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        Questions Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 10 to 33, inclusive, resubmitted.

06/11/2018WRA00500European Council Meetings

06/11/2018WRA0060034. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the issues raised dur-
ing his attendance at the European Council meeting in October 2018. [43428/18]

06/11/2018WRA00700The Taoiseach: I attended a series of European Council meetings in Brussels on Wednes-
day 17 October and Thursday 18 October.Ahead of our meeting on the evening of 17 October, 
Prime Minister May had the opportunity to outline the UK perspective on the Brexit negotia-
tions. We then met in Article 50 format, where Michel Barnier provided an update on negotia-
tions since the Informal Summit in Salzburg.

I reiterated the need to ensure that a legally robust backstop is agreed as part of the With-
drawal Agreement, and that this must apply unless and until it is replaced by alternative ar-
rangements that make it no longer necessary. I thanked partners for their ongoing strong soli-
darity on this issue.

We agreed that not enough progress had been achieved in the negotiations on the Withdraw-
al Agreement. We reiterated our readiness to convene a European Council, if and when Michel 
Barnier reports that decisive progress has been made and called on him to continue his efforts 
to reach an agreement in accordance with previously agreed European Council guidelines.

On 18 October, the European Council exchanged views on migration, particularly the ex-
ternal aspects of migration; and on internal security, where our focus was on cyber-security. 
We also discussed a number of foreign policy issues, including EU relations with Africa, and 
climate change.

We then had a Euro Summit meeting, where we discussed progress towards Economic and 
Monetary Union.

I was happy to give a detailed read-out of the meetings to the House on 24 October.

  Questions Nos. 35 to 59, inclusive, resubmitted.

       Questions Nos. 60 to 70, inclusive, answered orally.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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06/11/2018WRC00200Public Transport Provision

06/11/2018WRC0030071. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to alleviate the pressure in view of severe overcrowding on public transport in Dublin; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45655/18]

06/11/2018WRC0040073. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the significant overcrowding on the DART network; and the steps he is 
taking to alleviate this issue. [45631/18]

06/11/2018WRC00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 71 and 73 together.

Public transport passenger numbers have increased in recent years reflecting broader eco-
nomic and employment growth. The NTA’s recent Bus & Rail Statistics bulletin shows over 
250 million passenger journeys were provided nationally last year on public obligation services 
provided by the transport operators. 

I welcome these increases, and I have no doubt the Deputy does too, as we all want more 
people to use public transport and/or active travel in terms of how they make journeys to work, 
school or leisure.

But obviously increased passenger numbers presents challenges in terms of ensuring ap-
propriate levels of service and infrastructure to deal with the increases.

And we are working to ensure those appropriate levels of service and infrastructure and I am 
supporting those efforts through the increases in funding I have secured in successive Budgets. 

There have been some notable additions to the public transport landscape in Dublin in re-
cent years – 

- We’ve increased rail capacity and services by re-opening the Phoenix Park Tunnel to com-
muter services;

- We’ve opened the new Luas CrossCity last December which has added around 10 million 
passenger journeys to the network;

- We’ve expanded the PSO bus fleet by around 17% in recent years which means more ca-
pacity and more services for passengers;

- We’ve introduced 10-minute DART services which has again increased services across the 
network.

In the coming months we will see further improvements to DART services through some 
service adjustments and the elimination of 4-car train sets during peak time, while we’ll also see 
enhanced off-peak services on the Kildare, Northern and Maynooth lines. 

So there have been improvements and those improvements have been welcomed by the 
travelling public as evidenced by the numbers using them.

But I know we need to continue to improve so that’s why the increased funding I have se-
cured for the period 2018 to 2021 will see further improvements as outlined in the NDP.

Those improvements include – 

- The procurement of additional rail fleet in the short term, with the potential for acquiring 
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second-hand rail fleet either through lease or purchase currently being explored;

- The provision of both extended and new trams on the Luas network;

- The continued renewal and expansion of the bus fleet under BusConnects; 

- The provision of next generation bus corridors under BusConnects;

- The significant expansion of the rail fleet in the medium term as part of the DART Expan-
sion programme, with a procurement notice to issue by year end; and

- The continued development of MetroLink, with construction expected to start in 2021.

In addition there have been increases already announced to services across the Dublin Bus 
network with more expected in the coming months which will result in significantly improved 
frequencies across 25 routes on the Company’s network. 

