressing increasing mobile data demands and improve mobile coverage. 
Mobile operators’ commercial investment has also resulted in improved services, following 
ComReg’s 2012 multi-band spectrum auction. At least one operator now has in excess of 90% 
4G population coverage.

All of these initiatives should help enhance the quality of mobile phone and data services, 
particularly in rural areas, including in County Kerry.

13/02/2019WRH04000Broadband Service Provision

13/02/2019WRH04100163. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the provision of broad-
band; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7164/19]

13/02/2019WRH04200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State 
led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement 
process.  

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. My priority is to bring the procurement process to a fair and impartial conclusion 
as quickly as possible and I will bring a recommendation to Government in the coming weeks.

I note that the Deputy is making reference to the deployment of infrastructure by eir. This is 
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part of that company’s ongoing rural fibre roll out to some 300,000 premises. 

eir’s investment in high speed broadband is an entirely commercial undertaking, and not 
part of the planned State Intervention network. Although the deployment is monitored under 
the terms of a Commitment Agreement signed between the company and my Department, it is 
not funded by the State and it is not planned, designed or directed by my Department in any 
capacity. 

The selection of what premises are to be served under eir’s deployment is a commercial de-
cision for that company. My Department has no statutory authority or function to intervene in 
the company’s commercial decisions, nor in any decisions relating to the roll out and siting of 
infrastructure throughout Ireland by service providers operating in a liberalised market.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements. 

13/02/2019WRH04300Nuclear Waste

13/02/2019WRH04400164. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the British Government 
is reportedly investigating the possibility of installing a radioactive waste facility in Newry, 
County Down, and the surrounding area of the Mourne Mountains; the steps he is taking to 
prevent same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7167/19]

13/02/2019WRH04500165. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the British Government is 
reportedly investigating the possibility of installing a radioactive waste facility at sites (details 
supplied) in Northern Ireland; the steps he is taking to prevent same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7168/19]

13/02/2019WRH04600175. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on the reports that Newry has been earmarked as one of a number sites 
that is being considered for the disposal of nuclear waste as outlined in the British Government 
White Paper; the consultation that has taken place between local authorities in Northern Ireland 
and County Louth on the matter; if consultation has taken place with the British Government 
in respect of the proposal; the steps he will take to ensure this will not take place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7307/19]

13/02/2019WRH04700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 164, 165 and 175 together.

I refer to the reply to questions 563, 578 and 585 on February 12th 2019.

The position is unchanged.



13 February 2019

61

13/02/2019WRJ0010013/02/2019WRJ00300Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRJ00400166. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the number of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm 
that completed each report; and the cost of each report. [7173/19]

13/02/2019WRJ00500167. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the number of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work 
in 2018; and the amount spent on consultants from each firm. [7190/19]

13/02/2019WRJ00600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166 and 167 together.

My Department administers a very diverse, complex and technical brief across critical and 
strategic sectors of the Irish economy. While it has a total complement of around 396 full 
time equivalent staff of whom a number are technical personnel, the technical, commercial, 
legal complexity and evolving nature of sectors with which the Department deals requires ac-
cess to external professional expertise to assist in discharging its functions. In procuring these 
specialised services, my Department always seeks to ensure value for money and that these 
services contribute to project delivery and informed, robust and evidence based policy making. 

Details of external consultants reports commissioned and also consultants contracted by my 
Department in 2018 from the firms in question are set out in the tables below.

Name of firm report 
was commissioned 
from in 2018

Name of Report Cost of Report 
(inc VAT)

Ernst & Young Financial Capacity Assessment of Petroleum Licence Appli-
cant A – AMLR 2015 Conversions

€7,380

Ernst & Young Financial Capacity Assessment of Petroleum Licence Appli-
cant B – AMLR 2015 Conversions

€7,380

Ernst & Young Financial Capacity Assessment of Petroleum Licence Appli-
cant C – AMLR 2015 Conversions

€7,380

Total €22,140

Name of firm consultant 
was contracted from in 
2018

Name of project Cost of consultant (inc 
VAT)

Deloitte & Touche National Broadband Plan €52,767
PwC National Broadband Plan €467,508
KPMG National Broadband Plan €4,296,098
Ernst & Young (EY) Provision of commercial, financial and governance 

advice for the award of a concession agreement to 
operate, manage and maintain the National Digital 
Research Centre (NDRC)

Nil cost to date as work 
is on-going. (Total cost of 
€226,594 inc VAT to be 
paid in 2019).

13/02/2019WRJ00800Departmental Staff Data

13/02/2019WRJ00900168. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if there are climate change experts in his Department. [7056/19]

13/02/2019WRJ01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Question No. 169 of 6 February 2019. The position is unchanged.
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13/02/2019WRJ01100Proposed Legislation

13/02/2019WRJ01200169. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the national broadband plan Bill; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [7261/19]

13/02/2019WRJ01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): On 24 July 2018 Government approved the drafting of the National Broadband Plan 
Bill 2018. My Department is developing this legislation in consultation with the Office of Par-
liamentary Counsel in the Attorney General’s Office. 

13/02/2019WRJ01400National Broadband Plan Data

13/02/2019WRJ01500170. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the documents he plans to publish upon the awarding of the national broadband 
plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7262/19]

13/02/2019WRJ01600171. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the estimated workforce required to roll out the national broadband plan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7263/19]

13/02/2019WRJ01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 170 and 171 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the procurement process to engage a company to build the 
NBP State intervention network is in its final stages. I intend to bring the process to a fair and 
impartial conclusion as quickly as possible and I will bring a recommendation to Government 
in the coming weeks. I do not propose to comment further at this time. 

13/02/2019WRJ01900National Broadband Plan Implementation

13/02/2019WRJ02000172. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to publish a map of broadband coverage blackspots; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [7264/19]

13/02/2019WRJ02100173. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if a deadline for the provision of high-speed broadband in dark blue areas of the 
national broadband plan has been put in place; if this was in place in the past; the rationale if 
there is no deadline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7265/19]

13/02/2019WRJ02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 172 and 173 together. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated version of the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map. This is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. The map 
shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband services 
(BLUE/LIGHT BLUE) and the areas that will be included in the State Intervention Area under 
the National Broadband Plan (AMBER). 

My Department monitors the deployment of commercial operators’ services across the 
country and will continue to do so under the NBP. The NBP procurement process allows for 
changes to the NBP Map in the event that new commercial plans for high speed broadband are 
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announced, or where planned commercial investment has not materialised. This process was 
set out in 2015 on my Department’s website before the procurement process commenced and 
is available at this link 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Managing%20IA%20Map%  20-%20Consulta-
tion%20Paper%20FINAL%2021-12-15.pdf). 

In 2017, as a direct result of this monitoring, my Department added a further 84,500 premis-
es to the NBP State Intervention Area where commercial investment plans previously provided 
to the Department failed to materialise.

I am conscious that there are premises within BLUE areas that cannot access a high speed 
broadband connection. Where a citizen living in a Blue area is unable to obtain a high speed 
broadband service, I would encourage them to email my Department at broadband@dccae.gov.
ie with their Eircode and details of the service providers they have contacted and the issues 
encountered in respect of accessing high speed broadband.

Where commercial operators’ plans for providing high speed broadband in BLUE areas 
do not materialise, premises may be included as part of the State led intervention in order to 
achieve the Government’s commitment to deliver access to high speed broadband to every 
premises in Ireland.

Separately, and as part of my Department’s Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, both 
my Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development worked with a pilot 
group of local authorities to identify the issues associated with mapping local mobile phone 
blackspots. This pilot exercise has been completed, with all local authorities having been asked 
to map local blackspots and identify infrastructure that could potentially be used to provide ad-
ditional mobile phone coverage on an economic basis.

13/02/2019WRJ02400Waste Disposal Charges

13/02/2019WRJ02500174. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the timeframe for the introduction of the bin charge waiver as announced in bud-
get 2017 for households that have to dispose of incontinence wear; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7295/19]

13/02/2019WRJ02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer to the reply to Question No.584 of 12 February 2019. The position is un-
changed. 

Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 164.

13/02/2019WRJ02800Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRJ02900176. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each 
report; and the cost of each report. [7186/19]

13/02/2019WRJ03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Details of all expen-
diture on external services (including reports) are available on my Department’s website at the 
following link: www.dttas.ie/corporate/english/expenditure-external-services.
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This information is published on a six monthly basis. Information on the second half of 
2018 (July to Dec) is currently being compiled and will be published shortly 

13/02/2019WRJ03100Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRJ03200177. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of 
consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount 
spent on consultants from each firm. [7203/19]

13/02/2019WRJ03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The first two firms 
named by the Deputy performed work for my Department in 2018 - the other three named com-
panies did not. The number of consultants involved in the performance of the work varied and 
was dependent on the nature of the work.

