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          Questions Nos. 1 to 6, inclusive, answered orally.

06/12/2018WRA00400Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Data

06/12/2018WRA005007. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
payments made to date under the areas of natural constraints scheme by county. [51172/18]

06/12/2018WRA00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The detailed 
county by county breakdown requested by the Deputy follows and will be entered into the re-
cord. To date in 2018, a total of €219.2 million has been paid to some 91,190 farmers.

The total allocation for Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme has been increased by 
€48million over the course of the last two Budgets,  with the result that the allocation has been 
restored to pre-downturn levels.  In 2018, payment levels across all categories of land in the 
Scheme were increased, with the highest level of increases being targeted at those areas faced 
with the highest levels of constraint.  

For 2019, the Scheme is being redesigned in line with the requirements of the EU Regula-
tions, and as part of this process payment rates across all categories of land will be increased 
again.  This change requires a formal amendment to the Rural Development Programme (RDP), 
and I have now submitted the new payment rates to the Monitoring Committee for the RDP as 
part of this process.  As with the 2018 increases, higher increases will be targeted at those areas 
facing the highest level of constraint on their land.

County Num Applied Num Eligible Num Paid Paid Amt
Carlow 1,080 735 681 1,624,068.94
Cavan 4,853 4,765 4,428 10,059,686.74
Clare 6,071 6,009 5,609 13,932,445.88
Cork 11,065 7,083 6,386 16,745,482.24
Donegal 8,907 8,669 7,557 20,405,572.49
Dublin 260 160 135 329,843.28
Galway 12,082 11,929 10,725 25,531,952.66
Kerry 7,791 7,630 6,857 18,796,102.39
Kildare 1,242 529 473 966,439.06
Kilkenny 2,849 1,724 1,577 3,692,511.95
Laois 2,462 1,685 1,537 3,377,373.79
Leitrim 3,462 3,421 3,126 7,838,645.24

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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County Num Applied Num Eligible Num Paid Paid Amt
Limerick 4,463 2,932 2,678 5,669,677.11
Longford 2,387 2,349 2,160 4,847,015.65
Louth 1,136 786 670 1,301,788.09
Mayo 11,444 11,353 10,224 24,931,023.97
Meath 2,579 1,332 1,215 2,380,619.53
Monaghan 4,138 4,035 3,693 7,593,697.32
Offaly 2,902 2,408 2,177 4,539,079.57
Roscommon 5,658 5,599 5,121 11,795,353.09
Sligo 3,984 3,935 3,550 8,459,942.28
Tipperary 6,202 4,452 4,043 9,439,741.43
Waterford 2,107 1,431 1,259 3,041,227.90
Westmeath 2,938 2,646 2,422 4,980,185.26
Wexford 3,075 1,501 1,274 2,582,489.29
Wicklow 2,026 1,806 1,616 4,410,591.20
Total 117,163 100,904 91,193 219,272,556.35

  Questions Nos. 8 to 12, inclusive, answered orally.

06/12/2018WRA00800Organic Farming Scheme

06/12/2018WRA0090013. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
arrangements for the reopening of the organic farming scheme; the primary areas of focus in 
this regard; the budget for the extended scheme; and the number of farmers that could apply. 
[51159/18]

06/12/2018WRA01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The new Or-
ganic Farming Scheme under the current Rural Development Programme has proved extremely 
successful, attracting more new applicants than any scheme previously, and encouraging a sig-
nificant number of Irish farmers to convert to organic farming systems.  Latest figures indicate 
that there are now some 72,000 hectares under organic production, an increase of nearly 50% 
on the position at the start of the Programme in 2014.

The Organic Sector Strategy Group, which was established earlier this year, was tasked 
with developing a strategy for the development of the Organic Sector for the period up to 2025 
and with assessing the justification for a targeted reopening of the Organic Farming Scheme, 
looking to best economic and environmental outcomes, in accordance with the Group’s terms 
of reference.

A public consultation process provided an opportunity for all interested parties to contribute 
to the development of the new strategic plan. This public consultation process combined with 
an Organic Processing Survey ensured that stakeholders had their views considered in building 
on the progress made and providing clear direction for further development of the Organic Sec-
tor for the next seven years. 

According to 2017 Bord Bia research, categories with the greatest growth potential in the 
domestic market are fruit and vegetables, and dairy.  Notwithstanding the fact that a large pro-
portion of the total organic tillage crop is dedicated to oats, there is insufficient supply to meet 
demand. Furthermore, the insufficient supply of organic cereals and proteins is inhibiting the 
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growth of the organic dairy, meat, and aquaculture sectors. This deficit in supply also neces-
sitates importation which increases costs of production and therefore impacts competitiveness. 
The overriding challenge is to ensure that the development of production of organic food prod-
ucts is in line with market requirements and consumer demand. This will be the key to long term 
sustainable growth of the Irish Organic Food Sector.

Based on this assessment, the Group considered that there is sufficient market demand to 
justify the reopening of the Organic Farming Scheme on a targeted basis focussing on areas that 
are in deficit and where market demand is growing.  In addition, the reopening of the Scheme 
is perceived as one of the most important steps in the future direction and development of the 
Sector. The Group unanimously agreed that the areas to be targeted should be organic horticul-
ture, cereals and dairy.

Based on the recommendation of this Group, the Organic Farming Scheme was re-opened 
on 19 November, 2018.  An allocation of €1.25m has been provided to facilitate the re-opening 
of this Scheme.  Applications for the scheme must be made online, but there will be no require-
ment to use an Agricultural Advisor to make the applications.  The closing date for submission 
of completed on-line applications is 19 December 2018.

All registered organic farmers are eligible to apply for the Organic Farming Scheme.  Prior-
ity will be given to those areas deemed to be in deficit ie horticulture, tillage and dairy.  The 
size of the holdings and the enterprise type in each case will determine the number of farmers 
accepted into the scheme.

  Question No. 14 answered orally.

06/12/2018WRA01200Greenhouse Gas Emissions

06/12/2018WRA0130015. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to ensure that the carbon footprint of the agriculture sector here is being re-
duced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51173/18]

06/12/2018WRA01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Irish agricul-
tural production is recognised by international independent analysis as having one of the lowest 
carbon-footprints internationally. The European Commission’s JRC Report of 2010 “Evalu-
ation of the livestock sector’s contribution to the EU greenhouse gas emissions (GGELS)” 
recognised that Ireland (with Austria) had the lowest cow milk emissions as well as the lowest 
emissions per kilo of pork. The FAO has also recognised the efficiency of our temperate grass-
land based production systems. 

Production efficiency improvements are a core part of the efforts being undertaken by the 
agricultural sector. Significant progress in production efficiency has already been achieved 
through the use of fertiliser and manure, grassland management, improved breeding and better 
fertility. At farm level, my Department and its agencies are actively engaged with the farming 
sector through initiatives such as the Origin Green Farm Sustainability and Quality Assur-
ance schemes, Knowledge Transfer Schemes, Beef Data and Genomics Programmes, the Green 
Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS) and the Targeted Agricultural Modernisation 
Schemes (TAMS). 

As an example of my continued focus on ensuring the lowering of the carbon footprint of 
the agriculture sector I have recently introduced a Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot scheme 
that builds on the success of the Beef Data and Genomics Programme. This new scheme is tar-
geted at suckler farmers and is specifically aimed at further improving the carbon efficiency of 
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beef production.

Sequestration has also a key role to play in reducing the carbon footprint of the sector and 
my Department has made significant investment under the Forestry Programme. In 2018 €106 
million has been made available by my Department to support afforestation and other forest 
initiatives with significant improvements in grant and premium rates under the agroforestry and 
forestry for fibre options.

Higher ambition on environmental and climate action are part of the new CAP, post 2020, 
and it is proposed that 40% of the overall CAP budget will contribute to climate action. This 
will require farmers to achieve a higher level of environmental ambition through both manda-
tory and incentive-based measures.

As we look towards defining measures and targets under the new CAP regime the recently 
published Teagasc report “An analysis of Abatement Potential of Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
in Irish Agriculture 2021-2030” is key to informing the type of abatement measures we need to 
focus on to continue to reduce the carbon footprint of the sector. 

My Department will continue to actively engage in the whole of government approach on 
climate policy to examine the best means of encouraging sustainable intensification of food 
production, while optimising the sectors contribution to greenhouse gas mitigation and seques-
tration including through afforestation and other forest sector activities.

06/12/2018WRA01500Hen Harriers Threat Response Plan

06/12/2018WRA0160016. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of discussions with his colleague in the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht regarding the timeline to complete the threat response plan for hen harrier areas; and 
his views on permitting afforestation in hen harrier areas. [51150/18]

06/12/2018WRA01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The overall 
aim of the European Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species which are threatened throughout Europe and deemed highly sen-
sitive to change. These habitats and species are listed in the Habitats Directive and the Birds 
Directive. Special Areas of Conservation, or SACs, and Special Protection Areas, or SPAs – 
also known as Natura sites – are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of these 
habitats and species. As such, SACs and SPAs are a key component in the protection of rare 
and endangered habitats and species, both in Ireland and at a European and international level.

To tackle the decline of Hen Harrier populations in Ireland, a process has been underway 
since 2015 to develop a Threat Response Plan. This process, led by Minister Madigan and the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, focuses on the key land uses of agriculture, 
forestry and wind farm development. The Plan will address pressures facing populations within 
those SPAs designated for breeding Hen Harrier, and also issues facing the species within the 
wider countryside 

I am informed that the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is currently final-
ising the draft Threat Response Plan for public consultation. This follows earlier consultation 
with the stakeholder representative Consultative Committee in May of this year, which gener-
ated considerable feedback regarding – among other issues – proposals for limited afforestation 
within the SPAs. 

The timeline for the release of the draft Plan is a matter for the Department of Culture, Heri-
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tage and the Gaeltacht. However, it should be noted that any afforestation within a Natura site 
must satisfy Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, and must also be agreed to by National Parks 
& Wildlife Service. Until the Threat Response Plan is completed, my Department will not be in 
a position to approve afforestation projects within the SPAs. 

In the overall context of my commitment to addressing the decline of the Hen Harrier, I 
would point out that I fully  recognise the importance of the preservation and conservation of 
the Hen Harrier and other protected bird species. Under the Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020, for instance , the Green Low-carbon, Agri-environment Scheme (GLAS) gives pri-
ority access to landowners in SPAs and supports them in adopting farming systems suitable to 
the protected species. 2,657 farmers currently have Hen Harrier actions under GLAS, covering 
42,216 hectares of habitat. My Department is also funding a Hen Harrier Programme under 
the European Innovation Partnerships (EIP) measure. This particular programme, which has a 
budget of some €25 million, focuses specifically on farmers managing habitat in the six Hen 
Harrier SPAs.

06/12/2018WRA01800Brexit Supports

06/12/2018WRA0190017. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of businesses in the food production sector that have availed of the Brexit loan 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51148/18]

06/12/2018WRA02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Brexit 
Loan Scheme provides affordable working capital to eligible businesses with up to 499 em-
ployees that are or will be impacted by Brexit and meet the scheme criteria. The €23 million 
exchequer funding (€9 million from my Department and €14 million from the Department of 
Business Enterprise and Innovation) has been leveraged to provide a fund of up to €300 mil-
lion.  The Scheme has been designed to assist eligible Irish businesses in the short-term to deal 
with the challenges of Brexit, which include the pressures of increased market instability and 
currency volatility. 

The Scheme was launched in March this year and will remain open until 31st March 2020, 
or until it is fully subscribed. As of 3 December, there have been 312 applications received, with 
274 deemed eligible. 55 have loans progressed to sanction at finance provider level with a value 
of €12.91 million.  This equates to an average loan value of €235,000. These figures were issued 
as an interim update by the SBCI.  

The SBCI issue a detailed report on a quarterly basis, which includes a sectoral breakdown. 
As per the last quarterly report, dated 2 October 2018, there were 26 food-related loan applica-
tions approved under the Scheme.

06/12/2018WRA02100Antimicrobial Resistance

06/12/2018WRA0220018. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details of the joint approach to One Health being adopted by his Department and the Depart-
ment of Health. [51038/18]

06/12/2018WRA02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Antimicrobial 
Resistance or AMR is a major strategic global public health risk. Tackling AMR, specifically 
antibiotic resistance,  across  three sectors, human health, animal health and the environmental 
sector (i.e. a ‘One Health Approach’) is critically important to achieving sustainable develop-
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ment. This department has always recognised the need for a joined up approach.

 My Department has been working collaboratively with the Department of Health since 
2013, with the production of an initial interdepartmental discussion paper on an intersectoral 
response to the spread of AMR in the human and animal sectors. 

 This was followed in 2014, by the establishment of a ‘One Health’ National Interdepart-
mental AMR Consultative Committee as a whole of government approach to address the AMR 
threat. This Committee brings together many of the key stakeholders in human health, animal 
health and the environmental sectors to raising public and professional awareness across the 
sectors and provide guidance  to ensure that AMR is addressed holistically and in a co-ordinated 
way at national level.

  In 2017 both Departments jointly launched Irelands first ‘One Health’ national action plan 
on AMR, i NAP, which serves as the framework for cross-sectoral co-operation to tackle the 
challenge of AMR until 2020. 

The development of Ireland’s first ‘One Health Report’ which examines the surveillance of 
AMR and usage of antibiotics across the human and animal health sectors was completed this 
year. This report, by Department of Health and my Department, will be published shortly.

Most recently, under the ‘One Health’ umbrella, my Department, along with the Department 
of Health and HSE, and supported by the Environmental Protection Agency, hosted Ireland’s 
first One Health Event to mark European and World Antibiotic Awareness Week. This event 
facilitated the sharing and learning of best practice amongst healthcare and veterinary profes-
sionals in relation to prescribing and use of antibiotics in human and animal health.  

  Question No. 19 answered orally.

06/12/2018WRA02500Beef Exports

06/12/2018WRA0260020. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the progress made by the agrifood sector here in developing a market for Irish beef in 
China. [51192/18]

06/12/2018WRA02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My officials 
continue to work towards opening and enhancing access to as many markets as possible. This 
is a key part of our response to the challenges and uncertainty posed by Brexit, and in line with 
the market development theme of the Food Wise 2025 strategy. The opening of the Chinese 
market for Irish beef earlier this year was the culmination of significant work, over a number of 
years, and I am delighted that 6 Irish beef plants are currently approved to export beef to China.  

My officials are currently working towards progressing applications for additional beef 
plants approvals, in order to increase Ireland’s ability to supply the market, and this was the 
subject of a bilateral technical meeting at Senior Officials level in Beijing at the start of No-
vember. 

Total Irish agri-food trade exports to China were  €974 million in 2017. China is now our 
third largest market overall for agri-food exports. Dairy exports reached €667 million and pig-
meat exports were over €100 million in 2017. These were the two largest categories of food 
exported to China, and for both of these commodities China was Ireland’s second largest desti-
nation market according to the Central Statistics Office (CSO) trade data. China is also a grow-
ing market for seafood and other food and drink exports.  
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Last month, my colleague, Minister of State Andrew Doyle TD, had a series of political 
and promotional engagements  at the China International Import Expo (CIIE) in Shanghai and 
at the Seafood Expo in Qingdao.  This follows the trade mission I led to China in May, and an 
inward visit by the Chinese Minister for Agriculture in October, underlining our commitment 
to progressing key political and trade relationships with China. 

By gaining access to China, we have opened a very significant beef market for Irish beef 
companies. It is up to the beef companies to avail of this opportunity.  According to the  Cen-
tral Statistics Office (CSO) by the end of August 2018, Irish beef exports to China were 260 
tonnes or €432,000. I am reasonably pleased with this level of exports given that the trade only 
commenced during the Summer. It indicates that Irish beef companies are beginning to gain a 
foothold in the Chinese market. 

On average Chinese beef consumption is now 4kg per person per year.  While that may be 
considered low when compared to average Irish consumption of 19kg of beef per capita per 
year, it underlines the potential for further growth in consumer demand for beef, driven by in-
creasing urbanisation and  higher disposable incomes.  Total beef imports to China were around 
600,000 tonnes in 2016. That is more than Ireland’s total beef exports to all markets last year. 
I firmly believe that our beef industry can and will compete effectively in the Chinese market 
and I look forward to the opportunities that this access will bring.

06/12/2018WRA02800Beef Industry

06/12/2018WRA0290021. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
nature and level of discussions he has had with beef factories to ensure farm producers receive 
a reasonable price for beef; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51205/18]

06/12/2018WRA03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, in accordance with competition law, neither I nor my Department have any role 
in determining market prices for any commodity, nor can I intervene in this process. 

I am conscious that this has been a difficult year for the sector in terms of weather and the 
range of challenges associated with it. We have to acknowledge that input costs at farm level 
will be unexpectedly high this year as a result of fodder shortages. 

At the last meeting of the Beef Roundtable on 3rd October I highlighted the need for stake-
holders to recognise their inter-dependency. I urged processors to engage positively with their 
farmer suppliers to build the sustainability of the sector as a whole and to ensure a reasonable 
return for the farmers upon whom the sector relies for its development.  It is essential that the 
position of the primary producer in the supply chain be improved if the industry is to build a 
sector for the future.

The Beef Roundtable also included discussions on the potential for producer organisations 
and the development of new technologies as ways of adding value along the whole supply chain 
though increased engagement in the bioeconmy.  These discussions were aimed at highlighting 
available tools to build resilience in the sector. 

I have also  asked Bord Bia to conduct a detailed examination of market dynamics, with the 
cooperation of the industry, taking into account sales of particular cuts into particular segments 
of the market in order to improve price transparency.

One of the unique strengths of the agri-food sector has been the shared vision for the sus-
tainable development of the sector in Food Wise 2025.  I hope that this positive engagement 
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will continue.

More generally in relation to the beef sector, I was pleased to secure in the recent Budget, 
€20 million for a new pilot scheme targeted at suckler farmers and specifically aimed at further 
improving the carbon efficiency of beef production. The pilot will build on the Beef Data and 
Genomics Scheme.

My Department is examining all appropriate measures to support the different agri-food 
sectors, including the suckler sector in preparation for the next iteration of the CAP.  I will con-
tinue to argue for as strong a CAP budget as possible, post-2020.  In particular, I am committed 
to ensuring that suckler farmers continue to receive strong support in the next CAP.  My view 
is that such payments should support and encourage suckler farmers to make the best decisions 
possible to improve the profitability, and the economic and environmental efficiency, of their 
farming system.

Finally, my Department is working with other Departments and Agencies to broaden the 
portfolio of markets available to the Irish beef sector. Live exports are also an important market 
outlet, and the volumes have increased by 30% in 2018.

I would urge the industry to reflect on the economic sustainability of its own supply base 
when considering the development of the sector into the future.

06/12/2018WRA03100Invasive Plant Species

06/12/2018WRA0320022. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures in place for tackling invasive species such as Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam 
and gunnera tinctoria; and the role of his Department in managing the control of invasive spe-
cies. [51156/18]

06/12/2018WRA03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My colleague, 
Josepha Madigan TD, Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is responsible for the 
enforcement of  Irish legislation which deals with Invasive species. The Wildlife Act and The 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477/2011), 
both prohibit the spreading of invasive species. The European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011 contain important provisions to address the problem of invasive 
species and includes a list of approximately 70 plant and animal species considered to be the 
most harmful invasive alien species. 

My Department recognises the problem of Alien Invasive Species. Information sheets are 
available on the most important species in relation to agriculture on our Department Website. 
(https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmerschemespayments/glas/glastraining)

Under Cross Compliance measures the control of invasive species is implemented under 
Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC). GAEC 7 is the ‘Retention of Land-
scape Features & Designated Habitats and Controlling Invasive Species’. Under GAEC 7 In-
vasive Species must be controlled and failure to take appropriate measures to prevent the en-
croachment/proliferation of invasive species on to land may lead to a sanction on a farmers EU 
funded payments. 

My Department have a representative on the National Invasive Species Working Group 
which is coordinated by Teagasc. This group meets regularly to discuss and progress issues on 
Invasive Species in Ireland, including legislation, funding and training.
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06/12/2018WRA03400Common Agricultural Policy Reform

06/12/2018WRA0350023. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding discussions on the next CAP reform; and his priorities for the next CAP. 
[51198/18]

06/12/2018WRA03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The new regu-
lations for the CAP 2021-27 were launched on Friday 1 June 2018 by Commissioner Hogan. 
The proposals, as drafted, involve significant changes, including in relation to governance, the 
distribution of direct payments among farmers and the increasing environmental conditionality 
attaching to such payments. 

Discussions on the CAP proposals commenced during the Bulgarian Presidency and have 
continued apace under the Austrian Presidency, with up to 20 Working Group meetings taken 
place so far.  Further meetings are scheduled throughout the remainder of this month.  The 
Presidency is currently working through the proposals with the Member States to try and iden-
tify areas of agreement.

The CAP Post 2020 has been discussed at the Special Committee of Agriculture meetings 
on a regular basis.  CAP Post 2020 has also been a standing agenda item at every Agri-Fish 
Council meeting.  I had the opportunity to discuss the CAP proposals at our last meeting on 19 
November.  The CAP proposals will also be discussed at the next Agri-Fish Council meeting 
on 17/18 December, where the Austrian Presidency will present its progress report on the CAP 
strategic plans; Financing, management and monitoring of the CAP, and, the common market 
organisation (CMO) of agricultural products.

In general, I have been supportive of the proposals and can in principle agree with the nine 
key objectives identified for the CAP post 2020.  I subscribe to the general proposition that we 
should have a more modern and simpler CAP that has a strong environmental ambition and that 
Member States will have greater flexibility in designing measures that are best suited to their 
own needs.

I am also focused on the overall level of the CAP budget.  Member States are facing a 3.9% 
cut to Pillar 1 Direct Payments funding, and a 15% cut to Pillar 2 Rural Development funding.  
This is unacceptable in my view.  The retention of an adequate budget for the CAP post 2020 is 
a key priority for Ireland.  

I have been advocating strongly amongst my agriculture counterparts to maintain a strong 
CAP budget.  I co-signed a Joint Memorandum in Madrid in May this year, which calls for the 
CAP budget to be retained at current levels for the EU 27 post 2020.  The memorandum has 
been supported by up to 20 other EU Agriculture Ministers.  We will continue to work together 
on this issue as the negotiations for the CAP post 2020 and its budgetary allocations progress.

06/12/2018WRA03700Agriculture Schemes

06/12/2018WRA0380024. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
other schemes available to farmers to facilitate their transition towards a low carbon economy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51119/18]

06/12/2018WRA03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has a number of schemes available to farmers to facilitate their transition towards a low 
carbon economy.
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These include initiatives that address efficiency improvement and mitigation, sequestration 
of carbon and also the provision of biomass towards energy generation.  

The Origin Green Farm Sustainability and Quality Assurance schemes have at their core an 
independent farm audit where the farmer receives a feedback report on his or her farm’s perfor-
mance. This allows them to make informed decisions on improving the sustainability of their 
farms while also improving their efficiency and farm viability.  Knowledge Transfer schemes, 
funded under the Rural Development Programme (RDP), are essential in facilitating the trans-
fer of information from research and advisory services to farmer discussion group networks and 
cover a range of topics related to sustainability and climate mitigation. 

Under the Rural Development Programme (RDP), supports are included to help farmers 
improve their farm’s environmental performance. The Green Low Carbon Agri-Environment 
scheme (GLAS) includes specific measures to support climate change objectives, whilst our 
Organic Farming scheme supports organic farming as an alternative farming system contribut-
ing to improving soil quality and mitigation and adaptation to climate change.

Improving breeding and maintaining the health of livestock is also very important to achiev-
ing efficiency and managing emissions.  This is actively supported through our Beef Data and 
Genomics Programme (BDGP). This Programme ranks the efficiency of beef breeding animals 
on a star based system, with 5-star being the most efficient.  Building on the success of this Pro-
gramme I have just announced a new pilot scheme - The Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot 
(BEEP) – which will be targeted at suckler farmers and specifically aimed at further improving 
the carbon efficiency of beef production by measuring the weaning efficiency of suckler cows. 
Farmers will get detailed feedback on the performance of individual animals allowing them 
to identify the most productive cows in their herd. On the Dairy side, the Economic Breeding 
Index is identifying the most efficient animals for grass based production system.

I would also mention the Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Schemes (TAMS). This 
scheme supports capital investment to promote sustainability such as low emissions slurry 
spreading equipment and energy efficiency support measures.

In terms of sequestration, or the capturing of carbon, our most significant intervention is the 
national afforestation programme.  Afforestation and forests also play a key role in replacing 
energy intensive materials and providing sustainable renewable biomass to the energy sector. 
Since 1990 almost 312,000 hectares have been afforested primarily by farmers with supports 
from my Department, which represents a 40% increase in forest cover. It is intended to expand 
our overall forest estate from 11% to 18% by 2050. We are therefore investing heavily in the 
Afforestation Scheme to encourage landowners to establish forests on their land. The Govern-
ment has recently approved significant improvements in grant and premium rates here under the 
agroforestry and forestry for fibre options.

My department continues to review the types of schemes that will enable our farmers to 
transition to a low carbon economy.  Higher ambition on environmental and climate action are 
part of the new CAP, post 2020, and it is proposed that 40% of the overall CAP budget will con-
tribute to climate action. This will require farmers to achieve a higher level of environmental 
ambition through both mandatory and incentive-based measures as part of their transition to a 
low carbon economy and society.

06/12/2018WRA04000Beef Industry Irregularities

06/12/2018WRA0410025. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the number of times to date in 2018 that beef processing factories have been fined for 
breaching EU carcass trimming rules; the range of fines imposed; the maximum level that 
can be imposed; the number of inspections by officials in 2018 in such factories to check that 
grading and trimming is in compliance with regulations; and if will he consider publishing the 
names of factories fined in 2018. [51167/18]

06/12/2018WRA04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): To date in 
2018 there were fines applied to a total of 19 carcases that were non compliant with the EU ref-
erence carcase trimming specification. Under legislation (SI 363/2010), non-compliance with 
the carcase trim specification attracts a maximum on the spot fine of €200 per carcase.    

Regarding the maximum level that can be imposed, any person who commits an offence 
under the current Regulations is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €5,000 or 
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or to both. Recourse to this approach would 
preclude the possibility of an on the spot fine and conviction would require proof of intention 
beyond a reasonable doubt.

Carcase classification and carcase presentation controls in slaughter plants are carried out 
by a dedicated team of specialist staff in the Beef Carcase Classification Section within my 
Department. 

To date there have been 44,332 carcasses inspected in 2018.

As part of on-going dialogue with the industry both within the Beef Forum and directly with 
Meat Industry Ireland, I have stressed the need for positive engagement between suppliers and 
processors and I understand that Meat Industry Ireland has accepted that no individual farmer 
should be at a loss from a mistake made in a factory in relation to the application of carcase 
dressing procedures. There are commercial considerations to be taken into account in terms of 
publishing incidences of non-compliance, however, I understand that processors will introduce 
a payment to the farmer supplier to reflect any loss in each case where my Department has ap-
plied a trim fine on a particular carcase. Such payment will be identified on the payment remit-
tance docket, so that farmers will be aware of the penalty.

06/12/2018WRA04300Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

06/12/2018WRA0440026. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to change the rates of payment from 2019 in the ANC scheme so that these rates reflect 
more the natural constraint of the land farmers are farming; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [50978/18]

06/12/2018WRA04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the cur-
rent Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regula-
tion) Member States  are required to change the approach to the designation of land under the 
Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme. To date my Department had been identifying eligible ar-
eas using a range of socio economic indicators such as family farm income, population density, 
percentage of working population engaged in agriculture, and stocking density. 

 From 2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using the following list of bio-phys-
ical criteria:

- Low  temperature

- Dryness
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- Excess soil moisture

- Limited soil drainage

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness

- Shallow rooting depth

- Poor chemical properties

- Steep slope

This process has now been completed and in recent weeks I have published details in rela-
tion to the outcome and have completed a series of consultation meetings with key stakeholders.  

 In parallel to these changes to the 2019 Scheme, an additional €23m has been added to the 
Scheme budget for 2019.  Approximately €12m of this money will be allocated to newly eligible 
lands in 2019, with approximately €1m being allocated to the phasing out payments in respect 
of lands no longer eligible from 2019.  The remaining approximately €10m will be allocated 
as increased payment rates across all categories of land in the scheme.  These increases will 
be targeted so as to deliver higher increases to those lands with the highest level of constraint.

All these changes require a formal amendment to the Rural Development Programme, and 
this process is now underway to ensure that the Scheme can open for application early in 2019. 

06/12/2018WRA04600Agriculture Schemes

06/12/2018WRA0470027. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the progress to date on the roll-out of the agricultural sustainability support and advisory pro-
gramme with particular reference to the ongoing need to encourage sustainable farming whilst 
at the same time meeting water quality requirements; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51155/18]

06/12/2018WRA04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Agricul-
tural Sustainability Support & Advisory Programme (ASSAP) is an innovative Government/
industry initiative running from 2018 to 2021 and involves a well structured collaborative ini-
tiative involving all stakeholders, including the wider community, to facilitate improvements 
in water quality.  The ASSAP involves a resource of 30 Agricultural Sustainability Advisors, 
20 of whom are funded by Government and 10 by the Dairy Industry. These Advisors will pro-
mote on-farm best practice to farmers in 190 ‘Areas for Action’, which have been identified by 
the EPA where the status of the water is at risk of regressing. Farmers can avail of this service 
within the ‘Areas for Action’ on a voluntary basis. The initial focus for the Sustainability Advi-
sors is on water quality, this will be broadened over time to other sustainability issues.

Advisors have now received comprehensive training to ensure a common approach. The 
process of engagement with both the wider communities and with farmers in these areas is now 
underway. Community meetings are taking place in the ‘Areas-for-Action’ to update the wider 
communities on developments in the local areas; 15 such community meetings will take place 
before the year end. Furthermore farmer focused meetings will take place providing the oppor-
tunity for engagement with farmers in these areas.  It is important to note the very strong sup-
port from all those involved in farming for the programme; this support is crucial in communi-
cating and informing farmers about the ASSAP programme and facilitating farmer engagement.
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06/12/2018WRA04900Common Agricultural Policy Negotiations

06/12/2018WRA0500028. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
engagement his Department has with the revision of the Common Agricultural Policy; and the 
process by which the EU Council of Ministers will address the design of the new CAP system. 
[51157/18]

06/12/2018WRA05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The new regu-
lations for the CAP 2021-27 were launched on Friday 1 June 2018 by Commissioner Hogan. 
The proposals, as drafted, involve significant changes, including in relation to governance, the 
distribution of direct payments among farmers and the increasing environmental conditional-
ity attaching to such payments.  Ireland will work constructively on the CAP proposals with 
the European Commission and other EU Member States in an effort to reach agreement on the 
proposals.

These are complex proposals and an intensive and challenging negotiation is underway.  In 
preparing for these negotiations I have undertaken a number of actions in considering the CAP 
proposals to date.  

These actions include:- 

- an eight week public consultation process on the future of the CAP post 2020 which took 
place earlier this year.  As part of that process, I along with Minister Doyle attended a total of 
six public meetings held in various locations around the country.  One of the most common 
themes emerging from the consultation process was the need for a strong CAP budget. 

- In July, I also hosted a seminar on the new CAP legislative proposals for interested stake-
holders, including farm bodies, state agencies and the environmental pillar.  The outcome from 
the public consultation process and the stakeholder conference is feeding into the Department’s 
on-going analysis and policy response to the proposals.   

Consideration of the CAP proposals is ongoing at EU level.  The Austrian Presidency out-
lined an intensive programme of Working Party meetings to discuss specific aspects of the CAP 
proposals for the duration of its Presidency.  To date more than 20 Working Group meetings 
have taken place with further meetings scheduled into the middle of December.  This process 
will support the Presidency to find areas of agreement amongst the Member States.  

The CAP Post 2020 proposals are discussed at the Special Committee of Agriculture meet-
ings on a regular basis.  In addition, CAP post 2020 has also been a standing agenda item at 
every Agri-Fish Council meeting.  I have discussed the CAP proposals extensively with my 
Agriculture Ministerial colleagues at Council, most recently on 19 November.  

The negotiations for the CAP post 2020 are still ongoing and I will continue to seek to se-
cure the best possible outcome for the Irish agri-food sector.

06/12/2018WRA05200Beef Industry

06/12/2018WRA0530029. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address the crisis in the beef industry; the measures he plans to introduce to alleviate the 
near collapse of the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50976/18]

06/12/2018WRA05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has consistently provided significant support for the suckler sector and will continue to do 



Questions - Written Answers

14

so, in preparation for the next iteration of the CAP.

Earlier this year I was pleased to secure  an allocation of €20 million in the 2019 Budget 
for a new pilot scheme for suckler farmers, specifically aimed at further improving the carbon 
efficiency of beef production. The Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP) will target the 
weaning efficiency of suckler cows and calves - measuring the liveweight of the calf at wean-
ing as a percentage of the cow’s liveweight. This data will be used to target improvements on 
a herd basis by giving the farmer detailed feedback on the performance of individual animals. 
The data collected will also be a valuable addition to Ireland’s already impressive database on 
cattle genomics. Details of the scheme will be announced shortly.

I am also confident that suckler farmers will be significant beneficiaries of the additional 
€23 million in funding announced for the Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme. 

The Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) provides Irish beef farmers with some 
€300 million in funding over the current Rural Development Programme (RDP) period. This 
will improve the environmental sustainability of the national suckler herd by increasing genetic 
merit.

In addition to the BDGP, other supports which are available for beef farmers under Pillar II 
of the CAP include GLAS, ANCs and Knowledge Transfer Groups. Suckler farmers also ben-
efit from the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and Greening payments under CAP Pillar I.  

I am conscious that this has been a difficult year for the sector in terms of weather and the 
range of challenges associated with it. My department has made up to €7m available to as-
sist farmers with fodder shortages. At the last meeting of the Beef Roundtable on 3 October, I 
highlighted the need for stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency. I urged processors to 
engage positively with their farmer suppliers to build the sustainability of the sector as a whole 
and to ensure a reasonable return for the farmers upon whom the sector relies for its develop-
ment.  It is essential that the position of the primary producer in the supply chain be secured if 
we are to build a sector for the future.

06/12/2018WRA05500Agriculture Schemes

06/12/2018WRA0560030. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the details of the €20 million beef environmental efficiency pilot scheme introduced in 
budget 2019; the maximum payment per cow and weanling; when the scheme will open; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51169/18]

06/12/2018WRA05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has provided €20 million in budget 2019 for a new pilot scheme for suckler farmers, 
specifically aimed at further improving the carbon efficiency of beef production. The Beef 
Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP) will target the weaning efficiency of suckler cows and 
calves - measuring the liveweight of the calf at weaning as a percentage of the cow’s liveweight. 

Building on the success of the Beef Data and Genomics Programme, the data collected will 
also be a valuable addition to Ireland’s already impressive database on cattle genomics. 

Stakeholder consultation is on-going at present  and details of the pilot will be announced in 
early 2019 once this consultation has concluded.

The pilot will open in early spring 2019. The payment per cow is expected to be €40 but will 
be determined by the number of applicants; the overall budget for the scheme is €20 million.
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06/12/2018WRA05800Commonage Framework Plans

06/12/2018WRA0590031. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of commonage framework plans outstanding under the GLAS programme; the num-
ber of payments to farmers delayed as a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51162/18]

06/12/2018WRA06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The com-
mencement of the 2018 advance payments in respect of the Green, Low-Carbon, Agri-Environ-
ment Scheme (GLAS) was announced on 14 November 2018. The first payrun saw over €116m 
paid to over 33,000 participants under the scheme. In the two payruns since we have p[aid an 
additional 6,500 participants. These payments commenced two weeks earlier than last year and 
saw an additional 7,000 participants paid in the initial tranche compared to last year.

The payment of €116m was also significantly higher than last year. For 2018 I secured the 
agreement of the EU Commission for a higher advance payment rate of 85% for 2018. These 
payments are a valuable support for farmers across Ireland and are a welcome boost to the 
wider rural economy.

The commencement of GLAS payments in November when added to the advance BPS pay-
ment and the ANC payments brought the total issued to Irish farmers since September to some 
€1.1 billion. This represented a significant boost to on-farm cash flows and once again sees 
Ireland at the forefront of EU member states in making advance payments on this scale.

All GLAS participants who have selected the Commonage action are required to have a 
Commonage Management Plan, or a Commonage Farm Plan where the commonage is less than 
10ha. These plans must be submitted to the online system on their behalf by their advisor. Cur-
rently Commonage Management Plans have been submitted for 3,653 GLAS commonages and 
plans are outstanding for  291 commonages.  

My Department has issued regular reminders to both shareholders and advisors emphasising 
the need to have this work completed so that GLAS payments can be made for the outstanding 
cases. 

GLAS payments can only issue once all validations have been passed - even where a Com-
monage Management Plan has been submitted, all other scheme requirements must also be met 
in order for payment to be processed. 

I would urge all participants with outstanding Commonage Management Plans to contact 
their advisors to ensure that their application can pass through the validation process. GLAS 
payments continue to issue on a weekly basis. I would also urge GLAS participants with any 
other outstanding documentation such as Rare Breed or Low Emission Slurry Spreading forms 
outstanding Nutrient Management Plans to ensure that these requirements are met without de-
lay to allow for the early issue of payments. Participants who have not yet done so are also 
reminded of the need to complete a one day GLAS Training Course.

To date, I am pleased to say that 39,665 GLAS participants have received their 2018 ad-
vance payment which equates to 96% of eligible cases paid. This amounts to a total of just 
under €140m paid since the 2018 GLAS advance payments commenced on 14 November last.  . 

06/12/2018WRA06100Animal Identification Schemes

06/12/2018WRA0620032. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
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will consider developing an application that could be linked to Agfood.ie and would be acces-
sible on smartphones in order that farmers can record births and animal movements more eas-
ily; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51164/18]

06/12/2018WRA06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is at an advanced stage of development to provide a calf birth registration application 
that will be accessible on mobile devices such as smartphones and tablets for farmers who are 
already registered for Agfood.ie services. In the initial phase farmers will be able to register 
calf birth details directly with the Department’s Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) 
system using this app.  This service will be more convenient and time efficient for farmers in 
registering calf birth details. It will help to minimise errors in calf birth details submitted and 
avoid duplication of records on the farm. 

An enhancement to help farmers process farm to farm movements for bovine animals (cat-
tle) more easily will be included in subsequent phase which will be available later in 2019.  
Further enhancements will be released on an on-going basis.

06/12/2018WRA06400Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

06/12/2018WRA0650033. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to increase the maximum area on which a farmer can receive payment under the ANC 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [50979/18]

06/12/2018WRA06600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the cur-
rent Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regula-
tion) Member States  are required to change the approach to the designation of land under the 
Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme. To date my Department had been identifying eligible ar-
eas using a range of socio economic indicators such as family farm income, population density, 
percentage of working population engaged in agriculture, and stocking density. 

 From 2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using the following list of bio-phys-
ical criteria:

- Low  temperature

- Dryness

- Excess soil moisture

- Limited soil drainage

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness

- Shallow rooting depth

- Poor chemical properties

- Steep slope

This process has now been completed and in recent weeks I have published details in rela-
tion to the outcome and have completed a series of consultation meetings with key stakeholders.  

In parallel to these changes to the 2019 Scheme, an additional €23m has been added to the 
Scheme budget for 2019.  Approximately €12m of this money will be allocated to newly eligible 
lands in 2019, with approximately €1m being allocated to the phasing out payments in respect 
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of lands no longer eligible from 2019.  The remaining approximately €10m will be allocated 
as increased payment rates across all categories of land in the scheme.  These increases will 
be targeted so as to deliver higher increases to those lands with the highest level of constraint.

Rather than introducing changes to the maximum payable areas under the Scheme, these 
payment increases will be delivered as follows.  The rate for Category 1 land (previously moun-
tain type land) will increase to €148 per hectare for the first 12 hectares, with a rate of €112 
for hectares 13 to 34.  The rate for Category 2 land (previously more severe) will increase to 
€111 per hectare for the first 10 hectares, with a rate of €104 for hectares 11 to 30.  The rate for 
Category 3 land (previously less severe) will increase to €93 per hectare for the first 8 hectares, 
with a rate of €88.25 for hectares  9 to 30.

Taking this increases together with the increases in place in 2018, the maximum annual 
payment under the Scheme will have increased from €3,400 in 2017 to €4,240 in 2019 for the 
farmers with the poorest land. 

All these changes require a formal amendment to the Rural Development Programme, and 
this process is now underway to ensure that the Scheme can open for application early in 2019. 

06/12/2018WRA06700Beef Industry

06/12/2018WRA0680034. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether beef farmers are receiving a fair price for their produce from factories; the 
course of action he will take with factories following the reports of fines being imposed for 
excessive carcase trimming in 2018; the level of fines imposed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51184/18]

06/12/2018WRA06900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The quality 
payment system for beef was introduced a number of years ago following intensive nego-
tiations between Meat Industry Ireland and the farmers representatives.  The payment system 
makes use of Carcase Grade sub-classes to determine the price paid, with the aim of rewarding 
farmers for producing the better quality and higher value carcases.  The question of the price 
paid for particular grades is, of course, a matter for the producers and processors.

Carcase classification and carcase presentation controls in slaughter plants are carried out 
by a dedicated team of specialist staff in the Beef Carcase Classification Section within my De-
partment. Additional monitoring of carcase presentation by my Department’s veterinary pub-
lic health inspection staff (VPHIS) in the factories is currently being implemented. This will 
provide further assurance to stakeholders that the appropriate dressing specification is being 
applied.  These staff will provide a supporting role for the Beef Carcase Classification staff. 

Up-skilling of my Department’s VPHIS staff has occurred at regional seminars and local 
training of officers is being provided.  Furthermore information seminars were held for both 
industry and farm representative bodies regarding the enhanced controls.  Phased roll-out is 
happening at a number of plants currently.

 To date there have been 44,332 carcasses inspected in 2018. A total of 19 carcases were 
fined for non compliance with the EU reference carcase trimming specification which is 0.05% 
of the number inspected. Non-compliance with the carcase trim specification attracts a maxi-
mum on the spot fine of €200 per carcase.   

As part of on-going dialogue with the industry both within the Beef Forum and directly with 
Meat Industry Ireland, I have stressed the need for positive engagement between suppliers and 
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processors and I understand that Meat Industry Ireland has accepted that no individual farmer 
should be at a loss from a mistake made in a factory in relation to the application of carcase 
dressing procedures. I understand that processors will introduce a payment to the farmer sup-
plier to reflect any loss, in each case where my Department has applied a trim fine on a particu-
lar carcase. Such payment will be identified on the payment remittance docket, so that farmers 
will be aware of the penalty. 

06/12/2018WRA07000Milk Supply Regulation

06/12/2018WRA0710035. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of developments regarding SMP intervention at EU level; the details of data on sales; 
the plans the EU Commission has for SMP intervention tendering in 2019; and the position of 
Ireland on same. [51185/18]

06/12/2018WRA07200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
is aware, in recent years the EU has accumulated large amounts of public intervention stocks 
of skimmed milk powder (SMP), which are overhanging the dairy market and providing nega-
tive effects on wider dairy markets and market sentiment.  In the 2015-2017 period a total of 
405,478 tonnes of SMP were bought in to public intervention. The sale of intervention SMP 
stocks is held through public tenders managed by the EU Commission and voted on by Member 
States through the CMO Management Committee for Animal Products.

There were approx. 378,000 tonnes of SMP held in public intervention stocks on 1st Janu-
ary this year. After the most recent tender on 20th November, there are approximately 165,000 
tonnes remaining in public intervention stocks - representing a reduction of approximately one 
half of total public intervention stocks since the start of 2018. This is a very significant reduc-
tion in intervention stocks and underlines the effectiveness of the approach taken thus far.

Tenders have been held fortnightly for October and November, with one tender in Decem-
ber, and will be held fortnightly from January 2019, which it is hoped will further boost the sale 
of stocks held in public intervention.

The most recent tender on 20th November was for the sale of 26,082 tonnes at €131.30/100kg. 
The increase in the price of accepted bids from the previous tender is a welcome development 
and bodes well for future upcoming tenders.

06/12/2018WRA07300Forestry Grants

06/12/2018WRA0740036. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of grants for forestry development awarded to entities here over the past five years; the 
size of forestry development for each grant awarded; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51120/18]

06/12/2018WRA07500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Affores-
tation Grant and Premium Scheme is a voluntary State-funded programme which supports and 
attracts a wide range of recipients; farmers, non-farmers, partnerships and companies annually.  
The vast majority however of forest owners are farmers and there is no distinction in terms 
of payment rates between farmers and non-farmers.  The profile of non-farmers also includes 
retired farmers or their family members who wish to maintain a  continuing connection to the 
land.  For this reason, it is clear that the annual premiums received by beneficiaries largely stay 
within rural communities and  are an important contribution to the economic vitality of these 
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communities.

The average size of plantation in 2018 is just over 6 hectares and is around 9 hectares since 
1980. Obviously there are variations from plantation to plantation and it very much depends on 
the wishes of the landowner at the time. The number of newly established forestry plantations, 
for a single entity, that received grants under the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme 
from 2013-2017  are as follows:

Year Number of entities Total Area
2013 889 6251.92
2014 933 6155.78
2015 919 6292.65
2016 951 6499.28
2017 817 5535.59

The Government is committed to afforestation and the Forestry Programme 2014 -2020 is 
100% exchequer funded.  It represents a State investment in the forestry sector of some €482m 
over the duration of the Programme.  The Programme is  a major contributor to climate change 
mitigation and to Government rural development policy, and  makes an important contribution 
to the economy.  This  contribution to the national economy  is currently estimated at €2.3 bil-
lion annually after both direct and induced effects are taken into account, and it provides  sus-
tainable rural employment for up to  12,000 jobs. 

