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        Questions Nos. 1 to 14, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 14 to 41, inclusive, resubmitted.

  Questions Nos. 42 to 53, inclusive, answered orally.

05/02/2019WRB00300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRB0040054. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that in January 2019, 39 out of 72 CAMHS beds were operational and the HSE has listed 
staffing as a major cause of this problem; his plans to resolve the issue; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5127/19]

05/02/2019WRB00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Government is 
committed to providing the best possible mental health services to children. This commitment 
is reflected in Budget 2019 which gave an additional €55 million to progress new developments 
in mental health this year. This brings overall HSE mental health funding to €987 million, an 
increase of €276 million since 2012.

This funding has facilitated an increase in the number of CAMHS inpatient beds. In 2011 
there were 52 beds; today there are 74 beds, including two high observation beds. However, bed 
capacity in the past twelve months has been reduced due to a number of factors, including but 
not limited to, difficulty in sourcing required staffing levels.  Complexity of presenting cases is 
also a significant factor that affects bed capacity. Bed capacity in CAMHS In-Patient Units is 
currently operating at 44 of 74 in-patient beds nationally as of 28 of January 2019.

Difficulties in recruiting mental health staff are well-documented but significant efforts are 
underway to increase  staffing. We have provided funding for an  extra 130 Psychiatric Nurse 
Undergraduate places each year. We will see the benefits of this initiative  in 2020/21. 

The recent appointment by the HSE of 114 Assistant Psychologists and 20 Psychologists in 
Primary Care and 10 Advanced Nurse Practitioners directly into CAMHS, will help to reduce 
demand on the CAMHS service.

There are also plans for an additional 10 CAMHS Forensic Beds in the New Forensic Hos-
pital due to open in 2020 bringing the total number of inpatient beds for CAMHS to 82. 

I have worked with the HSE to introduce a number of new measures in the  HSE Service 
Plan 2019. These will help to  change the way we promote youth mental health and deliver 
services, with a particular focus on prevention and early intervention thus helping reduce pres-
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sures on the specialist CAMHS service. These initiatives include introducing new digital men-
tal health services, improving supports for relevant sports, community and voluntary groups 
active in this area, and expanding out-of-hours CAMHS provision.

05/02/2019WRB00600Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/02/2019WRB0070055. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health his plans to lower the num-
ber of persons on the waiting list for orthopaedic treatment in County Cork; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5387/19]

05/02/2019WRB00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving access to hospital appointments 
and procedures is a key commitment of Government. 

I hope to publish the Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 shortly. This plan which is a joint 
collaboration between my Department, the HSE and the NTPF, will set out commitments aimed 
at improving access for patients waiting for hospital operations or procedures, as well as pa-
tients waiting for a first Outpatient appointment. 

The Plan will reflect HSE activity levels, in keeping with the National Service Plan, to 
reduce waiting times across specialties and improve access to appointments and treatment. It 
will also set out activity levels for the NTPF in line with their increased allocation of funding 
totalling €75 million in 2019. 

South/South West Hospital Group advise that they continue to work with the hospitals in 
their group in improving patient access. At the end of December 2018, 81% of orthopaedic 
patients (381 patients) were waiting less than 9 months for their procedures, while 98% (462 
patients) were waiting less than 18 months. 

As a result of the continued engagement between South/South West Hospital Group and 
the NPTF, 250 Orthopaedic patients will be seen in extra Outpatient sessions in 2019. This is 
a pathway that proved very successful in 2018 where similar additional clinics were used to 
provide outpatient appointments to 170 of the longest waiting patients.

South/South West have also worked with the NTPF to outsource operations for orthopaedic 
patients to private providers, and 100 orthopaedic patients were treated through this pathway 
in 2018. 

Other pathways to increase capacity include the use of a musculoskeletal (MSK) physio-
therapist. This model of care functions to create more capacity for the Consultants to see the 
more clinically urgent patients.

Furthermore, the hospitals of South/South West continue to work with the NTPF National 
Validation office in ensuring that their waiting lists are correct with only patients still requiring 
their appointments being reported.

05/02/2019WRB00900Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRB0100056. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the action being taken to 
address and reduce the number of persons under 18 years of age enduring long waits for oc-
cupational therapy in counties Cork and Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5260/19]
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05/02/2019WRB01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I acknowledge that the current time to ac-
cess occupational therapy services can be too long and that this may cause anxiety for parents 
and patients who are currently waiting to access services.    

That is why the HSE will be prioritising investment in OT in 2019 to reduce waiting times 
and improve access to services. Across the country, 40 additional OT posts will be recruited by 
the end of the year, and there will be a focus on addressing those individuals who have been 
waiting over 52 weeks.   In total, HSE’s National Service Plan estimates that over 350,000 pri-
mary care occupational therapy patients will be seen in 2019.

It is also anticipated that investment being undertaken locally will significantly improve 
access for occupational therapy first time assessment for young people in counties Cork and 
Kerry.  

I understand that Cork Kerry Community Healthcare has put in place a Paediatric OT proj-
ect in line with a National Occupational Therapy Review.  This will focus on those waiting over 
one year for assessment or intervention. Six OTs and one administrative staff member have 
recently been recruited to support this process.  Further, I am informed by the HSE that appoint-
ments for those children and young people who are have been waiting for a long period in the 
region have now commenced on a phased basis and that activity levels are projected to increase 
significantly by end Quarter 1 2019.

05/02/2019WRB01200Orthodontic Services Provision

05/02/2019WRB0130057. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the initiatives being taken to im-
prove dental and orthodontic services in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5402/19]

05/02/2019WRB01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Dental treatment for medical card holders 
is provided under the Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS). Services available annu-
ally include an examination, two fillings and emergency extractions. More complex care and 
a broader range of treatments for patients with special needs and high risk patients is also pro-
vided, some of which requires prior approval. 

Preventive care, screening and necessary interventions for permanent teeth including fill-
ings and extractions as well as  referral for orthodontics and other secondary care, where appro-
priate, are provided for school children mainly in 2nd , 4th and 6th class. Emergency treatment 
is provided to children up to 16 years of age. Services are also provided for people with special 
needs and other vulnerable groups.

The provision of services by the HSE Public Dental Service for school children in Mayo is 
prioritised based on age cohorts. Children in 6th class are the first priority, followed by 2nd and 
4th class. The services for some schools are outsourced to private dentists if a HSE service is 
not available.  

The HSE provides orthodontic treatment to children who have the greatest level of need 
once assessed and referred for treatment before their 16th birthday. The HSE aims to commence 
treatment for the majority  within two years of assessment with priority accorded to cases of 
greatest clinical need. 

The HSE is up to date with 6th class assessments for orthodontics in Mayo. Initiatives 
planned  or in place to improve orthodontic services include:
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A designated orthodontic clinic in the new primary care centre in Claremorris since Febru-
ary 2018 providing a 2-day-per-week service. 

A new orthodontic consultant and an orthodontic therapist will provide 2 extra clinical days 
service per week in Claremorris from June 2019. 

Services are also provided in Castlebar on 2 days per week and patients from Mayo  avail of 
services in Tuam and Merlin Park, Galway.

05/02/2019WRB01500Primary Care Services Provision

05/02/2019WRB0160058. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to reduce 
waiting times for speech and language, psychology and occupational therapy services in Coun-
ty Meath. [5404/19]

05/02/2019WRB01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I accept  that the current time to access pri-
mary care therapy services can be too long and that this may cause anxiety for individuals who 
are currently waiting to access services.  

It is for this reason that the expansion of primary care was prioritised as part of the National 
Service Planning process for 2019.  Overall funding for primary care increased by more than 
€50m or 6.1%, and this additional resourcing  will enable a range of measures to be advanced, 
including  the recruitment of additional nursing and therapy staff.   The exact profile of the addi-
tional investment at county level is currently being determined in consultation with Community 
Healthcare Organisations. 

In County Meath, there have been a number of initiatives to ensure timely access to primary 
care services. For example, an additional six SLTs were recruited under a waiting list initiative 
in 2016,  while the county also benefitted from the assignment of five posts under the roll-out 
of the new Assistant Psychology grade. This will enhance the provision of counselling services 
to young people, and the HSE has advised that it has already resulted in an increase in referrals 
screened and the number of interventions offered to families.    

Similarly, County Meath has benefitted from additional investment in OT.  The OT staffing 
complement was increased to 2.5 WTE in 2017 and this was supplemented by an interim allo-
cation of a further 3 WTE in 2018.   In addition, a service improvement plan has been initiated 
and has achieved its target of reducing waiting times to maximum of 52 weeks.  

05/02/2019WRB01800Hospital Groups

05/02/2019WRB0190059. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the status of the consultation pro-
cess on the future of the Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5405/19]

05/02/2019WRB02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am committed to securing and further de-
veloping the role of the Midland Regional Hospital Portlaoise as a constituent hospital within 
the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group. Since 2014, the focus has been on supporting the hos-
pital to develop and enhance management capability, implementing changes required to ad-
dress clinical service deficiencies, and incorporating the hospital into the governance structures 
within the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group.

Significant work has been undertaken to strengthen and stabilise current arrangements for 
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services at the hospital to ensure that services that are not sustainable are discontinued and those 
that are, are safety assured and adequately resourced. Funding has increased by 35% relative 
to the 2012 budget and staffing levels have risen by 32% from the 2014 base.  Governance and 
management arrangements in Portlaoise Hospital have been strengthened, additional clinical 
staff have been appointed and staff training, hospital culture and communications have im-
proved.

As I have outlined previously, no decision has been made yet on the draft Action Plan for 
Portlaoise Hospital. I committed to ensuring that local clinicians and the community would be 
consulted with before a decision is made. I have decided that a comprehensive consultation 
exercise should be undertaken by the HSE, with an external facilitator, with the key stakeholder 
groups involved in the Portlaoise Hospital.  The consultation will involve key stakeholders and 
local community representatives and provide an opportunity to listen to and address the issues 
and concerns the stakeholders have highlighted.   The consultation will also provide an oppor-
tunity to set out clearly the immediate priorities for service development and improvement in 
the hospital.

I intend to appoint an independent external facilitator for the consultation process in the 
coming weeks.  The outcome of the consultation process will be a submission from my Depart-
ment, setting out the key findings from the consultation process and recommended response to 
inform me in making a final decision on the draft Action Plan.

05/02/2019WRB02100Mental Health Services Administration

05/02/2019WRB0220060. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health his views on a possible overmedi-
calisation of the mental health services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5380/19]

05/02/2019WRB02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Mental Health is a 
complex matter requiring a broad range of interests depending on individual patient need.  In 
many cases, medication plays an important part in helping the patient to deal with mental health 
issues.  At the same time, it is necessary to ensure that alternatives, such as talk therapies, are 
available where needed.

The Government’s commitment to mental health is well documented. Budget 2019 increased 
mental health funding to €987 million, an increase of €276 since 2012. That is nearly 40% over 
the period. This additional funding has helped us to develop the range of services available to a 
person with mental health issues.

The HSE provides a comprehensive range of community-based mental health services. It is 
committed to the provision of a person-centred approach to the care for each patient. It provides 
evidence-based psychological interventions that are delivered through Primary Care and where 
necessary through specialist mental health services. Interventions are tailored to each patient’s 
individual needs and can include a broad range of interventions that may include psychophar-
macological treatments, various forms of psychotherapy including those which have their roots 
in cognitive behavioural therapies, systemic therapies, psychodynamic therapies etc. 

The Government has committed €55 million to Mental Health new developments in 2019, 
a total of €105 million over the last three years. This will facilitate in providing increased ac-
cess to talk therapies to improve treatment outcomes for service users. For Children and Ado-
lescents, significant additional funding has been allocated to NGOs, for example Jigsaw, to 
improve access and early intervention to young people seeking assistance.

In addition, I have worked closely, over the past few years, with the HSE, to introduce new 
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initiatives and ways of working, including digital technologies and early intervention services. 
These include a dedicated 24-hour signposting telephone line, a crisis text line and tele-psych 
facilities, which will provide increased talk therapies to patients within the primary care setting 
and directly to their digital device as is proven to be the preference of many teens and adoles-
cents.  I am very focused on building up therapeutic services in the community and trying to 
get service users to engage with the services at the earliest possible stage of intervention.  That 
is why we have recruited 114 Assistant Psychologists, 20 Psychologists and 10 Assistant Nurse 
Practitioners to Primary Care services last year.

I have also committed up to €3 million of the new development funding to develop resil-
ience and early intervention programmes. The HSE will work with sports, community and vol-
untary groups to ensure that services are delivered at community level, where required.

05/02/2019WRB02400Psychological Assessments Waiting Times

05/02/2019WRB0250061. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting to 
see the school age psychologist in counties Sligo and Leitrim; when the school age psychologist 
will be in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5173/19]

05/02/2019WRB02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In Sligo/Leitrim 
children over the age of six are assessed by HSE School Aged Teams. At present there are 71 
children aged between 6 and 17 years on the waiting list to see a psychologist and be  assessed 
for Autism Spectrum Disorder.

In relation to Sligo/Leitrim, plans are currently underway to have assessments for Autism 
Spectrum Disorder completed by private assessors. With regard to the recruitment of a full time 
Senior Psychologist for the School Age Team, the HSE has advised that the successful candi-
date has accepted the post and it is hoped that they will be in place in Q2 2019. 

The HSE recognises, that in many parts of the country, the waiting times for access to psy-
chology assessment and therapy services are too long.  This can be a source of distress for many 
parents and families. Several initiatives have been undertaken to address these waiting times. 

 Funding for an additional 100 therapy posts for children’s disability services was secured 
as part of Budget 2019. Detailed planning in relation to the location and breakdown of the posts 
is underway and is expected to be completed shortly. 

As the Deputy may be aware, the HSE is actively progressing its reconfiguration of chil-
dren’s disability services into geographically based teams under the Progressing Disability 
Services for Children and Young People programme.  The objective of this programme is to 
provide one clear referral pathway for all children irrespective of their disability, where they 
live or the school they attend. 

The additional therapy posts, along with the reconfiguration of services and other innova-
tive approaches will have a significant positive impact on waiting times for therapy services for 
children.

05/02/2019WRB02700Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRB0280062. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the number of reviews 
requested during January 2019 by persons refused abortion services; the outcome of these re-
views; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4713/19]
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05/02/2019WRB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under section 18 of the Health (Regulation 
of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, the HSE is required to submit a report to the Minister 
each year on the operation of reviews in the immediately preceding year.  The Minister must, 
as soon as possible after receiving the report, cause copies of the report to be laid before each 
House of the Oireachtas.  The HSE shall then arrange for the report to be published. 

No information on reviews carried out under the Act will therefore be released until after 
the annual report for 2019 has been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on or before 30 
June 2020.

05/02/2019WRB03000Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRB0310063. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health the progress being made to re-
duce waiting times for orthodontic services in CHO 4. [5410/19]

05/02/2019WRB03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE provides orthodontic treatment 
to children who have the greatest level of need and who have been assessed and referred for 
treatment before their 16th birthday. The HSE aims to commence treatment for the majority of 
patients within two years of assessment with patients with greatest clinical need being priori-
tised for treatment.

In Cork Kerry Community Healthcare area (CHO 4)  children who are assessed as meeting 
the criteria to be prioritised for treatment, for example, cleft palate or impacted teeth, com-
mence treatment within one month to a year. Other priority cases commence treatment within 
18 to 24 months with routine cases usually commencing treatment within 4 years.

In order to help address long waiting times, in 2016, the HSE procured orthodontic services 
in primary care from a number of private service providers.  Under this initiative, 142 patients 
in Cork/Kerry were treated and are coming to the end of their treatment.

Cork Kerry Community Healthcare is working to further improve equity of access to its 
orthodontic service and reduce waiting lists across Cork and Kerry by the introduction of a 
centralised waiting list, a new IT system, better patient flow processes and, where appropriate, 
resource realignment.

05/02/2019WRB03300Health Screening Programmes

05/02/2019WRB0340064. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if screening for severe combined 
immunodeficiency at birth will be introduced similar to that introduced in the United States, 
Canada and New Zealand with pilot studies being carried out in the Netherlands, the UK and 
Australia on the same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5371/19]

05/02/2019WRB03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Severe combined immunodeficiency (SCID- 
pronounced “skid”) is a rare but treatable genetic disorder that affects the immune cells in in-
fants. Infants with SCID appear healthy at birth but are highly susceptible to severe infections. 

All babies (between 3 and 5 days old) born in Ireland are currently screened for 8 rare but 
serious medical conditions as part of the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme.  
However, SCID is not currently screened for as part of this screening programme in Ireland.

As recommended in the Scally Review (2019), a National Screening Committee will be 
established and become operational before the end of 2019. Similar, to the UK National Screen-
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ing Committee, their role will be to undertake an independent assessment of the evidence for 
screening for a particular condition against internationally accepted criteria. Any potential 
changes to the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme will be incorporated as part 
of the Committee’s work programme.

05/02/2019WRB03600Disabilities Assessments

05/02/2019WRB0370065. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to reduce 
the waiting times for assessments of need under the Disability Act 2005 in counties Cavan and 
Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5395/19]

05/02/2019WRB03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The HSE 
recognises that the waiting times for completing Assessments of Need are excessive in many 
parts of the country and this is can be a source of distress for many parents and families. Several 
initiatives have been undertaken to address these waiting times. The HSE has advised that in the 
case of Cavan and Monaghan a number of Assessments of Need are currently being outsourced 
to private assessors and this has led to a significant improvement in addressing the backlog.

As the Deputy may be aware, the HSE is actively progressing its reconfiguration of chil-
dren’s disability services into geographically based teams under the Progressing Disability 
Services for Children and Young People programme.  The objective of this programme is to 
provide one clear referral pathway for all children irrespective of their disability, where they 
live or the school they attend. 

Children’s Disability Network Managers, who will lead these teams, are central to this suc-
cessful reconfiguration of services. A large number of these managers are currently in post and 
the remaining vacancies were advertised late last year. Interviews for these posts were held 
recently and it is hoped that all of these Network Managers will be in post shortly. 

In addition, the HSE are also working actively to reduce waiting times through the develop-
ment of a standardised assessment process.

Funding for an additional 100 therapy posts for children’s disability services was secured as 
part of Budget 2019. Detailed planning in relation to the location and breakdown of the posts is 
underway and is expected to be completed shortly. These additional posts, along with the recon-
figuration of services and other innovative approaches will have a significant positive impact on 
waiting times for Assessment of Need and therapy service delivery.

05/02/2019WRB03900General Practitioner Services Provision

05/02/2019WRB0400066. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health when a permanent general prac-
titioner service for Carrigallen, County Leitrim, will be in place; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5254/19]

05/02/2019WRB04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have been advised by the HSE that the GP 
post in Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim was offered to the successful candidate and that the candidate 
has accepted the post. A tentative start date of early May has been agreed. 

In line with the HSE protocol for filling such vacancies, the HSE and the candidate must 
now complete the contractual paperwork, vetting and references. As the candidate is returning 
from abroad this provides added complexities to progressing these requirements. However at 
this time the HSE is confident that a permanent GP service will be restored to Carrigallen to fill 
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the current vacancy. 

In the meantime, a full time locum GP has been in place in Carrigallen since August 2018 
and this arrangement will remain in place until the new GP comes into post.

  Questions Nos. 67 and 68 answered with Question No. 50.

05/02/2019WRB04300Trade Union Recognition

05/02/2019WRB0440069. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if he has had discussions with HSE 
officials or management on a decision not to recognise a trade union that represents ambulance 
and paramedic workers; the meetings or discussion with a group of unions (details supplied) in 
relation to the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5367/19]

05/02/2019WRB0450088. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to recog-
nise a body (details supplied) as a representative body for ambulance staff. [5130/19]

05/02/2019WRB04600104. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health his views on recent announce-
ments of strikes by ambulance staff members of unions (details supplied) over the refusal by the 
HSE to recognise the right of the branch of the unions to represent members and the deduction 
of union subscriptions at source from their pay; his plans to engage with members of the union 
in an effort to resolve the impasse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5275/19]

05/02/2019WRB04700387. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his views on whether he 
can have a positive role with the HSE in engaging with a union (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5303/19]

05/02/2019WRB04800402. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the reason why the HSE is not 
recognising a union (details supplied). [5441/19]

05/02/2019WRB04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 69, 88, 
104, 387 and 402 together.

SIPTU is the main union recognised by the HSE and has negotiating rights for front-line 
ambulance grades employed by the Executive.  Unite and FORSA also represent some ambu-
lance grades.  As a result, the HSE deducts subscriptions at source for those ambulance staff that 
are members of those unions.  However, the National Ambulance Service Representative Asso-
ciation (NASRA) is not recognised by the HSE and, therefore, does not have negotiating rights.  

Whilst individuals have a right to membership of any trade union, if they choose to join an 
association which is not recognised by their employer, such membership is not facilitated by 
their employer. This means that the HSE does not facilitate the deduction of union subscriptions 
for this particular Association.  

While it is regrettable that the PNA has taken industrial action, it is not possible to negoti-
ate with a union which is not recognised as having negotiating rights for ambulance grades.  In 
terms of the Deputy’s query in relation to discussions, I can advise that Department officials 
have been in regular contact with their HSE counterparts.  My Department is aware of the situ-
ation and supports the HSE’s position.  My Department has not been involved in meetings with 
ICTU in relation to this matter.

05/02/2019WRB05000Capital Expenditure Programme
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05/02/2019WRB0510070. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health if health capital projects in 
County Sligo will be delayed by the overrun in the costs of the new children’s hospital. [5399/19]

05/02/2019WRB05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project. The re-
quirements of the new children’s hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration. 

05/02/2019WRB05300Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRB0540071. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the action being taken to address 
waiting times for orthopaedic procedures in the north east; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5396/19]

05/02/2019WRB05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government and €75 million was allocated to 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) in Budget 2019 to provide treatment for patients. 

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 for inpatient, day case and outpatients shortly. The plan will ensure an appropriate balance 
between high volume activities and offering treatment to complex long-waiting patients. It will 
reflect activity targets from the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, to reduce waiting 
times across specialties and improve access to appointments and procedures.  The plan will also 
set out activity levels for the NTPF in line with their increased allocation of funding in 2019. 

The NTPF will deliver this activity through working with hospital groups and individual 
hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated in both 
public and private capacity. Under the Plan the NTPF has committed to make offers of treat-
ment to patients waiting for one of 75 hospital procedures, which will include orthopaedics. 
The longest waiting patients who are clinically suitable for outsourcing for one of these targeted 
procedures will be offered treatment in 2019.

05/02/2019WRB05600Maternity Services

05/02/2019WRB0570072. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the relocation 
of the Rotunda Hospital to Connolly Hospital. [5249/19]

05/02/2019WRB05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The model of stand-alone maternity hospi-
tals is not the norm internationally. In line with the National Maternity Strategy, Government 
policy is to co-locate all remaining maternity hospitals with adult acute services in order to pro-
vide optimal clinical outcomes. Co-location of maternity services with adult services provides 
mothers with access to a full range of medical and support services should the need arise. The 
availability of these services helps ensure the delivery of an optimum, safe service, particularly 
for high risk mothers and babies. 

Project Ireland 2040 and the National Development Plan 2018-2027 support the implemen-
tation of the National Maternity Strategy, including the relocation of the Rotunda. I have been 
advised that the Rotunda hospital has prepared a Design Brief for the new facility. In addition, 
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a Development Control Plan for the Connolly campus has been drafted to support the orderly 
development of future capital projects on that campus, including the Maternity Hospital. As the 
Rotunda relocation proposal is at an early development stage, I am not in a position to provide 
any indicative time frames for completion at this time.

05/02/2019WRB05900Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRB0600073. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve and en-
hance cardiac care services for those living in the south east; if he believes there is an equal 
provision of cardiac services in the region in comparison to the rest of the country; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5378/19]

05/02/2019WRB06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2016, the Herity Report concluded that 
the needs of the effective catchment population of University Hospital Waterford (UHW) could 
be accommodated from a single cath lab and recommended that the operating hours of the ex-
isting cath lab should be extended. Approval and funding has been provided for the additional 
staff required to facilitate this service expansion and five staff (Grade IV Admin, Porter, Senior 
Cardiac Physiologist, Senior Radiographer and Staff Nurse) have now been recruited on an 
8am to 8pm working day basis. Furthermore, the recruitment of a cardiologist to facilitate an 
increase in the operating hours of the existing cath lab is also being progressed by the HSE. 

A mobile cath lab has also been deployed at UHW since October 2017 to conduct diagnostic 
cardiac procedures. 

I remain committed to the provision of a second cath lab in University Hospital Waterford. 
The cost of progressing the project to design, planning and construction stages will be ad-
dressed in the context of the HSE’s Capital Plan for 2019, which is currently being finalised. 

The Herity Report also recommended that the current 9 to 5 provision of emergency pPCI 
services should cease to allow the hospital focus on the much larger volume of planned work. 
I asked my Department to address the implications of this recommendation by arranging for a 
National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services. The aim of this Review is to achieve optimal 
patient outcomes at population level with particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustain-
ability of the services that patients receive by establishing the need for an optimal configuration 
of a national adult cardiac service.

05/02/2019WRC00200Midwifery Services Provision

05/02/2019WRC0030074. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health when community midwifery support 
will be rolled out for women giving birth in the days immediately following birth once they are 
discharged from hospital. [5342/19]

05/02/2019WRC00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Maternity Strategy proposes 
the development of a community midwifery service where hospital midwives, working as part 
of a multidisciplinary team, provide antenatal and postnatal care in the community. Implemen-
tation of the Strategy is being led by the National Women & Infants Health Programme. 

Regarding the Deputy’s specific query, I have asked the HSE to reply to you directly.

05/02/2019WRC00500Respite Care Services Availability
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05/02/2019WRC0060075. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the ongoing respite 
crisis being experienced by families in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5265/19]

05/02/2019WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRC00800Hospitals Capital Programme

05/02/2019WRC0090076. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of €4.75 million 
funding announced in November 2018 for the construction of a second cardiac catheterisation 
laboratory at University Hospital Waterford; if it will be impacted by the proposed cuts in capi-
tal funding by the HSE as a result of the cost overrun in the construction of the new national 
children’s hospital; and if it is to proceed, the timeline of delivery. [5389/19]

05/02/2019WRC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following the publication of the Health 
Service Executive’s National Service Plan for 2019, the HSE is currently developing its Capi-
tal Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can progress in 2019 
having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large national capital projects cur-
rently underway and the relevant priority of each project. The requirements of University Hos-
pital Waterford and other health capital projects, currently at various stages of development, are 
being considered as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised its Capital Plan for 2019, 
it will then be submitted to me for consideration.

05/02/2019WRC01100General Practitioner Contracts

05/02/2019WRC0120077. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the negotiations 
for a new general practitioner contract; the number of meetings held in 2018 regarding the new 
contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5312/19]

05/02/2019WRC01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to engaging 
with GP representatives on the development of modernised GP contractual arrangements. 

Talks between the State and the Irish Medical Organisation resumed in October 2018 and 
there was intensive engagement, particularly in the weeks leading up to Christmas. While some 
progress was made, there are a number of outstanding issues that need to be progressed before 
any agreement can be secured.

The State’s negotiating team is keen to bring a renewed focus to the engagement with the 
IMO and talks are continuing in an effort to bring matters to a conclusion. 
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I look forward to positive and productive engagement with all parties concerned. Agreement 
on the delivery of service improvements and contractual reform would facilitate a very substan-
tial increase in the resourcing of general practice on a multi annual basis.

In line with the long-established approach to such processes, and by agreement of the parties 
concerned, I am not in a position to give further details while engagement between the parties 
is under way.

05/02/2019WRC01400Disabilities Assessments

05/02/2019WRC0150078. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the waiting 
times under the HSE for assessments of needs for children with disabilities; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5212/19]

05/02/2019WRC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRC01700Respite Care Services Provision

05/02/2019WRC0180079. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the status of the role of a third 
party due to take over the running of services at a respite home (details supplied) in County 
Donegal; when the third party will commence managing the services at the home; the level of 
involvement the HSE will continue to have once the third party takes over; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5276/19]

05/02/2019WRC01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy. 

05/02/2019WRC02000National Dementia Strategy

05/02/2019WRC0210080. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if HSE funding will be ring-
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fenced for the provision of care for Alzheimer’s sufferers in County Roscommon by funding 
two full days respite in the Sacred Heart Hospital, Roscommon during weekend periods (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4986/19]

05/02/2019WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As a response to the 
challenges facing people with dementia and their families and carers, the National Dementia 
Strategy was launched in December 2014. The Strategy seeks to change the attitudes of wider 
society towards dementia and ensure that people with dementia can continue to live well and 
participate in their communities. It recognises that, with the right supports and services, people 
with dementia can live long, fulfilling lives after a diagnosis.

To support future development of services and supports for people with dementia, the Na-
tional Dementia Office and the Alzheimer Society of Ireland undertook a joint project in 2016 
and 2017 to map dementia-specific community-based services across the country. Information 
from the project is included in an on-line service finder on the Understand Together website so 
people can find out what services are available in each county.

Gaps remain in access to services and there is a large variance in what services are pro-
vided across the country. The National Dementia Office has met with senior HSE officials in 
each CHO area to highlight service gaps in each area and to provide guidance and support on 
dementia service planning and development across the country. In addition a Dementia Needs 
Analysis Framework was developed to support services.

Officials in the Department of Health have raised the provision of dementia services in 
Co. Roscommon with the HSE. The HSE has advised that its Head of Finance in Community 
Healthcare West met a delegation from Western Alzheimer’s on 24th January concerning the 
annual Service Level Agreement between the parties. The proposal for the provision of day 
respite in the Sacred Heart Hospital will be considered as part of the Service Level Agreement 
process. 

The Department of Health and the HSE are working to ensure that a range of community 
services and supports are made available for people with dementia across the country, subject 
to the availability of additional resources, and cognisant of the large number of areas competing 
for finite resources. The National Dementia Office is also working to ensure that existing com-
munity health and social care services are optimised to meet the needs of people with dementia.

05/02/2019WRC02300Hospital Consultant Recruitment

05/02/2019WRC0240081. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the progress made to secure a 
permanent second consultant breast surgeon at Letterkenny University Hospital, County Done-
gal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5125/19]

05/02/2019WRC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The requirements of the Symptomatic Breast 
Disease clinic in Letterkenny University Hospital continue to be kept under review to ensure 
that arrangements are in place to meet the present and future needs of the service.

I advise that a second breast surgeon post on a locum basis is currently assigned to Letter-
kenny University Hospital.

05/02/2019WRC02600Care of the Elderly

05/02/2019WRC0270082. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the outcome of the evalua-
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tion of the implementation process for the single assessment tool; if a copy of the report will be 
provided; the status of the roll-out of the single assessment tool nationally; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5337/19]

05/02/2019WRC02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Single Assess-
ment Tool is a comprehensive IT based standardised assessment used to assess the health and 
social care needs of people (primarily those over the age of 65 years) who may be looking for 
home care or long-term care support from the HSE. The SAT uses the interRAI assessment 
system. 

InterRAI is a not-for-profit organisation consisting of a collaborative network of clini-
cians and researchers in over 30 countries, including Canada, USA, Australia, Belgium, Spain, 
France, Switzerland, Germany and New Zealand.

The interRAI Home Care assessments which are being implemented in Ireland are designed 
for use with older people in the home, in acute care, and other community-based settings. The 
implementation of a standardised assessment which guides and informs care planning also fa-
cilitates equity and transparency. 

A national pilot of the SAT interRAI project was conducted in three locations from May 
2016 to April 2017 Beaumont Hospital; Tallaght Hospital and University Galway Hospital. 
Multidisciplinary staff in these hospitals were nominated and trained to become SAT assessors. 
Training for other staff members who required knowledge of the system and would be using the 
information but not completing assessments was also provided in the three locations. Almost 
600 assessments were completed by the assessors with older people in the three locations dur-
ing the pilot. A pilot report was completed in December 2017. This report is available and I have 
attached a copy for the Deputy.

The project is being implemented nationally since the conclusion of the pilot. InterRAI as-
sessments are being implemented nationally for older people who are seeking access to Home 
Support Services and to the Nursing Home Support Scheme, so that care is provided in the most 
appropriate setting based on the individual’s identified needs.   

The current contract with the IT Vendor supporting the system is about to conclude and a 
new procurement process is already underway to source an IT Vendor for the continued imple-
mentation of SAT interRAI assessment system.

 To date, the progress on the roll out is as follows:

- SAT Clinical leads have been recruited and are in place in 6 of the 9 CHOs, with the recruit-
ment process almost complete in 2018 in the remaining CHOs. A Train the Trainer approach is 
in place with Clinical leads providing training to assessors (clinicians) and non- assessors (other 
healthcare personnel) on the use of the interRAI system in clinical practice;

- Nationally 140 assessors and 602 non-assessors have been trained to use the interRAI SAT 
system. A further 1402 staff have attended information sessions; 

-  Over 3,000 older people in both community and hospital locations have received interRAI 
assessments.

Further information on the programme is contained in the following link:

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/2A89DB151FEB6C7E802583980
06500DC/$File/ATTJSOX3.pdf?openelement”>SAT Pilot Implementation Report 2017</a>]
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05/02/2019WRC02900National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

05/02/2019WRC0300083. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the schedule of all costs, 
subsequent changes to costs and current projected costs associated with the national children’s 
hospital from initial tenders to date; the details of costs covered by the development board (de-
tails supplied) and the Children’s hospital group and other associated costs; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5394/19]

05/02/2019WRC03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following evaluation by the National Paedi-
atric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) in early 2017 of main construction tenders and the 
selection of preferred contractors, the final cost of the design, build, and equipment programme 
for which the NPHDB is responsible was €983m.  Following the completion of the second stage 
of the two-stage tender procurement process in November 2018, the capital project cost is now 
at €1,433m. 

In addition to the capital project, there is a broader programme of activity associated with 
the integration and transfer of the services of the three children’s hospitals to the new sites un-
der development.  This includes a comprehensive Children’s Hospital Integration Programme 
which is well underway, funded through revenue, to ensure the successful clinical and opera-
tional merging of three paediatric hospitals; investment in ICT and the Electronic Health Record 
roll-out funding through the ICT capital programme; pre-2013 project expenditure relating to 
the former Mater project, and the planned construction of the Children’s Research and Innova-
tion Centre to be funded through philanthropic funding.   Costs relating to decommissioning of 
the three hospitals are not included. Neither have future uses for the hospital premises at Temple 
Street and Crumlin or potential revenues for the latter been determined. Adult services will be 
provided in Tallaght Hospital in the spaces vacated by the paediatric services. 

The following table sets out the breakdown of costs from initial tenders and following the 
completion of the two-stage tender procurement process.  

In relation to the reporting of the cost escalation, I was first advised by my officials in Sep-
tember 2017 of a  costs estimate increase of €61m associated with additional sprinklers, post 
tender programme alignment and the cost of the OPD Urgent Care Centre at Tallaght with as-
surance that developments were being carefully managed.  The NPHDB was advised to identify 
savings within its approved capital budget and seek to offset the potential cost increases through 
a variety of measures with a view to managing the project within approved parameters. It was 
the subject of detailed discussion and intensive monitoring. 

I was briefed on a potential cost escalation for the project on 27 August 2018 following 
a meeting of my officials and the Chair and Executive Director of the NPHDB on 24 August 
2018. 

On completion of the Guaranteed Maximum Price process, the NPHDB informed  my of-
ficials of the revised cost of €1.433bn on 8 November 2018, and I was subsequently briefed  on 
9 November on the emerging position.  

On 9 November, the cost escalation was highlighted at a meeting with the Taoiseach. It 
was agreed that further details would be provided in a formal way to the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and to the Department of the Taoiseach prior to Government consid-
eration. Officials in the Department of the Taoiseach were briefed on 21 November  and on 13 
December, and the Taoiseach’s adviser was briefed on 26 November. 

My Department submitted a report from the National Paediatric Hospital Development 
Board on the cost overrun and the reasons for it to the Department of Public Expenditure and 
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Reform on the 19th November and met with officials of that Department to discuss it on the 23 
November. 

The draft Government Memo was shared with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and the Department of the Taoiseach in early December and was submitted to Cabinet 
for its meeting on 18 December 2018.

New Children’s Hospital Construction and Non-construction Costs 

- 2017 costs as per Government approval of €983m following receipt of tenders 

- 2018 costs following completion of GMP process in November 2018

Item 2017 Costs 
€m

2018 Costs
€m

Decant 16 14.5
Aspergillus 6.8 5.8
Main NCH 637 890
Less VE -66
Net Main NCH Construction 571 890
Outpatient and Urgent Care Centres 38 53.4
Sub Total 631.8 963.7
VAT 85.3 130.1
Gross Construction Costs 717.1 1093.8
Equipping 71.6 87.9
Planning 14.9 13.6
Design Team fees 43.7 71.3
Risk/Contingency 39 51.3
NPH Project Costs 52 66.04
Other Costs Sub Total 221.1 290.1
VAT (excluding Construction) 44.7 49
Sub Total Gross Other Costs 265.9 339.1
Capital Build Sub Total 983 1.433bn
Children’s Research and Innovation Centre 18 18
ICT 88 97
Children’s Hospital Integration Programme 86 86
Electronic Healthcare Record 52 52
Mater Campus 40 40
Sub Total 284 293
Grand Total 1.26bn 1.7bn

05/02/2019WRC03200Health Services Staff Recruitment

05/02/2019WRC0330084. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the steps taken to address the crisis 
in recruitment and retention in public hospitals. [5028/19]

05/02/2019WRC03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Notwithstanding significant recruitment and 
retention challenges, including global shortages, considerable progress has been made in the 
past five years in growing the numbers of front-line staff working in the public health services, 
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including doctors and nurses, as additional resources have become available.

During 2018, the HSE increased the number of nurses and midwives employed by 867 
WTEs (including student nurses) in 2018.  Recent pay proposals put forward were a positive 
step towards making the public health service a more attractive place to work for nurses and 
midwives.  

With regard to consultants, numbers have increased by 125 in the 12 months ending De-
cember 2018 to 3,096 whole time equivalents, and by 540 in the 5 years since December 2013. 
The number of NCHDS has increased by 221 in the 12 months ending December 2018 to 6,552 
whole time equivalents, and by 1,544 in the 5 years since December 2013. It is recognised that 
retention of doctors is critical to the future growth of the medical workforce.  

In relation to NCHDs, working is continuing on implementing recommendations made by 
the MacCraith Group with a focus on certain key recommendations including protected train-
ing time, the position of doctors not holding training posts and better coverage of training costs 
incurred by NCHDs.  The HSE’s Service Plan for 2019 includes an additional €5 million for 
meeting training costs incurred by NCHDs in 2019, increasing to €10 million in 2020.

The Public Sector Pay Commission identified difficulties in attracting consultant applica-
tions for many posts at present and acknowledged that the pay rates for new entrants had been 
highlighted as a factor in this. Given its analysis, the Pay Commission proposed that the Par-
ties to the Public Service Stability Agreement jointly consider what further measures could be 
taken, over time, to address the pay differential between pre-existing consultants and new en-
trant consultants which has increased following the settlement of the 2008 Consultant Contract 
claim. 

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Health have 
noted the Commission’s views and consideration will need to be given to potential solutions 
which are in line with public sector pay policy and available budgets. This will be a significant 
challenge given the amounts involved.

05/02/2019WRC03500Mental Health Services

05/02/2019WRC0360085. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the use of talk 
therapies as part of mental health care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5379/19]

05/02/2019WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly):  Psychology services, 
along with psychotherapy and related talk therapies can play an important role in assisting those 
presenting with mental health issues, and can work alongside medical intervention, or in some 
cases can help people to deal with issues without the requirement for medication. 

The HSE provides a comprehensive range of community-based mental health services. It is 
committed to the provision of a person-centred approach to the care for each patient. It provides 
evidence based psychological interventions that are delivered through Primary Care and where 
necessary through specialist mental health services. Interventions are tailored to each patient’s 
individual needs and a wide range of talking therapies and interventions in both CAMHS and 
adult mental health services including specialist cognitive behavioural therapy, behavioural 
family therapy and dialectical behavioural therapy. 

The HSE provides talk therapies at primary care level, including Counselling in Primary 
Care, the National Counselling Service, and primary care psychology services. These services 
have been enhanced recently through the recruitment of assistant psychologists in primary care. 
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The HSE also employs counsellors/therapists/ psychologists in primary care addiction services.  
In addition to HSE services, other agencies are also funded by the HSE to provide talking thera-
pies including Jigsaw, MyMind, Turn2Me and Pieta House. 

In order to ensure greater consistency and equity of access to talk therapies, HSE Mental 
Health commenced a service improvement project in January 2018 with a view to developing 
a Model of Care for adults who access talk therapies while attending specialist mental health 
services. While the project focuses specifically on adults attending specialist mental health 
services, it will also reference other services where talk therapies are currently provided from 
HSE funding.

Building on a stepped care approach, the Model of Care is expected to involve an assess-
ment of the need for talking therapies taking into account stakeholder perspectives and the 
prevalence of mental health disorders within the adult population. It will consider evidence-
based talking therapies best-suited to meet the identified needs, and outline a recommended 
operational model for talking therapies provided by General Adult Community Mental Health 
Teams.

In addition, Minister Daly has prioritised the introduction of new digital talk therapies and 
has agreed various pilot projects with the HSE. Online counselling, crisis text services and pilot 
tele-psychiatric services will provide additional services to a wider target audience. Should the 
pilot projects be evaluated positively, a national roll out will support many more individuals 
access talk therapies online.

05/02/2019WRC03800Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRC0390086. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the reason 6,251 children have been 
waiting for an outpatient consultation in the three Dublin children’s hospitals since before 1 
January 2017. [5248/19]

05/02/2019WRC04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are often 
unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. Improving 
waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures is one of my top priorities and is a key 
commitment in the Programme for Government.

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health, HSE, NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 shortly. This will set out commitments aimed at improving access for patients waiting for 
hospital operations or procedures, as well as patients waiting for a first Outpatient appointment. 

A key element of this Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List which remains 
a significant challenge. The HSE, in line with the National Service Plan 2019 will provide 3.3 
million outpatient appointments, more than 1 million of which will be first outpatient appoint-
ments. 

In 2019, the HSE will focus in particular on specialties with a high volume of referrals and 
large proportions of long-waiting patients including ENT and Dermatology. In addition, the 
NTPF, with an increased allocation of €75million in 2019, will fund an additional 40,000 first 
outpatient appointments through weekend and out of hour’s clinics and ‘see and treat’ clinics.  

The NTPF will deliver this additional activity by working with hospital groups and indi-
vidual hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated 
in both a public and private capacity.   In this context, in 2018 the NTPF approved 504 Out-
patient appointments for Temple Street as part of an initiative to support implementation of an 
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extended working day in the hospital. The NTPF have also met with Children’s Health Ireland 
(CHI) to review Outpatient proposals covering the specialties of Cardiology, Ophthalmology, 
and Dental Surgery.  

The CHI advises that it has implemented a number of new and innovative initiatives to 
improve access to outpatient appointments for patients across a range of specialties including 
cardiology, dermatology, and orthopaedics. This includes additional clinics in ENT and derma-
tology, the appointment of additional staff in general paediatrics and ophthalmology, and the 
use of virtual assessment clinics for rheumatology. 

In addition, the establishment of the Outpatient and Urgent Care Centre at Connolly Hos-
pital in 2019 will result in 6,350 outpatient appointments being issued for the new facility next 
year, with projected full year outpatient attendance of 15,240 in subsequent years.

05/02/2019WRC04100Hospitals Capital Programme

05/02/2019WRC0420087. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the projects that will be 
delayed or deferred due to overruns on the capital project by the National Children’s Hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5333/19]

05/02/2019WRC04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project. The re-
quirements of the new children’s hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration.

05/02/2019WRC04400Trade Union Recognition

05/02/2019WRC0450088. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to recog-
nise a body (details supplied) as a representative body for ambulance staff. [5130/19]

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 69.

05/02/2019WRC04700Question Heading

05/02/2019WRC0480089. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when the fair deal changes for farm-
ing families will be brought forward; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5270/19]

05/02/2019WRC04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions from farm assets 
at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, has been ap-
proved by Government. My Department is working on the development of draft Heads of Bill 
while considering a number of complex ancillary policy and operational matters which may 
need to be addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
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tions over and above the 3 year period. 

A draft General Scheme of a Bill is currently with legal advisers for advice and legal quality 
control review. Subject to legal advice, I expect to bring the heads of bill to Government soon. 
The changes to the Scheme will come into effect in 2019 subject to the legislative process.

05/02/2019WRC05000HSE Agency Staff Data

05/02/2019WRC0510090. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the cost to the HSE of its use of agen-
cy staff in all nursing grades since 2010; the projected costs for 2019, if available; the number 
of vacancies for full-time positions for nurses and midwives in the public hospital system; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5369/19]

05/02/2019WRC05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this.

05/02/2019WRC05300Disabilities Assessments

05/02/2019WRC0540091. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that the new 
standard operating procedure for the assessment of need does not require the HSE to diagnose 
a child at the assessment of need stage (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52346/18]

05/02/2019WRC05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRC05600Respite Care Services Availability

05/02/2019WRC0570092. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the action he is 
taking to address the disparity in the provision of respite care nationwide; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5246/19]

05/02/2019WRC05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability. 
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As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRC05900Disabilities Assessments

05/02/2019WRC0600093. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ensure that 
the HSE rectifies the undue and excessive delays in completing proper and lawful assessment of 
needs for children with disabilities in view of the fact that the ongoing failure to provide these 
services is perceived to be a failure to respect children’s rights under Article 8 of the European 
Convention of Human Rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52342/18]

05/02/2019WRC06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRD00200Hospital Services

05/02/2019WRD0030094. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the actions he has taken fur-
ther to correspondence from a person (details supplied) on Merlin Park Hospital, Galway; if he 
has met with the relevant stakeholders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5335/19]

05/02/2019WRD00400400. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason orthopaedic services 
have not recommenced on the Merlin Park campus of Galway University Hospital as promised; 
when they will recommence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5420/19]

05/02/2019WRD00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 94 and 400 
together.

As the deputy may be aware, it was necessary to close both orthopaedic theatres at Merlin 
Park to allow remedial work to be completed. 

This remedial work facilitated the re-opening of one orthopaedic theatre in March 2018.  
In order to restore full elective orthopaedic services, the Hospital Group undertook a tender 
process for the provision of two modular orthopaedic theatres at the Merlin Park University 
Hospital site.  A successful vendor was selected which allowed for the submission of a planning 
application on the 20th of December, 2018.

The timeframe for the delivery of the theatres will be established pending the outcome of 
the planning application.

05/02/2019WRD00600Home Care Packages Data

05/02/2019WRD0070095. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the increase in home support hours 
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being provided for in the 2019 HSE service plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5252/19]

05/02/2019WRD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The HSE’s Nation-
al Service Plan provides for a target of 17.9 million home support hours to be provided to 
53,182 people. This represents an increase of about 800,000 hours and home support for 2,682 
more people over last year’s target. In addition, 235 intensive home care packages will provide 
360,000 home support hours for people with complex needs.

05/02/2019WRD00900Hospitals Capital Programme

05/02/2019WRD0100096. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the planned future uses of 
Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin; and if the sale to Dublin City Council for housing and 
a local library has been considered. [5311/19]

05/02/2019WRD01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As of 1 January 2019, Children’s Health 
Ireland (CHI) governs the provision of paediatric services in  Dublin at the Crumlin, Temple 
Street and Tallaght sites and will open  services at the OPD Urgent Care Centre on the  Connolly 
hospital campus in Mid 2019. Under the legislation establishing CHI, the boards of Crumlin 
and Temple Street hospitals voluntarily transferred  their assets and liabilities to the new entity. 
As such, the Crumlin hospital campus has transferred to Children’s Health Ireland. On comple-
tion of the new children’s hospital on the campus of St James’s and the two paediatric outpatient 
urgent care centres at Connolly and Tallaght Hospitals, paediatric services will no longer be 
provided at the Children’s and Temple Street sites. 

The HSE  entered into Memoranda of Understanding with Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital 
Crumlin and Temple Street Children’s University Hospital to ensure that the State’s investment 
to date in the hospitals is protected when the paediatric services are transferred to the new chil-
dren’s hospital. Future uses for the Crumlin site have not yet been determined.  

The new children’s hospital on the campus shared with St James’s Hospital, is scheduled 
to  become operational in 2022. Until such time as all inpatient services transfer to the new 
hospital, they will continue to be provided in the facilities on the site of Our Lady’s Children’s 
Hospital Crumlin.  

The potential future uses to which the Crumlin land and buildings, or the proceeds of same, 
can be put for the benefit of children’s services is under consideration. No decision has been 
taken on this as yet.

05/02/2019WRD01200Healthcare Policy

05/02/2019WRD0130097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given 
to the establishment of regional bodies consisting of public representatives, the professional 
stakeholders and patient representatives with a view to restoring a demographic structure na-
tionally in the context of reorganisation of the health services (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5384/19]

05/02/2019WRD01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In August 2018, I published the Sláintecare 
Implementation Strategy which provides the framework within which a system-wide health 
reform programme will be advanced. The Strategy contains specific commitments in relation to 
improving governance and accountability across the health service. 
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The task of identifying the optimal set of health structures including national and regional 
bodies, and the most appropriate governance, accountability and performance framework for 
the future health system will be an important stream of work under the Sláintecare programme 
of reform. As set out in the Implementation Strategy, I am committed to the development of 
a new system of health structures comprising a leaner national centre with responsibility for 
national planning, strategy and standard setting, complemented by regional integrated care or-
ganisations with responsibility for the planning and delivery of services at a regional level. 

As a first step, my Department undertook a public consultation regarding the geographical 
alignment of current regional structures, Hospital Groups and Community Healthcare Organi-
sations, in 2018. The submissions to the consultation have been analysed by my Department 
and I hope to bring proposals to Government regarding geographical alignment shortly. 

In parallel, my Department has commenced developing proposals in relation to the recon-
figuration of health service structures, including the development of regional integrated care 
organisations. This will include consideration of the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
Department of Health, HSE national centre and new regional bodies, and the governance ar-
rangements that will apply. I expect to bring these detailed proposals regarding these regional 
organisations to Government in late 2019.

05/02/2019WRD01500Proposed Legislation

05/02/2019WRD0160098. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of progress on the 
human tissue (transplantation, post-mortem, anatomical examination and public display) Bill 
which deals with the introduction of the opt-out system for organ donation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5411/19]

05/02/2019WRD01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The General Scheme of a Human Tissue 
(Transplantation, Post-Mortem, Anatomical Examination and Public Display) Bill is being fi-
nalised at present and will be submitted to Government shortly.   

 The General Scheme will include provisions for a soft opt-out system of consent for de-
ceased organ donation.

05/02/2019WRD01800Nursing Staff Recruitment

05/02/2019WRD0190099. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Health the status of work to deal with 
issues on the recruitment and retention of nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5388/19]

05/02/2019WRD02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, the recruitment and 
retention of nurses and midwives has been a consistent priority for me.  Challenges exist around 
recruitment and retention of these professions, against a backdrop of a shortage at a global 
level. However, despite these challenges, the data shows that the HSE has managed to increase 
the number of nurses and midwives employed. A total of 867 WTEs, including student nurses, 
were recruited by the HSE in 2018.  

I do believe that the recent pay proposals put forward were a positive step towards making 
the public health service a more attractive place to work for nurses and midwives. Firstly, the 
Public Service Pay Commission recommended 20% increases to the Specialist Qualification 
and Location Allowances for nurses.  They are also to be extended to maternity services. In 
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addition, the Commission recommended that eligibility requirements for Senior Staff Nurse or 
Midwife be reduced from 20 to 17 years.

The Government proposals made to address the issue of New Entrant pay will also benefit 
approximately 10,000 nurses to the value of around €3,000 each. 

On foot of the Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA), Government is making very con-
siderable resources available to increase public service pay, including in respect of nurses.  This 
is on the basis that this agreement is honoured in full by all of the parties involved.  As has been 
already pointed out in recent days. industrial action and seeking a cost increasing pay claim are 
both prohibited under the PSSA.  However, I continue to believe that a solution can be found.  
I would urge the parties to come together in the intervening period before next Tuesday, to see 
if there is a way forward.

05/02/2019WRD02100Ambulance Service Staff

05/02/2019WRD02200100. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the recent suspension of ambulance staff in County Cork due to issues relating to work rotas; 
the efforts he has made to resolve same and ensure that ambulance services in the county are 
safely staffed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5128/19]

05/02/2019WRD02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

05/02/2019WRD02400Hospital Services

05/02/2019WRD02500101. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to increase 
the number of orthopaedic operations being carried out in Galway by the Saolta hospital group; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5412/19]

05/02/2019WRD02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government and €75 million was allocated to 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) in Budget 2019 to provide treatment for patients. 

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 for inpatient, day case and outpatients shortly. The plan will ensure an appropriate balance 
between high volume activities and offering treatment to complex long-waiting patients. It will 
reflect activity targets from the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, to reduce waiting 
times across specialties and improve access to appointments and procedures.  The plan will also 
set out activity levels for the NTPF in line with their increased allocation of funding in 2019. 

The NTPF will deliver this activity through working with hospital groups and individual 
hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated in a both 
public and private capacity. Under the Plan the NTPF has committed to make offers of treat-
ment to patients waiting for one of 75 hospital procedures, which will include orthopaedics. 
The longest waiting patients who are clinically suitable for outsourcing for one of these targeted 
procedures will be offered treatment in 2019.

05/02/2019WRD02700Hospital Staff Recruitment
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05/02/2019WRD02800102. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when the short-stay 
ward will open in Letterkenny University Hospital, County Donegal; the preparations the HSE 
has under way to ensure it is open promptly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5121/19]

05/02/2019WRD02900112. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if recruitment has com-
menced to staff the short-stay ward at Letterkenny University Hospital, County Donegal; the 
number of staff in addition to the relevant grades which have been advertised for the ward; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5122/19]

05/02/2019WRD03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 102 and 
112 together.

As Minister for Health, I recognise that hospitals are increasingly operating at or above 
capacity, with year-round demand pressures that are further challenged over the winter months. 
It is against this background that the Health Service Capacity Review 2018 recommended an 
increase in acute hospitals beds of over 2,600 by 2031 to support the projected increase in de-
mand for services in the years ahead. 

Increasing capacity is therefore a priority for the Government. Over the past 18 months, an 
additional 240 beds have been opened.

A Capacity Programme for 2019 has been agreed, which provides for the following in-
creases to capacity, as set out in the National Service Plan 2019:

- 78 additional beds are planned for 2019, including the 40-bed modular build in South Tip-
perary General Hospital, the 30-bed ward in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda, 4 HDU 
beds in Cork University Hospital and 4 HDU beds in the Mater Hospital;

- 75 acute beds and 70 community beds to come on stream in 2019, as part of the Winter 
Plan 2018/19, including 5 additional beds in Letterkenny University Hospital due for opening 
in quarter 1 2019; and

- preparation of 202 beds, of which 16 are critical care, by quarter 4 2019 with a view to 
bringing this extra capacity into operation in the first quarter of 2020, including additional beds 
in Letterkenny University Hospital.

In relation to the Deputy’s query on the HSE’s preparations ahead of the opening of the 
beds and the recruitment of staff, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to 
the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRD03100Tobacco Control Measures

05/02/2019WRD03200103. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if smoking cessation aids will 
be provided under the medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5313/19]

05/02/2019WRD03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Tobacco consumption is the largest avoid-
able health threat in Ireland; one in two smokers will die from a tobacco related disease. The 
policy document “Tobacco Free Ireland” sets out over 60 recommendations, with the overall 
aims of denormalising smoking in our society, protecting children from the harms of tobacco, 
enforcing, regulating and legislating for tobacco activities and products, educating about the 
dangers of tobacco and assisting those who smoke to stop.Making nicotine replacement therapy 
(NRT) more widely available, including in outlets where tobacco products are sold, is one of 
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the recommendations in “Tobacco Free Ireland”. NRT is available to medical card holders, on 
prescription, on the General Medical Services (GMS) Scheme. NRT products are also available 
as over the counter items, without the need for a prescription. In 2014, the Health Products 
Regulatory Authority announced that it had licensed some NRT items for sale in non-pharmacy 
outlets. In addition, two non-nicotine prescription medicines are authorised in Ireland to assist 
in smoking cessation, and these are available in the community drug schemes.

  Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 69.

05/02/2019WRD03500Hospitals Capital Programme

05/02/2019WRD03600105. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if the proposed 90-bed unit for 
St. Patrick’s Hospital, Cashel, County Tipperary, is proceeding according to schedule and will 
not be postponed due to the overspend on the national children’s hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5161/19]

05/02/2019WRD03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

05/02/2019WRD03800Nursing Staff Remuneration

05/02/2019WRD03900106. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is 
equitable that graduate nursing and midwifery salaries are significantly less than the graduate 
nursing salaries for allied health professionals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5393/19]

05/02/2019WRD04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): A new entrant nurse or midwife in their 
first year earn an effective annual salary of €30,669.  In addition to this basic salary, the HSE 
estimates that on average nurses and midwives earn an additional 20% of their basic salary in 
allowances and premium payments, which would increase the average gross salary for a new 
entrant nurse to €36,802. This compares favourably with other areas of graduate recruitment 
to the public service (where starting salaries are in the region of €30,000) and wage rates in 
the wider economy. Based on the most recent graduate earnings survey available, the average 
graduate earnings in Ireland are in the region of €28,000.  

It should also be noted that it is not unusual for different graduates of different professions 
are paid at different rates, on completion of a four-year degree in their chosen field.

05/02/2019WRD04100National Children’s Hospital Administration

05/02/2019WRD04200107. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his views on the current mem-
bership of the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board to oversee the delivery of Phase 
B of the national children’s hospital project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5162/19]

05/02/2019WRD04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Established under the National Paediatric 
Hospital Development (Establishment) Order 2007, the NPHDB is charged with planning, de-
signing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital and outpatient and urgent care 
centres. As the Deputy is aware,  on 2nd February last, the Chair of the Board tendered his 
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resignation which I have accepted. 

An independent review of the escalation of costs in the new children’s hospital is underway,  
to be concluded by the end of March. I have stated very clearly I will act on the findings of that 
report, including in relation to  governance matters.

05/02/2019WRD04400Hospital Deaths

05/02/2019WRD04500108. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if an independent investigation into 
the death of a person (details supplied) will take place as soon as possible. [5341/19]

05/02/2019WRD04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware of a tragic event that occurred 
on 25 December last. I am unable to comment on individual cases. However, my thoughts and 
sympathies go out to the family at this very sad time. The HSE will update my Department as 
information becomes available. The HSE have also provided assurances to my Department that 
procedures for a full review are currently being put in place.

05/02/2019WRD04700Hospital Appointments Delays

05/02/2019WRD04800109. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason 4,450 persons 
have been waiting for an outpatient consultation in Cork city hospitals since before 1 January 
2017. [5407/19]

05/02/2019WRD04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are of-
ten unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this 
regard, I am committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health, Health Service Executive (HSE) and Na-
tional Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 shortly. This will 
set out commitments aimed at improving access for patients waiting for hospital operations or 
procedures, as well as patients waiting for a first Outpatient appointment. 

A key element of this Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List which remains 
a significant challenge. The HSE, in line with the National Service Plan 2019 will provide 3.3 
million outpatient appointments, more than 1 million of which will be first outpatient appoint-
ments. 

In 2019, the HSE will focus in particular on specialties with a high volume of referrals and 
large proportions of long-waiting patients including ENT and Dermatology. In addition, the 
NTPF, with an increased allocation of €75million in 2019, will fund an additional 40,000 first 
outpatient appointments through weekend and out of hour’s clinics and ‘see and treat’ clinics. 

The NTPF will deliver this additional activity in the health service by working with hospital 
groups and individual hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of 
patients treated in both a public and private capacity. In this context, South/South West Hospital 
Group advise that through the support of the NPTF, 250 Orthopaedic patients will be seen in 
extra Outpatient sessions in 2019. This is a pathway that proved very successful in 2018 where 
similar additional clinics were used to provide outpatient appointments to 170 of the longest 
waiting patients.

The NTPF also advise that submissions considered and approved to date include provision 
for an additional Specialist Registrar and Nursing support to run additional Dermatology clinics 
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for up to 500 long waiters in South Infirmary University Hospital in 2019.

05/02/2019WRD05000Cancer Screening Programmes

05/02/2019WRD05100110. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health when the proposed review of some 
CervicalCheck tests and smears by an organisation (details supplied)  will commence; when it 
will report; if the review will detail both the grade of error involved in each false negative test 
and the number of such by each laboratory contracted under the scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5366/19]

05/02/2019WRD05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following the Government decision on 8 
May 2018, an Independent Clinical Expert Panel Review is being carried out by the Royal 
College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) with expertise also sourced through the 
British Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology. The protocol for the Review has been 
published on the website of the Department of Health.

Where the expert panel opinion of cytology results differs to the original results provided 
by CervicalCheck, the panel will endeavour to determine, wherever possible, any failures to 
prevent cancer or to intervene at an earlier stage and will prepare individual reports for those 
affected, setting out the facts and their expert and independent assessment of those facts. The 
review will also produce an aggregated report. 

A process has taken place to seek the consent of women to be included in the review, and 
over 1,000 women have now consented, or about 63% of those eligible. This is a very welcome 
level of participation and will facilitate a robust analysis of the performance of the Programme 
at an aggregated level. The HSE advises that the Expert Panel has been provided with colpos-
copy and other data in respect of women who have consented to participate, and that the transfer 
of slides for the cytology phase has now commenced, in accordance with standard operating 
procedures designed to ensure slides are protected. The Royal College has indicated it will take 
at least six months to complete the review.

05/02/2019WRD05300Hospitals Building Programme

05/02/2019WRD05400111. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 289 of 25 September 2018, the status of the options appraisal for the model four 
hospital in County Galway; when it will be published; the persons conducting the appraisal; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5334/19]

05/02/2019WRD05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

  Question No. 112 answered with Question No. 102.

05/02/2019WRD05700HSE Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRD05800113. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for services 
for those who require early childhood health services in counties Galway and Mayo; the steps 
being taken to address the waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5413/19]

05/02/2019WRD05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
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ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRE00200Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRE00300114. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the reason 2,401 persons have 
been waiting for an outpatient consultation in Tullamore Hospital for more than two years 
[5397/19]

05/02/2019WRE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are of-
ten unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this 
regard, I am committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health, Health Service Executive (HSE) and Na-
tional Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 shortly. This will 
set out commitments aimed at improving access for patients waiting for hospital operations or 
procedures, as well as patients waiting for a first Outpatient appointment. 

A key element of this Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List which remains 
a significant challenge. The HSE, in line with the National Service Plan 2019 will provide 3.3 
million outpatient appointments, more than 1 million of which will be first outpatient appoint-
ments. 

In 2019, the HSE will focus in particular on specialties with a high volume of referrals and 
large proportions of long-waiting patients including ENT and Dermatology. In addition, the 
NTPF, with an increased allocation of €75 million in 2019, will fund an additional 40,000 first 
outpatient appointments through weekend and out of hour’s clinics and ‘see and treat’ clinics. 

The NTPF will deliver this additional activity in the health service by working with hospital 
groups and individual hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of 
patients treated in both a public and private capacity. I would strongly encourage all hospitals, 
including The Midland Regional Hospital Tullamore, to collaborate with the NTPF to identify 
waiting list initiatives.  

05/02/2019WRE00500Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRE00600115. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the action which will be taken 
in 2019 to reduce the waiting times for orthopaedic services in Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan. 
[5403/19]

05/02/2019WRE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government and €75 million was allocated to 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) in Budget 2019 to provide treatment for patients. 

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
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2019 for inpatient, day case and outpatients shortly. The plan will ensure an appropriate balance 
between high volume activities and offering treatment to complex long-waiting patients. It will 
reflect activity targets from the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, to reduce waiting 
times across specialties and improve access to appointments and procedures.  The plan will also 
set out activity levels for the NTPF in line with their increased allocation of funding in 2019. 

The NTPF will deliver this activity through working with hospital groups and individual 
hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated in both 
a public and private capacity. Under the Plan the NTPF has committed to make offers of treat-
ment to patients waiting for one of 75 hospital procedures, which will include orthopaedics. 
The longest waiting patients who are clinically suitable for outsourcing for one of these targeted 
procedures will be offered treatment in 2019.  

In relation to the specific matter raised, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the 
Deputy.

05/02/2019WRE00800Hospitals Building Programme

05/02/2019WRE00900116. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for the construc-
tion of a new elective hospital in County Cork; the action taken to advance this project in 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5269/19]

05/02/2019WRE01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Project Ireland 2040 includes significant 
new healthcare programmes, including projects in relation to additional capacity and the de-
velopment of three elective only facilities. These projects reflect the next stage of health sector 
development, and many require significant policy scoping and planning assessment to be car-
ried out. 

It is not possible at this stage to give a timeline for the construction of the proposed new 
dedicated ambulatory elective hospital facilities under Project Ireland 2040. 

Detailed policy analysis to underpin this very significant health capital investment is now 
being considered by the Department of Health, with the aim of ensuring value for money and 
meeting both current and future service needs. This will guide the service and operational speci-
fication for the new facilities and allow for an objective basis for the evaluation of proposals. 
There will be appropriate consultation in the development of this policy which will be based 
upon international best practice and national population health planning.

05/02/2019WRE01100Cancer Patient Advisory Committee

05/02/2019WRE01200117. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the make-up of the cancer 
patient advisory committee; and his views on the importance of having a lung cancer specialist 
in view of the lack of lung cancer advocacy groups here. [5267/19]

05/02/2019WRE01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Cancer Patient Advisory Committee 
comprises 15 members, chaired by a representative of my Department.  A list of the Members 
of the Committee, which has been published previously, is attached.

A Call for Expressions of Interest for membership of the Committee was published in Sep-
tember 2018 and there was a very good response. Primarily individuals with direct experience 
of cancer treatment as a patient were sought as members, although those who supported a fam-
ily member or close friend through cancer treatment, or those supporting cancer patients as part 
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of their work were also considered. A selection process was undertaken by a group comprising 
representatives of the Irish Cancer Society, the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme, my 
Department and a member of the former Cancer Patient Forum.

Cancer Patient Advisory Committee Members*

Name County
Louise Carolan McKeon Cavan
Sarah Carty Wicklow
Edel Chadwick Clare
Ann Cullen Dublin
Noelle Duddy Donegal
Deirdre Fitzpatrick Dublin 
Ken Loughran Wicklow
Mairead Mangan Dublin 
Fiona McEntee Dublin 
Ciara Morris Dublin 
Michael Nowlan Dublin 
Miriam O’Driscoll Cork
Mary Powell Dublin 
P.J Rainey Mayo
Mary-Claire Rennick Meath
 *The Committee is chaired by Michael Conroy, Department of Health

05/02/2019WRE01400Primary Care Centres Provision

05/02/2019WRE01500118. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the future status of a 
centre (details supplied) in view of the concerns of staff and community regarding the possible 
closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5266/19]

05/02/2019WRE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRE01700Dental Services Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRE01800119. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the initiatives being taken 
to address the long waiting times for dental waiting lists for children; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5391/19]

05/02/2019WRE01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRE02000Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/02/2019WRE02100120. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if the age restriction will be 
ceased and a monitoring system and associated devices (details supplied) made free and acces-
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sible to all persons with type 1 diabetes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5386/19]

05/02/2019WRE02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRE02300Mental Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRE02400121. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the supports available 
to those presenting to emergency departments displaying signs of mental illness but have yet to 
receive an official diagnosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5365/19]

05/02/2019WRE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRE02600Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRE02700122. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce exclusion 
zones around facilities which are providing abortion services. [5129/19]

05/02/2019WRE02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): It is my intention to introduce legislation to 
ensure safe access to premises in which termination of pregnancy services may be provided. 
The intention of the legislation would be to allow patients, service providers, healthcare staff 
and members of the public to enter such premises without fear of intimidation or harassment.

While it was originally intended to provide for such safe access in the Health (Regulation 
of Termination of Pregnancy) Bill 2018, a number of legal issues were identified during the 
drafting process. In order to allow full consideration of these issues, Government approved the 
drafting of a separate piece of legislation on safe access to health services.

Officials in my Department will work with the Office of the Attorney General on this leg-
islation.

05/02/2019WRE02900HSE Reports

05/02/2019WRE03000123. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he has spoken with officials 
in the Department of Health in Northern Ireland on ensuring access for persons here to a clinic 
(details supplied) for mesh survivors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5314/19]

05/02/2019WRE03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In late 2017, concerns arose about the fre-
quency and severity of complications associated with the use of mesh devices in the surgical 
treatment of Stress Urinary Incontinence (SUI) and Pelvic Organ Prolapse (POP) in women in 
Ireland.  In responding to these questions and in recognition of the complexity of the matters 
arising, I requested the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to prepare a report on the clinical and 
technical issues involved in ensuring both:

a) the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology; andb) an appro-
priate response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing such procedures.



Questions - Written Answers

34

Preparation of the report has involved consultation and engagement with national and in-
ternational bodies. The report has been informed by review of international reports and safety 
reviews of mesh surgery which have been published in recent years. The report has also been 
informed by the personal experiences of women who have suffered complications following 
mesh surgery.

The Report identifies that for many women, surgical procedures using synthetic mesh de-
vices have provided a more effective and less invasive form of treatment than traditional SUI 
and POP procedures. However, mesh devices are associated with significant and severe com-
plications in a minority of women. These are of concern given the difficulties of mesh implant 
removal.

The Report makes 19 recommendations including:

- the development of patient information and informed consent materials;

- surgical professional training and multidisciplinary expertise in units carrying out mesh 
procedures;

- the development of clinical guidance;

- the development of information systems to monitor the ongoing use of mesh devices;

- ensuring the reporting of mesh related complications; and

- ensuring timely, appropriate and accessible care pathways for the management of women 
with complications. 

The report was completed and published on the Department of Health website on 21 No-
vember 2018.

In advance of the report’s completion, the HSE was requested in May 2018 to begin work 
immediately on the development of national standardised patient information and informed 
consent materials and the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate 
referral services for women suffering serious complications. The HSE was also asked by the 
Chief Medical Officer on 24 July to pause all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so, 
until a number of key recommendations are implemented. 

A Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory Group has been convened by the HSE, to advise on 
and progress all of the recommendations.  I am informed that an ongoing work programme 
for the development of appropriate patient information resources and consent materials, and 
the clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate referral services for 
women suffering from mesh-related complications is being progressed through this Group. The 
HSE has advised that many women have already engaged with this pathway system and have 
attended centres for second opinion and follow up appointments.  

I am informed that work is ongoing by the HSE to examine options for sourcing services 
from abroad to address any immediate shortfalls identified, either through utilisation of the 
treatment abroad scheme or through agreement with relevant centres. 

The Secretary General of my Department wrote to the HSE on November 27 2018 to re-
quest that it prepare a detailed Implementation Plan for the complete set of recommendations 
set out in the CMO’s Report, to be approved by the Leadership Team in the HSE and published 
on the HSE website within three months of receipt of the report, or sooner if completed. It was 
also requested that a copy of the Implementation Plan, together with an interim report on the 
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implementation of those recommendations on which work has already commenced, should be 
submitted to the Department at the time of publication of the Implementation Plan.

05/02/2019WRE03200Services for People with Disabilities

05/02/2019WRE03300124. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the way in which there 
will be an increase of 170,000 personal assistant hours to persons with disabilities over the 2018 
target without an increase in funding; the number of persons who will receive personal assistant 
hours in 2019; the average number of hours that will be provided per person daily; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4712/19]

05/02/2019WRE03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRE03500Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRE03600125. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health the level of general practitioner 
based abortion services coverage nationally by county. [5126/19]

05/02/2019WRE03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): To date 259 general practitioners have signed 
the contract and each day more are signing up as the service evolves. 

There is a good geographical spread of general practitioners taking part, as well as the Well 
Woman and Irish Family Planning Association clinics. 

05/02/2019WRE03800Hospital Services

05/02/2019WRE03900126. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 394 of 20 November 2018, the outcome of the tender process for the provision 
of a modular theatre facility to provide two replacement theatres; the date on which it went to 
tender; the person or body that was granted the tender; when the facility will be in place and 
operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5336/19]

05/02/2019WRE04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

05/02/2019WRE04100Health Services Staff

05/02/2019WRE04200127. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the action that will be taken to ad-
dress the significant shortage of specialist psychiatrist positions in the midlands; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [5398/19]

05/02/2019WRE04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRE04400Capital Expenditure Programme

05/02/2019WRE04500128. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the projects identified as 
required or likely to be delayed in view of the additional funds required for the National Chil-
dren’s Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5390/19]

05/02/2019WRE04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project. The re-
quirements of the new children’s hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration.

05/02/2019WRE04700HSE Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRE04800129. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he 
continues to monitor the waiting lists throughout the health services with particular reference 
to specific procedures (details supplied); if the utilisation of the treatment purchase scheme can 
be used to clear backlogs in the first instance thereby facilitating smoothness and efficiency 
throughout the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5385/19]

05/02/2019WRE04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government and €75 million was allocated to 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) in Budget 2019 to provide treatment for patients. 

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 for inpatient, day case and outpatients shortly. The plan will ensure an appropriate balance 
between high volume activities and offering treatment to complex long-waiting patients. It will 
reflect activity targets from the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, to reduce waiting 
times across specialties and improve access to appointments and procedures.  The plan will also 
set out activity levels for the NTPF in line with their increased allocation of funding in 2019. 

The NTPF will deliver this activity through working with hospital groups and individual 
hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated in both 
public and private capacity. Under the Plan the NTPF has committed to make offers of treat-
ment to patients waiting for one of 75 hospital procedures, which will include orthopaedics. The 
longest-waiting patients who are clinically suitable for one of these targeted procedures will be 
offered treatment in 2019.  

My Department has placed a particular priority on performance improvement in scheduled 
care in order to improve access for patients and oversees the performance of the HSE and the 
NTPF against agreed targets. This includes weekly analysis of waiting list figures provided by 
the NTPF and regular review meetings with the HSE and the NTPF.
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05/02/2019WRE05000Cancer Screening Programmes

05/02/2019WRE05100130. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the reason his Department and HSE 
officials are refusing to release information that would detail the number of false negative tests 
in the cervical screening programme by each laboratory; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5368/19]

05/02/2019WRE05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I want to be clear that neither my Depart-
ment nor the HSE is refusing to release the information requested. As has previously been ad-
vised to the Deputy, the HSE has advised that analysis is required in order to make the requested 
data available. The requirement for analysis reflects the complexities involved. 

For example, some women may have had multiple smears, not necessarily read in the same 
lab; slides may have changed by one grade or multiple grades which is a complexity that would 
not be shown by a simple breakdown across labs; labs dealt with different regional populations; 
in the early years of the programme, it was dealing with an unscreened population which is a 
further complexity.  Following significant efforts on the part of the HSE, a person with appro-
priate expertise was identified in late 2018 to carry out this analysis, and this work is ongoing. 
The HSE has advised it expects this work to be completed within the coming weeks.

05/02/2019WRE05300Primary Care Centres

05/02/2019WRE05400131. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
building a primary healthcare facility (details supplied) in Dublin 12. [5310/19]

05/02/2019WRE05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

05/02/2019WRE05600Cancer Screening Programmes

05/02/2019WRE05700132. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if there are potential clini-
cal implications, including the potential for delayed initiation of treatment for women being 
asked to take repeat smear tests due to the delays in testing; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5392/19]

05/02/2019WRE05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The unprecedented demand in cervical 
screening in 2018, due to understandable concerns from women as well as increased uptake 
of screening, has led to long and very regrettable delays in the reporting of results. The HSE 
has advised me that results are currently being reported on average within 22 weeks of the test 
being taken. While in some cases results are reported in a shorter period of time, in other cases 
this period of time is longer.

I would like to sincerely apologise to the women affected by these delays and assure them 
that this is a top priority for myself, my Department and the HSE. The HSE is working actively 
to manage the issue and to identify additional capacity where possible, although the global 
shortage of cytology capacity means this is very challenging.

The HSE has advised that the natural history of cervical cancer would indicate that the 
disease would normally develop over a period of 10 to 15 years. Due to this very fact, it is im-
portant that any woman of screening age attends for cervical screening when she is invited to 
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do so. In this context, the current reporting time of cervical screening results, whilst undesirable 
and regrettable, poses a very low risk to women.

As the Deputy will be aware, false negatives are inherent in all cervical screening pro-
grammes, and cervical screening will not prevent all cancers. However, we know that cervical 
screening saves lives. Regular smear testing is the most important thing a woman can do to 
prevent cervical cancer, and that is why my focus is on ensuring continuation of the screening 
programme and that the current challenges in relation to smear test turnaround are addressed.

05/02/2019WRE05900Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

05/02/2019WRE06000133. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the work being undertaken re-
garding the report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Children and Youth Affairs on tackling 
childhood obesity; if he is satisfied with the recommendations contained in the report; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [52296/18]

05/02/2019WRE06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The national 
Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group (OPIOG) established under the Chair of the 
Department of Health, is comprised of individuals from a range of Government Departments 
and Agencies. It is providing oversight to the implementation of the recommendations of the 
national Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP). At its next meeting, the OPIOG will consider 
the Report on Tackling Childhood Obesity from the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Children 
and Youth Affairs for the purposes of, among others, aligning both sets of recommendations.

05/02/2019WRE06200Hospitals Building Programme

05/02/2019WRE06300134. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital (details 
supplied); the timeframe for the project; and when funding will be ring-fenced. [5029/19]

05/02/2019WRE06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

05/02/2019WRF00200Departmental Staff Data

05/02/2019WRF00300135. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if extra staff have been employed or 
redeployed in the EU section in his Department. [5331/19]

05/02/2019WRF00400The Taoiseach: The EU section of my Department assists me in my role as a member of the 
European Council, and in my other EU and international engagements.  It also advises me on 
EU policy matters and works to ensure a coherent whole of Government approach. 

The section provides advice and briefing relating to my EU related engagements, including 
meetings of the European Council and other EU summits, bilateral engagements with Heads 
of Government of EU member states and other countries and EU affairs more generally.  The 
section also works closely with other relevant departments, notably the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade.

A Second Secretary General, who also acts as the Irish Sherpa for EU business, including 
Brexit issues, heads my Department’s International, EU and Northern Ireland Division.
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Within this Division, the EU section specifically is comprised of 12 posts, including an As-
sistant Secretary General.

Staffing resources are kept under ongoing review in line with business needs.

05/02/2019WRF00500Naval Service

05/02/2019WRF00600136. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he and his 
officials have attended meetings on the remediation work of Haulbowline Island; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5080/19]

05/02/2019WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Responsibility 
for the remediation of Haulbowline Island has been assigned by Government to the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and Marine. As the Naval Service has and will continue to have a signifi-
cant presence on the Island, my officials have attended meetings with that Department and Cork 
County Council on the matter.

05/02/2019WRF00800Common Security and Defence Policy

05/02/2019WRF00900137. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if Ireland 
is involved as an observer in PESCO projects; if involvement as an observer was not announced 
publically alongside the announcement of involvement as a full participant in two PESCO proj-
ects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4959/19]

05/02/2019WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Ireland’s partici-
pation in PESCO was agreed by Government and approved by Dáil Éireann prior to the Council 
Decision establishing PESCO on 11 December 2017. As a participant in PESCO, Ireland is 
required to participate in one PESCO project. 