In 2018, the first firm received payments totalling €135,090.90 while the second received 
€14,760.00; both amounts including VAT.

13/02/2019WRJ03400Road Tolls

13/02/2019WRJ03500178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 211 of 23 January 2019, the amount collected by TII road 
tolls and PPP toll road concessions operators in respect of money retained and-or not collected 
by customers, and-or excess payments in the past five years to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7217/19]

13/02/2019WRJ03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As stated previously 
in response to PQ 211 of 23rd January 2019, as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have 
responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The planning, design and implementation 
of individual road projects on national roads are a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with the relevant local authority. For regional 
and local roads it is a matter for each respective local authority.

More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and 
local roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are 
vested in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under 
Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the 
Roads Act 2007). 

I have made an enquiry to TII on your behalf and I understand from TII that a reply to Par-
liamentary Question No. 211 was issued on 5th February 2019.

13/02/2019WRJ03700Revenue Commissioners Enforcement Activity

13/02/2019WRJ03800179. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of aircraft hanger spaces at Dublin Airport leased by private persons and or companies; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7234/19]

13/02/2019WRJ03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As daa has statutory 
responsibility for the management and operation of Dublin Airport, I have forwarded your 
question to the Company for direct reply.  If the Deputy does not receive a reply within ten 
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working days, please advise my Private Office.

13/02/2019WRJ04000National Transport Authority Data

13/02/2019WRJ04100180. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of meetings held by the board of the National Transport Authority in 2018; and the attendees of 
each meeting. [7248/19]

13/02/2019WRJ04200181. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
paid to each member of the board of the NTA for his or her service as a board member in 2018. 
[7249/19]

13/02/2019WRJ04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 180 and 181 together.

The Chairman of the National Transport Authority (NTA) is paid the Government approved 
fee of €21,600 per annum for his services to the Board.  Directors are paid a rate of €12,600 per 
annum.  I have asked the NTA to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the more detailed 
information sought.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within 
ten working days. 

13/02/2019WRK0010013/02/2019WRK00300Transport Infrastructure Ireland Data

13/02/2019WRK00400182. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of meetings held by the board of TII in 2018; and the attendees of each meeting. [7250/19]

13/02/2019WRK00500183. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
paid to each member of the board of TII for service as a board member in 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [7251/19]

13/02/2019WRK00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 182 and 183 together.

The Chairman of the TII is paid the Government approved fee of €21,600 per annum for his 
services to the Board.  Directors are paid a rate of €12,600 per annum. I have asked TII to re-
spond directly to the Deputy in relation to the more detailed information sought.  Please contact 
my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

13/02/2019WRK00800Sport Ireland Administration

13/02/2019WRK00900184. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of meetings held by the board of Sport Ireland in 2018; and the attendees of each meeting. 
[7252/19]

13/02/2019WRK01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the number of 
board meetings held by the board of Sport Ireland in 2018 and the list of attendees at each meet-
ing is a matter for Sport Ireland, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct 
reply. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

13/02/2019WRK01100Sport Ireland Expenditure
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13/02/2019WRK01200185. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
paid to each member of the board of Sport Ireland for service as a board member in 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7253/19]

13/02/2019WRK01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the amount paid to 
each member of the board of Sport Ireland for their service in 2018 is a matter for Sport Ireland, 
I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy 
to inform my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

13/02/2019WRK01400Fáilte Ireland

13/02/2019WRK01500186. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of meetings held by the board of Fáilte Ireland in 2018; and the attendees of each meeting. 
[7254/19]

13/02/2019WRK01600187. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the amount 
paid to each member of the board of Fáilte Ireland for service as a board member in 2018. 
[7255/19]

13/02/2019WRK01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 186 and 187 together.

The amount paid to each member of the Board of Fáilte Ireland is subject to the Code of 
Practice for the Governance of State Bodies and to the rates sanctioned and approved by the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The payment of the fees and any expenses to 
Board members, the scheduling of Board meetings and the recording of attendees at each meet-
ing are operational matters for Fáilte Ireland.  

Accordingly, I have asked Fáilte Ireland to respond directly to the Deputy.  Please contact 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

13/02/2019WRK01900Road Projects Expenditure

13/02/2019WRK02000188. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the fund 
expended and the purpose in this regard on the Slane bypass project since planning permission 
was refused in 2012. [7268/19]

13/02/2019WRK02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation 
to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and 
construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/02/2019WRK02200Road Network

13/02/2019WRK02300189. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
local and regional roads funding allocated to each local authority in 2018 and to date in 2019; 
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and the length of local and regional roads in each local authority area in tabular form. [7298/19]

13/02/2019WRK02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selec-
tion and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

Within the budget available to the Department, grant funding is allocated on as fair and eq-
uitable basis as possible. In this context, grants in the main grant categories are allocated based 
on the length of regional and local roads within a local authority area of responsibility and 
contributing traffic factors. Arising from the arrangements in place in relation to Local Property 
Tax receipts, the four Dublin Councils are largely self-funding for works on regional and local 
roads since 2015 and my Department no longer provides grants to these Councils under the 
main regional and local road grant categories.

Grant funding has been allocated based on the 2012 road length figures as set out in the table 
below. The Department is currently in the process of updating those road length figures. 

Details of the regional and local road grant allocations and payments for 2018 and alloca-
tions for 2019 (to local authorities) are outlined in the regional and local road grant booklets 
which are available in the Dáil Library.

Local Authority Regional km Local km Total km
Carlow 186 1008 1194
Cavan 399 2481 2880
Clare 634 3439 4073
Cork 1402 10465 11867
Donegal 800 5325 6125
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 106 561 667
Fingal 262 982 1244
Galway 826 5443 6269
Kerry 536 3802 4338
Kildare 482 1889 2371
Kilkenny 421 2584 3005
Laois 349 1721 2070
Leitrim 336 1769 2105
Limerick City and County 521 3138 3659
Longford 154 1367 1521
Louth 266 1389 1655
Mayo 629 5459 6088
Meath 574 2578 3152
Monaghan 302 2122 2424
Offaly 389 1666 2055
Roscommon 373 3357 3730
Sligo 224 2286 2510
South Dublin 106 786 892
Tipperary 896 4482 5378
Waterford City and County 421 2426 2847
Westmeath 310 1829 2139
Wexford 477 2851 3328
Wicklow 445 1671 2116
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Local Authority Regional km Local km Total km
Cork City 44 419 463
Dublin City 215 931 1146
Galway City 35 245 280
Total 13,120 80,471 93,591

13/02/2019WRK02500Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

13/02/2019WRK02600190. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the prog-
ress that has been made on action No. 251 of the Action Plan for Rural Development (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7309/19]

13/02/2019WRK02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
probably aware, the Programme for a Partnership Government committed toward a review of 
public transport policy and that review was also identified as an action in the Action Plan for 
Rural Development.

I can inform the Deputy that work on the review of Public Transport policy has been ongo-
ing in my Department for a number of months. All elements of public transport are being con-
sidered in the review, including public transport in rural communities. 

My officials have now substantially completed the significant research and analysis required 
to inform a public consultation as part of the review.  I expect to launch the public consultation 
process shortly.

13/02/2019WRK02800Iniúchtaí Sheirbhísí Cúram Leanaí

13/02/2019WRK02900191. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aindrias Moynihan den an Aire Leanaí agus Gnóthaí Óige an 
líon cigirí atá ar fáil chun cigireacht a dhéanamh ar naíonraí agus aonaid éagsúla luathbhlianta 
atá ag feidhmiú trí Ghaolinn taobh istigh is taobh amuigh den Ghaeltacht; agus an ndéantar an 
cigireacht trí Ghaolinn. [7044/19]

13/02/2019WRK03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am conscious 
of the role early learning and care services play in promoting Irish as a living language and how 
this helps children to develop proficiency in the Irish language. 

My Department has participated proactively with colleagues in the Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht in agreeing a comprehensive set of early learning and care actions to 
be implemented under the Action Plan for the Irish Language 2018 to 2022.

Inspections of early learning and care services are carried out by two Inspectorates. The first 
is located in Tusla and the second in the Department of Education and Skills.