06/12/2018WRA07600Animal Welfare

06/12/2018WRA0770037. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he has 
met or discussed with an association (details supplied) regarding concerns about an increase in 
illegal hunting with dogs in north County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51075/18]

06/12/2018WRA07800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Minister 
has not met the organisation in question to discuss this issue. Matters of this nature should  be 
reported to An Garda Siochana and to the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

06/12/2018WRA07900Brexit Supports

06/12/2018WRA0800038. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the operational details of the long-term Brexit loan scheme announced in budget 2019 for 
farmers, fishermen and food businesses in 2019; when it will open for applications; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51170/18]

06/12/2018WRA08100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): One of my 
priorities is to improve access to finance for the agri-food sector. Food Wise 2025 identifies 
competiveness as a key theme and includes a recommendation that stakeholders work to “im-
prove access to finance for agriculture, forestry and seafood producers and agri-food compa-
nies”.

The Future Growth Loan Scheme is being developed by my Department and the Depart-
ment of Business, Enterprise and Innovation in partnership with the Department of Finance, the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and the European Investment Fund (EIF).  It 
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will be delivered through participating finance providers and make up to €300 million of long-
term investment loans available to eligible Irish businesses, including the primary agriculture, 
agri-food & seafood sectors. The loans will be competitively priced and will be for terms of 
8-10 years. 

This is a long-awaited source of finance for young and new entrant farmers, especially the 
cohort who do not have high levels of security. It will also serve smaller-scale farmers, who 
often do not have the leverage to negotiate for more favourable terms with their banking institu-
tion.

Food companies have identified long-term investment finance of up to ten years as a critical 
need which is currently unavailable in Ireland. The delivery of this product and its effects will 
be felt all along the food production chain.

The fund is leveraged by exchequer funding of €62 million, of which 40% or some €25mil-
lion will be provided by my Department. My Department’s contribution was announced as part 
of Budget 2018 and will be paid to the Scheme by the end of 2018. 

Arrangements are currently being finalised to have the Scheme in place and ready to launch 
in early 2019. The Scheme will run for three years from its launch date and further announce-
ments in this regard will be made shortly.

06/12/2018WRA08200Beef Industry

06/12/2018WRA0830039. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his views on the price beef farmers are receiving for their produce from factories; the de-
tails of discussions at the recent beef forum meeting; the actions and deadlines agreed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51171/18]

06/12/2018WRA08400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As the Deputy 
will be aware, in accordance with competition law, neither I nor my Department have any role 
in determining market prices for any commodity, nor can I intervene in this process. 

I am conscious that this has been a difficult year for the sector in terms of weather and the 
range of challenges associated with it. We have to acknowledge that input costs at farm level 
will be unexpectedly high this year as a result of fodder shortages. 

At the last meeting of the Beef Roundtable on 3rd October I highlighted the need for stake-
holders to recognise their inter-dependency. I urged processors to engage positively with their 
farmer suppliers to build the sustainability of the sector as a whole and to ensure a reasonable 
return for the farmers upon whom the sector relies for its development.  It is essential that the 
position of the primary producer in the supply chain be improved if the industry is to build a 
sector for the future. 

06/12/2018WRA08500Agriculture Scheme Payments

06/12/2018WRA0860040. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the supports available to farmers in view of the challenging circumstances encountered in 2018 
including fodder shortages, increased input costs and decline in prices; and if all payments 
will be made before the end of 2018 according to the timeline set out in the farmers charter. 
[51151/18]
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06/12/2018WRA08700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
aware of the significance to farmers and the wider rural economy of the payments that issue 
to farmers from my Department under a range of schemes.  With this in mind, my Department 
continues to issue payments under these schemes as a matter of priority.

Payments under the 2018 Areas of Natural Constraint scheme commenced, on schedule, 
during the week commencing 17th September and to date over €219m has issued to 91,190 
farmers.  Advance payments under the Basic Payment Scheme also commenced on schedule 
in mid October, and balancing payments commenced on schedule this week.  To date a total of 
€1.12bn has issued to almost 121,000 farmers under the 2018 Scheme.  At the end of October, 
payments commenced under Year 2 of the Knowledge Transfer Programme, and to date some 
€10 million has issued to over 15,000 farmers.

In November, 2018 advance payments for GLAS commenced.  To date, 39,665 GLAS par-
ticipants have received their 2018 advance payment. This amounts to almost €140m paid since 
payments commenced on 14 November and equates to 96% of eligible cases paid. Advance 
payment for the Sheep Welfare Scheme also issued on time at the end of November with €15.1 
million paid to 18,600 participants. 

In December, further payments will commence on schedule under the Beef Data and Ge-
nomics Programme, the Organic Farming Scheme and the Protein Aid scheme.  Payments un-
der the TAMS II capital investment scheme are also continuing, with €94.8m paid in respect of 
6,503 claims to date.

During the course of the year, my Department also put in place a number of targeted schemes 
in response to weather conditions and the associated fodder situation.

My Department continues to process payments under these schemes as a matter of priority, 
to ensure that these vital supports are delivered to farmers in the most timely and efficient man-
ner possible.

06/12/2018WRB00200Hare Coursing Regulation

06/12/2018WRB0030041. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is examining or has examined the possibility of prohibiting live hare coursing; if not, if a 
consultation process will be opened on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [47213/18]

06/12/2018WRB00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): First, I would 
like to recall the major improvements in animal welfare that have taken place in recent years. 
You will recall that my colleague Simon Coveney brought forward major legislative reform  in 
the form of the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2103, replacing legislation going back over a 
hundred years. This legislation enshrined the Five Freedoms concept and introduced mandatory 
standards to provide for positive welfare for animals. I myself launched a new draft  strategy on 
animal welfare in September. The strategy  has recently undergone a public consultation and the 
responses which are currently being examined have been very positive.

As the Deputy will also be aware, Coursing is regulated under the Greyhound Industry Act, 
1958 chiefly by the Irish Coursing Club (ICC), subject to the general control of Bord na gCon.

The ICC is committed to maintaining high standards in the sport of coursing, and it actively 
promotes the protection and conservation of the Irish hare. The ICC has assured my Department 
that it has extensive systems and practices in place to underpin the welfare of hares and grey-
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hounds involved in coursing and also that it goes to great lengths to ensure the highest standards 
of welfare are adhered to. 

Coursing operates in a highly regulated environment coupled with a comprehensive set of 
rules directly applied by the ICC. It operates under a licence from the Minister of Culture, Heri-
tage & the Gaeltacht, issued annually with a total of 25 conditions. These include a variety of 
measures, including a requirement that a qualified veterinarian attends at all coursing meetings 
to report on the health of the hares, a prohibition on the coursing of hares more than once in the 
same day, a prohibition on the coursing of sick or pregnant hares and a requirement that hares 
be released back into the wild during daylight hours.

The ICC undertakes a range of actions to address issues related to health and welfare. Cours-
ing clubs are required to comply fully with directives, instructions and guidance notes issued by 
the ICC in all matters relating to the capture, keeping in captivity, tagging, marking, coursing 
and release of hares, and the muzzling of greyhounds.

A monitoring committee on coursing is in place, comprising officials from my Department, 
the ICC and the National Parks and Wildlife Services (NPWS), to monitor developments in 
coursing and in that regard the situation is kept under constant review to ensure that coursing is 
run in a well controlled and responsible manner in the interests of both hares and greyhounds.

The committee meets after each coursing season to review the outcome of all coursing 
meetings, having particular regard to hare and greyhound welfare.   

I believe that it is critically important that those involved in coursing operate in accordance 
with the regulatory framework and that the welfare of both hares and greyhounds is at the fore-
front at all times.

I have no plans at present to alter this arrangement.

06/12/2018WRB00500Trade Missions

06/12/2018WRB0060042. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the prog-
ress in securing new markets for Irish agrifood products in 2018; and the details of his recent 
trade missions to Indonesia. [51193/18]

06/12/2018WRB00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2018 my 
Department continued to open new markets and deepen trade within existing markets for Irish 
agri-food exporters, the highlight of which was probably the decision of the Chinese authorities 
to open their market to Irish beef imports by listing a number of approved Irish beef establish-
ments. Other notable achievements were agreements with Qatar and Kuwait which allowed for 
the importation of Irish beef, sheepmeat and poultry to their markets. 

Against the backdrop of EU-agreed trade deals such as those completed with Canada, Japan 
and Mexico, my Department continues to prioritise efforts to gain access to new third country 
markets and, equally importantly, to deepen existing markets for Irish dairy products.

We have also had success with exports to emerging markets.  The value of exports to Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East and Central/South America stood at almost €2.8 billion in 2017.  The 
value of trade to these markets increased by 159% since 2009.  These markets now account for 
over 20% of total agri-food exports. Growth to emerging markets has been led by Asia, with 
exports of €1.6 billion in 2017, of which just under €1 billion went to China. Exports to other 
Asian markets grew by 85% since 2012 to €659 million in 2017. Trade to Africa has also grown 
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to €606 million, while exports to the Middle East have also grown significantly, to reach €370 
million. 

The pursuit and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is of course an on-
going and central component of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced 
by its placement right at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development 
over the coming years. Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-food 
exports to new and emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the Gulf 
region. This is where our efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly given 
the need to diversify our markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations such as 
the UK.

In October, I opened Bord Bia dairy conferences in Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur, which were 
focused on raising awareness of Ireland as a location for sustainable dairy production, as well 
as enhancing the Irish Industry’s understanding of the Indonesian and Malaysian market.  They 
were followed by business meetings between Irish dairy companies and potential partners.  The 
conferences hosted 140 Indonesian and Malaysian dairy buyers, importers and foodservice op-
erators. 

These were excellent opportunities to bring targeted retail buyers, suppliers and consumers 
together. Having our own Irish dairy companies there working together to promote Irish dairy 
in general, as well as their own particular brands, was an excellent chance to showcase the best 
of Irish dairy, based on our excellent food safety and controls systems, to a wider audience.

My Department will continue to seek out and identify new markets, and I am ready to re-
spond as appropriate to other opportunities that may arise.

06/12/2018WRB00800Greenhouse Gas Emissions

06/12/2018WRB0090043. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
his Department is taking to help to meet Ireland’s carbon emission targets. [51074/18]

06/12/2018WRB01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment is actively engaged as part of the whole of Government approach to transitioning to a 
low-carbon, competitive, sustainable and climate resilient economy and society. 

A key part of this cross-government approach has been the development of the National 
Mitigation Plan (NMP) to which my Department contributed a series of mitigation actions and 
measures for the agriculture and land use sector including forestry. These measures not only fo-
cus on the mitigation of greenhouse gases and improving resource efficiency but are also aimed 
at restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems related to building resilience of agricultural 
production systems (i.e. adaptation) 

The long term vision for the agricultural sector is an approach to carbon neutrality which 
does not compromise capacity for sustainable food production. Our policy approach is based 
on three principles:

i.  Reducing agricultural emissions;

ii. Increasing carbon sequestration; and 

iii. Displacing and substituting fossil fuel and energy intensive materials. 

As part of my Department’s ongoing commitment, a number of additional measures and 
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actions have been developed for the sector. By way of example,  the recently announced Beef 
Environmental Efficiency Pilot aims to improve the efficiency of production within the national  
beef herd. Other initiatives include Forestry Knowledge Transfer Groups; the Woodland Envi-
ronmental Fund and the Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot.

In terms of sequestration, €106 million has been made available in 2018 under the Forestry 
Programme to support afforestation and other forest initiatives with significant improvements 
in grant and premium rates under the agroforestry and forestry for fibre options. Afforestation 
and forests also play a key role in replacing energy intensive materials and providing sustain-
able renewable biomass to the energy sector.

Higher ambition on environmental and climate action are part of the new CAP, post 2020, 
and it is expected that 40% of the overall CAP budget will contribute to climate action. This will 
require farmers to achieve a higher level of environmental ambition through both mandatory 
and incentive-based measures.

Whilst the mitigation potential for agriculture is indeed limited, agriculture is also part of 
the solution and can and must play a key role in contributing to Ireland’s climate change and 
energy targets in the year ahead.

06/12/2018WRB01100Brexit Issues

06/12/2018WRB0120044. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to protect farmers in Border counties from a hard Brexit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [50980/18]

06/12/2018WRB01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The agri-food 
sector is of critical importance to the Irish economy, and its regional spread means it underpins 
the socio-economic development of rural Ireland in particular. As such, Brexit has the potential 
to have a very significant impact on farmers and on the agri-food sector throughout Ireland, 
including farmers in the border counties.

The Government has, from the outset, been seeking to minimise the impact of Brexit 
through a negotiated outcome which permits trade along the border regions to continue without 
impediment. Crucially, I can confirm that the backstop arrangements in the Protocol on Ireland 
and Northern Ireland contained in the draft Withdrawal agreement recently signed off by the 
European Council guarantee that there will be no hard border on the island of Ireland in any 
circumstances. The Government hopes that the backstop will never be used and will continue to 
work closely with the EU during the negotiations on a future agreement that establishes alterna-
tive arrangements.

In terms of practical supports, and following the range of initiatives that I introduced through 
Budget 2017 and Budget 2018, I announced a €78m Brexit package in Budget 2019 for farm-
ers, fishermen and food SMEs. This includes €44m in direct aid to farmers through increased 
spending on areas of natural constraint, the introduction of a Beef Environmental Efficiency 
Pilot Scheme and additional funding for the horticulture sector. 

I wish to assure the Deputy that the Government remains very focused on supporting farm-
ers and the agri-food industry through the challenges ahead, whether they are based in the bor-
der region or in any other part of the country.

06/12/2018WRB01400Sheep Census



6 December 2018

25

06/12/2018WRB0150045. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider developing the Agfood.ie site to allow sheep farmers record and view sheep 
movements and census figures in order not to have to rely on hard copy sheep registers and 
dispatch dockets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51165/18]

06/12/2018WRB01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There is cur-
rently a facility on the Agfood.ie site for farmers to submit their annual sheep and goat census 
figures to the Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) database and to view their historical 
sheep and goat census data.  Furthermore there is a facility on the website for farmers to order 
books of personalised sheep dispatch/movement document books and to view their order his-
tory for these books including the range of individual serial numbers that were printed on each 
book.

The Agfood.ie website and the AIM database are being developed and enhanced on an 
ongoing basis and it is intended to add further facilities to the sheep module in the future.  My 
Department will be examining the feasibility of providing access to sheep movement informa-
tion and an electronic flock register template which can be used by sheep farmers to maintain 
their records.  

Under the EU sheep identification regulations there will continue to be a requirement for 
batches of sheep moving off holding to be accompanied by a hard copy dispatch/movement 
document.  However, the changes to the National Sheep Identification System associated with 
the extension of EID to all sheep, which I announced recently, will mean that from 1 June 2019 
farmers will only be required to fill out minimal information on these documents.  From 1 June 
2019 when sending sheep to a factory or mart that is approved as a Central Point of Record-
ing there will be no requirement for farmers to record all of the individual tag numbers on the 
dispatch/movement document as the Central Point of Recording will scan all of the tags in the 
consignment and will provide the farmer with a list of printed tag numbers for their records.

06/12/2018WRB01700Harness Racing Industry

06/12/2018WRB0180046. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has reviewed the five year strategy document from an association (details supplied); his plans to 
act upon it and a company’s report on the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51163/18]

06/12/2018WRB01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In March 
2018, my Department agreed to fund the preparation and development of a Five Year Strategic 
Plan for the Irish Harness Racing Association and the sector. The report was recently received 
and Department officials are currently examining its contents.

My Department had previously funded the Indecon Report of the Irish Harness Racing Sec-
tor, which was published on 1st November 2017. This report provides the sport with a road map 
for its potential development and I supported the recommendations within my Department’s 
remit from the outset.

My Department have also offered the sector supports from the following sources:

- In 2016, the Irish Harness Racing Association received grants totalling €21,704 under the 
Equine Infrastructure grant scheme.

- In 2017 grants totalling €40,020 were paid to the Irish Harness Racing Association under 
the Equine Technical Support Scheme. 
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- In 2018, €24,823 in grants were also approved under this Scheme.

- In 2017, support valued in excess of €25,000 for ‘Road Racing Education Programme’ 
were issued.

I would like to highlight that in addition to the funding already provided, I have  commit-
ted to continuing and expanding the pilot integration programme in 2018, which will  also be 
funded by my Department. With a view to raising awareness of the critical importance of good 
horse welfare amongst road racing sulky participants and the owners and keepers of trotting 
horses, my Department awarded a tender to carry out an education programme Horse Welfare 
course for Road-Racing Sulky Drivers and owners. The first course was run in the Dublin re-
gion in May 2018. A second course is currently under way in Tipperary. A third course began at 
the end of September in Cork and has a high level of engagement with participants in the north 
of the county. The demand for a fourth course is currently being assessed in other areas.

The level of expenditure provided by my Department and my support for the pilot integra-
tion programme clearly shows that the Government is underpinning this sector in a targeted 
way. 

06/12/2018WRB02000Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

06/12/2018WRB0210047. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when the new appeal system will be operational for townlands deemed not eligible for the 
2019 ANC scheme. [51168/18]

06/12/2018WRB02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the cur-
rent Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regula-
tion) Member States  are required to change the approach to the designation of land under the 
Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme.  To date my Department had been identifying eligible 
areas using a range of socio economic indicators such as family farm income, population den-
sity, percentage of working population engaged in agriculture, and stocking density. 

 From 2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using the following list of bio-phys-
ical criteria:

- Low  temperature      

- Dryness

- Excess soil moisture

- Limited soil drainage

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness

- Shallow rooting depth

- Poor chemical properties

- Steep slope

This process has now been completed and in recent weeks I have published details in rela-
tion to the outcome and have completed a series of consultation meetings with key stakeholders.  

The outcome of the review project can be summarised as follows.  The vast majority of 
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land that was eligible under the existing Scheme will remain eligible under the new approach.  
Some  700 townlands that would have previously been eligible are not eligible under the new 
designation.  Farmers impacted financially by this  change will receive a degressive phasing out 
payment in 2019 and  2020.  Over 2,000 townlands will now be eligible under the new approach 
and will be eligible to receive a payment for the first time in 2019. 

An independent appeals process is now being put in place for any farmers who wish to 
appeal the status of a particular townland following this process.  Farmers who hold land in 
townlands that are no longer eligible in 2019 have been written to, and included in this letter 
is an application form to begin the process of an appeal should they wish to take up this op-
tion.  This form is also available on the Department’s website.  The appeals committee will be 
chaired independently, and will also have an independent technical expert on it.  The details in 
this regard are currently being finalised.

06/12/2018WRB02300Pesticide Use

06/12/2018WRB0240048. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to reduce the use of pesticides in the agriculture sector; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51174/18]

06/12/2018WRB02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The EU regu-
latory process used in Ireland for authorising plant protection products is widely acknowl-
edged to be one of the most robust chemical regulatory systems in the world. Pesticide active 
substances to be used in plant protection products (PPPs) can only be approved in the EU if a 
rigorous scientific assessment clearly shows that their use would not be expected to have any 
harmful effects on human and animal health or the environment.  Plant protection products 
themselves can only be placed on the market of a Member State if it is deemed safe to do so, by 
both the European Food Safety Authority and the competent authorities of the Member States.  

In parallel with the registration process, Directive 128/2009 on the Sustainable Use of Pesti-
cides provides a framework which reduces the risks associated with their use, at farm level, am-
ateur level and municipal level.  This framework includes mandatory training and certification 
for professional users (farmers, landscapers etc.), distributors and advisors.  The framework 
also makes it obligatory to have pesticide application equipment tested periodically.  In addi-
tion, it is compulsory for users to apply the general principles of Integrated Pest Management.  
These principles ensure that sustainable crop protection strategies are utilised and that farmers 
only resort to chemical pest control if there is no viable alternative.  In line with obligations 
under Directive 128/2009, my Department has produced documents/guides related to the use of 
pesticides in the context of Integrated Pest Management and has funded a number of research 
projects in relation to Integrated Pest Management practices at farm level.  Detailed records of 
use are maintained at end user level and these records are examined during the farm inspection 
program carried out by my Department.  Finally, there are restrictions on pesticide use in certain 
sensitive areas of the country such as around water courses and ground water vulnerable areas. 

Overall, Eurostat statistics show that Ireland has among the lowest plant protection product 
sales and use in the EU.  The 2014 figures show that PPP sales in Ireland were less than 0.6 kg/
ha of utilisable agricultural area, the second lowest in the EU.  Harmonised risk indicators are 
currently being agreed at EU level and will provide a standardised basis for assessing progress 
in reducing impacts of pesticide use on human health and the environment.

06/12/2018WRB02600Brexit Issues
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06/12/2018WRB0270049. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he is taking to prepare the agrifood industry for the impact of a possible disorderly 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51147/18]

06/12/2018WRB02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment’s Brexit planning, guided by recent Government decisions, is well advanced and from an 
agrifood perspective, I welcome the endorsement by the European Council of the Withdrawal 
Agreement, and approval of the Political Declaration setting out the framework for the future 
relationship.

My officials are working closely with their counterparts in other Departments, with a focus 
on the staffing, infrastructural and IT requirements that will arise in the context of the imple-
mentation of import controls at ports and airports on an East-West basis under the central case 
scenario. This envisages no hard border on the island of Ireland, a transition period to 31 De-
cember 2020, and a future free trade agreement between the UK and the EU.

Notwithstanding the current focus on preparation for this scenario, contingency planning 
for a disorderly Brexit in the event of the UK exiting on 30 March 2019 is also continuing. The 
primary focus in this regard is on ensuring that my Department and its agencies are prepared to 
fulfil their legal obligations as efficiently as possible, while also continuing to facilitate trade. 
Similar to the work alreadyundertaken in relation to the central case scenario, the Department 
will continue to work closely with other Departments in making progress on these arrange-
ments as required over the coming period.

My Department has also been active in getting the agri-food industry Brexit-ready through 
an extensive programme of stakeholder consultation, through participation in the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade-led preparedness communications campaign under the banner 
“Getting Ireland Brexit Ready”, and working with Revenue on information seminars for busi-
nesses. 

All of these activities complement and expand upon the range of Brexit support measures 
that I have announced over the last three Budgets, as well as the market diversification work 
that I and my officials continue to engage in so that the agri-food sector’s exposure to the UK 
market can be reduced.  

06/12/2018WRB02900Live Exports

06/12/2018WRB0300050. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way in which live exports have performed to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51191/18]

06/12/2018WRB03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Live exports 
play a vital role in stimulating price competition and provide an alternative market outlet for 
farmers. The on-going search for new markets is a priority for my Department, particularly in 
the context of Brexit. 

In 2018, up to 10 November over 227,000 head of cattle were exported. This is a 30% in-
crease on the  period last year. 

Exports to other EU countries significantly increased this year over the same period last 
year (January to 10 November).  The largest export market for cattle was Spain with exports 
of 84,000 head (up from 49,000), followed by the Netherlands at 48,000 (41,000 in 2017) and 
Italy at 23, 000 (up from 19,000). 
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Live exports to third countries have decreased this year, due in part to severe currency fluc-
tuations in Turkey. Nevertheless, nearly 13, 000 head of cattle were exported to Turkey to date 
this year.  

My Department last week reached agreement with the Libyan authorities on veterinary 
health certs for the export of breeding, fattening and slaughter cattle.  Having an agreed health 
cert for breeding cattle provides much more clarity for exporters, as previously exports of 
breeding cattle to Libya had to be agreed on a load by load basis. Agreement was reached on an 
increase in the age of cattle that can be exported to Libya, from 24 to 30 months – this increases 
opportunities for exporters to export a wider range of cattle.  Live exports to Libya more than 
doubled (from 1,830 to 4, 489) this year to date compared to the same period last year. 

The agreement on these certs followed a successful visit by an official Libyan delegation to 
Ireland last August, at the invitation of my Department.  During their visit here, my officials ac-
companied the delegation on visits to a beef farm, a dairy farm, and to a slaughter plant, where 
the high standards of the operators and the official controls applied by my Department were 
demonstrated.

The prospects for live cattle exports remain very good and my Department continues to 
engage with third countries and to seek out new markets for live exports.

With regard to animal welfare, inspections by my Department ensure that the highest animal 
welfare standards are strictly complied with during transport of live cattle. 

DAFM have put additional controls on calf exports to ensure the highest welfare standards 
for unweaned calves. Departmental officials visited control posts in Cherbourg in September 
in this regard and are engaging with live exporters.  DAFM officials have met with the ferry 
companies in relation to calf exports. 

Currently, 3 dedicated livestock carriers are approved: mv Sarah, mv Alondra, and the mv 
Holstein Express. My officials are in the process of completing inspections of 2 further vessels. 

06/12/2018WRB03200Fishery Harbour Centres

06/12/2018WRB0330051. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of the scoping report and assessment of disposal options for the silt at Howth Har-
bour; when the dredging programme will be undertaken at this working fishery harbour; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [50977/18]

06/12/2018WRB03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Howth Fish-
ery Harbour Centre is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres which are owned, 
managed and maintained by my Department under Statute. 

Siltation at Howth FHC is recognised as an issue that will require attention and preparation 
work for a possible dredging project has been underway for some time. A report from site inves-
tigation works, which was commissioned in 2015, was received by my Department in March 
2016. The report included vital information on the nature of the material to be dredged in any 
future dredging project. The information revealed from the Site Investigation Report indicated 
that some of the dredge material would not be suitable for conventional disposal at sea, which 
would add to the overall cost of a project.

In June 2016, a firm of consulting engineers were engaged to prepare a report to include 
scoping the project, various disposal options for the dredged material at Howth and permitting 
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requirements. Following receipt of the consulting engineers report in late October 2017, my 
Department’s Engineers met with Fingal County Council, to review possible operational and 
permitting requirements. In addition, a further meeting was held between Department Engi-
neers and the consulting engineers on 5 December 2017 to consider all disposal options and 
implications.

I wish to reaffirm my Department’s commitment to progressing the dredging project for 
Howth Harbour and the €100,000 allocated in this year’s capital programme is for further de-
tailed studies, including scoping, shore based re-use of dredge material and land-use layout 
options. This is a complex undertaking and the planning, tendering and contract award phase 
of this project could take at least two years. A variety of factors will impact on the final cost 
of a potential dredging project including the disposal options, overall scale of the project, and 
market factors. At this point no overall estimation of cost has been established. While the final 
scope and costs remain to be set, it is likely that the overall cost will exceed €20M and therefore 
a cost benefit analysis will also be required.

The project will require Planning Permission, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
and a Waste License.  The Department went to tender on 3 October 2018 for a Consulting Engi-
neering practice to bring the project through the planning, environmental permitting and design 
phase. The tenders have been adjudicated and it is expected to announce the successful bidder 
in early December. 

As is the case for all developments in the six Fishery Harbour Centres, any future decision 
with regard to initiating a full dredging works project in Howth will only be considered on the 
basis of available exchequer funding and competing national priorities.

06/12/2018WRB03500Fisheries Protection

06/12/2018WRB0360052. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the efforts being made to safeguard the fishing sector in the context of Brexit. [51195/18]

06/12/2018WRB03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Overall, Ire-
land’s and the EU27’s basic position has always been and remains to be to protect our fishing 
communities. While all parties would like higher quota shares, the way to achieve that is to 
grow the fish stocks through sustainable management for the benefit of all. Managing fisher-
ies sustainably and fairly must be an integral and inseparable part of the overall future EU/UK 
relationship.   

In recent months, I have continued to have positive, regular meetings with my European 
colleagues, especially those from the group of 8 Member States whose fisheries are most im-
pacted by the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  I am also working closely with key stakeholders 
in the Irish fishing industry and am pleased at the level of unity on these key issues.  The results 
of Ireland’s engagement with the Barnier Task Force, are evident in the agreed EU position on 
fisheries.    

The Government has introduced a range of measures to deal with the short-term impacts of 
Brexit.  In terms of dealing with Competitiveness issues, my Department introduced a €150m 
low-cost loan scheme and increased funding under the Rural Development and Seafood Devel-
opment Programmes in the 2017 Budget.  In Budget 2018, I, along with my colleague, the Min-
ister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, introduced a new €300m “Brexit Loan Scheme” 
to provide affordable, flexible financing to Irish businesses that are either currently impacted 
by Brexit or who will be in the future - at least 40% of which will be available to seafood busi-
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nesses. 

 I have followed up these measures with further initiatives as part of Budget 2019, which 
contains a €78m Brexit package for farmers, fishermen, food SMEs and to cover additional 
costs in my Department.   

If this withdrawal deal goes through, from a fisheries perspective, we have clarity that there 
will be no changes to the status quo on fisheries for the duration of the transition period.  The 
transition period will last at least until the end of December 2020 but could be extended. Within 
this timeframe and within the context of the overall economic partnership, the EU and UK will 
work to establish a new fisheries agreement to be in place after transition. 

As is set down in the draft Political Declaration, negotiations on fisheries will take place in 
the context of the overall future economic relationship between the EU and the United King-
dom.  In other words, fisheries will not be dealt with in isolation.  

I will continue to work closely with the Tánaiste, the Commission, relevant Member States 
and the fishing industry to ensure the best outcome for Irelands’ fishing communities.

06/12/2018WRB03800Regulation of Hunting

06/12/2018WRB0390053. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he has engaged with an association (details supplied) to ensure there will not be a repeat of 
the incident that happened in Macroom in which a hunt entered a residential area endangering 
public safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51047/18]

06/12/2018WRB04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): During the 
summer officials of my Department met with the Hunting Association of Ireland to discuss  the 
incident in Macroom. The need to strengthen the existing Code of Practice in order to avoid 
such incidents where hounds entered housing estates was discussed. This matter is being further 
pursued with them. In the meantime, the Association has committed to avoiding any re-occur-
rence of incidents such as this.

06/12/2018WRB04100Agriculture Scheme Payments

06/12/2018WRB0420054. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ensure that farmers experience no unnecessary delays in direct payments crucial to 
agribusinesses (details supplied); if a modernised advance payment system will be introduced 
to assist farmers in situations in which the delays are caused by his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51042/18]

06/12/2018WRB04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
aware of the significance to farmers, agri-business, and the wider rural economy, of the pay-
ments that issue to farmers from my Department under schemes such as the Basic Payment 
Scheme (BPS), GLAS, TAMS, the Sheep Welfare Scheme, and the Knowledge Transfer (KT) 
programme.

Payments under the 2018 ANC scheme commenced, on schedule, during the week com-
mencing 17th September 2018 with 77,000 farmers being paid €185.6 million. This was an 
increase of 2,000 farmers and €25 million on the first tranche of payments in September 2017.  
Regular pay runs are in place to pay farmers as they fulfil the Scheme’s eligibility requirements, 
and to date €219.2m has issued to some 91,190 farmers under the 2018 Scheme.
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In relation to the 2018 BPS, the European Commission agreed to my request for a higher 
advance payment of 70% under the 2018 Scheme.  This is an increase on the standard 50% rate 
allowed for under the EU regulations.  Payments under 2018 BPS and Greening commenced on 
schedule on 16 October with payments worth €732 million issuing to 113,000 farmers.  

This represented an increase over the 111,000 farmers paid at the same stage in 2017, and 
some 93% of eligible applicants for the BPS were paid in this first tranche.  The success of our 
move to full online applications this year has helped us to deliver further efficiencies in the 
processing of payments which are of direct benefit to farmers.

The balancing payments for BPS and Greening also commenced on schedule on 3 Decem-
ber, bringing the total paid under BPS and Greening to €1.2bn to 121,000 farmers.  Payments 
under the 2018 National Reserve and the Young Farmers Scheme have also commenced along-
side payment of the 2018 BPS balancing payment.

The European Commission also agreed to my request for an increase to 85% advance pay-
ment rates under a number of CAP Pillar II Rural Development schemes.  This increased rate 
applies to GLAS and the Sheep Welfare Scheme.

To date, 39,665 GLAS participants have received their 2018 advance payment. This amounts 
to almost €140m paid since payments commenced on 14 November and equates to 96% of eli-
gible cases paid. The majority of outstanding payments require action on behalf of the GLAS 
participants or their advisor such as the submission of a Commonage Management Plan or 
Nutrient Management Plan, the completion of GLAS training or another form of documenta-
tion.  My Department is working closely with GLAS farmers and their advisors to ensure that 
outstanding payments issue as quickly as possible when these requirements are met. I would 
urge all participants to contact their advisors to ensure that their application can pass through 
validations. GLAS payments will continue to issue on a weekly basis.

Advance payment for the Sheep Welfare Scheme also issued on time at the end of Novem-
ber with €15.1 million paid to 18,600 participants. 

Payments in respect of year 2 of the Knowledge Transfer programme commenced in Octo-
ber 2018 in line with the Farmers Charter commitment,  with almost €10 million now issued to 
over 15,000 farmers. Facilitator payments also commenced in late November.

Payments under the Beef Data and Genomics Programme, the Organic Farming Scheme 
and the Protein Aid scheme are all also due to commence in December.

Applications for payment for work done under the TAMS II investment Scheme are made 
via the online application system.  Provided that all the required supporting material is provided 
with the application for payment there are no delays with processing the claims for payment in 
the Department.

To date €94.8m has been paid in respect of 6,503 TAMS II payment claims. Claims continue 
to be processed on an ongoing basis. 

My Department continues to process payments under these schemes as a matter of priority, 
to ensure that these vital supports are delivered to farmers in the most timely and efficient man-
ner possible.

06/12/2018WRB04400Sheep Welfare Scheme Data
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06/12/2018WRB0450055. Deputy Hildegarde Naughton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the way in which the amount of financial support sheep farmers have received is measured; and 
the payments made to date under the sheep welfare scheme. [51196/18]

06/12/2018WRB04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
conscious of the important role that the sheep sector plays in relation to the continued growth 
and development of our agri-food sector.  For example, in 2017 some 63,000 tonnes of Irish 
sheep meat worth €311 million was exported, with diversification evident from our traditional 
primary markets of France and the UK. 

I have therefore ensured that my Department has put in place a range of supports for the 
sheep sector in recent years across a number of schemes.  In relation to Pillar 1 supports under 
the Common Agricultural Policy, sheep farmers continue to benefit from the direct income sup-
port available under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS).  

In addition, Ireland’s Rural Development Programme (RDP), 2014-2020, contains a num-
ber of support schemes which offer direct financial benefit to Irish sheep farmers.  Sheep farm-
ers continue to benefit from the Areas of Natural Constraint (ANC) Scheme and from GLAS in 
large numbers, as well as from capital investment support under TAMS.  The RDP also includes 
specific provision for sheep farmers within the Knowledge Transfer Programme, which has 
helped to build on the existing knowledge base and skills set in the sector in a way which will 
help to ensure continued sustainable development in the sector. 

I also introduced the Sheep Welfare Scheme as an amendment to the RDP.  Under this 
scheme, farmers are required to choose from a menu of actions which aim to improve the over-
all welfare of their flock. These actions must be completed over a 12 month period, and in return 
the farmer receives a payment of €10 per breeding ewe.  

This important support was introduced for a period of four scheme years, and over €18.4 
million issued to sheep farmers in respect of Year 1 of the Scheme.  

Advance payments under year 2 of the Scheme have also issued in November this year with 
€15.1 million paid to 18,600 participants.

Taking the range of available schemes together, over €617.5 million was paid in direct finan-
cial supports to sheep farmers in 2017.  The corresponding figure for 2016 was €601.6 million. 

I will continue to ensure that these vital supports are prioritised for farmers.  For example, 
some €219.2 million has already been paid out to farmers under the 2018 ANC Scheme which 
commenced payment in September.  The balancing payment under the BPS and Greening also 
issued this week brining total payments under these scheme to €1.2bn to 121,000 farmers. 

In addition, I have also announced a once-off support measure of up to €100 per keeper to 
assist with the costs incurred by sheep farmers in meeting the requirements placed on them by 
the extension of electronic identification to all sheep.  This payment will be related to the first 
purchase of electronic tags between 1 October 2018 and 30 September 2019 with a cost of up 
to €3.6 million.  The first payments under this measure will issue in early 2019. 

I am committed to ensuring that my Department continues to work to underpin the develop-
ment of the sheep sector.

06/12/2018WRB04700Food Exports
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06/12/2018WRB0480056. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the recent decision of a company (details supplied) to enter the American market with 
its own butter product; if his attention has been drawn to the fact producers have voiced con-
cerns that this may undermine a premium quality butter brand which is already well established 
in the American market. [51045/18]

06/12/2018WRB04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Deputy 
has raised an issue in relation to a commercial decision by an individual company. I as Minister 
cannot have a role in dictating the commercial decisions made by any business.  However, I 
would like to see that the best interests of the Irish dairy sector as a whole are at the core of any 
decisions made by Irish dairy companies. I would hope that both parties in this instance will 
endeavour to ensure the best outcome for the Irish dairy sector as a whole.  

In 2017, Ireland exported dairy products, including dairy powders to 147 countries totalling 
over €4.6 billion worth of produce, an increase of over 17% compared to 2016, representing 
high-quality value-added produce. The US was the sixth largest market for Irish Dairy in 2017, 
and exports have grown by over 60% since 2012-13.  Irish dairy products have a highly rated 
and hard earned reputation in terms of quality, safety and sustainability, and this gives them a 
competitive edge in markets over the world. 

The long-term fundamentals of the global dairy market are strong, with growing global de-
mand projected from fast developing countries with increasing middle classes and more wester-
nised diets. Whilst significant challenges have continued throughout recent years, in particular 
price volatility, there is confidence that the Irish and EU dairy sector is well placed to gain from 
the opportunity presented by expanding global demand.   Growing consumer demands for as-
surance about the standard of food products they consume is another important factor.

Whilst hugely important, these demand led factors will not of themselves underpin the suc-
cess of our efforts if we are not best in class in terms of the quality of the products that we sup-
ply. By best in class we mean quality products, safely, securely and sustainably produced, and 
being able to verify these criteria objectively, credibly and most importantly, to the satisfaction 
of international customers.

 My Department and I, in conjunction with other stakeholders, including the Irish dairy 
companies and agencies such as Bord Bia, will continue to play a key role in building the mar-
ket opportunities for Irish dairy.

06/12/2018WRB05000Brexit Issues

06/12/2018WRB0510057. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ef-
forts he is making to seek new markets in the context of Brexit; and the efforts being made by 
the State agencies under his remit to provide support to agrifood business. [51194/18]

06/12/2018WRB05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The pursuit 
and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is an ongoing and central compo-
nent of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced by its placement right at 
the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development over the coming years. 
Indeed, this is all the more relevant after the UK’s decision to leave the EU, which presents 
significant new challenges for the agri-food sector in particular. 

Looking beyond Europe, Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-
food exports to new and emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the 
Gulf region. This is where our efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly 
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given the need to diversify our markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations 
such as the UK.  

Trade Missions play an important role in this regard, and I have been very active on this 
front in recent years as we strive to gain, and then develop, a presence in as many global markets 
as possible. I have led very successful missions to the Gulf Region, the US, Mexico, Japan and 
Korea in 2017, and to the US, Canada, China, Indonesia and Malaysia 2018. These missions 
included participants from across the agri-food sector and featured extensive trade contacts as 
well as high-level political discussions.  These and the other missions that my Department is 
planning for the first half of 2019 will serve to enhance and improve our existing levels of mar-
ket access in these destinations. 

At my request, Bord Bia recently completed a market prioritisation exercise that identified 
opportunities in new and more mature markets, and will provide valuable market intelligence 
both for industry operators and policy makers.

Since the UK referendum I have increased Bord Bia’s funding by a total of €19.5 million, 
including a further €5 million that has been allocated in Budget 2019.  That funding has been 
put to very good use on initiatives such as its Brexit Barometer, which has been helping compa-
nies to assess and improve their preparedness for Brexit, and its Market Prioritisation reports, 
which are informing its own and my Department’s work in relation to market diversification. 
Bord Bia has also been very active in engaging with companies in relation to issues such as sup-
ply chain management, customs processes, customer relationships and market diversification.

In addition, Bord Bia, along with officials from my Department, has been participating in 
the recent series of public outreach events being co-ordinated by the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade under the banner Getting Ireland Brexit Ready.  This information campaign is 
designed to help businesses and companies understand some of the challenges posed by Brexit 
and the supports available to them.  

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to seek out and identify new mar-
kets, and I am ready to respond as appropriate to any opportunities that may arise.

06/12/2018WRB05300Skills Shortages

06/12/2018WRB0540058. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to address the labour and skills shortages in the agricultural sector; and the 
way in which this deficit will be met in order to reach Foods Wise 2025 targets. [51187/18]

06/12/2018WRB05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am acutely 
aware of the shortage of labour that exists in some parts of the agri-food sector. It should be 
noted that the sector accounts for 7.9% of total employment, or approximately 174,000 jobs. As 
most of these jobs are based outside of our cities, they are crucial to the rural economy.

Food Wise 2025 highlighted the need for the attraction, retention and development of skills 
and talent right along the food supply chain.  Investment in people is crucial for the success of 
Food Wise 2025 and the success of the sector as a whole. The human capital recommendations 
contained in the Strategy are more relevant than ever, as we see skills and labour shortages 
developing.

My Department has hosted two Food Wise 2025 skills workshops, involving all relevant 
stakeholders, to look at skills gaps and needs both at farm and at food & beverage industry lev-
els. This process of stakeholder engagement has led to two important reports: 
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- the report on ‘Future Skills Needs in the Food and Drink Sector’ published last year; and

- the ‘People in Dairy Action Plan’, which I launched in June of this year. This incorporates 
a total of 29 specific actions which are organised into six key initiatives.

The specific recommendations in both reports are in the process of being implemented and 
progress will be reported periodically to the Food Wise High Level Implementation Committee, 
which I chair.

Labour supply issues have been most acute in meat processing and on-farm in the horti-
culture and dairy sectors, although I am aware that some other parts of the industry are also 
beginning to face the same issue. While some potential exists to recruit labour from within the 
domestic and European labour markets, it became apparent in recent times that this will be in-
sufficient to meet the demand and therefore, I and my officials have had extensive engagement 
with the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation Heather Humphreys and her Depart-
ment in relation to employment permits for non-European Economic Area nationals.

I welcomed the announcement by Minister Humphreys of an initial pilot quota of employ-
ment permits for the horticulture, dairy and meat processing sectors in May, with a further 
allocation for meat processing in August. While the number of permits allocated is relatively 
modest (500 for horticulture workers, 50 for dairy farm assistants and 750 for meat processor 
operatives), it is addressing the immediate shortage of labour.

Alongside the dedicated pilot scheme for the agri-food sector, an overarching review of the 
broader employment permit system has been carried out by the Department of Business, Enter-
prise and Innovation. My colleague Minister Humphreys published the report on this review in 
September and my Department, having actively participated in the review, is now on an inter-
departmental group tasked with implementing the recommendations. I am confident that this 
exercise will lead to a permit regime that is more flexible and adaptable to the labour needs of 
the agri-food sector, particularly for seasonal employment.

I said at the time of the announcement of these permits that they were just one piece of 
the jigsaw in addressing labour supply and that the sector must also continue and intensify its 
efforts to source labour from both the domestic and EU markets. In this regard, my officials 
have been working closely with the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(DEASP) to assist in these efforts. That Department has hosted a series of information sessions 
and meetings with representatives from across the agri-food sector on the range of initiatives 
and supports available.

It is clear however that there is no ‘quick-fix’ to address these issues. Instead, we must take 
a multi-faceted approach and my Department will continue to progress initiatives in this regard.

06/12/2018WRB05600Organic Farming Scheme

06/12/2018WRB0570059. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to reopen the organic farming scheme with particular reference to the market demand 
for organically produced food; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51154/18]

06/12/2018WRB05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The new Or-
ganic Farming Scheme under the current Rural Development Programme has proved extremely 
successful, attracting more new applicants than any scheme previously, and encouraging a sig-
nificant number of Irish farmers to convert to organic farming systems.   Latest figures indicate 
that there are now some 72,000 hectares under organic production, an increase of nearly 50% 
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on the position at the start of the Programme in 2014. 

The Organic Sector Strategy Group, which was established earlier this year, was tasked with 
assessing the justification for a targeting reopening of the Organic Farming Scheme, looking 
to best economic and environmental outcomes,  in accordance with the Group’s terms of refer-
ence.

Based on this assessment, the Group considered that there is sufficient market demand to 
justify the reopening of the Organic Farming Scheme on a targeted basis focussing on areas that 
are in deficit and where market demand is growing.  In addition, the reopening of the Scheme 
is perceived as one of the most important steps in the future direction and development of the 
Sector. The Group unanimously agreed that the areas to be targeted should be organic horticul-
ture, cereals and dairy.

Having spoken to the various organic stakeholders I fully believe that opportunities exist 
for Irish organic produce both at home and abroad. With regard to horticulture for example, ac-
cording to Bord Bia research in 2017, sales of organic fruit and vegetables make up 34pc of the 
Irish organic market.  There are clearly opportunities for Irish producers to substitute imports, 
both for established growers and new entrants to the sector as we import almost 70pc of organic 
fruit and vegetables sold. 

Accordingly the Organic Farming Scheme was re-opened on 19 November this year. An al-
location of €1.25m has been provided to facilitate the re-opening of the Scheme and this comes 
from savings within the Organic Scheme budget.  Applications for the scheme must be made 
online, but there will be no requirement to use an Agricultural Advisor to make the applications.  
The closing date for submission of completed on-line applications is 19 December 2018.

All registered organic farmers are eligible to apply for the Organic Farming Scheme.  Prior-
ity will be given to those areas deemed to be in deficit i.e. horticulture, tillage and dairy.  The 
size of the holdings and the enterprise type in each case will determine the number of farmers 
accepted into the scheme. 

Finally, I can inform that the Organic Sector Strategy Group  is very close to finalising its 
work and I expect to receive its report before the end of the year after which it will be published. 

06/12/2018WRB05900Fishing Industry

06/12/2018WRB0600060. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of negotiations regarding access to fishing rights here post-Brexit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51118/18]

06/12/2018WRB06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Overall, Ire-
land’s and the EU27’s basic position has always been and remains to be to protect our fishing 
communities. While all parties would like higher quota shares, the way to achieve that is to 
grow the fish stocks through sustainable management for the benefit of all. Managing fisher-
ies sustainably and fairly must be an integral and inseparable part of the overall future EU/UK 
relationship.   