As the Deputy can see, there are a number of immediate, short, medium and longer-term 
measures underway which are designed to design with the increased numbers of passengers 
availing of our public transport network. 

These measures are underpinned by the significantly improved funding I have secured in 
recent Budgets as reflected in the €8.6billion allocated to public transport under the National 
Development Plan.

06/11/2018WRC00600Military Aircraft Landings

06/11/2018WRC0070072. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason, 
consistent with the policy of neutrality, there would be that so many US aircraft seeking exemp-
tions under the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) 
Orders 1973 and 1989 to land at Shannon Airport. [45613/18]

06/11/2018WRC00800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The transit of for-
eign military forces through Irish airspace and airports is a longstanding practice, which began 
shortly after the Second World War. The vast majority of these movements of military forces 
have been to and from the United States. 

Successive Irish Governments have maintained this practice and these facilities have never 
been withdrawn or suspended during many different periods of international conflict. Similarly, 
successive Governments have deemed this to be compatible with Ireland’s traditional policy of 
military neutrality, which is defined as non-participation in military alliances.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport my functions in relation to the use of Shannon 
Airport and Irish airspace by the US military are limited. 

Questions relating to Irish foreign policy, Ireland’s neutrality, the role of An Garda Síochána 
etc. are not matters which I can comment on in detail. Similarly I have no role in relation to 
flights by military or state aircraft through Irish airspace or landing at Irish airports. Such flights 
require the permission of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade under the Air Navigation 
(Foreign Military Aircraft) Order, 1952. 

A clear distinction is made in international and national law between military aviation and 
civil aviation. I am responsible for matters relating to Irish civil aviation legislation and policy. 

The 1944 Chicago Convention is the main international treaty governing the operation of 
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civil aviation. Article 35 of the Convention states that no civil aircraft may carry munitions of 
war over a state without that state’s permission. This requirement is ratified in Irish law in the 
Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Order, 1973, 
as amended. Under the 1973 Order the carriage of weapons and munitions of war is prohibited 
in any civil aircraft in Irish airspace and on board any Irish registered aircraft, unless an exemp-
tion is granted by the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport. The Chicago Convention and 
the 1973 Order apply to munitions of war only, not to military personnel that may be on board 
civil aircraft.

In accordance with the provisions of the 1973 Order, my Department operates a procedure 
under which airlines wishing to carry weapons or munitions through Irish airspace or airports 
must apply for each individual flight at least 48 hours in advance. My Department seeks the 
views of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in relation to foreign policy issues and 
the Department of Justice and Equality in relation to security issues. 

An internal review of these procedures is nearing completion. 

However, it is worth noting, that as Minister, in 2016, I used my discretion to refuse several 
applications. The department’s recommendation was to grant the permits, having received no 
objections to the application during the consultation process. In these cases I used my discre-
tionary powers to refuse these applications. Previous Ministers have rarely, if ever, used their 
discretion to refuse applications in circumstances where the relevant Departments and the IAA 
were recommending that an exemption be granted. These applications related to the transport 
of munitions of war,  categorised as dangerous goods i.e. munitions of war that contain material 
that is explosive, corrosive, flammable, toxic etc. Since I used my discretionary powers in 2016 
to refuse these cases, very few (if any) applications have subsequently been received by the air 
operator concerned in respect of this category of munitions.

  Question No. 73 answered with Question No. 71.

06/11/2018WRC01000Road Traffic Legislation

06/11/2018WRC0110074. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the minimum passing distance legislation; and if there will be other cycling initiatives delivered 
in advance of a conference (details supplied). [45628/18]

06/11/2018WRC01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As I have indicated 
before, the Attorney General has raised issues in relation to the proposed legislation on a mini-
mum passing distance.  Currently, my Department is engaging with the Attorney General’s 
Office with a view to implementing alternative solutions which are legally robust.  I expect this 
legislation to be in place before the end of the year.   

As to other initiatives, I am happy to have the chance to remind the Deputy that we are in-
vesting a great deal in cycling infrastructure and in cycling safety.   This covers a wide range 
of projects including new segregated cycle lanes under the BusConnects programme, further 
separate funding for cycling as well as walking facilities, and additional funding for Greenways 
projects.  Furthermore, we are investing in safety infrastructure at 40 key junctions in Dublin. 

