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Questions Nos. 1 to 3, inclusive, answered orally.

23/01/2019WRA00500Telecommunications Services Provision

23/01/2019WRA006004. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of the work of the mobile phone and broadband taskforce implementation group to date; 
the way in which it will impact on the difficulties that rural communities are having in obtaining 
a reliable broadband supply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3037/19]

23/01/2019WRA00700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce was established in July 2016, 
arising from a commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government to identify solu-
tions to broadband and mobile phone coverage deficits. 

An Implementation Group, which I currently chair, oversees the delivery of all of the ac-
tions arising from the Taskforce’s 2016 report.  The Implementation Group has also developed 
further actions which build on, and supplement, the original Taskforce recommendations.

To date, the Implementation Group has made significant progress in identifying and work-
ing to mitigate potential barriers to the roll-out of the National Broadband Plan. Quarterly re-
ports on the progress achieved by the Implementation Group are published on my Department’s 
website.  

The actions completed to date cover a wide range of areas such as legislative issues, policy 
development and consumer awareness. For example, through the work of the Implementation 
Group, cooperation between telecommunications operators and local and central government 
has been strengthened. This is resulting in additional telecommunications infrastructure being 
deployed more rapidly throughout the country, which in turn is leading to better mobile phone 
coverage and access to mobile broadband services.

In addition, Transport Infrastructure Ireland have carried out an extensive ducting pro-
gramme over the last 18 months which will support the roll-out of fibre infrastructure. 

Other tangible examples of the work of the Taskforce include the introduction of a stan-
dardised road-opening charging framework by the Local Authorities. ComReg has also intro-
duced a licensing exemption regime to allow the use of mobile phone repeaters, which will 
greatly improve mobile phone services for people living in rural areas.

23/01/2019WRA00800Community Services Programme

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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23/01/2019WRA009005. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
progress made on the review being carried out of the community services programme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [2990/19]

23/01/2019WRA01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Com-
munity Services Programme, or CSP, supports around 420 community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model, with funding provided as a contribution to the 
cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions. More than €46 mil-
lion is available to support community organisations under the programme in 2019.

The CSP transferred to my Department from the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection in January 2018.  While the primary focus for 2018 was ensuring continuity 
of service, a review of the programme was considered timely given my Department’s role and 
its policy responsibility for social enterprise and for local development and community devel-
opment.

My Department consulted with key stakeholders and CSP supported organisations on the 
scope of the review in October and November last year.  This consultation helped shape the 
terms of reference for the review and the procurement of an independent third party to review 
the programme.  Subject to a successful tender process, I expect a reviewer to be appointed 
before the end of February.  

The review will consider how the programme fits with overall Government priorities as well 
as with my Department’s other community programmes and policy objectives, and will help 
inform decisions on the future shape and structure of the programme.  

The review will take six months and I expect it will be completed in early Autumn 2019.

23/01/2019WRA01100Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

23/01/2019WRA012006. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the prog-
ress made on the development of the Atlantic economic corridor; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2991/19]

23/01/2019WRA01300Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Programme for a Partnership Government and the Action Plan for Rural 
Development both commit to progressing the Atlantic Economic Corridor initiative to create an 
economic area of scale along the western seaboard, from Donegal to Kerry. 

The initiative aims to maximise the assets of the region and to better utilise the economic 
hubs, clusters and catchments of the area to attract investment, support job creation and contrib-
ute to an improved quality of life for people who live in the region.  

Minister Ring established the Atlantic Economic Corridor Taskforce in March 2017 to over-
see and progress the initiative. The Taskforce, which I now chair, meets every quarter.  The 
Taskforce includes representatives of all of the key public and private sector stakeholders along 
the Corridor.

Three subgroups have been established to support the work of the Taskforce, focusing on 
infrastructure, enterprise space and communications. These subgroups meet twice each quarter 
and are currently implementing agreed work programmes. 

My Department also provides co-funding for a dedicated AEC Officer in each of the 10 Lo-
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cal Authorities along the Corridor.  This AEC Officer network is a resource to support the work 
of the AEC Taskforce and its subgroups, as well as to promote the AEC concept more widely.  

This year, I have also provided the Western Development Commission with additional fund-
ing to strengthen the co-ordination of the AEC initiative.

There have been significant private sector investment and job announcements along the At-
lantic Economic Corridor region in the last twelve months, which reflects the fact that the West 
of Ireland is an attractive place for employers and investors.  The work of the AEC Taskforce 
will further highlight the potential of the region for national and international investment.

23/01/2019WRA01400Charities Regulation

23/01/2019WRA015007. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to amend the Charities Act 2009 and the regulations thereunder; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2921/19]

23/01/2019WRA01600Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Charities Regulatory Authority was established on 16 October, 2014 pur-
suant to the Charities Act 2009. Responsibility for the oversight of the Regulator transferred to 
my Department on its establishment in July 2017.

The general function of the Regulator is to regulate charitable organisations operating in Ire-
land, in order to increase public trust and confidence in their management and administration. 
This includes maintaining a public register of charitable organisations operating in Ireland and 
ensuring their compliance with the Charities Acts. Under the Charities Act, 2009, the Charities 
Regulator is fully independent in the performance of its statutory functions. 

There is ongoing liaison between officials in my Department and the Charities Regulator to 
review the operation of the legislation to ensure that it is operating effectively. In 2017, on foot 
of public consultation, the Regulator proposed amendments to the Charities Act 2009 in order 
to ensure consistency and fairness in the accounting and reporting obligations of charities. 

My Department is working with the Regulator to consider these amendments and also to 
consider whether sections of the 2009 Act which have yet to be enacted require further amend-
ment. This work is at an advanced stage and I intend seeking Government approval in the near 
future to progress the legislation.

Questions Nos. 8 to 17, inclusive, answered orally.

23/01/2019WRA01800Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

23/01/2019WRA0190018. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of capital developments in the County Donegal Gaeltacht that come under the remit 
of his Department; if funding will be provided to them; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3035/19]

23/01/2019WRA0200028. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of capital developments in County Donegal that come under the remit of his Depart-
ment; and if funding will be provided to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3036/19]
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23/01/2019WRA02100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 18 and 28 together.

My Department has provided funding through a number of programmes to County Donegal 
and to the Donegal Gaeltacht.

Under Project Ireland 2040, the Government committed €1 billion to the Rural Regenera-
tion and Development Fund (RRDF) over a 10 year period to support rural economic develop-
ment and to help build strong communities. The Fund has been allocated €315m over the period 
2019 to 2022, with €55m set aside in my Department’s budget for successful projects in 2019.

I announced the first 18 successful projects under the Fund on the 23rd November which 
will receive €24.4 million. 

The projects from the Fund, while unlocking a further €11 million in other funding, are 
ready to commence in 2019.

Donegal got an RRDF allocation of €1.5m for a successful proposal by Údarás na Gael-
tachta for the expansion of Gaoth Dobhair Business Park which will deliver an additional 1,725 
sq.m. of modern office space for formative businesses.

I also announced over €1.7m RRDF funding for the restoration, by Donegal County Coun-
cil, of Swan Park in Buncrana, which was badly damaged by extreme weather in 2017.

My Department’s Library Capital Programme will invest some €29m in 19 projects, as well 
as the My Open Library service.  I announced a €1m contribution in May 2018 for the new 
library for Donegal Town. I understand Donegal County Council expects to complete construc-
tion of the library by end-2020.

My Department recently awarded a grant of €35,000 to erect a mobile phone mast in Malin 
Beg, Co. Donegal under the Digital Innovation Programme. The funds for this project have 
been drawn down in full and it is my understanding that work will be completed before the end 
of quarter 2 of this year.

In 2018 I provided over €630,000 to County Donegal under the Community Enhancement 
Programme and 146 community groups have been approved under the programme.

The Local Action Group responsible for the delivery of the LEADER Programme in County 
Donegal is allocated a budget of approximately €9.6 million. Over €4.3 million is approved to 
104 project promoters. Of this, €474,949 has been allocated to 22 projects in the Gaeltacht areas 
of the county. This funding will be drawn down as work is completed.

Other programmes operated by my Department which support Donegal are the Outdoor 
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme; Town and Village Renewal Scheme; CLAR; The Walks 
Scheme and the Local Improvement Scheme.

I refer the Deputy to my Department’s website for a full list of projects which give a com-
prehensive picture of what we are achieving for County Donegal. I look forward to making fur-
ther announcements in 2019 that will build on our existing schemes to achieve better outcomes 
for all of those who live in rural areas.

23/01/2019WRA02200Rural Recreation Policy

23/01/2019WRA0230019. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
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plans for the development of rural recreation in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2824/19]

23/01/2019WRA02400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Actions to 
maximise Ireland’s rural tourism and recreation potential are implemented across a number of 
Government Departments and agencies, including Fáilte Ireland, Local Authorities, Waterways 
Ireland and Coillte.

My Department works closely with these organisations and delivers a number of funding 
initiatives in its own right that support the development of rural recreational infrastructure in 
Ireland.

For example, the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme provides funding for the devel-
opment, maintenance, enhancement and promotion of outdoor recreational infrastructure.  

Since I introduced the scheme in 2016, I have approved almost 600 projects for funding of 
over €41 million. This investment has funded walkways, blueways, trails and other outdoor 
infrastructural projects around the country.

My Department also administers the Walks Scheme, which currently covers 39 trails, with 
payments made to approximately 1,900 private land-holders to maintain those trails.

The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to increase the num-
ber of walks covered by the scheme.  In line with this commitment, funding for the scheme was 
doubled in Budget 2019 - from €2 million to 4 million - to allow this expansion to proceed this 
year. 

My Department has also been working with the State Claims Agency in relation to the 
development of a National Indemnity Scheme to strengthen the protection for landowners in 
respect of recreational users on private lands. This is a priority for my Department in 2019 and 
it is my objective that a scheme will be agreed as early as possible this year.

There has been significant growth in the number of people engaging in outdoor pursuits in 
recent years, and I want to ensure that the countryside recreation sector can grow in a sustain-
able way into the future to protect the environment and support rural economies.  This will 
require the input of all stakeholders.

I believe that Comhairle na Tuaite has a role to play in this regard.  I have been reviewing 
the functions of Comhairle and I will shortly be issuing a new mandate to the group which will 
include a focus on sustainable use of the countryside.

23/01/2019WRA02500Departmental Funding

23/01/2019WRA0260020. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if the 
funding provided to an organisation (details supplied) under the scheme for supporting national 
organisations will be renewed in 2019. [3000/19]

23/01/2019WRA02700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Scheme to Support National Organisations in the Community and Volun-
tary Sector (SSNO) is a key element of my Department’s support for the role of the sector in 
contributing to the development of strong and vibrant civil society and in improving outcomes 
for those most disadvantaged.

The scheme provides multi-annual funding towards core costs of national organisations in 
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the sector, with a focus on organisations that provide supports to those who are disadvantaged.  
The current three-year scheme concludes on 30 June 2019 and the next iteration of the scheme 
will commence on 1 July 2019.  A total of €16.7m has been allocated under the current scheme 
to 71 different organisations.

As with the current scheme, national organisations such as the one in question can apply to 
be considered for funding, which will be allocated through a competitive process.  This compe-
tition was advertised on 12 December 2018 and the closing date for receipt of applications is 31 
January. An appraisal of the applications will be conducted by Pobal on behalf of my Depart-
ment and final recommendations will be sent to my Department for approval.  Applicants will 
be informed in due course of their success or otherwise in qualifying for funding.        

The organisation in question was allocated €269,700 over the 36 month period of the current 
SSNO scheme.  

23/01/2019WRA02800Local Improvement Scheme Data

23/01/2019WRA0290021. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of rural roads that have received funding under the LIS in each of the years 2016 to 
2018, by local authority in tabular form; and the projected number of road projects to be com-
pleted in 2019. [3028/19]

23/01/2019WRA03000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or 
non-public roads in rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and is administered 
through the Local Authorities. 

As the Deputy may be aware, there was no dedicated funding for this scheme for a number 
of years due to constraints on public expenditure.  However, I was very conscious of the under-
lying demand for the scheme in rural areas throughout the country. 

I reintroduced the LIS in September 2017 and allocated a total of €17.4 million to Local 
Authorities for LIS roads in 2017.  In 2018, I allocated almost €20 million for LIS roads in two 
phases.

The table which accompanies my reply outlines the number of LIS roads projects completed 
in 2017 and those completed under the first round of funding in 2018 to date, broken down by 
Local Authority.  Final figures in respect of 2018 will not be available until all final returns have 
been submitted to my Department by the Local Authorities.    

A sum of €10 million has been allocated for the LIS in my Department’s 2019 Estimate, 
and I intend to announce details of the scheme in the coming weeks.  The number and location 
of roads to benefit from improvement works in 2019 will be a matter for the relevant Local 
Authority.  However, based on previous figures, I would anticipate that the level of funding 
available would fund the completion of a further 300 to 400 LIS road projects.

County   2017 Number of LIS Roads 
Completed   

   2018 Number of LIS 
Roads Completed  

Carlow 20 14
Cavan 10 6
Cork 21 42
Clare 28 13
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County   2017 Number of LIS Roads 
Completed   

   2018 Number of LIS 
Roads Completed  

Donegal 164 56
Galway 57 30
Kerry 41 36
Kilkenny 16 8
Kildare 0 8
Leitrim 18 12
Laois 21 10
Limerick 18 10
Longford 18 13
Louth 8 6
Mayo 89 77
Meath 22 8
Monaghan 21 13
Offaly 20 13
Roscommon 41 40
Sligo 16 10
Tipperary 9 24
Waterford 17 12
Westmeath 23 9
Wexford 18 14
Wicklow 7 6
Total 723 490

23/01/2019WRA03100Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation

23/01/2019WRA0320022. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
progress to date on transport initiatives and proposals under the action plan for rural develop-
ment; and the input has he has had with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in this 
regard in relation to road projects and maintenance works to be carried out. [3027/19]

23/01/2019WRA03300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the provision of transport services is the responsibility of the Minister of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport.

There are several actions in the Action Plan for Rural Development in relation to transport 
services that are delivered by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and agencies un-
der that Department’s remit. These actions include progressing major roads projects, reviewing 
public transport policy, improving access to rural transport links and examining the scope for 
increased investment in regional roads.

Progress Reports on the implementation of measures contained in the Action Plan are pub-
lished twice a year on my Department’s website. The most recent, Third Progress Report, which 
was published in November 2018, outlines the progress on all actions due for delivery in the 
first half of 2018, or which are being implemented on an ongoing basis over the course of the 
three year Action Plan. It would be a matter for the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
to provide the Deputy with more recent updates on the status of specific actions relating to the 
transport. 
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My own Department provides funding to Local Authorities for the Local Improvement 
Scheme to carry out works on private or non-public roads in predominantly rural areas. Over 
1,200 roads have benefitted from investment by my Department of over €35 million under the 
Local Improvement Scheme since 2017.

The LIS was previously funded by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, but due 
to constraints on the public finances, no specific funding was ring-fenced for the scheme for a 
number years prior to my Department re-launching it in 2017.  There is, therefore, a huge built-
up demand for the scheme in rural areas.  

In this context, I wrote to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport in February 2018 
enquiring if his Department could provide match funding for the LIS to help meet the demand.  
However, the Minister’s 2018 budget had already been allocated with a focus on funding for 
regional and local roads under the charge of the Local Authorities.  

I was later in a position to re-allocate savings from elsewhere in my Department’s Vote to 
the LIS in the second half of 2018 and will continue to fund the scheme in 2019 through my 
Department’s Vote.

23/01/2019WRA03400Departmental Expenditure

23/01/2019WRA0350023. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development the expenditure outturn in 2018 under all budget headings for which he is respon-
sible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2926/19]

23/01/2019WRA03600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment had a current expenditure allocation of €144.02 million in 2018. The provisional current 
expenditure outturn is €142.36 million. 

The capital allocation for my Department in 2018 was €95.21 million, which includes a 
capital carryover of €7.7 million from 2017. The provisional outturn for capital expenditure 
stands at €95.12 million. 

Therefore, in total, €237.48 million was spent in 2018 from an available allocation of 
€239.23 million. This represents virtually a full spend, with the small saving resulting mainly 
from savings in the administration costs of my Department.   

This expenditure and investment in rural and community development programmes is de-
livering real benefits on the ground. Initiatives such as town and village renewal, LEADER, 
SICAP and CSP are all supporting the economic and social development of people and com-
munities right across the country, and will continue to do so in 2019.  

I have set out in the table the provisional outturn by programme in respect of Departmental 
expenditure in 2018. A provisional appropriation account will be submitted to the Comptroller 
and Auditor General by the 31st   March 2018.  The final audited account will then be published 
in September 2019.

2018 - RURAL & 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
(GROSS €000) 
PROVISIONAL 

Current Allocation Current Outturn Capital Allocation Capital Outturn

144,024 142,357 95,208 95,115
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2018 - RURAL & 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
(GROSS €000) 
PROVISIONAL 

Current Allocation Current Outturn Capital Allocation Capital Outturn

A - RURAL   DE-
VELOPMENT & 
REGIONAL AF-
FAIRS

15,229 13,860 85,855 73,761

A.1 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION - PAY

4,644 4,208  -  - 

A.2 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION - NON 
PAY

1,748 716 166 151

A.3 - DORMANT   
ACCOUNT MEA-
SURES

2,320 2,320 2,006 2,000

A.4 - WESTERN   
DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION

1,516 1,442  -  - 

A.5 -   NATIONAL 
RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT 
SCHEMES

3,600 3,506 18,083 16,921

A.6 - LEADER   - 
RURAL ECONO-
MY SUB PRO-
GRAMME

 -  - 40,000 24,587

A.7 - TIDY   
TOWNS COMPE-
TITION

1 1  -  - 

A.8 - TOWN   
AND VILLAGE 
REGENERATION

 -  - 15,000 12,754

A.9 - RURAL   
BROADBAND, 
REGIONAL ECO-
NOMIC DEVEL-
OPMENT

1,400 1,667 600 948

A.10 - LOCAL   
IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEMES

 -  - 10,000 16,401

B - COMMUNITY   
DEVELOPMENT

124,243 124,403 9,353 21,354

B.1 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION - PAY

3,618 3,231  -  - 

B.2 -   ADMINIS-
TRATION - NON 
PAY

1,351 550 136 107

B.3 -   SUPPORTS 
FOR COMMUNI-
TY AND VOLUN-
TARY SECTOR 

12,687 14,974  -  - 

B.4 - SICAP,   LO-
CAL/REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
SUPPORTS 

43,230 43,185  -  - 
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2018 - RURAL & 
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
(GROSS €000) 
PROVISIONAL 

Current Allocation Current Outturn Capital Allocation Capital Outturn

B.5 - LOCAL   
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEES

1,905 2,123  -  - 

B.6 - RAPID 2,233 1,911 3,767 3,767
B.7 - DORMANT   
ACCOUNTS 
MEASURES

5,750 5,750  -  - 

B.8 -   PRO-
GRAMME FOR 
PEACE AND REC-
ONCILIATION

3,028 3,986 700  -

B.9 - IRISH   WA-
TER SAFETY

1,014 1,254  -  - 

B.10 -   LIBRARY 
DEVELOPMENT 
AND ARCHIVE 
SERVICE

1,102 1,097 2,750 6,965

B.11 -   COMMU-
NITY FACILITIES 
FUND

 -  - 2,000 10,515

B.12 -   COMMU-
NITY SERVICES 
PROGRAMME

46,190 43,525  -  - 

B.13 - SOCIAL   
INCLUSION 
UNITS

550 531  -  - 

B.14 PUBLIC   
PARTICIPATION 
NETWORKS

1,550 2,206  -  - 

B.15 - OTHER   
SERVICES

35 79  -  - 

C - CHARITIES   
REGULATORY 
AUTHORITY

4,552 4,094 0 0

23/01/2019WRA03700Departmental Funding

23/01/2019WRA0380024. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if he is satisfied that allocated funding is having the desired effect in County Cork; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3004/19]

23/01/2019WRA03900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring):  My Depart-
ment delivers funding and a broad range of supports to Cork City and County which promote 
rural and community development and support vibrant inclusive and sustainable communi-
ties.  The projects funded also provide for enhanced connectivity and improved amenities and 
promote tourism and job-creation initiatives. I am satisfied that the funding allocated by my 
Department is having a very positive impact in the communities concerned.  The Government’s 
commitment to supporting rural Ireland is underscored through Project Ireland 2040.  The new 
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) will provide an opportunity to deliver 
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more integrated and ambitious projects nationally and in County Cork 

Funding through the following schemes and programmes is being delivered in County Cork: 

- 2018 Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme €3.2m

- Volunteer Centres €123,800 funding for 2018& 2019

- Public Participation Networks (PPNs), two Public Participation Networks (PPNs) sup-
ported  in Cork City and County

- Seniors Alert Scheme, 10 new organisations were approved, 2,700 new participants were 
approved for the Scheme. 

- Community Enhancement Programme, €1.12m to Cork City and County under the Com-
munity Enhancement Programme supporting 161 community groups.

- Social Enterprise Measure – Dormant Accounts Fund, €152,766 funding allocated for 
2018 & 2019

- Digital Innovation Programme (DIP), €8,000 was allocated to Cork City Council to inves-
tigate the feasibility of a home swap initiative.

- Broadband Officer Funding (BBO), annual funding allocated to both Cork City Council 
& Cork County Council annually since 2016 to assist with the employment of a Broadband 
Officer.

- Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, allocation of over €2.1m for the conversion of 
a prominent heritage building in Kinsale, Co Cork into a local public library.

- LEADER, three Local Action Groups responsible for the delivery of the LEADER Pro-
gramme in County Cork with a combined allocation of almost €14 million.

- Community Policy, a contribution of €146,495 (Cork City €67,361 and Cork County 
€79,134) in 2018 to support the new Local Community Development Committee arrangements 
and the implementation of Local Economic and Community Plans in particular.  

- Community Services Programme (CSP), €2.6 million towards the cost of employing ap-
proximately 105 full-time equivalents and 17 manager positions in 29 community based organi-
sations and social enterprises based in County Cork.

- Libraries, in 2018 my Department provided funding of over €417,000 to libraries in Coun-
ty Cork. This funding included the purchase of ICT technology, digital services and facilities in 
public libraries and a contribution to the lease for the Douglas library building.

- CLÁR, in 2018 my Department allocated €1.2 to CLÁR projects in CLÁR areas in Co. 
Cork.

- The Local Improvement Scheme, or LIS, in 2018, my Department allocated €1.7m for 
such works in Co. Cork.

- New Outdoor Recreational Infrastructure, in 2018, my Department allocated almost 
€600,000 under the ORIS. 

- Walks Scheme, The scheme currently covers 5 trails in County Cork, with payments made 
to approximately 600 private land-holders to maintain those trails.
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- Town and Village Renewal Scheme, since 2016, a total of €53 million has been allocated 
to over 670 projects throughout Ireland, including Cork.  

 Further details can be found on my Department’s website. 

23/01/2019WRA04000Irish Language

23/01/2019WRA0410025. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if his Department has submitted a language scheme for approval to the Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht; when it is hoped to adopt a language scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2823/19]

23/01/2019WRA04200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Section 15 
of the Official Languages Act 2003 provides for the preparation by Public Bodies of a statutory 
scheme detailing the services they will provide through the medium of Irish.

I can confirm that my Department’s first Language Scheme which will be effective for the 
period of three years from 2019 to 2021, has recently been approved by my Department, and 
has been forwarded to my Colleague Seán Kyne, Minister of State at the Department of Cul-
ture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht with responsibility for Gaeilge, Gaeltacht and the Islands, for 
confirmation before being implemented by my Department.

23/01/2019WRA04300Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

23/01/2019WRA0440026. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of applications made under the rural regeneration and development fund to date per 
category; the number of applications granted funding per category; the funding approved for 
the scheme in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3030/19]

23/01/2019WRA0450030. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
projects approved to date in each county under the rural regeneration and development fund; 
when the next tranche of projects will be approved; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [2826/19]

23/01/2019WRA0460038. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the way in which the rural regeneration and development fund will be delivered in the 
north west area of County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3003/19]

23/01/2019WRA0470039. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the allocation made to date in respect of the rural regeneration and development fund; 
when he plans to make a decision on the remaining applications submitted; when he plans to 
invite applications for funding purposes in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[2987/19]

23/01/2019WRA04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 26, 30, 38 and 39 together.

The first call for applications for the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund closed at 
the end of September.  €1 billion is committed to the Fund over a 10 year period to support rural 
economic development and help build strong communities with €55 million allocated to the 
fund in Budget 2019.
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280 applications to the Fund were received by my Department, 126 Category 1 applications 
and 154 Category 2 applications.   In total, 66 applications were for projects located in County 
Cork, 17 in Category 1 and 49 in Category 2.  Applications for the Fund are currently being 
examined by the Project Advisory Board, made up of representatives from key Government 
Departments and external experts, which was established to oversee the assessment process.  
Category 1 “shovel ready” projects  were prioritised in the assessment process and Category 2 
projects - those which need development funding to become potential Category 1 applications 
in future calls for applications - are now also being considered.

I announced the first 18 successful Category 1 projects under the Fund on the 23rd Novem-
ber.  The projects will receive €24.4 million from the Fund while unlocking a further €11 mil-
lion in other funding, and all are ready to commence in 2019.  The details are set out in Table 1.

A further announcement detailing successful Category 1 and Category 2 projects will take 
place early in 2019, with a second call for the Fund taking place later in the year.

Table 1. Successful RRDF Applications by County 

County Number of Successful Ap-
plications

Total RRDF Funding

Carlow 1 €654,820
Cavan 1 €867,174
Clare 1 €1,023,300
Cork 1 €2,157,375
Donegal 2 €3,228,042
Galway 2 €2,276,887
Kerry 1 €1,270,000
Kilkenny 1 €561,750
Laois 1 €1,200,000
Limerick 3 €7,167,477
Mayo 2 €2,895,062
Sligo 2 €1,115,752
Total 18 €24,417,639

23/01/2019WRA04900Community Enhancement Programme Funding

23/01/2019WRA0500027. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
the allocation of €132,385 for County Longford and €136,571 for County Westmeath under the 
community enhancement fund is set to increase in 2019; the way in which the allocation to each 
county was spent in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2828/19]

23/01/2019WRA05100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I launched 
the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) in 2018.  The Programme provides grants to 
community groups to enhance facilities in order to address disadvantage as identified in each 
local authority’s Local Economic and Community Plan.   

Last year I allocated CEP funding to local authorities taking into account the level of dis-
advantage and population in each area with an initial provision of €132,385 to Longford and 
€136,571 to Westmeath.  Based on the overwhelmingly positive feedback from communities 
across the country, I subsequently allocated an additional €8 million to the Programme.  Long-
ford and Westmeath received additional funding bringing their total allocations to €226,909 
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and €148,104 respectively.  In addition, Longford and Westmeath received €7,246 and €18,841, 
respectively, under a ring-fenced Men’s Shed fund.

I am currently considering the approach for the 2019 Programme.

Detail on approved projects for 2018 in each county are available on my Department’s web-
site on the following two links:

https://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/CEP-Jan-2019-Project-approvals.pdf.

https://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Mens-Sheds-Funding-Jan-2019.pdf. 

Question No. 28 answered with Question No. 18.

23/01/2019WRA05300CLÁR Programme

23/01/2019WRA0540029. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the progress to date on the review of the CLÁR areas; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2988/19]

23/01/2019WRA05500231. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the progress to date in respect of the review of the CLÁR areas; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3387/19]

23/01/2019WRA05600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 29 and 231 together.

The CLÁR programme is an important part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural 
Development and provides funding for small infrastructural projects in rural areas which have 
suffered high levels of population decline.  

The programme was first launched in October 2001. The areas originally selected for inclu-
sion in the programme were those which suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 to 
1996.  The Cooley Peninsula was also included on the basis of the serious difficulties caused in 
that area by Foot and Mouth disease. The average population loss in the original CLÁR regions 
over the period 1926 to 1996 was 50%.

In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by the NIRSA Institute at May-
nooth University and the programme was extended to include areas with an average population 
loss of 35% between 1926 and 2002. 

The CLÁR programme was closed for new applications in 2010.  However, I re-launched 
the programme in the second half of 2016, using as a base-line the areas identified in the work 
carried out by NIRSA.  Over 1,200 projects have been approved for funding of €25 million 
under CLÁR since I re-launched the programme in 2016. 

I have initiated a review of the CLÁR programme which will examine CLÁR areas by refer-
ence to the 2016 Census of Population data.  It will also consider whether there are any other 
factors that should be taken into account in designating areas for eligibility under CLÁR in the 
future.  

The review process began in November last with a targeted consultation meeting with a 
number of experts who are recognised for their background in rural development issues.  A 
more detailed  focus group consultation will be held in the coming weeks which will help to 
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inform the next steps in the review process.

I envisage that a wider stakeholder consultation will also take place before the review is 
completed.  Once completed, the review will help to inform the design of future CLÁR pro-
grammes. 

Question No. 30 answered with Question No. 26.

23/01/2019WRB00200Charities Regulation

23/01/2019WRB0030031. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to bring forward legislation to reform the Charities Act 2009 which disallows political 
activity such as that seen in a centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2827/19]

23/01/2019WRB00400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Charities Regulatory Authority was established on 16 October, 2014 pur-
suant to the Charities Act 2009. The general function of the Regulator is to regulate charitable 
organisations operating in Ireland, in order to increase public trust and confidence in their man-
agement and administration. Under the 2009 Act, the Charities Regulator is fully independent 
in the performance of its statutory functions. 

Under the current Act, certain bodies are excluded from being registered Irish charities. The 
list of excluded bodies set out in section 2(1) of the Charities Act 2009, includes: a political 
party; a body that promotes a political party or candidate; and a body that promotes a political 
cause that does not relate directly to the advancement of the body’s charitable purpose.

A registered charity may engage in activities to promote a political cause provided that the 
promotion of this cause: 

- relates directly to the advancement of the charity’s charitable purpose;

- does not promote a political party or candidate;

- is not contrary to the charity’s governing document.

The Charities Regulator published a guidance document in February 2018 to assist charities 
in this regard. The document contains a number of illustrative examples to show how charities 
can promote political causes as part of their work to advance their charitable purpose.  It also 
provides examples of the kinds of situations in which charities could potentially find them-
selves in breach of their legal obligations by engaging in certain political activities. 

The ‘Guidance on Charities and the Promotion of Political Causes’ is available on the Chari-
ties Regulator website www.charitiesregulator.ie 

There is ongoing liaison between officials in my Department and the Charities Regulator 
to review the operation of the legislation to ensure that it is operating effectively.   While my 
Department is currently working with the Regulator on proposed amendments to the Act, there 
are no plans currently to amend the section concerned.  

23/01/2019WRB00500Community Development Projects

23/01/2019WRB0060032. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
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status of the projects funded by his Department to provide digital communication tools for 
members of the deaf community in rural areas. [2999/19]

23/01/2019WRB00700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): In 2018, my Department introduced a new Digital Innovation Programme to 
encourage Local Authorities to use digital technologies to address issues for the benefit of local 
communities.  A total of €700,000 was allocated to 21 projects arising from two calls for pro-
posals under the Digital Innovation Programme in the second half of 2018.

Under the Programme, €8,000 was awarded to Tipperary County Council for an innovative 
project, Sign of the Times. With this funding, Tipperary Town Gold Star Disability Awareness 
Project HSE, working in partnership with a number of specialist agencies in the community, 
including DeafHear.ie and Tipperary County Council, are designing an interactive learning tool 
to work with young people and members of the deaf community in Tipperary. 

This learning tool will be suitable for use with young people in secondary schools and any-
one who has an interest in learning to communicate through Irish Sign Language.  The project 
should be scalable by other Local Authorities in the future.  

This project is in the early stages of development,  but is expected to be in operation by the 
end of Quarter 2 this year.

Further details of this, and all of the other projects approved for funding under the Digital 
Innovation Programme, are available on my Department’s website at: https://drcd.gov.ie/about/
rural/rural-development/national-broadband-plan/digital-innovation-programme/.

23/01/2019WRB00800Dormant Accounts Fund

23/01/2019WRB0090033. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the success or otherwise of the operation of the dormant accounts funding programme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3005/19]

23/01/2019WRB01000Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Department of Rural and Community Development was established in July 
2017 and took over responsibility for the Dormant Account Fund at that time. 

The Comptroller and Auditor General examined the operation of the Fund as part of its 
2016 work programme and published its findings in September 2017. The findings focused in 
particular on the administration of the fund, the low level of disbursements from the fund and 
whether money in the fund could be better applied. 

Since then my Department has worked to ensure these issues are addressed and the money 
in the fund is put to good use. 

As recommended by the C&AG a review of the operation of the disbursement scheme was 
completed and published by my Department in July 2018. The review sets out 15 recommenda-
tions to improve the administration and operation of the Fund. An interdepartmental group has 
been established to assist in ensuring the recommendations are progressed. 

The 2018 Dormant Accounts Action Plan was also published in July 2018, and approved 
funding of up to €39.7 million for 45 different measures across ten different Government De-
partments. In line with the provisions of the Dormant Accounts Acts, the measures identified in 
the Action Plan target social, economic and educational disadvantage; and people with a dis-
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ability. The approved measures will support a wide range of projects and programmes relating 
to issues such as social inclusion, assisting migrants, support for carers, speech and language 
therapy, support for dementia sufferers and sports measures. The majority of measures will 
commence in 2019, subject to voted expenditure being available within each relevant Depart-
ment.  

Good progress is being made and spend from the fund across all Departments totalled €27.8 
million in 2018. This is an increase of 78% on the 2017 spend of €15.6 million. My own Depart-
ment fully utilised its allocation - with €10.1 million spent from the fund in 2018. 

23/01/2019WRB01100Local Improvement Scheme Funding

23/01/2019WRB0120034. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
additional funding will be allocated to local authorities for the local improvement scheme for 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3034/19]

23/01/2019WRB0130049. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when he plans to make an allocation for the local improvement scheme for 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2983/19]

23/01/2019WRB0140050. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development when he plans to make an allocation for the local improvement scheme for 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2925/19]

23/01/2019WRB01500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 34, 49 and 50 together.

The Local Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small 
private or non-public roads in rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and is ad-
ministered through the Local Authorities. 

As the Deputy may be aware, there was no dedicated funding for this scheme for a number 
of years due to constraints on public expenditure.  However, I was very conscious of the under-
lying demand for the scheme in rural areas throughout the country. 

I therefore reintroduced the LIS in September 2017 and allocated a total of €17.4 million to 
Local Authorities for LIS roads in 2017.

In 2018, I allocated almost €21 million to Local Authorities across the country under the 
scheme. 

It is clear that there is a continuing demand for LIS funding in rural communities across 
Ireland, and I have therefore secured a further allocation of €10 million for the scheme in the 
2019 Estimates process.  I anticipate that I will be in a position to announce details of the 2019 
scheme in the coming weeks.

23/01/2019WRB01600Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

23/01/2019WRB0170035. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the expenditure outturn for 2018 under the outdoor recreational infrastructure scheme; when he 
plans to invite proposals for the 2019 funding programme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [2985/19]
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23/01/2019WRB01800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Outdoor 
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (formerly known as the Rural Recreation Scheme) is part of 
the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development and provides funding for the develop-
ment of new outdoor recreational infrastructure or the necessary maintenance, enhancement or 
promotion of existing outdoor recreational infrastructure in Ireland.