In recent months, I have continued to have positive, regular meetings with my European 
colleagues, especially those from the group of 8 Member States whose fisheries are most im-
pacted by the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  I am also working closely with key stakeholders 
in the Irish fishing industry and am pleased at the level of unity on these key issues.  The results 
of Ireland’s engagement with the Barnier Task Force, are evident in the agreed EU position on 
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fisheries.   

 If this withdrawal deal goes through, from a fisheries perspective, we have clarity that there 
will be no changes to the status quo on fisheries for the duration of the transition period.  The 
transition period will last at least until the end of December 2020 but could be extended. Within 
this timeframe and within the context of the overall economic partnership, the EU and UK will 
work to establish a new fisheries agreement to be in place after transition. 

As is set down in the draft Political Declaration, negotiations on fisheries will take place in 
the context of the overall future economic relationship between the EU and the United King-
dom.  In other words, fisheries will not be dealt with in isolation.  

I will continue to work closely with the Tánaiste, the Commission, relevant Member States 
and the fishing industry to ensure the best outcome for Irelands’ fishing communities.

06/12/2018WRB06200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

06/12/2018WRB0630061. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details and criteria for the new ANC scheme; the way in which additional funding will be al-
located; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51204/18]

06/12/2018WRB06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the cur-
rent Rural Development Regulation (and subsequent amendments under the Omnibus Regula-
tion) Member States  are required to change the approach to the designation of land under the 
Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme. To date my Department had been identifying eligible ar-
eas using a range of socio economic indicators such as family farm income, population density, 
percentage of working population engaged in agriculture, and stocking density. 

 From 2019, eligible areas must instead be designated using the following list of bio-phys-
ical criteria:

- Low  temperature

- Dryness

- Excess soil moisture

- Limited soil drainage

- Unfavourable texture and stoniness

- Shallow rooting depth

- Poor chemical properties

- Steep slope

This process has now been completed and in recent weeks I have published details in rela-
tion to the outcome and have completed a series of consultation meetings with key stakeholders.  

The outcome of the review project can be summarised as follows.  The vast majority of 
land that was eligible under the existing Scheme will remain eligible under the new approach.  
Some  700 townlands that would have previously been eligible are not eligible  under the new 
designation.  Farmers impacted financially by this  change will receive a degressive phasing out 
payment in 2019 and  2020.  Over 2,000 townlands will now be eligible under the new approach 
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and will be eligible to receive a payment for the first time in 2019. 

These changes to the 2019 require a formal amendment to Ireland’s Rural Development 
Programme, and this process is now underway to allow the 2019 ANC Scheme to open for ap-
plications early next year. 

In parallel to these changes to the 2019 Scheme, an additional €23m has been added to the 
Scheme budget for 2019.  Approximately €12m of this money will be allocated to newly eligible 
lands in 2019, with approximately €1m being allocated to the phasing out payments in respect 
of lands no longer eligible from 2019.  The remaining approximately €10m will be allocated 
as increased payment rates across all categories of land in the scheme.  These increases will 
be targeted so as to deliver higher increases to those lands with the highest level of constraint.

All these changes require a formal amendment to the Rural Development Programme, and 
this process is now underway to ensure that the Scheme can open for application early in 2019. 

06/12/2018WRC00200Departmental Reports

06/12/2018WRC0030062. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number, date 
of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51370/18]

06/12/2018WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): There have been 
no post-enactment reports published by my Department since March 2011.

In general, legislation emanating from the Department of Defence is focused on the Defence 
Forces only and does not apply to the ordinary citizen or the business community. 

06/12/2018WRC00500Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRC0060063. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each Act was 
signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51386/18]

06/12/2018WRC00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The information 
requested by the Deputy is as follows:

 Act  Date signed by the President
 Defence (Amendment) Act 2011 26 July 2011
Civil Defence Act 2012 26 December 2012
Defence Forces (Second World War Am-
nesty and Immunity) Act 2013

14 May 2013

Defence (Amendment) Act 2015 22 July 2015

06/12/2018WRC00800Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRC0090064. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the grant and 
funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis or criteria 
used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51402/18]

06/12/2018WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
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provides operational grants to each local authority in relation to running costs for Civil Defence.  
My Department also pays a grant to the Irish Red Cross towards it’s administration costs. In 
addition, for the past four years, my Department allocated funding to the Irish Red Cross for 
distribution to small businesses, sporting, community and voluntary organisations that were 
flooded during severe weather events but were unable to secure flood insurance.  All grants are 
paid in line with public financial procedures.  

 Civil Defence training and operations are funded by a combination of annual operational 
grants from my Department and a contribution from the relevant local authority on a 70/30 
basis. The annual operational grant from my Department covers 70% of the running costs of 
Civil Defence annually, with the local authority providing the remaining 30%. The total amount 
provided in annual operational grants to the local authorities in 2017 was €2,720,938.  

A grant may also be provided to a local authority upon receipt and consideration of an appli-
cation or request, towards the purchase of vehicles and/or equipment for use by Civil Defence 
personnel. In 2017, local authorities received €679,199 under this heading.

My Department regularly provides financial support to local authorities towards the cost of 
running training exercises, often in conjunction with the Primary Response Agencies.  In 2017, 
six major Civil Defence regional exercises were run throughout the country and the Depart-
ment of Defence provided a total of €70,845 in grants to the local authorities that hosted these 
exercises.  

My Department also runs a scheme to reimburse the cost of immunising Civil Defence 
volunteers against Hepatitis B and tetanus.  A total of €7,336 was paid out under this heading 
in 2017.

The basis for grants towards Civil Defence is set out in the Civil Defence Act, 2012. 

My Department made an annual grant payment of €900,000 to the Irish Red Cross in 2018. 
This included Ireland’s contribution of €130,000 to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross. This was an increase from €869,000 in 2017 and was agreed following receipt and ex-
amination of a detailed business case submitted by the Irish Red Cross.  The annual grant is 
paid in quarterly instalments and each year my Department receives a report from the Society 
providing full details of how the previous year’s grant was utilised and details of how it is to be 
used in the current year.  

The basis for the annual grant payments that are made to the Irish Red Cross are set out in 
the  Irish Red Cross Act, 1938.

The total funding provided to the Irish Red Cross for distribution under the flooding schemes 
for small businesses and other bodies was €4.032 million over a four year period.  The cost of 
each of the four schemes was as follows:

Storm Desmond (Dec 2015/Jan 2016) - €3.1 million

Donegal (August, 2017) - €586,000

Laois (November 2017) - €3,000

Storm Eleanor (January 2018) - €343,000 

These four schemes were launched following separate Government decisions on each oc-
casion.  In November 2018, the Government established a standing scheme to deal with any 
further similar flooding events.  The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation will be 
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responsible for the standing scheme.

06/12/2018WRC01100Foreign Conflicts

06/12/2018WRC0120065. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade his 
views on the recent events between Russia and Ukraine; the EU response to this issue; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51262/18]

06/12/2018WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
recent events between Russia and Ukraine are a matter for grave concern and we are working 
closely with our EU partners to monitor developments and respond appropriately.

I fully support the declaration on the matter by HR/VP Mogherini of 28 November on behalf 
of EU Member States. The declaration expresses the EU’s utmost concern at the dangerous in-
crease of tensions in the Azov Sea and Kerch Strait which led to the seizure of Ukrainian vessels 
and their crews by Russia, expresses dismay at this use of force by Russia which, against the 
backdrop of increasing militarisation in the area, is unacceptable.

In this context, the declaration called on Russia to release the captured vessels, their crew 
and equipment unconditionally and without delay.

Ireland continues to support Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity. 
We do not recognise the illegal annexation of the Crimean peninsula by the Russian Federation. 

I would call on all to exercise the utmost restraint to de-escalate the situation immediately.

06/12/2018WRC01400Undocumented Irish in the USA

06/12/2018WRC0150066. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on the potential for Irish citizens to receive E3 visas; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51263/18]

06/12/2018WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I very 
much welcome the passing of an Irish E3 visa Bill in the U.S. House of Representatives on 28 
November last.

Both the Taoiseach and I have raised the issue of immigration with the U.S. Administration 
at every opportunity, and I am pleased to report that this particular initiative has the support of 
the Administration, and of House Speaker, Paul Ryan.  The House Bill itself was sponsored by 
Congressman James Sensenbrenner, a Republican from Wisconsin, and Congressman Richie 
Neal, a Democrat from Massachusetts, Co-Chair of the Friends of Ireland, whom I met recently 
here in Dublin.

The Bill will now be considered in the U.S. Senate.  Although the timing has not been con-
firmed, this may happen as early as next week.  In order to pass in the Senate, the Bill would 
require 60 votes in favour and none against.  While current signals are positive, there is no 
guarantee the legislation will pass successfully.  

If passed in the Senate, the Bill would add Irish citizens to those who are eligible for E3 
visas, potentially opening up 4,000 approx. visas each year to Irish citizens who wished to work 
in the US for a period.  The spouses and children of those who qualify would receive additional 
visas and would not count against this cap.  The Bill as passed by the House of Representatives 
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would mean Irish citizens would be eligible to apply for those E3 visas that Australian citizens 
had not used in the previous year.  The current E3 Bill references reciprocity on the Irish side 
and, were a successful E3 scheme for Irish citizens to be agreed by the U.S. Senate, a similar 
reciprocal scheme would be put in place here designed specifically for U.S. citizens.

Our Embassy in Washington, D.C. and the Government’s Special Envoy to the U.S. Con-
gress on the Undocumented, Mr. John Deasy T.D., have remained in ongoing contact with key 
Administration and Congressional figures, as well as other partners on the Bill, including the 
Coalition of Irish Immigration Centers and other key Irish community leaders.  I understand 
that there is cautious support for the Bill among this group, and a recognition that, while it is 
limited, the current political context in the US does not lend itself to a more ambitious initiative.  

While this Bill unfortunately does not address the situation of the Irish in the US who are 
undocumented, the Embassy and the Consulates in the US, working with Special Envoy Deasy, 
will continue to explore with the U.S. Administration whether any possibilities might exist to 
identify pathways to waivers for undocumented Irish.  It is hoped that, in a future more benign 
political context, it might be possible to secure such pathways for the Irish undocumented to 
regularise their status.  In any case, the Government will continue to raise the position of the 
undocumented at every opportunity. 

06/12/2018WRC01700Northern Ireland

06/12/2018WRC0180067. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
he will report on efforts to recommence the executive in Northern Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51264/18]

06/12/2018WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Irish and British Governments, as co-guarantors of the Good Friday Agreement, have been 
working tirelessly since the Northern Ireland Assembly elections of March 2017 to support and 
facilitate the political parties in their efforts to form a new power-sharing Executive.

However, as yet, it has not proved possible to reach an agreement on the formation of an 
Executive, despite intensive engagement.  The absence of the Executive also means that that 
North South Ministerial Council cannot meet.  I am currently engaging with Secretary of State 
Bradley on how both Governments can most effectively secure the full operation of all of the 
institutions of the Good Friday Agreement in the period ahead. 

I met with Secretary of State Bradley in Dublin on 17 September, in Belfast on 8 October, 
and most recently in Dublin on 2 November at the British Irish Inter-Governmental Conference.  
I spoke further with the Secretary of State by telephone on Monday 12 November.

In my discussions with Secretary of State Bradley, I have underlined the Government’s deep 
concern at the continuing impasse with the devolved institutions, which she shares.

I have also set out the Government’s view that the legislation that was brought forward by 
the Secretary of State which temporarily suspends the requirement to call an Assembly election 
underlines the seriousness of the absence of the devolved institutions in Northern Ireland, and 
the urgent requirement for all with responsibilities to do everything in their power to get them 
operating again.

Secretary of State Bradley has confirmed that this legislation is temporary and time-bound 
and that it operates to provide the necessary scope to get the institutions back in place.
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Secretary of State Bradley and I have in this context reaffirmed the strong determination of 
both Governments to get the devolved institutions up and running again.  We are agreed that a 
new political process is required to secure the necessary agreement between the parties that will 
see the Assembly and Executive operating again on behalf of the people of Northern Ireland.

Both Governments are continuing to engage with all of the political parties to seek a way 
forward.  All parties have re-affirmed their commitment to operating the devolved institutions 
and have provided views on their key concerns and issues. 

I do not underestimate the way to go in achieving a way forward, but I continue to believe 
that a resolution is possible. 

The calls from across all sections of the community in Northern Ireland for the devolved 
institutions to operate have to be heeded.

The Government will continue to do everything in its power, in accordance with its respon-
sibilities as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday Agreement, to secure the effective operation of 
all of its institutions.

06/12/2018WRC02000Foreign Conflicts

06/12/2018WRC0210068. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the disputed territory of Western Sahara; the EU position on this territory; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51317/18]

06/12/2018WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland 
and the EU recognise the United Nation’s classification of Western Sahara as a non-self-govern-
ing territory. We fully support the ongoing UN efforts to assist the parties in reaching a lasting 
political resolution to the dispute in Western Sahara.

Ireland supports the right to self-determination of the people of Western Sahara, but does 
not have a view on the outcome of that decision, be it independence, integration, autonomy, or 
some other solution – so long as it is decided in a genuine exercise of self-determination. While 
Ireland does not recognise the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic, the state declared by the 
Polisario Front, we do recognise the Polisario Front as a party to the dispute, and my officials 
meet regularly with its representatives to seek their views on the current situation.

On 31 October 2018, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 2440 on Western Sahara, 
extending the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) for a six-month 
period. In extending the mandate, the Security Council also called upon all the concerned par-
ties to demonstrate political will to advance the negotiations towards an enduring political solu-
tion.  

The Personal Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for Western Sahara, Horst Köhler, has 
conducted extensive stakeholder consultations in recent months. These consultations have re-
sulted in the roundtable meeting on Western Sahara which is being held in Geneva this week, 
with representatives from Morocco, the Polisario Front, Algeria and Mauritania. I welcome 
this meeting as a very positive step by all the parties participating, and I hope that it will lead 
to the renewal of the negotiations process. I call on all parties to engage in good faith with the 
UN Envoy’s mediation process, which Ireland fully supports. This is the only path towards a 
sustainable resolution of the conflict which is mutually acceptable, and provides for the self-
determination of the people of Western Sahara.
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06/12/2018WRC02300Foreign Conflicts

06/12/2018WRC0240069. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the situation in South Sudan; the efforts being made by Ireland, the EU and the interna-
tional community to address the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51318/18]

06/12/2018WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): South Sudan continues to endure a terrible humanitarian crisis, primarily the con-
sequence of conflict. I am deeply concerned by the continued high level of violence, and by 
reports of violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, which perpetuate the 
crisis and impact negatively on its scale.

The current conflict began in 2013 and has had devastating consequences for civilians. The 
war, compounded by drought, has led to severe food insecurity and caused massive population 
displacement and suffering throughout the country, with women and girls suffering the most. 
More than 400,000 people have died and an estimated 7 million people are currently in need of 
humanitarian assistance.

On 12 September last, the President of South Sudan, Salva Kiir, signed a peace agreement 
with the opposition. While this peace agreement has the potential to mark a new departure, it 
is critical that South Sudan’s leaders implement it without delay. Achieving lasting peace will 
require sustained effort and commitment as well as a genuinely inclusive approach to building 
the future South Sudan.

Ireland strongly supports efforts to build peace in South Sudan. In November 2017, dur-
ing his visit to Addis Ababa, the Tánaiste met representatives of IGAD (Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development) and the African Union to discuss the situation in South Sudan. On 
that visit, the Tánaiste announced funding to the IGAD High Level Revitalisation Forum, the 
process which delivered the revised peace agreement. Ireland will continue to support IGAD’s 
work on monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the agreement in 2019.

Our Embassy in Addis Ababa, which is accredited to South Sudan, monitors the situation 
and engages with local, regional and international parties on an ongoing basis. The Irish Am-
bassador in Addis Ababa visits Juba frequently where she meets with key government, UN, 
NGO, Red Cross and diplomatic partners, including the EU Delegation. Her most recent visit 
took place last week.

We are committed to supporting efforts towards peace in South Sudan and have contributed 
to projects aimed at peacebuilding. In 2018, this has included supporting partners’ meditation 
efforts and empowering civil society, in particular women’s groups, to facilitate their engage-
ment in peace processes.  As well as our direct bilateral support, we are actively involved in 
the efforts of the EU to support peace in South Sudan. Two officials from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade have been seconded to the EU Delegation in South Sudan, includ-
ing one as Head of Mission. The EU Delegation is strongly supportive of the peace process, in 
particular by providing support to the implementing and monitoring bodies of the peace agree-
ment. The Tánaiste discussed these efforts with the EU Special Representative for the Horn of 
Africa, Alexander Rondos, when he visited Dublin on 7 November.

While a sustained resolution to the conflict is the ultimate goal, we have a duty now to deal 
with immediate humanitarian needs. Since 2012, Ireland has provided €61 million in direct hu-
manitarian assistance to South Sudan. Over €10 million in Irish funding has been provided so 
far this year, including to Irish NGOs to assist them in reaching the most vulnerable. Christian 
Aid, Concern Worldwide, Oxfam, Trócaire and World Vision, with support from Irish Aid, are 
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working in partnership with local organisations and NGO networks to provide lifesaving sup-
plies to meet the basic needs of those suffering from the conflict.

As well as this direct bilateral aid, Ireland has also contributed significantly to humanitar-
ian support in South Sudan through the multilateral system. Ireland is a significant contributor 
to the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund, which has allocated $187 million to alleviate 
the crisis in South Sudan since 2011, as well as to the EU, which has provided more than €90 
million so far this year.

With humanitarian needs likely to remain acute in 2019, Irish funding will continue to sup-
port both those in need inside South Sudan as well as South Sudanese refugees in neighbouring 
countries.

06/12/2018WRC02600EU Issues

06/12/2018WRC0270070. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade the 
status of the situation in Hungary and the erosion of civil society and independent media; the 
steps that have been formally taken at EU level to address this; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51319/18]

06/12/2018WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 15 
September last, the European Parliament adopted the Sargentini report - a reasoned proposal 
inviting the Council to determine whether there is a clear risk of a serious breach by Hungary 
of the values on which the European Union is founded. The Hungarian government have is-
sued a written response in relation to this report. The Commission has provided a paper on the 
values-related infringement procedures that it has taken to address concerns with the situation 
in Hungary.

At the next General Affairs Council meeting on 11 December, Ministers will have an ex-
change of views on these documents and the next steps forward. Ireland has previously made its 
concerns known in relation to issues surrounding the rule of law and recent legislation targeting 
non-governmental actors in Hungary. At this time of many challenges facing the Union it is 
more important than ever that we stand by our shared values.

I note the announcement on 3 December by the Central European University that it will be 
relocating to Vienna from Budapest from next January. Academic freedom is one of our funda-
mental values within the Union and it is a source of regret that an academic institute feels it has 
no other choice but to leave an EU member State in order to continue its operations.

06/12/2018WRC02900Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRC0300071. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his De-
partment since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51374/18]

06/12/2018WRC0310072. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the number of Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date 
each Act was signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51390/18]

06/12/2018WRC03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
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pose to take Questions Nos. 71 and 72 together.

Since 2011 my Department has sponsored five items of legislation, as set out in the follow-
ing table.

Post-enactment scrutiny was adopted for the duration of the 31st Dáil through Standing 
Order 141A, effective from 5 November 2013, and was adopted by Standing Order 164A for 
the 32nd Dáil. In that light, the requirement does not apply to the first three pieces of legislation 
listed as they pre-date the requirement.

The Diplomatic Relations (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act and the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the event of Armed Conflict (Hague Convention) Act, were both enacted in Decem-
ber 2017.  Post-enactment reports for both of these are currently being prepared in accordance 
with the requirements of Standing Order 164A, and will be published in due course. 

Name of Act Year Enacted
Biological Weapons Act 2011
European Communities (Amendment) Act 2012
Thirtieth Amendment of the Constitution Bill 
(Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Gover-
nance in the Economic and Monetary Union) Act

2012

Diplomatic Relations (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act

2017

Protection of Cultural Property in the event of 
Armed Conflict(Hague Convention) Act

2017

06/12/2018WRC03400Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRC0350073. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the grant and funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the 
basis or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51406/18]

06/12/2018WRC03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney):  De-
partment is responsible for two votes - Vote 28 (Foreign Affairs and Trade) and Vote 27 (Inter-
national Cooperation).

The Irish Abroad Unit in my Department manages and coordinates the Emigrant Support 
Programme (ESP) in partnership with Ireland’s Embassies and Consulates abroad.  This pro-
gramme is a tangible expression of the Government’s support of, commitment to, and interest 
in the global Irish community. It aims to strengthen the international Irish community and its 
bond with Ireland. Through this programme the Government aims to fund projects that will 
have a clear and identifiable impact on supporting and building global Irish communities.  Since 
its inception in 2004, the Emigrant Support Programme has assisted over 530 organisations 
in 36 countries with grants totaling over €170 million.  In 2018, the total budget for the ESP 
was €11.595 million.  Applications, which must be submitted via an online portal during a one 
month window from mid-January to mid-February are evaluated on a range of criteria, includ-
ing the need for the project; beneficiaries in the Irish community; the impact of the project, 
partnerships with other statutory, voluntary and ESP-funded organisations; the total project cost 
and value for money offered; in addition to monitoring and evaluation systems in place and 
commitment to good governance.  Applicant organisations should be established as registered 
charities, charitable bodies or voluntary/not for profit organisations.  More detailed information 
is available here on my Department’s website. 
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Of the Department’s Diaspora Affairs budget, €600,000 was available in 2018 for strategic 
projects that engage the diaspora in support of existing Government Strategies, in particular 
those strategies which are most relevant to the wider work of this Department and which would 
support the work of the Inter-departmental Committee on the Irish Abroad. These projects could 
be led by the Irish Abroad Unit, or other units in the Department or in conjunction with other 
Departments/State Agencies, and decisions were based on detailed, costed proposals submit-
ted by third parties which had a clear and measurable impacts linked to a wider and identified 
Government strategy.

The Reconciliation Fund, also administered by my Department, was established in 1982 
to support civil society organisations in creating better understanding between the people and 
traditions of the island of Ireland, and also between Ireland and Britain.  Over €50 million has 
been allocated to over 2,000 projects during this time.  As part of the 2014 Stormont House 
Agreement, the Government committed to the continued allocation of €2.7 million annually 
to the Reconciliation Fund.  An additional €1 million will be made available in 2019.  Further 
information, including the criteria for allocation of funding and details of grants awarded previ-
ously, can be found here on the Department’s website. 

 Department’s Policy Planning Unit provides research grants to academic institutions and 
organisations to undertake specific pieces of foreign policy research. In 2018, Policy Planning 
Unit awarded a grant of €15,950 to the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House) 
to prepare a paper on the environmental consequences of the use of nuclear weapons and test-
ing, in support of Ireland’s nuclear non-proliferation policy. Grants are awarded to institutions 
or organisations which possess the requisite research expertise on the given topic.

 Department also funds projects and proposals which further Ireland’s priorities under the 
EU Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), including: maximising the EU’s voice and 
influence on human rights issues; preserving international peace and security; supporting the 
UN and other multilateral organisations; and promoting disarmament and non-proliferation. 
Expenditure is divided into two categories. The first is mandatory payments under the Common 
Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) to the EU Institute for Security Studies and the EU Satel-
lite Centre. There is also funding available for voluntary contributions in support of projects 
in the CFSP area. In 2018, a total of €513,000 was allocated under this heading; €173,000 for 
mandatory payments and €340,000 in respect of voluntary contributions.

For 2018, the Government has provided a gross allocation to Official Development As-
sistance (ODA) of in excess of €707 million. €500.126 million will be administered by the 
Development Cooperation Division (DCD) of my Department under Vote 27 – International 
Cooperation.  A further estimated €207 million will be allocated through other Government 
Departments and Ireland’s share allocation of the EU Development Cooperation Budget. 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) comprises Bilateral Assistance which is aid pro-
vided directly by Ireland to developing countries and Multilateral Assistance, which comprises 
un-earmarked funding channelled through multilateral and international organisations engaged 
in development cooperation. 

In addition to the multilateral ODA managed through Vote 27, a significant proportion of 
Ireland’s multilateral ODA relates to assessed and voluntary contributions to international or-
ganisations managed through other Government Departments (mainly the Departments of Fi-
nance and Agriculture, Food and the Marine) and Ireland’s contribution to the EU Development 
Cooperation budget.  

The funding administered by my Department under Vote 27 is delivered through a wide 
range of partners including non-governmental organisations, missionaries, UN agencies, inter-
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national organisations and humanitarian agencies.  Funding is also delivered via local, regional 
and national government systems aimed at, inter alia, building health, education and local 
government systems.

The Stability Fund was established by my Department in 2005 to provide support to a 
range of activities relating to peacebuilding and conflict prevention, civilian crisis management, 
post-conflict stabilisation and activities contributing to the implementation of Ireland’s commit-
ments under UNSCR 1325. The budget allocation in 2018 is €6 million.

A small portion of the Vote 27 budget is administered by my Department’s Communica-
tions Unit. Africa Day is celebrated annually on 25 May and the public outreach team in Irish 
Aid oversee a national flagship event in Dublin to highlight the scope and benefits of Ireland’s 
engagement with Africa and increase public awareness of Irish Aid’s development programme 
throughout Africa. Local authorities around the country are encouraged to host their own re-
gional Africa Day events, to engage citizens nationwide in celebrating Ireland’s historic links 
with Africa, and increase awareness of the work carried out by Irish Aid. To this end, the Africa 
Day regional fund, valued at €48,000, is open to applications from local authorities that wish to 
organise events linked to the Africa Day celebrations. Applications for funding from the scheme 
are judged based on a number of criteria including description and timing of the proposed event; 
how the event /activity will be managed; adequate governance including public indemnity in-
surance; proposed for Irish Aid and/or Ministerial participation; promotion and overall cost.  

The Communications Unit also administers the Simon Cumbers Media Fund to assist and 
promote more and better quality media coverage of development issues in the Irish media. Two 
rounds of funding are allocated every year; one in summer, and one in winter. Applications 
focus on international development themes, including the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG). Applicants must demonstrate the relevance of their project to one or more of the seven 
Irish Aid Priority Areas for Action. These priority areas include hunger, climate change, trade 
and economic growth and human rights. The value of the scheme is €135,000 and applications 
are judged based on a number of criteria including quality of the proposal, including treatment 
(e.g. is the story engaging/well-developed/well-researched); value for money; audience reach; 
media reach in Ireland (including range of media platforms); focus on development/SDG is-
sues/Irish Aid priority countries/focus on themes (climate change/sustainability/positive image 
of Africa/tackling stereotypes); and originality of project.

An annual report is produced each year and the 2017 report is now available on the Irish Aid 
website. This is a flagship of our accountability, transparency and engagement.  It demonstrates 
the scope of our programme, how we are reaching the poorest and adapting to the challenges 
and opportunities of a rapidly changing world.

06/12/2018WRC03700Election Monitoring Missions

06/12/2018WRC0380074. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if issues with the election observer roster appraisal process have been rectified (details 
supplied); the reason for the delay; the other steps required to finalise the process; the date on 
which persons will be placed on the new roster; the appeal process for unsuccessful candidates; 
the amount expended on consultancy fees to date regarding this process; the number of candi-
dates who have applied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51489/18]

06/12/2018WRC03900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): International election observation missions play an important role in the promotion 
of democracy and human rights. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade aims to ensure 
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that, when requested, Ireland is represented at an appropriate level on international election ob-
servation missions. Irish observers participate primarily in missions organised by the European 
Union or the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

The process of establishing a new international election observer roster is at an advanced 
stage. It is expected that the new roster will be established on 1 January 2019.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is aiming to release results of the recent ap-
praisal process shortly, following determination of the availability of an Appeals Panel. In-
formation on the Appeals Process will be provided to candidates with their results. Once can-
didates have been informed, the Irish Aid website will be updated with information on the 
remaining stages in the process. These are: language verification for certain candidates, security 
vetting and the training of new roster members. Language verification and security vetting will 
run concurrently during the month of December. Training will be provided in January, with 
prioritisation given to candidates who have not been previously trained in election observation 
duties. Those shortlisted for the new roster will also be asked to undertake the online election 
observer training provided by the OSCE and the EU and to provide certification to the Elections 
Desk. Information on these courses will be provided along with results. 

The costs incurred to date in the establishment of the new roster are approximately €15,000. 
This includes the training of the panels which appraised applications, the payments to external 
panel chairpersons and the cost of the quality assurance service.

395 applications were received by the deadline of 17:30 on 20 August 2018. Of the 395 total 
applications, 377 were deemed to have met the essential requirements listed on pages 3 and 4 of 
the Volunteer Information Booklet. These 377 applications were assigned to panels for stage 2 
assessment. The 18 applicants deemed not to have passed the essential requirements check were 
informed on 15 November 2018 that their application was not successful.

06/12/2018WRC04000Tax Collection

06/12/2018WRC0410075. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commissioners will 
contact a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51225/18]

06/12/2018WRC04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
son in question has a very significant tax debt which has been the subject of protracted legal 
proceedings. Current legal proceedings stand adjourned before the Examiner in the High Court 
until 16 January 2019. 

Given the level of non-compliance and failure by the person concerned to engage satisfac-
torily with Revenue over a long period, I am advised by Revenue that it will not be deferring 
further legal action, as necessary, to seek to recover the significant debt owed in this instance. 

If the person concerned wishes to make realistic payment proposals in advance of 16 Janu-
ary 2019, they should immediately contact Revenue’s external solicitors, Holmes O’ Malley 
Sexton, who are dealing with this matter. Such a proposal would need to address the full quan-
tum of the outstanding tax debt, including interest, and recovery costs.

06/12/2018WRC04300Central Bank of Ireland Supervision

06/12/2018WRC0440076. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the Central Bank regula-
tions relating to the use of plain language by financial institutions; the locations in which these 
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regulations can be accessed; the input he has had on these regulations; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51233/18]

06/12/2018WRC04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Regulated financial service providers 
are required to comply with the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code) 
which is available on the Bank’s website.  The Code is a statutory code of conduct which im-
poses requirements regarding how regulated entities must engage with consumers. 

Provision 4.1 of the Code requires that a regulated entity must ensure that all information it 
provides to a consumer is clear, accurate, up to date and written in plain English. Key informa-
tion must also be brought to the attention of the consumer, with the method of presentation not 
disguising, diminishing or obscuring important information. 

The Code is issued under powers granted to the Bank under section 117 of the Central Bank 
1989 amongst other pieces of legislation. This section requires consultation with the Minister 
for Finance. 

It should also be noted in the context of contracts provided to consumers, financial service 
providers are required to comply with the European Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer 
Contracts) Regulations 1995.  These Regulations impose requirements in relation to the lan-
guage to be used in consumer contracts. Regulation 5 provides that, in the case of contracts 
where all or certain terms offered to the consumer are in writing, the seller or supplier shall 
ensure that terms are drafted in plain, intelligible language and, where there is a doubt about the 
meaning of a term, the interpretation most favourable to the consumer shall prevail.

06/12/2018WRC04600Departmental Staff Data

06/12/2018WRC0470077. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff in his 
Department who have a degree or higher degree level qualifications in economics; the propor-
tion of staff who are so qualified in respect of the total staff of his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51259/18]

06/12/2018WRC04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance is com-
mitted to building and expanding of the economic expertise and capability across all divisions 
of the Department, with the aim of developing a modern, professional and forward-looking 
Department. 

Currently, a total of 98 staff within the Department hold at least one Economics qualifica-
tion. A further 30 staff are presently undertaking Economics qualifications but have not re-
ceived their final award to date. 22% of the total number staff in the Department hold either a 
Degree, Masters or Doctorate level qualification in economics (72 staff). 

Table 1: All qualifications Department of Finance staff hold in Economics:

Level Achieved: Number:
Certificate 20
Diploma 5
Degree 37
Masters 34
Doctorate 1
Other Qualifications in Economics 1
Total Number: 98
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Table 2: Courses undertaken by Department of Finance staff who have not formally gradu-
ated to date:

Level to be Achieved: Number:
Certificate 16
Degree 1
Masters 13
Total Number: 30

      As part of ensuring a high level of Economics knowledge among staff, the Department of 
Finance partakes in the Refund of Fees Scheme. Through this scheme, the Department funds 
the academic fees for staff who are studying towards an accredited qualification. 

As well as the Refund of Fees schemes, the Department of Finance, in co-operation with 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, organises a Certificate in Economics course 
(National Framework in Qualifications Level 6). This course is specifically designed to be a 
primer course for staff who do not have a specific academic background in economics, after 
which staff can chose to partake in further studies. 

The Department continues to grow its expertise in the area of economics through the recruit-
ment of staff via the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) and also 
through recruitment via the Public Appointments Service (PAS). 

06/12/2018WRC04900Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRC0500078. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance the number, date of publication 
and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 2011, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51373/18]

06/12/2018WRC0510079. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Finance the number of Acts passed since 
March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each Act was signed into law in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51389/18]

06/12/2018WRC05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 78 
and 79 together.

It has not been possible in the time available to compile all the information sought in the 
Deputy’s two PQs. 

In relation to the Deputy’s PQ about post enactment reports (PQ 51373/18), the Deputy will 
be aware that Standing Order 164A of Dáil Eireann Standing Orders 2016 and Standing Order 
168 of Seanad Eireann Standing Orders 2017 provide that “twelve months following the enact-
ment of a Bill, save in the case of the Finance Bill and the Appropriation Bill, the member of 
the Government or Minister of State who is officially responsible for implementation of the Act 
shall provide a report which shall review the functioning if the Act and which shall be laid in 
the Parliamentary library.”

I can advise the Deputy that in the period in question, thirteen post enactment scrutiny re-
ports (‘PESRs’) from my Department were prepared and laid in the Parliamentary library.  

All thirteen PESRs have been laid in the Parliamentary library as required under the Stand-
ing Orders.  Details on each Report are set out in the following table.
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LEGISLATION IN QUESTION - DATE OF LAYING CORRESPONDING PESR

No. Name of Act Date
1 Credit Reporting Act 2013 02.10.18
2 Central Bank Act 2014 01.10.18
3 Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Act 

2014
01.10.18

4 Central Bank Amendment Act 2015 01.10.18 
5 Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit 

Servicing Firms) Act 2015
01.10.18

6 Finance (Certain European Union and Inter-
governmental Obligations) Act 2016

01.10.18

7 National Treasury Management Agency 
(Amendment) Act 2014

01.10.18

8 Irish Collective Asset-management Vehicles 
Act 2015

14.11.18

9 Customs Act 2015 18.09.18
10 Finance (Tax Appeals) Act 2015 20.11.18
11 Finance (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 01.10.18
12. Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman 

Act 2017
01.10.18

13. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank Act 
2017

14.08.18

 As regards the Deputy’s PQ seeking the date of enactment of Acts passed since March 2011 
for which my Department is responsible (PQ 51389/18), it has not been possible to collate that 
information in the time available and I will revert in writing to the Deputy later this month.

06/12/2018WRC05400Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRC0550080. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the grant and funding schemes 
operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis or criteria used for the al-
location of funding in respect of each scheme. [51405/18]

06/12/2018WRC05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since 2015, my Department has admin-
istered the Fuel Grant Scheme for Disabled Drivers, which was introduced to replace the excise 
relief element of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme.

To qualify for the Scheme an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certifi-
cate. To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate an applicant must satisfy one of the condi-
tions set out in the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 
(SI 353 of 1994).

For 2017, €10 million was budgeted, of which €9.45 million was spent.

For 2018, €10 million was budgeted, of which €9.91 million has been spent to date.

For 2019, €10.5 million has been budgeted. 
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06/12/2018WRC05700Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman Data

06/12/2018WRC0580081. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the average time for a com-
plaint to be fully investigated and concluded by the Financial Services and Pensions Ombuds-
men from the initial complaint to final decision; the number of complaints received and investi-
gations completed in each of the past five years; if his attention has been drawn to the perceived 
lengthy delays to the complaints investigation process; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51429/18]

06/12/2018WRC05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will appreciate, the Fi-
nancial Services and Pensions Ombudsman is independent in the performance of his functions. 
I understand that each complaint is different and is dealt with based on its own merits. 

That said, the Office of the Financial Service and Pensions Ombudsman has provided the 
following information based on the work of the Financial Services Ombudsman for the year 
2017 in relation to his dispute resolution service and his formal processes of investigation and 
adjudication. 

 Dispute resolution provides a flexible and innovative approach to complaint resolution. For 
those complaints closed in 2017 via Dispute Resolution using mediation techniques: 

- 43% were closed within 2 months

- 67% were closed within 4 months

- 79% were closed within 6 months 

- 21% took over 6 months to close.

 Complaints not resolved through informal processes and considered to be within jurisdic-
tion, are subsequently formally investigated and adjudicated.   For those complaints closed in 
2017 following a full investigation and written adjudication:

- 13% were closed within 1 year 

- 65% were closed within 2 years

- 80% were closed within 3 years

- 20% took over 3 years to close. 

As the investigation process involves regular exchanges of evidence, the length of this pro-
cess is dependent on the number of submissions made by each party, and the complexity of the 
matters at hand.  

The Office of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman has also provided the fol-
lowing table with details of complaints received and closed in 2014 to 2017 and also from Janu-
ary to October of 2018.  

Year Complaints received Complaints closed
01.01.18 – 30.10.18 4937 3742
2017 4538 3867
2016 4,513 4323
2015 4,872 4915
2014 4477 5878 
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06/12/2018WRC06000VAT Rebates

06/12/2018WRC0610082. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the work that has been car-
ried out to date on the scheme for VAT compensation for charities; when the scheme will com-
mence; the persons or bodies that will be eligible to claim a refund of VAT; the amount avail-
able; the way in which it will operate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51436/18]

06/12/2018WRC06200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A draft Ministerial Order providing for 
the scheme has been prepared and is currently being reviewed by the Office of the Parliamen-
tary Counsel. I expect to sign the Order before the end of the month. 

I am advised that the Revenue Commissioners have developed systems to enable charities 
submit claims and to support processing and payment of claims. The facility to make claims 
under the scheme will be available on ROS from January 2019.  In addition, there has been 
extensive consultation with Charities Institute Ireland concerning the details of the scheme and 
the administrative arrangements that will apply, and guidance will be published by Revenue 
after the Order is signed.

The scheme will take effect from 1 January 2018 but will be paid one year in arrears, so that 
in 2019, charities will be able to submit claims in respect of the VAT costs incurred in the calen-
dar year 2018.  A capped fund of €5 million will be available in 2019 to finance payments under 
the scheme.  Claims can be submitted annually by charities who are registered with Revenue, 
hold a charitable tax exemption under Section 207 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 and are 
registered with the Charities Regulatory Authority (CRA).  Additionally, they must hold a Tax 
Clearance Certificate and be in possession of a set of audited accounts for a financial year which 
ends no earlier than in the calendar year to which the claim relates.

Charities will be entitled to a refund of a proportion of their VAT costs based on the level 
of non-public funding they receive.  For example, where a charity’s gross income for 2018 in-
volves 30% funding from State/EU/international organisations and 70% from privately sourced 
income, they can claim 70% of their VAT input costs for the year.  Where the total amount of 
claims in a year exceeds the capped amount, charities will be paid on a pro rata basis, i.e. where 
the total value of claims is double the capped pool amount, each charity will receive 50% of 
their claim.

06/12/2018WRC06300Home Building Finance Ireland Establishment

06/12/2018WRC0640083. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when HBFI will be fully es-
tablished; the number of employees it plans to hire; the number of those who will be seconded 
from NAMA; the number who will be fully hired from NAMA; when he expects to have all 
employees in place and operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51473/18]

06/12/2018WRC0650084. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance when he expects the €750 
million to be drawn down by HBFI; when he expects HBFI to be in a position to lend money; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51474/18]

06/12/2018WRC0660085. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the average loan to cost that 
the HBFI plans to provide to developers; the average interest rate for same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51475/18]

06/12/2018WRC06700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 83 to 
85, inclusive, together.
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Home Building Finance Ireland (HBFI) is being established as one of a number of measures 
to address the housing crisis. It will provide a source of funding for small to medium sized 
residential developments on a commercial basis. The Home Building Finance Ireland Act was 
signed into law by the President this Monday, 3 December 2018. Much progress has been made 
in preparing HBFI for launch and it is expected that HBFI will commence receiving funding 
applications towards the end of January 2019.

It is currently expected that an initial team of c.23 staff members will be employed by HBFI 
as the company commences operations. Similar to NAMA and the SBCI, all HBFI officials will 
be seconded employees of the NTMA. In order to ensure that HBFI is established in the most 
efficient manner possible it is envisaged that the NTMA shall first draw upon any relevant re-
sources, services and experience that are already available within NAMA when appointing staff 
to HBFI. NAMA has amassed considerable expertise in this area through the implementation of 
its existing residential funding programme and this will be a key asset for HBFI. 

Ultimately, it will be a matter for the Board of HBFI to determine the precise staffing levels 
required which will be commensurate with the level of demand for lending from developers. 
As a result it is not possible to estimate either the total number of staff or the number of NAMA 
staff that may ultimately transfer to HBFI at this time. The recruitment and transfer of all staff 
will depend on HBFI’s requirements and the availability of appropriate resources in NAMA at 
that point in time. 

Upon incorporation the Minister will provide equity of €20m which will be used to fund 
HBFI’s initial start-up costs. ISIF will then be directed to lend the remaining funding, of up to 
€730m, to HBFI at a market rate of interest in order to fund delivery of residential property. It 
is envisaged that this funding will be made available on receipt of funding requests from HBFI, 
the exact scale and timing of these requests will be dependent on market demand. 

Exact lending rates provided to developers will be determined on a case by case basis fol-
lowing a credit assessment, but must be equivalent to market rates in order to comply with EU 
State aid rules. Based on current market rates and having sought third party market advice, it is 
expected that minimum lending rates of c. Euribor+5% would be applied for projects with an 
LTC of less than <50% ranging up to c.+8% for projects at c.80% LTC. A borrowing entity must 
provide a minimum of 20% equity, which can include the site value and HBFI may fund up to 
80% of the LTC (Loan to Cost) of a project. The maximum term of a loan facility is expected 
to be be 5 years. Full lending terms and conditions will be approved by the board of HBFI in 
due course.

06/12/2018WRC07000Tax Treaties

06/12/2018WRC0710086. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there will be a cost to the 
Exchequer as a result of the deal struck with Malta to end the single malt tax strategy; if so, the 
amount on a full year basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51476/18]

06/12/2018WRC07200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Competent Authority Agreement 
outlines the shared understanding of the authorities in Ireland and Malta that the BEPS Multilat-
eral Convention on Tax Treaties will, once it is in effect in both jurisdictions, make clear that it 
is not the purpose of the bilateral Ireland-Malta Tax Treaty to enable an aggressive tax planning 
structure referred to as the ‘Single Malt’. This Agreement will ensure that the Treaty does not 
enable that structure.   

Currently, where payments are made by an Irish-resident company to an Irish-incorporated 
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company which is managed and controlled in Malta, and such payments are not received in 
Malta, double non-taxation could arise: The payments will be tax-deductible in Ireland but will 
not be subject to tax in Malta as they are not received in Malta.

The purpose of the Competent Authority Agreement is to ensure that such double non- 
taxation will no longer occur. The relevant payments made by an Irish-resident company to an 
Irish-incorporated company which is managed and controlled in Malta will be subject to Irish 
corporation tax once the Competent Authority Agreement comes into effect and, on that basis, 
there will be no cost to the exchequer.   

06/12/2018WRD00200Mortgage Lending

06/12/2018WRD0030087. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the exemptions on the loan 
to income and loan to value mortgage rules are based on approvals or drawdowns; if there are 
restrictions on exemptions based on the overall loan book; his views on the alleged practice of 
banks providing incentives to customers in order for them to delay drawdown of their mortgage 
until 2019; the views of the Central Bank on same; if there are tools that the Central Bank can 
use to curb such behaviour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51477/18]

06/12/2018WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland’s macro-
prudential mortgage lending measures, which were first introduced in February 2015, are aimed 
at enhancing the resilience of both borrowers and the banking sector. The mortgage measures 
limit the amount of finance that an individual or a couple can borrow to buy residential property. 
These limits are based on the income of the borrower (loan-to-income limit), and the value of 
the property (loan-to-value limit).

The Central Bank recently published its 2018 Review of Mortgage Market Measures. The 
analysis carried out by the Bank as part of this review confirms that the mortgage measures are 
achieving the Central Bank’s objectives and are contributing to overall financial stability.

The Central Bank advises that the rules, and exemptions, are based on mortgage loan draw-
downs and not approvals.  The date of drawdown determines which “relevant period” (currently 
defined as a calendar year) that the housing loan is included in for the purposes of calculating 
lenders’ compliance levels.  Exemptions are calculated as a function of the overall level of 
qualifying lending during the relevant period, and no restrictions apply based on an overall loan 
book.

Subject to the macroprudential mortgage measures, each lender is responsible for managing 
its compliance with the limits of the mortgage rules.  Specifically, how a lender assigns excep-
tions to individual borrowers is a matter for the individual lender, and based on an evaluation of 
each specific borrower and the lender’s own credit policies.  Lenders will also have their own 
credit policies and the mortgage lending rules are not a substitute for lenders’ responsibilities to 
assess affordability and lend prudently.

In relation to any incentive offered to consumers, the Central Bank requires lenders to pro-
vide inter alia, all relevant information to consumers including the advantages and disadvantag-
es of availing of the incentive, in order to enable the consumer to consider the incentive offered 
in the context of their own individual circumstances.

In addition, all regulated lenders are required to ensure that in all of their dealings with 
customers they act honestly, fairly and professionally in the best interests of customers and the 
integrity of the market.   
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06/12/2018WRD00500Brexit Issues

06/12/2018WRD0060088. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there are risks to Ireland 
both macro-prudentially andr otherwise from international banks moving significant portions 
of assets to Ireland in anticipation of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51478/18]

06/12/2018WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
when a licence application is received, it is reviewed from a number of different perspectives. 
These include  micro- and macro-prudential based assessments as well as reviews under the 
conduct of business and consumer protection codes. In assessing the macro-prudential risks of 
a banking licence application, the Central Bank examines the potential systemic risk of the ap-
plicant on the domestic financial system.  