There are currently 34 PESCO Projects that are being developed covering areas such as 
training, land, maritime, air, cyber, and joint enabling. The initial list of 17 projects to be devel-
oped under PESCO was established in the Council Decision on 6 March 2018 and second list 
of 17 additional projects to be developed under PESCO was established in the Council Decision 
on 19 November 2018.

I have previously confirmed Ireland’s participation in two PESCO projects - (1) The Euro-
pean Union Training Mission Competence Centre and (2) Upgrade of Maritime Surveillance 
from the initial list of PESCO Projects, and Ireland’s Observer status on a further eight PESCO 
projects  - six from the initial list and two from the second list.

While there was no formal announcement of Ireland’s participation as a full participant or 
observer to the PESCO Projects, the details are no secret and have been the subject of public 
discourse, media coverage and debate in this House, since PESCO and the PESCO Projects 
were launched.  At every opportunity, most recently in a PQ response reference no. 1966/19 
dated 17th January 2019, the details of the PESCO projects Ireland is engaged in, both as an 
observer and as a participant, have been elaborated.

05/02/2019WRF01100Defence Forces Retirements

05/02/2019WRF01200138. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the provisions in 
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place to support retired members of the Defence Forces once they leave active service. [4975/19]

05/02/2019WRF01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I recognise the 
valued public service given to the State by retired members of the Defence Forces.  Officials 
from my Department and I hold regular meetings with three Veterans’ Associations, the Irish 
United Nations Veterans Association (IUNVA), the Organisation of National Ex-Service Per-
sonnel (O.N.E.) and the Association of Retired Commissioned Officers (ARCO).  The Veterans’ 
Associations raise issues of concern to their members at these meetings.

As part of the supports currently offered to veterans, my Department has Service Level 
Agreements with O.N.E. and IUNVA which set out the services the Department provides to 
these Associations.  Under the terms of these SLAs, my Department provides financial support 
by way of an annual subvention to O.N.E. and IUNVA to encourage their valuable efforts and 
the range of services they offer to ex-service personnel.  The subvention given to O.N.E. was 
increased from €44,000 to €100,000 per annum last year.  This significant increase in the grant 
will make a substantial contribution to the work of O.N.E. which provides accommodation to 
homeless, elderly and disabled ex-members of the Defence Forces in Smithfield, Dublin, Ath-
lone and Letterkenny.  The subvention given to IUNVA is €11,000 per annum.  The funding 
provided by my Department is to support the general overheads of the organisations. 

I am strongly supportive of O.N.E.’s plans to increase the number of its Veteran Support 
Centres (VSCs) around the country.  The purpose of the VSC is to provide somewhere for 
veterans to receive information and advice and a welcoming place to meet former comrades.  
The VSC helps to prevent homelessness through early intervention and to actively address 
loneliness.  In 2012 O.N.E. established two VSCs in Aiken Barracks, Dundalk and in Lord Ed-
ward Street, Limerick.  Since the beginning of 2018, my Department and the Defence Forces 
have worked with O.N.E. to bring to fruition their plans for a network of VSCs nationwide.  
O.N.E. has opened a further six VSCs in Custume Barracks, Athlone; Casement Aerodrome, 
Baldonnel; the Defence Forces Training Centre, Curragh Camp; Dún UÍ Mhaolíosa Barracks, 
Renmore, Galway; Stephens Barracks, Kilkenny; and  a temporary office in Collins Barracks, 
Cork until the permanent VSC is refurbished.  Discussions are ongoing with O.N.E. regarding 
locations for additional VSCs throughout the country.  

I provide support by attendance at specific events whenever I can, such as the annual Veter-
ans’ Day and the launch of O.N.E.’s annual Fuchsia fundraising appeal.  

My Department, the Defence Forces and I are committed to continued engagement with 
Veterans’ Associations into the future.

05/02/2019WRF01400Naval Service

05/02/2019WRF01500139. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status of 
the remediation and site investigative works to explore the scope for improving the berthage 
capacity of Haulbowline Island; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5078/19]

05/02/2019WRF01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In October 2018 
my Department engaged Malone O’Regan, consultant civil engineers to provide at the Naval 
Base, Haulbowline, the services associated with the assessment of engineering requirements, 
design, contractor procurement and construction oversight of the work required to provide four 
additional fully serviced berths for Naval Service vessels.
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05/02/2019WRF01700Defence Forces Medicinal Products

05/02/2019WRF01800140. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the actions 
taken on foot of the two reports of the working group on Lariam. [5205/19]

05/02/2019WRF01900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): A Malaria Che-
moprophylaxis Working Group was established in January 2011 and reported in April 2013. 
The Group was re-convened in August 2015 and reported in October 2017. The purpose of the 
Group was to review, inter alia, issues arising in relation to the use of Lariam, particularly in the 
context of the current and potential litigation.

The re-convened Working Group’s recommendations focus on a number of different areas 
including planning, training and education/information sharing as well as the establishment of a 
Medical Advisory Group. This will formalise the provision of on-going expert medical advice, 
including external expert medical advice, to the Defence Forces in relation to a range of medical 
matters including chemoprophylaxis. I have accepted these recommendations and have estab-
lished an Implementation Group. This Implementation Group is progressing its work.

05/02/2019WRF02000Defence Forces Data

05/02/2019WRF02100141. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
of suicides recorded among members of the Defence Forces in the past three years, respec-
tively; if no number is recorded, his plans to compile such information on their health; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5206/19]

05/02/2019WRF02200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): All sudden deaths 
that occur in the Defence Forces are reported to the relevant Coroner’s Office. It is a matter for 
the Coroner to determine the cause of death and this is not recorded by the Defence Forces.

05/02/2019WRF02300Air Corps Expenditure

05/02/2019WRF02400142. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the figures for Air 
Corps spending on aircraft maintenance overseas in 2018, in tabular form. [5474/19]

05/02/2019WRF02500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Air Corps 
operate a fleet of fixed and rotary wing aircraft which provide military support to the Army and 
Naval Service, together with support for non-military air services such as Garda air support, air 
ambulance, fisheries protection and the Ministerial Air Transport Service.

As the Deputy will appreciate, all aircraft must undergo regular maintenance and scheduled 
overhauls to ensure that they are fully airworthy and meet the certification standards laid down 
for the aviation industry. 

The total amount expended on overseas aircraft maintenance in 2018 is set out in the fol-
lowing table.

Year Amount
2018 €2.68m

05/02/2019WRF02600Defence Forces Remuneration
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05/02/2019WRF02700143. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence when the re-
view of Defence Forces pay and conditions will be completed. [5332/19]

05/02/2019WRF02800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In accordance 
with the provisions of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020, the Government has 
tasked the Public Service Pay Commission with conducting a more comprehensive examina-
tion and analysis of underlying difficulties in recruitment and retention in those sectors and 
employment streams identified in the Commission’s Report of May 2017. 

The Public Service Pay Commission has adopted a modular approach to its work pro-
gramme. Module 1 reported in August 2018, on issues relating to the areas of Nursing and 
Midwifery, Non-Consultant Hospital Doctors and Hospital Consultants. 

Module 2 provides that the Commission will report on those other grades/specialties where 
evidence of recruitment and/or retention difficulties were found to exist in Chapter 6 of its first 
report. This includes specific challenges in the Defence sector.  The Commission has not yet 
indicated a timeline for completion of Module 2 of its work programme. 

The Public Service Pay Commission requested specific data and statistics from the Depart-
ment of Defence to assist in their analysis. This material was collated and prepared by civil 
and military personnel with inputs from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 
The  Department of Public Expenditure and Reform coordinates the public service management 
response to the Commission and it sent the Defence  material to the Public Service Pay Com-
mission on 20 December 2018. 

The Commission’s work is on-going.  The Government will give due consideration to the 
findings and recommendations that arise from the work of the Commission.  

05/02/2019WRF02900Brexit Issues

05/02/2019WRF03000144. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the way in which the UK exit from the European Union can be reconciled with the Belfast 
Agreement (details supplied). [4978/19]

05/02/2019WRF03100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government is determined to ensure that the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts, and the 
gains and benefits of the Peace Process, are protected for people on the island of Ireland, North 
and South.

The Government appreciates the solidarity and support which has been shown by all of our 
EU partners in respect of Ireland’s unique issues and concerns.

The principle of consent and the possibility of change in the constitutional status of North-
ern Ireland are fundamental elements of the Good Friday Agreement, endorsed by the people 
of this island North and South.

The Good Friday Agreement states that “it is for the people of the island of Ireland alone, 
by agreement between the two parts respectively and without external impediment, to exercise 
their right to self-determination on the basis of consent, freely and concurrently given, North 
and South, to bring about a united Ireland, if that is their wish, accepting that this right must 
be achieved and exercised with and subject to the agreement and consent of a majority of the 
people of Northern Ireland”.
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The Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland which is an integral part of the Withdrawal 
Agreement as endorsed by the European Council and agreed with the British Government pro-
tects the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts.

Article 1(1) of the Protocol confirms that it is “without prejudice to the provisions of the 
1998 Agreement regarding the constitutional status of Northern Ireland and the principle of 
consent, which provides that any change in that status can only be made with the consent of a 
majority of its people.” 

The Government remains firmly of the view that the only way to ensure an orderly with-
drawal is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement as endorsed by the European Council and agreed 
with the British Government. The European Council has made clear that it stands by the With-
drawal Agreement and that it is not for renegotiation.

The Withdrawal Agreement, including the backstop provisions, is the only agreement on the 
table that provides the essential legal guarantee to avoid a hard border in any circumstances and 
protect the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts.

Under any scenario for the UK’s exit from the European Union, the obligations and com-
mitments of the Irish and British Governments under the Good Friday Agreement remain and 
the Government will continue to work with the British Government as co-guarantor to secure 
the full implementation of the Agreement and the effective operation of all of its institutions.

05/02/2019WRF03200Trade Sanctions

05/02/2019WRF03300145. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his plans to address concerns that the funding being provided to an organisation (de-
tails supplied) is opposed to Ireland’s position regarding NGOs that support the global BDS 
boycotts, divestment and sanctions movement; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
companies have shut down online credit card donations to the organisation in May 2018 due to 
its ties to the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5066/19]

05/02/2019WRF03400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Irish Government does not support a policy of Boycott Divestment and Sanc-
tions (BDS) in relation to Israel, and does not fund any activities that promote such a policy. 

However, we also recognise that both NGOs and citizens are entitled to hold and express 
peaceful political views, including views which are not shared by their Governments. While the 
Government does not support a policy of BDS, it is a legitimate and non-violent political view-
point, and simply because an organisation may advocate for the policy would not automatically 
exclude them from Irish funding.  

I am aware of reports of challenges regarding online credit card donations to the organisa-
tion referenced. 

This comes in the context of ongoing attempts to discredit Israeli and Palestinian NGOs 
including by using unsubstantiated allegations to pressure financial institutions to withdraw 
services to them.  

Ireland’s programme of support to the Palestinian people, delivered through Irish Aid, is 
designed to support and reinforce the overarching political objective of a peaceful resolution to 
the conflict and the emergence of a viable and prosperous Palestinian State. 
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My Department is careful in vetting organisations that receive Irish Aid funding to ensure 
that there can be no misuse of funds and that Irish funding does not support groups on EU ter-
rorism lists. 

I have always made clear my support for freedom of speech and the importance of a vibrant 
civil society. Irish Aid will continue to support civil society organisations that have a role to 
play in promoting international law, human rights, and democratic values.

05/02/2019WRF03500International Election Monitoring

05/02/2019WRF03600146. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the dissatisfaction with the recent election observation competi-
tion; the reason the qualifications and experience of candidates were not awarded points in the 
competition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5135/19]

05/02/2019WRF03700147. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he is satisfied that the arrangements in place ensure that the election observation competition is 
independent and robust; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5136/19]

05/02/2019WRF03800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I propose to take Questions Nos. 146 and 147 together.

I refer the Deputy to the responses to previous Parliamentary Questions on this matter, 
Question 109 of 19 December 2018 and Questions 59 and 61 of 23 January 2019.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade administers and maintains a roster of suitably 
skilled volunteers, who are available to participate in international election observation mis-
sions organised, in the main, by the European Union (EU) and the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

A new volunteer roster was put in place in January 2019. I refer the Deputy to the response 
to Parliamentary Question 109 of 19 December 2018, which provided detailed information on 
the selection process, including on the assessment of applications. That assessment process was 
calibrated by an independent external quality assurance service. 

The Department received 395 applications, allowing a roster of 201 members to be mus-
tered, similar to the number of volunteers mustered under the previous roster. The level of 
interest meant that there was intense competition for the available places. I am confident that 
the volunteers nominated to the roster will make a quality contribution to international elec-
tion observation, and that this will reflect well on Ireland. While the intense competition helps 
to ensure that the quality of Irish election observers remains high, with nearly twice as many 
applicants as available places, not all of those willing to volunteer could be selected. While I 
appreciate that those who were not successful may be disappointed, I am fully satisfied that the 
process was robust and fair.

05/02/2019WRF04000Brexit Issues

05/02/2019WRF04100148. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the status of the common travel area in the event of a no-deal Brexit; if arrangements will con-
tinue at present; if the arrangements under the CTA will cease in a no-deal Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5292/19]
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05/02/2019WRF04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Common Travel Area (CTA) is a long-standing arrangement between Ireland and the UK which 
means Irish citizens can move freely to live, work, and study in the UK on the same basis as 
UK citizens, and vice versa.  Both the Irish and British Governments have committed to the 
maintenance of the CTA and the associated rights and entitlements of Irish and British citizens 
under this longstanding reciprocal arrangement in any circumstance. 

I updated the Government on the CTA at its meeting on 15 January. Considerable progress 
has been achieved bilaterally with the UK over the past year involving several Departments in 
what has been a whole-of-Government exercise.  

Ireland’s aim throughout has been to ensure that the necessary arrangements are made in 
both countries so that the CTA can function effectively after the UK leaves the EU. The bilateral 
work undertaken reaffirms the existing CTA arrangements between Ireland the UK and recog-
nises the shared commitment of both to protect the associated reciprocal rights and privileges 
as a legitimate and fundamental public policy.

 Both the Irish and British Governments have confirmed that neither Irish citizens in the UK 
nor British citizens in Ireland are required to take any action to protect their status and rights 
associated with the CTA. After the UK leaves the EU, both Irish citizens in the UK and British 
citizens in Ireland will continue to enjoy these rights. 

As part of our Brexit Contingency Action Plan, the Government published on 24 January 
last the general scheme of proposed primary legislative measures required in the event of a 
no deal Brexit. Protecting and maintaining the Common Travel Area and the associated rights 
and privileges is a key part of our planning and preparations. This is vital in the context of the 
Good Friday Agreement and the Northern Ireland Peace Process, as well as broader Ireland-
UK relations.  Both the Irish and British Governments have committed to undertaking all the 
work necessary, including through legislative provision to ensure that the Common Travel Area 
rights and privileges are protected. 

Bilateral arrangements as appropriate to each area of the CTA, will be concluded in due 
course and at the appropriate time.

05/02/2019WRF04300Human Rights

05/02/2019WRF04400149. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the efforts being made at EU and international levels to protect a community (details supplied) 
in Yemen from persecution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5320/19]

05/02/2019WRF04500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
on-going persecution of the Baha’i community in Yemen is extremely worrying. There are re-
cent reports of detention and harassment of members of the Baha’i community, in particular by 
the Houthi de facto government,  which controls the territory where the majority of the Yemeni 
population live. 

Ireland strongly condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of religion or belief, irre-
spective of where they occur or who the victims are. The promotion and protection of freedom 
of religion or belief is and will continue to be a priority for Ireland’s engagement on human 
rights issues. Ireland calls on all parties in Yemen to release all Baha’i detained due to their 
religious belief, and to cease the harassment to which they are subjected.

Ireland’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia is also accredited to Yemen and has contacts with the 
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internationally recognised Government of Yemen. However, the Government does not have 
any contact with the Houthi de facto authorities, against whom multiple accusations have been 
made of the persecution of the Baha’i community. We have therefore focused our efforts on 
highlighting this issue in multilateral fora.  

Ireland has regularly addressed the persecution of the Baha’i at the Human Rights Council 
and the United Nations General Assembly. Most recently, at the Human Rights Council Uni-
versal Periodic Review of Yemen’s human rights record on 23 January 2019, Ireland expressed 
concern at the reports of harassment and detention of members of the Baha’i community in 
Yemen and reiterated that Ireland strongly condemns all forms of persecution on the basis of 
religion or belief. Ireland also raised concerns with regard to the persecution of the Baha’i at the 
37th session of the Human Rights Council in March 2018, during the interactive dialogue with 
the Special Rapporteur on Freedom on Religion and Belief.

My Department will continue to monitor the situation and voice our concerns about the 
treatment of the Baha’i community in Yemen, whenever opportunities arise.

05/02/2019WRF04600Brexit Issues

05/02/2019WRF04700150. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the date on which a request was made to the European Commission (details sup-
plied); if the request was also submitted to the Brexit preparedness group under the European 
Commission Taskforce on Article 50 negotiations with the United Kingdom; if he brought the 
attention of the Commission to the matter; if not, the person or body that did; the EU legislative 
provision under which the request was made.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5358/19]

05/02/2019WRF04800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Exten-
sive and detailed Brexit preparedness and contingency work continues to be taken forward, co-
ordinated by officials in my Department, working closely with the Department of the Taoiseach, 
across all Government Departments, Agencies and sectors, including the agrifood sector.

The agrifood sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread 
means it underpins the socio-economic development including those in rural Ireland in particu-
lar. As such, Brexit has the potential to have a very significant impact on farmers and on the 
agrifood sector throughout Ireland, including farmers in the border counties.

At this stage, Ireland has not formally notified the Commission to seek emergency aid for 
the farming sector either through EU Regulation No. 702/2014 - the Agriculture Block Exemp-
tion Regulation or under Article 219 of (EU) Regulation No. 1308/2013. However, there are 
on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties facing Ireland. 

The Commission’s contingency action plan emphasises that it stands ready to engage with 
the Member States that will be most affected by a no deal withdrawal and expressly states that 
“the Commission will support Ireland in finding solutions addressing the specific challenges of 
Irish businesses”.

Minister Creed held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan last week to discuss 
the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. They 
discussed the unique exposure of the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors to the threat of a dis-
orderly Brexit and the challenges that it could present. Minister Creed stressed the need to de-
ploy market response measures, including exceptional aid, under the CAP to provide necessary 
supports to Ireland’s agrifood sectors. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readiness to 
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respond and support Ireland and in particular, challenges facing Irish farmers and the agrifood 
sector, given our specific exposure to the UK market. 

The Government will continue to explore all measures, including state aid options, with the 
Commission to support the agri food sector.

05/02/2019WRF04900Brexit Issues

05/02/2019WRF05000151. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the date up until which the UK Government can ask for an extension to Article 50; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5552/19]

05/02/2019WRF05100Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In ac-
cordance with Article 50, paragraph 3 of the Treaty on European Union, the EU Treaties shall 
cease to apply to the United Kingdom from the date of entry into force of the Withdrawal 
Agreement or, failing that, two years after its notification of its intention to withdraw, unless the 
European Council, in agreement with the United Kingdom, unanimously decides to extend this 
period. In the case of the UK, at present, this means 11 pm on 29 March, 2019.

Any request for an extension would need to be made before then, and would have to be 
made in sufficient time to allow for a decision to be made by the European Council in accor-
dance with the terms of Article 50, paragraph 3. Ireland would be open to such a request.  As 
President Tusk has said, should the UK make a reasoned request for an extension under Article 
50, the other Member States would stand ready to consider it.  

Any decision to formally request an extension of Article 50 remains a matter for the UK.

05/02/2019WRF05200Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRF05300152. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the steps he will take to intensify Ireland’s preparations for a no-deal Brexit in view of the deci-
sion by the UK Parliament to seek changes to the withdrawal agreement; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5553/19]

05/02/2019WRF05400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government remains firmly of the view that the best and only way to ensure an orderly with-
drawal and protect the Good Friday Agreement is to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement, agreed 
between the EU and the British Government. 

The EU has consistently made clear that it stands by the Withdrawal Agreement.  It is not for 
renegotiation and there can be no Withdrawal Agreement without the backstop. 

A no deal Brexit would be highly disruptive and would have profound political, economic 
and legal implications, most significantly for the UK, as well as for Ireland and the rest of the 
EU.  In light of ongoing political uncertainties in the UK and the Brexit deadline of 29 March, 
the Government at its meeting of 11 December, agreed that, while work on Brexit preparedness 
for the central case scenario should continue, greater immediate priority must now be given to 
preparations for a no deal Brexit.  

Following this, the Government published its Brexit Contingency Action Plan on 19 De-
cember which sets out detailed sectorial analyses and approaches to mitigating the impacts of 
a no deal Brexit. Ireland’s Action Plan is consistent with and complementary to the approach 
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being taken at EU27 level to prepare for the UK’s withdrawal.

Work has been undertaken across Government to screen all Irish legislation currently in 
force to identify areas where legislative amendment will be required in the context of a no deal 
Brexit. 

Further to this, Cabinet met on 3,15, 22 and 29 January to discuss and approve a single 
Omnibus Bill, known officially as the Miscellaneous Provisions (Withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union on 29 March 2019) Bill 2019. 

The General Scheme or Heads of this Bill were published on Thursday, 24 January, and are 
made up of 17 Parts prepared by 9 Ministers. It prioritises those areas that need to be addressed 
urgently and immediately through primary legislation, focusing on the broad themes of protect-
ing the citizen, and supporting the economy, enterprise and jobs.

It is intended to publish the full text of the Omnibus Bill on 22 February 2019. The Govern-
ment will work closely with all the opposition parties and Oireachtas members to seek their co-
operation in ensuring that the necessary Brexit related legislation will be concluded in a timely 
manner and in advance of 29 March 2019. 

As part of this ongoing work, I will brief the Working Group of Committee Chairs on the 
General Scheme of the Bill next Wednesday, [13] February.  Ministers will also brief relevant 
sectorial Committees.

In addition to the legislative work underway, Government has since the beginning of Janu-
ary considered Memos outlining challenges and possible mitigation measures on key sectors 
affected by a no deal Brexit.  Our discussions to date have covered a range of key matters in-
cluding transport connectivity, continuity of supply of medicines, macroeconomic impacts, and 
implications for agrifood and fisheries.

Public engagements in preparation for a no deal Brexit have intensified including, for ex-
ample, a focused outreach to traders led by the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  An update to the Contingency Action Plan was published on 
30 January 2019, at a meeting of the Brexit Stakeholder Forum, which also received an update 
on the intensified work underway.

05/02/2019WRG00200Irish Aid

05/02/2019WRG00300153. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
arrangements Irish Aid has in place for volunteers with a disability; the protocols Irish Aid fol-
low when conducting public competitions for volunteers; the provisions for the public sector 
equality and human rights duty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5632/19]

05/02/2019WRG00400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The Development Cooperation Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade facilitates participation in a range of volunteering opportunities overseas.  Typically these 
involve placement with third party organisations. Depending on the role and local context, vol-
unteers may need to be able to operate in challenging circumstances.

Where prospective volunteers with a disability request that a reasonable accommodation, 
arrangement be made, including to enable equal participation in a selection process, my Depart-
ment will endeavour to do so in liaison with the individual concerned and in keeping with the 
advice and guidance in this area developed by the National Disability Authority, and with due 
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regard to the Public Sector Duty.  

My Department also engages with third party organisations with whom volunteers could be 
placed such that prospective volunteers with a disability could be made aware of positions - if 
available - matched to their skills and abilities and to local circumstances.

05/02/2019WRG00500VAT Rate Application

05/02/2019WRG00600154. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance if the full consequences have 
been considered in the proposal to apply VAT or to increase the rate on products such as lutein 
and MacuShield which are recommended by doctors and consultants following surgery for 
macular degeneration (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5119/19]

05/02/2019WRG00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Under the VAT Consolidation Act, the 
standard rate of VAT applies to all food supplements, which are not foods in the ordinary and 
everyday meaning of the word. However, a longstanding concession provided through Revenue 
guidance permitted the zero rating of certain types of food supplements (vitamins, minerals and 
fish oils). Revenue published new guidance on 27 December 2018 concerning the rate of VAT 
that applies to food supplements.  The new guidance withdraws the concessionary applica-
tion of the zero rate to certain food supplements provided for in previous guidance and these 
products will be liable at the standard rate from 1 March 2019. Food supplement products that 
did not fall within the withdrawn concession were already liable at the standard rate and this 
remains unchanged.

Human oral medicines and other health products, including folic acid and vitamin products, 
that are licensed by the Health Products Regulatory Agency (HPRA) are liable at the zero rate.

05/02/2019WRG00800Mortgage Data

05/02/2019WRG00900155. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgages 
affected by the overcharging carried out by a company (details supplied) on mortgages previ-
ously owned by a bank; the average amount overcharged; when the overcharging commenced; 
if property that was being overcharged at the time was repossessed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [4945/19]

05/02/2019WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland advises 
that it is not aware of an overcharging issue in relation to the entity referred to by the Deputy.  
However, the Bank has also indicated that if the Deputy has any relevant information which he 
wishes to bring directly to its attention, it will consider such information in the context of its 
supervisory activity. 

On the other hand, if the Deputy is referring to the practice of automatic arrears capitalisa-
tion (which is the methodology used by some lenders to recalculate a borrower’s contracted 
monthly instalment on a mortgage following a trigger event such as an interest rate change), the 
Central Bank has indicated that:-

- such a matter is not an overcharging issue;

- the issue is not systemic in Ireland;

- the Central Bank has checked to see if any lender operating in the Irish market had been 
applying the practice of automatic arrears capitalisation (and where the practice was identified, 
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the Central Bank intervened to ensure that it ceases);

- the Central Bank found no evidence that repossessions had occurred as a result of the prac-
tice of automatic arrears capitalisation. 

05/02/2019WRG01100Tax Code

05/02/2019WRG01200156. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4969/19]

05/02/2019WRG01300162. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the betting tax rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5087/19]

05/02/2019WRG01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 156 
and 162 together.

The increase in the betting duty rate from 1% to 2%, and the betting intermediary duty rate 
from 15% to 25%, came into effect on 1 January 2019. It is too early to draw any conclusions 
on the impact of these increases. 

Receipts from betting duty represented less than 1% of all excise receipts in 2017 and this is 
also likely to be the case in for 2018. In addition, unlike other excisable commodities, there is 
no VAT applied on betting transactions. I have outlined why I consider the betting sector needs 
to make a fair contribution to the Exchequer. 

In any discussion on betting duty, we must acknowledge the raised public consciousness of 
the problem of gambling in society. While problem gambling can result in the problem gambler, 
and their family, bearing the severest of economic and of course personal costs, the social costs 
of problem gambling can extend to their employers and to public institutions in the health, wel-
fare and justice systems, such costs ultimately borne by taxpayers. I have outlined my view that 
this needs to be better reflected within the betting duty regime.   

During the course of the Finance Bill process I agreed to review an alternative proposal put 
forward by the betting sector following the announcement of increases in betting duty in Budget 
2019, and I acknowledge that small independent bookmakers may have difficulty competing 
with larger bookmakers with retail and/or online operations. My officials are currently consid-
ering this proposal, including the compatibility of a core element with EU rules, and will set out 
analysis and options in relation to betting duty at the Tax Strategy Group (TSG) meeting in July. 
The TSG Papers will be published on the Department’s website shortly afterwards.

05/02/2019WRG01500Tax Deduction Systems

05/02/2019WRG01600157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if some or all substitute teach-
ers are being treated in their tax affairs by the Revenue Commissioners as being on a cumulative 
basis instead of a week-one basis; the reason this is the case in view of the average loss in tax 
on a monthly basis; when the matter will be resolved; when teachers will be refunded; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4976/19]

05/02/2019WRG01700159. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance if he is aware that as a result of 
IT changes in the PAYE system many persons, including a number of public servants, are pay-
ing emergency tax at a higher rate than they should be paying; the steps he is taking in view of 
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the financial hardship caused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4983/19]

05/02/2019WRG01800175. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the difficulties being experienced by substitute teachers whose payments are subject 
to emergency tax (details supplied); if he has been in contact with the Department of Education 
and Skills with a view to putting a resolution in place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5560/19]

05/02/2019WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 157, 
159 and 175 together.

The Deputies will be aware that new administrative arrangements for PAYE (PAYE Mod-
ernisation) commenced on 1 January this year. These new arrangements do not affect the way 
income tax and other statutory deductions are calculated under the PAYE system, but do change 
the way employers report payroll information to Revenue. In most cases, there has been a seam-
less integration of the new real-time reporting arrangements into employers’ payroll systems 
without any impact on employees.

Revenue is aware that when DES reported pay and statutory deductions details for some 
substitute teachers and other staff during January, it inadvertently included a ‘cessation of em-
ployment’ date in the payroll submissions. This had the impact of stopping or reallocating those 
employees’ tax credits and rate-band entitlements, which in turn resulted in them suffering 
over-deductions of tax from their DES salaries. 

Revenue understands that the issue has now been resolved by DES for all newly engaged 
substitute teachers and other staff and it (DES) is working to resolve the problem as quickly as 
possible for those who were impacted on in the earlier pay run/s. Revenue has assured me that 
it is in daily contact with DES and has offered every assistance, including technical expertise, 
to ensure the issue is rectified and any over-deductions refunded as quickly as possible.

05/02/2019WRG02000VAT Payments

05/02/2019WRG02100158. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to waive the require-
ment for a VAT guarantee for SMEs importing from the UK post-Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4982/19]

05/02/2019WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following the departure of the United 
Kingdom from the EU, VAT and customs duty will become chargeable at the point of importa-
tion for UK imports. 

In Ireland, approved importers can use the deferred payment system allowing them to defer 
payment of certain charges, including customs and VAT at import, until the 15th of the month 
following importation. The deferred payment system requires that the importer has a compre-
hensive guarantee in place. The requirement for a guarantee is set out in EU legislation and is 
not a requirement that can be waived by a Member State.

However, Article 211 of the VAT Directive provides for the introduction of postponed ac-
counting by Member States for certain categories of taxable persons or goods. Postponed ac-
counting enables importers to account for import VAT through their VAT return, so that it is 
reclaimed at the same time it is declared. Whilst some Member States provide for postponed 
accounting, the option is currently not legislated for in Ireland.

The implications for business cash flow as a result of VAT and customs duty being charge-



Questions - Written Answers

52

able at the point of importation have been identified as a consequence of Brexit and are being 
considered as part of the ‘whole of Government’ planning currently being undertaken.

  Question No. 159 answered with Question No. 157.

05/02/2019WRG02400Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRG02500160. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance if sensitivity analysis was 
conducted on the impact of a hard or no-deal Brexit on budget 2019; if in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit changes to measures announced in budget 2019 are envisaged; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5045/19]

05/02/2019WRG02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department’s Budget 2019 fore-
casts incorporate, as a central scenario, that the UK will make an ‘orderly’ exit from the EU. 
This would involve a transition period being agreed that extends or replicates existing frame-
works until end-2020, i.e. the UK is assumed to remain in the single market and customs union 
during this period. From 2021 onwards, the baseline forecasts assume that the EU and UK will 
conclude a free trade agreement.

The impact of this scenario is to lower the level of GDP by almost 2 percentage points over 
the 2021-2023 period relative to a no-Brexit baseline. This feeds through to the fiscal projec-
tions underlying the Budget. The macroeconomic forecasts underpinning the Budget were en-
dorsed by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council as is legally required. 

The section on policy strategy in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook, published as part of 
Budget 2019, identifies the risk of a disorderly exit and outlines that the policy response should 
be to enhance the resilience of the economy. Chapter 6 of the same document, on Risk and 
Sensitivity Analysis, includes Box 5 on alterative Brexit scenarios. This shows that over the 
medium-term (i.e. after five years) the impact of a disorderly Brexit would be to reduce the 
level of GDP by around 3¼ percentage points compared with a no-Brexit baseline. It explicitly 
states that this should be seen as a minimum not a maximum effect. 

The Budget 2019 Economic and Fiscal Outlook includes a sensitivity analysis, using the 
ESRI’s COSMO model, on the impact of a 1% deterioration in global demand on our public 
finances, as measured through the general government balance. This specific external shock 
could arise through a number of channels, including through Brexit. 

A number of UK studies on the economic impact of Brexit on the UK,  published in No-
vember last year, subsequent to Budget 2019, have found that it will be more negative than 
previously assumed. Among these studies was one by the UK National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research (NIESR), whose previous work on the issue was a key input to the joint 
Department of Finance ESRI research published in 2016.

My Department is therefore working with the ESRI on a new assessment of the economic 
and fiscal impact of Brexit on Ireland. This will update the 2016 exercise which has formed the 
basis of my Department’s forecasts since then. The results will also inform my Department’s 
next set of macroeconomic forecasts in the Stability Programme Update   in April. This is being 
treated as a priority and the output is expected later this quarter.

Pending completion of the more detailed work currently underway, my Department pre-
pared a preliminary ‘holding’ assessment based on an initial application of the latest UK NIESR 
estimates, which were made public on the 29 January. The update shows that, over the medium-
term, by 2023 the economy would be of the order of 4.25% smaller than the Budget 2019 fore-
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casts, and of the order of 6% lower than a no Brexit baseline.

Further, the preliminary analysis suggests that there would be a sharp deterioration in the 
public finances, as measured by the general government balance. In 2019 the currently project-
ed broad balance would turn to a deficit of 0.2% of GDP, with a further decline in 2020 – from 
a surplus of 0.3% of GDP to a deficit of 0.5% of GDP. In the short-term, the appropriate fiscal 
strategy would be to allow the public finances absorb the shock – the in-built automatic stabi-
lisers will provide the first line of defence for our economy thereby allowing a deficit to occur

Clearly the impact of Brexit upon the economy and the public finances remains highly un-
certain. The timing and nature of the UK’s exit remains unclear; calibrating a model to simulate 
the impact of what is an unprecedented shock is challenging and the phasing-in of the economic 
impact is uncertain.

As more information becomes available, the Department will update and publish its as-
sessment in the Stability Programme  , which will be submitted to the European Commission 
in April. Additional information will be available at the time of Budget 2020, which will be 
introduced in October of this year, and this will enable Government to design the appropriate 
budgetary policy response.

05/02/2019WRG02700Customs and Excise Staff

05/02/2019WRG02800161. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Finance the identified number 
of customs posts to be filled in advance of Brexit following the advertisement of 600 posts in 
2018, by county and region in tabular form; if additional posts to the already advertised 600 
posts will be required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5075/19]

05/02/2019WRG02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In September 2018, the Government 
granted approval in principle for the phased recruitment of an additional 600 Revenue staff to 
meet the challenges posed by Brexit.  

Revenue appointed over 150 staff to customs roles in the period September 2018 to 4 Febru-
ary 2019. Over 130 have been appointed to trade facilitation roles and 20 have been appointed 
to control officer duties.

Revenue has accelerated its recruitment and training plans and will appoint over 250 addi-
tional staff to Brexit related roles between now and 29 March 2019 in anticipation of a no-deal 
Brexit.

These posts are being filled by the recruitment of new staff from the Public Appointments 
Service, and from internal and interdepartmental competitions. As serving staff are taking up 
their new Brexit related positions, Revenue is backfilling the vacancies created through panels 
of candidates established from its general recruitment activity.

Revenue are on track to have appointed over 400 additional staff to customs and related 
roles for Brexit during the period September 2018 to 29 March 2019.

The following table provides a broad outline of the planned additional 400 staff:

Location Number
Munster 49
BMW 48
Dublin 238
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Location Number
Wexford 30
Rest of Leinster 35
Total 400

Resources will be deployed based on the evolving business needs and to tackle any risks as 
they emerge.

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, Revenue plans to appoint a further 200 staff during the rest 
of 2019. This would bring the total additional staff recruited to the 600 staff required to deal 
with the UK withdrawal from the EU.

  Question No. 162 answered with Question No. 156.

05/02/2019WRG03100Mortgage Applications Approvals

05/02/2019WRG03200163. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a lender can issue a 
mortgage to a person immediately after they have been discharged from bankruptcy assuming 
all other macroprudential requirements have been fulfilled; if there is a time limit from the date 
of discharge within which a lender is prohibited from offering a mortgage; if so, the time limits 
used by each bank operating here with regard to mortgage loans; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5160/19]

05/02/2019WRG03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are a number of consumer pro-
tection and other financial services regulatory provisions in place which govern the provision 
of new mortgage credit to consumers. For example, there are measures in the Central Bank 
Consumer Protection Code and the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) 
Regulations 2016 which, inter alia, require mortgage lenders, in the context of considering an 
application for mortgage credit, to carry out a credit worthiness assessment of the mortgage ap-
plicant and which also provide that a lender should only make mortgage credit available to the 
consumer where the result of that assessment indicates that the borrower’s obligations are likely 
to be met in the manner required by the proposed credit agreement. 

In addition, the Central Bank’s macro prudential mortgage lending rules set out, subject to 
certain limited discretions, the maximum amount of a mortgage loan which can be provided to 
a consumer having regard to his/her income and the value of the residential property which will 
act as security for the loan. 

However, there is no financial services regulatory measure which restricts or prevents 
a lender from providing a mortgage to a person who has been discharged from bankruptcy. 
(Bankruptcy law, however, provides that in respect of credit for more than €650, a person 
in bankruptcy is required to disclose his/her bankruptcy). Subject to compliance with all the 
relevant legal and regulatory provisions governing the provision of mortgage credit, it will be 
a commercial matter for each lender to decide in any particular case whether or not (or how 
much) credit to provide to a person who is making an application for credit. 

05/02/2019WRG03400EU Investigations

05/02/2019WRG03500164. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if other countries have made 
a claim on the money collected from a company (details supplied) in an escrow account fol-
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lowing the EU Commission state aid decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5197/19]

05/02/2019WRG03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Notwithstanding the appeal that the 
Government has lodged in the Apple State aid case, Ireland is required to comply with the 
binding articles of the Commission’s Final Decision and to recover the alleged aid from Apple. 
As such the collection of the alleged State aid has been completed, with the funds having be-
ing transferred to an Escrow Fund in which they will be held until the conclusion of the legal 
process.

The Commission has said publicly that the recovery amount may be reduced if other coun-
tries were to require Apple to pay more taxes.

The Commission’s Decision does not change the taxing rights in other countries and what 
the Commission is referring to here forms part of the regular private tax process for any global 
company, whereby they are responsible for managing their global tax affairs in the various ju-
risdictions in which they are located.It is therefore a matter between the company in question 
and the tax authorities in the various locations where they do business as to whether there are 
any taxation issues to be addressed and I am not in a position to comment on that engagement 
due to the necessity to respect taxpayer confidentiality.

05/02/2019WRG03700Tax Code

05/02/2019WRG03800165. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the 
review of betting duty; when he expects it to be completed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5345/19]

05/02/2019WRG03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The increase in the betting duty rate 
from 1% to 2%, and the betting intermediary duty rate from 15% to 25%, came into effect on 1 
January 2019. It is too early to draw any conclusions on the impact of these increases. 

Receipts from betting duty represented less than 1% of all excise receipts in 2017 and this is 
also likely to be the case in for 2018. In addition, unlike other excisable commodities, there is 
no VAT applied on betting transactions. I have outlined why I consider the betting sector needs 
to make a fair contribution to the Exchequer. 

In any discussion on betting duty, we must acknowledge the raised public consciousness of 
the problem of gambling in society. While problem gambling can result in the problem gambler, 
and their family, bearing the severest of economic and of course personal costs, the social costs 
of problem gambling can extend to their employers and to public institutions in the health, wel-
fare and justice systems, such costs ultimately borne by taxpayers. I have outlined my view that 
this needs to be better reflected within the betting duty regime.   

During the course of the Finance Bill process I agreed to review an alternative proposal put 
forward by the betting sector following the announcement of increases in betting duty in Budget 
2019, and I acknowledge that small independent bookmakers may have difficulty competing 
with larger bookmakers with retail and/or online operations. My officials are currently consid-
ering this proposal, including the compatibility of a core element with EU rules, and will set out 
analysis and options in relation to betting duty at the Tax Strategy Group (TSG) meeting in July. 
The TSG Papers will be published on the Department’s website shortly afterwards.

05/02/2019WRG04000Tax Code
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05/02/2019WRG04100166. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the scope that exists to allow 
foster children who have been fostered for a long term by foster parents to avail of group A 
status under capital acquisitions tax, CAT, rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5364/19]

05/02/2019WRG04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that, for 
capital acquisitions tax purposes, the relationship between the deceased person (i.e. the dis-
poner) and the person who receives the gift or inheritance (i.e. the beneficiary) determines the 
maximum amount, known as the “Group threshold”, below which capital acquisitions tax does 
not arise. The Group A threshold (currently €320,000) applies, inter alia, where the beneficiary 
is a child (including adopted child, stepchild and certain foster children) of the disponer.  

A foster child is treated as a child of the disponer and can avail of the Group A threshold in 
the following circumstances:

- in respect of a gift or an inheritance from a foster parent with whom he or she has lived, 
and who has cared for and maintained the child at his or her own expense, for a cumulative 
period of at least 5 years before the child’s 18th birthday,   or

- in respect of an inheritance from a foster parent where, prior to the inheritance, the child 
had been placed in the care of the foster parent under the Child Care (Placement of Children 
in Foster Care) Regulations 1995, or the Child Care (Placement of Children with Relatives) 
Regulations 1995.

Therefore, the current position is that certain children in informal long-term foster care ar-
rangements can avail of the Group A tax-free threshold as can children who are the subject of 
short-term formal fostering arrangements.

05/02/2019WRG04300General Government Debt

05/02/2019WRG04400167. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the impact of a no-deal Brexit 
based on existing departmental analysis on general government balance projections from 2019 
to 2024, or until the latest date available. [5381/19]

05/02/2019WRG04500172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the level of pre-committed 
expenditure for 2020 to 2024, in tabular form; the portion this expenditure forms of general 
Government balance in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5536/19]

05/02/2019WRG04600173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the predicted general govern-
ment balance for 2019 to 2024 or the latest date available; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5537/19]

05/02/2019WRG04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 167, 
172 and 173 together.

Projections for the general government balance from 2019 to 2023 can be found in table 1 of 
the Economic and Fiscal Outlook published as part of Budget 2019. The figures are reproduced 
below (table 1) for the Deputy’s convenience. Projections beyond 2023 have not been compiled 
by my Department.

In view of the increasing risk of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit, and the recently published UK assess-
ments, my Department is working with the ESRI on a new medium to long-term model based 
assessment of the impact of Brexit on Ireland. This will update the 2016 exercise which has 
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formed the basis of the Department’s projections since then. This is being treated as an urgent 
priority and the output is expected later this quarter. The results will also inform the Depart-
ment’s next set of macroeconomic and fiscal projections in the Stability Programme Update 
2019 in April.

Furthermore, my Department recently prepared a preliminary assessment of the projected 
impact of a disorderly Brexit based on the latest UK National Institute of Economic and Social 
Research estimates. The assessment indicates that a disorderly Brexit would result in a sharp 
deterioration in the general government balance, with the currently projected balance for 2019 
turning to a deficit of 0.2% of GDP, followed by a further decline in 2020 to a deficit of 0.5% 
of GDP. The deterioration in the general government balance is summarised in the following 
tables.

Table 1 - general government balance

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
general government 
balance Budget 2019, 
per cent of GDP 

0.0 0.3 0.4 1.1 1.4 

general government 
balance ‘no-deal’ 
Brexit scenario, per 
cent of GDP

-0.2 -0.5 -0.5 0.2 0.4

Nominal pre-committed expenditure for the period 2020 to 2023 is set out in the table be-
low. As with the general government balance, projections beyond 2023 have not been compiled 
by my Department.

Table 2 - nominal pre-committed expenditure

2020 2021 2022 2023 
pre-committed expendi-
ture, € billion 

1.9 1.3 0.7 0.9

general government bal-
ance, € billion 

1.1 1.6 4.2 5.8 

These estimates will be reassessed during 2019 and will be set out in the 2019 Mid-Year 
Expenditure Report.

05/02/2019WRG04800NAMA Legal Cases

05/02/2019WRG04900168. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of criminal 
cases arising from breaches of section 172 of the National Asset Management Agency Act 2009 
since its introduction; the number of investigations that have taken place regarding suspected 
breaches of section 172 in the same time period that did not follow through to criminal convic-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5503/19]

05/02/2019WRG05000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 172(3) of the NAMA Act 2009 
is a legal provision preventing any interest in property held as security for loans acquired by 
NAMA from being sold back to defaulting debtors, or persons acting on behalf of defaulting 
debtors. 



Questions - Written Answers

58

In order to ensure compliance with Section 172(3), I am advised that NAMA has a policy of 
obtaining written confirmation from purchasers of NAMA-secured assets which confirms that, 
among other things, the purchaser is not a party precluded from completing the purchase by 
virtue of Section 172(3) of the NAMA Act. I am advised that Section 172(3) confirmations are 
examined by NAMA before a sales transaction closes.

I am advised by NAMA that to date, so far as it is aware, there have been no criminal cases 
arising from breaches of Section 172(3) of the NAMA Act 2009. As regards investigations, I am 
advised that NAMA has carried out two investigations into alleged breaches of Section 172(3) 
of the NAMA Act 2009. In relation to one of these alleged breaches, I am advised that NAMA 
has concluded its investigations and is satisfied that no breach has occurred. I am advised that 
NAMA is aware that An Garda Síochána is separately investigating the other alleged breach. 
Criminal investigations are a matter for An Garda Síochána and the DPP and to date, their in-
vestigations have not resulted in a prosecution.

05/02/2019WRG05100Mortgage Data

05/02/2019WRG05200169. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of mortgage loans, 
that is, private dwelling homes and buy-to-let, respectively within each sale (details supplied) 
that were in arrears of at least one day, in arrears of over 90 days and in arrears of 720 days or 
over; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5507/19]

05/02/2019WRG05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): PTSB has confirmed the following in 
relation to Project Glas and Project Glenbeigh:

“Permanent TSB (the “Bank”) announced details of Projects Glas and Glenbeigh in July and 
November 2018 respectively.  

 “The Bank confirmed that the average arrears time of loans in the Glas Portfolio was 3.5 
years. The Bank further confirmed that all of the loans in Glenbeigh Portfolio were meeting the 
terms of agreed restructuring arrangements.

The Bank did not publish or make publically available further information on the arrears 
profile of the aforementioned portfolios as this was, and is, considered commercially sensitive 
information.”

In relation to Ulster Bank’s Project Scariff, as the bank is an independent commercial com-
pany, I can confirm that the information requested by the Deputy is not held in the Department 
of Finance.  

05/02/2019WRG05400Mortgage Data

05/02/2019WRG05500170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if an analysis has been car-
ried out on the number and value of mortgages that will be owned by non-bank entities if sales 
processes already notified proceed by the nature of the entity (details supplied). [5508/19]

05/02/2019WRG05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Information on the number and value 
of mortgages owned by banks and non-banks can be found in the Central Bank of Ireland quar-
terly statistics on mortgage arrears and repossessions on Principal Dwelling Houses (PDHs) 
and Buy to Lets (BTLs).  At present, the information on non-banks is broken down by retail 
credit firms and unregulated loan owners.  
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The latest statistics, in respect of Q3 2018, were published on 18 December 2018 and can 
be found at: https://www.centralbank.ie/statistics/data-and-analysis/credit-and-banking-statis-
tics/mortgage-arrears.

I have been advised by the Central Bank that it is aware of forthcoming transactions through 
supervisory engagement with the banks and retail credit firms and the Central Bank ensures that 
these transactions are reflected in the latest mortgage arrears statistics as they are published.

05/02/2019WRH00200Tax Credits

05/02/2019WRH00300171. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when a tax credit certificate 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5512/19]

05/02/2019WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the issue 
in this case has been fully resolved.

The person in question held two employments in 2018 with all tax credits allocated to one 
employment in accordance with their instructions. Revenue maintained this allocation for 2019 
as no notification of any change to their employment status was received.  

On 18 January 2019, an additional employment was registered for the person by a new 
employer. As Revenue had not been notified by the previous employer that the existing em-
ployment had terminated, and no instruction on a reallocation of tax credits was received, the 
situation remained as allocated at the start of the year. Consequently, a Revenue Payment Noti-
fication (RPN) showing ‘nil’ tax credits issued to the person’s new employer.  

The person subsequently contacted Revenue and confirmed that they had changed employ-
ment and that they wanted their tax credits reallocated. The person’s records were updated and 
a revised tax certificate was issued to them. A revised RPN also issued to their new employer 
setting out their correct entitlements.

  Questions Nos. 172 and 173 answered with Question No. 167.

05/02/2019WRH00700Customs and Excise Controls

05/02/2019WRH00800174. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the criteria used by customs 
officials in deciding which passengers are stopped and questioned in the context of persons ar-
riving through public airports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5559/19]

05/02/2019WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that they 
adopt a risk based approach when stopping and questioning passengers at public airports. I am 
advised that a key focus in this context for Revenue is the carrying of prohibited or restricted 
goods. 

Revenue have further advised that their interaction with the public in airports is governed 
by Revenue’s Customer Service Charter which provides that customers are treated courteously, 
with consideration and in a non-discriminatory way when dealing with Revenue. Revenue staff 
receive comprehensive training covering this Charter, the Civil Service Code of Standards and 
Behaviour, and Revenue’s Code of Ethics.

  Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 157.
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05/02/2019WRH01100Tracker Mortgages

05/02/2019WRH01200176. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to regulate a situation 
(details supplied). [5561/19]

05/02/2019WRH01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland advises 
that the general lending practice of mortgage providers is that, when a mortgaged property is 
sold, the security on that property is released and the mortgage redeemed and if credit is sought 
for any subsequent purchase of a property, that credit will then be subject to a new mortgage 
contract with the interest rate and other mortgage terms of the new mortgage applicable at the 
time of the new contract.  However, these are commercial matters for lenders and, subject to 
complying with the macro prudential lending rules and other regulatory requirements govern-
ing the provision of mortgage credit to consumers, there is no legal or regulatory measure which 
would prevent a mortgage lender from offering new and/or additional amounts of credit to an 
existing borrower in the context of purchasing a new home on terms which are identical or 
comparable to the terms of the existing tracker mortgage.  Indeed some lenders have developed 
specific mortgage products to facilitate greater housing mobility by tracker mortgage holders; 
for example, I note from the internet that Bank of Ireland has such a mortgage offering:- 

(https://personalbanking.bankofireland.com/borrow/mortgages/mover/starter-tracker-for-
mover/).

I consider that these competing commercial considerations of borrowers and lenders can 
best be resolved in the context of a normal mortgage market situation and I have no current 
plans to propose particular legislation in this area.

05/02/2019WRH01400EU Investigations

05/02/2019WRH01500177. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance the status of the appeal on the 
judgment regarding a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5583/19]

05/02/2019WRH01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government profoundly disagrees 
with the Commission’s analysis in the Apple State aid case. An appeal is therefore being brought 
before the European Courts. Such an appeal takes the form of an application to the General 
Court of the European Union, asking it to annul the Decision of the Commission.The Attorney 
General prepared the legal grounds in support of the annulment proceedings and the application 
has been lodged in the General Court of the European Union. As is normal practice, a summary 
of these have been published in the Official Journal of the European Union.  They were also 
published on the Department of Finance’s website in December 2016.The case has been granted 
priority status and is progressing through the various stages of private written proceedings be-
fore the General Court of the European Union. The timing of any oral hearing is at the discre-
tion of the Court. It will most likely be several years before the case is ultimately concluded.

05/02/2019WRH01700VAT Rate Reductions

05/02/2019WRH01800178. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if he or the Revenue Com-
missioners have discretion to reduce the rate of VAT that applies to non-alcoholic beers; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5602/19]

05/02/2019WRH01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): VAT is governed by the EU VAT Direc-
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tive with which Irish VAT law must comply. The Directive provides that all goods and services 
are liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23% in Ireland, unless there is a provision in the 
Directive that permits a lower rate to be applied.

While Ireland applies reduced and zero rates of VAT to a select range of goods and services 
under Article III of the VAT Directive, and by historical derogation, there is no means under EU 
VAT law to apply a lower VAT rate to the supply of non-alcoholic beer. 

Any changes to VAT rates outside of what is currently permitted though the EU VAT Direc-
tive must be negotiated at EU technical working groups and ultimately agreed at ECOFIN. As 
with all tax files, any such changes require unanimous agreement from all Member States.

05/02/2019WRH02000VAT Rate Reductions

05/02/2019WRH02100179. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position on the VAT 
rate that applies to conferencing facilities; if there is national discretion in relation to the rate 
charged; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5609/19]

05/02/2019WRH02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply. In ac-
cordance with the EU VAT Directive, the supply of conference facilities is liable to the standard 
rate of VAT, currently 23%. 

Where a supply of a conference room takes place in a hotel it would come within the mean-
ing of a ‘letting of a room in a hotel or guest house’ as provided for in paragraph 11 of Schedule 
3 to the VAT Consolidation Act, 2010. On that basis, the supply of the room is liable to the 
reduced VAT rate of 13.5%. This reduced rate applies to the room only and not to any other 
supplies associated with the service being provided. In this context, the provision of a room or 
rooms in a conference centre does not come within the scope of the application of the reduced 
rate of VAT as it is not a ‘letting of a room in a hotel or guest house’. 

Furthermore, there is no scope for national discretion to apply the reduced rate solely to the 
supply of conference facilities, as the provision of conferencing facilities is not included in An-
nex III of the VAT Directive (which provides that Member States may apply reduced VAT rates 
to goods or services listed therein), nor did it apply at a reduced or zero rate since 1 January 
1991.

05/02/2019WRH02300Tax Code

05/02/2019WRH02400180. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Finance the reason the level of tax of 
a person (details supplied) in County Kildare has increased from December 2018 to January 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5614/19]

05/02/2019WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it has 
reviewed the person’s tax situation and is satisfied that the position as at January 2019 is correct.

The tax credits applied to the person’s private pension were correctly reduced to take ac-
count of the increase they received to their Survivor’s Pension from the Department of Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) in 2018.  

In situations where a person has both a private pension and a Survivors Pension from 
DEASP, the tax due on the latter (DEASP payment) is achieved by reducing the annual tax 
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credits on the former (private pension) by the value of the DEASP payment.

For example, an increase of €5 per week in a DEASP payment means that tax on an ad-
ditional €260 is to be collected over the course of the year by reducing a person’s tax credits.  
€260 extra income at the standard rate of tax of 20% gives rise to a reduction in tax credits of 
€52 for the year or €4.34 per month.

05/02/2019WRH02600Infrastructure and Capital Investment Programme

05/02/2019WRH02700181. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of major capital projects since 2016; the tender value of each of the projects; the amount 
spent on projects if completed; the amount expected to be spent if not completed; the construc-
tion company employed to build the project in each case; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4936/19]

05/02/2019WRH02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has had no major capital projects (as defined by the Deputy’s office) since 2016.

In order to obtain the information sought in respect of major capital projects in other Depart-
ments, a separate question would need to be submitted to each of the relevant Ministers.

05/02/2019WRH02900Heritage Centres Data

05/02/2019WRH03000182. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of visitors who availed of guided tours of Castletown House, Celbridge, County 
Kildare, and visited the estate generally in each of the years 2017 and 2018; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5011/19]

05/02/2019WRH03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In 2017, 
counters on site recorded 679,496 visitors to Castletown Estate. 

In 2018, 642,278 visitors are recorded.

The precise visitor numbers are, in point of fact, higher as digital counters are not in place 
at all entrances to the estate. 

Total number of visitors who availed of guided tours was 8,062 in 2017, and 13,397 in 2018.

05/02/2019WRH03200Heritage Centres

05/02/2019WRH03300183. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
works planned at Castletown House, Celbridge, County Kildare, in 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5012/19]

05/02/2019WRH03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Com-
missioners of Public Works are seeking planning permission for further works to the Farmyard 
buildings in order to integrate this area of the estate into the visitor experience at Castletown. 
The delivery of such work is subject to the availability of funding. 

The OPW continues to undertake some works and studies in relation to the Upper Woods to 
make this area of the estate safe and accessible to visitors.
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05/02/2019WRH03500Heritage Centres Data

05/02/2019WRH03600184. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of visitors who availed of guided tours of Maynooth Castle, Maynooth, County Kildare, 
in each of the years 2014 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5013/19]

05/02/2019WRH03700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The number 
of visitors to Maynooth Castle for the years in question were as follows:

Year Total Visitor Numbers to 
Maynooth Castle 

Numbers that availed of a 
guided tour 

2014 25,268 15,384 
2015 21,843 10,819 
2016 21,892 10,091 
2017 23,315 11,621 
2018 (Provisional & subject 
to change) 

22,946 14,450 

The visitor season at Maynooth Castle runs from mid-May to end September.  In recent 
years the Castle has been open for five days a week for this period.  During the 2018 visitor 
season Maynooth Castle was open to the public for seven days a week.  While overall 2018 
visitor numbers are slightly lower than in 2017 the numbers availing of a guided tour increased 
significantly from 11,621 in 2017 to 14,450 in 2018, an increase of almost 25%.

05/02/2019WRH03800Heritage Centres

05/02/2019WRH03900185. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
works planned at Maynooth Castle, Maynooth, County Kildare, in 2019; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5014/19]

05/02/2019WRH04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There are no 
works, apart from general maintenance, planned for Maynooth Castle in 2019.

05/02/2019WRH04100Pension Provisions

05/02/2019WRH04200186. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if con-
sideration will be given to matching Garda pension rates to social welfare payments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5111/19]

05/02/2019WRH04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand 
the question relates to whether I would consider giving approval to passing on to Garda pen-
sions the same rate of pension increases as are granted to the State Pension. 

The Deputy will appreciate that my responsibility extends to the civil and public service 
occupational pension schemes. The Social Welfare State pension is separate to occupational 
pension benefits, and falls under the remit of the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection.

However, I would advise the Deputy that the Government have approved a pension increase 
policy for the period to end-2020 as part of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 
(PSSA), to apply to pre-existing public service pension schemes, including the Garda Síochána 
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Superannuation Scheme. The principle of pay parity underlies this pension increase policy. This 
means that the pay increases agreed as part of the PSSA and legislated for in the Public Service 
Pay and Pensions Act 2017, are passed on to pension recipients to bring the salary on which 
their pension is based up to the current salary rate of those still serving, after the pay increases 
have been applied to serving staff. Pension recipients qualify to receive an increase if the salary 
on which their pension is based is lower than the current salary rate of those still serving in the 
same grade and on the same scale point.

If the Deputy has any questions regarding the detailed application of the pension increase 
policy to Garda pensions, he should address the query to my colleague the Minister for Justice 
and Equality.

05/02/2019WRH04400Pension Provisions

05/02/2019WRH04500187. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
person in receipt of a pension under the  Local Government (Superannuation) (Consolidation) 
Scheme 1998 is in a position to benefit from the public service stability agreement; if pensions 
in payment under this scheme are subject to increases in line with relative salaries; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5425/19]

05/02/2019WRH04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Govern-
ment have approved public service pension increases under the pension increase policy adopted 
for the period to end-2020 as part of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020 (PSSA) 
. The principle of pay parity underlies this pension increase policy. This means that the pay 
increases agreed as part of the PSSA, and legislated for in the Public Service Pay and Pensions 
Act 2017, are passed on to pension recipients to bring the salary on which their pension is based 
up to the current salary rate of those still serving, after the pay increases have been applied to 
serving staff. Pension recipients qualify to receive an increase if the salary on which their pen-
sion is based is lower than the current salary rate of those still serving in the same grade and on 
the same scale point.

As the Local Government (Superannuation) (Consolidation) Scheme 1998 (LGSS) is a pre-
existing public service pension scheme, pensions payable under the scheme are eligible to at-
tract pension increases in accordance with this policy.

The administration of the LGSS falls under the remit of The Department of Housing, Plan-
ning and Local Government, and so I would advise the Deputy to direct any questions regarding 
the practical implementation of the pension increase policy for the LGSS to that Department.

05/02/2019WRH04700Pension Provisions

05/02/2019WRH04800188. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position on pension abatement deducted from pension lump sums payable to certain retired 
public servants; the position on tax relief on the abatement; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5426/19]

05/02/2019WRH04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that 
the Deputy is referring to any outstanding contributions that may be owing with respect to 
an individual’s membership of a public service Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pension 
Scheme, which I understand are deducted from the pension lump sum at point of retirement.
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My information is that individuals should qualify for tax relief in respect of such ‘abate-
ment’ in accordance with the normal provisions applying to pension contributions under the tax 
code. However, it is a matter for the individual to liaise with the relevant Tax Office in order to 
recoup any tax refunds due to them, and I understand that the pension administrator will nor-
mally provide the relevant documentation to enable this to be done.

05/02/2019WRJ00200Flood Prevention Measures

05/02/2019WRJ00300189. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if investigations have been carried out into the establishment of a national body to cater for 
rivers and watercourses that are prone to flooding but are not the responsibility of the OPW or 
local authority (details supplied). [5480/19]

05/02/2019WRJ00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office 
of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for the maintenance of Arterial Drainage Schemes and 
catchment drainage schemes designated under the Arterial Drainage Acts of 1945 and 1995. 
Local authorities have responsibility for the maintenance of Drainage Districts designated un-
der the same Arterial Drainage Acts.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to investigate 
and address. Local Authorities may carry out flood mitigation works using their own resources 
or with financial assistance from the OPW’s Minor Flood Mitigation Works & Coastal Protec-
tion Scheme. This scheme provides 90% funding to Local Authorities to undertake minor flood 
mitigation works or studies, costing less than €0.75 million each, to address localised flooding 
and coastal protection problems within their administrative areas. The OPW consider each ap-
plication in accordance with the Scheme’s eligibility criteria and having regard to the overall 
availability of resources for flood risk management.  The criteria for the Scheme is available on 
www.opw.ie  and Local Authorities liaise closely with my Office on the implementation of the 
Scheme.  Since 2009, approximately €46.4m has been approved for in excess of 720 projects 
around the country which illustrates its many benefits to communities all over Ireland.

The OPW will shortly be publishing on www.flooding.ie guidance to landowners in relation 
to the maintenance of watercourses on or near their lands in the context of managing flood risk.

In line with Government policy the OPW, which is leading a whole of Government response 
to addressing flood risk, completed the largest ever study of flood risk undertaken by the State 
in 2018. The Flood Risk Management Plans are the output from the Catchment Flood Risk As-
sessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme and are underpinned by €1bn in investment 
in flood relief measures over the next 10 years. The OPW is responsible for co-ordinating the 
delivery of these measures over the coming decade.

 Details of the works proposed for Donegal are available on the OPW website, www.flood-
info.ie.  I have met with Donegal County Council and agreed mechanisms for the progression 
of flood relief schemes as a priority for Lifford, Burnfoot, Castlefin, Carrowkeel, Downings and 
Glenties.

05/02/2019WRJ00500Civil Service Management

05/02/2019WRJ00600190. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the Civil Service employee assistance service provides supports to staff and management 
of the Civil Service in the area of domestic and gender-based violence; if the service plans to 
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incorporate workplace awareness of domestic abuse into its work programme and people man-
agers’ guide. [5482/19]

05/02/2019WRJ00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Civil 
Service Employee Assistance Service (CSEAS) provides support to civil servants experiencing 
workplace and personal difficulties.  This includes supporting individuals who have experi-
enced domestic and gender based violence. Information on the CSEAS (information leaflets, 
and website etc) advises that the CSEAS provides one-to-one support and guidance in the areas 
of relationships, marital and family issues, including domestic violence.  The CSEAS website 
has links to the websites of both The National Office for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual 
and Gender Based Violence (COSC) and Women’s Aid. 

The People Managers’ Guide is a resource for managers to assist them in responding to staff 
who are facing work and life challenges.  The topics covered in the first iteration of the Guide 
were determined following consultation with managers across the departments in the Civil 
Service and based on the experience of the main issues dealt with by Employee Assistance Of-
ficers.

The e-version of this guide is a living document and information on this and other issues 
can be incorporated over time to reflect the key challenges that are faced by staff and managers 
in the civil service. 

The CSEAS also develops and publishes a wide range of information and support leaflets on 
welfare related topics each year. These reflect many of the key issues that affect the workforce. 

05/02/2019WRJ00800National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

05/02/2019WRJ00900191. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the date in 
October 2018 on which his attention was drawn to, either formally or informally, of the over-
spends in the costs of the national children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5619/19]

05/02/2019WRJ01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I’ve been in-
volved in a number of discussions around the Children’s Hospital over the last few years.  The 
first full assessment of the cost overrun and the reasons for it was received by my Department 
in the form of a report from the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board submitted by 
the Department of Health on 19 November.  My Department reviewed the report and met with 
the Department of Health to discuss it on 23 November and made a formal submission to me 
on 26 November. 

05/02/2019WRJ01100EU Funding

05/02/2019WRJ01200192. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
outcome of discussions to date with the European Commission on the Cohesion Funding post-
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5651/19]

05/02/2019WRJ01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following 
the publication of the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) on 02 May 2018, the Commis-
sion published their Cohesion Policy Legislative package on 29 May, along with initial indica-
tive allocations of structural and cohesion fund support for each Member State. 

In Ireland’s case this allocated was estimated to be €1.088 billion. However, it should be 
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noted that final details of Ireland’s ultimate allocation will not be confirmed until after the con-
clusion of negotiations on the MFF. Beyond this estimate, there is no further detail available as 
to what the final allocation will be or how it will be allocated between the various Funds. For the 
next round, the Border Midland and Western Region will revert to being a transition region, as 
its GDP per capita is between 75% and 100% of the average EU GDP, while the Southern and 
Eastern Region remains a more developed region. The level of co-financing to be provided by 
the Member State has increased to 60% for more developed regions, 45% for transitions regions 
and 30% for less developed regions (up from 50%, 40% and 15/20%).

In line with the obligations under the European (Scrutiny) Act, 2002, and the European 
Union Act, 2009, with regard to the provision of information on EU business to the Oireachtas, 
scrutiny notes were prepared in relation to all elements of the package and have been consid-
ered by Joint Oireachtas Committee on EU Affairs. 

Since the European Commission published its legislative proposals on the regulations gov-
erning the implementation Cohesion Policy programmes post 2020, discussions have been on-
going at Working Party and Ministerial level with Member States, seeking to clarify the pro-
posals and assess their implications. Ireland is participating actively in these negotiations.  In 
general Ireland believes that the legislative package is a good starting point for negotiations and 
welcomes, in particular,  the level of simplification introduced in relation to the implementation 
of programmes.  

Since the European Commission published its legislative proposals discussions have been 
on-going at Working Party and Ministerial Level and Council’s position on the overall package 
remains to be finalised.

Following on from the Bulgarian Presidency, who undertook the first examinations and con-
siderations of the overall package, the Austrian Presidency held working party meetings almost 
weekly, aimed at progressing the Common Provisions Regulation (CPR), the European Re-
gional Development Fund Regulation/Cohesion Fund (ERDF/CF), the European Social Fund + 
Regulation (ESF+), the European Territorial Cooperation Regulation (ETC) and the European 
Cross Border Mechanism Regulation (ECBM) – while concentrating on the CPR. This has al-
lowed a “partial general agreement” (i.e., agreement on particular negotiating blocks, subject 
to overall agreement on MFF) on the Council’s position, ahead of further negotiations with 
the European Parliament, to be reached on two blocks (or parts) of the Common Provisions 
Regulation, i.e. Blocks 1 and 5, relating to programming and strategic planning (Block 1), and 
management and control (Block 5). These were prioritised by the Austrian Presidency to as-
sist national and regional authorities with their preparations for planning and programming the 
implementation of post 2020 programmes. The Austrian Presidency presented a progress report 
to the European Council on 13th/14th December before handing the file over to the incoming 
Romanian Presidency.

The Romanian Presidency commenced working party meetings on 10 January and like their 
predecessors have set out a very ambitions work programme involving almost weekly meet-
ings. Their priority is to reach a partial general approach on further blocks of the Regulations 
before the 25 June European Council and they will continue discussions on the ERDF/CF, 
ESF+ and ETC Regulations based on progress made to date. 

05/02/2019WRJ01400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/02/2019WRJ01500193. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will ad-
dress a matter (details supplied) regarding the provision of tuition to children diagnosed with 
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Down’s syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5231/19]

05/02/2019WRJ01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A new model for allocating 
special education teachers to schools was introduced in 2017. 

Under this model, children can receive additional teaching support based on their learning 
needs, rather than on a diagnosis of disability.  

Parents of children who have Down syndrome have certainty that their children can receive 
as much additional teaching support as required in school, taking account of school based as-
sessments of their learning needs.

There is no constraint on the amount of additional teaching time that may be allocated to 
pupils with Down syndrome, based on their diagnosis, or because they may previously have 
been in the mild general learning difficulty category.

My Department’s July Provision Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school 
year for students with severe or profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. The scheme does not 
make provision for children with other categories of Special Education Needs. 

The National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016. 

The NCSE review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides 
day-time respite for families and a structured day for students. 

However, the NCSE review found a number of problems with the scheme as currently or-
ganised. 

These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable because it is not provided to all 
students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs, which might include some children with Down syn-
drome.

The Department of Education and Skills has convened an Implementation Group with rep-
resentatives of the NCSE, NEPS, the Inspectorate and representatives from other relevant De-
partments and agencies to ensure that the Report’s recommendations are fully and appropriately 
considered. 

There are no plans to change the July provision scheme coverage until this work is complete.

05/02/2019WRJ01700Special Educational Needs Staff

05/02/2019WRJ01800194. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to in-
troduce a July provision and individual education plans as called for by an organisation (details 
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supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5281/19]

05/02/2019WRJ01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A new model for allocating 
special education teachers to schools was introduced in 2017. 

Under this model, children can receive additional teaching support based on their learning 
needs, rather than on a diagnosis of disability.  

Parents of children who have Down syndrome have certainty that their children can receive 
as much additional teaching support as required in school, taking account of school based as-
sessments of their learning needs.

There is no constraint on the amount of additional teaching time that may be allocated to 
pupils with Down syndrome, based on their diagnosis, or because they may previously have 
been in the mild general learning difficulty category.

My Department’s July Provision Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school 
year for students with severe or profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. The scheme does not 
make provision for children with other categories of Special Education Needs. 

The National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016. 

The NCSE review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides 
day-time respite for families and a structured day for students. 

However, the NCSE review found a number of problems with the scheme as currently or-
ganised. 

These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable because it is not provided to all 
students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs, which might include some children with Down syn-
drome.

The Department of Education and Skills has convened an Implementation Group with rep-
resentatives of the NCSE, NEPS, the Inspectorate and representatives from other relevant De-
partments and agencies to ensure that the Report’s recommendations are fully and appropriately 
considered. 

There are no plans to change the July provision scheme coverage until this work is complete. 

Schools have a legal duty to provide an appropriate education to all students, including 
young people with special educational needs, and need to plan to ensure this happens.

Guidelines for schools on educational planning and monitoring of outcomes through the 
Student Support File, are contained in the Guidelines for Primary and Post primary Schools: 
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Supporting Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools.

Planning is a normal part of a teacher’s work and planning tools, like the student support 
file, have been created as a resource to help schools provide for their students. A variety of sup-
ports is available to support schools in this regard. 

05/02/2019WRJ02000School Funding

05/02/2019WRJ02100195. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding available 
under the schools capital appraisal section for 2019. [4937/19]

05/02/2019WRJ02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s capital al-
location in 2019 is €941m of which €672m is being allocated for capital spending in primary 
and post-primary schools. The school sector allocation will be expended primarily on the de-
livery of large scale projects and on the Additional Accommodation Scheme. Funding will be 
available for large scale projects that commenced on site in 2018 or earlier and that will remain 
under construction in 2019 and for large scale projects that are positioned to commence con-
struction in 2019.

Information in relation to the current status of all major school building projects and addi-
tional accommodation projects is available on my Departments website and this information is 
updated on a regular basis. 

Typically, expenditure levels of between 70% and 80% of the capital allocation available 
to schools annually is in respect of large scale projects and the Additional Accommodation 
Scheme. The balance available in 2019 will be expended on site acquisitions, the Summer 
Works Scheme, the Emergency Works Scheme, furniture and equipment provision and other 
smaller programmes.

05/02/2019WRJ02300School Accommodation Provision

05/02/2019WRJ02400196. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
plications for additional accommodation that have been made and subsequently approved or 
rejected under the schools capital appraisal section to date in 2019, in tabular form. [4938/19]

05/02/2019WRJ02500197. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of ap-
plications made for additional accommodation and considered by the schools capital appraisal 
section in 2017 and 2018, by county; and the number of applications approved and rejected, 
respectively by county. [4939/19]

05/02/2019WRJ02600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 196 and 197 together.

Information on the number of applications received in 2017 and 2018 is not available. 44 
applications have been received to date in 2019. Information in relation to all approved addi-
tional accommodation applications since 2011 and the current status of each is available on my 
Department’s website and this information is updated on a weekly basis.

05/02/2019WRJ02800School Accommodation Provision
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05/02/2019WRJ02900198. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grounds on which 
applications for additional accommodation are approved under the schools capital appraisal 
section; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4940/19]

05/02/2019WRJ03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that applications received under my Department’s Additional School Accommodation scheme 
are considered where an immediate long-term enrolment need has been identified and addi-
tional teacher(s) has been appointed and the school’s existing accommodation is not in a posi-
tion to meet that need. In such cases, my Department would provide funding to a school for the 
necessary additional classroom(s).

05/02/2019WRJ03100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/02/2019WRJ03200199. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
ensure that adequate education resources are made available for children with Down’s syn-
drome under the July provision (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4948/19]

05/02/2019WRJ03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A new model for allocating 
special education teachers to schools was introduced in 2017. 

Under this model, children can receive additional teaching support based on their learning 
needs, rather than on a diagnosis of disability.  

Parents of children who have Down syndrome have certainty that their children can receive 
as much additional teaching support as required in school, taking account of school based as-
sessments of their learning needs.

There is no constraint on the amount of additional teaching time that may be allocated to 
pupils with Down syndrome, based on their diagnosis, or because they may previously have 
been in the mild general learning difficulty category.

My Department’s July Provision Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school 
year for students with severe or profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. The scheme does not 
make provision for children with other categories of Special Education Needs. 

The National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016. 

The NCSE review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides 
day-time respite for families and a structured day for students. 

However, the NCSE review found a number of problems with the scheme as currently or-
ganised. 

These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable because it is not provided to all 
students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
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educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs, which might include some children with Down syn-
drome.

The Department of Education and Skills has convened an Implementation Group with rep-
resentatives of the NCSE, NEPS, the Inspectorate and representatives from other relevant De-
partments and agencies to ensure that the Report’s recommendations are fully and appropriately 
considered. 

There are no plans to change the July provision scheme coverage until this work is complete. 

05/02/2019WRJ03400Oideachas Gaeilge

05/02/2019WRJ03500200. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den  Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an 
bhfuil nó an raibh an comhairliúchán poiblí maidir leis an gcóras díolúine ón nGaeilge a leasú 
teoranta do na moltaí sa pháipéar comhairliúcháin agus sa dá dhréachtchiorclán, nó an bhfuil a 
Roinn sásta moltaí eile a rinneadh a chur i gcuntas, mar shampla, córas nua a chur i bhfeidhm 
chun nach mbeadh gá leis an gcóras díolúine amach anseo; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina 
thaobh. [4950/19]

05/02/2019WRJ03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Is cúis áthais dom a rá go raibh 
an-suim ann, le níos mó ná 11,000 freagraí ar an gComhairliúchán Poiblí maidir le polasaí agus 
cleachtadh a bhaineann le díolúine ó staidéar na Gaeilge. 

Déanfaidh an Roinn gach aighneacht a scrúdú.

05/02/2019WRJ03700School Enrolments

05/02/2019WRJ03800201. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4963/19]

05/02/2019WRJ03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy would be aware, 
in most rural and provincial areas, there is generally one post-primary school that is attended 
by most of the students in that area. However, parents and students in larger urban areas have a 
greater choice of post primary schools.  Among the factors that comes into consideration when 
selecting a school are the schools admissions policy, the range of subjects offered by the school, 
the various Programmes offered, school facilities and extra-curricular activities etc. The choice 
of post primary school is an important decision and parents and students must have the option 
of weighing up all the factors that a school has to offer and which best serves their individual 
needs and educational requirements.

A student can attend the post-primary school of their choice, provided there is a place avail-
able. Where there is an accommodation problem, the school must give priority on the basis of 
its enrolment policy which is drawn up by their board of management. While most post-primary 
schools are in a position to enroll all students who apply, there is no automatic guarantee of a 
place in the school that the student chooses.

On this basis therefore parents and students, in order to avoid disappointment, will initially 
register interest in more than one post primary school in order to increase the likelihood that 
they will be accepted into a school that meets their needs.  When the student officially accepts 
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the offer of a place in a particular school, they are then officially enrolled into that school. 

As final enrolment plans may not be known until late August, my Department’s Post Pri-
mary Online Database (P-POD) permits enrolment in more than one school to facilitate this.   
All post-primary schools are required to make their returns of students (known as the October 
Returns) via P-POD.  Any multi enrolments of a student that may exist at that time are identi-
fied by P-POD administrative staff, who follow up these returns with the schools in question 
and ascertain which school has officially enrolled the student. The enrolment data for the other 
schools is then amended accordingly. Any grants or special needs resources allocated to schools 
are based on this (verified) October Return enrolment figure.

05/02/2019WRJ04000Teacher Supply

05/02/2019WRJ04100202. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions he has 
taken to resolve the teacher supply issue. [4970/19]

05/02/2019WRJ04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Management bodies and 
schools have, in recent years, reported difficulties in recruiting teachers. At primary level this 
relates mainly to the recruitment of substitute teachers and at post-primary level to the recruit-
ment of teachers of particular subjects (e.g. STEM, modern foreign languages, Irish and Home 
Economics).

In response to these difficulties, the Teacher Supply Steering Group was established in 
March of last year and the Group is chaired by the Secretary General of my Department. 

The Steering Group is considering the issues that impact on teacher supply, including: initial 
teacher education policy, provision, funding and support; data/research requirements; policies 
and arrangements for schools and teachers that impact on teacher mobility/supply; and promo-
tion of the teaching profession. 

The Steering Group is overseeing the Action Plan for Teacher Supply, which was published 
in November 2018 with twenty-two actions in the four policy areas. These actions include: 

- In December 2018, a national campaign for the promotion of the teaching profession was 
launched across a number of platforms, including radio and digital media.  

- A new ‘Teaching Transforms’ webpage providing information about teaching as a career 
to school and third level students, as well as teachers not currently working in Ireland, was 
launched. The resource is available at www.gov.ie/teachingtransforms.

-   Five regional focus groups were held for principals, teachers and parents to consider and 
respond to the Action Plan and to contribute new ideas. It is intended to hold a focus group for 
student teachers in the coming months. 

- Following engagement with the HEA, a number of HEIs will provide new post primary 
initial teacher education (ITE) undergraduate programmes in 2019 in priority subject areas, 
including mathematics, modern foreign languages and Irish. The HEIs also plan to commence 
more new undergraduate ITE programmes in 2020.  