Last May last, I launched the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme for 2018 under 
three separate measures, with funding of between €20,000 and €500,000 available for projects 
of different scale under the scheme. 

Arising from applications received for funding under the 2018 scheme, I approved over 230 
projects for funding of almost €21 million, including 78 projects for funding of €10.8 million 
on 8th January this year.

The expenditure outturn under the scheme for 2018 was €5,333,214, which includes pay-
ments in respect of approvals made in both 2017 and 2018. 

Since I introduced the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme in 2016, I have approved 
almost 600 projects for funding of over €41 million. This investment has funded walkways, 
blueways, trails and other outdoor infrastructural projects around the country.

I propose to launch the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme for 2019 during the first 
quarter of 2019, to continue investment in projects that will benefit visitors and locals alike in 
rural areas.

23/01/2019WRB01900Departmental Budgets

23/01/2019WRB0200036. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
final capital spend in 2018, including the capital carry over from 2017, by subhead; the provi-
sion under each subhead, including the capital carry over from 2017 provided for in the revised 
estimates volume for 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3031/19]

23/01/2019WRB02100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The total 
capital allocation for my Department in 2018 was €95.208 million, inclusive of €7.7 million 
capital carryover from 2017. The provisional capital outturn for 2018 is €95.115 million. There-
fore, there has been virtually a full spend on the capital programme, with 99.9% of the capital 
allocation utilised. This has ensured investment right across the policy areas of my Department, 
including additional investment in areas such as libraries development, the local improvement 
scheme and community facilities. 

The table below details the capital allocation and provisional outturn by programme in re-
spect of my Department for 2018; including the capital carryover of €7.7 million from 2017. 

These figures remain provisional, and a provisional appropriation account will be submitted 
to the Comptroller and Auditor General by the 31st March 2018. The final audited account will 
then be published in September 2019.

2018 - RURAL & COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT (GROSS €000)

Capital Allocation 95,208 Provisional Capital
Outturn 95,115

A - RURAL   DEVELOPMENT 
& REGIONAL AFFAIRS

85,855 73,761

A.2 - ADMINISTRATION - NON 
PAY

166 151
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2018 - RURAL & COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT (GROSS €000)

Capital Allocation 95,208 Provisional Capital
Outturn 95,115

A.3 - DORMANT   ACCOUNT 
MEASURES

2,006 2,000

A.5 - NATIONAL RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT SCHEMES

18,083 16,921

A.6 - LEADER   - RURAL 
ECONOMY SUB PROGRAMME

40,000 24,587

A.8 - TOWN   AND VILLAGE 
REGENERATION

15,000 12,754

A.9 - RURAL   BROADBAND, 
REGIONAL ECONOMIC DE-
VELOPMENT

600 948

A.10 - LOCAL   IMPROVE-
MENT SCHEMES

10,000 16,401

B - COMMUNITY   DEVELOP-
MENT

9,353 21,354

B.2 -  ADMINISTRATION - 
NON PAY

136 107

B.6 - RAPID 3,767 3,767
B.8 - PROGRAMME FOR 
PEACE AND RECONCILIA-
TION

700 -

B.10 - LIBRARY DEVELOP-
MENT AND ARCHIVE SER-
VICE

2,750 6,965

B.11 -  COMMUNITY FACILI-
TIES FUND

2,000 10,515

23/01/2019WRB02200Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

23/01/2019WRB0230037. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the independent review of the charitable status of Pobal will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2825/19]

23/01/2019WRB02400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Pobal is a 
not for profit company which was originally established by Government in 1992 as Area De-
velopment Management (ADM) Ltd.  Charitable status was granted to the company by the 
Revenue Commissioners on the 20th November 1996.  In 2005 ADM was re-named Pobal.  In 
accordance with Section 40 of the Charities Act, 2009, Pobal was entered onto the Register of 
Charitable Organisations on 16 October 2014.  

The basis for Pobal having charitable status is tied to the objects of the Company, which 
are specified in its Memorandum and Articles of Association.  I am satisfied that Pobal is fully 
compliant with the relevant legislative requirements including those of the Charities Act, 2009.  

Pobal has undertaken a review of its charitable status and in that regard sought independent 
legal advice on the matter.  The review has now concluded and a report was presented to the 
Board of Pobal at their meeting last Monday, 21st January.  

Once the Board has completed its consideration of the report, Pobal will  brief my officials 
in relation to any matters arising. 

Questions Nos. 38 and 39 answered with Question No. 26.
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23/01/2019WRB02600Public Participation Networks

23/01/2019WRB0270040. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding provided in 2018 to the public participation networks; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2804/19]

23/01/2019WRB0280045. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
funding provided in 2018 to the public participation networks; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [2994/19]

23/01/2019WRB02900Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 40 and 45 together.

Since 2015, funding of up to €50,000 per annum has been allocated by my Department in 
respect of each Public Participation Network (PPN), provided this was supplemented by a mini-
mum of €30,000 per annum from each local authority’s own resources. This funding is to be 
used for the cost of the employment of a Resource Worker, and ongoing operational costs such 
as office accommodation and training.

In addition to individually funding each PPN, my Department has provided indirect funding 
of up to €100,000 annually for the general support of the PPN process. This funding is used 
to support training for PPNs, CPD (Continuous Professional Development) events arranged 
specifically for Resource Workers, training of local authority staff dealing with PPNs, techni-
cal and on-going support for the PPN’s national database, production of an Annual Report, the 
costs associated with holding the Annual PPN Conference and other associated costs arising in 
association with the National PPN Advisory Group. 

One of the recommendations contained in the latest Annual Report and addressed at the 
2018 PPN Conference was the need for extra administrative resources to support the PPN de-
velopment role. Additional funding has been provided by my Department which will enable 
PPNs to employ a Support Worker in 2019 specifically to provide that extra administrative 
support.

Additional recommendations relating to promoting public awareness and understanding of 
the PPNs, to be developed through a Communications Strategy along with a review of the PPN 
Guidelines, will also be supported by my Department in 2019.  

23/01/2019WRB03000Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme Expenditure

23/01/2019WRB0310041. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
expenditure outturn in 2018 under the social inclusion and community activation programme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2989/19]

23/01/2019WRB03200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): €37.8 mil-
lion was provided by my Department for the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Pro-
gramme (SICAP) in 2018.   The programme runs for five years from 2018 to 2022 with the key 
objective of assisting the most marginalised in our society. 

The programme is locally managed by Local Community Development Committees 
(LCDCs) and is delivered across 51 separate areas by Local Development Companies with 
expertise in providing social inclusion interventions. 

In 2018, SICAP’s targets required those companies to assist 1,954 community groups and 
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25,189 individuals.   The mid-year review of 2018 indicated that the companies were well on 
course to meet their targets.

23/01/2019WRB03300Local Improvement Scheme Administration

23/01/2019WRB0340042. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
status of the local improvement scheme to local authorities nationally; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3001/19]

23/01/2019WRB03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or 
non-public roads in rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and is administered 
through the Local Authorities. 

I reintroduced the LIS in September 2017, after several years when no funding was ring-
fenced for the scheme.  I allocated a total of €17.4 million to Local Authorities for LIS roads 
in 2017.

In February 2018, I allocated €10.8 million to Local Authorities across the country under the 
2018 LIS scheme.  Given the continuing level of demand for this funding in rural communities 
across Ireland, I also asked the Local Authorities to prepare  secondary lists of roads which they 
could complete if further funding became available for the scheme during the year. 

Following on from this, on 26th   October 2018, I was in a position to announce a further 
round of LIS funding of almost €10 million to the Local Authorities.  The allocations on a 
county-by-county basis for both of these rounds of funding are available on my Department’s 
website, www.drcd.gov.ie. 

It is clear that there remains a strong demand for LIS funding in rural communities across 
Ireland and I have secured a further allocation of €10 million for the scheme in my Depart-
ment’s 2019 Estimate.  I anticipate that details of the 2019 LIS programme will be announced 
in the coming weeks.

23/01/2019WRB03600CLÁR Programme

23/01/2019WRB0370043. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
criteria applicable for the award of funding pursuant to the CLÁR programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [2829/19]

23/01/2019WRB03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural ar-
eas that have experienced significant levels of depopulation. The aim of CLÁR is to support 
the sustainable development of designated CLÁR areas with the aim of encouraging people to 
continue to live and work in those areas. The funding provided under CLÁR works in conjunc-
tion with local funding and on the basis of locally identified priorities.

CLÁR was originally launched in October 2001 to provide for targeted investment in dis-
advantaged rural areas. The areas originally selected for inclusion in the programme were those 
which suffered the greatest population decline from 1926 to 1996.  The Cooley Peninsula was 
also included on the basis of the serious difficulties caused in that area by Foot and Mouth dis-
ease. The average population loss in the original CLÁR regions over the period 1926 to 1996 
was 50%.
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In 2006, an analysis of the 2002 Census data was carried out by the NIRSA Institute at May-
nooth University and the programme was extended to include areas with an average population 
loss of 35% between 1926 and 2002. 

The CLÁR programme was closed for new applications in 2010.  However, I re-launched 
the programme in the second half of 2016, using as a base-line the areas identified in the work 
carried out by NIRSA.  Over 1,200 projects have been approved for funding of €25 million 
under CLÁR since I re-launched the programme in 2016. 

I have recently initiated a review of the CLÁR programme which will examine CLÁR areas 
by reference to the 2016 Census of Population data.  It will also consider whether there are any 
other factors that should be taken into account in designating areas for eligibility under CLÁR.  
The review, once completed, will also help to inform future CLÁR programmes. 

Decisions regarding the specific measures to be supported under the  CLÁR programme this 
year will be made shortly and I anticipate that the 2019 CLÁR Programme will be opened for 
new applications in the first quarter of the year. 

23/01/2019WRB03900Departmental Agencies Funding

23/01/2019WRB0400044. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if he will report on the role of Pobal in the allocation of funding for his Department; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3006/19]

23/01/2019WRB04100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Pobal is an 
agency of my Department which works on behalf of Government to manage and implement a 
number of publicly-funded programmes designed to improve outcomes for local communities, 
particularly those encountering social and economic disadvantage.

Pobal operates on the basis of a framework agreement with my Department and programme-
specific service level agreements with individual divisions, with an agreed programme of work 
with each division for any work it is requested to undertake. Those programmes include the 
LEADER Programme; the Social Inclusion and the Community Activation Programme (SI-
CAP), the Scheme to Support National Organisations (SSNO), the Seniors Alert Scheme 
(SAS), the Community Services Programme (CSP). In addition, Pobal is responsible for the 
management and administration of the Social Enterprise Measure of the Dormant Accounts 
Fund (DAF) on behalf of the Department.        

Each programme that Pobal provides supports for differs, as does Pobal’s level and type of 
involvement in each.  Pobal’s role depends on the requirements of the division with responsi-
bility for the respective programme and does not involve the allocation of funding on behalf of 
my Department in all cases. For example, in some cases Pobal will work across the programme 
lifecycle as with SICAP. Pobal does not allocate SICAP funding which is done directly by the 
Department through the Local Authorities. 

Pobal supports to the LEADER 2014-2020 Programme are for ICT and Pobal also under-
take certain Article 48 checks under the programme. Pobal has no function in the allocation of 
funding to individual LEADER project promoters. The responsibility for allocating funding 
under the LEADER Programme rests with the relevant Local Action Groups.

As referenced above, Pobal manages the Community Services Programme on behalf of my 
Department. As part of this process, recommendations are made to the Department following 
evaluation of applications received on the allocation of funding.  The overall responsibility for 
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decision making under this, and all other programmes Pobal has a role in, rests with my Depart-
ment.  

Question No. 45 answered with Question No. 40.

23/01/2019WRB04300Departmental Funding

23/01/2019WRB0440046. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to allocate funding in 2019 to agricultural shows; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2996/19]

23/01/2019WRB04500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): In Decem-
ber 2017, I announced financial support of €812,000 for Agricultural Shows to be held during 
2018, to help alleviate financial difficulties suffered by a number of these shows in recent years, 
primarily due to adverse weather conditions.

This allocation was made in coordination with the Irish Shows Association (ISA) and re-
sulted in approximately 120 shows under the umbrella of the ISA in the Republic of Ireland 
receiving assistance of between €3,500 and €7,000, depending on the size of the show. 

On 7th   August 2018, I announced further financial support of €600,000 for agricultural 
shows.  This funding will be distributed, once again, through the ISA.  Under this allocation, 
approximately 120 shows will each receive up to €5,000 towards the running costs of shows 
being held in 2019. 

I had the opportunity to visit many agricultural shows throughout the country during 2018 
and I have seen first-hand the impact these shows make to the vibrancy of local communities.  I 
was therefore very pleased to be in a position to provide additional support for the 2019 shows 
as they are an integral part of rural communities’ calendars.

I will review the scope for further funding of the Agricultural Shows year-on-year, depend-
ing on overall funding priorities and budgetary availability.

23/01/2019WRB04600Community Development Projects Funding

23/01/2019WRB0470047. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development his 
plans to allocate funding in 2019 to organisations (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [2997/19]

23/01/2019WRB04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment provided a range of supports for Men’s Sheds in 2018, and many of these will continue to 
be available in 2019.

Last year I provided a special Men’s Shed Fund under the Community Enhancement Pro-
gramme.  This made €0.5 million of ring-fenced funding available to Men’s Sheds groups to 
carry out minor capital works or to purchase equipment.  

Men’s Sheds groups were also eligible to apply for funding under the main Community 
Enhancement Programme, under which €12.5 million of funding was available in 2018.  The 
issue of whether or otherwise I will be in a position to allocate funding to Men’s Sheds in 2019 
will be considered by me at a later date. In any event, they will continue to be eligible to apply 
under the main programme.
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My Department also has responsibility for the Social Inclusion and Community Activa-
tion Programme (SICAP) which provided 31 grants totaling €23,703 to Men’s Sheds groups 
in 2018.  This support will continue to be available throughout the current iteration of SICAP 
which runs until 2022.  

Additionally, in 2018, under the LEADER 2014-2020 Programme, 10 Men’s Shed projects 
were approved to the value of €670,685.  This funding stream will continue past 2019.  

23/01/2019WRB04900Voluntary Sector

23/01/2019WRB0500048. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
progress made in developing a national volunteering strategy; the consultative process in-
volved; the timeframe for developing such a strategy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [2896/19]

23/01/2019WRB05100Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): My Department is currently in the process of developing a national strategy on 
volunteering in consultation with all stakeholders.  

A Call for Input (CFI) paper was launched in December 2018, as a first step in the develop-
ment of this strategy.  The CFI has been circulated to a wide range of stakeholders and is also 
posted on my Department’s website www.drcd.gov.ie  . This paper is designed to inform stake-
holders about the proposed development of the strategy, to seek their views on what constitutes 
volunteering and what the strategy should contain.

Submissions on the matter are requested to be returned to my Department by 14 February 
2019, following which they will be collated and fully considered in order to inform the develop-
ment of the draft strategy. 

As part of the consultative process, it is also proposed to establish a National Advisory 
Group on Volunteering, representative of all stakeholders, to provide further input into the de-
velopment of the draft strategy. 

It is envisaged that the draft Strategy on Volunteering will be completed before the end of 
this year, following which there will be a further opportunity for the public to input on the mat-
ter before the strategy is presented to Government for approval. 

Questions Nos. 49 and 50 answered with Question No. 34.

23/01/2019WRC00200Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRC0030051. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the number of regular grade civil ser-
vants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; the number of specialist grade 
civil servants hired in advance of same; and the budget made available in advance of Brexit for 
hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU. [3328/19]

23/01/2019WRC00400The Taoiseach: My Department works closely with the Department of Foreign Affairs & 
Trade, which has overall responsibility for Brexit.  

Within my Department, staff across several divisions contribute to the work on Brexit.  The 
International, European Union and Northern Ireland Division covers work on all international, 
EU and British-Irish and Northern Ireland affairs within the Department, including Brexit mat-
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ters. 

The Economic Division advises me on economic policy aimed at supporting sustainable 
economic growth, with a particular focus on jobs and competitiveness including the possible 
economic impacts of Brexit.

To augment the ongoing work of my Department’s International, EU and Northern Ireland 
Division on Brexit, my Department established a small unit to assist with Brexit preparedness 
and contingency planning. The unit assists a Secretaries General Group, which oversees ongo-
ing work on national Brexit preparedness and contingency planning. The unit is also focusing 
on cross-Government co-ordination, planning and programme management.

23/01/2019WRC00500Defence Forces Recruitment

23/01/2019WRC0060052. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if funding will 
be provided for the recruitment of one additional full-time clinical psychologist for the Defence 
Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3116/19]

23/01/2019WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There are cur-
rently two full-time clinical psychologists employed by the Defence Forces. This number 
was increased following the review of mental health services for the Defence Forces in 2017, 
which recommended the appointment of a civilian psychologist in addition to the existing De-
fence Forces psychologist. There are no plans currently in place to recruit a third clinical psy-
chologist. 

23/01/2019WRC00800Defence Forces Equipment

23/01/2019WRC0090053. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if funding will 
be available in 2019 to purchase additional 4x4 armoured utility vehicles and additional ar-
moured logistic vehicles for the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3117/19]

23/01/2019WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My priority as 
Minister with Responsibility for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the 
Army, Air Corps and Naval Service  is  maintained to the greatest extent possible so as to en-
able the Defence Forces to carry out their roles as assigned by Government both at home and 
overseas.

The acquisition of new equipment for the Defence Forces remains a clear focus for me. 
Future equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are considered in the 
context of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and equipment pri-
orities planning process.  The principal aim over the period of the White Paper will be to replace 
and upgrade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide 
range of operational requirements, including response to security risks and other emergencies, 
both at home and overseas.

In accordance with the National Development Plan, the capital allocation for Defence has 
been increased to €106 million for 2019, an increase of €29 million. The National Development 
Plan provides for a total of €541 million for Defence over the period 2018-2022. This level of 
capital funding will allow the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sustained 
equipment replacement and infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval 
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Service as identified and prioritised in the Defence White Paper and builds on the significant 
investment programme over recent years.  

In relation to the Army, there is ongoing investment in force protection, transport, com-
munications and information technology, weapons and ammunition.  Twenty four (24) 4 x 4 
Armoured Utility Vehicles were acquired in late 2017 and in 2018 the Defence Forces took 
delivery of ten (10) new armoured logistic vehicles. A significant investment is being made 
in the Army’s fleet of MOWAG Armoured Personnel Carriers. A multi-year mid-life upgrade 
programme is underway at a cost of €55m plus VAT which will extend the utility of the fleet 
and provide greater levels of protection, mobility and firepower. The first twenty (20) upgraded 
vehicles were recently delivered. 

The Defence Forces fleet of armoured and non-armoured vehicles is subject to regular re-
view to ensure that it meets operational requirements both at home and overseas. In this regard 
a requirement for additional 4x4 armoured utility vehicles has been identified and subject to 
consideration of a business case and assessment of associated cost, funding will be made avail-
able. At this time there are no plans for the purchase of additional armoured logistic vehicles 
for the Defence Forces. 

I am satisfied that the Defence Forces have the necessary resources available to them, in-
cluding a modern and effective range of equipment which is line with best international stan-
dards in order to fulfil all roles assigned to them by Government. 

23/01/2019WRC01100Departmental Funding

23/01/2019WRC0120054. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
of annual funding provided to an organisation (details supplied); the reporting requirements in 
respect of this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3226/19]

23/01/2019WRC01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
made an annual grant payment of €900,000 to the organisation referred to in 2018.  This was 
an increase from €869,000 per year in the years from 2012 to 2017 and was agreed as part of 
a phased increase following receipt and examination of a detailed business case submitted by 
the organisation. The annual grant had been reduced from €951,000 to €869,000 in 2012 due to 
the prevailing difficult economic climate at that time. 

The conditions for the provision of an annual grant are set out in a Memorandum of Under-
standing between my Department and the organisation.  The annual grant is paid in quarterly in-
stalments and each year my Department receives a report from the organisation which sets out 
full details of how the previous year’s grant was utilised and details of how it is planned to be 
used in the current year. My officials also request and receive the annual consolidated financial 
statements of the organisation. The annual consolidated financial statements are published on 
the organisation’s website and are subject to audit by an independent external firm of auditors 
whose report is also published.  

In addition, the organisation is required to comply with the Department of Public Expendi-
ture Circular 13/2014: “Management of and Accountability for Grants from Exchequer Funds”.

23/01/2019WRC01400Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRC0150055. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number 
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of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; the 
number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made available 
in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3318/19]

23/01/2019WRC01600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As part of a 
whole of Government approach, my Department continues to engage in forward planning with 
the other Departments involved in addressing all issues relevant to the UK decision to exit from 
the European Union. 

I am satisfied that the necessary arrangements are in place in my Department to address the 
potential challenges arising from Brexit, with responsibility for Brexit-related matters being 
assigned at Assistant Secretary General level.  In this regard, I am also satisfied that the Depart-
ment currently has the appropriate staffing complement in terms of both numbers and expertise 
to deal with issues that may arise in the context of Brexit. In this context it has not proved neces-
sary to hire additional staff specifically to deal with Brexit at this point.

The staffing needs of my Department are kept under constant review in the context of the 
prudent management of its pay allocation. In this regard I can assure the Deputy that should 
a need be identified for additional staff in the context of Brexit, the necessary funding will be 
available. 

23/01/2019WRC01700Consular Services

23/01/2019WRC0180056. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to refurbish the embassy in Madrid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3119/19]

23/01/2019WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): There 
are no plans currently to refurbish the Embassy of Ireland to Spain in Madrid. 

As part of the duty of care to staff, their families and visitors the Department works to en-
sure that all security and health and safety standards, including universal access, are met for 
buildings at home and overseas. 

 

23/01/2019WRC02000Passport Applications

23/01/2019WRC0210057. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of a passport application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3195/19]

23/01/2019WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
passport applications are subject to the provisions of the Passports Act, 2008 as amended (“the 
Act”).  Before a passport can issue, the Passport Service must be satisfied as to the identity of 
the applicant and that he or she is an Irish citizen.

An application was received in respect of the person to whom you refer, on 8   August 2018.  
Following communication and further information from the applicant, the Passport Service is 
satisfied that the application is in compliance with the Act.  The application has been approved 
and a passport will issue shortly.
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23/01/2019WRC02300Irish Aid

23/01/2019WRC0240058. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade his views on the decision of an organisation (details supplied) to close its international 
department; the process for Irish Aid to work with the organisation in the future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3225/19]

23/01/2019WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): The decision of the organisation in question to close its international department is 
an internal matter for that organisation.  

Irish Aid works with a broad range of partners in order to deliver our policy goals.  Should 
the organisation in question revisit its decision regarding international activities, it would be 
open for that organisation, as with any other Irish NGO active in the area, to apply for Irish 
Aid funding.  Potential partners are assessed based on the degree to which their areas of focus 
and expertise align with Irish Aid’s stated goals, their demonstrated ability to deliver effective 
change, and their compliance with a range of criteria, including financial standards and organi-
sational procedures.   

 

23/01/2019WRC02600International Election Monitoring

23/01/2019WRC0270059. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if his 
attention has been drawn to public dissatisfaction with the recent election observation competi-
tion; and the reason the qualifications and experience of candidates were not awarded points in 
the competition. [3230/19]

23/01/2019WRC0280060. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
arrangements made for candidates with a disability in the recent election observation competi-
tion; and the arrangements made for them as part of the appeal process. [3231/19]

23/01/2019WRC0290061. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
arrangements in place to ensure that the election observation competition is independent; the 
way in which marks will be reviewed on appeal; and the independent chairpersons for the com-
petition. [3232/19]

23/01/2019WRC03000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): I propose to take Questions Nos. 59 to 61, inclusive, together.

International election observation missions play an important role in the promotion of de-
mocracy and human rights. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade aims to ensure that, 
when requested, Ireland is represented at an appropriate level on international election obser-
vation missions. Irish observers participate primarily in missions organised by the European 
Union or the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

A new roster of volunteer international election observers was put in place in January 2019. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade received 395 applications, allowing a roster of 
201 members to be mustered, similar to the number of volunteers mustered under the previous 
roster.  The level of interest meant that there was intense competition for the available places.  
To ensure a fair process, a booklet was made available detailing the elements which applicants 
were expected to demonstrate in completing their written applications.  Assessment at this stage 
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was subject to independent calibration and quality assurance from an external agency.  

Eight adjudication panels were established, chaired by retired officials of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, of Ambassadorial rank and who, during their career, had dem-
onstrated extensive experience of human rights, democratisation and the rule of law overseas. 

While I am confident that the high level of interest will help ensure the quality of Irish elec-
tion observers remains high, with nearly twice as many applicants as available places, regret-
tably not all of those willing to volunteer could be selected. 

In the interest of fairness, an appeal mechanism was available.  Less than one fifth of the 
unsuccessful candidates sought a formal review by way of appeal. On the basis of the grounds 
submitted by each candidate, about half of the review requests were accepted and referred to an 
Appeals Panel. That Appeals Panel has yet to finish its deliberations.  

As was made clear to all potential volunteers in the Volunteer Information Booklet which 
set out the requirements expected, all candidates were required to provide at least one relevant 
example under each of five competencies, as part of a competency based assessment.  Provided 
that a candidate with prior international election observation experience, or, indeed, any other 
relevant experience, demonstrated through the examples provided in their application form that 
they possessed the competencies under assessment, such experience was fully considered in the 
marking process. 

Although the Volunteer Information Booklet did not specify that particular qualifications 
were essential or desirable, a small proportion of marks were awarded for the specific skills and 
experiences which were listed as desirable in the Volunteer Information Booklet. 

In the event of any candidate requesting reasonable accommodation for a disability at the 
time of application, such a request would have been given full and thorough consideration. 
No candidate requested any particular arrangement at the time of applying, and no candidate 
contacted the Department at any stage of the process prior to the appeals stage to ask whether 
particular arrangements could be made. The Appeals Panel cannot consider new information 
which was not provided at the time of application, to do so would not be fair to all candidates 
in the process.

23/01/2019WRC03300Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRC0340062. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-
deal Brexit; the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget 
made available in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from 
the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3322/19]

23/01/2019WRC03500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Man-
aging the response to Brexit has impacted on the work of many units in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and its missions overseas and staffing levels have been augmented 
in response.

Global Ireland 2025 will support efforts to grow and diversify export markets, inward in-
vestment and tourism, as Brexit becomes a reality. It will ensure that Ireland is better positioned 
to build the alliances necessary to advance its interests and defend its positions in a post-Brexit 
EU, while also helping to secure our deep and positive relationship with the UK and its con-
stituent parts into the future.



Questions - Written Answers

30

In response my Department is in the process of significant expansion.

An additional €18 million has been allocated for Brexit-related expenditure in DFAT in 
2019 which will include significant investment in the Global Ireland initiative. The allocation 
will allow further expansion and deepening of our whole of Government Brexit preparedness 
planning. We will continue to strengthen our teams in EU member states, assigning additional 
personnel in key posts abroad. Funding has been earmarked for the Passport Service, and to 
support essential reconciliation work being carried out by civil society in Northern Ireland and 
across the island of Ireland, and North-South cooperation.

One area of my Department that has been particularly impacted by the prospect of Brexit is 
the Passport Service, which closely monitors the volume of applications on an ongoing basis to 
ensure that resources are available to meet the demand.

My Department has strengthened the capacity of the Passport Service by recruiting addi-
tional permanent staff over the past twelve months to respond to the general increase in passport 
applications.

The normal seasonal intake of Temporary Clerical Officers has already commenced, and 
in the coming months, it is hoped that over 150 Temporary Clerical Officers will be assigned 
to the processing of applications. A further key response by the Passport Service to the growth 
of applications is the establishment of a communications hub where fifty staff have already 
been allocated to ensure an effective service is delivered in response to increasing volumes of 
customer queries.

The Department will allocate additional staff resources as deemed necessary to further aug-
ment our Brexit-related capacity in Ireland and across the diplomatic mission network.

23/01/2019WRC03600Undocumented Irish in the USA

23/01/2019WRC0370063. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to pursue with members of the administration, Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America the need to progress immigration reform with particular refer-
ence to the difficulties facing the undocumented Irish; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3423/19]

23/01/2019WRC0380064. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
his plans to progress further the proposal for Irish persons to access the United States of Amer-
ica E-3 Visa Programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3424/19]

23/01/2019WRC03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 63 and 64 together.

I and my Government colleagues regret that it did not prove possible to secure passage of 
the Irish E3 Visa Bill in December, during the last term of the outgoing US Congress.

While this was disappointing news for all who care about the Ireland-US relationship, it is 
important to acknowledge the strong support received from many quarters on Ireland’s position 
on securing a legal pathway for Irish citizens wishing to live and work in the US, an issue of 
very real importance for the continued development of the Ireland-US relationship.  

I believe that the backing received from the US Administration; former Speaker Paul Ryan; 
the Congressional Friends of Ireland, and many others, Republican and Democrat, on this Bill, 
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is testament to the depth and strength of our transatlantic relationship. 

The Taoiseach and I have prioritised the immigration issue in the US since taking office. 
We will therefore continue our efforts in this regard until we secure progress – both in terms of 
future legal immigration opportunities for Irish citizens; and in securing a pathway for those 
Irish who are undocumented in order to regularise their status. 

Special Envoy to the US Congress on the Undocumented, John Deasy T.D., has worked 
closely on these issues with Ireland’s Ambassador to the US, Dan Mulhall, and his team at the 
Embassy in Washington DC.  I know that their commitment to, and engagement on, these issues 
will continue undiminished. 

I look forward to visiting the US in February, for a series of engagements with the US 
Administration and Congressional leaders on the full range of issues of mutual interest. I will 
raise immigration issues in these meetings, as I have done in all my interactions with the US 
Administration and US political leaders since taking office. 

Likewise, over the St Patrick’s Day period, the Taoiseach will have a range of engagements 
at the highest levels of the US Administration and Congress. He too will raise immigration is-
sues, building on the work of my Department and in particular the continued engagement on 
this matter from our Embassy in Washington, D.C., together with Special Envoy Deasy.

I would also note that our Embassy and the Consulates in America will continue to support 
the Irish Immigration Centres in their work. Each Centre receives significant Government fund-
ing through the Emigrant Support Programme each year for its work, including its support for 
vulnerable Irish and the undocumented. In 2018, over $3,700,000 was allocated to 76 organisa-
tions across the US, including many organisations that provide frontline welfare support and 
services to undocumented Irish.

23/01/2019WRC04100Tax Clearance Certificates

23/01/2019WRC0420065. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance if a tax clearance certificate will be 
issued to a person (details supplied). [3150/19]

23/01/2019WRC04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue a tax clear-
ance certificate has issued to the person concerned.

23/01/2019WRC04400Insurance Costs

23/01/2019WRC0450066. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the steps in the cost of insur-
ance working group report relevant to agricultural marts; the progress made to date in relation 
to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3161/19]

23/01/2019WRC04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions of 
insurance products.  Consequently, although I am aware of concerns in relation to the financial 
strain which the cost of insurance may place on the operation of agricultural marts, I am not in a 
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position to direct insurance companies as to the pricing level or terms or conditions they should 
apply to a particular sector. 

Nevertheless, it is possible for the State to play a role in helping to stabilise the market and 
deal with factors contributing to the availability and cost of insurance.  What was recognised 
with the establishment of the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG) was that the environ-
ment within which insurers conduct their business can be better shaped, in order to make the 
Irish insurance market a more competitive one and also make it more attractive for new en-
trants.  Building upon the work undertaken in the completion of the Report on the Cost of Mo-
tor Insurance, the second phase of the CIWG, as you are aware, culminated in the publication 
of the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance in January 2018.

This report makes 15 recommendations with 29 associated actions to be carried out, set out 
in an Action Plan with agreed timelines for implementation.  The three main themes in these 
recommendations are increasing transparency, reviewing the level of damages in personal in-
jury cases and improving the personal injuries litigation framework.  

Although the agricultural mart sector did not form part of the formal consultation process 
for the report, previous relevant representations from yourself and the chairperson of a marts 
association were taken into consideration by the CIWG.  In addition other relevant stakeholders 
consulted with by, or providing submissions to, the CIWG, were representatives from the Irish 
Farmers’ Association and Meat Industry Ireland, as well as the main provider of insurance for 
the mart sector in Ireland.  

Also, I am aware that my colleague, the Minister of State for Financial Services and Insur-
ance and Chair of the CIWG, Mr. Michael D’Arcy T.D., met with representatives from the 
Marts Committee of the Irish Co-operative Organisation Society (ICOS) in March 2018, subse-
quent to the Report’s release.  I understand that the ICOS agreed at this meeting that health and 
safety was one of the key considerations for insurers when assessing risk and that there was a 
level of responsibility by mart owners in this regard.  I have also been advised that mart owners 
generally have been reassessing practices on foot of previous experiences of claims submitted 
against marts and, accordingly, implementing relevant improvements in management practices 
and standards of facilities in order to seek to avoid such situations arising again.

Finally, the most recent quarterly update on implementation was published on 12 November 
2018 and shows that of the 19 actions from the Report on the Employer and Liability Insurance 
with deadlines up to and including Q3 2018, 18 have been completed.  I would like to assure the 
Deputy that the CIWG Group will continue to focus on implementing the recommendations of 
the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance in parallel with implement-
ing those from the Motor Report.  I am hopeful that the cumulative effects of the completion of 
the two Reports’ recommendations will include increased stability in the pricing of insurance 
for businesses and, of particular relevance to the mart sector, a broader and more competitive 
insurance market.

23/01/2019WRC04700Banking Sector

23/01/2019WRC0480067. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
made for a transfer of a banking business under section 33 of the Central Bank Act 197; the 
number of transfers carried out; if a list these transfers will be provided; the transfer applications 
rejected by him or the Central Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3163/19]

23/01/2019WRC04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There have been 49 transfers of bank-
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ing business carried out under section 33 of the Central Bank Act 1971 (as amended) since the 
legislation was introduced.  A list of the Statutory Instruments (S.I.s) giving Ministerial approv-
al for these transfers is detailed below.  In my time as Minister for Finance, I have received two 
requests seeking my approval to transfer a banking business. Both were made in the context of 
the Brexit preparations of the banks involved. Upon review of the proposals, and consultation 
with the Governor of the Central Bank on the relevant regulatory, supervisory and prudential 
considerations, I gave my approval to both bank transfers. 

A key consideration when reviewing proposals to transfer banking business is that in pro-
moting the industry it is important that there is fair entry to and exit from the financial services 
sector in Ireland, and the Government has no desire to cause undue difficulty to firms wishing 
to enter or withdraw from the market. Moreover, we recognise that mergers and acquisitions 
play an important role in the growth of firms, and transfers of banking business often take place 
in such a context. Also, as banks with a global footprint enter the Irish market using branch or 
subsidiary structures, when there is a restructuring at group level, it may be necessary for the 
bank to transfer its business internally from one part of the group to another. This is particularly 
the case in light of Brexit, where the Irish authorised bank may be a branch of the group’s UK 
bank and transfers its Irish business to become a branch of another European bank within the 
group structure. 

It is not in the spirit of the legislation to prohibit any transfer of banking business, unless 
there were serious concerns about the regulatory or prudential impact of a proposed transfer, 
or it would be likely to have a significant negative impact on the Irish economy or financial 
stability.   