Tusla’s Early Years Inspectorate seeks to provide a high standard of service through the 
medium of Irish and is committed to supporting early learning and care services where Irish is 
spoken. At present, Tusla has one inspector with high level proficiency in the Irish language. 
This inspector carried out 17 inspections through the medium of Irish in 2018. 

There are a number of inspectors with conversational Irish who engage with the providers 
outside and inside the Gaeltacht at an informal level through Irish. The Tusla Inspectorate is 
currently engaged in recruiting a further specific Irish language inspector with expert profi-
ciency in both oral and written Irish.
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With regard to the Early Years Inspectorate of the Department of Education and Skills, of 
the current total inspection team of 20 (Whole-time Equivalent) inspectors, seven have strong 
capacity to engage in Early Years Education Inspection fully through Irish, including the writ-
ing of inspection reports, providing feedback for continuous improvement and responding in 
Irish to issues raised by personnel in the early years services.

In addition, the Inspectorate deploys primary inspectors, who have special expertise in early 
years education, in the quality assurance of reports that are prepared for publication in Irish. 

The DES Inspectorate also has an active continuing professional development (CPD) pro-
gramme to build the capacity of the wider Early Years Inspection team which includes Early 
Years and Primary Inspectors.

Tuigim an ról atá ag seirbhísí luathfhoghlama agus cúraim chun an Ghaeilge mar theanga 
bheo a chur chun cinn, agus tuigim an chaoi a gcuidíonn sé sin le leanaí chun feabhas a chur ar 
a gcuid Gaeilge.

D’oibrigh mo Roinn le comhghleacaí sa Roinn Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta chun 
sraith chuimsitheach gníomhartha maidir le luathfhoghlaim agus cúram a aontú. Déanfar na 
gníomhartha sin a chur i bhfeidhm faoin bPlean Gníomhaíochta don Ghaeilge 2018-2022.

Tá dhá Fhoireann Cigireachta ann chun iniúchadh a dhéanamh ar sheirbhísí luathfhoghlama 
agus cúraim. Tá ceann amháin in Tusla agus an ceann eile sa Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna.

Tá Foireann Cigireachta na Luathbhlianta in Tusla ag iarraidh seirbhís ar ardchaighdeán trí 
mheán na Gaeilge a chur ar fáil agus tá siad tiomanta do sheirbhísí luathfhoghlama agus cúraim 
ina labhraítear an Ghaeilge a thacú. Faoi láthair, tá cigire amháin ag Tusla a bhfuil leibhéal ard 
inniúlachta sa Ghaeilge aige. Rinne an cigire sin 17 gcigireacht trí mheán na Gaeilge in 2018. 

Tá roinnt cigirí ann atá ábalta comhrá a bheith acu i nGaeilge agus téann siad i dteagmháil 
le soláthróirí laistigh agus lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht trí mheán na Gaeilge ag leibhéal neamh-
fhoirmiúil. Tá cigire Gaeilge eile á earcú ag an bhFoireann Cigireachta in Tusla faoi láthair. 
Beidh leibhéal ard inniúlachta ag an duine sin i scríobh agus i labhairt na Gaeilge.  

Maidir le Foireann Cigireachta na Luathbhlianta sa Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna, tá 20 
duine (Coibhéis Lánaimseartha) ar fhoireann na gcigirí ina iomlán faoi láthair, agus tá Gaeilge 
láidir ag seachtar acu. Tá siadsan in ann Cigireacht Oideachas na Luathbhlianta a dhéanamh 
go hiomlán trí Ghaeilge; an méid seo a leanas san áireamh: na tuairiscí cigireachta a scríobh, 
aiseolas le haghaidh dul chun cinn leanúnach a chur ar fáil agus freagra i nGaeilge a chur ar fáil 
nuair atá ceist ag ball foirne de chuid na seirbhísí luathbhlianta.  

Chomh maith leis sin, baineann an Fhoireann Cigireachta úsáid as cigirí bunoideachais, a 
bhfuil saineolas acu in oideachas na luathbhlianta, chun dearbhú cáilíochta a dhéanamh ar thu-
airiscí atá le foilsiú i nGaeilge.  

Tá clár gníomhach ag Foireann Cigireachta na Roinne Oideachais agus Scileanna a bhai-
neann le forbairt ghairmiúil leanúnach (nó CPD) chun forbairt a dhéanamh ar an acmhainn atá 
ag an bhfoireann leathan a phléann le Cigireacht na Luathbhlianta. Cuimsíonn sin Cigirí Bunoi-
deachais agus Cigirí na Luathbhlianta.

13/02/2019WRK03100Qualifications Recognition

13/02/2019WRK03200192. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
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exemptions or fast-track to FETAC 5 available to persons with various teaching qualifications 
and over 20 years of experience with early childhood education and management; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7166/19]

13/02/2019WRK03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I would like to 
thank the Deputy for his question and for his interest in the qualification standards for work in 
the Early Learning and Care sector introduced by my department. 

I understand the Deputy’s reference to FETAC 5 to mean qualifications in early childhood 
care and education at Level 5 on the National Framework for Qualifications (NFQ). Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland (QQI), which took over the functions of FETAC (the Further Education 
and Training Awards Council), is the awarding body for further education awards in Ireland 
and is also responsible for the NFQ.  Access to programmes of learning which lead to QQI-
accredited awards are widely available through a variety of education and training providers 
nationwide. 

The 2016 Childcare Regulations (Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 
2016) came into effect at the end of June 2016. A specific section of the regulations deals with 
the matter of qualifications for Early Learning and Care workers who are working with children 
in a pre-school service.  This section of the regulations took effect for new services from 30th 
June 2016 and for all other services it took effect after 31st December 2016. It states (Part 3, 
9.4) that each employee working directly with children attending the service must hold at least 
a major award in Early Childhood Care and Education at Level 5 on the NFQ or a qualification 
deemed by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to be equivalent.

This regulatory change was introduced following many years of consultation with the sec-
tor. Mindful of the challenge that it would present to the sector, my department introduced the 
following supportive measures:

-  Learner Funds to provide sector workers with an opportunity to upskill to a Level 5 quali-
fication. Three Learner Funds were available to upskill to Level 5, the most recent with a clos-
ing date for applications of July 29th 2016. The courses undertaken through the Learner Funds 
were wholly funded by my Department via the City / County Childcare Committees (CCCs).

-  A ‘grandfathering declaration’, to allow sector workers nearing the end of their career to 
continue working. The option to apply for a grandfathering declaration was first made available 
in the latter half of 2014, and publicised through the CCCs. Early Years sector workers were 
able to avail of the grandfathering declaration up to the time that the regulations came into ef-
fect. Grandfathering declarations signed after the 30th of June 2016 are not considered valid, 
and this time limit is stated in the Regulations. The grandfathering declarations apply up to the 
start of September 2021, allowing signatories to meet the minimum regulatory standard until 
that time.   

-  Delayed introduction of regulations. Following consultation with various stakeholders re-
garding regulatory change, the introduction of regulations was extended from September 2015 
to June 2016. The date for the minimum qualification standard to take effect was extended be-
yond this to the 31st   of December 2016. The sector was first informed about the intention to 
introduce new regulations, including a minimum qualification standard, in 2013. 

-  A qualifications assessment procedure put in place by my Department in the latter half 
of 2015, which allows for applications to be made for individual assessment; applicants may 
include any documentation they believe to be relevant and assessment is made on the basis of 
the entire qualifications profile as evidenced by the applicant. This is conducted by officials in 
my Department in consultation with the Early Years Policy Unit of the Department of Educa-
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tion and Skills, and is available to anyone who applies. Each application is dealt with on a case 
by case basis. 

If the Deputy is referring to a specific case, I would advise that individual to apply to my 
Department for qualifications recognition, if they have not already done so.  If they want to pur-
sue additional education, they should contact an appropriate education provider and enquire di-
rectly with them as to their options. Some education providers may be able to provide advanced 
access to a programme of learning on foot of pre-existing qualifications or a Recognition of 
Prior Learning (RPL) process. 

I must emphasise that the Department of Children and Youth Affairs is neither an education 
and training provider, nor an awarding body, and cannot issue instruction to educational institu-
tions in this regard. 

13/02/2019WRK03400Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRK03500193. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed each re-
port; and the cost of each report. [7172/19]

13/02/2019WRK03600194. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and the amount 
spent on consultants from each firm. [7189/19]

13/02/2019WRK03700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 193 and 194 together.

My Department commissioned one report in 2018 by Deloitte and Touche, which cost 
€8,781.  