We will continue to expand our ‘Cycle Right’ schools cycle safety programme, with 5,000 
additional children expected to take part in 2019, while also undertaking further programmes to 
promote cycling activity and cycling safety.  

As the Deputy has mentioned the forthcoming Velo-City conference in Dublin in June next 
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year, I am pleased to note that  Mario Deslandes, organiser of the Velo-City series on behalf 
of the European Cyclists’ Federation, said of the choice of Dublin as a venue that “Dublin is a 
great example of a city moving towards a more liveable, safe, and active environment for its 
citizens.”  

I hope that the Deputy will join me in welcoming this positive affirmation of the great work 
which has been done by all stakeholders in promoting cycling and cycling safety in Ireland, 
contrary to the sometimes alarmist claims made in public about cycle safety in Ireland.

06/11/2018WRC01300Departmental Reports

06/11/2018WRC0140075. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for the delay in publishing the report by the Maritime Development Office and his Department 
into the use of the UK landbridge by importers and exporters; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45627/18]

06/11/2018WRC01500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): In my reply to a simi-
lar question by the Deputy in September, I informed the Deputy that the study had taken longer 
than originally anticipated, as it has proven more complex than initially envisaged, and that it 
was being finalised with the intention of publishing in the coming weeks.  I am informed that 
the study is now finalised, is at the printers and will be published by the IMDO before the end 
of this week.  

This is a very important study as the landbridge is our fastest shipping route to continental 
Europe and as such is heavily relied upon for the transport of time-sensitive products, such as 
those in the agrifood and perishable goods sector, as well as for just-in-time and high value 
goods. Any delays or barriers to this route to European and other markets could potentially be 
detrimental for certain sectors. This is a significant area of uncertainty for Ireland that could 
have a major impact on the capacity and efficiency of trade routes to the continent.

Shipping companies are already making provision for larger vessels with extra capacity 
on direct routes to continental Europe and we have seen new routes emerging, such as Cork - 
Santander. However, the UK is and will continue to be a key trading partner for us and we need 
to minimise any potential disruption to UK trade at our ports and we need to ensure that we can 
continue to use the landbridge as a route to other markets.

As the Tánaiste has highlighted previously, the Government’s contingency planning for 
Brexit has from the start included the use of the landbridge and how we can continue to use this 
after the UK has left the EU. In addition to the IMDO’s study, we are working on this matter 
with our colleagues across all relevant Government Departments, led by the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade and including the Department of Finance, the Revenue Commissioners, 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and the Marine, Department of Health, and the Depart-
ment of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

Work on is being taken forward in two strands. The first is through the Article 50 negotia-
tions. In the mandate provided to the European Commission by the EU27 in May 2017, it was 
agreed that the Withdrawal Agreement will take account of Ireland’s unique geographic situa-
tion, including the transit of goods (to and from Ireland via the UK). The need to address this is-
sue as part of the distinct strand of the negotiations on Irish specific issues was agreed between 
the EU and the UK in the Joint Progress report of December 2017.

The second strand is Ireland’s work with the European Commission and other affected 
Member States (namely Germany, France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark and Sweden) 
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with a view to examining the potential of EU ports to facilitate the transit of EU products 
through the UK once it becomes a third country through the use of EU rules on internal transit 
set out under the Union’s Custom Code. This work is intensifying and good progress is being 
made.

As with all relevant Government Departments and agencies, my Department is continuing 
its contingency planning for Brexit, both for an orderly and a disorderly Brexit.  In order to 
mitigate the risks arising for transport and tourism, we are working with our agencies, our col-
leagues across Government and with the European Commission.  

Of course, our work on the landbridge also includes preparing for the possibility of a no-deal 
outcome. All relevant Departments are engaged in planning for a disorderly UK exit from the 
EU, and the Government has already approved a number of key Brexit preparedness measures 
focused on East-West trade which will also take account of the continued use of the landbridge. 
We are working closely with our main ports and airports and with the OPW, the Revenue Com-
missioners, the Departments of Agriculture and Health, and other agencies, in planning the 
necessary State facilities that will be required in our main ports and airports following Brexit.

06/11/2018WRC01600Road Traffic Legislation

06/11/2018WRC0170076. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
work has taken place on a consolidation project of the Road Traffic Acts in view of the reassur-
ances of his predecessors that such a project was under way; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45394/18]

06/11/2018WRC01800102. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if progress 
has been made regarding the consolidation of road traffic legislation. [45630/18]

06/11/2018WRC01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 76 and 102 together.