Statutory Instruments made under Section 33 of the Central Bank Act 1971 (as amend-
ed)

1. Central Bank Act 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Transfer between HSBC Bank plc and 
HSBC France) Order 2018 [S.I. No. 508 of 2018]

2. Central Bank Act 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Transfer between J.P. Morgan Bank (Ire-
land) plc and J.P. Morgan Bank Luxembourg S.A., Dublin Branch) Order 2018 [S.I. No. 386 
of 2018]

3. Central Bank Act 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Transfer between LGT Bank (Ireland) 
Limited and LGT Bank Ltd.) Order 2016 [S.I. No. 465 of 2016]

4. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Transfer between ICS Building Society 
and The Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland) Order, 2014 [S.I. No. 257 of 2014]

5. Central Bank Act 1971 (Approval of Scheme of The Royal Bank of Scotland N.V. and 
The Royal Bank of Scotland plc) Order 2012 [S.I. No. 137 of 2012]

6. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Transfer between Northern Rock plc 
and Irish Life & Permanent plc (trading as permanent tsb)) Order, 2011 [S.I. No. 547 of 2011]

7. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of First Active plc and Ulster Bank Ireland 
Limited) Order, 2009 [S.I. No. 481 of 2009]

8. Central Bank Act 1971 (Approval of Scheme of KBC Mortgage Bank and KBC Bank 
Ireland plc) Order, 2009 [S.I. No. 125 of 2009]

9. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Hypo Public Finance Bank and DEPFA 
BANK plc) Order, 2008 [S.I. No. 8 of 2008]
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10. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of National Irish Bank Limited and Dan-
ske Bank A/S) Order, 2007 [S.I. No. 29 of 2007]

11. Central Bank Act 1971 (Approval of Scheme of AIB Finance Limited and Allied Irish 
Banks, p.l.c.) Order 2006 [S.I. No. 557 of 2006]

12. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of AIB Capital Markets p.l.c. and Allied 
Irish Banks, p.l.c.) Order, 2005 [S. I. No. 612 of 2005]

13. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Transfer between Barclays Bank plc 
and Barclays Bank Ireland plc) Order, 2005 [S.I. No. 227 of 2005]

14. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Transfer between Citibank Interna-
tional plc and Citibank Ireland Financial Services plc) Order, 2004 [S.I. No. 470 of 2004]

15. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of the Investment Bank of Ireland Limited 
and the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland) Order, 2004 [S.I. No. 38 of 2004]

16. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Rheinhyp Bank Europe Plc and Euro-
paische Hypothekenbank S.A.) (No. 2) Order, 2003 [S.I. No. 343 of 2003]

17. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of ABN AMRO Bank N.V. and Allied 
Irish Banks, p.l.c.) Order, 2003 [S.I. No. 64 of 2003]

18. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Depfa Bank-Europe Plc and Depfa 
Bank Plc) Order, 2002 [S.I. No. 470 of 2002]

19. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Bank of Scotland (Ireland) Limited and 
Icc Bank Plc) Order, 2002 [S.I. No. 27 of 2002]

20. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Icc Investment Bank Limited and Icc 
Bank Plc) Order, 2002 [S.I. No. 26 of 2002]

21. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Ulster Bank Limited and Ulster Bank 
Markets Limited) Order, 2001 [S.I. No. 365 of 2001]

22. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Transfer between Citibank, N.A. and 
Citibank International PLC, Ireland Branch) Order, 2001 [S.I. No. 325 of 2001]

23. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Lombard & Ulster Banking Limited 
and Ulster Bank Markets Limited) Order, 2001 [S.I. No. 187 of 2001]

24. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Ansbacher Bankers Limited and Anglo 
Irish Bank Corporation public limited company) Order, 2000 [S.I. No. 298 of 2000]

25. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Bank of Ireland Finance Limited and 
The Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland) Order, 2000 [S.I. No. 204 of 2000]

26. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Anglo Irish Corporate Bank Limited 
and Anglo Irish Bank Corporation plc) Order, 2000 [S.I. No. 53 of 2000]

27. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of EUROHYPO European Mortgage 
Bank plc and Europäische Hypothekenbank S.A.) Order, 2000 [S.I. No. 52 of 2000]

28. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of GE Capital Woodchester Bank Limited 
and Investec Bank (UK) Limited) Order, 2000 [S.I. No. 28 of 2000]
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29. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Hypo-Bank Ireland and Vereinsbank 
Ireland) Order, 1998 [S.I. No. 361 of 1998]

30. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Irish Bank of Commerce Limited and 
Anglo Irish Bank Corporation Public Limited Company) Order, 1997 [S.I. No. 282 of 1997]

31. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of National Irish Investment Bank Lim-
ited and National Irish Vank Limited) Order, 1996 [S.I. No. 320 of 1996]

23. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of the Bank of Nova Scotia and Scotia-
bank (Ireland) Limited) Order, 1996 [S.I. No. 258 of 1996]

33. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Westdeutsche Landesbank (Ireland) 
Limited and Westdeutsche Landesbank (Ireland) p.l.c.) Order, 1996 [S.I. No. 119 of 1996]

34. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Irish Business Bank, The Dublin Branch 
of Tsb Bank Plc, and Anglo Irish Bank Corporation Plc) Order, 1995 [S.I. No. 121 of 1995]

35. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Hill Samuel Bank Limited and TSB 
Bank plc) Order, 1994 [S.I. No. 263 of 1994]

36. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of ABN AMRO Bank (Ireland) Limited 
and ABN AMRO Bank N.V.) Order, 1993 [S.I. No. 185 of 1993]

37. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Woodchester Credit Lyonnais Bank 
Limited and Woodchester Investment Bank Limited) Order, 1992 [S.I. No. 383 of 1992]

38. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Woodchester Credit Lyonnais Bank 
Limited and Woodchester First Southern Bank Limited) Order, 1992 [S.I. No. 303 of 1992]

39. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Woodchester Credit Lyonnaise Bank 
Limited and First Southern Bank Limited) Order, 1992 [S.I. No. 302 of 1992]

40. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Hill Samuel Bank (Ireland) Limited 
and Hill Samuel Bank Limited) Order, 1992 [S.I. No. 242 of 1992]

41. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of Banque Nationale de Paris (Ireland) 
Limited and Banque Nationale de Paris S.A.) Order, 1992 [S.I. No. 241 of 1992]

42. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of National Irish Investment Bank Lim-
ited and National Irish Bank Limited), Order, 1992 [S.I. No. 210 of 1992]

43. Central Bank Act, 1971 (Approval of Scheme of ABN AMRO Bank (Ireland) Limited 
and ABN AMRO Bank N.V.) Order, 1991 [S.I. No. 283 of 1991]

44. Central Bank Act (Approval of Scheme of Lombard & Ulster Banking (I) Limited and 
Lombard & Ulster Banking Ireland Limited) Order, 1972 [S.I. No. 25 of 1972]

45. Central Bank Act, (Approval of Scheme of the Royal Bank of Ireland Limited and Allied 
Irish Banks Limited) Order, 1972 [S.I. No. 24 of 1972]

46. Central Bank Act, (Approval of Scheme of Provincial Bank of Ireland Limited and Al-
lied Irish Banks Limited) Order, 1972 [S.I. No. 23 of 1972]

47. Central Bank Act, (Approval of Scheme of the Munster and Leinster Bank Limited and 
Allied Irish Banks Limited) Order, 1972 [S.I. No. 22 of 1972]
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48. Central Bank Act (Approval of Scheme of The Hibernian Bank Limited and The Gover-
nor and Company of the Bank of Ireland) Order, 1972 [S.I. No. 21 of 1972]

49. Central Bank Act, (Approval of Scheme of the National Bank of Ireland Limited and 
The Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland) Order, 1972 [S.I. No. 20 of 1972]

23/01/2019WRC05000IBRC Liquidation

23/01/2019WRC0510068. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the name of the creditors that 
received payments from the joint special liquidators of IBRC since the liquidation commenced 
on 7 February 2013; the amounts claimed by each creditor; the amounts paid to each creditor; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3233/19]

23/01/2019WRC0520069. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the name of the creditors that 
claimed payments from the joint special liquidators of IBRC since the liquidation commenced 
on 7 February 2013 and whose claims have been validated but not paid in full or not at all; the 
amounts outstanding in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3234/19]

23/01/2019WRC05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 68 
and 69 together.

I am advised by the Special Liquidators of IBRC that for reasons of commercial sensitivity 
and confidentiality, they do not believe it would be appropriate to provide the requested details 
regarding individual creditors and their claims on the liquidation of IBRC.

As at the end of December 2017 more than 2,400 claims had been adjudicated on with a 
remaining c.700 claims undergoing review. Pages 14 and 15 of the most recent progress update 
report (https://www.finance.gov.ie/updates/ibrc-progress-update-report-year-ended-31-decem-
ber-2017/) provides a detailed overview of the creditor adjudication process.

23/01/2019WRC05500IBRC Liquidation

23/01/2019WRC0560070. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the name of the professional 
service providers that received payments from the joint special liquidators of IBRC since the 
liquidation on 7 February 2013; the amounts paid in each case; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3235/19]

23/01/2019WRC0570071. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid to the joint 
special liquidators of IBRC since the liquidation commenced on 7 February 2013 in respect of 
fees, party costs and the details of credit notes or deductions provided by joint special liquida-
tors and third party service providers in respect of their fees; the breakdown and basis for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3236/19]

23/01/2019WRC0580073. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance if he has written or commu-
nicated to the joint special liquidators of IBRC since the liquidation commenced on 7 February 
2013 in relation to their costs in the liquidation which are estimated to exceed €300 million; if 
copies of such letters and communications will be provided; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3238/19]

23/01/2019WRC05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 70, 
71 and 73 together.
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The most recent IBRC special liquidation progress update report was published in May 
2018 (https://www.finance.gov.ie/updates/ibrc-progress-update-report-year-ended-31-decem-
ber-2017/) and provides a detailed overview of the fees and all other third party costs associated 
with the liquidation of IBRC for the period from the date of the liquidation to 31st December 
2017.

For the 59 months since the start of the liquidation in February 2013 to 31st December 
2017, professional and legal fees for the special liquidation totaled €239m (net of €8m rebate 
negotiated by the Department of Finance). The Joint Special Liquidators have indicated their 
expectation that the liquidation of IBRC should be substantially completed by the end of 2022 
at a total estimated liquidation cost of between €291m-€306m, however it is important to note 
that this is subject to change depending on future events which are outside the control of the 
Joint Special Liquidators. 

The net fees earned by the KPMG special liquidation team were €144.9m (net of a €5m 
rebate). The scope of work undertaken by the Special Liquidators is outlined in detail in each 
of the five progress update reports, all of which are available on the Department of Finance 
website. Details of payments made to other significant legal and professional advisors during 
this period are also set out in that report. 

Excluding the cost of regulatory and compliance activity, the overall KPMG liquidation fees 
have reduced significantly in recent years. It is not my Department’s practice to pass out records 
of the type requested in response to a Parliamentary Question.

Page 44 of the most recent progress update report details the fees paid to legal advisors and 
other professional advisors for the period from the date of the liquidation to 31st December 
2017. 

Page 42 of the most recent progress update report details the cost management undertaken 
by the Special Liquidators. These are the various steps taken by the Special Liquidators when 
hiring legal and third party advisors/contractors to ensure costs are managed efficiently and 
minimized while ensuring the orderly wind up of IBRC.

I am advised that a further progress update report is due to be published by the Special Liq-
uidators in H1 2019 which will provide a further update on fees and costs for the period to 31st 
December 2018. 

It is not my Department’s practice to publish documentation of the type requested in re-
sponse to a Parliamentary Question.

23/01/2019WRD00300IBRC Liquidation

23/01/2019WRD0040072. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the date of meetings held by 
him or his officials with the joint special liquidators of IBRC since the liquidation commenced 
on 7 February 2013 in relation to the costs incurred by the joint special liquidators in the liq-
uidation; if the minutes of those meetings will be provided; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3237/19]

23/01/2019WRD00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following the liquidation of IBRC in 
February 2013 Department of Finance officials formally met with the Special Liquidators on a 
very frequent basis; however, given the progress being made on the liquidation, the frequency 
of these formal meetings has reduced as is to be expected. 
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A breakdown by year of the formal update meetings that have taken place between my De-
partment and the Special Liquidators of IBRC is below: 

 Year  Formal Update Meetings  Gross value of loans out-
standing at Y/E

 2013  36  €21.7bn
 2014  18  €5.15bn
 2015  8  €3.6bn
 2016  8  €3.6bn
 2017  4  €3.5bn
 2018  4  €3.4bn
Total  78  
At these formal meetings the Special Liquidators update officials on the progress of the 

liquidation and bring to their attention any issues which they feel my Department should be 
made aware of during these meetings. Should my officials have any queries in relation to the 
professional fees associated with the liquidation or other costs incurred then this matter would 
be raised during these update meetings. Minutes of meetings with the Special Liquidators are 
not published as they are commercially sensitive due to the ongoing nature of the liquidation.

Officials also meet and speak regularly with the Special Liquidators outside of a formal 
meeting setting as specific matters arise. Such interactions are frequent and can range from a 
daily to a weekly basis.  

The Special Liquidators publish an annual progress update report on the liquidation of IBRC 
which is publicly available and this report also has a section on fees and costs of the liquidation 
and also outlines the various cost management activities undertaken by the Special Liquidators 
and the nature of the on-going interaction with the Department in this regard. In addition, my 
officials receive a quarterly report from the Special Liquidators which gives an update on the 
liquidation of IBRC.  This report outlines the progress being made by the Special Liquidators 
on the various work streams which are on-going.  The report also provides a fee update for the 
period for which the report relates to.  Department of Finance officials review these reports 
once received and revert to the Special Liquidators should they have any queries on any aspect 
of the report. 

Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 70.

23/01/2019WRD00700VAT Rate Application

23/01/2019WRD0080074. Deputy Pat Deering asked the Minister for Finance the financial and health advice 
received from the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Health, respectively, in rela-
tion to the proposed introduction of 23% VAT rate on health food supplements, for example, 
folic acid recommended to pregnant women and persons with anaemia that need iron supple-
ments (details supplied); if this is implemented, if certain supplements will be exempt; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3242/19]

23/01/2019WRD00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The standard rate of VAT applies to 
food supplements. However, a Revenue Commissioners concession allowed the zero rate to 
be applied to certain types of vitamins, minerals and fish oils.  Revenue has since decided to 
remove this concession with effect from 1 March 2019 so that all food supplements will be 
charged at the standard VAT rate.  
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The operation of the concession became extremely problematic as a result of efforts by cer-
tain businesses in the industry to extend the concession beyond the scope permitted. Consistent 
challenges to Revenue guidance and decisions on the VAT rating of products gave rise to seri-
ous concerns about compliance within the industry and unfair competition between compliant 
and non-compliant businesses.

However, independent of Revenue’s decisions on interpretation, I agreed during the recent 
Finance Bill to put in place a process that will conclude in the 2019 Tax Strategy Group Paper 
to examine some of the policy choices around the VAT treatment of food supplements.

It should be noted, however, that human oral medicines, including certain folic acid and 
other vitamin and mineral products, licenced by the Health Products Regulatory Association 
will continue to apply at the zero rate of VAT.  Infant foods will also continue to be zero rated.

23/01/2019WRD01000Credit Union Services

23/01/2019WRD0110075. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans to proceed with 
proposals to increase the interest rate limit for credit unions; when this change is likely to come 
into effect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3253/19]

23/01/2019WRD01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, Section 38 1(a) 
of the Credit Union Act 1997 prescribes that the interest on a Credit Union loan shall not at any 
time exceed 1% per month. This represents an APR of 12.68%. 

In a Credit Union Advisory Committee (CUAC) Policy Paper published in December 2017, 
the CUAC recommended that credit unions should be permitted to charge an interest rate on 
loans greater than the present ceiling of 1% per month and proposed that the cap be raised to 
2% per month. This change would provide credit unions with greater flexibility to risk price 
loan products and in so doing may create an opportunity for new product offerings. The CUAC 
came to this recommendation following a survey of the credit union sector with responses from 
117 credit unions.

The CUAC Implementation Group considered this recommendation and agreed in principle 
to recommend that the Minister raise the interest rate ceiling to 2% per month and for flexibility 
to be introduced to allow the interest rate to be amended in future by Statutory Instrument fol-
lowing consultation with the Central Bank and CUAC. 

Introducing this recommended change to the interest rate cap requires primary legislation to 
amend section 38 1(a) of the Credit Union Act 1997. I have therefore asked my officials to be-
gin preparations for this legislative change to the interest rate cap which will shortly be brought 
forward through the normal legislative process, subject to Cabinet approval. 

23/01/2019WRD01300Employment Investment Incentive Scheme Data

23/01/2019WRD0140076. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons work-
ing in the Revenue Commissioners on EIIS; the number that were working on same in 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3254/19]

23/01/2019WRD01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the deputy will be aware, Finance 
Act 2018 changed the way in which relief under the Employment Investment Incentive is 
claimed for share issues on or after 1 January 2019. 
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For share issues prior to  1 January 2019, companies had to receive Revenue certification 
for each share issue before the investors could claim relief.  Prior to issuing shares, companies 
could apply for “outline approval”.  Outline approval was Revenue expressing an opinion, 
based on the information provided, that a company was a qualifying company.

For share issues from 1 January 2019, the company must provide the investor with a “state-
ment of qualification” confirming that it meets the conditions applicable to the company.  The 
company may request Revenue’s opinion on whether or not it satisfies some of the more com-
plex conditions, specifically those that emanate from European State Aid law.  When an inves-
tor receives a “statement of qualification”, they must decide if they meet the conditions appli-
cable to qualify for the relief themselves.  

The scheme was redesigned to remove the administrative inefficiencies that were inbuilt, 
and ensure that compliant companies and investors could claim the relief on a more timely 
basis.

I am advised by Revenue that, in terms of whole-time equivalents, up to July 2018 there 
were 3.5 officers engaged in the EII processing unit.  From July 2018 until December 2018 
there were 7.5 officers, and from January 2019 there are 6.5 officers.

23/01/2019WRD01600Employment Investment Incentive Scheme

23/01/2019WRD0170077. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the potential penalties for a 
company and an investor if they incorrectly apply for EIIS following changes in Finance Act 
2018; if there is interest or penalties incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3255/19]

23/01/2019WRD01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 25 of Finance Act 2018 pro-
vides for a number of changes to the operation of the Employment Investment Incentive (“EII”) 
in  the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA) . 

One of the changes is putting the claims on a self-assessment basis, with the company 
responsible for judging whether or not it meets the company conditions, and the individual 
investors responsible for judging whether or not they meet the investor conditions. There are 
therefore two applicants under the newly designed scheme:

1. The company will give the investor a “statement of qualification”, attesting to the fact 
that the company meets the company conditions.  That statement is treated as a tax return filed 
with Revenue.  

2. Having received a “statement of qualification”, the investor then claims the relief from 
Revenue.

If that statement of qualification is incorrect, penalties can apply to it as they can apply to a 
tax return filed by the company.  If the investor makes an incorrect claim for relief, other than 
because they were given an incorrect statement of qualification, then penalties may arise.

Section 508U of the TCA (as amended by Finance Act 2018) provides that in circumstances 
whereby the investor could not have known that the company was not a qualifying company, 
the withdrawal of the relief will occur by the making of an assessment against the qualifying 
company. The liability will fall to the company not the investor.

Section 508V provides in circumstances whereby the investor could or would have known 
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that the company was not a qualifying company, the withdrawal of the relief will occur by the 
making of an assessment against the investor. The liability will fall to the investor.

Section 1077E sets out penalties for deliberately or carelessly making incorrect returns or 
failing to make returns.

- Section 1077E (2) provides that where a person deliberately makes an incorrect return, 
declaration, claim, statement or accounts to Revenue, that person will be liable to a penal-
ty.  The maximum penalty for tax defaults under this subsection is 100% of the tax underpaid.

- Section 1077E (5) provides that where a person carelessly, but not deliberately, delivers 
an incorrect return, makes an incorrect statement, claim or declaration or submits incorrect ac-
counts, that person will be liable to a penalty.  The maximum penalty for tax defaults under this 
subsection is 40% of the tax underpaid, or 20% of the tax underpaid if the underpayment is 15% 
or less of the person’s overall liability to tax for the period.  

In both cases the penalty shall be mitigated if the person who made the incorrect return, 
declaration, claim, statement or accounts co-operates with Revenue and/or makes a prompted 
or unprompted qualifying disclosure.

I am advised by Revenue that reviews of both the “statement of qualification” and the indi-
vidual’s claim for relief will be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Revenue 
Audit and other Compliance Interventions. This can be found on the revenue website:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/self-assessment-and-self-employment/code-of-practice-and-
compliance/index.aspx.

23/01/2019WRD01900Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

23/01/2019WRD0200078. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Finance if an application submitted un-
der the disabled drivers tax concession scheme by a person (details supplied) will be expedited. 
[3281/19]

23/01/2019WRD02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the is-
sue in this case has been resolved and the person’s application for tax relief under the Scheme 
for Persons with Disabilities has been approved.  The refund payment will issue to the person 
within the next five to seven working days. 

The delay in approving the person’s application occurred because the PPS number provided 
was no longer valid. However, Revenue immediately processed and approved the application 
once the person’s new PPS number was confirmed.  

23/01/2019WRD02200Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRD0230079. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of regular grade 
civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; the number of specialist 
grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made available in advance of Brexit 
for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3321/19]

23/01/2019WRD02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy that the As-
sistant Secretary who heads the EU and International Division of my Department is designated 
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as the lead official in the Department for Brexit matters.  A dedicated Brexit Unit within the EU 
and International Division was established in July 2016 to oversee and coordinate Brexit work 
across the entire Department and to act as a key liaison point, in particular with the Depart-
ments of the Taoiseach and of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  There are currently four staff in the 
dedicated unit which is led at Principal Officer level.  Also, an additional staff member has been 
assigned to the Permanent Representation to the EU in Brussels specifically to deal with Brexit. 

We have appointed lead Brexit coordinators at Principal Officer level across all divisions of 
the Department.   The challenges which we face as a result of Brexit are mainstreamed across 
all divisions of my Department and this is reflected in business planning. 

In July 2018, and again in September 2018, a number of decisions were made at Cabinet 
relating to Brexit preparedness and contingency planning, including the phased recruitment of 
staff, as required.

The Government has already sanctioned €4m for the commencement of a phased process 
for the recruitment of additional staff to carry out the greatly increased volumes of import con-
trols and export certification arising from Brexit. 

23/01/2019WRD02500Revenue Commissioners Staff

23/01/2019WRD0260080. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of extra Rev-
enue Commissioners staff and-or customs officials hired in the past two years to specifically 
deal with Brexit issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3338/19]

23/01/2019WRD02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that they have 
estimated that an additional 600 staff would be required as a result of Brexit. Such staff are to 
be deployed on a phased basis in the period up the end of December 2020. It is estimated that 
approximately half will be assigned to import/export trade facilitation activities; and half to the 
national divisions, engaged in trade facilitation, and customs control and oversight activities, at 
specific trader case level. 

Budget 2017 provided funding for 40 Revenue staff to prepare for Brexit; and by the end 
of last year, these new staff had completed their training and were deployed. A Government 
Decision of September 2018 approved the phased recruitment of additional staff. Internal; inter-
departmental; and open recruitment campaigns began. The Public Appointments Service ran an 
open recruitment campaign, for Customs Officers to work on a 24/7 basis, which attracted more 
than 3,000 applications. Interviews began in October 2018 and successful candidates proceed 
onto a five-week training programme. Revenue has appointed over 110 staff to Trade Facilita-
tion in the period September 2018 to 23 January 2019.

In preparation for a no-deal Brexit, I am advised by Revenue that they have accelerated and 
expanded their recruitment and training schedules to meet the end of March deadline and are on 
track to have over 400 additional staff in place by the end of March. The balancing complement 
of additional staff will be recruited by the end of 2019. 

23/01/2019WRD02800Brexit Issues

23/01/2019WRD0290081. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if lands 
proximate to Dublin Port and Rosslare Europort have been identified for purchase in the event 
of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3131/19]
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23/01/2019WRD0300083. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
timetable and schedule of works has been drawn up for Dublin Port, Rosslare Port and Dublin 
Airport that details when they expect works to be completed to prepare for Brexit, including in 
the event of a no-deal Brexit and a Brexit deal and a transition period until December 2020; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3261/19]

23/01/2019WRD03100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 81 and 83 together.

On the 19 December 2018 the Government published its Contingency Action Plan which 
gives an overview of the comprehensive, cross-Government preparations that are underway.  
Preparations will continue on the central case scenario, in which a Withdrawal Agreement is 
concluded between the EU and the UK.  Preparations have now been extended to include the 
scenario in which the UK leaves with no agreement.  This includes putting in place the infra-
structure required at ports and airports in both scenarios.

The Office of Public Works has been mandated to secure the property required at Dublin 
Port and Rosslare Europort and to undertake the necessary work to ensure that the additional 
infrastructure required as a consequence of the UK leaving the EU becomes operational in a 
timely manner.  This work is ongoing. 

The existing facilities in Dublin Airport are sufficient in the event of a no deal Brexit.  De-
tailed design is ongoing to provide an enhanced facility to be in place in a central case scenario.

23/01/2019WRD03200Public Sector Staff Retirements

23/01/2019WRD0330082. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if a public servant that has already availed of a one year extension of their service can avail of 
the new measures to extend their employment under the terms of the Public Service Superan-
nuation (Age of Retirement) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3152/19]

23/01/2019WRD03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply to PQ 1083/19 to Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin on the 15 January 2019.

Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 81.

23/01/2019WRD03600Public Expenditure Data

23/01/2019WRD0370084. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of projects that have undergone a cost benefit analysis per annum since 2011 by year 
and Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3285/19]

23/01/2019WRD03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Spending Code is the set of rules and procedures that apply to ensure that value for money 
standards are upheld across the Irish Public Service. The Public Spending Code encompasses 
guidance on a variety of issues related to the management of expenditure at each stage of the 
expenditure lifecycle. This includes central guidance on the application of appraisal and evalua-
tion methodologies including cost benefit analysis.  The Public Spending Code is supplemented 
in some instances by sectoral specific appraisal guidance. These are developed by the relevant 
Department and set out additional requirements and parameters specific to the sector, while 
remaining in the line with the Public Spending Code.



Questions - Written Answers

44

The Public Spending Code requires that Sponsoring Agencies, i.e. those that are responsible 
for delivering projects, prepare an economic appraisal such as a cost benefit analysis or a cost 
effectiveness analysis for current and/or capital expenditure projects or programmes which cost 
over €20 million before the relevant Sanctioning Authority, i.e. usually the body providing the 
funding, makes a decision on whether to approve the project. The Public Spending Code also 
requires that the economic appraisal is submitted to the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform for technical review. The purpose of the technical review is to support consistency in 
the application of the Public Spending Code guidance.

The Public Spending Code requirements do not prohibit Sponsoring Agencies from con-
ducting cost benefit analysis on projects costing less than €20 million. The Public Spending 
Code guidance stresses the need for proportionality in appraisal and for Sponsoring Agencies 
to choose the appraisal methodology that is most appropriate for assessing the value for money 
of a project or programme.

Responsibility for complying with the requirements of the Public Spending Code including 
on appraisal is a matter for each Sponsoring Agency and Sanctioning Authority.  The Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform does not see all cost benefit analyses conducted by 
each Sponsoring Agency and does not collect statistics on numbers of appraisals.  

The Project Ireland 2040 Capital Tracker will, going forward, capture information on proj-
ects at each stage of the project life cycle. The tracker is published at https://www.per.gov.ie/
en/national-development-plan-2018-2027/. This will provide additional information on the ap-
praisal of capital projects in the National Development Plan.

The newly established Investment Projects and Programmes Office (IPPO) in the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure & Reform will play an important role in strengthening the appraisal 
and evaluation of investment projects and programmes. A review of the Public Spending Code 
is underway. The IPPO is updating the capital appraisal guidelines in the Public Spending Code. 
As each element of that review is completed, it will be published. 

23/01/2019WRD03900Public Expenditure Data

23/01/2019WRD0400085. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
average length of time taken to process a cost benefit analysis by Department in 2017 and 2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3286/19]

23/01/2019WRD04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Spending Code is the set of rules and procedures that apply to ensure that value for money 
standards are upheld across the Irish Public Service. The Public Spending Code encompasses 
guidance on a variety of issues related to the management of expenditure at each stage of the 
expenditure lifecycle. This includes central guidance on the application of appraisal and evalua-
tion methodologies including cost benefit analysis.  The Public Spending Code is supplemented 
in some instances by sectoral specific appraisal guidance. These are developed by the relevant 
Department and set out additional requirements and parameters specific to the sector, while 
remaining in the line with the Public Spending Code.

The Public Spending Code requires that Sponsoring Agencies, i.e. those that are responsible 
for delivering projects, prepare an economic appraisal such as a cost benefit analysis or a cost 
effectiveness analysis for current and/or capital expenditure projects or programmes which cost 
over €20 million before the relevant Sanctioning Authority, i.e. usually the body providing the 
funding, makes a decision on whether to approve the project. The Public Spending Code also 
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requires that the economic appraisal is submitted to the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform for technical review. The purpose of the technical review is to support consistency in 
the application of the Public Spending Code guidance.

The Public Spending Code requirements do not prohibit Sponsoring Agencies from con-
ducting cost benefit analysis on projects costing less than €20 million. The Public Spending 
Code guidance stresses the need for proportionately in appraisal and for Sponsoring Agencies 
to choose the appraisal methodology that is most appropriate for assessing the value for money 
of a project or programme.

Responsibility for complying with the requirements of the Public Spending Code including 
on appraisal is a matter for each Sponsoring Agency and Sanctioning Authority.  The Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform does not see all cost benefit analyses conducted by 
each Sponsoring Agency and does not collect statistics on numbers of appraisals or length of 
time to conduct and process appraisals.  Each Government Department is required to prepare 
an annual Quality Assurance Report on how it is meeting its Public Spending Code obligations. 
Part of this obligation includes regular in-depth checks of a sample of projects and programmes 
to monitor the quality of the appraisal and assess the appraisal process.

The Project Ireland 2040 Capital Tracker will, going forward, capture information on proj-
ects at each stage of the project life cycle. The tracker is published at https://www.per.gov.ie/
en/national-development-plan-2018-2027/. This will provide additional information on the ap-
praisal of capital projects in the National Development Plan.

The newly established Investment Projects and Programmes Office (IPPO) in the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure & Reform will play an important role in strengthening the appraisal 
and evaluation of investment projects and programmes. A review of the Public Spending Code 
is underway. The IPPO is updating the capital appraisal guidelines in the Public Spending Code. 
As each element of that review is completed, it will be published. 

23/01/2019WRD04200Departmental Staff Data

23/01/2019WRD0430086. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of staff based in the central expenditure evaluation unit per annum since 2011; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3287/19]

23/01/2019WRD04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central 
Economic and Evaluation Unit (CEEU) became part of the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform during 2011.  At the end of 2011, there was one Principal Officer, five Assistant 
Principals, a Higher Executive Officer, an Executive Officer, a Services Officer and a Clerical 
Officer in the CEEU.  

The Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) was set up in 2012 and 
largely subsumed the work of the CEEU.  It is an integrated, cross-Government network that 
aims to support better policy formulation and implementation in the civil service through eco-
nomic analysis and evaluation.

As a broad network, IGEES numbers across Government Departments include both people 
directed recruited into IGEES and existing staff who participate in evidence based policy re-
search.  We estimate that the number of IGEES network members has increased from over 30 
in 2012; to over 50 in 2013; and (approximately in each year) 70 in 2014; 80 in 2015; 90 in 
2016; 120 in 2017 and 160 in 2018. 
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The majority of those currently active in IGEES roles are economists. However IGEES 
members also come from a wide variety of backgrounds including statistics, data analysis, so-
cial science, evaluation, and policy analysis. 

23/01/2019WRD04500Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRD0460087. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; 
the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made avail-
able in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3326/19]

23/01/2019WRD04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Budget 
2019 includes specific measures aimed at continuing our comprehensive domestic response 
to the impact of Brexit across Government.  This included €4 million for the recruitment on a 
phased basis of additional staff to implement necessary measures including in the areas of cus-
toms, SPS and food safety controls.

Within my own Department Brexit issues are coordinated by the Brexit/EU/North South 
Unit.  The Unit supports me in my work on Brexit, leads work across the Department and its 
agencies, and represents the Department on the various groups that coordinate’s the Govern-
ment’s response to Brexit.  Brexit issues are also addressed by staff in relevant areas across the 
Department.

23/01/2019WRD04800Higher Education Institutions

23/01/2019WRD0490088. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 136 of 21 November 2018, if his Department has received the cost 
benefit analysis from Maynooth University, Maynooth, County Kildare in relation to future 
campus development plans under the NDP 2018 to 2027; if the HEA has invited applications 
for funding under the strategic infrastructure fund; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3124/19]

23/01/2019WRD05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My department has not yet 
received a cost benefit analysis from Maynooth University in relation to future campus devel-
opment plans. 

However, the Higher Education Authority (HEA) has issued a call for applications to the 
newly established €80m Higher Education Strategic Infrastructure Fund (HESIF) with a clos-
ing date for expressions of interest on 17th January, 2019.  The HEA has informed my Depart-
ment that Maynooth University has expressed an interest in the HESIF.  

A cost benefit analysis is required as part of the formal application for funding.  The dead-
line for this application is 21st March, 2019.  

23/01/2019WRD05100Public Sector Staff Retirements

23/01/2019WRD0520089. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the date of retire-
ment in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3156/19]
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23/01/2019WRD05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
the person to whom he refers, was provided with an estimate of pension benefits which also in-
cluded the relevant information of the earliest date of retirement without an actuarial reduction 
in benefits.  This correspondence issued from my Department on 16th January 2019.  Should 
the person concerned have any further queries in relation to this matter she should contact the 
Pension Unit of my Department who will provide the necessary clarification. 

23/01/2019WRD05400Departmental Agencies Funding

23/01/2019WRD0550090. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding 
provided to the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment in each of the years 2011 to 
2017. [3217/19]

23/01/2019WRD05600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Funding was provided as fol-
lows:

NCCA   Funding 2011-2017
Year Outturn   € 000’s
2011 3,447
2012 3,225
2013 4,162
2014 4,441
2015 4,341
2016 4,664
2017 5,204

23/01/2019WRE00200Departmental Agencies Staff Data

23/01/2019WRE0030091. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the staff com-
plement and grades of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment. [3218/19]

23/01/2019WRE00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): NCCA numbers and grades 
22 Jan 19

Grade Headcount FTE
Chief  Executive 1 1
Deputy Chief  Executive 2 2
Director,  Curriculum and 
Assessment

5 5

Education  Officer 25 24.3
Project  Officer 1 0.6
Assistant  Principal 1 1
Higher  Executive Officer 3 2.7
Executive  Officer 1 1
Clerical  Officer 4 3.7
Temporary  Clerical Officer 1 1
Totals 44 42.3
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23/01/2019WRE00500School Curriculum

23/01/2019WRE0060092. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
request for the NCCA to initiate a review of the sex education curriculum. [3219/19]

23/01/2019WRE0070093. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the NCCA 
has provided a timeline for a response with regard to his predecessor’s request for a review of 
the sex education curriculum. [3220/19]

23/01/2019WRE00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In April 2018, my predeces-
sor, Mr. Richard Bruton TD, announced a review of Relationships and Sexuality Education 
(RSE).  This review is currently underway and covers both the content of RSE curriculum and 
support materials, as well as the delivery of the curriculum to students. 