The Department of Education and Skills, the national authority for the Erasmus+ pro-
gramme, is required by the EU to produce, on an annual basis, an independent audit of the 
monies provided to Leargas.  Youth in Action (YIA) is part of the Erasmus+ programme and 
my Department is responsible for covering the cost of that part of the annual audit by Deloitte 
& Touche.  

I am not in a position to advise on the number of consultants involved in this report as these 
details are not available.   

I confirm that there was no work commissioned or carried out in my Department by the 
other firms listed in 2018. 

13/02/2019WRK03900Child and Family Agency Funding

13/02/2019WRK04000195. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the organisa-
tions in County Wexford that received psychotherapy and counselling funding from Tusla in 
2018; and the amount of funding provided to each organisation. [7292/19]

13/02/2019WRK04100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the Child 
and Family Agency Act, 2013, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency is required to support and 
promote the development, welfare and protection of children. Tusla provides funding to a range 
of organisations which provide counselling, psychotherapy and support services to vulnerable 
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children and families.

As the Deputy’s question refers to an operational matter for Tusla, I have requested Tusla to 
respond directly to the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRK04200Child Protection Services Provision

13/02/2019WRK04300196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which the number of children at risk can be identified and have their issues addressed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7388/19]

13/02/2019WRK04400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, is the statutory body with responsibility for child protection in Ireland.  
Tusla has experienced a 40% growth in child welfare and protection referrals since its establish-
ment in 2014. This increase in referrals clearly shows the growing awareness and concern in 
society with respect to children’s wellbeing and safety.

Where Tusla assess that a child is at risk, due to their home situation or, indeed, their own 
risk taking behaviour, they work with the parents/carers to see if the child can remain living 
safely  at home with social work and family support interventions.

In January 2019, I attended the joint launch of the Tusla/HSE ‘Hidden Harm Strategic State-
ment’ to alert people to the effects of substance misuse behind closed doors.  ‘Hidden Harm’ is 
the term now being used to describe the damage caused to children where their parents or carers 
abuse alcohol or drugs. 

My Department and Tusla have been working hard to ensure early preventative services are 
in place to help families with these difficulties. Tusla is implementing its Partnership Prevention 
Family Support Programme (PPFS) to identify, with other professionals and families, ways of 
helping families and children before problems become habitual. 

Tusla has a Child Protection Notification System (CPNS), a list of children living at home, 
who are deemed to be at current risk, and who are subjected to child protection case conferences 
and structured interventions. The reasons stated for a significant number of these children’s list-
ing is due to an adult mental health problem, addiction or domestic violence.

When a child’s situation is at such a level of risk that they cannot be protected safely at 
home, they are either received into care on a voluntary basis or Tusla apply to the courts for a 
care order. Tusla act immediately on notification of an immediate risk to a child. Children who 
are in a situation of immediate risk may initially be dealt with by An Garda Síochána or by 
Tusla, but in the main both agencies work together in such cases.

Gardaí have specific powers under Section 12 of the Child Care Act to remove a child from 
a situation of danger, and under Section 13 of to deliver that child into the custody of Tusla. At 
that point, Tusla will carry out an assessment to determine the child’s needs. In all cases, a plan 
will be put in place to ensure that the child is safe from harm.

I thank the Deputy for his ongoing interest in this important area. 

13/02/2019WRL0010013/02/2019WRL00200Child and Family Agency Funding

13/02/2019WRL00300197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ex-
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tent to which adequate resources are available to address the physical, mental or psychological 
problems facing children deemed to be at risk; if she has available to her adequate personnel to 
address these issues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7389/19]

13/02/2019WRL00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Children deemed 
to be at risk for reasons of neglect or abuse are managed in line with Children First National 
Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children. If anybody becomes aware of a child at 
risk, they should immediately contact Tusla or, if out of hours, An Garda Síochána.

Where harm has occurred in a case involving child welfare and protection, Tusla will iden-
tify the supports required and either provide a family support response or  liaise with other 
agencies and organisations to put appropriate supports in place.

Where a child is identified as having mental health or psychological problems, Tusla will 
refer the child to the appropriate HSE service. 

I am satisfied that the funding secured for Tusla in Budget 2019 has provided adequate re-
sources to meet the demand for their child protection and welfare functions.

13/02/2019WRL00500Departmental Communications

13/02/2019WRL00600198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she remains in contact and dialogue with the various children’s organisations 
with a view to meeting their concerns on an ongoing basis; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7390/19]

13/02/2019WRL00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have ongoing 
dialogue with children’s organisations in relation to issues that effect children and young people 
around the country.

My Department provides annual funding to the Children’s Rights Alliance, an umbrella 
organisation with over 100 members that advocates for children and young people in relation 
to legislation, policies and services.  My Department has a good working relationship with the 
Children’s Rights Alliance and through an agreed annual work plan, my Department is in regu-
lar contact with this organisation. 

Through the Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures National Policy Framework implementa-
tion infrastructure such as the Children and Young People’s Policy Consortium, I am afforded 
the opportunity to listen to and engage with children’s organisations on an on going basis as 
well as hearing from children and young people themselves.  

The National Advisory Council under Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures, brings into one 
forum a diverse range of interests from sectorial stakeholders in the domains of children and 
young people’s policy and provision. The Council’s membership consists of non-governmental 
organisations and academia who are highly relevant to the progression of issues that require 
resolution at a national level.  Representatives on the Council come from a diverse and highly 
relevant background such as the National Youth Council of Ireland, Early Childhood Ireland, 
Barnardo’s, Focus Ireland, ISPCC, Scouting Ireland, Foróige and Mental Health amongst other 
highly respected organisations. 

My Department hosts bi-annual meetings with local coordinators from Children and Young 
People Service’s Committees (CYPSC) where issues effecting children and young people in lo-
cal areas are discussed and acted upon by officials in my Department.  I have attended some of 
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these meetings previously and have engaged with the coordinators on a range of issues regard-
ing the resourcing of the CYPSC initiative, membership and involvement of local stakeholders, 
the need for strengthened leadership and the future development of CYPSC. 

I and officials in my Department are always engaged with organisations that represent the 
best interests of children and young people, and this positive work will continue. 

13/02/2019WRL00800Departmental Budgets

13/02/2019WRL00900199. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
has available to her the necessary expertise, staffing levels and resources to address issues fac-
ing children now and likely to affect them in the future based on research available; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7391/19]

13/02/2019WRL01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy’s 
question is broad based. It is concerned with the general adequacy of resources overall to meet 
existing and future issues facing children.   

I am very appreciative of the support which I have received from Government over recent 
years in increasing the Vote of my Department. Budget 2019 represented another very signifi-
cant and visible commitment to children and families. In the case of my Department, the gross 
amount of funding being made available in 2019 is €1.510 billion, an increase of 8% over 2018 
and 33% over 2016.

In terms of manpower, since my appointment as Minister there has been a 54% increase in 
staffing in my Department from 181 employees to a current staffing level of 279 people. The 
increase in staffing numbers reflects the continuing growth in the responsibilities of my Depart-
ment and has included the recruitment of a number of specialists with expertise, drawn from 
professional streams across a number of disciplines. 

The Deputy will appreciate that it is difficult to speculate as to the adequacy of the exist-
ing resources in terms of issues likely to affect children in future years. I am confident that the 
significant additional resources secured over recent years is enabling my Department, and its 
agencies, to address key issues and challenges currently affecting children’s lives. My Depart-
ment, through ongoing policy and research, is continuously planning for future challenges and 
is keenly aware of the importance of this work.

13/02/2019WRL01100Self-Harm Prevention

13/02/2019WRL01200200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she and bodies under the aegis of her Department are adequately placed and 
financed to address issues of self-harm in children; the most commonly identified causes that 
have been established; the extent to which she can address these issues in the short and medium 
terms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7392/19]

13/02/2019WRL01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Where Tusla 
Child Protection and Welfare Services become aware that a child is self-harming they will refer 
the child to their local Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS).  As the Deputy 
is aware CAMHS is a HSE provided service, and comes within the remit of my colleague the 
Minister for Health. 

Children can self- harm for a range of reasons and CAMHS are best placed to provide a re-
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sponse to this query. Where the underlying cause is associated with abuse or neglect Tusla will 
work with CAMHS and  the child and family to try and resolve these problems.  

The Deputy may also  wish to raise this important issue with the Minister for Health for a 
direct response with respect to the role of mental health services.