This assessment includes a review of the bank’s business model which includes an assess-
ment of the size of the firm, the likely interconnectedness with other financial institutions and 
the level of interaction with the private non-financial sectors. Consideration is also given to the 
potential reputation risks to the Irish financial system by the such applicants.  

As a member of the Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM), decisions relating to the grant-
ing of licences to significant institutions are made in conjunction with the European Central 
Bank (ECB).  When the assessment of the formal application has been completed, the Central 
Bank will determine whether to recommend to the ECB that authorisation be granted. 

A decision will then be made by the ECB on whether to grant a banking licence. A banking 
licence will only be granted where the ECB and the Central Bank are satisfied that the applicant 
complies with all of the authorisation requirements.

In addition to licence applications, the Central Bank reviews the potential systemic risk 
from financial institutions on an annual basis. The objective of the Other Systemically Impor-
tant Institutions (O-SII) buffer is to reduce the potential impact of a systemically important 
financial institution’s failure on the domestic economy. 

The Central Bank, together with the ECB, is responsible for identifying O-SIIs for Ireland 
and setting buffer rates. The 2018 assessment was published in November. Six institutions have 
been identified as systemically important in Ireland and buffer rates have been applied to these 
institutions. The rates, ranging from 0% -1.5% per cent of risk-weighted assets are to be intro-
duced on phased basis over the period July 2019 to July 2021.           

Since the UK voted to leave the EU on 23 June 2016, there has been a notable uplift in 
the number of firms seeking authorisation from the Central Bank. I am informed that this has 
included a number of firms operating business models in the capital markets and investment 
banking space that are new to Ireland. 

As these new firms are authorised, the Central Bank will be responsible for the supervision 
of new risks, including market conduct risk and wholesale credit risk. Though the impact on 
the Irish domestic economy may be limited, the impact that these firms will have on a pan-
European scale may be much greater. 

In preparation for the ongoing supervision of these firms, the Central Bank has recently es-
tablished a new division, the Investment Banks and Broker Dealers Division. A number of these 
new firms will fall within the SSM supervision model and over the coming months these firms 
can expect a high level of intrusive engagement both from the Central Bank and SSM. 
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The Central Bank will seek to ensure that these firms stand up their operations as agreed 
with the Central Bank, put in place strong and robust risk management processes and demon-
strate their independence from any group or parent company in another jurisdiction.

06/12/2018WRD00800Brexit Issues

06/12/2018WRD0090089. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if there are tax implications 
in international banks moving significant portions of assets here in anticipation of Brexit; if so, 
the anticipated cost and-or benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51479/18]

06/12/2018WRD01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In order to estimate any potential im-
plications of such transfers a wide range of information would be required, including estimates 
of the type and value of assets that may transfer, future trading activities in the State, employ-
ment to be created, etc. I am advised by Revenue that, in the absence of such information, it is 
not possible to assess the cost or benefit to the Exchequer tax yield of such transfers.

06/12/2018WRD01100Brexit Issues

06/12/2018WRD0120090. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the moving of assets here 
by international banks in anticipation of Brexit will have a substantial impact on Ireland’s gross 
domestic product, gross national product and GNI star figures; if he will quantify these impacts; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51480/18]

06/12/2018WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister of Finance, I cannot com-
ment on the potential corporate decisions or operations of any individual financial institution, 
or their financial position. However, in terms of the overall economy, the movement of assets to 
Ireland by international banks in anticipation of Brexit, would be expected to have some impact 
on Ireland’s economic output as measured by gross domestic product (GDP), if also matched 
by substantive operations. The impact on gross national product (GNP) and modified gross na-
tional income (GNI*) however would depend on the overall corporate structure of the firms, in 
particular where the parent is located.

As the movement of assets to Ireland by financial institutions would largely involve finan-
cial assets, that movement would not be expected to impact on our national accounts to the 
same extent as the relocation of capital assets that we have seen in recent years, particularly in 
respect of intangibles. Indeed it is worth noting that any movement of financial assets to Ireland 
would be expected to be largely offset by corresponding financial liabilities that fund the assets.

06/12/2018WRD01400Motor Insurance Costs

06/12/2018WRD0150091. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the action he has taken to help 
reduce motor insurance costs specifically for returning emigrants, drivers of older cars and driv-
ers who are switching from named driver status to fully comprehensive in their own right; and 
the monitoring measures in place to identify pricing trends in these specific sectors of the motor 
insurance market. [51487/18]

06/12/2018WRD01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note that 
as Minister for Finance, I am responsible for the development of the legal framework governing 
financial regulation.  Neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or 
pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined 
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by insurance companies based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This 
position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member 
States from adopting rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the 
pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products.  Consequently, I am not in a position to 
direct insurance companies as to the pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply 
in respect of particular categories of drivers or vehicles.  

Notwithstanding this, the issues that the Deputy mentions in her question are either being 
addressed as part of the Cost of Insurance Working Group’s ongoing implementation of its rec-
ommendations or have been examined as part of my Department’s ongoing work.  In relation to 
returning emigrants, the Deputy may be aware that in fulfilment of one of the Working Group’s 
recommendations, a protocol was agreed between Insurance Ireland and the Department of 
Finance under which insurance companies committed to accepting the driving experience re-
turning emigrants gained while abroad, when the driver has had previous driving experience in 
Ireland.  Insurance Ireland submitted a report to the Department in December 2017.  This report 
confirmed that Insurance Ireland members have agreed to publish the wording of the agreed 
protocol on their company websites and any other forms of social media, in addition to provid-
ing training for staff who can work through issues with emigrants before they leave, whilst they 
are out of the country and when they return to Ireland.  

Regarding drivers of older cars, I am aware of a number of complaints made through rep-
resentations to my Department on this matter.  As a result  my  officials have engaged with 
Insurance Ireland in order to get a greater sense of the issue.  In these discussions, Insurance 
Ireland indicated that they had not discerned a particular trend from enquiries received through 
its helpline in relation to this topic.  

Consequently, as a follow up exercise, Minister of State D’Arcy held a series of meetings  
with the Chief Executives of the major insurers.  At those meetings, insurers pointed out that 
in making their individual decisions on whether to offer cover and what terms to apply, they 
will, aside from the  age of the car, use a combination of other rating factors, which include the 
age of the driver and type of the vehicle, the relevant claims record and driving experience, the 
number of drivers, how the car is used, etc.  In addition to the above factors, they indicated that  
they will price in accordance with their own overall past claims experience. 

I understand from the above engagement that it would appear that there has been some 
movement in respect of the acceptance criteria and the vehicle age threshold levels used by 
some providers in recent times, particularly at broker level.  However this is an issue which my 
officials will continue to monitor. 

Finally, in relation to drivers that are switching from named driver status to fully compre-
hensive in their own right, Departmental officials have previously discussed this matter with 
Insurance Ireland and it confirmed that while some insurers do not recognise claims-free driv-
ing experience as a named driver, a number of providers do.  

In summary, therefore, this issue and the other issues above, demonstrates the need for 
people to “shop around”.  As I have previously stated in replies to questions from Deputies, 
I would recommend drivers who are quoted increased premiums to consult the Competition 
and Consumer Protection Commission website, which has an informative section regarding 
the purchase of car insurance generally.  One of the key tips listed to help cut costs is to “shop 
around” and “always get quotes from several insurance providers when you need to get or re-
new insurance”. 
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06/12/2018WRD01700Motor Insurance Costs

06/12/2018WRD0180092. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the action that has been taken 
to date in respect of each of the recommendations made by the cost of insurance working group 
report on the cost of motor insurance. [51488/18]

06/12/2018WRD01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the Cost of 
Insurance Working Group is in the process of implementing both its Report on the Cost of Mo-
tor Insurance and its Report on the Cost of Employer Liability and Public Liability Insurance. 

The Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance was published in January 2017, containing 
33 recommendations with 71 associated actions.  While the Report on the Cost of Employer 
liability and Public liability Insurance was published in January 2018, containing 15 recom-
mendations with 29 associated actions.  Both reports contain Action Plans which set out agreed 
timelines for implementation as well as a commitment that the Working Group will prepare 
quarterly updates on its progress.  

The seventh such update was published earlier this month and can be accessed on the Depart-
ment of Finance’s website under the ‘Cost of Insurance Working Group’ section.  The Deputy 
may wish to note that this provides an update on the implementation of each recommendation 
as well as a traffic light indicator on the status of each individual action point, including those 
with deadlines into the future (19 relating to the Motor Report and 11 relating to the EL/PL 
Report).  The Update shows that of the 78 separate applicable deadlines within the Action Plans 
of the two Reports to the end of Q3 2018, 62 relate to actions which have now been completed, 
while substantial work has also been undertaken in respect of the nine action points categorised 
as “ongoing”.  I believe this quarterly report outlines the significant amount of work being done 
to address the cost of insurance problem.  In this regard, there has been significant progress on 
a number of legislative fronts as well as the publication of the second Personal Injury Commis-
sion report on benchmarking of awards.  

While I acknowledge that some deadlines have yet to be met, the general direction of travel 
is positive and this is reflected in the most recent CSO figures (for October 2018) which indi-
cates that private motor insurance premiums have decreased by 22.9% since peaking in July 
2016.  In this regard, I can assure the Deputy that the implementation of the recommendations 
remains a priority for the Government and I remain confident that the continued implementa-
tion of them cumulatively, with the appropriate levels of commitment and cooperation from all 
relevant stakeholders, should achieve the objectives of delivering fairer premiums for consum-
ers and a more stable and competitive insurance market.

06/12/2018WRD02000Flood Prevention Measures

06/12/2018WRD0210093. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the position 
regarding a flood prevention scheme (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51255/18]

06/12/2018WRD02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The protec-
tion of Shannon Airport from flooding is the responsibility of the airport owners, the Shannon 
Airport Authority(SAA).   

The airport is protected by a range of embankments on its Eastern and Western sides which 
are owned by the Airport Authority which is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of 
those embankments. 
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There are other embankments adjacent to the airport which protect Shannon town and these 
are the responsibility of the Office of Public Works. 

The Shannon river basin Flood Risk Management Plan recognises the potential risk of dam-
age to Shannon airport infrastructure in an extreme flood event and indicates that Shannon 
Airport Authority may wish to consider implementing measures to protect against such risk. 

Both the embankments that protect the airport and those that protect the town were not 
constructed to current engineering standards and do not offer the level of protection required 
to protect against the 1 in 200 year tidal flood event, which is the accepted standard for coastal 
defences. 

In this context it was agreed by the Shannon Airport Authority and the OPW, working in 
conjunction with Clare County Council, to commission engineering consultants to procure and 
manage contractors to undertake a joint topographical survey and geotechnical investigation 
of both the airport and town embankments with a view to determining the shortcomings in the 
structural integrity and consequent defensive capacity of the embankments. 

The technical survey confirmed that the embankments were not of the required standard to 
protect the airport or the town against the 1 in 200 year event. The commission also included 
for the engineering consultants to examine the options for addressing the structural weaknesses 
in the embankments and to recommend the best solution. This study has been completed and 
has identified a preferred option which involves, as the primary measure, the raising, widening 
and armouring of the front and back faces and crest of the airport embankments and the raising, 
widening and armouring of the crest and back face of the town embankments. 

It has been further agreed between Shannon Airport Authority and the OPW, in conjunction 
with Clare County Council, that the required works to both the airport and town embankments 
will be brought forward as a single project to be co-funded by both SAA and the OPW relative 
to their respective responsibilities. It is agreed also that the proposed measures to address the 
risk of fluvial flooding to Shannon town as set out in the Shannon river basin Flood Risk Man-
agement Plan will be incorporated into this joint project also. Clare County Council has agreed 
to act as the lead authority for the project.   

A project steering group has been established with representatives of Shannon Airport Au-
thority, the OPW and Clare County Council.  The group’s initial task will be to agree a brief 
for the procurement of engineering and environmental consultants to progress the design of the 
works and to examine all the required environmental considerations. 

06/12/2018WRD02300Public Sector Pay

06/12/2018WRD0240094. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the changes 
made as a result of sick leave to the manner in which public servants avail of incremental pay 
increases since 2010; and the changes to rules governing sick leave and their impact on sched-
uled incremental pay increases in recent years. [51256/18]

06/12/2018WRD0250095. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the changes 
as a result of FEMPI or the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 in the impact that sick 
leave may have on projected incremental pay levels of public servants. [51257/18]

06/12/2018WRD02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 94 and 95 together.
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The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 came into operation on 1 January 2018 and 
gives effect to the provisions of the Public Service Stability Agreement 2018-2020. The Act 
provides for increases to the salaries of public servants on specified dates over the period of the 
Agreement. The relevant pay increases are applied to each increment point of a pay scale, as 
appropriate. 

The provisions of the 2017 Act do not affect incremental progression, in the context of the 
provision of the Public Service Sick Leave Scheme. 

In relation to the payment of increments, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
does not have responsibility for the arrangements in place across the Public Service and these 
are the responsibility of individual public service employers as appropriate.

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform has responsibility for the arrangements 
relating to the payment of increments in the civil service. 

These arrangements are set out in Circular 9/1987:- Increments.  Paragraph 4 of Circular 
9/1987 states that ‘An increment is an increase in pay for which provision is made in a pay 
scale.  As a general rule increments are granted provided an officer’s service is satisfactory’. 
Paragraph 8 goes on to state that ‘Individual Departments bear the primary responsibility for 
ensuring that increments are granted only to officers whose attendance, performance and com-
mitment throughout the year have been completely satisfactory’. There has been no change in 
this circular following the introduction of the Public Service Sick Leave Scheme in 2014.  

While the Increments circular itself has not changed, my Department has developed guid-
ance aimed at supporting civil service employers in assessing the impact of sick absence on in-
crements and other employment benefits. This guidance highlights the importance of proactive-
ly managing high levels or patterns of absence and reiterates the provisions of the Increments 
circular i.e. that an individual’s attendance can be taken into account in awarding an increment. 
The guidance is intended to assist employers in decision making and does not prescribe that an 
individual will automatically be ineligible for employment benefits and/or career opportunities, 
such as increments, because they have reached a particular level of absence.

06/12/2018WRD02800Departmental Staff Data

06/12/2018WRD0290096. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of staff in his Department who have a degree or higher degree level qualifications in 
economics; the proportion of staff who are so qualified in respect of the total staff of his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51260/18]

06/12/2018WRD03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The informa-
tion requested by the Deputy is as follows: 

A total of 60 staff in my Department have a degree and/or a post-graduate qualification in 
Economics, accounting for 14 % of the total staffing cohort. While many staff are economists 
by profession and support in particular the work of the Irish Government Economic and Evalu-
ation Service (IGESS) established in 2012, many other staff within the Department have a wide 
variety of professional  backgrounds with a strong quantitative analysis component such as sta-
tistics, data analysis, social science, business and financial management, research methodology, 
evaluation and policy analysis. All of these skills, and others, drive and support competence, 
capability and capacity in the wide and complex work of my Department. 
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06/12/2018WRD03100Trade Union Membership

06/12/2018WRD0320097. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
policy and the policy in the Civil Service in general relating to facilitating workers who wish 
to join a trade union of their choice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51275/18]

06/12/2018WRD03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Civil 
Service Conciliation & Arbitration Scheme (C&A Scheme) is the formal structure for the con-
duct of industrial relations in the civil service. Under the provisions of the C&A Scheme the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform may consider applications from any union or as-
sociation seeking recognitionunder the Scheme provided that they are holders of a negotiation 
licence under the Trade Union Act, 1941. Such recognised unions or associations are organised 
on the basis of grade or category of employees within the civil service in order to facilitate their 
representative roles. It is accordingly within this context that civil servants are facilitated with 
union or association membership.

06/12/2018WRD03400Office of Government Procurement

06/12/2018WRD0350098. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 189 of 16 October 2018, his plans for further action in view of me-
dia reports (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51280/18]

06/12/2018WRD03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Further to the 
reference regarding matters relating to Deutsche Bank, for the avoidance of doubt, there is no 
contractual relationship between the Office of Government Procurement and Deutsche Bank. 
Therefore we do not propose to comment in respect of the referenced media reports.

With regard to ongoing investigations into matters relating to money laundering at one of 
Danske Bank’s operations, and further to my response to your Parliamentary Question of 16 
October 2018, remaining cognizant of the responsibility to conduct business in line with ap-
plicable laws, rules and regulations, officials from the Office of Government Procurement have 
engaged and corresponded with the bank and continue to engage on this matter and to monitor 
closely developments in this regard.   

In the event that circumstances arise that would warrant the exclusion of any tenderer from 
a Framework Agreement, contract terms and conditions provide for such steps to be taken as 
may be necessary.

06/12/2018WRD03700Public Sector Pay

06/12/2018WRD0380099. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
guidance issued to Departments regarding whether sick leave has an impact on the progression 
of pay increments for public sector workers; if this guidance has changed in the past five years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51314/18]

06/12/2018WRD03900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform has responsibility for the arrangements relating to the pay-
ment of increments in the civil service.

These arrangements are set out in Circular 9/1987:- Increments.  Paragraph 4 of Circular 
9/1987 states that ‘An increment is an increase in pay for which provision is made in a pay 
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scale.  As a general rule increments are granted provided an officer’s service is satisfactory’. 
Paragraph 8 goes on to state that ‘Individual Departments bear the primary responsibility for 
ensuring that increments are granted only to officers whose attendance, performance and com-
mitment throughout the year have been completely satisfactory’. There has been no change in 
this circular following the introduction of the Public Service Sick Leave Scheme in 2014.  

While the Increments circular itself has not changed, my Department has developed guid-
ance aimed at supporting civil service employers in assessing the impact of sick absence on in-
crements and other employment benefits. This guidance highlights the importance of proactive-
ly managing high levels or patterns of absence and reiterates the provisions of the Increments 
circular i.e. that an individual’s attendance can be taken into account in awarding an increment. 
The guidance is intended to assist employers in decision making and does not prescribe that an 
individual will automatically be ineligible for employment benefits and/or career opportunities, 
such as increments, because they have reached a particular level of absence. 

06/12/2018WRD04000Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRD04100100. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51378/18]

06/12/2018WRD04200101. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each 
Act was signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51394/18]

06/12/2018WRD04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 100 and 101 together.

The information requested by the Deputy on the Acts passed since 2011 and the dates of 
enactment is set out in the following table.

Name of Act Date of Enactment
Appropriation Act 2017           18 December 2017
Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 16 December 2017
National Shared Services Office Act 2017 26 July 2017
Ministers and Secretaries Act 2017 19 July 2017
Statute Law Revision Act 2016 26 December 2016
Appropriation Act 2016 20 December 2016
Appropriation Act 2015 16 December 2015
Financial Emergency Measures in Public Interest Act 2015 27 November 2015
Houses of the Oireachtas Commission (Amendment) Act 
2015

24 December 2015

Houses of the Oireachtas (Appointments of Certain Officers) 
Act 2015

15 October 2015

Statute Law Revision Act 2015 18 July 2015
Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015 23 April 2015
Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 11 March 2015
Appropriation Act 2014 19 December 2014
Freedom of Information Act 2014 14 October 2014
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Name of Act Date of Enactment
Protected Disclosures Act 2014 8 July 2014
Oireachtas (Ministerial and Parliamentary Officer)(Amend-
ment) Act 2014

12 April 2014

Public Service Management (Recruitment and Appoint-
ments) (Amendment) Act 2013

24 December 2013

Appropriation Act 2013 20 December 2013
Construction Contracts Act 2013 29 July 2013
Houses of the Oireachtas (Inquiries, Privileges and Proce-
dures) Act 2013

24 July 2103

Ministers and Secretaries Act 2013 23 July 2013
Financial Emergency Measures in Public Interest Act 2013 5 June 2013
National Lottery Act 2013 14 May 2013
Houses of the Oireachtas (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2012 26 December 2012
Appropriation Act 2012 21 December 2012
Ombudsman (Amendment) Act 2012 31 October 2012
Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and other provi-
sions) Act 2012

28 July 2012

Statute Law Revision Act 2012 2 July 2012
Financial Emergency Measures in Public Interest Act 2011 19 December 2011
Appropriation Act 2011 19 December 2011
Ministers and Secretaries Act 2011 4 July 2011

      The position in terms of post enactment reports varies according to the nature of the legis-
lation in question.  For example:

- The Appropriation Act is an annual Act required to provide authorisation in law for all the 
expenditure that has been undertaken in a given year on the basis of the Estimates and to pro-
vide legal basis for spending to continue in the year following; 

- The FEMPI legislation makes provision for the Minister to submit annual reports by the 
end of June each year on the findings of a review of the operation, effectiveness and impact of 
the legislation and reports have been submitted to the Oireachtas from 2010 to 2018; 

- The Statute Law Revision Acts 2012-2016 were commenced in full on enactment and their 
sole purpose was to repeal archaic pre-independence legislation.  As such, there is nothing to 
review, as the Acts do not “operate” in a meaningful sense.  Their entire purpose of repealing 
other legislation was fulfilled on the day of enactment;

- The Houses of the Oireachtas (Inquiries, Privileges and Procedures) Act 2013 was com-
menced in full on 25th September 2013.  The Oireachtas has reviewed the Act by way of Vol-
ume II of the Report of the Banking Inquiry;

- The Protected Disclosures Act 2014 was commenced in full on 15 July 2014 and, as man-
dated by Section 2, the first statutory review of the Act’s operation has been published and can 
be accessed at the following link: https://www.per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Statutory-Review-
of-the-Protected-Disclosures-Act-2014.pdf; and

- The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 provided that the Minister would commence a re-
view of the operation of the Act 12 months after enactment, and make a report to each House 
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of the Oireachtas. The first review of the Act was submitted to the Oireachtas and published in 
April 2017, further details are available at the following link: http://www.per.gov.ie/en/regula-
tion-of-lobbying

06/12/2018WRD04500Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRD04600102. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
grant and funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; the basis 
or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme.; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51410/18]

06/12/2018WRD04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy 
will be aware that the annual Revised Estimates sets out the funding that my Department grants 
to public bodies and organisations.

The Department, in the main, does not operate funding schemes of a more general nature.  
However, there is one small exception.  The Open Data Engagement Fund 2018 / 2019 made 
awards totalling €16,365 distributed over 6 projects.  The Open Data Governance Board con-
siders applications to support projects that would improve the availability and usage of data 
on the national open data portal data.gov.ie.  The main criteria, apart from the proposing an 
Open Data project, is that applicants must be an organisation or individual in Ireland.  This can 
include inter alia a public body, business, research body, university, school, college or civil so-
ciety group.  The other main criteria for the Board’s consideration is the level of the applicant’s 
own investment in time and funds is taken into account.

06/12/2018WRD04800School Accommodation

06/12/2018WRD04900103. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
an application by a school (details supplied) for additional classrooms; if the school manage-
ment will be advised of planned developments in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51228/18]

06/12/2018WRD05000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that my Department is currently considering the school’s application for additional accom-
modation. A decision on the application will be conveyed to the school authority as soon as 
possible.

06/12/2018WRD05100Proposed Legislation

06/12/2018WRD05200104. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps 
he is taking to legislate for the use of plain language in Government publications and across 
Departments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51230/18]

06/12/2018WRD05300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): There are currently no plans 
to introduce plain language legislation.

However, plain English guidelines have been produced by the National Adult Literacy 
Agency (NALA), who receive substantial funding from my Department, via SOLAS. NALA 
work with a range of bodies both in the public and private sectors to ensure that there is a focus 
on the use of plain English in their publications, web and broadcast material.  The plain English 
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guidelines aim to ensure that information is presented in a way that helps someone understand 
it the first time they read or hear it. 

06/12/2018WRD05400Literacy Levels

06/12/2018WRD05500105. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the num-
ber of adults by age who have literacy issues in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of 
adults who have numeracy issues by age; the measures he is taking to address the needs of these 
persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51231/18]

06/12/2018WRD05600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The OECD’s Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) 
survey measures adults’ proficiency in key information-processing skills - literacy, numeracy 
and problem solving in technology-rich environments - and gathers information and data on 
how adults use their skills at home, at work and in the wider community.  The survey is con-
ducted once every ten years (the last survey was published in 2013) and therefore records for 
the individual years requested are not available. 

Ireland was one of 25 countries that participated in the first round of the OECD’s PIAAC 
survey in 2011-12, which was primarily undertaken to provide data on key adult skills, namely 
literacy, numeracy and problem solving in technology-rich environments. Ireland had the third 
highest response rate of participating countries at 72%, with almost 6,000 adults between the 
ages of 16 and 65 responding to the survey. 

The survey found that on the literacy scale, Irish adults achieved an adjusted mean score of 
266, slightly above the survey average score of 265, placing Ireland 19 out of the 34 countries 
that participated to date. 

At the lower levels of proficiency, 17.9% of Irish adults scored at or below level 1 for lit-
eracy proficiency compared to the survey average of 20.3% of adults across the 34 participating 
countries. This was an improvement when compared to the 1997 International Adult Literacy 
Survey (IALS), in which 22% of Irish adults were assessed as being at Level 1 or below. 

Ireland will also participate in the next PIAAC survey, which will be published in 2023.

Adult literacy provision is delivered through a number of dedicated programmes delivered 
by the overall Education and Training Board (ETB) adult literacy service.  Last year, over 
€33million was provided to support adult literacy and numeracy provision for over 60,000 
beneficiaries, with a further 16,000 availing of www.writeon.ie, an interactive web site to help 
people improve their reading, writing and numbers skills online.

A number of key policy initiatives/strategies are being implemented which are expected to 
improve Ireland’s outcomes in the key areas.  These include the implementation of the recom-
mendations of the adult literacy review published in 2013 via the Further Education and Train-
ing (FET) Strategy 2014 -2019 and the FET Literacy and Numeracy Strategy.  These included 
the recommendation that participants on adult literacy programmes are offered more intensive 
provision, with a minimum of six hours a week.  Since the publication of the FET Strategy, a 
number of other strategies have been published which include recommendations relevant to 
promoting literacy and numeracy through the use of technology enhanced learning and building 
the competence of learning practitioners and associates in the FET sector to deliver stand alone 
and integrated literacy and numeracy provision. The FET Literacy and Numeracy Strategy sets 
out 12 inter- related elements which aim to promote, develop and encourage literacy and nu-
meracy skills in the adult population. 
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Progress to date includes the development and launch of the national awareness campaign, 
‘Take the First Step’, development of national guidelines for the initial and on-going screening 
and assessment of participants, and the publication of a number of research projects including 
the examination of integrating literacy and numeracy in FET programmes and an examination 
of barriers to participation in FET programmes. 

06/12/2018WRD05700Literacy Levels

06/12/2018WRD05800106. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of children by age who have literacy issues in 2016, 2017 and to date in 2018; the number of 
children who have numeracy issues by age; the measures he is taking to address the needs of 
these children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51232/18]

06/12/2018WRD05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In July 2011 the National 
Literacy and Numeracy Strategy - Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and Life 2011-2020 - 
was published. It set out to raise standards in literacy and numeracy in early years and school 
settings. It recognised the importance of these key skills for all aspects of day-to-day life and 
learning.  Circulars 56/2011 for the primary sector and 25/2012 for the post-primary sector pro-
vided information on steps to be taken by schools under the Strategy, including the allocation 
of additional teaching time to both literacy and numeracy.

An interim review was published in 2017.  The review shows that standards in literacy and 
numeracy have risen with Ireland’s students ranked highly in international surveys, particularly 
in literacy.  To build on these achievements the review sets out updated and ambitious targets 
for literacy and numeracy in schools so as to further improve the standards for the all learners 
with specific focus on our lowest and highest achieving students.  Specific targets for disadvan-
taged schools have also been included. Publication of the DEIS Plan 2017 is a significant step 
and its implementation will be the vehicle for driving progress in terms of improving educa-
tional outcomes including literacy for pupils at greatest risk of not achieving their full potential. 
Achievement of targets under the Literacy and Numeracy review will be measured through the 
National Assessments of English Reading and Mathematics (NAERM) and Programme for 
International Student Assessment (PISA).

The Action Plan for Education 2018 sets out focussed actions in order to close the gap in 
literacy and numeracy among our learners, this focus will continue.

The Department of Education and Skills does not hold data on individual children in terms 
of literacy or numeracy issues. These issues are assessed and managed at a school level.  

Standardised Testing results from primary schools, come to the Department in an amalgam-
ated form. The purpose of these tests is to inform the development of school profiles, to allocate 
special education teachers to schools and to inform national education policy. 

Measures and supports, such as those listed below, are available for schools to assist them 
in addressing the needs of a particular student. It is up to schools to adopt these supports as they 
see fit.

- The Department has set out the Continuum of Support framework to assist schools in 
identifying and responding to pupils’ needs. This framework helps to ensure that interventions 
are incremental, moving from class-based interventions to more intensive and individualised 
support, and that they are informed by careful monitoring of progress. 

- Many children require additional teaching support in schools. In such circumstances, the 
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classroom teacher is supported by Special Educational Needs Teachers, who will have access 
to additional training in the area of special education, and who will work closely with the class 
teacher to provide additional teaching support for children with special educational needs.

- The classroom teacher, in consultation with the Special Educational Needs Teacher as 
required, will consider ways in which the curriculum can be differentiated or adapted to suit 
the needs of individual pupils. This may also involve identifying the most appropriate teaching 
strategies and programmes to meet the child’s needs, and deciding which additional teaching 
supports are required. Parents should normally be consulted as part of this process.

- The Department has produced Guidelines for Primary Schools: Supporting Pupils with 
Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools in consultation with the National Education-
al Psychological Services, the Inspectorate and Special Education Section. This gives guidance 
to schools in how to use  additional resources to support children with learning difficulties and 
special educational needs either within the classroom or in a smaller learning support context

06/12/2018WRD06000School Accommodation

06/12/2018WRD06100107. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an application 
by a school (details supplied) in County Donegal for additional school accommodation for the 
construction of a classroom, general purpose hall and disability toilets was received; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51239/18]

06/12/2018WRD06200117. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if an applica-
tion by a school (details supplied) in County Donegal for additional school accommodation, 
the construction of a classroom, general purpose hall and disability toilets was received; if his 
attention has been drawn to the need for this project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51438/18]

06/12/2018WRD06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 107 and 117 together.

I can confirm to the Deputy that the school in question has submitted an application for ad-
ditional school accommodation recently.

My Department will consider the application and a decision will be conveyed to the school 
authorities subsequently.

06/12/2018WRD06400Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

06/12/2018WRD06500108. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has con-
sidered introducing a sliding distance scale in cases in which a person is under the distance for 
the non-adjacent SUSI grant and the family (details supplied) is in receipt of family income 
supplement by which the payment rate could be increased in accordance with the distance from 
the college; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51240/18]

06/12/2018WRD06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The student maintenance grant 
is a contribution towards the living costs of a student. The student grant scheme does however, 
provide for different levels of maintenance support, depending on means.  Grants are also pro-
vided at adjacent and non-adjacent rates.  The higher non-adjacent rates are intended to provide 
additional support to those students who may be living away from home.
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Under the terms of the student grant scheme, Family Income Supplement (aka Working 
Family Payment) is treated as an income disregard and is therefore not included in the calcula-
tion of reckonable income. It is also a qualifying payment for the special rate of grant.

Budget 2011 provided for a number of student grant measures which came into effect for 
the 2011/12 academic year, including the change in the assessment of the qualifying distance 
criterion for the non-adjacent rate of grant from 24 kilometres to 45 kilometres. 

The 24km distance criterion was originally set in 1968 and had not been updated in more 
than 40 years. Since then, significant improvements have taken place in the road and rail net-
work and it is considered that the revised distance criteria is more consistent with the type of 
distances that students may legitimately be expected to commute to college.

The current qualifying distance of 45km for the higher non-adjacent rate of student grant 
takes into account a reasonable radius within which students may commute on a daily basis. 

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and com-
passionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to 
their financial circumstances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer 
in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary 
basis.

06/12/2018WRD06700Education and Training Boards Payments

06/12/2018WRD06800109. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the rules regard-
ing the ability of ETBs to reduce FET allowance payments for those on qualifying courses; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [51307/18]

06/12/2018WRD06900110. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason the 
complete former rate of jobseeker’s payment including increases for qualified dependents is 
reduced and not solely the previous personal jobseeker’s rate in circumstances in which a deci-
sion is taken to reduce the FET allowance payment to a person for lateness, missing training and 
so on; his views on whether this discrepancy causes unnecessary hardship; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51308/18]

06/12/2018WRD07000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 109 and 110 together.

Once an individual has received notification that they have been accepted on a training 
course they are required to attend their local Department of Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection (DEASP) Office to sign off in relation to their DEASP claim to ensure that there is 
no double payment. 

On commencement of the training programme the learners will receive a training allowance 
(which is not a DEASP payment) through the Education Training Board that is providing the 
course. This allowance is calculated from the amounts indicated on a F103 (Participant Allow-
ance Entitlement Form) provided by DEASP.

This F103 form, completed by the DEASP office, establishes the individual’s entitlement to 
a training allowance. Where the F103 form indicates a personal entitlement the individual will 
receive a training allowance of €198.  This form indicates any additional allowances that are 
due to paid and can vary in accordance with the personal circumstance, eg. qualified children 
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and/or qualified adults.  The form also provides the reduction that is required should the learner 
have means assessed against their entitlements by DEASP.

The purpose of the training programme is to develop the learner’s skills and competencies 
and to prepare them for the transition to the workplace. As part of this preparation for the work-
place, standard workplace practice are applied and deductions are made to the training allow-
ance based on an individual’s punctuality and attendance. 

The manager of the training function has some limited discretion in relation to the applica-
tion of deductions to training allowance in hardship cases. 

It is important to note that learners may apply to DEASP for reimbursement of payments un-
der the Illness Benefit System where they have experienced absences from their training course 
for periods of 6 days or more due to illness.

06/12/2018WRD07200Schools Building Projects Status

06/12/2018WRD07300111. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to pro-
vide an extension or additional school places at a school (details supplied). [51309/18]

06/12/2018WRD07400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major project at the school 
referred to by the Deputy is at Stage 1 of Architectural planning which entails preliminary ex-
amination of site and location suitability and initial Sketch scheme.

A revised Stage 1 submission, including an up to date cost plan, was requested from the 
Design 

Team following an increase in the schedule of accommodation to cater for up to 1200 pu-
pils. That submission is currently being reviewed by my Department.

My Department will shortly be in contact with the school authorities to update them on the 
outcome of that review. This project is included on the Department’s six year school building 
program to commence Construction in 2019 – 21. 

06/12/2018WRE00200Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRE00300112. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number, date 
of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51371/18]

06/12/2018WRE00400113. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each Act was 
signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51387/18]

06/12/2018WRE00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 112 and 113 together.

My Department has enacted ten pieces of legislation since March 2011. The details request-
ed by the Deputy are contained in the table. Post-enactment reports for relevant legislation will 
be published in line with the requirements set out in the 2016 Dáil and Seanad standing orders, 
which provides for a report on the functioning of the Act within twelve months of its enactment.
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Title of Acts passed since March 2011 Date the Act was signed into law
 Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 18 July 2018
Technological Universities Act 2018 19 March 2018
Teaching Council (Amendment) Act 2015 27 July 2015
Education (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 05 May 2015
Further Education and Training Act 2013 10 July 2013
Education and Training Boards Act 2013 08 May 2013
Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012 25 July 2012
Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and 
Training) Act 2012

22 July 2012

Education (Amendment) Act 2012 23 May 2012
Residential Institutions Redress (Amendment) Act 
2011

25 July 2011

06/12/2018WRE00700Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRE00800114. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the grant and 
funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis or criteria 
used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51403/18]

06/12/2018WRE00900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I have asked for the the infor-
mation requested by the Deputy to be collated by my Department and I will respond directly 
when this exercise is complete.

06/12/2018WRE01000Minor Works Scheme

06/12/2018WRE01100115. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if funding will be 
approved for categories seven to ten under the minor works scheme (details supplied); when 
this funding will be set aside; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51419/18]

06/12/2018WRE01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Summer Works Scheme 
(SWS) 2016 -2017 was applied on a multi-annual basis.  The Deputy will be aware that nearly 
50% of schools applied for inclusion under the scheme which reflects a very high demand.

Almost €80 million has been approved to date under the SWS, in respect of over 640 school 
projects in categories 1 - 6. Details of the successful school applicants are published on my 
Department’s website www.education.ie. 

As the Deputy will be aware, Project Ireland 2040 included an announcement of a major 
package of investment in education for the next decade with the school building budget increas-
ing by 70%.  This investment will provide for the continued increase in demographics while 
also allowing for a greater focus on refurbishment and upgrading of existing school stock.  In 
that context my Department is processing the remaining categories of project under SWS 2016-
2017.  In that regard, I can confirm that my Department is in receipt of an application under the 
SWS for a Category 10 - external environment project from the school referenced. 

06/12/2018WRE01300Special Educational Needs Staff

06/12/2018WRE01400116. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a SNA will be 
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provided for a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51424/18]

06/12/2018WRE01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school.

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on my Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

In considering applications for SNA support for individual pupils, the NCSE take account 
of the pupils’ needs and consider the resources available to the school to identify whether ad-
ditionality is needed or whether the school might reasonably be expected to meet the needs of 
the pupils from its current level of resources. 

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource.

SNA allocations to all schools can change from year to year as children with care needs 
leave the school, as new children with care needs enrol in a school and as children develop more 
independent living skills and their care needs diminish over time.

My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA sup-
port will receive access to such support.  

By the end of this year, there will be a total of 15,000 Special Needs Assistants working in 
our schools, a 42% increase on 2011. 

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply. I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 107.

06/12/2018WRE01700Language Schools Closures

06/12/2018WRE01800118. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the protections 
available to students and staff when an English language training school faces financial diffi-
culty in view of media reports (details supplied) and in view of the significant budget that has 
been set aside to market Ireland as a destination for English language training; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51447/18]

06/12/2018WRE01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is aware of 
the difficulties facing the English language school referred to by the Deputy.  The school in 
question is a member of MEI (Marketing English in Ireland), an association of English lan-
guage schools.  One of the obligations of MEI membership is that schools have protection for 
enrolled learner policies in place.  I understand that MEI are putting in place the necessary ar-
rangements to ensure that affected students will be able to complete the course for which they 
have enrolled, or a similar course, at another MEI member school.  

The majority of English language schools in Ireland are privately run. The relationship 
between teachers and private providers of education is based on a private contract, and issues 
relating to working conditions including payment are a matter between the two parties and do 
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not come under the remit of my Department. 

There is an extensive range of legislation in Ireland which protects the employment rights of 
workers in relation to equality, employment contracts, payment of wages and related matters. It 
is the responsibility of the employer in the first instance to ensure that their employees receive 
their employment rights. Where an employee considers that their rights have been breached, the 
individual can bring a claim under the appropriate legislation to the Workplace Relations Com-
mission (WRC). In addition, the WRC is responsible for monitoring a range of employment 
rights through its Inspection Service.

My Department is also taking steps to strengthen the regulation of the English language 
sector. The Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) (Amendment) Bill 
2018 is currently before the Seanad.  This new Bill will establish the International Education 
Mark (IEM) and a Protection for Enrolled Learners (PEL) Fund. 

The IEM is a core component of the Government’s policy for the English language sector 
and will provide a full quality framework for the provision of education to international learners 
in the future.  Only those providers who meet the robust quality assurance procedures of Qual-
ity and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) will be allowed to carry the Mark. 

Once fully implemented, providers must gain authorisation from QQI to use the IEM in 
order to be eligible to recruit international students. The IEM is a tool to further enhance and 
sustain the quality of our education system. It also provides learners, or potential learners, with 
the necessary confidence that providers with the IEM have been quality assured by QQI.  

The Bill also contains provisions to provide QQI with additional statutory powers to assess 
a provider’s corporate fitness and financial sustainability. The intention is to ensure that a pro-
vider is fully equipped in the round to provide a programme of education and training.  This will 
apply to English language providers seeking to access the IEM.

Upon enactment, the Bill will also empower QQI to establish a fund for the protection of 
enrolled learners (PEL). This fund will be resourced by an annual charge from those providers 
covered by it. The fund will be used to ‘teach out’ a programme in the event that a provider 
fails to provide a programme. Should this not be possible, the fund will be used to reimburse 
students for the most recent fees that have been paid. 

06/12/2018WRE02000Schools Building Projects Status

06/12/2018WRE02100119. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a school (details 
supplied) will be housed within an existing permanent educational facility to ensure that the 
students are not forced to receive education in prefabs; his plans to ensure that the proposed 
school which has already been delayed will be completed in 2019; his further plans to ensure 
that funding will be provided for educational resources in library facilities and recreational fa-
cilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51484/18]

06/12/2018WRE02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The school building project to 
which the Deputy refers is at Tender stage and tenders are currently being reviewed.  When the 
tender analysis is complete the Letter of Acceptance appointing the contractor will then issue.  
The Letter of Acceptance is expected to issue and construction to commence in Quarter 1, 2019.  

The school building project is to provide a new 16 no. classroom school including, as stan-
dard, General Purpose Hall, Library and Resource area combined, ancillary accommodation, 
ballcourts, project gardens and play areas on a site located on the permanent site. The intention 
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is to phase construction to allow for occupation of the first phase of the building by the school 
for September 2019.

06/12/2018WRE02300International Agreements

06/12/2018WRE02400120. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans with 
regard to signing the UN migration pact; the reason for this decision; the potential impact this 
pact will have on Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51268/18]

06/12/2018WRE02500121. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to sign up 
to an international agreement (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51289/18]

06/12/2018WRE02600122. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the UN 
global compact on migration; the position of the Government on same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51320/18]

06/12/2018WRE02700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 120 to 122, inclusive, together.

The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration will be adopted at the UN 
Intergovernmental Conference which I will be attending in Marrakech, Morocco, on 10th and 
11th of  December next.  

The Compact, though non-binding and respectful of national sovereignty, provides a strong 
framework for global cooperation on migration in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.  

Ireland is supportive of the Global Compact, and efforts to ensure that migration, when it 
does occur, is safe, orderly and better managed. The Compact represents common ground for 
cooperation between countries and regions which have very different perspectives on, and ex-
periences, of migration.

Ireland co-facilitated, with Jordan, the New York Declaration in 2016 that led to the Global 
Compacts on both Migration and Refugees; we have played our part in this multilateral effort 
to address an issue of common concern.  

Finally, I expect the Global Compact to be adopted by the Conference after which the Docu-
ment will be presented to the UN General Assembly for final and formal adoption, probably 
later in December or in January 2019.

06/12/2018WRE03000Immigration Controls

06/12/2018WRE03100123. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the steps 
he is taking to address issues in relation to visas for Irish persons with a partner from a non-
European Economic Area in cases in which the partner is not eligible to work due to visa re-
quirements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51234/18]

06/12/2018WRE03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am assuming that the 
Deputy is referring to non-EEA nationals who have applied to come to  Ireland or remain here 
by virtue of being a spouse or partner of an Irish national and not by any other basis. 
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I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Depart-
ment that immediate family members of Irish citizens who apply and are granted immigration 
status by INIS through the family reunification process have the right to work without employ-
ment permits and to establish or manage/operate a business in the State. They should receive a 
“stamp 4” immigration permission. 

Further details of the relevant Domestic Residence Schemes can be found on the INIS web-
site under the heading of ‘Family, spouses & partners’ at: http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/
immigration-permissions

If the Deputy has any other category of person in mind or has a specific case in mind I would 
be happy to respond with relevant details.  

06/12/2018WRE03300Commencement of Legislation

06/12/2018WRE03400124. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when all 
sections of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 will be enacted; the timeframe for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51270/18]

06/12/2018WRE03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Children and Fam-
ily Relationships Act 2015 (Commencement of Certain Provisions Order) 2016 (S.I. No. 12 of 
2016) commenced the bulk of the Act with effect from 18 January 2016.  That Commencement 
Order brought provisions of Parts 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12 and 13 of the Act into operation.  The Chil-
dren and Family Relationships Act 2015 (Commencement) Order 2017 (S.I. No. 355 of 2017) 
commenced part of section 47(c) of the Act with effect from 31 July 2017 and the Children and 
Family Relationships Act 2015 (Commencement) (No. 2) Order 2017 (S.I. No. 474 of 2017) 
commenced provisions of the Act relating to adoption by civil partners and cohabiting couples 
with effect from 2 November 2017. 

Part 10 of the Act, which amended the Passports Act 2008, was commenced by the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade on 1 July 2015. 

Part 11 of the Act, which related to adoption, was not commenced and was repealed by sec-
tion 2(2) of the Adoption (Amendment) Act 2017, which came into operation on 19 October 
2017, as provided for by the Adoption (Amendment) Act 2017 (Commencement) Order 2017 
(S.I. No. 443 of 2017). The provisions in Part 11 have been incorporated into the Adoption 
(Amendment) Act 2017, for which the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs is responsible.  

Section 177 of the Act has not yet been commenced. Following adoption of the 34th Amend-
ment to the Constitution and its subsequent legislative changes, my Department identified a 
lacuna in the Adoptive Leave Act 1995 that prevents male same-sex married couples from 
availing of adoptive leave and benefits. To address this lacuna, my Department has prepared 
draft legislative proposals that will amend the Adoptive Leave Act that will afford the same en-
titlements to adoptive leave and benefits to all couples who are married, co-habiting or who are 
in a civil partnership, irrespective of gender.   In this context, I can confirm that the Government 
intends to amend the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 to allow an adopting couple 
to determine which parent is entitled to take adoptive leave, based on the best interests of their 
family. These amendments were approved by Government on 6th November 2018 and will be 
included alongside legislative provisions to introduce a new paid parental leave scheme, which 
was announced as part of Budget 2019.  While it is not possible to provide an exact time frame 
for the enactment of this legislation, I expect it will be progressed as quickly as is possible in 
2019. 
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Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 provide for parentage 
through donor-assisted human reproduction (DAHR).  The issue of the recognition of parentage 
for same-sex couples and their children is dealt with under Part 2 of the Act.  The Minister for 
Health has responsibility for commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the Act.  