My priorities in respect of road traffic legislation have been focused on legislation which is 
immediately needed.  In that context, my Department is currently working on a Road Traffic 
Bill to provide, in the main, for graduated penalties for speeding offences. 

While not a priority at this time, the consolidation of the Road Traffic Acts must not simply 
be a matter of re-enacting all current road traffic legislation into one instrument.  The benefits 
of consolidation are too often misunderstood and over-stated. If the project is to be of value, it 
will be necessary to examine each aspect of the legislation and see where it might be improved 
upon.  Such a project, done properly, could take up to three years to complete.

There is no indication of any failure of prosecutions due to a lack of consolidation, never 
mind the significant problem which would need to exist to justify diverting resources from more 
urgent tasks to consolidation at this time.  Any decision to undertake such a project in the future 
will have to be balanced against the value added and the risks associated with undermining 
the extensive legal precedents established to date. Indeed, I understand that recent significant 
precedents in court decisions would suggest that consolidation should not be undertaken at this 
time.

In the interim, the Law Reform Commission has a consolidated text of each of the Road 
Traffic Acts from 1961 to 2014 available on its website, which along at least one recent publi-
cation of a consolidated text of the Road Traffic Acts and related Acts, delivers on what many 
understand consolidation to mean.
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06/11/2018WRC02000Road Projects Status

06/11/2018WRC0210077. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if fund-
ing will be provided in 2019 towards the advancement of planning and design of a road project 
(details supplied) in view of the importance of this route for the Border region; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45649/18]

06/11/2018WRC02200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Proposals to deliver 
an upgraded East-West route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, involve linking ele-
ments of the national road network and regional roads along as direct a route as possible. Es-
sentially the route involves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes from Dundalk to 
Cavan and on national routes from Cavan to Sligo. As regards the regional road aspect of the 
proposal which are the subject of this PQ, the improvement and maintenance of regional and lo-
cal roads in its area is a statutory function of local authorities in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 13 of the Roads Act, 1993.  Works on such roads are a matter for the relevant local 
authority to be funded from its own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

My Department provided funding to Cavan County Council (acting as lead authority with 
Monaghan and Louth County Councils) with over €2m in the period 2007-2014 to progress the 
regional road element of the project to preliminary design. 

This year I gave an allocation to Cavan County Council to enable the Council to undertake 
a preliminary appraisal, in line with the current requirements in the Public Spending Code and 
the Capital Investment Framework, of the Cavan to Dundalk section of the route.  The aim of 
this appraisal would be to assess the extent to which the scheme or elements of it can be justified 
in terms of appraisal and advanced for further consideration in relation to schemes for develop-
ment post 2021.  Preparation of the appraisal is the responsibility of the Council.

06/11/2018WRC02300Legislative Reviews

06/11/2018WRC0240078. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the inter-
nal review into SI No. 224 of 1973, the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weap-
ons and Dangerous Goods) Order, his Department initiated almost a year and a half ago has 
concluded; the stakeholders consulted; his plans to publish the review; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45626/18]

06/11/2018WRC02500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The internal review 
of the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 
1973 and 1989 is currently being finalised by my Department

The internal review is examining the Statutory Instrument primarily from an administrative 
and legal perspective. There is no proposal to change the long-standing Government policy of 
permitting aircraft used by the defence forces of various nations to transit through Irish airspace 
and airports, subject to appropriate terms and conditions.

The review is focussing on the administrative and legislative functioning of the procedures 
and systems currently in place. 

In conducting the review my Department has consulted with the Departments of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, Justice and Equality and Defence on munitions of war issues and with the 
Irish Aviation Authority,  with regard to the carriage of dangerous goods.

The Chicago Convention, which is the main international treaty governing the operation of 
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civil aviation, states that no civil aircraft may carry munitions of war over a state without that 
state’s permission. This requirement is ratified in Irish law by the Air Navigation (Carriage of 
Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 1973 and 1989. Under the terms of 
these Orders the carriage of weapons and munitions of war is prohibited on any civil aircraft in 
Irish airspace and on board any Irish registered aircraft, unless an exemption is granted by the 
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.