- At the request of my Department, the HEA is to engage with the ITE programme providers: 
to develop new proposals for flexible options which will facilitate access to, and participation 
in, the PME in targeted subject areas; to explore the development of a programme to encourage 
and support teachers not currently in the labour force to return to teaching; and to explore the 
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development of programmes to upskill existing teachers in targeted subject areas. 

- An additional €1 million has been allocated in the current academic year to the Student 
Assistance Fund (SAF) for Professional Master of Education (PME) students who are experi-
encing financial difficulty. 

- The Teaching Council, at the request of my Department, is reviewing the implementation 
of school placement guidelines for student teachers, with a particular focus on school/HEI part-
nerships. 

- In the current school year the limits that teachers on career break can work as substitutes 
were suspended.

At this point the Steering Group and the working groups reporting to it have met on a num-
ber of occasions, and I hope to be in a position to make further announcements in the coming 
months.

05/02/2019WRJ04300Apprenticeship Programmes

05/02/2019WRJ04400203. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will request 
SOLAS to review its placement procedures for apprentices to the national apprenticeship cen-
tres nationally to ensure the apprentice is placed at the location that is as close as possible to a 
location in which his or her required course is provided (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4979/19]

05/02/2019WRJ04500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The SOLAS apprenticeship scheduling management system aims to call apprentices for their 
off-the-job training, on a longest waiting basis on the day of scheduling to the nearest available 
Education and Training Board or Institute of Technology. Whilst every effort is made to elimi-
nate unnecessary travel, unfortunately for some apprentices it is impossible to avoid having to 
attend training facilities that are not in their locality. All apprentices are advised at their manda-
tory induction briefings of the scheduling process. 

In situations where apprentices are required to move from their current place of residence, 
in order to take up an offer of a training place, they are entitled to make an application for an 
accommodation allowance, in addition to their weekly training allowance, for the duration of 
the course.

I am informed by SOLAS that they are unaware of any particular issues with regard to the 
scheduling of off the job training in the locations referenced. However, if the Deputy would like 
to supply further details I will ask SOLAS to examine the matter.

05/02/2019WRJ04600Schools Health and Safety

05/02/2019WRJ04700204. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to review the 
procedures regarding lunch times at primary schools, particularly to ensure the children attend-
ing have sufficient hygiene and time to eat their food; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4981/19]

05/02/2019WRJ04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is responsible for the day to day running of a 
school.
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Circular 11/95 “Time in School” paragraph 3 states that a typical school day for Junior 
classes is 4 hours and 40 minutes and Senior classes 5 hours and 40 minutes with appropri-
ate recreation i.e. 30 minutes.  Under the Rules for National Schools, forenoon and afternoon 
breaks of five minutes each are allowed.  

Where a recreation interval or break of a longer duration than the foregoing are taken (for 
example when children are allowed to have lunch in the classroom prior to the official com-
mencement of the recreation interval) the length of the school day must be extended corre-
spondingly.   

The arrangement within the recreation interval for pupils to eat their lunch is a matter for 
each Board of Management to determine.  My Department has not issued guidelines to schools 
in this regard.

05/02/2019WRJ04900Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2019WRJ05000205. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding the construction of a new school (details supplied); if the schedule of accommodation 
has been completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4996/19]

05/02/2019WRJ05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s Capital 
Programme. 

My Department is currently finalising the project brief with a view to progressing the proj-
ect into the architectural planning process. The brief is expected to be completed shortly and 
my Department will be in further contact with the patron when this process has been completed.  

05/02/2019WRJ05200Schools Health and Safety

05/02/2019WRJ05300206. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding is 
available to schools to provide training for teachers through approved courses on the admin-
istration of EpiPens; his plans to provide such funding; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [4999/19]

05/02/2019WRJ05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Board of Management is 
the body charged with the overall governance and management of a school under the Education 
Act 1998.   

The Board of Management of each school is responsible for the care and safety of all of the 
students in their school and care and safety should be at the centre of all policy and practices. 
Schools are required to take all reasonable precautions to provide training for teachers to ensure 
the safety and welfare of their pupils.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) advise that, by law, employers and those who con-
trol workplaces to any extent, must identify hazards in the workplaces under their control and 
assess the risk presented by the hazards.

Employers must identify the risks and mitigating actions. The aim of Risk Management is 
to reduce the risk of injury and illness associated with work. The Risk Assessment(s) will form 
part of the employer’s Safety Statement.
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The Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General Application) Regulations 2007 set out the 
First-Aid requirements for workplaces as follows: “Employers have a duty to provide first-aid 
equipment at all places at work where working conditions require it. Depending on the size or 
specific hazard (or both) of the place of work, trained occupational first-aiders must also be 
provided. Apart from some exceptions, first-aid rooms must be provided where appropriate. 
Information must also be provided to employees as regards the first-aid facilities and arrange-
ments in place.”

It is important that the school management authority requests parents to inform the school of 
any medical condition suffered by any student attending. Where the school is aware of potential 
difficulties that may arise as a consequence of a medical condition suffered by one or more stu-
dents, it may be possible for the management authorities, working in conjunction with parents, 
teachers and children to put preventative measures in place to lessen the possibility of any dif-
ficulties arising or to ensure that, if a student suffers from an illness requiring, for example, the 
administration of medication, that appropriate treatment is available.

The organisation of training in the administration of medicines is a matter for the Board of 
Management and my Department has no plans for future training programmes in this area.

05/02/2019WRK00200Departmental Staff

05/02/2019WRK00300207. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5006/19]

05/02/2019WRK00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The position regarding per-
sonal leave for Representing Ireland at an International Sporting Event is set out in my Depart-
ment’s circular letter 0032/2007. 

The application for personal leave referred to by the Deputy was sanctioned by my Depart-
ment on the 2nd November, 2018.

05/02/2019WRK00500Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2019WRK00600208. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress to 
date regarding the construction of phase 1 of a school (details supplied); when construction will 
be completed in relation to phase 1; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5017/19]

05/02/2019WRK00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school building project to 
which the Deputy refers is currently on site.  The initial phase is the construction of the new 8 
classroom school.  The first phase is due for completion and hand-over in Quarter 2 2019.

05/02/2019WRK00800Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2019WRK00900209. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress to 
date regarding the construction of a school (details supplied); when construction will be com-
pleted; when the school will be ready for occupation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5018/19]

05/02/2019WRK01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Phase 2 of the project to which 
the Deputy refers, which entails the construction of a permanent 32-classroom school, is cur-
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rently ongoing. Subject to no issues arising it is envisaged that the new school building will be 
ready for occupation in the final quarter of 2019. 

05/02/2019WRK01100School Patronage

05/02/2019WRK01200210. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects 
to receive the recommendation from the new schools establishment group on the patronage of 
the new primary school for Maynooth, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5019/19]

05/02/2019WRK01300211. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when he expects to 
receive the recommendation from the new schools establishment group on the patronage of the 
new primary school for Leixlip, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5020/19]

05/02/2019WRK01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 210 and 211 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022) including two new 8-classroom 
primary schools to be established in 2019 to serve the Leixlip and Maynooth school planning 
areas. This announcement follows nationwide, demographic exercises carried out by my De-
partment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons.  Parental preferences for each patron, from parents of children who reside in the school 
planning areas concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these ar-
eas, are key to decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  

An Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) has been developed by my Department to 
provide objective information to all parents which will allow them to make an informed choice 
about their preferred model of patronage for their child’s education. Parental preferences were 
previously collected based on direct engagement with patron bodies. 

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG). Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG will submit a report with recommendations to me 
for consideration and final decision. 

The Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) opened for parental preferences on the 10th 
December 2018 for 12 primary schools to be established in 2019 and closed on the 15th Janu-
ary 2019. My Department are currently preparing assessment reports for the NSEG and it is 
anticipated that the successful patrons will be announced in the coming weeks. The assessment 
reports, including details on the number of parental preferences received for each of the areas 
and the NSEG recommendations, will be made available on my Department’s website.

05/02/2019WRK01600Teacher Recruitment

05/02/2019WRK01700212. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if Kildare and 
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Wicklow Education and Training Board has advertised for the recruitment of a principal for 
the north County Kildare Gaelcholáiste to be located at Maynooth, County Kildare; if accom-
modation has been secured for the new school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5021/19]

05/02/2019WRK01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Each Educational Training 
Board (ETB) receives a Teaching staffing allocation from my Department and it is the responsi-
bility of each ETB to the recruit and manage staffing levels within this allocation.  Kildare and 
Wicklow Education and Training Board (KWETB) have informed officials from my Depart-
ment that they have commenced the process to appoint a principal to the new Gaelcholáiste in 
Maynooth and they expect that the advertisement for the post will be published shortly. 

In relation to securing suitable accommodation, KWETB is engaging with officials of my 
Department to identify suitable accommodation in Maynooth to allow the new Gaelcholáiste to 
welcome first-year students in September 2019.

05/02/2019WRK01900Schools Building Projects

05/02/2019WRK02000213. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the pre-qualification of contractor’s report for the construction 
of a school (details supplied) was approved on 2 October 2018; if his attention has been further 
drawn to the fact that tenders have to date not been invited from the short-list of contractors; 
his views on whether it is unacceptable that the pre-qualification process is now in its tenth 
month when it should only take two to three months; if his officials will contact the design team 
for the project to progress it to tender forthwith; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5022/19]

05/02/2019WRK02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project re-
ferred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) – Detailed 
Design which includes the application for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access 
Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.  

 In line with normal procedure, in early October, the outcome of the pre-qualification pro-
cess was notified to contractors who expressed interest in tendering for this project. One of the 
unsuccessful parties has challenged the outcome, resulting in a delay with progressing the proj-
ect to tender stage. The school and its Board of Management have been taking legal advice in 
respect of this challenge and my Department has been in regular contact with school authorities 
and the school’s Design Team throughout the process. 

 Following consideration of legal advice the school has, in consultation with the Depart-
ment, taken the decision to cancel the pre-qualification process with a view to commencing 
a new process shortly. While this delay is regrettable it has been outside of the control of the 
school, its design team and the Department. 

 When the new pre-qualification exercise has been successfully concluded, the project will 
then be progressed to tender stage. My Department will remain in close contact with the school 
and its design team throughout the process to minimise the risk of any further delays.

05/02/2019WRK02200Schools Building Contractors

05/02/2019WRK02300214. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the invitation 



5 February 2019

79

of tenders has been approved for the construction of a school (details supplied); if tenders have 
been invited from the short-list of contractors; the closing date for receipt of tenders; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5023/19]

05/02/2019WRK02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The process of Pre-Qualifi-
cation of contractors for the project in question is underway.  For this particular project, pre-
qualification of reserved specialists for the mechanical and electrical works is also required. 
The Pre-qualification process culminates in the compilation of short-lists of suitable candidates 
for each respective discipline. 

The short-list was submitted to my Department for review on January 11th 2019.  On Janu-
ary 17th  the Department reverted to the Design Team with a number of items to be actioned 
with regard to finalising the process and a response is awaited. 

When the Pre-Qualification process is completed the project will then be progressed to ten-
der stage which normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete. 

This project is included in the Department of Education and Skills’ 6 year construction pro-
gramme, 2016-2021.

05/02/2019WRK02500School Accommodation Provision

05/02/2019WRK02600215. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has received 
an application for major capital works funding by a school (details supplied); the work for 
which funding is required; the status of the application; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5024/19]

05/02/2019WRK02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that funding was approved in September 2018 under the Additional Accommodation 
Scheme to enable the Board of Management to provide the following accommodation: 

- 5 Mainstream Classrooms, 5 x standard WCs & 1 x WC for assisted users as Additional 
Accommodation

- 4 Mainstream Classrooms & 4 x standard WCs to replace prefabs  

- 2 x Science Labs & 1 Prep Area and 1 Art & Crafts Room

 The Board of Management is currently at the procurement of the Design Team stage.  The 
Design Team will take the project through the various stages of architectural planning and on-
wards through the statutory planning process and to construction. 

05/02/2019WRK02800School Accommodation Provision

05/02/2019WRK02900216. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has received 
an application for major capital works funding by a school (details supplied); the work for 
which funding is required; the status of the application; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5025/19]

05/02/2019WRK03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department has received an application from the school in question for additional 
mainstream and specialist classroom accommodation. As soon as the application is accessed the 
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school authorities will be informed of the outcome.

05/02/2019WRK03100School Breaks Standardisation

05/02/2019WRK03200217. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to bring 
forward guidelines on adequate time to allow primary school children to eat their lunches; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5031/19]

05/02/2019WRK03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is responsible for the day to day running of a 
school.

Circular 11/95 “Time in School”   paragraph 3 states that a typical school day for Junior 
classes is 4 hours and 40 minutes and Senior classes 5 hours and 40 minutes with appropri-
ate recreation i.e. 30 minutes.  Under the Rules for National Schools, forenoon and afternoon 
breaks of five minutes each are allowed.  

Where a recreation interval or break of a longer duration than the foregoing are taken (for 
example when children are allowed to have lunch in the classroom prior to the official com-
mencement of the recreation interval) the length of the school day must be extended corre-
spondingly.   

The arrangement within the recreation interval for pupils to eat their lunch is a matter for 
each Board of Management to determine.  My Department has not issued guidelines to schools 
in this regard. 

05/02/2019WRK03400Teachers’ Remuneration

05/02/2019WRK03500218. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if some or all 
substitute teachers are being treated in their tax affairs by the Revenue Commissioners as being 
on a cumulative basis instead of a week one basis; the reason for same; the average loss in tax 
on a monthly basis; when the matter will be resolved; when teachers will be refunded; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5033/19]

05/02/2019WRK03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Revenue Commissioners 
introduced real time PAYE on the 1st January 2019, which was the biggest change to the PAYE 
system since the 1960s.  The first payroll of 2019 paid by the Department was on the 3rd Janu-
ary 2019 for post primary teachers and substitute teachers and on the 10th January for primary, 
non-teaching staff and retirees.  

Schools input records of employment through the On Line Claims System for substitute 
teachers and the details of each period of employment transfers to the Department where the 
appropriate rates of pay are applied, statutory deductions are calculated and the payment issues 
in the regular payroll run for the sector. 

In the first payrolls of the New Year, the payroll files that transferred to Revenue inadver-
tently included an end date for substitute staff which informed Revenue that these staff would 
not be paid under this employer number in the future.  This notification caused Revenue to im-
mediately reduce the tax credits and cut off points to zero for this cohort of staff which meant 
that when they were next paid, there were no tax credits available to be applied to the salary if 
the same people were paid in the second payroll issue.  
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The payroll software has been amended to prevent an end date transferring to Revenue for 
future payments which means substitute teachers paid for the first time in 2019 on payrolls after 
the 17th January will not have problems with tax credits.  However this did not correct the is-
sues that arose for the staff who were paid already.

A solution is being tested at present in consultation with Revenue. It is expected that this 
solution will be successful and all primary substitute teachers and substitute non teaching staff 
will have the correct tax deducted on the next pay day of 21st February.

Work is ongoing in relation to the post primary payroll and it is anticipated that some adjust-
ments will be processed for the payroll issue of the 14th February and further adjustments will 
be processed for the next pay issue of the 28th February.

05/02/2019WRK03700Schools Establishment

05/02/2019WRK03800219. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans for the 
provision of additional second-level school places and additional second-level schools, or both, 
in Lucan, County Dublin; and the capital allocations for the next five years. [5049/19]

05/02/2019WRK03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In April 2018, the Govern-
ment announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 
2022). In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future.  Approximately 40% of extra school places are delivered 
by extending existing schools. As the Deputy is aware two new 1,000 pupil post-primary have 
recently being established in the Lucan school planning area to cater for increased enrolments 
and the requirement for additional school places will be kept under on-going review and in 
particular will have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project 
Ireland 2040.

A number of existing post-primary in Lucan are also receiving major extensions under my 
Department’s 6 Year Capital Programme. Information in relation to the current status of all ma-
jor school building projects and additional accommodation projects including projects in Lucan 
is available on my Departments website and this information is updated on a regular basis

05/02/2019WRK04000School Transport

05/02/2019WRK04100220. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps he will take 
to ensure a student (details supplied) is accommodated on an existing school transport route 
which has adequate space available. [5053/19]

05/02/2019WRK04200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

The purpose of the School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs 
is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children 
with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability.
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Eligibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Edu-
cation through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers. Applications for transport 
provision, under the terms of this scheme, should only be completed in circumstances where 
children are not in a position to avail of standard school transport services. 

The Department and Bus Éireann are very conscious of the specialised nature of transport 
provision for children with special educational needs. This is reflected in the standard of dedi-
cated service provided and the fact that these services are generally planned and timetabled to 
operate on a door-to-door basis.

In certain cases, the Department also provides funding to schools for the employment of 
escorts to accompany children whose care and safety needs require this level of support while 
they travel to and from school.

The sibling of the child referred to by the Deputy is eligible under the terms of the School 
Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs, and Bus Éireann has advised 
he is availing of a service that caters for a number of children; there is also an escort on board 
this service.

However, the child referred to by the Deputy is not eligible for school transport under the 
terms of the Primary School Transport Scheme as he is not attending his nearest school.

The terms of the School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.

05/02/2019WRK04300Student Support Schemes

05/02/2019WRK04400221. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the financial supports, 
both direct and indirect, available to self-employed persons who may wish to return to educa-
tion at third level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5076/19]

05/02/2019WRK04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the Student 
Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students attending an approved course in an ap-
proved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to 
nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. 

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the student grant scheme in relation to progression, a 
student must be moving from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the 
previous year or be transferring from one course to another where the award for the subsequent 
course is of a higher level than the previous course. 

Further information in relation to student grant assistance is available from SUSI’s website 
(www.susi.ie) or by contacting the SUSI Helpdesk by telephone on 0761 087 874.

Students in third-level institutions who experience exceptional financial need can apply 
for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and 
compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due 
to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are available from the Access Office in the 
third level institution attended. 

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on this 
tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners on   www.revenue.ie.

In the context of a person re-educating, Springboard is a specific initiative that strategically 
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targets funding of free part-time higher education courses to enable unemployed people to up-
skill or reskill in areas where there are identified labour market skills shortages or employment 
opportunities. The courses, which are at level 6 (higher certificate) to level 9 (master’s degree) 
on the National Framework of Qualifications, are being delivered in public and private higher 
education providers around the country. Further information may be obtained from the website   
https://springboardcourses.ie/

05/02/2019WRK04600Student Support Schemes

05/02/2019WRK04700222. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason there is 
no college funding for persons in insolvency arrangements in circumstances in which their in-
come is over the SUSI threshold but they do not have a disposable income; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5081/19]

05/02/2019WRK04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the terms of the Student 
Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students who meet the prescribed conditions of 
funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and 
means.

Student grant applications are means tested on gross income from all sources earned inside 
and outside the State within a specified reference period. The means test arrangements of the 
Student Grant Scheme are applied nationally. The assessment of income from the same starting 
point is deemed to be fair and reasonable because this approach eliminates any distortion which 
might arise from different spending decisions in different households.  

The decision on eligibility for grant assistance is a matter for the centralised grant awarding 
authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to determine, upon receipt of the relevant 
application form and supporting documentation. 

In addition to the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing 
exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances.  

05/02/2019WRK04900School Accommodation Provision

05/02/2019WRK05000223. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a progress report 
on the provision of an extension for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin will be pro-
vided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5091/19]

05/02/2019WRK05100224. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a progress report 
on the provision of an extension for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin will be pro-
vided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5092/19]

05/02/2019WRK05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 223 and 224 together.

The major building project for the schools referred to by the deputy is currently at an ad-
vanced stage of Architectural Planning, Stage 2b - Detailed Design, which includes the applica-
tion for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender documents. All statutory approvals 
have been secured. The schools share the same site and the building project will be delivered 
as a joint project.
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The schools and their Design Team have submitted a Brief Change Report to my Depart-
ment which is currently under review. A response will issue shortly.

05/02/2019WRL00200Teacher Training Provision

05/02/2019WRL00300225. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Education and Skills 
if the changes he announced to the entry requirements for the professional master of education 
programme in 2017 will be implemented for the 2019 intake; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5093/19]

05/02/2019WRL00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that last week I announced the deferral of the introduction of the new minimum entry require-
ments for primary Initial Teacher Education (ITE) students starting a Professional Master of 
Education (PME) from 2019 to 2020.

This deferral applies to students who have commenced an undergraduate degree (as distinct 
from a Bachelor of Education degree) and are planning to apply for the (postgraduate) PME for 
entry in September 2019.

The new minimum entry requirements are the appropriate standard but the original timing 
of their introduction may have caused difficulties for some students planning on undertaking a 
PME as an entry route to primary teaching.

The new minimum entry requirements were approved following detailed consultation and 
it is important that they continue to remain as the new higher standards in order to maintain the 
integrity of Initial Teacher Education and to support quality teaching and learning in primary 
schools.  Having relatively high minimum entry requirements in core subject areas of Irish, 
English and Mathematics is one of the key policy levers that help ensure quality teaching and 
learning in primary schools.  

The higher minimum entry requirements, announced in October 2017, will continue to ap-
ply from September 2019 for students planning on entering the undergraduate Bachelor of 
Education (Primary) programme.

05/02/2019WRL00500School Accommodation

05/02/2019WRL00600226. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application for additional accommodation by a school (details supplied). [5116/19]

05/02/2019WRL00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am please to inform the 
Deputy that additional accommodation has been sanction for the school in question and the 
school authority has been informed.

05/02/2019WRL00800Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/02/2019WRL00900227. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if children with 
Down’s syndrome will be included in the July provision programme; his plans to ensure that 
individual education plans for children with Down’s syndrome are provided as part of vital 
education supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5132/19]
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05/02/2019WRL01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Schools have a legal duty to 
provide an appropriate education to all students, including young people with special educa-
tional needs, and obviously they need to plan to ensure this happens.

Planning is a normal part of a teacher’s work and planning tools, like the student support 
file, have been created as a resource to help schools provide for their students.

A new model for allocating special education teachers to schools was introduced in 2017. 

Under this model, children can receive additional teaching support based on their learning 
needs, rather than on a diagnosis of disability.  

Parents of children who have Down syndrome have certainty that their children can receive 
as much additional teaching support as required in school, taking account of school based as-
sessments of their learning needs.

There is no constraint on the amount of additional teaching time that may be allocated to 
pupils with Down syndrome, based on their diagnosis, or because they may previously have 
been in the mild general learning difficulty category.

My Department’s July Provision Grant Scheme provides funding for an extended school 
year for students with severe or profound intellectual disabilities and students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD). 

The scheme was developed to reduce potential regression in learning associated with these 
specific categories of special education needs over the summer holidays. The scheme does not 
make provision for children with other categories of Special Education Needs. 

The National Council for Special Education’s Policy Advice on Educational Provision for 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders was published in July 2016. 

The NCSE review found that in general parents value July provision because it provides 
day-time respite for families and a structured day for students. 

However, the NCSE review found a number of problems with the scheme as currently or-
ganised. 

These include concerns that the scheme may be inequitable because it is not provided to all 
students with complex special educational needs. 

The Council recommended that the relevant Government Departments consider how an eq-
uitable national day activity scheme could be developed for all students with complex special 
educational needs. 

The proposed scheme would provide a structured, safe, social environment for all students 
with complex special educational needs, which might include some children with Down syn-
drome.

The Department of Education and Skills has convened an Implementation Group with rep-
resentatives of the NCSE, NEPS, the Inspectorate and representatives from other relevant De-
partments and agencies to ensure that the Report’s recommendations are fully and appropriately 
considered. 

There are no plans to change the July provision scheme coverage until this work is complete. 
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05/02/2019WRL01100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/02/2019WRL01200228. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
report being compiled by the NCSE regarding the provision of a special autism school for the 
Dublin 15 area; when the report will be available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5148/19]

05/02/2019WRL01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am aware of the demand for 
additional special class and special school placements in the North Dublin area.

I have asked the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) to provide my Department 
with a report on current and future identified need in the area so that evidence based decisions 
may be made on the development of the necessary placements in the area for the short, medium 
and longer term. The report is expected shortly.

The NCSE is continuing to work with schools, parents, NEPS, health professionals and 
other staff who are involved in the provision of services in the North Dublin area for children 
with special educational needs, to ensure that each child has a school placement appropriate to 
their needs for the 2018/19 school year and beyond.

Funding for special education provision in 2018 will amount to some €1.75 billion, up 43% 
since 2011 and equivalent to 18.7% of the gross overall current allocation for education and 
training.

My Department’s policy is to provide for the inclusive education of children with special 
educational needs, including Autism (ASD), in mainstream school settings, unless such a place-
ment would not be in the best interests of the child concerned, or the children with whom they 
will be educated. 

The greater proportion of children with Autism attend mainstream classes, but some require 
the environment of a special class or special school. This decision is based on a recommenda-
tion contained within a professional assessment and in consultation with the NCSE. 

Special schools funded by my Department are intended to cater for children and young per-
sons with special educational needs from the age of 4 years until the end of the school year in 
which they reach their 18th year.

The enrolment of a child to a school is a matter, in the first instance, for the parents of the 
child and the Board of Management of a school. 

Accordingly, the NCSE advises parents, to seek to enrol their child, by applying in writing, 
to the school/s of their choice as early as possible. Where parents have been unsuccessful in 
enrolling their child in a school, they should update their local SENO to inform the planning 
process.

The NCSE is responsible, through it’s network of Special Needs Organisers, for the devel-
opment and delivery and co-ordination of education services to children with Special Educa-
tional Needs, including the establishment of special class and special school placements. 

124 special schools provide specialist education for those students with the most complex 
special educational needs, including students diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 
1,459 across the country now, of which 1,196 are ASD special classes. 
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There are 37 special schools and 237 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Co. 
Dublin. Of these, 17 are ASD early intervention classes, 139 are primary ASD classes and 41 
are post primary ASD classes. The number of ASD special classes in Co. Dublin have increased 
from 66 in 2011/2012 to 197 in 2018/2019. Details of all special classes for children with spe-
cial educational needs are available on www.ncse.ie.

The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year, and where special provision, in-
cluding special class provision, is required, it is planned and established to meet that need. This 
process is ongoing.

While it is not always possible or practical that a special class placement would be available 
in a child’s local school, the NCSE has informed my Department that, in general, they are satis-
fied that there are sufficient ASD special class placements to meet existing demand nationally. 
From time to time, the Council identifies local areas where additional provision is required. In 
those circumstances, SENOs work with the schools and families concerned to resolve the issues 
involved.

My Department is aware that the establishment of special class provision in some schools 
and communities can be challenging.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 when commenced will assist in addressing 
this issue in areas where the NCSE is of the opinion that there is insufficient education provi-
sion for children with special educational needs. 

Section 8 of the Act, which commenced Monday 3rd December 2018, will provide me with 
a power, after a process of consultation with the NCSE, the Board of Management and the pa-
tron of the school, to compel a school to make additional provision for the education of children 
with special educational needs.

05/02/2019WRL01400Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2019WRL01500229. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an extension 
at a school (details supplied) will be constructed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5164/19]

05/02/2019WRL01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware 
that a building project for the school to which he refers is included in my Department’s Capital 
Programme. 

My Department is currently finalising the project brief with a view to progressing the proj-
ect into the architectural planning process. The brief is expected to be completed shortly and 
my Department will be in further contact with the patron, who has agreed to deliver the project, 
when the process has been completed.

05/02/2019WRL01700School Accommodation Provision

05/02/2019WRL01800230. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the installation 
of prefabricated accommodation for imminent school years at a school (details supplied) will be 
reconsidered; if the redeveloping of a building adjacent to the school will be considered rather 
than the costs associated with temporary accommodation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5165/19]
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05/02/2019WRL01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has no record of receiving an application for funding, from the Patron, of 
the school in question.  If an application is received it will be considered and the school author-
ity will be informed of the outcome.

05/02/2019WRL02000School Accommodation Provision

05/02/2019WRL02100231. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
plans for a school (details supplied) considering the lack of school accommodation for children 
attending from September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5166/19]

05/02/2019WRL02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Officials at my Department 
are aware of the accommodation requirements of the school to which the Deputy refers.  The 
school currently has sufficient accommodation and work is ongoing to ensure that there will be 
sufficient suitable additional accommodation available to the school for September 2019.

My Department has been seeking the landlord’s permission to install the two prefabs which 
will be required for September 2019.  The landlord has recently indicated that formal consent 
is forthcoming and my Department is currently working on the planning application which will 
be lodged with Dublin City Council shortly.  My Department will continue to keep the schools 
Patron Body fully informed of progress. 

05/02/2019WRL02300School Management

05/02/2019WRL02400232. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to improve guidelines regarding lunch breaks and hygiene practice in primary schools; if his 
Department has a role in the establishment of healthy hygiene practices and healthy eating 
practices in schools; if consideration will be given to making it mandatory that children be su-
pervised in classrooms in a scenario (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5167/19]

05/02/2019WRL02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): At primary level, circular 
11/95 “Time in School” paragraph 3 states that a typical school day for Junior classes is 4 hours 
and 40 minutes and Senior classes 5 hours and 40 minutes with appropriate recreation i.e. 30 
minutes.  Under the Rules for National Schools, forenoon and afternoon breaks of five minutes 
each are allowed. 

Under the provisions of the Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is responsible 
for the day to day running of a school. The arrangement within the recreation interval for pupils 
to eat their lunch is a matter for each Board of Management to determine and my Department 
has not issued guidelines to schools in this regard.  Schools are required to supervise pupils dur-
ing school time including during breaks and lunch breaks. 

My Department acknowledges the commitment of schools in promoting healthy lifestyle 
choices for students in a number of ways - the curriculum – for example Physical Education 
and Social Personal Health Education (SPHE); through schools policy including healthy lunch 
policies and by the use of resources and programmes chosen by the school. The Active School 
Flag (ASF) is one such programme. Work by my Department in this area aims to equip students 
with the skills and knowledge to enable them to make the right choices for healthy lifestyles 
throughout their lives.  
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Time allocated for hygiene at primary is covered within the Social, Personal and Health 
Education (SPHE) Curriculum which is allocated a minimum of 30 minutes a week at all levels 
of primary school. SPHE provides specific opportunities to enable the child to understand him-
self or herself, to develop healthy relationships and to establish and maintain healthy patterns 
of behaviour. It is a particular concern of the curriculum to develop in the child respect and care 
for his or her body. It also enables the child to acquire the knowledge and attitudes that help to 
promote a healthy lifestyle.  As part of this the child should be enabled to recognise and prac-
tise basic hygiene skills such as: personal hygiene practices, hygienic eating habits, developing 
basic skills in dressing himself/herself and caring for clothes, taking proper care of teeth.

The primary curriculum is currently undergoing a process of review and redevelopment, 
which includes SPHE and the time allocated. The National Council for Curriculum and Assess-
ment (NCCA) will publish a draft overview of a redeveloped primary curriculum in autumn 
2019. This draft will be the basis for an extensive consultation which will feed into the overall 
shape and direction of a redeveloped curriculum.

At Post primary, SPHE is compulsory at Junior Cycle and Physical Health is an element of 
SPHE.  In year one, the module focuses on life-style patterns that support good physical health. 
Body care places emphasis on the importance of washing and body care, especially in adoles-
cence and explores the links between personal hygiene and positive self-image.  While in year 
two, this module revises basic hygiene practices and explores the link between good hygiene 
habits and self-esteem.

05/02/2019WRL02600School Breaks Standardisation

05/02/2019WRL02700233. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the definition 
of a sufficient amount of time allotted to primary school children for eating their lunch; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5168/19]

05/02/2019WRL02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): At primary level, circular 
11/95 “Time in School” paragraph 3 states that a typical school day for Junior classes is 4 hours 
and 40 minutes and Senior classes 5 hours and 40 minutes with appropriate recreation i.e. 30 
minutes.  Under the Rules for National Schools, forenoon and afternoon breaks of five minutes 
each are allowed. 

Under the provisions of the Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is responsible 
for the day to day running of a school. The arrangement within the recreation interval for pupils 
to eat their lunch is a matter for each Board of Management to determine.  My Department has 
not issued guidelines to schools in this regard. 

05/02/2019WRL02900School Guidelines on Obesity

05/02/2019WRL03000234. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views 
on whether the rushed nature of lunch breaks and snack breaks in primary and post-primary 
schools is conducive to combatting the rise in obesity and other health issues in children; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5169/19]

05/02/2019WRL03100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): At primary level, circular 
11/95 “Time in School” paragraph 3 states that a typical school day for Junior classes is 4 hours 
and 40 minutes and Senior classes 5 hours and 40 minutes with appropriate recreation i.e. 30 
minutes.  Under the Rules for National Schools, forenoon and afternoon breaks of five minutes 
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each are allowed. 

Under the provisions of the Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is responsible 
for the day to day running of a school. The arrangement within the recreation interval for pupils 
to eat their lunch is a matter for each Board of Management to determine.  My Department has 
not issued guidelines to schools in this regard. 

My Department works closely with the Department of Health and the Health Service Ex-
ecutive on the Healthy Ireland agenda. My Department is represented on a number of groups 
including the National Physical Activity Plan Implementation Group and on the Obesity Policy 
Implementation Oversight Group.  

Healthy Lifestyles guidance issued to post primary schools in 2015 and primary schools in 
2016. This guidance was drafted in consultation with the Department of Health.

My Department acknowledges the commitment of schools in promoting healthy lifestyle 
choices for students in a number of ways - the curriculum – for example Physical Education 
and Social Personal Health Education (SPHE); through schools policy including healthy lunch 
policies and by the use of resources and programmes chosen by the school. The Active School 
Flag (ASF) is one such programme. Work by my Department in this area aims to equip students 
with the skills and knowledge to enable them to make the right choices for healthy lifestyles 
throughout their lives.  

The primary curriculum is currently undergoing a process of review and redevelopment, 
which includes SPHE and the time allocated. The National Council for Curriculum and Assess-
ment (NCCA) will publish a draft overview of a redeveloped primary curriculum in autumn 
2019. This draft will be the basis for an extensive consultation which will feed into the overall 
shape and direction of a redeveloped curriculum.

At Post primary, SPHE is compulsory at Junior Cycle and Physical Health is an element of 
SPHE.  In year one, the module focuses on life-style patterns that support good physical health. 

05/02/2019WRL03200School Management

05/02/2019WRL03300235. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the guide-
lines for teachers or school staff allowing television to be shown in the classroom; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5170/19]

05/02/2019WRL03400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act 1998, the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance 
of a school. 

The use of television and other forms of media either as a teaching aid or during break times 
by schools is a matter for the Board of Management of each individual school. 

My Department has not issued specific guidelines on the use of televisions and acknowl-
edges that the degree of usage required in any given school will depend on the school’s particu-
lar circumstances and on factors such as the age and maturity of the pupils concerned. Where 
parents have a concern in relation to a school’s media policy, they should raise the matter with 
the Board of Management of the school concerned.

05/02/2019WRL03500School Curriculum
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05/02/2019WRL03600236. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
time is not allocated for hygiene practice and eating within the primary and post-primary school 
curriculums; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5171/19]

05/02/2019WRL03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): At primary level, circular 
11/95 “Time in School” paragraph 3 states that a typical school day for Junior classes is 4 hours 
and 40 minutes and Senior classes 5 hours and 40 minutes with appropriate recreation i.e. 30 
minutes.  Under the Rules for National Schools, forenoon and afternoon breaks of five minutes 
each are allowed.  

Where a recreation interval or break of a longer duration than the foregoing are taken (for 
example when children are allowed to have lunch in the classroom prior to the official com-
mencement of the recreation interval) the length of the school day must be extended corre-
spondingly.

Under the provisions of the Education Act, 1998, the Board of Management is responsible 
for the day to day running of a school. The arrangement within the recreation interval for pupils 
to eat their lunch is a matter for each Board of Management to determine.  My Department has 
not issued guidelines to schools in this regard. 

Hygiene is one of the topics covered within the Social, Personal and Health Education 
(SPHE) Curriculum which is allocated a minimum of 30 minutes a week at all levels of pri-
mary school. SPHE provides specific opportunities to enable the child to understand himself 
or herself, to develop healthy relationships and to establish and maintain healthy patterns of 
behaviour. It is a particular concern of the curriculum to develop in the child respect and care 
for his or her body. It also enables the child to acquire the knowledge and attitudes that help to 
promote a healthy lifestyle.  As part of this the child should be enabled to recognise and prac-
tise basic hygiene skills such as: personal hygiene practices, hygienic eating habits, developing 
basic skills in dressing himself/herself and caring for clothes, taking proper care of teeth.

At Post primary, SPHE is compulsory up to Junior Cycle and Physical Health one element 
of personal health and well-being. In year one, the module focuses on life-style patterns that 
support good physical health. Body care places emphasis on the importance of washing and 
body care, especially in adolescence and explores the links between personal hygiene and posi-
tive self-image.  While in year two, this module revises basic hygiene practices and explores the 
link between good hygiene habits and self-esteem.

05/02/2019WRL03800School Guidelines on Mental Health

05/02/2019WRL03900237. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Education and Skills the current and future 
mental health initiatives to be put into practice in post-primary schools; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5196/19]

05/02/2019WRL04000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
mental health and well-being promotion is afforded a high priority and is one of the key goals 
within my Department’s Action Plan for Education in 2016/19.  My Department is strongly sup-
portive of the promotion of well-being in our schools and has a key role to play in the promotion 
of the well-being of children and young people in Ireland, in collaboration with the Depart-
ments of Health and Children and Youth Affairs, and with other Government Departments and 
Agencies. 

My Department adopts a holistic and integrated approach to supporting post primary 
schools in promoting well-being and positive mental health.  The process spans the curriculum 
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in schools, whole-school ethos, quality of teaching, learning and assessment, student support 
and pastoral care and the provision of professional development for teachers.  It also involves 
other supports such as educational psychological services and guidance services, and the inter-
face with other agencies, both nationally and locally. 

To support this holistic approach my Department has published a Well-being Policy State-
ment and Framework for Practice (2018-2023) for all schools which will inform how schools 
can best promote student well-being.  The policy statement and framework for practice pro-
vides an overarching structure encompassing existing, ongoing and developing work in the area 
of Well-being Promotion in schools.  

Best practice indicates that schools adopt a whole-school, multi-component preventative 
approach to Well-being Promotion that includes both universal and targeted interventions.  A 
whole-school approach involves all in the school community engaging in a collaborative pro-
cess to improve areas of school life that impact on well-being.  This will be achieved through 
the use of a School Self-Evaluation process taking Well-being Promotion as its focus.  It will 
allow schools to benchmark their practice against the statement of effective practice, and iden-
tify areas for development, implementation and review.  It is envisaged that schools will engage 
with the statements and adapt and develop the best practice items as they meet the needs in their 
own school community.

A multi-component approach encourages schools to address areas, not only relating to 
Teaching and Learning but also relating to culture and environment, policy and planning and 
relationships and partnerships.  These areas are embedded in the Well-being Framework for 
Practice.  Working preventively and providing for both universal and targeted approaches is 
described as providing a ‘Continuum of Support’.  Schools are encouraged to provide supports 
to promote the well-being of all within the school community as well as providing some tar-
geted interventions for children and young people presenting with vulnerabilities in the area of 
well-being.  

It is my Department’s aim that by 2023 all schools and centres for education will have em-
bedded this dynamic School Self-evaluation process focusing on Well-being Promotion.  The 
implementation of this Well-being Promotion Process is an ongoing process that will ensure 
the necessary focus on supporting children and young people in having a sense of purpose and 
fulfilment, and the skills necessary to deal with life’s challenges.

A Well-being Policy Implementation Plan, which has specified seven high level goals, has 
been agreed for achievement over the next five years.  The seven high level goals are as follows: 

1. Strengthen and align current structures within the Department and between the Depart-
ment and other relevant Departments to ensure the coordinated implementation of this Well-
being Policy Statement and Framework for Practice. 

2. Plan and provide for the national roll-out of a professional development process to facili-
tate all schools and centres for education to engage with and embed a Well-being Promotion 
Process which builds professional capacity and collaborative cultures from 2018-2023. 

3. Provide for an aligned, comprehensive and easily accessible programme of support for 
all schools and centres for education to address school-identified well-being promotion needs.  

4. Consider how the system is meeting current and future teachers’ learning needs relating 
to well-being promotion.

5. Develop a research based framework for the evaluation of well-being promotion in 
schools. 
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6. Improve use of supports for children and young people at key points of transition within 
and between education settings.  

7. Promote the well-being of school and centre of education personnel.

The Well-being policy Statement encompasses the support for implementation of the Well-
being in Post Primary Schools Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention 
(2013) and Well-being in Primary Schools Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion (2015). 
These guidelines to present in an integrated way the existing elements of good practice to pro-
mote positive mental health, and direct then to new practices as appropriate.  They provide clear 
information for schools and for agencies supporting schools on how to address issues of men-
tal health promotion. The European wide HSE supported, Health Promoting School Process 
(HSP) is also outlined, and the Well-being Guidelines show how the HSP can be introduced 
to schools to complement existing good practice. The Guidelines outline how schools support 
young people through early intervention and prevention, modelled on the NEPS Continuum of 
Support tiered approach (see appendices below for additional information).  

Schools will be supported in this work by a national professional development programme 
currently being developed and trialed, and full roll out will commence in 2019.  

In addition, our national support services will step up the investment made in building ca-
pacity within schools to deliver: 

- Training for teachers and school staff (including the Incredible Years programme, the 
Friends programme and the SafeTALK programme) 

- Improved curriculum content (through the Junior Cycle Well-being programme, improved 
resources for teachers to deliver Relationships and Sexuality Education) 

- Best practice models of school based student support teams 

- Protocols for connecting to wider support services 

- A national training programme to support schools to implement the Self-Evaluation Well-
being Promotion Process and the development of Well-being Resources, including self-evalua-
tion planning and feedback templates.

The Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 includes an area of learning at junior cycle called 
Well-being encompassing Physical Education (PE), Social, Personal and Health Education 
(SPHE) and Civic, Social and Political Education (CSPE). Up to 400 hours is available for 
learning in the area of Well-being in junior cycle beginning with a minimum of 300 hours of 
timetabled engagement from 2017 and moving to the full complement of time as the new junior 
cycle is fully implemented. The Well-being Policy Statement 2018–2023 is the overarching 
context in which the implementation of the Junior Cycle Well-being Programme is situated in 
post primary schools. Within this policy and framework implementation, it is expected that the 
Junior Cycle Well-being Guidelines will be the focus for implementation with the Junior Cycle 
cohort. The NCCA has developed Guidelines for Junior Cycle Well-being to support schools 
in planning and implementing their Well-being Programme. The Guidelines situate curricular 
provision in CSPE, SPHE and PE within the broader context of whole-school provision for 
well-being. There is a suite of supports provided to post-primary schools to enable them to 
implement the Well-being Programme.  My department works in partnership  with the HSE,  
Health promotion Services in developing lesson plans which will focus on mental health pro-
motion  to support implementation of the social personal and health education curriculum in 
Junior Cycle well-being Programme.
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The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), is leading work in supporting 
schools with review and development of student support teams in reviewing and developing 
support structures for teachers and students through the implementation of the Guidelines on 
Student Support Teams in Post- Primary Schools (2014). This guide provides practical support 
for schools in the implementation of significant elements of the Well-being in Post-Primary 
Schools Guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention (2013) and is in line 
with current national priorities in relation to the Well-being and mental health promotion among 
young people. 

The third edition of Responding to Critical Incidents: Guidelines and Resource Materials 
for Teachers issued to all schools in autumn 2016. This document provides comprehensive 
advice for schools in preparing for and dealing with a crisis situation.  Of particular note in the 
revised edition is the attention to inclusion of advice in relation to use of social media in crisis 
situations. The Guidelines are an essential support to school communities in preparing for and 
attending to Critical Incidents that challenge the coping mechanisms of schools.  Training is 
provided by NEPS for all post primary 

New resources to tackle cyberbullying “UP2US”, “My Selfie and the wider world” and 
“Lockers” were launched in 2016 through the internet safety initiative, Webwise and an UP2US 
social media roadshow was run in collaboration with Beat 102-103.  “Being LGBT in School” 
A Resource for Post-Primary Schools to Prevent homophobic and Transphobic Bullying and 
Support LGBT Students was developed by the Gay and Lesbian Network Equality (GLEN) 
as part of the implementation of the Action Plan on Bullying. It will support schools in the 
implementation of the Department’s Anti-Bullying Procedures. The production of guidelines 
for boards of management in relation to homophobic bullying is also being supported.

The Department of Education and Skills (through the Teacher Education Section), in con-
junction with the National Office for Suicide Prevention (NOSP) has introduced a training 
model for the delivery of SafeTALK suicide prevention training. This training aims to prepare 
people to identify those with suicidal thoughts and connect them to people and agencies that 
can help.  SafeTALK has an awareness and training focus; participants learn to recognise and 
engage persons who might be having thoughts of suicide and to connect them with individuals 
in the community who are trained to provide suicide intervention(s).  

By providing this Well-being Policy Statement and Framework for Practice and capacity 
building initiatives I believe that we can fulfil our mission to enable individuals to achieve their 
full potential and contribute to Ireland’s social, cultural and economic development into the 
future 2026.

In order to support schools in the implementation of this Well-being Policy Statement and 
Framework for Practice it is planned to develop and roll out a comprehensive programme of 
professional development, commencing in 2019.  This will include facilitating the engagement 
of schools in the school self-evaluation for well-being promotion process, which will build 
professional capacity in schools.  Work is underway to map the range of existing supports that 
schools can already access through the PDST, Health and Well-being Team, the Junior Cycle 
for Teachers and NEPS, with a view to ensuring that there is a comprehensive and easily acces-
sible set of resources to address school-identified well-being promotion needs.  

05/02/2019WRL04100Education and Training Boards Data

05/02/2019WRL04200238. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of students who have passed the course in the context of the funds in 2016, 2017 and 2018 that 
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ETBs received from an association (details supplied) in order to run the level 5 Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland training programme; the number of staff required to run the programme; 
the number of programmes nationally in each of the ETBs; the commencement and end points 
of the salary scale for the persons staffing the courses; if staff are paid by the ETB; if not, if 
they are directly employed by the association; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5241/19]

05/02/2019WRL04300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The training courses that the deputy refers to are run under the Local Training Initiative pro-
gramme (LTI).  This programme is a project-based training and work experience programme 
carried out in the local community run by local community groups and associations. Staff de-
livering courses are typically employed by the relevant community group or association.  The 
programme is designed for people who are unemployed, primarily those aged 18 – 35 years 
who are experiencing difficulty in gaining entry to the labour market due to personal, social or 
geographic disadvantage. Participants on LTI programmes are entitled to a training allowance 
and the training is certified and leads to recognised awards on the National Framework of Qual-
ifications at levels 3, 4 and 5.  These projects are full-time, 35 hours a week and the duration of 
the projects varies. Participants must be unemployed and over 16 years of age.

SOLAS allocated over €23m to the 16 Education Training Boards in respect of the Local 
Training Initiative programme in 2018. This includes funding for the association referred to by 
the Deputy. The information sought has been requested from the individual ETBs and will be 
compiled and forwarded to the Deputy when completed.

05/02/2019WRL04400School Curriculum

05/02/2019WRL04500239. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the parts of 
the primary and secondary level curriculums in which the protection of mental health is taught; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5286/19]

05/02/2019WRL04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Social Personal and 
Health Education (SPHE) curriculum is the context in which social and emotional learning is 
addressed in primary and post primary schools.  A wide range of supports and programmes are 
available to support schools in the implementation of the SPHE curriculum. 

My Department is strongly supportive of the promotion of positive mental health awareness 
in schools. This Department adopts a holistic and integrated approach to supporting schools in 
promoting positive mental health.

My Department published guidelines for Mental Health Promotion and Suicide Prevention 
in 2013 and my Department also provides other supports such as educational psychological 
services and guidance and counselling services, and an interface with other agencies. 

My Department has published a Well-being Policy and Framework for Practice (2018-2023) 
for all schools which will inform how schools can promote student well-being. 

The Well-being Policy also builds on the work already taking place in schools including the 
new Framework for Junior Cycle which places a clear emphasis on overall student health and 
well-being. This Framework is underpinned by eight principles, one of which is “Well-being” 
covering  the development of key skills of “Managing Myself” and “Staying Well” which cover 
issues such as mental health and mental ill-health, dealing with tough times, loss and bereave-
ment.  
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05/02/2019WRL04700Third Level Costs

05/02/2019WRL04800240. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the issues 
faced by pharmacy students who will now have enormous tuition fees for the fifth year of their 
course will be addressed; his views on whether the changes will result in students not pursuing 
studies in pharmacy in the future for purely financial reasons; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5317/19]

05/02/2019WRL04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In Ireland, the Pharmacy Act 
2007 conferred responsibility on the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI), the pharmacy 
regulator, with respect to pharmacy education and training. The PSI is an independent statutory 
body and is responsible for defining and ensuring the standards of education and training for 
pharmacists qualifying in Ireland. This includes developing standards, policies and carrying out 
accreditation of pharmacy degree programmes.

In August 2014, the Minister for Health approved changes to the education and training of 
pharmacists. This change in Pharmacy education has come about because the regulatory body, 
the PSI, now requires graduates to have completed a Masters degree before entering the PSI 
Register and practising as a Pharmacist. The new programme was intended to keep pace with 
changing healthcare needs in Ireland and offer an improved student experience through its 
evidence-based and experiential-based learning approach

For those students that commenced their pharmacy course from September 2015, the struc-
ture of the pharmacist qualification changed from a four-year Bachelor degree programme fol-
lowed by a one-year Internship Programme (which resulted in the award of a Level 9 degree) 
to a five-year fully integrated pharmacy degree programme. 

This programme structure supports the dispersal of placements throughout the five years 
(rather than focussed on the final year) and culminates in the award of a Masters in Pharmacy 
(M. Pharm) following successful completion of the fifth year. 

State funding under the Free Fees initiative is available for undergraduate awards only.  In 
practice, this means that the first four years of the pharmacy programme are funded for those 
students who satisfy the Free Fees criteria.  A full tuition fee is then payable by all students for 
the final year of the programme, as this is a postgraduate Level 9 award. 

SUSI grant support is available for those students who meet the qualifying criteria such as 
means, residency, nationality and progression. Different supports are available to undergraduate 
and postgraduate students. Qualifying students attending integrated/intercalated courses, will 
be initially assessed in respect of the undergraduate portion of the course. A separate application 
will be required in respect of the portion of the course deemed to be the postgraduate element.

Any students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply 
for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and 
compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due 
to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are available from the Access Office in the 
third level institution attended. 

In addition, tax relief is available on postgraduate tuition fees paid. Details in relation to this 
relief are available from the Revenue Commissioners. 

05/02/2019WRL05000School Funding



5 February 2019

97

05/02/2019WRL05100241. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position on 
fee-paying secondary schools receiving financial assistance to support certain capital building 
projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5322/19]

05/02/2019WRL05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I will arrange for a reply to 
issue directly to the Deputy in the coming days.

05/02/2019WRL05300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/02/2019WRL05400242. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an 
application by a person (details supplied) for a special needs assistant for a child in County 
Laois; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5361/19]

05/02/2019WRL05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.  

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

As this question relates to a particular child, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

05/02/2019WRM00200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/02/2019WRM00300243. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
ensure schoolchildren in the Ballincollig catchment area can have access to an ASD unit in their 
community; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5439/19]

05/02/2019WRM00400244. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the level of 
engagement there has been with schools in the Ballincollig catchment area regarding the estab-
lishment of ASD early intervention units locally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5440/19]

05/02/2019WRM00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 243 and 244 together.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs including Autism, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health 
Service Executive (HSE). This includes the establishment of special class and special school 
placements in various geographical areas where there is an identified need.
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Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,459 
across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

There are currently 246 special classes attached to mainstream schools in Cork City and 
County. Of these, 28 are ASD early intervention classes, 119 are primary ASD classes and 54 
are post primary ASD classes.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available by 
county on the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie     

From time to time, the NCSE identifies local areas where additional special class provision 
is required. In those circumstances, SENOs work with the schools and families concerned to 
resolve the issues involved. 

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 will assist in addressing this issue where 
the NCSE is of the opinion that there is insufficient education provision for children with spe-
cial educational needs in an area. 

Section 8 of the Act, which commenced on the 3rd of December 2018, provides the Minis-
ter with a power, after a process of consultation with the NCSE, the board of management and 
the patron of the school, to compel a school to make additional provision for the education of 
children with special educational needs.

Special Classes can be established within a schools existing accommodation. In such cir-
cumstances the school can apply to the Department for capital funding to re-configure existing 
spaces within the school building to accommodate the class and-or to construct additional ac-
commodation for special needs purposes should the school’s existing accommodation not be 
capable of hosting special classes.  

In the case of all new schools, it is general practice to include a Special Education Needs 
Base (SEN Base) in the accommodation brief for new school buildings, unless local circum-
stances indicate that it will not be required. Typically, a two classroom SEN Base is provided 
in new primary schools and a two or four classroom SEN Base is provided in new post primary 
schools.

All school capital projects that have been approved by my Department under the Additional 
Accommodation Scheme, including special needs accommodation, may be viewed on my De-
partment’s website, www.education.ie and this is updated regularly.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a particular area I have arranged for the question to be 
forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

My Department will continue to support the NCSE in opening ASD special classes in areas 
where there is an identified need.

05/02/2019WRM00700Schools Establishment

05/02/2019WRM00800245. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether land at a location (details supplied) could be purchased for the construction of new 
schools in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5452/19]

05/02/2019WRM00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In April 2018, the Govern-
ment announced plans for the establishment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 
to 2022). This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my 
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Department into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and 
the 4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the neces-
sary infrastructure.

 The requirement for new schools including the area referred to by the Deputy will be kept 
under on-going review and in particular will have regard for the increased rollout of housing 
provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040.

05/02/2019WRM01000Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2019WRM01100246. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
new school (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if the land acquisition is being completed. 
[5517/19]

05/02/2019WRM01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
legal representatives for both parties are working together with a view to concluding the con-
veyancing for the site to which he refers. All parties continue to work to ensure that the ac-
quisition concludes at the earliest possible date and it is not anticipated that the completion of 
conveyancing will impact upon the timelines for delivery of the building project.

05/02/2019WRM01300Special Educational Needs

05/02/2019WRM01400247. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the actions he has 
taken to address the concerns of teacher unions in relation to the implementation of individual 
education plans; if he has met trades unions or communicated with them; and if so, the dates of 
correspondence or communications. [5530/19]

05/02/2019WRM01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department received a letter from the Teachers Union of Ireland (TUI) dated 26th No-
vember, 2018, regarding implementation of Individual Education Planning in schools. 

My Department also received correspondence from the Association of Secondary Teachers 
Ireland (ASTI) dated 18th December, 2018, enclosing a copy of a communication which the 
ASTI had issued to schools in relation to provision for Individual Education Planning.

Officials from my Department wrote to both the TUI and the ASTI regarding this matter on 
20th December, 2018. 

In doing so, my Department noted the very significant increases in the number of special 
education teachers provided to schools since 2011.  

More than €1.75 billion, almost 19% of the overall spend in the sector, is dedicated to spe-
cial education.

The additional provision which has been made in recent years includes an increase of 37% 
in the number of special education teachers allocated to schools, from 9,9740 in 2011, to over 
13,300 at present.  

With the increase in the allocation of special education teaching in schools, my Department 
has also ensured there is provision for planning and co-ordination.  

DES Circular 0014/2017 notes that provision is made within the total allocation of special 
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education teachers to schools for planning and co-ordination activities to ensure the most effec-
tive  use of the special educational needs hours provided to schools, for children with special 
educational needs. 

In writing to the associations, my Department also noted that schools have a legal duty to 
provide an appropriate education to all students, including young people with special educa-
tional needs, and need to plan to ensure this happens.

Guidelines for schools on educational planning and monitoring of outcomes through the 
Student Support File, are contained in the Guidelines for Primary and Post primary Schools: 
Supporting Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools.

Planning is a normal part of a teacher’s work and planning tools, like the student support 
file, have been created as a resource to help schools provide for their students.

It is the view of the Department that planning for the provision of education in schools 
should include planning for the provision of additional teaching support for pupils in schools, 
for which coordination and planning time is acknowledged in the allocation.

This would represent a continuation of the good practice that is occurring in the majority of 
schools.

05/02/2019WRM01600School Management

05/02/2019WRM01700248. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school traffic 
warden will be appointed for adjoining schools (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5534/19]

05/02/2019WRM01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the provisions of the 
Education Act 1998 the Board of Management is the body charged with the direct governance 
of a school.

The appointment of a school traffic warden is a matter for the relevant Local Authority and 
the authorities of the school should contact the Local Authority concerned.

05/02/2019WRM01900School Enrolments Data

05/02/2019WRM02000249. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
section 29 appeals regarding admissions in September 2019 in respect of each school within an 
ETB (details supplied); and the number of decisions on admission which were overturned in 
each case. [5540/19]

05/02/2019WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under Section 29 of the Edu-
cation Act, 1998 in the case of a school which is established or maintained by an Education and 
Training Board (ETB), an appeal against a decision of the board of management of the school 
to refuse enrolment shall be made, in the first instance, to the relevant ETB and thereafter to the 
Secretary General of my Department. 

My Department does not hold data on the number of Section 29 appeals regarding admis-
sions in September 2019 made directly to the ETB referred to by the Deputy. However, my 
Department’s records indicate that as of 1 February 2019, my Department has received four 
appeals under section 29 against decisions by a school within the ETB in question to refuse 
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admission to a student in respect of the 2019/20 school year. 

Three of the appeals have recently been heard by independent Appeals Committees estab-
lished under Section 29 of the Act and the determinations of the Appeals Committee will issue 
shortly to the parents and the school concerned. The fourth appeal is scheduled to be heard and 
determined later this month.

05/02/2019WRM02200Schools Building Projects Status

05/02/2019WRM02300250. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
of a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5546/19]

05/02/2019WRM02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A building project for the 
school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s 6 year Construction Pro-
gramme for 2016-2021.  

A project brief has been finalised and the project will be delivered via the ADAPT pro-
gramme.  The ADAPT programme uses a professional external Project Manager to coordinate 
and drive the respective design teams on each project. 

In this regard, a tender competition is in train to establish a Project Manager framework 
which is expected to be in place by early March. The formulation of tender documentation is 
underway and once the framework has been established a tender exercise will be carried out to 
appoint a Project Manager for all projects under the ADAPT programme, including this par-
ticular project.

All schools with projects on the ADAPT programme will be contacted shortly by my De-
partment to provide an update on the status of their respective project.

05/02/2019WRM02500School Accommodation

05/02/2019WRM02600251. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding applications by a school (details supplied). [5548/19]

05/02/2019WRM02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school referred to by the 
Deputy was approved a grant under my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme. The 
school subsequently sought additional funding to complete the project and this was approved.

The school has now submitted a further request for additional funding and have been re-
quested to submit supporting documentation. As soon as this information is received their ap-
plication will be considered and the school authority informed of the outcome.

In addition, my Department approved grant-aid to the school for works under my Depart-
ment’s Emergency Works Scheme. The project has been devolved to the Board of Management 
for delivery and my Department has now given approval to the school to commence the works 
in question.

05/02/2019WRM02800SOLAS Training and Education Programmes 

05/02/2019WRM02900252. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills if SOLAS 
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charges applicants to the construction skills certificate scheme who are in receipt of social 
welfare payments or who hold a medical card a fee to receive their QQI certification following 
successful completion of the training and assessment programme (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5567/19]

05/02/2019WRM03000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Participants undertaking a Construction Skills Certification Scheme (CSCS) programme are 
charged a participation fee by their Approved Training Organisation (ATO). The fee covers the 
cost of the training programme and also includes a charge for Quality and Qualifications Ireland 
(QQI) certification and for the administration of the CSCS Registration Card by SOLAS. 

SOLAS is undertaking an upgrade of their IT systems supporting the CSCS application pro-
cess and will enable a QQI certification fee waiver to be applied for at source.  This is expected 
to be available later in 2019.  In the meantime, any persons undertaking a CSCS training and 
assessment event that believe they are eligible to a waiver in respect of QQI certification fees 
are advised to directly apply to QQI for a certification fee refund. Further information regarding 
QQI certification fees and the waiver process can be found on the SOLAS website.

05/02/2019WRM03100SOLAS Training and Education Programmes 

05/02/2019WRM03200253. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason 
SOLAS requires Safe Pass, CSCS and QSCS card holders to be reassessed when they are re-
newing their respective cards within the allocated time periods in view of a High Court decision 
in 2017 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5568/19]

05/02/2019WRM03300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The High Court decision in 2017, which the Deputy refers to, relates  to the renewal of CSCS 
and QSCS cards only and made no reference to Safe Pass registration cards.  Since this deci-
sion SOLAS no longer requires applicants who wish to renew their CSCS and QSCS cards to 
complete reassessments or to provide statements of relevant experience.  Renewals for these 
CSCS and QSCS cards are now on the basis of the applicant completing a renewal application 
form, providing an up to date photograph and a renewal fee.

This judgement was challenged in relation to the Safe Pass registration card and SOLAS’ 
right to set terms for the renewal of these cards.  This matter was specifically clarified in the 
High Court in May 2017 which found that the order had no application in relation to the Safe 
Pass registration card.

Safe Pass is a broader programme of health and safety training that applies to all construc-
tion workers.  The Safe Pass Programme is continually developed in line with international best 
practice to ensure the content of the programme is current, fit for purpose and keeps abreast of 
changes in safety legislation, developing best practice in safe behaviour on site and the ever 
changing profile of the workforce and work environment in the construction industry.  A valid 
Safe Pass card can only be obtained upon successful completion of the Safe Pass Safety Aware-
ness training programme. It is a condition of renewal of the registration card that participants 
must update their safety awareness training every four years, which is fully supported by all 
partners within the construction sector.

05/02/2019WRM03400School Enrolments

05/02/2019WRM03500254. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps being 
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taken by his Department and the school age team to provide an adequate school place and sup-
ports for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5576/19]

05/02/2019WRM03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Enrolment in a school is a 
matter for each parent and the board of management of the school concerned.  My Department 
has no role either in making applications to schools or in making decisions on enrolment appli-
cations. In these matters, schools are required to adhere to the requirements of relevant legisla-
tion and the policies of my department.  

Enhanced pupil teacher and SNA ratios are provided to special schools to support them 
in dealing with pupils’ educational and care needs. Since 2012, special schools are staffed on 
the basis of their actual pupil profiles and the disability category of each pupil, as opposed to 
being based principally on school designation, in accordance with my Department’s Circular 
0042/2011.  

Where a special school has a query in relation to their allocation, they can discuss their con-
cerns, in the first instance, with the Special Education Needs Officer (SENO) who will provide 
the basis for, and background to, their class teacher allocation.  Where a special school is un-
happy with the SENO’s decision, the advice of the Senior SENO may be sought on the matter.

As the matter referred to by the Deputy relates to an individual child, I have arranged for the 
question to be forwarded to the NCSE for their attention and direct reply.

05/02/2019WRM03700Departmental Properties

05/02/2019WRM03800255. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made 
to date in releasing interest in a building (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5584/19]

05/02/2019WRM03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to confirm that 
the Minister’s interest has been released in the property to which the Deputy refers.

05/02/2019WRM04000International Education

05/02/2019WRM04100256. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
increase education links between Ireland and Egypt; the efforts being made in this regard; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5596/19]

05/02/2019WRM04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Government’s Interna-
tional Education Strategy, Irish Educated, Globally Connected was published in October 2016. 

As part of this strategy, my Department has been working with Enterprise Ireland, the edu-
cation sector and our Embassy Network to identify educational opportunities and develop links 
in targeted overseas education markets.

On the 4 December 2018, Enterprise Ireland engaged in a two-day trade mission to Egypt.  

Enterprise Ireland (under the Education in Ireland brand) used the opportunity of this trade 
mission to explore higher education opportunities for Ireland in Egypt, by engaging in discus-
sions on possible collaborations with Egyptian Universities, education agents and other stake-
holders. 
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It is likely that this exploratory work will lead to a more structured piece of research being 
conducted on the opportunities available for Ireland, in the Egyptian Higher Education market, 
and a familiarisation trip to Ireland by Egyptian education agents later this year.

05/02/2019WRM04300Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/02/2019WRM04400257. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grants or 
financial supports available for the family of a child (details supplied) that wish to help them 
achieve their potential; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5617/19]

05/02/2019WRM04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The policy of my Department 
is to ensure that all children, including children who are exceptionally able, can be provided 
with an education appropriate to their needs and significant resources are committed for this 
purpose.  

In 2018, almost €1.8 billion was invested in Special Education, nearly one fifth of the over-
all Education budget, and up 43% since 2011.

The Education Act, 1998 requires Boards of Management of each school to publish the pol-
icy of the school relating to participation by students with special educational needs, including 
students who are exceptionally able.  The measures schools take in this regard are required to be 
stated in the school plan.  It is the duty of the Board of Management to ensure that appropriate 
education services are made available to such students.  

Schools at both primary and second level use strategies such as curriculum differentiation, 
curriculum enrichment and acceleration to facilitate the development of pupils who are excep-
tionally able.  

The revised primary curriculum recognises the importance of developing the full potential 
of the child and caters for pupil diversity, including meeting the needs of exceptionally able 
pupils.  Syllabi and curricula for second-level schools have been designed in such a way to 
enable teachers cater for the wide range of pupil ability.  Content is outlined in the curricula at 
both levels and process is also heavily emphasised.  Enabling children to learn how to learn is 
stressed and facilitated.  The development of language skills, investigatory and problem-solv-
ing skills, higher-order thinking skills and working individually, and as a member of a group, 
are all encouraged at both levels. 

The use of information and communication technologies and the use of class and school 
libraries are of benefit for all pupils, and they have a special importance for pupils who are 
exceptionally able.

 The role of the Special Education Support Service (SESS) which is under the control of the 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is to enhance the quality of learning and teach-
ing in relation to special educational provision. The service co-ordinates, develops and delivers 
a range of professional development initiatives and support structures for school personnel 
working with students with special educational needs including children who are exceptionally 
able in mainstream primary and post-primary schools, special schools and special classes.

 The aim of the service, is to enhance the quality of teaching and learning, with particular 
reference to special educational provision. In this regard, the SESS aims to provide a quality 
service that is inclusive, promotes collaboration and co-operation and provides for equality of 
access.
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The SESS provides online support through it’s website which is available at: https://www.
sess.ie/, and through courses that appear on the Events Calendar which is available at:

https://www.sess.ie/professional-development/calendar/events-calendar

The SESS aims to provide direct support to schools and individual teachers in as flexible a 
way as possible. Support can be applied for through the SESS online application which can be 
accessed at: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO2VyPAZx5T_N0_6AFaeASyTLOrDjj-
Mv621OWpCFBduU4XQ/viewform

Professional groups or individual teachers can identify their own professional development 
needs in relation to the teaching of students with special educational needs and apply accord-
ingly. The SESS may be in a position to offer telephone advice, a school visit from a member 
of the team, or an in-service course for the staff.

 The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA), in collaboration with its 
counterparts in Northern Ireland, the Council for Curriculum Examination and Assessment 
(CCEA), produced guidelines entitled “Exceptionally Able Students – Draft Guidelines for 
Teachers” which issued to all Primary and Post Primary schools in November 2007.  The NCCA/
CCEA guidelines are designed to raise awareness of the social, emotional and academic needs 
of exceptionally able students and to assist teachers in planning their teaching and learning.  
The guidelines provide advice to schools on identification of gifted children, set out profiles of 
students, and whole school and classroom strategies and case studies which demonstrate how 
schools can best meet the needs of such students.  The general strategies include differentiated 
teaching, acceleration and enrichment approaches in the context of participation in mainstream 
schools.

A new model was introduced in 2017 for allocating special education teachers to primary 
and post primary schools is set out in Circular 0013/2017 which can be accessed at:

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0013_2017.pdf. 

This new model will give greater autonomy to schools to allocate resources to the pupils 
who most need these resources, regardless of their diagnosis.

No school will receive an allocation for the support of current pupils with complex needs 
which is less than the allocation they had received to support pupils with low incidence special 
educational needs in the preceding year. This means that schools can continue to support stu-
dents in line with their needs.

It is a matter for individual schools to use their professional judgment to identify pupils 
who will receive this support and to use the resources available to the school to intervene at 
the appropriate level with such pupils.  Schools should monitor and utilise their allocation of 
additional teaching support to best support the needs of identified pupils, in accordance with 
my Department’s guidance.  The teaching time afforded to each individual pupil is decided and 
managed by schools, taking into account each child’s individual learning needs.  

At present my Department has no plans to grant aid individual pupils attending DCU’s pro-
gramme for gifted/talented youths.

05/02/2019WRM04600School Curriculum
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05/02/2019WRM04700258. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if assurances 
will be provided to parents that it will not be mandatory for children to be present in class when 
proposed changes to the content of the RSE and SPHE come into effect; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5633/19]

05/02/2019WRM04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Cur-
riculum and Assessment (NCCA) is carrying out a review of Relationships and Sexuality Edu-
cation (RSE) in schools at the request of my Department. The review covers both the content of 
RSE curriculum and support materials, as well as the delivery of the curriculum to students. I 
expect to receive the report including recommendations from the NCCA this summer. 

The Deputy may be aware that Section 30(2)(e) of the Education Act 1998 states that the 
Minister ‘shall not require any student to attend instruction in any subject which is contrary to 
the conscience of the parent of the student or in the case of a student who has reached the age of 
18 years, the student’.  However, the provision of adequate and up to date RSE to young people 
in schools is vitally important. The RSE provided in schools, coupled with education provided 
at home by parents, is associated with the best outcomes for students.

05/02/2019WRM04900School Curriculum

05/02/2019WRM05000259. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
support measures to remove school ethos as a so-called barrier to the teaching of the RSE and 
SPHE curriculum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5634/19]

05/02/2019WRM05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Cur-
riculum and Assessment (NCCA) is carrying out a review of Relationships and Sexual Educa-
tion (RSE)) in schools at the request of my Department. The work covers both the content of 
RSE curriculum and support materials, as well as the delivery of the curriculum to students. 

The review is considering a number of areas, including consent, what it means and its im-
portance; developments in contraception; healthy, positive sexual expression and relationships; 
safe use of the internet; social media and its effects on relationships and self-esteem; and LG-
BTQ+ matters. 

The NCCA in undertaking its review will examine how the RSE curriculum is delivered 
in different school types. This will likely involve consideration of a range of RSE policies and 
how they impact on the manner in which the RSE curriculum is delivered in different schools. 

The NCCA has received submissions from key individuals and organisations who have 
responsibility for or who are working in this area. The NCCA has also held over 30 bi-lateral 
meetings with interested groups and individuals as part of its review .  Work is now commenc-
ing with approximately 20 primary and post-primary schools to gauge opinions and experiences 
of Relationships and Sexual Education and this aspect of the review will help to inform recom-
mendations in relation to curriculum gaps, implementation barriers and enablers and support 
needs.  I expect to receive the report from the NCCA before the summer.

05/02/2019WRM05200Special Educational Needs Service Provision

05/02/2019WRM05300260. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a sensory 
room for children with special needs in a school (details supplied) will be provided. [5635/19]

05/02/2019WRM05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A building project for the 
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school referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s 6 year Construction Pro-
gramme.  

A project brief has been prepared and includes an extension of 6 additional classrooms, split 
into 2 classes for Mild General Learning Disability, 2 classes for Moderate General Learning 
Disability and 2 classes for ASD. The total area of this extension is approx. 1,066m2. The scope 
of the brief includes for refurbishment of the existing buildings subject to verification by the 
Design Team on appointment.     

Special Schools can require a very high level of design development and interaction be-
tween the Design Team and the client to ensure functionality and building design meets the 
school needs. It is open to the school to request their Design Team to incorporate a sensory 
room within their project brief.        

This project will be delivered via the ADAPT programme which uses a professional exter-
nal Project Manager to coordinate and drive the respective design teams on each project. 

In this regard, a tender competition is in train to establish a Project Manager framework 
which is expected to be in place by early March. The formulation of tender documentation is 
underway and once the framework has been established a tender exercise will be carried out to 
appoint a Project Manager for this particular project.

All schools with projects on the ADAPT programme will be contacted shortly by my De-
partment to provide an update on the status of their respective project. I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that my Department is committed to providing a new school building for the school in 
question.

05/02/2019WRN00200Schools Refurbishment

05/02/2019WRN00300261. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the refurbishment of a school (details supplied). [5636/19]

05/02/2019WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department is in negotiations to purchase the building currently occupied by the school 
in question. In order for my Department to undertake refurbishment of the building, ownership 
will need to have transferred to my Department. My Department will be in contact with the 
school authority on the matter.

05/02/2019WRN00500Education and Training Boards

05/02/2019WRN00600262. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 911 of 3 November 2018, the usage to be made of the vacant site at 
Gaol Road, Kilkenny, once occupied by a school (details supplied); the length of time the site 
has been vacant; the reason therefore; if the site can be leased to an organisation that wishes to 
provide training courses for volunteers at a central location; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5644/19]

05/02/2019WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the building in question is being used by Ormonde College of Further Education for the 
provision Post Leaving Courses since September 2018.

However, it is open to the organisation referred to by the Deputy to contact Kilkenny and 
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Carlow Education and Training Board with a view to having access to the building outside of 
college time.

05/02/2019WRN00800Teachers’ Remuneration

05/02/2019WRN00900263. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason lower 
paid teachers, qualified post-2012 and working in a non-casual substitute position that do not 
get paid for holidays and so on, had incorrect tax deductions made to their salaries before 
Christmas 2018 and despite protestations, his Department has failed to rectify the position (de-
tails supplied); the steps he will take to refund all moneys due to these teachers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5700/19]

05/02/2019WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Revenue Commissioners 
introduced real time PAYE on the 1st January 2019, which was the biggest change to the PAYE 
system since the 1960s.  The first payroll of 2019 paid by the Department was on the 3rd Janu-
ary 2019 for post primary teachers and substitute teachers and on the 10th January for primary, 
non-teaching staff and retirees.  

Schools input records of employment through the On Line Claims System for substitute 
teachers and the details of each period of employment transfers to the Department where the 
appropriate rates of pay are applied, statutory deductions are calculated and the payment issues 
in the regular payroll run for the sector. 

In the first payrolls of the New Year, the payroll files that transferred to Revenue inadver-
tently included an end date for substitute staff which informed Revenue that these staff would 
not be paid under this employer number in the future.  This notification caused Revenue to im-
mediately reduce the tax credits and cut of points to zero for this cohort of staff which meant 
that when they were next paid, there were no tax credits available to be applied to the salary if 
the same people were paid in the second payroll issue.  

The payroll software has been amended to prevent an end date transferring to Revenue for 
future payments which means substitute teachers paid for the first time in 2019 on payrolls after 
the 17th January will not have problems with tax credits.  However this did not correct the is-
sues that arose for the staff who were paid already.

A solution is being tested at present in consultation with Revenue. It is expected that this 
solution will be successful and all primary substitute teachers and substitute non teaching staff 
will have the correct tax deducted on the next pay day of 21st   February.

Work is ongoing in relation to the post primary payroll and it is anticipated that some adjust-
ments will be processed for the payroll issue of the 14th February and further adjustments will 
be processed for the next pay issue of the 28th February.

05/02/2019WRN01100Seirbhísí Uisce

05/02/2019WRN01200264. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den  Aire Oideachais agus Scileanna an raibh 
aon chomhráití aige leis an Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil maidir le na scéime-
anna coireála eisiltigh atá ag Údarás na Gaeltachta a aistriú chuig Uise Éireann le go bhfeadfaí 
na córais seo a úsáid le aghaidh an pobail i gcoitinne; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. 
[5755/19]

05/02/2019WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Leis an Aire Cultúir, Oidhreach-
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ta agus Gaeltachta a bhaineann an t-ábhar seo. Tuigim gur chuir an Teachta an cheist chéanna 
ar an Aire sin agus go gcuirfear freagra ar fáil an tseachtain seo.

05/02/2019WRN01400Citizenship Status

05/02/2019WRN01500265. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to change 
the process by which British citizens who are married to Irish citizens and living and working 
here for a number of years have to go through the full citizenship process in order to obtain an 
Irish passport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5063/19]

05/02/2019WRN01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The granting of Irish citi-
zenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citi-
zenship Act 1956, as amended. All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are processed 
and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  

There is specific provision made in the Act in relation to persons resident on the island of 
Ireland.  Section 15A provides that, where the application is based on being the spouse or civil 
partner of an Irish citizen the requirements include that the couple are married or civil partners 
to each other for a period of at least 3 years and are living together and, immediately before the 
date of application, have a period of one year’s continuous residence in the island of Ireland 
and, during the preceding four years, have a further period amounting to 2 years (i.e. 3 years in 
total). 

It is also open to an applicant generally to apply under Section 16(a) of the 1956 Act where 
the applicant is of Irish descent or has Irish association. In such cases the Minister may in his 
absolute discretion waive the conditions for naturalisation set out under Section 15 of the Act, 
including residency. The onus is on the applicant to provide evidence of Irish descent or Irish 
association to the Minister for consideration.

There are no plans at this time to revisit the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as 
amended.

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, along with the relevant applica-
tion forms and guidance notes, is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie  .   

05/02/2019WRN01700Child Custody and Access

05/02/2019WRN01800266. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if progress is 
being made to ensure that fathers have equal rights when applying for custody and access to 
their children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4955/19]

05/02/2019WRN01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Irish family law places 
an emphasis on recognising the rights of a child to the society of both his or her parents.  Very 
significant modernisation of the law in this area was brought about in 2015 with the enactment 
of the Children and Family Relationships 2015, which amended extensively the Guardianship 
of Infants Act 1964.  

The reforms in family law provided for in that Act recognise the crucial role of parents and 
the need for a child to maintain meaningful relationships with both parents. 

Married parents of a child are automatically joint guardians and have joint custody of their 
children. Where married parents separate or divorce, they can decide between themselves on 
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custody arrangements for their children or apply to the courts to decide on the matter. 

The Deputy will be aware that Article 42A.4 of the Constitution requires that provision be 
made by law that in the resolution of all proceedings concerning the guardianship or custody of, 
or access to, any child, the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration.  Sec-
tion 3 of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964 provides that the best interests of the child shall 
be the paramount consideration for the court in any proceedings where guardianship, custody 
or upbringing of, or access to, a child is in question.  Section 31 of the 1964 Act sets out a wide 
range of factors that the court is required to take into account when determining the best inter-
ests of the child in such proceedings.  These factors include the benefit to the child of having a 
meaningful relationship with each of his or her parents.  The courts shall have regard to all of 
these factors or circumstances that it regards as being relevant to the child concerned and his or 
her family and make its decision accordingly. 

Section 11 of the Guardianship of Infants Act 1964 provides that either parent of a child, 
whether or not he or she is also a guardian of the child, may apply to court for a direction re-
garding the custody of a child or the right of access to the child.  Section 11D of the 1964 Act 
obliges the court in proceedings under section 11 to consider whether the child’s best interests 
would be served by maintaining personal relations and direct contact with each of his or her 
parents on a regular basis. 

Section 25 of the 1964 Act also requires the court, as it thinks appropriate and practicable, to 
take into account the child’s wishes in guardianship, custody and access matters, having regard 
to the age and understanding of the child.  