Other provisions of the Act which relate to DAHR have not yet been commenced as they 
are linked to Parts 2 and 3.  The commencement of the provisions of the Act which are related 
to Parts 2 and 3 will be co-ordinated with the commencement of those Parts by the Minister for 
Health.

Part 9 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 provides for a number of amend-
ments to the Civil Registration Act 2004, all of which have yet to be commenced. 

Certain sections in Part 9 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 provide for 
the registration and re-registration of the birth of a donor-conceived child. The current position 
is that these sections need to be amended, to correct technical errors, and have yet to be com-
menced. These sections fall within the responsibility of the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection.  I am advised that the Minister’s intention is to correct these technical 
errors by means of Committee Stage amendments to the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil 
Registration Bill 2017.

In addition, these sections cannot be commenced until Parts 2 and 3 of the 2015 Act are 
brought into operation by the Minister for Health.  The Children and Family Relationships 
(Amendment) Act 2018 was enacted on 24 July 2018. This Act was introduced to correct typo-
graphical and technical errors in the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015, which will 
facilitate the subsequent commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the 2015 Act. There are important 
administrative and operational arrangements to be put in place to facilitate the implementation 
of Parts 2 and 3, including the establishment of the National Donor-Conceived Person Register 
and the appointment of authorised persons under the Act. It is the Minister for Health’s inten-
tion that Parts 2 and 3 of the 2015 Act will be commenced as soon as possible. 

Officials from my Department, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion, the Department of Health and the General Register Office are working together to ensure 
that the appropriate legislative, regulatory and operational mechanisms are in place to allow for 
the earliest possible commencement of all of the relevant legislation that will allow for birth 
registration of donor-conceived children.

The commencement of the other sections of Part 9 of the 2015 Act (unrelated to birth reg-
istration of donor-conceived children) is dependent on provisions of the Civil Registration 
(Amendment) Act 2014 being commenced by the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection.  These sections may be commenced separately and do not affect the bringing into 
force of the provisions on birth registration of donor-conceived children.

06/12/2018WRE03600Prisoner Transfers

06/12/2018WRE03700125. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 20 of 17 October 2018, the meaning of the reactivation of all existing ap-
plications for repatriation under the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Act 1995 in practical terms 
for UK prisoners depending on their sentence type in view of the fact that the applications are 
likely to lapse without the required legislative changes to the Act; his views on whether the 
reactivations may raise false expectations of prisoners and their families; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51271/18]
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06/12/2018WRE03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware, the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Acts 1995 to 1997 give effect to the Convention on 
the Transfer of Sentenced Persons 1983.  The Deputy will also be aware that there have been 
a number of recent Court judgements which have implications for transferring prisoners from 
other States to Ireland. These judgements raised a number of complex issues about the legisla-
tion and its administration, indicating that legislative change is required.  The practical effect 
and implications of the judgements resulted in applications for transfer from other States to 
Ireland being placed on hold pending the necessary legislative changes. My Department is at 
present finalising a draft scheme of a Bill to bring forward such changes.  This draft scheme will 
be brought to Government as soon as possible.

However the Court of Appeal decision in the case of M.McK v The Minister for Justice and 
Equality [2016] IEHC 208, clarified that the Minister should ultimately consider each applica-
tion on its own merits and give detailed reasoning for the decision reached. The judgment also 
concludes that the Minister cannot fail to implement legislation through prolonged inactivity of 
a statutory scheme such as the Transfer of Sentenced Persons Acts.   

As such, what is meant by reactivation is that each application will be considered on its own 
merits. I cannot prejudge the outcome of any such application. All relevant applicants have 
been informed of this reactivation and will be further informed of any developments in their 
respective cases as they arise. 

06/12/2018WRE03900Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

06/12/2018WRE04000126. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on whether 
the delays in processing applications from migrant workers to work here are justifiable (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51298/18]

06/12/2018WRE04100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I understand that the 
Deputy is referring to the online booking system for registration appointments.

As outlined in responses to previous parliamentary questions, the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department became aware in September of customers ex-
periencing difficulties booking registration appointments. Some of these difficulties had arisen 
because third party agents had been able to secure multiple appointments through the use of 
automatic software. Software upgrades were put in place to minimise this abuse. 

The period September to November is the busiest time for registrations with many student 
registrations in addition to the usual workload of the office. A number of measures have been 
taken to increase the capacity of the office, including the assignment of additional staff to the 
Registration Office, overtime and opening the office for registrations on most Saturdays and 
some Sundays. These measures are aimed at ensuring that as many appointments as possible 
are made available each day. INIS is continuing these measures at least into December to ensure 
demand is met.  

I am also advised that INIS is currently developing a new online appointments system which 
should be operational late next year. This new system will assist in streamlining and improving 
the current online booking process. However, it is necessary for customers who are registering 
for the first time to attend the Registration Office as first time registration requires the capture 
of biometric information.  INIS is examining options for renewals of some types of permissions 
for 2019 and is also developing a new computerised registration system which will enable fur-
ther options to streamline the registration process to be developed. This is a large ICT project 
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planned to be delivered in 2020.  The overall aim of these measures is to improve customer 
service and efficiency and so that future demands can be met.    

06/12/2018WRE04200Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

06/12/2018WRE04300127. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if delays and ongoing 
technical difficulties in receiving documentation and processing applications as experienced by 
migrant workers coming here could be eased by the use of online applications without the need 
for visits to GNIB offices especially in cases of workers already resident here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51299/18]

06/12/2018WRE04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As outlined in responses 
to previous parliamentary questions, the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) 
of my Department became aware in September of customers  experiencing difficulties booking 
registration appointments. Some of these difficulties had arisen because third party agents had 
been able to secure multiple appointments through the use of automatic software. 

A set of software fixes was introduced in mid-September to prevent this abuse of the system.  
As far as can be determined, this software update has been successful in preventing the block 
booking of appointments by third party agents. The system is being regularly monitored in this 
regard. 

The period September to November is the busiest time for registrations with many student 
registrations in addition to the usual workload of the office. A number of measures have been 
taken to increase the capacity of the office, including the assignment of additional staff to the 
Registration Office, overtime and opening the office for registrations on most Saturdays and 
some Sundays. These measures are aimed at ensuring that as many appointments as possible are 
made available each day. INIS is continuing these measures at least until December to ensure 
demand is met.

I also wish to inform the Deputy that INIS is currently developing a new online appoint-
ments system which should be operational late next year. This new system will assist in stream-
lining and improving the current online booking process. However there will still be a necessity 
for customers who are registering for the first time to attend the Registration Office as first time 
registration requires the capture of biometric information.

06/12/2018WRE04500Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

06/12/2018WRE04600128. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for extra 
resources to be deployed in the INIS and GNIB in view of delays facing migrants who need to 
apply for visas or for renewal of residency permits, and in further view of the exit of the United 
Kingdom from the EU and the added pressure this may place on the system in 2019; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51300/18]

06/12/2018WRE04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In relation to the staffing 
of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department, significant addi-
tional funding has been allocated to support increased staffing resources in that area over recent 
years.  Expenditure on staffing of INIS amounted to  €31.4m in 2016, rising to €35.7m in 2017.  
Expenditure is estimated at €39.5m for this year, while Budget 2019 includes an allocation of 
€43.7m.  This increased investment clearly demonstrates the commitment of Government to 
maintaining a safe, secure and efficient immigration system, and to tackling processing delays 



Questions - Written Answers

80

where they exist within the system.  This includes allocation of resources for processing of both 
visas and registration of immigration permissions.  The allocation of resources to the Garda 
National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) is a matter for the Garda authorities. 

INIS has also published a Service Improvement Plan for the 2018-2020 period which in-
cludes a commitment to a significant range of reforms which will improve the efficiency of the 
system while also improving the service provided to customers.

With regard to the UK exiting the EU, various contingency planning measures are underway 
in relation to immigration-related matters.  The nature and extent of any possible future changes 
to policy or practice and their resource implications  will obviously depend on the nature of any 
withdrawal agreement.  However, I want to emphasise that there is firm commitment of both 
the Irish and UK Government, together with EU Member States and the EU Commission, that 
the existing arrangements in relation to the Common Travel Area will continue in the future, 
including the free movement of persons entitled to avail of it. 

06/12/2018WRE04800Private Security Authority

06/12/2018WRE04900129. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the process for 
companies to continue to be issued licences from the Private Security Authority; the conditions 
under which licences will be refused; if taxation irregularities would be a grounds to refuse a 
licence in view of a recent incident (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51303/18]

06/12/2018WRE05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Private Security Au-
thority (PSA), established under the Private Security Services Act 2004 (as amended), is the 
statutory body with responsibility for the licensing and regulation of the security industry in the 
State. The Authority is an independent body under the aegis of my Department and I have no 
involvement in its day-to-day operations.  

I am informed by the Authority that licences for companies/contractors are issued for a 
period of two years. They can be renewed on submission of an online renewal application and 
payment of the prescribed fee. The criteria for the grant, renewal or refusal of licenses is set out 
in the Act.  Licenses may be refused or not renewed where companies/contractors:

(a) do not meet the PSA “fit and proper” guidelines to provide a security service, which are 
available on the PSA website

(b) do not comply with the requirements of the Act or regulations made under the Act

(c) do not may the required fee.

In addition, all sole traders, partners, company directors, shareholders and secretaries are 
vetted by An Garda Síochána and the results assessed against the “fit and proper” guidelines.

In order to submit a renewal application, companies/contractors must provide evidence that 
they hold a current tax clearance certificate. If the company/contractor does not hold a current 
tax clearance certificate, their application will be refused in accordance with the Private Secu-
rity Services Act, 2004 as amended, as the applicant’s tax affairs are not in compliance with the 
provisions of the Finance Act 2002, which govern the issue of tax clearance by the Revenue 
Commissioners. If there is any evidence of non-compliance with taxation these matters should 
be brought to the attention of the Revenue Commissioners. I am further informed that as part 
of the Authority’s ongoing monitoring of licenses, the tax clearance status of contractors is 
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checked during the term of the two year licences. Where a contractor is found not to be tax 
complaint, the Authority may suspend or revoke a license. 

06/12/2018WRE05100Naturalisation Applications

06/12/2018WRE05200130. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when a deci-
sion is likely in respect of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51326/18]

06/12/2018WRE05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/12/2018WRE05400Naturalisation Applications

06/12/2018WRE05500131. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the extent to 
which an application for residency, naturalisation or an update of stamp 4 has been progressed in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51327/18]

06/12/2018WRE05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the application for a cer-
tificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy, who currently has permis-
sion to reside in the State until 22 January 2019, continues to be processed and will be submit-
ted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
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will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

06/12/2018WRE05700Residency Permits

06/12/2018WRE05800132. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed to regularise residency and entitlement to seek employment in the case of a per-
son (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51328/18]

06/12/2018WRE05900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am informed by the 
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record 
of an application from the persons concerned.  It is, however, open to them to contact INIS, 
in writing, and set out their particular circumstances to the Family Dependent Unit, Domestic 
Residence and Permissions Division, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2.  Any such request will be 
given detailed consideration by INIS upon receipt of the relevant information and documentary 
evidence from the individuas concerned.  

Queries in relation to the  status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by email using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/12/2018WRE06000Residency Permits

06/12/2018WRE06100133. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when stamp 
4 will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51329/18]

06/12/2018WRE06200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of a 
request from the person concerned for permission to reside in the State.

I am further advised that it would appear that the person concerned is resident in the State as 
the holder of an employment permit from the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion (DBEI). If the person holds a Critical Skills Employment Permit it is open to them to con-
sult with DBEI to determine whether they meet that Department’s criteria for a change to Stamp 
4.  In circumstances where the person concerned obtains the relevant ‘Support Letter’ from 
DBEI, they may attend their local Immigration Office with a view to  completing the relevant 
immigration process for registration of permission to reside in this State on Stamp 4 conditions. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
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established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/12/2018WRE06300Residency Permits

06/12/2018WRE06400134. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when regu-
larisation of residency will be arranged in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51330/18]

06/12/2018WRE06500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person concerned 
is the subject of a valid Deportation Order made on 26 October 2016. The Deputy might wish 
to note that persons subject of a Deportation Order are obliged to remove themselves from the 
State and to remain out of the State. 

Representations were received from the person concerned, pursuant to the provisions of 
section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended), requesting that the Deportation Order 
be revoked. Following the detailed consideration of the information submitted in support of the 
request, the Deportation Order was affirmed on 1 September 2017. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

06/12/2018WRE06600Naturalisation Applications

06/12/2018WRE06700135. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if all docu-
mentation requested has been received in order to expedite an application for naturalisation in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51331/18]

06/12/2018WRE06800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is on-going. 

A letter issued to the person concerned on 4 December 2018 requesting certain documenta-
tion and a reply is awaited. Upon receipt of the requested documentation the case will be further 
processed. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. While most straightforward cases are now processed within six months, 
the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range of reasons, some cases 
will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing the necessary checks can 
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take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/12/2018WRE06900Residency Permits

06/12/2018WRE07000136. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the position 
regarding an update of stamp 4 in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51332/18]

06/12/2018WRE07100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed 
by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person 
concerned applied on 8 June 2017 for a residence card as a family member of an EEA national 
under the provisions of the European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 
2015 and Directive 2004/38/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council.  

On 26 February 2018, a letter issued to the individual in question advising of a number of 
concerns with the application and that consideration was being given to refusing the application 
based on those concerns.

The individual in question was invited to submit documentation and information in response 
to these concerns which would be considered along with all available information.  A temporary 
Stamp 4 permission valid to 16 February 2019 was provided to the individual in question whilst 
the information contained in the application is verified and considered. 

The application is still under consideration and I understand that a decision is imminent.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
INIS by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established for 
this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from INIS is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/12/2018WRF00200Naturalisation Applications

06/12/2018WRF00300137. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected position in regard to regularisation of residency and-or stamp 4 in respect of fam-
ily eligibility for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51333/18]

06/12/2018WRF00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy, who 
currently has permission to reside in the State until 5 July 2019, is ongoing. On completion of 
the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously 
as possible.
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As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/12/2018WRF00500Immigration Status

06/12/2018WRF00600138. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of residency status and entitlement to naturalisation in the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51334/18]

06/12/2018WRF00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
it is an offence under Section 26 of the International Protection Act 2015 to identify an inter-
national protection applicant. Therefore, If an application for international protection has been 
made in the State, it is not the practice to comment on such applications and the applicant or 
their designated legal advisor should contact the International Protection Office (IPO) or the 
International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.  This will enable a full 
and comprehensive reply to be provided. 

The IPO may be contacted either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO 
Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International 
Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.  The International Protection Appeals 
Tribunal may be contacted by email to info@protectionappeals.ie, by telephone at 01-4748400 
(or Lo-Call 1890 201 458) or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The International Pro-
tection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

06/12/2018WRF00800Naturalisation Applications

06/12/2018WRF00900139. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedure 
to be followed in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51336/18]

06/12/2018WRF01000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of an 
application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy. A deter-
mination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to naturalisation can 
only be made after an application is received. 

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for a certificate of naturalisation if and 
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when they are in a position to meet the statutory requirements as prescribed in the Irish Na-
tionality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, which governs the granting of Irish citizenship 
through naturalisation. 

Detailed information on Irish citizenship and naturalisation, as well as the relevant appli-
cation forms, is available on the INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie.  The website also contains 
guidance on the completion of an application for naturalisation and an on-line naturalisation 
residency calculator which individuals may find of assistance in establishing if the statutory 
residency requirements are met.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

06/12/2018WRF01100Naturalisation Applications

06/12/2018WRF01200140. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected position in regard to the determination of an application for naturalisation in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51340/18]

06/12/2018WRF01300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/12/2018WRF01400Deportation Orders

06/12/2018WRF01500141. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a decision 
to deport in the case of a person (details supplied) will be reconsidered; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51341/18]
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06/12/2018WRF01600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that there is no record of a 
request from the person concerned for permission to reside in the State.

The Deputy will appreciate that, under the relevant provisions of the Immigration Act, 2004, 
a non-national may not be in the State other than within the terms of a permission from the 
Minister for Justice and Equality. In order to allow for a full examination of the person’s cir-
cumstances, the person concerned should write to Unit 2, Domestic Residence and Permissions 
Division, INIS, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 and provide a detailed account and documentary 
evidence of their personal circumstances since the expiration of any permission to reside in the 
State previously held.

06/12/2018WRF01700Naturalisation Applications

06/12/2018WRF01800142. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the current 
and expected position in regard to an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51342/18]

06/12/2018WRF01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the processing of the ap-
plication for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is ongoing. 
On completion of the necessary processing the application will be submitted to me for decision 
as expeditiously as possible.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State 
but also at European Union level, and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/12/2018WRF02000Departmental Reports

06/12/2018WRF02100143. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number, date 
of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 
2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51377/18]

06/12/2018WRF02200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In response to the Dep-
uty’s question, the information on published post enactment reports is contained in the table.  I 
can further confirm to the Deputy that work is underway in my Department to complete such 
reports on a number of other Acts. 
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Post-Enactment Reports

No. Title of Act Date of publication of Post-
enactment Report

1 Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014 5 May 2015
2 Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA 

Database System) Act 2014
19 June 2017

3 Court of Appeal Act 2014 20 February 2018
4 Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission 

Act 2014
13 July 2015

5 Garda Síochána (Amendment) Act 2015 9 March 2018
6 Redress for Women Resident in Certain Insti-

tutions Act 2015
1 March 2016

7 Criminal Justice (Mutual Assistance)(Amend-
ment) Act 2015

22 March 2017

8 Equality (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 22 March 2018
9 Garda Síochána (Policing Authority and Mis-

cellaneous Provisions) Act 2015
9 March 2018

10 Courts Act 2015 20 February 2018
11 Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 27 February 2018
12 Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Cer-

tain Disclosures) Act 2016
22 March 2017

13 Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act 2016 28 July 2017
14 Commission of Investigation (Irish Bank 

Resolution Corporation) Act 2016
25 July 2017

15 Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 29 March 2018
16 Criminal Justice (Suspended Sentences of 

Imprisonment) Act 2017
29 March 2018

17 Courts Act 2017 18 May 2018
18 Criminal Justice (Offences Relating to Infor-

mation systems) Act 2017
12 September 2018

19 Criminal Justice Act 2017 7 August 2018
20 Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Act 2017 22 November 2018

06/12/2018WRF02300Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRF02400144. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of Acts 
passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each Act was signed 
into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51393/18]

06/12/2018WRF02500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In response to the Depu-
ty’s question on the number of acts passed since March 2011 that my Department is responsible 
for; the date each Act was signed into law.

The requested information in relation to this request is provided in the table at the link. In 
addition I would mention that my Department also currently has seven Bills before the Oireach-
tas, ten Priority Bills for publication and 23 Bills under preparation or consideration.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/305FF07638757E7C8025835B00
66519A/$File/ATTLJCLO.docx?openelement”>PQ 144 6 Dec 2018</a>]



6 December 2018

89

06/12/2018WRF02600Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRF02700145. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the grant and 
funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis or criteria 
used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51409/18]

06/12/2018WRF02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to confirm to the 
Deputy that the information sought cannot be provided in the time allowed. As soon as the in-
formation has been collated I will write to the Deputy on the matter.

06/12/2018WRF02900Commencement of Legislation

06/12/2018WRF03000146. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
ongoing delay in commencing Part 9 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015; if his 
attention has been drawn to the impact and distress the delay in commencing the Part of the Act 
is having on affected families; the timescale to complete the relevant work to allow for com-
mencement in view of the fact that numerous deadlines have been missed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51464/18]

06/12/2018WRF03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Part 9 of the Children and 
Family Relationships Act 2015 provides for a number of amendments to the Civil Registration 
Act 2004, all of which have yet to be commenced. 

Certain sections in Part 9 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 provide for 
the registration and re-registration of the birth of a donor-conceived child. The current position 
is that these sections need to be amended, to correct technical errors, and have yet to be com-
menced. These sections fall within the responsibility of the Minister for Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection.  I am advised that the Minister’s intention is to correct these technical 
errors by means of Committee Stage amendments to the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil 
Registration Bill 2017.

In addition, these sections cannot be commenced until Parts 2 and 3 of the 2015 Act are 
brought into operation by the Minister for Health.  The Children and Family Relationships 
(Amendment) Act 2018 was enacted on 24 July 2018. This Act was introduced to correct typo-
graphical and technical errors in the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015, which will 
facilitate the subsequent commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the 2015 Act. There are important 
administrative and operational arrangements to be put in place to facilitate the implementation 
of Parts 2 and 3, including the establishment of the National Donor-Conceived Person Register 
and the appointment of authorised persons under the Act. It is the Minister for Health’s inten-
tion that Parts 2 and 3 of the 2015 Act will be commenced as soon as possible. 

Officials from my Department, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion, the Department of Health and the General Register Office are working together to ensure 
that the appropriate legislative, regulatory and operational mechanisms are in place to allow for 
the earliest possible commencement of all of the relevant legislation that will allow for birth 
registration of donor-conceived children.

The commencement of the other sections of Part 9 of the 2015 Act (unrelated to birth reg-
istration of donor-conceived children) is dependent on provisions of the Civil Registration 
(Amendment) Act 2014 being commenced by the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection.  These sections may be commenced separately and do not affect the bringing into 
force of the provisions on birth registration of donor-conceived children. 
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06/12/2018WRF03200Departmental Reports

06/12/2018WRF03300147. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by her Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51366/18]

06/12/2018WRF03400Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has prepared one post enactment report during the period in question, set out as 
follows.

 Name of Act Date of Publication of Post Enactment Re-
port on Oireachtas Website

 Competition (Amendment) Act 2017 (No. 
12 of 2018)

 28 August 2018

06/12/2018WRF03500Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRF03600148. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the number of Acts passed since March 2011 that her Department is responsible for; the date 
each Act was signed into law in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51382/18]

06/12/2018WRF03700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A list 
of all legislation since March 2011 that my Department is responsible for is available on my 
Department’s website at the following address:  https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Legislation/.

06/12/2018WRF03800Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRF03900149. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the grant and funding schemes operated by her Department; the value of each scheme; the basis 
or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [51398/18]

06/12/2018WRF04000Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department’s Vote provides funding in the way of Grants and also to fund a number of discrete 
Schemes. Grants in the main are provided to support the operating costs and other expenses of 
the statutorily established State Agencies who operate under the aegis of the Department. The 
funding provided to the Grants and Schemes supported under the Department’s Vote is subject 
to the approval by the Oireachtas through the Revised Estimates process. 

The following Table sets out the details of the various Grants and Schemes which are being 
funded through my Department’s Vote in 2018.

Subhead Grantee 2018 Allocation  €’000   
A4 InterTrade Ireland     8,125
A5 IDA Ireland 180,780
A6 NSAI     6,224
A7 Enterprise Ireland  146,550
A8 Local Enterprise Develop-

ment
   32,931
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Subhead Grantee 2018 Allocation  €’000   
A9 Temporary Partial Credit 

Guarantee Scheme
       500

B4 Enterprise Ireland  126,778
Science Foundation Ireland  177,565
Irish Universities Associa-
tion

        108

Tyndall Institute      4,500
B5 Programme for Research in 

Third Level Institutions
   14,300

C4 Grant for trade union educa-
tion and advisory services

        900

C5 Health and Safety Authority     19,275
C6  Trade union amalgamations           60
C8 Competition and Consumer 

Protection Commission
    12,226

C10 Consumer support            47
C12  Irish Auditing and Account-

ing Supervisory Authority 
      2,105

Grants are drawn down in accordance with the requirements of the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform’s  Circular 13/2014 ‘Management of and Accountability for Grants 
from Exchequer Funds’. In those instances where, for operational reasons, grants are paid to 
Agencies on a prefunded basis, the requisite sanction permitting this has been received from the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

Aside from the aforementioned Grants and Schemes, the Department’s Vote also provides 
funding to support the operating costs of the Department itself and that of its Offices and the 
payment of pensions to a number of staff of Agencies/former Agencies of the Department. In 
addition, funding is provided under the Vote to support membership of a number of national 
and international organisations. Finally, the Department’s Vote also provides support to meet its 
obligations as co-funder of particular EU programmes.

06/12/2018WRF04100Workplace Discrimination

06/12/2018WRF04200150. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the steps being taken to reduce inequality in the workplace; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [51414/18]

06/12/2018WRF04300Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Lead 
responsibility for the Employment Equality Acts 1998-2015 rests with the Minister for Justice 
and Equality and any steps being taken to reduce inequality in the workplace would be a policy 
matter for the Minister and his Department.  

The Employment Equality Acts 1998–2015 that fall under the remit of the Minister for Jus-
tice and Equality, outlaw discrimination at work including recruitment and promotion; equal 
pay; working conditions; training or experience; dismissal and harassment including sexual 
harassment. It prohibits discrimination on nine specified grounds: gender, civil status, family 
status, age, race, religion, disability, sexual orientation and membership of the Traveller com-
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munity. 

Insofar as my Department is concerned, the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is an 
independent, statutory body which was established on 1st October 2015 under the Workplace 
Relations Act 2015. The WRC’s core services include the inspection of employment rights 
compliance, the provision of information, adjudicating on complaints under employment pro-
tection, equality and industrial relations legislation and the provision of mediation, concilia-
tion, facilitation and advisory services. Any person who believes that s/he has experienced dis-
crimination which is contrary to the Employment Equality Acts may seek redress by referring 
a complaint to the Director General of the WRC.  A case may be lodged through the Workplace 
Relations Commission’s website at www.workplacerelations.ie. 

06/12/2018WRF04400Long Stay Residential Units

06/12/2018WRF04500151. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if the HSE plans to retain 
long-stay residential care services at St. Joseph’s and Ramelton community hospitals, County 
Donegal, have been signed off [51224/18]

06/12/2018WRF04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Earlier this month, 
the Department noted the rationale put forward by the HSE for the revisions to its Capital In-
vestment Programme for Residentail Care Centres for Older People and acknowledged that the 
matter had been considered and decided upon through the established mechanisms within the 
HSE. As a result, the position in relation to the two community hospitals mentioned has been 
amended. These two community hospitals will be redeveloped through the HSE’s capital plan. 
In relation to the additional funding identified by the HSE for capital investment in these units, 
it is a matter for the HSE, in the first instance to prioritise and plan projects, subject to available 
funding in the coming years. As outlined at the recent meeting on this issue, the HSE will now 
advance these plans through the established processes. The HSE has confirmed that it intends 
that this process will begin in 2019, with the commencement of the design phase for both.  

06/12/2018WRF04700Hospitals Building Programme

06/12/2018WRF04800152. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the building of the proposed 
new national maternity hospital on the grounds of St. Vincent’s Hospital is time sensitive 
in respect of compliance with EU directives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51226/18]

06/12/2018WRF04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Building Regulations (Amendment) 
Regulations 2017 introduce additional energy efficiency requirements for new building de-
velopments. Planning permission has been granted for a new maternity hospital on the St Vin-
cent’s University Hospital campus, the design for which exceeds the existing statutory energy 
efficiency requirements. I understand that the project falls within the transitional arrangements 
provided as part of the implementation of the legislation.

06/12/2018WRF05000Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

06/12/2018WRF05100153. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to include ataxia 
on the long-term illness scheme list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51229/18]

06/12/2018WRF05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
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tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme at this time. How-
ever, I wish to inform the Deputy that it is proposed that the LTI Scheme would be included as 
part of a review of the basis for existing hospital and medication charges, to be carried out under 
commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.

06/12/2018WRF05300Neuro-Rehabilitation Services

06/12/2018WRF05400154. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the person or body at national level 
with expertise in neuro-trauma and-or disability who is leading and responsible for the roll-out 
of the neurorehabilitation implementation framework. [51236/18]

06/12/2018WRF05500155. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the way in which neurorehabilita-
tion services being rolled out under the neurorehabilitation implementation framework will 
integrate with existing services. [51237/18]

06/12/2018WRF05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 154 and 155 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for the questions to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRF05800Medicinal Products Availability

06/12/2018WRF05900156. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason the drug Beli-
mumab is not publicly available to patients here (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51241/18]

06/12/2018WRF06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRF06100Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

06/12/2018WRF06200157. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for processing 
applications under the nursing home support scheme in CHO 1; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [51245/18]

06/12/2018WRF06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/12/2018WRF06400Occupational Therapy Waiting Lists

06/12/2018WRF06500158. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health when an occupational therapy 
appointment will be made for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51246/18]

06/12/2018WRF06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

06/12/2018WRF06700HSE Data

06/12/2018WRF06800159. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the contracts the HSE or its agents 
have with a company (details supplied); when each of these contracts were signed; when each 
of these contracts were tendered for; the value of each contract from its commencement to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51247/18]

06/12/2018WRF06900161. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the contracts the HSE or its agents 
have with a company (details supplied); when each of these contracts were signed; when each 
of these contracts were tendered for; the value of each contract from its commencement to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51250/18]

06/12/2018WRF07000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 159 and 
161 together.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention 
and direct reply to the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRF07100HSE Staff

06/12/2018WRF07200160. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to 
engage with the ambulance personnel branch of an association (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51249/18]

06/12/2018WRF07300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The union which is recognised by the HSE 
as representing ambulance grades is SIPTU. The Psychiatric Nurses’ Association (PNA), which 
is a non ICTU affiliated union, have negotiating rights for nurses working in psychiatry and 
intellectual disability sectors. The National Ambulance Service Representative Association 
(NASRA), which is affiliated with the PNA is not recognised by the HSE and, therefore, does 
not have negotiating rights for HSE ambulance staff.   

Whilst individuals have a right to membership of any trade union, HSE ambulance staff who 
choose to join an association which is not recognised by their employer should be aware that 
such membership is not facilitated by their employer. I will not be directing the HSE to engage 
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with the PNA in light of the above.

Question No. 161 answered with Question No. 159.

06/12/2018WRG00200Medical Waste Disposal

06/12/2018WRG00300162. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if all medical waste from public 
hospitals is being recycled as much as possible and not being sent into landfill; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51251/18]

06/12/2018WRG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

06/12/2018WRG00500Home Care Packages

06/12/2018WRG00600163. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a reable-
ment home care service in County Galway, similar to the successful programme introduced as 
a pilot scheme in the Dublin north city area and subsequently established there as a permanent 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51267/18]

06/12/2018WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/12/2018WRG00800Trade Union Membership

06/12/2018WRG00900164. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his policy and the policy in the 
health service in general regarding facilitating workers who wish to join a trade union of their 
choice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51274/18]

06/12/2018WRG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, under the Con-
stitution, employees have the right to join a trade union of their choice. Health sector employers 
recognise and support this right in accordance with the law.

06/12/2018WRG01100Hospital Charges

06/12/2018WRG01200165. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the procedure the HSE uses to 
determine if discretion should be used to waive inpatient fees; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51276/18]

06/12/2018WRG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is an operational matter this has been 
referred to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRG01400Hospital Charges

06/12/2018WRG01500166. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of times per year 
since 2012 the HSE waived inpatient fees in cases of excessive hardship in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [51277/18]
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06/12/2018WRG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

06/12/2018WRG01700HSE Data

06/12/2018WRG01800167. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the amount per year that has 
been raised by the HSE from inpatient mental health patients; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51278/18]

06/12/2018WRG01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly as soon as possible.

06/12/2018WRG02000Health Services Provision

06/12/2018WRG02100168. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a matter regarding the 
case of a person (details supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51279/18]

06/12/2018WRG02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/12/2018WRG02300Hospital Appointments Status

06/12/2018WRG02400169. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51281/18]

06/12/2018WRG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/12/2018WRG02600Ambulance Service Response Times

06/12/2018WRG02700170. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the number of ambulanc-
es that are estimated to be despatched following a 999 call in circumstances in which the person 
is advised that the wait for arrival to the patient’s address is more than three hours is recorded; 
the number of estimates of this waiting time or above given to 999 callers in an emergency; if 
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the despatch times have been audited; if he has considered allocating additional resources to 
the relevant districts in view of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51288/18]

06/12/2018WRG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

06/12/2018WRG02900Trade Union Recognition

06/12/2018WRG03000171. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 218 of 28 November 2018, if he will clarify a series of matters relating to same (details 
supplied). [51294/18]

06/12/2018WRG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the question relates to agreements be-
tween the HSE and certain trade unions in relation to recognition of negotiating rights for par-
ticular grades employed in the Executive, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly on 
this matter.

06/12/2018WRG03200Medical Card Eligibility

06/12/2018WRG03300172. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if eligibility for a medical 
card will be reviewed in the case of a person (details supplied); if the case will be reviewed as 
a matter of urgency with a view to restoring a medical card to enable the person to receive the 
required treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51305/18]

06/12/2018WRG03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

06/12/2018WRG03500Services for People with Disabilities

06/12/2018WRG03600173. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51306/18]

06/12/2018WRG03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRG03800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

06/12/2018WRG03900174. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the position of a person (details 
supplied) on the waiting list to see a clinical psychologist at the Enniscorthy CAMHS; the 
length of time the person has been on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51313/18]
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06/12/2018WRG04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly as soon as possible.

06/12/2018WRG04100Nursing Homes Support Scheme Data

06/12/2018WRG04200175. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for processing 
applications under the nursing home support scheme in CHO 2; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51321/18]

06/12/2018WRG04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/12/2018WRG04400HSE Data

06/12/2018WRG04500176. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the contracts the HSE or its agents 
have with a company (details supplied); when each contract was signed; when these contracts 
were tendered for; the value of each contract from commencement to date; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51323/18]

06/12/2018WRG04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

06/12/2018WRG04700Treatment Abroad Scheme

06/12/2018WRG04800177. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a matter (details sup-
plied) regarding the cross border directive will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51325/18]

06/12/2018WRG04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy. 

06/12/2018WRG05000Departmental Reports

06/12/2018WRG05100178. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number, date of publication 
and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since March 2011, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51375/18]

06/12/2018WRG05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is 
not readily available. I will survey the Department and revert to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/12/2018WRG05300Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRG05400179. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Health the number of Acts passed since 
March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each Act was signed into law in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51391/18]

06/12/2018WRG05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): All information in relation to Acts passed 
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can be found on the Oireachtas website. 

A list of all Acts passed since March 2011, that the Department of Health was responsible 
for, is also provided for the Deputy in the following table.

No. Date of Enactment Title  
1 8 July 2011 Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Act 

2011
2 25 July 2011 Public Health (Tobacco) (Amendment) Act 

2011
3 16 December 2011 Health Insurance (Miscellaneous Provi-

sions) Act 2011
4 21 December 2011 Nurses and Midwives Act 2011
5 28 February 2012 Health (Provision of General Practitioner 

Services) Act 2012
6 27 March 2012 Clotting Factor Concentrates and Other 

Biological Products Act 2012 
7 2 April 2012 Criminal Justice (Female Genital Mutila-

tion) Act 2012
8 26 December 2012 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2012     
9 26 December 2012 Health and Social Care Professionals 

(Amendment) Act 2012
10 28 March 2013 Health (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibil-

ity) Act 2013
11 28 May 2013 Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical 

Goods) Act 2013
12 4 June 2013 Public Health (Tobacco) (Amendment) Act 

2013
13 3 July 2013 Health Service Executive (Governance) Act   

2013
14 24 July 2013 Health (Amendment) Act 2013
15 30 July 2013 Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 

2013
16 18 December 2013 Health   (Alteration of Criteria for Eligibil-

ity) (No. 2) Act 2013
17 25 December 2013 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2013
18 24 June 2014 Public Health (Sunbeds) Act 2014
19 8 July 2014 Health Identifiers Act 2014
20 17 July 2014 Health Service Executive (Financial Mat-

ters) Act 2014
21 28 July 2014 Health (General Practitioner Service) Act 

2014
22 19 November 2014 Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014
23 25 December 2014 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2014
24 25 December 2014 Protection of Children’s Health (Tobacco 

Smoke in Mechanically Propelled Vehicles) 
Act 2014
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No. Date of Enactment Title  
25 10 March 2015 Public Health (Standardised Packaging of 

Tobacco) Act 2015*
26 11 March 2015 Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Act 2015
27 24 June 2015 Health (General Practitioner Service) Act 

2015
28 24 December 2015 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2015
29 24 December 2015 Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2015
30 26 July 2016 Health (Amendment) Act 2016
31  27 July 2016 Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Act 2016
32         26 December 2016 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2016 
33 16 February 2017 Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2017
34 31 March 2017 Health (Amendment) Act 2017
35 16 May 2017 Misuse of Drugs (Supervised Injecting 

Facilities) Act 2017
36 23 May 2017 Medical Practitioners (Amendment) Act 

2017
37 9 December 2017 Health and Social Care Professionals 

(Amendment) Act 2017
38 21 December 2017 Health Insurance (Amendment) Act 2017
39 2 July 2018 Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2018*
40 17 July 2018 Health (General Practitioner Service) Act 

2018
41 24 July 2018 Children and Family Relationships 

(Amendment) Act   2018
42 18 September 2018 Thirty-sixth Amendment of the Constitution 

Act 2018
43 3 October 2018 Mental Health (Renewal Orders) Act 2018
44 17 October 2018 Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018
45 20 November 2018 Children’s Health Act 2018
*Origin: Private Members’ Bill

06/12/2018WRG05600Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRG05700180. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the grant and funding schemes 
operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis or criteria used for the al-
location of funding in respect of each scheme [51407/18]

06/12/2018WRG05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The funding and grants available from my 
Department are as provided in the Revised Estimates for Public Services 2018 (Vote 38 - Health)

My Department administered a National Lottery Discretionary Fund up to and including 
2016 from which once-off grants were paid to community and voluntary organisations provid-
ing a range of health related services. This fund no longer operates.

The HSE operates a similar scheme and continues to provide grants to health agencies and 
other organisations from National Lottery Funds. Details of the scheme are available at:

 https://www2.hse.ie/services/national-lottery-grants/national-lottery-grants.html.
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06/12/2018WRG05900HSE Staff

06/12/2018WRG06000181. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if the management of the HSE is 
engaging with public health nurses in CHO area 1 south Donegal community nursing service 
as per the recommendations of the WRC in February 2018; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51413/18]

06/12/2018WRG06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond to you 
directly on this matter.

06/12/2018WRG06200Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

06/12/2018WRG06300182. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when an organisation (details 
supplied) will receive notification of funding for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51426/18]

06/12/2018WRG06400183. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when an organisation (details 
supplied) will receive notification of funding for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51427/18]

06/12/2018WRG06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 182 and 183 together.

The ‘Drugs Initiative’ allocation of €6.987 million in the Department of Health’s Vote for 
2018 and 2019 was determined as part of  the 2018 and 2019 budget and estimates process ap-
proved by the Government.

In 2018 over €5.25 million was allocated to Drug and Alcohol Task Forces by the Depart-
ment of Health under the ‘Drugs Initiative’. It is expected a similar amount will be allocated in 
2019. 

Drug and Alcohol Task Forces will be notified of their 2019 funding allocations by the De-
partment of Health and the HSE as soon as the HSE National Service Plan for 2019 has been 
submitted and approved by the Minister for Health.

06/12/2018WRG06700Treatment Abroad Scheme

06/12/2018WRG06800184. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number and value for 
claims paid by the HSE in respect of persons by county in each of the years since 2014 under 
the cross border directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51434/18]

06/12/2018WRG06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly. 

06/12/2018WRG07000Commencement of Legislation

06/12/2018WRG07100185. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason for the ongoing delay 
in fully commencing the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015; if his attention has been 
drawn to the impact and distress the long delay in commencing the delayed parts of this Act 
is having on affected families; the timescale to complete the relevant work to allow for com-
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mencement in view of the fact that numerous deadlines have been missed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51463/18]

06/12/2018WRG07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The commencement of the Children and 
Family Relationships Act 2015 requires the completion of a number of interrelated tasks in 
order to ensure the new legislative framework is coherent at all stages for individuals. I am re-
sponsible for the commencement of Parts 2 & 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 
2015, which contain provisions relating to the regulation of donor-assisted human reproduction 
(DAHR) procedures carried out in the State, including dealing with the rights of children born 
as a result of those procedures. Certain sections in Part 9 of the Act provide for the registration 
and re-registration of the birth of a donor-conceived child. The commencement of Part 9 is the 
responsibility of the Minister for Justice and Equality, following consultation with the Minister 
for Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

The Children and Family Relationships (Amendment) Bill 2018 was enacted on 24 July 
2018. This Act was introduced to correct typographical and technical errors in the Children and 
Family Relationships Act 2015, which will facilitate the subsequent commencement of Parts 2 
& 3 of the Act.  There are important administrative and operational arrangements to be put in 
place to facilitate the implementation of Parts 2 & 3, including the establishment of the National 
Donor-Conceived Person Register and the appointment of authorised persons under the Act. It 
is my intention that Parts 2 & 3 of the Act will be commenced as soon as possible.

Officials from the General Register Office, the Department of Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection, the Department of Justice and Equality and the Department of Health are work-
ing together to ensure that the appropriate legislative, regulatory, and operational, mechanisms 
are in place to allow for the earliest possible commencement of all of the relevant legislation 
that will allow for birth registrations of donor-conceived children.

06/12/2018WRG07300Maternity Services

06/12/2018WRG07400186. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he is seeking to include a 
public interest director on the board of the new national maternity hospital in view of media 
reports (details supplied); if so, the purpose of such a role; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51465/18]

06/12/2018WRG07500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is currently engaging with 
the hospitals in relation to the legal framework required to protect the State’s investment in the 
new hospital.  In those circumstances, it is not appropriate for me to provide any detailed com-
ment on the issues at hand.  However, in broad terms, there are three substantive issues to be 
finalised: confirmation of the withdrawal of the Sisters of Charity from the St. Vincent’s Health-
care Group; ensuring that the new hospital remains in public ownership; and making sure that 
there is a robust and modern governance system in place to protect the State’s interest.

06/12/2018WRH00200Health Services Provision

06/12/2018WRH00300187. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a review will be carried 
out on a decision in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51470/18]

06/12/2018WRH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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06/12/2018WRH00500Commencement of Legislation

06/12/2018WRH00600188. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health when sections 2 and 3 of 
the Children and Family Relationships (Amendment) Act 2018, as amended, will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51485/18]

06/12/2018WRH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Children and Family Relationships 
(Amendment) Bill 2018 was enacted on 24 July 2018. This Act was introduced to correct typo-
graphical and technical errors in the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015, which will 
facilitate the subsequent commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the Act. Parts 2 & 3 of the Children 
and Family Relationships Act 2015 contain provisions relating to the regulation of donor-as-
sisted human reproduction (DAHR) procedures carried out in the State, including dealing with 
the rights of children born as a result of those procedures. There are important administrative 
and operational arrangements to be put in place to facilitate the implementation of Parts 2 & 3, 
including the establishment of the National Donor-Conceived Person Register and the appoint-
ment of authorised persons under the Act. It is my intention that Parts 2 & 3 of the Act will be 
commenced as soon as possible.

06/12/2018WRH00800Beef Industry Irregularities

06/12/2018WRH00900189. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
factories that were penalised to date in 2018 for excessive carcase trimming; when the farmers 
whose cattle were wrongly trimmed and as result have not been fully paid will be informed 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51348/18]

06/12/2018WRH01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Carcase clas-
sification and carcase presentation (Trim) controls in slaughter plants are carried out by a dedi-
cated team of specialist staff in the Beef Carcase Classification Section within my Department.

Their remit under EU legislation is to carry out un-announced inspections to ensure that 
meat plants comply with these legislative requirements for classification, weights and trim.   

The checks carried out are system checks that explore whether factory systems and pro-
cesses in the area of carcase grading and trim are in line with legislation. 

The sale of a bovine to a Meat Factory and the price that is determined is a business transac-
tion between the farmer and factory.   

As part of on-going dialogue with the industry both within the Beef Forum and directly with 
Meat Industry Ireland, I have stressed the need for positive engagement between suppliers and 
processors and I understand that Meat Industry Ireland has accepted that no individual farmer 
should be at a loss from a mistake made in a factory in relation to the application of carcase 
dressing procedures. I understand that processors will introduce a payment to the farmer sup-
plier to reflect any loss, in each case where my Department has applied a trim fine on a particu-
lar carcase. Such payment will be identified on the payment remittance docket, so that farmers 
will be aware of the penalty.

06/12/2018WRH01100Young Farmers Scheme

06/12/2018WRH01200190. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
temporary draw down of stamps by a parent at the cessation of an employment is considered 
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in the calculation of farm income for a young farmers scheme application for funding from the 
national reserve fund; if so, the justification of same in view of the temporary nature of the in-
come; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51243/18]

06/12/2018WRH01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): A gross off-
farm income limit of €40,000 was applied to all applicants to the 2018 National Reserve.  Ap-
plicants could choose to use either the full 2016 or 2017 tax year, whichever was more advan-
tageous to the applicant.  Certain Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
payments including, Jobseekers Allowance and Jobseekers Benefit are reckonable as off-farm 
income. 

For those applicants under the National Reserve who are farming as part of a group or as a 
Company, off farm income is determined as follows: 

- Joint herd number - the gross off-farm income of all members of the group is taken into 
consideration (€40,000 limit applies to the group);

- Company - the gross off-farm income of the Directors is taken into consideration;

- Registered Farm Partnership - off-farm income of all participants on the herd number to 
which the Young Farmer(s) is associated is considered. 

 In determining the off farm income of the applicant(s), the complete tax year of 2016 or 
2017 is considered and the applicant must provide supporting documentation to cover the entire 
period i.e. 52 week period.

06/12/2018WRH01400Forest Roads Scheme

06/12/2018WRH01500191. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a forestry contract (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51269/18]

06/12/2018WRH01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An appli-
cation for the Forest Road scheme was received on 26 September.  There were a number of 
queries on the initial application but these have been resolved by the Registered Forester.  The 
application will now be advertised on my Department’s website and referred to a forestry in-
spector.  The inspector will assess the application taking into account the submissions received 
and make recommendations.  The applicant will be advised of the decision on the application 
when it is finalised.