My Department operates a well-established procedure under which airlines wishing to carry 
munitions of war through Irish sovereign airspace, to Irish airports or on Irish registered aircraft 
must apply for each flight at least 48 hours in advance. My Department seeks the views of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in relation to foreign policy issues and the Department 
of Justice and Equality in relation to security issues. The IAA is consulted in relation to aviation 
safety issues for applications involving munitions of war that are also categorised as dangerous 
goods. If any of these bodies objects, an exemption will generally not be granted.

It is my intention to publish this review once finalised.

However, it is worth noting, that as Minister, in 2016, I used my discretion to refuse several 
applications. The department’s recommendation was to grant the permits, having received no 
objections to the application during the consultation process. In these cases I used my discre-
tionary powers to refuse these applications. Previous Ministers have rarely, if ever, used their 
discretion to refuse applications in circumstances where the relevant Departments and the IAA 
were recommending that an exemption be granted. These applications related to the transport 
of munitions of war,  categorised as dangerous goods i.e. munitions of war that contain material 
that is explosive, corrosive, flammable, toxic etc. Since I used my discretionary powers in 2016 
to refuse these cases, very few (if any) applications have subsequently been received by the air 
operator concerned in respect of this category of munitions.

06/11/2018WRC02600Bus Services

06/11/2018WRC0270079. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the addi-
tional capacity that will be made to the Dublin Bus fleet in 2019 to deal with the continuing 
increase in bus passenger numbers in view of the difficulty on some routes for passengers at 
rush hour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45396/18]

06/11/2018WRC0280082. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the timeline 
for the next steps in the roll out of the BusConnects projects; the timelines for bus based park 
and ride facilities, new rapid transit corridors and interchange hubs; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45397/18]

06/11/2018WRC02900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 79 and 82 together.

As the Deputy is aware BusConnects is one of the flagship investments to be delivered un-
der Project Ireland 2040 and the 10-year National Development Plan. 

Public transport in the city is dominated by the bus, around two-thirds of all public transport 
trips in Dublin are taken by bus. It is clear therefore, that the bus is the main component of 
the planned approach to addressing our current congestion problem and to meeting our future 
transport needs. 

BusConnects has been developed to do just that and will see
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- The introduction of next-generation bus corridors and Bus Rapid Transit routes;

- A redesign of bus network across the city;

- A new state-of-the-art ticketing system with a cashless payments and a simpler fare struc-
ture;

- The roll-out of new bus-stops with better signage and information;

- The provision of new park and ride sites;

- Cleaner technology through ending the purchase of diesel only buses; and

- A new integrated bus livery across the network.

Each of these measures are important in their own right while collectively they have the 
potential to significantly improve people’s passenger experience. 

In terms of the Bus Network Redesign, we are all aware of the significant public consulta-
tion that has taken place in recent months. There was a huge response to that consultation and 
the NTA are currently considering all submissions received with a view to issuing a revised 
network design for public consultation in 2019. 

In relation to the Bus Corridors project, I am advised that the NTA will commence a public 
consultation process this month. It is proposed to that the consultation process in relation to 
these Bus Corridors will be conducted on a phased basis to allow for in-depth engagement with 
communities during each public consultation. 

However, the improvement and enhancement of our PSO bus services continues in advance 
of those significant projects. 

There are significant PSO bus fleet purchases planned for this year and next, with 165 buses 
to be delivered this year and 150 on order for next year. The bus purchase programme both 
renews the fleet through replacing older buses and improving passenger experience and also ex-
pands the fleet through the provision of additional buses. The level of expansion can be gauged 
by the fact that around 85 buses each year are required for renewal with deliveries above that 
effectively representing additional buses. The Deputy may wish to note that in recent years the 
PSO bus fleet in Dublin has expanded by approximately 17% and now stands at 1,125 buses.

06/11/2018WRC03000Noise Pollution Legislation

06/11/2018WRC0310080. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of 
the interaction between his Department and Fingal County Council on his plans to establish it 
as the competent authority under EU 598/14. [45614/18]

06/11/2018WRC03200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware the General Scheme of the Airport Noise Regulation Bill 2018 was published on 28 
September 2018 following a Government decision in July this year and  was subsequently 
presented to and discussed in session with the Joint Oireachtas Committee early in October, in 
accordance with Pre-Legislative Scrutiny arrangements.  The formal Bill is being finalised and 
I expect to be able to present it to this House this month. I look forward to the support of Depu-
ties when it is presented.