Section 12A of the 1964 Act provides that in making any order under the Act, the court may 
impose such conditions as it considers to be necessary in the best interests of the child.  

The Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 made provision to assist parents who need 
to return to court because the other parent has breached a court order in relation to custody of, or 
access to, a child. Section 56 of the 2015 Act inserted a new section 18A into the Guardianship 
of Infants Act 1964.  This provides that where a parent or guardian of a child has been granted 
custody of or access to the child under the 1964 Act, but he or she has been unreasonably de-
nied such custody or access by another guardian or parent, that person may apply to court for 
an enforcement order.  

I have no role in the making of court orders in relation to guardianship, custody and access 
to children. This is a matter for the courts, which are, subject to the Constitution and the law, 
independent in the performance of their functions. 

While there are no plans at present for further amendment of the Guardianship of Infants 
Act 1964 in relation to custody and access, the operation of the law in this area is kept under 
ongoing review by my Department.

I aim to publish proposals early in 2019 for a new approach to handling family law cases 
in Ireland at District, Circuit and High Court levels. This will be done by legislation to create 
a new dedicated Family Court within the Circuit and District Courts which will sit with dedi-
cated Family Court judges and deal only with family law business. These courts will have new 
procedures aimed at less adversarial resolution of disputes, and facilities and case management 
aimed at helping litigants and seeking to resolve issues between the parties short of having to 
bring them before the courts.

05/02/2019WRN02000Closed-Circuit Television Systems
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05/02/2019WRN02100267. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if applications 
are open for the community-based CCTV scheme; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [4962/19]

05/02/2019WRN02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Programme for a 
Partnership Government commits to supporting investment in CCTV systems. In furtherance of 
this commitment, a grant-aid scheme to assist groups in the establishment of community-based 
CCTV systems in their local areas is being administered by my Department.  In total, funding of 
€1 million is available each year for three years.  Eligible groups, including community groups 
and local authorities, can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed 
CCTV system, up to a maximum total of €40,000.

There have to date been 28 applications to the scheme and 20 applications have been ap-
proved, involving grants totalling more than €500,000.  

I can confirm that the scheme remains open for applications from interested groups in 2019.

I am keen to ensure that all interested groups, in both rural and urban areas, have the op-
portunity to take advantage of the availability of this grant aid scheme. If the Deputy is aware 
of groups wishing to avail of the scheme, details of the grant aid package are available to down-
load from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie and support and guidance is available to 
help interested groups to apply for this funding through a dedicated email address   communi-
tycctv@justice.ie  

More generally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that all community CCTV schemes are 
governed by Community CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005 and the Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI No 289 of 2006). This legal framework 
requires that any proposed community CCTV scheme must: 

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner, and 

- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data controller.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded 
and the Deputy will appreciate that as such, these statutory requirements must be met by ap-
plicants for funding from my Department. 

I would encourage any groups interested in the scheme to examine the details available on 
my Department’s website and to make contact with my officials, via the email address detailed 
above, if they require further assistance. 

05/02/2019WRN02300Legislative Reviews

05/02/2019WRN02400268. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a review of the 
Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 will be carried out in view of recent statistics on ar-
rests for prostitution offences (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5030/19]

05/02/2019WRN02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Part 4 of the Criminal 
Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 provides for two new offences of paying for sexual activity 
with a prostitute and paying for sexual activity with a trafficked person. The Act also removes 
those who offer their services as a prostitute from the existing offences of soliciting for the 



Questions - Written Answers

112

purpose of prostitution. 

Part 4 of the Act specifies that, not later than 3 years after its commencement, a Report will 
be prepared on the number of arrests and convictions in respect of the new offences, as well as 
an assessment of the impact on those who provide sexual services for payment. I am expecting 
that this review will be published in March 2020.

Inputs to this report will come from a number of sources. Firstly, the monitoring of investi-
gations, arrests and convictions by the Garda National Protective Services Bureau. Additional 
information will be provided by the HSE’s Women’s Health Service and by civil society or-
ganisations working in this field. Furthermore, this year my Department is funding a number of 
research projects that will measure the impact of the new legislation on the welfare of women 
engaged in prostitution, the outcomes of which will also inform the Report.

Regarding the second part of the Deputy’s question on statistics relating to arrests for pros-
titution offences, I have requested information from An Garda Síochána, and will be in further 
contact with the Deputy when this is received.

05/02/2019WRN02600Public Inquiries

05/02/2019WRN02700269. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress with 
regard to establishing a public inquiry into the death of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5062/19]

05/02/2019WRN02800279. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the action he 
has taken to establish a public enquiry into an incident as passed by a vote in Dáil Éireann on 
14 June 2018; the reason for the delay in giving effect to this decision; if he has received ad-
vice from the Attorney General in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5293/19]

05/02/2019WRN02900280. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to media reports (details supplied); if he will direct An Garda Síochána to provide 
an explanation on the discrepancies as reported; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5294/19]

05/02/2019WRN03000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 269, 279 and 280 together.

The Deputy will recall that last June the Dáil passed a motion calling for a public inqui-
ry into the circumstances surrounding the fatal road incident in which a young man, Shane 
O’Farrell, tragically lost his life.  

Since the passing of the Dáil motion I have been considering how best to give effect to the 
wishes of the House.  I have consulted with the Attorney General.  As I have previously em-
phasised, this Government has long been committed to considering what further steps could 
be taken with regard to this case once the ongoing investigations into the matter by the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission were completed. 

I have now been informed by GSOC that their disciplinary investigation is complete and 
that they have provided a copy of the report to the Garda Commissioner for follow up and 
written to the O’Farrell family with regard to their findings.   I met with the O’Farrell family 
today to outline how I intend to take the matter forward.  A District Court Judge, Gerard Haugh-
ton, is being appointed to conduct a scoping exercise into the circumstances leading to Shane 
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O’Farrell’s tragic death.  

 I also took the opportunity to once again express my sincere condolences to Mrs. O’Farrell 
and her family for their tragic loss and I have assured them   that Judge Haughton will meet 
with them in early course and that he is entirely free to recommend any course of action to me 
which he considers appropriate. 

The judge has been asked to submit an interim report within 8 weeks, as part of which he 
will indicate the expected timeframe for completion of the scoping exercise. The terms of refer-
ence will be published on my Department’s website today.

05/02/2019WRN03100Garda Powers

05/02/2019WRN03200270. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the role of An 
Garda Síochána in the supervision of a service (details supplied) in view of recent online posts 
in which instruction was given to users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5070/19]

05/02/2019WRN03300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am aware of the issue 
referred to in the Deputy’s question and of the reported comments of the Garda authorities. 

Section 26 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 provides that the Commissioner is responsible 
for the direction and control of the Garda Síochána.  This issue is clearly an operational matter 
for An Garda Síochána and I have no role in that regard.

For clarification purposes, however, I can advise the House that An Garda Síochána have 
informed me that they have no role or function in the supervision of Twitter or other forms of 
social media, or in enforcing the data protection responsibilities of organisations or individuals.  
That is a matter for the Data Protection Commissioner.

I am informed that in the case of Cycle Cam footage posted on Twitter in this instance, the 
objective of An Garda Síochána was to advise individuals of their responsibilities in circum-
stances where another person’s personal data is involved.  It should be noted that the public 
were requested not to post or link such videos to Garda social media accounts.  I am informed 
that various options for reporting crime are outlined on the Garda website and if cyclists feel 
that they have evidence of the commission of an offence they can do so using the appropriate 
methods.

05/02/2019WRN03400Proposed Legislation

05/02/2019WRN03500271. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if legisla-
tion will be introduced to provide for domestic homicide reviews as has been introduced in the 
UK under section 9 of the Domestic Violence, Crimes and Victims Act 2004. [5090/19]

05/02/2019WRN03600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been advised by 
the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána that the Garda National Protective Services Bureau 
(GNPSB) has introduced a process whereby specific homicide incidents, which are believed to 
have involved domestic violence, are the subject of review. The purpose of each review is to es-
tablish lessons which can be learned from examining the circumstances of an incident, in order 
to inform the updating of current Garda Síochána policy on domestic violence. 

While there are no plans to amend the law at this time, the matter is being kept under review, 
including assessing the UK experience, as referred to by the Deputy.
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05/02/2019WRN03700Crime Prevention

05/02/2019WRN03800272. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Justice and Equality 
his plans make the text alert facility free of charge; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [5140/19]

05/02/2019WRN03900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Garda Text Alert Scheme, which was developed with the support of Muintir na Tíre, 
Neighbourhood Watch and the Irish Farmers Association, was introduced in September 2013. 
The scheme provides an effective means for Gardaí to distribute local crime prevention infor-
mation and advice.  I understand that approximately 200,000 text messages are sent under the 
scheme each month.

I am advised that the yearly costs typically incurred by Text Alert groups include affiliation 
fees with a Text Alert service provider, the cost of issuing text messages to each member of the 
community who is signed up to receive text alerts as part of their local scheme and some insur-
ance costs.  

My Department provides annual funding to Muintir na Tíre in relation to the employment 
and associated costs of the national Community Alert programme, including the employment 
of three regional Development Officers. These Development Officers provide support to Com-
munity and Text Alert schemes and offer advice on how to establish new schemes. Funding is 
also provided to offset the costs incurred by community groups including the cost of issuing the 
text messages under the Text Alert Rebate Scheme.  

Funding of up to €150,000 was made available by my Department for local communities to-
wards the cost of running the scheme in each of the years 2017 and 2018.  A total of 441 groups 
received a rebate on the basis of vouched costs.  Where documentation was not available but a 
group had been active during the year, a nominal rebate was offered and the group was encour-
aged to retain all receipts and documentation relating to monies spent on the local Text Alert 
scheme in the subsequent year, in order to claim a full amount.  At present, there are no plans to 
change the methodology of how the scheme is funded, but the administration of the scheme is 
reviewed by my Department on an ongoing basis. 

The Garda authorities indicate that Text Alert is an effective crime prevention initiative. The 
financial support is in keeping with a commitment in the Programme for Government and is a 
tangible recognition of the considerable voluntary effort which goes into Text Alert and similar 
community-based schemes.  

In addition, I should also mention that, for many years, my Department has supported com-
munity crime prevention by providing funding for the Community Alert programme, which is 
operated by Muintir na Tíre in partnership with the Garda authorities. 

05/02/2019WRN04000Spent Convictions

05/02/2019WRN04100273. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if each person that 
has a spent conviction under the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) 
Act 2016, has had their record dealt with electronically in such a way as to ensure that systems 
such as PULSE do not militate against them. [5155/19]

05/02/2019WRN04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Criminal Justice 
(Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Act 2016 provides that a person is not obliged to 
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disclose certain convictions which are over 7 years old, subject to specified limitations. In ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Act, the following convictions are now spent:

1) All convictions in the District Court for motoring offences which are more than 7 years 
old subject to the proviso that spent convictions for dangerous driving are limited to a single 
conviction.

2) All convictions in the District Court for minor public order offences which are more than 
7 years old.

3) In addition, where a person has one, and only one, conviction (other than a motoring or 
public order offence) which resulted in a term of imprisonment of less than 12 months (or a 
fine), that conviction is spent after 7 years. This provision applies to either a District Court or 
Circuit Court conviction.

Sexual offences or convictions in the Central Criminal Court are not eligible to become 
spent convictions.

The Act also made a series of amendments to the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 in respect of the arrangements for the disclosure or otherwise of 
past convictions in the context of the vetting process. These provisions are applied by the Na-
tional Vetting Bureau in the context of processing vetting applications.

The fact that a conviction may be a spent conviction does not mean it ceases to be part of the 
person’s criminal record; however a person will not be penalised in law or incur any liability for 
failing to disclose a spent conviction. 

There is no formal procedure to be gone through to have a conviction declared spent. If the 
conviction is eligible to be spent, it becomes spent once seven years has passed from the date 
of conviction.  

While a person would not be penalised for failing to disclose a conviction that is spent, dis-
closure is required in certain circumstances including for example for specified work, such as 
with An Garda Síochána, the Defence Forces, or applying for a public service vehicle, private 
security, taxi or firearm licence.  

It is also the case that section 7 of the 2016 Act provides that a court may admit or require 
evidence regarding a spent conviction in certain circumstances and subject to any necessary  
restrictions with regard to publication of that evidence. 

Arising from the above,  An Garda Síochána is not required to expunge the details of such 
offences from PULSE.  The Deputy will appreciate that the day-to-day operation of the PULSE 
system is a matter for An Garda Síochána.

05/02/2019WRN04300Naturalisation Certificates

05/02/2019WRN04400274. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the fees for 
pensioners seeking citizenship will be reduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5202/19]

05/02/2019WRN04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The fees to be paid by an 
applicant for a certificate of naturalisation are governed by the provisions of the Irish National-
ity and Citizenship Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 569 of 2011).  
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The application fee, stipulated at €175, is payable on application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation and a certification fee is payable on the issue of a certificate of naturalisation.  The 
standard certification fee is set at €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case of an 
application made on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made by a 
widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of recognised refugees 
and stateless persons the certification fee is nil. 

There is no provision in the Regulations for the discretionary waiver or reduction of fees, or 
for differing fees to apply to different nationalities, duration of residency or age.  The current 
rate of fees are comparable with other jurisdictions.

The standard fees payable by an applicant are designed to reflect the effort and cost involved 
in processing applications for a certificate of naturalisation.  The Deputy will be aware that 
formal citizenship ceremonies have been introduced at no extra cost to applicants. These have 
been universally well received by participants as the ceremonies provide a sense of dignity and 
occasion that serves to underscore the importance to both the State and the applicant of the 
granting of Irish citizenship.

Any review of fees would have to consider other categories of applicants, such as EU na-
tionals, and the impact any changes would have on the level of fees for other applicants. 

05/02/2019WRN04600Wards of Court

05/02/2019WRN04700275. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if wards of 
court continue to benefit adequately from their status in the case of children or adults that have 
been made wards of court; the extent to which questions have been raised on this issue by fam-
ily members; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5209/19]

05/02/2019WRN04800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the High Court has jurisdiction in wards of court matters and management of the courts 
is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions un-
der the Courts Service Act 1998.

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has advised that there are two categories of ward of court, adult and minor. An 
adult might require the court’s protection because of mental incapacity. This covers the majority 
of persons taken into wardship. When considering whether or not a person over the age of 18 
years should be taken into wardship, the court must be satisfied that the person is, on the basis 
of the medical evidence available, mentally incapacitated and incapable of managing his or her 
affairs, and that it is necessary for the protection of his or her person or property that s/he be 
taken into Wardship. 

A minor (child under 18 years of age) might also require the court’s protection and there 
are a number of reasons why it might be necessary to take a young person into wardship. The 
most common reason is that the child has been awarded substantial damages by a Court and has 
special housing or care needs. Wardship is declared only where it is considered necessary for 
the protection and/or benefit of the relevant person. While the needs of each ward are different, 
all wards are under a legal disability and are therefore vulnerable persons. 

The Wards of Court Office, under the direction of President of the High Court, takes its 
responsibility to protect the person and property of every ward seriously. It ensures that the 
ward’s assets are protected and appropriately invested, approves expenditure on the ward’s 
behalf, deals with the ward’s committee or guardian (usually a family member) to ensure that 
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the ward’s personal needs are met, deals with proposals for sale, purchase or adaptation of ac-
commodation for the ward’s benefit, liaises with healthcare professionals and drafts proposals 
on the person and property of the ward for the President of the High Court.

The Courts Service has also advised that the committee or guardians are usually family 
members. In cases where there is no suitable relative who is prepared to act, or where there is 
disagreement among the ward’s relatives which cannot be resolved, or where a conflict of in-
terest arises, the court may appoint the General Solicitor for Minors and Wards of Court to act 
as an independent committee or guardian to ensure that the interests of the ward are protected. 

Furthermore, the Wards of Court Office appoints a case officer for each ward of court when 
the person is brought into wardship. The case officer meets with the committee or guardian 
appointed by the President of the High Court and will liaise with that committee or guardian 
throughout the wardship to ensure that the care and monetary needs of the ward are met. Case 
officers in the Wards of Court Office are all experienced Civil Servants of at least Assistant 
Principal level. If any concern is raised by the committee or guardian as to the property, affairs 
or welfare of the ward that is dealt with by the case officer in conjunction with the committee 
or guardian. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 was 
signed into law on 30 December 2015 and provides a modern statutory framework to support 
decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties. New administrative processes and support 
measures, including the setting up of the Decision Support Service within the Mental Health 
Commission (a body under the Department of Health), must be put in place before the substan-
tive provisions of the Act can be commenced. 

The Act provides for the repeal of the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871 and the Mar-
riage of Lunatics Act 1811. The current Wards of Court system for adults will be phased out 
over a three year period from the commencement of Part 6 of the Act. The Act offers a con-
tinuum of options to support people in maximising their decision-making capability. 

Each adult ward (a ward who has attained the age of 18 years by the date of commencement 
of Part 6 of the Act) will be reviewed in accordance with the new system. A ward who is found 
to have capacity will be discharged from wardship. A ward who continues to have capacity 
needs will be discharged from wardship and offered the support option most appropriate to his 
or her needs. 

05/02/2019WRN04900Residency Permits

05/02/2019WRN05000276. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for residency status in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5214/19]

05/02/2019WRN05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
requested permission to remain on 8 October 2018. It would appear, from a preliminary exami-
nation, that the person’s presence in the State is unlawful.  

The Deputy will appreciate that, under the relevant provisions of the Immigration Act, 2004, 
a non-national may not be in the State other than within the terms of a permission from the 
Minister for Justice and Equality.  

In that regard the individual’s circumstances are currently under consideration by INIS and 
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it is expected that a decision will issue by end of March, 2019.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

05/02/2019WRN05200Refugee Data

05/02/2019WRN05300277. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will provide 
details relating to the provision of accommodation in emergency reception orientation centres 
to persons arriving through the Irish refugee protection programme; the number of centres op-
erating; the location of each; the number of persons being accommodated in such centres; the 
length of time in months persons have been accommodated in tabular form; and the person or 
body that has oversight for the conditions in centres. [5237/19]

05/02/2019WRN05400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton) 
(Deputy David Stanton): Persons arriving in Ireland under the Irish Refugee Protection Pro-
gramme are initially accommodated in Emergency Reception and Accommodation Centres 
(EROCS). 

 Three EROCs are in operation.  These are:

- The Abbeyfield Hotel, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon

- The Clonea Strand Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford

- Mosney Accommodation Centre, Co. Meath

Information in relation to the numbers accommodated in such centres including the length 
of time these persons have been accommodated is currently being compiled and will be pro-
vided directly to the Deputy in the coming days. 

It should be noted that accommodating persons in EROCs is considered to be good prac-
tice as it allows for a period of acclimatisation, de-stressing and on-site processing.  It is also 
a process that is supported by the UNHCR as best practice.  The services provided in EROCs 
include education, the services of a General Practitioner, HSE medical screening and access to 
the services of the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

Oversight for the conditions in centres is the responsibility of the Irish Refugee Protection 
Programme within the Department of Justice and Equality. In addition to this, since April 2017, 
residents in accommodation centres can make complaints to the Ombudsman and the Ombuds-
man for Children in relation to the services and facilities provided in their accommodation 
centre.

05/02/2019WRN05500Employment Rights

05/02/2019WRN05600278. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to imple-
ment legislation that will outlaw in most instances contracts that stipulate a person has to retire 
at 65 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5283/19]
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05/02/2019WRN05700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton) 
(Deputy David Stanton): The Minister for Justice and Equality’s role in relation to retire-
ment ages is limited to aspects covered by equality legislation.  Equality legislation provides 
that retirement ages are in line with the relevant EU Directive provision permitting differences 
of treatment on the grounds of age, if, within the context of national law, they are objectively  
and reasonably justified by a legitimate aim.  It is a matter for employers to comply with those 
requirements and to respond to any complaint made by any individual, who believes that he or 
she has suffered discrimination under one of the grounds contained in the Employment Equality 
Acts, to the Workplace Relations Commission.

The Minister has no responsibility for mandatory retirement ages applied by employers, 
either in the public or private sector.

  Questions Nos. 279 and 280 answered with Question No. 269.

05/02/2019WRO00400Road Safety

05/02/2019WRO00500281. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of road-
side drug tests taken since the introduction of this facility; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5338/19]

05/02/2019WRO00600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that I have no direct role in the operation of Mandatory Intoxicant Testing (MIT) check-
points, or the enforcement of road traffic legislation, which are operational matters for the 
Garda Commissioner. However, I have sought a report from An Garda Síochána in relation to 
the requested statistics.

I will contact the Deputy directly on receipt of said report. 

05/02/2019WRO00700Visa Applications

05/02/2019WRO00800282. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when consider-
ation of a visa application by a person (details supplied) will be completed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5418/19]

05/02/2019WRO00900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person referred to 
has not submitted a visa application.  

The application process requires the person to complete an application online, and to submit 
the application summary form and supporting documents to the appropriate Visa Office. Details 
are included on the application summary form. I understand the person concerned may have 
begun but not yet completed that process.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
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05/02/2019WRO01000Garda Youth Diversion Projects

05/02/2019WRO01100283. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
made further inquiries regarding the recent disturbing lacunae discovered in the recent Garda 
internal review into the diversion programme referrals whereby almost 8,000 offences were not 
further investigated in the period 2010 to 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[5429/19]

05/02/2019WRO01200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I share the Deputy’s concerns about the very serious issues outlined in the Garda Commis-
sioner’s Interim Report on youth crime cases from 2010 – 2017. In that period almost 160,000 
youth crime incidents were referred for consideration under the Garda Diversion Programme. 
Roughly one third of these incidents were deemed unsuitable for inclusion in the juvenile diver-
sion system, and it has emerged that almost 8,000 of these crimes were not properly pursued. 
This is a completely unacceptable situation that must be thoroughly addressed in the interest of 
victims and the proper administration of Justice, and for the future welfare of the children who 
committed the crimes.

In addition to the apology which was issued by the Garda Commissioner, the Gardaí have 
commenced a process to contact victims and have also provided a Helpline for anyone who 
might be affected by the failure to process these cases. Details of the Helpline are available on 
the Garda website. I am anxious that all relevant information must be made available to the 
victims, including the steps being taken to deal with the failures that have occurred.

A number of fundamental issues have been identified by the Garda examination, including 
inadequate ICT and supervision, a lack of training, and alleged failings by individual Gardaí.  

Concerns about similar gaps have surfaced previously on different issues and, as the Deputy 
is aware, last month the Government published the Implementation Plan which will give effect 
to the report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland.  This plan is aimed at ad-
dressing - in a systematic way - all of the failings identified.   

The Government is committed to the implementation of the Commission’s report and a pro-
gramme office has been established in the Department of An Taoiseach to oversee and report 
on progress.

In addition, the Policing Authority will continue to follow up with an on-going examination 
of these specific youth justice-related matters to ensure the effectiveness of the remedial actions 
which the Commissioner has set in train. 

As I have mentioned, the issue related to Garda oversight of cases deemed too serious for 
diversion, and not to the Garda Diversion Programme or to the community-based Garda Youth 
Diversion Projects which support the Diversion Programme. I am assured that no negative im-
plications have been identified for these projects arising from this issue.

I can assure the Deputy that the Department will keep in very close touch with the Commis-
sioner, and the Policing Authority, to monitor progress.

In relation to the individual cases, the majority took place in the period from 2010-2015.  
Therefore, unfortunately, most of them will be statute-barred. However, senior Garda managers 
are looking at the more recent individual cases to determine whether any further action can be 
taken. 

The Commissioner has been very clear that alleged failings by individual Gardaí will be 
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fully investigated at Divisional level. The Deputy will appreciate that this is a matter for the 
Commissioner and his management team and any process of that kind has to be allowed to take 
its course and should not be pre-judged.  

05/02/2019WRO01300Garda Youth Diversion Projects

05/02/2019WRO01400284. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
requested from An Garda Síochána a further report on the findings of the recent Garda internal 
review into diversion programme referrals as to whether similar gaps exist for the investigation 
and prosecution of crimes by adult offenders since 2010; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5430/19]

05/02/2019WRO01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I have stated previ-
ously, there are very serious issues to be addressed arising from the Garda Commissioner’s 
Interim Report on the handling of youth crime cases. 

They will be addressed through implementation of the recommendations contained in the 
Report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland. I want to emphasise the Govern-
ment’s commitment to implementing that report, which provides a strategic framework to ad-
dress the full range of systemic, organisational and cultural deficits within An Garda Síochána. 

A High Level Implementation Plan was published in December, which was endorsed by 
every Minister and Government Department. This is an ambitious but realistic plan and the 
timescale is in line with the Commission’s own recommendations.  It is being overseen by an 
independently chaired Programme Office located in the Department of the Taoiseach, in recog-
nition of the multiplicity of agencies and Departments charged with implementing it.  

One point I want to emphasise again is that this issue should not cast any shadow on the 
value of the Garda Youth Diversion Programme itself. These issues relate to cases that were 
deemed unsuitable for the Garda Youth Diversion Programme. Therefore, no negative implica-
tions have been identified for the Diversion programme itself, which is very beneficial and has 
helped generations of young people take a path away from criminal activity.  Neither is it re-
garded as having implications for the community projects funded by my Department to support 
the diversion programme. We need to distinguish between the failings in relation to youth crime 
case management and the very valuable work of the Diversion programme.

I am of course aware that members of the Policing Authority asked if similar issues could 
arise in relation to prosecutions and case management for adult crime cases. The Commissioner 
has acknowledged that it would be necessary to examine that question further. Needless to say, 
I am concerned that we have assurance about the quality of Garda prosecution procedures and 
systems in relation to all crimes, not just youth crime.

The Policing Authority has indicated that it will assess whether there are any wider impli-
cations for Garda crime management and prosecution procedures which need to be addressed. 
The Authority is responsible for independent oversight of policing and is clearly the appropriate 
body to examine these matters in the first instance. 

My Department has already been in touch with the Authority and will maintain close contact 
to monitor developments to make sure we get a clearer overall picture of crime case manage-
ment and prosecution.

05/02/2019WRO01600Garda Resources
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05/02/2019WRO01700285. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget 
allocation to the Garda air support unit in each of the years 2016 to 2019, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5434/19]

05/02/2019WRO01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been unprec-
edented investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years, in support of the Government’s 
commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence throughout the country in order to 
maintain and strengthen community engagement and provide reassurance to citizens and deter 
crime.

An allocation of €1.76 billion has been provided by Government to An Garda Síochána for 
2019.  This represents an increase of over 6% over the initial allocation for 2018.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and 
controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána as well as for deci-
sions in relation to the allocation and management of Garda resources, in light of his identified 
operational demand. As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that expenditure for the Garda Air Support Unit from 
2016 to 2018 is outlined in the following table.

Year  Expenditure
 2016  €   3,054,524 
 2017  €  3,085,000 
 2018  €  3,714,276

Finally, I understand that expenditure for the Garda Air Support Unit amounted to €203,693 
in January 2019.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that it is envisaged the budget allo-
cated to the Garda Air Support Unit for 2019 will be in line with previous years.

05/02/2019WRO01900Garda Resources

05/02/2019WRO02000286. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the budget 
allocation to the Garda mounted unit in each of the years 2016 to 2019, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5435/19]

05/02/2019WRO02100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling generally the 
administration and business of An Garda Síochána as well as for decisions in relation to the al-
location and management of Garda equipment and resources, including the resources allocated 
from the Garda Vote to the Garda Mounted Unit. As Minister, I have no direct role in these 
matters. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the Garda Mounted Unit is based at Áras an 
Uachtarain, Phoenix Park, Dublin 8. The unit has a national remit under the direction and 
control of the Assistant Commissioner, Roads Policing and Major Event Management and the 
operational control of the Superintendent, Operational Support Services.   

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the total expenditure for the Garda Mounted 
Unit from 2016 to 2018 is outlined in the following table.
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Year  Expenditure
 2016  €   1,066,858
 2017  €   1,244,399 
 2018  €   1,209,902 

Finally, I understand that expenditure for the Garda Mounted Unit amounted to €111,362 
in January 2019.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that it is envisaged that the budget al-
located to the Garda Mounted Unit for 2019 will be in line with previous years.

05/02/2019WRO02200Garda Resources

05/02/2019WRO02300287. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the six 
additional protective services units scheduled for delivery by the end of quarter 4 2018 have 
been established in DMR south central, Waterford, Kerry, Kilkenny, Carlow, Limerick and Gal-
way Garda divisions; the status of the appointment or assignment of the full personnel comple-
ment for each unit, and the status of the completion of the necessary accommodation allocations 
and refurbishments and the full complement of office equipment in each unit. [5521/19]

05/02/2019WRO02400288. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the delivery 
schedule for the remaining divisional protective services units by division name and the date by 
which each unit is due to be delivered, in tabular form. [5522/19]

05/02/2019WRO02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 287 and 288 together.

The information requested by the Deputy cannot be provided in the time available. I have 
requested the information sought from the Garda Commissioner and I will write to the Deputy 
on receipt of same. 

05/02/2019WRO02700Visa Applications

05/02/2019WRO02800289. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
visa offices here and abroad, respectively; the number of staff employed in each; the cost and 
benefits of each office; the number of applications processed by each office in 2018; the training 
given to visa officers before and during their assignments; if all relevant documentation, legisla-
tion, guidelines and support is provided to each visa officer to ensure consistency and fairness 
both to the officers and the applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5572/19]

05/02/2019WRO02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there are currently seven 
overseas Visa Offices in addition to the Visa Office in Dublin.  They are located in Abuja, 
Beijing, London, Moscow, Ankara, Abu Dhabi and New Delhi. In addition, the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade process certain visa applications in Irish Embassies abroad under 
delegated sanction from my Department.    

The visa process has a crucial role to play in supporting economic activity in the State 
through facilitation of tourism from emerging markets, promotion of Ireland as a destination 
for international education, facilitating those coming here for business and work, etc.  As with 
all visa services worldwide, the central concern in deciding on visa applications is to strike an 
appropriate balance between protecting the country’s vital national interests by maintaining an 
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effective immigration regime while at the same time not placing unnecessary or unreasonable 
obstacles in the way of intending visitors.

There has been a significant increase in the number of visa applications with over 140,000 
entry visa applications received worldwide last year, up 12% on the previous year. This reflects 
the trend in recent years which shows that applications have risen some 40% since 2014 when 
just over 100,000 were received.  This trend is expected to continue in the coming years.   Not-
withstanding this increase, processing times have been maintained and in some cases improved 
on over the period.   

The Table outlines the number of personnel engaged and the number of visa applications 
processed or decided in 2018 (at distinct from applications received) at each location, includ-
ing applications processed under delegated sanction by the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade.  The volume of visas processed represents just one output metric, and is not reflective 
of complexity involved with particular applications with the most complex visa applications 
processed or transferred from abroad to Dublin for processing. 

I am advised that the total expenditure associated with the operation of the INIS Offices 
abroad in 2017 was some €3.67m, the latest year for which total expenditure is available.  The 
overall aim of the system is that it is self-financing.  

All Visa Officers are provided with training in the Dublin Office prior to posting abroad.  
Many of them are already experienced in visa matters and some will have served abroad previ-
ously.  While abroad, they continue to receive training with access to all support and advice 
necessary from the Dublin office, in order to carry out their duties.

More generally, staffing is kept under review and supplemented by the temporary re-assign-
ment of staff from within INIS when the arises, as well as overtime at peak periods.

Processing Offices Visa applications processed 
in 2018

Number of staff as at 
31/01/2019 (including lo-
cally recruited staff in INIS 
Visa Offices)

Dublin (including applica-
tions transferred from Of-
fices abroad)

14,529  29

Abu Dhabi 12,990  8
Abuja 5,754  7
Ankara 5,581  6
Beijing 15,560  13
London 8,878  5
Moscow 18,499  9
New   Delhi 22,476 15
Other Embassies/Missions 33,799  n/a
Total 138,066  92

05/02/2019WRO03000Garda Deployment

05/02/2019WRO03100290. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
assigned to each divisional drugs unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5587/19]

05/02/2019WRO03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
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the manner in which the resources of the Garda Síochána are deployed is solely a matter for the 
Garda Commissioner and his management team and I, as Minister, have no direct role in this 
regard. I am, however, informed by the Commissioner that the additional resources coming on 
stream has enabled him to assign resources to the  Specialist Bureaus that come within the am-
bit of Special Crime Operations which includes the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime 
Bureau.  This Bureau leads on the strategy for tackling drugs and works with Garda Divisional 
Drug Units nationwide in demand reduction and supply reduction at local level. 

An Garda Síochána remains resolute in its determination to act against those within society 
who pose a significant threat to the welfare and well-being of our citizens and the communities 
they serve. All Gardaí have a responsibility in the prevention and detection of criminal activity 
whether it be in the area of drug offences crime or otherwise.  A core focus of the work carried 
out by An Garda Síochána is aimed at tackling drugs and organised crime

Since the reopening of the Garda College in September 2014, just under 2,400 Garda re-
cruits have been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, including 800 in 2018.

The Government increased An Garda Síochána’s budget to €1.76 billion in 2019, which in-
cludes provision for the recruitment of up to 800 Gardaí.  The Commissioner has informed me 
that he plans to recruit a total of 600 trainee Gardaí in 2019 and, in addition, he intends to recruit 
a net 600 Garda Civilian Staff.  The Garda Staff recruitment will allow the Commissioner to 
redeploy a further 500 fully trained Gardaí from administrative duties to front-line policing in 
2019. 

The Government fully supports the Commissioner’s management decision which will en-
sure that increasing numbers of gardaí are available for front-line duties in the prevention and 
detection of criminal activity whether it be in the area of drug offences crime or otherwise in 
2019 and beyond.

Information in relation to Drugs Unit Personnel at the Divisional level, as provided by the 
Garda Commissioner, is set out in the following table.

Drugs Unit Personnel 31/12/2018

Division Total
D.M.R.S.C. 12
D.M.R.N.C 15
D.M.R.N. 19
D.M.R.E. 9
D.M.R.S. 16
D.M.R.W. 11
Waterford 6
Wexford 5
Kilkenny/Carlow 5
Tipperary 8
Cork City 18
Cork North 5
Cork West 4
Kerry 10
Limerick 12
Donegal 2
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Division Total
Cavan/Monaghan 4
Sligo/Leitrim 6
Louth 2
Clare 4
Mayo 5
Galway 9
Roscommon/Longford 3
Westmeath 6
Meath 6
Kildare 11
Laois/Offaly 5
Wicklow 4
Total 222

For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link below

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures  .

05/02/2019WRO03300Garda Transport Provision

05/02/2019WRO03400291. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason a 
Garda station (details supplied) has one Garda car; and if same will be reviewed in view of the 
fact that it is having a negative impact on tackling crime. [5646/19]

05/02/2019WRO03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been very sig-
nificant investment in Garda resources across the State in recent years.  In relation to Garda ve-
hicles, the Deputy will wish to be aware that €46 million has been provided by the Government 
for investment in the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has 
a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet allowing Gardaí to be mobile, visible and respon-
sive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  This is in addition to the 
investment of almost €30 million in the Garda fleet in the period 2013 to 2015.  I am pleased 
to confirm that a capital investment of €10 million is available to An Garda Síochána for the 
purchase of Garda vehicles in 2019.  

The Deputy will appreciate that it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for man-
aging and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána. This 
includes responsibility for the distribution of Garda funding and resources, including allocation 
of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no direct role in that 
matter.

The Deputy referred to the strength of the Garda Fleet in the Ballymun Garda District.   I am 
informed by the Garda authorities that there are 3 marked patrol cars, 1 marked patrol van and 
8 unmarked patrol cars allocated to Ballymun Garda District. 

I understand that those vehicles which are available for patrol duties in the Ballymun Garda 
District are further supplemented by other Divisional Units operating and deployed within the 
DMR North Division, including vehicles allocated to the DMR North Roads Policing Unit 
and the Divisional Burglary Response Unit, as well as patrols and duties performed within the 
DMR North Division by personnel from National Units such as the Garda National Drugs & 
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Organised Crime Bureau, the DMR Armed Support Unit and other Special Tactics and Opera-
tions Command Units (STOC).

Finally, I understand that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under con-
tinual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that their 
optimum use.

05/02/2019WRO03600Garda Data

05/02/2019WRO03700292. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 248 of 4 December 2018, the reason for the delay in providing the 
information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5747/19]

05/02/2019WRO03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for managing An Garda Síochána, and 
I, as Minister have no direct role in the matter. 

I understand that the information requested by the Deputy is not readily available and re-
quires the gathering and collation of information from each of the 28 Garda Divisions, which I 
am sure the Deputy will appreciate is an onerous task. 

I am advised that the information requested is currently being compiled by the Commis-
sioner and I will revert directly to the Deputy when it is to hand. 

05/02/2019WRO03900Employment Rights

05/02/2019WRO04000293. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if con-
sideration will be given to introducing an employment regulation order to introduce a minimum 
standard of pay and working conditions for seasonal workers in the agricultural sector; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [5009/19]

05/02/2019WRO04100Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): A Joint Labour Committee (JLC) is composed of equal numbers of representatives 
of employers and workers in an employment sector. The Committee meets under an indepen-
dent chairman and an Industrial Relations Officer of the Workplace Relations Commission to 
discuss and agree proposals for terms and conditions to apply to specified grades or categories 
of workers in the sector concerned.  If agreement is reached on terms and conditions, the JLC 
publishes the details and invites submissions from interested parties.  

An Employment Regulation Order is then drawn up by the JLC and adopted by the Labour 
Court. The ERO fixes minimum rates of pay and conditions of employment for workers in 
specified business sectors: employers in those sectors are then obliged to pay wage rates and 
provide conditions of employment not less favourable than those prescribed. 

The constitution and proceedings of JLCs is set out in the Fifth Schedule to the Industrial 
Relations Act, 1990.  My role as Minister is to give statutory effect to the Labour Court’s rec-
ommendation by means of a statutory instrument. 

05/02/2019WRO04200Brexit Preparations
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05/02/2019WRO04300294. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
particular contingency plans have been put in place in the event of food shortages as a conse-
quence of a no-deal Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5554/19]

05/02/2019WRO04400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
part of the whole of Government response to Brexit, I and my Department officials are working 
to support the grocery retail and distribution sector in its efforts to prepare for Brexit.

My Department has had ongoing engagement with the retail sector in relation to Brexit 
since 2016, principally through the Retail Consultation Forum (RCF) which I chair, and also 
bilaterally. 

Membership of the RCF includes retail associations such as Retail Ireland, Retail Excel-
lence, CSNA, RGDATA, other bodies such as ISME, SFA and Chambers Ireland, a number of 
retailers, the City and County Managers Association (CCMA), and a number of relevant Gov-
ernment Departments.

In addition, the retail sector engages regularly with my Department through the DBEI Enter-
prise Forum on Brexit and Global Challenges. This forum, which I chair as Minister, provides 
an opportunity for discussion of enterprise policy implications arising from Brexit and other 
Global Challenges, with a particular focus on capturing the views, concerns and suggestions 
of the enterprise sector. Three of the largest retail representative bodies - Retail Ireland, Retail 
Excellence and RGDATA are members of this Forum.

Separately, I have met with the major players in the grocery retail and distribution sector 
to better understand the contingency planning that is ongoing within that sector to provide for 
continued food supplies. 

My dialogue with major players through the Retail Consultation Forum and related industry 
roundtables indicates that major retailers/distributors are not anticipating any significant food 
supply shortage issues, in the context of ongoing contingency measures on the part of Govern-
ment and the preparations being made by the sector itself. 

My Department has put in place an extensive suite of supports for the enterprise sector, 
which can be availed of by the retail sector to address firm level issues and preparedness, in 
areas such as cashflow; working capital; advice on currency management/hedging; customs 
training etc. 

My continued dialogue with the retail and distribution sector reflects the importance that 
Government attaches to the sector and its recognition of the challenges that it faces, including 
in a no-deal Brexit scenario. I will continue to engage with the sector on preparatory actions.

05/02/2019WRO04500Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRO04600295. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if an assessment has been carried out of the food products which will be most affected in the 
event of a no-deal Brexit; if so, the food products that may no longer be available or will see a 
significant increase in price in a no-deal scenario; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [5556/19]

05/02/2019WRO04700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
part of the whole of Government response to Brexit, I and my Department officials are working 
to support the grocery retail and distribution sector in its efforts to prepare for Brexit.
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My Department has had ongoing engagement with the retail sector in relation to Brexit 
since 2016, principally through the Retail Consultation Forum (RCF) which I chair, and also 
bilaterally. 

Membership of the RCF includes retail associations such as Retail Ireland, Retail Excel-
lence, CSNA, RGDATA, other bodies such as ISME, SFA and Chambers Ireland, a number of 
retailers, the City and County Managers Association (CCMA), and a number of relevant Gov-
ernment Departments.

In addition, the retail sector engages regularly with DBEI through the DBEI Enterprise 
Forum on Brexit and Global Challenges. This forum, also chaired by the Minister, provides 
an opportunity for discussion of enterprise policy implications arising from Brexit and other 
Global Challenges, with a particular focus on capturing the views, concerns and suggestions 
of the enterprise sector. Three of the largest retail representative bodies - Retail Ireland, Retail 
Excellence and RGDATA are members of this Forum.

Separately, I have met with the major players in the grocery retail and distribution sector 
to better understand the contingency planning that is ongoing within that sector to provide for 
continued food supplies. 

My dialogue with major players through the Retail Consultation Forum and related industry 
roundtables indicates that major retailers/distributors are not anticipating any significant food 
supply shortage issues, in the context of ongoing contingency measures on the part of Govern-
ment and the preparations being made by the sector itself. 

My Department has put in place an extensive suite of supports for the enterprise sector, 
which can be availed of by the retail sector to address firm level issues and preparedness, in 
areas such as cashflow; working capital; advice on currency management/hedging; customs 
training etc. 

My continued dialogue with the retail and distribution sector reflects the importance that 
Government attaches to the sector and its recognition of the challenges that it faces, including 
in a no-deal Brexit scenario. I will continue to engage with the sector on preparatory actions and 
to provide information and appropriate assurances to consumers.

05/02/2019WRO04800Health and Safety

05/02/2019WRO04900296. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if a 
company (details supplied) has alerted the Health and Safety Authority to seven deficiencies in 
the safety procedures of the ESB; if the authority has directed the ESB to rectify the identified 
deficiencies; and the timescale for rectification outlined by the HSA to the ESB.  [5588/19]

05/02/2019WRO05000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
have been informed by the Health and Safety Authority that the Authority has acknowledged 
the concerns raised by a company in relation to practices at the ESB. The Authority has advised 
me that it has engaged extensively with both Parties on the matter and is satisfied with prog-
ress to-date. It will continue to engage with the Parties involved to ensure that all matters are 
adequately addressed.  

I would point out, however, that Authority has an independent Statutory role in relation to 
the investigation of complaints. I have no role in relation to such investigations nor in the recti-
fication of matters arising from complaints to the Health and Safety Authority. 
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05/02/2019WRP00200IDA Ireland Portfolio

05/02/2019WRP00300297. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
length of time the IDA site in Glenamaddy, County Galway has been vacant; the efforts being 
made to market it as a potential site of employment; the type of industries that might be best 
suited to locate there; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5037/19]

05/02/2019WRP00400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland currently has a site of 0.9 hectares in Glenamaddy that is being actively marketed to its 
clients through its network of offices in Ireland and overseas.  This is the remaining portion of 
land available following the sale of property there to a company in 1997.  

Overseas firms continue to perform well in Galway.  There are 81 IDA client companies in 
the County employing approximately 20,000 people, representing an  increase of almost 8% 
over last year. Since 2012, Galway has maintained a strong reputation as a successful home to 
firms from the MedTech, Pharmaceuticals and E-Commerce sectors.  Companies like Boston 
Scientific, Medtronic  and Shopify are all located there and continue to perform well. 

County Galway has also had a number of prominent announcements by IDA client compa-
nies in the last 12 months.  Last November, for example, Genesys announced the creation of 
200 new technology jobs over the next three years.  In September 2018, SOTI announced the 
creation of 150 jobs over the next three years as part of its phase one expansion into Ireland.

The IDA and its staff are working hard to secure further such investments for Galway.  With 
that goal in mind, they will continue to showcase sites like that in Glenamaddy to potential 
investors. 

 While progress has been made in helping to generating new investment in County Galway, 
the Government remains determined to attract more FDI to the County and the broader West re-
gion.  The work of the IDA is obviously key in that respect and the Agency’s staff will continue 
engaging with its clients, as well as the other enterprise agencies, to help create more jobs and 
economic opportunities.

05/02/2019WRP00500Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRP00600298. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if a change at EU level to state aid rules as a mitigation measure for Brexit has been requested; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5044/19]

05/02/2019WRP00700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
November 2017 the then Tánaiste met with Commissioner Vestager, the European Commis-
sioner for Competition who has responsibility for EU State aid policy to discuss, amongst other 
things, the impact of Brexit on Irish businesses.  An outcome from this meeting was the estab-
lishment of a Technical Working Group comprising representatives from DG Competition, the 
Department of Business, Enterprise & Innovation, Enterprise Ireland and the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  The objective of the Group is to scope and design schemes 
to support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with State Aid rules.  

Through the mechanism of the Technical Working Group Ireland has fully utilised the pro-
visions of the State aid framework to enable the investment by Enterprise Ireland of €74 million 
in Brexit impacted businesses in 2018.

On 24th January 2019, I met with Commissioner Vestager.  The focus of the meeting cen-
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tred around the severe challenges that Irish businesses, especially SMEs, will face when the 
UK leaves the European Union and the need for appropriate and timely State supports.  It was 
agreed that Irish officials will continue to work closely with the Commissioner’s team in ad-
dressing any State aid issues that may arise to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as the 
ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level implications become known.  The Commissioner 
emphasised that the Commission stands ready to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts 
of Brexit on Irish firms.

05/02/2019WRP00800Legislative Programme

05/02/2019WRP00900299. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if representations have been made to her concerning the commercial, business or industrial im-
pact of the Control of Economic Activity (Occupied Territories) Bill 2018; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [5065/19]

05/02/2019WRP01000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): No 
representations have been made to me concerning the commercial, business or industrial impact 
of the Control of Economic Activity (Occupied Territories) Bill 2018.

05/02/2019WRP01100Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

05/02/2019WRP01200300. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Inno-
vation if grant support is offered to businesses seeking to avail of three-phase power; if inves-
tigations have been carried out on establishing such a scheme; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [5107/19]

05/02/2019WRP01300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are the ‘first-stop-shop’ for advice and guidance, financial as-
sistance and other supports for starting or growing your own business. 

The LEOs offer direct grant aid to microenterprises (10 employees or fewer) in the manu-
facturing and internationally traded services sectors which, over time, have the potential to 
develop into strong export entities.  Subject to certain eligibility criteria, the LEOs can provide 
financial assistance within three main categories: Feasibility Grants (investigating the potential 
of a business idea); Priming Grants (to part-fund a start-up); and Business Development Grants 
for existing businesses that want to expand. It should be noted that the LEOs do not provide di-
rect grant-aid to areas such as retail, personal services, local professional services, construction/
local building services, as it may give rise to the displacement of existing businesses. 

The LEOs through their Priming and Business Expansion grants can support grantee expen-
diture associated with general overheads such as the installation costs for three-phase power.  It 
should be noted that the aim of these grants is to support the applicant business plan which may 
include installation costs for three-phase power. 

 It should be noted that matters relating to energy policy in Ireland are the responsibility for 
the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

05/02/2019WRP01400Regional Action Plan for Jobs

05/02/2019WRP01500301. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
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launch date and location of each refreshed regional action plan for jobs that will be launched in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5113/19]

05/02/2019WRP01600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
April 2018, I asked all the Regional Action Plan for Jobs Implementation Committees to start 
a process to refresh and refocus all Regional Plans to ensure their relevance and impact out to 
2020.

The refresh and refocus of the Plans will ensure that they remain effective and that they 
continue to deliver jobs across the country, in every region, and can be robust to address the 
challenges we face, including Brexit.

The outcomes of this refresh are nine new Regional Enterprise Plans that are focused on a 
smaller number of Strategic Objectives with time-bound actions to 2020.

The Strategic Objectives and actions in each Plan are set out alongside the Enterprise Agen-
cies’ (EI, IDA, LEOs) core activities.  So, the Plans add value to what the Agencies are doing 
on the ground, through collaborative actions.

As a ‘bottom-up’ initiative, the Plans complement national level policies and programmes 
emanating from the ‘top-down’ and there is strong alignment with Ireland’s national enterprise 
policy, Enterprise 2025 Renewed and the forthcoming Future Jobs Ireland  initiative. 

These are two-year focused plans which are ‘live’ documents so new initiatives can be taken 
on during their operation by the regional stakeholders working together.

I intend to launch the Plans at nine separate regional events over the coming weeks, in the 
following locations:

Region   Date   Venue   
Midlands 6th   February Mountmellick, Laois
Mid-East 7th February Naas, Kildare
West 11th February Galway City,   Galway
Dublin 13th February Dublin City,   Dublin
Mid-West 20th   February Lisheen, Tipperary
North-West 25th February Leitrim
North-East 25th February Cavan
South-West 1st March Skibbereen,   Cork
South-East 22nd March WIT, Waterford

05/02/2019WRP01700IDA Ireland Site Visits

05/02/2019WRP01800302. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number of IDA site visits by county in each quarter of 2018; the percentage of visits in each 
county as a percentage of the number of visits nationally in 2018, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [5115/19]

05/02/2019WRP01900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland hosted 607 site visits in 2018, with over 55% of these visits taking place in regional 
locations.  As I have said before, the IDA always does everything it can - whether through site 
visits or in direct engagement with potential clients - to encourage overseas firms to locate or 
expand in regional areas.  It is important to remember, however, that the final decision as to 
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where to invest rests solely with the company concerned. It is also the case that site visit activity 
does not necessarily reflect investment potential, as a significant proportion of all new foreign 
direct investment (FDI) comes from existing IDA clients already present in the country. 

That said, I want to emphasise that creating jobs in the regions remains a top priority for 
both the IDA and my Department.  The energy and resources we have invested into regional 
growth is, as the evidence illustrates, producing results.  In 2018, for example, the IDA deliv-
ered 113 regional investments with 56% of net new jobs created outside Dublin.  The last four 
years have seen 44,500 new FDI jobs created outside the capital. We will continue to do our 
utmost to encourage further such job growth across all parts of Ireland in the time ahead. 

The table below outlines the number of IDA site visits by county in each quarter of 2018 
and the percentage of visits in each county as a percentage of the number of visits nationally.

County Q1 2018 Q2 18 Q3 2018 Q4 2018 Full Year 
2018

% of Total 
site visits

Carlow 1 2 0 4 7 1.1%
Cavan 0 1 0 1 2 0.3%
Clare 4 3 2 4 13 2.1%
Cork 10 14 21 16 61 10%
Donegal 0 3 3 2 8 1.4%
Dublin 69 72 68 60 269 44.3%
Galway 10 20 12 12 54 8.8%
Kerry 0 5 3 2 10 1.6%
Kildare 4 0 1 3 8 1.3%
Kilkenny 0 2 1 2 5 0.8%
Laois 4 2 1 3 10 1.6%
Leitrim 2 3 0 1 6 1%
Limerick 8 7 10 10 35 5.8%
Longford 0 0 2 3 5 0.8%
Louth 6 6 3 5 20 3.3%
Mayo 2 2 3 3 10 1.6%
Meath 1 3 1 1 6 1%
Monaghan 0 1 0 2 3 0.5%
Offaly 0 1 3 1 5 0.8%
Roscom-
mon

0 1 1 1 3 0.5%

Sligo 5 3 4 3 15 2.5%
Tipperary 1 1 2 1 5 0.8%
Waterford 5 9 5 2 21 3.5%
Westmeath 3 9 6 4 22 3.6%
Wexford 0 1 2 0 3 0.5%
Wicklow 0 1 0 0 1 0.2%
Total 135 172 154 146 607

05/02/2019WRP02000IDA Ireland

05/02/2019WRP02100303. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
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number of IDA premises in Waterford city and county; the status of same; if they are occupied; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5343/19]

05/02/2019WRP02200304. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
reason Waterford lags far behind other cities on IDA job creation (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [5344/19]

05/02/2019WRP02300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 303 and 304 together.

My Department and its agencies continue to work towards ambitious targets to ensure that 
employment and investment are distributed as evenly as possible across the country.  Signifi-
cant progress is being made, with 58% of all IDA-supported employment now outside of Dub-
lin.  2018 also saw more IDA jobs added in the regions than at any time over the past 17 years.  

Foreign direct investment (FDI) levels in Waterford are also trending in the right direction.  
There are 38 IDA client companies in the County employing approximately 7,100 people, rep-
resenting an increase of 3% over last year.  Since 2012, Waterford has also witnessed a 38% 
increase in employment in overseas companies.  Waterford has maintained a strong reputation 
as a successful home to firms from the MedTech and Pharmaceuticals sectors.  Companies like 
GlaxoSmithKline, Sanofi and Opko’s Irish subsidiary EirGen Pharma are all located there and 
continue to perform well. 

In terms of recent investments, Bausch and Lomb announced in November that it will ex-
pand its contact lens manufacturing capacity at its Waterford site which will create up to 100 
new jobs.  In October 2018 Eurofins BioPharma opened a new extension to its laboratory fa-
cility in Dungarvan, more than doubling its facility footprint.  Furthermore, last July, West 
Pharmaceuticals opened a new global centre of excellence in Waterford City for its advanced 
manufacturing network. 

As regards IDA property, the Agency has a total of three buildings in County Waterford.  
All of these premises are available for investment and are being actively marketed to clients 
through its network of offices.  Under its Regional Property Programme (RPP), the IDA also 
constructed an Advanced Technology Building in the city which is now home to EirGen Phar-
ma.  The next phase of the RPP will include the construction of a further facility in the County.  

While progress has been made in helping to generating new investment in County Water-
ford, the Government remains determined to attract more FDI to Waterford City and the wider 
area.  The work of the IDA is obviously key in that respect and the Agency’s staff will continue 
engaging with its clients, as well as the other enterprise agencies, to help create more jobs and 
economic opportunities.

05/02/2019WRP02500Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRP02600305. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation if her Department has submitted or is considering a request that the state-aid ceiling 
under EU Regulation No. 1407/2013 be temporally adapted as a policy response to protect 
companies and exporting businesses here exposed to a no-deal hard Brexit and the UK becom-
ing a third country; when such proposals will be formally submitted; if her Department and 
other Departments have had discussions with the European Commission regarding adapting the 
regulation to date or via the working group established with the Directorate-General for com-
petition; and if not, the reason therefore. [5360/19]



5 February 2019

135

05/02/2019WRP02700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
you are aware, since its establishment in November 2017 the Technical Working Group com-
prising representatives from DG Competition, the Department of Business, Enterprise & Inno-
vation, Enterprise Ireland and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine have been 
scoping and designing schemes to support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with State Aid 
rules.  

Through the mechanism of the Technical Working Group Ireland has fully utilised the pro-
visions of the State aid framework to enable the investment by Enterprise Ireland of €74 million 
in Brexit impacted businesses in 2018.

On 24th January 2019, I met with Commissioner Vestager.  The focus of the meeting cen-
tred around the severe challenges that Irish businesses, especially SMEs, will face when the 
UK leaves the European Union and the need for appropriate and timely State supports.  It was 
agreed that Irish officials will continue to work closely with the Commissioner’s team in ad-
dressing any State aid issues that may arise to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as the 
ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level implications become known.  The Commissioner 
emphasised that the Commission stands ready to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts 
of   Brexit on Irish firms.

05/02/2019WRP02800Legislative Programme

05/02/2019WRP02900306. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion her plans to update the Employment Permits Act 2006; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [5436/19]

05/02/2019WRP03000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ire-
land’s economic migration policy provides the framework within which the State’s employ-
ment permit system is managed.  In response to our transformed economy and labour market, I 
requested my Department to undertake a fundamental review of the policies underpinning our 
employment permits system to ensure it is aligned with our current and emerging needs.  The 
Review, which was published in September 2018, was overseen by an Interdepartmental Group 
(IDG) of senior officials of a number of Government Departments.

The report confirms that the current employment permits system is robust and has served 
the country well in recent years.  It also highlights, in the context of strong employment growth, 
new pressures are emerging that need to be addressed and that some adjustments are needed so 
that the system continues to ensure that Ireland can attract highly skilled foreign workers and 
respond to proven labour shortages that arise in lower skilled occupations.

The recommendations include structural adjustments to the system to allow it to respond to 
a greater range of employment circumstances and to be more flexible so that it can keep pace 
with evolving enterprise requirements over time. 

A number of the recommendations can be implemented either by administrative adjust-
ments or by amendments to secondary legislation.  This include changes to the process of 
reviewing the occupational lists, the remuneration thresholds, the labour market needs test and 
the 50:50 rule. 

However in the medium term, amendments to primary legislation will be brought forward 
in order to facilitate the creation of a new seasonal permit type, as well as some adjustments 
to criteria built into the current legislation, including the labour market needs test as currently 
constituted and increasing the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection’s en-
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gagement in this process.  Work has commenced on the implementation of the review’s recom-
mendations, including scoping out the legislative changes required through both primary and 
secondary legislation.

05/02/2019WRP03100Science Foundation Ireland

05/02/2019WRP03200307. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the estimated cost in 2019 if the budget for Science Foundation Ireland increased by 8%. 
[5450/19]

05/02/2019WRP03300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has allocated €206.61m in current and capital funding to Science Foundation Ire-
land (SFI) in 2019.  This amount is comprised of €11.56m in current and €195.05m in capital 
funding.  

SFI’s 2019 capital allocation includes an amount of €6.8m in capital carryover provision 
and €15.5m in dedicated funding for PhD/Research Masters enrolment through the new Cen-
tres for Research Training.  This programme is administered by SFI and will fund postgraduate 
enrolments in disciplines under its remit.

A further increase of 8% in SFI’s 2019 budget allocation would cost an additional €16.53m.

05/02/2019WRP03400Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRP03500308. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if Ireland has formally applied for a relaxation of state-aid rules to assist businesses as a conse-
quence of the impact of Brexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5558/19]

05/02/2019WRP03600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has been working closely with the Commission and DG Competition since No-
vember 2017 through the Irish/EU Technical Working Group on State Aid.  The objective of 
the Group is to scope and design schemes to support enterprises impacted by Brexit in line with 
State Aid rules.  

Through the mechanism of the Technical Working Group Ireland has fully utilised the pro-
visions of the State aid framework to enable the investment by Enterprise Ireland of €74 million 
in Brexit impacted businesses in 2018.

On 24th January 2019, I met with the European Commissioner for Competition, Margrethe 
Vestager.  The focus of the meeting centred around the severe challenges that Irish businesses 
will face when the UK leaves the EU and the need for appropriate and timely State supports.  
It was agreed that Irish officials will continue to work closely with the Commissioner’s team 
in addressing any State aid issues that may arise to ensure a rapid and appropriate response as 
the ultimate shape of Brexit and its firm-level implication become known.  The Commissioner 
emphasised that the Commission stands ready to act urgently in mitigation against the impacts 
of Brexit on Irish firms.

05/02/2019WRP03700Work Permits Applications

05/02/2019WRP03800309. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
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further to Parliamentary Question No. 289 of 29 January 2019, the steps she will take to have 
the application for general employment work permit assessed pursuant to the trusted partners 
programme and have same expedited due to the importance of the matter to the business (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5696/19]

05/02/2019WRP03900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
objective of the Trusted Partner Initiative is to ease the administrative burden on employers 
and to remove the requirement that they replicate the same employer information in respect of 
each employment permit application made.  It is aimed primarily at high volume users of the 
Employment Permit regime or those who expect to become regular users of the employment 
permits system.

An application to become a Trusted Partner can be made online via the Employment Permits 
Online System which can be accessed at https://epos.djei.ie/.

The Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that the employer in ques-
tion is not a registered Trusted Partner and, as such, applications made by this employer can 
only be considered as standard applications.  

An application for a General Employment Permit for the individual concerned was received 
on 12th December 2018.  As such, this application is scheduled to be processed within the next 
4-5 weeks, however I have asked my officials to expedite this application. 

Ireland operates a managed vacancy led employment permit scheme in which an occupation 
list system for in-demand occupations, the Highly Skilled Eligible Occupations List (HSEOL), 
and those occupations where the evidence suggests that there is a ready source of labour avail-
able domestically and/or across the EEA, the Ineligible Categories of Employment List (ICEL).  
These lists of highly skilled and ineligible occupations are reviewed twice yearly in order to 
ensure that the employment permits scheme remains responsive to changes in economic cir-
cumstances and labour market conditions.  

A review of the occupation lists is being currently being finalised and I expect to receive a 
report of the review shortly.

05/02/2019WRP04000Disability Support Services

05/02/2019WRP04100310. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health when a payment similar to 
the mobility allowance will come on-stream; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4956/19]

05/02/2019WRP04200448. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health when he expects a re-
placement scheme to be in place for the motorised transport grant and mobility allowance; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5637/19]

05/02/2019WRP04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 310 and 448 together.

The Deputies will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Al-
lowance and Motorised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013. 

My colleague, the Minister for Health and I brought a Memorandum to Government in May 
2018 on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme in May 2018.  Following con-
sideration of the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda 
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at the time.  I intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect the 
discussions at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister Harris 
on the best way to progress the Transport Scheme.  

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place.  This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance.  Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices.  Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

05/02/2019WRP04400Services for People with Disabilities

05/02/2019WRP04500311. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the person or body that will care 
for a child (details supplied) with severe autism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5510/19]

05/02/2019WRP04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities. 

The Programme for Partnership Government states that the Government wishes to provide 
more accessible respite care to facilitate full support for people with a disability.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRP04700Mental Health Services

05/02/2019WRP04800312. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of all projects fund-
ed under the service reform fund that address the mental health needs for persons experiencing 
homelessness; the individual levels of funding provided; the portion of funding this makes up; 
and if a description, goal and the timeframe for the completion of each project will be provided 
in tabular form. [4949/19]

05/02/2019WRP04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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05/02/2019WRP05000Home Help Service Data

05/02/2019WRP05100313. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons em-
ployed as home help by the HSE in each year since 2010, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4953/19]

05/02/2019WRP05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this.

05/02/2019WRP05300National Dementia Strategy

05/02/2019WRP05400314. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to expand funding 
and assistance in the area of community support for persons with dementia; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [4954/19]

05/02/2019WRP05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The National Demen-
tia Strategy, which is being implemented under the leadership of the HSE’s National Dementia 
Office, contains 35 priority and additional actions to meet the challenges faced by people living 
with dementia in Ireland and to provide services to meet growing demand in future years.  The 
Strategy emphasises the need for a “whole community response” to dementia, as the majority 
of people with dementia live in their own communities and wish to avail of services in their 
local area.

To support future development of services and supports for people with dementia, the Na-
tional Dementia Office and the Alzheimer Society of Ireland undertook a joint project in 2016 
and 2017 to map dementia-specific community-based services across the country.  Information 
from the project is included in an on-line service finder on the Understand Together website so 
people can find out what services are available in each county.

Gaps remain in access to services and there is a large variance in what services are pro-
vided across the country.  The National Dementia Office has met with senior HSE officials in 
each CHO area to highlight service gaps in each area and to provide guidance and support on 
dementia service planning and development across the country.  In addition a Dementia Needs 
Analysis Framework was developed to support services.

Considerable efforts have been undertaken to progress the National Dementia Strategy, and 
this has been recorded in the mid-term review of the Strategy, published last year.  The review 
also highlights work to be carried out by the National Dementia Office to further implement the 
Strategy.  In the medium term, the HSE is working to create compassionate, inclusive commu-
nities for people with dementia and their carers, by building a network of community activation 
champions and partnering with a wide range of businesses and organisations nationally as part 
of the Dementia Understand Together campaign.

Significant funding has been secured by the Department of Health from the Dormant Ac-
counts Fund since 2016 to develop projects which seek to improve care and supports for people 
with dementia.  Projects receiving funding include the delivery of post-diagnostic supports; a 
dementia diagnostic service for people with intellectual disability; a national network of mem-
ory technology resource rooms; the development of a national dementia registry; the national 
roll-out of a dementia training programme for HSE home care staff; the development of de-
mentia resource centres; community support projects for people with dementia; funding for a 
Dementia Community Activation Co-ordinator to support community-based dementia champi-
ons across Ireland; and a review of young-onset dementia diagnostic processes and practices to 
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inform future service development needs.

In addition to these community supports, in 2014 the HSE introduced Dementia-Specific 
Intensive Homecare Packages to test the feasibility of providing a high level of support to 
people with dementia with complex needs to facilitate them to remain living at home.  These 
were initially co-funded by the HSE and the Atlantic Philanthropies and now fully funded by 
the HSE, which has committed to continue to provide approximately 120 packages at any one 
time.  In addition to the IHCPs, people with dementia are also able to avail of standard home 
care services on the basis of need and within the resources available.

The Department of Health and the HSE are committed to further expanding the level of 
community supports for older people, including people with dementia, subject to the availabil-
ity of resources, and cognisant of the large number of areas competing for finite resources.  The 
National Dementia Office is also working to ensure that existing community health and social 
care services are optimised to meet the needs of people with dementia.

05/02/2019WRQ00200HSE Properties

05/02/2019WRQ00300315. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the progression of refurbish-
ment of the HSE property in Drogheda Street, Monasterevin, County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4957/19]

05/02/2019WRQ00400316. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the funds spent on the refur-
bishment of the HSE property in Drogheda Street, Monasterevin, County Kildare; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [4958/19]

05/02/2019WRQ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 315 and 
316 together.

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the management of the healthcare prop-
erty estate, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

05/02/2019WRQ00700Home Help Service

05/02/2019WRQ00800317. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if home help will be rein-
stated for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4966/19]

05/02/2019WRQ00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRQ01000Medical Aids and Appliances Applications

05/02/2019WRQ01100318. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
for a hearing aid by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[4987/19]

05/02/2019WRQ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/02/2019WRQ01300Medical Products Supply

05/02/2019WRQ01400319. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the anxiety and worry the parents of children with SMA are experiencing due to the delay in 
making the drug Spinraza available; the timeline for making it available; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [4989/19]

05/02/2019WRQ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, the HSE has 
statutory responsibility for medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with 
the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.  The Act specifies the criteria for 
decisions on the reimbursement of medicines.  

Nusinersen (Spinraza) is indicated for the treatment of 5q spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), 
a disorder characterised by progressive muscle atrophy and weakness.  

I appreciate that this debilitating and progressive condition places enormous pressure on 
SMA sufferers and their families and carers and that access to potentially beneficial drug treat-
ments is an extremely important issue for people with Spinal Muscular Atrophy.  An application 
for Nusinersen is currently undergoing assessment by the HSE.

The statutory assessment process involves a Health Technology Assessment followed by 
detailed consideration by the HSE expert groups on new Drug therapies, including the Technol-
ogy Review Group for Rare Diseases and the HSE Drugs Committee.

The assessment focus is twofold and particularly centred on reviewing the evidence of the 
clinical effectiveness of this new drug therapy i.e. the benefits for patients undergoing clinical 
trials; and on the cost effectiveness of the product in view of the prices being charged for the 
drug.

The application is currently going through the final stages of assessment, and the various 
reports are due to be considered shortly by the HSE Leadership Team, following which the final 
decision will be notified.

05/02/2019WRQ01600Home Help Service

05/02/2019WRQ01700320. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the progress being 
made to date regarding the development of a statutory home care scheme; the status of the work 
that is under way and action taken to date; the actions planned for 2019; the further consultation 
expected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4990/19]

05/02/2019WRQ01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Department of 
Health is currently engaged in the development of a new statutory scheme and system of regula-
tion for home-support services.  In preparation for the development of the statutory scheme, the 
Department commissioned the Health Research Board to carry out a review of the home-care 
systems in four European countries.  In addition, the Department conducted a public consulta-
tion on home-care services, on which a report was published in 2018.  These reports are avail-
able on the Department’s website and will help to ensure that the new scheme is informed both 
by international experience and by the views of stakeholders, including service-users.

Work is on-going to determine the optimal approach to the development of the statutory 
scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms.  The Department’s Sláintecare 
Implementation Strategy commits to the introduction of the statutory scheme in 2021.  In 2019 
work will focus on the design of the scheme, the options for regulation and a review of exist-
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ing services.  Further consultation will also be undertaken in 2019 (with key stakeholders and 
service-users) and will continue throughout the process of developing the new scheme.

The development of a new statutory scheme and system of regulation for home-support 
services is a complex process.  Accordingly, it will be early 2020 before it is possible to set out 
in principle the parameters of the scheme and to seek Government approval to proceed to draft 
the heads of a bill.

05/02/2019WRQ01900Health Services Data

05/02/2019WRQ02000321. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the situation at a service (de-
tails supplied) regarding the operation of the service; the number of beds operational; the num-
ber of beds closed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4991/19]

05/02/2019WRQ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRQ02200Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

05/02/2019WRQ02300322. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his plans to classify fibromyalgia 
as a critical medical condition; the supports in place for persons suffering from fibromyalgia; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4992/19]

05/02/2019WRQ02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): There are no plans at present to add fibro-
myalgia to the list of conditions currently listed under the Long Term illness scheme.  However, 
any patient with a condition, not listed under Long Term illness scheme, is eligible to apply to 
the Drugs Payment Scheme or to apply for a Medical Card.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €134 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines.  The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card.  In the assessment 
process, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.    
People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which 
covers the cost of GP consultations.

General medical services are provided by GPs.  If the patients clinical condition warrants a 
referral to a Consultant then their GP will organise that for them.

05/02/2019WRQ02500Health Services Staff Recruitment

05/02/2019WRQ02600323. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) has 
been appointed to a location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4997/19]

05/02/2019WRQ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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05/02/2019WRQ02800Disability Support Services Provision

05/02/2019WRQ02900324. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has not received an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5000/19]

05/02/2019WRQ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRQ03100Hospital Appointments Status

05/02/2019WRQ03200325. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5001/19]

05/02/2019WRQ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRQ03400Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRQ03500326. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of care service provided 
to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5003/19]

05/02/2019WRQ03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRQ03700Hospital Appointments Status

05/02/2019WRQ03800327. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a rescheduled date for an operation in Tallaght hospital having had the sched-
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uled date cancelled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5008/19]

05/02/2019WRQ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRQ04000Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRQ04100328. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the reason a person 
(details supplied) has been without a specialist doctor, care plan or support services; if same 
will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5032/19]

05/02/2019WRQ04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to an in-
dividual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.

05/02/2019WRQ04300Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/02/2019WRQ04400329. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for inpatient appointments; the number waiting for outpatient appointments at Galway Univer-
sity Hospital and Portiuncula Hospital, respectively by length of time waiting in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5034/19]

05/02/2019WRQ04500330. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing for inpatient appointments and outpatient appointments, respectively at Galway University 
Hospital and Portiuncula Hospital at the end of 2017 and 2018; the number waiting under 18 or 
over 18 years of age in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5035/19]

05/02/2019WRQ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 329 and 
330 together.

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health, HSE, NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 shortly.  This will ensure an appropriate balance between high-volume activities and of-
fering treatment to complex long-waiting patients. 

This Plan for inpatients/day case (IPDC) and outpatients will set out the activity targets for 
the HSE in line with the National Service Plan, as well as those for the NTPF, taking account of 
their increased funding, totalling €75 million in 2019, to provide treatment for patients.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the attached documents.
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[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/2B545155FF24091780258398004
BF1CD/$File/IP%20and%20OP%20GUH-Porti-2017-18.xlsx?openelement”>IP and OP</a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/41133B515EA81E0D8025839800
4C0605/$File/GUH%20and%20Portiuncula%20Outpatient.xls?openelement”>Outpatients</
a>]

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/E5BEF9ED9F673D7F802583980
04C0FFA/$File/GUH%20and%20Portiuncula%20IPDC.xlsx?openelement”>IPDC</a>]

05/02/2019WRQ04800Hospital Appointments Administration

05/02/2019WRQ04900331. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of elective surgeries 
cancelled at Galway University Hospital and at Portiuncula Hospital in 2017 and 2018 and to 
date in 2019; the reason for the cancellations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5036/19]

05/02/2019WRQ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the number of elective surger-
ies cancelled at Galway University Hospital and at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, County 
Galway in 2017 and 2018 and to date in 2019 and the reason for the cancellations, as this is a 
service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRQ05100Brexit Issues

05/02/2019WRQ05200332. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if a plan has been devised for 
medicines that have a narrow therapeutic index that are not interchangeable in the event of a 
no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5043/19]

05/02/2019WRQ05300456. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he re-
mains satisfied regarding the unimpeded availability of various medications in the aftermath of 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5654/19]

05/02/2019WRQ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 332 and 
456 together.

As part of the overall Government response to Brexit, my Department is working on a com-
prehensive and coordinated set of actions to ensure, as far as is possible, continuity of supply of 
medicines in the event of a “no-deal” Brexit.

Significant work has been undertaken by my Department, the HSE, and the Health Products 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA), together with medicines manufacturers and suppliers, to ensure 
that risks to the continuity of supply are mitigated to the greatest possible extent. 

No major supply issues have been identified through this preparedness and contingency 
planning work. 

The Department of Health, HSE and HPRA do not anticipate an immediate impact on medi-
cine supplies should there be a no-deal Brexit on 29 March.  There are already additional stocks 
of medicines routinely built into the Irish medicine supply chain, and these additional stocks, 
together with planning by Revenue to allow the fast-tracking of essential drugs into Ireland, 
where necessary, will help deal with any delays that may arise.
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It is important to note that there is no need for hospitals, pharmacists or patients to order 
extra quantities of medicines, or for doctors to issue additional prescriptions.  To do so could 
disrupt existing stock levels and hamper the supply of medicines for other patients.

In 2018, the HPRA developed and launched a multi-stakeholder Medicine Shortages Frame-
work to anticipate and manage medicine shortages when they occur.  This framework is used 
to manage and address an average of 45 shortage notifications a month.  The health system is 
therefore well placed to anticipate and respond to any additional shortages, should they arise 
because of Brexit.

As an additional safeguard, consideration is being given to those categories of medicines 
which are considered most essential to public health.  HSE and HPRA technical experts are un-
dertaking a process to verify the contingency planning in place for the continuity of supply of 
medicines essential to public health, including those with a narrow therapeutic index, in order 
to determine those medicines that have the potential to be vulnerable to supply disruption and, 
where necessary, identify clinically appropriate alternatives.  Work on this process is ongoing 
and will continue in the months before and after Brexit.  

Both the HPRA and HSE have requested that medicines manufacturers and suppliers high-
light any issues regarding the availability of specific products associated with Brexit and, to 
date, no major issues have been identified through this process.

05/02/2019WRR00200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

05/02/2019WRR00300333. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the status of an extension and 
redevelopment at a hospital (details supplied). [5047/19]

05/02/2019WRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is responsible 
for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects and has advised that a planning application 
for this project was submitted in December 2018. The HSE is currently awaiting the outcome 
of the planning application.

05/02/2019WRR00500HSE Expenditure

05/02/2019WRR00600334. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount spent under the 
winter plan purchasing additional capacity in private hospitals; the number of and the length 
of time beds were purchased for use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5051/19]

05/02/2019WRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRR00800HSE Staff Data

05/02/2019WRR00900335. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if he has received a pay 
and numbers strategy from the HSE; if so, the key details of same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5052/19]

05/02/2019WRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is engaging closely with the 
HSE on this matter and it is hoped that the final pay and numbers strategy will be submitted by 
the HSE in the near future.
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05/02/2019WRR01100Hospitals Data

05/02/2019WRR01200336. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of beds in the Na-
tional Rehabilitation Hospital; the number occupied, empty and closed, respectively; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5055/19]

05/02/2019WRR01300337. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if funding issues are causing 
beds at the National Rehabilitation Hospital to remain empty and not staffed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5056/19]

05/02/2019WRR01400338. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for the National Rehabilitation Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5057/19]

05/02/2019WRR01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 336 to 338, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRR01800Hospitals Data

05/02/2019WRR01900339. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of medical facili-
ties including maternity theatres, hospital wards, surgical theatres and so on nationally which 
are not operational or have been closed due to staff shortages or funding issues; the location of 
same; the cost of maintenance, security, cleaning and so on; the length of time they have been 
closed or non-operational; the reason they are not in operation in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5058/19]

05/02/2019WRR02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

05/02/2019WRR02100Cancer Screening Programmes

05/02/2019WRR02200340. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the BreastCheck 
mobile units which will cease screening in several areas in 2019 (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5059/19]

05/02/2019WRR02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): BreastCheck provides free mammograms to 
eligible women across the country.  While BreastCheck has four fixed locations, much of the 
service is provided through mobile units that move from one location to another on an on-going 
basis, returning to a region every two years. 

The date on which screening will end at a particular location is updated regularly on the 
BreastCheck website and publicised locally.  Mobile units return to the same area (often to the 
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same site where the location is suitable and available) in the following screening round.

05/02/2019WRR02400Mental Health Services Staff

05/02/2019WRR02500341. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of non-specialist 
mental health consultants working on a permanent, temporary or locum basis in each CHO; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5061/19]

05/02/2019WRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRR02700Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRR02800342. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment. [5064/19]

05/02/2019WRR02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRR03000Cancer Screening Programmes

05/02/2019WRR03100343. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if financial provision is being 
made available for the 6,000 women who will need to have a retest carried out following a 
previous smear test the results of which were deemed to be unreliable; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5072/19]

05/02/2019WRR03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I take it that the Deputy is referring to the 
cost of a smear retest following the issue that has arisen in relation to secondary HPV testing.

Where low grade changes are detected on a cervical smear test, a second, so-called ‘triage 
test’ – which looks for the HPV virus – is carried out by laboratories. If HPV is found, women 
are recommended to attend for further testing. If HPV is not found, women are recommended to 
attend for routine screening again in 3-5 years. In the test used by the laboratory concerned, the 
manufacturer’s recommendation is that the test for HPV should be carried out within 30 days of 
the sample having been given by a woman.

The HSE has advised that clinical research shows that HPV tests remain effective even 
when they are performed outside the recommended timeframe and that there is little risk of 
inaccuracy due to the issue that Quest has identified. While the clinical advice is that the risk is 
very low, the HSE nevertheless is inviting the affected women to have a retest to provide assur-
ance both to women and to the HSE.

I can confirm that, in cases where the HSE is inviting the affected women to have a repeat 
screening test due to the testing of their sample outside the manufacturers recommended time-
frame, these tests will be provided free of charge and will be processed by the laboratory as a 
priority.
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05/02/2019WRR03300Mental Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRR03400344. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the de-
velopment and expansion of a mental health service (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5077/19]

05/02/2019WRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRR03600Health Promotion

05/02/2019WRR03700345. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the breast-
feeding regime and supports that operate in workplaces in general; the particular reforms 
planned for the HSE as an employer for improved supports for HSE workers who are breast-
feeding; and the details of specific timelines. [5101/19]

05/02/2019WRR03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As the ques-
tion relates to service matters it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy

05/02/2019WRR03900Capital Expenditure Programme

05/02/2019WRR04000346. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the capital projects, including in-
formation technology and equipment, the commencement date of which has been postponed, 
delayed or dropped as a result of the overruns in spending on the national children’s hospital by 
project, original commencement date and new commencement date in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5102/19]

05/02/2019WRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project. The re-
quirements of the new children’s hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration. 