06/12/2018WRH01700Departmental Reports

06/12/2018WRH01800192. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51365/18]

06/12/2018WRH01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that since March 2011 one post enactment report has been published by my 
Department. That Report is in respect of the Forestry Act, 2014 and was laid in the Parliamen-
tary Library on 25 September 2018.
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06/12/2018WRH02000Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRH02100193. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date 
each Act was signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51381/18]

06/12/2018WRH02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has overseen the drafting and enactment of 6 Bills in the relevant time period. Information 
on these enactments can be found in the following table. 

 Title of Enactment           Date of Enactment
 1  Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011  (No. 

29 of 2011)      
 16th November, 2011

 2  Veterinary Practice (Amendment) Act 
2012 (No. 25 of 2012) 

 18th July, 2012

 3 Animal Health & Welfare Act 2013 
(No. 15 of 2013)              

 29th May, 2013

 4 Forestry Act 2014 (No. 31 of 2014)  26th October, 2014
 5 Johnstown Castle Agricultural College 

(Amendment) Act 2014  (No. 10 of 
2014) 

 22nd June, 2014

 6         Horse Racing Ireland Act 2016 (No. 2 
of 2016)     

 8th February, 2016

06/12/2018WRH02300Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRH02400194. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
grant and funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis 
or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51397/18]

06/12/2018WRH02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My depart-
ment prioritises its spending in line with government policy to promote the development of a 
competitive and efficient primary agriculture, forestry and seafood sector to support rural and 
coastal communities to underpin economic development and to ensure that our natural resourc-
es are managed in a sustainable way 

The main grant schemes operated by my department and their financial allocations for 2018 
before adjustment by supplementary estimate are set out in the following table.  The table does 
not include funding  to state agencies some of which is in turn distributed to other bodies by 
way of grant schemes. 

Animal Health & Welfare  €000
Compensation for TB Scheme 11,000
Fallen Animals Scheme 6,975
 Animal Welfare Organisations Scheme 2,475

Farmer Payments Scheme

Agri-Environmental Schemes 232,820
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Animal Health & Welfare  €000
Of which 
Green Low-carbon Agriculture Scheme(GLAS) 203,000
Locally Led Agri-Environment Schemes 11,320
(i.e. Burren, Hen Harrier, Pearl Mussel)
Organic Farming Scheme 10,500
Agri Environment Scheme (AEOS) 5,893
Traditional Farm Buildings 1,000
Areas of  Natural Constraint Scheme 227,000
Targeted Agricultural Measures Scheme 69,965
Beef Data and Genomics Programme 49,500
Knowledge Transfer Programme 23,000
Animal Welfare Scheme for Sheep 20,000
Early Retirement Scheme 1,210
Afforestation Scheme 91,490
Forestry Support Scheme Schemes 13,116

Horticulture Development Scheme. 5,000
Organic Sector Development Scheme 1,200

Other 
Brexit Response Loan Scheme 25,000
Food Industry Support Schemes 17,600
Research Support Schemes 18,600
Beef & Lamb Quality Assurance Scheme 6,400
 Rural Innovation and Development Fund 1,500

06/12/2018WRH02600Aquaculture Licences

06/12/2018WRH02700195. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51425/18]

06/12/2018WRH02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment received a request for the assignment of the licence referred to by the Deputy on 14 
November 2018. This request is currently under consideration by my Department and is being 
processed in the normal way.

06/12/2018WRH02900Food Exports

06/12/2018WRH03000196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he continues to encourage new markets for Irish food and food products; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51449/18]

06/12/2018WRH03100213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he and his Department continue to encourage new markets for Irish food 
and food products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51492/18]
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06/12/2018WRH03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 196 and 213 together.

In 2018 my Department continued to open new markets and deepen trade within existing 
markets for Irish agri-food exporters, the highlight of which was the decision of the Chinese 
authorities to open their market to Irish beef imports by listing a number of approved Irish beef 
establishments. Other notable achievements were agreements with Qatar and Kuwait which al-
lowed for the importation of Irish beef, sheepmeat and poultry to their markets. 

Against the backdrop of EU-agreed trade deals such as those completed with Canada, Japan 
and Mexico, my Department continues to prioritise efforts to gain access to new third country 
markets and, equally importantly, to deepen existing markets for Irish dairy products.

We have also had success with exports to emerging markets.  The value of exports to Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East and Central/South America stood at almost €2.8 billion in 2017.  The 
value of trade to these markets increased by 159% since 2009.  These markets now account for 
over 20% of total agri-food exports. Growth to emerging markets has been led by Asia, with 
exports of €1.6 billion in 2017, of which just under €1 billion went to China. Exports to other 
Asian markets grew by 85% since 2012 to €659 million in 2017. Trade to Africa has also grown 
to €606 million, while exports to the Middle East have also grown significantly, to reach €370 
million. 

The pursuit and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is of course an on-
going and central component of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced 
by its placement right at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development 
over the coming decade. Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-food 
exports to new and emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the Gulf 
region. This is where our efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly given 
the need to diversify our markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations such as 
the UK.

Trade Missions play an important role in market development, and I have been very active 
on this front in recent years as we strive to gain, and then develop, a presence in as many global 
markets as possible. I have led very successful missions to the Gulf Region, the US, Mexico, Ja-
pan and Korea in 2017, and to the US, Canada, China, Indonesia and Malaysia in 2018.  These 
missions included participants from across the agri-food sector and featured extensive trade 
contacts as well as high-level political discussions.  

These and the other missions that my Department are planning for 2019 will serve to en-
hance and improve our existing levels of market access in these destinations. The destinations 
are also in keeping with Bord Bia’s market prioritisation exercise that I mentioned earlier, 
which identified opportunities in new and more mature markets, and will provide valuable mar-
ket intelligence both for industry operators and policy makers.

06/12/2018WRH03300Brexit Issues

06/12/2018WRH03400197. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which he continues to make preparations to capitalise on Brexit with particular 
reference to the opening up of new opportunities for Irish food production; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [51450/18]

06/12/2018WRH03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Market di-
versification work continues with the industry in order to increase the sector’s global footprint 
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across the world, as well as helping to reduce the sector’s exposure to the UK market. Against 
the backdrop of EU-agreed trade deals such as those completed with Canada, Japan and Mex-
ico, my Department continues to prioritise efforts to gain access to new third country markets 
and, equally importantly, to deepen existing markets for Irish dairy products.

In 2018 my Department continued to open new markets and deepen trade within existing 
markets for Irish agri-food exporters, the highlight of which was the decision of the Chinese 
authorities to open their market to Irish beef imports by listing a number of approved Irish beef 
establishments. Other notable achievements were agreements with Qatar and Kuwait which al-
lowed for the importation of Irish beef, sheepmeat and poultry to their markets. 

We have also had success with exports to emerging markets.  The value of exports to Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East and Central/South America stood at almost €2.8 billion in 2017.  The 
value of trade to these markets increased by 159% since 2009.  These markets now account for 
over 20% of total agri-food exports. Growth to emerging markets has been led by Asia, with 
exports of €1.6 billion in 2017, of which just under €1 billion went to China. Exports to other 
Asian markets grew by 85% since 2012 to €659 million in 2017. Trade to Africa has also grown 
to €606 million, while exports to the Middle East have also grown significantly, to reach €370 
million. 

The pursuit and development of new markets for Irish agri-food exports is of course an on-
going and central component of the strategic development of the agri-food sector, as evidenced 
by its placement right at the centre of Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development 
over the coming decade. Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in agri-food 
exports to new and emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the Gulf 
region. This is where our efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly given 
the need to diversify our markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations such as 
the UK.

My Department will continue to seek out and identify new markets, and I am ready to re-
spond as appropriate to other opportunities that may arise.

06/12/2018WRH03600Beef Industry

06/12/2018WRH03700198. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which he remains satisfied regarding the future development and expansion of the 
beef sector with particular reference to its ability to compete on world markets; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51451/18]

06/12/2018WRH03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am satisfied 
that there is significant potential for the Irish beef sector to add value all along the supply chain. 

I recognise that 2018 has been a difficult year for many beef farmers, with higher input costs 
due to the unprecedented weather events, and prices under pressure towards the back end of 
the year.   At the last meeting of the Beef Roundtable on 3rd October I highlighted the need for 
stakeholders to recognise their inter-dependency. I urged processors to engage positively with 
their farmer suppliers to build the sustainability of the sector as a whole and to ensure a reason-
able return for the farmers upon whom the sector relies for its development.  It is essential that 
the position of the primary producer in the supply chain be improved if the industry is to build 
a sector for the future.

Global demand for beef is expected to rise by 1.9% this year, with China and east Asia once 
again being the main drivers of this trend. Irish beef exports grew by 5% in 2017 to reach a 
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value of €2.5 billion, and live exports increased by approximately 30%, giving beef farmers a 
vital alternative market outlet. These are positive developments for Ireland as a beef exporting 
country, which remains the fifth largest net exporter of beef in the world and the largest exporter 
of beef in the EU, and should provide ongoing opportunities for the development of the sector 
domestically and for growth in Irish exports both within the EU and to third countries. 

Securing new market access and enhancing existing Irish beef access has been a particular 
priority for many of the trade missions in 2017 and 2018. The opening of the Chinese market 
for Irish beef earlier this year was the culmination of significant work, over a number of years.   
Other notable achievements this year were agreements with Qatar and Kuwait which allowed 
for the importation of Irish beef.  Against the backdrop of EU-agreed trade deals such as those 
completed with Canada, Japan and Mexico, my Department continues to prioritise efforts to 
gain market access to new third country markets and, equally importantly, to deepen existing 
markets for Irish beef products.

06/12/2018WRH03900Dairy Sector

06/12/2018WRH04000199. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the future prospects for the dairy sector with particular reference to export markets; the extent 
to which the sector continues to achieve its high quality and competitiveness on international 
markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51452/18]

06/12/2018WRH04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed):  In 2017, 
Ireland exported dairy products, including dairy powders to 147 countries totalling over €4.6 
billion worth of produce, an increase of over 17% compared to 2016, representing high-quality 
value-added produce.

Irish dairy products have a highly rated and hard earned reputation in terms of quality, safety 
and sustainability, and this gives them a competitive edge in markets over the world.

The pursuit and development of new markets for Irish dairy exports is of course an ongo-
ing and central component of the strategic development of the dairy sector, as evidenced by the 
objectives set out for the industry in Food Wise 2025, the industry’s strategy for development 
over the coming years. Food Wise 2025 outlines the huge potential for growth in dairy exports 
to new and emerging markets, particularly in Asia, Africa, the Americas and the Gulf region. 
This is where our efforts will be focused for the foreseeable future, particularly given the need 
to diversify our markets and to reduce our reliance on traditional destinations such as the UK.

The long-term fundamentals of the global dairy market are strong, with growing global de-
mand projected from fast developing countries with increasing middle classes and more wester-
nised diets. Whilst significant challenges have continued throughout recent years, in particular 
price volatility, there is confidence that the Irish and EU dairy sector is well placed to gain from 
the opportunity presented by expanding global demand.

Other factors impacting on the future of dairy farming include evolving consumer demands. 
As consumers evolve from generation to generation so too do their demands in terms of the 
standards they require from their food producers.

Whilst hugely important, these demand led factors will not of themselves underpin the suc-
cess of our efforts if we are not best in class in terms of the quality of the products that we 
supply. Both business and retail customers for Irish dairy products will continue to demand 
that the Irish dairy industry operates to the highest standards of food safety, environmental sus-
tainability and animal welfare. In addition to the high standards by which Irish dairy farmers 
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operate, we will need to credibly verify these standards to the satisfaction of our international 
customers. Programmes such as Origin Green and the Sustainable Dairy Assurance Scheme, 
the Dairy Sustainability Ireland Initiative as well as my own Department’s initiatives such as 
GLAS, TAMS and the KT programme will allow farmers to continue to demonstrate the overall 
sustainability of Irish dairy products.

My Department and I, in conjunction with other stakeholders, including the Irish dairy com-
panies and agencies such as Bord Bia, will continue to play a key role in building the market 
opportunities for Irish dairy.

06/12/2018WRH04200Brexit Issues

06/12/2018WRH04300200. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which the poultry sector here is set to compete with or gain from issues arising 
from Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51453/18]

06/12/2018WRH04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Brexit, no 
matter what format it takes, will have a negative impact on Irish agri-food across all sectors by 
virtue of their exposure to the UK market. This is particularly true of the poultry sector, in terms 
of export dependence on the UK market.

The overall value of Irish poultry exports have increased by around 3 percent for 2017 to 
€295 million in value, with volumes rising by 1 percent during the same period. The number of 
poultry birds processed in Ireland reached record levels at 96m birds. During the same period 
Irish imports decreased by 7 percent reflecting increased preference for Irish product in the 
foodservice channel. The great majority of Irish poultry exports continue to go to the UK which 
records almost 80 percent market share for 2017 or some €240m. The share of Irish poultry 
exports going to other EU markets has edged upwards to 10 percent, with France maintaining 
its position as the most important market especially for leg meat that is not consumed on the 
home market.

Increasing market access is a key priority for the sector and will support further export 
reach.  Some recent trade developments could lead to new opportunities, such as the EU-Japan 
free trade agreement. In addition, access for Irish poultry formed a key part of discussions on 
the recent trade missions to Malaysia and Indonesia.

06/12/2018WRH04500Animal Slaughtering Data

06/12/2018WRH04600201. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which adequate slaughtering facilities remain readily available to meet the needs 
of beef, lamb and pig producers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51454/18]

06/12/2018WRH04700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The slaughter 
of livestock in this country for human consumption is carried out at facilities which are ap-
proved by either the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine or by the relevant local 
authorities. 

There are currently 49 meat plants approved and supervised by my Department to slaughter 
animals for human consumption. The numbers of animals slaughtered from the main species 
in Department-supervised plants in 2017 were 1.63m cattle, 2.67m sheep, 3.29m pigs, 95.5m 
poultry. Smaller abattoirs are supervised by local authorities and a full list of them can be found 



6 December 2018

111

on the Food Safety Authority of Ireland’s (FSAI) at https://oapi.fsai.ie/LAApprovedEstablish-
ments.aspx.

The establishment of a slaughtering plant is a commercial decision made by individuals or 
companies. At present I have not been alerted to any issue with the capacity of the processing 
industry to meet the throughput requirements for the various sectors outlined by the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRH04800Farm Enterprises

06/12/2018WRH04900202. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps he plans to take in conjunction with his EU colleagues to protect the concept of the 
viability of the family farm enterprise throughout Europe; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51455/18]

06/12/2018WRH05000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The 2013 
reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) provided Irish farmers with policy certainty 
and financial support to increase sustainability and enhance competitiveness.  Member States 
and the Council of Agriculture Ministers continue to consider the EU Commission’s post CAP 
2020 proposals, which were published earlier this year. Ireland is working closely with our EU 
colleagues to ensure that we continue to engage in policies that promote the interests of the 
EU agricultural sector and to ensure that these policies are strongly funded as part of the EU 
Budget.

Direct payments from my Department serve to support family farm income. Direct pay-
ments amounted to almost €1.8 billion last year. Figures from Teagasc’s National Farm Survey 
2017 show that average payments per farm represented by the survey amounted to almost 
€18,000, accounting for 56% of family farm income.

In addition, Food Wise 2025, the ten year strategy for the Agri-food sector, identifies the 
opportunities and challenges facing the entire sector and provides an enabling strategy that will 
allow it to grow and prosper. Food Wise includes more than 400 specific recommendations, 
spread across the cross-cutting themes of sustainability, innovation, human capital, market de-
velopment and competitiveness; as well as specific sectoral recommendations. The implemen-
tation process is driven by a High Level Implementation Committee, which I chair.

06/12/2018WRH05100Agriculture Scheme Payments

06/12/2018WRH05200203. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which all farm support payments already due in 2018 have been paid up to date; 
the number outstanding for technical or other reasons; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51456/18]

06/12/2018WRH05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I am very 
aware of the significance to farmers and the wider rural economy of the payments that issue 
to farmers from my Department under a range of schemes.  With this in mind, my Department 
continues to issue payments under these schemes as a matter of priority.

Under the 2018 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) Scheme some 100,828 applicants hold 
eligible designated lands.  The ANC Scheme is subject to a range of eligibility and compliance 
criteria such as having successfully fulfilled all scheme requirements. To date some 91,190 ap-
plicants have been paid a total of €219.2m under the 2018 ANC Scheme.  
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It is not possible, at this point, to accurately ascertain the total number of applicants who 
will be paid under the Scheme.  In particular, this is due to the fact that individual farmers who 
have yet to meet their stocking density requirements may or may not do so by the end of the 
year depending on their farming practice/decisions.

In relation to the 2018 BPS, the European Commission agreed to my request for a higher 
advance payment of 70% under the 2018 Scheme.  This is an increase on the standard 50% rate 
allowed for under the EU regulations.  Payments under 2018 BPS and Greening commenced on 
schedule on 16 October with payments worth €732 million issuing to 113,000 farmers.  

This represented an increase over the 111,000 farmers paid at the same stage in 2017, and 
some 93% of eligible applicants for the BPS were paid in this first tranche.  The success of our 
move to full online applications this year has helped us to deliver further efficiencies in the 
processing of payments which are of direct benefit to farmers.

The balancing payments for BPS and Greening also commenced on schedule on 3 Decem-
ber, bringing the total paid under BPS and Greening to €1.2bn to 120,607 farmers which repre-
sents 98.3% of all eligible farmers.  Twice weekly pay runs will take place to ensure all cases 
that become clear for payment are paid as quickly as possible.  In cases where material required 
in response to queries from my Department is outstanding, I would urge farmers to respond to 
any outstanding queries at their earliest convenience.

Payments under the 2018 National Reserve and the Young Farmers Scheme have also com-
menced alongside payment of the 2018 BPS balancing payment.

Advance payment for the Sheep Welfare Scheme also issued on time at the end of Novem-
ber with €15.1 million paid to 18,600 participants which represent’s 99% of eligible applica-
tions.  This was the first payment run for the 2018 scheme year and additional cases will be paid 
as they become clear following resolution of outstanding queries such as on reference numbers 
and completion of actions.

The processing of the Organic Farming Scheme payments will commence this week.  Vali-
dations on applications are currently being carried out and it is estimated that 1,160 participants 
will receive an advance payment in the first payment run.  Payment runs will continue thereafter 
on a weekly basis.

In December, further payments will commence on schedule under the Beef Data and Ge-
nomics Programme and the Protein Aid scheme.  Payments under the TAMS II capital invest-
ment scheme are also continuing, with €94.8m paid in respect of 6,503 claims to date.

To date, 40,841 GLAS participants have received their 2018 advance payment. This equates 
to over 96% of eligible GLAS participants. A number of cases remain ineligible for payment as 
the GLAS participant and/or their Advisor need to take action. I would encourage any GLAS 
applicant with outstanding obligations, such as the submission of a Nutrient Management Plan, 
GLAS Training or finalisation of a Commonage Management Plan to speak to their Advisor 
and ensure that this work is completed as a priority. Without the submission of all the required 
information, these applicants will remain ineligible for further GLAS payments.

 In relation to AEOS, 1514 participants have been paid their 2018 Advance payment. A 
further 286 cases have passed validation and are due to be paid shortly. 321 cases continue to 
be processed.

06/12/2018WRH05400Departmental Strategies
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06/12/2018WRH05500204. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which indicators in respect of Food Harvest 2020 and Food Wise 2025 remain in 
line with expectations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51457/18]

06/12/2018WRH05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The main 
targets set out in the Food Harvest report published in 2010 were, by 2020, to increase the 
value of primary output by 33% and agri-food exports by 40% (both from a 2007-09 average 
baseline); and to increase value added production by 40% (from a 2008 baseline). In addition 
to these value increases, a target was set for a 50% increase in milk production by 2020, to be 
progressed following the abolition of milk quotas in April 2015.  

Progress on those targets is monitored and reviewed on an ongoing basis. The latest data 
available show growth of 36% for both primary production and exports (based on 2016 data), 
and 47% for value added (latest available data 2014), versus the baseline period, demonstrat-
ing excellent progress. The target of a 50% increase in milk volume has already been achieved.

Food Wise 2025, the latest ten year strategy for the agri-food sector published in July 2015, 
is the successor to the Food Harvest strategy. It identifies the opportunities and challenges fac-
ing the sector and provides an enabling strategy that will allow the sector to grow and prosper. 
Food Wise includes more than 400 specific recommendations, spread across the cross-cutting 
themes of sustainability, innovation, human capital, market development and competitiveness; 
as well as specific sectoral recommendations. 

If these recommendations are implemented, the expert committee, which drew up the Food 
Wise 2025 Strategy, believed that the following growth projections are achievable by 2025: 
increasing the value of agri-food exports by 85% to €19 billion; increasing value added in the 
sector by 70% to in excess of €13 billion; and increasing the value of primary production by 
65% to almost €10 billion. With regard to employment, Food Wise foresees the creation of 
23,000 additional jobs in the agri-food sector all along the supply chain from primary produc-
tion to high value added product development. 

In July this year, I launched the third annual progress report of Food Wise 2025: Steps to 
Success 2018. This showed that by 2017 exports had increased by 15.9% and primary produc-
tion by 8.9% compared to the baseline. The CSO’s Labour Force Survey has replaced the Quar-
terly National Household Survey which has resulted in a recalculation of employment figures. 
The agri-food sector continued to make a significant contribution to employment at national and 
regional levels accounting for 174,400 (7.9%) of total employment based on the 2017 average.

Steps to Success 2018 also showed that, of the 375 detailed actions which were due to com-
mence by 2018 or are on-going actions; 74% have been achieved or substantial action has been 
undertaken; and a further 26% have commenced and are progressing well.

06/12/2018WRH05700Agrifood Sector

06/12/2018WRH05800205. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the extent to which he expects the agrifood sector to develop over the next ten years with 
particular reference to the need to remain competitive on world markets; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51458/18]

06/12/2018WRH05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food Wise 
2025, the latest ten year strategy for the agri-food sector published in July 2015, is the succes-
sor to the Food Harvest strategy. It identifies the opportunities and challenges facing the sector 
and provides an enabling strategy that will allow the sector to grow and prosper. Food Wise 
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includes more than 400 specific recommendations, spread across the cross-cutting themes of 
sustainability, innovation, human capital, market development and competitiveness, as well as 
specific sectoral recommendations. 

If these recommendations are implemented, the expert committee, which drew up the Food 
Wise 2025 Strategy, believed that the following growth projections are achievable by 2025: 
increasing the value of agri-food exports by 85% to €19 billion; increasing value added in the 
sector by 70% to in excess of €13 billion; and increasing the value of primary production by 
65% to almost €10 billion. With regard to employment, Food Wise foresees the creation of 
23,000 additional jobs in the agri-food sector all along the supply chain from primary produc-
tion to high value added product development. 

There are a number of competitiveness recommendations and actions that are being pro-
gressed through the Food Wise High Level Implementation Committee (HLIC). I chair the 
Committee, which is made up of high-level representatives from all the relevant Departments 
and State agencies and reviews progress on the detailed actions on a quarterly basis. Stakehold-
ers regularly present to the Committee on priorities for particular sectors or themes, and com-
petitiveness was discussed at the Committee in June this year.

In July this year, I launched the third annual progress report of Food Wise 2025: Steps to Suc-
cess 2018. This showed that, of the 375 detailed actions which were due to commence by 2018 
or are on-going actions, 74% have been achieved or substantial action has been undertaken,and 
a further 26% have commenced and are progressing well.

06/12/2018WRH06000Food Safety Standards

06/12/2018WRH06100206. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if all meat and meat products available here and throughout the EU continue to accurately re-
flect their ingredients, country of origin and relevant quality standards; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [51459/18]

06/12/2018WRH06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Food products 
placed on the European marketplace are covered by a range of legislation designed to ensure 
that products supplied to consumers are of the highest safety standards.  My Department plays 
a part in the enforcement of this legislation along with Competent Authorities in other Member 
States, other Irish Government departments and State Agencies such as the Food Safety Author-
ity of Ireland (FSAI) and the Health Service Executive. 

The import of products of animal origin from third countries is governed by a comprehen-
sive and robust legislative framework laid down at EU level, controlled by Member States in 
the first instance, and audited by the European Commission’s Directorate General for Health 
and Food Safety (formally the FVO), to ensure compliance with all of the relevant food safety 
standards. The legislation imposes health and supervisory requirements designed to ensure that 
imported products meet standards equivalent to those required for production and trade be-
tween Member States. Border Inspection Posts are operated by my Department. Import control 
procedures on products of animal and fish origin are highly prescriptive and strictly audited by 
the Directorate to ensure compliance. Inspection finding reports are published on the Director-
ate General for Health and Food Safety’s website.  Veterinary checks are carried out on con-
signments of foods imported from Third countries outside the EU.  100% of consignments are 
documentary and identity checked, and physical checks, including sampling of products, are 
carried out according to European regulations.
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Primary responsibility under EU law for the safety and traceability of food placed on the 
market lies with food business operators. The role of National Competent Agencies is to verify 
compliance with this requirement. This is done via a combination of inspecting establishments 
and auditing the food safety management systems which operators have in place. These con-
trols are applied at different stages in the food supply chain. Regulation (EC) No. 178 of 2002 
sets out the general principles and requirements of EU food law and stipulates that food busi-
ness operators must, at all stages of production, processing and distribution within their busi-
ness, ensure food law requirements are satisfied. 

 I am satisfied that the controls and checks in place and enforced by my Department ensure 
that EU consumers are protected and correctly informed when they purchase and consume food 
products.

06/12/2018WRH06300Greyhound Industry

06/12/2018WRH06400207. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the future national consultative forum arranged by a board (details supplied) will have members 
from other associated interests. [51460/18]

06/12/2018WRH06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

As per the recommendations of a report into the greyhound industry by the Joint Committee 
on Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and following a stakeholders consultative forum held in 
December 2015, Bord na gCon established a National Greyhound Consultative Forum. 

A cross-section of groups are invited to the forum on the basis that they are mandated to 
represent their members.  

As the controlling body of some, but not all, Greyhound Owners & Breeders Associations 
(GOBAs), the Irish Greyhound Owners & Breeders Federation (IGOBF) is included to repre-
sent those affiliations.  Other groups, including but not limited to GOBAs no longer affiliated to 
the IGOBF, are included on the same basis. 

The National Greyhound Consultative Forum is held on a quarterly basis with the last meet-
ing having taken place in September 2018. The next meeting will take place in January 2019 
with the above cross-section of groups invited to participate.

06/12/2018WRH06600Greyhound Industry

06/12/2018WRH06700208. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
is satisfied that the employment arrangements in a specific area (details supplied) are satisfac-
tory. [51461/18]

06/12/2018WRH06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to 
control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  Bord na gCon 
is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 
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The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Bord na gCon.

I have requested officials in my department to refer the question to Bord na gCon for direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

06/12/2018WRH06900Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Eligibility

06/12/2018WRH07000209. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
persons (details supplied) in County Cork have qualified for participation in the reviewed ANC. 
[51469/18]

06/12/2018WRH07100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An appli-
cation under the Basic Payments Scheme (BPS and the Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) 
scheme was submitted by the persons named on 12 April 2018.  Under the Terms and Condi-
tions of the ANC scheme applicants must have at least 3 hectares of eligible designated lands. 
My Department’s records show that the persons named have not declared any designated lands 
and therefore are not eligible for payment under the ANC scheme. 

 The townland of Gortnasna is not eligible under the 2019 ANC Scheme.

06/12/2018WRH07200GLAS Data

06/12/2018WRH07300210. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of persons in receipt of GLAS 1, 2 and 3 who have received the 85% advance 
payment of the 2018 payment; the number of persons who have passed all payment approval 
checks and are awaiting the 85% portion of the 2018 payment; the number of GLAS recipients 
who have yet to receive this portion of payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51481/18]

06/12/2018WRH07400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): To date, over 
96% of eligible GLAS participants have received their 2018 advance payment. A number of 
cases remain ineligible for payment as the GLAS participant and/or their Advisor need to com-
plete a certain action or actions. I would encourage any GLAS applicant with outstanding ob-
ligations, such as the submission of a Nutrient Management Plan, GLAS Training or finalisa-
tion of a Commonage Management Plan to speak to their Advisor and ensure that this work is 
completed as a priority. Without the submission of all the required information, these applicants 
will remain ineligible for further GLAS payments. 

Payment runs will continue each week to clear the completed cases. As of today, the pay-
ment rates so far are: 

GLAS1 GLAS2 GLAS3

County Cases Advance Advance Amt Cases Advance Advance Amt Cases Advance Advance Amt

Carlow 271 225 €838,472.31 123 99 €352,778.24 126 98 €362,145.45

Cavan 899 833 €3,022,470.89 425 386 €1,378,361.97 529 452 €1,598,086.89

Clare 1598 1,423 €5,101,293.51 684 601 €2,189,832.65 795 622 €2,175,677.35

Cork 2113 1,746 €6,008,377.12 984 814 €2,854,918.15 926 732 €2,465,336.27

Donegal 1916 1,583 €5,220,031.01 987 781 €2,530,763.70 1,400 1,033 €3,194,016.65

Dublin 57 46 €165,712.17 17 14 €52,831.28 19 15 €50,574.67

Galway 3029 2,577 €9,232,382.99 1,272 1,019 €3,524,716.46 1,574 1,278 €4,415,440.65

Kerry 1756 1,348 €4,742,753.46 864 658 €2,374,413.31 761 562 €1,949,642.06

Kildare 239 194 €724,424.29 75 58 €205,712.65 113 78 €288,323.67

Kilkenny 422 346 €1,260,629.58 205 156 €583,473.77 185 134 €498,837.69
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GLAS1 GLAS2 GLAS3

County Cases Advance Advance Amt Cases Advance Advance Amt Cases Advance Advance Amt

Laois 365 312 €1,119,825.33 189 164 €577,476.89 228 187 €681,039.81

Leitrim 1011 886 €3,185,603.61 419 382 €1,386,176.56 523 438 €1,525,139.08

Limerick 1039 920 €3,309,996.18 294 264 €936,658.49 401 334 €1,180,766.90

Longford 508 444 €1,601,529.43 338 295 €1,082,230.41 326 271 €993,164.51

Louth 144 128 €464,133.84 77 68 €237,229.67 92 70 €249,533.86

Mayo 2523 2,168 €7,619,447.93 1,310 1,107 €3,773,102.64 1,652 1,359 €4,532,562.27

Meath 416 361 €1,302,511.87 195 160 €581,624.47 245 175 €618,255.97

Monaghan 571 521 €1,705,827.67 142 131 €449,543.76 332 270 €908,117.00

Offaly 472 420 €1,484,012.14 274 247 €933,117.37 290 217 €799,307.96

Roscommon 1511 1,332 €4,839,287.98 544 479 €1,711,804.49 711 568 €2,022,722.91

Sligo 928 805 €2,836,363.76 357 296 €1,012,116.87 488 392 €1,384,688.29

Tipperary 1111 974 €3,568,030.48 492 408 €1,501,947.65 493 367 €1,362,308.85

Waterford 349 259 €913,013.45 130 93 €330,085.42 119 85 €301,227.66

Westmeath 636 567 €2,055,357.12 258 236 €874,045.22 277 232 €852,540.27

Wexford 744 597 €2,220,944.07 256 212 €794,122.78 310 212 €802,863.08

Wicklow 324 267 €1,010,210.39 150 111 €433,003.43 196 139 €531,094.13

TOTAL 24,952 21,282 €75,552,642.58 11,061 9,239 €32,662,088.30 13,111 10,320 €35,743,413.90

GLAS  Totals
Cases 49,124
Paid Adv 40,841
Paid Bal 0
Amount €143,958,144.78

06/12/2018WRH07500Fish Quotas

06/12/2018WRH07600211. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will report on the recent international fisheries negotiations in Bergen, Norway, be-
tween the European Union, Norway and the Faroe Islands and on the management of mackerel 
in the north-east Atlantic; and the impact the quotas fixed will have on fishermen and coastal 
communities here. [51482/18]

06/12/2018WRH07700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The negotia-
tions the Deputy refers to are those concerning the management of mackerel in the North East 
Atlantic which is Ireland’s single most important fishery. The negotiations concluded in Bergen 
last week after five separate rounds and the parties to the final agreement were the European 
Union, Norway, and the Faroe Islands.

Ireland is the second largest EU quota holder and my officials participated in every stage 
of the talks. The countries involved in the negotiations have agreed to a 20% reduction in their 
Mackerel quotas for 2019. The reductions reflect the available scientific advice that the abun-
dance of this stock has declined.   This level of reduction is seen by all parties as essential to 
ensure that the stock is fished sustainably.

Irish fishermen will now have a quota worth over €55m directly to our catching sector for 
2019.

Agreement was also reached on a two year extension of the sharing arrangement between 
the main parties – the EU, Norway and the Faroe Islands. This provides a welcome degree of 
stability for this hugely important fishery.

Mackerel is Ireland’s single most valuable fishery and, in my view, this agreement provides 
stability combined with a precautionary approach to help ensure the long term sustainability of 
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the stock.

The scientific advice is currently being reviewed and assessed by the International Council 
for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES). The Coastal States will meet again to consider the out-
come of that review when it becomes available. This is expected to happen early in 2019.

While the quota for Ireland is less than that of recent years, those quotas were unusually 
high by historical standards. The quota of 55,000 tonnes for 2019 is in line with our historical 
average quota.  Ireland will continue to be cautious with this crucially important stock.

06/12/2018WRJ00200Sugar Quotas Abolition

06/12/2018WRJ00300212. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the supports available to farmers for growing sugar beet. [51491/18]

06/12/2018WRJ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In 2006 the 
EU introduced a restructuring mechanism intended to reduce overall production of sugar, ac-
knowledging the then global over supply and resultant low prices being achieved. Greencore, 
as the holder of the entire Irish sugar quota at the time, availed itself of this voluntary initiative, 
ceasing production and dismantling its processing facilitates.

As part of the reform of the CAP under the Irish Presidency agreement was secured on the 
abolition of sugar quotas from 30th September 2017.  

As Ireland exited the sugar production industry in 2006 and sugar beet is generally not com-
mercially grown here in any scale, there are no direct supports available for farmers specific to 
growing of sugar beet.

As the Deputy is aware the current “Programme for a Partnership Government” states that 
“State Bodies will be asked to examine any substantial business plans relating to rebuilding the 
industry with a view to considering appropriate State supports”.

Any such business plans would need to be supported by a sufficiently robust business case, 
having regard to the price of sugar, to attract the substantial funding required from investors for 
such a new start-up industry.

Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 196.

06/12/2018WRJ00600Food Industry Development

06/12/2018WRJ00700214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the extent to which new opportunities arise for the artisan food sector; the extent to which his 
Department continues to assist in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51493/18]

06/12/2018WRJ00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Artisan and 
speciality food businesses can have a significant impact on local rural economies and their im-
portance is acknowledged in the Food Wise 2025 strategy.  Growth prospects for the sector are 
positive overall, driven by increased consumer interest in the provenance of food, environmen-
tal concerns, health and a desire to support the local economy.

 A range of supports for the artisan food sector are available from my Department and rel-
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evant State agencies, including:

- the Food Works programme developed by Bord Bia, Teagasc and Enterprise Ireland for 
start-up food entrepreneurs; 

- the Food Academy programme developed by Bord Bia in cooperation with Local Enter-
prise Offices and Supervalu;

- workshop supports for farmers’ markets from Bord Bia;

- support from my Department for the UCC Diploma in Speciality Food Production; and

- specific supports for the farmhouse cheese sector under the EU promotion programme.

Earlier this year, my colleague Minister Ring and I launched the ‘LEADER Food Initiative’ 
for the artisan/small food and beverage businesses, which provides for funding of up to €15 
million up to 2020, from my Department, through the Rural Development Plan (RDP). This 
funding is being  delivered using the LEADER methodology. It supports new and existing 
artisan, micro and small food producers to address emerging challenges through investment in 
areas such as capital equipment,  market development, competitiveness and innovation.

06/12/2018WRJ00900Cyber Security Policy

06/12/2018WRJ01000215. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to increase the personnel and resources of the national dyber se-
curity centre in 2019 in view of the increase in the workload of the agency over recent months; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51258/18]

06/12/2018WRJ01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): While my Department does not release specific details in relation to the staff or pre-
cise funding allocated to the National Cyber Security Centre for operational security reasons, in 
Budget 2018 additional funding was secured for additional capacity in the NCSC, both in terms 
of personnel and additional technology.

Further recruitment into the NCSC was undertaken in 2018 and is continuing, including a 
number of new roles focussed on addressing the responsibilities placed upon the State by the 
Network and Information Security Directive (NISD) which was transposed earlier this year. It 
is anticipated that the NCSC will have approximately 30 staff by the end of Q1 2019 and the 
resourcing requirement will be reviewed in the context of the next Cyber Security Strategy, 
work on which is underway. 

The NCSC has developed significant capacity in recent years, and now has a resilient sepa-
rate infrastructure with separate secure email and file storage, and has developed an automated 
incident response platform enables incident responders to investigate, collate and track inci-
dents on an ongoing basis.

The NCSC has also established a Threat Sharing Group and developed an Advanced Per-
sistent Threat Group analysis and tracking system and the Advisory System now has over 130 
members including Government Departments and Agencies, the Financial Sector, Critical Na-
tional Infrastructure (CNI) providers and other Operators of Essential Services (OES), and has 
an SMS alerting system. The CSIRT within the NCSC received its international accreditation 
in 2017 from the body known as TF-CSIRT.
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06/12/2018WRJ01200Better Energy Homes Scheme

06/12/2018WRJ01300216. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if persons who received attic insulation only under the better energy warmer homes 
scheme are eligible to apply for the revised scheme which now includes internal and external 
wall insulation in view of the fact that such works were not available under the previous scheme; 
if not, his plans to include same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51273/18]

06/12/2018WRJ01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme is funded by my Department and admin-
istered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).  The scheme delivers a range 
of energy efficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy 
poverty. To date over 130,000 homes have received free upgrades under the scheme, leaving the 
occupants better able to afford heat their homes to an adequate level.

The aim of the scheme is to deliver a range of energy efficiency measures in a way which 
represents the best possible use of Exchequer funding. This involves making difficult decisions 
and targeting supports like limiting eligibility to those in receipt of certain DEASP allowances, 
such as the Fuel Allowance, and limiting each home to one visit for an energy efficiency up-
grade.   

Earlier this year, the scheme was expanded, to include internal and external wall insulation, 
in order to upgrade properties that were unsuitable for the measures that were previously avail-
able. This will also increase the energy savings and emissions reductions that  the scheme can 
achieve and will enable fuel switching.

While homes that previously received works under the scheme are not currently eligible 
for a second visit, consideration will be given to revisiting these properties in mid-2019, where 
feasible and appropriate.

06/12/2018WRJ01500Asbestos Remediation Programme

06/12/2018WRJ01600217. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his plans to introduce a grant for the removal and disposal of asbestos from 
domestic houses which are carrying out renovations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51292/18]

06/12/2018WRJ01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): There is no funding available from my Department for the removal of asbestos from 
residential properties.

However, the Home Renovation Incentive (HRI) scheme lets homeowners, landlords and 
local authority tenants claim tax relief on repairs, renovations or improvement work that is 
carried out on their main home or rental property. The works must be completed by a tax-
compliant contractor and be subject to 13.5% VAT. This includes extensions, garages and attic 
conversions; the supply and fitting of kitchens, bathrooms and built-in wardrobes; fitting of 
windows; garden landscaping; plumbing, tiling, rewiring, insulating, plastering and painting.

In general, the work must have been carried out and paid for between 25 October 2013 and 
31 December 2018. Further information about the HRI is available from the Revenue Commis-
sioners or on www.revenue.ie.

The prevention of exposure to the harmful effects of asbestos is the focus of occupational 
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safety and health legislation concerning asbestos in the workplace. Specific Regulations regard-
ing the protection of workers from the risks related to exposure to asbestos fibres while at work 
have been in place since 1989. The current Regulations are the Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work (Exposure to Asbestos) Regulations 2006, which are enforced by the Health and Safety 
Authority, which comes under the remit of the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.

The primary responsibility for the management of any waste, including costs for removal 
or disposal, lies with the holder of the waste, i.e. the natural or legal person in possession of the 
waste, or the producer of the waste. The Waste Management Act 1996 imposes a general duty 
of care on holders of waste. A person may not hold, transport, recover or dispose of waste in 
a manner that causes or is likely to cause environmental pollution. In addition, in the case of 
hazardous waste, a holder of waste is required, without delay, to inform both the local author-
ity concerned and the Environmental Protection Agency of any loss, spillage, accident or other 
development concerning that waste which causes or is likely to cause environmental pollution.

It is recommended that expert advice should be sought in dealing with asbestos materials 
and if removal is necessary it should only be done by a competent contractor with the required 
training and appropriate authorisations. Advice on the proper disposal of asbestos is available 
from the website of the Environmental Protection Agency http://www.epa.ie/waste/hazardous/
asbestos/.

06/12/2018WRJ01800Post Office Closures

06/12/2018WRJ01900218. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he is satisfied with the level of independence of the independent assessors 
appointed to review post office closures (details supplied); his further views on whether it is 
appropriate that An Post communicates the outcome of appeals to independent assessors rather 
than the independent assessors responding to the appeals directly; his further views on whether 
this is appropriate for other State appeals mechanisms (details supplied); if he approved this 
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter [51295/18]

06/12/2018WRJ02000222. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on whether the decision by An Post to close up to 159 post offices 
is in line with policy; if he approved the decision by An Post to close large numbers of post 
offices; his further views on whether the decision respects the Dáil Éireann motion introduced 
by the Rural Independent Group on the future of the post office network in 2016; his views 
on whether the decision to close post offices is in line with his commitments on post offices 
outlined on page 48 in A Programme for A Partnership Government; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51416/18]

06/12/2018WRJ02100223. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the measures he has taken to fulfil his commitment on post offices and com-
munity banking as outlined in the programme for partnership Government (details supplied); 
the measures that have been taken to establish the feasibility of offering motor tax and other 
State services in post offices; if he has established a working group to identify the potential for 
local post offices to act as hubs and as a one-stop-shop for State services; if he will report on 
the progress of work carried out to meet these commitments; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [51417/18]

06/12/2018WRJ02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 218, 222 and 223 together.
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An Post is a commercial State body with a mandate to deliver a postal delivery service and 
a viable post office network. 

In November 2017, Government was presented with a future for An Post and the post office 
network that was uncertain and extremely bleak with a very real possibility that the company 
would go under. The potential for a complete shutdown of postal services with the loss of thou-
sands of jobs was undeniable. Immediate action was needed to ensure the survival of An Post 
and the post office network. 

As a result of the actions taken by Government, An Post has been able to construct and begin 
implementing a strategic plan for a sustainable future. Government remains fully committed to 
a sustainable post office network which is a key piece of economic and social infrastructure for 
both rural and urban areas. Reflecting its commitment to sustaining a nationwide post office 
network and daily mails service, the Government made €30m available in State funding to An 
Post to support the renewal of the post office network and the continued fulfilment of a 5 day 
per week mails delivery service.

Essential to delivering on An Post’s renewed vision for the network is the agreement reached 
with the Irish Postmasters Union, IPU. The consolidation process undertaken by An Post is 
the result of this agreement.  In its negotiations with An Post, postmasters and postmistresses 
sought both the modernisation of the network and a voluntary redundancy package for those 
who wanted to leave the business. Talks were concluded between An Post and the IPU in April 
this year, following three months of intensive negotiations. The agreement was subsequently 
endorsed by 80% of IPU members. The decision on whether to accept the package was solely 
one for individual postmasters.

An independent appeals process was put in place to enable communities to have a decision 
relating to their local office reviewed. In addition, any retailer in the locations of the 159 post 
offices can apply to An Post to be considered to take over some or all of the services of the clos-
ing post office.

There is widespread acceptance that the post office network requires modernisation to build, 
maintain and protect a service that meets the needs of communities across the country. Invest-
ment by An Post of €50 million in the network is about getting communities to use the enhanced 
services in their local post office.  

Decisions relating to the Post Office Network, including plans for individual post offices, 
are an operational matter for the Board and management of An Post and I have no statutory 
function in relation to these issues. The review process put in place and facilitated by An Post 
is an independent one and neither I, as Minister, nor my officials have a role in the process. In 
the circumstances, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on issues which are direct 
operational matters for An Post.  Communities and representatives must engage with An Post 
directly.

An Post is already in the process of diversifying and growing the financial services products 
it provides for individuals and SMEs to include loans, credit cards and more foreign exchange 
products; local banking in association with the major banks and a full range of State Savings 
products.  A partnership with Avantcard announced in September will see personal loan services 
available in every post office across the country. 

An Post has also confirmed the decision by its Board to provide a mortgage package from 
next year as part of its financial services strategy. The mortgage offer will be among a set of 
new products that will include credit cards, personal loans and fintech (Financial Technology) 
services offered via partnerships under a new brand, An Post Money.
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In so far as the banking model is concerned, the Programme for a Partnership Government 
envisaged that An Post, the Irish League of Credit Unions and other interested stakeholders 
would be asked to investigate and propose a new model of community banking, such as the 
Kiwibank model in New Zealand. The Programme for Government also includes a commitment 
to investigate the German Sparkassen model for the development of local public banks.

A project team comprising officials from the Department of Rural and Community Devel-
opment and the Department of Finance was established to progress this commitment.  The final 
report was published by the Minister for Finance, Pascal Donohoe TD and Minister for Rural 
and Community Development, Michael Ring TD on 4 July 2018. The final report indicates that 
the Department of Finance will continue to engage in dialogue with Irish Rural Link and other 
stakeholders and that it will commission an independent external evaluation of ways in which 
the local public banking concept could possibly be promoted in Ireland. The Department of Ru-
ral and Community Development will continue to focus on rural and regional development gen-
erally and will provide a coordinating role across Government in relation to this priority area.