13/02/2019WRL01400Children First Guidelines

13/02/2019WRL01500201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
steps she will take either directly or in co-operation with other Departments to address the is-
sues affecting children at risk; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7393/19]

13/02/2019WRL01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Children First 
promotes the protection of children from abuse and neglect, by setting out what persons and 
organisations need to do to keep children safe, and how to deal with concerns that a child may 
have been, is being, or is at risk of being abused or neglected. A Children First Inter-Depart-
mental Implementation Group (CFIDIG) with membership from all Government Departments, 
the Health Service Executive, An Garda Síochána and the Child and Family Agency - Tusla, 
provides a forum for members to raise child welfare and protection issues of general concern or 
with a cross-departmental or cross-sectoral dimension.

The Children First Act 2015, which I fully commenced in December 2017, provides for a 
number of key child protection measures, including in particular:   

-  An obligation on defined categories of persons (mandated persons) to report child abuse, 
at or above a defined threshold, to Tusla; 

-  A requirement on providers of relevant services to children to carry out a risk assessment 
and  develop a Child Safeguarding Statement outlining the policies and procedures in place to 
manage any risks identified

The Act also places the CFIDIG on a statutory footing and requires each Minister of the 
Government to prepare and publish a Sectoral Implementation Plan, setting out the programme 
of measures that are either in place or planned to ensure compliance with Children First. My 
Department’s Sectoral Implementation Plan and Child Safeguarding Statement are available on 
my Department’s website.

The legislation operates alongside the non-statutory obligations provided for in Children 
First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children. The guidance sets out defi-
nitions of abuse, and signs for its recognition. It explains how reports about reasonable concerns 
of child abuse or neglect should be made by the general public and professionals to Tusla. It 
sets out what organisations need to do to keep children safe. It also describes the obligations 
under the Children First Act 2015 and who they attach to. These guidelines have been in place 
since 1999 and were fully revised and published in October 2017 to include reference to the 
provisions of the Act. 

The Children First Act is part of suite of child protection legislation that also includes the 
National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016; and the Crimi-
nal Justice (Withholding of Information on Offences against Children and Vulnerable Persons) 
Act 2012.

13/02/2019WRL01700Child and Family Agency Data
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13/02/2019WRL01800202. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of at risk children whose situations were brought to the attention of her Department in 
the past 12 months; the extent to which she was able to respond to their needs; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7394/19]

13/02/2019WRL01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has a statutory duty under the Child Care Act 1991 to promote the welfare 
of children who are not receiving adequate care and protection. I propose to reply in respect of 
children at risk who come to the attention of Tusla child protection services. 

The most recent data available from Tusla covers the period up to and including November 
2018. Referrals data is published on a provisional basis each month and validated figures are 
published quarterly. The monthly data from Tusla indicates that there were a total of 52,779 
referrals to Child Protection and Welfare Services up to end of November 2018. This is almost 
5,700 ahead of the comparable figures from 2017. This is an average of approximately 4,800 
referrals per month.

There has been an increase in referrals in recent years. An increase of 9% in 2016, an in-
crease of 13% in 2017 and it is expected that there will be a similar increase when the final 
figures for 2018 are compiled.  This increase in referrals clearly shows the growing awareness 
and concern in society with respect to children’s wellbeing and safety.

All referrals to Tusla are screened in a timely manner.  Where appropriate, the referral will 
be routed to family support services or, in the case of child protection and welfare concerns, to a 
social work service. It is important to stress that urgent and emergency cases receive immediate 
attention by the local duty social work team. 

13/02/2019WRL02000Youth Services

13/02/2019WRL02100203. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she 
remains in contact with local youth organisations nationally with a view to identifying issues 
of concern and providing a resolution thereto; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7395/19]

13/02/2019WRL02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment maintains close contact with the national youth organisations and I and officials from my 
Department meet formally with these organisations twice a year to share knowledge and infor-
mation on developments in the youth sector. A separate meeting is held on the day of these bi-
annual meetings with national organisations in receipt of targeted youth funding to keep them 
updated on the ongoing work on the Value for Money and Policy Review reforms. 

Youth Officers of the Education and Training Boards (ETB) provide an important support 
role to my Department in the co-ordination and administration of youth services at local level 
across the country. In order to keep my Department informed of their ongoing work, officials 
hold quarterly meetings attended by all Youth Officers from across the country. These meetings 
assist my Department in identifying service needs and emerging issues, particularly for vulner-
able young people.  The Youth Affairs Unit of my Department has set up a working group with 
five Youth Officers focussed on strategic planning for future capital funding for the youth sector.

My Department holds scheduled meetings with Youth Work Ireland twice a year in relation 
to the important work of this organisation. There is also ongoing active engagement between 
my Department and the youth constituency of the of the Better Outcomes Brighter Futures Ad-
visory Council. Some national youth organisation representatives are members of this Council.
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Officials from the Youth Affairs Unit are engaged with programmes run by the National 
Youth Council of Ireland, such as the Youth Arts Strategic Review and Plan Advisory Steering 
Group and the National Health Programme Strategic Planning Working Group, both of which 
receive funding from my Department.

Officials from my Department also meet with youth organisations on an individual basis 
when the need arises.

In 2019, €60.4m has been allocated in current funding to support the provision of youth 
services, an increase of €1.5m on 2018. The additional funding is being used for programmes 
that target disadvantaged young people and to assist national youth organisations in their work 
to support local voluntary youth services.  Funding to staff led youth services has generally 
been targeted at areas of disadvantage and not in proportion to the youth population of a given 
area.  Funding allocations for 2019 are currently being finalised by the Youth Affairs Unit of my 
Department.  Letters of allocation will issue shortly.

Future development and investment in youth services will be informed by the mapping 
exercise completed in 2017, which mapped youth service provision across the State. This map-
ping will assist the Department and the relevant ETB in developing a detailed social demo-
graphic profile in terms of both population numbers and deprivation levels.  My Department is 
committed to working with ETBs to identify need and explore ways to address this need where 
it emerges.

13/02/2019WRL02300Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

13/02/2019WRL02400204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if is-
sues relating to the mother and baby homes are near a resolution; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [7396/19]

13/02/2019WRL02500205. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
position relating to occupants of the various mother and baby homes ,including the Magdalen 
laundries, Bethany Home and others; if compensation has been paid, is pending or otherwise; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7397/19]

13/02/2019WRL02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 204 and 205 together.

The Commission was established by Government in February 2015 to investigate concerns 
related to the institutional care of unmarried mothers and their babies during the period 1922 to 
1998. The Commission is tasked with providing a full account of what happened to vulnerable 
women and children in these institutions. Following a request from the Commission, Govern-
ment granted an extension to the time frame for the delivery of its final Report. The Commis-
sion is due to report in February 2020.

The scope of the Commission’s remit includes several specific areas of practice and pro-
cedure in the care, welfare, entry arrangements and exit pathways for the women and children 
who were residents of 14 named institutions and the representative sample of County Homes 
identified by the Commission.

The Government is satisfied that this independent Commission has sufficient scope to ex-
amine the broad range of public concerns, and to make a determination on their relevance to the 
central issues in question, and where appropriate to make any recommendations to Government 
which the Commission deems necessary.
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The Commissions of Investigation Act 2004 provides an effective mechanism to investigate 
complex and sensitive matters of significant public concern. The Act gives the Commission ro-
bust powers to compel persons to produce information and answer questions. It is important to 
recognise that a statutory Commission is fully independent in the conduct of its investigations. 
The precise approach to examination of evidence are matters for the Commission to decide and 
progress. 

The approach being taken provides a clear and deliberate emphasis on the experiences of 
women and children who spent time in Mother and Baby Homes. Accordingly, the Terms of 
Reference focus on these institutions.

While the Magdalene Laundries did not function as Mother and Baby Homes, their role 
as entry and exit pathways will be examined and these institutions are also included in the 
Social History module of the Commission’s work. A restorative justice ex-gratia scheme was 
established for former residents of these Laundries, however this scheme is a matter for my col-
league, the Minister for Justice and Equality.

In its Second Interim Report the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes 
made a recommendation that the decision to exclude unaccompanied children who were resi-
dent in Mother and Baby Homes, including the Bethany Home, from the Residential Institu-
tions Redress Act should be re-examined by Government. 

As the Deputy will be aware, my colleague the Minister for Education and Skills is respon-
sible for the Residential Institutions Redress Act, 2002 legislation and related arrangements. I 
understand that the redress scheme established under the act has not been extended to any addi-
tional institution since 2005 and related issues have been considered by previous Government’s 
on a number of occasions.