As part of the drafting process my officials have been in close contact with officials from 
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Fingal County Council. I understand that this interaction has been very valuable in shaping the 
final form of the Bill.  The Government made a decision that Fingal County Council shall be the 
Competent Authority for the purpose of EU Regulation 598/2014.  This Government decision 
was based on an assessment that Fingal County Council represented the best available option 
for the effective implementation of the Airport Noise Regulation, given that there is significant 
amount of focus on the interaction between EU Regulation 598/2014, the 2002 Environmental 
Noise Directive and the planning and development framework.  It therefore continues to make 
sense for Fingal County Council to be appointed to undertake this role in order to ensure a fair 
and consistent approach to the assessment of development and the impact of aircraft noise at 
Dublin Airport.

I would like to emphasise that the EU Regulation requires full public consultation before the 
Competent Authority makes a final decision about noise-related operating measures or restric-
tions at the airport, and we are working to make sure that the Bill will afford all stakeholders 
the opportunity to express their views.  The Bill will also provide for an independent appeals 
process, with An Bord Pleanála to be appointed as the Appeals Body. 

06/11/2018WRC03300Road Projects Status

06/11/2018WRC0340081. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the Bonagee link road project in County Donegal; when the project will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45306/18]

06/11/2018WRC03500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Firstly, I would like 
to explain that, as Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall 
policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  However, under the Roads 
Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, construction and development stages of individual road 
projects is a matter for

(a) the relevant road authority (i.e. local authorities in whose functional area a road develop-
ment is situated) in relation to local and regional roads, or

(b) Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities concerned, 
in relation to national roads.

Overview

Consequently, it is an operational matter for a road authority and TII to give an account of 
how a project is progressing within their functional areas of responsibility.  However, having 
consulted with the relevant authorities, I can provide the following information and update to 
the Deputy on the Bonagee Link Road project, also referred to as the Letterkenny Inner Relief 
Road.

- In Co. Donegal the Trans European Network-Transport (TEN–T) Comprehensive road 
network runs from the Leitrim County Boundary in the South of the County (on the outskirts 
of Bundoran) to the Northern Ireland Border with Derry in the Northeast of the County at Brid-
gend (on the outskirts of Derry City) and involves Sections of the N13, N14 and N15.

- In 2016 Donegal County Council commissioned a Corridor Needs Study on the TEN-T 
Comprehensive network within Donegal.  The study identified projects in Donegal necessary 
to improve the TEN-T Comprehensive network to the required standard in compliance with 
the TEN- T regulations.  The outcome of the Study identified a priority list of schemes.  It 
recommended three projects for immediate advancement through Phases 1 to 4 of the Project 
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Management Guidelines.

- N15/N13 Ballybofey - Stranorlar Bypass

- N56/N13/N14 - Letterkenny Bypass and Letterkenny to Manorcunningham Dual Car-
riageway

- N14 Manorcunningham to Lifford Realignment Scheme including the N14/N15 link to the 
A5 Western Transport Corridor in Northern Ireland

The Bonagee Link Road, or the Letterkenny Inner Relief Road, forms part of the proposed 
N56/N13/N14 scheme.  

Transport Infrastructure  Ireland  (TII) has provided an allocation of €2.4m in 2018 to Done-
gal County Council to progress planning work on priority national road improvements projects 
that were identified in the 2016 needs study report on the TEN-T Comprehensive Network in 
County Donegal, as I have just mentioned.

These projects are identified as Strategic Investment Priorities in the National Planning 
Framework (NPF) and National Development Plan (NDP)

Current Status

Feasibility Studies for the priority schemes commenced in 2017 and the route selection pro-
cess is on-going.  Public consultations of identified route options for all these priority schemes 
were held in April and May this year in Letterkenny, Lifford and Ballybofey.   The short-listed 
route corridors are now being analysed and the emerging preferred routes will be identified 
towards the end of this year.    Donegal County Council anticipates that the preferred route will 
be identified and presented to the public in early 2019.

Funding

The total cost of these schemes would be of the order of €400 million.

Timetable

The expected construction timetable for all three schemes, identified as priority in the TEN-
T Study, would be approximately three years. However there is no timeframe for completing 
the schemes at present as they would need to obtain both Business Case approval and Planning 
Consent and will be subject to the availability of funding in the future.

  Question No. 82 answered with Question No. 79.