Government business is the backbone of the post office network. In April this year the Min-
ister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection renewed her Department’s contract with An 
Post to provide pensions, child benefit and other social welfare payments at post offices. As part 
of its consideration of the financial position of An Post, the Government agreed that further op-
portunities for Government business through the Post Office Network, including the payment 
of motor tax, should be explored.  

On 4 September 2018, the Government approved the establishment of an interdepartmental 
group to identify options, including procurement frameworks, for delivering services to those 
citizens who do not wish to use, or are unable to use, digital services. Where a business need 
is identified, it has been agreed to develop a procurement framework which would allow for 
the central provision of offline services by Government. The group will provide a report on its 
deliberations in Q1 2019 and the findings of this group may be of use to An Post in the longer 
term.

In addition, the Digital Assist pilot initiative was launched on 28 September 2018. Govern-
ment funding of €80,000 has been allocated to roll out the pilot Digital Assist Scheme which 
will see 10 post offices kitted out to assist citizens with online Government interactions.  All 10 
post offices went live in the week beginning 20 October 2018 and the pilot scheme will finish in 
April next year. The pilot will provide further data and insight in relation to the provision of of-
fline Government services to citizens.  A review of the initiative will be carried out in Q2 2019 
and feedback from this review will inform consideration of further offline services.

06/12/2018WRJ02300Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRJ02400219. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published 
by his Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51368/18]

06/12/2018WRJ02500220. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible 
for; the date each Act was signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [51384/18]

06/12/2018WRJ02600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 219 and 220 together. 

There were two post enactment reports published by my Department since March 2011, the 
details of which are as follows:-

Post Enactment Report Date of Publication
Post Enactment Report on Energy Act 2016 24 July 2017
Post Enactment Scrutiny Report on Com-
munications Regulation (Postal Services) 
(Amendment) Act 2017

17 May 2018 

The following is the list of legislation enacted since March 2011 that my Department is 
responsible for:

Title of Act Date the Act was signed into law
Communications Regulation (Postal Services) Act 
2011

2 August 2011

Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 2 August 2011
Access to Central Treasury Funds (Commission for 
Energy Regulation) Act 2011

23 November 2011

Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2012 25 February 2012
The Electricity Regulation (Carbon Revenue Levy) 
(Amendment) Bill 2012

25 May 2012

Gas Regulation Act 2013 3 December 2013
ESB (Electronic Communications Networks) Act 
2014

18 March 2014

Radiological Protection (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2014

23 July 2014

Communications Regulation (Postal Services) 
(Amendment) Act 2015

2 July 2015

Petroleum (Exploration and Extraction) Safety Act 
2015

22 July 2015

Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2015 27 July 2015
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 
2015

10 December 2015

Energy Act 2016 30 July 2016
Inland Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2017 6 July 2017
Petroleum and Other Minerals Development (Pro-
hibition of Onshore Hydraulic Fracturing) Act 2017 
- (note Private Members Bill)

6 July 2017

Minerals Development Act 2017 26 July 2017
Communications Regulation (Postal Services) 
(Amendment) Act 2017

15 March 2017

Telecommunications Services (Ducting and Cables) 
Act 2018

4 April 2018

Radiological Protection (Amendment) Act 2018 5 June 2018

06/12/2018WRJ02800Departmental Schemes
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06/12/2018WRJ02900221. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the grant and funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each 
scheme; and the basis or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. 
[51400/18]

06/12/2018WRJ03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): There are a number of grant schemes administered either directly by my Department 
or on behalf of my Department by the agencies under its aegis, for which funding can be ap-
plied for.  I have set out in the table details of the programmes, the basis or criteria used for the 
allocation of funding and the value of the Project/Grant. 

Name of Scheme Basis or Criteria used for allocation of 
funding

Value of Project/Grant in €

Local Authority Anti-Litter Anti-
Graffiti Awareness Grant (2018)

Allocations to local authorities are 
based on local authority functional 
area population. The individual proj-
ects which will receive funding are 
proposed by local authorities.

€883,731 (in 2018)

Local Agenda 21 Local Environ-
mental Partnership Fund (2018)

Allocations to local authorities are 
based on local authority functional 
area population. The individual proj-
ects which will receive funding are 
proposed by local authorities.

€442,145 (in 2018)

Alternative Energy Requirement 
(AER)

Bidding Competition: Renewable 
electricity generating plants with grid 
connection, planning permission and 
title.

As this scheme was a bidding 
competition, the methodology 
was approved by the European 
Commission and not a value/
budget.

Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff 
(REFIT) 1

Renewable electricity generating 
plants with grid connection, planning 
permission and title.

€10 million per year approx. 
for 15 years.

Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff 
(REFIT) 2

Renewable electricity generating 
plants with grid connection, planning 
permission and title.

€196 million per annum ap-
prox. for 15 years.

Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff 
(REFIT) 3

Biomass/CHP electricity generating 
plants with grid connection, planning 
permission and title.

€70 million per annum approx. 
for 15 years.

Ocean energy Prototype Develop-
ment Fund (PDF)

The PDF supports innovation by 
providing funding to offshore renew-
able energy development projects. 
The scheme is open to the public and 
private sector based in Ireland or car-
rying out projects in Ireland. In some 
circumstances, SEAI may fund Irish 
organisations for work completed 
overseas. This work must be neces-
sary to complete the project, or solve 
specific Irish issues.

€5 million per annum approx. 
up to December 2020.

Electric Vehicle Purchase Grant 
Scheme*

Ongoing & demand-led. Grant of up 
to €5,000 towards the purchase of a 
new electric vehicle (EV).

Expected spend in 2018 is €9.5 
million.

Electric Vehicle Home Charger 
Grant Scheme*

Ongoing & demand-led. Grant of up 
to €600 towards the installation of an 
EV chargepoint in the home.  Owners 
of new or second hand EVs, who have 
not previously received support for 
installation of a home charger, may 
qualify.

 Expected spend in 2018 is 
€0.7 million.
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Name of Scheme Basis or Criteria used for allocation of 
funding

Value of Project/Grant in €

Support Scheme for Renewable 
Heat (SSRH)*

The Support Scheme for Renewable 
Heat applies to non-domestic heat 
users at sites not covered by the Emis-
sions Trading Scheme. 

Under Project Ireland 2040, 
the National Development Plan 
sets out an allocation of €300 
million for the rollout of the 
scheme for the period 2018 to 
2027.

Climate Action Fund (CAF) Funding for initiatives that contrib-
ute to the achievement of Ireland’s 
climate and energy targets in a cost 
effective manner, or offer the poten-
tial for innovative interventions in 
these sectors, and which would not 
otherwise be developed.

€500 million from 2019 to 
2028.

Eel Support Fund Established to address the hardship 
experienced by commercial eel fisher-
men and women in the light of the 
closure of the commercial eel fishery 
for conservation reasons. The fund 
is available to all persons who were 
the holder of a commercial public 
eel licence or an eel fishing permit 
from the ESB in the 2007 season (the 
base year). The 5 reckonable years 
for payments under the scheme are 
2003-2007.  In respect of former 
fishermen and women who were the 
holder of a licence or permit in the 
base year, payment will involve a tax 
free element for each of the 5 reckon-
able years for which the applicant was 
a licence or permit holder.  A further 
taxable element will be based on the 
average annual catch, as declared by 
the applicant, during the reckonable 
years. 

€3 million.  The fund will be 
paid over a period of three 
years 2018 to 2020 and the 
amount will be paid in three 
instalments.  

 The Department’s agency Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) also manages the National Strategy 
for Angling Development and other funding schemes and I have asked Inland Fisheries Ireland 
to liaise directly with the Deputy in this regard.

*Note: Electric Vehicle Purchase Grant Scheme, Home Charger Grant Scheme and Support 
Scheme for Renewable Heat are administered on behalf of the Department by the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland.

Questions Nos. 222 and 223 answered with Question No. 218.

06/12/2018WRJ03300Electric Vehicles

06/12/2018WRJ03400224. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the steps he will take to address the perceived inadequate electric car charging 
infrastructure in Dublin city; and his plans to ensure that Dublin City Council and the ESB co-
operate to provide designated charging bays in view of the fact that these are frequently used 
for regular parking and therefore not available for charging. [51466/18]
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06/12/2018WRJ03500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): A key aspect of the work of the Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce, co-chaired by my 
Department and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, involved examining how best 
to support the development of the electric vehicle charging. The first phase of the Taskforce’s 
work, which focused on electric vehicles, is now complete and the progress report is available 
on my Department’s website.

Arising out of the work of the Taskforce a support scheme is in place to support electric 
vehicle charging at home, the primary method of charging for the majority of electric vehicles 
both internationally and in Ireland. My Department, in conjunction with the SEAI, is working 
on how best to support the provision of greater levels of on-street public charging.

The majority of the existing network of publicly accessible charge points was rolled out by 
the ESB through its eCars programme. An interactive map showing the locations of charging 
points in Dublin and throughout Ireland is available at https://www.esb.ie/our-businesses/ecars/
charge-point-map. I announced the successful projects under the first Call for Applications As-
sessment Stage under the Climate Action Fund on 28 November 2018.  This included approval 
of funding of up to €10 million to a project from ESB eCars that will develop a nationwide, 
state-of-the-art electric vehicle charging network capable of facilitating large-scale electric ve-
hicle uptake over the next decade. Further details on this project, and the other projects ap-
proved from the Fund, are available on my Department’s website at www.dccae.gov.ie.

In relation to dedicated parking for electric vehicles, the Road Traffic Act, 1994 gives lo-
cal authorities the power to make bye-laws governing the type of paid parking controls in their 
areas. Some local authorities currently allow free designated parking for a period of time while 
an electric vehicle is charging. 

Under regulations introduced in July 2014, local authorities, in their capacity as road au-
thorities, are empowered to reserve parking spaces exclusively for the recharging of electric ve-
hicles and it is an offence for other vehicles to be parked in these spaces. The penalty for illegal 
parking in such a space is a fine of up to €1,000 for a first offence, up to €2,000 for a second or 
subsequent offence, and up to €2,000 and/or up to 3 months in prison for a third or subsequent 
offence within a 12 month period. The enforcement of this legislation is a matter for An Garda 
Síochána and for Local Authority traffic wardens. If a member of the public comes across spe-
cific instances of vehicles other than electric vehicles parked in designated recharging spaces, I 
would urge them to report the fact to either of these bodies.

With respect to signage at charging bays there is legally-sanctioned signage for electric 
vehicle charge points. The signage consists of writing on the surface of the space itself, rather 
than an upright sign. This is line with certain other signage used, for example for disabled park-
ing spaces, where a sign is painted on the ground.  The ESB has informed my Department that 
the majority of the eCars 56 on-street charge points in Dublin city are clearly marked with this 
signage.

06/12/2018WRJ03600Sports Capital Programme Applications

06/12/2018WRJ03700225. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of an application by a club (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [51248/18]

06/12/2018WRJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme opened for applications on 
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Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 19th October.  By that deadline, 
a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

I can confirm that an application has been submitted by the organisation referred to by the 
Deputy. 

For the first time, applicants who have submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
will be given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it will be at least the second quarter of next year before the 
full set of allocations under this current round of the programme are announced. 

06/12/2018WRJ03900Sports Capital Programme Administration

06/12/2018WRJ04000226. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of deputations from sports groups for the sports capital programme to date; the criteria he has 
to meet groups; if he will be facilitating further requests; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [51254/18]

06/12/2018WRJ04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-
personal sports equipment throughout the country.  The most recent round of the Programme 
opened for applications on Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 19th 
October.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications had been submitted seeking a total of 
€162m in funding. The record number of applications again demonstrates the popularity of the 
programme.

I receive representations concerning all aspects of my areas of responsibility.  Representa-
tions are made in relation to the Sports Capital Programme by clubs, by public representatives 
and by individuals.  Occasionally, I receive requests for meetings which, subject to diary com-
mitments, I try to accommodate.  People I meet informally sometimes raise particular cases. 
However, in the interests of equity, and in order to ensure that every application is treated 
equally, regardless of whether or not representation is made to me, Minister Ross, or any of my 
officials, the assessment procedure and scoring system used to assess applications is published 
prior to assessments commencing.  As has been communicated publicly on many previous oc-
casions, neither Minster Ross nor I have any role in the assessment or scoring of individual ap-
plications. However engaging with applicants and hearing about their plans helps me greatly in 
my job to understand the many issues affecting grassroots sports organisations and volunteers 
and how the SCP can help address these issues.

06/12/2018WRJ04200Greenways Funding

06/12/2018WRJ04300227. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be provided for the north County Kerry greenway; when a decision on funding will issue; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51261/18]

06/12/2018WRJ04400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The closing date for 
applications for funding for Greenways was Friday, 30 November 2018.  Twenty two applica-
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tions were received, including two for the North Kerry Greenway, i.e. one for the Listowel to 
the Limerick Border section and one for the Tralee to Fenit section.  

All of the applications received will be assessed over the coming months in accordance with 
the criteria set out subsequent to the publication of the Strategy for the Future Developement 
of National and Regional Greenways.  I expect to be in a position to award funding to the suc-
cessful projects in Q2 2019.

06/12/2018WRJ04500Regional Road Network

06/12/2018WRJ04600228. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be provided to fully replace the section of the N62 that passes through Roscrea, County 
Tipperary, in view of the fact it is in a condition that is neither safe or acceptable; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51286/18]

06/12/2018WRJ04700229. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if funding 
will be provided to fully replace the section of the N62 that enters Templemore, County Tipper-
ary, from Thurles and Roscrea in view of the fact that it is in a condition that is neither safe or 
acceptable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51287/18]

06/12/2018WRJ04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 228 and 229 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
maintenance, improvement and operation of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road 
authority in relation to local and regional roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a detailed and direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/12/2018WRJ05000Noise Pollution

06/12/2018WRJ05100230. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the person or 
body that informed the European Safety Agency that Fingal County Council is the competent 
authority for the purposes of Regulation (EU) No 598/2014 (details supplied) without indicat-
ing that it is in this role in an interim capacity pending formal appointment. [51304/18]

06/12/2018WRJ05200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My Department ad-
vised an official in the Directorate General for Mobility and Transport of the European Commis-
sion earlier this year of the Government’s agreed policy objective in relation to EU Regulation 
598, including the proposal to designate Fingal County Council as the Competent Authority 
under primary legislation.  It was made clear at the time that development of this legislation 
would likely take some time.

For clarity, Fingal County Council is not acting in an interim capacity, pending formal ap-
pointment.  It has not carried out any function under Regulation 598/2014 and it will not do so 
until such times as the Aircraft Noise (Dublin Airport) Regulation Bill, 2018 is enacted.

06/12/2018WRJ05300Departmental Reports
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06/12/2018WRJ05400231. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his Department since 
March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51380/18]

06/12/2018WRJ05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Please refer to the 
table.

Name of Report Date of Publication Name of Enactment 
Report

Date of Post Enact-
ment Report

Merchant Shipping 
(Registration of 
Ships) Act 2014

25 December 2014 Merchant Ship-
ping (Registration 
of Ships) Act 2014 
(No. 43 of 2014) 
Dáil Éireann - Post-
Enactment Report 
Standing Order 141A

21 January 2016

Post Enactment Re-
port - State Airports 
(Shannon Group) 
Act 2014 (No.  27 of 
2014)

Laid before Houses 
of the Oireachtas 22 
April 2016

Post Enactment Re-
port - State Airports 
(Shannon Group) 
Act 2014 (No.  27 of 
2014)See column 2

22 April 2016

Post enactment 
Report Sport Ireland 
Act 2015 (No. 15 of 
2015)

Laid before the 
Houses of the 
Oireachtas on 14 
September 2016

Sport Ireland Act 
2015 (No. 15 of 
2015)

June 2016

Harbours Act 2015 
(No.61 of 2015)

Laid before the 
Houses of the 
Oireachtas on 12 
December 2016

12 December 2016

Roads Act 2015 
(06/05/2018) Post 
Enactment Report

Laid before  Houses 
of Oireachtas 13 
March 2018

Roads Act 2015 Post 
Enactment Report

13 March 2018

06/12/2018WRJ05600Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRJ05700232. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the num-
ber of Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date each act  
signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51396/18]

06/12/2018WRJ05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Please see the table.

No Name of Act Date Signed in to law
No. 7 of   2011 Road Traffic Act 2011 27 April   2011
No. 28   of 2011 Road Traffic (No.2) Act 

2011
20   October 2011

No 31 of 2011 Road Transport Act 2011 3/12/2011
No. 16 of 2012 Road Safety Authority (com-

mercial Vehicle   Roadwor-
thiness) Act 2012

30th May 2012
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No Name of Act Date Signed in to law
No 49 of 2012 Transport (Corás Iompair 

Éireann and Subsidiary 
Companies Borrowings) Act 
2012

26th December 2012.

Act 49 of 2012 CIE Borrowings Act 2012 January 14, 2013
No. 3 of   2014 Road   traffic Act 2014 25   February 2014
No. 27 of 2014 State Airports (Shannon 

Group) Act   2014
27 July 2014

No. 39   of 2014 Road traffic (No. 2) Act 
2014

25   December 2014

No. 43 of 2014 Merchant Shipping (Regis-
tration of  Ships) Act 2014

25 December 2014

No. 14 of 2015 Roads Act 2015 6th May 2015
No 15 of   2015 Sport Ireland Act 2015 13 May 2015
No. 61 of 2015 Harbours Act 2015 25 December 2015
No. 3 of 2016 Public Transport Act 2016 8 February 2016
No. 21   of 2016 Road  traffic Act 2016 27   December 2016
No. 5 of   2018 Vehicle  Registration Data 

(Automated Searching and 
Exchange) 2018

28 May   2018

No. 18   of 2018 Road   Traffic (Amendment) 
Act 2018

23 July   2018

06/12/2018WRJ05900Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRJ06000233. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the grant 
and funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis or 
criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51412/18]

06/12/2018WRJ06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Please see the infor-
mation contained in the table.

No. Name of Scheme Summary criteria for allocation of   
funding

Value of Scheme 2018

1 Coastal Inshore Mountain 
and Cave Rescue Grant 
Scheme

Eligible candidates are mountain 
rescue teams that are members of 
Mountain Rescue   Ireland and are a 
declared Search and Rescue resource 
to An Garda Síochána.   Community 
Rescue Boat organisations that are a 
declared resource to the Irish   Coast 
Guard are also eligible to apply. 

€241,752.   (2018)

2 Grant to the Commissioners 
of Irish Lights (CIL)

A contribution towards the net costs 
of CIL’s operations in Ireland.

€6.646m.

3 Tourism Ireland funding A grant in respect of Tourism Ire-
land’s   Administration and General 
Expenses and in respect of the Tour-
ism Marketing   Fund

€42.492m



Questions - Written Answers

132

No. Name of Scheme Summary criteria for allocation of   
funding

Value of Scheme 2018

4 Fáilte Ireland funding Grant for administration and general 
domestic promotion and for Tourism 
Product   Development.   In turn, 
Fáilte Ireland allocates capital fund-
ing for tourism product   develop-
ment through large and small grants 
scheme, in addition to strategic   
partnerships with other public bodies 
and direct investment in experience   
brand infrastructure. 

€86.055m

5 Greenways funding scheme Proposals under this scheme need to 
conform with criteria set out in the 
Strategy for the Future Development 
of National and Regional Green-
ways.

€53m   for the years 2019 
to 2021

6 Electric Small Public 
Service Vehicle (SPSV) 
Scheme.

A grant of up to €7,000 or €3,500 
towards the   purchase of a battery 
electric vehicle (BEV) or plug-in 
hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) 
respectively for vehicles in the taxi/
hackney/limousine sector.  This 
scheme is administered by the 
National Transport Authority. It is 
available nationwide to applica-
tions   for both new vehicle licences 
and existing vehicle licence holders 
who wish   to upgrade their current 
vehicle, both subject to a maximum 
of five applications per applicant

€500,000

7 Toll Incentive Scheme As of July 2018, BEVs and PHEVs 
qualify for 50% and 25% toll reduc-
tions respectively up to a maximum 
€500 annual threshold for private 
vehicles and a maximum annual   
threshold of €1,000 for commercial 
vehicles.This scheme is adminis-
tered by Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland. TII estimated that in 2017 
alone there were approximately 340 
million tolled journeys taken with 
c.400,000 drivers classified as ‘heavy 
toll users’. A reduced tolling regime 
was considered to have potential to 
provide a meaningful incentive to a 
large cohort of regular toll users to 
switch to an electric vehicle. Vehicles 
will qualify for the scheme if they 
are battery electric or plug-in hybrid; 
have a registered toll tag account and 
are registered in the EU

€500,000
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No. Name of Scheme Summary criteria for allocation of   
funding

Value of Scheme 2018

8 Regional and Local Road 
State grants

Details   of the regional and local 
road grant allocations and payments 
to local   authorities are outlined in 
the regional and local road grant 
booklets which are available in 
the Dáil Library. The  main grant 
programmes are:Restoration Main-
tenance (RM): The   purpose of the 
RM grant is to protect the struc-
tural integrity of the road by way of 
surface dressing through the sealing 
of the road surface.  The purpose 
of restoration maintenance is to 
maintain the asset before it   requires 
improvement. Restoration Improve-
ment Grant (RI): The RI grant pro-
gramme is the main road   strength-
ening programme and caters for 
surface restoration, pavement overlay   
works, complete road rehabilitation 
works and for drainage works where 
required. Discretionary Grant (DG): 
Councils have discretion in spending 
these grants for improvement and 
maintenance   works subject to se-
lecting from a list of eligible works. 
However Councils   are requested 
to prioritise projects which involve 
strengthening works,   remedying 
road defects, winter maintenance 
and drainage works.                Bridge 
Rehabilitation (BR): This programme 
allows local authorities to apply for 
monies to undertake bridge reha-
bilitation works.  Safety Improve-
ment Works (BS): This programme 
allows local authorities to apply   for 
monies to undertake safety improve-
ment works.  Community Involve-
ment Scheme (CIS) and a Drainage 
Programme.  The CIS   facilitates 
community involvement in repair 
and improvement of roads while 
the purpose of the Drainage Grant 
is to promote network resilience.   
Specific Grant and Strategic Grants: 
Projects considered on a case by case 
basis taking into account the avail-
ability of funding and the outcome of 
project appraisals. 

€433.275m   in 2018

9 National Road State Grants The Department provides a block 
grant to Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII)   in respect of national 
roads. Within its annual budget, al-
locations to   individual local authori-
ties are a matter for TII.

€469.394m   in 2018
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No. Name of Scheme Summary criteria for allocation of   
funding

Value of Scheme 2018

10 Regional Airports Pro-
gramme

The Programme runs from 2015 to 
2019. Within that programme there 
are four   funding schemes, two 
Capital (CAPEX and PPR-C) and 
two Current (OPEX and   PPR-O).  
The programme provides   Exche-
quer support to regional airports 
for investments and expenditure in   
areas of safety and security.

€42 million is being pro-
vided in Capital funding 
under the National Develop-
ment   Plan for the Regional 
Airports Programme in the 
period 2018 to 2022. The   
Current allocation under 
the RAP varies from year to 
year.  The 2018 allocation is 
€11.4m.  

11  Irish   Rail Funding   for items 11-17 is allocated 
in line with agreed Budgetary annual 
and   multi-annual frameworks as 
appropriate and is provided on the 
basis of   statutory, contractual or 
administrative arrangements with 
relevant agencies   and bodies.  For 
the maintenance of rail infrastructure 
under IMMAC programme

€160m

12 Investment in infrastructure Programme funded through the NTA. 
For the funding of infrastructural 
projects in heavy   rail, bus, Luas, 
Metro, cycling & walking

€243m

13 Green Schools Programme funded through the 
NTA. To educate school children on 
benefits of sustainable travel and cut 
number of car school runs.

€1.6m

14 Smarter Travel Workplace 
& Campus

Programme funded through the NTA 
. To encourage  large employers and 
third level institutions to plan more 
sustainable   commuting and travel 
choices

€600K

15 CycleRight The   national cycle training pro-
gramme aimed at primary children.  
20,000 pupils trained in 2018

€430K

16 Interreg EU programme   to promote cross-
border sustainable transport

€2.2m

17 Bike   Week To promote cycling and encourage 
occasional or non-cyclists to take up 
cycling

€400K

18 Sports   Capital Programme The 2018 guide to making an appli-
cation includes a section on how the 
Department   will assess applications 
and this is available on the Depart-
ment’s   website  at http://www.
dttas.ie/sport/english/sports-capital-
programme.  Furthermore,  the full 
assessment procedure and marking 
scheme used for   the most recent 
completed round of the SCP (2017)  
is published on the   Department’s 
website at http://www.dttas.ie/sites/
default/files/publications/sport/
english/sports-capital-programme-
scoring-system-and-assessment-pro-
cedures/assessment-manual-2017-
scp.pdf

€40m available  for the 
2018 round of the pro-
gramme
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No. Name of Scheme Summary criteria for allocation of   
funding

Value of Scheme 2018

19 Large Scale Sport Infra-
structure Fund

The aim of the fund is to provide 
Exchequer support for larger sports 
facility projects where the Exchequer 
investment would be greater than the 
maximum   amount available under 
the SCP. All project proposals will 
be subject to appropriate economic 
analysis and to the published assess-
ment criteria outlined in the scheme 
which is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at http://www.dttas.
ie/sport/english/large-scale-sport-
infrastructure-fund-lssif

At least €100m available  in 
the period  to 2027

20 Local Authority Swimming 
Pool Programme

Provides grant aid, to local authori-
ties towards the capital costs of new 
swimming   pools or the refurbish-
ment of existing pools. There are 
four swimming pool projects remain-
ing in the 2000 round of the LASPP. 
Any proposed new swimming pool 
projects will be considered under 
the Large Scale Sport Infrastructure 
Fund. 

Scheme provides for grant 
assistance up to a maximum 
of €3.8m.

06/12/2018WRJ06200Bus Services

06/12/2018WRJ06300234. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to introduce a BusConnects project in Cork city and suburbs; if so, the details of same; the 
stage of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51437/18]

06/12/2018WRJ06400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
provision of bus related infrastructure in the State.

As noted in the National Development Plan (NDP), the NTA is working in partnership with 
the Cork local authorities in developing a new transport strategy for the metropolitan area. The 
NDP provides an indicative allocation of €200million to support the development of BusCon-
nects Cork in line with the finalised recommendations of that new transport strategy. 

Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your query to the NTA 
for their consideration and direct reply.  Please notify my office if you have not received a reply 
within 10 working days.

06/12/2018WRJ06500Ombudsman for Children Reports

06/12/2018WRJ06600235. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number of 
recent reports conducted by the Ombudsman for Children into the Oberstown detention centre; 
when those reports were commissioned; the number published;  when each was published; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [51272/18]

06/12/2018WRJ06700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am advised 
by Oberstown that the Ombudsman for Children visits Oberstown Children Detention Campus 
and meets with children on a regular basis. The Ombudsman for Children undertakes investiga-
tions under the Ombudsman for Children Act 2002. The Ombudsman has undertaken one such 
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investigation in relation to Oberstown and I am advised by Oberstown that it recently received 
a copy of a draft report of this investigation.

06/12/2018WRJ06800Child and Family Agency Data

06/12/2018WRJ06900236. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of complaints and-or referrals to Tusla made by sports bodies (details supplied) from 
2014 to date; the number of complaints and-or referrals made regarding sports bodies and-or 
persons working for the sports bodies from 2014 to date; the number of active investigations 
outstanding and-or ongoing concerning the sports bodies; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [51283/18]

06/12/2018WRJ07000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have written to 
Tusla, the Child and Family Agency to request the information sought by the Deputy and will 
revert when I have received a reply.

06/12/2018WRK00200Child Protection

06/12/2018WRK00300237. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ac-
tion taken by the relevant authorities under the aegis of her Department concerning an incident 
involving the child of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51302/18]

06/12/2018WRK00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy will 
be aware that it is not appropriate for me to comment on individual cases.

06/12/2018WRK00500Departmental Reports

06/12/2018WRK00600238. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number, 
date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by her Department since 
March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51367/18]

06/12/2018WRK00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The post-enact-
ment reports published by my Department since March 2011 are set out in the table.

Title of Report Date laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas

Adoption (Amendment) Act 2017 post en-
actment report 

18th July 2018

Children First Act 2015 post enactment 
report 

25th April 2018   

06/12/2018WRK00800Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRK00900239. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of Acts passed since March 2011 that her Department is responsible for; the date each act was 
signed into law in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51383/18]

06/12/2018WRK01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since 2011, my 
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Department has been responsible for developing ten pieces of legislation. The titles and dates 
of enactment for each of these are set out in the table. 

Name of Act Date of enactment 
Childcare Support Act 2018 2 July 2018
Adoption (Amendment) Act 2017 19 July 2017
Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 10 December 2015
Children First Act 2015 19 November 2015
Children (Amendment) Act 2015 27 July 2015
Thirty-First Amendment of the Constitution 
Act

28 April 2015

Child Care (Amendment) Act 2013 13 March 2013
Adoption (Amendment) Act 2013 20 December 2013
Child and Family Agency Act 2013 15 December 2013
Child Care (Amendment) Act 2011 13 July 2011  

06/12/2018WRK01100Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRK01200240. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the grant 
and funding schemes operated by her Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis or 
criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51399/18]

06/12/2018WRK01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The detailed in-
formation requested by the Deputy is not readily available as it spans a number of programme, 
scheme and administrative areas of my Department. The information is currently being collated 
and will then be forwarded directly to the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRK01400Rape Crisis Network Funding

06/12/2018WRK01500241. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to deficiencies in funding to a service (details supplied) in view of the fact 
that there is a ten month waiting list for face-to-face counselling. [51420/18]

06/12/2018WRK01600242. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if funding 
will be provided for a service (details supplied). [51421/18]

06/12/2018WRK01700243. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if her atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that there is no dedicated rape counselling service in County 
Meath; and if funding will be provided to an organisation (details supplied) to provide this 
service. [51422/18]

06/12/2018WRK01800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 241 to 243, inclusive, together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the care and protection 
of victims of domestic, sexual or gender-based violence, whether in the context of the family 
or otherwise.

Tusla has provided funding for domestic, sexual and gender-based violence services since 
its establishment in 2014. This includes sixteen rape crisis centres and community-based coun-
selling services for victims of sexual violence throughout the country.
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Currently, services for victims of sexual violence in County Meath are provided by:

1. Rape Crisis Centre North East,

2. Athlone Midlands Rape Crisis Centre,

3. Dublin Rape Crisis Centre.

Funding to these services has increased year on year since 2016. Additional funding has also 
been provided to services that serve County Meath, in order to support efforts to reduce waiting 
lists by providing extra counselling hours.

As previously highlighted to the Deputy, I have secured additional funding of €1.5m for 
Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence services in 2019, which will bring total available 
funding next year to €25.3m.  

As part of its commissioning process, the Tusla Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Vio-
lence Service programme is currently engaged in a number of needs analysis projects nation-
ally to inform service development and provision for sexual violence services. A needs analysis 
project is currently underway in the Midlands region and includes consideration of service 
provision in County Meath. All future developments, both in County Meath and elsewhere will 
be informed by the commissioning approach.

With regard to the request for a dedicated educational worker to be employed by the service 
referred to the Deputy, Tusla has advised me that it has not received an application for funding 
for this purpose. It may be more appropriate that such an application should be made to the 
Department of Education.

It is important that the needs of victims of sexual violence are met in the best way possible, 
with due attention to the quality, accessibility, and outcome of services. I strongly support the 
work of Tusla, and I am committed to supporting the Agency in meeting the needs of individu-
als who experience sexual violence.

06/12/2018WRK02100Rape Crisis Network Funding

06/12/2018WRK02200244. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if funding 
will be provided to increase rape counselling provision in Castleblayney, County Monaghan 
and County Cavan. [51423/18]

06/12/2018WRK02300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency provides co-ordination, support and funding to 16 services for victims of 
sexual violence throughout the country. Currently, services for victims of sexual violence in 
Counties Cavan and Monaghan are provided by:

(1) Rape Crisis North East, 

(2) Rape Crisis and Sexual Abuse Counselling Centre Sligo, Leitrim, and West Cavan. 

As part of its commissioning approach to the development of services, Tusla is currently 
engaged in a needs analysis project in the border region, which includes Counties Cavan and 
Monaghan, to identify gaps in service provision and to prioritise the development of sexual 
violence services. All future service developments will be informed by the commissioning ap-
proach.
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Funding for the aforementioned sexual violence services which serve the counties of Cavan 
and Monaghan has increased by more than €50,000 since 2016. 

In recent months, additional funding was provided to the Rape Crisis and Sexual Abuse 
Counselling Centre Sligo, Leitrim, and West Cavan to engage the services of two part time 
counsellors. Additional funding was also provided to Rape Crisis North East to support its ef-
forts to reduce waiting lists by providing additional counselling hours. 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that I have secured additional funding of €1.5m for Do-
mestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence services in 2019, which will bring total available 
funding next year to €25.3m.

It is important that the needs of victims and survivors of sexual violence are met in the 
best way possible. I strongly support the work of Tusla, and I am committed to supporting the 
Agency in meeting the needs of individuals who experience sexual violence.

06/12/2018WRK02400Childcare Services Funding

06/12/2018WRK02500245. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 949 of 6 November 2018, when details of the 2019 capital al-
location for childcare providers will be confirmed; when applications will be open for capital 
funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51435/18]

06/12/2018WRK02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): In Budget 2019 
I secured a capital budget of €8.86m for Early Years.

Officials in my Department are currently in the process of developing the capital offering 
for 2019. It is not possible at this stage to provide a detailed breakdown of 2019’s capital offer-
ing before a final decision has been made. 

However, it is intended that this funding will be used to support necessary improvements to 
childcare infrastructure and to support childcare providers in preparation for the launch of the 
Affordable Childcare Scheme. 

An announcement on the details of 2019’s capital offering will issue in the coming weeks, 
once the internal development process has concluded.

06/12/2018WRK02700Departmental Funding

06/12/2018WRK02800246. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
grants are available for the provision of outdoor arenas, outdoor rings or sand arenas for eques-
trian centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51266/18]

06/12/2018WRK02900247. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
grants are available through his Department, the LEADER programme or other schemes for the 
provision of outdoor arenas, outdoor rings or sand arenas for equestrian centres; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [51265/18]

06/12/2018WRK03000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 246 and 247 together.

Certain programmes available through my Department may provide the opportunity to ac-
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cess funding for the types of projects outlined by the Deputy.

The National Development Plan provides for an allocation of €1 billion for the Rural Re-
generation and Development Fund over 10 years to enable towns, villages and outlying rural 
areas to grow sustainably and support delivery of the strategic objectives of the National Plan-
ning Framework (NPF). There are potentially existing Government funding streams relating to 
sports and recreation infrastructure however there is the potential for large sport-related proj-
ects to be supported by the Fund if they meet the strategic objectives of the NPF and the criteria 
underpinning the Fund itself.

In that regard, the first call for applications for the Rural Regeneration and Development 
Fund closed at the end of September. I announced the first set of successful projects for funding 
on 23 November 2018 with further announcements of successful projects to take place early 
in 2019. A further call for the Fund taking place in mid-2019. Full details on the Fund and the 
application criteria are available from my Department. 

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme is part of the Government’s Action Plan 
for Rural Development and provides funding for the development of new outdoor recreational 
infrastructure or the necessary maintenance, enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor rec-
reational infrastructure in Ireland. The scheme seeks to support those sporting and recreational 
pursuits based on use of the resources of the countryside that contribute to healthy active life-
styles and the economic and tourism potential of the area for both local communities and tourist 
visitors alike. 

Under the 2018 scheme, applications were accepted under three measures:  

- small maintenance/promotion of existing infrastructure (up to €20,000)

- medium scale repair/upgrade and development of new small/medium infrastructure (up to 
€200,000) 

- repair/upgrade and development of larger, more strategic projects (up to €500,000). 

Projects have now been approved under 2018 Measures 1 & 3, and successful applications 
are published on my Department’s website.

Funding through the LEADER Programme may also be available for the provision of ancil-
lary services supporting the industry that the Deputy has referred to but not to fund the industry 
itself. Interested applicants should, in the first instance, contact the relevant local Action Group 
(LAG) through its Implementing Partners to discuss the funding that may be available. 

Contact details for all Local Action Groups are available on my Department’s website www.
drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/rural-development/leader. The decision to approve a project, or other-
wise, is a matter for the Local Action Group (LAG) which administer the programme in each 
LEADER area.

I should also point out that my Department’s Community Enhancement Programme pro-
vides capital funding to community groups to address disadvantage as identified in each area’s 
Local Economic and Community Plan. It is administered by the Local Community Develop-
ment Committees (LCDC) on behalf of the Department. Applicants should contact their LCDC 
for further information.

06/12/2018WRK03200Action Plan for Rural Development Implementation
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06/12/2018WRK03300248. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the progress made on the implementation of the Action Plan for Rural Development; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [51290/18]

06/12/2018WRK03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Progress 
on the implementation of measures in the Action Plan for Rural Development is overseen by a 
Monitoring Committee which includes senior representatives of relevant Government Depart-
ments and key rural stakeholder interests.  

Progress Reports on the implementation of the Action Plan are published twice a year on my 
Department’s website, www.drcd.gov.ie.  The most recent report - the Third Progress Report - 
was published on 26 November and outlines the progress which has taken place in relation to 
all actions due for delivery between January and June 2018, or which are being implemented 
on an ongoing basis over the course of the three year Action Plan. 

Of the 275 actions reported on in the latest report, 266 have been completed or are substan-
tially advanced.  A number of case studies also feature in the report, which illustrate the positive 
impact the actions are having on rural communities.  

The coordinated approach of the Action Plan across Government is achieving benefits in 
terms of increased employment in the regions and increased investment in projects and com-
munities across the country.  Since 2015, there has been an increase of 146,400 in numbers 
employed in regions outside of Dublin, surpassing the Government’s target of 135,000 by 2020.  
Significant investment has been made in enterprise hubs, tourism projects, greenways, town 
and village renewal, and in services such as Local Link transport, to name just a few initiatives.  

The progress made under the Action Plan is being further built on through the Rural Regen-
eration and Development Fund, which will provide investment of €1 billion to revitalise rural 
areas over the next ten years. I announced the first successful applicants under the Fund at the 
end of November, with further announcements to follow in early 2019.

06/12/2018WRK03500CLÁR Programme

06/12/2018WRK03600249. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the allocation of CLÁR funding in 2018, by county; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [51291/18]

06/12/2018WRK03700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural ar-
eas that have experienced significant levels of depopulation.   

The 2018 CLÁR programme was launched on 15th March last, with applications invited 
under the following measures: 

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2: Play Areas/Multi-Use Games Areas  

Measure 3: First Response Support Measure  

Measure 4: Mobility and Cancer Care Transport

In total, more than 500 applications were received across the four measures.
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I approved 389 successful projects for total funding of €11.8 million under these measures 
in 2018. The successful projects are listed on my Department’s website at: https://drcd.gov.ie/
about/rural/clar/.

More than 1,200 projects have now been approved for total funding of €25 million since I 
relaunched the CLÁR programme in 2016.

06/12/2018WRK03800Departmental Reports

06/12/2018WRK03900250. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number, date of publication and details of post enactment reports published by his Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [51379/18]

06/12/2018WRK04000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment, which was established in July 2017, has not published any post enactment reports. 

06/12/2018WRK04100Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRK04200251. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the date 
each act was signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51395/18]

06/12/2018WRK04300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment was established on 19 July 2017 on foot of the Ministers and Secretaries (Amendment) 
Act, 2017.

The Department also has responsibility for the Dormant Accounts Amendment Act, 2012, 
which was passed by the then Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, 
and signed into law on 11 July 2012.

06/12/2018WRK04400Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRK04500252. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the grant and funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and the 
basis or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51411/18]

06/12/2018WRK04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The grant 
and funding schemes operated by my Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis or 
criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme are listed in the table. Fur-
ther details relating to eligibility criteria and making applications for funding are available on 
my Department’s website. 
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Name of Grant/Funding   scheme 
operated

Value (in 2018 unless stated): Allocation criteria:

The Rural Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund

€1 billion over the period 2019 
to 2027, with initial funding of 
€315 million allocated to the 
Fund on a phased basis over the 
period 2019 to 2022. 

In general, decisions in relation to the Fund 
are based on the extent to which proposals 
deliver on the objectives for rural Ireland in 
the National Planning Framework. This is 
demonstrated through:the relevance of the 
proposals to one or more of the National 
Strategic Outcomes of Project Ireland 2040; 
the extent to which proposals are collabora-
tive in nature, gaining the buy-in of relevant 
stakeholders; the strategic vision set out in 
proposals and their consistency with Coun-
ty Development Plans, Local Economic and 
Community Plans, Regional Spatial and   
Economic Strategies, etc.; the additionality 
and value for money delivered by propos-
als; and the demonstration of a sustainable 
impact on the social or economic develop-
ment of rural communities.

DRCD partial funding to 10 local au-
thorities to support the employment of 
Atlantic   Economic Corridor Officers

The full year payment from this 
Department for each Atlantic 
Economic Corridor Officer 
would be €30,000. 

These payments are allocated on the basis 
of these Local Authorities being part of the 
Atlantic Economic Corridor. The amount 
paid in 2018 however, will be on a pro-rata 
basis starting from the date that the Local 
Authority designated an official to be an 
Atlantic Economic Corridor Officer. The 
local authorities in the AEC are – Donegal 
County Council, Leitrim County Council, 
Sligo County Council, Roscommon County 
Council, Mayo County Council, Galway 
County Council, Galway City Council, 
Clare County Council, Limerick City and 
County Council, Kerry County Council.

Demonstration Project Payments  €106,500 Successful Demonstration Projects would 
aim to improve mobile phone and broad-
band connectivity and services in rural 
Ireland and support economic and social 
development in all regions. 

Digital  Innovation Programme 1.0  €453,800 The DIP is designed to encourage local 
authority led projects that support digi-
tal development. Projects will promote, 
support, or otherwise advance at least one 
of the seven pillars of digital maturity. 
Projects will provide innovative digital so-
lutions to local issues, or identify solutions 
to digital deficits and should be scalable 
and replicable by other local authorities. An 
Evaluation Panel was held to assess each 
project and to select successful projects, in 
line with the scheme criteria.
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Name of Grant/Funding   scheme 
operated

Value (in 2018 unless stated): Allocation criteria:

Capital Funding for Social Enterprises 
Under Dormant Accounts Fund

 €2 million Grants available for capital projects through 
open competitive application process to ex-
isting social enterprises that have been op-
erating minimum 18 months. All applicants 
are appraised using a number of selection 
criteria and must: Demonstrate how the 
project will meet the objectives and prin-
ciples of Dormant Accounts Fund;Identify 
and evidence the need for the project; 
Demonstrate the value for money in terms 
of cost and the social and economic benefits 
of the project; Demonstrate organisational 
capacity managing public funding and 
managing the delivery of projects, and be 
able to evidence the financial governance 
and controls are in place

LEADER  €250 million over the period 
2014-2020

All projects funded by LEADER must be in 
line with the Local Development Strategy 
(LDS) for each of the 29 sub-regional areas 
and are selected by Local Action Groups 
established in each area. 

LCDC Additional Staff Resources 
(payments by DRCD to Local Au-
thorities)

 €1,989,473.35 This relates to a funding contribution from 
this Department towards the cost of addi-
tional staff to support the community func-
tion in local authorities. It is expected that 
these posts will continue to support the new 
Local Community Development Committee 
arrangements and the   implementation of 
Local Economic and Community Plans in 
particular. 

SICAP  €190 million over period 2018-
2022, 38.027m in 2018

Funding is allocated to Local Community 
Development Committees who in turn fund 
contracted Programme Implementers. A  
methodology using the Pobal-Hasse depri-
vation index is used to allocate funding.

Community   Enhancement Pro-
gramme

 €12.5 million The Programme provides capital funding 
to communities across Ireland to enhance 
facilities in disadvantaged areas. It ad-
dresses disadvantage as identified in each 
area’s Local Economic and Community 
Plan. A methodology using the Pobal-Hasse 
deprivation index and census data is used to 
allocate the funding to each  Local Author-
ity area, and it is then administered locally 
by the Local Community Development 
Committees.

Grants to animal welfare groups for 
rehoming or welfare of dogs 

 €80,000 Funding is provided to animal welfare 
groups to support them in work such as 
their ongoing neutering and re-homing pro-
grammes. This is consistent with Section 33 
of the Control of   Dogs Act, 1986. 

Libraries ICT Funding  €5,750,000 Allocation based on applications received 
from Local Authorities. 

Libraries Lease Payments  €782,098 Circular LSS 05/09 stated that the libraries 
in receipt of a 50% library lease subsidy as 
of 31 December 2008 would continue at the 
current rate or lower.
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Name of Grant/Funding   scheme 
operated

Value (in 2018 unless stated): Allocation criteria:

Libraries   Capital Programme c.€1 million The Libraries Capital Building Programme 
committed almost €29m to 19 capital 
projects and the roll-out of My Open Li-
brary. Allocations were based on available 
funding, population of the catchment area, 
size and capacity of existing library and 
readiness to proceed. 

Community Services Programme 
(CSP)

 €44 million The CSP supports around 400 community 
organisations to provide local services 
through a social enterprise model with 
funding provided as a contribution to the 
cost of a manager and an agreed number of 
full-time equivalent positions.

Scheme to Support National Organisa-
tions

 €16,660,913 over the period 
2016-2019

The Scheme to Support National Organi-
sations in the Community and Voluntary 
Sector (SSNO) is a key element of the 
State’s support for the role of the sector in 
contributing to the development of strong 
and vibrant civil society and in improving 
outcomes for those most disadvantaged. 
This scheme provides multi-annual funding 
towards core costs of national organisations 
in the sector, with a focus on organisations 
that provide supports to those who are 
disadvantaged.

 Seniors Alert Scheme  €5,456,500 Since September 2015, personal monitored 
alarms for vulnerable older people are 
funded through Pobal and made available 
through community, voluntary and not-for-
profit organisations registered with Pobal 
under the Seniors Alert Scheme. Funding is 
made available by this Department. 