Included in the areas for particular consideration during the review are:

- Consent, what it means and its importance

- Developments in contraception

- Healthy, positive sexual expression and relationships

- Safe use of the internet

- Social media and its effects on relationships and self-esteem

- LGBTQ+ matters.

Given the scope of the request, the review will comprise of three inter-related dimensions:

1. Desk-top review of recently published research/studies in this area.

2. Consultations with key individuals and organisations who have responsibility for or who 
are working in this area.

3. Working directly with schools to examine the experience of RSE in schools and in class 
rooms.

A review of research was commissioned in June 2018 and a report was published in No-
vember.  

A number of consultative events are being planned.  The first was held on 27 November at 
Collins Barracks, Dublin and involved approximately 60 groups and organisations who have 
expressed an interest in or who are known to have an interest in contributing to the review. 

Approximately 20 primary and post primary schools, representing a range of school types 
and experiences will be directly involved.  The outcome from this strand of the review will 
inform recommendations in relation to the reality of the experience of RSE in classrooms and 
the experience of parents, curriculum gaps, implementation barriers and enablers, and support 
needs. Furthermore, there will be an opportunity for any school to be involved, should they 
wish, to facilitate workshops locally.

The timelines for the three dimensions of the review are likely to intersect somewhat but 
will also contribute and add to the progression of the review The NCCA intend to publish a draft 
report on the Review of RSE, which will be subject to further consultation from stakeholders. I 
expect a final report in Q2 2019.
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23/01/2019WRE01000Skills Shortages

23/01/2019WRE0110094. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the funding al-
location to regional skills fora in 2018 and 2019. [3221/19]

23/01/2019WRE01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The allocation for the Re-
gional Skills Fora in 2018 was €1, 000,000.

The allocation for 2019 is  €1,236,000.

23/01/2019WRE01300School Accommodation Provision

23/01/2019WRE0140095. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the shortage of second-level places in the County Kildare; and his plans to 
address the matter. [3222/19]

23/01/2019WRE01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level. 

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including a new 500 pupil 
post-primary school for Enfield (located in the Kilcock school planning area) to be established 
in 2020. This announcement follows nationwide demographic exercises carried out by my De-
partment into the future need for primary and post-primary schools across the country and the 
4-year horizon will enable increased lead-in times for planning and delivery of the necessary 
infrastructure. 

In addition to the new schools announced, there will be a need for further school accom-
modation in other areas in the future.  Based on the current analysis, this need can be addressed 
through either planned capacity increases in existing schools or additional accommodation or 
extensions to existing schools.  

As the Deputy will be aware, my Department has recently announced the expansion of the 
existing Curragh Post-Primary School with a new 1,000 pupil school building. It is intended 
that the expansion of the existing Curragh post-Primary school, a multi-denominational Com-
munity College under the patronage of Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board 
(KWETB), will also cater for demand arising in the adjoining Newbridge and Kildare school 
planning areas.  

The Deputy will be aware that my Department’s Capital Programme continues to address 
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the challenges posed by the significant bulge in pupil enrolments going through our schools. 
This has seen a significant expansion in the rate of provision of new school places.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the current status of large-scale projects, including those in 
County Kildare, being delivered under the school building programme may be viewed on my 
Department’s website, www.education.ie and this information is updated regularly. In addition, 
a list of large-scale projects completed from 2010 to date may also be viewed on the website.

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, if 
required, for schools where an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an ad-
ditional teacher has been appointed. Details of schools listed on this programme can be found 
on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information is updated regularly.

 

23/01/2019WRE01600Higher Education Institutions

23/01/2019WRE0170096. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students at institutions (details supplied) in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [3227/19]

23/01/2019WRE01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Details of the number of stu-
dents enrolled in higher education institutions are available at:

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/FF5032583F19FC0E8025838C00
474DB9/$File/Enrolments.xlsx?openelement”>Enrolments</a>]

Statistics relating to student numbers are available on the HEA website: http://hea.ie/statis-
tics/.

23/01/2019WRE01900Institutes of Technology Funding

23/01/2019WRE0200097. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the capital in-
vestment allocated to each institute of technology and university for the years 2019 to 2021, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3228/19]

23/01/2019WRE02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Over the period 2019-2021 an 
infrastructure budget of €337m has been earmarked for the higher education sector.  

This is in addition to infrastruture to be delivered by way of Public Private Partnership 
(PPP), including the Central and East Quads for TU Dublin at Grangegorman, which are under 
construction, and the Higher Education PPP programme, which is in the design phase and is 
focused on Technological Universities/Institutes of Technology.  

The following table outlines allocations to Institutes of Technology and universities for the 
period in question wich have already been approved.

TCD €15,000,000.00
DCU €32,840,000.00
UL €1,700,000.00
IT Tallaght €7,715,953.00
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IT Dundalk €18,469,525.00
GMIT Castlebar €2,080,000.00
IT Limerick €11,575,000.00
Further allocations from the capital budget will be based on the assessment of proposals 

against specific criteria, and will include funding programmes such as the Higher Education 
Strategic Infrastructure Fund and the Refurbishment and Upgrade Fund. Allocations will be 
also be made from the capital budget to support upgrades to ICT infrastructure, as well as minor 
works and equipment renewal.  

23/01/2019WRE02200Institutes of Technology

23/01/2019WRE0230098. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
merger process between Carlow Institute of Technology and Waterford Institute of Technology; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3229/19]

23/01/2019WRE02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is a matter for the relevant 
Institutes of Technology in a technological university development consortium to lead on the 
progression of their plans to seek designation as a TU under the Technological Universities Act 
2018. 

In relation to the Technological University for South East Ireland (TUSEI) consortium com-
prising Waterford Institute of Technology and the Institute of Technology Carlow, the Minister 
of State for Higher Education, Mary Mitchell O’Connor T.D., met with the Presidents and 
Chairs of both higher education institutions earlier this month with a view to encouraging the 
progression of their TU development project.  Both institutions reiterated their commitment to 
advancing the project in 2019 with the consortium’s joint steering group continuing to progress 
its work in this regard.

23/01/2019WRE02500School Transport Eligibility

23/01/2019WRE0260099. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a deci-
sion will be made on the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3271/19]

23/01/2019WRE02700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

There are currently over 117,500 children, including over 13,000 children with special edu-
cational needs, transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary 
schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually.

A number of changes to the School Transport Scheme were introduced in Budget 2011, 
which derived from recommendations in the Value for Money Review of the Scheme.  These 
changes encompassed a number of elements and included the cessation of the ‘Closed/Central 
School Rule’ at primary level.  

Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and 
are attending their nearest school. The child referred to by the Deputy is not attending his 
nearest school and is therefore not eligible for school transport under the terms of the Primary 
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School Transport Scheme.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only which is subject to a number of conditions that are detailed in the Scheme.

In this regard, Bus Éireann has advised that there are seats available on an existing service 
and the family should liaise with their local Bus Éireann office if they wish to avail of school 
transport on a concessionary basis.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis. 

23/01/2019WRE02800Schools Building Projects Status

23/01/2019WRE02900100. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of an ap-
plication for a new school building by a school (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3284/19]

23/01/2019WRE03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project referred to by the 
Deputy has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).  

I can inform the Deputy that the NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a 
design team for the project. This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construc-
tion stages. While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of 
the project, the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed 
of progress.

23/01/2019WRE03100Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRE03200101. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; the 
number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made available 
in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3319/19]

23/01/2019WRE03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has recruited 
an additional Assistant Principal Officer for our International Section to deal with Brexit related 
matters.  Other staff within the Department, in sections such as Higher Education Policy, also 
deal with Brexit issues as part of their normal duties.  

23/01/2019WRE03400Summer Works Scheme Applications

23/01/2019WRE03500102. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills when details of 
the summer works scheme will be announced; if all categories up to and including category ten 
will be eligible under the new scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3428/19]

23/01/2019WRE03600103. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if applications 
deemed to be category ten under the most recent summer works scheme will be given further 
consideration with a view to approval of grant aid; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3429/19]

23/01/2019WRE03700104. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills if grant aid is 
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available towards the provision of essential playground facilities at primary schools; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3430/19]

23/01/2019WRE03800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 102 to 104, inclusive, together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the Summer Works Scheme (SWS) is designed to allow 
schools, on a devolved funding basis, to carry out necessary improvement and refurbishment 
works that will upgrade existing school facilities.  Under the 2016-2017, almost €117 million 
has been approved to date under the Summer Works Scheme, in respect of over 940 school 
projects in categories 1 - 9.  Details of the successful school applicants are published on my 
Department’s website www.education.ie

With regard to the remaining applications under Category 10, which relate to external works 
such as upgrading and resurfacing of playgrounds and car parking, these applications require 
more detailed analysis. It is intended to undertake this analysis shortly with a view to enabling 
approved applications to proceed in 2020.

The recent launch of Project Ireland 2040 included an announcement of a major package of 
investment in education for the next decade with the school building budget increasing by 70%.  
This investment will provide for the continued increase in demographics while also allowing 
for a greater focus on refurbishment and upgrading of existing school stock.  In this regard, I 
wish to advise the Deputy that I am committed to a new Summer Works Scheme which will 
open for applications in the coming months for projects to be delivered from Summer 2020.

23/01/2019WRE04100Garda Resources

23/01/2019WRE04200105. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if funding has been 
made available in 2019 to purchase additional marked large vans for use by Garda public order 
units; if so, when the vans will come into the fleet; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3114/19]

23/01/2019WRE04300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been unprecedented investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years, in sup-
port of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence through-
out the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement and provide reas-
surance to citizens and deter crime.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  This represents an increase of over 6% over 
the initial allocation for 2018. Very significant capital investment is also being made in Garda 
ICT infrastructure and the Garda estate. 

The Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment in the 
Garda fleet, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet, 
in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 to 2015.  This continuing 
investment is intended to ensure that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads 
and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for carrying 
on and managing and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Sío-
chána.  Further, the allocation of Garda resources, including types of vehicles purchased and al-
location of Garda vehicles across the various Garda divisions, is a matter for the Commissioner, 
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in light of his identified operational demands. As Minister I have no direct role in these matters.  
I understand however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under con-
tinual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.  

I am pleased to confirm that €10 million has been made available for the purchase of Garda 
vehicles in 2019.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that fifteen large vans have been purchased and are 
currently being fitted out as public order vehicles.  In accordance with the arrangements as out-
lined above, the allocation of these vehicles across the various Garda divisions will be a matter 
for decision by the Garda authorities on the basis of operational demand.

23/01/2019WRE04400Garda Resources

23/01/2019WRE04500106. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to provide 
funding for the purchase of additional high powered unmarked vehicles to the Garda roads po-
licing unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3115/19]

23/01/2019WRE04600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been unprecedented investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years, in sup-
port of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence through-
out the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement and provide reas-
surance to citizens and deter crime.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion, representing an increase of over 6% over the 
initial allocation for 2018. Very significant capital investment is also being made in Garda ICT 
infrastructure and the Garda estate.

The Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment in the 
Garda fleet, in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 to 2015.  This 
continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and 
fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in 
the community to prevent and tackle crime.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner has responsibility for the allocation 
of Garda resources, in light of his identified operational demands. This includes decisions in 
relation to the types of vehicles and the allocation of Garda vehicles across the various Garda 
divisions.   As Minister I have no direct role in these matters. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are currently 293 vehicles attached to 
Garda Roads Policing, including both marked and unmarked vehicles.  

As the Deputy may be aware, €10 million has been made available for the purchase of 
Garda vehicles in 2019.  Decisions on the type and number of vehicles to be purchased using 
these funds, as well as the allocation of these vehicles across the Garda Divisions are for the 
Commissioner. 

I am informed that the Garda authorities have no plans at present to purchase additional high 
powered unmarked vehicles for Garda Roads Policing.   In this regard, I understand that the 
main focus of An Garda Síochána’s Roads Policing Operations Plan is on high visibility roads 
policing utilising marked vehicles.  The Garda authorities indicate that in addition to their role 
in enforcement of road traffic legislation, the presence of these marked vehicles on the road also 
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act as a deterrent.  While unmarked vehicles are used in respect of the enforcement of certain 
road traffic offences, I am informed that these make up only a part of the work of Roads Polic-
ing Units.

Finally, I can confirm to the Deputy that Garda management keeps the distribution of re-
sources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure 
their optimum use.

23/01/2019WRE04700Courts Service

23/01/2019WRE04800107. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 149 of 21 November 2018, if the review is now complete; if so, if the re-
port on the review has been presented to the Courts Service building committee and the Courts 
Service Board; if a decision has been made on the future delivery of court services in the district 
court area of Kilcock, County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3122/19]

23/01/2019WRE04900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998 management of the courts, including the 
provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which 
is independent in exercising its functions.  

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that the review of the future delivery of court services in the 
District Court area of Kilcock is nearing completion. Consultation has already taken place with 
the relevant stakeholders including TDs, legal practitioners, the Irish Prison Service, An Garda 
Síochána and members of the Judiciary. 

The Courts Service has advised that details and costing of works that would be required to 
repair Kilcock Courthouse have recently been received from the Office of Public Works and 
that a report is being prepared to present at the next meeting of the Courts Service Building 
Committee in February 2019. The Courts Service has further advised that any decision on the 
future delivery of court services in the District Court area of Kilcock will be made following 
consideration of the matter by the Building Committee and the Courts Service Board.

23/01/2019WRE05000Legislative Process

23/01/2019WRE05100108. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the courts 
and civil law miscellaneous provisions Bill will be introduced and in particular the provision 
stating that a certificate under the licensing Acts shall not be granted unless a court is satisfied 
that permission for development of the premises for the intended use to which the application 
relates has been obtained from the relevant planning authority; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3128/19]

23/01/2019WRE05200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The proposed provision 
to which the Deputy has referred remains part of the General Scheme of the Courts and Civil 
Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill which has been submitted to the Office of Parliamentary 
Counsel following the Government Decision of 11 July 2017 that it be submitted for formal 
drafting.  In December 2017 the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality confirmed 
that it would not be taking the General Scheme for pre-legislative scrutiny.  

Part 7 of the General Scheme deals with licensing law and includes Head 54, the purpose of 
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which is to require the relevant court, when exercising its oversight role in the licensing system, 
to ensure that planning permission has been granted for the intended usage of the premises.  It 
will prevent premises for which planning permission to operate as a restaurant has been ob-
tained from operating as a public house if no planning permission to operate as a public house 
has been obtained.  The measure is also intended to ensure compliance with applicable fire 
safety standards for the intended use of the premises.  As such, it remains one of those provi-
sions which remain to be introduced in the form of a Bill under the General Scheme to which 
the Deputy has referred.

As reflected in the Legislation Programme for the Spring Session 2019 published on 15 
January 2019, working priority is currently being given by the Government and the Offices of 
the Attorney General and of Parliamentary Counsel to the urgent introduction of those legisla-
tive measures necessary to deal with the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European 
Union on 29 March 2019.  I would therefore anticipate that the likely timeframe for the intro-
duction of the specific measures to which the Deputy has referred will become more apparent 
once our immediate Brexit legislative priorities have been met and appropriate time can again 
be given to progressing those Bills such as the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Bill which otherwise form part of the Government’s Legislation Programme.

23/01/2019WRE05300Garda Stations

23/01/2019WRE05400109. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the 
development of a new Garda station for Clonmel, County Tipperary; the cost expended on this 
project to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3151/19]

23/01/2019WRE05500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, there has been unprecedented investment in An Garda Síochána in recent years, in sup-
port of the Government’s commitment to ensuring a strong and visible police presence through-
out the country in order to maintain and strengthen community engagement and provide reas-
surance to citizens and deter crime.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2019 of €1.76 billion.  Very significant capital investment is also 
being made, including investment of €342 million in Garda ICT infrastructure between 2016 
and 2021; and investment of €46 million in the Garda Fleet over the same period.

In terms of investment in the Garda estate, the Garda Building and Refurbishment Pro-
gramme 2016-2021 is an ambitious 5-year programme based on agreed Garda priorities, which 
continues to benefit over 30 locations around the country, underpinned by over €60 million 
Exchequer funding as well as a major Public Private Partnership (PPP).  There has been some 
good progress on the programme in 2018, as well as in other major projects in relation to the 
Garda estate, including in particular completion and entry into operational use of 3 new Divi-
sional and Regional Headquarters at Wexford, Galway and Kevin Street Dublin, which col-
lectively required funding of over €100 million.  The clear goal of this investment is to address 
deficiencies in the Garda estate and provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and 
staff as well as the public interacting with them.

The Deputy will appreciate that the programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda 
accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the 
Office of Public Works (OPW), which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of 
Garda accommodation.
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The Public Private Partnership   arrangement included in the Building and Refurbishment 
Programme is intended to deliver new stations at Clonmel, Macroom and Sligo as well as a new 
custody suite at the Garda Station at Anglesea Street Cork.

I am informed by the OPW and the Garda authorities that the OPW has acquired sites for 
the development of the new stations in Macroom and Sligo. The site in Clonmel is a portion 
of the former Kickham Barracks and has at all material times been in state ownership.  Having 
previously been transferred from the Department of Defence to Tipperary County Council, I 
am informed by the OPW that the difficulty in relation to completion of transfer of the site from 
Tipperary County Council to the OPW has been resolved and that the transfer is now being 
finalised.  On completion, ownership of all three sites will be vested in the OPW. 

The Deputy raised the question of costs incurred to date in relation to Clonmel. I am in-
formed by the OPW that conveyance of the site is being handled by the CSSO.  The site is being 
transferred from the Council to the OPW free gratis, and in parallel a separate portion of land is 
being transferred free gratis from the OPW to the Council.  I am further informed by the OPW 
that minor costs have been incurred to date for the purpose of site surveys.  I am informed by 
An Garda Síochána that no additional costs have yet been incurred although costs will arise as 
the project progresses. 

The Deputy will be aware that the development of PPP projects is progressed under the aus-
pices of the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).   My Department and An Garda 
Síochána are continuing to engage with the NDFA with a view to progressing the matter further.

I can assure the Deputy that delivery of the new Garda stations at Clonmel, Macroom and 
Sligo through this PPP arrangement is being pursued as a priority.

23/01/2019WRE05600Garda Confidential Recipient

23/01/2019WRE05700110. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the ap-
propriateness of appointing the Garda confidential recipient to conduct a section 42 inquiry 
arising from alleged Garda misconduct (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3203/19]

23/01/2019WRE05800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Inquiry to which 
the Deputy refers is one of five statutory Inquiries which were established in accordance with 
section 42 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, on 15 May 2017. These Inquiries arose out of the 
recommendations of the Independent Review Mechanism, in respect of complaints considered 
by it. 

Following consultation with the Attorney General, it was decided that it would be appro-
priate for these Inquiries to be conducted by retired members of the judiciary. The Attorney 
General  put forward nominations of appropriate persons and my predecessor, Minister Frances 
Fitzgerald TD, made the five appointments.   

A distinguished retired judge of the District Court was appointed to conduct the Inquiry 
relating to complaints made by the person referred to by the Deputy.  The former judge had 
previously held the position of Garda Confidential Recipient for a relatively brief period from 
12th March 2014 to 14th July 2014 when the office was abolished.   

In advance of assigning a particular case to each of the former judges, assurance was sought 
by my Department and provided by the judges that they had no previous professional involve-
ment with the cases to be inquired into, nor was there any other reason which could give rise 
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to a conflict of interest. In the event that a judge felt that there could be cause for a potential 
conflict of interest in relation to one or more of the five cases, those cases were assigned to a 
different judge. 

I am fully satisfied as to the appropriateness of his subsequent appointment to Inquire into 
the matter raised in the Deputy’s question.

23/01/2019WRF00200Garda Data

23/01/2019WRF00300111. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of gardaí 
suspended for periods of more than one year; the duration of each suspension; the rank of the 
member involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3204/19]

23/01/2019WRF00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appre-
ciate that disciplinary matters within An Garda Síochána are governed by the Garda Síochána 
Act 2005 and the Garda Síochána (Discipline) Regulations 2007 and are a matter for the Garda 
Commissioner.

I have asked the Garda Commissioner for the specific information requested and when it is 
to hand I will write directly to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRF00500Garda Data

23/01/2019WRF00600112. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of new 
Garda vehicles that were allocated to Wexford Garda division in 2018; and the number of ve-
hicles removed from the division in 2018. [3252/19]

23/01/2019WRF00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): There has been very sig-
nificant investment in Garda resources across the State in recent years.  The Government’s 
Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment in the Garda fleet, to ensure 
that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet to ensure that Gardaí 
can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and in the community to prevent and tackle 
crime.  This is in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 to 2015.

The Deputy will appreciate that it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for manag-
ing and controlling generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including 
responsibility for the distribution of Garda funding and resources, including allocation of Garda 
vehicles, among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no direct role in the matter.

I understand however that Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the 
optimum use is made of these resources.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following tables identify the number and 
type of new Garda vehicles that were allocated to and removed from Wexford Division in 2018.

Wexford Division – 2018 New Allocations

 Cars Vans 4X4 Total
Wexford Divi-
sion

2 2 2 6
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Enniscorthy 
District

1 0 1 2

New Ross Dis-
trict

0 1 0 1

Wexford District 1 1 1 3

Wexford Division – 2018 Removals

 Marked Cars Unmarked Cars Total
Wexford Div 2 1 3
Wexford 1 1 2
New Ross 1 0 1

23/01/2019WRF00800Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRF00900113. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; the 
number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made available 
in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3325/19]

23/01/2019WRF01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Government remains 
firmly of the view that the only way to ensure an orderly withdrawal is to ratify the Withdrawal 
Agreement, as endorsed by the European Council and agreed with the British Government.  Our 
focus remains on securing the deal that has been reached.  However, in light of ongoing uncer-
tainty in Britain, we continue to work to prepare for the UK’s exit and contingency work has 
intensified.  The whole-of-Government response to Brexit is being progressed through a range 
of cross-Departmental coordination structures. In relation to a no-deal Brexit, these include 
Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary Groups and a Legislation Committee, chaired by the 
Departments of the Taoiseach and Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

While it remains difficult to fully assess the impact that Brexit will have on my Department 
from a resource perspective, my officials continue to engage in and monitor the progress of 
Brexit negotiations as well as engage in contingency planning as appropriate. My Department 
has assigned two additional Assistant Principal Officers from within its current staffing alloca-
tion to positions within the International Policy Division and the Permanent Representation in 
Brussels to support this work. 

In respect of any future demands, my Department will ensure that resources are assigned in 
a timely manner to address any of the matters that may arise in the context of Brexit and which 
impact on the work and functions of my Department.

23/01/2019WRF01100Crime Data

23/01/2019WRF01200114. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
bicycles stolen nationally in each of the years 2016 to 2018. [3391/19]

23/01/2019WRF01300115. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of ar-
rests made in relation to bike theft in each of the years 2016 to 2018; and the number of these 
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arrests that led to court proceedings for the same period. [3392/19]

23/01/2019WRF01400117. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
stolen bikes that were seized by An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2016 to 2018; and the 
number that were returned to owners by An Garda Síochána in the same period. [3394/19]

23/01/2019WRF01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 114, 115 and 117 together.

I have requested the information from the Garda authorities and I will contact the Deputy 
directly when the information is to hand.

23/01/2019WRF01700Courts Service Data

23/01/2019WRF01800116. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the outcome of 
bike theft court cases in each of the years 2016 to 2018. [3393/19]

23/01/2019WRF01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsi-
bility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which include the 
provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts service has provided the Report below which sets out the outcomes for bike theft court 
cases in each of the years 2016 to 2018.  

The Court Service has advised that it’s important to note that the Report is for offence Sec-
tion 112(3) of the Road Traffic Act 1961 which is a coded offence, specifically relating to bi-
cycle theft. Offences may have been prosecuted under Section 4 of the Criminal Justice (Theft 
and Fraud Offences) Act 2001 which is general theft but they cannot say which, if any, related 
to theft of bicycles. Similarly, some offences could have been prosecuted using uncoded free 
text code against which they cannot report. 

In looking at the outcomes, it’s also important to remember that the offences may have been 
prosecuted in conjunction with other offences e.g. criminal damage, which might impact on the 
sentences imposed. 

Report on the outcomes for bike theft court cases in each of the years 2016 to 2018

Order No of Orders
Jan – Dec 2016

No of Orders 
Jan – Dec 2017

No of Orders
Jan – Dec 2018

Community Service 
Order

0 2 1

Dismiss 4 7 9
Dismiss Probation 
Act 

11 6 8

Disqualification 1 0 0
Fine 21 25 21
Imprisonment/De-
tention

11 34 30
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Order No of Orders
Jan – Dec 2016

No of Orders 
Jan – Dec 2017

No of Orders
Jan – Dec 2018

Imprisonment/De-
tention Part Sus-
pended

1 1 1

Imprisonment/De-
tention Suspended

8 10 4

No Order 6 6 6
Other 1 0 2
Peace Bond 2 3 6
Poor Box 2 1 2
Probation Order 21 17 19
Strike Out 44 50 52
Taken Into Consid-
eration

48 98 102

Withdrawn 8 22 11
 Total 189 282 274
Note:  If a person received more than one order it will appear twice on the report e.g. 

if a person received a fine and imprisonment it will appear twice on the report.

Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 114.

23/01/2019WRF02100Crime Investigation

23/01/2019WRF02200118. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he 
has directed An Garda Síochána or if it has already decided to undertake a review of cases not 
progressed in relation to adult offenders in view of the report into the failures of An Garda Sío-
chána to progress juvenile cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3411/19]

23/01/2019WRF02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I stated last week, the 
failure to properly manage cases involving youth crime is very concerning.  I welcome the fact 
that the Garda Commissioner has acted to tackle these problems urgently and take all appropri-
ate action. 

As the Commissioner outlined in his engagement with the Policing Authority last week, a 
number of steps have already been taken within An Garda Síochána and actions are in train to 
prevent a recurrence of these failures. The Policing Authority will continue to play an active 
role in monitoring the situation.

I am aware that members of the Policing Authority asked the Commissioner if similar fail-
ures might apply in relation to adult crime cases. I understand that this issue will form part of 
further examination by the Policing Authority and officials in my Department have already 
been in contact with the Authority in that regard.  

23/01/2019WRF02400Juvenile Offenders

23/01/2019WRF02500119. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of the 
audit of juvenile justice cases (details supplied) by Garda division; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3426/19]



Questions - Written Answers

62

23/01/2019WRF02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, the examination by the Policing Authority of Garda handling of 
Youth Crime has highlighted some disturbing issues. It is completely unacceptable that crimes 
were not properly pursued in many cases. This situation must be thoroughly addressed, not 
only for the victims and the proper administration of Justice, but also for the future welfare of 
children who may have committed crimes. 

The Commissioner has indicated that disciplinary investigations will be considered by Di-
visional Officers in relation to individual members. The Deputy will appreciate that this is a 
matter for the Commissioner and his management team and any process of that kind has to be 
allowed to take its course and cannot be pre-judged. 

The Garda authorities have taken a number of technical and organisational steps to prevent 
recurrence of the failures identified. While there have been significant improvements, there is 
more to be done to achieve a comprehensive solution. The Commissioner has also established a 
National Bureau for Child Diversion to improve future management of this whole area. 

The Policing Authority, which was established to provide independent oversight of policing, 
has indicated that it will follow through with further detailed examination of this matter and the 
actions being taken by the Commissioner. I will also continue to monitor the situation closely.

The issues in question relate to youth crime cases deemed unsuitable for the Garda Diver-
sion Programme. Therefore, it is important to recognise that there are no negative implications 
for the effectiveness of the Diversion Programme itself, which has been in operation success-
fully for many years, helping young offenders turn away from crime.

The specific details by Garda Division referred to by the Deputy have been requested from 
the Garda authorities, and I will contact the Deputy directly when a response is to hand.

23/01/2019WRF02700Departmental Staff Data

23/01/2019WRF02800120. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
estimated full year cost of recruiting an additional 12 field inspector posts; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [3120/19]

23/01/2019WRF02900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
my Department, there are a number of staff assigned to work as Labour Inspectors, within the 
Workplace Relations Commission (WRC). Labour Inspectors deliver an enforcement, and in-
formation service in relation to employer obligations and employee rights/entitlements/protec-
tions. In this regard, details of the estimated full year cost of recruiting an additional 12 Labour 
Inspectors in the WRC, as requested by the Deputy, are set out below in tabular format.

Grade Gross Salary 
Cost*

Gross ‘Out of 
Office Hours’   
allowance

Employer 
PRSI

Total Cost 
(1)

Total Cost 
(12)

Labour 
Inspector 
(Execu-
tive Office 
equivalent)

€37,528.43 €8,147.62 €4,567.61 €50,243.66 €602,923.92

*based on the average salary Executive Officer (PPC) payscale. These figures do not ac-
count for the proposed pay adjustment under the Lansdowne Road Agreement due October 
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2019 (1.75%).  The estimated additional cost including employer PRSI for the adjustment in 
October 2019 is €2,637.75 (12).

The Deputy should note that, the Workplace Relations Commission has 7 Inspector Team 
Managers (Higher Executive Officer equivalent) overseeing the work of the 34 Labour Inspec-
tors (Executive Officer equivalent).  The recruitment of 12 additional Labour Inspectors ref-
erenced in the request, may create an additional cost in terms for the recruitment of additional 
Inspector Team Managers (ITM).  The average cost for an ITM is in the region of €68,190.78, 
inclusive of employer PRSI.

23/01/2019WRF03000IDA Ireland

23/01/2019WRF03100121. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 485 of 6 November 2018, if the IDA has received the 
material to market a site (details supplied); if site visits have arisen from the marketing of the 
site; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3123/19]

23/01/2019WRF03200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Since meeting with representatives of the site’s new owners last September the IDA has been 
provided with new marketing information for the Liffey Business Campus. The Agency’s staff 
also met with the new owners in December. Additional marketing material is currently being 
prepared and the IDA are continuing to actively market the site to both existing and potential 
clients through its network of offices in Ireland and overseas.

Data on site visits is collated on a county by county basis only. Information on visits to par-
ticular locations is not available for reasons of client confidentiality and commercial sensitivity. 

More broadly, County Kildare continues to maintain a strong base of overseas firms in the 
Technology, Financial Services and Pharmaceuticals sectors. IDA client companies such as In-
tel, Pfizer, and Procter and Gamble are all located in Kildare and continue to perform well. The 
County has seen a 4.5% increase in foreign direct investment-driven employment over the last 
12 months and I am hopeful that positive trend will continue.

23/01/2019WRF03300Work Permits Applications

23/01/2019WRF03400122. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if 
approval will be given to grant an employment permit for a person (details supplied); and when 
a permit is likely to be issued. [3136/19]

23/01/2019WRF03500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department informs me that it has no record of any appli-
cation for an Employment Permit in respect of the named individual.

23/01/2019WRF03600Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRF03700123. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of regular grade civil servants her Department has hired in advance of a no-deal 
Brexit; the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made 
available in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3314/19]
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23/01/2019WRF03800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
July 2018, and again in September 2018, a number of decisions were made at Cabinet relating 
to Brexit preparedness and contingency planning, including the phased recruitment of staff, as 
required.

The Government has already sanctioned €4m for the commencement of a phased process 
for the recruitment of additional staff to carry out the greatly increased volumes of import con-
trols and export certification arising from Brexit.

In my Department, a dedicated Brexit Unit was established in 2016. This Unit is led at As-
sistant Secretary level within the EU Affairs and Trade Policy Division, and its key function is 
to coordinate and represent the Department’s response to Brexit and to support me in my posi-
tion at the Cabinet Committee dealing with Brexit. The designated official, at Assistant Secre-
tary level, is supported by a staff complement of eight (one Principal Officer, three Assistant 
Principal Officers, two Higher Executive Officers, One Administrative Officer and one Clerical 
Officer).  The Unit also leads on engagement with a broad range of stakeholders to inform and 
validate our response to Brexit. 

Also within this Division, two officials (Assistant Principal Officer and Administrative Of-
ficer) working in the Trade Policy Unit are assigned to Brexit related trade matters as part of 
their portfolios.

In the Division with responsibility for Indigenous Enterprise, there are two officials (Assis-
tant Principal Officer and Administrative Officer) working solely on Brexit mitigation measures 
to support business impacted by Brexit.   This team also has a strong relationship with the Stra-
tegic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and in 2018 launched a new Brexit Loan Scheme 
for businesses in response to Brexit.  Other officials across this Division have Brexit related re-
sponsibility attached to their roles, and work closely to prepare businesses in Ireland for Brexit.  

My Department has a lead role in helping to ensure that businesses are Brexit prepared. In 
this regard and as part of the 2019 Workforce Planning, approval has been given to set up a 
new Getting Business Brexit Ready Unit  which will have a staff complement of one Assistant 
Principal Officer, one Administrative Officer and one Executive Officer. The Assistant Principal 
Officer and Administrative Officer have now been appointed and the Executive Officer will be 
appointed shortly.

The UK’s decision to leave the European Union continues to impact significantly on all 
policy fields across my Department.   

Given the wide mission of my Department, staff across a number of other Divisions and 
business units, are involved in a range of business preparedness supports and Brexit related 
matters, as it relates to their policy area. 

My Department is continually prioritising the Brexit challenges and actively keep the staff-
ing requirements under review.

In respect of the budget made available for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdraw-
al from the EU, the Department was allocated an additional €250k in 2017, €200k in 2018, 
and €1.15m in 2019. The additional funding has, and is, being used to strengthen the capacity 
of the Department to deliver on its strategic goals during a time when Brexit and other global 
challenges are impacting on many policy areas and business units in the Department.

23/01/2019WRF03900Departmental Agencies Staff Recruitment
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23/01/2019WRF04000124. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of the selection of a 
new environmental health officer panel as outlined by the Brexit no-deal contingency plan. 
[3130/19]

23/01/2019WRF04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): While the focus of the Government remains 
on securing an orderly and agreed Brexit, given the increased risks of the UK leaving without 
a deal contingency planning for a “No Deal” Brexit has intensified, which will require arrange-
ments to be in place by 29 March 2019. 

My Department has, to date, approved just over €6m to the HSE for additional Environmen-
tal Health Service (EHS) staff (61 personnel) and the Public Analyst Laboratory Dublin.  This is 
to facilitate additional official food controls (import controls, export certification and associated 
laboratory work) which will fall to the HSE as a result of Brexit.

As staff recruitment is a matter for the HSE, I have asked it to respond directly to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRF04200Services for People with Disabilities

23/01/2019WRF04300125. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3112/19]

23/01/2019WRF04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to  service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRF04500Hospitals Building Programme

23/01/2019WRF04600126. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health if phase 3C of Naas General 
Hospital, Naas, County Kildare is included in the plan to provide 2,600 acute hospital beds 
under the NDP 2018 to 2027; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3125/19]

23/01/2019WRF04700127. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Health if the proposed new endoscopy 
unit and other services at Naas General Hospital, Naas, County Kildare is included in the HSE 
capital plan for 2019; if so, when tenders will be invited for the project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3126/19]

23/01/2019WRF04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 126 and 
127 together.