In its examination of these matters in 2017, the Government decided it was not possible to 
consider any such arrangements in advance of the findings and conclusions of the Commission 
on relevant matters. When the Commission delivers its final report, its conclusions on all mat-
ters regarding the treatment of former residents of Mother and Baby Homes will be taken into 
careful consideration when determining the State’s response.

13/02/2019WRL02800Departmental Functions

13/02/2019WRL02900206. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
person or body that has responsibility for managing the interment of a person who dies with no 
assets and no family; the person or body responsible for paying the expenses of the internment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7240/19]

13/02/2019WRL03000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): If someone 
dies without the means to pay for burial and if this person has no traceable next of kin, legis-
lation provides that the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection may make 
arrangements for and provide assistance towards the burial of a person who has died and in 
respect of whose burial suitable arrangements are not otherwise being made.  

Contact details for that Department’s Community Welfare Service, which administers these 
matters, can be found on that Department’s website, www.welfare.ie  .

13/02/2019WRL03100Consultancy Contracts Data
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13/02/2019WRL03200207. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed 
each report; and the cost of each report. [7184/19]

13/02/2019WRL03300208. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and 
the amount spent on consultants from each firm. [7201/19]

13/02/2019WRL03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 207 and 208 together.

I can confirm that my Department did not contract consultants for the timeframe in question, 
and does not have expenditure to report in relation to consultants for the firms concerned. 

Furthermore, the Department did not commission reports from these firms and does not 
have expenditure to report in this regard.

13/02/2019WRL03600Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

13/02/2019WRL03700209. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when an application for aid pursuant to the urban and rural development fund from Westmeath 
County Council in respect of a project at Kinnegad, County Westmeath, will be finalised; when 
a decision will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7384/19]

13/02/2019WRL03800210. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when an application for aid pursuant to the urban and rural development fund from Westmeath 
County Council in respect of a project at Castlepollard, County Westmeath, will be finalised; 
when a decision will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7385/19]

13/02/2019WRL03900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 209 and 210 together.

Under Project Ireland 2040, the Government has committed €1 billion to the Rural Regen-
eration and Development Fund over a 10 year period to support rural economic development 
and help build strong communities.  The Fund has been allocated €315m over the period 2019 
to 2022 and the various allocations over that period will be confirmed as part of the annual 
budgetary process. 

The first call for applications for the Fund closed at the end of September and there was an 
excellent response from all across the country, with 280 applications received.   

The assessment of applications for the Fund has now been completed with the aid of the 
Project Advisory Board, made up of representatives from key Government Departments and 
external experts, established to oversee the process.  A report is now being prepared detailing 
recommendations for funding in relation to remaining Category 1, “shovel ready” projects, and 
Category 2 projects - those which need development funding to become potential Category 1 
applications in future calls for applications.

Following consideration of the recommendations, I will make an announcement this week 
detailing the final round of successful projects from the first call under the Fund.  Feedback will 
be given to those applicants who were unsuccessful in this round and a second call for applica-
tions under the Fund will take place later this year. 

The Urban fund falls within the remit of my colleague Minister Murphy.
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13/02/2019WRL04100Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRL04200211. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that com-
pleted each report; and the cost of each report. [7177/19]

13/02/2019WRL04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection engages consultants (individuals or 
organisations) to provide analysis and advice over a wide range of areas including the delivery 
of reports that contribute to evidence-based policy.  The procurement of these services supports 
the Department in providing a high-quality service to the public  and is governed by a compre-
hensive regulatory framework. 

The services of  only one of the firms mentioned in your parliamentary question was en-
gaged by the Department in 2018.  This consultancy service is being provided by Deloitte Ire-
land in relation to the development of a Departmental Data Strategy.  The amount paid to date 
to Deloitte Ireland for this service is €188,289.

In the interests of transparency, a breakdown of annual expenditure on consultancy and con-
tracts for service for €25,000 and above, are published on the Procurement Policy page of the 
Department’s website http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Procurement-Policy.aspx.

13/02/2019WRL04400Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRL04500212. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and 
the amount spent on consultants from each firm. [7194/19]

13/02/2019WRL04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
procurement of external consultancy services is essential to support my Department in provid-
ing high quality service to the public in a cost effective and efficient manner. 

The Department is engaged in a number of service delivery modernisation and transforma-
tion programmes involving business process, organisational and technological change.  These 
programmes are supported by the procurement of separate external development services (IT 
external service provision) as well as engagement of external consultants to provide strategic 
technical advice.  

Consultants are engaged for a fixed period following procurement exercises conducted in 
accordance with Department procedures that are compliant with EU and national legislation 
and with guidelines set down by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

A breakdown of annual expenditure on consultancy and IT external service provision, and 
a list of purchase orders for €20,000 and above, is available on the Department’s website at 
http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Procurement-Policy.aspx  Under the FOI publication scheme 
and with effect from January 2016, the Department also publishes details of public contracts 
awarded over €25k at http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Procurement-Contracts-Awarded.aspx.

All consultancy related payments in my Department are made from the consultancy bud-
get (A2(vii)subhead).  In 2018, Deloitte LLP were awarded two consultancy contracts (i) for 
External Development Services to produce a DEASP Data Strategy and (ii) for the provision 
of expert consultancy support on the deployment of online services and the development of a 
strategic implementation plan for the implementation of a Digital Transformation and the Front 
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Office/Back Office service model. 

In 2018, two consultants worked on the Data Strategy and invoices totalling €188,289 were 
paid and ten consultants worked on the Digital Transformation project and invoices totalling 
€100,294 were paid.  No payments were made to the other companies listed by the Deputy from 
the my Departments consultancy budget in 2018.

13/02/2019WRM0010013/02/2019WRM00200Carer’s Allowance Applications

13/02/2019WRM00300213. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will be made on a carer’s allowance application by a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal; the current processing times; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [7226/19]

13/02/2019WRM00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers. This includes en-
suring that applications are processed as quickly as possible. 

Where any scheme area experiences delays, all possible steps are taken to improve process-
ing times. This includes the assignment of additional resources, where available, and the review 
of business processes, to ensure the efficient processing of applications.

In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying conditions can take 
longer to process.

Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who 
is habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or 
an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

To qualify for carer’s allowance, the carer must show that they are habitually resident in the 
State, that they are providing full-time care and attention to a person who requires this level of 
care and that their means are less than the statutory limit.

At the end of December 2018 the average waiting time for a decision on a new carer’s al-
lowance claim was 17 weeks. 

While the average processing time is still higher than I would like it to be, I expect this indi-
cator to reduce over the coming months. Staff have been assigned to this work from other areas 
of the Longford Centralised Schemes Office to and this has resulted in a significant reduction in 
the number of claims awaiting a decision since September 2018.  

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 11 February 2019. The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRM00500Proposed Legislation

13/02/2019WRM00600214. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when the civil registration Bill will be introduced. [7241/19]

13/02/2019WRM00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
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Government approved the publication of the Civil Registration Bill 2019 at its meeting on 12th 
January.  The Bill will resolve a number of difficulties in the  registration of donor-assisted 
births and will be brought forward as a priority.

This Bill will extend the required particulars for registration of a birth to include “Parent” on 
a birth  certificate. At present birth certificates issued in respect of donor-assisted children born 
to same sex couples only allow for the recording of the mother’s  details.  These changes will 
facilitate the registration and re-registration of births of children of same sex female  couples.

In addition to the current labels  of “Mother” and “Father” on birth certificates, parents of 
non-donor assisted children may also avail of the label “Parent” should they so request it.

The Bill will also include provisions for:

- a role for a next-of-kin in providing a Coroner with  additional details in relation to a de-
ceased person’s particulars; 

- sharing of General Register Office data and records with a body such as the National Li-
brary or National Archives; and 

- collection of additional details in respect of deceased  persons in order that the CSO can 
comply with obligations under EU Regulations.

It is expected that the Bill will be presented to the Houses of the Oireachtas later this week.

13/02/2019WRM00800Jobseeker’s Allowance Applications

13/02/2019WRM00900215. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application for a jobseeker’s allowance in respect of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[7271/19]

13/02/2019WRM01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned made a Jobseekers Allowance Claim on 24/01/19 (from 18/01/19).

He will be issued with a decision in the coming days.  Information was outstanding regard-
ing his course and only received on Friday (11/02/19), hence the wait for the decision to be 
made.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

13/02/2019WRM01100Working Family Payment Applications

13/02/2019WRM01200216. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) in County Sligo will receive a decision on an applica-
tion for a family income supplement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7290/19]

13/02/2019WRM01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work  payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 20 November 2018.
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Their application was referred to a local Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for further clarifica-
tion. The relevant SWI has been requested to prioritise the case. 