  CLÁR  €11.8m CLÁR (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) a 
targeted investment programme for rural 
areas. The programme provides funding for 
small scaleinfrastructural projects in disad-
vantaged rural areas that have experienced 
significant levels of de-population. Applica-
tions from Local Authorities and voluntary 
groups under the 2018 CLÁR programme 
were assessed to determine whether they 
were eligible under the scheme criteria.

Town and Village Renewal Scheme  €21.3m Applications from Local Authorities for the 
2018 Town and Village Renewal Scheme 
wereassessed by my officials to deter-
mine whether they were eligible under the 
scheme criteria, and whether all necessary 
supporting documentation, as required in 
the guidelines, was provided with fund-
ing allocated taking into consideration the 
funding available in the Department.

 Local Improvement Scheme  €20.8 million County allocations under the 2018 LIS 
programme were calculated taking intocon-
sideration the funding available and the size 
of the county. In addition, a minimum allo-
cation of €250,000 and a maximum cap of 
€1 million were applied in the distribution 
model. The selection of the roads to benefit 
under the scheme is entirely a matter for the 
relevant County Councils to decide, in line 
with the scheme criteria.
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Name of Grant/Funding   scheme 
operated

Value (in 2018 unless stated): Allocation criteria:

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure 
Scheme (ORIS) 2018 & 2017

€9.9m (2018 Measures 1 and 3);  
€2.2m (2017 M2)

Applications from Local Authorities, Lo-
cal Development Companies and State 
Agencies under the 2018 ORIS programme 
were assessed by my officials to deter-
mine whether they were eligible under the 
scheme criteria, and whether all necessary 
supporting documentation, as required in 
the guidelines, was provided with fund-
ing allocated taking into consideration the 
funding available in the Department and the 
quality of the applications received

 Walks Scheme  €1.8 million Funding is allocated to landholders on ap-
proved walks based on the number of hours 
work required on the section of walks as 
agreed with the Rural Recreation Officer, 
subject to a maximum of 200 hours work. 
The value of these hours is calculated with 
reference to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine’s own Labour Rate.

 Tidy Towns  €1.4 million The TidyTowns Grant is administered by 
Pobal on behalf of the Department, to be 
eligible for the TidyTowns Grant, Tidy-
Towns Committees would have had to enter 
the SuperValu TidyTowns Competition in 
the last 3 years, 2018, 2017 & 2016, and 
entitlement to the grant will be paid based 
on what population category they are in. 

06/12/2018WRK04700Fuel Allowance Eligibility

06/12/2018WRK04800253. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the way in which the fuel allowance is calculated; if consideration is given to finan-
cial hardship in cases in which means might be in excess of the allowable limit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [51227/18]

06/12/2018WRK04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €630 each year) from 
October to April, to over 372,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €227 million 
in 2018.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The 
allowance represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended 
to meet those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household. 

The criteria for fuel allowance are framed in order to direct the limited resources available 
to my Department in as targeted a manner as possible.  Therefore to receive the fuel allowance 
a person must be in receipt of a qualifying payment from my Department and also have satisfied 
a means test.  

Fuel allowance can only be paid if the qualifying criteria are met and cannot be paid on a 
discretionary basis.  However, under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, exceptional 
needs payments may be made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are un-
able to meet out of their own resources, and this may include exceptional heating costs.  Deci-
sions on such payments are made on a case-by-case basis.

The best way to tackle fuel poverty in the long term is to improve the energy efficiency of 
the dwelling.  My Department works with the Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment on these issues and in moving forward the actions agreed in the Energy Af-
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fordability Strategy.  In that regard, the Better Energy Homes scheme provides support towards 
the installation of attic and wall insulation, and heating system upgrades.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRK05000Social Welfare Code

06/12/2018WRK05100254. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the steps she is taking to make changes to the habitual residence condition for return-
ing emigrants in view of a recent report (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [51235/18]

06/12/2018WRK05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department makes every effort to ensure consistency in the application of the habitual residence 
guidelines.  The guidelines, although drafted for Departmental decision-makers, are published 
online.  They offer comprehensive guidance on the most appropriate course of action when ap-
plying the criteria with respect to habitual residence. 

They include specific guidance relating to returning migrants or those resuming previous 
residence in the State.  This includes the arrangements made by the Department with the reg-
istered charity Safe Home to assist with any difficulties Irish emigrants may have in satisfying 
the provisions with respect to habitual residence.  

In addition, training in the assessment of the provisions with respect of habitual residence is 
available to all decision-makers within my Department.  The training places a strong emphasis 
on case studies and the previous experiences of the participants. 

The Department has an information leaflet (SW108), which outlines the key issues with 
respect to the habitual residence provisions and their application, as well as a Q&A and further 
contact information. 

The Citizens Information Board, under the auspices of my Department, provides a compre-
hensive and readily accessible guide to the provisions with respect to habitual residence.

Each assistance claim receives a determination in relation to the Habitual Residence Condi-
tion in its own right and a decision is based on application of the legislation and guidelines to 
the particular individual circumstances of each case.  The determination of a person’s habitual 
residence is made in accordance with five factors which are set out in legislation, as follows:

(a) the length and continuity of residence in the State or in any other particular country;

(b) the length and purpose of any absence from the State;

(c) the nature and pattern of the person’s employment;

(d) the person’s main centre of interest, and

(e) the future intentions of the person concerned as they appear from all the circumstances.

These five factors have been derived from European Court of Justice case law, and are gen-
erally sufficient to enable the deciding officer to determine whether a person’s present circum-
stances in Ireland indicate a temporary visit or habitual residence.

In addition to a review of any decision by my Department, claimants can also appeal to the 
Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  This Office functions independently of the Department 
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and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions on social welfare entitlements. 

My Department will continue to monitor the application of the guidelines to ensure consis-
tency in their implementation.

06/12/2018WRK05300Illness Benefit Payments

06/12/2018WRK05400255. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if an outstanding adult dependant allowance relating to a claim for illness benefit by a per-
son (details supplied) will issue in view of the fact that the person has completed and submitted 
the application relating to the spouse on two occasions; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [51238/18]

06/12/2018WRK05500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Qualified Adult allowance increase for the person concerned 
has been processed and arrears owing to him for this allowance have been issued.

The Illness Benefit claim is medically certified up to the 2nd December 2018 and now fully 
paid up to the 1st December 2018.   

If the person concerned remains ill and unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be 
submitted to the Department as soon as possible in order for further payments to issue.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRK05600State Pension (Contributory) Eligibility

06/12/2018WRK05700256. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if the case of a person (details supplied) will be examined; the reason her Department does not 
inform persons in the years prior to their retirement age that they may fail to qualify for the 
pension without additional contributions paid or voluntary; if such advanced warning will be 
provided in the future; the reason credited contributions and discounted years in the homemak-
ers scheme do not count towards or are credited when calculating the minimum 520 contribu-
tions; and her plans to allow applicants use credited contributions or receive some credits for 
homemaker years in future changes to the contributory scheme. [51253/18]

06/12/2018WRK05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
social insurance record of the person concerned is currently under review and my Department’s 
Central Records Section will contact the person directly with the outcome of that review when 
complete. 

State pension entitlements, contributory and no-contributory, are assessed on the basis of the 
eligibility conditions applicable on the date an applicant reaches pension age.  For that reason 
is it not possible to predict future state pension entitlements, or comment on individual pension 
planning enquiries, as the qualifying conditions at the time a person reaches pension age may 
be different.  That said, it is likely that state pension (contributory) entitlement will continue to 
directly relate to the nature and extent of a person’s social insurance record. 

The Department’s website www.welfare.ie provides a comprehensive suite of information 
in relation to current state pension entitlements, including a range of frequently asked ques-
tions.  Information is also available from my Department’s offices and from Citizens Informa-
tion Services.
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It is advisable that all contributors maintain their social insurance record as fully as possible 
over their working life.  It is open to contributors to request a copy of their social insurance 
record from the Department at any time.  In addition to seeking the record through normal 
postal means, a person can also access their social insurance record in real time online where 
they have a verified MyGovID account.  Information on getting a verified MyGovID account is 
available on www.mygovid.ie. 

In April 2012, the number of paid contributions required to qualify for a state pension (con-
tributory) increased from 260 to 520.  While this change only took effect in 2012, it was sig-
nalled well in advance.  In 1993, “Developing the National Pension System - Final Report of 
the National Pensions Board” was published, and recommended that the number of paid contri-
butions required to qualify for a contributory pension should be increased to 520 contributions, 
in recognition of the expansion of PRSI coverage over the decades.  The necessary legislation 
to effect this recommendation was contained in Section 12 of the Social Welfare Act 1997, 
which provided for the implementation of the change in two stages, with the paid contribution 
requirement being standardised at 260 from 2002 (5 years after its introduction in law), and ris-
ing to 520 from April 2012 (15 years after its introduction in law).  There are no plans to remove 
this minimum requirement of 520 paid contributions for pension qualification purposes.  It is 
reasonable to require people who claim a contributory pension to have made at least 10 years 
paid contributions into the Social Insurance Fund which finances that pension, over 50 years of 
working age life.  Having 520 paid contributions alone does not qualify a person for maximum 
rate pension.  The current homemakers (disregard) scheme and (various) credited contributions 
can assist applicants achieve a higher rate of payment, but cannot be used to meet the qualifying 
conditions for state pension (contributory).   

Those who do not satisfy the qualifying conditions for contributory pension, because they 
have paid few or no contributions into the Social Insurance Fund, may instead qualify for State 
Pension (non-contributory). This is a means-tested payment (based on their share of household 
means), with the maximum payment set at 95% of the state  pension (contributory) rate.

The Government plans to put in place a new Total Contributions Approach for all new 
pensioners from 2020.  Under a “Total Contributions Approach”, a set total of social insurance 
contributions paid and credited will be required to qualify for a maximum rate state pension 
(contributory) and people with less than this set total will receive a pro-rata entitlement.  This 
approach was subject to a recent public consultation.  The analysis of that consultation is almost 
finalised and when complete, will help inform a proposal to go to Government on the future 
total contributions approach for new pensioners from 2020. 

An interim total contributions approach for post-September 2012 pensioners on reduced 
contributory pensions is provided for in the Social Welfare, Pension and Civil Registrations Bill 
2018.  This provides an opportunity for some of these pensioners to improve their current rate 
of payment under a new calculation method and allows for up to 20 years of HomeCaring Peri-
ods.  On enactment, over 79,000 existing pensioners, born on or after 1 September 1946,  will 
be reviewed under the new arrangements.  This work is expected to commence in January 2019.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRK05900Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/12/2018WRK06000257. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a carer’s allowance will be awarded to a person (details supplied). [51301/18]
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06/12/2018WRK06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 14 September 2018.

The application was referred to a local social welfare inspector (SWI) on 16 November 
2018 to assess all means and confirm that all the conditions for receipt of carer’s allowance are 
satisfied. 

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRK06200Illness Benefit Applications

06/12/2018WRK06300258. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an illness benefit claim by a person (details supplied) will be processed; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51310/18]

06/12/2018WRK06400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned for the period 
7th September 2018 to 11th October 2018 has been processed and all arrears owing to her have 
been issued. A final certificate was then received and as such the claim is now closed

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRK06500Illness Benefit Payments

06/12/2018WRK06600259. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an illness benefit claim by a person (details supplied) will go back into payment; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51311/18]

06/12/2018WRK06700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned has been put 
back into payment and all arrears owing to her have been issued.

The claim is medically certified up to the 13th May 2019 and has been paid up to the 12th 
December 2018. Illness Benefit payments will continue to automatically issue up to the certi-
fied date. 

If the person concerned remains ill and unfit for work after the 13th May 2019, a further 
medical certificate should be submitted to the Department prior to 13th May 2019 in order for 
further payments to issue.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRK06800Working Family Payment Applications
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06/12/2018WRK06900260. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of an application for a working family payment in respect of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51312/18]

06/12/2018WRK07000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is a weekly tax-free payment which provides additional in-
come support  to employees on low earnings with children.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 08 October 2018.  The 
applicant has been awarded WFP with effect from 11 October 2018 to 09 October 2019.

The first weekly payment and all arrears owing will issue to their nominated bank account 
on 06 December 2018.  The person concerned was notified on 04 December 2018 of this deci-
sion and of their right of review and appeal.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRK07100Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

06/12/2018WRK07200261. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when jobseeker’s allowance will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [51335/18]

06/12/2018WRK07300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned has no current  Jobseekers Allowance claim. Their previous claim ceased on 
the 17 April 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRL00200Disability Allowance Payments

06/12/2018WRL00300262. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason a person (details supplied) receives a reduced payment in respect of dis-
ability allowance and jobseeker’s allowance; if this case will be examined to ensure that the 
person receives the maximum entitlement for a single person; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [51337/18]

06/12/2018WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I can confirm that the person concerned is in receipt of disability 
allowance (DA) at the maximum personal rate payable for a single person.  If the gentleman’s 
circumstances have changed and he wishes to have his claim reviewed, he may apply in writing 
to the disability allowance section, Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection, 
Ballinalee Road, Longford.

DA and jobseekers allowance (JA) cannot be paid simultaneously. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRL00500Employment Rights

06/12/2018WRL00600263. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the way in which entitlement to unpaid wages can be addressed in the case of a per-
son (details supplied); if provision will be made for restitution; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [51338/18]

06/12/2018WRL00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ire-
land has a comprehensive suite of employment rights legislation. We have a well-resourced 
labour inspectorate, which forms part of the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC). In ad-
dition, where an individual believes they are being deprived of employment rights applicable 
to employees, they may refer a complaint to the WRC where the matter can be dealt with by 
way of mediation or adjudication leading to a decision enforceable through the District Court.

The Payment of Wages Act 1991 establishes a range of rights for all employees in relation to 
payment of wages, one of which is protection against unlawful deductions from wages.

The Payment of Wages Act provides that, where an employee considers that there may 
have been a contravention of the Act, the employee may submit a complaint to the Workplace 
Relations Commission (WRC) within 6 months of the date of the alleged contravention. The 
Workplace Relations Customer Service Section of the WRC provides information on employ-
ees’ rights and how to obtain redress if an employee considers that their employment rights 
may have been infringed. They can be contacted at Lo-call: 1890 80 80 90 or via its website 
www.workplacerelations.ie. The Single Complaint Form for submitting complaints regarding 
breaches of employment rights is also available at www.workplacerelations.ie.   An explanatory 
booklet on the Payment of Wages Act is also available on that website.

06/12/2018WRL00800Illness Benefit Applications

06/12/2018WRL00900264. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when illness benefit will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [51339/18]

06/12/2018WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Department administers the Illness Benefit scheme to those 
customers who cannot work because they are sick or ill provided they are covered by the ap-
propriate class of social insurance (PRSI) and satisfy the PRSI conditions.

Unfortunately no Illness Benefit claim has been received from the person concerned.

An application form (IB1) for Illness Benefit has issued to the person concerned and when 
that is completed and returned the claim will be processed.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRL01100Fuel Allowance Applications

06/12/2018WRL01200265. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when fuel allowance is likely to become available to a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [51343/18]

06/12/2018WRL01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Fuel allowance is a means-tested payment intended to help householders on long-term social 
welfare payments with their heating costs during the winter season.  
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The applicant must satisfy the main eligibility conditions which include being in receipt of a 
qualifying payment,  satisfying a means test and living alone or with other qualifying person(s).  

As the spouse of the person concerned is not considered as a qualifying person for the pur-
poses of fuel allowance, their application was disallowed.  The person was notified in writing 
of this decision on 16 June 2018.  

If the person’s circumstances change, it is open to them to re-apply for fuel allowance.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRL01400Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRL01500266. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by her 
Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51372/18]

06/12/2018WRL01600267. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of Acts passed since March 2011 that her Department is responsible for; the 
date each act was signed into law in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51388/18]

06/12/2018WRL01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 266 and 267 together.

My Department has responsibility for the legislation underpinning the social welfare code, 
occupational and private pensions, civil registration and gender recognition, redundancy and 
employer’s insolvency, employment rights and the Citizens Information Board.

Sixteen Acts relating to these matters have been enacted since March 2011, as set out in the 
following table.   No post-enactment reports have been published to date.

 Title of Act  Date of Enactment
Social Welfare Act 2017 23 December 2017
Social Welfare Act 2016 19 December 2016
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2015 16 December 2015
Gender Recognition Act 2015 22 July 2015
Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2015

06 May 2015

Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2) Act 
2014

25 December 2014

Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014 04 December 2014
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2014 17 July 2014
Social Welfare and Pensions (No. 2)   Act 
2013

25 December 2013

Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2013 09 November 2013
Social Welfare and Pensions (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2013

28 June 2013

Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2012 26 December 2012
Social Welfare Act 2012 21 December 2012
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 Title of Act  Date of Enactment
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2012 01 May 2012
Social Welfare Act 2011 19 December 2011
Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2011 29 June 2011

06/12/2018WRL01900Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRL02000268. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the grant and funding schemes operated by her Department; the value of each scheme; and 
the basis or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51404/18]

06/12/2018WRL02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
part of its remit to provide information, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection administers a grant funding scheme known as the Grants Scheme for the Development 
and Promotion of Information and Welfare Rights.   

In 2018, funding provided for the scheme amounts to €690,000.

The primary criterion specifies that any grant paid under the scheme is to be used to assist 
organisations in the provision of information on social services and in particular, social welfare 
services.

In 2018 three organisations benefitted from funding allocated under the scheme.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRL02200Workplace Discrimination

06/12/2018WRL02300269. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the steps being taken to reduce inequality in the workplace; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [51415/18]

06/12/2018WRL02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
question is appropriate to the Minister for Justice and Equality who has policy responsibility for 
employment equality legislation and inequality in the workplace. 

The Employment Equality Acts 1998-2015 outlaw discrimination in a wide range of em-
ployment and employment-related areas. These include recruitment and promotion; equal pay; 
working conditions; training or experience; dismissal and harassment including sexual harass-
ment. The legislation defines discrimination as treating one person in a less favourable way than 
another person based on any of the following 9 grounds:

- Gender: this means man, woman or transsexual

- Civil status: includes single, married, separated, divorced, widowed people, civil partners 
and former civil partners

- Family status: this refers to the parent of a person under 18 years or the resident primary 
carer or parent of a person with a disability

- Sexual orientation: includes gay, lesbian, bisexual and heterosexual

- Religion: means religious belief, background, outlook or none
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- Age: this does not apply to a person aged under 16

- Disability: includes people with physical, intellectual, learning, cognitive or emotional 
disabilities and a range of medical conditions

- Race: includes race, skin colour, nationality or ethnic origin

- Membership of the Traveller community

The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission and the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion are two separate organisations that work to ensure equality at work.

The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) is a statutory body set up to 
provide information to the public on human rights and equality legislation. The IHREC can also 
act as an advocate on behalf of individuals and support them in defending their rights under the 
Employment Equality Acts, including the provision of legal assistance. It operates under the 
aegis of the Department of Justice and Equality.

The Workplace Relations Commission is the place to bring a discrimination claim under the 
Employment Equality Acts 1998-2015.  It investigates or mediates claims of unlawful discrimi-
nation under equality legislation, and it operates under the aegis of the Department of Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation.

06/12/2018WRL02500Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme Eligibility

06/12/2018WRL02600270. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the way in which the back to school clothing and footwear allowance is calculated; 
if consideration is given to financial hardship in cases in which means may be in excess of the 
allowable limit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51428/18]

06/12/2018WRL02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
back to school clothing and footwear allowance (BSCFA) scheme provides a once-off payment 
to eligible families to assist with the costs of clothing and footwear when children start or return 
to school each autumn.  The Government provided €49.5 million for the scheme in 2018 which 
operates from June to September.

The payment rates for the 2018 scheme were €125 for eligible children aged 4 to 11 years 
and €250 for children aged over 12 years and attending secondary school.   

In general, the allowance is payable in respect of eligible children between the ages of 4 and 
17 in respect of whom a qualified child allowance is being paid and eligible children between 
the ages of 18 and 22 who are in full-time second level education and in respect of whom a 
qualified child allowance is being paid.  

To qualify for BSCFA a person must meet a number of conditions namely:  

- The child must meet the age criteria.  

- The applicant must be in receipt of a qualifying payment and getting an increase in that 
payment for the qualified child (except in certain circumstances).  

- The assessable income for the household must be within prescribed limits. 

- The applicant and the child (or children) in respect of whom the allowance is claimed must 
be resident in the State.  
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There are no current plans to amend the eligibility criteria for BSCFA.  Any changes to the 
scheme would have to be considered in a budgetary context and within the scope of the overall 
resources available for welfare improvements. 

Applications which are outside the terms of the BSCFA scheme will not qualify for payment 
under the BSCFA scheme. However, individuals who are refused a BSCFA payment may be 
considered for exceptional needs payments (ENP) under the supplementary welfare allowance 
scheme by the officers administering this scheme in the normal way.   

Any persons who consider that they have an entitlement to an exceptional needs payment 
should contact the Department’s Community Welfare Service.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRL02800Back to Education Allowance Applications

06/12/2018WRL02900271. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason for the refusal of a back to education allowance in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51448/18]

06/12/2018WRL03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned made an application for the Back to Education Allowance(B.T.E) which was 
refused based on the information provided.  A request for a review by the person concerned was 
received, and the application was referred to an independent  Case Officer. The outcome of the 
review found there were no grounds to change the recommendation. 

Intreo Centre staff have sought to advise the customer and remain available to assist him. 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRL03100Commencement of Legislation

06/12/2018WRL03200272. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason for the ongoing delay in fully commencing the Children and Family Relation-
ships Act 2015; if her attention has been drawn to the impact and distress the long delay in com-
mencing the delayed parts of the Act is having on affected families; the timescale to complete 
the relevant work to allow for commencement in view of the fact that numerous deadlines have 
been missed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51462/18]

06/12/2018WRL03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Certain sections in Part 9 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 provide for the 
registration and re-registration of the birth of a donor-conceived child. The current position 
is that these sections need to be amended, to correct technical errors, and have yet to be com-
menced. I am aware of the impact that this is having on affected families, and of the pressing 
need to proceed with commencement as quickly as possible. My intention is to correct these 
technical errors by means of Committee Stage amendments to the Social Welfare, Pensions and 
Civil Registration Bill 2017, which I hope to see taken early in the new year.

Commencement of these provisions is also dependent on commencement of Parts 2 & 3 of 
the Act, which is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. In this regard, the Children and 
Family Relationships (Amendment) Bill 2018 was enacted on 24 July 2018. It was introduced 
to correct typographical and technical errors in the Children and Family Relationships Act 
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2015, which will facilitate the subsequent commencement of Parts 2 & 3 of the Act. There are 
important administrative and operational arrangements to be put in place to facilitate the imple-
mentation of Parts 2 & 3, including the establishment of the National Donor-Conceived Person 
Register and the appointment of authorised persons under the Act. I know that it is Minister for 
Health’s intention that Parts 2 & 3 of the Act will be commenced as soon as possible.

In order to progress this, officials from the General Register Office, the Department of Em-
ployment Affairs and Social Protection, and the Department of Health are working together to 
ensure that the appropriate legislative, regulatory, and operational, mechanisms are in place to 
allow for the earliest possible commencement of all of the relevant legislation that will allow 
for birth registrations of donor-conceived children.

06/12/2018WRL03400State Pension (Contributory) Data

06/12/2018WRL03500273. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of applicants for a State contributory pension since 2012 who have been refused a 
contributory pension due to the fact that they did not have 520 contributions; and the number of 
these who had over 260 contributions. [51471/18]

06/12/2018WRL03600274. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the number of applicants for the State contributory pension who failed to qualify due to the fact 
they did not have 520 contributions but they had over 260 but also failed to qualify for a non-
contributory pension due to means testing. [51472/18]

06/12/2018WRL03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 273 and 274 together.

According to the records of my Department, 12,003 applicants for state pension (contribu-
tory) have been disallowed because they did not satisfy the minimum paid contribution require-
ment of 520. Of these, 6,085 applicants have 260 or more contributions, but less than 520. 

The Department’s records indicate that 331 applicants disallowed state pension (contribu-
tory) since 2012 were disallowed state pension (non-contributory), as their weekly means ex-
ceeded the statutory limit. Of these, 192 applicants have 260 or more contributions but less than 
520.

In April 2012, the number of paid contributions required to qualify for state pension (con-
tributory) increased from 260 to 520.  The change, which took effect in 2012, was signalled 
well in advance.  In 1993,”Developing the National Pension System - Final Report of the Na-
tional Pensions Board” was published, and it recommended that the number of paid contribu-
tions required to qualify for a contributory pension should be increased to 520 contributions, in 
recognition of the expansion of PRSI coverage over the decades.  

The necessary legislation to effect this recommendation was contained in Section 12 of the 
Social Welfare Act 1997, which provided for the implementation of the change in two stages, 
with the paid contribution requirement being standardised at 260 from 2002 (5 years after its 
introduction in law), and rising to 520 from April 2012 (15 years after its introduction in law).  
It is reasonable to require people who seek a contributory pension to have made at least 10 years 
paid contributions into the Social Insurance Fund, which finances contributory pensions, over 
50 years of working age life.

Those who do not satisfy the qualifying conditions for contributory pension, because they 
have paid few or no contributions into the Social Insurance Fund, may instead qualify for State 
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Pension (non-contributory). This is a means-tested payment (based on their share of household 
means), with the maximum payment set at 95% of the state  pension (contributory) rate.

The Government plans to put in place a new Total Contributions Approach for all new 
pensioners from 2020.  Under a “Total Contributions Approach”, a set total of social insurance 
contributions paid and credited will be required to qualify for a maximum rate state pension 
(contributory) and people with less than this set total will receive a pro-rata entitlement.  This 
approach was subject to a recent public consultation.  The analysis of that consultation is almost 
finalised and when complete, will help inform a proposal to go to Government on the future 
total contributions approach for new pensioners from 2020. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/12/2018WRL03900Community Employment Schemes Administration

06/12/2018WRL04000275. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection her views on a community employment scheme (details supplied) in County Kerry; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [51486/18]

06/12/2018WRL04100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Work Schemes such as Community Employment (CE) are positive initiatives that enable long-
term unemployed to make a contribution to their communities whilst upskilling themselves 
for prospective future employment. However it is important to note that participation on these 
schemes is intended to be for a temporary fixed-term and the positions offered are not full-time 
sustainable jobs. Participation limits are set on these schemes to allow for the maximum utilisa-
tion of places amongst qualifying persons. 

The welcome increase in the number of people at work and the continued reduction in Live 
Register numbers is a factor in recruitment to all work programmes. In this regard, the Depart-
ment has implemented a number of changes to the terms and conditions of participation on CE, 
the purpose of which is to broaden the availability to a greater number of people on the Live 
Register and to standardise other conditions around the length of time a person can participate 
on a programme. 

The Department is very mindful of the large number of work programme places involved 
in service delivery and other valuable services around the country. In this regard if any scheme 
is experiencing particular recruitment difficulties, they should contact their local Department 
Intreo Centre for assistance.

06/12/2018WRL04200Social and Affordable Housing Provision

06/12/2018WRL04300276. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment further to Parliamentary Question No. 631 of 27 November 2018, if the project has a 
full local authority in-house design team; if not, if the project has in-house architectural services 
and has outsourced the remaining design team externally; the potential local authority fees on 
this project at each stage through to construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51244/18]

06/12/2018WRL04400278. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment further to Parliamentary Question No. 631 of 27 November 2018, the amount to date 
of staged transfer of funds to the local authority relating to this housing project; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [51284/18]

06/12/2018WRL04500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 276 and 278 together.

My Department approved funding of €1.1m for this scheme in July 2018 and it is now a 
matter for Wicklow County Council to progress the scheme to construction. Architectural and 
Assigned Certifier Services for this project were provided by the local authority while other 
services were externally resourced and appointed.  

Funding in relation to in-house professional services for new social housing build projects is 
based on a percentage of the construction costs excluding VAT and is stage payable as follows:

i. 5% on Stage 1 approval

ii. 20% on Stage 2 approval

iii. 40% on Stage 3 approval

iv. 7.5% on Stage 4 approval

v. 25% over the construction period 

vi. 2.5% on Department sign-off of the final account.

A total of €307,639.25 has been provided to date to the Council in respect of fees, site costs 
and local authority administration costs.

06/12/2018WRL04600Traveller Accommodation

06/12/2018WRL04700277. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans to include Traveller specific accommodation developments in the quarterly so-
cial housing construction pipeline report. [51252/18]

06/12/2018WRL04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department publishes a quarterly Social Housing Construction Status Report, which provides 
information on the status of many of the various social housing new build projects underway 
nationally.  The report includes details of schemes being progressed by the local authorities and 
Approved Housing Bodies. 

 A dedicated budget is in place to fund the delivery of Traveller-specific accommodation, 
based on the requirements identified in the local Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs).  
The funding supports the delivery of various types of accommodation including group housing, 
halting sites and the refurbishment of existing units.  

In line with the commitment in Rebuilding Ireland, and reflecting the disappointing level 
of overall funding drawdown in recent years,  in 2017 the Housing Agency commissioned a 
review of funding for Traveller-specific accommodation to date.  This review had regard to tar-
gets contained in local authority TAPs and actual delivery, the current status of accommodation 
funded and funding provided for accommodation maintenance and other supports.  Following 
its consideration of the review, the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee 
recommended that an Independent Expert Group be established to examine and make recom-
mendations on issues regarding Traveller accommodation policy, strategy and implementation.  
The work of this Expert Group is now underway with a report from the Group expected early 
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in 2019.  

 In the context of this work, my Department will also review the reporting arrangements on 
the delivery of Traveller-specific accommodation.

Question No. 278 answered with Question No. 276.

06/12/2018WRL05000Local Authority Housing

06/12/2018WRL05100279. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if funding will be provided for Louth County Council to carry out repairs to 91 homes as 
reported (details supplied). [51285/18]

06/12/2018WRL05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
understand that it is not the case that there are 91 existing social homes that are vacant and in 
need of funding to allow them to be re-let by Louth County Council.  In fact, the majority of the 
91 properties referred to have been acquired by Louth County Council under the Buy & Renew 
Scheme and are being upgraded so they can be let for the first time as new social housing.  The 
costs related to both the acquisition of vacant private properties and their remediation as new 
social homes under the Buy & Renew Scheme, are fully funded by my Department.

With regard to vacancies and the re-letting of existing social homes, responsibility for the 
management and maintenance of local authority housing stock lies with each individual local 
authority, under Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  However, my Department recognises the 
importance of bringing vacant stock back to use as quickly as possible at a time of significant 
housing need.  Through focused measures such as the voids programme, Exchequer funding is 
provided to local authorities to remediate their vacant housing stock over and above the Coun-
cil’s own investment.

I understand that a minority of the 91 properties referred to are existing social homes that 
have become vacant.  These have not been the subject of a funding application to my Depart-
ment and I understand that Louth County Council was using its own resources to repair and 
re-let such properties as part of the normal management of their social housing stock but do not 
have a sufficient funding provision to cover this work.  I hope that the Council will make provi-
sion in its 2019 Budget for an increased level of funding for the maintenance of the Council’s 
housing stock next year. 

My Department is now in dialogue with Louth County Council regarding the existing va-
cant social homes and it is open to the Council to seek funding support, if required, for refur-
bishment works to be carried out before the homes are re-let.  I am also keen to see the proper-
ties acquired by Louth County Council under the Buy & Renew Scheme refurbished and made 
available as new social housing as soon as possible and funding is available from my Depart-
ment for this purpose. 

06/12/2018WRL05300Local Authority Housing Mortgages

06/12/2018WRL05400280. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of loans applied for through Louth and Meath county councils’ home purchase 
scheme to date in 2018; and the final amount approved in each county following the applica-
tions. [51322/18]

06/12/2018WRL05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
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My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local authority 
loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns.  Information up to Q2 2018, includ-
ing in relation to number and value of mortgage drawdowns, is available on the Department’s 
website at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-loans-
and-profile-borrowers/local-authority-loan-activity, and this information will be updated on a 
quarterly basis as additional data is compiled.

In addition, the Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses loan ap-
plications that are made to the local authorities and makes recommendations to the authorities 
as to whether loans should be offered to applicants.  I have asked the Agency to centrally com-
pile figures on the numbers of applications that it has assessed and recommended for approval. 

The most recent figures, as at the end of November, for Louth and Meath, are provided in 
the following table.

Local Authority    Applications Received Recommended to approve 
by Housing Agency   

Louth County Council    67    29    
Meath County Council    185    115    
Each local authority must have in place a credit committee and it is a matter for the com-

mittee to make the final decision on applications for loans, in accordance with the regulations, 
having regard to the recommendations made by the Housing Agency.

06/12/2018WRL05600Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRL05700281. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by his 
Department since March 2011, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51376/18]

06/12/2018WRL05800282. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the number of Acts passed since March 2011 that his Department is responsible for; the 
date each act was signed into law in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[51392/18]

06/12/2018WRL05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 281 and 282 together.

39 Acts, for which my Department had responsibility, were passed in the period since 2011. 
Details are set out in the following table, including the date that each Act was signed into law.  
Some of these Acts, or parts of certain Acts, are no longer the responsibility of my Department 
due to subsequent changes in the functional responsibilities of Departments.

 My Department has not published any post-enactment reports since March 2011.

YEAR TITLE OF ACT DATE SIGNED INTO LAW
2011 Electoral (Amendment) Act - No. 14 

of 2011
25th July 2011

2011 Environment (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act - No. 20 of 2011

2nd August 2011
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YEAR TITLE OF ACT DATE SIGNED INTO LAW
2011 Local Government (Household 

Charge) Act - No. 36 of 2011
19th December 2011

2012 Water Servies (Amendment) Act - 
No. 2 of 2012

2nd February 2012

2012 Motor Vehicle (Duties and Licenc-
es) Act - No. 10 of 2012

2nd April 2012

2012 Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act - No. 17 of 2012

8th June 2012

2012 Dormant Accounts (Amendment) 
Act - No. 23 of 2012

11th July 2012

2012 Electoral (Amendment) Act - No. 27 
of 2012

18th July 2012

2012 Electoral (Amendment) Political 
Funding Act - No. 36 to 2012

28th July 2012

2013 Water Services Act - No. 6 of 2013 20th March 2013
2013 Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Con-

stituencies) Act - No. 7 of 2013
20th March 2013

2013 Motor Vehicle (Duties and Licenc-
es) Act - No. 9 of 2013

28th March 2013

2013 Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act - 
No. 16 of 2013

4th June 2013

2013 Housing (Amendment) Act - No. 22 
of 2013

2nd July 2013

2013 Electoral, Local Government and 
Planning and Development Act - 
No. 27 of 2013

22nd July 2013

2013 Water Services (No. 2) Act - No. 50 
of 2013

25th December 2013

2013 Pyrite Resolution Act - No. 51 of 
2013

25th December 2013

2014 Local Government Reform Act 
2014 - No. 1 of 2014

27th January 2014

2014 European Parliament Elections 
(Amendment) Act 2014 - No. 2 of 
2014

5th February 2014

2014 Electoral (Amendment) Act 2014 - 
No. 8 of 2014

16th April 2014

2014 Radiological Protection (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2014 - No. 20 
of 2014

23rd July 2014

2014 Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2014 - No. 21 of 2014

28th July 2014

2014 Electoral (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 
2014 - No. 24 of 2014

26th July 2014

2014 Water Services Act 2014 - No. 44 of 
2014

28th December 2014
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YEAR TITLE OF ACT DATE SIGNED INTO LAW
2015 Environment (Miscellaneous Provi-

sions) Act 2015 - No. 29 of 2015
27th July 2015

2015 Urban Regeneration and Housing 
Act 2015 - No. 33 of 2015

28th July 2015

2015  Motor Vehicles (Duties and Licenc-
es) Act 2015 - No. 41 of 2015

2nd December 2015

2015  Residential Tenancies (Amend-
ment) Act 2015 - No. 42 of 2015

4th December 2015

2015 Climate Action and Low Carbon 
Development Act 2015 - No. 46 of 
2015

10th December 2015

2015 Dublin Docklands Development Au-
thority (Dissolution) Act 2015 - No. 
55 of 2015

24th December 2015

2015 Electoral (Amendment) Act 2015 - 
No. 62 of 2015

29th December 2015

2015 Planning and Development 
(Amendment) Act 2015 - No. 63 of 
2015

29th December 2015

2016 Electoral (Amendment) Act 2016 - 
No. 5 of 2016

25th July 2016

2016 Water Services (Amendment) Act 
2016 - No. 7 of 2016

26th July 2016

2016 Planning and Development (Hous-
ing) and Residential Tenancies Act 
2016 - No. 17 of 2016

23rd December 2016

2017 Planning and Development 
(Amendment) Act 2017  - No. 20 of 
2017

19th July 2017

2017 Water Services Act 2017  - No. 29 
of 2017

17th November 2017

2017 Electoral (Amendment) (Dáil Con-
stituencies) Act 2017 - No. 39 of 
2017

23rd December 2017

2018 Planning and Development 
(Amendment) Act 2018

19th July 2017

06/12/2018WRL06100Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRL06200283. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the grant and funding schemes operated by his Department; the value of each scheme; and 
the basis or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51408/18]

06/12/2018WRL06300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department has a wide and diverse business agenda which includes a range of social housing 
programmes under the Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan, private housing grants, the Local Infra-
structure Housing Activation Fund, funding of Irish Water, and the Local Government Fund, 
as well as a range of smaller scale programmes such as rural water schemes, fire services, fore-
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shore regulation, the electoral and planning systems, and Met Éireann.  The Revised Estimates 
for Public Services 2018, published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, 
gives an overview (at Vote 34) of the programmes within my Department’s remit; this is avail-
able on that Department’s website at the following link: https://www.per.gov.ie/en/rev/. If a 
more specific question is tabled relating to a particular area of funding from my Department, I 
will endeavour to provide the detailed information sought.

06/12/2018WRL06400Legislative Measures

06/12/2018WRL06500284. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number, date of publication and details of post-enactment reports published by her Department 
since March 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51369/18]

06/12/2018WRL06600285. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the number of Acts passed since March 2011 that her Department is responsible for; the date 
each act  was signed into law in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51385/18]

06/12/2018WRL06700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 284 and 285 together.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to those Acts passed by the Oireachtas 
in the time specified by the Deputy, for which my Department, is responsible is set out in the 
following table.  I am advised that Post-Enactment reports have not been published in respect 
of any of these acts.  

Name of Act Date Act signed into law 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2012 24 July 2012
Acht na Gaeltachta 2012 25 July 2012
National Cultural Institutions (National 
Concert Hall) Act 2015

10 December 2015

National Archives (Amendment) Act 2018* 14 June 2018
Heritage Act 2018 18 July 2018
*Act has not yet been commenced

06/12/2018WRL06900Departmental Schemes

06/12/2018WRL07000286. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
grant and funding schemes operated by her Department; the value of each scheme; and the basis 
or criteria used for the allocation of funding in respect of each scheme. [51401/18]

06/12/2018WRL07100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Both my 
Department and the bodies under its aegis operate a wide range of funding schemes in the areas 
of arts, culture and heritage.  Details of these schemes are made available on my Department’s 
website and the individual website of the bodies concerned.  

For the Deputy’s convenience a summary of the various funding areas and the links to de-
tailed information in respect of funding is set out in the following tables.  

Arts, Culture and Heritage Funding Schemes available from the Department
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Programme Area   Details available at:   
Arts Film and Investment   http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/information-

requests/freedom-of-information/foi-publi-
cations-scheme/services-provided-by-the-
department/arts-unit/#grantfunding

Cultural Policy and Institutions   http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/information-
requests/%20freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/services-%20
provided-by-the-department/cultural-policy-
and-institutions-unit/#grantfunding

Gaeltacht Support Schemes https://www.chg.gov.ie/gaeltacht/the-
gaeltacht/language-support-schemes-pro-
grammes/

Culture Ireland               http://www.cultureireland.ie/funding
Built Heritage &   Architectural Policy   http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/information-

requests/%20freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/%20services-pro-
vided-by-the-department/built-heritage-%20
and-architectural-policy-unit/#grantfunding

National Monuments Service   http://www.chg.gov.ie/about/informa-
tion-requests/freedom-of-information/
foi-publications-scheme/services-provid-
ed-by-the-department/national-monuments-
service/#grantfunding

Funding available from bodies under the aegis of the Department

Body Details available at:   
Arts Council    http://www.artscouncil.ie/funding/
Irish Film Board    http://www.irishfilmboard.ie/funding_pro-

grammes/
Heritage Council   http://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding
Údarás na Gaeltachta   http://www.udaras.ie/en/forbairt-pobail/

tionscnaimh-ealaion-chulturtha
Waterways Ireland   https://www.waterwaysireland.org/heritage-

grant
Foras na Gaeilge   http://www.forasnagaeilge.ie/sceimeanna-

maoinithe/

06/12/2018WRM00200Planning Issues

06/12/2018WRM00300287. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
details of the development application tracking system utilised by the NPWS for the purpose 
of assessing development applications on lands designated as special areas of conservation; 
the procedures to be followed with respect to the usage of the system; if the system and rules 
governing its usage are employed and implemented universally across all NPWS areas; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [51439/18]
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06/12/2018WRM00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In ac-
cordance with regulations under the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended, plan-
ning applications lodged with planning authorities that have the potential to impact on built, 
archaeological, or natural heritage must be referred to the Minister for Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht. The Minister is one of a number of such statutory consultees also known as pre-
scribed bodies.

In any such capacity, the Minister may make submissions or observations to assist the re-
sponsible authority in carrying out its functions, including consent functions, in compliance 
with various legislative and administrative requirements with respect to the conservation, pro-
tection and preservation of natural and built heritage.

My Department uses an internal IT system called the Development Application Tracking 
System to track development applications referred to my Department by the various authorities 
which may have an impact on the built and natural environment. The system is used to man-
age and co-ordinate observations and submissions on development applications made by the 
relevant professional streams within the built and natural heritage areas of my Department and 
to monitor and record any responses made to the planning and consent authorities.

Nominated users are granted authorisation to access the Development Applications Track-
ing System by the administrators within the Department and are trained in its use. The De-
velopment Applications Tracking System is an automated work flow system which replicates 
the planning process and streamlines business processes for optimal efficiency. It allows the 
Department to manage and monitor users and usage of the system. Depending on the type of 
development referred to the Department there is a workflow or routing set up within the system 
to manage the application through the internal review process. Users of the system are restricted 
to following that workflow process.

06/12/2018WRM00500National Parks and Wildlife Service Data

06/12/2018WRM00600288. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of firearms owned by the National Parks and Wildlife Service by each of the organisa-
tion’s eight regions and if each such weapon is registered to the NPWS, in tabular form; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [51440/18]

06/12/2018WRM00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, given the particular security considerations attached to firearms, the 
Department does not publish any details concerning the number of firearms held or their loca-
tions. Holding of firearms within the NPWS is in accordance with current Garda requirements.

06/12/2018WRM00800Firearms and Ammunition Security

06/12/2018WRM00900289. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
the 2017 audit of sensitive assets including firearms and ammunition report identified loss of 
weaponry and-or ammunition from armouries; if so, the number which were unaccounted for as 
identified by the report; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51441/18]

06/12/2018WRM01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As the 
Deputy will appreciate, given the particular security considerations attached to firearms, the 
Department does not publish any details concerning the number of firearms held or their loca-
tion.
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In 2017, my Department combined an audit of sensitive assets with a review of the Depart-
ment’s management procedures in respect of both firearms and ammunition. I am advised that 
no losses of weapons or ammunition were identified in that process.

06/12/2018WRM01100National Parks and Wildlife Service Staff

06/12/2018WRM01200290. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of conservation rangers employed by the NPWS at Glenveagh National Park for each 
of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51442/18]

06/12/2018WRM01300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
following table sets out the number of Conservation Rangers employed by the NPWS in the 
Northern Region from 2012 to date.

Year Number of Conservation Rangers
2012 11
2013 10
2014 9
2015 9
2016 10
2017 8
2018 7

06/12/2018WRM01400National Parks and Wildlife Service Data

06/12/2018WRM01500291. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of conservation rangers employed by the NPWS at Glenveagh National Park who are 
licensed to cull deer; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51443/18]

06/12/2018WRM01600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that there are four staff in the Northern Region that are licenced to hunt deer on NPWS 
lands in Donegal which includes Glenveagh National Park.

06/12/2018WRM01700Deer Culls

06/12/2018WRM01800292. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of deer culled at Glenveagh National Park in each of the years 2016 to 2017 and to date 
in 2018 in tabular form; the persons responsible for the culling; if the killing was authorised or 
unauthorised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51444/18]

06/12/2018WRM01900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): No sig-
nificant organised deer cull has taken place in Glenveagh National Park in the years 2016/2017 
or 2018 to date.

A small number have been culled between the time period 2016-2018 when deer were found 
to be causing major damage to the Castle gardens or Bridge House area.

Trained, experienced and dedicated NPWS staff carried out those culls in a professional 
manner and carcasses were disposed of appropriately. The culling was authorised.
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06/12/2018WRM02000National Parks

06/12/2018WRM02100293. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the deer population at Glenveagh National Park in each of the years 2016 to 2017 and to date in 
2018, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [51445/18]

06/12/2018WRM02200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A scien-
tific survey of deer numbers was carried out in Glenveagh National Park in 2017. The area of 
the national Park is approximately 39,000 acres. There was a maximum population estimate of 
429 Red deer within the fenced area of 19,000 acres approx. 

No scientific counts were carried out in 2016 or 2018 to date but it is assumed numbers are 
very close to the 2017 estimates.

06/12/2018WRM02300National Parks

06/12/2018WRM02400294. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
number of incidences of poaching at Glenveagh National Park reported to An Garda Síochána 
in each of the years 2016 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the details of the incident; the number 
and types of animal involved in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[51446/18]

06/12/2018WRM02500Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The in-
formation is in the table.

Year Incidences Details 
2018 1 This case is active and being dealt with 

by An Garda Síochána accordingly no 
further details can be given 

2017 Nil 
2016 Nil 