06/11/2018WRC03700Rail Network

06/11/2018WRC0380083. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
provide dedicated transport police for DART and commuter train lines in Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45650/18]

06/11/2018WRC03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The safety and se-
curity of passengers and staff, including arrangements to deal with anti-social behaviour, are 
matters first and foremost for the individual public transport companies in conjunction with, as 
appropriate, An Garda Síochána. 

While the vast majority of public transport passenger journeys occur without incident, I am 
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concerned to ensure that the necessary arrangements are in place to ensure the safety of all pas-
sengers and staff travelling and working on our rail network.  

Therefore, following representations from the National Bus and Rail Union regarding the 
establishment of a dedicated police force for public transport, my Department wrote to Iarnród 
Éireann and the Railway Safety Advisory Council (RSAC) to seek their views on the issue of 
anti-social behaviour on the rail network. 

In its response, Iarnród Éireann outlined a number of measures that the company has taken 
in an effort to safeguard the security of passengers and staff.  These measures have included the 
allocation of additional security and supervisory operatives, particularly at night and in certain 
areas, as well as more resources for centralised CCTV monitoring stations. The company also 
emphasised that it works closely with An Garda Síochána on anti-social behaviour in general 
and receives the full support of the Gardaí. 

More recently, Iarnród Éireann has advised that security and supervisory operatives have 
been allocated, particularly at night, in certain areas and at sensitive times, such as last week’s 
mid-term break, Halloween and the forthcoming late-night Christmas services.

In addition, I understand that Iarnród Éireann has now commenced the deployment of on-
board customer-service officers on intercity trains. While the primary focus will be on customer 
service, their presence is intended to deter anti-social behaviour and will enable rapid contact 
with security and/or An Garda Síochána, should this be required.

The RSAC, in its response, recommended the establishment of a dedicated unit of An Garda 
Síochána to police our rail network on occasions when the possibility of anti-social behaviour 
is high. 

Bus Éireann and Dublin Bus were also contacted for their views and both companies re-
sponded that the level of anti-social behaviour is relatively low and noted a declining trend 
which is very positive. Both companies also stressed the strong and close working relationships 
with An Garda Síochána.  

Following engagement with the public transport companies and the RSAC, I wrote to the 
Minister for Justice and Equality to seek his views as to how we might best address the issue of 
anti-social behaviour on our transport system, in particular on the Irish Rail network.  

I have asked that the Minister consider this issue in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, 
given that the allocation of all Garda resources, including the manner in which Garda personnel 
are deployed, is solely a decision for the Garda Commissioner and his management team.  I will 
continue to work with the Minister for Justice on this important issue.

06/11/2018WRC04000Sports Capital Programme Expenditure

06/11/2018WRC0410084. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans for investment in vital recreational infrastructure for local communities such as swim-
ming pools, community centres and other sporting facilities; the extent to which recent budget-
ary allocations to his Department are sufficient to meet demand in the near future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45344/18]

06/11/2018WRC04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-
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personal sports equipment throughout the country. Under the 2017 round of the programme 
€62m was allocated to 1,837 sporting projects and my officials continue to assist these grantees 
in completing their projects and draw down their grants. 

Sanction was received earlier this year from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form to open a new round of the Programme with allocations of up to €40m.  This new round 
opened for applications on Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 
19th October.  By that deadline, a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of 
€162m in funding.  While there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, 
in view of the record number of applications received and the detailed information contained 
in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications assessed. 
Accordingly, I expect that it will be at least the second quarter of next year before the full set 
of allocations under this current round of the programme are announced.   Sufficient resources 
are available next year to cover all existing commitments under the programme in addition to 
the new allocations of €40m. 

With regard to swimming pools, the Local Authority Swimming Pool Programme (LASPP), 
as operated by my Department, provides grant aid to local authorities towards the capital costs 
of new swimming pools or the refurbishment of existing pools. To date 51 pools have been 
completed and four swimming pool projects remain in the current LASPP. The priority next 
year will be on advancing these four projects and sufficient resources are available to cover 
these commitments. 

In relation to the future funding of swimming pools and other larger projects, the National 
Development Plan confirmed the establishment of a new Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund 
(LSSIF). It is intended that the Fund will be for larger projects where the proposed Government 
contribution exceeds the amount currently available for individual projects under the SCP. The 
fund will initially focus on the National Governing Bodies of Sport and Local Authorities. The 
detailed terms and conditions of the new scheme are currently being finalised in my Department 
and an announcement in relation to when applications will be accepted will be made shortly.