On receipt of the completed report from the SWI, their WFP application will be processed 
without delay and the person concerned will be notified of the decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRM01400Pension Provisions

13/02/2019WRM01500217. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if the anomaly in respect of the age at which drawdown of pensions (details sup-
plied) occurs will be addressed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7293/19]

13/02/2019WRM01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
maximum rate of payment for Widow’s, Widower’s and Surviving Civil Partner’s Contributory 
Pension for those who are of working age (i.e. under 66) is €203.30 if they have no dependent 
children.  This payment is not subject to a means-test, and is paid whether or not the recipient 
is in employment or not.  Those with dependent children receive a further full rate €31.80 in 
respect of each qualified child.  When someone reaches State pension age, the personal rate in-
creases to €243.30, in line with the rate of the State pension (contributory).  It might be remem-
bered that someone cannot receive a double payment of both the State pension and the Widows 
pension, and so in most cases this ensures a Widow receives the maximum pension rate upon 
reaching state pension age.

At that point (i.e. reaching state pension age), they will not generally be in a position to 
supplement their pension with wages, as they will in most cases have retired.  The same ra-
tionale would not apply to widowed people of working age, who in many cases receive both 
income from employment and their Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s Con-
tributory Pension.  It is also the case that our social protection system, like most developed 
countries, generally provides higher rates of payment for those above pension age than for 
those of working age.  For example, people moving from Jobseekers Allowance to State Pen-
sion (non-contributory) can expect a significant increase in their weekly rate of payment, upon 
reaching state pension age.

Any proposal to increase the rate of payment for widows/widowers/surviving civil partners 
under 66 to that of the maximum rate of the State pension (contributory) would result in a 
significant additional cost that would have to be met from either increased PRSI or Exchequer 
subvention or a reduction in the general rate of payments, and would have to be considered in 
the context of overall budgetary negotiations.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRM01700Departmental Websites

13/02/2019WRM01800218. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the amount spent on a system (details supplied) relating to the website of her Department. 
[7314/19]

13/02/2019WRM01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There were no payments made by my Department in relation to its website to the company 
referred to by the Deputy.
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13/02/2019WRM02000Homeless Accommodation Funding

13/02/2019WRM02100219. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if there is provision to provide financial assistance to a family under the supplementary 
welfare allowance, rent allowance scheme or other schemes to cover the cost of accommoda-
tion in cases in which the family has been refused access to the housing waiting list by virtue of 
having no fixed abode; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7316/19]

13/02/2019WRM02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary responsibility for provision of accommodation for homeless persons rests with local 
authorities. This Department can support people who are homeless with no fixed abode by pro-
viding income support under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme.

The supplementary welfare allowance scheme is considered the “safety net” within the 
overall social welfare system in that it provides assistance to eligible people in the State whose 
means are insufficient to meet their needs and those of their dependants. The main purpose of 
the scheme is to provide immediate and flexible assistance for those in need who do not qualify 
for payment under other State schemes. 

Under SWA, my Department can make a single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help 
meet essential, once-off expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet 
out of their weekly income. The Government has provided €38.8 million for the exceptional 
and urgent needs schemes in 2019.  Under the ENP scheme payments may be made to support 
temporary accommodation where an exceptional need arises and there is no alternative service 
available. There is no automatic entitlement to these payments which are payable at the discre-
tion of the officers administering the scheme, taking into account the requirements of the legis-
lation and all the relevant circumstances of the case, in order to ensure that the payments target 
those most in need of assistance. 

The Department also provides supports to tenants towards rent deposits and rent in advance 
under the ENP scheme with some 2,700 payments made in 2018 at a cost of almost €1.9 mil-
lion. This form of assistance is very important to those on low incomes and who are at risk of, 
or who are homeless, or who rely on the private rented market to meet their housing needs.  

If the Deputy has concerns in respect of the situation of a specific family, he should bring 
the details of the case to the attention of the Department.  The family should also be requested 
to engage with the relevant local authority to access homeless services. 

13/02/2019WRM02300Carer’s Allowance Eligibility

13/02/2019WRM02400220. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the revision of the case of a person (details supplied) will be expedited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [7372/19]

13/02/2019WRM02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance is a means-tested social assistance payment, made to persons who are pro-
viding full-time care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require that 
level of care. 

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home as long as the 
duration of these activities does not exceed 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to 
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the satisfaction of a deciding officer that adequate care has been provided for the care recipient 
in their absence.

An application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 8 
October 2018.

The evidence before the deciding officer showed that the person concerned was engaged in 
employment outside the home and the duration of activity exceeded 15 hours per week. 

Accordingly, the person concerned was notified on 31 January 2019 that she was not entitled 
to CA, the reason for it and of her right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of her application.  The outcome of the review is that the original decision is con-
firmed. 

On 11 February 2019 the person concerned was notified of this outcome and of their right 
of appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/02/2019WRM02600Irish Water Remit

13/02/2019WRM02700221. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if consideration has been given to reviewing sections 43 and 54 of the Water Services Act 
2007 in view of the consequences for householders where sewage blockages are reported under 
properties belonging to other persons but which result in sewage problems on their properties; 
his plans to introduce a scheme that would ensure that Irish Water would take the necessary ac-
tion to clear such blockages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7212/19]

13/02/2019WRM02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Water Services Act 2007, as amended, sets out clearly the arrangements in place for the 
delivery of water and wastewater services by Irish Water. In relation to waste water services, 
this includes responsibility for maintaining infrastructure and drainage pipes from waste water 
works facilities to the curtilage of a private property. 

Under sections 43 and 54 of the Act responsibility for maintenance and replacement of 
any water or wastewater pipes, connections or distribution systems that are located within the 
boundary of a private property rests with the owner of the property. This was the position that 
pertained prior to the establishment of Irish Water, when individual local authorities held re-
sponsibility for public water services and infrastructure. There are no proposals under consider-
ation in my Department to review this legislation along the lines suggested.

In terms of addressing blockages in sewers, I understand that Irish Water will clear any 
blockages that occur on the public side of the public sewer as a matter of urgency, generally 
within 24 hours of it being reported. However, where the problem is not located in a public sew-
er, responsibility for private side issues lies with the affected residents. If the issue is causing 
risk to public health or it affects a vulnerable customer, Irish Water working with the relevant 
local authority, will assess the situation and seek to find a resolution. 

It may be helpful to note that Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with rep-
resentations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via email at 
oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578. 
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13/02/2019WRM02900Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRM03000222. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that com-
pleted each report; and the cost of each report. [7181/19]

13/02/2019WRM03100223. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the number of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and 
the amount spent on consultants from each firm. [7198/19]

13/02/2019WRM03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 222 and 223 together.

In 2018, KPMG were engaged by my Department as consultants at a total cost of €221,400 
(including VAT) to provide  corporate finance advisory services in relation to the establishment 
of the Land Development Agency;  €152,616 has been paid to date. In addition, three persons 
with auditing expertise were seconded into my Department from Ernst and Young during 2018 
to provide services to the Local Government Audit Service due to delays in the recruitment of 
permanent staff for these roles; the cost amounted to €119,556 (including VAT).

13/02/2019WRM03300Valuation Office

13/02/2019WRM03350224. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment further to Parliamentary Question No. 596 of 29 January 2019, if he will make a request 
to the commissioner regarding the methodology in use and question the appropriateness of that 
methodology for achieving the objectives of the revaluation as per his legislative powers under 
the Valuation Act 2001, in which the commissioner shall furnish to him such information re-
garding the performance of its functions as he may request.  [7247/19]

13/02/2019WRM03375Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): As indicated in my reply to Question No. 596 of 29 January 
2019, the methodology concerned is based on relevant market analysis and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015.  I have no plans to amend the legislation.

13/02/2019WRM03400Forestry Data

13/02/2019WRM03500225. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of tree preservation orders in effect per annum from 2011 to 2018; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [7288/19]

13/02/2019WRM03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The specific information requested in relation to tree preservation orders is no longer collated 
by my Department.  However, individual local authorities may compile information in this 
regard.