05/02/2019WRR04200General Practitioner Contracts

05/02/2019WRR04300347. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 208 of 1 February 2017, the liability of medical card holders to pay for blood tests car-
ried out at their general practitioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5105/19]

05/02/2019WRR04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.” 
There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP 
visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are re-
quired to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.
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The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card. Notwithstanding this, I am aware that some GPs are 
charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances. 

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Gov-
ernments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit card 
patients. If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incor-
rectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report 
the matter to their HSE Local Health Office.

05/02/2019WRR04500General Practitioner Contracts

05/02/2019WRR04600348. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of the progress being 
made in respect of general practitioner contract negotiations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5106/19]

05/02/2019WRR04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government is committed to engaging 
with GP representatives on the development of modernised GP contractual arrangements. 

Talks between the State and the Irish Medical Organisation resumed in October 2018 and 
there was intensive engagement, particularly in the weeks leading up to Christmas. While some 
progress was made, there are a number of outstanding issues that need to be progressed before 
any agreement can be secured.

The State’s negotiating team is keen to bring a renewed focus to the engagement with the 
IMO and talks are continuing in an effort to bring matters to a conclusion. 

I look forward to positive and productive engagement with all parties concerned. Agreement 
on the delivery of service improvements and contractual reform would facilitate a very substan-
tial increase in the resourcing of general practice on a multi annual basis.

In line with the long-established approach to such processes, and by agreement of the parties 
concerned, I am not in position to give further details while engagement between the parties is 
under way.

05/02/2019WRR04800Medical Card Drugs Availability

05/02/2019WRR04900349. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if consideration has 
been given to making food supplements and vitamins available under the medical card scheme 
in circumstances in which they have been recommended by a doctor and are necessary for the 
health of the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5123/19]

05/02/2019WRR05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of the community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for 
attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRR05100Abortion Services Provision
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05/02/2019WRR05200350. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if he has received a report from the 
Coombe Women and Infants University Hospital to clarify the decision of the medical team not 
to terminate a pregnancy on the grounds that the pregnancy was not a fatal foetal abnormality. 
[5124/19]

05/02/2019WRR05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, the Health (Regula-
tion of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law by the President on 20 Decem-
ber 2018, and services for termination of pregnancy commenced on 1 January 2019.

I am aware of the case to which the Deputy refers; however, it would not be appropriate for 
me, as Minister for Health, to comment on any individual case. 

I am advised that the Coombe Hospital is currently providing terminations in emergency 
situations and in cases of fatal foetal abnormality. It is due to begin providing terminations up 
to 12 weeks of pregnancy in the week beginning the 4th of February.   

Section 11 of the Act sets out the law on access to termination of pregnancy in cases where 
there is a condition present affecting the foetus that is likely to lead to the death of the foetus 
before or within 28 days of birth.  

The operation of the legislation is entirely a matter for attending clinicians. Neither the Min-
ister nor the Department of Health has any role in the medical management of cases. Where a 
patient requires care not available in a particular location, the patient should be transferred to a 
hospital/service where the necessary care is available. 

The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 makes provision for women 
in cases where a medical practitioner has not given an opinion or has given an opinion that 
would not lead to certification for termination of pregnancy to be carried out. Section 13 of the 
Act provides that the woman, or a person acting on her behalf, may make an application to the 
HSE for a review of the relevant decision. Within 3 days of receiving such an application, the 
HSE must convene a committee of medical practitioners to review the relevant decision.  The 
committee must complete its review not later than 7 days from the date on which it was estab-
lished. 

The National Women and Infants Health Programme continues to engage with the Dublin 
Midlands Health Group and the Coombe Hospital regarding termination of pregnancy service 
provision. 

05/02/2019WRS00200National Cancer Strategy

05/02/2019WRS00300351. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a national 
cancer centre in an area (details supplied); if a review of such a service is underway; if the Bor-
der region will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5137/19]

05/02/2019WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the second National Cancer Strategy, 
in 2007 the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme initiated a programme of centralisa-
tion of cancer services to a smaller number of high-volume, specialist centres with the aim of 
optimising treatment and improving survival outcomes. 

In relation to surgery, centralisation of cancer services is based on clear evidence that pa-
tients who are cared for in a multidisciplinary environment and operated on by surgeons who 
carry out high volumes of surgery in specialist centres, that themselves have high volumes, 
achieve better clinical outcomes. 
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As part of the overall centralisation model, Rapid Access Clinics for Breast, Lung and Pros-
tate cancer were established in the 8 designated cancer centres, 4 in Dublin (Beaumont, Ma-
ter, St. Vincent’s and St James’s) and the others in Cork (CUH), Waterford (WUH), Limerick 
(UHL) and Galway (UHG - with Letterkenny University Hospital operating as a satellite for 
breast cancer services).

Centralisation of cancer services is providing better outcomes for patients in terms of qual-
ity of life and survivorship.  There are no plans to increase the number of designated cancer 
centres.

05/02/2019WRS00500Positive Ageing Strategy

05/02/2019WRS00600352. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the detail of the recent research con-
ducted into the effects of rural isolation on the well-being of senior citizens particularly those 
living alone; the findings and recommendations arrived at; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5139/19]

05/02/2019WRS00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The National Positive 
Ageing Strategy (NPAS), published on 24 April 2013, provides a framework for cooperation 
to address age-related policy and service delivery across Government and society in the years 
ahead.  The Strategy is intended to promote older people’s health and well being so that older 
people can continue to contribute to social, economic, cultural and family life in their own com-
munities for as long as possible, thereby representing a vision for an age-friendly society.  The 
Strategy highlights that ageing is not just a health issue, but rather requires a whole of Govern-
ment approach to address a range of social, economic and environmental factors that affect the 
health and well-being of our ageing citizens.  

As part of the NPAS implementation process, a Healthy and Positive Ageing Initiative 
(HaPAI) was established in collaboration with the HSE’s Health and Well-being Programme 
and the Atlantic Philanthropies.

HaPAI provides an ongoing system for measuring and reporting on positive ageing and 
implement the research objectives of the National Positive Ageing Strategy (NPAS).  It was 
jointly funded by the Department of Health, the HSE’s Health and Well-being Programme, and 
the Atlantic Philanthropies until December 2017, with a commitment to Department of Health 
funding for a further two years. 

The initiative aims to monitor changes in older people’s health and well-being linked to the 
goals and objectives of the NPAS.  This is done primarily through the development of national 
positive ageing indicators to be published every two years. 

The first Positive Ageing National Indicators Report in 2016 identified that 7.1% of people 
aged 50+ often feel lonely and that women have a higher loneliness score than men at all ages.  
However, more than nine out of 10 (93%) people aged 50+ have at least one supportive relative 
or friend, five in seven (85%) of people aged 50+ engage in at least one social leisure activity on 
a weekly basis, more than one in four (26%) people aged 50+ volunteered in the past 12 months 
and eight out of 10 (82%) people aged 50+ report high life satisfaction.  The second National 
Positive Ageing Indicators report will be published later this year. 

A Local Indicators report, entitled Positive Ageing in Age Friendly Cities and Counties, 
was published in June 2018.  This identified that older people in rural settings were more likely 
to have difficulties accessing public transport than those in more urban settings.  However, an 
urban or rural environment made no difference to older peoples level of socialising, with over 
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90% of people aged 55+ socialising at least once a month.

The Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing (TILDA) is a large-scale, nationally representative, 
longitudinal study on ageing in Ireland, the overarching aim of which is to make Ireland the best 
place in the world to grow old.  TILDA is funded by the Department of Health, The Atlantic 
Philanthropies, and Irish Life. 

Using data from TILDA, a recent study on “Poor health and loneliness in later life: the role 
of depressive symptoms, social resources, and rural environments  ” was conducted by Vanessa 
Burholt (Swansea University) and Thomas Scharf (Newcastle University).  The findings were 
that older people in poor health have lower social resources, and that rurality can exacerbate 
this.

05/02/2019WRS00800Rural Transport Services

05/02/2019WRS00900353. Deputy John Deasy asked the Minister for Health the proposals he is considering and 
has discussed with other Departments with regard to providing practical and reliable transport 
systems to cater for persons in rural areas particularly senior citizens to which bus or taxi and 
hackney services are not readily accessible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5138/19]

05/02/2019WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In October of 2018 I 
proposed an App based taxi service dubbed “RUXI” to be developed to allow persons to offer 
transport to the public with the use of their own car subject to insurance, NCT and Garda vet-
ting.  The proposal is to target areas of rural Ireland that currently have no public transport or 
taxi services. 

My colleague, Shane Ross TD the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport has requested 
the National Transport Authority (NTA) to evaluate the proposal and I am due to meet with the 
NTA on the 13th of February to discuss the matter.  I have also furnished the proposal to the 
Department of Rural and Community Development and the Department of Justice and Equality.

I have written to the Chairman of the Oireachtas Committee on Transport and requested that 
he would consider debating the issue in his committee with the various stakeholders.  I will be 
happy to update the Deputy again post my meeting with the National Transport Authority.

05/02/2019WRS01100Hospitals Capital Programme

05/02/2019WRS01200354. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the overspend at the National 
Children’s Hospital and the National Maternity Hospital has impacted upon capital projects in 
counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath; if so, the projects impacted upon; the way in which they 
will be impacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5142/19]

05/02/2019WRS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019.  The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project.  The re-
quirements of the new children’s hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process.  Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration.
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05/02/2019WRS01400Healthcare Professionals

05/02/2019WRS01500355. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the status of the regulation of 
psychotherapy and counselling under the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005; if 
members have been appointed to the registration board; the number of times the board has met 
to date; and if further legislative changes are necessary for regulation. [5144/19]

05/02/2019WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In May 2018 I signed regulations to desig-
nate the professions of counsellor and psychotherapist under the Health and Social Care Profes-
sionals Act 2005.  I can confirm that I recently selected twelve of the board members.  There is 
one outstanding vacancy, which under the Act is filled by a candidate nominated by the Minister 
for Education and Skills.  I anticipate that the candidate’s details will be submitted to the De-
partment shortly.  Once this candidate has been nominated I will sign the appointment orders 
and letters of appointment to the members of the newly established board.  It is envisaged that 
the Counsellors and Psychotherapists Registration Boards inaugural meeting will take place in 
May. 

The registration board will then begin the substantial programme of work to draft the vari-
ous bye-laws to allow the board to establish its registers.  The board will also be requested 
to advise myself and the Health and Social Care Professionals Council on a range of issues 
pertaining to the regulation of the professions, including minimum standards of education and 
training and the titles to be protected.

05/02/2019WRS01700Treatment Abroad Scheme

05/02/2019WRS01800356. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if appointments under the treat-
ment abroad scheme which have been scheduled prior to Brexit on 29 March 2019 will be hon-
oured regardless of the way in which the UK will leave the EU; if another appointment can be 
scheduled in another EU country immediately to avoid unnecessary delays; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5147/19]

05/02/2019WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE operates the EU Treatment Abroad 
Scheme (TAS) for patients entitled to treatment in another EU/EEA Member State under EU 
Regulation 883/2004, where the treatment is not available in the Irish public hospital system.  
The treatment must be one which is among the benefits provided for by Irish legislation.   GPs 
refer patients to consultants for acute care and it is the treating consultant who, having ex-
hausted all treatment options including tertiary care within the country, refers the patient to an 
EU/EEA Member State under the terms of the TAS.  The consultant must specify the specific 
treatment and in making the referral accepts clinical responsibility in relation to the physician 
and facility abroad where the patient will attend.

As part of a whole of Government response to Brexit, the Department of Health is working 
to ensure a comprehensive and coordinated set of preparations to ensure continuity of health 
services post-Brexit.  This work involves the Department and the HSE and other agencies in 
engaging in intensive Brexit preparedness and contingency planning.

Work is ongoing to ensure that insofar as possible there is minimum disruption to health 
services and that essential services, such as those covered under the current EU TAS, are main-
tained on a cross-Border, all-island and Ireland-UK basis. 

It should also be noted that post-Brexit, the TAS will continue to entitle patients to be re-
ferred, by their Irish based consultant, to the remaining EU/EEA Member States.
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05/02/2019WRS02000Medical Card Administration

05/02/2019WRS02100357. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the way in which a medical 
card expiry date can be changed and brought forward by 12 months without an explanation to 
the medical card holder; if the case of a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5157/19]

05/02/2019WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy

05/02/2019WRS02300Hospital Appointments Administration

05/02/2019WRS02400358. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment will be 
expedited for a person (details supplied). [5159/19]

05/02/2019WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRS02600Health Services Staff

05/02/2019WRS02700359. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the key workers employed by the 
HSE by respective CHO areas and additional catchment areas they operate under or services 
they are assigned to. [5172/19]

05/02/2019WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this.

05/02/2019WRS02900Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRS03000360. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an ENT appointment will 
be scheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5176/19]

05/02/2019WRS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
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individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRS03200Orthodontic Services

05/02/2019WRS03300361. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken to 
address the significant delays in accessing orthodontic treatment in County Tipperary; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5185/19]

05/02/2019WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRS03500Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRS03600362. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
in County Clare will receive cataract surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5186/19]

05/02/2019WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRS03800Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRS03900363. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5193/19]

05/02/2019WRS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
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vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRS04100Dental Services

05/02/2019WRS04200364. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
can gain access to denture repair through their medical card. [5204/19]

05/02/2019WRS04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRS04400Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRS04500365. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if an orthopaedic appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied). [5215/19]

05/02/2019WRS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRS04700Disability Services Provision

05/02/2019WRS04800366. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children in counties 
Laois and Offaly on the waiting list for six months or more for speech therapy. [5216/19]

05/02/2019WRS04900367. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children in counties 
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Laois and Offaly on the waiting list for 12 months or more for speech therapy. [5217/19]

05/02/2019WRS05000368. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children in counties 
Laois and Offaly on the waiting list for 18 months or more for speech therapy. [5218/19]

05/02/2019WRS05100369. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children in counties 
Laois and Offaly on the waiting list in excess of 24 months for speech therapy. [5219/19]

05/02/2019WRS05200370. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children in counties 
Laois and Offaly on the waiting list for six months or more for occupational therapy. [5220/19]

05/02/2019WRS05300371. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children in counties 
Laois and Offaly on the waiting list for 12 months or more for occupational therapy. [5221/19]

05/02/2019WRS05400372. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children in counties 
Laois and Offaly on the waiting list for 18 months or more for occupational therapy. [5222/19]

05/02/2019WRS05500373. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children in counties 
Laois and Offaly on the waiting list in excess of 24 months or more for occupational therapy. 
[5223/19]

05/02/2019WRS05600374. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of children awaiting an 
assessment of need in counties Laois and Offaly. [5224/19]

05/02/2019WRS05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 366 to 374, inclusive, together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRT00800Hospitals Data

05/02/2019WRT00900375. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who pre-
sented with respiratory conditions at the Midlands Regional Hospital, Tullamore in 2018.  
[5225/19]

05/02/2019WRT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

05/02/2019WRT01100Hospitals Data

05/02/2019WRT01200376. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who pre-
sented with respiratory conditions at Portlaoise Hospital in 2018.  [5226/19]

05/02/2019WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.
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05/02/2019WRT01400Hospital Staff Data

05/02/2019WRT01500377. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of respiratory special-
ists at Midlands Regional Hospital, Tullamore.  [5227/19]

05/02/2019WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

05/02/2019WRT01700Hospital Staff Data

05/02/2019WRT01800378. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of respiratory special-
ists at Portlaoise hospital. [5228/19]

05/02/2019WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

05/02/2019WRT02000National Maternity Hospital

05/02/2019WRT02100379. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 787 of 15 January 2019, if he will publish the details of a process (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5232/19]

05/02/2019WRT02200380. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 787 of 15 January 2019, if he is satisfied that the process in question has been duly 
scrutinised with regard to the relevant aspects of Canon Law regarding the need for Vatican 
approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5234/19]

05/02/2019WRT02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 379 and 
380 together.

St Vincent’s Healthcare Group has confirmed the process by which the Religious Sisters 
of Charity will withdraw from the Group and transfer their shareholding to a new company St 
Vincent’s Holdings CLG. The Sisters have, of course, already resigned from the Group’s Board. 
The share transfer process, and the question of the need for Vatican approval, is a matter for St 
Vincent’s Healthcare Group. 

My Department continues to engage with both the National Maternity Hospital and St Vin-
cent’s Healthcare Group in relation to the legal framework required to protect the States’ invest-
ment in the new hospital.  The overall framework being put in place will, unequivocally, cop-
per-fasten the principle that patient care in the new hospital will be delivered without religious, 
ethnic or other distinction, and that any relevant medical procedure, which is in accordance with 
the laws of the land, will be carried out at the new hospital.

05/02/2019WRT02500National Maternity Hospital

05/02/2019WRT02600381. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the public interest director 
will be part of the Holles Street or St. Vincent’s quota of directors to be nominated, in view of 
the statement that the board of the new national maternity hospital will include a public interest 
director; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [5235/19]
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05/02/2019WRT02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Given the level of State investment, I have 
sought, and received, the agreement of both the National Maternity Hospital and St Vincent’s 
Healthcare Group that the Board of the new NMH DAC will be competency based and will 
include a Public Interest representative. While the detail of same has yet to be worked through, 
the intention is that the Public Interest representative will not be drawn from either the National 
Maternity Hospital or St Vincent’s Healthcare Group representation on the Board.

My Department has been engaging with both NMH and St Vincent’s Healthcare Group in 
relation to the legal framework, which will inter alia   ensure that the State’s significant invest-
ment in the new hospital will be protected. Work to finalise the suite of legal documents is ongo-
ing with the NMH and SVHG and is expected to be completed early this year.

05/02/2019WRT02800Mental Health Policy

05/02/2019WRT02900382. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the publi-
cation of the revised mental health policy, A Vision for Change; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [5244/19]

05/02/2019WRT03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The refreshed na-
tional mental health policy ‘A Vision for Change’ is currently being drafted. It is anticipated that 
the Oversight Group will complete their work by the end of February 2019 and that the final 
published report will be submitted to Government for approval in March.

05/02/2019WRT03100Health Services Staff Data

05/02/2019WRT03200383. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide statistical 
information (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5279/19]

05/02/2019WRT03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has been requested to respond 
directly to Deputy McGrath.

05/02/2019WRT03400Health Services Data

05/02/2019WRT03500384. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time in CHO 4 
for ophthalmology assessments; the average waiting time for ophthalmology day case appoint-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5287/19]

05/02/2019WRT03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRT03700Hospital Procedures

05/02/2019WRT03800385. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 168 to 170, inclusive, of 16 January 2019, the number of persons who have under-
gone cataract surgery in each of the years 2016 to 2018; and the cost of surgery in each of these 
years.  [5299/19]

05/02/2019WRT03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are of-
ten unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this 
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regard, I am committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

Last year, under the Inpatient / Day Case Action Plan for 2018, I sought real progress to 
drive down waiting lists not only for high volume procedures, but also to treat patients with 
life-limiting conditions such as cataracts. The waiting list figures published by the NTPF for the 
end of December 2018 show that the efforts of the HSE, the NTPF and individual Hospitals are 
delivering results. The total number of Inpatient/Daycase patients waiting for a cataract proce-
dure fell from just over 10,000 in July 2017 to 6,440 by the end of 2018, a reduction of 36%. 
The numbers waiting more than 3 months for cataract surgery showed a reduction of almost 
55% in the same period, falling from 7,967 to 3,607, while those waiting more than 9 months 
fell from 4,371 to 554, a reduction of 87%.

It should be pointed out that the figures provided in PQs 168-170 of January 2019 in rela-
tion to the numbers of persons that have undergone cataract surgery from 2016 to 2018 and 
the cost of this surgery, refer to NTPF data only.  The HSE figures were not included due to an 
administrative error. Accordingly a table setting out HSE and NTPF figures is provided below 
with the following exceptions: Both the HSE and the NTPF have advised that 2018 data is still 
being finalised; The NTPF did not have a direct role in the commissioning of patient treatments 
in 2016.  At that time, the procurement of treatments was carried out by the HSE and the role 
of the NTPF was in the administration of the payments to hospitals.  The NTPF advises it can 
only provide total costs for ophthalmology, which include cataracts, as costs for cataracts are 
deemed commercially sensitive.

 HSE  Cataract cases    Cost € 
2016 11,291 25,933,653 
2017 12,520 24,169,252 
2018 HSE data not yet finalised HSE data not yet finalised
NTPF Cataract cases Ophthalmology (including cataracts) 

Cost € 
2017 2,983 5, 700,000 
2018 6,764 NTPF Annual Financial Statements 

not yet Finalised 

05/02/2019WRT04000Hospital Procedures

05/02/2019WRT04100386. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the status of proposals for 
Nenagh Hospital to become a hub for cataract surgery here; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5301/19]

05/02/2019WRT04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Last year I launched the Inpatient / Day 
Case Action Plan for 2018. Under this Plan I wanted to see real progress to drive down waiting 
lists not only for high volume procedures but also to treat patients with life-limiting procedures 
such as cataracts. 

I asked the HSE and NTPF to work together to develop sustainable solutions to tackle wait-
ing lists. One such solution was the dedicated UL Hospital Cataract Centre at Nenagh Hospital 
which I officially opened last November. This is a stand-alone high-volume consultant-led cata-
ract theatre facility which, at full capacity, will provide a 5-day service, which is expected to 
deliver 2,000 cataract procedures in 2019. This initiative will have a very positive impact, given 
its central location, by providing capacity for cataract surgery for patients on public hospital 
waiting lists in the surrounding geographical areas.
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The establishment of this dedicated centre is an excellent example of how collaboration 
between hospitals and the National Treatment Purchase Fund can result in innovative solutions 
which ultimately drive better outcomes for our patients. 

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 for inpatient, day case and outpatients shortly. This will reflect activity targets from the 
HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, to reduce waiting times across specialties and im-
prove access to appointments and procedures.  The plan will also set out activity levels for the 
NTPF in line with their increased allocation of funding totalling €75 million in 2019.

  Question No. 387 answered with Question No. 69.

05/02/2019WRU00200Medicinal Products

05/02/2019WRU00300388. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to address costs 
and commercialisation of medicines as outlined by an organisation (details supplied); if consid-
eration has been given to finding a sustainable solution to these challenges; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5304/19]

05/02/2019WRU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
overall health of Irish patients.  Securing access to new and innovative medicines in a timely 
manner is a key objective of the Irish Health Service.  Officials in my Department are aware of 
the document referred to by the Deputy.

The challenge of accessing innovative medicines at affordable prices affects all countries.  A 
constant pipeline of new medicines, whose asking prices are in many cases beyond what health 
services can afford, mean that the increase in pharmaceutical expenditure that our rapid demo-
graphic changes require is unsustainable. 

Ireland is already engaging in a number of initiatives in relation to access to medicines 
through its international agenda, most notably through its membership of the BeNeluxA initia-
tive.  The BeNeluxA collaboration seeks to enhance patients’ access to high quality and afford-
able treatments, improve the payers’ position in the market through joint negotiations, increase 
transparency on pricing between the collaborating countries, share policy expertise and focus 
on knowledge building. BeNeluxA members will work closely together to identify pragmatic 
solutions to the challenges which we all face with medicine pricing, sustainability and supply.

The four-year Framework Agreement on the Supply and Pricing of Medicines, between the 
State and the Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA), was signed in 2016. It is ex-
pected to deliver €600 million in savings in its lifetime from IPHA companies and €150 million 
in savings from non-IPHA companies. The Agreement contains a number of measures intended 
to increase sustainable drug access and supply, including setting prices relative to those in over 
half of EU member states, reviewing prices annually against the reference countries to achieve 
better value for money over a product’s lifetime and formal health technology assessment of 
new treatments to inform reimbursement decision making.

I believe that partnership with industry is a key aspect of improving access to new medi-
cines.  At the last bi-annual meeting between my Department and IPHA, a proposed dialogue 
was discussed. It is envisioned that this will take the form of a structured platform of engage-
ment, to create better patient access to new treatments. An Open Policy Forum also took place 
in November 2018 with the Departments of Health, Finance and Public Expenditure and Re-
form and IPHA.
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I look forward to more engagement with stakeholders over the course of the year, with the 
aim of building a fairer partnership between industry to help ensure that patients get sustainable 
access to new medicines in as timely a manner as possible. 

05/02/2019WRU00500Addiction Treatment Services

05/02/2019WRU00600389. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 58 of 5 December 2018, if extra resources will be committed to allow adequate 
spaces for those wishing to detox from Z-drugs in a community setting (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5305/19]

05/02/2019WRU00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

05/02/2019WRU00800Pharmaceutical Sector

05/02/2019WRU00900390. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that phar-
macy students will be in a position to be paid for their mandatory placement; his views on the 
enormous financial strain this will cause students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5318/19]

05/02/2019WRU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) 
is the pharmacy regulator in Ireland and is responsible for regulating pharmacists and pharma-
cies in the public interest. Several of the PSI’s functions under the Pharmacy Act 2007 relate to 
education, including promoting and ensuring the highest standards in education and training for 
the qualification to practise as a pharmacist, and make sure that relevant experience is gained in 
the course of that pharmacy education and training. 

In 2010 the PSI commissioned a review of the five year programme of education and train-
ing for the pharmacist qualification in Ireland. One of the recommendations included the intro-
duction of an integrated 5-year Masters level programme of education and training for pharma-
cists in line with international best practice, to replace the previous 4 year Bachelor plus 1 year 
in-service practical training programme.

 A National Forum was established to advise and assist the Council of the PSI in its over-
sight of the development and ongoing delivery of the new fully integrated programme of phar-
macy education, training and assessment. The National Forum for Pharmacy Education and 
Accreditation Interim Report of November 2013 noted that it was an essential component of 
the integrated degree that the student remain a student for the full five years of study. Under the 
previous model, students became employees during their final year. 

The PSI has advised that under the new programme structure, the entire structure, con-
tent and curriculum has integration taking place on a number of levels: within the curriculum 
through the revisiting of the theory and knowledge base as the student advances through the 
programme; and within the practice placement experiences. These practice placements are de-
signed to be workplace based learning experiences overseen by the academic institutions during 
which pharmacy students have the opportunity to contextualise their academic learning in a real 
practice setting. 

The PSI have further advised that their accreditation process involves visits to the universi-
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ties (UCC, TCD & RCSI) operating the MPharm programme, which includes meeting with rep-
resentative students at each School of Pharmacy. The accreditation teams assess the programme 
of training and education various standards, including one related to students and the supports 
available to students.

The institutions meanwhile deliver the programmes of education and training over the 5 
years of the MPharm degree, including student enrolment, academic coursework, sourcing and 
governance of placements.

I understand the PSI and the Schools have engaged over the matter and my officials have 
requested to be kept informed of developments. 

05/02/2019WRU01100General Practitioner Data

05/02/2019WRU01200391. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Health the number of general prac-
titioner full-time equivalents for the past three years by county and year in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5319/19]

05/02/2019WRU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRU01400Pharmacy Regulations

05/02/2019WRU01500392. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the concerns of dispensing pharmacists in relation to the falsified medicines directive; if the 
concerns will be taken into account; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5321/19]

05/02/2019WRU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The ‘Safety Features’ Delegated Regulation 
introduces new rules for the supply of medicines from the 9th February 2019.  These safety fea-
tures include a form of an anti-tamper device and unique identifiers embedded in a 2D barcode 
on the pack. 

The purpose of the Regulation is to benefit patient safety and maintain confidence in the 
safety of medicines supplied to them. 

A Statutory Instrument will provide that the Irish legislative system is consistent with the 
requirements of the Regulation. Nothing in the new Regulations seeks to alter the existing legal 
and regulatory responsibilities of persons authorised to place medicinal products on the market 
or to supply them to the public. It will apply to manufacturers, wholesalers and pharmacy own-
ers and pharmacists equally.  

The Regulation provided a 3-year transition period, starting in 2016, to facilitate  prepara-
tion for its introduction. Details of the requirements of the Delegated Regulation have been 
communicated to all sectors throughout this period by the Irish Medicines Verification Office, 
the Health Products Regulatory Authority, the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland and the Irish 
Pharmaceutical Union. 

I recognise concerns raised by stakeholders regarding the practical implementation of  the 
Regulation. I also want to ensure that, above all, the normal supply of medicines to patients is 
maintained.  I therefore intend to implement the system in a pragmatic manner and defer operat-
ing the offences provisions in the legislation for an initial period.
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This will allow everyone involved to develop familiarity with the new arrangements and 
overcome any teething issues before we proceed to introduction of the provisions that deal with 
offences.

05/02/2019WRU01700Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRU01800393. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the status of the availability and 
national distribution of termination of pregnancy services in hospital settings; the number of 
hospitals providing termination of pregnancy services under sections 9 to 12, inclusive, of the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; the adequacy of hospitals to meet 
demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5324/19]

05/02/2019WRU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

05/02/2019WRU02000Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRU02100394. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the legal guidance that has been 
provided to hospitals, general practitioners and specialist reproductive healthcare providers 
participating in termination of pregnancy services to support the implementation of the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5325/19]

05/02/2019WRU02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, I published the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 on 1 October 2018.  The Act was 
passed by the Houses of the Oireachtas on 13 December 2018 and signed into law by the Presi-
dent on 20 December 2018.  

The Act makes it clear that termination of pregnancy may be carried out in cases where there 
is a risk to the life, or of serious harm to the health, of the pregnant woman; where there is a risk 
to the life, or of serious harm to the health, of the pregnant woman in an emergency situation; 
where there is a condition present which is likely to lead to the death of the foetus either before 
or within 28 days of birth; and without restriction up to 12 weeks of pregnancy.

Following the enactment of the legislation, I signed a number of Statutory Instruments into 
law on 21 December last.  These include the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) 
Act 2018 (Certification) Regulations 2018, which sets out the form to be used by medical prac-
titioners who are certifying that a termination may be carried out; the Health (Regulation of Ter-
mination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (Applications for Review) Regulations 2018, which sets out 
the form to be used where a person wishes to apply for a review of a medical decision; and the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (Notifications) Regulations 2018, 
which sets out the form to be used by medical practitioners when notifying me, as Minister, that 
a termination of pregnancy has been carried out. 

Services for termination of pregnancy commenced on 1 January 2019.

05/02/2019WRU02300Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRU02400395. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the status of the availability to 
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women of a choice of method of abortion; the availability nationally of surgical termination of 
pregnancy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5326/19]

05/02/2019WRU02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

05/02/2019WRU02600Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

05/02/2019WRU02700396. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the progress in relation to 
the provision of a health centre on Inisbofin, County Galway; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5339/19]

05/02/2019WRU02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to 
you directly in relation to this matter.

05/02/2019WRU02900HSE Reports

05/02/2019WRU03000397. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if a publication (details supplied) 
was funded by the HSE or from a hospital group budget and if so, the full cost of the publication 
from marketing and distribution costs, including distribution through all media formats includ-
ing press. [5346/19]

05/02/2019WRU03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

05/02/2019WRU03200HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

05/02/2019WRU03300398. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the agency spend on nurs-
es in 2018. [5383/19]

05/02/2019WRU03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this.

05/02/2019WRU03500Oireachtas Joint Committee Reports

05/02/2019WRU03600399. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the progress made to date on the 
recommendation in the Report on Tackling Childhood Obesity by the Oireachtas Joint Com-
mittee on Children and Youth Affairs (details supplied); the amount of funding allocated to 
progress research to better identify obesity hotspots; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [52340/18]

05/02/2019WRU03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): A Healthy 
Weight for Ireland’, the Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP), was launched in September 
2016 under the auspices of the Healthy Ireland agenda. 

The OPAP covers a ten year period up to 2025 and aims to reverse obesity trends, prevent 
health complications and reduce the overall burden for individuals, families, the health system, 
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and the wider society and economy. Indeed it must be emphasised that every sector of our soci-
ety has a role in reducing the burden of obesity and the OPAP clearly acknowledges this.

The OPAP prescribed short-term (five-year) targets for overweight and obesity as follows:

- a sustained downward trend (averaging 0.5% per annum as measured by the Healthy Ire-
land Survey) in the level of excess weight averaged across all adults

- a sustained downward trend [averaging 0.5% per annum as measured by the Childhood 
Obesity Surveillance Initiative (COSI)] in the level of excess weight in children, and

- a reduction in the gap in obesity levels between the highest and lowest socioeconomic 
groups by 10%, as measured by the Healthy Ireland and COSI surveys.

The annual cost of the Healthy Ireland Survey, which collects data on a wide range of health 
and wellbeing issues including those relevant to the OPAP, under current contractual arrange-
ments will be €719,346 (€884,796 including VAT). Through grants, the HSE provides support 
for the operations of the National Nutrition Surveillance Centre to coordinate COSI.

The OPAP policy prescribed ‘Ten Steps Forward’ that would be taken to prevent overweight 
and obesity. A new Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group was established in October 
2017. The current position with implementing some of these is as follows:

1.   Embed multi-sectoral actions on obesity prevention with the support of government de-
partments and public sector agencies

An Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group (OPIOG) has been established under 
the Chair of the Department of Health. It is comprised of representatives from the following 
Departments and Agencies: Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs; Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; De-
partment of Education and Skills; Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government; 
University College Cork; the Food Safety Authority of Ireland; the Health Service Executive 
(HSE) - including the National Clinical Lead for Obesity; and Safefood. The OPIOG held its 
inaugural meeting in October 2017 with further meetings arranged at agreed intervals for the 
purposes of providing oversight to the implementation of the national Obesity Policy & Action 
Plan (OPAP). 

At its next meeting, the OPIOG will consider the Report on Tackling Childhood Obesity 
from the Joint Oireachtas  Committee on Children and Youth Affairs for the purposes of, among 
others, aligning both sets of recommendations. In the meantime, the preparation of a Progress 
Report on the implementation of OPAP is continuing so that it can be considered at this next 
OPIOG meeting. The development of an annual bulletin or score card to evaluate progress in 
relation to the national Obesity Plan and dissemination of results, has also been initiated.

The OPAP recommended that proposals be developed relating to the rollout of evidence 
based fiscal measures, including a levy on sugar-sweetened drinks, in support of healthy eating. 
As the Deputy is aware the Sugar-Sweetened Drinks Tax commenced on the 1st of May 2018. 
It represents a positive step in our national policy to deal with the problem of obesity.

2. Regulate for a healthier environment

The development of legislation for calorie posting to support people to make healthy choic-
es is underway by the Department of Health. Currently, a behaviour study on how best to make 
the posting of calories meaningful to customers and more likely to impact on their behaviours 
is being finalised by the ESRI. 
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A number of Government policies aim to support the design and development of built envi-
ronments that enhance health, wellbeing and quality of life for all. The National Physical Activ-
ity Plan (NPAP) and OPAP both require that joint action is taken to promote the importance of 
physical activity and to reduce the obesogenic nature of the built environment.

In line with Actions 31 of the NPAP and 2.1 of the OPAP, which commit to developing 
guidelines and support materials for those working in developing the built environment in order 
to promote the importance of physical activity, and Action 59 of the NPAP which commits to 
developing a programme of on-going stakeholder communication and engagement, a Stake-
holder Forum was held on the 21st of November last. 

The event was planned in partnership, with substantial input from three Government De-
partments, (Health; Transport, Tourism and Sport; and Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment). Work will progress in 2019 based on the outcomes of the forum’s discussions.

3. Secure appropriate support from the commercial sector to play its part in obesity preven-
tion.

At its inaugural meeting, the OPIOG agreed to establish two sub-groups for Reformulation 
and Healthy Eating. Both sub-groups have met on a number of occasions since being estab-
lished and agreed their Terms of Reference.

The Reformulation sub-group is technical in its work programme. The work of the sub-group 
will primarily set targets on reformulation of food and drink. It will also make recommenda-
tions on addressing reduction of portion sizes and on monitoring and validation procedures.

One of the priority actions under Step 3 of the OPAP was to ‘Establish a forum for meaning-
ful engagement with industry on best practice initiatives towards a healthy food environment’. 
It is intended to progress this action under the auspices of the OPIOG. And in this regard, a 
workshop between the Reformulation sub-group of the OPIOG and Food Sector Stakehold-
ers on reformulation took place last September. This workshop provided an opportunity for 
detailed engagement with key Food Sector Stakeholders on the challenges and opportunities of 
reformulation in the interest of promoting the health and wellbeing of the population. Another 
similar engagement has been scheduled for late February.

A code of practice for food and beverages promotion, marketing and sponsorship has also 
been developed involving representatives from the food industry, advertising sector, statutory 
agencies, and various Government Departments. It was chaired by the former CEO of the statu-
tory Food Safety Authority of Ireland, and published in 2018. Work on the implementation of 
the Codes of Practice is continuing.

4.    Implement a strategic and sustained communications strategy that empowers individu-
als, communities and service providers to become obesity aware and equipped to change, with 
a particular focus on families with children in the early years.

The Healthy Ireland 2018 communications and citizen engagement campaign sought to 
encourage people to make small, healthy changes under the themes of Healthy Eating, Physi-
cal Activity and Mental Wellbeing, and to link them with partner organisations and initiatives 
providing information and support. This campaign will continue in 2019.

In addition, under Healthy Ireland, the Department, safe  food and the HSE run a campaign 
called START which  aims to inspire, empower and support parents to start building and persist 
with healthy lifestyle habits in the family to prevent childhood obesity.

5.   The Department of Health, through Healthy Ireland, will provide leadership, engage 
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and co-ordinate multi-sectoral action and implement best practice in the governance of the 
Obesity Policy and Action Plan.

As referred to at step 1 above, an Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group was 
established to oversee implementation. New Healthy Eating Guidelines, Food Pyramid and 
supporting resources have already been published, disseminated and communicated in 2017, 
including dissemination of the new Guidelines to all primary and post-primary schools. 

Work has also commenced on developing Healthy Eating Guidelines for the 1-5 year old 
age group. As a first step in this work, the Scientific Committee of the Food Safety Authority 
of Ireland (FSAI) is currently developing scientific recommendations for food based dietary 
guidelines for 1 to 5 year olds.

New Nutrition Standards for schools, with an initial focus on school meal programmes 
funded by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, have also been devel-
oped. These Nutrition Standards were published in September 2017. The Nutrition Standards 
were developed by the Department of Health with the assistance of safe  food and the Health 
Service Executive, in cooperation with the members of the School Meals Programme in the 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection and the Department of Education 
and Skills. 

6.   Mobilise the health services to better prevent and address overweight and obesity through 
effective community-based health promotion programmes, training and skills development and 
through enhanced systems for detection and referrals of overweight and obese patients at pri-
mary care level.

A Healthy Eating, Active Living Programme has been established as a Policy Priority Pro-
gramme within the HSE and a three-year plan for the programme has been finalised. The GP 
contract for the provision of free care to children under 6 years, already provides that the medi-
cal practitioner shall take an active approach toward promoting health and preventing disease 
through the provision of periodic assessments to child patients. 

The HSE is also implementing a Breastfeeding Action Plan and a new Making Every Con-
tact Count brief intervention framework which aims to capitalise on the opportunities that occur 
every day within the health service to support people to make healthy lifestyle choices.

 On the issue of nutrition in hospitals, the HSE, in conjunction with the Department of 
Health and Healthy Ireland, is to roll out a new Food, Nutrition and Hydration Policy for pa-
tients in acute hospitals in the coming months. A Clinical Specialist Dietitian was appointed to 
work across Acute Hospital Services to lead on the development of a National Food, Nutrition 
and Hydration Policy. A team working at national level, composed of all relevant staff including 
catering, (managers and chefs), dietitians, management, medical, nursing , occupational thera-
py and speech and language have worked together to develop the policy. Support and guidance 
to aid implementation of the policy will be provided in an accompanying toolkit. The policy and 
toolkit are due for publication and implementation over the coming months. 

7. Develop a service model for specialist care for children and adults.

A National Clinical Lead for Obesity was appointed in 2017. This appointment is impor-
tant in further advancing the implementation of many of the recommendations in the OPAP 
including the development of a national integrated service model for the health and social care 
of overweight and obese people and for developing quality assurance guidance for obesity ser-
vices. 

8.   Acknowledge the key role of physical activity in the prevention of overweight and obesity.



Questions - Written Answers

170

‘Get Ireland Active! The National Physical Activity Plan for Ireland’ (NPAP) is one of the 
key developments arising from Healthy Ireland, and implementation of that Plan is well under-
way in collaboration with the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and a range of other 
stakeholders. An updated progress report on the implementation of the NPAP will be published 
in Q1 2019.

9.   Allocate resources according to need, in particular to those population groups most 
in need of support in the prevention and management of obesity, with particular emphasis on 
families and children during the first 1,000 days of life

The implementation of the Healthy Eating and Active Living Plan within the HSE is sup-
porting work in the education sector, as well as with parents, families and communities in 
delivering a more co-ordinated approach to prevention and early intervention in child obesity.  

Question No. 400 answered with Question No. 94.

05/02/2019WRU03800Hospitals Funding

05/02/2019WRU03900401. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the level of funding included 
in budget 2019 and the HSE National Service Plan 2019 for equipping and staffing the 40 bed 
modular unit at South Tipperary General Hospital in view of the reply to Topical Issue no.3 on 
29 January 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5422/19]

05/02/2019WRU04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

  Question No. 402 answered with Question No. 69.

05/02/2019WRU04100Disabilities Assessments

05/02/2019WRU04200403. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his views on the failure of the HSE 
to complete assessment of needs for children with disabilities within a reasonable timeframe 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52343/18]

05/02/2019WRU04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRU04400Disabilities Assessments

05/02/2019WRU04500404. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the mode of operation in relation 
to assessment of needs in view of the fact that parents are reporting mixed messages from his 
Department (details supplied) in relation to procedure; if the new standard operating procedure 
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remains suspended; the measures being taken to clear the substantial waiting lists for an assess-
ment of needs; the reason some assessments are being outsourced to private contractors while 
other parents are being informed that there is no budget to do so; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [52344/18]

05/02/2019WRU04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of 
life for people with disabilities.    As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have 
arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply 
to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRU04700Disabilities Assessments

05/02/2019WRU04800405. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that some parents are being refused an assessment of need following the parent ques-
tionnaire stage in view of the fact that English is not their first language or there may be literacy 
difficulties and they may not have the necessary skills to recognise the red flags of disability; 
if his attention has been further drawn to the need for professionals to review the child as best 
practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [52345/18]

05/02/2019WRU04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRU05000Services for People with Disabilities

05/02/2019WRU05100406. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to prevent the 
closure of a society (details supplied); his views on the potential loss to the deaf community of 
the only national representation and advocacy organisation should the society close; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [4170/19]

05/02/2019WRU05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

People with disabilities, including those who are deaf, hard of hearing and deafblind, can 
access the broad range of Acute Care, Primary Care and Community based services that are 
provided by the HSE. They can also avail of specialist disability services, which are provided in 
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a variety of community and residential settings in partnership with service users, their families 
and carers and a range of statutory, non-statutory and community groups.

There are a number of non-statutory organisations specifically focussed on addressing the 
needs of the deaf community. Services offered include family and support services, assistive 
technology and assistive listening devices, communication therapy and lip-reading classes, in-
formation and advice, sign language classes, and a mental health and deafness service. 

Most of these organisations receive funding from the HSE, either through local grants of 
varying amounts and/or direct funding. The HSE had 35 separate service level agreements with 
organisations providing services for the deaf or hard of hearing in 2018.

I am aware of the financial difficulties that the Irish Deaf Society is currently experiencing 
and the concerns regarding its future sustainability.  

The Irish Deaf Society focuses its service delivery on advocacy, training and development 
as distinct from the delivery of health and social care supports to the deaf community and for 
this reason, it does not receive core-funding from the Health Vote. However, there are a num-
ber of other funding options available to the Irish Deaf Society. It has received funding, in the 
past, from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and the Department of 
Education & Skills. It has also received grants from the Department of Justice and Equality and 
the National Lottery.  

I am currently working with colleagues in Government to see if this issue can be resolved 
and I remain hopeful of a positive outcome.

05/02/2019WRU05300Hospital Appointments Status

05/02/2019WRU05400407. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect to receive an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5455/19]

05/02/2019WRU05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRV00200Sign Language and Deaf Services

05/02/2019WRV00300408. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be pro-
vided in order that a service (details supplied) will not be forced to close; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5456/19]
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05/02/2019WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I am aware of 
the financial difficulties that the Irish Deaf Society is currently experiencing and the concerns 
regarding its future sustainability.

The Irish Deaf Society focuses its service delivery on advocacy, training and development 
as distinct from the delivery of health and social care supports to the deaf community and for 
this reason, it does not receive core funding from the Health Vote.  However, there are a num-
ber of other funding options available to the Irish Deaf Society. It has received funding in the 
past from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government and the Department of 
Education and Skills. It has also received grants from the Department of Justice and Equality 
and the National Lottery.

I am currently working with colleagues in Government to see if this issue can be resolved 
and I remain hopeful of a positive outcome.

05/02/2019WRV00500Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

05/02/2019WRV00600409. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the reason the South Inner City 
Local Drug and Alcohol Task Force cut the funding to a project (details supplied) when its ser-
vice provision has increased from the time the funding was last approved; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5469/19]

05/02/2019WRV00700410. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health how an organisation which is run-
ning multiple services that either seek to prevent drug use, provide counselling to those in-
volved in addiction or educate on the dangers of addiction and which employs more than 50 
persons can be expected to function without a centralised co-ordinator; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5470/19]

05/02/2019WRV00800411. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the process to appeal the decision 
to cut funding for a project (details supplied) in view of the fact that efforts to engage directly 
with the South Inner City Drugs and Alcohol Task Force have proved fruitless; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5471/19]

05/02/2019WRV00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 409 to 411, inclusive, together.

The project referred to by the Deputy is funded by the Health Service Executive. I have 
therefore asked the Executive to investigate the matter and reply directly to him.

05/02/2019WRV01200Vaccination Programme

05/02/2019WRV01300412. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details 
supplied) regarding the Gardasil vaccine. [5476/19]

05/02/2019WRV01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Products Regulatory Author-
ity (HPRA) has advised that the use of aluminium hydroxide and aluminium phosphate as 
adjuvants in products for specific immunotherapy is established for several decades and the 
substances are defined in the European Pharmacopoeia.  The incorporation of aluminium hy-
droxyphosphate sulphate into the formulation for Gardasil is aimed at enhancing, accelerating 
and prolonging the specific immune response towards the vaccine antigens (purified proteins 
for four types of the human papillomavirus).  The content of aluminium in Gardasil is well be-
low the upper limit specified in the European Pharmacopoeia.
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Adverse reactions (side effects) known to occur in association with Gardasil are outlined in 
the authorised product information (Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) and Package 
Leaflet (PL)).  The SmPC is intended for healthcare professionals, and the PL is intended for 
patients and care-givers.  Gardasil is contraindicated in patients with known hypersensitivity to 
the active ingredients or the excipients listed in the product information.  All new and emerging 
safety data related to Gardasil is assessed to continuously monitor its safety, and routine ongo-
ing pharmacovigilance activities are in place to review any new safety signals identified, pub-
lished literature, or data from any other source of information.  In addition, cumulative safety 
data are assessed at regular intervals to support evaluation of the overall benefit-risk balance 
of the vaccines.  Where necessary and appropriate, the outcome of these assessments results in 
updates to the product information (SmPC and PL).

05/02/2019WRV01500Hospital Appointments Status

05/02/2019WRV01600413. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect to receive a date for a procedure at St. James’s Hospital, 
Dublin 8; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5477/19]

05/02/2019WRV01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRV01800Services for People with Disabilities

05/02/2019WRV01900414. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the support services in place in 
County Donegal for those in foster care transitioning from Tusla services on reaching 18 years 
of age requiring mental health and disability services; if such services are provided without a 
break in service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5478/19]

05/02/2019WRV02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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05/02/2019WRV02100Services for People with Disabilities

05/02/2019WRV02200415. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if financial support is provided 
in County Donegal to foster parents for those in care on reaching 18 years of age that they con-
tinue to care for into adulthood and require mental health and disability services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5479/19]

05/02/2019WRV02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Depart-
ment of Health is responsible for setting the policy regarding the provision of health services, 
including those for people with disabilities and/or mental health issues and these services are 
provided through the HSE. The policy having regard to the payment of Foster Care Allowances 
comes under the remit of my colleague Deputy Katherine Zappone, Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs.

05/02/2019WRV02400Mental Health Policy

05/02/2019WRV02500416. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of officials in 
his Department who specialise in mental health policy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5481/19]

05/02/2019WRV02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Mental Health Unit of my Department 
is responsible for all aspects of Mental Health policy as it relates to health services.

There are currently eleven officials working in the Department’s Mental Health Unit.

05/02/2019WRV02700Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRV02800417. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to provide 
free access to termination of pregnancy services for women from Northern Ireland; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5491/19]

05/02/2019WRV02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy knows, I am very much aware 
of the concerns that women in Northern Ireland have in relation to access to termination of 
pregnancy, which are similar to those which women in the Republic faced prior to the recent 
change in the law here. I believe it is welcome that women who live in Northern Ireland can 
now access termination services in this jurisdiction.

However, under the Health Act 1970, eligibility for public health services is based on a 
person being ordinarily resident in the State. This is the bedrock upon which our eligibility 
system for health services, and indeed many other public services, is founded. The necessary 
provisions were made in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 to en-
able universal access for women living in the State to the services in question without charge.  
Women who live in Northern Ireland can access termination services in this jurisdiction but 
would, in effect, be doing so as private patients and would be subject to charges in this regard.

While I share the Deputy’s wish to facilitate access without charge to termination-of-preg-
nancy services to women from Northern Ireland, such a proposal raises a number of legal and 
policy issues.  I have had some initial discussion with the Attorney General about the matter.  
He has indicated that as a proposition along these lines appears not to have been considered 
before, it would require detailed examination.  I therefore intend to undertake such an examina-
tion of the issues, in conjunction with the Attorney General and other Government colleagues 
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as necessary.

I was glad to be able to meet groups working on this issue with the Deputy and look forward 
to doing so again.

05/02/2019WRV03000Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRV03100418. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if pharmacies that have in-
dicated their willingness to participate in termination of pregnancy services have now been 
authorised to dispense the relevant medications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5492/19]

05/02/2019WRV03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRV03300Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRV03400419. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the availability 
and national distribution of termination of pregnancy services in hospital settings; the number 
of hospitals providing termination of pregnancy services under sections 9 to 12, inclusive, of 
the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 and their adequacy to meet de-
mand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5493/19]

05/02/2019WRV03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRV03600Abortion Services Provision

05/02/2019WRV03700420. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if guidance has been issued 
to general practitioners who are not participating in termination of pregnancy services on the 
model of care and the referral pathways to those who are participating in the provision of the 
new service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5494/19]

05/02/2019WRV03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy’s question relates to a service 
matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRV03900Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRV04000421. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to improve 
access to contraception in 2019; if this includes measures to remove the cost barrier to accessing 
long-acting reversible contraceptives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5495/19]

05/02/2019WRV04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Work is continuing on the implementation 
of the ancillary recommendations of the Joint Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the 
Constitution. This includes exploring issues associated with enhancing access to contraception, 
with a view to developing evidence-based policy in this area.
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Preparations are ongoing for the initial expansion of free access to condoms in 2019. Con-
dom use has the advantage of reducing both crisis pregnancies and sexually transmitted infec-
tions.

05/02/2019WRV04200Hospital Staff

05/02/2019WRV04300422. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to an ongoing dispute between maintenance staff and management at Mayo University Hospi-
tal; if so, his plans in place to resolve the dispute; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5501/19]

05/02/2019WRV04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRV04500Hospital Staff Data

05/02/2019WRV04600423. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the cost of maintenance con-
tractors and agency workers for maintenance at Mayo University Hospital in each of the years 
2016 to 2018, inclusive, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5502/19]

05/02/2019WRV04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRV04800Services for People with Disabilities

05/02/2019WRV04900424. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that a child 
(details supplied) has their assessment of needs carried out; when they will be provided with 
services by the early intervention team; if they can receive speech and language therapy, psy-
chology services and occupational therapy in the meantime; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5504/19]

05/02/2019WRV05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRV05100EU Directives

05/02/2019WRV05200425. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health if the medical provi-
sions of the basic safety standards directive have now been finalised; if a proposal (details sup-
plied) has been accepted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5509/19]

05/02/2019WRV05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Having considered all the advices received, 
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I recently signed regulations transposing the medical provisions of the Basic Safety Standards 
Directive (BSSD), the purpose of which is to protect the public, patients, workers and others 
from all forms of ionising radiation. The regulations were published on 15 January 2019.

The regulations designate those who may refer for radiological tests, those who may carry 
them out and other functions; nurses, doctors, dentists and radiographers are designated as ap-
propriate. Chiropractors are not designated in the regulations.

The issue of statutory regulation raised by chiropractors will be the subject of work facili-
tated by CORU involving a risk assessment of a number of professions seeking such regulation 
later this year.  Based on this assessment of risk to the public, recommendations will follow 
regarding professions to be statutorily regulated. It should be noted that not all statutorily regu-
lated professions are designated for the purposes of the BSSD.

05/02/2019WRW00200Physiotherapy Provision

05/02/2019WRW00300426. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Health when paediatric physiother-
apy services will be made available to a child (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5511/19]

05/02/2019WRW00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRW00500Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRW00600427. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if a full review of the medical 
needs of a person (details supplied) will be carried out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5523/19]

05/02/2019WRW00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this question 
relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service 
Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

05/02/2019WRW00800Medical Card Eligibility

05/02/2019WRW00900428. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if all Travellers will be pro-
vided with a medical card, in view of the perceived level of Traveller health inequalities that 
exist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5524/19]

05/02/2019WRW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the provisions of the Health Act 1970 
(as amended), eligibility for health services in Ireland is based primarily on residency and 
means. The Act provides that persons who are unable, without undue hardship, to arrange GP 
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services for themselves and family can qualify for full eligibility (a medical card). The HSE 
can only award medical cards in accordance with the Health Act and, therefore, it must assess 
applicants on the overall financial situation of the applicant and his or her spouse or partner. 

The HSE is obliged to operate within the legal parameters as set out in the Health Act, while 
also responding to the variety of circumstances and complexities faced by individuals who ap-
ply for a medical card. Under the legislation, there has never been an entitlement to a medical 
card based on having a particular disease or illness. The HSE gives effect to this legislation 
through its Medical Card National Assessment Guidelines.  

The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Need and Medical Card Eligibility examined the issue 
of awarding medical cards on the basis of illness and concluded that it was not feasible, desir-
able, nor ethically justifiable to list medical conditions in priority order for medical card eligi-
bility.  The Expert Group also concluded that a person’s means should remain the main qualifier 
for a medical card.  This position remains unchanged. 

Nevertheless, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to 
support applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the 
difficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines.  
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs aris-
ing from an illness. Social and medical issues are considered when determining whether undue 
hardship exists for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical services. The 
HSE affords applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting information documentation to 
fully take account of all the relevant circumstances that may benefit them in the assessment 
including medical evidence of cost and necessary expenses.

The HSE also has a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to emer-
gency situations i.e. in circumstances where persons are in need of urgent or on-going medical 
care that they cannot afford and also for persons in palliative care who are terminally ill.

05/02/2019WRW01100Addiction Treatment Services

05/02/2019WRW01200429. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons treated 
for gambling addiction in each of the years from 2007 to 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5525/19]

05/02/2019WRW01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

05/02/2019WRW01400Addiction Treatment Services

05/02/2019WRW01500430. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a dedicated nationwide gam-
bling prevalence survey will be undertaken to identify the number of problem gamblers here, 
ascertain the scale of problem gambling and put the correct supports in place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5526/19]

05/02/2019WRW01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The Drug 
Use in Ireland and Northern Ireland, Drugs Prevalence Survey 2014/2015 contains data on 
prevalence rates on gambling. A section on gambling was included in this survey for the first 
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time at the request of the Department of Justice and Equality. This prevalence survey is a gen-
eral population survey and is intended to reflect drug use and gambling in the general popula-
tion.  For the purposes of this survey, the general population is taken to mean those aged 15+ 
and normally residing in households in Ireland and Northern Ireland. It does not include those 
residing in institutions such as prisons, residential care, nursing homes, hospitals etc. 

The results from the survey are published on the Department of Health website www.health.
gov.ie. This showed prevalence rates for gambling of 64.4% in the last year and of 40.7% in the 
last month.

A detailed analysis of gambling prevalence has been completed and will be published as a 
separate bulletin in the near future. This will provide information on the common forms of gam-
bling, the proportion spending over €250 per annum on gambling, the prevalence of gambling 
by age, gender and socio-economic group, and the extent of problem gambling. 

The Health Research Board is currently administering the drugs prevalence survey for 
2018/2019 on behalf of the Department of Health. This survey will again contain data on gam-
bling prevalence, with an extended range of questions.  

Responsibility for government policy on gambling lies with the Department of Justice and 
Equality. A review of government policy is being undertaken by my colleague, David Stanton 
T.D., Minister of State for Equality, Immigration and Integration at the Department of Justice 
and Equality. It is important that the prevalence of gambling, especially problem gambling, is 
monitored by Government. I look forward to sharing the results with Minister Stanton and other 
interested parties.

05/02/2019WRW01700Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

05/02/2019WRW01800431. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent posts employed by the Health Service Executive in the child and adolescent men-
tal health services, CAMHS, in north and south County Tipperary; the number of whole-time 
equivalent vacancies in County Tipperary CAMHS; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5527/19]

05/02/2019WRW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRW02000Health Services

05/02/2019WRW02100432. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a facility 
(details supplied); the number of beds in the service; if the HSE plans to close the service; if 
so, the service which will replace it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5528/19]

05/02/2019WRW02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRW02300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision
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05/02/2019WRW02400433. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve and expand 
CAMHS in County Tipperary in view of the need for service improvement; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5529/19]

05/02/2019WRW02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRW02600Medicinal Products Availability

05/02/2019WRW02700434. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of the provi-
sion of the drug Savitex; when he expects the assessment to be finalised; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5538/19]

05/02/2019WRW02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the pricing and reimburse-
ment of medicines; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and direct 
reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRW02900Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

05/02/2019WRW03000435. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the Health Products Regulatory 
Authority’s equivalent of black box warnings apply to morcellators sold here. [5542/19]

05/02/2019WRW03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medical devices placed on the Irish or Eu-
ropean market must conform to the requirements of the relevant European legislation. These 
require that medical devices perform safely while achieving the purpose intended by the medi-
cal device manufacturer. The risk classification of a device influences the level of specific as-
sessment of a medical device’s conformity with the legal requirements that is conducted and in 
the case of morcellators, a manufacturer must have the conformity to the requirements verified 
by a third party, namely a notified body for medical devices. 

Once the notified body has satisfactorily completed its assessment it issues a certificate 
to the manufacturer who can then label their device with a CE mark. Medical devices which 
are appropriately CE marked may be freely placed on the European market. A notified body, 
once appropriately competent, in any European country can issue a certificate which allows the 
manufacturer to place the device on the market without further national authorisation. 

Officials in my Department have queried this matter with the Health Products Regulatory 
Authority (HPRA), who understand that the black box warning referenced to in this question 
relates to a FDA warning issued in April 2014 that discouraged the use of laparoscopic power 
morcellation during hysterectomy or myomectomy for uterine fibroids and advised that such 
use poses a risk of spreading unsuspected cancerous tissue, notably uterine sarcomas, beyond 
the uterus. Subsequently, following a public Advisory Committee meeting, the FDA also rec-
ommended that manufacturers of laparoscopic powered morcellators with a general indication 
or a specific gynaecologic indication prominently include a number of contraindications and a 
boxed warning in their product labelling.

In May 2014 the HPRA (then the Irish Medicines Board) wrote to Consultant Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists via their professional associations (Royal College of Physicians in Ireland 
and Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland) highlighting the April 2014 FDA communication 
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and requesting feedback on the information outlined in the FDA communication. The HPRA 
also coordinated with the European Commission and other European Competent Authorities 
to issue a letter to all medical device notified bodies in Europe highlighting that the FDA had 
requested that manufacturers of these products include contraindications and warnings on their 
product instructions and labelling. Notified bodies were requested to consider this potential 
risk in their review of manufacturers’ technical documentation and any updated product infor-
mation, including labelling and instructions for use. Please note that within the context of the 
HPRA’s role as designating authority for the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI), 
HPRA communicated this issue to NSAI in November 2015.

05/02/2019WRW03200Hospital Deaths

05/02/2019WRW03300436. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of women here who 
have died in the past decade within a year of having hysterectomies by morcellation. [5543/19]

05/02/2019WRW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible

05/02/2019WRW03500Hospitals Data

05/02/2019WRW03600437. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
posed name change of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5547/19]

05/02/2019WRW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly.

05/02/2019WRW03800Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRW03900438. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
in County Clare will have an assessment and ultrasound in the urology department of Univer-
sity Hospital Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5564/19]

05/02/2019WRW04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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05/02/2019WRW04100Hospital Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRW04200439. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5566/19]

05/02/2019WRW04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRW04400Autism Support Services

05/02/2019WRW04500440. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans to address a waiting 
list for autism services (details supplied); his plans to appoint additional staff to the service; 
his plans for budget increases for the services; the alternatives available for those awaiting the 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5574/19]

05/02/2019WRW04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRW04700Ethics in Public Office Legislation

05/02/2019WRW04800441. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if measures are in place to pro-
vide for a statutory declaration by consultants, clinicians and other medical practitioners who 
receive gifts or donations from pharmaceutical and other companies involved in the healthcare 
sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5582/19]

05/02/2019WRW04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Ethics in Public Office Acts, posi-
tions in the Health Service Executive across all grade categories and work streams where the 
minimum salary point is equal to or above the minimum point of Grade VIII, including medical 
doctors, must provide a disclosure of interest, which could influence them in the performance 
of their official duties. The Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPO) publishes guidelines 
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to ensure compliance with the legislation. 

The Irish Pharmacy Healthcare Association (IPHA) has a Code of Practice in place which 
requires all IPHA member companies to disclose payments, collaborations and other transfers 
of values made to healthcare professionals and healthcare organisations. Disclosable activities 
include medical conferences; clinical trials and research and patient education and awareness 
initiatives, as well as specific interactions such as research and medical grants.  While full 
disclosure is given in relation to healthcare organisations, disclosure of interactions with indi-
vidual healthcare professionals requires consent. Consent is encouraged but in its absence an 
aggregate figure for an unnamed professional is published. 

Regulation of medical doctors is undertaken by the Medical Council. The Medical Council 
has a guide published in 2016, the Guide to Professional Conduct and Ethics for Registered 
Medical Practitioners.  While the Guide is not a legal code, it sets out the principles of profes-
sional practice and conduct that all medical doctors registered with the Medical Council are 
expected to follow. The Guide advises that doctors ‘should not accept gifts (including hospital-
ity) from pharmaceutical, medical devices or other commercial enterprises’. In May 2018 the 
Medical Council issued updated guidance for registered medical practitioners on relationships 
between doctors and industry which covers a number of issues such as gifts, sponsorship and 
hospitality.

05/02/2019WRW05000Home Care Packages Provision

05/02/2019WRW05100442. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the additional funding allocated to 
the HSE to reduce the waiting lists and waiting times for home support services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5585/19]

05/02/2019WRW05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

05/02/2019WRW05300Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/02/2019WRW05400443. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an outpatient appointment in children’s hospitals in Dublin (details supplied) for more than 
18 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5586/19]

05/02/2019WRW05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are of-
ten unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this 
regard, I am committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health, Health Service Executive (HSE) and Na-
tional Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 shortly. This will 
set out commitments aimed at improving access for patients waiting for hospital operations or 
procedures, as well as patients waiting for a first Outpatient appointment. 

As of the end of December 2018, there were 45,595 patients awaiting an outpatient ap-
pointment for the Children’s Hospital Group. Of these 51% (23,492) were waiting less than 9 
months, while 25% (11,288) were waiting more than 18 months. 

A key element of the 2019 Access Plan is the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List 
which remains a significant challenge. The HSE, in line with the National Service Plan 2019 
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will provide 3.3 million outpatient appointments, more than 1 million of which will be first 
outpatient appointments. 

In 2019, the HSE will focus in particular on specialties with a high volume of referrals and 
large proportions of long-waiting patients including ENT and Dermatology. In addition, the 
NTPF, with an increased allocation totalling €75 million in 2019, will fund an additional 40,000 
first outpatient appointments through weekend and out of hour’s clinics and ‘see and treat’ clin-
ics. 

The NTPF will deliver this additional activity in the health service by working with hospital 
groups and individual hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of 
patients treated in both a public and private capacity. In this context, in 2018 the NTPF ap-
proved 504 Outpatient appointments for Temple Street as part of an initiative to support imple-
mentation of an extended working day in the hospital. The NTPF have also met with Children’s 
Health Ireland (CHI) to review Outpatient proposals covering the specialties of Cardiology, 
Ophthalmology, and Dental Surgery.  

CHI advises that it has implemented a number of new and innovative initiatives to improve 
access to outpatient appointments for patients across a range of specialties including cardiol-
ogy, dermatology, and orthopaedics. This includes additional clinics in ENT and dermatology, 
the appointment of additional staff in general paediatrics and ophthalmology, and the use of 
virtual assessment clinics for rheumatology. 

In addition, the establishment of the Outpatient and Urgent Care Centre at Connolly Hos-
pital in 2019 will result in 6,350 outpatient appointments being issued for the new facility next 
year, with projected full year outpatient attendance of 15,240 in subsequent years.

05/02/2019WRX00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Data

05/02/2019WRX00300444. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units in 2018. [5601/19]

05/02/2019WRX00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRX00500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

05/02/2019WRX00600445. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a medical product will be sup-
plied to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5603/19]

05/02/2019WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
health of Irish patients. Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is a key 
health service objective. However, the challenge is to do this in a safe and sustainable manner. 
Treatment must be appropriate and proportionate and clinical decision-making, such as pre-
scribing, should be based on both patient needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for localised relief of post-shingles pain in 
adults. This is the patch’s only licensed use in Ireland. It has been reimbursed in the community 
drug schemes since 2010.

Clinical concern arose as usage increased significantly, to the point where more plasters 
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were being used in Ireland than in the entire UK National Health Service. In such situations, 
it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review usage and, in 2016, the HSE Medicines 
Management Programme (MMP) reviewed the use of the plasters. The review estimated that 
only 5-10% of prescribing was for the licensed indication.

From September 2017, following the clinical review, the HSE introduced a new reimburse-
ment approval system for the patches, to support appropriate use and patient care. Under these 
arrangements, the patient’s GP or consultant applies to the MMP for reimbursement approval 
on behalf of the patient. If an application is refused, the clinician may submit an appeal to the 
MMP, making a clear clinical case for the patient. Information for patients and practitioners is 
on the HSE MMP website at: hse.ie/yourmedicines.

The outcome of an application or an appeal for reimbursement of lidocaine patches is a mat-
ter between the MMP and the treating clinician. The Deputy will appreciate that, as Minister for 
Health, I cannot intervene in individual cases.

The decision to introduce a new reimbursement approval process for a particular treatment 
is a matter for the HSE. However, I fully support the objectives of the HSE Medicines Manage-
ment Programme.

05/02/2019WRX00800Occupational Therapy Provision

05/02/2019WRX00900446. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will be assessed for occupational therapy and receive appropriate thera-
py; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5613/19]

05/02/2019WRX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

05/02/2019WRX01100Disabilities Assessments

05/02/2019WRX01200447. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Cork will have an assessment of need under the Disability Act 2005; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5618/19]

05/02/2019WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 310.

05/02/2019WRX01500Health Services Provision
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05/02/2019WRX01600449. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5639/19]

05/02/2019WRX01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRX01800National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

05/02/2019WRX01900450. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the date in October 2018 his Depart-
ment drew the attention of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, either formally 
or informally, to the overspends in the costs of the national children’s hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5640/19]

05/02/2019WRX02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On 17 October 2018 my Department made a 
formal request for a meeting with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to discuss 
the position in relation to the project and potential cost issues emerging. The cost escalation was 
highlighted at a meeting in my Department on 9 November which included officials from that 
Department.  Subsequently, my Department submitted a report from the National Paediatric 
Hospital Development Board on the cost overrun and the reasons for it to the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform on 19 November and met with officials of that Department to 
discuss it on 23 November.

05/02/2019WRX02100National Children’s Hospital

05/02/2019WRX02200451. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the date and times of meetings he 
and-or his officials had with the national children’s hospital project and programme board since 
its inception; the persons that attended each meeting; if the minutes of each meeting will be 
published; if he will publish the correspondence between the board and his Department; if he 
will publish the minutes of the meetings of the board; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5641/19]

05/02/2019WRX02300453. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the communica-
tions between the national paediatric hospital development board; the date and times of all 
meetings he and-or his officials had with the board; the purpose of these meetings; if he will 
publish the minutes of each meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5643/19]

05/02/2019WRX02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 451 and 
453 together.

On foot of my response to the Deputy’s earlier Parliamentary Question my Department 
provided further details of the governance arrangements in place in relation to the Children’s 
Hospital Project and Programme (CHP&P). As outlined previously, the Children’s Hospital 
Project and Programme (CHP&P) Board is chaired by the Secretary General of the Department 
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of Health and membership is comprised of officials from my Department and the HSE as fol-
lows: Assistant Secretary of the Acute Hospital Policy Division in the Department of Health, 
the Director General of the HSE and the HSE Deputy Director General Strategy (DDG). The 
Project Director of the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board(NPHDB) also attends 
CHP&P Board meetings. The CHP&P Board held it’s first meeting in September 2017 and 
monitors the progress of the CHP&P against the agreed parameters of the programme in rela-
tion to timeline, scope and funding. The CHP&P Board has met at least every quarter since its 
establishment 9 Meetings have taken place as follows:

14th September 2017

12th December 2017

17th January 2018

14th March 2018

20th June 2018

19th September 2018

16th November 2018

11th December 2018

18th December 2018

As already requested, the Department has provided the minutes of the meetings to the Dep-
uty; the minutes include attendance details.  

In relation to communications with the NPHDB, in addition to CHP&P Board a Children’s 
Hospital Project and Programme (CHP&P) Steering Group is in place to direct the overall pro-
gramme of work. Department officials and the NPHDB Project Director are members of the 
CHP&P Steering Group. The Steering Group reports to the CHP&P Board and the Chair of the 
CHP&P Steering Group presents a report to the CHP&P Board meetings setting out any issues 
that need to be considered or decided at CHP&P Board level. The Steering Group was estab-
lished in May 2017 and has met 15 times to date as follows: 

26th May 2017 

29th August 2017 

20th October 2017 

22nd November 2017 

25th January 2018 

26th February 2018 

26th March 2018 

23rd April 2018 

31st May 2018 

25th June 2018 
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27th August 2018 

24th September 2018 

22nd October 2018

10th December 2018

17th December 2018

I understand that the HSE has provided minutes of the CHP&P Steering Group meetings to 
the Deputy; the minutes include attendance details.

From 2014 to 2017 a Steering Group, chaired by the Assistant Secretary, Acute Hospitals 
Division, reporting to the Secretary General, was in place to oversee, monitor and support the 
project.  The NPHDB Chair and Project Director were members of that Group.  That Group met 
22 times and minutes of the meetings can be provided to the Deputy if required. 

In relation to communication with the NPHDB up to 2014, the Deputy will be aware that 
the NPHDB was established in 2007 and engagement between the Department and the then 
NPHDB over that period would have related to the project proposed for the Mater site up to 
February 2012 when planning permission for that project was refused.  The focus in 2012 and 
2013 was on progressing the decision of an alternative site and, once made, preparing for the 
initiation of the project on the St James’s campus.  Material relating to meetings between the 
Department and the NPHDB over that period would be archived and would take some time to 
retrieve. 

In addition to the formal meetings that Department officials and the NPHDB Project Direc-
tor of the NPHDB attend as outlined above, Department officials engage with the NPHDB on 
an on-going basis in relation to any relevant issues arising including areas such as ICT, equip-
ping, communication and milestone events organisation. Department officials also engage on 
an on-going basis with the NPHDB in relation to other NPHDB matters such as NPHDB mem-
bership, staffing and annual accounts. 

05/02/2019WRX02450National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

05/02/2019WRX02475452. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the date in November 2018 he or his 
officials informed the Taoiseach of the cost overruns in the national children’s hospital; the for-
mat in which this information was given; the person or body that provided same; if he will pub-
lish documentation relating to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5642/19]

05/02/2019WRX02487Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): On completion of the Guaranteed Maximum 
Price process, the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board informed my officials of 
the revised cost of €1.433bn on 8 November 2018, and I was subsequently briefed on 9 Novem-
ber on the emerging position.  

On 9 November, the cost escalation was highlighted at a meeting with the Taoiseach.  It 
was agreed that further details would be provided in a formal way to the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and to the Department of the Taoiseach prior to Government consid-
eration.  Officials in the Department of the Taoiseach were briefed on 21 November,  26 No-
vember and 13 December.  The information on cost increases presented at those meetings has 
already been provided to the Oireachtas Health Committee.

Question No. 453 answered with Question No. 451.
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05/02/2019WRX02600Health Services Expenditure

05/02/2019WRX02700454. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he ex-
pects to be in a position to meet the capital programme for his Department as previously set out; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5652/19]

05/02/2019WRX02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. The HSE Capital Plan will determine the projects that can 
progress in 2019 and beyond having regard to the available capital funding, the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway and the relevant priority of each project. The re-
quirements of the new children’s hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process. Once the HSE has finalised 
its Capital Plan for 2019, it will then be submitted to me for consideration. 

05/02/2019WRX02900Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRX03000455. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he is 
satisfied he has made the provisions necessary in the context of Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5653/19]

05/02/2019WRX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Any Brexit scenario will mean considerable 
change and impact for Ireland. The Government remains firmly of the view that ratifying the 
Withdrawal Agreement that has been agreed between the EU and the UK remains the best way 
to ensure an orderly UK exit. At its meeting on 11 December 2018, the Government decided 
to give greater immediate priority to the preparations for a no deal Brexit. This is being co-
ordinated by the Department of the Taoiseach in collaboration with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, and involves all Government Departments and agencies.  

The Department of Health, the HSE and other Health Agencies have been taking forward 
detailed Brexit preparedness and contingency work related to the impacts in the area of health 
of the United Kingdom leaving the European Union, with or without a deal, including proposed 
legislative provisions. A number of issues are being examined and contingency planning for a 
range of eventualities is underway. A key issue will be to ensure that there is minimum disrup-
tion to health services and that essential existing services are maintained on a cross-Border, 
all-island and Ireland-UK basis. Protecting and maintaining the Common Travel Area and the 
associated rights and privileges is a key part of this process.  

The Department and its Agencies particularly the Health Products Regulatory Authority 
(HPRA), the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) and the HSE have been in regular contact 
with stakeholders to assess the level of preparedness for a no deal Brexit. It is important to state 
that while the Department continues to monitor and seek assurances in a number of areas, our 
current analysis is that there are no immediate risks to the health of the population because of 
Brexit.

The Department of Health has strengthened its internal capacity to plan for Brexit. The 
Secretary General meets with the heads of the HSE, the HPRA and the FSAI weekly to re-
view progress on Brexit preparedness and to consider any new challenges identified. A Brexit 
Operations Team has also been established in my Department, chaired by a Deputy Secretary 
General and comprised of senior officials from the Department, HSE, HPRA and the FSAI. 
This group works to resolve issues and to escalate them to the Heads of Agency group, chaired 
by the Secretary General, if necessary. An inter-agency communications group, chaired by my 
Department, has been established to plan for all aspects of a communications strategy to ensure 
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that the public is fully informed of the health implications of either a central case Brexit or a no 
deal Brexit. A further working group is working to identify and monitor medicines that may be 
vulnerable to supply disruption as a result of Brexit. 

The Irish and British Governments have committed to maintaining the Common Travel 
Area and its associated rights and privileges. These arrangements facilitate access to health ser-
vices in the UK and Ireland, including access to emergency, routine and planned healthcare. My 
Department, as part of the cross-government approach to contingency planning, has prepared 
heads of a bill which is consistent with our commitment to provide for the rights and privileges 
of the Common Travel Area. The proposed legislation would allow the Minister for Health and 
the HSE, as appropriate, to cover the cost of healthcare provided in the UK under the same 
conditions as currently e.g. where treatments are not provided under our own healthcare system 
or for an Irish person who becomes ill while on a visit to the UK and needs immediate health 
care there. 

I am satisfied that all necessary contingency arrangements are being made to mitigate, in so 
far as possible, the risks to the health sector of a no deal Brexit.

  Question No. 456 answered with Question No. 332.

05/02/2019WRX03300Ministerial Meetings

05/02/2019WRX03400457. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he re-
mains in contact with victims of the cervical smear test issue; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5655/19]

05/02/2019WRX03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Since I became aware of the issues sur-
rounding CervicalCheck, my primary concern has been ensuring that the needs of the women 
and families affected have been met, and I have been in ongoing contact with those affected 
through a variety of channels.

In recent days I held a meeting with the 221+ support group which was attended by a large 
number of members. This group comprises patients directly affected by the issues surrounding 
CervicalCheck and is supported by a number of patient groups (the Marie Keating Foundation, 
the Irish Cancer Society and the Irish Patient Association). Any women or family members of 
the group who wished to attend were welcome. I also met at that time with individual women 
who wished to speak to me privately

Patient representatives are members of the CervicalCheck Steering Committee which I es-
tablished last June, chaired by my Department and which has held 15 meetings to date.

I also receive correspondences from affected women and families on a regular basis. 

05/02/2019WRX03600Cancer Screening Programmes

05/02/2019WRX03700458. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the alternatives now in op-
eration or proposed to improve the reliability of cancer screening for women in the aftermath of 
the cervical smear test issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5656/19]

05/02/2019WRX03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In September, Government accepted all 50 
of the recommendations that were set out in Dr Scally’s report into CervicalCheck, which was 
published on the 12th of September. I then committed to returning to Government within three 
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months as recommended by Dr Scally with a full plan for the implementation of these recom-
mendations. That plan was published on the 11th of December on my Department’s website. 
Work is now underway in my Department, in the HSE and in the National Cancer Registry of 
Ireland on the range of actions within the Plan.

The Implementation Plan sets out 126 actions addressing Dr Scally’s recommendations, 
across the areas of women and women’s health, organisation and governance, laboratory ser-
vices and procurement, open disclosure, cancer registration, other screening programmes and 
resolution. 

As the Deputy will be aware, I have also asked the HSE to introduce HPV testing as the pri-
mary screening method for the prevention of cervical cancer. The HPV test is a more accurate 
testing mechanism than liquid-based cytology, which is the current primary testing mechanism. 
This is expected to reduce the number of false negatives, although false negatives will always 
be part of any cervical screening programme. Its introduction is in line with developments in 
cervical screening internationally.

In addition, following the announcement by the Health Information and Quality Authority 
that the proposed extension of the HPV vaccination programme to boys will be both clinically 
and cost effective, in December 2018 I confirmed the extension of vaccination to boys.

Funding to implement the switch to HPV screening, and extend HPV vaccination to boys, 
has been allocated in Budget 2019. 

The Government’s goal is to bring about the near elimination of cervical cancer in Ireland. A 
well organised screening programme, when combined with HPV vaccination for boys and girls, 
will assist us in achieving that goal.