The Health Service Executive is currently developing its Capital Plan for 2019.  The re-
quirements of Naas General Hospital and other health capital projects, currently at various 
stages of development, are being considered as part of this process.

23/01/2019WRF05000Disabilities Assessments
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23/01/2019WRF05100128. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for an as-
sessment of a child with a special need within the public service, for example, for speech and 
language, occupational therapy and so on in counties Cork and Kerry. [3132/19]

23/01/2019WRF05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRF05300National Children’s Hospital Expenditure

23/01/2019WRF05400129. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the capital allocation for 
the construction of the new children’s hospital; the final outturn for same in each of the years 
2016 to 2018; the breakdown for each of the satellite centres in each year; and the allocation for 
each in 2019, in tabular form. [3133/19]

23/01/2019WRF05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive is currently 
developing its Capital Plan for 2019. The requirements of the new children’s hospital and other 
health capital projects, currently at various stages of development, are being considered as part 
of this process.  

Year  €m
 2016 outturn  30.64
 2017 outturn  67.75
 2018 outturn  107.85

 2019 requirement  250.00
The estimated construction and fit out costs for the two OPD Urgent Care Centres at Tal-

laght and Connolly are €53.4m (ex VAT). With regards to your queries in relation to the costs 
and allocations in respect of each urgent care centre, I have asked the National Paediatric Hos-
pital Development Board to respond to you directly.

23/01/2019WRF05600Hospital Appointments Status

23/01/2019WRF05700130. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment in the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital, Dublin 2.; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3134/19]

23/01/2019WRF05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
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uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

23/01/2019WRG00200Orthodontic Services Waiting Lists

23/01/2019WRG00300131. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment for urgent 
orthodontic treatment will be allocated to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3135/19]

23/01/2019WRG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRG00500Medical Card Eligibility

23/01/2019WRG00600132. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that 
persons that are given a cancer diagnosis receive a medical card without delay; if his attention 
has been drawn to the long waiting times that cancer patients are waiting for a medical card and 
the high medical expenses they incur as a result of these waiting times; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3138/19]

23/01/2019WRG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Need 
and Medical Card Eligibility examined the issue of awarding medical cards on the basis of ill-
ness and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical 
conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility.   The Expert Group also concluded that 
a person’s means should remain the main qualifier for a medical card.  This position remains 
unchanged.

Nevertheless, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to 
support applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the 
difficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guide-
lines.  The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant 
exceeds the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra 
costs arising from an illness. 

Social and medical issues are considered when determining whether undue hardship exists 
for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical services. The HSE affords ap-
plicants the opportunity to furnish supporting information documentation to fully take account 
of all the relevant circumstances that may benefit them in the assessment including medical 
evidence of cost and necessary expenses. 

With regard to persons suffering from cancer and other serious medical conditions the HSE 
also has a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to emergency situations 
i.e. in circumstances where persons are in need of urgent or on-going medical care that they 
cannot afford and also for persons in palliative care who are terminally ill. These medical cards 
are issued within 24 hours of receipt of the required patient details and a letter which confirms 
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the medical condition from a doctor or consultant. With the exception of terminally ill patients, 
all medical cards, granted on an emergency basis, are followed up with a full application within 
a number of weeks.

I would also like to note that since 1 July 2015, the HSE adopted the position that all chil-
dren under 18 years of age with a diagnosis of cancer are awarded a medical card.  This card is 
valid for a period of 5 years.

23/01/2019WRG00800Hospital Appointments Status

23/01/2019WRG00900133. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when the person can expect a hospital appointment. [3153/19]

23/01/2019WRG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

23/01/2019WRG01100Medical Products

23/01/2019WRG01200134. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his views on introducing a 
scheme to make epipens available in schools, workplaces and other public places similar to the 
provision of defibrillators; and if he will introduce a scheme to train volunteers as first respond-
ers. [3154/19]

23/01/2019WRG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2015 the then Minister for Health intro-
duced the ‘Emergency Medicines’ legislation. An adrenaline auto-injector (Epipen) is a pre-
scription-only medicine that ordinarily can only be supplied on foot of a prescription. There is 
nothing to prevent a person with a diagnosis of anaphylaxis who has been prescribed an Epipen 
from carrying their prescribed medication with then at all times. This is particularly important 
for persons at risk of an acute anaphylactic attack.

Medicines legislation, permits any person to administer any medicine to another person in 
accordance with the directions of a registered medical practitioner. Therefore, if a person has 
been prescribed a medicine, but is unable to administer it to themselves, such as in the case of 
an overdose, there is no legal impediment to another person administering that medicine to the 
patient. {Regulation 4A(1)(c) of the Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control of Supply) 
Regulations 2003, as amended) (S.I. No. 540 of 2003)] 

Notwithstanding these provisions, S. I. No.  449 of 2015 amended the Prescription Regula-
tions to allow certain prescription-only medicines, including adrenaline for known or suspected 
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anaphylaxis, to be administered by trained members of the public in emergency situations. In 
order for an organisation, which can include schools, workplaces and other public places, to 
avail of an emergency medicine without the need for a prescription, members of that organisa-
tion must complete an approved course of training regarding the administration of such medi-
cines and the management of any adverse reaction. The Pre Hospital Emergency Care Council 
(PHECC) has established a framework for the education and training of persons to safely and 
competently administer this medicine to those urgently requiring care.

23/01/2019WRG01400General Medical Services Scheme Data

23/01/2019WRG01500135. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of claims made 
to the primary care reimbursement service of the Health Service Executive under the general 
medical card scheme for children between 0 and 15 years of age for adrenalin auto-injectors in 
each of the years 2010 to 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3155/19]

23/01/2019WRG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRG01700Disability Support Services

23/01/2019WRG01800136. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question Nos. 707 and 708 of 15 January 2019, the way in which there will be an increase of 
170,000 personal assistant hours over the 2018 target without an increase in funding; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3158/19]

23/01/2019WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRG02000Industrial Disputes

23/01/2019WRG02100137. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans for negotiation as a 
dispute resolution regarding the threatened paramedic dispute in relation to the withdrawal of 
labour on the 22 January 2019; and the steps he will take in relation to same. [3166/19]

23/01/2019WRG02200138. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans to intervene in the para-
medic dispute to find an acceptable conclusion to both sides on the matter; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3167/19]

23/01/2019WRG02300139. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the HSE has not responded to requests by an organisation (details supplied) to 
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meet to discuss contingency plans in order to agree appropriate emergency ambulance cover 
for the day of the threatened dispute; and the action has he taken to ensure both sides meet to 
discuss such a plan. [3168/19]

23/01/2019WRG02400140. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his views on the impact the am-
bulance dispute will have on the existing significant pressures on the service particularly in the 
middle of the influenza season and the bed shortage within the health sector. [3169/19]

23/01/2019WRG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 137 to 140, 
inclusive, together.

SIPTU is recognised by the HSE and has negotiating rights for frontline ambulance grades 
employed by the Executive.  As a result, the HSE deducts subscriptions at source for those 
ambulance staff that are members of that union.  However, the National Ambulance Service 
Representative Association (NASRA) is not recognised by the HSE and, therefore, does not 
have  negotiating rights.  

Whilst individuals have a right to membership of any trade union, if they choose to join an 
association which is not recognised by their employer, such membership is not facilitated by 
their employer. This means that the HSE does not facilitate deduction of union subscriptions 
for this particular Association.  

In order to mitigate the risk of any potential disruption to service, I have been advised by 
the HSE that the National Ambulance Service had robust contingency arrangements in place 
to respond to the industrial action.  This involved ensuring the availability of the Irish Defence 
Forces to provide crewed ambulances on the day of the strike. 

It is regrettable that the Psychiatric Nurses Association has taken this action.  Whilst nego-
tiation is usually a preferred course of action, in this instance it is not  possible for the HSE to 
engage with the PNA as it is an organisation with no negotiating rights in respect of frontline 
ambulance personnel. 

23/01/2019WRG02900Drug Treatment Programmes

23/01/2019WRG03000141. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if methadone treatment facilities 
are included in the primary care centre promised for Ballyboden, Dublin 16; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3198/19]

23/01/2019WRG03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy. 

23/01/2019WRG03200Transport Support Scheme

23/01/2019WRG03300142. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the rein-
troduction of the motorised transport grant and mobility allowance; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3200/19]

23/01/2019WRG03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Deputy 
will be familiar with the background to the closure of both the Mobility Allowance and Moto-
rised Transport Grant schemes in February 2013. 
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My colleague, the Minister for Health and I brought a Memorandum to Government in May 
2018 on proposals for a new Transport Support Payment Scheme in May 2018.  Following  con-
sideration of the matter, it was decided to withdraw the Memorandum from the Cabinet Agenda 
at the time. I intend to revert to Government in due course with revised proposals to reflect 
the discussions at that Cabinet meeting and further discussions between myself and Minister 
Harris on the best way to progress the Transport Scheme.  

It is important to note that the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme operated 
by the Revenue Commissioners, remains in place. This scheme provides VRT and VAT relief, 
an exemption from road tax and a fuel grant to drivers and passengers with a disability, who 
qualify under the relevant criteria set out in governing regulations made by the Minister for 
Finance. Specifically adapted vehicles driven by persons with a disability are also exempt from 
payment of tolls on national roads and toll bridges. Transport Infrastructure Ireland has respon-
sibility for this particular scheme.

There are improvements in access to a range of transport support schemes available to 
persons with disabilities in the State and on-going work is being carried out by Government 
Departments, agencies and transport providers to further improve access to public transport ser-
vices. Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and availability of 
public transport for people with a disability.

23/01/2019WRG03500EU Directives

23/01/2019WRG03600143. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the consultation he has had 
with pharmacy representative groups in advance of the implementation of the falsified medi-
cines EU directive; if his attention has been drawn to the fact the directive may impact on the 
day to day work of the dispensing pharmacist; if he has consulted with all points of the supply 
chain of pharmaceutical drugs on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3202/19]

23/01/2019WRG03700151. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the liability arising for hospital 
pharmacists in the implementation of the European Union falsified medicines directive; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3246/19]

23/01/2019WRG03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 143 and 
151 together.

The Safety Features Delegated Regulation (EU 2016/16) provides that from February 2019, 
most prescription medicines and a very small number of non-prescription medicines will have 
to carry ‘safety features’ on their outer packaging. These safety features take the form of an 
anti-tamper device (e.g. foil seal, breakable cap) and a set of unique identifiers embedded in a 
2D barcode on the pack. 

The Delegated Regulation was finalised and published in 2016. The intervening 3 year tran-
sition period allowed time for all concerned parties to prepare well in advance of the legislation 
coming into full effect on 9th   February 2019.  Details of the requirements of the Delegated 
Regulation have been widely communicated to all sectors throughout this 3 year transition 
period. 

The Delegated Regulation is directly applicable across all EU Member States. However, a 
Statutory Instrument is being prepared to ensure that the Irish legislative system is consistent 
with the requirements of the new Regulation.  
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A copy of the draft Instrument was recently circulated as part of a targeted consultation pro-
cess. The consultation process provides a mechanism for stakeholders and interested parties to 
express concerns and to make submissions. The Department is considering all points submitted 
in the consultation, prior to finalising the Statutory Instrument.  

23/01/2019WRG03900National Children’s Hospital

23/01/2019WRG04000144. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses that 
will be needed at 25%, 50%, and 100% capacity, respectively for the new children’s hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3211/19]

23/01/2019WRG04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
Children’s Health Ireland to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

23/01/2019WRG04200National Children’s Hospital

23/01/2019WRG04300145. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses that 
indicated that they would be interested in moving to the new children’s hospital when asked in 
late 2018. [3212/19]

23/01/2019WRG04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

23/01/2019WRG04500Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

23/01/2019WRG04600146. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the details of extensions to a 
facility (details supplied) in the past eight years; the details of announcements of extensions to 
the facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3213/19]

23/01/2019WRG04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond 
to you directly in relation to this matter.

23/01/2019WRG04800Mental Health Services Data

23/01/2019WRG04900147. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of beds in a fa-
cility (details supplied); the number of persons that occupied the beds in each of the years 2009 
to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [3214/19]

23/01/2019WRG05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

23/01/2019WRG05100Primary Care Centres Provision

23/01/2019WRG05200148. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the timescale for a project 
(details supplied); the treatments and therapies that will be available; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [3215/19]

23/01/2019WRG05300149. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if there will be a pharmacy 
near a new building (details supplied). [3216/19]

23/01/2019WRG05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 148 and 
149 together.

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation 
of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRG05600HSE Planning

23/01/2019WRG05700150. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the plans the HSE has to install 
robotic dispensing systems to facilitate the implementation of the European Union falsified 
medicines directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3245/19]

23/01/2019WRG05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational/procurement mat-
ter, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this issue.

Question No. 151 answered with Question No. 143.

23/01/2019WRH00300Dental Services Data

23/01/2019WRH00400152. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health the funding for the public dental 
service in each of the years 2010 to 2018 and to date in 2019, in tabular form. [3251/19]

23/01/2019WRH00500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRH00600Orthodontic Services Provision

23/01/2019WRH00700153. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment for urgent 
orthodontic treatment will be allocated to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3266/19]

23/01/2019WRH00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRH00900Vaccination Programme

23/01/2019WRH01000154. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the high cost for persons from low income backgrounds in accessing the meningitis B vaccine 
whose children were born before 2016; his plans to address this; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3267/19]

23/01/2019WRH01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Immunisation Advisory Com-
mittee (NIAC) is an independent committee of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland 
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which is comprised of experts in a number of specialties, including infectious diseases, paediat-
rics, and public health, which makes recommendations to my Department on vaccination policy 
in Ireland.  Its recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland 
and international best practice in relation to immunisation.  NIAC continues to revise recom-
mendations so as to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast of 
changes in the patterns of disease.

On foot of a recommendation by NIAC, the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule 
was amended in 2016 to include the introduction of the Meningitis B vaccine for all babies 
born on or after 1 October 2016.  This change to the immunisation schedule took effect from 1 
December 2016.  The first dose of the vaccine is administered to children when they reach two 
months of age; a second dose is administered at four months and a third and final dose at twelve 
months.  Meningitis B disease is most common in babies under 1 year of age and the schedul-
ing of the administration of the vaccine under the immunisation programme as recommended 
by NIAC takes this into account.  

All vaccines administered through the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule are pro-
vided free of charge.  Ireland is the second country in Europe to make the Men B vaccine avail-
able free of charge as part of its national immunisation programme.  

There are no plans to introduce a catch-up programme for the Men B vaccine to older chil-
dren.  Those who have a medical card are eligible to have the vaccine administered by their 
GP free of charge.  However, the purchase of the vaccine is not covered by the medical card 
scheme.

In Ireland, the following meningitis vaccines are provided to children born on or after 1 
October 2016 as part of the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule:

- 2 months - 6-in-1, pneumococcal vaccine (PCV) and Men B;

- 4 months - 6-in-1 and Men B (Meningococcal B);

- 6 months - 6-in-1, PCV and Men C (Meningococcal C);

- 12 months - Men B;

- 13 months - Hib/Men C and PCV.

Note that the 6-in-1 vaccine contains Hib (Haemophilus influenzae b).

Adolescents are also given a Men C booster vaccine in the first year of secondary school 
against meningitis as part of the School Immunisation Programme. 

Question No. 155 withdrawn.

23/01/2019WRH01200Services for People with Disabilities

23/01/2019WRH01300156. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce additional 
residential care places for the disabled adults of senior citizens; the number of such residential 
care places he hopes to add in 2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3270/19]

23/01/2019WRH01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
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empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRH01500Hospital Waiting Lists Action Plans

23/01/2019WRH01600157. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking or will 
undertake to further reduce the outpatient waiting lists in dermatology at University Hospital 
Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3273/19]

23/01/2019WRH01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Improving access to hospital treatment is a 
key priority for government. Budget 2019 announced a funding increase from €55 million to 
€75 million to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) to provide treatment for patients.   

My Department is working closely with the NTPF and the HSE to finalise a Scheduled Care 
Access Plan for inpatients/day case and outpatients for 2019. In this regard, the NTPF and the 
HSE will continue to work closely with Hospital Groups, inviting proposals to improve access 
for patients waiting for either Inpatient/Daycase or Outpatient procedures. 

In relation to, steps to further reduce outpatient waiting lists in dermatology at University 
Hospital Waterford, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

23/01/2019WRH01800Medical Card Eligibility

23/01/2019WRH01900158. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) had their medical card taken away; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3279/19]

23/01/2019WRH02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

23/01/2019WRH02100Hospital Waiting Lists

23/01/2019WRH02200159. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment for a knee replacement; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3282/19]

23/01/2019WRH02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
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uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

23/01/2019WRH02400Dental Services 

23/01/2019WRH02500160. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding dental 
services for medical card holders; the reason medical card holders are reportedly only entitled 
to two fillings a year; the reason they are not entitled to a clean and polish; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3302/19]

23/01/2019WRH02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental treatments to medical card holders. In 2010 the range of treatments 
provided under the Scheme was reduced in order to cap expenditure at the 2008 level of €63 
million. Expenditure on the DTSS in 2018 was approximately €58.7 million. 

Services currently available annually, without prior approval of the local HSE Principal 
Dental Surgeon, include an examination, two fillings and emergency extractions. Other more 
complex care is also provided some of which requires prior approval of the Principal Dental 
Surgeon. Patients with special needs and high risk patients can avail of a broader range of 
treatments including a scale and polish on approval of the Principal Dental Surgeon. The HSE 
continues to monitor the operation of the DTSS to ensure the most beneficial, effective and ef-
ficient use of available resources

The national approach to future oral health service provision will be informed by the Na-
tional Oral Health Policy, which is currently being finalised and which I expect will be pub-
lished shortly.

The aim of the policy is to develop a model of care that will enable preventative approach-
es to be prioritised, improve access, and support interventions appropriate to current and fu-
ture oral health needs.

23/01/2019WRH02700National Treatment Purchase Fund

23/01/2019WRH02800161. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if treatment for a person (details 
supplied) will be scheduled under the National Treatment Purchase Fund in view of the fact that 
the person has been awaiting essential surgery for more than 12 months.  [3306/19]

23/01/2019WRH02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting time for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for the Government. 

The 2019 Scheduled Care Access Plan is currently being finalised by my Department and 
will set out HSE activity levels to reduce waiting lists across specialties and improve access. 
The Access Plan will also set out activity levels for the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) who, following an increase in funding in Budget 2019 to €75 million, will supply ad-
ditionality to HSE activity by arranging both insourced and outsourced appointments and treat-
ments to reduce waiting times experienced by patients. 
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The Access Plan is being developed to ensure an appropriate balance between high volume 
activities and offering treatment to complex long waiting patients. The NTPF will do this by 
inviting public hospitals to seek solutions for very long waiters either in the private sector or 
through insourcing. 

Under the Waiting List Action Plan the NTPF have committed to make offers of treatment to 
patients waiting for one of 50 high-volume procedures including hip replacement. The longest 
waiting patients who are clinically suitable for outsourcing for one of these targeted procedures 
will be offered treatment in 2019.   

In terms of treatment offers, the NTPF authorises public hospitals to offer outsourced treat-
ment to clinically suitable long waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day case waiting list 
for surgery, having been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment by a consultant/
specialist at an outpatient clinic. NTPF authorisations are made in respect of the longest waiting 
patients first.

In terms of the specific patient query raised,  I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

23/01/2019WRH03000Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRH03100162. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of regular grade 
civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; the number of specialist 
grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made available in advance of Brexit 
for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [3323/19]

23/01/2019WRH03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department has not hired any regular 
grade or specialist grade civil servants specifically in respect of a no-deal Brexit. Eleven roles 
have been identified as specifically related to general preparations for Brexit.  Other Brexit pre-
paratory work is being undertaken throughout the Department as part of the work of existing 
roles within various business Units. Staffing for Brexit preparations is being funded through 
the Department’s general payroll budget and no specific allocation has been set aside for Brexit 
staffing outside of that.

23/01/2019WRH03300National Children’s Hospital

23/01/2019WRH03400163. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy of the 
final project brief for the new national children’s hospital and the definitive business case for the 
hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3347/19]

23/01/2019WRH03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The final project brief  and the definitive 
business case for the new children’s hospital  were produced by  the National Paediatric Hospi-
tal Development Board and I have asked the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board  
to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

23/01/2019WRH03600National Children’s Hospital

23/01/2019WRH03700164. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if organisations (details sup-
plied) were the construction cost advisers on the national children’s hospital project; the amount 
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paid to each for services rendered to date; if they are still being retained as cost advisers; if so, 
when the contract is due to expire; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3348/19]

23/01/2019WRH03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter, I have asked 
the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board to respond to you directly, as soon as pos-
sible.

23/01/2019WRH03900Services for People with Disabilities

23/01/2019WRH04000165. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when funding will be pro-
vided and a facility put in place for vulnerable persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3360/19]

23/01/2019WRH04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to  service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRH04200Nursing Staff

23/01/2019WRH04300166. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the way in which he plans 
to show support for nurses (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3364/19]

23/01/2019WRH04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Last year, in line with that Public Service 
Stability Agreement, in September, the Public Service Pay Commission concluded a review 
in respect of key health service grades, including nurses.  Also, in line with the Public Service 
Agreement, the Government concluded negotiations on new entrant pay with public service 
unions.  

The Public Service Pay Commission recommendations would see Specialist Qualification 
and Location Allowances for nurses increased by 20% and would see them extended to ma-
ternity services. In addition, the Commission recommended that eligibility requirements for 
Senior Staff Nurse /Midwife be reduced from 20 to 17 years.

With regard to new entrant pay, the Government has made proposals to address this issue 
which will benefit approximately 10,000 nurses to the value of around €3,000 each. 

It is clear that these measures would improve the overall pay package for the majority of 
nurses and midwives.  They show that the Public Service Stability Agreement and the related 
negotiation process are delivering significant improvements for nurses.  

In terms of the current dispute, what is being sought is in effect a pay increase to the value 
of approximately 12%.  Both unions are signed up to the Public Service Stability Agreement, 
which precludes pay claims and commits the parties to maintaining industrial peace.  Any reso-
lution will need to be within the parameters of the PSSA.  
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Despite a number of engagements between health sector management and the INMO and 
PNA, it has not been possible to make progress.  The unions have now referred the dispute to 
the WRC Conciliation Services.  The WRC engagement is scheduled to commence on 23 Janu-
ary and management will attend.  There still remains time to reach an agreement which could 
avert this dispute and I would urge the parties to continue to engage. 

23/01/2019WRH04500Hospital Waiting Lists

23/01/2019WRH04600167. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the length of time a person 
(details supplied) will be waiting for an operation; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3380/19]

23/01/2019WRH04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

23/01/2019WRH04800Primary Care Centres

23/01/2019WRH04900168. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the services available at a 
primary care centre (details supplied) in County Roscommon; and the number of general prac-
titioners and other medical professionals based in the centre. [3413/19]

23/01/2019WRH05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRH05100Health Services Staff Data

23/01/2019WRH05200169. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of assaults that 
have been recorded against front line staff, that is, nurses, doctors, social workers, ambulance 
staff and other health professionals in each of the years 2008 to 2018, by hospital, geographic 
location and profession in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3414/19]

23/01/2019WRH05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

23/01/2019WRH05400Primary Care Centres Data
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23/01/2019WRH05500170. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the operational status of all pri-
mary care centres, that is, under construction, planning phase, opened and so on; the healthcare 
and medical staff working in each operational primary care centre by centre and occupation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3415/19]

23/01/2019WRH05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the HSE has responsibility for the pro-
vision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Primary 
Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRH05700Health Action Plan

23/01/2019WRH05800171. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementa-
tion of the national physical activity plan; the progress to date on implementing each of the rec-
ommendations contained in the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3416/19]

23/01/2019WRH05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Significant 
progress has been made on the implementation of the National Physical Activity Plan (NPAP) 
since its publication in 2016. Progress is overseen by an Implementation Group (IG), which 
is co-chaired by the Departments of Health and Transport, Tourism and Sport.  The NPAP IG 
includes representation from the Departments of Education and Skills, Children and Youth 
Affairs, Housing, Planning and Local Government, Sport Ireland, the HSE, the LGMA and re-
searchers. The NPAP IG is also supported by two sub-groups with regard to Action Areas Two 
and Seven; Children and Young People and Research, Monitoring and Evaluation. 

Implementation to date is concentrating on a range of activities including: 

- Incorporation of physical activity as a key element of the Healthy Ireland Communications 
Campaign;   

- Supporting the Department of Education and Skills in provision of physical activity 
and physical education in school, including expansion of the Active School Flag programme 
to post-primary schools, launch of the Daily Mile and support for the new Leaving Cert and 
Senior Cycle PE curricula, including the development of the Phyz app to support SCPE. 

- Extension of Community Sport and Physical Activity Hubs (by Sport Ireland through Lo-
cal Sports Partnerships); 

- Continued expansion of  community walking groups under the Get Ireland Walking Strat-
egy; 

- Support for the European Week of Sport and Physical Activity, an annual week in Septem-
ber with over 500 events nationwide including the Great Dublin Bike Ride and National Fitness 
Day (led by Sport Ireland, supported by Healthy Ireland and other key stakeholders, including 
Ireland Active); 

- Engagement with key stakeholders to progress actions aimed at increasing national partici-
pation in physical activity: a multi-disciplinary Stakeholder Forum on the Built Environment 
was held in November, 2018, to support key actions in both the Obesity Policy and Physical 
Activity Plan; 

- Co-ordination of the aims and objectives of the NPAP with the new Sports Policy. 

- Progressing research into effective physical activity interventions; for example, the Move 
for Life, Y-Path, Healthy Ireland Demonstration Project and Ireland’s Physical Activity Re-
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search Collaboration are all ongoing. Sport Ireland and the ESRI are progressing a review and 
follow-up intervention on physical activity in disadvantaged areas 

- Research and monitoring of population physical activity levels are progressing, with pre-
NPAP baselines collated and further surveys conducted by the Irish Sports Monitor, Healthy 
Ireland Survey, Children’s Sport 

Participation and Physical Activity Study (CSPPA), The Irish Longitudinal Study on Age-
ing (TILDA), Health Behaviours in School Children (HBSC) and others. Recent iterations of 
CSPPA and HBSC are scheduled to be published in 2019; the 2019 Healthy Ireland Survey (to 
be published in October) also contains a module on physical activity and inactivity. 

In summary, many of the key actions in the Plan have been significantly progressed, with 
some completed. Both a summary Progress Report and a full Implementation Report were pub-
lished in 2017 and can be viewed on the Healthy Ireland website, healthyireland.ie 

An updated Summary and Implementation Report will be published online in Q1, 2019. 

Implementation of the NPAP has been supported from various sources, including the De-
partments listed above, Sport Ireland, the HSE and the Healthy Ireland Fund. 

23/01/2019WRJ00200Hospital Beds Data

23/01/2019WRJ00300172. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the additional beds opened 
under the winter plan; the hospitals in which these beds were located; the number that were 
open in each hospital in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3419/19]

23/01/2019WRJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As Minister for Health, I recognise that hos-
pitals are increasingly operating at or above capacity, with year-round demand pressures that 
are further challenged over the winter months. It is against this background that the Health Ser-
vice Capacity Review 2018 recommended an increase in acute hospitals beds of over 2,600 by 
2031 to support the projected increase in demand for services in the years ahead. 

Increasing capacity is therefore a priority for the Government. Over the past 12 months, an 
additional 240 beds have been opened.

The HSE’s National Service Plan for 2019 provides for a comprehensive capacity pro-
gramme for 2019.  The main elements of the programme are: 

- 78 additional beds are scheduled to come on stream by the end of Quarter 1 and Quarter 
2  of 2019, including the 40 bed modular build in South Tipperary General Hospital and the 30-
bed ward in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda; 

- 75 acute beds and 70 community beds are scheduled to come on stream in early 2019, as 
part of the Winter Plan 2018/19;  

- Preparation of 202 beds, of which 16 are critical care, during 2019, with a view to bringing 
this extra capacity into operation in the first quarter of 2020. 

Of the 75 acute beds to be opened as part of the Winter Plan 2018/19, the HSE have con-
firmed that 40 beds have been opened to date and the remainder are due to come on stream in 
early 2019. As requested by the Deputy, a table of the hospital sites where beds are due to open 
under the Winter Plan is attached, and includes the number of beds opened at each hospital site 
to date.
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Hospital 
Group / 
CHO 

- - Site - Type of 
bed 

- - Number 
of beds 
planned 

Number 
of beds 
opened 
to date 

SSW Cork 
University 
Hosptial 

Inpatient 5 5 

SSW South 
Infirma-
ry (SI-
VUH) 

Inpatient 3 

IE Colmcil-
les 

Inpatient 8 

DM Tallaght Inpatient 6 6 
RCSI Connolly Inpatient 20 20 
Saolta Galway 

University 
Hospital 

Inpatient 4 4 

Saolta Merlin 
Park 

Inpatient 4 

SSW UH Wa-
terford 

Inpatient 6 

DM Midland 
Regional 
Hospital 
Tul-
lamore 

Inpatient 6 

UL University 
Hospital 
Limerick 

Inpatient 8 5 

Saolta Letter-
kenny 
UH 

Inpatient 5 

Total acute 
beds Win-
ter Plan 
2018/2019 

75 40 

23/01/2019WRJ00500Hospital Beds Data

23/01/2019WRJ00600173. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the additional beds opened in 
Cavan Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3420/19]

23/01/2019WRJ00700174. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the additional beds opened in 
Monaghan Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3421/19]

23/01/2019WRJ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 173 and 
174 together.

As Minister for Health, I recognise that hospitals are increasingly operating at or above 
capacity, with year-round demand pressures that are further challenged over the winter months. 
It is against this background that the Health Service Capacity Review 2018 recommended an 
increase in acute hospitals beds of over 2,600 by 2031 to support the projected increase in de-
mand for services in the years ahead. 
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Increasing capacity is therefore a priority for the Government. Over the past 12 months, an 
additional 240 beds have been opened.

 A Capacity Programme for 2019 has been agreed  which provides for the following in-
creases to capacity, as set out in the National Service Plan 2019: 

- 78 additional beds are planned for Quarter 1 of 2019, including the 40-bed modular build 
in South Tipperary General Hospital and the 30-bed ward in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital 
Drogheda; 

- 75 acute beds and 70 community beds to come on stream in 2019, as part of the Winter 
Plan 2018/19;

- preparation of 202 beds, of which 16 are critical care, by quarter 4 2019 with a view to 
bringing this extra capacity into operation in the first quarter of 2020. 

While no additional beds opened in Monaghan Hospital or in Cavan General Hospital in 
the last 12 months, 5 additional beds in Monaghan Hospital are included in the 202 beds due to 
come on stream in the 1st quarter of 2020. 

The RCSI Hospital Group, which includes both Cavan General Hospital and Monaghan 
Hospital, has identified the need for development of the resuscitation area in Cavan Emergency 
Department. Future investment in Cavan General Hospital will be considered within the overall 
acute hospital infrastructure programme, the prioritised needs of the hospital groups and within 
the overall capital envelope available to the health service.

23/01/2019WRJ01000HSE Planning

23/01/2019WRJ01100175. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of winter ready 
clinics opened under the winter plan; the location of the clinics; the number of staff based in 
each clinic; the number of patient visitors that have attended each of these clinics to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3422/19]

23/01/2019WRJ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As part of the Winter plan 2018/19, the HSE 
has focussed efforts on  admission avoidance along with optimised patient flow and facilitated 
discharges in order to support the management of the winter surge in illness requiring  admis-
sion.

The purpose of Winter Ready  Services/ Clinics is to take every opportunity to make sure 
that at-risk  patients have prepared themselves for winter, that they have had their flu  vaccine, 
pneumococcal vaccine, checking that they are using their medications and devices correctly 
(e.g. nebulisers, inhalers), that they are aware of the  effects of winter weather on their condition 
and that they have a management  plan should they become unwell. 

Winter ready advice and  management is being delivered via Community Healthcare Organ-
isations using the  ‘Make every contact count’ approach which aims to maximise the benefits to 
the  patient and best use existing resources. These at-risk patients are already in  contact with 
health services with specialist staff such as a COPD outreach  nurses, Community Intervention 
Teams and Public Health Nursing who are  delivering this service. Additionally Waterford and 
Cork are both opening specific Winter Clinics for Respiratory COPD / Breathlessness assess-
ment,  diagnosis and management.

In relation to the specific query raised about the location, staffing and patients who have 
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attended the clinics, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly.   

23/01/2019WRJ01300Hospitals Discharges

23/01/2019WRJ01400176. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the statistics for failed dis-
charges in UHK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3431/19]

23/01/2019WRJ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

23/01/2019WRJ01600Fishing Vessel Licences

23/01/2019WRJ01700177. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
recent announcement to ban fishing vessels over 18 metres from fishing inside the six mile limit 
will apply to mussel dredgers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3157/19]

23/01/2019WRJ01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I announced 
the outcome of the review of trawling activity inside the 6 nautical mile zone on 21st Decem-
ber 2018 following an extensive public consultation period which spanned from 30 April until 
11 June 2018 and attracted over nine hundred submissions with a wide diversity of views ex-
pressed. The submissions are published on the Department’s website.

I  carefully considered the issues raised during the public consultation process and, follow-
ing a detailed evaluation,  decided to exclude trawling by fishing vessels over 18 metres from 
inshore waters inside the six nautical mile zone and the baselines from 1 January 2020.  This 
refers to overall length of the vessel and applies to trawling activities only.

Based on my assessment, I consider that there is a compelling case for excluding trawling 
by large vessels in coastal waters inside six nautical miles. I am satisfied that there are sufficient 
fishing opportunities for these vessels outside of six nautical miles.  I also believe that these 
actions will provide wider ecosystem benefits, including for nursery areas and juvenile fish 
stocks. I am very conscious of the exclusive reliance of small scale and island fishermen on in-
shore waters and the benefits this change will bring for those fishermen and I firmly believe that 
this will, in the medium term, provide ecosystem and nursery stock benefits for all fishermen.

I am also mindful of the opportunity these measures will provide for further sustainable 
development of the small scale inshore and the sea angling sectors, which the Government has 
committed to in the Programme for a Partnership Government.

I also announced that there will be a transition period to 2022 for vessels over 18 metres 
targeting sprat. This transition is in order to allow a period of adjustment for these vessels, as 
this fishery is concentrated inside the 6 nautical mile zone. I have asked BIM to offer affected 
vessel owners technical assistance to adjust to other fisheries during the transition process.

Vessels over 18 metres  will continue to be permitted inside 6 nautical miles to trawl for 
sprat only until 2022. A total allowable catch of up to 2,000 tonnes, reflecting a reduction on 
recent years, will be permitted for these vessels during 2020, reducing to 1,000 tonnes in 2021. 
All trawling activity by vessels over 18 metres vessels for sprat, inside the 6 mile limit, will end 
from the beginning of 2022.   