Data on tree preservation orders for the years 1998 to 2012 is available on my Department’s 
website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/statistics/planning-statistics-1.
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13/02/2019WRM03700Energy Efficiency

13/02/2019WRM03800226. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the grant or funding supports available to replace windows and doors in an older homes 
in which the residence is privately owned and the owners are not in receipt of social welfare 
payments to make the home more energy efficient; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [7311/19]

13/02/2019WRM03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Funding support is available from local authorities, with 80% exchequer support provided by 
my Department, for eligible applicants under the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People 
and People with a Disability, which assists people in private houses to make their accommoda-
tion more suitable for their needs.  The detailed administration of these schemes, including the 
application, assessment, approval and payment of grants to applicants under the various mea-
sures, is the responsibility of the relevant local authority.

The suite of grants includes the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, the 
Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for Older People.

The Housing Aid for Older People scheme provides grants of up to €8,000 to assist older 
people living in poor housing conditions to have necessary repairs or improvements carried 
out. Grant eligible works include structural repairs or improvements, re-wiring, repairs to or 
replacement of windows and doors, provision of water supply and sanitary facilities, provision 
of heating etc. 

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, which comes within the remit of my colleague, 
the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, administers a range of 
grants which are available to all homeowners. Further details are available at the following link:  
https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-energy-grants/.

13/02/2019WRM04000Local Authority Housing Eligibility

13/02/2019WRM04100227. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the housing support available to a family refused a place on a local authority housing wait-
ing list on the basis the family has no fixed abode; if there is an obligation on local authorities 
to accept applicants for a housing waiting list in cases in which they are permanently resident in 
their functional area but do not have a fixed abode and that otherwise qualify for housing sup-
port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7315/19]

13/02/2019WRM04200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Housing Act 1988 it is a matter for the local authority concerned to determine wheth-
er a person is regarded as homeless; section 2 of the Act sets out the requirements in this regard.  
Any person regarded as homeless may be placed into temporary emergency accommodation 
without the requirement to undergo a social housing assessment and be approved for social 
housing support; these arrangements give local authorities the flexibility that is essential to 
respond quickly and effectively to the various needs of cases that may arise.

The assessment of households for social housing support is the responsibility of the relevant 
local authority in accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the as-
sociated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, as amended, which set down a standard 
procedure for assessing applicants for social housing support.
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A household may apply for support to one housing authority only (the “housing authority of 
application”), which may be the authority for the area in which the household normally resides 
or with which it has a local connection, or that the authority agrees, at its discretion, to assess 
the household for support.  In determining whether a household has a local connection with its 
area, a housing authority must have regard to whether a household member: 

- lived in the area for a continuous 5 year period at any time in the past, 

- is employed in the area or within 15 km of the area, 

- is in full-time education, or attending specialist medical care in the area, or 

- has a relative (defined in the Regulations) living in the area for 2 years or longer.

In 2013 my Department issued a clarification to all local authorities on the issue of the nor-
mal residence and local connection criteria, which advised that households were only required 
to meet either criterion, not both.  Thus, where a household resides in a local authority’s area, 
there is no requirement to have a local connection in order to apply to that authority for support.

The clarification provided that “normally resides” was generally intended to refer to the 
local authority where the household is currently resident and the household was required to 
provide proof of this, such as a utility bill, proof of a social welfare payment, a lease etc.  In 
relation to a household living in emergency accommodation, the only proof of residence may be 
a social welfare payment received in the area and it was not the intention that such households 
would also have to demonstrate a local connection.

As the 2011 Regulations do not provide for a local authority to impose a minimum period 
of residence in the area prior to application for social housing support, authorities were advised 
that it was not intended that households were required to have resided in the functional area 
of the housing authority of application for a minimum length of time in order to be considered 
eligible for assessment. 

13/02/2019WRM04300Architectural Heritage

13/02/2019WRM04400228. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she is preparing a new policy on architecture in view of the fact that the previous policy 
was dated 2009 to 2015; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7169/19]

13/02/2019WRM04500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government Policy on Architecture 2009 to 2015 placed an emphasis on the sustainable devel-
opment of the environment through encouraging and supporting high quality modern architec-
ture and urban design, incorporating architectural heritage in a holistic, integrated manner and 
developing actions which responded to and promoted awareness in these areas. 

Having reviewed the various actions concluded under the previous policy my Department, 
along with key stakeholders, is currently preparing a discussion document on a new National 
Policy on Architecture, which I expect to issue for public consultation in the coming months. 
The discussion document is being developed by a high-level steering committee including of-
ficials from my own Department,  the Office of Public Works, the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government, the Department of Education and Skills, the Health Service 
Executive, the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland, the schools of architecture and the 
Irish Architecture Foundation. The Arts Council has also contributed to the content.
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Submissions received from this public consultation process will contribute towards a new  
policy document. It is intended that the policy will be published by the end of 2019.

13/02/2019WRM04600Consultancy Contracts Data

13/02/2019WRM04700229. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of reports commissioned from firms (details supplied) in 2018; the firm that completed 
each report; and the cost of each report. [7174/19]

13/02/2019WRM04800230. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of consultants from firms (details supplied) contracted to perform work in 2018; and 
the amount spent on consultants from each firm. [7191/19]

13/02/2019WRM04900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 229 and 230 together.

I am advised that my Department did not engage any consultants or commission any reports  
from the companies referred to by the Deputy during the period in question.

13/02/2019WRN0010013/02/2019WRN00300Special Areas of Conservation Designation

13/02/2019WRN00400231. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of sites in County Cork being considered for SAC status; the level of protec-
tion these sites will have while they are under consideration; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [7211/19]

13/02/2019WRN00500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): From 
1997, the intention to designate 439 special areas of conservation has been publicly advertised. 
Legal protection has applied to these sites from the time they were initially proposed for des-
ignation. 

30 sites selected for designation as special areas of conservation lie within the Cork county 
boundary. Of these, 12 sites have been formally designated as special areas of conservation 
by the adoption of a Statutory Instrument for each site. The remaining sites are scheduled for 
formal designation within the special area of conservation designation programme,  which is 
currently underway within my Department.

The National Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022 in-
cludes proposals to designate two new special areas of conservation, in order to compensate for 
permanent losses of active raised bog from the special area of conservation network. These sites 
are more than 50 per cent in State ownership. 

Given the comprehensive network of protected sites already in place in Ireland in accor-
dance with the EU Habitats Directive and a number of reviews of the sufficiency of the network 
of sites, I currently have no further plans to propose sites for designation as special areas of 
conservation. 

13/02/2019WRN00600Special Areas of Conservation Management

13/02/2019WRN00700232. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
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position regarding the managing and administration of permits for farmers to carry out works 
in designated SAC areas; the authority managing same; if it has been devolved to the local au-
thorities, when this transfer was made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7272/19]

13/02/2019WRN00800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Ireland, 
like all EU Member States, is bound by the requirements of the Habitats Directive. This Di-
rective aims to ensure the protection of a range of rare, threatened or endemic animal and 
plant species. The Habitats Directive has been transposed into national law under the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. Sites, known as special areas of 
conservation, are selected for the conservation of particular habitats and species listed in the 
Directive.  

In order to avoid both accidental and deliberate damage to special area of conservation sites, 
it is necessary to have a system by which potentially damaging activities require consent before 
they can be carried out. Associated with each special area of conservation site is a list of activi-
ties that require consent. This consent is required from me, as Minister for Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, or as appropriate, from another licensing or permitting authority, for example, 
when planning permission is required in order to undertake an activity. 

This consent system has been in place since the commencement of the European Communi-
ties (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997. These regulations have been revoked and replaced by 
the European Communities  (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011.

13/02/2019WRN00900Student Support Schemes

13/02/2019WRN01000233. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the potential funding streams that assist young students of music to travel to the United States 
of America to engage in workshops and programmes in order to develop their talents; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [7303/19]

13/02/2019WRN01100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Culture 
Ireland offers support to Irish professional artists, arts organisations and international present-
ers to present and promote their work at key international venues and festivals, to develop new 
and diverse international audiences and markets, and to participate in international networking 
events.  Culture Ireland also supports international showcases by presenting a range of artform 
showcases at key international arts markets, developing new platforms and building influence 
and opportunities for Irish artists at important arts industry events, and working with artists and 
presenting partners to co-ordinate and promote Irish participation in key international cultural 
events.

The Arts Council provides funding for a number of bursaries including a music bursary 
award to support artists to develop their art practice. Applicants are  eligible to apply for such 
funding on reaching 18. For younger musicians, the National Concert Hall also has a number 
of competitive bursaries among which the Young Musician Award for String Players is open 
to young players between the ages of 13 -17. Details of this award may be obtained from the 
National Concert Hall.

My colleague the Minister for Education and Skills also operates a number of scholarships 
and bursaries for students studying abroad and may be aware of supports from which assistance 
could be provided.