05/02/2019WRX03900Cancer Incidence

05/02/2019WRX04000459. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his De-
partment monitors the incidence of various forms of cancer throughout the regions in conjunc-
tion with the National Cancer Register; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5657/19]

05/02/2019WRX04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Cancer Registry Ireland 
(NCRI) is charged with collecting and classifying information on all cancer cases that occur in 
Ireland. 

The NCRI produces annual reports covering cancer incidence, mortality, treatment and sur-
vival.  Each year approximately four further reports are produced focusing on specific cancer 
issues.  An example is the NCRI Report on ‘Cancer care and survival in relation to centralisa-
tion of Irish cancer services’, which was published on Tuesday 29th January.

Overall, NCRI data is used widely in the development of cancer services, service planning 
and in monitoring progress being made under the National Cancer Strategy.

05/02/2019WRX04200School Medical Examinations

05/02/2019WRX04300460. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the nor-
mal school medical examinations have successfully identified particular health issues among 
children in the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5658/19]
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05/02/2019WRX04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRX04500Health Services Staff Data

05/02/2019WRX04600461. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of extra nurses, 
nurse assistants, doctors and consultants employed throughout the public health sector in the 
past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5659/19]

05/02/2019WRX04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this.

05/02/2019WRX04800Health Services Staff Data

05/02/2019WRX04900462. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of personnel at 
all levels involved in the delivery of the public health services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5660/19]

05/02/2019WRX05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has been requested to reply di-
rectly to Deputy Durkan.

05/02/2019WRY00200Health Services Data

05/02/2019WRY00300463. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
obtained dental and or optical benefits in each of the past three years to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5661/19]

05/02/2019WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRY00500Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/02/2019WRY00600464. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
waiting lists for elective procedures, including orthopaedic, coronary, kidney or similar condi-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5662/19]

05/02/2019WRY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government and €75 million was allocated to 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) in Budget 2019 to provide treatment for patients. 

The waiting list figures for December 2018, show that the number of patients on the inpa-
tient and daycase waiting list at the end of the year stood at 70,200. From a peak of 86,100 in 
July 2017, this represents a reduction of over 18% in the overall number of patients waiting for 
a procedure

Since July 2017 the number of patients waiting longer than 3 months has fallen from just 
under 58,000 to 40,200 at the end of December 2018. This is a decrease of 31% and at the low-
est level since 2014.
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I hope to publish the joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 for inpatient, day case and outpatients shortly. The plan will ensure an appropriate balance 
between high volume activities and offering treatment to complex long-waiting patients. It will 
reflect activity targets from the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, to reduce waiting 
times across specialties and improve access to appointments and procedures.  The plan will also 
set out activity levels for the NTPF in line with their increased allocation of funding in 2019. 

The NTPF will deliver this activity through working with hospital groups and individual 
hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated in both 
a public and private capacity. Under the Plan the NTPF has committed to make offers of treat-
ment to patients waiting for one of 75 hospital procedures, which will include orthopaedics. The 
longest waiting patients who are clinically suitable for one of these targeted procedures will be 
offered treatment in 2019.  

The table in the link below provides a breakdown by specialty of the number of patients as 
at the end of December 2018 awaiting an Inpatient or Day Case procedure. These figures are 
published by the NTPF on their website ntpf.ie

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/A8F946DBD8EBAC2180258398
0049EC91/$File/ATTKAV88.pdf?openelement”>IPDC</a>]

05/02/2019WRY00800Health Services Staff Recruitment

05/02/2019WRY00900465. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies 
that exist and are waiting to be filled at each public hospital nationally at all levels; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5663/19]

05/02/2019WRY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has been requested to respond 
directly to Deputy Durkan.

05/02/2019WRY01100Home Care Packages Provision

05/02/2019WRY01200466. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which the 
number of home care packages approved is sufficient to meet the need; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5664/19]

05/02/2019WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

05/02/2019WRY01400Healthcare Policy

05/02/2019WRY01500467. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his plans for the implemen-
tation of the Sláintecare programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5665/19]

05/02/2019WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In September, the Executive Director of 
the Sláintecare Programme Office commenced refining the Implementation Strategy into a de-
tailed Action Plan for 2019. I can confirm that the Action Plan 2019 has been developed and, 
following the finalisation of the HSE’s National Service Plan, Project Teams are now being 
established to drive delivery. 



5 February 2019

195

The Action Plan will be presented to Sláintecare’s High Level Delivery Board and will be 
published thereafter. The Action Plan takes a strategic and programmatic approach to imple-
mentation, with a clear focus on the desired outcomes of reform. Successful implementation 
of the Sláintecare programme will be achieved through working in partnership with the wider 
health and social care system. The Sláintecare Programme Implementation Office is committed 
to transparency at all stages of the implementation of Sláintecare. 

The Programme Implementation Office will publish rolling plans annually and progress 
reports will be published on a biannual basis.

05/02/2019WRY01700Mental Health Services Provision

05/02/2019WRY01800468. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health his views on the number of chil-
dren and adolescents awaiting treatment and or assessments from CAMHS (details supplied). 
[5668/19]

05/02/2019WRY01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

05/02/2019WRY02000Hospital Waiting Lists Data

05/02/2019WRY02100469. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on out-
patient waiting lists awaiting eye care procedures at the end of 2017 and 2018, respectively; 
his plans to reduce such waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5687/19]

05/02/2019WRY02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that waiting times are of-
ten unacceptably long and of the burden that this places on patients and their families. In this 
regard, I am committed to improving waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures.

Last year, under the Inpatient/Day Case Action Plan for 2018 I sought real progress to 
drive down waiting lists for high volume procedures, but also to treat patients with life-limiting 
procedures such as cataracts. The waiting list figures for the end of December 2018 show that 
the efforts of the HSE, the NTPF and the individual Hospitals are delivering results. The total 
number of Inpatient/Daycase patients waiting for a cataract procedure fell from 10,024 in July 
2017 to 6,440 by the end of 2018, a reduction of 36%. The numbers waiting more than 3 months 
showed a reduction of 55% in the same period, falling from 7,967 to 3,607, while those waiting 
more than 9 months fell from 4,371 to 554, a reduction of 87%. 

I hope to publish the joint Department of Health, Health Service Executive (HSE) and Na-
tional Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) Scheduled Care Access Plan 2019 shortly. This will 
set out commitments aimed at improving access for patients waiting for hospital operations or 
procedures, as well as patients waiting for a first Outpatient appointment. My priority, under 
the Access Plan, is to ensure the continuation of the considerable progress made last year into 
this year. 

A key element of this Plan will be the stabilisation of the Outpatient Waiting List which 
remains a significant challenge. The HSE, in line with the National Service Plan 2019 will pro-
vide 3.3 million outpatient appointments, more than 1 million of which will be first outpatient 
appointments. 

In addition, the NTPF, with an increased allocation totalling €75 million in 2019, will fund 
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an additional 40,000 first outpatient appointments through weekend and out of hour’s clinics 
and ‘see and treat’ clinics. 

The NTPF will deliver this additional activity by working with hospital groups and indi-
vidual hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated 
in both a public and private capacity.  

The data sought by the deputy is outlined in the following table.

Ophthalmology Outpatient waiting list – end of 2017 and 2018

0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12mths 12-
15mths 

15-18 
mths 

18+ mths Total 

20/12/2018 10295 6260 4563 3310 3000 2675 10505 40608 
29/12/2017 9410 6855 5224 4502 3380 2843 7589 39803 

05/02/2019WRY02300Dental Services Provision

05/02/2019WRY02400470. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide additional 
resources for dental services in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5688/19]

05/02/2019WRY02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRY02600Medical Card Applications Data

05/02/2019WRY02700471. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for a discretionary medical card in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5692/19]

05/02/2019WRY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRY02900Disability Services Data

05/02/2019WRY03000472. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount transferred 
from the HSE to an organisation (details supplied) for the provision of services since 2004; the 
number of times the service level agreement between the HSE and the organisation has been 
updated and or amended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5693/19]

05/02/2019WRY03100473. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of times the 
HSE has audited the services provided by an organisation (details supplied) that it funds; if the 
HSE has identified shortfalls and or inadequacies in services that the organisation provides; the 
number of complaints received by the HSE in respect of the organisation from service users and 
or patients and or persons representing service users and or clients and or patients; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5694/19]

05/02/2019WRY03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 472 and 473 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
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ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRY03400Disability Services Data

05/02/2019WRY03500474. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of service pro-
viders for full and part-time care of persons funded and or contracted by the HSE by CHO area; 
the number of clients in those service provider’s care by CHO area in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5695/19]

05/02/2019WRY03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRY03700Cancer Screening Programmes

05/02/2019WRY03800475. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health the months in which the origi-
nal smear tests took place for the up to 6,000 women likely to be called for a repeat test; and the 
number of tests that took place in each month in tabular form. [5737/19]

05/02/2019WRY03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Where low grade changes are detected on a 
cervical smear test, a second, so-called ‘triage test’ – which looks for the HPV virus – is carried 
out by laboratories. If HPV is found, women are recommended to attend for further testing. If 
HPV is not found, women are recommended to attend for routine screening again in 3-5 years. 
In the test used by the laboratory concerned, the manufacturer’s recommendation is that the test 
for HPV should be carried out within 30 days of the sample having been given by a woman.

The current issue first came to light due to ongoing improvement work across the screening 
programme, including strengthening of the programme’s quality assurance processes as recom-
mended in the Scally Report. The HSE was advised by Quest Diagnostics that there was a con-
cern in relation to secondary HPV testing within the manufacturers recommended timeframe. 
This issue relates to some smear tests taken between 2015 when HPV testing was introduced, 
and 2018, when the issue was discovered. 

The HSE advises that approximately 4,600 women will require a retest, and that letters to 
the vast majority of these women have now been issued. 

The HSE has advised that clinical research shows that HPV tests remain effective even 
when they are performed outside the recommended timeframe and that there is little risk of 
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inaccuracy due to the issue that Quest has identified. While the clinical advice is that the risk 
is very low, the HSE nevertheless is inviting the affected women to have a retest to provide 
assurance both to women and to the HSE. These tests will be processed by the laboratory as a 
priority.

In relation to the detail requested by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond directly 
to him.

05/02/2019WRY04000Hospital Appointments Status

05/02/2019WRY04100476. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if surgery will be expedited for 
a person (details supplied) due to extenuating circumstances; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5738/19]

05/02/2019WRY04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

05/02/2019WRY04300Medical Card Applications Data

05/02/2019WRY04400477. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
who renewed their medical card online; the number who commenced online renewal but did 
not complete the process; the number who requested paper forms for renewal; the completion 
rate for paper renewals; the number who did not respond to renewal correspondence in County 
Cork and nationally in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5749/19]

05/02/2019WRY04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRY04600Hospital Waiting Lists Action Plans

05/02/2019WRY04700478. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the level of engagement by a hos-
pital (details supplied) in resolving its orthopaedic waiting list; and if the hospital has requested 
assistance through the National Treatment Purchase Fund. [5753/19]

05/02/2019WRY04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving waiting times for hospital proce-
dures is a key commitment in the Programme for Government and €75 million was allocated to 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) in Budget 2019 to provide treatment for patients. 
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I hope to publish the joint Department of Health/HSE/NTPF Scheduled Care Access Plan 
2019 for inpatient, day case and outpatients shortly. The plan will ensure an appropriate balance 
between high volume activities and offering treatment to complex long-waiting patients. It will 
reflect activity targets from the HSE, in line with the National Service Plan, to reduce waiting 
times across specialties and improve access to appointments and procedures. The plan will also 
set out activity levels for the NTPF in line with their increased allocation of funding in 2019. 

The NTPF will deliver this activity through working with hospital groups and individual 
hospitals as well as private health providers to maximise the number of patients treated in both 
public and private capacity. Under the Plan the NTPF has committed to make offers of treat-
ment to patients waiting for one of 75 hospital procedures, which includes orthopaedics. The 
longest waiting patients who are clinically suitable for outsourcing for one of these targeted 
procedures will be offered treatment in 2019.  I would strongly encourage all hospitals to col-
laborate with the NTPF to identify waiting list initiatives.

In relation to the particular issue raised, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

05/02/2019WRY04900Brexit Supports

05/02/2019WRY05000479. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the date on which a request was made to the European Commission in view of confirmation 
at an event (details supplied) that the European Commission has been alerted to the fact that 
Ireland will seek emergency aid for the farming sector in the event of a no-deal Brexit; if the 
request was also submitted to the Brexit preparedness group under the European Commission 
Taskforce on Article 50 negotiations with the United Kingdom; if the attention of the Commis-
sion was drawn to the alert; and the EU legislative provision under which the request was made. 
[5357/19]

05/02/2019WRY05100502. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if he has formally made a request to the European Commission under Article 219 of 
(EU) Regulation No 1308/2013 (details supplied); and if so, when the application was made. 
[5356/19]

05/02/2019WRY05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 479 and 502 together.

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being required in 
order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very well aware of 
the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy because this 
has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly recognised in 
the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan last week to discuss 
the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. We dis-
cussed the unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the chal-
lenges that it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to 
mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market 
supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, 
and increased flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s 
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readiness to respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the 
situation evolves. 

05/02/2019WRY05300Regeneration Projects Status

05/02/2019WRY05400480. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the work carried out to date at a site (details supplied); the amount spent; the details in relation 
to the south tip and a building in this regard; when the public park is expected to open; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5612/19]

05/02/2019WRY05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment assumed responsibility for remediation works at Haulbowline Island on behalf of the Irish 
Government in 2012, primarily in order to comply with the terms of a CJEU judgment (Case 
C-494/01) under the Waste Framework Directive concerning the East Tip site.  Funding for the 
remediation project is currently provided to my Department, in accordance with the specific 
conditions set out by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, on an annual basis up to 
the completion date of the remediation works.

The East Tip works are the most significant element of the remediation project. In the period 
up to 2017 expenditure was focussed on preparing for and securing the necessary planning and 
waste licence consents for the East Tip remediation and upgrading the island infrastructure in 
anticipation of works. Following the signing of contracts in July 2017, the remediation of the 
East Tip commenced.  By the end of 2017 just over €13m had been spent on regularising the 
planning and licensing requirements, engaging in preparatory works and completing necessary 
site investigations amongst other elements.  With the bulk of the East Tip remediation works 
having been completed during 2018, the expenditure on the project currently stands at €23m.  I 
visited the site in December 2018 and I understand that there are some minor finishing works 
on the site to be completed early this year and the access road leading into the site is also being 
upgraded. 

While the priority has been remediation of the East Tip, work on assessing a suitable solu-
tion for the former steelworks factory site has also been advanced in preparation for the next 
phase of the remediation project.  Detailed site investigations have been undertaken and the 
preparation of an application for planning consent has also been advanced.  The Government 
has decided that the Minister for Defence will be the ultimate owner of Haulbowline Island, 
in keeping with the main occupancy of the island, being the headquarters for the Irish Naval 
Service.  Any remediation solution for these areas will need to be cognisant of their likely long 
term use. The Department of Defence has advised that it has engaged specialist engineers to ex-
amine the areas in question in order to explore the potential of these areas for naval operations 
in the future which will inform and direct remediation works in the first instance.  Information 
from site investigation studies and assessments to date has been made available to the Depart-
ment of Defence to assist in this work.  

With regard to the opening of a public park on the island, I understand that Cork County 
Council has expressed a desire to open a public park at the East Tip site on completion of reme-
diation works and has received agreement in principle from the Department of Defence for this.  
The relevant opening date will be a matter for those two bodies to determine.

05/02/2019WRZ00200TAMS Administration

05/02/2019WRZ00300481. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
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views on the suggestion that heat recovery technology grant aided under the targeted agricul-
tural modernisation scheme, TAMS, be omitted in order that future applicants would be consid-
ered under Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland dairy farm energy grants; and if he will li-
aise with the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government in this regard. [4942/19]

05/02/2019WRZ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Heat transfer 
units are currently grant aided under the Dairy Equipment Scheme and Young Farmers Capital 
Investment Scheme of TAMSII.  253 approvals have issued for this investment item with a 
further 35 recent applications for approval currently being assessed.   My Department and the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland already work together to avoid the risk of double fund-
ing and to coordinate and streamline the respective schemes available.

05/02/2019WRZ00500GLAS Payments

05/02/2019WRZ00600482. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
all green low-carbon agri-environment scheme, GLAS, payments in respect of 2017 and 2018 
will issue to a farmer (details supplied) in County Galway; if a penalty has been applied; and if 
so, the reason for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4965/19]

05/02/2019WRZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016 and 
has received all payments due for 2016. 

The participant received a zero net payment for 2017 due to penalties applied resulting from 
the findings of an on-farm inspection.  The applicant was notified of the inspection findings on 
28 August 2018. 

The 2018 advance payment will issue shortly. GLAS payments continue to issue on a week-
ly basis.

05/02/2019WRZ00800GLAS Payments

05/02/2019WRZ00900483. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
green low-carbon agri-environment scheme, GLAS, payments will issue to a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5002/19]

05/02/2019WRZ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 3 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2017 and 
has received payments in respect of 2017.

Administrative checks involving a number of sections within the Department take place on 
all GLAS claims.  All cases must clear validation checks before payment can issue.  This case 
has not yet cleared the required validation checks. Once this case clears validations the 2018 
advance payment will be made. GLAS payments are issuing on a weekly basis.

05/02/2019WRZ01100Basic Payment Scheme Payments

05/02/2019WRZ01200484. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if payments relative to commonage in County Kilkenny will be paid to a person (details sup-
plied). [5040/19]
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05/02/2019WRZ01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) on 2 May 2018.  He 
declared the lands at Brandon Hill on his BPS application and has indicated (based on an affida-
vit) that he has grazing rights.  An over claim has arisen in relation to this land and officials from 
my Department have been in touch with the person named regarding this over claim.  It should 
be noted that payment has issued to the person named in relation to all his other eligible lands.  

As this over claim involves a number of claimants and is a complex issue, my Department 
is currently reviewing the entire claim on Brandon Hill.

05/02/2019WRZ01400Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRZ01500485. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
plans that have been developed to assist the equine industry in the event of a no-deal Brexit, in 
particular plans to address issues relating to the landbridge; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5041/19]

05/02/2019WRZ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The current 
position is that EU rules on the movement of equidae between EU Member States require that 
the animals being moved are inspected by an official veterinarian and accompanied by a veteri-
nary health certificate issued under the EU TRACES system and a horse passport issued by an 
approved horse passport issuing body. 

However, these rules also allow Member States which have implemented alternative but 
equivalent health control systems in their respective territories, to grant one another derogations 
from the standard movement rules.  The derogation provided for under Community rules on the 
movement of equidae is applicable to movements between EU Member States only. It is not 
inclusive of movements between the EU and Third Countries. 

Currently Ireland is part of a Tripartite Agreement (TPA), along with the UK and France 
which allows for the movement and trade of horses between the three countries without under-
going veterinary inspections and without health certificates.  As the TPA is based on EU legisla-
tion on the movement of horses within the EU, the UK cannot be part of the Agreement once it 
becomes a Third Country. 

The current focus of our ‘no deal’ contingency planning is on the arrangements that will be 
necessary for the Department to fulfil its legal obligations with respect to import controls on 
live animals and agri food products as efficiently as possible while also ensuring the minimum 
possible disruption to trading arrangements. 

As part of this planning we are upgrading existing Border Inspection Posts (BIPs) and de-
veloping additional BIPs to cater for the increased volume  of inspections necessary, including 
in respect of equines being imported from the UK, and making arrangements to facilitate the 
certification of horses to the UK as necessary.  Horses moving via the UK landbridge will do so 
in accordance with Customs internal transit rules.

05/02/2019WRZ01700Agri-Environment Options Scheme Payments

05/02/2019WRZ01800486. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) will receive outstanding payments; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5046/19]
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05/02/2019WRZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into the AEOS1 with a start date of 1 September 2010. The contract was 
for a five years and four month period up to 31 December 2015. As part of the application, the 
person named chose the option to plant 155 standard trees. 

A separate claim for payment of the non-productive capital investment element of the 
scheme was submitted by the person named in October 2011, which was accompanied by a 
receipt. Payments on the capital investment claim were made to the person named in respect of 
the 2011, 2012 and 2013 scheme years.  

The person named was written to in January 2015 to inform them that a scheme wide inves-
tigation had been initiated and that their 2014 payments were being held pending the outcome 
of the investigation. The Department subsequently sought alternative proof of the expenditure 
claim submitted by the person named but such alternative proof was not received.  The Depart-
ment wrote to the person named on 1 April 2016 to inform them that the claim submitted was 
not accepted and that as the claim far exceeded the verified costs, in accordance with the rel-
evant EU Regulation, the person named was to be excluded from the scheme for the remaining 
two years and all previous capital investment payments would be recouped.

The person named unsuccessfully requested a review of this decision to the Department, un-
successfully appealed the decision to the Agricultural Appeals Office and unsuccessfully raised 
the issue with the Office of the Ombudsman. 

There are no payments due on the person named in relation to their AEOS contract.

05/02/2019WRZ02000Hazardous Waste Removal

05/02/2019WRZ02100487. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the remediation work on Haulbowline Island; the completion date for the remediation 
works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5079/19]

05/02/2019WRZ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment assumed responsibility for remediation works at Haulbowline Island on behalf of the Irish 
Government in 2012 with a particular focus on bringing about compliance with the terms of a 
CJEU judgment (Case C-494/01) under the Waste Framework Directive concerning the East 
Tip site.  Funding for the remediation project is currently provided to my Department, in accor-
dance with the specific conditions set out by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
on an annual basis up to the completion date of the remediation works. 

The East Tip works are the most significant element of the remediation project.  In the pe-
riod up to 2017 expenditure was focussed on preparing for and securing the necessary planning 
and waste licence consents for the East Tip remediation and upgrading the island infrastructure 
in anticipation of works. Following the signing of contracts in July 2017, the remediation of 
the East Tip commenced and in December 2018 I visited the site to see that the works had been 
substantially completed. I understand that there are some minor finishing works on the site to 
be completed early this year and the access road leading into the site is also being upgraded.  

While the priority has been remediation of the East Tip, work on assessing a suitable solu-
tion for the former steelworks factory site has also been advanced in preparation for the next 
phase of the remediation project.  Detailed site investigations have been undertaken and the 
preparation of an application for planning consent has also been advanced.  The Government 
has decided that the Minister for Defence will be the ultimate owner of Haulbowline Island, 
in keeping with the main occupancy of the island, being the headquarters for the Irish Naval 
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Service.  Any remediation solution for these areas will need to be cognisant of their likely long 
term use.  The Department of Defence has advised that it has engaged specialist engineers to ex-
amine the areas in question in order to explore the potential of these areas for naval operations 
in the future which will inform and direct remediation works in the first instance. Information 
from site investigation studies and assessments to date has been made available to the Depart-
ment of Defence to assist in this work.

05/02/2019WRZ02300Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

05/02/2019WRZ02400488. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding an areas of natural constraint scheme, ANC, payment for a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5141/19]

05/02/2019WRZ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has recently concluded the redesignation of eligible lands for the 2019 Areas of Natural 
Constraint (ANC) Scheme, as required under the EU Regulations.  I can confirm  that the lands 
referenced in the townland of Kilcooly North are no longer eligible under the new designation 
of eligible ANC lands.  This is the correct position as outlined in the letter issued to the person 
named. 

The person named holds land in Kilcooly North townland, with the unique identifier H13911.  
Separately, Kilcooly South with the unique identifier of H13912 was listed on the Department’s 
website as eligible.  While the unique identifier numbers are listed on the website, H13912 
was originally labelled as Kilcooly North in error.  This will be corrected on my Department’s 
website.

An independent appeals process is in place for any farmer who wishes to query the eligibil-
ity status of a townland. Further details are available on my Department website: www.agricul-
ture.gov.ie

05/02/2019WRZ02600Departmental Projects

05/02/2019WRZ02700489. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
cost of research that has been carried out nationally since 2010 on grey seals; the costs under 
research headings (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5179/19]

05/02/2019WRZ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has not carried out research on grey seals nationally in the requested time period.  

Seals are a protected species under the EU Habitats Directive and seals are also protected 
under the Wildlife Acts.  I am advised two species of seals, grey seals and harbour seals, are 
common in Irish waters. In so far as the management of the seal population is concerned, I wish 
to clarify for the Deputy that this is the responsibility of the Minister for Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, and it is administered by the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  

I will forward your question to both the Marine Institute and Bord Iascaigh Mhara for direct 
reply to provide the requested information in respect of these agencies.  

05/02/2019WRZ02900Fishing Industry Data
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05/02/2019WRZ03000490. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of commercial gill-netting boats that are operating nationally. [5182/19]

05/02/2019WRZ03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Registrar 
General of Fishing Boats informs me that the Irish fishing fleet comprised 2,005 registered ves-
sels at year end on 31 December 2018.

Of the 2,005 registered vessels, 43 owners categorised their vessels as gill-netters on regis-
tration.  

However, there are currently 1,373 registered polyvalent general vessels in the fleet which 
include the 43 gill-netters referred to above. All of these 1,373 polyvalent general vessels are 
not precluded from fishing activity by means of gill nets.

05/02/2019WRZ03200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

05/02/2019WRZ03300491. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
area (details supplied) in County Cork has been included for areas of natural constraint scheme, 
ANC, purposes. [5213/19]

05/02/2019WRZ03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has recently concluded the redesignation of eligible lands for the 2019 Areas of Natural 
Constraint Scheme, as required under the EU Regulations.  The lands referenced in the ques-
tion, in Killeagh, Glanworth East were not eligible for the ANC Scheme prior to this redesigna-
tion, and are also not eligible under the new designation of eligible lands.  An independent ap-
peals process is in place for any farmer who wishes to query the eligibility status of a townland. 
Further details are available on my Department website: www.agriculture.gov.ie 

05/02/2019WRZ03500Sheep Welfare Scheme Appeals

05/02/2019WRZ03600492. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
sheep welfare payment will be awarded to a person (details supplied). [5230/19]

05/02/2019WRZ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An applica-
tion was received under the 2017 Sheep Welfare scheme from the person named on 20 January 
2017 and he has been paid in full for 2017.   Under the terms and conditions of the scheme, 
applicants who wished to continue in the scheme for 2018 were required to complete a Sheep 
Welfare Scheme continuance sheet prior to a closing date of 2nd February 2018.  In this case, 
no continuation sheet was received in respect of the 2018 scheme year. 

The person named contacted the Department  on 15 January 2019  seeking a review of his 
case. He was advised to provide proof of postage for the Sheep Welfare continuance sheet in 
order to clarify the position. 

Following this correspondence, the person named has informed officials that he did not 
obtain proof of postage in this case.  Accordingly, he has been advised of his right to have this 
case further reviewed by the independent Agriculture Appeals Office.

05/02/2019WRZ03800Basic Payment Scheme Payments
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05/02/2019WRZ03900493. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5243/19]

05/02/2019WRZ04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The com-
monage land in question is currently being updated and this may have an impact on a number 
of farmers who declared this parcel on their Basic Payment applications.  Once the required 
update has been completed, any outstanding payments due to the person named will issue.

 In addition, the person named submitted an application to my Department under the 2015 
National Reserve ‘Young Farmer’ category.  The application was successful and the applicant 
was informed of the allocation from the 2015 National Reserve in a letter dated the 27th   of 
July, 2016.   Once the land area for 2015 has been updated, the allocation under the 2015 Na-
tional Reserve will be reviewed to take account of any additional eligible land area and the 
person named will be notified in writing of the outcome.

05/02/2019WRZ04100Live Exports

05/02/2019WRZ04200494. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied). [5291/19]

05/02/2019WRZ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment implements a stringent system of controls on the welfare of animals being exported, in 
particular through a comprehensive legislative framework relating to the transport of animals 
by sea (The Carriage of Livestock by Sea Regulations 2016 (S.I. 356 of 2016). Only ships ap-
proved by my Department can load cattle for export from Ireland.  Cattle being exported are 
monitored during the prescribed isolation period by Department Veterinary Inspectors and in 
some cases by Official Veterinarians from the importing countries. This is in addition to work 
carried out by Private Veterinary Practitioners who carry out the testing required prior to ex-
port to enable certification. Animals are inspected and certified by Official Veterinarians from 
the Department with regard to their health status and fitness for travel. Due regard is taken to 
weather conditions in respect of long distance transport. This was the case this December when 
the departure of the MV Sarah was delayed to avoid expected rough seas. 

I can confirm that my Department continues to work closely with other EU Member States 
and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), with a view to improving animal welfare 
practices worldwide. For its part Ireland has committed to additional  allocation of €75,000 
to the OIE in the period 2017-20 to support its activities aimed at enhancing animal welfare 
worldwide.

05/02/2019WRZ04400Beef Data and Genomics Programme

05/02/2019WRZ04500495. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if farmers can continue to receive payments under the beef data and genomics programme, 
BDGP, scheme if they have switched from suckler farming to dairying in recent years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5296/19]

05/02/2019WRZ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In submit-
ting an application to participate in the BDGP, applicants gave an undertaking to adhere to the 
terms and conditions that govern the Programme.  Payments under BDGP are based on the full 
completion of specified actions over the course of six years which were designed to improve the 
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genetic merit of a beef farmer’s herd.   Section 13 of the scheme’s Terms and Conditions refers 
to applicants who may withdraw from the scheme prematurely and it states that:

‘Where a contract is terminated by an applicant all monies paid under the Programme shall 
be repaid to the Department except in cases of Force Majeure.’

BDGP participants who switch from a suckler to a dairy enterprise are in  clear breach of the 
scheme’s Terms and Conditions and as such will no longer be eligible for payment under the 
Programme and will have to repay all the monies they received under the BDGP. 

05/02/2019WRZ04700Beef Exports

05/02/2019WRZ04800496. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if beef from a herd with a history of tuberculosis can be exported to China; if there are 
restrictions in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5297/19]

05/02/2019WRZ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In April 2017 
I agreed a Protocol on the export of frozen boneless beef from Ireland to China with the Min-
ister responsible for the Chinese General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection 
and Quarantine (AQSIQ), following negotiations between both Departments. This Protocol 
contains the terms and conditions for the export of beef to China  

This Protocol states that the live cattle from which the frozen beef to be exported to China is 
derived, should originate from farms where there has been no clinical cases of various diseases, 
including tuberculosis (TB), detected within the past 12 months.  Therefore beef can be ex-
ported from herds that historically have had TB, as long as it was not within the last 12 months.

The opening of the Chinese market for Irish beef in 2018 was the culmination of significant 
work, over a number of years, and I am delighted that six Irish beef plants are currently ap-
proved to export beef to China.  Exports of Irish beef to China commenced during the summer 
in 2018.  By the end of November, according to the CSO, around 1,250 tonnes (€2.4 million) 
had been exported, which is an indication that companies are beginning to gain a foothold in 
the market. 

My officials are currently working towards progressing applications for additional beef 
plants approvals, in order to increase Ireland’s ability to supply the market, and this was the 
subject of a bilateral technical meeting at Senior Official level in Beijing at the start of Novem-
ber.  Total Irish agri-food trade exports to China were €974 million in 2017, our third largest 
market overall for agri-food exports, according to the CSO. 

05/02/2019WRZ05000Food Safety Standards Regulation

05/02/2019WRZ05100497. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if beef imported from Poland in 2018 originated from the plant which is the subject of an 
investigation for illegally slaughtering sick cattle and allowing the meat to enter the food chain; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5298/19]

05/02/2019WRZ05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Rapid 
Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF), managed by the EU Commission, is the key EU 
level tool used to ensure the flow of information to enabling swift reaction when risks to public 
health are detected in the food chain. RASFF enables information to be shared efficiently and 
swiftly between its members - EU Commission, European Food Safety Authority, national food 



Questions - Written Answers

208

safety authorities for the EU-28 and EFTA countries - with the objective of ensuring the highest 
possible level of consumer protection.  In Ireland’s case, the Food Safety Authority of Ireland 
is the responsible authority.

RASFF members must immediately notify the Commission via the system when they have 
information regarding a serious health risk deriving from food or feed.   Once a notification of 
the existence of a serious, direct or indirect, risk to public health linked to food or feed is made 
by a member of the RASFF network, this information reaches the European Commission (as 
manager of the system), which in turn verifies the notification and immediately transmits it to 
the other members of the network.  This rapid exchange of information allows all RASFF mem-
bers to check in real time whether they are also affected and if urgent action is needed.   

Poland submitted a notification on the RASFF system on 29 January 2019, in relation to 
veterinary controls not properly carried out on bovine meat at slaughter premises in Poland, 
potentially creating a food safety risk. The RASSF notification listed 11 member states which 
were affected, and advised that implicated product should be withdrawn from the market.

 Ireland was not one of the affected member states.

05/02/2019WRZ05300Agriculture Scheme Payments

05/02/2019WRZ05400498. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
payment can be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5300/19]

05/02/2019WRZ05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
would be aware from previous recent PQ’s a review by the Director of Agriculture Appeals 
Office of the decision of the Appeals Officer has been requested in this case in accordance 
with the provisions of the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001.  The Agriculture Appeals Office has 
indicated that requests for reviews are generally dealt with in order of receipt and that both the 
Department and the person named will be advised of the outcome when the review has been 
completed.

05/02/2019WRAA00200GLAS Payments

05/02/2019WRAA00300499. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5302/19]

05/02/2019WRAA00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 2015 and 
has received payments in respect of 2015, 2016 and 2017.

All GLAS claims must pass validation checks before a payment can be made. The 2018 
advance payment has not been made for this case as the claim has not cleared the GLAS valida-
tions. The final assessment of the case will be concluded this week after which the Department 
will be in direct contact with the applicant.

05/02/2019WRAA00500Brexit Supports
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05/02/2019WRAA00600500. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the date on which a request (details supplied) was made to the European Commission seek-
ing emergency aid for the farming sector in the event of a no-deal Brexit (details supplied); if he 
brought the matter to the attention of the Commission; if not, the person or body that did; and 
the EU legislative provision under which the request was made. [5354/19]

05/02/2019WRAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I and my of-
ficials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Member States and 
the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the Irish agrifood 
and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being required in order to deal 
with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very well aware of the likelihood 
of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy because this has been part of 
the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly recognised in the Commission’s 
own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan last week to discuss 
the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. We dis-
cussed the unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the chal-
lenges that it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to 
mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market 
supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, 
and increased flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s 
readiness to respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the 
situation evolves. 

05/02/2019WRAA00800Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRAA00900501. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he has formally made a request to the European Commission under a regulation (details 
supplied); and if so, when the application was made. [5355/19]

05/02/2019WRAA01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular. As such, Brexit has the potential to 
have a very significant impact on farmers and on the agrifood sector throughout Ireland.

At this stage, Ireland has not formally notified the Commission of its intention to seek 
emergency aid for the farming sector through the Agriculture Block Exemption Regulation. 
However, there are on-going discussions with the Commission regarding the difficulties fac-
ing Ireland, and all options are being considered, including those under the state aid rules and 
regulations governing the agriculture sector.

I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan last week to discuss the potential im-
pact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. We discussed the unique 
exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the challenges that it could 
present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the potential 
impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market supports and excep-
tional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, and increased 
flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readiness to 
respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the situation 
evolves.  
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  Question No. 502 answered with Question No. 479.

05/02/2019WRAA01200Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRAA01300503. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of preparations under way in his Department for a hard no-deal Brexit; the 
schemes being operationalised with other Departments; when these will be ready to be de-
ployed; and when such plans will be published. [5359/19]

05/02/2019WRAA01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has been actively participating in the Whole-of-Government approach to preparedness 
and contingency planning. We have fed into the overall Government Contingency Action Plan 
which was published on 19 December, and we have been working very closely with colleagues 
in other Departments and agencies to address in particular the requirements that will arise in 
relation to the implementation at ports and airports of import controls on agrifood products 
coming from the UK.

These requirements are significant, and arise in relation to the carrying out of documentary, 
identity and physical checks on imports of animals, plants, and products of animal and plant 
origin, as set out in EU legislation. 

 Work in this regard has been focused on three key areas, namely, infrastructure, staffing 
and information technology, and in three key locations, that is Dublin Port, Rosslare Port and 
Dublin Airport.

 On infrastructure, we have been engaging very closely with the Office of Public Works, the 
Department of Transport, the Department of Health and the Revenue Commissioners in relation 
to the physical facilities that will be required to carry out import controls at the three locations. 
Areas being addressed here include inspection facilities, staff accommodation, parking, and 
logistics and traffic management. This work had been proceeding in any event in the context of 
dealing with the central case scenario, and has been adapted in order to meet the requirements 
in the event of a disorderly Brexit.

On staffing, the Department is working very effectively with Customs and others to provide 
the resources needed to apply the necessary controls, and I am confident that the state will be in 
a position to apply controls at the appropriate time.  

On information technology, my Department has established a project to coordinate the iden-
tification and delivery of ICT Infrastructure and systems to support the additional requirements 
of staff engaged in control processes in Dublin Port, Rosslare and Dublin Airport. The delivery 
timelines in the event of a disorderly Brexit are extremely challenging, but officials are work-
ing with the greatest urgency to ensure that the required ICT services are in place by 29 March 
2019.

Throughout all of this work, the focus of the Department will continue to be on the need 
to discharge its legal responsibilities while ensuring the minimum possible disruption to trade.

In addition, I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise 
other Member States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of 
Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being 
required in order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very 
well aware of the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy 
because this has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly 
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recognised in the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan last week to discuss 
the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. We dis-
cussed the unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the chal-
lenges that it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to 
mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market 
supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, 
and increased flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s 
readiness to respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the 
situation evolves.

05/02/2019WRAA01500Young Farmers Scheme

05/02/2019WRAA01600504. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5382/19]

05/02/2019WRAA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted an application to my Department under the 2018 Young Farmers Scheme.  My 
Department is currently finalising the required administrative and on-farm checks in relation to 
a small number of Young Farmers Scheme applications and it is expected that these cases will 
be completed shortly.

05/02/2019WRAA01800Departmental Reports

05/02/2019WRAA01900505. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if consideration will be given to a report (details supplied); when this consideration will be 
completed; his plans to publish a response to the report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5417/19]

05/02/2019WRAA02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is aware of the report to which the Deputy refers and which the Department has just re-
ceived.  My Department is  currently in the process of examining the report.  

05/02/2019WRAA02100Fish Landings

05/02/2019WRAA02200506. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to approve the port of Rathmullan, County Donegal, as an approved designated port (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5442/19]

05/02/2019WRAA02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under EU 
regulations, vessels from a non-EU country may only land fish at a limited number of ‘desig-
nated’ ports.  This is to aid control and compliance and to deter illegal, unreported and unregu-
lated fishing activity. 

There are currently two Irish ports that have been designated for landings by vessels from a 
third country: Killybegs in Donegal and Castletownbere in Cork. 

When the UK formally becomes a third country and the Common Fisheries Policy no longer 
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applies to it, UK registered vessels will be restricted to landing fish at those two ports. The vast 
majority of current UK fish landings are to those ports. Consequently, at the moment there are 
no plans to designate additional ports. 

However, if, as I very much hope will be the case, the Withdrawal Agreement is concluded, 
a transition period will apply where there will be no change to current practices for Irish or UK 
vessels for at least 2 years. 

If, in the worst case scenario, no agreement is reached and there is a disorderly Brexit, then 
the UK will leave on the 29th   of March 2019.  In that scenario, UK vessels would be restricted 
to landing in the two designated ports only from that date.

05/02/2019WRAA02400Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRAA02500507. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
contingency plans have been put in place for the supply of potatoes in the event of a no-deal 
Brexit in view of the fact that Ireland is one of the largest importers of UK potatoes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5555/19]

05/02/2019WRAA02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under Annex 
III of EU Plant Health Directive 2000/29/EC, seed potatoes are banned from entering the EU 
from third countries, with the exception of Switzerland. Switzerland has equivalency in terms 
of applying the EU Plant Health Directive.

Trader notices have issued to the Potato trade in this regard, and all advice to Irish growers 
is to ensure that UK seed is supplied before the end of March in order to facilitate the 2019 
planting season. There will then be at least another 9 months before the 2020 planting season 
for the European Commission to consider requests from the UK for amendment to Annex III of 
the Plant Health directive based on a detailed scientific justification as to why the amendment 
is warranted.  

Under that same EU Plant Health Directive, ware potatoes (for consumption) are banned 
from entering the EU from third countries, with certain exceptions. For ware potatoes to enter 
the EU from the UK in a no deal exit scenario, all consignments of such potatoes must be ac-
companied by a Phytosanitary Certificate issued by the UK Plant Health authorities and notified 
in advance, on the basis of being a third country recognised as free from Clavibacter michi-
ganensis ssp. Sepedonicus  (Ring Rot), as well as complying with EU Plant Health Directive 
Annex IV requirements for various other pests and diseases. These procedures are well estab-
lished for other third countries trading into Ireland.

05/02/2019WRAA02700Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRAA02800508. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Ireland has formally applied for a relaxation of agricultural state-aid rules as a result of Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5557/19]

05/02/2019WRAA02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular.  As such, Brexit has the potential 
to have a very significant impact on farmers and on the agrifood sector throughout Ireland.

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
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ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being required in 
order to deal with these impacts.  The institutions of the European Union are very well aware of 
the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy because this 
has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly recognised in 
the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan last week to discuss the 
potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. We discussed 
the unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the challenges that 
it could present.  I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to mitigate the 
potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market supports and 
exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, as well as 
increased flexibility under State Aid regulations, which has already been the subject of discus-
sions with the Commission. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s readiness to respond and 
support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the situation evolves. 

05/02/2019WRAA03000Beef Exports

05/02/2019WRAA03100509. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of exports to Egypt since the Egyptian market reopened to Irish beef; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5594/19]

05/02/2019WRAA03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My officials 
continue to work towards opening and enhancing access to as many markets as possible. This is 
a key part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, and is in line with 
the market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy. 

In relation to Egypt, the market was re-opened in early 2017 and there is an agreed veteri-
nary health certificate for beef. The certificate covers bone in beef, boneless beef and certain 
offals including liver, heart and kidneys. Five Irish beef establishments are approved to export 
to Egypt.  

While some trade commenced in early 2017, Central Statistics Office (CSO) trade data 
show that only 84 tonnes, or €226,000, was exported in 2017. There were not any beef exports 
to Egypt in 2018, up to the end of November. 

The role of DAFM is to open up markets for the industry and it is then up to the industry 
with the support of DAFM and Bord Bia, to avail of these opportunities. However, the actual 
levels of exports will depend on a range of factors, including as global supply and demand dy-
namics, currency fluctuations and individual customer requirements.

05/02/2019WRAA03300Trade Promotion

05/02/2019WRAA03400510. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the efforts being made to increase trade between Ireland and Egypt, including live cattle ex-
ports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5595/19]

05/02/2019WRAA03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pursuit 
and development of new markets for Irish agrifood exports is an ongoing and central compo-
nent of the strategic development of the agrifood sector, as evidenced by its placement right at 
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the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development over the coming decade. 
Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agrifood exports to new and emerging 
markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the Gulf region. This is where our efforts 
will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly given the need to diversify our markets 
and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations such as the UK.

Ireland’s main exports to Egypt are dairy products and fish. Bord Bia’s recent market priori-
tisation report - which was compiled at my request and identified export opportunities in new 
and more mature markets - identified Egypt as an important dairy market, so we will continue 
to engage with the dairy industry to enhance these exports. 

My Department has also engaged with the Egyptian authorities on several occasions in 
relation to live trade, including receiving an official delegation from Egypt in June 2018.  In 
January this year, Minister of State for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital Single Market 
and Data Protection, Pat Breen TD, discussed the issue of animal health certificates with the 
Egyptian Deputy Minister for Agriculture. The Egyptian authorities indicated willingness to 
consider amending existing health certificates and putting a new certificate for breeding stock 
in place. My Department’s Chief Veterinary Officer wrote to his counterpart on 18th   January 
with three proposed health certificates for the export of fattening, slaughter and breeding cattle. 
This engagement with the Egyptian authorities will continue, with the aim of re-establishing 
live exports as soon as might be possible.

05/02/2019WRAA03600Forestry Premium Payments

05/02/2019WRAA03700511. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for a forestry payment by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5598/19]

05/02/2019WRAA03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for a 2nd instalment grant on 18/04/2018 in respect of a forest established in 
2013 under the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme.  Payment of the 2nd instalment grant 
was issued on 10/07/2018 to a nominated forestry company, in accordance with the mandate 
assignment instruction submitted to the Department by the person named.

05/02/2019WRAA03900Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRAA04000512. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has put specific proposals to the Council of Agriculture Ministers and to the European Com-
missioner on the need to provide assistance to the farming and agrifood sectors in the event of 
trading difficulties and market disturbance due to Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5615/19]

05/02/2019WRAA04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agrifood 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural areas in particular. As such, Brexit has the potential to 
have a very significant impact on farmers and on the agrifood sector throughout Ireland.

I and my officials have been working very hard for quite some time to sensitise other Mem-
ber States and the European Commission to the potentially very severe impacts of Brexit on the 
Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors, and to the likelihood of specific supports being required in 
order to deal with these impacts. The institutions of the European Union are very well aware of 
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the likelihood of a significant impact of a disorderly Brexit on Ireland’s economy because this 
has been part of the discussion from the beginning, and indeed this is explicitly recognised in 
the Commission’s own communication on contingency planning. 

Most recently, I held a bilateral meeting with Commissioner Hogan last week to discuss 
the potential impact of a disorderly Brexit on the Irish agrifood and fisheries sectors. We dis-
cussed the unique exposure of these sectors to the threat of a disorderly Brexit, and the chal-
lenges that it could present. I stressed the need to be ready to deploy a range of measures to 
mitigate the potential impacts on farmers and processors, including through traditional market 
supports and exceptional aid under the CAP’s Single Common Market Organisation regulation, 
and increased flexibility under State Aid regulations. Commissioner Hogan reiterated the EU’s 
readiness to respond and support Ireland, and we will remain in contact on these issues as the 
situation evolves. 

05/02/2019WRAA04200Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRAA04300513. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
work being carried out by his Department at national and EU level to protect the bloodstock 
trade that will be severely affected by Brexit particularly in the event of a no-deal Brexit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [4123/19]

05/02/2019WRAA04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The current 
EU rules on the movement of equidae between EU Member States require that the animals 
being moved are inspected by an official veterinarian and accompanied by a veterinary health 
certificate issued under the EU TRACES system and a horse passport issued by an approved 
horse passport issuing body. 

However, these rules also allow Member States which have implemented alternative but 
equivalent health control systems in their respective territories, to grant one another derogations 
from the standard movement rules.  The derogation provided for under Community rules on the 
movement of equidae is applicable to movements between EU Member States only. It is not 
inclusive of movements between the EU and Third Countries. 

Currently Ireland is part of a Tripartite Agreement (TPA), along with the UK and France 
which allows for the movement and trade of horses between the three countries without under-
going veterinary inspections and without health certificates. As the TPA is based on EU legisla-
tion on the movement of horses within the EU, the UK cannot be part of the Agreement once it 
becomes a Third Country. 

The current focus of our ‘no deal’ contingency planning is on the arrangements that will be 
necessary for the Department to fulfil its legal obligations with respect to import controls on 
live animals and agri food products as efficiently as possible while also ensuring the minimum 
possible disruption to trading arrangements. 

As part of this planning we are upgrading existing Border Inspection Posts (BIPs) and de-
veloping additional BIPs to cater for the increased volume  of inspections necessary, including 
in respect of equines being imported from the UK, and making arrangements to facilitate the 
certification of horses to the UK as necessary. 

05/02/2019WRAA04500Felling Licences
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05/02/2019WRAA04600514. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a thinning licence was issued and then rescinded due to local opposition and reissued 
without notice to the opponents for a woodland (details supplied); the reason the licence was 
granted but the clearing was not overseen to protect an area that was a proposed special area of 
conservation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5667/19]

05/02/2019WRAA04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In this case a 
General Felling Licence was issued under the Forestry Act 1946 on the 7th April 2017 to thin 
a forest area.  This licence conferred on the licensee the right to uproot or cut down trees in the 
specified area of land in the ordinary course of thinning, in accordance with the general practice 
of good forestry. 

The felling licence on the site was suspended following receipt of reports from third parties. 
As there is an on-going review into the circumstances surrounding the felling at this location, I 
am unable to comment further on this individual case.  I expect this review to be finalised short-
ly and my Department will then take appropriate action based on the outcome of that report.

05/02/2019WRAA04800Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

05/02/2019WRAA04900515. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2018 area of natural constraints payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5701/19]

05/02/2019WRAA05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme by online application on 7 May 
2018.  Processing of this application has now been completed and payment will issue to the 
nominated bank account of the person named shortly.

05/02/2019WRAA05100Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

05/02/2019WRAA05200516. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2018 area of natural constraints payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5702/19]

05/02/2019WRAA05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme on 3 April 2018.

Processing of this application has now been completed and payment will issue to the nomi-
nated bank account of the person named shortly.

05/02/2019WRBB00200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

05/02/2019WRBB00300517. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2018 area of natural constraints payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5703/19]

05/02/2019WRBB00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for the Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme on 23 April 2018.  The processing 
of this application has now been completed, and payment will issue to the nominated bank ac-
count of the person named shortly.
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05/02/2019WRBB00500Horse and Greyhound Fund

05/02/2019WRBB00600518. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on subsidies to industries which promote gambling and its consequences (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5730/19]

05/02/2019WRBB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under Section 
12 of the Horse and Greyhound Racing Act, 2001 (No.20 of 2001), the horse and greyhound 
racing industries receive financial support from the State through the Horse and Greyhound 
Racing Fund (the Fund).  In the period 2001 to 2018 a total of €1.2 billion has been paid from 
the Fund in accordance with the provisions of the Act. Monies are paid out of the fund in the 
ratio of 80% to Horse Racing Ireland and 20% to Bord na gCon as specified in Section 12 (6) 
of the Act.  State funding provided through the Fund is pivotal to the survival of the horse and 
greyhound racing industries. €84 million has been provided under the Fund for 2019.

Horse Racing Industry

The 2017 Deloitte Report into the Economic Impact of Irish Breeding and Racing, commis-
sioned by HRI, indicates that the total direct and stimulated expenditure of the Irish breeding 
and racing industry is estimated at €1.84 billion in 2016.  In addition, it is estimated that there 
are 15,200 jobs at the core of the racing and breeding industry or in directly related industries. 
These jobs are based in rural areas and underpin the health of the rural economy.

Greyhound Racing Industry

A report by Economist Jim Power in November 2017 calculates there are 5,058 full and 
part-time jobs within the sector, with in excess of 7,000 greyhound owners deriving economic 
benefit from the industry.  The national industry contributes around €300 million to the Irish 
economy. The industry also has an important social impact on thousands of people, particularly 
in rural areas.

05/02/2019WRBB00800Climate Change Adaptation Plans

05/02/2019WRBB00900519. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the measures he is taking to address the considerable carbon admissions resulting from agricul-
ture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5731/19]

05/02/2019WRBB01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The National 
Policy Position on Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (2014) and the Climate Ac-
tion and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 refer to a long term vision for the agriculture, 
forestry and land use sectors based on: “an approach to carbon neutrality in the agriculture 
and land use sector, including forestry, that does not compromise capacity for sustainable food 
production”.

With what is internationally recognised as one of the most carbon efficient systems of food 
production in the EU, there are inherent challenges affecting climate emission reductions in the 
sector.

While agriculture is contributing to emissions, it is also part of the solution. There are three 
strands to my Department’s approach to this:

- Abatement: reducing emissions of methane, nitrous oxide and carbon dioxide from the 
agriculture sector in so far as it is possible;
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- Sequestration: increasing carbon sequestration through forests and land use;

- Displacement and substitution: displacing fossil fuel and energy intensive materials with 
renewable energy sources.

My Department and agencies are actively engaged with the farming sector on a large range 
of measures and actions focused on the environment and climate, which support the continued 
transition towards a low carbon economy and society.

Measures such as the Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) are aimed at lowering 
the intensity of GHG emissions by improving the quality and efficiency of the national beef 
herd. Our Agri-Environment Scheme, GLAS supports farmers to implement actions such as the 
use of Low Emission manure application technology whilst our Capital Support Scheme, the 
Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS) also supports investment in technology 
and infrastructure to make agriculture more carbon efficient.  Other initiatives such as Origin 
Green, Quality Assurance schemes and Knowledge Transfer Schemes also contribute to lower-
ing the carbon footprint of the sector.

In terms of sequestration our most significant intervention is the national afforestation pro-
gramme.  Afforestation and forests also play a key role in replacing energy intensive materials 
and providing sustainable renewable biomass to the energy sector. My Department are there-
fore, investing heavily in the Afforestation Scheme to encourage landowners to establish forests 
on their land. The Government has recently approved significant improvements in grant and 
premium rates under the agro forestry and forestry for fibre options.

Lastly, the third strand to our climate policy approach focuses on energy efficiency, energy 
provision from biomass and other agricultural products and on the use of wood products to 
substitute for materials associated with high levels of emissions such as steel, concrete and fos-
sil fuels. The agriculture and forest sector is a significant contributor of low-carbon, bio-based 
materials at present and is primed to play a central role in the expansion of the bio economy. My 
Department is actively supporting this through funding research and development and value the 
efforts of other Departments and Bodies in seeking green, sustainable solutions to meeting our 
resource needs.

My Department continues to review options that will enable our farmers to transition to a 
low carbon economy.  The recently published Teagasc report “An Analysis of Abatement Po-
tential of Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Irish Agriculture 2021-2030” is key to informing the 
type of measures we need to focus on into the future to continue to reduce the carbon footprint 
of the sector.

05/02/2019WRBB01100Fur Farming

05/02/2019WRBB01200520. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a ban on fur farming will be introduced here in 2019 (details supplied). [5732/19]

05/02/2019WRBB01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has statutory responsibility for the welfare and protection of farmed animals under the 
European Communities (Welfare of Farmed Animals) Regulations, 2010(Statutory Instrument 
No 311/2010) and the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013.  Irish fur farmers are, in this regard, 
subject to the same animal welfare legislation as other livestock farmers.

A review of all aspects of fur farming in Ireland was commissioned in November 2011.  The 
terms of reference of the Review Group were:
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(i) To review fur farming in Ireland taking into account existing legislative provisions for 
the licensing of mink farming;

(ii) To comment on the economic benefits of the sector;

(iii) To consider the effectiveness of existing welfare controls, and

(iv) To make appropriate recommendations.

The Review Group invited submissions from the public and interested parties and consid-
ered over four hundred submissions which were received.

The Group concluded that it did not find the arguments in favour of banning the farming of 
fur animals in Ireland compelling and recommended that instead, fur farming be allowed con-
tinue under licence and subject to official control. I accept the findings of the review group and 
its recommendations.

On foot of the Review Group’s deliberations, my Department introduced more rigorous 
controls on licence holders in the areas of animal welfare, animal accommodation, security 
and nutrient management. Licensees are subject to regular inspections, including unannounced 
inspections by Department officials.

Notwithstanding the position in other countries, given the recommendations from the re-
view group, there are no plans to introduce a ban on fur farming in this country.

05/02/2019WRBB01400Greyhound Industry

05/02/2019WRBB01500521. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 183 of 10 October 2018, if the matter raised has been 
investigated; and if so, if he will communicate the results of the investigation in relation to the 
person. [5733/19]

05/02/2019WRBB01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Department 
officials followed up on this matter with the Irish Greyhound Board, which has informed my 
Department that they conducted a full inspection of the named individual’s premises and ani-
mals during the course of 2018. No welfare concerns were raised.

My Department will continue to work with the Irish Greyhound Board and monitor the situ-
ation.

05/02/2019WRBB01700Greyhound Industry

05/02/2019WRBB01800522. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that greyhounds born here are continuing to end up in 
China which has no animal welfare laws; if the matter will be investigated; and if action will be 
taken against the greyhound owners involved. [5734/19]

05/02/2019WRBB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am aware of 
reports of the export of greyhounds to China.

The vast majority of greyhounds that are moved from Ireland go to the UK.  Information re-
ceived from my Department’s local offices indicates that no greyhounds were exported directly 
from Ireland to China in 2017 and 2018.
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Under EU law, dogs moved to another EU country from Ireland must be accompanied by an 
EU pet passport, be microchipped, and have a valid rabies vaccination.

The premises exporting dogs must be registered with my Department in advance of the 
export.  Before travel, dogs must undergo a clinical examination by an authorised veterinar-
ian, who must verify that the animals show no obvious signs of disease and are fit to be trans-
ported.  Dogs must also have a health certificate issued by a Department veterinarian.  These 
procedures, including vaccination, ensure that only healthy dogs, over the age of 15 weeks, are 
allowed to be exported.

Exporters must also comply with EU law on the protection of animals during transport, 
while the transport of animals by air is also governed by the International Air Transport Asso-
ciation (IATA) regulations.  In this context, I am aware that a number of airlines do not transport 
commercial consignments of greyhounds.

The welfare of greyhounds is regulated by the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 and the 
Animal Health and Welfare Act of 2013.  The latter applies to all animals, whether kept for 
commercial, domestic, sport, show or other purposes.  It contains robust measures against the 
ill-treatment of animals.

The Greyhound Racing Bill 2018, once enacted, will add to existing legislation, making the 
greyhound the most regulated of all canine breeds in Ireland. The Bill ensures that the principles 
of good governance and regulation are clearly and unambiguously laid down in primary legis-
lation.  In broad terms the Bill seeks to address deficiencies in the existing legislation and the 
governance of Bord na gCon.  It will strengthen regulatory controls in the industry, modernise 
sanctions and improve integrity with a view to building a reputation for exceptional regulation 
in the sector.

My Department has a close working relationship with animal welfare charities on all aspects 
of animal welfare. Officials of my Department meet regularly with welfare members of the In-
ternational Greyhound Forum, which includes the Dogs Trust, the ISPCA and Bord na gCon, to 
consider issues surrounding the export of greyhounds.

Bord na gCon has stated that it is opposed to exports to countries that do not meet Ireland’s 
welfare standards. I fully endorse this view.

05/02/2019WRBB02000Horse Racing Industry

05/02/2019WRBB02100523. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the measures put in place by his Department and an organisation (details supplied) to ensure 
that no devices such as one publicised in Australia recently are being used in tracks or horse 
trainers premises here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5735/19]

05/02/2019WRBB02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As from 1 Jan-
uary 2018, the Irish Horseracing Regulatory Board is the regulatory body for all horse-racing 
in Ireland.  The Irish Horseracing Regulatory Board (IHRB) is a company limited by guarantee 
set up by the Turf Club (established 1790) and the Irish National Hunt Steeplechase Commit-
tee (established 1866) for the purpose of carrying out the regulatory and licensing functions for 
Irish horse-racing.

This body is responsible for protecting the integrity and reputation of Irish horse-racing 
in Ireland. The role was previously carried out by the Turf Club and the Irish National Hunt 
Steeplechase Committee. The role of the IHRB is provided for under the Irish Horse Racing Act 
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2016 and subsequent Statutory Instruments.

The issue which the deputy has raised is an operational matter for the IHRB.  The IHRB 
have informed me that over 3,000 inspections have been carried out at Trainers’ premises over 
the last 30 years by its predecessors and itself. During this time they have found no evidence 
and received no reports that the devices referred to by the Deputy are in use in Ireland.

The IHRB would regard the used of such devices as extremely serious and any Trainer 
found using such devices will be dealt with accordingly under the Rules of Racing and Irish 
National Hunt Steeplechase Rules.

05/02/2019WRBB02300Animal Welfare

05/02/2019WRBB02400524. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on whether fox hunting is unacceptable here (details supplied); and if legislation will 
be introduced to outlaw same. [5736/19]

05/02/2019WRBB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The deputy 
will be aware detailed debate was held around the issue of hunting during the passage of the 
Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 and the Dail voted overwhelmingly to allow the continu-
ation on fox hunting in accordance with an appropriate Code of Conduct.

The Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013 requires persons to ensure that animals being 
hunted are not subject to unnecessary suffering and specifically prohibits the hunting of animals 
which have been released in an injured, mutilated or exhausted condition.

Section 25 of the Animal Health & Welfare Act 2013 also allows for the establishment of 
codes of practice and for the adoption of codes published by other persons for the purposes of 
providing practical guidance relating to any aspect of the Act, including fox hunting. Voluntary 
codes of practice have been established by The Hunting Association of Ireland which detail the 
conduct to be adhered to in respect of the hunting of foxes and the treatment of the animal dur-
ing the hunt. The Code prohibits the hunting of foxes where the animal is injured and advocates 
the humane disposal of a fox when captured.  The code also takes into account local concerns 
and the concerns of the landowner(s) on whose land hunting takes place. I can confirm for the 
Deputy that officials of my Department meet with the Hunting Association of Ireland from time 
to time to review the operation of the  existing Code.

I can also confirm that I have no plans to change the existing legislation.

05/02/2019WRBB02600Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

05/02/2019WRBB02700525. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a 2018 area of natural constraints payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5754/19]

05/02/2019WRBB02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme on 15 February 2018.

Under the Terms and Conditions of the 2018 ANC scheme applicants must comply with 
stocking density requirements, one of which is to retain an annual average stocking density on 
their lands for the scheme year.  The person named has failed to comply with this requirement.
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An official from my Department has recently written to the person named advising of this 
position and requesting him to send in any relevant further relevant  information.

05/02/2019WRBB02900Landfill Sites

05/02/2019WRBB03000526. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of expressions of interest to tender for the remediation of Kerdiffs-
town landfill, Naas, County Kildare received by Kildare County Council by the closing date of 
31 January 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5016/19]

05/02/2019WRBB03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I understand that Kildare County Council has extended the deadline for submission 
of expressions of interest to tender to 14 February 2019. The extension was granted on foot of 
requests for more time made on the eTenders procurement website.

05/02/2019WRBB03200Broadband Service Provision

05/02/2019WRBB03300527. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if the provision of broadband services to Ballymore, County Westmeath, will cover 
the townland of Rathskeagh including a property (details supplied). [5083/19]

05/02/2019WRBB03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is 
in the process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. Ac-
cording to data for Q3 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 
210,000 premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment.  Information on eir’s rural 
deployment is available on that company’s website at

http://fibrerollout.ie/Eircode-lookup/.

A copy of the Commitment Agreement is available on my Department’s website, www.dc-
cae.gov.ie.

The deployment of infrastructure in the village of Ballymore, as referred to by the Deputy, 
is part of this deployment.

eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is an entirely commercial undertaking, and 
not part of the planned State Intervention network. Although the deployment is monitored un-
der the terms of a Commitment Agreement signed between the company and my Department, it 
is not funded by the State and it is not planned, designed or directed by my Department in any 
capacity. The selection of what premises are to be served under eir’s deployment is a commer-
cial decision for that company.

The approximately 19 premises in the townlands of Rathskeagh upper and lower, includ-
ing the one referred to by the Deputy, are in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan 
(NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.
broadband.gov.ie.

The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing procurement process. As such, they are 
not included in eir’s rural fibre deployment.
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The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage. My priority is to bring the procurement process to a fair and impartial conclusion 
as quickly as possible and I will bring a recommendation to Government in this regard in the 
coming weeks.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services.

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing. These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements.

05/02/2019WRBB03500Waste Management

05/02/2019WRBB03600528. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the detail of the objective as set out in the strategy (details supplied) regarding the 
Statement of Strategy 2016 - 2019 of his Department; the revisions he planned or plans to ne-
gotiate; the stage these negotiations are at in relation to EU waste legislation; the detail of the 
EU legislation concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5084/19]

05/02/2019WRBB03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The negotiations referred to by the Deputy were in relation to amending Directives in-
troduced by the EU as part of a Circular Economy Legislative Package. The legislative amend-
ments form one element of the EU’s overarching policy statement on the Circular Economy, 
‘Closing the Loop’, published at the end of 2015. The Directives amended were:

- Waste Framework Directive

- Packaging and Waste Packaging Directive

- Landfill Directive

- Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive

- Batteries and Accumulators and Waste Batteries and Accumulators Directive

- End of Life Vehicles Directive.

Negotiations on these directives concluded in early 2018 and the amending directives were 
published in June 2018. The transposition deadline for these directives is June 2020.

My department is now examining how the legislative changes can be given effect in our na-
tional waste management laws. The Directives introduce challenging new targets for all Mem-
bers States in the relation landfill waste reduction and increased recycling and recovery of waste 
packaging. They also expand the obligations on producers for taking responsibility for the end 
use of their products. The outcome of these negotiations, though challenging in certain aspects 
for Ireland, will form a basis for future waste management policy in Ireland and achieving com-
pliance with the new Directives will be a policy priority.
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05/02/2019WRBB03800Waste Management

05/02/2019WRBB03900529. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the annual cost of permits either on average or as a scale under the national waste 
management policy; the amount spent on inspections of waste collection operators; the amount 
of this cost borne by permit fees; and the amount of this cost borne by the State in each of the 
years 2008 to 2018. [5085/19]

05/02/2019WRBB04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The fee payable to apply for a waste collection permit is €1,000, €2,000 or €5,000 
depending on whether the application is to collect waste in a single local authority functional 
area, a regional waste management area or nationally, as set out in Regulation 8 and the Third 
Schedule to the Waste Management (Collection Permit) Regulations 2007, S.I. 820 of 2007 (as 
amended). Waste collection permits are normally granted for a period of 5 years, but may be 
reviewed at any time by the National Waste Collection Permit Office (NWCPO). Fees relating 
to such reviews cannot exceed the costs reasonably incurred by the NWCPO and cannot exceed 
€5,000. Fees under S.I. 820 of 2007 are designed to cover the administration of the permit, not 
the enforcement of the conditions of the permit, which remains a matter for the relevant local 
authority and as such, details concerning inspection costs are not collated by my Department.

05/02/2019WRBB04100Air Pollution

05/02/2019WRBB04200530. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the regulations in place governing the burning of wood in domestic fires; if wood 
burning is classified as a pollutant; his plans to ban the burning of wood domestically; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5104/19]

05/02/2019WRBB04300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): All smoke, including smoke from wood burning, contains a range of toxic pollutants 
including fine particulate matter (PM2.5) that impact on health. While, there is no set of leg-
islation that specifically addresses smoke from wood burning, Section 26 of the Air Pollution 
Act gives local authorities powers to serve a notice on the occupier of any premises in order to 
prevent or to limit air pollution from that premises.

It is a matter for a Local Authority to exercise its judgement in any individual case as to 
whether a nuisance is being caused and, if so, what abatement action is required. It should be 
noted that this section applies equally to all sources of emissions to air, including the burning 
of substances other than wood.

There can be a big variation in the quality of wood sold in Ireland. Purchasing cheap low 
quality fuel may prove to be a false economy as much of the energy is needed to burn off ex-
cess moisture in the wood rather than providing heat output to the consumer; and the reduced 
combustion temperature can result in the increased generation of toxic and carcinogenic air 
pollutants including Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) as well as dioxins which are 
promoted by the high chlorine levels in the fuel. While there are no statutory regulations for 
biomass quality, a voluntary Wood Fuel Quality Assurance scheme is in place.

In relation to air pollution more generally, recent scientific evidence indicates that it is more 
damaging at lower concentrations than was previously understood. With this in mind, I am 
committed to bringing forward Ireland’s first ever National Clean Air Strategy. The Strategy, 
which I intend to publish this year, will provide the policy framework necessary to identify and 
promote integrated measures across Government that are required to reduce air pollution and 
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promote cleaner air, while delivering on wider national objectives. Domestic solid fuel use will 
be addressed in the context of the strategy.

05/02/2019WRBB04400Inland Fisheries Ireland

05/02/2019WRBB04500531. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason an application by a person (details supplied) for eel compensation has 
not issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5461/19]

05/02/2019WRBB04600533. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment when letter of offers will issue to applicants to the eel hardship fund; the timescale 
in which they should receive payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5484/19]

05/02/2019WRBB04700Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 531 and 533 together.

The Eel Support Scheme is being administered by inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI).

Correspondence issued from IFI in the first instance to applicants whose applications were 
deemed not to meet the criteria for the Support scheme. This was to facilitate possible appeals 
to the decision of IFI as regards eligibility or other matters. I will be extending the deadline for 
the receipt of appeals to 5.00 p.m. on Friday 22 February 2019.

I am advised by IFI that individualised letters of offer to applicants deemed eligible, based 
on individual verification of the records held by the State in respect of each applicant, are being 
issued. A key element of offers is to outline clearly the need for recipients to comply with all 
Revenue requirements and to make the appropriate tax return to the Revenue Commissioners.

Payment can issue to any individual applicant once the applicant communicates, in writing, 
formal acceptance of the offer and confirmation of undertaking to adhere to the conditions of 
the scheme and the letter of offer. I understand, therefore, that payment dates are likely to vary 
based on the response of each applicant.

I am not in a position to comment on any individual’s personal financial arrangements.

05/02/2019WRBB04800Climate Change Policy

05/02/2019WRBB04900532. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment his views on whether permission to build permanent infrastructure for fossil fuel stor-
age, such as the Shannon LNG project, will lock Ireland into dependence on fossil fuel imports 
in conflict with transition objectives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5472/19]

05/02/2019WRBB05000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I have announced the preparation of an All of Government Climate Action Plan which 
when complete will set out how we can make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. 
The plan will build on existing policy and will focus action across Government in all sectors of 
the economy that contribute to greenhouse gas emissions.  The National Mitigation Plan, pub-
lished in July 2017, restates the Government’s commitment to move from a fossil fuel-based 
electricity system to a low-carbon power system. Investment in further renewable generation 
will be incentivised.

The new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme, the high level design of which was ap-
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proved by government in July 2018, will provide for a renewable electricity ambition of 55% 
by 2030. Currently, 30% of our electricity is generated from renewables.

In all projected transitions to a low carbon economy by 2050, gas will continue to play a 
role. It plays an important role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the power generation, 
industrial and commercial, residential and transport sectors by replacing more CO2 intensive 
fossil fuels. In Ireland gas powered generation also provides an important back-up for intermit-
tent renewable wind generation.

So while gas usage will reduce significantly in the years ahead, Ireland will still need secure 
sources of gas. At present this is provided by both gas piped on shore from Irish gas fields and 
imports through gas pipelines from the UK.

The development of an LNG facility could further enhance Ireland’s gas security of supply 
by increasing import route diversity and would be compatible with the State’s commitments to 
tackle climate change.

Ireland’s energy policy is fully aligned with the EU’s climate and energy objectives on the 
transition to decarbonisation, which includes continuous and on-going review of policies to 
reduce harmful emissions, improve energy efficiency, incentivise efficient and sustainable in-
frastructure investment, integrate markets, and promote research and innovation while ensuring 
our energy security of supply is maintained and enhanced.

  Question No. 533 answered with Question No. 531.

05/02/2019WRBB05125Environmental Protection Agency

05/02/2019WRBB05150534. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he is satisfied that sufficient safeguards are in place at a plant (details supplied) 
to ensure that the red mud ponds there will not leak into either the River Shannon or the wider 
environment.  [5562/19]

05/02/2019WRBB05175Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The facility in question operates under an Integrated Pollution Prevention and Con-
trol (IPPC) licence granted by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The monitoring 
and enforcement of conditions attaching to IPPC licences are a matter for the EPA and I am 
precluded from exercising any power in relation to the performance by the EPA of its licensing 
functions in specific cases under the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992, as amended.

A copy of the relevant IPCC licence is available on the EPA website at www.epa.ie.

05/02/2019WRBB05200Better Energy Homes Scheme

05/02/2019WRBB05300535. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the value of grants disbursed by the SEAI under categories (details supplied) in 2017 
and 2018. [5605/19]

05/02/2019WRBB05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Better Energy Homes scheme is funded by my Department and is administered 
by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).  The scheme offers cash grants to all ho-
meowners whose homes were built and occupied before 2006. The grants offered cover a range 
of works, including wall and attic insulation, heating controls and the installation of renewable 
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technologies.

In 2018 the Better Energy Homes scheme was expanded to include grants for Heat Pumps 
and Solar Photovoltaic (PV) panels. The cut-off date for eligibility for these grants is for homes 
built prior to 2011.

The following table details the amount of grant funding spent on energy efficiency measures 
under this scheme for 2017 and 2018.

Value of grants 2017 2018
Heat pump systems (incl. Technical 
Assessment) 

N/A 57,500

All insulation 8,323,413 8,647,574
Heating controls (including those 
paid in conjunction with fossil fuel 
boilers) 

5,312,459 6,609,314

Solar thermal 2,008,750 1,125,000
Solar PV N/A 125,350

05/02/2019WRCC00200Warmer Homes Scheme Data

05/02/2019WRCC00300536. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the value of work grant aided by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, SEAI, 
under the better energy, warmer home scheme in 2017 and 2018; and the number households 
aided. [5606/19]

05/02/2019WRCC00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Warmer Homes scheme has been in operation since 2000 and provides free en-
ergy efficiency upgrades to low income homeowners living in or at risk of energy poverty. The 
number of homes upgraded and overall funding for 2017 and 2018 is set out below.  Subject to 
survey by SEAI and assessment of potential for improved energy performance, the scheme can 
provide energy efficiency upgrades including attic and wall insulation.  In 2018 the scheme was 
expanded to permit the upgrade of more property types such as homes with solid walls.  This 
will increase the energy savings and emissions reductions that the scheme can achieve and will 
also enable future fuel switching. As a result of these changes fewer homes were upgraded.  
However, more homes received more expensive measures that will result in more carbon sav-
ings.

Warmer Homes Scheme 2017 2018
Number of Homes 6,555 5,255
Cost (€m) 22.621 35.512

05/02/2019WRCC00500Building Energy Rating Compliance

05/02/2019WRCC00600537. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the number of households that have successfully applied for deep retrofit grants from 
the SEAI by county; and the value of these grants in 2017 and 2018, in tabular form. [5607/19]

05/02/2019WRCC00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme is investigating how to create a scalable offering 
for the deep retrofit of Ireland’s housing stock to an A3 Building Energy Rating (BER), while 
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building consumer demand and contractor capacity for deep retrofit.  Under the scheme Gov-
ernment is currently funding up to 50% of the total capital and project management costs for 
homes that achieve an A3 Building Energy Rating post retrofit.  This will inform a model that 
can make deep retrofit available to individual homeowners on a larger scale post 2020, and will 
help Ireland move away from fossil fuels to clean renewable heating systems, such as solar and 
heat pumps. Any final model will also have to ensure value for money from the State’s invest-
ment.

Deep Retrofit 
Pilot Scheme

2017 2018

No. of Homes 
Completed

Amount Paid 
(€)

No. of Homes 
Completed

Amount Paid 
(€m)

Carlow
Cavan
Clare 2
Cork 2 4
Donegal 16
Dublin 45
Galway 6
Kerry 2
Kildare 3
Kilkenny 3
Laois 1
Leitrim
Limerick 6
Longford
Louth 1
Mayo 64
Meath 1 1
Monaghan
Offaly
Roscommon
Sligo
Tipperary 26
Waterford 11
Westmeath 1
Wexford 17
Wicklow 2
Total 3 €861,000* 211 €4.72
*€861,000 spend in 2017 relates to 3 completed homes and 37 homes partially completed.

05/02/2019WRCC00800Better Energy Homes Scheme Data

05/02/2019WRCC00900538. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the number of households that applied for and received grant aid from the SEAI for 
attic, wall and other insulation grants in 2017 and 2018, by county in tabular form. [5608/19]
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05/02/2019WRCC01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Better Energy Homes Scheme is administered by the Sustainable Energy Author-
ity of Ireland (SEAI) on behalf of my Department.  The Better Energy Homes Scheme provides 
a financial incentive to private homeowners who wish to improve the energy performance of 
their home.  Fixed grants covering 30% of the works are provided towards the cost of a range 
of measures including attic insulation, wall insulation, heating systems upgrades, solar thermal 
panels and accompanying Building Energy Rating (BER). 

In 2018, 14,238 homes received energy efficiency grants worth €17.21million.

The specific information requested is set out in the following table.

Better Energy Homes 
Scheme

2017 2018

No. of Homes Completed No. of Homes Completed 
Roof Insulation 4,498 3,248
Cavity Wall Insulation 3,869 2,553
Dry Lining Insulation 618 434
External Wall Insulation 1,183 1,174

05/02/2019WRCC01100National Broadband Plan Implementation

05/02/2019WRCC01200539. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan at a location (details sup-
plied); when it will be connected; the rationale for not including it and a number of other houses 
in the area with connection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5611/19]

05/02/2019WRCC01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The specific premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the Na-
tional Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map, which is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie.  The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the 
proposed State led Intervention under the NBP. This intervention is the subject of an ongoing 
procurement process.  The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention 
network is now at the final stage.  My priority is to bring the procurement process to a fair and 
impartial conclusion as quickly as possible and I will bring a recommendation to Government 
in this regard in the coming weeks.

I note that the Deputy makes reference to the deployment of infrastructure by eir close to this 
premises.  This is part of that company’s ongoing rural fibre roll out to some 300,000 premises. 

Eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is an entirely commercial undertaking, and 
not part of the planned State Intervention network.  Although the deployment is monitored un-
der the terms of a Commitment Agreement signed between the company and my Department, it 
is not funded by the State and it is not planned, designed or directed by my Department in any 
capacity. 

The selection of what premises are to be served under eir’s deployment is a commercial 
decision for that company.  My Department has no statutory authority or function to intervene 
in the company’s commercial decisions, nor in any decisions relating to the roll out and siting 
of infrastructure throughout Ireland by service providers operating in a liberalised market.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
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to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local au-
thorities through the Broadband Officers is continuing.  These Broadband Officers are acting 
as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities. The appointment of these 
officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of consistency 
in engagements.

05/02/2019WRCC01400Water Pollution

05/02/2019WRCC01500540. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the expected time for an inner lough waterway to refresh itself following a pollution 
incident; and the research that has taken place to provide this information. [5690/19]

05/02/2019WRCC01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have no role or 
function in the matter raised. The matter should be raised with the relevant Local Authority and, 
if appropriate, with the Environmental Protection Agency.

05/02/2019WRCC01700Sports Capital Programme

05/02/2019WRCC01800541. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the supports 
available for clubs (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5117/19]

05/02/2019WRCC01900548. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the supports 
available for clubs (details supplied) in view of the development of a location; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5038/19]

05/02/2019WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 541 and 548 together.

In relation to capital works, the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for 
Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the 
purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.  The most recent round of 
the SCP closed for applications on 19 October 2019.  

It will be open to any organisation with a suitable project to apply for funding under future 
rounds of the SCP.  While the programme does not fund the purchase of land, a club without its 
own land can apply for non-personal sports equipment or for small scale capital works, with a 
maximum grant of €50,000, provided they have they permission of their landlord to make such 
an application.  The most recent guide to the programme explains this process in detail and is 
available on my Department’s website at www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie. 

With regard to current funding for sports clubs, Sport Ireland is the statutory body with 
responsibility for the development of sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising 
standards, including the allocation of funding to sports bodies.  While it does not provide direct 
funding for clubs or individuals, the agency does channel funding through the relevant National 
Governing Body of Sport, in this case the GAA.  There is no mechanism by which Sport Ireland 
can allocate funding outside of this process.  Accordingly, the clubs in question may wish to 
contact the GAA to see if they can assist in any way.
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05/02/2019WRCC02100Fáilte Ireland Funding

05/02/2019WRCC02200542. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the crite-
ria included in the decision-making process regarding funding (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5577/19]

05/02/2019WRCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national 
tourism policy.  While it provides funding to Fáilte Ireland for investment in national and re-
gional festivals, my Department has no role in the administration of the related programmes.