The exclusion applies to trawling by vessels over 18 metres inside 6 nautical miles only.  
The reports prepared and the consultation paper did not examine other fishing activities such as 
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dredging.  In referring to mussel dredgers, I understand that the Deputy is referring to the activ-
ity of fishing for mussel seed which is gathered from wild seed beds and subsequently relaid 
on seabed farms on behalf of aquaculture operators for on-growing to marketable size.  Mussel 
seed fishing is already subject to a number of restrictions including prior authorisation, amounts 
which may be taken, limits on the fishing season and specific curtailments in the case of Natura 
2000 conservation sites.   

23/01/2019WRJ01900Agriculture Scheme Payments

23/01/2019WRJ02000178. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when payment in respect of a scheme will issue to a farmer (details supplied) in County Cork. 
[3193/19]

23/01/2019WRJ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named applied for investments under the Young Farmer Capital Investment Scheme of TAMS 
II and the application was approved on 4 July 2017.  The applicant submitted a claim for pay-
ment on 9 January 2019, which is currently being processed. 

23/01/2019WRJ02200Sheep Imports

23/01/2019WRJ02300179. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 247 of 14 of November 2018, when a reply will issue; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3201/19]

23/01/2019WRJ02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A reply to the 
question referred to by the Deputy was issued to the Deputy’s Office on the 18th of December 
2018. A copy of the letter has been issued by my Office today. 

23/01/2019WRJ02500Sheep Imports

23/01/2019WRJ02600180. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department records sheep that are imported at the point of entry; if not, the point at which they 
are recorded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3206/19]

23/01/2019WRJ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The intra EU 
movement of animals is recorded on the Trade Control and Expert System (TRACES), which 
is the EU-wide online management tool for all sanitary requirements on intra-EU trade and 
importation of animals, semen and embryo, food, feed and plants.  Imports of live animals are 
recorded on TRACES by the competent authority of the country of origin on the point of exit.   

23/01/2019WRJ02800Forestry Premium Payments

23/01/2019WRJ02900181. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
breakdown of forestry premiums paid on forestry in County Leitrim under the categories of 
premiums paid to farmers and landowners that live in County Leitrim and premiums paid to 
others that do not live in the county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3209/19]

23/01/2019WRJ03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Forestry 
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Scheme is voluntary for all landowners and it’s a matter for them as to whether they wish to 
avail of the grants and premiums available. The current Forestry Programme does not differ-
entiate between a “farmer” and “non-farmer” but targets funding at all landowners who wish 
to convert lands to forestry.  It is important to note that the non-farmer category also includes 
recently retired farmers and the family members of existing farmers who may also be living 
locally. 

In 2018, my Department paid  a total of €2.7 million in forestry annual premiums for for-
ests planted in Co. Leitrim. The breakdown of those payments to forest owners, by category, is 
shown in the table below and demonstrates that nearly 80% of payments went to farmers.   

Co. Leitrim: Breakdown of 2018 Forestry Premiums Paid
 - Amount paid in € % of total premiums paid
Premiums paid to farmers 
who live in Co. Leitrim

1,344,308 49%

Premiums paid to farmers 
who live outside Co. Leitrim

802,762 29%

Premiums paid to forest 
owners (non-farmers) who 
live in Co. Leitrim

174,762 6%

Premiums paid to forest 
owners (non-farmers) who 
live outside Co. Leitrim

409,894 15%

TOTAL Premiums paid 
2018

2,731,726 100%

23/01/2019WRJ03100Beef Quality Assurance Scheme

23/01/2019WRJ03200182. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of tonnes of beef produced on quality assured farms in each of the years 2016 
to 2018; the number of tonnes deemed ineligible for the quality assurance payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3256/19]

23/01/2019WRJ03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In reference 
to participation in the Bord Bia Quality assurance scheme for beef, the number of beef farms 
participating in Bord Bia’s Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance Scheme (SBLAS) has been 
growing steadily in recent years, reflecting stronger demand coming from the marketplace for 
Quality Assured product.

There are now over 50,000 herdowners in the country who are members of SBLAS. My De-
partment has carried out a review of cattle throughput at export meat plants and local abattoirs 
and this is the data currently available. Based on this review, SBLAS member-farms accounted 
for 1.55 million cattle supplied for slaughter in 2016: representing 90.4% of the total national 
figure of 1.72 million. In 2017, the share of cattle that came from SBLAS farms grew to 91.4%, 
or 1.67 million out of a total of 1.83 million slaughterings in total. The figures for 2018 are not 
yet available, but a further small increase is expected in the share coming from SBLAS farms.

The Quality Payment System (QPS) to which the Deputy’s question also refers  is a pay-
ment mechanism whereby a price is determined and paid by processors to farmer suppliers. As 
this is a commercial matter between processors and farmers, my Department has no role in its 
operation and does not consequently collect data on it.  
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23/01/2019WRJ03400Animal Slaughtering Standards

23/01/2019WRJ03500183. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the regulatory with which inspections were carried out by departmental personnel on weighing 
equipment in livestock processing plants in each of the years 2016 to 2018; the number found 
to be out of calibration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3257/19]

23/01/2019WRJ03600184. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the regulatory with which weighing equipment in livestock processing plants is required to 
be independently calibrated to ensure the accuracy of these machines is kept to a high standard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3258/19]

23/01/2019WRJ03700185. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the regulatory with which a grading machine in a beef processing factory is required to be 
independently calibrated to ensure its accuracy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3259/19]

23/01/2019WRJ03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 183 to 185, inclusive, together.

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/1184 of 20 April 2017 governs the moni-
toring of carcase classification, carcase presentation and weighing.  It specifies how on-the-spot 
checks shall be carried out in all slaughterhouses applying compulsory carcase classification. 

According to this legislation, on-the-spot checks shall be performed in all slaughterhouses 
which slaughter 150 or more bovine animals per week at least twice every three months.

The legislation stipulates that each on-the-spot check shall relate to at least 40 carcasses 
selected at random. 

In 2018, the Department conducted almost 550 unannounced, on-the-spot  inspections in 32 
factories on classification, carcase presentation and weights (616 inspections in 2016 and 628 
in 2017). This is an average of 20 inspections per factory per year, which significantly exceeds 
the legal minimum requirement of 8 inspections per year. 

At each inspection an average of 85 carcasses were inspected for correct classification and 
carcase presentation. The legal minimum requirement is 40 carcasses per inspection.

The weighing of a carcase is governed by SI 363/2010. It states that the factory shall check 
and record the accuracy of the weighing scales used for the purposes of weighing a carcase if 
requested by an authorised officer. For the purposes of determining the accuracy of its weigh-
ing scales the factory must possess a set of calibrated weights, totalling not less than 260 kg in 
weight. These calibrated weights are used by an authorised officer to determine the accuracy 
of the scales at each inspection. These inspections are in addition to the daily scales checks 
that each factory conducts before production.

There were no issues regarding weighing systems discovered at inspections from 2016 – 
2018.

23/01/2019WRJ04100Animal Slaughtering Data

23/01/2019WRJ04200186. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if a food business operator in a slaughter plant can access information on an animal that is 
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not being presented for slaughter by a herd keeper; the information the operator can see relating 
to other animals in the herd on the animal identification and movement system when accessing 
information on an animal being presented for slaughter by a herd keeper; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3260/19]

23/01/2019WRJ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Each animal 
consigned by a keeper to a Food Business Operator (FBO) is accompanied by its passport. The 
FBO has access on the AIMS to information on the specific animals presented for slaughter 
by herd keepers, such as the date of birth, breed, gender and disease history and this informa-
tion is available on the animal’s passport.

It is the responsibility of the keeper to present the correct passports for the consignment of 
cattle for slaughter to an FBO. 

The procedure for an FBO to obtain information on any specific animal is by entry of the tag 
number on the presented passport whereupon information on that animal is released by AIMS.  
An FBO does not have any facility to search by herd number.

 

23/01/2019WRJ04400Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Pilot

23/01/2019WRJ04500187. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the same compliance requirements in relation to CAP will apply to the new beef environmental 
economic pilot scheme in view of the fact it is an incentive for suckler farmers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3274/19]

23/01/2019WRJ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Beef En-
vironmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP) will target the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and 
calves - measuring the liveweight of the calf at weaning as a percentage of the cow’s live 
weight.  One of the aims of the pilot scheme is to make it as simple as possible for farmers.

All applications for support and payment claims will be subject to administrative checks, 
cross-checks and any other controls deemed necessary, before payments are made.  Applicants 
will also be required to facilitate any administrative and on-the-spot checks on-farm which the 
Department deems necessary.  Cross compliance penalties will not be applied to payments un-
der BEEP as it is an exchequer funded pilot.  State aid de-minimises rules will apply.  Further 
information will be available on the terms and conditions when the scheme is launched.

23/01/2019WRJ04700Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme Funding

23/01/2019WRJ04800188. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of funding allocated for the new beef environmental economic pilot scheme in 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3275/19]

23/01/2019WRJ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In the Bud-
get 2019, I secured an allocation of €20 million for the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot 
(BEEP).  This measure is targeted at suckler farmers and is aimed at further improving the eco-
nomic and environmental efficiency of beef production.

The Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP) will target the weaning efficiency of suck-
ler cows and calves by measuring the liveweight of the calf at weaning as a percentage of the 
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cow’s liveweight. This data will be used to target improvements on a herd basis by giving the 
farmer detailed feedback on the performance of individual animals. The data collected will also 
be a valuable addition to Ireland’s already impressive database on cattle genomics.

This measure builds on existing measures aimed at enhancing the sustainability and carbon 
efficiency of the national suckler herd.  Further details on the pilot will issue shortly.

23/01/2019WRJ05000Young Farmers Scheme

23/01/2019WRJ05100189. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of participants in the young farmers scheme for 2017 and 2018, per county in tabular 
form; if there are proposed changes planned to streamline the terms and conditions of this 
scheme for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3276/19]

23/01/2019WRJ05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The number 
of participants in the Young Farmers Scheme per county for 2017 and 2018 is set out in the fol-
lowing table:

County 2017 Young Farmers 
Scheme participants

2018 Young Farmers 
Scheme participants

Carlow 134 110
Cavan 369 356
Clare 374 361
Cork 1,030 1,016
Donegal 378 332
Dublin 38 41
Galway 773 785
Kerry 493 467
Kildare 134 129
Kilkenny 311 290
Laois 274 271
Leitrim 242 219
Limerick 360 340
Longford 151 150
Louth 92 86
Mayo 704 710
Meath 251 248
Monaghan 223 206
Offaly 250 251
Roscommon 359 338
Sligo 214 201
Tipperary 494 465
Waterford 236 221
Westmeath 184 178
Wexford 358 334
Wicklow 158 140
Some 95% of applications under the 2018 Young Farmers Scheme are finalised.  The ap-
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plications that remain outstanding are cases where the Department is working with individual 
applicants where outstanding information is required to finally process the application or where 
the required administrative and on-farm checks are required to be completed to determine eli-
gibility for participation in the scheme in 2018.

The full Terms and Conditions of the 2019 Young Farmers Scheme will be made available 
when the scheme launches for online applications in early February.  It is expected that the 
terms and conditions will be consistent with those that applied in 2017 and 2018.

23/01/2019WRJ05300Common Agricultural Policy

23/01/2019WRJ05400190. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
level of preparatory work which has been carried out in relation to the reform of CAP 2020; the 
control national governments will have in the reformed scheme; if there will be a move away 
from compliance to take account of more local realities to help create more sustainable farming 
for persons in rural areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3277/19]

23/01/2019WRJ05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The new regu-
lations for the CAP 2021-27 were launched on Friday 1 June 2018 by Commissioner Hogan. 
The proposals, as drafted, involve significant changes, including in relation to governance, the 
distribution of direct payments among farmers and the increasing environmental conditional-
ity attaching to such payments. These proposals are complex and we are now in the middle of 
intensive and challenging negotiations for the next CAP 2021-27.  

Consideration of the CAP proposals is ongoing at EU level.  Since the legislative proposals 
were launched in June 2018 a total of 25 Working Group meetings have taken place under the 
Austrian Presidency.    The proposals are also discussed at the Special Committee of Agricul-
ture meetings on a regular basis.  In addition, CAP post 2020 is also a standing agenda item at 
every Agri-Fish Council meeting where I have discussed the CAP proposals extensively with 
my Agriculture Ministerial colleagues.  

The Romanian Presidency outlined an equally intensive programme of Working Group 
meetings to discuss specific aspects of the CAP proposals for the duration of their Presidency.  
I will have a further opportunity to discuss the proposals at the upcoming Agri-Fish Council on 
Monday 28 January.  

I have always sought to have a broad consultation on these proposals.  In February 2018, I 
launched my Department’s public consultation process which included six meetings with stake-
holders across the country.  In addition, I hosted a Conference in July 2018 on the new CAP 
legislative proposals for interested stakeholders, including farm bodies, state agencies and the 
environmental pillar. The outcome from the consultation process and the stakeholder confer-
ence is feeding into the Department’s on-going analysis and policy response to the proposals.  

This was a timely opportunity to bring all interested stakeholders together for a constructive 
discussion on the future CAP. The range of speakers came from the political sphere, from the 
European Commission, and from my Department.  The conference was a very useful opportu-
nity to hear the views of the many stakeholders involved.

Since then there have been ongoing informal consultations with stakeholders, including 
farm bodies, state agencies and the environmental pillar. The new delivery model requires 
Member States to submit their draft CAP Strategic Plan to the Commission for approval before 
the deadline of 1 January 2020 covering Pillar I and Pillar II expenditure.   The CAP Strategic 
Plan will allow Member States the flexibility to design measures that are best suited to their 
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own strategic needs within parameters laid down in Council Regulations.   

My Department is working towards the 1 January 2020 deadline. The process of developing 
the draft Cap Strategic Plan will be a complex process, involving a Strength, Weakness, Op-
portunity and Threat (SWOT) analysis, a needs assessment, scheme design, ex ante evaluation 
including a Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment.  The establish-
ment of a Monitoring Committee including representatives from the key stakeholders, relevant 
Government Departments and agencies and the EU Commission is a requirement under the cur-
rent draft proposals. The Committee will oversee progress on the implementation of schemes in 
the current Rural Development Programme (RDP)  and will continue to have a role in the next 
programming period.

I am open to working with the new delivery model and welcome the move to a more stra-
tegic performance based approach.  This new framework must be based on system which pro-
vides simplification for all. The new CAP proposals will be a key support in enhancing the 
competitiveness of the agri-food sector, achieving more sustainable management of natural 
resources and ensuring a more balanced development of rural areas.  The negotiations for the 
CAP post 2020 are still ongoing and I will continue to seek to secure the best possible outcome 
for the Irish agri-food sector.

23/01/2019WRJ05600GLAS Eligibility

23/01/2019WRJ05700191. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
lands designated as habitats are eligible for GLAS; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3278/19]

23/01/2019WRJ05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): All land 
farmed that is designated as habitat under the Birds or Habitats Directives and all commonage 
land is not only eligible for GLAS but was afforded priority access to the scheme. The GLAS 
terms and conditions and detailed specifications outline the criteria that must be met in order for 
land to be eligible for the action.

The scheme is now fully subscribed and closed to new applications.

23/01/2019WRK00200Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRK00300192. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal 
Brexit; the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made 
available in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3313/19]

23/01/2019WRK00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is participating very actively in the Whole-of-Government approach to preparedness and 
contingency planning for Brexit. My officials are working closely with colleagues in other 
Departments and agencies across the public service to develop a joint approach in relation to 
the implementation at ports and airports of import controls on products coming from the UK. In 
July 2018, and again in September 2018, a number of decisions were made at Cabinet relating 
to Brexit preparedness and contingency planning, including the phased recruitment of staff, as 
required. The Government has already sanctioned in the region of €4m for the commencement 
of a phased process for the recruitment of additional staff to carry out increased volumes of 
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import controls and export certification arising from Brexit.

 The aforementioned requirements are significant, and arise in relation to the carrying out of 
documentary, identity and physical checks on imports of animals, plants, and products of ani-
mal and plant origin, as set out in EU legislation. The Department has carried out an extensive 
analysis exercise, based on examination of trade and container movement data, together with 
close consultation with stakeholder organisations and individual companies, to establish as best 
we can the likely volumes of controls that will need to be carried out. This has been a difficult 
exercise, given the lack of detailed data as a result of the UK’s participation in the Single Mar-
ket up to this point, but we have based our assumptions and planning on what we believe are 
reasonable estimates of the likely volumes.

 On staffing, we have used this data analysis exercise to guide our planning in relation to 
putting in place the staff that will be required to carry out the range of controls needed. These 
controls are carried out by a combination of portal inspectorate staff and where necessary, the 
appropriate veterinary and technical supervision, as well as administrative staff not located at 
the ports. The Department is working very effectively with Customs and others to provide the 
resources needed to apply the necessary controls.  

 In general, the Department will look to recruit and redeploy as well as engage temporary 
flexible solutions where appropriate and as necessary. Veterinary supervision will be provided 
with respect to products of animal origin by a combination of: veterinary inspectors currently 
on recruitment panels,  where we are in the process of engaging with 37 remaining on current 
panels; new recruitment competitions; redeployment within the department on a temporary 
basis if necessary and the possible engagement of contracted service arrangements as required.

 The Department is also drawing from a pool of applicants for Portal Inspector posts and 
from redeployed volunteers from within the Department to conduct some of the necessary 
checks. Candidates for these roles will be interviewed in February to provide capacity in Dublin 
Port and Rosslare for the engagement of 70 Clerical Portal Inspectors, and a significant pool of 
additional applicants is available for interview as needed.

 The Department can also draw from a pool of applicants for Technical Agricultural Officers 
for plant health checks. The Department continue to engage with PAS re the aforementioned 
options as well as other required grades such as Assistant Agricultural Officers as well as back 
up administrative staff in traditional administrative civil service grades.

 Overall, I am confident that the state will be in a position to deliver the services required in 
terms of both imports and exports at the appropriate time.

23/01/2019WRK00500Grant Aid

23/01/2019WRK00600193. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there are loans available to farmers that are required to upgrade farm buildings to comply with 
the regulations of his Department (details supplied). [3351/19]

23/01/2019WRK00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): One of my 
priorities is to improve access to finance for the agri-food sector.  Food Wise 2025 identifies 
competitiveness as a key theme and includes a recommendation that stakeholders work to “im-
prove access to finance for agriculture, forestry and seafood producers and agri-food compa-
nies”.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme has been developed by my Department and the Depart-
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ment of Business, Enterprise and Innovation in partnership with the Department of Finance, the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and the European Investment Fund (EIF).  It 
will be delivered through participating finance providers and make up to €300 million of invest-
ment loans available to eligible Irish businesses, including farmers and the agri-food & seafood 
sectors. The loans will be competitively priced and will be for terms of 8-10 years and will sup-
port strategic long-term investment in a post-Brexit environment.

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and new entrant farmers, especially the 
cohort who do not have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-scale farmers, who 
often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking institu-
tion.

The fund is leveraged by exchequer funding of €62 million, of which 40% or some €25mil-
lion has been provided by my Department. The Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) 
has just issued an open call inviting banks and other lenders to take part. The Scheme will run 
for three years from its launch date and further announcements in this regard will be made 
shortly.

Grant aid for capital investments, including a wide variety of on farm investment items, is 
available under the suite of seven measures available under the Targeted Agricultural Moderni-
sation Scheme (TAMS) II. Grant aid is available at a rate of 40% with a higher grant rate of 60% 
available to qualified young farmers. The Scheme is open to new applications with full details 
of the terms and conditions available on my Department’s website.

23/01/2019WRK00800GLAS Data

23/01/2019WRK00900194. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons in receipt of GLAS 1, 2 and 3 that have received the 85% advance 
payment of the 2018 payment; the number of persons that have passed all payment approval 
checks and are awaiting the 85% portion of the 2018 payment; the number of GLAS recipients 
that have yet to receive the portion of payment; the GLAS participants that have not received the 
advance payment due to outstanding nutrient management plans, GLAS training or finalisation 
of a commonage management plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3410/19]

23/01/2019WRK01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): At end -De-
cember 2018 there were 49,100 active GLAS participants. To date, 43,932 GLAS participants 
have received their 2018 advance payment and are fully up to date with their payments. In ad-
dition, GLAS Plus payments have also been paid to 2,928 GLAS farmers. This amounts to over 
€158m paid since 2018 payments commenced on November 14th. 

In relation to outstanding 2018 payments a significant proportion relate to applicants who 
have not yet fulfilled the requirements for payment. Non compliances include the non-submis-
sion of Commonage Management Plans and Nutrient Management Plans, GLAS 1 and 2 cases 
where the mandatory GLAS training has not been completed, Low Emission Slurry Spread-
ing and Rare Breeds forms not returned or cases where the GLAS participant has omitted to 
update the Department on issues crucial to the payment process.

My Department is working closely with GLAS farmers, their advisors and Commonage 
Framework Plan advisors to ensure that payments issue to compliant farmers as quickly as pos-
sible.  

GLAS payments will continue to issue on a weekly basis. Advance 2018 payments to date 
are as follows:
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 GLAS 1  - GLAS 2  - GLAS 3
County Cases Advance Cases Advance Cases Advance
Carlow 270 250 123 108 126 110
Cavan 899 856 425- 400 528 492
Clare 1598 1,506 684 644 794 687
Cork 2112 1,856 985 869 926 794
Donegal 1916 1,668 987 836 1,399 1,215
Dublin 57 47 17 14 19 16
Galway 3028 2,758 1,272 1,110 1,573 1,387
Kerry 1756 1,474 864 729 759 628
Kildare 238 203 75 64 113 92
Kilkenny 421 378 205 171 184 152
Laois 365 333 189 170 228 200
Leitrim 1011 938 419 396 523 479
Limerick 1039 947 294 272 400 361
Longford 508 469 338 304 326 296
Louth 144 136 77 74 92 78
Mayo 2523 2,279 1,309 1,179 1,650 1,470
Meath 416 380 195 169 245 209
Monaghan 571 537 142 137 332 292
Offaly 472 444 274 259 289 249
Roscom-
mon

1510 1,406 543 508 710 636

Sligo 928 862 357 326 488 441
Tipperary 1111 1,019 491 441 490 427
Waterford 349 287 130 105 118 99
Westmeath 636 589 258 243 277 249
Wexford 743 658 256 226 310 262
Wicklow 324 283 150 125 196 169
TOTAL 24,945 22,563 11,059 9,879 13,095 11,490   

23/01/2019WRK01100Medical Waste Disposal

23/01/2019WRK01200195. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the status of the provision of €75 to households in which a member has adult incon-
tinence towards the disposal of dressings and pads; and when this will be provided [3191/19]

23/01/2019WRK01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer the Deputy to the reply to Questions Nos. 507 and 517 of 22 January 2019.  
The position is unchanged.

23/01/2019WRK01400Internet Safety

23/01/2019WRK01500196. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
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Environment the steps he is taking to ensure children and their parents are protected against the 
hacking of Internet connected toys; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3164/19]

23/01/2019WRK01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has no governance or oversight function in relation to this matter. 
Consumer protection is a matter for the Department of Business, Enterprise & Innovation.

23/01/2019WRK01700Television Licence Fee

23/01/2019WRK01800197. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if he will report on the work of the interdepartmental television licence 
fee working group; and when he expects recommendations to be published. [3239/19]

23/01/2019WRK01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Climate Action & Environment 
examined the longer term issue of the future funding of public service media and published 
their report at the end of November 2017.   Following consideration of the recommendations 
made in that report, Government approval was received in July 2018 to establish a Working 
Group on the Future Funding of Public Service Broadcasting. 

The group is chaired by an Assistant Secretary from my Department and comprises senior 
officials from the Departments of Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, Housing, Planning 
and Local Government, the Office of the Revenue Commissioners and the Department of Cul-
ture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. The group will examine the following options for the future 
funding of public service broadcasting and collection of the TV Licence fee: 

-    Collection by the Revenue Commissioners;  

-    Tendering for Licence Fee Collection;  

-    Replacement of the fee with a Broadcasting Charge or a variation.

The group will also examine the following related issues:  

-    A more equitable contribution from the business sector, for example through the intro-
duction of different rates or categories of licence.  

-    The impact of the new arrangements on the current licence fee collection mechanism  

-    Any legislative, administrative or resource changes required to implement recommenda-
tions  

-    The likely timeline for transition to any new arrangement 

-    A Communications Strategy to inform stakeholders of planned changes

The Group is meeting monthly to consider of all of the issues set out above. It is intended 
that the Group will report back to me in Q1 2019 and I will revert to Government at that stage.

23/01/2019WRK02000Climate Change Adaptation Plans

23/01/2019WRK02100198. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if a scheme to convert methane to energy which has been trialled in other 
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countries has been examined in view of the high percentage of carbon emissions that comes 
from the agricultural sector through methane; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3240/19]

23/01/2019WRK02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In addition to contributing to decarbonisation of the heat, transport and electricity 
sectors, anaerobic digestion also has the potential to reduce emissions for the agriculture and 
waste sectors and reduce transport emissions by offsetting the use of fossil fuels.   

The REFIT3 support scheme, which is funded by the public service obligation paid by 
electricity consumers, has supported the development of anaerobic digestion facilities via a 
high-efficiency combined heat and power tariff. This scheme closed for new applications on 31 
December 2015.

The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat (SSRH) has been developed to financially support 
the adoption of renewable heating systems by commercial, industrial, agricultural, district heat-
ing and other non-domestic heat users not covered by the EU Emissions Trading System. The 
first phase of the scheme, an installation grant for heat pumps, opened for applications on 12 
September 2018. The second phase of the scheme, an operational support for biomass boilers 
and anaerobic digestion heating systems, is expected to open for applications early this year, 
subject to State aid clearance from the European Commission. Under Project Ireland 2040, the 
National Development Plan sets out an allocation of €300 million for the rollout of the scheme 
for the period up to 2027. In addition, my Department is also continuing to examine potential 
options to support biomethane grid injection. 

Electricity output from anaerobic digesters will also be eligible for support under the forth-
coming Renewable Electricity Support Scheme. The high level design of this scheme was ap-
proved by Government in July 2018 and will also require State aid approval.

On 28 November 2018, I announced the seven successful projects from the first Call for 
Applications under the Climate Action Fund. One of the successful projects, the Gas Networks 
Ireland GRAZE Gas project, involves the installation of a Central Grid Injection facility for 
renewable gas produced from the anaerobic digestion of wastes, including agriculture wastes 
such as slurry. The project will also support the use of this renewable gas in the transport sector 
through the development of two compressed natural gas fuelling stations and grant support for 
74 vehicles.  

23/01/2019WRK02300Greenhouse Gas Emissions

23/01/2019WRK02400199. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if consideration has been given to measures to complement or replace 
potential carbon taxation such as a proposal (details supplied) advocated by certain NGOs; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3241/19]

23/01/2019WRK02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I have recently received a mandate from Government to begin the preparation of a 
new All of Government Plan to bring about a step change in our climate ambition over the next 
decade, and beyond. My vision is that this new Plan will set out the actions which must be taken 
to make Ireland a leader in responding to climate change. It will have a strong focus on imple-
mentation, including actions with timelines and steps needed to achieve each action, assigning 
clear lines of responsibility for delivery. I am currently working with my colleagues in Govern-
ment to develop proposals for inclusion in the new Plan.    To inform the development of the 
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Plan, I hosted a High Level Consultative Forum on Friday 18 January. This forum was attended 
by almost 200 people and included representatives from all of the key sectors responsible for 
greenhouse gas emissions in Ireland, as well as a strong representation from civil society. 

I intend that actions to deliver the significant investment priorities identified for funding 
through the National Development Plan will be included in the new Plan, as well as additional 
actions that will look to taxation, regulation and behavioural change measures to further en-
hance Ireland’s climate mitigation policies. I intend that the Plan will also recognise, and seek 
to take advantage of, the economic opportunities that the low carbon transition presents for 
Ireland.

The Plan will build on existing policy and will be organised around six themes that focus 
action across Government in all sectors of the economy that contribute to greenhouse gas emis-
sions: 

- regulatory framework; 

- adoption of known technologies; 

- addressing market failure; 

- driving change in business models; 

- the public sector leading by example; and 

- engaging with citizens and communities.

In developing this Plan, consideration will be given to the proposals referred to by the 
Deputy. I am also looking forward to receiving shortly the final report and recommendations of 
the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action which has, over the last number of months, 
been considering the report of the Citizens Assembly in relation to climate change. 

Questions Nos. 200 and 201 resubmitted.

23/01/2019WRK02600Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRK02700202. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the number of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in 
advance of a no-deal Brexit; the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of 
same; the budget made available in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK 
withdrawal from the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3316/19]

23/01/2019WRK02800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s contingency planning for Brexit was initiated well in advance of 
the UK referendum in June 2016. As Minister for Communications, Climate Action, & Envi-
ronment, I continue to oversee intensification of preparedness and contingency planning for the 
wide portfolio under my remit.   Last month the Government published a Contingency Action 
Plan, setting out its approach to dealing with a ‘no deal’ Brexit. This is the culmination of many 
months of work. The Action Plan outlines the Government’s assessment of the challenges and 
the measures considered essential to limit the damage of a ‘no deal’ exit and to put in place 
measures to manage that exit as best as possible.

The Government and the EU remain committed to securing a negotiated outcome. We are 
now less than 70 days away from the UK withdrawal from the EU. Contingency preparations 
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for a ‘no deal’ outcome are therefore intensifying as the risk of a disorderly Brexit increases, 
posing unique and unprecedented challenges. This work continues both at a national and EU 
level and further information on no deal preparedness will follow in in the coming weeks.

The Government’s overall objectives have been consistent from the start – seeking to mi-
nimise the impact on trade and the economy, protecting the peace process including avoiding 
a hard border, maintaining the Common Travel Area and reinforcing commitment to and par-
ticipation in the EU. These objectives continue to guide our approach, regardless of the type of 
Brexit which emerges. 

All resourcing of Brexit preparations, staffing and other costs relating to Brexit activities in 
my Department are met by existing budgets. Potential impact on a particular sector will depend 
largely on the shape of the future relationship between the EU and UK. Any future expenditure 
and staffing is dependent on evolving requirements. 

23/01/2019WRK02900Postal Services

23/01/2019WRK03000203. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to ensure that An Post does not increase its rates for domestic parcel de-
livery by 70%; if he will direct An Post to undertake a review of this decision and its effect on 
small businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3362/19]

23/01/2019WRK03100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): An Post is a commercial State body with its own Board. Decisions relating to the 
commercial aspects of the business, including pricing strategies, are an operational matter for 
An Post. 

23/01/2019WRK03200Renewable Energy Generation

23/01/2019WRK03300204. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the status of the gas terminal in Tarbert, County Kerry (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3363/19]

23/01/2019WRK03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The 2015 Energy White Paper Ireland’s Transition to a Low Carbon Energy Future 
sets out a road-map for Ireland to reduce its Greenhouse gas emissions by 80-95% by 2050. The 
strategy is clear that non-renewable energy sources will make a significant – though progres-
sively smaller – contribution to our energy mix over the course of the energy transition. The 
National Mitigation Plan, published in July 2017, restates the Government’s commitment to 
move from a fossil fuel-based electricity system to a low-carbon power system. Investment in 
further renewable generation will be incentivised.    Ireland’s energy policy is fully aligned with 
the EU’s climate and energy objectives on the transition to decarbonisation, which includes 
continuous and on-going review of policies to reduce harmful emissions, improve energy ef-
ficiency, incentivise efficient and sustainable infrastructure investment, integrate markets, and 
promote research and innovation while ensuring our energy security of supply is maintained 
and enhanced.

During this transition, gas has the potential to deliver significant and sustained benefits, 
particularly in terms of enhanced security of supply. Natural Gas has the potential to play an 
important role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the power generation, industrial and 
commercial, residential and transport sectors by replacing more CO2-intensive fossil fuels. In 
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Ireland gas powered generation also provides an important back-up for intermittent renewable 
wind generation.

The Shannon LNG project has been designated an EU Project of Common Interest (PCI) by 
way of an evaluation process organised by the European Commission. The designation of PCI 
status requires the agreement of Member States. Ireland supported the designation of Shannon 
LNG as a PCI in the original PCI list in 2013 and in subsequent lists in 2015 and 2017. 

The Deputy will appreciate that the LNG project to which the Deputy refers is a private 
commercial project and any future investment decisions on the development of this project are 
a matter for the project promoter.

23/01/2019WRK03500Córas Iompair Éireann

23/01/2019WRK03600205. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
steps he has taken to address the ongoing situation faced by CIÉ salaried pensioners covered by 
the CIÉ 1951 superannuation scheme that have not received an increase since 2008; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3110/19]

23/01/2019WRK03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Issues in relation to 
Córas Iompair Éireann (CIÉ) pension schemes are primarily a matter for the trustees of the pen-
sion schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees.  Therefore, I have referred the question to 
CIÉ for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten 
working days.

23/01/2019WRK03800Brexit Issues

23/01/2019WRK03900206. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way in 
which the €3 million allocated under the Brexit no-deal contingency plan to address informa-
tion and communication technology and hardware deficits will be spent. [3129/19]

23/01/2019WRK04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Government’s 
Contingency Action Plan published in December outlines that ICT systems across Revenue, the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the HSE Environmental Health Service 
will need to be enhanced to deal with the increased volume of documents and requests for clear-
ance, and notes that an initial provision of just over €3m is already allocated to address ICT 
hardware and software requirements. Further phased steps are planned to upgrade and improve 
relevant ICT systems and infrastructure.

While the ICT systems for these enhanced controls are a mattter for the relevant Depart-
ments, and not one directly within my area of responsibility,  I am advised that the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine secured funds to address ICT hardware and software require-
ments under the Central Case Brexit scenario in 2019. That Department was allocated €3.25 
million for this work in 2019, with €2.75 million assigned for software and €0.5 million for 
hardware. Preparations are ongoing and I understand that the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine expects to fulfil its ICT requirements in the case of a no-deal Brexit.

In Budget 2017, the Minister for Finance included provision for a €2 million investment 
in scaling up Revenue’s customs IT framework and they have carried out significant work to 
increase systems capacity to cater for trade with the UK as a third country. As part of their 
preparations for Brexit, I am advised that priority has been given to upgrading relevant IT sys-
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tems to have the most advanced systems possible to support and facilitate smooth and efficient 
trade flows in a post-Brexit environment. Revenue has advised that performance testing is at an 
advanced stage and based on testing and the work completed to date, Revenue is confident that 
their various IT systems will support the expected additional workload arising from Brexit. In 
the event of a no-deal scenario and if required, the upgrades and enhancements to the systems 
will be ready for March 2019. 

To facilitate import controls by the Environmental Health Service at Dublin Airport, Dub-
lin Port and Rosslare Port, the HSE is also making every effort to ensure that in a no-deal sce-
nario the necessary information and communications technology infrastructure will be in place 
by 29 March. 

23/01/2019WRK04100Public Service Vehicles

23/01/2019WRK04200207. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his De-
partment has reviewed or is reviewing the introduction of ridesharing services here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [3137/19]

23/01/2019WRK04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): A formal review 
of ridesharing services has not been undertaken but my Department keeps abreast of emerging 
technologies and is open to consider innovative initiatives.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Transport Authority (NTA) is the independent 
regulator of the small public service vehicle sector and has regulatory oversight of the sector, 
including the licensing of vehicles and drivers. 

The current regulatory regime that is in place for the sector is designed to protect the con-
sumer and to help ensure personal safety. My view is that the regulatory framework for this sec-
tor should continue to be determined in the context of supporting these important public interest 
objectives. 