I have asked Fáilte Ireland to reply directly to the Deputy with further information on the 
matters raised.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten 
working days.

Fáilte will be in a position to provide more details, but in regard to the recently announced 
funding allocations to which the Deputy refers these related only to festivals being funded 
through Fáilte Ireland’s 2019 National Festival Programmes.  There is a separate programme 
for Regional Festivals and Participative Events, for which Fáilte provides the funding to each 
of the Local Authorities which, in turn, are responsible for the administration of the programme 
in their respective areas and related funding allocations.

05/02/2019WRCC02400Railway Stations

05/02/2019WRCC02500543. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to the service that is out of order at a train station (details supplied); 
the length of time it is out of order; and the timeline for it to be repaired. [4951/19]

05/02/2019WRCC02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport.  
The operation of the rail network and stations on the network including lifts at train stations, is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann in the first instance.

In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tions to the company for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within ten working days.

05/02/2019WRCC02700Transport Infrastructure Ireland Projects

05/02/2019WRCC02800544. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
costing of the M7 upgrades; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4952/19]

05/02/2019WRCC02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  My Department allocates the national capital roads programme 
budget to Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) to manage and deliver (in accordance with the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015) the planning, design, and construction of all national roads develop-
ments, in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 

Noting the above position, I have, therefore, referred the question, on the costing of the M7 
upgrade, to TII for a direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
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reply within 10 working days.

05/02/2019WRCC03000Fáilte Ireland

05/02/2019WRCC03100545. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Fáilte 
Ireland’s website will be updated to reflect more accurately tourism products and offerings in 
north County Cork region. [4972/19]

05/02/2019WRCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of devel-
oping national tourism policy, and the information contained in Fáilte Ireland’s websites is a 
matter for that agency.  

I am informed, however, that Fáilte Ireland regularly review and update the content across 
their websites. In doing so they seek to ensure that they are accurately representing the breadth 
of experiences across the whole country and feature them appropriately on their websites in a 
timely manner.  

I have asked Fáilte Ireland to respond to the Deputy.  Please contact my private office if you 
do not receive a reply within ten working days.

05/02/2019WRCC03300Roads Maintenance Funding

05/02/2019WRCC03400546. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
level of funding available by county under the specific improvement grant scheme; if multiple 
schemes from one county can be submitted for funding; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5007/19]

05/02/2019WRCC03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant County or 
City Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on 
those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  
The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is a matter for each Council.

Before the financial crisis, local authorities could apply on a regular basis for grants for Spe-
cific and Strategic Improvement Grants to improve roads.  However, the extent of the cutbacks 
in grant funding during the recession meant these grant schemes had to be curtailed after 2013 
because expenditure on maintenance/renewal was falling well short of what was required to 
adequately maintain the regional and local road network. 

Project Ireland 2040 does provide for the gradual build up in funding for the road network 
but it will take some years yet to reach the level required for the adequate maintenance and 
renewal of the network.  For this reason there is limited scope at present for funding projects 
under the Specific or Strategic Grant Programme.  

Any projects proposed by local authorities for consideration under the Specific or Strate-
gic Grant Programmes are assessed by the Department on a case-by-case project basis, not a 
County basis, and must comply with the requirements of the Public Spending Code and my 
Department’s Capital Appraisal Framework. 

The overall total allocation in 2019 for Specific Improvement Grants is €15.2 million.
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05/02/2019WRCC03600Cycling Facilities Provision

05/02/2019WRCC03700547. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his 
attention has been drawn to consultations undertaken by his counterpart in France (details sup-
plied); his plans to engage in a similar fashion with an organisation here on the development of 
a comprehensive policy regarding cycling here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5010/19]

05/02/2019WRCC03800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I thank the Deputy for 
bringing this matter to my attention, I was not aware of the French Minister’s consultation with 
the particular organisation referred to by the Deputy.

As the Deputy may be aware, my Department has committed to undertake a review of pub-
lic transport policy “to ensure services are sustainable into the future and are meeting the needs 
of a modern economy”.  This is line with a commitment given in the Programme for a Partner-
ship Government. 

This review is a significant and substantial resource commitment and my Department has 
commenced and substantially completed the research and analysis required to inform the pro-
posed period of public consultation which I expect to launch in the near future. 

The review is premised on the concept of integrated and sustainable transport, in keeping 
with the objectives of Smarter Travel – A Sustainable Transport Future which formed the over-
arching policy backdrop to the development of the National Cycling Policy Framework. As part 
of the overall review therefore, analysis of the National Cycling Policy Framework  , its imple-
mentation and impact is being conducted and will be published as part of the overall review.  

Last year, as part of this review I hosted a Public Transport Stakeholder Forum in the Man-
sion House at which representatives from a broad spectrum of interest groups in the wider pub-
lic and sustainable transport sector attended, including those representing cyclists. 

As stated I expect to initiate a public consultation process in the coming months and I look 
forward to engaging with the public on this important work.

  Question No. 548 answered with Question No. 541.

05/02/2019WRCC04000Driver Test Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRCC04100549. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of persons awaiting driver tests in the Cork city, Mallow, Skibbereen, Killarney and 
Tralee testing centres. [5073/19]

05/02/2019WRCC04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As this is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority, I have referred your question to the Authority for direct response.  If 
you do not receive a response within 10 working days, please contact my office directly.

05/02/2019WRCC04300Sports Capital Programme Applications

05/02/2019WRCC04400550. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of an application by a centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5082/19]
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05/02/2019WRCC04500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme opened for applications on 
Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 19th October.  By that deadline, 
a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects that were deemed invalid under the 2017 round 
of the programme that subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.  

I can confirm that a new application has been submitted by the organisation referred to by 
the Deputy.  For the first time, applicants who have submitted incorrect documentation under 
this round will be given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment pe-
riod. While there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the 
opportunity to correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the de-
tailed information contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have 
all applications assessed.  Accordingly, I expect that it will be at least the second quarter of this 
year before the full set of allocations under this current round of the programme are announced.

05/02/2019WRCC04600Cothabháil Bóithre

05/02/2019WRCC04700551. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den Aire Iompair, Turasóireachta agus 
Spóirt cén uair a dhéanfar cinneadh maidir le hiarratas a cuireadh chuig a Roinn maidir le hac-
mhainní cuí a fháil chun caoi níos fearr a chur ar Bhóthar Dhoire Fhatharta; agus an ndéanfaidh 
sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [5094/19]

05/02/2019WRCC04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Is é an tÚdarás Áitiú-
la a bhfuil an dualghas reachtúil orthu na bóithre réigiúnach agus áitiúl a fheabhsú agus a 
caomhnú. Cuireann an tÚdarás Áitiúla na hachmainní ar fáill le haghaidh oibreacha, le cabhair 
deontais bóithre an Stáit, nuair atá sé oiriúnach. Déanann an t-Údarás an toghaidh agus an to-
saíocht maidir leis na toinscnimh comh maith. 

Sheoil mé fógra chuig Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe maidir le dáiliú airgid €300,000 i 
gcór Bhóthar Dhoire Fharatha faoin Scéim Deontais Áirithe.

05/02/2019WRCC04900Ports Development

05/02/2019WRCC05000552. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding the recruitment of a business development manager at Rosslare Europort; the re-
sponsibilities associated with the role; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5133/19]

05/02/2019WRCC05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

05/02/2019WRCC05200Bus Éireann Services

05/02/2019WRCC05300553. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
annual operating costs of the Navan, Athlone and Sligo Bus Éireann town bus service, respec-
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tively; and the cost of fuel, insurance, staffing, maintenance and so on. [5152/19]

05/02/2019WRCC05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is an 
operational matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company 
for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten 
working days.

05/02/2019WRDD00200Public Transport Data

05/02/2019WRDD00300554. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mid-
point annual pay for drivers in Bus Éireann and LocalLink services, respectively. [5153/19]

05/02/2019WRDD00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
which now operates under the Local Link brand. Noting this I have forward the Deputy’s Ques-
tion to the NTA for direct reply.

The question of rates of pay in Bus Éireann is a matter for the company and I have also 
forward the Deputy’s Question to the company for direct reply

Please advise my private office if you do not receive responses within ten working days.

05/02/2019WRDD00500Driver Test Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRDD00600555. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ad-
ditional resources and-or finance required to implement a guarantee of a driver test within six 
weeks of application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5154/19]

05/02/2019WRDD00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As this is primarily 
an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority (RSA), I have referred your question to the 
Authority for direct response. If you do not receive a response within 10 working days, please 
contact my office directly.

I should note that any such additional resources would require to be met from the resources 
available to the RSA which, inter alia, would include a proportionate increase in the fees for 
driving tests.

05/02/2019WRDD00800Road Network

05/02/2019WRDD00900556. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the na-
tional policy guidelines with respect to the erection and installation of new street lighting be-
yond urban speed limits; if policy in this area is decided by Transport Infrastructure Ireland; 
if it is a competency of the local authority concerned; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5174/19]

05/02/2019WRDD01000557. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
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ber of new street lights erected and installed beyond urban speed limit zones, that is, outside of 
areas in which a speed limit of 50 km/h is in place, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5175/19]

05/02/2019WRDD01100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 556 and 557 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I allocate the national capital roads pro-
gramme budget to Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) to manage and deliver (in accordance 
with the Roads Acts 1993-2015) the planning, design, and construction of all national roads, in 
conjunction with local authorities.  In addition under Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993 to 2015, 
the improvement and maintenance of all public roads including public lighting is the statutory 
responsibility of the relevant Local Authority supplemented by funding from my Department.

Accordingly policy and decisions in relation to new installations and extensions to public 
lighting schemes beyond urban speed limits is a matter for local authorities in conjunction with 
TII in relation to national roads.

Regarding Public Lighting on National Roads, I have referred your question to TII for direct 
reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

05/02/2019WRDD01300Bus Éireann Services

05/02/2019WRDD01400558. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to reintroduce Bus Éireann route 190 from Duleek to Navan, County Meath. [5236/19]

05/02/2019WRDD01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Bus Éireann and I have 
forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if 
you do not receive a response within ten working days.

05/02/2019WRDD01600Sports Capital Programme Administration

05/02/2019WRDD01700559. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of a payment outstanding from the 2018 sports capital grant for a club (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5289/19]

05/02/2019WRDD01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme is the primary vehicle for Government support for 
the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment throughout the country. 

Given the substantial investments made under the programme, it is a requirement where 
grants or cumulative grants reach a certain threshold that the State’s investment is protected by 
way of deeds of covenant and charge against the grantee’s property.  This provides the Depart-
ment with a guarantee that grant aided facilities will continue to be used for sporting purposes.  
The Chief State Solicitor’s Office (CSSO)  acts on behalf of the Department to ensure that all 
legal requirements are completed.

Prior to my Department issuing formal approval to the club referred to by the Deputy, the 
CSSO must confirm that the legal formalities are complete. I understand the CSSO has been 
engaging with the club’s solicitors in this regard and once confirmation is received that all mat-
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ters have been finalised, there will be no undue delay from my Department’s perspective in 
progressing the drawdown of the grant.

05/02/2019WRDD01900Sports Capital Programme Applications

05/02/2019WRDD02000560. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the position 
regarding an application for funding under the sports capital grant scheme by a club (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5295/19]

05/02/2019WRDD02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme opened for applications on 
Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 19th October.  By that deadline, 
a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

186 of these applications were for projects deemed invalid under the 2017 round of the 
programme but who subsequently submitted corrected documents.  These applications were 
assessed first and approximately €7m in allocations to 170 projects were announced on the 17th 
January.  

In relation to new applications, I can confirm that a proposal has been submitted by the 
organisation referred to by the Deputy. For the first time, applicants who have submitted incor-
rect documentation under this round will be given the opportunity to correct their application 
during the assessment period. While there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment 
process, in view of the opportunity to correct documentation, the record number of applica-
tions received and the detailed information contained in each application, it is likely to take a 
number of months to have all applications assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it will be at least 
the second quarter of this year before the full set of allocations under this current round of the 
programme are announced.   

05/02/2019WRDD02200National Mitigation Plan

05/02/2019WRDD02300561. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details regarding item No. 72 of the update report on the national mitigation plan: actions com-
plete, in relation to establishing a behavioural economics working group to consider behav-
ioural change; the number of members in this group; the grades of the members; the date on 
which the group was established; the number of occasions it has met; the purpose or goals of 
the group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5362/19]

05/02/2019WRDD02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Mitiga-
tion Plan proposed the establishing of a Behavioural Economics Working Group recognising 
the particular role that understanding human behaviour plays in effecting passenger mode shift.  
A Working Group approach was envisaged to review research and best practice in motivating 
significant modal shift away from cars towards public and active travel. 

Since then, specifically to acknowledge the importance of human and psychological fac-
tors in influencing the uptake of sustainable solutions, the Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland (SEAI) have established a dedicated Behavioural Economics Unit which is tasked with 
researching and communicating methods to encourage people to make better energy use deci-
sions across a range of areas including within the transport sector. My Department is working 
with this Unit on transport projects and in 2018 co-funded a research project with SEAI entitled 
‘Examining a range of behavioural nudges that would assist in decarbonising the national car 
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fleet’  .  The work of this SEAI Unit, securing relevant research and the collaboration with my 
Department were considered more effective means of advancing this key work than establish-
ing a separate transport specific Behavioural Economics Working Group. 

My Department is very aware that behavioural insight to influence change in the transport 
sector is  essential.  Supporting a shift away from the use of the passenger car, where feasible, 
remains central to the transport sectors response, not only to the climate change challenge but 
also to air quality and congestion challenges. 

The National Development Plan has earmarked €8.6 billion for investment in public and 
sustainable transport to improve the capacity and attractiveness of the networks. Since 2013 we 
have seen an increase of almost 31 million journeys on subsidised public transport and commer-
cial bus services, with an increase of 16 million passengers in 2017 (a 7% rise on 2016 figures) 
across Dublin Bus, Bus Éireann, Iarnród Éireann and Luas services. 

Furthermore, my Department supports a wide range of active travel behavioural change 
programmes, including Green Schools, Smarter Workplaces and Campuses, and CycleRight 
which continue to promote the many and varied benefits of sustainable transport and are instru-
mental in the decision making of many to reduce car use and switch to more sustainable modes 
of transport.

05/02/2019WRDD02500Carbon Budget

05/02/2019WRDD02600562. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
reason a small portion of the €5.5 million reduction budget was utilised in 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5432/19]

05/02/2019WRDD02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Transport has a criti-
cal yet challenging role to play in the national carbon reduction effort. It is a sector where fossil 
fuel use is firmly embedded and travel demand is growing significantly due to our economic 
recovery and growing population. Despite this demand growth, 2017 saw a very welcome fall 
in transport emissions for the first time in four years. 

The Carbon Reduction Programme has an important role to play in the transport emis-
sions mitigation effort.  However, it is only one small element of a far wider range of transport 
measures being implemented to help reduce emissions, including: the range of incentives to 
encourage a transition away from conventional fuels towards lower emitting alternatives, such 
as EVs; increasing the proportion of biofuels in the fuel mix; improving efficiency standards for 
vehicles; and of course the significantly enhanced funding I am making available to support the 
development of new and improved public and sustainable transport infrastructure. The National 
Development Plan outlines the €8.6 billion that will be invested in a range of projects that will 
collectively enhance sustainable transport options for citizens across the State and encourage 
modal shift away from the private car. 

The Carbon Reduction Programme is intended for measures that are new, innovative and 
often associated with emerging technologies and research. Because such projects tend to take 
more time to develop, establish and gain acceptance, the programme drew down only €697,300 
in 2018 due to:

-  Production delays which deferred the delivery of nine hybrid buses until 2019 and pro-
curement delays in facilitating a small scale pilot programme for alternatively fuelled rural 
buses; which costs will now arise in 2019 instead; 
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-  Assessment of vehicle suitability by taxi drivers and the NTA which meant that, as is often 
the case with the introduction of new grants, the Electric Small Public Service Vehicle (eSPSV) 
grant payment rate early in the year was slow; however, the application rate increased as 2018 
progressed and this improvement is expected to continue into 2019 as the Scheme becomes 
established in the sector; and finally  

-  The Electric Vehicle (EV) Reduced Tolling Scheme was introduced in mid-2018 and 
drawdown only arose for four months of operation as scheme invoices for November and De-
cember did not arise for payment until January 2019.

Considering the increased take-up and spend on the various schemes and projects in the 
later months of 2018, I expect a higher spend from the Carbon Reduction Programme in 2019 
and I was delighted to be able to allocate €7 million in 2019 to support five key areas:

1.    Low Emission Bus Trials;

2.    the Electric Vehicle Reduced Tolling Scheme;

3.    the Electric SPSV Grant Scheme;

4.    bridging the purchase cost differential of low-emission vehicles for the public transport 
sector; and

5.    a research programme.  

05/02/2019WRDD02800Driver Licensing Exchange Agreements

05/02/2019WRDD02900563. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 963 of 15 January 2019, the provisional arrangements in place 
to enable the holder of a driver licence for which an application for licence exchange is being 
made to continue to drive a vehicle throughout the relevant processing and validation period; if 
applicants in such instances are issued with a temporary licence or document during the interim 
period which enables them to provide proof that they are competent to operate a vehicle; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5473/19]

05/02/2019WRDD03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

05/02/2019WRDD03100Road Safety

05/02/2019WRDD03200564. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a route 
(details supplied) will be made safer; if road markings will be made clearer on all routes; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5505/19]

05/02/2019WRDD03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selec-
tion and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

I announced the 2019 regional and local road allocations on 1st February and all grant fund-



Questions - Written Answers

240

ing available to my Department has now been allocated. It is a matter for each Council to deter-
mine its priorities and decide its work programme on that basis, taking available grant funding 
and its own resources into account. Cavan County Council has been allocated €12,896,209. 

As regards the Dundalk to Cootehill road, grant funding is being provided to Cavan County 
Council to enable the Council to update previous appraisal work, in line with the current re-
quirements in the Public Spending Code and the Capital Investment Framework, of an upgrade 
of the Cavan to Dundalk regional and local road route.  The aim is to assess the extent to which 
the scheme or elements of it can be justified in terms of appraisal and advanced for further 
consideration.

05/02/2019WRDD03400Public Transport

05/02/2019WRDD03500565. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
a planned trial of a service (details supplied) in County Limerick did not proceed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5506/19]

05/02/2019WRDD03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy refers to 
a 2015 proposal, submitted by the company Uber, for a pilot ridesharing scheme which was to 
be based in the Limerick area. 

In order for such a proposed scheme to be implemented, amendments to both primary and 
secondary legislation would have been needed. These changes would have presented a signifi-
cant change to policy.

The current regulatory regime that is in place for the sector is designed to protect the con-
sumer and to help ensure personal safety. My view is that the regulatory framework for this 
sector should continue to be determined in the context of supporting these important public 
interest objectives.

05/02/2019WRDD03700Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRDD03800566. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has met with his UK counterpart to discuss the Port of Dover and the threat that Brexit poses 
to Irish-EU trade via the land bridge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5549/19]

05/02/2019WRDD03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have not met with 
Dover Port officials as it would be inappropriate in light of ongoing Brexit negotiations. 

I have, however, met my UK counterpart, Secretary of State for Transport Chris Grayling on 
Brexit matters on three occasions over the past 20 months.

In relation to the most recent meeting of 8 November, the parameters of the discussion were 
clearly communicated to the Secretary of State in advance, in particular the need to fully respect 
the mandate of the EU’s Chief Negotiator in negotiating for the EU 27 and that the discussion 
could not stray into the area of negotiations.

At that meeting, I set out the importance of continued transport connectivity between Ire-
land and to the UK, highlighting the importance of the UK landbridge for Ireland as a route to 
European markets, and the need for Irish trade to move efficiently through ports.    

Disruption on the Dover – Calais maritime link could considerably disrupt hauliers and the 
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estimated €21 billion of trade that crosses between Ireland and Europe via the UK landbridge, 
much of it travelling via the Dover-Calais link.

Last month, I briefed my colleagues in Government on the existing maritime capacity for 
direct sailings between Ireland and continental EU ports as a potential alternative route for 
trade currently using the landbridge. However, the landbridge is, as the Irish Maritime Devel-
opment Office (IMDO) has found in its study into the implications of Brexit on the use of the 
landbridge, a strategically important route to market for many Irish importers and exporters, in-
cluding but not limited to agrifood, seafood and other sectors trading in time sensitive produce. 
These sectors would be particularly adversely affected by any deterioration in transit times at 
UK or continental EU ports or increases in costs particularly in a no-deal scenario, and these 
sectors may not be able to opt for the direct maritime routes to the continent, given the longer 
journey times involved. 

Irish officials have also met with French counterparts to discuss how Irish trucks can move 
through French ports after transiting through the UK. I also met French Transport Minister 
Borne on Brexit matters in November. My Department – through its own work and through 
participation in the Landbridge Project Group chaired by the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade – continues to monitor the extent to which Government agencies at the port of Calais in 
particular are stepping up preparedness for checks on products from and flowing through the 
UK, which is critical for products that need the time advantage offered by the landbridge.

Ireland is also working with the European Commission and other affected Member States 
(Germany, France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark and Sweden) regarding preparation of 
EU ports to facilitate the transit of EU products through the UK, using EU rules on internal 
transit set out under the Union’s Custom Code. This work is intensifying and progress is being 
made. However, there may be bottlenecks or congestion at ports in the event of a no deal Brexit.

05/02/2019WRDD04000Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRDD04100567. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he or 
his officials have had meetings with officials from Dover Port in an effort to address or mitigate 
against delays that may arise as a consequence of a hard or no-deal Brexit; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5550/19]

05/02/2019WRDD04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Neither I nor my of-
ficials have met with officials from Dover Port as it would be inappropriate in light of ongoing 
negotiations. 

I have, however, met my UK counterpart, Secretary of State for Transport Chris Grayling on 
Brexit matters on three occasions over the past 20 months.

In relation to the most recent meeting of 8 November, the parameters of the discussion were 
clearly communicated to the Secretary of State in advance, in particular the need to fully respect 
the mandate of the EU’s Chief Negotiator in negotiating for the EU 27 and that the discussion 
could not stray into the area of negotiations.

At that meeting, I set out the importance of continued transport connectivity between Ire-
land and to the UK, highlighting the importance of the UK landbridge for Ireland as a route to 
European markets, and the need for Irish trade to move efficiently through ports.    

Disruption on the Dover – Calais maritime link could considerably disrupt hauliers and the 
estimated €21 billion of trade that crosses between Ireland and Europe via the UK landbridge, 
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much of it travelling via the Dover-Calais link.

Last month, I briefed my colleagues in Government on the existing maritime capacity for 
direct sailings between Ireland and continental EU ports as a potential alternative route for 
trade currently using the landbridge. However, the landbridge is, as the Irish Maritime Devel-
opment Office (IMDO) has found in its study into the implications of Brexit on the use of the 
landbridge, a strategically important route to market for many Irish importers and exporters, in-
cluding but not limited to agrifood, seafood and other sectors trading in time sensitive produce. 
These sectors would be particularly adversely affected by any deterioration in transit times at 
UK or continental EU ports or increases in costs particularly in a no-deal scenario, and these 
sectors may not be able to opt for the direct maritime routes to the continent, given the longer 
journey times involved. 

Irish officials have also met with French counterparts to discuss how Irish trucks can move 
through French ports after transiting through the UK. I also met French Transport Minister 
Borne on Brexit matters in November. My Department – through its own work and through 
participation in the Landbridge Project Group chaired by the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade – continues to monitor the extent to which Government agencies at the port of Calais in 
particular are stepping up preparedness for checks on products from and flowing through the 
UK, which is critical for products that need the time advantage offered by the landbridge.

Ireland is also working with the European Commission and other affected Member States 
(Germany, France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark and Sweden) regarding preparation of 
EU ports to facilitate the transit of EU products through the UK, using EU rules on internal 
transit set out under the Union’s Custom Code. This work is intensifying and progress is being 
made. However, there may be bottlenecks or congestion at ports in the event of a no deal Brexit. 

05/02/2019WRDD04300Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRDD04400568. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps 
he will take in the coming weeks to alert small to medium size hauliers and haulage companies 
to the implications of Brexit and the preparations they need to make for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5551/19]

05/02/2019WRDD04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): On Monday 21st Jan-
uary, my Department hosted a Freight Forum with stakeholders from the freight and maritime 
sectors, including industry representative bodies in haulage, to inform them of the latest Brexit 
developments.  My Department along with the Department of Foreign Affairs, Revenue Com-
missioners and the Department of Agriculture addressed the group, stressing the importance of 
attendees disseminating the information provided as widely as possible.  Similarly, a number of 
Departmental officials took part in a Brexit seminar for local Chambers of Commerce hosted 
by Chambers Ireland on January 10th, so that local chambers could in turn brief their members 
on developments.  I also met the Freight Transport Association of Ireland (FTAI) on Tuesday 
29th January.  My Department continues to work with the industry representative bodies to 
keep hauliers and enterprises informed of developments and prospects, as indeed is our long-
established practice.  We will continue to update the information on the Department’s website 
as further developments arise.

05/02/2019WRDD04600Sports Capital Programme

05/02/2019WRDD04700569. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
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address a matter (details supplied) regarding the drawdown of funds; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5570/19]

05/02/2019WRDD04800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme is the primary vehicle for Government support for 
the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment throughout the country. Given the substantial investments made under the 
programme, it is a requirement where grants or cumulative grants reach a certain threshold, that 
the State’s investment is protected by way of deeds of covenant and charge against the grantee’s 
property.  This provides the Department with a guarantee that grant aided facilities will continue 
to be used for sporting purposes.  The Office of the Chief State Solicitor acts on behalf of the 
Department to ensure that all legal requirements are completed.

It is a provision of the Standard Covenant between the Minister and the recipient of a Sports 
Capital Programme grant that the grantee will make a contribution towards the legal costs.  The 
amount of this contribution depends on the nature and number of the legal documents required 
in each case. The level of cost contribution is set by the Office of the Chief State Solicitor. 

05/02/2019WRDD04900Driver Test Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WRDD05000570. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the mea-
sures he plans to take to rectify the waiting time for a driver test of up to 28 weeks at test centres 
in County Tipperary (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5573/19]

05/02/2019WRDD05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

 It should be stressed that there has been no recent change to the legal position of drivers 
with learner permits.  The recent legislation has only strengthened existing enforcement provi-
sions to control the illegal driving of vehicles by leaners unaccompanied by qualified drivers.

05/02/2019WRDD05200Electric Vehicles

05/02/2019WRDD05300571. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of journeys not awarded the correct discount regarding electronic vehicles and plug-
in hybrid electric vehicles respectively on each of the road tolls since the introduction of the 
scheme; the way in which he plans to remedy the situation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5575/19]

05/02/2019WRDD05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Electric Vehicle 
(EV) Toll Incentive Scheme was developed through the Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce as 
part of a wider suite of incentives aimed at supporting the national transition towards lower 
emitting vehicles. The reduced tolling regime was introduced to encourage private car com-
muters who regularly use tolled roads to consider switching to EVs. It is estimated that there 
are approximately 400,000 heavy toll users in Ireland and so reduced tolls act as a meaningful 
incentive for a large number of vehicle owners.  

The Scheme was launched in July 2018 and is administered by Transport Infrastructure Ire-
land on behalf of my Department. Since its introduction the Scheme has proven very successful 
with over 52% of all EVs in the national fleet registered to avail of the incentive. Based on the 
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significant increase in EV sales in 2019 I expect this percentage to rise further.    

I understand that to date neither Transport Infrastructure Ireland nor the individual Toll 
Service Providers, who operate the Scheme, have received any information or complaints from 
customers regarding the inaccurate application of tolling discounts. My Department is also not 
in receipt of any such complaints. If the Deputy would like to provide further information to 
my Department or directly to TII, the matter will be investigated further as a matter of urgency.

05/02/2019WREE00200Air Services Provision

05/02/2019WREE00300572. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to commence direct flights between Ireland and Egypt; the efforts made to date by him or 
his officials in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5592/19]

05/02/2019WREE00400573. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he or 
his officials have had formal meetings with Egyptian officials or airlines regarding commenc-
ing direct flights between Ireland and Egypt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5593/19]

05/02/2019WREE00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 572 and 573 together.

The Government recently approved the text of a bilateral Air Service Agreement with Egypt. 
Dail approval has also been secured to allow Ireland sign and ratify the Agreement. It is under-
stood that the Agreement will be formally signed by both States in the very near future. 

Any decision made with regard to the operation of air services between Ireland and Egypt 
would be a commercial matter for the airlines concerned. My Department has no role in busi-
ness decisions of airlines and no meetings have taken place with officials from Egypt on the 
matter.

05/02/2019WREE00700Taxi Regulations

05/02/2019WREE00800574. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to ensure taxis facilitate digital payment by customers; the expected timeline in this re-
gard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5600/19]

05/02/2019WREE00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including fare payment methods, is a matter for 
the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. 

Given the role of the NTA in this regard, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Author-
ity for direct reply. Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days. 

05/02/2019WREE01000Rail Network

05/02/2019WREE01100575. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to change the existing level crossings in the Dublin 15 area; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [5610/19]

05/02/2019WREE01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is 
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a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten work-
ing days.

05/02/2019WREE01300Driver Test Waiting Lists

05/02/2019WREE01400576. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of persons waiting for driver licence tests at centres in Cork, Mallow and Skibbereen, 
County Cork and Killarney, County Kerry; and the number of testers assigned to these test 
centres. [5750/19]

05/02/2019WREE01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): This is a matter for 
the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would 
ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

05/02/2019WREE01600Child Abuse

05/02/2019WREE01700577. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the instances 
of child abuse non-investigation (details supplied) by county in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [5074/19]

05/02/2019WREE01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I must inform 
the Deputy that it would not be appropriate for me to comment on individual cases. I have re-
ferred the matter to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, for their appropriate attention.

However, I have been informed by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that, in keeping 
with their statutory obligations under the Child Care Act 1991, the Child and Family Agency 
Act 2013 and the Children First Act 2015,  allegations of child abuse are assessed by Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency, irrespective of the age of the child. 

05/02/2019WREE01900Early Years Sector

05/02/2019WREE02000578. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the fund-
ing mechanisms available to early year providers, in particular Naoínraí, for the purchase of 
play equipment; the process to apply for such funding; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [5095/19]

05/02/2019WREE02100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment’s annual capital offering for childcare has supported the development of early learning 
and care and school age childcare services in terms of capacity, maintenance and quality. Each 
annual capital programme differs in priorities. In recent years, all providers could apply for 
grants relating to expansion and quality, while grants for essential maintenance were accessible 
to community providers only. Beyond this, there has been no particular distinction for services 
type, such as naoínraí. 

The purchase of play equipment was specifically provided for in 2017 and 2018 under the 
natural outdoor play area   grant.

The total Capital allocation for Early Years in 2018 was €6.86m. From a budget of €6.36m  
, the 2018 Early Years and School Age Childcare Capital Programmes achieved the following:
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- 85 applications approved for the creation of 1,950 new early years places: 697 0-3 places, 
1,253 ECCE places;

- 57 Essential maintenance and repair projects funded for community early years services;

- 157 Natural outdoor play areas built in early years services;

- 45 applications approved for the creation of 807 new school age childcare places;

- 54 Essential maintenance and repair projects funded for community school age childcare 
services.

In 2017, the total capital outturn for the Early Years and School Age Childcare Capital Pro-
grammes was €11.757m  . These programmes achieved the following:

- 93 applications funded for the creation of 2,357 new early years places: 610 0-3 places, 
1,747 ECCE   places;

- 130 Building improvements and maintenance projects funded for community early years 
services;

- 452 Natural outdoor play areas built in early years services;

- 114 grants approved for building new school age childcare services, creating 3,390 new 
school age childcare places

- 112 grants approved for expanding existing school age childcare services, creating 1,934   
new school age childcare places;

- 263 Improvement of existing school age childcare services projects funded.

My Department also offers a total of €0.5m under the Childminding Development Grant 
(€0.25m) and the Parent & Toddler Grant (€0.25m) annually.

The total capital budget for Early Years in 2019 has been confirmed at €8.86m. Of this, 
€6.106m has been allocated to the Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare Capital 
programmes. 

It is intended that this funding will be used to support necessary improvements to childcare 
infrastructure and to support childcare providers in preparation for the launch of the Affordable 
Childcare Scheme. 

05/02/2019WREE02200Departmental Staff Data

05/02/2019WREE02300579. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the key work-
ers employed by her Department or organisations under her aegis; and the respective catchment 
areas in which they operate under or services they are assigned to. [5181/19]

05/02/2019WREE02400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I understand 
that the Deputy is referring to Social Workers in this instance.

I can inform the Deputy that there are no key workers, within the meaning of the word, em-
ployed in my Department.  However, regarding the four agencies within my remit, the informa-
tion required by the Deputy is set out as follows:

The Adoption Authority of Ireland: 
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There is 1 Principal Social Worker and 5 Social Workers (6 Headcount) employed by the 
Adoption Authority of Ireland.  These  key workers operate on a national basis and are assigned 
to services arising from information and tracing queries on historic adoptions and in response 
to matches generated by the National Adoption Contact Preference Register.  I understand that 
these Social Workers are also assigned to regulatory functions relating to national adoption 
service providers accredited by the Adoption Authority.

Oberstown Children Detention Campus:

There is 1 Social Worker employed by Oberstown to provide for the needs of the young 
people detained on the Campus.

Child and Family Agency - Tusla:

Social Workers December 2018 Headcount
Child Resident Service 7
National Services 132
Dublin Mid Leinster 359
Dublin South Central 70
Dublin Sth East\Wicklow 99
Dublin Sth West\Kildare West Wicklow 89
Midland 75
Regional Services DML 26
Dublin North East 343
Cavan\Monaghan 38
Dublin North City 101
Louth\Meath 91
North Dublin 81
Regional Services DNE 32
South 383
Carlow\Kilkenny\Sth Tipperary 73
Cork 172
Kerry 43
Regional Services South 4
Waterford\Wexford 91
West 367
Donegal 71
Galway\Roscommon 100
Mayo 40
Mid West 117
Regional Services West 1
Sligo\Leitrim 38
Grand Total 1591

I can also inform the Deputy that there are no Social Workers employed by the Ombudsman 
for Children’s Office.

05/02/2019WREE02500Child and Family Agency Services
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05/02/2019WREE02600580. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ex-
tent to which adequate protection remains available to children exiting residential care facilities 
in the public or private sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5207/19]

05/02/2019WREE02700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Every year more 
than 500 young people reach adulthood and leave the care of the State. These young people are 
offered a wide range of services from different State actors including income supports, health 
supports, accommodation and education. 

The aftercare provisions of the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 came into force on the 
1st of September 2017. This means that there is now a statutory obligation on Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, to prepare an aftercare plan for each eligible child and young person. This 
plan encompasses the range of supports that a young person may need from all service provid-
ers, including Tusla, to help them make the transition to independent adult life.

This support can also include direct financial support in the form of the aftercare allowance, 
which Tusla provides to young people in aftercare to enable them to pursue further education 
and training.

The majority of young people who leave the care of the State each year upon turning 18 
do so with stable accommodation in place. A significant number of young people leaving care 
remain living with their former foster carers. Those who do not have family support from a fos-
ter carer or family base are assisted in finding accommodation in supported lodgings, sheltered 
housing or independent accommodation.

This planning and support process is offered to each eligible child and young person, re-
gardless of whether they are leaving residential care, foster care, or another form of care.

05/02/2019WREE02800Foster Care Supports

05/02/2019WREE02900581. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a re-
view of the foster care allowance has been considered; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [5208/19]

05/02/2019WREE03000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have no plans 
to change the rate of the Foster Care Allowance at this time. However, my Department has be-
gun an extensive review of the Child Care Act 1991, and will examine foster care arrangements 
as part of this review. This will have regard to all relevant matters including income support 
measures available to foster families.

I acknowledge foster carers as the backbone of our child care services. Foster care is the 
preferred option in Ireland for children who cannot live with their parents or guardians, and 
over 90% of children in care in Ireland are looked after by foster carers. More than a quarter of 
these children are placed with relative foster carers. 

The Foster Care Allowance is currently €325 per week per child under 12 years of age and 
€352 per week per child aged 12 and over. This payment was protected during recent economic 
hardships, and it is tax free. It is paid in respect of the child and is provided in order to allow 
foster carers to meet all of the child’s daily living needs including food, clothing, basic travel, 
education costs and hobbies and sporting activities. The allowance is not considered as means 
for Social Welfare purposes.

Foster carers receive a number of targeted supports to ensure they continue to function as a 
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recognised and valued part of the alternative care system. Key elements of this support include 
a link social worker, access to training and support group meetings and the allocation of a social 
worker for each child in care. It is important that foster carers have access to specialist services 
to meet the child’s identified needs. Respite care for children may be arranged, if it is part of 
their care plan.

Pre-assessment and ongoing training is compulsory for foster carers in order to equip them 
with the skills and knowledge to provide high-quality care. Recognising the specific dynamics 
and the personal nature of relative care, Tusla addresses the training needs of relatives who are 
foster carers separately. In addition, Tusla provides funding to the Irish Foster Care Association, 
which offers a range of supports to carers, including advocacy, mediation, training and a phone 
advice service.

05/02/2019WREE03100Child and Family Agency Data

05/02/2019WREE03200582. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs his 
views on the recent HIQA review of Tusla services in the Dublin region which identified long 
delays in referrals, poor management of waiting lists and safety plans and other reported defi-
ciencies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5431/19]

05/02/2019WREE03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I believe the 
Deputy is referring to HIQA’s inspection of child protection services in the Dublin South Cen-
tral Tusla region, which was published on the 17th January. I am  concerned about the issues 
raised in the report, which found that most of the standards against which the area was inspected 
were not met. The report found that Tusla had  identified the majority of  problems that needed 
to be solved prior to HIQA’s inspection, but that the  planned improvements were not happening 
fast enough, and I agree with that assessment.

It is important to note that the report did show that appropriate action was taken in urgent 
cases, and there was no evidence of harm to children.

A significant factor outlined in the report which influenced the quality and capacity of the 
service to deliver safe, consistent service is the shortage of social work staff. In the Dublin 
South Central area one of the two duty/intake offices which deals with child protection referrals 
was operating, in the period prior to inspection, with only two social workers, instead of the 
six required. These vacancies were coupled with the staff gaps at team leader level in the area. 

I am advised that additional principal and social work posts have been assigned to the area, 
and managers are charged with driving service improvements forward. A principal social work-
er has been appointed to oversee the work of two teams that deal with referrals and early assess-
ments, and another principal social worker has been appointed to drive forward the improve-
ment plan.   

All open child protection and welfare cases within the areas are being reviewed, to ensure 
that interim safety plans are adequate.  The new service improvement principal social worker 
will conduct quarterly sample audits of safety plans,  and prepare  reports highlighting areas of 
good practice and areas for improvement.

I can assure the Deputy that I will be monitoring the progress made on implementing the 
improvement plan closely. 

05/02/2019WREE03400Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme Expenditure
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05/02/2019WREE03500583. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount approved by a company (details supplied) in an area which is delivering the SICAP 
programme under the community development and social enterprise grants since 1 January 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5746/19]

05/02/2019WREE03600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The com-
pany referenced delivers the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP 
2018 - 2022) in Galway County.  The table below contains data in relation to grants awarded to 
Local Community Groups and Social Enterprises by the company in the areas referenced by the 
Deputy. Grants were not available to Local Community Groups under the previous programme 
(SICAP 2015 -17) and therefore a nil amount appears for 2017.

. 2017 2018
Beneficiary 
Type

No. of Grants Amount No. of Grants Amount

Local Commu-
nity Groups

- - 17 €17,906.27

Social Enter-
prises

1 €584.00 1 €1,209.38

05/02/2019WREE03700Community Services Programme Funding

05/02/2019WREE03800584. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the system for paying the salary of a person (details supplied). [4946/19]

05/02/2019WREE03900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I refer to the 
reply to Question No. 528 of 29 January 2019 which sets out the position in this matter.

05/02/2019WREE04000Seniors Alert Scheme

05/02/2019WREE04100585. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans to introduce grants for the installation of intruder alarms for older persons; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [5240/19]

05/02/2019WREE04200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment is responsible for the Seniors Alert Scheme which encourages community support for vul-
nerable older people in our communities through the provision of personal monitored alarms to 
enable them to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace of mind. 
Funding is available under the scheme towards the purchase by a registered community-based 
organisation of a personal alarm or pendant. 

Following a review, a new version of the scheme came into effect on 1 November 2017. 
A number of changes were introduced under the new scheme including the provision of free 
monitoring for the first year and a revision of the living alone requirements. I am pleased to 
advise the Deputy that the revised scheme has been a resounding success with unprecedented 
levels of demand for the new package. 

The issue of the introduction of funding for the installation of intruder alarms is a matter for 
my colleague the Minister for Justice and Equality.
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05/02/2019WREE04300CLÁR Programme

05/02/2019WREE04400586. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the next round of CLÁR funding for 2019 will open. [5453/19]

05/02/2019WREE04500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme is an important part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development and 
provides funding for small infrastructural projects in rural areas which have suffered high levels 
of population decline.   

The aim of CLÁR is to support the sustainable development of designated CLÁR areas with 
the aim of encouraging people to continue live and work in those areas.  The funding provided 
under CLÁR works in conjunction with local funding and on the basis of locally identified 
priorities.

The CLÁR programme was closed for new applications in 2010.  However, I re-launched 
the programme in the second half of 2016 and since then, over 1,200 projects have been ap-
proved for total funding of €25 million. 

The type of projects which have been supported include safety measures around schools and 
community facilities, the provision of play areas, supports for emergency First Responders, and 
a   measure to provide vehicles to transport people to cancer care and respite centres.

I intend to launch a further call for proposals under CLÁR this year and I will be making 
decisions regarding the specific measures to be supported in 2019, in the coming weeks.  I an-
ticipate that the programme will be opened for new applications shortly.

05/02/2019WREE04600CLÁR Programme

05/02/2019WREE04700587. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if a CLÁR funding application will be accepted from a community organisation the catchment 
area of which is partially in a CLÁR area and the other part is not; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5454/19]

05/02/2019WREE04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The primary 
objective of the CLÁR Programme is to support the sustainable development of designated 
CLÁR areas with the aim of encouraging people to continue live and work in those areas.  It 
provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in designated rural areas that have ex-
perienced significant levels of depopulation. 

In the normal course, CLÁR eligibility is based on the project in question being physically 
located within a designated CLÁR DED. However, given the nature of the activities and the 
need to travel considerable distances, in some cases, and the need to maintain vehicles/equip-
ment in practical/convenient locations, in the case of Measure 3 (First Response Support) and 
Measure 4 (Support for Mobility and Cancer Care Transport) under CLÁR 2018, eligibility 
was based on the ‘catchment area’ being served by the equipment and by demonstrating that the 
majority (at least 80%) of the need could be attributed to CLÁR DED’s. 

I initiated a review of the CLÁR programme on the 23rd   of November 2018 with a tar-
geted consultation meeting with a number of people who are recognised for their background 
and expertise in relation to rural development issues. The review will examine CLÁR areas by 
reference to the 2016 Census of Population data and will also help to determine the most ap-
propriate measures to be included in CLÁR programmes in 2019 and beyond. I hope that this 



Questions - Written Answers

252

review will be completed during 2019. 

I intend to launch a further call for proposals under the CLÁR Programme shortly and appli-
cations will be accepted based on their compliance with the eligibility criteria. I will be making 
decisions regarding the specific measures to be supported in 2019, in the coming weeks.

05/02/2019WREE04900Scheme to Support National Organisations

05/02/2019WREE05000588. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
additional funding will be sourced through Pobal for services (details supplied) which face pos-
sible closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5457/19]

05/02/2019WREE05100589. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if he will consider the need of a society (details supplied) for additional funding for regional 
advocacy services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5514/19]

05/02/2019WREE05200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 588 and 589 together.

The Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and Voluntary Sector 
(SSNO) is a key element of my Department’s support for the role of the sector in contributing to 
the development of strong and vibrant civil society and in improving outcomes for those most 
disadvantaged.

The scheme provides multi-annual funding towards core costs of national organisations in 
the sector, with a focus on organisations that provide supports to those who are disadvantaged.  
The current three-year scheme concludes on 30 June 2019 and the next iteration of the scheme 
will commence on 1 July 2019.  A total of €16.7m has been allocated under the current scheme 
to 71 different organisations. 

As with the current scheme, national organisations such as the one in question can apply to 
be considered for funding, which will be allocated through a competitive process.  This compe-
tition was advertised on 12 December 2018 and the closing date for receipt of applications is 31 
January. An appraisal of the applications will be conducted by Pobal on behalf of my Depart-
ment and final recommendations will be sent to my Department for approval.  Applicants will 
be informed in due course of their success or otherwise in qualifying for funding.     

The organisation in question was allocated €269,700 over the 36 month period of the current 
SSNO scheme.

05/02/2019WRFF00200CLÁR Programme

05/02/2019WRFF00300590. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
eligibility criteria for rural geographical areas for participation in the CLÁR programme; when 
the eligible areas will be reviewed and revised; the steps he will take to ensure that Ballyna-
cargy village and its hinterland are included in the context of the socio-economic assessment of 
the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5704/19]

05/02/2019WRFF00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme is an important part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development and 
provides funding for small infrastructural projects in rural areas which have suffered high levels 
of population decline.  
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The programme was first launched in October 2001. The areas originally selected for inclu-
sion in the programme were those which suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 to 
1996.  The Cooley Peninsula was also included on the basis of the serious difficulties caused in 
that area by Foot and Mouth disease. The average population loss in the original CLÁR regions 
over the period 1926 to 1996 was 50%.

In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by the NIRSA Institute at May-
nooth University and the programme was extended to include areas with an average population 
loss of 35% between 1926 and 2002. 

The CLÁR programme was closed for new applications in 2010.  However, I re-launched 
the programme in the second half of 2016, using as a base-line the areas identified in the work 
carried out by NIRSA.  Over 1,200 projects have been approved for funding of €25 million 
under CLÁR since I re-launched the programme in 2016. 

I have initiated a review of the CLÁR programme which will examine CLÁR areas by refer-
ence to the 2016 Census of Population data.  It will also consider whether there are any other 
factors that should be taken into account in designating areas for eligibility under CLÁR in the 
future.  

The review process began in November last with a targeted consultation meeting with a 
number of experts who are recognised for their background in rural development issues.  A 
more detailed  focus group consultation will be held in the coming weeks which will help to 
inform the next steps in the review process.

I envisage that a wider stakeholder consultation will also take place before the review is 
completed.  Once completed, the review will help to inform the design of future CLÁR pro-
grammes. 

05/02/2019WRFF00500Local Improvement Scheme Funding

05/02/2019WRFF00600591. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
the work to be carried out with funds allocated to local authorities in 2018 under the local im-
provement scheme has been completed and claims made for same; if not, the amount for which 
certificates of completion of the work have not been submitted by each county council; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [5741/19]

05/02/2019WRFF00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or 
non-public roads in predominantly rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and 
administered through the Local Authorities. 

In February of 2018, I allocated €10.8 million to Local Authorities under the scheme. Draw-
down of the funding was on the basis of certification of works completed, and the amounts 
drawn down in respect of that round indicates that those works are complete or near completion 
in almost all areas.

As part of the 2018 scheme, I also asked the Local Authorities to prepare secondary lists of 
roads which they could complete if further funding became available for the scheme during the 
year. 

Following on from this, on 26th   October 2018, I announced a further round of almost €10 
million in LIS funding to the Local Authorities.  60% of the funding allocated under this second 
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round of funding was released to eligible Local Authorities on the basis that all works would 
be fully completed  by the end of the first quarter of 2019. Certificates of completion in respect 
of this round of funding have not been received from any Local Authority to date. I anticipate 
that Local Authorities will certificates of completion and draw down the balance of this round 
of funding over the coming months.

The table below outlines the status of LIS 2018 to date.

LIS 2018 Allocations and Paid to Date 

County 2018 Allocation, 
Round 1

2018 Paid, 
Round 1

2018 Allocation, 
Round 2

2018 Paid, 
Round 2 (60% 

Carlow €243,630.00 €243,630.00 €278,279.00 €166,967.40
Cavan €295,000.06 €295,000.00 €341,680.00 €205,008.00
Clare €482,000.00 €473,708.00 €556,844.00 €334,106.40
Cork €1,000,000.00 €754,636.00 €700,000.00 €420,000.00
Donegal €881,458.55 €815,122.55 €908,516.00 €545,109.60
Galway €942,001.00 €942,000.00 €1,000,000.00 €600,000.00
Kerry €726,976.00 €721,945.41 €482,990.00 €289,794.00
Kildare €249,999.00 €249,999.00 €79,591.00 €47,754.60
Kilkenny €315,000.00 €315,000.00 €364,683.00 €218,809.80
Laois €264,146.43 €257,799.05 €304,255.00 €182,553.00
Leitrim €250,001.00 €250,000.00 €300,120.00 €180,072.00
Limerick €411,388.20 €411,000.00 €273,349.00 €164,009.40
Longford €249,019.97 €249,019.66 €222,217.00 €133,330.20
Louth €249,983.73 €249,984.00 €0.00 €0.00
Mayo €855,000.00 €855,000.00 €988,235.00 €592,941.00
Meath €359,000.00 €359,000.00 €414,404.00 €248,642.40
Monaghan €250,000.00 €250,000.00 €290,841.00 €174,504.60
Offaly €290,765.00 €290,597.00 €353,889.00 €212,333.40
Roscommon €370,290.00 €369,255.00 €450,678.00 €270,406.80
Sligo €282,000.40 €282,000.40 €324,870.00 €194,922.00
Tipperary €624,865.50 €612,077.68 €168,818.00 €101,290.80
Waterford €282,000.00 €282,000.00 €325,047.00 €195,028.20
Westmeath €282,000.00 €282,000.00 €325,224.00 €195,134.40
Wexford €354,519.00 €326,365.00 €151,410.00 €90,846.00
Wicklow €310,000.00 €310,000.00 €358,135.00 €214,881.00
TOTAL €10,821,043.84 €10,447,138.75 €9,964,075.00 €5,978,445.00

05/02/2019WRFF00800Local Improvement Scheme Funding

05/02/2019WRFF00900592. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when it is planned to make a further allocation of funds to county councils under the local im-
provement scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5742/19]

05/02/2019WRFF01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or non-
public roads in rural areas. As the Deputy may be aware, there was no dedicated funding for 
this scheme for a number of years due to constraints on public expenditure.  However, I was 
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very conscious of the underlying demand for the scheme in rural areas throughout the country 
and I reintroduced the LIS in September 2017 and allocated a total of €17.4 million to Local 
Authorities for LIS roads that year.  

In 2018, I allocated almost €21 million for LIS roads in two phases.

It is clear that there is a continuing demand for LIS funding in rural communities across 
Ireland, and I have therefore secured an allocation of €10 million for the scheme in my Depart-
ment’s Vote for 2019.  Details regarding the 2019 Local Improvement Scheme will be available 
shortly.

05/02/2019WRFF01100Community Services Programme

05/02/2019WRFF01200593. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when a decision on an application by a centre (details supplied) for a new community services 
programme will be decided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5743/19]

05/02/2019WRFF01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme (CSP) supports around 420 community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model, with funding provided as a contribution to the 
cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions. More than €46 mil-
lion is available to support community organisations under the programme in 2019.

While my Department continues to accept Expression of Interests   (EOI) under the pro-
gramme, funding for new organisations is considered in light of available budgets during the 
course of the year.  The EOI appraisal process seeks to differentiate between organisations that 
may be eligible under the CSP and those that are not, without putting them through a full busi-
ness planning and application process at the outset.  

The organisation in question submitted an EOI in December 2018.  This EOI was appraised 
in January and the organisation has been approved to progress to the next stage of the applica-
tion process.   Pobal will work with the organisation over the coming months to prepare it for 
the Business Planning   stage.  Subject to successful completion of this stage, the organisation 
will be invited to submit a business plan and a formal application for funding later in the year.

05/02/2019WRFF01400Walks Scheme

05/02/2019WRFF01500594. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
his plans to include a walk (details supplied) under the walks scheme; when a decision will be 
made on the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5744/19]

05/02/2019WRFF01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Walks 
Scheme currently covers 39 trails, with payments made to approximately 1,900 private land-
holders to maintain those trails. The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a com-
mitment to increase the number of walks covered by the scheme.  In line with this commitment, 
funding for the scheme was doubled in Budget 2019 - from €2 million to €4 million - to allow 
this expansion to proceed. 

I am initiating a review of the operation of Walks Scheme which will inform decisions re-
garding the expansion of the scheme. In order to be in a position to bring new trails on to the 
scheme as soon as possible, however, I will also be inviting Local Development Companies and 
Local Authorities to submit expressions of interest in respect of trails that meet specific qualify-
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ing criteria, for consideration for inclusion in the scheme. 

I intend to publish details of this process in the coming weeks, to enable my officials to 
identify the initial trails for inclusion in the expanded scheme, with additional walks to join the 
Scheme on an incremental basis thereafter. 

05/02/2019WRFF01700Community Employment Schemes Supervisors

05/02/2019WRFF01800595. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on a matter regarding community employment supervisors (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4968/19]

05/02/2019WRFF01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Community Employment (CE) placements are categorised into two strands, Social Inclusion 
and Activation. The Social Inclusion placements are generally engaged in significant levels of 
local service support and delivery and are more suited to adults who need additional supports 
e.g. older unemployed workers, persons with a disability, travellers, homeless people, refugees, 
those requiring drug rehabilitation and ex-offenders.  The Activation placements are more di-
rectly related to sustainable employment opportunities. 

I am sure the Deputy will agree that these Social Inclusion placements require a separate 
focus to ensure that those who are very distant from the labour market and who are interested 
in working and delivering services in their local community have the opportunity to do so. It 
is also my strong view that the local services which are supported by these Social Inclusion 
placements must be safeguarded into the future.  On this basis, I sought Government agreement 
to establish an Interdepartmental Group (IDG) to explore the most appropriate organisational 
arrangements, including which Department should host the CE Social Inclusion schemes. 

The interdepartmental group will assess the best course of action required so as to protect 
the governance and successes that we have seen in CE activation whilst also establishing the 
appropriate home and structure for the social inclusion placements. 

My Department currently provides funding to sponsoring organisations to cover the cost of 
the supervision on these schemes. The level of funding provided will continue to be in line with 
the level of supervision required for these schemes.

05/02/2019WRFF02000Care of the Elderly Provision

05/02/2019WRFF02100596. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will request the HSE to consider developing a scheme to assist elderly pen-
sioners who suffer from illnesses such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with the costs 
of purchasing the oxygen tanks they need in order to remain in their homes; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [5191/19]

05/02/2019WRFF02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
provision of medical equipment such as oxygen tanks is a matter for the HSE.  According to 
the details supplied by the Deputy, the issue at question is the cost of the electricity required 
to operate oxygen equipment required by persons with illnesses such as chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease. 

The Department currently provides an electricity allowance, payable at the rate of €35 per 
month, as part of the household benefits package.  The package is generally available to people 
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living in the State, aged 66 years or over who are in receipt of a social welfare type payment or 
who satisfy a means test.  The package is also available to carers and people with disabilities 
under the age of 66 who are in receipt of certain welfare type payments.  Widows and widowers 
aged from 60 to 65 whose late spouses had been in receipt of the household benefits package 
retain that entitlement. 

The supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme is considered the “safety net” within 
the overall social welfare system in that it provides assistance to eligible people in the State 
whose means are insufficient to meet their needs and those of their dependants.  Under the SWA 
scheme, my Department may award a supplement to assist with ongoing or recurring costs that 
cannot be met from the client’s own resources and are deemed to be necessary.  In addition, the 
Department can make a single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-
off expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly 
income.  Payments are made at the discretion of the officers administering the scheme taking 
into account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant circumstances of the case. 

Any person who consider they may have an entitlement under the SWA scheme should con-
tact the Department’s Community Welfare Service at their local INTREO centre.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF02300Disability Allowance Eligibility

05/02/2019WRFF02400597. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a person (details supplied) qualifies for a disability allowance on cessation of 
domiciliary care allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4941/19]

05/02/2019WRFF02500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The qualifying conditions for disability allowance  (DA) are very 
different to domiciliary care allowance.  To qualify for a DA payment a person must be sub-
stantially restricted in undertaking suitable employment, be aged between 16 and 65, satisfy a 
means test and habitually resident in the State. 

It is not the case that any person is automatically entitled to DA because a domiciliary care 
allowance payment was being made in respect of them when they were under 16 years of age.

A completed application form for disability allowance must be submitted to the Department 
in order to have eligibility checked and a formal decision made on entitlement. To date no ap-
plication for disability allowance has been received from the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF02600Disability Allowance Applications

05/02/2019WRFF02700598. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4943/19]

05/02/2019WRFF02800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this gentleman on 28 November 2018.  
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On 29 January 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documenta-
tion required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility.  On receipt of 
this information a decision will be made on his DA application and the person concerned will 
be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF02900Disability Allowance Applications

05/02/2019WRFF03000599. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4944/19]

05/02/2019WRFF03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 15 August 2018. The first payment will be made by her chosen payment method on 
6 February 2019.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is 
calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF03200Disability Allowance Applications

05/02/2019WRFF03300600. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4947/19]

05/02/2019WRFF03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 24 October 2018. The first payment was made by her chosen payment method on 
30 January 2019.

Arrears of payment due have issued to the client.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF03500Carer’s Benefit Applications

05/02/2019WRFF03600601. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s benefit application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [4971/19]

05/02/2019WRFF03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce to care 
for a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. An increased payment can be made 
where full-time care is being provided to two people.     

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 16 January 2019 and the first pay-
ment issued to her nominated bank account on 24 January 2019.  
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Arrears of allowance due from 27 September 2018 to 23 January 2019 have also issued.

The person concerned was notified on 16 January 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF03800Disability Allowance Applications

05/02/2019WRFF03900602. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a disability allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [4977/19]

05/02/2019WRFF04000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that my department received an application for dis-
ability allowance (DA) from this gentleman on 12 November 2018.  

On 30 January 2019 the person concerned was requested to supply supporting documenta-
tion required by the deciding officer in order to make a decision on his eligibility.  On receipt of 
this information a decision will be made on his DA application and the person concerned will 
be notified of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF04100Disability Allowance Applications

05/02/2019WRFF04200603. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
when a decision on the case will issue. [4980/19]

05/02/2019WRFF04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 8 January 2019.  

The application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will 
be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF04400Free Travel Scheme Review

05/02/2019WRFF04500604. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to extend the travel pass scheme in particular to children who are wheelchair bound. 
[4984/19]

05/02/2019WRFF04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
current free travel scheme provides free travel on the main public and private transport ser-
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vices for those eligible under the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided 
by companies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and 
services provided by almost 80 private transport operators.  There are currently approximately 
934,000 customers with direct eligibility to free travel with an annual allocation of €95 mil-
lion.   The scheme is available to all people aged over 66 living permanently in the State.  To 
qualify for the scheme, applicants who are under age 66 must be in receipt of a qualifying pay-
ment.  These are invalidity pension, blind pension, disability allowance, carer’s allowance or 
an equivalent social security payment from a country covered by EC Regulations or one with 
which Ireland has a Bilateral Social Security Agreement.  

Any decision to extend the free travel scheme to any other cohort of people would require 
additional funding for the free travel scheme and would have to be considered in the context of 
overall budgetary negotiations. 

Domiciliary care allowance is a monthly payment of €309.50 to the carer of a child with a 
disability.  The allowance may be used for the additional costs involved in caring for the child 
and this may include additional transport costs.  On most transport services children under six-
teen years of age are charged fares at special concessionary child rates. 

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme (SWA) the Department of  Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protection may award a travel supplement in any case where the cir-
cumstances of the case so warrant.  The supplement is intended to assist with ongoing or re-
curring travel costs that cannot be met from the client’s own resources and are deemed to be 
necessary.  Every decision is based on consideration of the circumstances of the case, taking 
account of the nature and extent of the need and of the resources of the person concerned. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF04700Jobseeker’s Benefit Applications

05/02/2019WRFF04800605. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason an application by a person (details supplied) for a jobseeker’s benefit was 
refused; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [4985/19]

05/02/2019WRFF04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned made an application for Jobseekers Benefit on 8th January 2019 which was 
subsequently disallowed as he did not satisfy the ‘4 in 7’ rule. This rule means that a person 
cannot be engaged in employment for more than 4 days in any consecutive period of 7. As the 
person concerned is currently engaged in self employment each day, he does not satisfy this 
condition. 

A formal disallowance was issued to him on 24th January 2019, which outlined the reasons 
for the disallowance and the relevant legislation. 

The person concerned has the right to appeal this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office and this was also outlined in the decision letter that issued.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRFF05000State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

05/02/2019WRFF05100606. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection if a person (details supplied) is eligible as part of the review process for those af-
fected by the 2012 contributory pension changes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[4993/19]

05/02/2019WRFF05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
January 2018, the Government announced a new calculation method for state pension (contrib-
utory) and the introduction of new HomeCaring Periods for people born on or after 1 September 
1946, who were awarded state pension (contributory) based on reduced post Budget 2012 rate 
bands.   

As the date of birth of the person concerned is before 1 September 1946, the person is not 
included in the pension review. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/02/2019WRFF05300Carer’s Allowance Applications

05/02/2019WRFF05400607. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [5004/19]

05/02/2019WRFF05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

 An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 8 June 2018.

 It is a condition for receipt of CA that the person concerned must be providing full-time 
care and attention and it is a further condition that the person being cared for must require full-
time care and attention.

 The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that this evidence did not indicate that either of these conditions was satisfied.

 The person concerned was notified on 3 October 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.   

 My department were notified on 30 October 2018 that the person concerned had appealed 
this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  A submission in support of the 
decision was sent to the SWAO on 30 January 2019.

 When the outcome of the appeal is determined, the SWAO will notify the person concerned. 

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG00200Brexit Preparations

05/02/2019WRGG00300608. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the scheme by scheme analysis of social insurance schemes and reciprocal arrangements 
between the UK and Ireland and the impact of Brexit on same which has not as yet been com-
pleted; when it will be completed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5042/19]
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05/02/2019WRGG00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government and the EU remain committed to securing a negotiated Brexit outcome.   We have 
been planning for all Brexit scenarios but in light of uncertainties in London and the Brexit 
deadline of 29 March, the Government decided at its meeting of 11 December that immediate 
priority must now be given to preparations for a no deal Brexit and that Government Depart-
ments and state agencies should urgently take forward work on that basis.  

The Contingency Action Plan which the Government published on 19 December sets out 
in comprehensive terms, the challenges to be faced and the actions taken and planned by the 
Government across key sectors in the event of a no deal Brexit scenario. 

My key area of interest is the impact of Brexit on the current reciprocal arrangements for so-
cial insurance schemes, social assistance schemes and child benefit under the Common Travel 
Area between Ireland and the UK, including Northern Ireland.    

Last year, I met with the then UK Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and we agreed 
the objective of ensuring that the reciprocity of social welfare rights and entitlements, which 
currently exist for Irish and UK citizens moving within Ireland and between Ireland and Britain 
under the Common Travel Area, are safeguarded and maintained. 

Because of the unique nature of the Common Travel Area and the specific rights which it 
provides and will continue to provide for Irish and British citizens in each other’s countries, it 
was agreed that we would formalise the pre-existing Common Travel Area arrangements in a 
documented agreement.  That agreement was signed last week.  Under the terms of the agree-
ment all existing arrangements with regard to recognition of, and access to, social insurance 
entitlements will be maintained in both jurisdictions.  This means that the rights of Irish citizens 
domiciled in Ireland to benefit from social insurance contributions made when working in the 
UK and to access social insurance payments if resident in the UK are protected.     

In addition the General Scheme of the Miscellaneous Provisions (Withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union on 29 March 2019) Bill which the Government published 
on 24 January 2019 is part of a framework of wider planning and preparations for the possibility 
of a no deal Brexit, which the Government still hopes can be avoided.

Part 11 of the General Scheme sets out proposed amendments to the Social Welfare (Con-
solidation) Act 2015 (as amended).   These amendments are being introduced in line with the 
Government’s Brexit priority of maintaining the Common Travel Area.       

The amendments give the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection powers 
to make regulations with regard to a number of issues such as: the treatment of events of facts 
in the UK as they relate to claims and payments; taking account of social insurance contribu-
tions for the purposes of determining eligibility for social insurance payments; the avoidance of 
multiple payments; arrangements regarding frontier workers; and the appropriate the exchange 
of information with the proper authorities in the UK (in accordance with the provisions of the 
GDPR).    

05/02/2019WRGG00500Pensions Reform

05/02/2019WRGG00600609. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her views on the problem facing persons who must retire from their private employer two 
years before the pensionable age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5048/19]

05/02/2019WRGG00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It 
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is well known that people are living for much longer.  This is very positive.  As a result of this 
demographic change, the number of State pension recipients is increasing year on year.  This 
has significant implications for the future costs of State pension provision which are currently 
increasing by approximately €1 billion every 5 years.  The purpose of changes to the State 
pension age is to make the pension system more sustainable in the context of increasing life 
expectancy.  This sustainability is vital, if the current workers, who fund State pension pay-
ments through their PRSI, are to receive a pension themselves when they reach retirement age.  
Therefore, the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 provided that State pension age will be 
increased gradually to 68 years.  This began in January 2014 with the abolition of the State pen-
sion (transition) which was available to people aged 65 who satisfied the qualifying conditions.  
This measure standardised the State pension age for all at 66 years.  This will increase to 67 in 
2021 and to 68 in 2028.

In most cases, it is hoped that workers will continue to work up to State pension age.  Where 
this is not possible and a person exits the workforce before reaching State pension age they may 
apply for either the jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance schemes.  Jobseeker’s pay-
ments are currently paid to eligible jobseekers aged 18 to 66 years. 

Jobseekers Benefit is payable subject to the person satisfying the general scheme conditions. 
This entitlement is normally paid for 9 months (234 days) for people with 260 or more PRSI 
contributions paid and for 6 months (156 days) for people with fewer than 260 PRSI contribu-
tions paid.  Arrangements are in place to provide that jobseekers whose benefit expires in their 
65th year can generally continue to be paid benefit up until pensionable age (66 years) provided 
they satisfy the necessary contribution conditions.  The jobseekers schemes are kept under re-
view and any further changes, including entitlement beyond the 66th year, will be considered 
in that context.

It is important to note that there is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and the 
age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them and 
their employers.  While such a contract may have been entered into with a retirement date of 65, 
in the context of the previous State pension arrangements, there is no legal impediment to the 
employer and employee agreeing to increase the duration of employment for one or more years, 
if both parties wish to do so.  In this regard, the Workplace Relations Commission has produced 
a Code of Practice on Longer Working and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
(IHREC) has published guidance material for employers on the use of fixed-term contracts 
beyond normal retirement age.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG00800Social Welfare Overpayments

05/02/2019WRGG00900610. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if moneys owed to a person (details supplied) will be investigated in view of the fact that 
there are no assets to be distributed from the estate; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [5088/19]

05/02/2019WRGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The solicitor for the person named above has returned an Inland 
Revenue Affidavit (IRA) which includes an estate to be finalised.

The Department is obliged to recoup any debt owing to it and the method of recovery, and 
negotiations regarding the amount recoverable, are dealt with under the Department’s code of 
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practice. 

The Department is currently investigating the circumstances around the debt owed in this 
case and will contact the next of kin when this investigation is complete.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG01100State Pension (Contributory)

05/02/2019WRGG01200611. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a matter concerning a request for a review of a contributory pension by a person 
(details supplied) will be examined; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5149/19]

05/02/2019WRGG01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who were awarded state pension (con-
tributory) on reduced post Budget 2012 rate bands.  Information letters were issued to these 
pensioners explaining that my Department will contact them again to either inform them about 
the outcome of their review or to request further information in order to complete their review.  
All of the claims involved will be individually examined, starting with those aged 71 or over.  
Due to the numbers  involved, the process will take a number of months to complete. 

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these reviews.  
Additional information is being requested from pensioners in relation to unexplained gaps in 
their social insurance record, if required to complete their review.  These information requests 
also explain how to access my Department’s on-line service to provide the relevant information.  
This is the quickest and easiest way to provide the requested information.  It is expected that the 
first review outcomes will be notified during Quarter 1 2019.

An information request issued to the person concerned on 11 January 2019.  The person, 
using the dedicated telephone number, stated they would not be able to complete an online ap-
plication.  A form will be sent to the person concerned when the forms become available at the 
end of February.  

Regardless of when a review is completed, where a pensioner qualifies for an increase, their 
rate will be adjusted without delay and arrears backdated to March 2018, or their 66th birthday 
if later.  If a pensioner does not qualify for an increase, they will continue to receive their exist-
ing rate of payment.  No personal pension entitlement rates will be reduced as a result of this 
review.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG01400Invalidity Pension Applications

05/02/2019WRGG01500612. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if it is policy not to issue the name of the deciding officer when issuing decisions regard-
ing invalidity pension applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5151/19]

05/02/2019WRGG01600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Deciding Officers (DOs) are appointed under social welfare legis-
lation to decide, among other things, whether or not a person is entitled to a statutory payment 
such as invalidity pension.  When a DO has reached a decision, it is recorded in writing and the 
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notification of the decision which issues to the customer includes the name of the DO. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG01700JobPath Programme

05/02/2019WRGG01800613. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when the econometric evaluation of JobPath will be published. [5158/19]

05/02/2019WRGG01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is currently working closely with the OECD to finalise a detailed econometric 
review of JobPath to gauge its effectiveness as means of labour activation for the long-term 
unemployed.  This work is in its final stages and it is intended that it will be published once 
completed.

05/02/2019WRGG02000JobPath Programme

05/02/2019WRGG02100614. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her views on a matter regarding JobPath providers (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [5163/19]

05/02/2019WRGG02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
There are no barriers to the way by which jobseekers can source employment. The JobPath ser-
vice helps and supports their clients to identify and pursue suitable job opportunities themselves 
and the personal adviser will provide any appropriate support that the person may require, from 
preparing their CV and assisting with the job application to financial assistance for clothing or 
transport costs at interview stage or in the first days of employment.  

The JobPath providers are required to offer in-work support to the person for up to twelve 
months while they remain in employment.  This includes scheduled contact with the person 
as well as ad-hoc contact should they need immediate support or advice, this may be particu-
larly important for those in temporary or part-time employment to provide the specific support 
needed to progress to more sustainable permanent employment. 

A person is not under any obligation to provide employment or employer details to the 
JobPath provider but, if they wish to do so and avail of the in-employment support offered, all 
information will be treated confidentially.

The primary purpose of the activation services provided by my Department, including the 
JobPath service is to assist and support jobseekers to look for and sustain full time employment. 
It is worth noting that, of the approximately 206k persons who have been referred to the JobPath 
service to date, 52% have been unemployed for more than 3 years. This service offers people 
who have been long term unemployed intensive one-to one support from a personal adviser.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG02300JobPath Programme

05/02/2019WRGG02400615. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her plans for JobPath and its future; her further plans to disband the service; if so, when; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5178/19]

05/02/2019WRGG02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department oversees the overall procurement process for JobPath.

In this context, my Department is continually engaged in ensuring all contracted public 
employment services are fit for purpose.  No formal tendering process for 2020 is currently 
underway and no final decisions have been made in this regard.  

My Department will continue to consult with the relevant stakeholders to ensure that any 
future contracted public employment service gives the best possible service for those who wish 
to return to the labour market.

05/02/2019WRGG02600Working Family Payment Applications

05/02/2019WRGG02700616. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a working family payment application by a person (details supplied) in County 
Donegal will be processed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5198/19]

05/02/2019WRGG02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 28 November 2018.

The Department wrote to the applicant on 30 January 2019 to request further details.

On receipt of the requested details, the application will be processed without delay and they 
will be notified of the outcome. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

05/02/2019WRGG02900Carer’s Allowance Applications

05/02/2019WRGG03000617. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [5242/19]

05/02/2019WRGG03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

 There is no record in my Department of a claim for CA having been made by the person 
concerned.  If they wish to make an application, they should complete and return the application 
form (CR1) that I have arranged to issue to them.

 Only on receipt of a fully completed application form can entitlement to CA be determined. 

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG03200Working Family Payment Applications
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05/02/2019WRGG03300618. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if the case of a person (details supplied) will be re-examined taking into consideration the up 
to date information they submitted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5278/19]

05/02/2019WRGG03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children.

WFP applications are processed based on information declared by an applicant and their 
employer  at the time of application in accordance with the governing social welfare legislation.  
This legislation provides that, once WFP is awarded, the rate remains the same for a 52 week 
period regardless of changes in working hours or in income or earnings.

A completed WFP application (WFP 1) was received from the person concerned on 16 
November 2018.  The applicant commenced employment with their current employer on 08 
October 2018. Accordingly, they were awarded WFP on 07 December 2018 with effect from 11 
October 2018 to 09 October 2019.  This decision was based on the information declared by the 
applicant and their employer at the time of application.

The person concerned advised the Department in December that their working hours had 
reduced and sought a review of the decision. A Deciding Officer (DO) carried out a review of 
this case on 11 January 2019 and decided that this decision was correct and in accordance with 
the governing legislation. 

The person concerned has been advised of their right of appeal to the independent Social 
Welfare Appeals Office. 

I trust the matter is clarified for the Deputy. 

05/02/2019WRGG03500State Pensions

05/02/2019WRGG03600619. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to address the situation of those that are forced to retire at 65 years of age but 
cannot now receive their entitlement to a State pension until aged 67; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [5282/19]

05/02/2019WRGG03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It 
is well known that people are living for much longer.  This is very positive.  As a result of this 
demographic change, the number of State pension recipients is increasing year on year.  This 
has significant implications for the future costs of State pension provision which are currently 
increasing by approximately €1 billion every 5 years.

The purpose of changes to the State pension age is to make the pension system more sus-
tainable in the context of increasing life expectancy.  This sustainability is vital, if the current 
workers, who fund State pension payments through their PRSI, are to receive a pension them-
selves when they reach retirement age.  Therefore, the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 
provided that State pension age will be increased gradually to 68 years.  This began in January 
2014 with the abolition of the State pension (transition) which was available to people aged 65 
who satisfied the qualifying conditions.  This measure standardised the State pension age for all 
at 66 years.  This will increase to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028.

In most cases, it is hoped that workers will continue to work up to State pension age.  Where 
this is not possible and a person exits the workforce before reaching State pension age they may 
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apply for either the jobseeker’s benefit or jobseeker’s allowance schemes.   Jobseeker’s pay-
ments are currently paid to eligible jobseekers aged 18 to 66 years. 

Jobseekers Benefit is payable subject to the person satisfying the general scheme conditions. 
This entitlement is normally paid for 9 months (234 days) for people with 260 or more PRSI 
contributions paid and for 6 months (156 days) for people with fewer than 260 PRSI contribu-
tions paid.  Arrangements are in place to provide that jobseekers whose benefit expires in their 
65th year can generally continue to be paid benefit up until pensionable age (66 years) provided 
they satisfy the necessary contribution conditions.  The jobseekers schemes are kept under re-
view and any further changes, including entitlement beyond the 66th year, will be considered 
in that context.

It is important to note that there is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and the 
age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them and 
their employers.  While such a contract may have been entered into with a retirement date of 65, 
in the context of the previous State pension arrangements, there is no legal impediment to the 
employer and employee agreeing to increase the duration of employment for one or more years, 
if both parties wish to do so.  In this regard, the Workplace Relations Commission has produced 
a Code of Practice on Longer Working and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 
(IHREC) has published guidance material for employers on the use of fixed-term contracts 
beyond normal retirement age.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG03800State Pensions

05/02/2019WRGG03900620. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a person who reached State pension age before 2012 can avail of the new home care 
credits and TCA if it would be more beneficial to them; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [5284/19]

05/02/2019WRGG04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
January last year I announced a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to calculating the 
entitlement of pensioners who reached state pension age from September 2012 (i.e., those born 
on or after 1 September 1946).  This approach is expected to significantly benefit many people, 
particularly women, whose work history includes an extended period of time outside the paid 
workplace, while raising families or in a caring role.  The TCA will ensure that the totality of 
a person’s social insurance contributions - as opposed to the timing of them - determines their 
final pension outcome.  The HomeCaring Periods can be claimed for any year in which they 
occurred - they are not limited to years since 1994.

People whose pensions were decided under the 2000-2012 ratebands were subject to a sig-
nificantly more generous regime than those who qualified before or afterwards, as a Yearly 
Average of only 20 contributions per year (out of a maximum of 49) could attract a 98% pen-
sion.  The effect of those changes, as it impacted upon those new pensioners since 2012, will 
be familiar to anyone who followed the debate on this matter over the last 6 years.  If pre-2012 
pensioners were also allowed avail of HomeCaring Credits, their arrangements, as a group, 
would continue to be significantly more generous than those of post-2012 pensioners.  There 
would also be a very significant cost which would be expected to be of the order of several 
hundred millions of euros each year.  This in turn could significantly impact funds for future 
pension increases with consequential implications for pensioner poverty.  
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For those with insufficient contributions to meet the requirements for a State pension (con-
tributory), they may qualify for a means tested State pension (non-contributory), the maximum 
personal rate for which is €232 (over 95% of the maximum rate of the contributory pension).  
This rate of payment does not include rent allowance, household benefits or fuel allowance.  
Alternatively, if their spouse is a State pensioner and they have significant household means, 
their most beneficial payment may be an Increase for a Qualified Adult, based on their personal 
means, and amounting up to 90% of a full contributory pension.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG04100Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

05/02/2019WRGG04200621. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if payment into an AVC pension scheme is an allowable deduction from a spouse’s income 
in the assessment of means for the jobseeker’s allowance scheme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5416/19]

05/02/2019WRGG04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Job-
seeker’s Allowance is a means tested social assistance scheme operated by my Department. For 
means testing purposes, account is taken of the income and assets of both the claimant and his 
or her spouse or partner, including the earnings of the spouse.   

Where a claimant or their spouse or partner has earnings from insurable employment, earn-
ings less PRSI contributions, pension contributions and trade union subscriptions are assessed 
as means. In this regard, payment into an AVC pension scheme is an allowable deduction from 
a spouse’s earnings.

If the Deputy is aware of any particular case regarding this issue, I would ask that he bring 
it to the attention of my officials.

05/02/2019WRGG04400Social Insurance Payments

05/02/2019WRGG04500622. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of hours per week a PAYE employee must work in order to receive a full 
class A PRSI stamp; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5423/19]

05/02/2019WRGG04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
People within PRSI Class A are those in industrial, commercial and service-type employment 
who are employed under a contract of service with reckonable pay of €38 or more per week 
from all employments, and Civil and Public Servants recruited from 6 April 1995.

Currently, there is no set number of hours per week that must be worked.  

Until 1991 the threshold for access to social insurance was based on hours worked – 18 
hours.

From April 1991 onwards, the person was insurable at the Class A rate of PRSI if their in-
come equalled or exceeded £25 per week.  This threshold was increased to £30 per week from 
April 1994 and upon conversion to Euro the £30 threshold became €38.