23/01/2019WRK04400Ministerial Meetings

23/01/2019WRK04500208. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of times in quarter four of 2018 that he met formally with the CEO of Iarnród Éireann. 
[3247/19]

23/01/2019WRK04600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I did not meet for-
mally with the CEO of Iarnród Éireann in quarter four of 2018. 

23/01/2019WRK04700Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRK04800209. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; 
the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made avail-
able in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3329/19]

23/01/2019WRK04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In July 2018,  and 
again in September 2018, a number of decisions were made at Cabinet relating to Brexit pre-
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paredness and contingency planning, including the phased recruitment of staff, as required. The 
Government has already sanctioned € 4m for the commencement of a phased process for the 
recruitment of additional staff in the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the Health sector to carry out the greatly increased vol-
umes of import controls and export certification arising from Brexit.  

 Brexit has the potential to have serious adverse economic transport and tourism impacts 
and as a result has been identified as the main strategic risk facing the Department. As a result, 
the Department has organised itself internally to prepare for Brexit. While all relevant areas and 
staff of the Department are actively engaged in Brexit-related work, overall responsibility for 
the preparation and coordination of the Department’s response to Brexit has been assigned to 
the Head of Function in the Policy and EU Division reporting to the Assistant Secretary with 
responsibility for Corporate Affairs and Policy Co-ordination. The EU Division was restruc-
tured with strengthened resources to allow a more strategic focus on a number of key issues, 
including Brexit. Brexit issues relating to sectoral issues across the Tourism, Public Transport, 
Aviation, Maritime and Road Transport and Freight Policy areas are managed by the relevant 
Heads of Function in those Divisions and are co-ordinated by the EU Division.  

In addition, a dedicated staffing resource at AP level has been assigned to Public Transport 
Division, to Road Transport and Freight Policy Division and to the Maritime Transport Divi-
sion to assist with the prioritisation of Brexit related issues in those sectors. My Department 
has also recently hired 7 additional temporary staff members to deal specifically with “no-deal” 
Brexit related to issues in the Road Haulage area.

The Management Board has, and will continue, to keep under review the Department’s or-
ganisation and structures for Brexit to ensure that they remain robust in addressing the evolving 
Brexit situation.

23/01/2019WRK05000Railway Stations

23/01/2019WRK05100210. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the plans of Irish Rail to install separated bins in and around stations in order to pro-
vide passengers an option to dispose of rubbish for recycling or general waste; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3349/19]

23/01/2019WRK05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for di-
rect reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working 
days.

23/01/2019WRK05300Road Tolls

23/01/2019WRK05400211. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
areas to which moneys are lodged in circumstances in which exact change cannot be returned 
to a customer at a road toll; the beneficiary of the amounts not collected by the customer; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3350/19]

23/01/2019WRK05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The 
planning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national roads are a mat-
ter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
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the relevant local authority. For regional and local roads it is a matter for each respective local 
authority.

More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and 
local roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are 
vested in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under 
Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the 
Roads Act 2007). 

Noting the above, I am referring the question to TII for direct reply within 10 working days.  
Please inform my private office if you do not receive the information.

23/01/2019WRK05600Brexit Issues

23/01/2019WRK05700212. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the dis-
cussions he has had with his British counterpart and the Department for Infrastructure in North-
ern Ireland in relation to difficulties that may arise for motorists concerning insurance cover 
when crossing the Border; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3412/19]

23/01/2019WRK05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Currently all Irish 
motor vehicles travelling within the EU are covered by the terms of the EU’s Motor Insurance 
Directive.  This allows motor vehicles to travel freely between the Republic of Ireland, North-
ern Ireland and Great Britain as well as within other EU countries.  

If the UK leaves the EU with a transition period, there should be no immediate change in the 
position regarding travel.  If the transition period is followed by a lasting arrangement which 
allows for travel under the current terms, there will be no further changes.   

Should a no deal Brexit occur, the UK (including Northern Ireland) will no longer be party 
to the Motor Insurance Directive. This means that, unless action is taken by the European Com-
mission, a Green Card will be required to demonstrate to the authorities in Northern Ireland and 
Great Britain that valid motor insurance cover is in place for those vehicles, and vehicles from 
the UK coming to the State will require a Green Card as proof of insurance.  However, even in 
the case of a no deal scenario, the EU Commission would be able under the Motor Insurance 
Directive to declare that vehicles entering the EU from the UK would not require a Green Card.  
It would be a matter for the UK authorities to determine whether they required a Green Card for 
Irish vehicles.  My Department continues to liaise with the European Commission on this issue.

As part of necessary contingency preparations, the Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland 
(MIBI) has advised that, in the event of a no-deal Brexit, Green Cards will be begin to be issued 
to affected policyholders in March 2019 and policy holders are advised to contact their insurers 
a month in advance of their expected travel date.  This is an example of prudent advance plan-
ning by the MIBI and the wider insurance sector. 

The Green Card is used as proof of insurance.  The Department understands that the vast 
majority of Irish motor insurance policies already include cover for travel in the UK. In such 
cases drivers will continue to be insured to drive in the UK even in a no-deal Brexit. However, 
they will need to carry the Green Card as proof of insurance if no other agreement is reached 
with the European Commission in the meantime.  

 Not all policies may include such cover in the event of a no-deal Brexit. In that eventual-
ity, drivers who may be travelling to or through Northern Ireland or Great Britain should check 
their motor insurance policies and, if in doubt, check with their insurers that such travel would 
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be covered.

23/01/2019WRK05900Health Action Plan

23/01/2019WRK06000213. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of the implementation of the national physical activity plan; the progress to date on imple-
menting each of the recommendations contained in the plan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [3417/19]

23/01/2019WRK06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Significant progress 
has been made on the implementation of the National Physical Activity Plan (NPAP) since 
its publication in 2016. Progress is being overseen by an Implementation Group, which is co-
chaired by the Departments Transport, Tourism and Sport and Health.

A summary Progress Report and a detailed Implementation Report were published in 2017 
and can be viewed on the Healthy Ireland website, www.healthyireland.ie  An updated Sum-
mary and Implementation Report will be published online in Q1, 2019.

Implementation of the NPAP is being pursued by several Departments and Agencies and 
is delivering a wide range of physical activity interventions and initiatives such as, for ex-
ample, the Community Sport and Physical Activity Hubs supported by Sport Ireland and Local 
Sports Partnerships throughout the country. 

Engagement with key stakeholders to progress individual actions aimed at increasing na-
tional participation in physical activity has also been an important part of the implementation 
of the NPAP. In this regard, it is appropriate to emphasise the multi-disciplinary Stakeholder 
Forum on the Built Environment which was held last November and which supports key actions 
in both the National Obesity Policy and the National Physical Activity Plan.  

Implementation of the NPAP is also being coordinated closely with implementation of the 
National Sports Policy 2018-2027, published in July 2018, as both set out ambitious targets to 
increase physical activity levels across the population.  

23/01/2019WRL00200Affordable Childcare Scheme Expenditure

23/01/2019WRL00300214. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
it would cost in 2019 if the affordable childcare scheme universal subsidy increased from 50c 
per hour to €2 per hour having regard to the 2018 figures; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [3118/19]

23/01/2019WRL00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The universal 
subsidy which will be available through the Affordable Childcare Scheme (ACS) when it is 
introduced later this year, is currently available through the Community Childcare Subvention 
Scheme –Universal Programme (CCSU). This was introduced in September 2017 as an interim 
measure in advance of the ACS. The rate stands at €0.50 per hour up to a maximum of 40 hours 
per week. 

With the introduction of the ACS in November 2019, if the current subsidy level were to 
increase from 50c to €2 per hour at that point in time, the 2 month  cost of the ACS (2019 ACS 
delivery cycle) would be expected to rise to €44.5m, an increase of €12m over the budget avail-
able. It should be noted that based on the construction of the ACS subsidies, there would also be 
an increase in the lowest available subsidy for 0-3 years under the income assessed component 
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of the scheme which has been factored into the €44.5m. There may also be further behavioural 
impacts with regard to the parental choice of childcare, which are estimated within the costs, 
but are challenging to accurately predict at this stage.

In regard to the CCSU programme; the costs for the 2017/18 programme year was €18.6m.  
An increase to €2 from 50c would therefore be expected to cost an additional €55.8m on a full 
year basis for the CCSU scheme having regard to 2017/18 cycle figures.  However, as noted 
above, the ACS scheme is to be introduced in November 2019 and therefore only a nine / ten 
month CCSU cost rather than a full year effect would be expected on the CCSU. 

In the 2017/2018 academic year 39,319 children in total benefited from the CCSU pro-
gramme; with the average monthly take-up equating to some 27,015 children.

23/01/2019WRL00500Child Protection Services Provision

23/01/2019WRL00600215. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ex-
tent to which adequate accommodation exists for the placement of children that may be at risk; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3223/19]

23/01/2019WRL00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has a statutory duty under the Child Care Act 1991 to promote the welfare 
of children who are not receiving adequate care and protection, and if necessary, to receive a 
child into the care of the State.  

The placement of children in care is governed by Regulations and National Standards. These 
provide for the welfare of the child, including their health, education, assessment of need, care 
planning, supervision of placement, contact with family, general care practices, care records, 
and safety precautions.

A range of accommodation is available to meet the needs of children at risk. Children and 
young people, depending on their identified needs, may be placed  in foster care, either with 
relatives or general foster carers, in residential care, high support or special care or other place-
ment types. The majority of children are placed in long term stable placements and currently 
over 92% of children are placed in foster care.

A key part of the social worker role is to ensure the quality and safety of the child’s place-
ment, and to meet with the child on a one to one basis on all visits. There are safeguards sur-
rounding each child’s care placement, whether foster or residential care and all placements are 
supervised by a professionally qualified social worker.

All foster care services and statutory residential centres are subject to inspection by the 
Health Information Quality Authority (HIQA). Private and voluntary residential centres are 
inspected by Tusla against National Standards. Inspection reports of children’s residential cen-
tres, fostering services and child protection services are also reviewed and analysed by Depart-
ment officials. The overview of these reports provides the Department with a level of assurance 
on the overall capacity of Tusla to identify and provide services to families and children who 
are at risk.

Foster care is the main form of alternative care for children in need of care and protection, 
and is the preferred option for children who cannot live with their parents or guardians.  As of 
the 30 September 2018, of the children in care, 92% were in foster care nationally; there were 
4,005 children in general foster care, 1,595 in relative care and 374 children were in a residen-
tial care placement, with the remaining children in other care placements appropriate to their 
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assessed needs.

There are regular area recruitment campaigns to meet foster care demands. Fostering teams 
are responsible for the recruitment and assessment of foster carers. When an assessment is com-
plete, a report is presented to the Foster Care Committee who decide whether or not to approve 
the applicant.

The recruitment and retention of an appropriate range of foster carers is part of Tusla’s busi-
ness plan. Tusla are particularly interested in recruiting foster carers with the skills required to 
look after children with complex needs, or from a range of ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

For children who cannot live either at home or in an alternative family environment such as 
foster care, there are a number of types of residential care settings that may be appropriate, of 
which secure care is one type.

A very small number of children (1.6%) are in other care placements.  Such placements can 
include supported lodgings, at home under a care order, detention centre/prison, youth home-
less facilities, other residential centres e.g. therapeutic, disability, residential assessment, des-
ignated mother and baby units.

It is a fact that sometimes children are detained for their safety in order to provide the care 
they need.  It is used only where a young person’s behaviour poses a real and substantial risk of 
harm to their life, health, safety, development or welfare. 

New regulations were put in place earlier this year.  These place special care on a full statu-
tory footing for the first time.  The legislation sets a clear time limited and short term period for 
the use of special care.

23/01/2019WRL00800Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRL00900216. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of regular grade civil servants her Department has hired in advance of a no-deal Brexit; 
the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget made avail-
able in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from the EU; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3315/19]

23/01/2019WRL01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In July 2018, 
and again in September 2018, a number of decisions were made at Cabinet relating to Brexit 
preparedness and contingency planning, including the phased recruitment of staff, as required. 

The Government has already sanctioned €4m for the commencement of a phased process 
for the recruitment of additional staff to carry out the greatly increased volumes of import con-
trols and export certification arising from Brexit.

However, given the limited impact of Brexit on my Department, no requirement for ad-
ditional staffing resources within my Department has been identified to date to prepare for a 
no-deal Brexit.

No specific budget allocation has been made in my Department for the hiring of staff in 
advance of a UK withdrawal from the EU. 

My Department continues to monitor the situation and to engage with all relevant structures 
and communication channels – coordinated by the Department of An Taoiseach.
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23/01/2019WRL01100LEADER Programmes Data

23/01/2019WRL01200217. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
approvals and expenditure under the Leader Programme 2014 to 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [2992/19]

23/01/2019WRL01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER is 
a multi-annual programme for the period 2014-2020 and has a total budget of €250 million over 
that period, including both national and EU funding. The programme is administered by Local 
Action Groups (LAGs) which deliver funding in accordance with Local Development Strate-
gies that have been agreed for each LAG area. 

To date 1,644 projects with a grant value of over €55.8 million have been approved for 
LEADER funding by the LAGs. A further 355 projects, requesting funding in excess of €22 
million, are at various stages in the approvals process.  

Funding under LEADER is drawn down as projects incur expenditure and submit payment 
claims to my Department.  Project payments exceeding €13.6 million   had been made up to 
14th January 2019.

The level of project activity under the LEADER programme has increased significantly in 
2018 and I am confident that the progress now being made by the LAGs in approving projects, 
along with the administrative improvements introduced by my Department over the last year, 
will result in a continued increase in project approvals and payments under the LEADER pro-
gramme during 2019.

23/01/2019WRL01400Western Development Commission Funding

23/01/2019WRL01500218. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the funding he plans to allocate to the Western Development Commission in 2019; the 
purpose of the funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [2986/19]

23/01/2019WRL01600Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Western Development Commission has achieved much since was it es-
tablished in 1999.  It now has an important role to play in supporting the Government’s objec-
tives for more effective regional development through initiatives such as the National Planning 
Framework, the Regional Action PLans for Jobs and the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) 
project.

The Commission has been allocated just over €2 million for operational purposes for 2019.  
This represents an increase of €500,000 on their 2018 allocation. The additional funding which 
I secured for 2019 will allow the Commission to support the work of the AEC initiative and to 
maximise the use of the Western Investment Fund which provides financing for micro-enter-
prises and SMEs in the Western region.

The AEC project is a collaborative initiative, involving public and private stakeholders 
working together to maximise the strengths and assets of the cities and towns along our Western 
seaboard, from Donegal to Kerry, to attract investment, support jobs and improve the quality of 
life of those who live and work in the region.  The project is overseen by the Atlantic Economic 
Corridor Taskforce, which I chair. 

As the AEC initiative develops and grows, the importance of strengthening the collaboration 
between stakeholders and in communicating the AEC’s potential to investors is paramount.  In 
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this context, the Western Development Commission has agreed to take on a co-ordinating role 
to support the work of the AEC Taskforce and its subgroups. 

The WDC also operates the Western investment Fund, which was established on a revolv-
ing basis, meaning that all investments are repayable and reinvested back into Western-based 
enterprises.   At the start of 2018, the WDC Investment Fund had €21.4 million available for 
reinvestment in Small and Medium Enterprises, micro-enterprises, and Community and Social 
Enterprises in the Western region.  

In addition, through the Fund, the Commission implements initiatives to support the devel-
opment of SMEs and emerging sectors in the western region, including a €2 million fund to 
encourage the film, television, animation and games industry in the West of the country. 

The extra funding provided to the Commission for 2019 will enable them to reach out to a 
greater number of enterprises with the Western Investment Fund. 

23/01/2019WRL01700Tidy Towns Committees Funding

23/01/2019WRL01800219. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment his plans to allocate funding in 2019 to committees (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [2805/19]

23/01/2019WRL01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Tidy-
Towns competition was originally launched by Fáilte Ireland over 60 years ago.  Since its 
inception, the competition has grown from 52 entrants in 1958, to 883 entrants in 2018.  The 
continued success of the competition is due to the countless hours of effort from TidyTowns 
Committees the length and breadth of the country.

As Minister for Rural and Community Development, I was delighted to be in a position to 
announce grant funding to TidyTowns Committees of €1.4 million for each of the years 2017 
and 2018, to mark the 60th anniversary of the competition.  This funding has allowed the Com-
mittees to prepare better for the annual competition through the purchase or upgrade of small 
equipment and other materials.  

Under the 2017 allocation, 906 TidyTowns Committees received grant funding of between 
€1,000 and €4,000 each, depending on the size of their town or village. 

Under the 2018 allocation, 722 TidyTowns Committees have received similar levels of 
funding to date, with a number of applications still to be processed.

I will consider later this year whether I will be in a position to allocate funding to the Tidy-
Towns Committees through this particular funding stream in 2019.  However, it should be noted 
that TidyTowns Committees can apply, as community groups, for funding from other schemes 
within my Department, such as the Community Enhancement Programme. This programme is 
administered through the Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs).  

In 2018, 158 applications were approved for funding of €536,816 for TidyTowns Commit-
tees under the Community Enhancement Programme.

23/01/2019WRL02000Ministerial Meetings

23/01/2019WRL02100220. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
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when he last met the chairperson of the Charities Regulatory Authority; and when he will next 
meet the chairperson. [3243/19]

23/01/2019WRL02200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Depu-
ty Seán Canney): The Oversight and Assurance Agreement between my Department and the 
Charities Regulator specifies that the Minister may meet annually with the Chair and the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the Charities Regulator. The last such meeting took place on 21 
June 2018. 

There is currently a vacancy at CEO level in the Regulator which is in the process of being 
filled by way of a competitive recruitment process.  The next meeting with the Minister will 
be formally arranged following the appointment of the new CEO.

Meetings take place at official level between my Department and the Charities Regulator on 
an ongoing basis. 

23/01/2019WRL02300LEADER Programmes Data

23/01/2019WRL02400221. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
expenditure by project and administration expenditure incurred under the 2007-2013 LEADER 
programme as at 31 December in each year over this period; the value of projects approved 
under this programme at this date annually; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3288/19]

23/01/2019WRL02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Table 1 be-
low provides a breakdown of the expenditure by project and administration costs under the 
2007-2013 LEADER programme for each of the years  2007-2013, as of 31st December each 
year. 

Table 2 below provides the number and value of project approvals under the 2007-2013 
LEADER programme for each of the years 2007-2013, as of 31st December each year.

It will be noted that no projects were approved, or expenditure incurred, in the first two 
years of the programming period.   LEADER is an EU-wide programme and, as can often be the 
case with such programmes, activity increases progressively over the course of the programme 
period.  

Table 1:  LEADER Project & Administration Expenditure for the period 2007-2013

Year Projects Administration Total Expenditure
2007 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00
2008 €0.00 €0.00 €0.00
2009 €8,201,445.25 €11,464,519.05 €19,665,964.30
2010 €30,596,158.16 €13,659,684.89 €44,255,843.05
2011 €35,452,081.68 €12,009,677.00 €47,461,758.68
2012 €39,681,861.45 €13,335,298.42 €53,017,159.87
2013 €69,146,989.39 €13,451,003.70 €82,597,993.09
Total €183,078,535.93 €63,920,183.06 €246,998,718.99
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Table 2: LEADER Project Approvals for the period 2007-2013

Year No. Approved Projects   Total LEADER Grant ap-
provals

2007 0 €0.00 
2008 0 €0.00 
2009 1,271 €20,004,753 
2010 1,724 €33,670,670 
2011 2,061 €38,371,891 
2012 3,047 €76,788,710 
2013 1,683 €48,532,958 
Total Approvals 9,786 €217,368,983 

23/01/2019WRL02600Town and Village Renewal Scheme

23/01/2019WRL02700222. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the grant expenditure incurred by each local authority as at 31 December 2018 for the town and 
village renewal scheme with respect to moneys allocated in 2017 to each local authority under 
this scheme in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3289/19]

23/01/2019WRL02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme is a key component in the revitalisation of rural towns and vil-
lages. Since the launch of the scheme in 2016, a total of €53 million has been allocated to over 
670 projects throughout Ireland.  These projects cover a range of activities, from improving the 
public realm to make towns and villages more attractive for locals and visitors alike, to job-
creation initiatives such as the development of enterprise hubs and digital hubs. 

Under the 2017 Town and Village Renewal Scheme, €21.6 million in funding was approved 
for 281 projects in October 2017.  Expenditure drawn down by Local Authorities to the end of 
December 2018, in respect of that funding, is set out on the table below.  

It should be noted that projects under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme can take 12-18 
months to complete.  Interim payments are made when projects progress to a certain point, but 
final payments are not made until all projects are complete.

Local Authority/County 2017 Funding approved Total funding   drawndown 
to 31/12/2018

Carlow €884,487.84 €842,668
Cavan €929,688.00 €555,062
Clare €944,000.00 €540,000
Cork €1,347,826.77 €960,466
Donegal €1,159,000.00 €399,796
Dunlaoghaire/Rathdown €80,000.00 €80,000
Fingal €252,000.00 €212,212
Galway €1,004,231.00 €948,231
Kerry €868,471.60 €351,826
Kildare €416,403.20 €287,205
Kilkenny €873,364.00 €387,307
Laois €983,407.24 €451,501
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Local Authority/County 2017 Funding approved Total funding   drawndown 
to 31/12/2018

Leitrim €1,098,538.00 €641,944
Limerick €1,087,943.00 €850,873
Longford €637,400.00 €386,200
Louth €775,726.16 €465,016
Mayo €1,348,178.00 €724,089
Meath €901,724.00 €664,874
Monaghan €580,000.00 €415,887
Offaly €300,000.00 €100,000
Roscommon €575,508.00 €420,300
Sligo €1,063,968.00 €830,000
South Dublin €20,000.00 €0
Tipperary €857,384.00 €599,622
Waterford €625,800.00 €372,300
Westmeath €596,000.00 €356,214
Wexford €1,157,525.00 €624,078
Wicklow €262,828.00 €118,828
Total Funding Approved €21,631,401.81 €13,586,497

23/01/2019WRL02900CLÁR Programme

23/01/2019WRL03000223. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
estimated first year cost and annual cost of a proposal (details supplied). [3290/19]

23/01/2019WRL03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I am aware 
that, in the past, the CLÁR programme supported measures such as the schemes referred to by 
the Deputy.  However, these measures are not part of the CLÁR programme at present, and the 
estimated cost associated with the possible reintroduction of similar schemes has not been as-
sessed. 

I propose to launch a further call for proposals under the  CLÁR programme in 2019.  Deci-
sions regarding specific measures which might be supported under this year’s programme will 
be made in the first quarter of the year.  The scope of measures which can be funded will, as is 
always the case, be subject to budgetary availability. 

23/01/2019WRL03200Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRL03300224. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-
deal Brexit; the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget 
made available in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from 
the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3327/19]

23/01/2019WRL03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment was established to bring a greater level of coordination and cohesion to policies that im-
pact rural Ireland and communities in order that economic recovery can be felt right across the 
country.



23 January 2019

111

Part of that involves ensuring the potential impacts of the UK’s decision to leave the Euro-
pean Union are mitigated in those communities most likely to be affected by Brexit. Regional 
and rural businesses face enormous potential challenges on this front, particularly in the Border 
region and this is relevant across a number of policy areas of my Department.

In this context, considerations around the impact of Brexit are shared across different policy 
areas, rather than being assigned to a single Unit or dedicated staff.

My Department has undertaken a workforce planning process under the guidance of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Part of this process was to identify any addi-
tional Brexit related roles, and/or Brexit related duties, which will be assigned to existing posts.

Any new posts identified will be filled from our existing 2019 pay allocation and will also 
form part of our staffing resource needs, which were included in our submission to the Esti-
mates process for 2019.

23/01/2019WRL03500Community Development Projects Funding

23/01/2019WRL03600225. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the extent to which the various programmes operated by his Department can be ac-
cessed by community and rural groups throughout north County Kildare; the extent to which 
applications have been facilitated in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3381/19]

23/01/2019WRL03700226. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which he expects County Kildare to benefit from the rural and community 
development schemes available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3382/19]

23/01/2019WRL03800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 225 and 226 together.

My Department is committed to the successful delivery of the following programmes which 
provided financial and other supports to organisations in County Kildare, on a county-wide 
basis,  including to North Kildare, in 2018 and I look forward to further supporting rural and 
urban communities in the county moving forward. 

These supports include:

- The new five-year Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP), 
which commenced at the start of 2018, is our country’s primary social inclusion intervention.  
This is a €190m national programme that is delivered locally, to help those in the greatest 
need. The funding allocation to County Kildare for 2018 was €1,061,036. 

- The Community Enhancement Programme, which I launched in 2018, has provided fund-
ing of €468,671 to projects in Kildare, including more than €26,000 to Men’s Sheds groups, 
which provide a safe space where men can gather and participate in their communities, develop 
social networks and potentially gain new skills and access information.

- The LEADER Local Action Group (LAG) in Kildare has been allocated €5,261,600 to 
invest in the economic and social development of County Kildare over the period of the pro-
gramme to 2020. In 2018, €640,556 was approved for 16 LEADER projects in Kildare. The 
LAG received funding of €314,922 in 2018 for individual projects and the administration costs 
of the LAG itself.
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- The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is another initiative under the Government’s Ac-
tion Plan for Rural Development and is part of a package of national and local support measures 
to rejuvenate rural towns and villages  throughout Ireland. I announced details of 224 projects 
that were approved for €21.3 million of funding under the 2018 Town and Village Renew-
al Scheme, including eight projects totalling €520,000 for Kildare.

- €35,000 was provided to Kildare County Council towards the funding of a local broadband 
officer, increasing to €42,000 in 2019.

- The Seniors Alert Scheme, which facilitates valuable community-based support for vul-
nerable older people. A total of 1,139 installations have been approved for elderly persons in 
Kildare since September 2015.

- The Local Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small 
private or non-public roads in rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and is ad-
ministered through the Local Authorities. The funding allocated for 2018 to Co. Kildare was 
€329,590.00.

- €85,684 was announced in January 2019 for the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure scheme.

- The Community Services Programme (CSP) supports community organisations to provide 
local services through a social enterprise model with funding provided as a contribution to the 
cost of a manager and an agreed number of full-time equivalent positions (FTEs).  In 2018, the 
CSP      provided funding of some €430,000 towards the cost of employing approximately 17.5 
full-time equivalents and three manager positions in five community based organisations and 
social enterprises based in County Kildare.

23/01/2019WRL04000Comhairle na Tuaithe

23/01/2019WRL04100227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the role of Comhairle na Tuaithe going forward as envisaged by him; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3383/19]

23/01/2019WRL04200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment is aware that, since the establishment of Comhairle na Tuaithe in 2004, and the publication 
of the National Countryside Recreation Strategy in 2006, there has been significant growth in 
the number of people engaging in outdoor pursuits across a wider range of activities than ever 
before. 

In this context, an independent review of Comhairle and the Countryside Recreation Strat-
egy was carried out in 2016 to assess, amongst other issues, the role of the body in an evolving 
outdoor recreation sector.

I met with the members of Comhairle in early 2018 to hear directly from them their views on 
the recommendations of the independent review, on the future direction of Comhairle, and on 
the development of the outdoor recreation sector in Ireland generally.  The meeting was very 
constructive in helping me to consider and develop detailed plans for the future development 
of the sector.

My officials presented initial proposals to the Comhairle members at a meeting of 16th 
May 2018 and, through my officials, I received detailed feedback from the members on those 
proposals. I have considered that feedback in the context of a wider focus on the development 
of the rural recreation sector and I will make a final decision regarding the future mandate of 
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Comhairle na Tuaithe shortly.  

23/01/2019WRL04300Community Enhancement Programme

23/01/2019WRL04400228. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the success or otherwise of the community enhancement programme; the expenditure on 
this programme in 2018; the allocation for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3384/19]

23/01/2019WRL04500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I launched 
the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) in May 2018.  I am delighted with the suc-
cess of the CEP and on foot of the high level of applications received following the launch, I 
provided an additional once-off funding allocation of €8.5 million bring the total allocation to 
€13 million in 2018.

The programme replaces and builds on two schemes which operated in 2017, the Communi-
ties Facilities Scheme (CFS) and the re-cast RAPID programme. It was put in place following 
a review of those two schemes, and consideration of a Value-for-Money review of the original 
RAPID programme that closed to new applications in 2011.

Combining these schemes makes for a more flexible, streamlined and targeted approach to 
providing funding to those communities most in need, while reducing the level of administra-
tion involved.  Any community group in any area can apply for funding under the programme.  

There is funding of €4m for the programme for 2019.

23/01/2019WRL04600Dormant Accounts Fund

23/01/2019WRL04700229. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment his views on the success to date of the operation of the dormant accounts programme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [3385/19]

23/01/2019WRL04800Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Department of Rural and Community Development was established in July 
2017 and took over responsibility for the Dormant Account Fund at that time.

The Comptroller and Auditor General examined the operation of the Fund as part of its 
2016 work programme and published its findings in September 2017. The findings focused in 
particular on the administration of the fund, the low level of disbursements from the fund and 
whether money in the fund could be better applied. 

Since then my Department has worked to ensure these issues are addressed and the money 
in the fund is put to good use.

As recommended by the C&AG a review of the operation of the disbursement scheme was 
completed and published by my Department in July 2018. The review sets out 15 recommenda-
tions to improve the administration and operation of the Fund. An interdepartmental group has 
been established to assist in ensuring the recommendations are progressed. 

The 2018 Dormant Accounts Action Plan was also published in July 2018, and approved 
funding of up to €39.7 million for 45 different measures across ten different Government De-
partments. In line with the provisions of the Dormant Accounts Acts, the measures identified in 
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the Action Plan target social, economic and educational disadvantage; and people with a dis-
ability. The approved measures will support a wide range of projects and programmes relating 
to issues such as social inclusion, assisting migrants, support for carers, speech and language 
therapy, support for dementia sufferers and sports measures. The majority of measures will 
commence in 2019, subject to voted expenditure being available within each relevant Depart-
ment.  

Good progress is being made and spend from the fund across all Departments totalled €27.8 
million in 2018. This is an increase of 78% on the 2017 spend of €15.6 million. My own Depart-
ment fully utilised its allocation - with €10.1 million spent from the fund in 2018. 

23/01/2019WRL04900Departmental Agencies Funding

23/01/2019WRL05000230. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the role of Pobal in the allocation of funding for his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [3386/19]

23/01/2019WRL05100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Please see 
response to parliamentary question No. 44, ref. 3006/19. 

Pobal is an agency of my Department which works on behalf of Government to manage and 
implement a number of publicly-funded programmes designed to improve outcomes for local 
communities, particularly those encountering social and economic disadvantage.

Pobal operates on the basis of a framework agreement with my Department and programme-
specific service level agreements with individual divisions,  with an agreed programme of work 
with each division for any work they are requested to undertake. Those programmes include 
the LEADER Programme; the Social Inclusion and the Community Activation Programme 
(SICAP), the Scheme to Support National Organisations (SSNO), the Seniors Alert Scheme 
(SAS), the Community Services Programme (CSP) and the Dormant Accounts Fund (DAF). 

Each programme that Pobal manages and supports differs, as does Pobal’s level and type of 
involvement in each.  Pobal’s role depends on the requirements of the division with responsibil-
ity for the programme and does not involve the allocation of funding on behalf of my Depart-
ment in all cases. For example, in some cases Pobal will work across the programme lifecycle 
(as with SICAP), whilst in others the role is more limited to specific tasks.  Pobal may assist 
with providing capital grants in some cases. 

Supports to the LEADER 2014-2020 Programme are for ICT and Pobal also undertake cer-
tain Article 48 checks under the programme. Pobal has no function in the allocation of funding 
to individual LEADER project promoters. The responsibility for allocating funding under the 
LEADER Programme rests with the relevant Local Action Groups.

Pobal manages the Community Services Programme on behalf of my Department. It makes 
recommendations on the allocation of funding .  My Department has overall responsibility for 
decision making under this and all other programmes Pobal has a role in. 

Question No. 231 answered with Question No. 29.

23/01/2019WRL05200Dog Breeding Industry

23/01/2019WRL05300232. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
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ment his plans to review and update the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3388/19]

23/01/2019WRL05400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): My Department has overall policy responsibility for the Dog Breeding Estab-
lishments Act 2010.  The Act provides for guidelines to be put in place for the management 
and operation of Dog Breeding Establishments. Following a public consultation process, my 
Department published new Guidelines in July of last year. The revised Guidelines came into 
effect on 1 January this year.

I want to see high standards achieved by Dog Breeding Establishments in Ireland.  Having 
published the new Guidelines, my Department is now identifying any necessary legislative 
amendments that may be required to further improve standards.

This review will involve examining the relevant legislation to ensure that existing laws and 
international best practice, as well as the views of stakeholders, are taken into account. Any 
amendments to the Act will be dependent on the outcome of this review.  This work is ongoing 
and will continue throughout 2019.

23/01/2019WRL05500Charities Regulation

23/01/2019WRL05600233. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment his plans to amend the Charities Act 2009 and regulations thereunder; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [3389/19]

23/01/2019WRL05700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): The Charities Regulatory Authority was established on 16 October, 2014 pur-
suant to the Charities Act 2009. Responsibility for the oversight of the Regulator transferred 
to my Department on its establishment in July 2017.

The general function of the Regulator is to regulate charitable organisations operating in Ire-
land, in order to increase public trust and confidence in their management and administration. 
This includes maintaining a public register of charitable organisations operating in Ireland and 
ensuring their compliance with the Charities Acts. Under the Charities Act, 2009, the Charities 
Regulator is fully independent in the performance of its statutory functions. 

There is ongoing liaison between officials in my Department and the Charities Regulator to 
review the operation of the legislation to ensure that it is operating effectively. In 2017, on foot 
of public consultation, the Regulator proposed amendments to the Charities Act 2009 in order 
to ensure consistency and fairness in the accounting and reporting obligations of charities. 

My Department is working with the Regulator to consider these amendments and also to 
consider whether sections of the 2009 Act which have yet to be enacted require further amend-
ment. This work is at an advanced stage and I intend seeking Government approval in the near 
future to progress the legislation.

23/01/2019WRL05800Community Development Initiatives

23/01/2019WRL05900234. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the extent to which his Department continues to interact with urban and rural communities 
with a view to identifying ways by which positive interaction can take place with particular 
reference to urban and rural isolation and its effect on communities; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [3390/19]

23/01/2019WRL06000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The issue of 
isolation, whether in urban or rural areas, is one which requires a response containing a combi-
nation of policy initiatives and actions delivered across a number of Government Departments.

For my part, I am committed to continuing my Department’s response to the issue, which 
includes ongoing contact with local and community groups and other stakeholders, where ap-
propriate, to identify potential measures to assist communities affected.

Groups can also input into the policy-making progress through the local structures estab-
lished by my Department such as Public Participation Networks and Local Community Devel-
opment Committees. 

The publication on 7 December 2018 of the Call for Input Paper on Volunteering is the first 
step in developing a national volunteering policy. Volunteering plays a critical role in empower-
ing individuals to become more involved in their communities and is proven to assist with the 
development of mental health wellbeing as well as providing people with a sense of belonging.

The Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development and Framework Policy for Local and 
Community Development include a range of measures which will contribute significantly to 
addressing isolation and social exclusion in both rural and urban areas and as Minister for Rural 
and Community Development I will continue to advocate for a cross-government approach to 
ensuring the rural and community voice is heard in relation to matters of policy.

Specific examples of actions being delivered by my Department which are helping those 
who feel isolated or vulnerable in communities include:

- The Seniors Alert Scheme, facilitates community-based support for vulnerable older peo-
ple living alone. During 2018, spend on the Scheme was €5.5 million, with over 19,200 applica-
tions for personal alarms approved. 

- The new five-year  Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) 2018, 
is our country’s national primary social inclusion intervention, delivered locally with funding of 
€190 million over a five-year period. 

- In 2018 I provided funding of €500,000 to support the work of Men’s Sheds throughout 
Ireland.

- In addition, other actions in the Action Plan for Rural Development being delivered by 
Departments across government that will help those who feel isolated or vulnerable include: 

- Investment of €46 million in Garda fleet to ensure that Gardaí are mobile, visible and re-
sponsive to prevent and tackle crime.

- Maintaining the network of senior helplines in  operation throughout the country, which 
offer a listening service for older people to help address issues such as loneliness and isolation 
in rural areas.

- Continued support and prioritisation of community crime prevention through schemes 
such as Neighbourhood Watch and Text Alert.

- Continued improvements in the Rural Transport Programme, including the provision of 
new routes.

- The Community Services Programme (CSP)  supports over 400 community organisations 
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to provide local services through a social enterprise model. More than €46 million is available 
to support community organisations under the programme in 2019.  

- The LEADER Theme 2 – Social Inclusion, focuses on improving access to basic services 
for people living in rural and remote areas and groups who are at risk of social exclusion. 

23/01/2019WRM00200Disability Allowance Applications

23/01/2019WRM00300235. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an application for a disability allowance by a person (details supplied) will be 
processed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3113/19]

23/01/2019WRM00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my department received an application for disability 
allowance from this lady on 21 November 2018. On completion of the necessary investigations 
on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified 
directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRM00500Carer’s Allowance Applications

23/01/2019WRM00600236. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the position regarding a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3121/19]

23/01/2019WRM00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
confirm that my department received an application for carer’s allowance (CA) from the person 
concerned on 9 October 2018.  

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 16 January 2019 with effect from 
11 October 2018. The first payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 24 January 
2019.  

Arrears of allowance due from 11 October 2018 to 23 January 2019 will also issue on 24 
January 2019.

The person concerned was notified on 16 January 2019 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

23/01/2019WRM00800Farm Assist Scheme

23/01/2019WRM00900237. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
her plans to review the anomaly for those making contributory pension applications that have 
no credited contributions while on farm assist in view of the fact they were paying S contribu-
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tions previously and at that time were not entitled to make voluntary contributions and are now 
being penalised with reduced pensions; the number of these farmers that have been affected by 
the anomaly; if a review of these cases will be carried out; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [3127/19]

23/01/2019WRM01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The farm assist scheme was introduced in 1999 to provide income support for low income 
farmers.  It replaced the former smallholders’ unemployment assistance payment.  In line with 
the then existing arrangements for unemployment assistance (including smallholders) and pre-
retirement allowance, the income of farm assist recipients was exempt from class S PRSI for 
self-employed workers.  Recipients of farm assist who had previously paid class S social insur-
ance had the option of paying voluntary contributions to maintain their social insurance record, 
including their entitlement to State pension contributory, provided they satisfied the qualifying 
conditions.

Since 1st January 2007, the exemption from class S PRSI has been removed and those 
receiving jobseeker’s allowance and farm assist are subject to class S PRSI as self-employed 
contributors on their self-employed income, provided their annual income is €5,000 or more.  

Currently PRSI credited contributions (credits) are only awarded to former employees, to 
cover gaps in social insurance where they are not in a position to pay PRSI such as during peri-
ods of unemployment, illness, etc.  Self-employed workers do not qualify for credits.

In the absence of exact numbers of farm assist recipients with annual income in excess of 
the income threshold for paying class S PRSI prior to 2007 (i.e. €3,174 pa), it is not possible to 
estimate the numbers of persons affected.  Determining the cost to the Social Insurance Fund 
of awarding credits to the self-employed when calculating pension entitlement would require 
consideration of a number of factors including the age of the individual, the number of credits 
awarded and other social insurance contributions paid by that individual, and it is similarly not 
possible to estimate.  

I hope this information is useful to the Deputy. 

23/01/2019WRM01100Carer’s Allowance Applications

23/01/2019WRM01200238. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
when a person (details supplied) will have an application for carer’s allowance assessed; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [3194/19]

23/01/2019WRM01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 10 August 
2018.

It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such disability 
that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision in 
order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least twelve 
months.

The evidence submitted in support of the application was examined and the deciding officer 
decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied. 
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The person concerned was notified on 1 November 2018 of the decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of her application.

The outcome of the review is that the original decision is confirmed. On 18 January 2019 the 
person concerned was notified of this outcome.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRM01400Social Welfare Benefits Eligibility

23/01/2019WRM01500239. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason persons that are in receipt of a pension from the UK or other EU states are not 
entitled to the living alone allowance or the household benefits package; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [3199/19]

23/01/2019WRM01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): It is 
important to note that people in receipt of a British State pension or an equivalent pension from 
other EU countries are eligible to receive the household benefits package on the same basis as 
Irish State pension recipients. 

For the household benefits package, pensioners aged 70 or over who are legally resident in 
Ireland are entitled to the scheme without being in receipt of any State pension payment, British 
or otherwise.  They will not be means-tested.  However, as it is a household benefit, only one 
person per household is eligible for the scheme.

For pensioners aged between 66 and 70, the same household conditions apply, and the re-
cipient must be in receipt of an equivalent social security pension from a country covered by 
EU Regulations or from a country with which Ireland has a bilateral social security agreement.  
In addition, for those aged between 66 and 70, the household benefits package is subject to 
a means-test.  In this regard, a person in receipt of a British social security pension or an equiva-
lent social security pension from a country covered by EU regulations would be eligible for the 
scheme, once he or she satisfied the household conditions and the means test.

The Living Alone Increase is a €9 increase in the weekly rate of payment of certain Irish 
social protection payments, awarded where the recipient is living alone.  These payments in-
clude State pensions, disability allowance, invalidity pension, incapacity supplement and blind 
pension.  It is not a stand-alone payment.

People in receipt of the British state pension or equivalent payments from other EU coun-
tries are not entitled to receive the Irish living alone increase, as the respective rates of those 
payments to people living alone or with other people, are set by national legislation in those 
countries.

There are no circumstances where the living alone increase can be paid to people who are 
not in receipt of a qualifying payment from my Department.   However, there are a significant 
number of people in receipt of a British State pension who are also in receipt of the State pen-
sion (non-contributory).  State pension non-contributory is a means-tested payment for people 
aged 66 and over, who do not qualify for an Irish State pension contributory, or who would only 
qualify for a reduced rate contributory pension based on their social insurance record.  To be 
eligible for a State pension (non-contributory), an applicant must:
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- be aged 66 years or over

- have a legal right of residence in the State

- be habitually resident in the State

- have a valid Personal Public Service Number (PPSN)

- satisfy a means test

- if awarded the pension, continue to satisfy the Habitual Residence Condition and the ap-
plicable means test.

I am informed that approximately 11% of current State pension (non-contributory) recipi-
ents are also in receipt of a British State pension.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRM01700Working Family Payment Applications

23/01/2019WRM01800240. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a working family payment claim by a person (details supplied); and when it is 
likely a decision will be made on same. [3205/19]

23/01/2019WRM01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is a weekly in-work payment which provides additional in-
come support to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 10 October 2018.

Their application was referred to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for further clarification 
on 21 December 2018.  The relevant SWI office has confirmed on 21 January 2019 that this 
case will be prioritised.

On receipt of the completed report from the SWI, their WFP application will be processed 
without delay and the person concerned will be notified of the decision. 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

23/01/2019WRM02000Carer’s Allowance Applications

23/01/2019WRM02100241. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of a carer’s allowance claim by a person (details supplied). [3208/19]

23/01/2019WRM02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 19 November 2018. The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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23/01/2019WRM02300Carer’s Allowance Review

23/01/2019WRM02400242. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on a review of a decision on a carer’s allowance application 
by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[3210/19]

23/01/2019WRM02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

An application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 20 
June 2018.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 3 December 2018 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of their application.

This additional information is currently under consideration by a deciding officer of my 
Department.

Once the review is complete, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

23/01/2019WRM02600State Pension (Contributory)

23/01/2019WRM02700243. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the changes announced recently to the contributory pension will have an affect on the 
entitlement of a person (details supplied) to the State pension (contributory); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3224/19]

23/01/2019WRM02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
recently enacted changes to state pension (contributory) apply to people born on or after 1 
September 1946 who have a reduced rate pension entitlement, based on post Budget 2012 rate 
bands.  The pensions of these people are currently under review to determine if they are now 
due increased payments.  

No changes were made to the qualifying conditions for the state pension (contributory) 
scheme.  For example, the minimum of 520 paid social insurance contributions remains a con-
dition of the scheme.  

The person concerned was disallowed a state pension (contributory) in 2013, as they did not 
have the required 520 paid social insurance contributions.  According to the records of the De-
partment, the person has a total of 390 contributions from their date of entry into insurable em-
ployment to their 66th birthday.  Accordingly, the person does not hold an entitlement to state 
pension (contributory) and cannot be included in the pension reviews underway.  



Questions - Written Answers

122

The person concerned was advised of the option to apply for  state pension (non-contribu-
tory) in the letter which issued in May 2013.  The person concerned continues to be entitled to 
make a claim for state pension (non-contributory), which is a means tested payment.  On receipt 
of a completed application, her entitlement will be assessed by my Department and the person 
notified of the outcome  in writing.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRM02900Carer’s Allowance Applications

23/01/2019WRM03000244. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will receive a decision on a carer’s allowance applica-
tion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3244/19]

23/01/2019WRM03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 23 October 2018. The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

In the meantime, the partner of the person concerned is in receipt of a Working Family Pay-
ment.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

23/01/2019WRM03200State Pension (Contributory)

23/01/2019WRM03300245. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if matters in relation to a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3280/19]

23/01/2019WRM03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Since the end of September 2018, my Department has been examining the social insurance 
records of pensioners born on or after 1 September 1946 who were awarded state pension (con-
tributory) on reduced post Budget 2012 rate bands.  Information letters were issued to these 
pensioners explaining that my Department will contact them again to either inform them about 
the outcome of their review or to request further information in order to complete their review.  
All of the claims involved will be individually examined, starting with those aged 71 or over.  
Due to the numbers  involved, the process will take a number of months to complete. 

Where possible, my Department will use information already held to assist in these reviews.   
Additional information is being requested in writing from pensioners in relation to unexplained 
gaps in their social insurance record, if required to complete their review.  These information 
requests also explain how to access my Department’s on-line service to provide the relevant 
information.  An information request issued to the person concerned on 18 January.   On receipt 
of the requested information, the person’s state pension (contributory) pension will be reviewed 
and they will be informed of the outcome in writing.  

It is expected that the first review outcomes will be notified during Quarter 1 2019.  Regard-
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less of when a review is completed, where a pensioner qualifies for an increase, the increase 
will be paid with their next due payment, together with arrears backdated to March 2018, or 
their 66th birthday if later.  If a pensioner does not qualify for an increase, they will continue to 
receive their existing rate of payment.  No personal pension entitlement rates will be reduced 
as a result of this review.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRM03500Social Insurance

23/01/2019WRM03600246. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if clarification will be provided in relation to the responses to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 187 and 188 of 15 November 2018 (details supplied). [3283/19]

23/01/2019WRM03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): So-
cial insurance for self-employed persons was introduced from April 1988.  Social welfare leg-
islation provides that where a person who became a self-employed contributor on the 6th April, 
1988 and who at any time prior to that date was an employed contributor, the date on which 
the person first entered into insurance (or the 6 April 1988 if more favourable to them) shall be 
regarded as their date of entry into insurance.  This provides for a more favourable calculation 
method for self employed people, where earlier periods of insured employment do not affect the 
yearly average achievable from their self employment.  

As periods of self-employment prior to April 1988 are not insurable under Social Wel-
fare legislation, they cannot be taken into account when calculating a person’s pension entitle-
ment.  Whether other types of social insurance contributions for periods prior to 1988  are 
deemed reckonable for pension entitlement purposes depends on the nature of those contribu-
tions and the person’s social insurance record.  

A person may apply for the voluntary contributions scheme to help maintain their social 
insurance record, provided they satisfy the qualifying conditions for that scheme.  Eligible vol-
untary contributions are reckonable for state pension (contributory) purposes.   Information on 
the voluntary contributory scheme is available on www.welfare.ie or by writing to the Client 
Eligibility Services section of my Department at Cork Road, Waterford.   

I want to assure the Deputy that when determining a person’s eligibility for state pension 
(contributory), the deciding officer will award the most financially beneficial payment, taking 
account of their entire employment history, in accordance with the governing legislative provi-
sions. 

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

23/01/2019WRM03800Rent Supplement Scheme Data

23/01/2019WRM03900247. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the amount spent on rent supplement in each of the years 2011 to 2018; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [3294/19]

23/01/2019WRM04000248. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of recipients on rent supplement in each of the years 2011 to 2018; the 
estimated cost in 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3295/19]
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23/01/2019WRM04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 247 and 248 together.

Rent supplement continues its vital role in housing families and individuals, with the scheme 
supporting approximately 24,300 recipients for which the Government has provided  €132.4 
million for 2019.

End of year statistics for rent supplement recipients and expenditure for the years 2011 to 
2019 and the projected cost for 2019, are provided in the attached tabular statement. The 2019 
figure, similar to 2018’s , is predicated on current trends associated with Housing Assistance 
Payment Scheme (HAP) and the underpinning macroeconomic conditions prevailing through-
out next year. 

The strategic goal of returning rent supplement to its original purpose; that of a short-term 
income support, has been primarily facilitated by the introduction of the HAP. The “Rebuilding 
Ireland - Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness (July 2016), reiterated in the “Housing 
First National Implementation Plan 2018-2021” (September 2018), is to provide 87,000 flex-
ible housing supports through the HAP and Rental Accommodation Scheme between 2016 and 
2021. As part of this commitment will be the transfer of those out of rent supplement with long 
term housing needs to HAP with a targeted completion date of these transfers by the end of 
2020.  For 2019, HAP’s transfer activity is expected to yield a closing rent supplement base of 
approximately 15,000 rent supplement customers at year end 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Tabular Statement:

Rent Supplement:  Recipient Numbers & Expenditure 2011  - 2019

Year   Recipients   Cost €000   
2011 96,803 502,747
2012 87,684 422,536
2013 79,788 372,909
2014 71,533 338,208
2015 61,247 311,059
2016 48,041 275,294
2017 34,378 230,566
2018 24,303 179,500 
2019 15,000 132,395 

23/01/2019WRM04300Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRM04400249. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of regular grade civil servants her Department has hired in advance of 
a no-deal Brexit; the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the 
budget made available in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal 
from the EU; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3320/19]

23/01/2019WRM04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department’s EU and International section (including Irish-UK Relations) has responsibility 
for the Department’s response to Brexit.  As part of the Department’s planning for dealing with 
the UK’s departure the team was expanded by  two senior managers who led the programme of 
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work necessary to ensure that the reciprocity of social welfare rights and entitlements, which 
currently exist for Irish and UK citizens moving within Ireland and between Ireland and Britain 
under the Common Travel Area, are safeguarded and maintained.  There are currently 11 staff 
(11 FTE) assigned to this section. 

I am satisfied that this staff cohort, working with other colleagues in the legal and policy 
divisions of the Department, is sufficient to complete all of the arrangements necessary to main-
tain the reciprocity of welfare rights and entitlements.

23/01/2019WRM04600Carer’s Benefit Applications

23/01/2019WRM04700250. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [3361/19]

23/01/2019WRM04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s benefit (CARB) is a PRSI based payment, made to persons who are providing full-time 
care and attention to a person who has such a disability that they require that level of care.  

An increased payment can be made where full-time care is being provided to two people.

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 14 November 2018 in 
respect of two care recipients. The application is currently being processed and once completed, 
the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRM04900Social Welfare Appeals

23/01/2019WRM05000251. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a file on a person (details supplied) will be forwarded to the social welfare 
appeals office; if the file will be issued to the appeals office as soon as possible in order for the 
appeal to be fully investigated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3408/19]

23/01/2019WRM05100Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): On receipt of additional medical evidence submitted in support of 
the appeal of the gentleman in question, a review of the claim was carried out by a deciding of-
ficer and he has been awarded invalidity pension with effect from the 19 July 2018.  As a result 
the appeal is no longer necessary. 

Payment will issue to his nominated post office on 07 February 2019.  Any arrears due from 
19 July 2018 to 06 February 2019 will issue as soon as possible.  He was notified of this deci-
sion on the 21 January 2019.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRM05200Social Welfare Appeals

23/01/2019WRM05300252. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a file on a person (details supplied) will be forwarded to the social welfare 
appeals office; if the file will be issued to the appeals office as soon as possible in order for the 
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appeal to be fully investigated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3409/19]

23/01/2019WRM05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 18th October 2018.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 17th January 2019 and the case 
will now be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal 
based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

23/01/2019WRM05500Mortgage to Rent Scheme Applications

23/01/2019WRM05600253. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason an application by a person (details supplied) was refused under the mortgage to 
rent scheme; and his views on whether this case illustrates a policy to refuse rural houses into 
the mortgage to rent scheme. [3160/19]

23/01/2019WRM05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Mortgage to Rent (MTR) scheme introduced in 2012 is targeted at those households in 
mortgage arrears who have had their mortgage position deemed unsustainable by their lender 
under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP), who agree to the voluntary surrender 
of their home and who have very limited options, if any, to meet their long-term housing needs 
themselves. In addition, the household must be deemed eligible for social housing support.

 I am not in a position to comment on any particular case nor would it be appropriate for me 
to do so.  The reasons why a case may not have progressed are varied and can depend on the 
lender, the property or the circumstances of the particular household. If MTR is not an option, it 
will be a matter for the borrower to discuss with their lender if there are other options available 
to resolve their mortgage arrears situation.

The Abhaile service is a national mortgage arrears resolution service, provided free of charge 
to  mortgage holders in arrears and its aim is to help these borrowers to find the best solutions 
and keep them, wherever possible, in their own homes.  The unique element of Abhaile is that it 
brings together, for the first time, the full range of supports and services required by borrowers 
in home mortgage arrears.  A dedicated adviser will work with the borrower and their lender to 
find the best solution for their particular situation.  The Money Advice and Budgetary Service 
(MABS) acts as the gateway for the service and can be contacted by telephoning (076)1072000 
or by accessing their website at: www.mabs.ie/abhaile. 

23/01/2019WRM05800Rental Sector

23/01/2019WRM05900254. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the details of new regulations regarding those that have properties (details supplied) in 
County Tipperary; when registration can take place with the local authority; if regulations are 
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nearing or are completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3192/19]

23/01/2019WRM06000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Action 18 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector, a Working Group was established, in-
volving representatives of all major public stakeholders with a policy interest in short-term 
lettings, to develop guidance in relation to planning applications, changes of use relating to 
short-term lettings and to examine the need for new regulatory arrangements.  Proposals under 
consideration by the Working Group have been aimed at facilitating short-term letting of ac-
commodation within permanent residences, known as homesharing, while protecting the exist-
ing stock of residential property in areas of high demand.

Having considered the Working Group’s report as well as the recommendations in the report 
of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government on short-term 
lettings, I recently announced plans to introduce a “one host, one home” model in areas where 
there is high housing demand. 

Homesharing will continue to be permissible for a person’s primary residence. In addition, 
an annual cap of 90 days will apply for the renting out on a short-term basis of a person’s entire 
home where it is their primary residence, with such short-term lets being restricted to periods of 
14 days or less at a time.  Under these arrangements, people who wish to avail of the new plan-
ning exemptions to use their own home for home-sharing or limited short-term letting purposes 
will be required to register this with their local planning authority.

Where a person owns a second property and intends to let it for short-term letting purposes, 
they will require planning permission to do so unless it already has planning permission to be 
used for tourism or short-term letting purposes. Planning permission for a change of use to 
short-term letting can be sought and it will be up to each local planning authority to consider 
such applications, based on guidance that will issue from my Department, taking account of 
housing demand pressures in the area and other relevant factors such as cumulative impacts.

 These proposed changes will not affect the operation of holiday homes as typically under-
stood, or longer-term flexible lettings which are provided for those coming to Ireland under 
employment contracts. 

 It is intended that the proposed new planning changes will come into effect on 1 June 2019, 
to allow property owners sufficient lead-in time to prepare for and adapt to the proposed new 
laws. In addition to the making of revised draft exempted development planning regulations, 
which are being progressed, amendments to primary legislation will also be introduced which 
will underpin and strengthen the new proposals.  This element of the changes proposed is cur-
rently being developed and details will be published in due course.

23/01/2019WRN00200Social and Affordable Housing Data

23/01/2019WRN00300255. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1172 of 15 January 2019, if he will provide a further 
breakdown of the all in unit cost ceilings referenced in tables 2 and 3. [3196/19]

23/01/2019WRN00400256. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1172 of 15 January 2019, if he will clarify matters (de-
tails supplied) in relation to Dublin City Council. [3197/19]

23/01/2019WRN00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 255 and 256 together.
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Unit Cost Ceiling (UCC) Construction Costs relate to building costs only, which include nor-
mal site-works and site development, and are inclusive of VAT.

As noted in the reply to Question No. 1172 of 15 January 2019, land costs vary depending 
on location, size, site conditions, etc. The UCC all-In costs therefore reflect a composite aver-
age figure per unit, inclusive of VAT, to reflect construction costs, land costs, professional fees, 
utilities, site investigations/surveys, and specialist surveys, such as archaeology. The profes-
sional fees allowed for in the UCC All-In costs include, but are not limited to, design, valuation, 
and legal fees, as required.

Site investigations/site surveys are generally carried out on all sites, which is in line with 
best practice. Specialist surveys (e.g. archaeology) are carried out where necessary.

The VAT referenced in the UCC All-In costs applies to construction, fees, surveys etc, as 
appropriate.

23/01/2019WRN00700Repair and Leasing Scheme

23/01/2019WRN00800257. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of units provided through the repair and lease scheme in 2017 and 2018; 
the cost per annum; the estimated cost and number of units in 2019; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [3291/19]

23/01/2019WRN00900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): At 
the end of Q3 2018, a total of 1,214 applications had been received from property owners under 
the Repair and Leasing (RLS) scheme; 48 homes had been brought back into use and were ten-
anted; and 122 agreements for lease had been signed. A detailed breakdown of the RLS scheme 
data by local authority up to end Q3 2018 is available on my Department’s website at the fol-
lowing link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision.

A breakdown of the 48 homes delivered under the scheme by year and local authority is set 
out in the table:

Table 1: RLS Delivery

Local Authority Units Delivered - 2017 Units Delivered – End Q3 
2018

Carlow County Council 0 2
Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown 
County Council

1 0

Fingal County Council 0 3
Limerick City & County 
Council

0 7

Meath County Council 0 1
Monaghan County Council 0 4
Roscommon County Coun-
cil

0 2
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Local Authority Units Delivered - 2017 Units Delivered – End Q3 
2018

Waterford City & County 
Council

6 11

Wexford County Council 2 9
Total 9 39
Total capital expenditure under the scheme for 2017 and up to end Q3 2018 is set out in 

Tables 2 and 3 below. Data for the RLS scheme for Q4 2018 is currently being collected and 
will be published shortly. 

Table 2: RLS Capital Expenditure 2017

 Local Authority  Spend for 2017
 Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown County Coun-
cil

 €4,987

 Waterford City & County Council  €191,398
 Total Spend €196,385* 
*The capital claim for the homes delivered under the scheme in Wexford in 2017 was sub-

mitted in 2018. (and was paid in Q4 2018).

Table 3: RLS Capital Expenditure to end Q3 2018    

Local Authority Spend for 2018 at end Q3 
 Carlow County Council  €67,983
 Limerick City & County Council  €75,000
 Meath County Council  €8,698
 Monaghan County Council  €25,000
 Waterford City & County Council  €391,931
 Total Spend  €568,612
Significant funding of €38 million is available for the scheme and I expect local authorities 

and approved housing bodies to continue to implement the scheme locally and to achieve the 
target of 950 new properties this year.

23/01/2019WRN01000Homeless Accommodation Provision

23/01/2019WRN01100258. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount spent on family hubs in 2017 and 2018; the estimated cost in 2019; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3292/19]

23/01/2019WRN01200259. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of recipients of family hubs in 2017; the estimated number in 2018; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [3293/19]

23/01/2019WRN01300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 258 and 259 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommo-
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dation and associated services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.  

Family hubs offer family living arrangements with a greater level of stability than is pos-
sible in hotel accommodation, with the capacity to provide appropriate play-space, cooking and 
laundry facilities, communal recreation space, while move-on options to long-term independent 
tenancies are identified and secured.  

There are currently 26 hubs operational nationally, offering over 600 units of family accom-
modation in urban areas. 22 of these are in Dublin, with one each in Cork, Kildare, Limerick 
and Louth. Further facilities will become operational during the course of 2019, details of 
which will become available as projects are finalised by housing authorities.

Capital payments amounting to €14.2 million and €48.5 million were made in respect of 
operational hub facilities in 2017 and 2018.    The funding to be provided in 2019 will be de-
pendent on the progress made by local authorities on the development of further family hubs 
over the rest of the year.

In relation to the operational funding for the family hubs, my Department provides funding 
to housing authorities on a regional basis towards the operational costs of homeless accommo-
dation and related services.  Under the funding arrangements, housing authorities must provide 
at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources. Housing authorities may also 
incur additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of the funding arrangements 
with my Department.  Therefore, the exact amounts spent by housing authorities on homeless 
services, as well as the types of accommodation and the service providers engaged, are a mat-
ter for those authorities.  Financial reports from each of the regions, setting out expenditure 
on homeless services, including family hubs, in each region in 2017, are published on my De-
partment’s website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/node/5498. The equivalent 
reports for 2018 are currently being prepared by housing authorities.

23/01/2019WRN01500Housing Assistance Payment Data

23/01/2019WRN01600260. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount spent on the housing assistance payment per annum since its establish-
ment; the estimated cost in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3296/19]

23/01/2019WRN01700261. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of recipients of the housing assistance payment since its inception; the 
estimated cost in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3297/19]

23/01/2019WRN01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 260 and 261 together.

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support that is 
now available to all eligible households throughout the State. Data to end 2018 is not yet avail-
able; however, at the end of Quarter 3 2018, there were more than 40,800 households having 
their housing needs met via HAP and some 25,500 separate landlords and agents in receipt of 
monthly HAP payments. 

HAP is funded through a combination of Exchequer monies and tenant differential rents 
collected in respect of HAP tenancies. Budget 2019 has increased the Exchequer funding for 
the HAP scheme to €422 million. This will allow for the continued support of existing HAP 
households and also enable the additional 16,760 households targeted under Rebuilding Ireland 
to be supported by HAP in 2019, as well as supporting the roll-out of the Homeless HAP Place 
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Finder Support Service across the country. 

Details on the Exchequer funding for HAP from 2014 to 2018 are set out in the table below:      

Year          Additional Households sup-
ported at end of year              

Outturn€M        

2014 485 €0.39m 
2015 5,680 €15.64m 
2016 12,075 €57.69m 
2017 17,916 €152.69m 
2018 13,741 (end Q3 2018)* €276.6m (full year)
  *Data in respect of Q4 2018 will be available shortly. 

23/01/2019WRN02000Rental Accommodation Scheme Data

23/01/2019WRN02100262. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount spent on the rental accommodation scheme in each of the years 2011 to 
2018; the estimated cost in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3298/19]

23/01/2019WRN02200263. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of recipients of the rental accommodation scheme in each of the years 2011 
to 2018; the estimated cost in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3299/19]

23/01/2019WRN02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 262 and 263 together.

Data for the years 2011 to 2017 on the number and cost of tenancies funded under the Rental 
Accommodation Scheme (RAS) scheme is available on my Department’s website at the fol-
lowing link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-
social-housing-provision.  

The most recent RAS data reflects the number of tenancies in place at end October 2018, 
when there were a total of 19,062 tenancies supported under the scheme.  Data in respect of the 
last quarter of 2018 is being compiled by my Department.  

I am providing €134.3 million to support the cost of RAS in 2019 and this funding will go 
towards supporting 600 additional RAS tenancies targeted to be achieved by local authorities in 
2019 and the ongoing cost of supporting continuing RAS contracts in place at the end of 2018. 

It is not possible to accurately predict the number of tenancies that will be supported by 
RAS at the end of 2019 as numbers in RAS vary as contracts end, tenants move on to other 
properties, landlords join or withdraw from the scheme, new tenancies are allocated or vacan-
cies in contracted units are filled.  Furthermore, towards 2021, as the Housing Assistance Pay-
ment (HAP) scheme continues to be rolled out nationally and replaces Rent Supplement, it is 
expected that more RAS tenancies will terminate than will commence.

Nevertheless, RAS continues to be an effective and secure form of social housing support, 
and remains a significant part of the suite of social housing options currently available to those 
who are assessed as being in need of housing support.

23/01/2019WRN02500Housing Data
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23/01/2019WRN02600264. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount spent on the social housing current expenditure programme in each of the 
years 2011 to 2018; the estimated cost in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[3300/19]

23/01/2019WRN02700265. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of units on the social housing current expenditure programme in each of 
the years 2011 to 2018; the estimated cost in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [3301/19]

23/01/2019WRN02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 264 and 265 together.

The Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) supports the delivery of so-
cial housing by providing financial support to local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies 
(AHBs) for the leasing of houses and apartments. These properties are either privately owned 
or owned by AHBs. Properties made available under the programme are used to accommodate 
households from local authority waiting lists.

Details of the total number of properties operational under SHCEP at the end of each of the 
years 2011 to end Q3 2018 are provided below in tabular form. Data for Q4 2018 are currently 
being collated and will be available shortly.

Year Dwellings operational under SHCEP   
2011 2,496 
2012 3,701 
2013 4,600 
2014 5,622 
2015 7,099 
2016 8,366 
2017 10,152 
2018 to end Q3 10,877
In total, it is estimated that an additional 21,100 dwellings will be incrementally supported 

under SHCEP in the period from 2018 to 2021. This includes dwellings to be sourced through 
long-term lease arrangements from a range of different sources including the Repair and Leasing 
Scheme, Enhanced Leasing Scheme and properties which will be delivered by AHBs through a 
combination of the support under my Department’s Capital Advance Loan Facility (CALF) and 
private borrowings, including from the Housing Finance Agency (HFA).  

The annual cost of SHCEP to the Exchequer is made up of the continuing cost of supporting 
existing tenancies and contracts in place at the end of the previous year together with the ad-
ditional cost of the new tenancies and contracts supported over the course of the year to which 
the allocation relates. Exchequer funding for SHCEP in 2019 is €155m– an increase of €40m 
over 2018. Details of the funding provided to local authorities under SHCEP from 2011 to end 
Q3 2018 are provided below in tabular form. 

Period SHCEP Expenditure   
2011 €13,817,464 
2012 €20,814,526 
2013 €27,362,615 
2014 €34,844,780 
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Period SHCEP Expenditure   
2015 €42,275,724 
2016 €54,028,752 
2017 €84,050,743 
2018 to end Q3 €42,793,213

23/01/2019WRN03000Rent Pressure Zones

23/01/2019WRN03100266. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 268 of 17 January 2019, his plans to renew the areas 
designated as rent pressure zones in view of the fact that the Act designates December 2019 as 
the time when these zones will cease (details supplied). [3312/19]

23/01/2019WRN03200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
indicated in my reply to Question No 268 of 17 January 2019, future policy decisions in rela-
tion to the rental sector, including the future of RPZ designations, will be informed by ongoing 
careful analysis of the rental market. Decisions flowing from this process, including in relation 
to the future RPZ designations, will be outlined in due course.

23/01/2019WRN03300Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRN03400267. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of regular grade civil servants his Department has hired in advance of a no-
deal Brexit; the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget 
made available in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from 
the EU; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [3324/19]

23/01/2019WRN03500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): To 
date, staff in my Department have been assigned Brexit-related roles in addition to their exist-
ing responsibilities, rather than being assigned exclusively to Brexit matters. This has enabled 
broad engagement across the Department and has ensured the availability of appropriate ex-
pertise in all relevant areas. It has also enabled the Department to become fully engaged in the 
cross-Departmental work on Brexit-related issues.

Taking on these additional responsibilities has been facilitated from within the general in-
crease in staffing resources put in place across the Department in recent years, including in 2018 
when the overall staffing complement of the organisation increased from a Fulltime Equiva-
lent (FTE) number of 655 at end December 2017 to FTE of 719 at end December 2018.

23/01/2019WRN03600Architects Register

23/01/2019WRN03700268. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding registration fees; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [3359/19]

23/01/2019WRN03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Having regard to the detailed engagement that took place with the Royal Institute of the Archi-
tects of Ireland (RIAI) when the fees referred to were set initially, and again when they were 
reviewed in 2016, I am satisfied that the fees have been set at an appropriate level in relation to 
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the functions which the RIAI performs under the Building Control Act 2007.  It should also be 
noted that provision exists for fees to be reduced or waived in cases of verified hardship.

The RIAI publishes an annual report each year which is available on its website at the fol-
lowing link: https://www.riai.ie/about/riai_annual_reports/.  This includes a certified financial 
report with details of income and expenditure.  In addition, its annual return is filed with the 
Companies Registration Office.  

My Department will be reviewing the relevant reporting arrangements in the context of the 
reporting required in relation to 2018 activity under the 2007 Act.

23/01/2019WRN03900Brexit Staff

23/01/2019WRN04000269. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the number of regular grade civil servants her Department has hired in advance of a no-
deal Brexit; the number of specialist grade civil servants hired in advance of same; the budget 
made available in advance of Brexit for hiring of staff in advance of the UK withdrawal from 
the EU; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [3317/19]

23/01/2019WRN04100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government’s contingency planning for Brexit was initiated well in advance of the UK referen-
dum in June 2016. The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade is overseeing the co-ordination 
of the whole-of-Government response to Brexit through the cross-Departmental coordination 
structures chaired by his Department. 

In July 2018, and again in September 2018, a number of decisions were made at Cabinet 
relating to Brexit preparedness and contingency planning, including the phased recruitment of 
staff, as required.

The Government has already sanctioned €4m for the commencement of a phased process 
for the recruitment of additional staff to carry out the greatly increased volumes of import con-
trols and export certification arising from Brexit.

A Working Group, chaired at Assistant Secretary level and comprising of officials from 
across the Department has been established to deal with Brexit issues. This Working Group 
is supported by the Department’s Corporate Governance and Coordination Unit which is also 
responsible for coordinating the response to Brexit related issues within the remit of my Depart-
ment.

My Department also has a full time dedicated attaché assigned to Ireland’s Permanent Rep-
resentation in Brussels. This officer is a member of the Department’s Working Group and is also 
fully involved in the preparations by Ireland’s diplomatic team in Brussels.

I am advised that my Department is keeping all Brexit related staffing requirements under 
review and that current requirements are being met from within existing resources.