Therefore, based on the current minimum hourly rate of €9.80, an employee working under 
4 hours per week gains access to the full range of social insurance benefits.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG04700State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

05/02/2019WRGG04800623. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of her plans to implement a total contributions approach in relation to the 
State pension (contributory); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5424/19]

05/02/2019WRGG04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the lev-
el of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards (TCA2020).  

I launched a public consultation on the design of the full TCA to be introduced from 2020 
on the 28th of May to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number of 
workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback.  All Oireachtas members 
were invited to a detailed briefing in Leinster House by my officials shortly afterwards.  The 
consultation was open for over 3 months and the Department received almost 300 responses 
from individuals and organisations.  Those submissions outlined the views of respondents on a 
number of issues, including the number of years required for a full pension, as intended as part 
of the consultation process. 

I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consultation.  
Having considered this analysis, I intend bring a proposal to Government shortly, setting out the 
details of the scheme.  When the Government has agreed the approach to be taken, I will initiate 
the work required to introduce this reform. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG05000Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Applications

05/02/2019WRGG05100624. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of a partial capacity benefit application by a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [5460/19]

05/02/2019WRGG05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Par-
tial Capacity Benefit allows a person who has been in receipt of Illness Benefit for six months 
and who may not have full capacity for work, to return to employment and continue to receive 
a partial or full payment from the Department.   

 The personal rate of payment is based on the assessment of the restriction on capacity for 
work i.e. moderate, severe or profound, where a person retains 50%, 75%, or 100% of their 
payment respectively.

The Partial Capacity Benefit claim from the person concerned was received on the 16th 
January 2019 and is currently being processed. The person concerned will be notified as soon 
as a decision has been made on his claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the deputy.

05/02/2019WRGG05300Pensions Reform
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05/02/2019WRGG05400625. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 1303 of 7 September 2018, the position 
regarding the proposed legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5475/19]

05/02/2019WRGG05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who were awarded state pension 
(contributory) on reduced post Budget 2012 rate bands.  This work includes new claimants who 
were awarded reduced rate state pension (contributory) since the Government decision.  

The required primary legislative provisions are contained in the Social Welfare, Pensions 
and Civil Registration Act 2018,  enacted on 24 December 2018.  Accompanying regulations 
will be introduced shortly which will allow certain decisions under the new arrangements to be 
made.  

Over 100 temporary staff have been recruited to separately process the pension reviews.  In 
some cases, additional information about gap periods in social insurance records is required 
from claimants who have been, or  are about to be, awarded a reduced rate state pension (con-
tributory).  Given the number of pensioners to be reviewed this work will take a number of 
months to complete. 

It is expected that the additional process to assess HomeCaring Period entitlement (includ-
ing requesting additional information in some cases) and the calculation under this Total Con-
tributions Approach (the ‘aggregated contribution method’) will be integrated into the existing 
claim decision process for all new claimants in Quarter 2, 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH00200Farm Assist Scheme Applications

05/02/2019WRHH00300626. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for farm assist by a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [5496/19]

05/02/2019WRHH00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned attended Killarney Intreo Centre on 22/1/19 and was interviewed by a So-
cial Welfare Inspector regarding his Jobseekers Allowance application, as it is a means tested 
scheme.  During the course of this interview he was informed of the option of applying for Farm 
Assist and was issued the relevant form for this scheme.

He was contacted today and was advised that he may have an entitlement to Jobseekers Ben-
efit payment.  However he has decided he is withdrawing his Jobseekers application in favour 
of Farm Assist.

His Farm Assist application is currently with a Social Welfare Inspector and he has been 
issued an appointment with a Social Welfare Inspector for 5/2/19.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

05/02/2019WRHH00500State Pension (Contributory)
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05/02/2019WRHH00600627. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if persons who received offers for a review of State pension (contributory) payments can 
provide the necessary information in writing rather than online; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [5499/19]

05/02/2019WRHH00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who were awarded state pension (con-
tributory) on reduced post Budget 2012 rate bands.  Information letters were issued to these 
pensioners explaining that my Department will contact them again to either inform them about 
the outcome of their review or to request further information in order to complete their review.  
All of the claims involved will be individually examined. Due to the numbers involved, the 
process will take a number of months to complete.

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these reviews.  
Additional information is being requested from pensioners in relation to unexplained gaps in 
their social insurance record, if required to complete their review.  These information requests 
also explain how to access my Department’s on-line service to provide the relevant information.  
This is the quickest and easiest way for them to provide the required information.

The information request letter also bears a dedicated telephone number to support and assist 
those involved in the review.  Details of those outlining difficulty with using the online applica-
tion are recorded and a paper application will be issued to them when they become available at 
the end of February.

It is expected that the first review outcomes will be notified during Quarter 1 2019.  Regard-
less of when a review is completed, where a pensioner qualifies for an increase, their rate of 
payment will be adjusted without delay together with arrears backdated to March 2018, or their 
66th birthday if later.  Where a  pensioner does not qualify for an increase, they will continue 
to receive their existing rate of payment.  No personal pension entitlement rates will be reduced 
as a result of this review.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH00800State Pension (Contributory)

05/02/2019WRHH00900628. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the review being undertaken under the new total contributions approach model for 
those affected by changes to the State pension (contributory) from 2012; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [5500/19]

05/02/2019WRHH01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who were awarded state pension (con-
tributory) on reduced post Budget 2012 rate bands.  Information letters were issued to these 
pensioners explaining that my Department will contact them again to either inform them about 
the outcome of their review or to request further information in order to complete their review.  
All of the claims involved will be individually examined. Due to the numbers involved, the 
process will take a number of months to complete.

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these reviews.  
Additional information is being requested from pensioners in relation to unexplained gaps in 
their social insurance record, if required to complete their review.  These information requests 
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also explain how to access my Department’s on-line service to provide the relevant information.  
This is the quickest and easiest way for them to provide the required information.

The information request letter also bears a dedicated telephone number to support and assist 
those involved in the review.  Details of those outlining difficulty with using the online applica-
tion are recorded and a paper application will be issued to them when they become available at 
the end of February.  

It is expected that the first review outcomes will be notified during Quarter 1 2019.  Regard-
less of when a review is completed, where a pensioner qualifies for an increase, their rate of 
payment will be adjusted without delay together with arrears backdated to March 2018, or their 
66th birthday if later.  Where a  pensioner does not qualify for an increase, they will continue 
to receive their existing rate of payment.  No personal pension entitlement rates will be reduced 
as a result of this review.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH01100Working Family Payment Applications

05/02/2019WRHH01200629. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will be made on a working family payment application by a person 
(details supplied); the reason for the delay in same; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [5531/19]

05/02/2019WRHH01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is a weekly in-work payment which provides additional in-
come support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 21 January 2019.

The Department wrote to the applicant on 31 January 2019 to request further details.

On receipt of the requested details, the application will be processed without delay and they 
will be notified of the decision.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy 

05/02/2019WRHH01400Back to Work Family Dividend Scheme

05/02/2019WRHH01500630. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an application for a back to work family dividend by a person (details supplied) 
will be processed; when payment will issue; the reason for the delay in same; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [5532/19]

05/02/2019WRHH01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
claim for Back to Work Family Dividend was made by the person in question on 10 January, 
2019.  This claim was awarded on 29 January, 2019 effective from 10 January, 2019.

The Back to Work Family Dividend claim has now been suspended as the spouse of the 
person in question has been awarded a Jobseeker’s Allowance payment.  The person in question 
no longer has an entitlement to a Back to Work Family Dividend payment while his spouse is 
in receipt of Jobseeker’s Allowance.
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The family unit is financially better off with his spouse claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH01700Invalidity Pension Appeals

05/02/2019WRHH01800631. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on the review of further medical evidence submitted in sup-
port of an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [5533/19]

05/02/2019WRHH01900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP from this gentleman on 28 March 2018.  This ap-
plication was disallowed. 

Further medical evidence was submitted in July 2018 and, following a review, it was de-
cided that there was no change to the original decision.

The gentleman in question lodged an appeal of the decision to the independent Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office (SWAO) and submitted additional medical evidence in support of his ap-
peal.

Following a review of all the information available it was decided that there was no change 
to the original decision and a submission was prepared by the department and forwarded to 
the SWAO for determination on 03 December 2018.  The additional medical evidence recently 
submitted in support of his application has been forwarded to the SWAO, who will be in touch 
with the gentleman in question directly in relation to the progress of his appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH02000Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

05/02/2019WRHH02100632. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will be made on an application by a person (details supplied); the rea-
son for the delay in same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5544/19]

05/02/2019WRHH02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
claim for Jobseeker’s Allowance by the person in question was registered in Roscommon Intreo 
Centre on 22 January, 2019.  It was necessary to seek further information from the person in 
question and this information was received on 29 January.  The Jobseeker’s Allowance claim 
has now been decided and a payment will be made on Thursday 7 February.

Claims are decided as soon as possible following receipt of application, however, where 
further information is required or if a case needs to be referred to a Social Welfare Inspector this 
may increase the processing time.

I trust this clarifies this matter for the Deputy.
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05/02/2019WRHH02300Working Family Payment Applications

05/02/2019WRHH02400633. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a working family payment application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [5565/19]

05/02/2019WRHH02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work payment which provides additional income 
support to employees on low earnings with children.  In order to qualify for WFP, the applicant 
or the applicant and their spouse, partner or cohabitant must be engaged in full-time remunera-
tive employment as an employee for not less than 38 hours per fortnight.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 26 November 2018.

Their application was disallowed on 29 January 2019 as they did not satisfy the condition 
of hours worked.

However, as the person concerned commenced new employment with effect from 01 Janu-
ary 2019, a new WFP application was issued to them on 29 January 2019 for completion.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH02600Pension Provisions

05/02/2019WRHH02700634. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the rules governing self-employed persons and their PRSI record with regard to their 
pension entitlements; the way in which the gaps on the PRSI record of a person pre-1988 is 
treated for pension purposes in view of the fact that PRSI for the self-employed was only intro-
duced in 1988; if their date of entry would be 6 April 1988 for pension purposes; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [5569/19]

05/02/2019WRHH02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Class S PRSI was introduced for the self-employed in 1988.  Prior to 1988 the self-employed 
could maintain their social insurance record by paying Voluntary Contributions, once they 
had already been an employed contributor and met the qualifying conditions of the Voluntary 
Contributions scheme.  Generally, Voluntary Contributions maintained entitlement to a limited 
range of pension payments, including the State pension (contributory).  Under the Yearly Aver-
age system, where a person commenced paying Class S PRSI from 6th April 1988, their aver-
age can be calculated from that date.

The Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establish-
ing the level of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards 
(TCA2020).

I launched a public consultation on the design of the full TCA to be introduced from 2020 
on the 28th of May to which a wide variety of stakeholder groups were invited.  A number 
of workshops were also held on the day to elicit views and feedback.  This exercise included 
materials describing the extension of compulsory PRSI for self-employed in 1988 and sought 
views on how best to ensure that self-employed are not disadvantaged as a result of this reform.

One of the issues considered in this process was how best to ensure that self-employed con-
tributors are not disadvantaged by the fact that Class S contributions were only introduced in 
1988.  I have recently been provided with an analysis of the views submitted in the consultation.
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Once I have considered this analysis, I intend to bring a proposal to Government setting out 
the details of how I propose to implement TCA, including, how I intend to address the issue 
raised by the Deputy. 

The Deputy should note that those with insufficient contributions to meet the requirements 
for a State pension (contributory), may qualify for a means tested State pension (non-contribu-
tory), the maximum personal rate for which is €232 (over 95% of the maximum rate of the con-
tributory pension).  This rate of payment does not include rent allowance, household benefits 
or fuel allowance.  Alternatively, if their spouse is a State pensioner and they have significant 
household means, their most beneficial payment may be an Increase for a Qualified Adult, 
based on their personal means, and amounting up to 90% of a full contributory pension.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH02900State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

05/02/2019WRHH03000635. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if the case of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed and expedited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [5597/19]

05/02/2019WRHH03100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned is currently in receipt of an Illness Benefit 
payment and he can continue to receive this benefit provided he remains medically certified as 
unfit for work by his doctor and submits weekly certificates to that effect until he reaches 66 
years of age.

His entitlement to State Pension (contributory) is due to commence from the 19th February 
2019 and his first payment is due on the 15th February 2019. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH03200Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

05/02/2019WRHH03300636. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to provide for a merchants’ incentive scheme as part of the new digital 
strategy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5599/19]

05/02/2019WRHH03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My  
officials have made contact with the Deputy’s office and on discussion it would appear this 
question is appropriate to my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D. in the Department of 
Business , Enterprise and Innovation.

05/02/2019WRHH03500Fuel Allowance Payments

05/02/2019WRHH03600637. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of a fuel allowance application by a person (details supplied). [5691/19]

05/02/2019WRHH03700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The lady in question is in receipt of invalidity pension and has 
been assessed as eligible for fuel allowance with effect from 08 November 2018.  She was noti-
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fied on 31 January 2019 of this decision.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH03800Supplementary Welfare Allowance Data

05/02/2019WRHH03900638. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the amount expended in each year since and including 2008 on exceptional needs pay-
ments under the supplementary welfare scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[5739/19]

05/02/2019WRHH04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Un-
der the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department may make a single 
exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  An urgent needs payment 
(UNP) may be made to persons who may not normally qualify for SWA but who have an urgent 
need which they cannot meet from their own resources or where an alternative is not available 
at that time.

In total €38.8 million has been provided for ENPs and UNPs in 2019.  The following tabular 
statement shows the expenditure on ENPs and UNPs each year since 2008. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

 Expenditure on ENPs and UNPs, 2008-2018

Year Expenditure
2008 €82.3m
2009 €75.2m
2010  €69.4m
2011 €62.6m
2012 €52.7m
2013 €35.7m
2014 €30.1m
2015 €31.0m
2016 €32.2m
2017 €38.1m
2018 €42.3m*
* Provisional outturn

05/02/2019WRHH04100Pension Provisions

05/02/2019WRHH04200639. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if it is planned under the new total contributions approach model for calculating contribu-
tory pensions to give credits to persons for the purposes of qualifying for a pension under this 
method of calculation to farmers who were in receipt of farm assist payment prior to 2007; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [5745/19]

05/02/2019WRHH04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): At 
the outset, it should be noted that credited contributions do not assist a person in qualifying for 



Questions - Written Answers

278

a pension, in the way that paid contributions do.  They may, however, improve the rate of pay-
ment for which a pensioner qualifies.

The farm assist scheme was introduced in 1999 to provide income support for low income 
farmers.  It replaced the former smallholders’ unemployment assistance payment.  In line with 
the then existing arrangements for unemployment assistance (including smallholders) and pre-
retirement allowance, the income of farm assist recipients was exempt from class S PRSI for 
self-employed workers.  Recipients of farm assist who had previously paid class S social insur-
ance had the option of paying voluntary contributions to maintain their social insurance record, 
including their entitlement to State pension contributory, provided they satisfied the qualifying 
conditions.

PRSI credited contributions (credits) are only awarded to former employees, to cover gaps 
in social insurance where they are not in a position to pay PRSI such as during periods of un-
employment, illness, etc.  Self-employed workers, whether farmers or self-employed in other 
sectors, do not qualify for credits.

While the design of the Total Contributions Approach to determining the rate of contribu-
tory pension to be paid for new pensioners from 2020 has not been finalised, it is not expected 
to include the introduction of a new class of credits for self-employed workers.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH04325State Pension (Contributory) Data

05/02/2019WRHH04350640. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of persons who did their post-2012 contributory pension reviews online; 
the number who commenced an online review but did not complete the process; the number 
who requested paper forms for review; the completion rate for paper reviews; the number who 
did not respond to review correspondence in County Cork and nationally in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [5751/19]

05/02/2019WRHH04375Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who were awarded state pension (con-
tributory) on reduced post Budget 2012 rate bands.    Due to the numbers involved, the process 
will take a number of months to complete. 

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these reviews.  
Over recent weeks, requests for additional information are being sent to pensioners about un-
explained gaps in their social insurance record, where this information is required to complete 
their review.  These information requests also explain how to access my Department’s online 
service to provide the relevant information.  The information request letter also bears a dedi-
cated telephone number to support and assist those involved in the review and allow customers 
who have  difficulty with using the online application  request a  paper application  which will 
be issued to them when they become available at the end of February

As information request have only recently started to issue  to customers it is too early to 
provide the detailed statistics the Deputy requested at this time . 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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05/02/2019WRHH04400State Pension (Contributory)

05/02/2019WRHH04500641. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when paper review forms will be available for persons who are having their post-
2012 contributory pension reviewed. [5752/19]

05/02/2019WRHH04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who were awarded state pension (con-
tributory) on reduced post Budget 2012 rate bands.  Information letters were issued to these 
pensioners explaining that my Department will contact them again to either inform them about 
the outcome of their review or to request further information in order to complete their review.  
All of the claims involved will be individually examined.  Due to the numbers involved, the 
process will take a number of months to complete. 

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these reviews.  
Additional information is being requested in writing from pensioners in relation to unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record, if required to complete their review.  These information 
requests also explain how to access my Department’s on-line service to provide the relevant 
information.

The letter issuing contains a phone number the pensioner can call if they are unable to com-
plete the online form.  Their contact details will be taken and a paper application form would 
issue to them when paper forms become available towards the end of February 2019.  When the 
form is returned, the person’s state pension (contributory) pension will be reviewed and they 
will be informed of the outcome in writing.

It is expected that the first review outcomes will be notified during Quarter 1 2019.  Regard-
less of when a review is completed, where a pensioner qualifies for an increase, the increase 
will be paid with their next due payment, together with arrears backdated to March 2018, or 
their 66th birthday if later.  If a pensioner does not qualify for an increase, they will continue to 
receive their existing rate of payment.  No personal pension entitlement rates will be reduced 
as a result of this review.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

05/02/2019WRHH04700Environmental Policy

05/02/2019WRHH04800642. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the policy on protecting green spaces, including allotments and community gardens, in city 
areas in view of the benefits of such to general health and well-being and specifically mental 
health outcomes for inner city residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [4964/19]

05/02/2019WRHH04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Policy objectives in relation to specific land uses, including green spaces, allotments and com-
munity gardens, are a matter for local planning authorities as part of the City/County Devel-
opment Plan and Local Area Plan processes.  Part I of the First Schedule of the Planning Act 
2000, as amended, provides for the reservation of land for use and cultivation as allotments and 
regulating, promoting, facilitating or controlling the provision of land for that use.  

City and County Development Plans set out a strategic framework for the proper planning 
and sustainable development of the administrative area of the local authority and must be con-
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sistent with longer term planning and sustainable development aims, including those set out in 
the National Planning Framework (NPF).

The NPF sets out an ambitious high-level national vision for Ireland for 2040, and provides 
the planning framework and principles to manage future population and economic growth over 
the next 20 years.  A key principle of the NPF prioritises the compact growth of our villages, 
towns and urban areas.  Securing compact and sustainable urban growth means focusing on 
reusing previously developed ‘brownfield’ land, building up infill sites and either reusing or 
redeveloping existing sites and buildings, in well serviced urban locations, particularly those 
served by good public transport and supporting services, including employment opportunities. 

The NPF provides a policy framework for more compact urban growth rather than car de-
pendent sprawl, while also providing safeguards that protect the environment, promote healthy 
communities and lifestyle choices.  One of the principal benefits of more compact urban de-
velopment is that it will enhance public health by encouraging and facilitating more active 
lifestyles by creating a more walkable and cycling friendly urban environment.  It will continue 
to be a matter for local planning authorities to balance all of these factors in relation to specific 
areas and sites.

05/02/2019WRHH05000Electoral Reform

05/02/2019WRHH05100643. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to facilitate the holding of elections and referendums at the weekend to 
facilitate young persons returning home to vote; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5190/19]

05/02/2019WRHH05200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Electoral law allows for the taking of a poll at an election or 
referendum on any day of the week.  In deciding on a particular day, a wide range of consider-
ations are taken into account and ultimately there are advantages and disadvantages attaching 
to any day chosen.  The flexibility in the legislation allows all relevant factors to be taken into 
account at any given time in setting the polling day and I have no plans to amend the legislation 
to change these arrangements. 

Electoral law also provides for postal voting for certain categories of voters including full-
time students registered at their home who are living elsewhere while attending an educational 
institution in the State.

05/02/2019WRHH05300Chimney Sweeps Regulation

05/02/2019WRHH05400644. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to regulate the practice of chimney sweeps and to encourage and ensure house-
holds carry out regular cleaning of stoves and chimneys in line with guidelines. [5468/19]

05/02/2019WRHH05500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Fire services attended 2,520 fires involving chimneys/ flues/ soot/ 
hot ashes in 2016, 2,731 such fires in 2015 and 2,668 such fires in 2014.  This underlines the 
need for campaigns aimed at reducing the prevalence of this type of fire and the advice which 
fire services promote each year.

My Department works with local authority fire services and issues advice on fire safety, 
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and recommends that chimneys are cleaned regularly - at least annually, and more frequently 
for wood or turf burning stoves.  My Department has no function in regulating the provision of 
services such as chimney sweeping but recommends that stoves, boilers and other heat produc-
ing appliances and the flues associated with them are serviced regularly by competent persons.  
Installation of carbon monoxide alarms is also recommended, and this is a requirement under 
Building Regulations when new stoves are installed. Installation of stoves should be carried out 
by a competent installer and in line with the requirements of Technical Guidance Document J 
(Heat Producing Appliances) - Building Regulations to include proper construction of hearth 
and flue, adequate ventilation, and to enable regular cleaning of flues.

05/02/2019WRJJ00200Rights of Way Registration

05/02/2019WRJJ00300645. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the latest date to register existing rights of way; his plans to extend the date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5740/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, the Property Registration Authority, PRA, 
was established as and from 4 November 2006.  The PRA replaces the Registrar of Deeds and 
Titles as the registering authority in relation to property registration in Ireland and, subject to 
the above Act, is independent in the performance of its functions.

I am advised by the Property Registration Authority that the Land and Conveyancing Law 
Reform Act 2009 changed the law in relation to certain easements and profit à prendre, that is, 
those acquired by prescription and that it is not necessarily an obligation for all rights of way 
to be registered by 2021.

Further information on Easements and Profits à Prendre Acquired by Prescription under 
Section 49A is available on the website of the Property Registration Authority, www.prai.ie. In 
addition, arrangements have been put in place by all bodies under the aegis of my Department 
to facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas.  The contact 
email address for the Property Registration Authority is reps@prai.ie.

05/02/2019WRJJ00500Urban Renewal Schemes

05/02/2019WRJJ00600646. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the amount of funding allocated to Kildare County Council under the urban regeneration 
and development fund for the Celbridge southern relief road and second Liffey crossing; the 
items covered in the funding; if the funding has not been determined at this stage, when his of-
ficials will meet with Kildare County Council officials to agree the work and funding required; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5015/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ00700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, URDF, was launched as part of Project Ire-
land 2040 to support the compact growth and sustainable development of Ireland’s five cities, 
regional drivers and other large urban centres. 

The URDF grant in respect of the successful proposal in question, as with all other success-
ful bid proposals, has been approved in principle subject to agreement of subsequent technical 
details with my Department and may be regarded as an initial investment of support for the 
project.  Given that this is a Category B proposal, a provisional funding amount of €400,000 has 
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been determined to enable initial technical and preparatory work and my Department intends to 
further engage with Kildare County Council to agree on the terms and conditions of the funding 
allocation and to discuss the progression of the proposal in 2019 and onwards.

As the process of finalising agreements with successful applicants is currently ongoing, 
project conditions will only be concluded after this process which can, in part, involve com-
mercially sensitive information or proposals subject to a formal consent or acquisition process 
at a later point.

It is expected that a second call for proposals for 2020 funding will be launched later in Q1 
2019 and a workshop for applicants will be organised in advance.  It is envisaged that this ap-
plication period will run until summer 2019.

05/02/2019WRJJ00800Land Availability

05/02/2019WRJJ00900647. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the details of land banks and public lands and sites owned by Louth County Council; 
the acreage of same; the locations and the size and acreage of each site; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [5039/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The development of publicly owned residential lands for social and affordable housing is a 
priority for the Government.  In this context, together with developing a significant build pro-
gramme on their existing residential land bank, local authorities are also required to consider 
the availability of land for housing, particularly social and affordable housing, within their area 
of responsibility. 

The local authority residential land bank has been mapped on the Rebuilding Ireland land 
map, and is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/rebuilding-ireland-land-map/.

The map includes details of over 700 local authority and Housing Agency sites amounting 
to some 1,700 hectares, circa 66 hectares of which is in the Louth County Council functional 
area.  The map also includes some 30 sites (comprising circa 200 hectares) in the ownership of 
State or semi-State bodies.  The map does not include other lands that may be owned by local 
authorities and earmarked for non-residential purposes.

In relation to the development of Louth County Council’s residential land bank, my De-
partment is in regular contact with the local authority regarding the accelerated delivery of 
social and affordable homes. A detailed breakdown of the Louth County Council social hous-
ing construction programme is set out in the Social Housing Construction Status Report which 
is published on a quarterly basis. The report covering the period up to end Quarter 3 of 2018 
is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: http://rebuildingireland.
ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-quarter-3-social-housing-construction-report/.  The report 
covering to end Quarter 4 of 2018 will be published shortly.  Further projects will continue to 
be added to the programme on an ongoing basis.

With regard to the delivery of affordable homes, the Government has provided €310 mil-
lion, under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) in Budget 2019, for enabling infrastructure on local 
authority and Housing Agency lands to facilitate affordable housing delivery. The first call 
under the Fund issued to local authorities, including Louth County Council, in 2018 and while 
Louth did not make an application at that time, I expect to issue a further call in the coming 
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weeks, and Louth County Council will once again have the opportunity to submit applications, 
as appropriate. In addition, a site at Mount Avenue, Dundalk, has been approved under the Lo-
cal infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) for funding of €3.3 million for an access 
road, which will support 200 homes initially and potentially up to 1,200 on wider lands.

Finally, the Land Development Agency acts as a national centre of expertise in relation 
to the use of public lands as catalysts to stimulate regeneration and wider investment and to 
achieve compact, sustainable growth. It has a particular focus on securing land for social and 
affordable housing purposes and will be aiming to work with and support local authorities and 
other public bodies in this regard.

05/02/2019WRJJ01100Home Loan Scheme

05/02/2019WRJJ01200648. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the reason the Rebuilding Ireland home loan does not accept carer’s allowance as income when 
accessing applicants for same. [5050/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is not, as a general rule, available to those in receipt of 
unemployment or other social welfare benefits.  However, where there is a joint application and 
the primary income is of a waged or salaried nature, long-term State benefit payments may be 
considered.  State benefit payments allowable are:  

- State Pension (Contributory);

- State pension (Non-Contributory);

- Widow’s / Widower’s Pension;

- Blind Pension;

- Invalidity Pension;

- Disability Allowance.

The reason these payments are considered as assessable income for the scheme is that they 
are long-term payments. The inclusion of other social welfare payments, which are more short-
term, would not be appropriate in determining a person’s capacity to repay a loan over a period 
of up to 30 years as is the case with the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.

The long-term nature of the payment must be confirmed by the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection. All applications are dealt with on a case-by-case basis and are 
referred to the relevant local authority’s Credit Committee for a final decision.

05/02/2019WRJJ01400Defective Building Materials

05/02/2019WRJJ01500649. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to introduce a latent defects redress scheme to help those living in badly built 
properties bought during the Celtic tiger period (details supplied). [5098/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): In the first instance, I would like to acknowledge the 
stressful circumstances which the owners and residents of buildings face when defects occur in 
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their homes.   

However, in general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting 
parties involved: the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, 
structural guarantee or warranty scheme.  It is important to note that while my Department has 
overall responsibility for establishing and maintaining an effective regulatory framework for 
building standards and building control it has no general statutory role in resolving defects in 
privately owned buildings, including dwellings, nor does it have a budget for such matters.

In the case of multi-unit developments, the legislative position is very clear in terms of where 
responsibilities rest. Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2014 primary responsibility for 
compliance of works with the requirements of the Building Regulations, rests with the owners, 
designers and builders of buildings. Enforcement of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 
31 local building control authorities who have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement 
under the Acts and who are independent in the use of their statutory powers. When a building is 
constructed and occupied, statutory responsibility for fire safety is assigned by section 18(2) of 
the Fire Services Acts, 1981 & 2003, to the “person having control” of the building. In multi-
unit developments, the “person having control” is generally the owner management company. 
Under the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011, the owner management company must establish 
a scheme for annual service charges and a sinking fund for spending on refurbishment, im-
provement or maintenance of a non-recurring nature of the multi-unit development.

With regard to the effectiveness and accessibility of legal remedies for homeowners who 
discover defects in their homes, these are complex legal matter with potential implications 
for the entire legal system, as well as for the insurance industry.  In this context, in February 
2018, my Department wrote to the Law Reform Commission and also corresponded with those 
involved with the review of the administration of Civil Justice in Ireland, requesting that they 
consider the issue of effective and accessible legal remedies for homeowners who discover 
defects in their homes.  

Additionally, in response to the building failures that have emerged over the last decade, my 
Department has advanced a robust and focused Building Control Reform Agenda, including:  

- Amendments to the Building  Control Regulations; 

- Establishment of a shared services National Building Control Management Project; and 

- The ongoing development of new legislation through the Building Control (Construction 
Industry Register Ireland) Bill.

These reforms have already brought, and will continue to bring, a new order and discipline 
to bear on construction projects, creating an enhanced culture of compliance with the Building 
Regulations.

05/02/2019WRJJ01700Student Accommodation

05/02/2019WRJJ01800650. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if there is a requirement on An Bord Pleanála to publish applications on its website which 
detail the student accommodation providers of 200 bed spaces or more seeking planning per-
mission. [5099/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Applications seeking planning permission for 200 bed spaces or more are made directly to An 
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Bord Pleanála, the board, for determination under the strategic housing development provi-
sions.

The Planning and Development (Strategic Housing Development) Regulations 2017 in-
serted new provisions into the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (the 2001 Regula-
tions), setting out procedural and administrative matters relating to proposed strategic housing 
developments, as provided for under Chapter 1 of Part 2 of the Planning and Development 
(Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016.  On foot of this, article 301 of the 2001 Regula-
tions details the requirements for making an application for a strategic housing development 
(SHD) available for public inspection.  It states that a copy of the application, including any 
environmental impact assessment report or Natura impact statement, if required, and all oth-
er documents, particulars, plans or information that accompany the application, will be made 
available for inspection at the board’s offices and at the offices of the relevant planning author-
ity, from when the application is made until eight weeks following the Board’s decision on the 
application.  

In addition, the applicant is also required to make the application, including any environ-
mental impact assessment report or Natura impact statement, if required, and all other docu-
ments, particulars, plans or information that accompany the application available for inspection 
on-line on a website established by the applicant for the same period  .

The regulations also provide for a weekly list of applications received and applications de-
termined or otherwise disposed of by the board in relation to SHD cases.  These weekly lists are 
available on the Board’s website at

http://www.pleanala.ie/.

The board also maintains a list of current SHD applications on its website, which contains 
the links to the websites of the individual SHD applications, at

http://www.pleanala.ie/shd/applications/index.htm.

05/02/2019WRJJ02000Home Loan Scheme

05/02/2019WRJJ02100651. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when a new round of funding will be made available to the Rebuilding Ireland home 
loan scheme to allow applicants that have already applied to get approved for home loans; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5100/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan launched on 1 February 2018. Prior to its launch, an initial 
tranche of €200 million of long-term fixed-rate finance was borrowed by the Housing Finance 
Agency to provide funds for the scheme to local authorities.

When the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was initially being developed it was estimated 
that the drawdown of loans under the scheme would be approximately €200 million over three 
years. From the data collated on the scheme to date, the RIHL has proven to be more successful 
than initially anticipated, as a result of which, the scheme would require a further tranche of 
funds to be borrowed by the HFA in order to enable its continuation.

My Department is currently in discussions with the Departments of Public Expenditure and 
Reform and Finance with regard to an extension of the scheme in this regard. When these dis-
cussions are concluded I will be in a position to make an announcement on the matter.
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05/02/2019WRJJ02300Housing Issues

05/02/2019WRJJ02400652. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the housing supply and demand report will be published. [5110/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The latest iteration of the National Statement of Housing Supply and Demand is the subject of 
ongoing engagement between my Department and the Housing Agency.

The preparation of reports of this kind derived from a commitment in the Construction 2020 
Strategy, published in May 2014, predating both Rebuilding Ireland and the National Planning 
Framework (NPF) published as part of project Ireland 2040.  It has served a very useful purpose 
in bringing together relevant housing statistics and projecting forward likely demand.  

In the intervening period, considerable work on housing supply data has now transferred to 
the Central Statistics Office, and the population and settlement patterns projections have been 
developed for the NPF based on work undertaken by the ESRI.  These projections are now 
being followed through into the Regional Economic and Spatial Strategies and will be further 
reflected in development plans thereafter.  One of the important components at local level in 
determining both supply and demand for housing, will be the proposal, in the context of Na-
tional Policy Objective 37 of the NPF, for a “Housing Need Demand Assessment” (HDNA) 
to be undertaken for each local authority area in order to correlate and accurately align future 
housing requirements.  This will assist local authorities to develop long-term strategic views of 
housing need across all tenures.  My Department will be providing guidance to authorities in 
this regard later this year. 

My Department is considering how the aggregate view of HDNA will feed into nation-
al reporting, including in particular in monitoring and assessing delivery and performance in 
line with NPF objectives.  I envisage that this will mean that the current form of the Housing 
Agency’s Statement of Housing Supply and Demand will evolve, to reflect the aforementioned 
developments.  My Department will be working with the Housing Agency, the ESRI and local 
authorities in this regard and, in the short term, will be considering the matter in the context of 
the latest iteration of the Housing Agency’s work, on foot of which the issue of publication will 
be considered further.

05/02/2019WRJJ02600Approved Housing Bodies

05/02/2019WRJJ02700653. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the funding an approved housing body (details supplied) received for the development of 41 
apartments for older persons; the funding made available to the body for a proposed redevelop-
ment at a site; and if funding from his Department or other State agency fell under the capital 
advanced loan facility payment, the long-term leasing scheme, the capital loan and subsidy 
scheme or the capital assistance scheme. [5118/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
2009 my Department recouped €8.1 million to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council under 
the Capital Assistance Scheme in respect of 41 homes in St Anne’s Court, Ballinteer, secured 
by an Approved Housing Body (AHB) under Part V of the Planning and Development Acts.

In December 2018, my Department received a proposal, from an AHB for a development on 
this site, seeking to use the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) and Payment and Avail-
ability Agreement (P&A) facility.  The proposal requires significant further detail and my De-
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partment, together with the Housing Agency and the local authority, has been working with the 
AHB in question to assist them in understanding the requirements of such a funding proposal. 
My Department will consider a revised proposal as soon as it is completed and submitted. 

05/02/2019WRJJ02900Home Loan Scheme

05/02/2019WRJJ03000654. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if consideration will be given to amending the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme 
in order that persons that previously owned property but lost it during the financial downturn 
could be considered as eligible for such loans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[5134/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan scheme was launched last year to replace the existing 
House Purchase and Home Choice Loan schemes. The scheme enables credit-worthy first-time 
buyers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a 
suitable price range, where they cannot obtain sufficient mortgage finance from a commercial 
lender.   

The regulations under which the Scheme is established and the statutory credit policy, is-
sued in accordance with the Regulations, provide that the loan is available to first-time buyers 
only.  The regulations define a first-time buyer as having the same meaning as a first-time buyer 
in Section 92B of the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999, which defines a first-time buyer as 
a person who has not individually or jointly with another person previously purchased a house 
or an apartment. 

The regulations also provide for prohibited categories of borrowers. The statutory credit 
policy sets out in detail the criteria for determining the eligibility for a loan under the scheme. 
It specifically excludes those with a poor credit history. This is to ensure the continued viability 
of the scheme and to protect the interests of borrowers and the local authorities who provide 
the loans.

I have no plans to change the regulations or the credit policy with regard to either targeting 
first time buyers or the prohibition of certain categories of people. This is to ensure the effective 
targeting of limited resources and the continued financial stability of the scheme.

05/02/2019WRJJ03200Social and Affordable Housing

05/02/2019WRJJ03300655. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the work he is undertaking to develop schemes in respect of cost rental and afford-
able housing; and when details in relation to same will be published. [5194/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
multi-stranded approach is being taken to the targeted delivery of affordable housing, in par-
ticular for those households earning up to €50,000 for single income households and €75,000 
for dual income households.

As part of that approach, I commenced the relevant provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 last year to provide a statutory basis for the delivery of 
affordable housing for purchase; regulations in relation to the scheme will be made shortly.  
In addition, a new Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan was introduced on 1 February 2018, under 
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which home loans, at affordable, fixed rates over the term of the loan can be made available to 
credit worthy home purchasers meeting the above income limits. 

In order to support local authorities in delivering affordable homes, €310 million will be 
made available from 2019 until 2021 under the Serviced Site Fund (SSF). The (SSF) will fund 
facilitating infrastructure, on local authority sites. At a maximum funding rate of €50,000 per 
affordable home, at least 6,200 will be facilitated in total.

On foot of a first call for proposals which issued to local authorities in Dublin, the Greater 
Dublin Area, Cork and Galway City, approval issued for ten projects costing €43m, which will 
support 1,400 affordable homes, in December 2018.  Infrastructure works on these projects 
will begin as soon as possible and delivery of affordable homes is anticipated from early 2020 
onwards.  Five other projects submitted are still under active consideration and my Department 
is working with the local authorities concerned to progress them.

A second call for proposals will issue shortly. In order to inform that process all local au-
thorities wishing to be considered for funding have been asked to submit economic assessments 
of the requirement and potential to deliver affordable homes from their sites.  

The Government is also committed to the introduction of a not-for-profit, cost rental sec-
tor in Ireland. Together with delivering more affordable and predictable rents, cost rental will 
make a sustainable impact on national competitiveness and the attractiveness of our main urban 
centres as places to live and work. It is estimated by the National Development Finance Agency 
(NDFA) that rents of between 15-25% below market are achievable. 

There are currently two cost rental projects at Enniskerry Road, in Dun Laoghaire-Rath-
down and St. Michael’s Estate, Inchicore, which will deliver 50 and 330 cost rental homes, 
respectively.  The experience on these projects will inform a national cost rental framework 
under which similar projects will be rolled out on a wider scale. My Department is engaged  
with the National Development Finance Agency, the European Investment Bank and the LDA 
to develop the optimum funding and delivery mechanisms to support cost rental delivery at 
scale in Dublin and other urban areas.

05/02/2019WRJJ03500Local Authority Housing Maintenance

05/02/2019WRJJ03600656. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when Dublin City Council will receive a response to a request to assist with phase 
2 of its housing insulation programme. [5195/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Exchequer funding of some €128 million has been provided to local authorities from 2013 
to end-2018, to improve energy efficiency and comfort levels in over 68,000 local authority 
homes.

For 2019, the energy retrofitting programme has an allocated exchequer budget of €25 mil-
lion. My Department will shortly be asking local authorities to submit details of their 2019 
work proposals and related funding requirements for this programme, following which funding 
allocations will issue to all authorities, including Dublin City Council.  

05/02/2019WRJJ03800Land Acquisition

05/02/2019WRJJ03900657. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
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ment if Fingal County Council has initiated the acquisition of the necessary lands for the up-
grading of the Hearse Road, Donabate, County Dublin, (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5199/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ04000658. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if all the infrastructural requirements for the second lane of the Donabate distributor road 
have formed part of the construction of a single lane which is in breach of its planning condi-
tions as outlined by An Bord Pleanála in 2011 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [5200/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ04100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 657 and 658 together.

Under section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, I am specifically 
precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to any case with which a planning 
authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned.

In the case of the Donabate Distributor road, my involvement relates to  the provision of 
funding for a project under the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF).  This 
follows on from a competitive bid process.  This project, being advanced by Fingal County 
Council, will provide a key piece of new public infrastructure to stimulate the supply of ap-
proximately 1,200 housing units on nearby development sites in Donabate.  My understanding 
is that the Grant of Planning Permission for the Donabate Distributor Road includes the con-
struction of a road of approximately 4 km in length, of which 1 km will be single carriageway 
and the balance dual carriageway.   The road is being constructed on a phased basis, in tandem 
with the development of Donabate, and the first stage involves the construction of a single 
carriageway for the full 4 km of roadway.  The first phase is designed to allow for addition of 
further lanes of traffic to provide for dual carriageway in line with the future development of 
the area and the terms of the Grant of Planning Permission.  It is the works associated with this 
first phase which are being funded under LIHAF. 

While my Department continues to review the progress of the project on a regular basis, in 
line with the terms of the grant agreement, the project is being managed and procured by Fingal 
County Council and the road is presently under construction.  

In accordance with the grant agreement signed in 2017, Fingal County Council can draw-
down Exchequer funding of 75% of the infrastructure works, with the remaining 25% being 
funded by the Council.  Land acquisition is not being funded as part of this project, but is ob-
viously a prerequisite for the construction phase.  Consequently more detailed information on 
land acquisition issues would be a matter for Fingal County Council.

05/02/2019WRJJ04300Water Charges

05/02/2019WRJJ04400659. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to introduce an incremental instalment payment plan to assist persons in paying 
the cost of water connection charges that would be considered excessive or are in excess of a 
predetermined threshold; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5211/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
refer to the reply to Question No.  245 of 31 May 2018 which sets out the statutory arrange-
ments in place under the Water Services Acts 2007-2017 for the determination of water services 
connection charges and charging arrangements.  Responsibility for the independent economic 
regulation of the water sector is assigned to the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU).  
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As Minister, I do not have a role in determining charging arrangements and must respect fully 
the statutory powers and functions which the Oireachtas has conferred on the CRU in relation 
to this matter. 

 By way of update, I understand that the CRU, informed by a multi-stage public consultation 
process, published its decision on Irish Water’s enduring Connection Charging Policy on 18 
December 2018, and that the approved Connection Charging Policy will come into effect on 1 
April 2019, subject to various time-bound transitional arrangements relevant to customers who 
have made their initial applications on or before 31 March 2019.  It may be helpful to note that 
the CRU has outlined the reasoning behind its position on payment plans in communicating its 
overall decision, which may be accessed at the following link

https://www.cru.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/CRU18262-CRU-Decision-on-Irish-Wa-
ters-Connection-Policy.pdf .

05/02/2019WRJJ04600Rural Development Policy

05/02/2019WRJJ04700660. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if the connection to area condition in the sustainable rural housing guidelines for planning 
authorities will be removed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5306/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ04800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government (Deputy Damien English): Under the current 2005 Guidelines on Sustainable 
Rural Housing, planning authorities are required to frame the planning policies in their develop-
ment plans in a balanced and measured way that ensures the housing needs of rural communi-
ties are met, while avoiding excessive urban-generated housing and haphazard development, 
particularly in those areas near cities and towns that are under pressure from urban generated 
development.

Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding 
the European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was estab-
lished to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Planning Guidelines on 
Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended.  The working group comprises senior officials from the Planning Division of my 
Department and senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities, nominated by 
the local government sector.  The objective is to ensure that rural housing policies and objec-
tives contained in local authority development plans comply with the relevant provisions of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.  

The National Planning Framework (the NPF) also provides an important context for the 
finalisation of the revisions to the 2005 Rural Housing Guidelines.  National Policy Objective 
15 of the NPF fully supports the concept of the sustainable development of rural areas by en-
couraging growth and arresting decline in areas that have experienced low population growth 
or decline in recent decades, while simultaneously indicating the need to manage certain areas 
around cities and towns that are under strong urban influence and under pressure from unco-
ordinated and ribbon-type development, in order to avoid over-development of those areas.  
Accordingly, the NPF objectives are aligned with the approach already expected of planning 
authorities under the current Guidelines. 

Taking account of the engagement with the European Commission on the matter and subject 
to the completion of the ongoing deliberations by the working group, I will be in a position to 
finalise and issue to planning authorities revisions to the 2005 Rural Housing Guidelines that 
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take account of the relevant ECJ judgment.

05/02/2019WRJJ04900Land Development Agency

05/02/2019WRJJ05000661. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the names of the persons appointed to the board of the Land Development Agency; the 
process by which they were appointed; and the measures put in place to ensure there are no 
conflicts of interest for the members of the board that have business or financial interests in 
land, commercial property or residential property development. [5347/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on 13 September 2018 by way of Es-
tablishment Order under the Local Government Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971.  Pend-
ing the enactment of primary legislation, I have appointed an interim Board with a mix of 
public and private sector skills and expertise relevant to the objectives of the LDA.  The Board 
members are: 

- John Moran – Chairperson – former Secretary General of the Department of Finance 

- Michael Stone - North East Inner City Regeneration Implementation Board

- Timothy Bouchier Hayes  - Solicitor and construction law expert 

- Michelle Norris - UCD Professor of Social Policy 

- Conn Murray - Limerick City and County Council Chief Executive 

- John Coleman - CEO of the LDA 

- John O’Connor - Chief Executive of the Housing Agency 

- Clare Costello - Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

- Caroline Timmons - Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government

In their letters of appointments, the Board members have been instructed that if their per-
sonal circumstances change in any way that may provide a conflict of interest for their Board 
role, they must declare the circumstances to the Chairperson of the Board. The Chairperson 
is required to declare any personal conflicts of interest to me. Also all Board members are re-
quired, under the Ethics in Public Offices Acts 1995 and 2001, to provide a statement of interest 
to the LDA no later than 31 January each year, in respect of the previous year. 

On enactment of the primary legislation for the establishment of the LDA, a Board and 
Chairperson for the LDA will be appointed in line with normal arrangements.

05/02/2019WRJJ05200Irish Water Administration

05/02/2019WRJJ05300662. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position regarding a referendum on the ownership of Irish Water; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [5372/19]

05/02/2019WRJJ05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): It 
will be a matter for the Oireachtas to decide on the holding of a referendum on the ownership 
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of public water services and the wording to be put to the people.

 The Government is firmly committed to public water services remaining in public owner-
ship and this is reflected in the Water Services Acts and in the Water Services Policy Statement 
2018-2025 approved by Government in May 2018. There is widespread support for this view, 
as recognised in the Oireachtas approval of the Report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the 
Future Funding of Domestic Water Services in April 2017 which supports the concept of a ref-
erendum on the issue of water services continuing in public ownership.  The Committee recom-
mended that the wording of this amendment must be carefully scrutinised to ensure that it does 
not impact upon the status of Group Water Schemes and individual domestic water supplies.

 The matter of the holding of a referendum is addressed in the Thirty-fifth Amendment of the 
Constitution (Water in Public Ownership) (No. 2) Bill 2016, a Private Member’s Bill initiated 
by Deputy Joan Collins.  The Bill is currently at Dáil committee stage.  Detailed examination of 
the wording of this Bill as it stands, which I have undertaken in consultation with the Attorney 
General, indicates that it would give rise to unacceptable risks.  Reflecting upon the advices that 
I have received, I have articulated these concerns in correspondence and engagement on the Bill 
with the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government.  The Office 
of the Parliamentary Legal Adviser has separately and independently advised the Committee in 
relation to the Bill.

In November 2018, I received Government approval for the priority drafting of proposed 
amendments to the Private Member’s Bill to provide for a constitutional amendment which 
will focus on retaining the entity charged with the provision of public water services in public 
ownership.  My intention is that the draft wording, once finalised, will be brought back to Gov-
ernment for approval and can then be brought forward as a proposed amendment to the existing 
Bill.

Reflecting this position, and the work that needs to be completed, the referendum was not 
included amongst those identified by Government to be held in May 2019.  The development 
of the wording is currently being given priority attention by the Office of the Attorney General.  

I have written to the Chairperson of the Joint Oireachtas Committee as recently as 21 Janu-
ary 2019 and will continue to keep the Committee updated on progress in this matter.

05/02/2019WRKK00200Housing Data

05/02/2019WRKK00300663. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if responsibility for housing output statistics will be allocated to the Central Sta-
tistics Office in view of differing estimates for housing output in 2018 as occurred over several 
recent years; his views on the fact that less than 18,000 housing units were completed in 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5428/19]

05/02/2019WRKK00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Central Statistics Office began publishing their New Dwelling Completion series in June 
2018 following a lengthy collaboration between my Department, the CSO and ESB Networks.  
Data published by the CSO indicates that there were 17,161 new dwelling completions in the 
year to end Q3 2018, which is a very significant 33% increase on the level in the year to end Q3 
2017.  Relevant data can be found on the CSO website at the following link: 

https://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/construction/newdwellingcompletions/ .

Since the publication of Rebuilding Ireland in July 2016, annual output, according to this 
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indicator, has almost doubled and significant increases in activity are also evident across a range 
of other relevant indicators, including planning permissions and commencements.  

The CSO is due to publish full year 2018 new dwelling completions data on 7 February 
2018.  

05/02/2019WRKK00500Fire Stations Upgrade

05/02/2019WRKK00600664. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if a funding request has been received from Dublin City Council for the refurbish-
ment of fire stations within Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5433/19]

05/02/2019WRKK00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the 
establishment and maintenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the pro-
vision of fire station premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire 
Services Act 1981.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, 
providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related mat-
ters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.

In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on an annual €8 million allocation, to be used for the 
purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised Fire 
Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements to 
Training Centres. The five-year programme proposed the construction/ refurbishment of twenty 
six fire stations. This included sixteen new builds and ten upgrade/ refurbishments. 

Each fire authority presents my Department with its requests and the case for funding for 
prioritised capital requirements. Continued investment in the fire appliance fleet has been iden-
tified as a key national priority. All requests for funding from my Department’s Fire Services 
Capital Programme for any fire appliances, equipment or fire station projects are evaluated with 
regard to local authorities’ priorities, the relevant area risk categorisation, the value for money 
offered by proposals and the totality of requests from fire authorities.

The greater Dublin area is served by an infrastructure of well-placed fire stations which 
were put in place in the 1980s and 1990s, supported by funding from my Department. These 
enable a rapid response to emergency calls for fire service assistance in the four Dublin local 
authorities who fund the operation of Dublin Fire Brigade. While my Department is aware of 
discussions about possible relocations of some fire stations, my Department has not received 
any recent requests for funding for fire stations from Dublin City Council. However, under 
the capital programme, funding has been approved for six new fire appliances for Dublin Fire 
Brigade at a cost of approximately €1.8 million. A further approval for six vehicles with 4 x 4 
capability was also issued to Dublin Fire Brigade in May 2018. An overall appliance fleet re-
placement proposal, including a request for a turntable ladder costing approximately €800,000, 
is under review between my Department and Dublin Fire Brigade . 

The projects in the capital programme are reassessed on an annual basis and priority may 
be adjusted to bring forward projects offering best value-for-money and to take account of the 
state of readiness of individual projects.

05/02/2019WRKK00800Local Authority Housing Waiting Lists
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05/02/2019WRKK00900665. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of applicants removed from the housing list in each of the years 2014 
to 2018 due to being over the income thresholds by local authority; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [5437/19]

05/02/2019WRKK01000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local authority 
area are provided in the statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA). The SSHA 
has been conducted on an annual basis since 2016, prior to which it was carried out once every 
three years with the last Summary under this approach having taken place in 2013 i.e. there was 
no SSHA carried out in either 2014 or 2015. The most recently conducted SSHA, carried out 
in June 2018, details the number of households on all local authority waiting lists as at 11 June 
2018 (the count date). 

The SSHA process requires all local authorities to review those households who are on their 
housing list but who are not currently in receipt of social housing support. This is to ensure 
that the details of the applicant households are up to date and accurate and that they remain 
eligible for, and in need of, social housing support in accordance with the criteria set down in 
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Social Housing Assessment 
Regulations.  

As part of this assessment, all local authorities wrote to relevant households, including those 
in transitional and shared or emergency accommodation, if relevant, informing them of the as-
sessment process and seeking updated information where necessary. 

The oversight and management of these lists is a matter for the relevant local authority in 
accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated regulations.  
On review, households found to exceed the limits on income eligibility grounds were removed 
from the list.

Complete national data on the number of households removed from housing lists due to 
their income exceeding the relevant eligibility thresholds in 2016 and 2017 is not available. 
However a separate exercise carried out by the Housing Agency in 2018, as part of the SSHA 
2018 process, indicated that 971 households were removed from the list on income eligibility 
grounds.  This represents just under 9% of the total number removed from lists during the pe-
riod.

05/02/2019WRKK01100Social and Affordable Housing Eligibility

05/02/2019WRKK01200666. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to increase the income threshold criteria for eligibility for social housing; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5438/19]

05/02/2019WRKK01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits for 
each local authority, in different bands according to the area concerned, with income being de-
fined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced at that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
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ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

As part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for so-
cial housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The Housing Agency is carrying 
out the detailed statistical work, which will underpin this review, on behalf of my Department. 

The review will also have regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of af-
fordability and cost rental and will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives 
have been considered.

05/02/2019WRKK01400Planning Data

05/02/2019WRKK01500667. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applications made and exemptions granted, respectively under the Plan-
ning and Development (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2018 (details supplied) by county; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5483/19]

05/02/2019WRKK01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Planning and Development (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2018, which came into op-
eration on 8 February 2018, provide for an exemption from the requirement to obtain planning 
permission in respect of the change of use of certain vacant commercial premises, including 
vacant areas above ground floor premises, to residential use. 

This measure is aimed at facilitating the productive re-use of qualifying vacant commer-
cial buildings as homes, while also facilitating urban renewal and the bringing on stream of 
increased housing supply.

While there is no planning application required, as such works are exempted development, 
the Regulations contain a notification requirement whereby a person intending to avail of the 
exemption is required to notify the local planning authority in writing at least 2 weeks prior to 
the commencement of the proposed change of use and related works. Such notifications must 
also indicate details of the number of housing units being provided under the exemption. 

Planning authorities are required to maintain records of such notifications received and to 
report annually to my Department in respect of the notifications received in previous calendar 
year.   As 2018 was the first year that this exemption provision was in operation, planning au-
thorities should now be collating the relevant information for the purpose of submitting their 
first annual return to my Department. My Department has recently issued a reminder notice to 
planning authorities in this regard.

05/02/2019WRKK01700Rents Data

05/02/2019WRKK01800668. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the local authorities that impose and do not impose, respectively, a maximum amount 
of rent payable under their rent scheme for different property types; when he expects the draft 
national differential rents framework to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [5535/19]

05/02/2019WRKK01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
at June 2018, there were 36 Differential Rent Schemes in place across the country. While almost 
60% of the schemes have a maximum rent, only five have different maximums for different 
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property types e.g. 2 bed, 3 bed houses etc.

At present the making of rent schemes and the setting of rent levels is a matter for each lo-
cal authority under section 58 of the Housing Act 1966. As a result, the levels of rents charged 
vary across authorities with the result that households in similar circumstances may be charged 
different amounts of rent depending on the city/county they are living in.

Considerable work has been carried out by my Department in developing a draft national 
differential rents framework under section 31 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009. Such a framework has as its main aim the facilitation of a significant harmonisation in 
local authority rents, whilst retaining the general principle of rents related to household income. 

This work has been examined further in the light of the broader commitment given in the 
Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness, to review the disparate systems 
of differential rent for social housing in place across local authorities. The overall objective is 
to ensure that housing supports are fair and sustainable and prioritise those on lowest incomes. 

I expect that the review will be completed shortly.

05/02/2019WRKK02000Mortgage to Rent Scheme Eligibility

05/02/2019WRKK02100669. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his views on whether it is appropriate for a local authority to refuse to recommend a 
house for the mortgage to rent scheme on the grounds that the house is located in a rural area. 
[5539/19]

05/02/2019WRKK02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme introduced in 2012 is targeted at those households in 
mortgage arrears who are eligible for social housing support whose mortgage is unsustainable 
and who have very limited options, if any, to meet their long-term housing needs themselves.  
One of the main criteria underpinning the scheme is that the applicants are eligible for social 
housing.

It is a matter for individual local authorities to assess whether the property the subject of a 
MTR application is suitable to the household’s needs and if there is a social housing demand in 
the area concerned beyond the needs of the current occupying household.  This assessment is 
undertaken in respect of all properties put forward for the MTR scheme regardless of whether 
the property concerned is located in a rural or urban area.   

A property may be deemed by a local authority to be unsuitable for social housing on the 
basis of this assessment.  If MTR is not an option, it will be a matter for the borrower to discuss 
with their lender if there are other options available to resolve their mortgage arrears situation. 
Likewise, the borrower, if eligible for social housing, may also be able to consider other social 
housing options, including accessing the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP).

 The Abhaile service is a national mortgage arrears resolution service, provided free of 
charge to  mortgage holders in arrears and its aim is to help these borrowers to find the best so-
lutions and keep them, wherever possible, in their own homes.  The unique element of Abhaile 
is that it brings together, for the first time, the full range of supports and services required by 
borrowers in home mortgage arrears.  A dedicated adviser will work with the borrower and their 
lender to find the best solution for their particular situation.  The Money Advice and Budget-
ary Service (MABS) acts as the gateway for the service and can be contacted by telephoning 
(076)1072000 or by accessing their website at:   www.mabs.ie/abhaile.
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05/02/2019WRKK02300Planning Issues

05/02/2019WRKK02400670. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the safeguarding conditions attached by An Bord Pleanála to its grant of permission to a plant 
(details supplied) in 2018. [5563/19]

05/02/2019WRKK02500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 34(10) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, An Bord Pleaná-
la is required to state in a decision in respect of a planning appeal the main reasons and consid-
erations on which its decision is based, including reasons for the imposition of any conditions. 
This information is included in both the Direction and Order issued by the Board in relation to 
any particular case. These documents, in addition to the relevant Inspector’s report, are made 
publically available for inspection on the website of An Bord Pleanála and at its offices within 
3 days following the making of the Board decision.

I understand that the documents referred to above in relation to the particular development 
to which the Deputy refers are publically available in the manner outlined above.

In the event that the Deputy wishes to obtain further information in relation to this matter 
from An Bord Pleanála, arrangements have been put in place by each Agency under the remit of 
my Department, including An Bord Pleanála, to facilitate the provision of information by State 
Bodies directly to members of the Oireachtas. The contact email address for An Bord Pleanála 
is   oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie.

05/02/2019WRKK02600Private Rented Accommodation Standards

05/02/2019WRKK02700671. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his plans to amend the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2017 
to ensure that all rental properties are more energy efficient and that fines would be issued to 
landlords who are renting out homes that fall under the certain energy rating as recently imple-
mented in the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5590/19]

05/02/2019WRKK02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards for 
Rented Houses) Regulations 2017. They specify requirements in relation to a range of matters, 
such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural light, safety of gas, oil 
and electrical supply and fire.  All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented 
properties comply with these Regulations. Responsibility for enforcement of the Regulations 
rests with the relevant local authority. 

 Following enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, local authorities 
have a strengthened legislative framework available to them which provides for the issuing of 
Improvement Notices and Prohibition Notices where landlords are in breach of their obliga-
tions.  Under Section 34 of Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992, any person who 
by act or omission contravenes the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2017, 
fails to comply with an improvement notice, or re-lets a house in breach of a prohibition notice, 
will be guilty of an offence and shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding 
€5,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both.  If the contravention, failure 
to comply or re-letting is continued after conviction, the person will be guilty of a further of-
fence on every day on which the contravention, failure to comply or re-letting continues and for 
each such offence shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding €400 per day.  
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 If an inspection identifies that a property has been found to be non-compliant with the 
regulations, it is a matter for the Local Authority to determine what action is necessary and 
appropriate, including the issuing of an Improvement Letter, Improvement Notice, Prohibition 
Notice or further legal recourse.

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (the DCCAE) has 
established an Advisory Group to examine the feasibility and implications of setting minimum 
thermal efficiency performance standards for properties offered for rent or lease in the residen-
tial sector. The Group, on which my Department is represented, will advise DCCAE on how 
best to progress energy efficiency upgrades in the rental sector and on the approach to public 
consultation on the issue.  Key considerations will focus on appropriate approaches to regula-
tion, and the timescale for introduction of any requirements, as well as any associated potential 
supports.

05/02/2019WRKK02900Tenant Purchase Scheme Review

05/02/2019WRKK03000672. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when he will publish the report on the review of the tenant purchase scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [5647/19]

05/02/2019WRKK03100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): In 
line with the commitment given in Rebuilding Ireland a review of the first 12 months of the 
Scheme’s operation has been completed and a full report has been prepared setting out findings 
and recommendations.

I hope to be in a position to publish the review shortly, following completion of consider-
ation of a number of implementation issues arising.

05/02/2019WRKK03200Architects Register

05/02/2019WRKK03300673. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment further to Parliamentary Question No. 268 of 23 January 2018, if he will address mat-
ters (details supplied) on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [5648/19]

05/02/2019WRKK03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Building Control Act 2007 designated the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland 
(RIAI) and the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland (SCSI) as the registration bodies for 
those professions. 

The Fennell Review recommended in 2013 that in the context of any future reviews, consid-
eration might be given to the introduction of an overarching supervisory regulator for the various 
professional bodies.  However, subsequently, the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations 
2014 were introduced, requiring greater accountability in relation to compliance with Build-
ing Regulations in the form of statutory certification of design and construction by registered 
construction professionals and builders, lodgment of compliance documentation, mandatory 
inspections during construction and validation and registration of certificates.  A Certificate of 
Compliance on Completion is jointly signed by the builder and the assigned certifier. In effect, 
the statutory Certificate of Compliance on Completion certifies that a building is compliant with 
all relevant requirements of the Building Regulations. This has brought an order and discipline 
in relation to compliance on all construction projects and has enhanced customer confidence in 
this area; accordingly, I have no plans at this stage to introduce any new arrangements in rela-
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tion to the registration of architects.

As indicated in my reply to Question No. 268 of 23 January 2019, my Department will be 
reviewing the relevant reporting arrangements in relation to the RIAI’s functions under the 
Building Control Act 2007 in the context of the reporting received in respect of 2018. The De-
partment is currently engaging with the RIAI in this regard to improve the presentation of the 
relevant income and expenditure in order that there is full transparency in this matter.

05/02/2019WRKK03500Planning Issues

05/02/2019WRKK03600674. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment further to Parliamentary Question No. 314 of 7 February 2018, his plans to improve 
the limited criteria that pertains to planning regulations for afforestation in view of the serious 
concerns of many persons and communities in areas such as west County Cavan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [5666/19]

05/02/2019WRKK03700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Planning and Development Regulations 2001 were amended 
in September 2011 by the Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2011 
to provide for initial afforestation to be exempted development, I.e. exempt from the require-
ment to obtain planning permission. 

The justification for exempting this form of activity from the requirement to obtain planning 
permission was because such activity was subject to a separate statutory development consent 
system under the European Communities (Forest Consent and Assessment) Regulations 2010 
(the 2010 Regulations), administered by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  
The 2010 Regulations were subsequently revoked and have been replaced by the Forestry Reg-
ulations 2017, following the commencement of the Forestry Act 2014.  

Similar to the 2010 Regulations, the 2017 Regulations make specific provision for public 
consultation in the application and approval processes relating to afforestation developments. 
As part of the statutory public consultation process, site notices must be erected at all entrances 
(to the proposed site) onto the public road in respect of forestry licence applications.  Further-
more, notice of such applications is published on the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine’s website, under public consultation.

I have no proposals to amend the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 in this re-
gard as this matter now falls under the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine. 

05/02/2019WRKK03800Housing Adaptation Grant Applications

05/02/2019WRKK03900675. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if funding will be made available to Dublin City Council to progress an applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) under the adaptions scheme for persons with disabilities. 
[5686/19]

05/02/2019WRKK04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department provides funding under the Disabled Persons Grants (DPG) scheme to local au-
thorities for adaptations and extensions to their existing social housing stock to meet the needs 
of local authority tenants. The scheme applies to adaptations that are necessary to address the 
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needs of older people or people with a disability who may require stair-lifts, grab-rails, show-
ers, wet-rooms, ramps, etc. It also provides funding for extensions such as the installation of a 
downstairs bedroom or bathroom or in the case of overcrowding.

My Department will shortly be issuing a call to all local authorities requesting their fund-
ing requirements in respect of the DPG scheme for 2019. It should be noted that works can 
take place throughout the year to allow for the full utilisation of the annual funding allocation 
to each local authority and, to facilitate this and to ensure that there is no delay in respect of 
priority works under the programme, local authorities may undertake works up to a maximum 
value of 65% of their previous year’s allocation in advance of notification of the current year’s 
allocation.

It is a matter for all local authorities, including Dublin City Council, to prioritise the works 
required under this scheme and to assess individual applications in that context.

05/02/2019WRKK04100Water Abstraction Regulation

05/02/2019WRKK04200676. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
the research carried out to establish the overall risk of pollution to Killinure Lough, County 
Westmeath, through the establishment of a water extraction scheme by Irish Water; and if this 
research has taken into account that water levels in Killinure will refill mainly from Lough Ree 
and therefore environmental damage will take longer to rectify. [5689/19]

05/02/2019WRKK04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
outlined in my reply to Question No. 1120 of 15 January 2019 on this matter, I have no statutory 
role in this matter as proposals to abstract water for the purpose of public supply are a matter 
for Irish Water under the provisions of the Water Supplies Act 1942 and any required planning 
permission is a matter for the relevant local authority.  Environmental and other considerations 
are taken into account as a normal part of the planning process.

05/02/2019WRKK04400Animal Culls

05/02/2019WRKK04500677. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of section 42 licences that have been issued annually since 2010 for the purpose of 
culling grey seals at fishing, aquaculture and salmonid river sites; the number of these that have 
been issued to commercial fishermen; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5183/19]

05/02/2019WRKK04600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): There 
are two species of seals in Irish waters - the Harbour or Common Seal and the more numerous 
Grey Seal.     

While seals are protected under the EU Habitats Directive and the Wildlife Acts, permits 
may be obtained under section 42 of the Wildlife Acts to control seals where significant damage 
is being caused.  Permits may be issued in response to specific applications and each applica-
tion is considered on its merits. This redress is available, for example, to individual fishermen 
to control damage to fisheries by seals at particular locations. 

In the period 2010 to the end of 2018 my Department issued 28 Section 42 permits to con-
trol seals. Some 21 permits allowed for the killing of seals which were restricted, in the main, 
to one or two seals per permit while 5 permits allowed for scaring only and 2 permits permitted 
both scaring and killing.  Twenty of these permits related to commercial fisheries.
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05/02/2019WRKK04700Heritage Council Funding

05/02/2019WRKK04800678. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to reverse cuts in local heritage plan funding used to implement local heritage 
plans; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5201/19]

05/02/2019WRKK04900680. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to provide the Heritage Council with additional funding in order to fulfil its role 
in providing a community grant scheme in 2019 and 2020; if a similar funding stream can be 
provided; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5239/19]

05/02/2019WRKK05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 678 and 680 together.

The Heritage Council, which is funded by my Department, is independent in the perfor-
mance of its functions. It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council itself to decide how its 
funding is allocated across the range of research, education and conservation programmes it 
supports, including its Community Grants Scheme and funding for local heritage plans. 

I was pleased to announce increased funding of €6.588m for the Council 2019, compared 
to €6.377 in 2018. 

The voted funding allocation to the Heritage Council each year is published in the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform’s Revised Estimates Volume   . The amounts since 2015 
are as follows:

Year Total (€m)
2015 4,743
2016 5,243
2017 6,254
2018 6,377 
2019 6,588
The Heritage Council is at an exciting and defining moment in 2019 with the launch of its 

new Strategic Plan “Heritage at the Heart  ” 2018-2022 and the appointment of its new CEO, 
Virginia Teehan, from 1 February.    I understand that final decisions on funding in 2019 across 
the Council’s various activities will be made by the new CEO and the Council in the coming 
weeks and announcements will be made by the Heritage Council in due course.

05/02/2019WRKK05100Heritage Fund

05/02/2019WRKK05200679. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the amount of funding allocated for heritage grants nationally by county; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [5203/19]

05/02/2019WRKK05300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My De-
partment provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic struc-
tures through grant schemes which are generally administered by the local authorities.

The Built Heritage Investment Scheme  (BHIS) is a scheme for the repair and conservation 
of structures on the local authority Record of Protected Structures. It is designed to leverage 
private capital for investment in small scale conservation projects across the country and to 
support the employment of skilled conservation professionals, tradespersons and craftsmen and 
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women.  

The Historic Structures Fund   (HSF) (formerly the Structures at Risk Fund) is for conser-
vation and enhancement to heritage structures, in both private and public ownership, for the 
benefit of communities and the public.

In November 2018, I announced a total of €4.3 million in funding for the BHIS and HSF for 
2019. Both schemes were open for applications from 28 November to 31 January and applica-
tions will be assessed with successful applicants to be notified in due course. 

Full details of both of the schemes are available on my Department’s website and on each 
local authority’s website.  

I approved a further €1 million in funding nationally for the Historic Towns Initiative 2019  
, which is a joint initiative of my Department and the Heritage Council. Applications must be 
made to the Heritage Council by local authorities before the closing date of 8 February. The 
applications will be assessed by an expert panel and successful towns will be notified shortly 
thereafter.

The Heritage Council also provides other grants for the protection and preservation of our 
heritage.  It is primarily a matter for the Heritage Council to decide how its funding should be 
allocated across the range of research, education and conservation programmes it supports.  
Details are published by the Heritage Council on its website   www.heritagecouncil.ie. 

Amounts awarded by County in 2018: Structures at Risk Fund

Local   Authority No. of Projects Amount Awarded
Carlow County Council 2 €38,000
Cavan County Council 5 €84,000
Clare County Council 2 €32,000
Cork City Council 1 €20,000
Cork County Council 2 €50,000
Donegal County Council 3 €59,000
Dublin City   Council 4 €74,000
Dun Laoghaire  Rathdown County Council 2 €30,000
Fingal County Council 4 €74,000
Galway City Council 1 €22,000
Galway County Council 2 €22,000
Kerry County Council 3 €42,000
Kildare County Council 3 €66,000
Kilkenny County Council 2 €37,000
Laois County Council 2 €37,000
Leitrim County Council 3 €45,000
Limerick City & County Council 2 €35,000
Longford County Council 3 €50,000
Louth County Council 4 €75,000
Mayo County Council 3 €46,000
Meath County Council 2 €27,000
Monaghan County Council 2 €24,000
Offaly County Council 1 €22,00
Roscommon County Council 4 €67,000
Sligo County Council 1 €15,000
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Local   Authority No. of Projects Amount Awarded
Tipperary County Council 2 €32,000
Waterford City & County Council 3 €63,000
Westmeath County Council 3 €43,000
Wexford County Council 3 €45,000
Wicklow County  Council 2 €24,000
TOTALS 76 €1,300,000

2018: Amounts awarded by County under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme

Local Authority No. of Projects Amount Awarded
Carlow County Council 4 50,000
Cavan County Council 7 50,000
Clare County Council 13 50,000
Cork City Council 8 85,000
Cork County Council 5 50,000
Donegal County Council 8 50,000
Dublin City Council 39 298,000
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 12 50,000
Fingal County Council 7 50,000
Galway City Council 4 67,000
Galway County Council 9 50,000
Kerry County Council 11 50,000
Kildare County Council 10 50,000
Kilkenny County Council 11 88,000
Laois County Council 7 50,000
Leitrim County Council 4 50,000
Limerick City & County Council 21 108,000
Longford County Council 5 50,000
Louth County Council 5 50,000
Mayo County Council 8 50,000
Meath County Council 5 50,000
Monaghan County Council 5 50,000
Offaly County Council 10 50,000
Roscommon County Council 8 50,000
Sligo County Council 10 50,000
South Dublin County Council 4 50,000
Tipperary County Council 11 50,000
Waterford City & County Council 15 104,000
Westmeath County Council 4 50,000
Wexford County Council 7 50,000
Wicklow County Council 7 50,000
TOTALS 284 2,000,000

  Question No. 680 answered with Question No. 678.

05/02/2019WRLL00200Special Areas of Conservation
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05/02/2019WRLL00300681. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will investigate with the National Parks and Wildlife Service, to partially withdraw as-
pects of the new SAC boundaries in County Sligo which it has developed in and around a club 
(details supplied); if it will work with the club in order to ensure that common sense prevails 
with regard to the development of new SAC areas surrounding the club; if it will take into con-
sideration potentially swapping a larger piece of its land for the area of contention which it has 
raised with the service in January 2019 and which will ultimately lead to a potential net habitat 
gain for the SAC; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5277/19]

05/02/2019WRLL00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The site 
referred to in the Deputy’s Question was proposed for designation as a special area of conserva-
tion in 1997. It was adopted by the European Commission as a site of community importance 
in 2004. 

When lands are being proposed for inclusion within a special area of conservation, land-
owners are notified in writing of the proposed designation and are sent an information pack on 
the relevant site. Public notification of the proposed designation is also undertaken. The infor-
mation pack explains the scientific reasons for the proposed designation, sets out the activities 
requiring my prior consent, as Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, and includes 
information on how to appeal against the inclusion of land within the site proposed for designa-
tion. 

The deadline for lodging an appeal against the inclusion of land within the site referred to 
in the Deputy’s Question, as proposed for designation in 1997, has passed. In addition, the land 
referred to in the Deputy’s Question contains habitat which is listed as a priority habitat type 
within Annex I of the EU Habitats Directive.

05/02/2019WRLL00500Scéimeanna Teanga

05/02/2019WRLL00600682. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
an bhfuil plean teanga faighte aici ón Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail; má ta, cén uair a 
fuair sí an plean; cén uair a bhfuiltear ag súil go ndéanfar an plean a fhaomhadh [5421/19]

05/02/2019WRLL00700Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): Fuarthas an chéad dréacht den chéad scéim teanga ón Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe 
agus Pobail ar 18 Eanáir 2019. Tá an dréachtscéim sin á plé agus á meas ag oifigigh mo Roinne 
faoi láthair. Táthar ag súil go mbeidh sé faofa taobh istigh de roinnt seachtainí.

05/02/2019WRLL00800National Concert Hall

05/02/2019WRLL00900683. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht her plans to meet with the chairperson and CEO of the National Concert Hall in the im-
mediate future. [5451/19]

05/02/2019WRLL01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My of-
ficials and I maintain active engagement with the Chairs and Directors (where appropriate) of 
the National Cultural Institutions under the aegis of my Department. I intend to meet the Chair 
of the National Concert Hall in the near future.

05/02/2019WRLL01100National Monuments
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05/02/2019WRLL01200684. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 30 and 35 of 21 June 2018, the two monuments 
indicated at which there were instances of acquisition; the circumstances of their acquired sta-
tus and or the threat posed to them; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5497/19]

05/02/2019WRLL01300685. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if the decision-making process on whether a monument attains the status of national mon-
ument will be clarified; the person or body that makes this decision; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [5498/19]

05/02/2019WRLL01400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 684 and 685 together.

The National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2014 define “national monument” as meaning (in 
summary) any monument the preservation of which is a matter of national importance by rea-
son of the historical, architectural, traditional, artistic, or archaeological interest attaching to 
it. Therefore, the Minister does not have, under the Acts, a function as such of designating 
monuments as national monuments other than by way of the exercise of a number of specified 
functions which she may, at her discretion, exercise in respect of a monument which, in her 
opinion, is a national monument. These functions are the power to make preservation orders or 
temporary preservation orders in respect of national monuments which are in danger, the power 
to become guardian of a national monument and the power to acquire national monuments. In 
exercising these functions the Minister has access to advice from the Department’s Chief Ar-
chaeologist and other legal assistance as necessary.

The national monuments referred to in my reply Question Nos. 30 and 35 on 21 June 2018 
are the Gate Lodge at Askeaton Castle in County Limerick and the buildings at Nos. 14 to 17 
Moore Street in Dublin city centre. They were acquired in 2015 for the purposes of conserva-
tion, management and presentation to the public and both benefit from the protections of the 
National Monuments Acts. 

05/02/2019WRLL01600Wildlife Protection

05/02/2019WRLL01700686. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the 
potential impact on the bottlenose dolphin as a consequence of the development of the Shannon 
LNG project has been evaluated; the measures which will be taken to mitigate against potential 
impacts on the species; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [5571/19]

05/02/2019WRLL01800Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As set 
out in the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, Appropriate 
Assessment of the potential impacts of a proposed development is a matter for the planning 
authorities, which fall under the remit of the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment. 

At the time of the planning application, my Department provided advice on the potential 
wildlife impacts of the development, including in relation to the bottle-nosed dolphin.  The 
view of my Department are a matter of public record. It is not, however, a planning authority.

05/02/2019WRLL01900Seirbhísí Uisce

05/02/2019WRLL02000687. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Cultúir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta 
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an raibh aon phlé aici leis an Aire Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil maidir leis na scé-
imeanna cóireála eisiltigh atá ag Údarás na Gaeltachta a aistriú chuig Uisce Éireann le go bhfé-
adfaí na córais seo a úsáid le haghaidh an phobail i gcoitinne [5748/19]

05/02/2019WRLL02100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I dtús 
báire ní miste dom a  dheimhniú don Teachta nach raibh aon phlé agam  le mo chomhghleacaí  
an tAire  Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil maidir leis an ábhar atá luaite aige. 

Sin ráite, tá sé tugtha le fios go poiblí ag Údarás na Gaeltachta roimhe seo go bhfuil siad sás-
ta comhoibriú le heagraíochtaí stáit eile atá ag iarraidh áiseanna cóireála fuíolluisce cónaitheach 
agus tráchtála a chur ar fáil do phobail Gaeltachta agus a bheadh ar leas na bpobal sin.  Labhair 
mé le Príomhfheidhmeannach Údarás na Gaeltachta le déanaí faoi seo. Ina thaobh sin, tuigim 
go raibh comhráití ginearálta acu le hUisce Éireann ar chásanna éagsúla ceann ar cheann - áit a 
bhfuil forbairtí ar chórais fuíolluisce ar siúl faoi láthair. 

Ar ndóigh, tuigeann an Teachta nach bhfuil soláthar áiseanna cóireála fuíolluisce cónaitheach, 
tráchtála nó pobail mar shainchúram ar Údarás na Gaeltachta. Roimhe seo, d’fhorbair an tÚdarás 
ionaid cóireála fuíolluisce, go príomha, ar nó gar d’eastáit tionsclaíochta nó páirceanna gnó a 
bhí ina seilbh chun fostaíochta a chruthú i gcomhlachtaí lonnaithe ar na páirceanna seo a éascú.

I gcásanna eisceachtúla, ceanglaíodh áiseanna pobail a bhí ar nó gar d’eastáit tionsclaíochta 
do na hionaid cóireála fuíolluisce. I gcásanna eile, bhí agus tá an tÚdarás sásta comhoibriú, ar 
iarratas, le húdaráis áitiúla ag áireamh Uisce Éireann, chun córais, áiseanna nó talamh a chur ar 
fáil lena bhforbairt agus a dtógáil ar lámh ag na háisíneachtaí cuí. 

Tuigim chomh maith, go bhfuil Údarás na Gaeltachta sásta breathnú ar an féidearthacht go 
ndéanfaí a cuid córais nó, i gcásanna áirithe, tailte a cheannach, le go ndéanfaí iad a úsáid don 
chuspóir seo, chomh fada agus nach ndéanfaí aon díobháil d’aon úsáid eile a bheadh i bpleanan-
na an Údaráis do na tailte sin sa todhchaí.