06/11/2018WRC04300Greenhouse Gas Emissions

06/11/2018WRC0440085. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the change 
in greenhouse gas emissions expected to result from each of the road projects included in the 
National Development Plan 2018-2027. [45641/18]

06/11/2018WRC04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): While I have no func-
tion or role in assessing the change in greenhouse gas emissions expected to result from spe-
cific road projects, I can advise that it is the responsibility of the sponsoring road authority and 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) to comply with relevant statutory requirements regarding 
the impact of road projects on the environment.  In this context Environmental Impact Assess-
ment Reports (EIAR) arising from Directive 2011/92/EU, as amended by Directive 2014/52/
EU, which are published as part of the statutory development consent process, include an as-
sessment of the effects of the proposed development on air quality and climate.

06/11/2018WRC04600Traffic Management

06/11/2018WRC0470086. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his views on 
the College Green area, Dublin 2, particularly in view of An Bord Pleanála’s decision to reject 
planning permission for a civic plaza on this site; and if he will take steps to alleviate the traffic 
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congestion in this area. [45632/18]

06/11/2018WRC04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy is of 
course aware that the planning application was brought by Dublin City Council and the deci-
sion to refuse was made by An Bord Pleanála.  The Council’s application was made in its role 
as the relevant local and roads authority for Dublin City and I am sure the Deputy respects the 
role of the City Council, and indeed all local authorities, in relation to their statutory roles and 
responsibilities. 

The Deputy refers to the development of a plaza on College Green which of course forms 
a central element of Dublin City Council’s plans for the area and features in the Council’s De-
velopment Plan.

There is of course a transport element to the Council’s plans for College Green and that was 
founded on part of the 2015 “Dublin City Centre Transport Study”, which was developed by 
the Council in partnership with the National Transport Authority (NTA).  That Transport Study 
sought to

- Address the transport issues facing the core city centre area;

- Facilitate the implementation of the Council’s Development Plan; and 

- Safeguard the future development of the city.

The Study noted that the development of Luas CrossCity required a renewed focus on traffic 
and junction arrangements along its route, including the College Green area. 

Complementing that focus, the Council sought to improve the public realm and create a new 
civic plaza. As I have already mentioned, I understand that the proposal to upgrade the public 
realm forms part of the Council’s current Development Plan.

As the Deputy can appreciate, therefore, the planning application for the College Green 
plaza proposal is a matter for the Council. 

However, as I have said there is a transport context for this.

The issue of congestion is one which formed the backdrop to the 2015 Study and forms the 
backdrop to any discussion of transport within the core City Centre today also.

As we all know the College Green area is an important transport corridor for public trans-
port and pedestrians and cyclists too.

The implications of the Board’s recent decision are being carefully considered by the Coun-
cil in its role as relevant local and roads authority for the area, and the National Transport Au-
thority, in its statutory role as transport authority.

That consideration reflects the statutory responsibilities of the various State authorities. It 
is not a matter for decision by a Government Minister as to what the traffic arrangements on a 
City Centre street might be or whether a public plaza should be created or indeed how it should 
be created.

What I am responsible for is the development of public transport policy and the overall 
funding to provide for the implementation of that policy. 

And in that regard we have made progress in recent years since publication of the City Cen-
tre Transport Study in 2015
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- We’ve increased rail services through the re-opening of the Phoenix Park Tunnel;

- We’ve continued to invest in the City Centre Re-signalling Project;

- We’ve introduced 10-minute DART services;

- We’ve invested in new bus services and fleet; and

- We’ve invested in improved cycle routes and expanded public bike sharing schemes.

And we’re planning for the future too, through the BusConnects, MetroLink and DART 
Expansion projects.

So there has been progress in public transport in recent years and that progress will continue 
and accelerate with the roll-out of those projects I’ve just referred to. 

In relation to the specific issues in the College Green area, I expect the Council and the NTA 
will fully consider the Board’s recent decision in the context of the known issues which remain 
with regard to the movement of transport through the area.

06/11/2018WRC04900Road Traffic Legislation

06/11/2018WRC0500087. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
when the proposed road traffic Bill with graduated penalties for speeding will be introduced; 
the concerns that remain for him regarding road safety; the legislation he will prioritise in this 
regard before the next election; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45395/18]

06/11/2018WRC05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are many fac-
tors involved in road safety, and of course we are concerned to address them all.

That said, we must identify priorities.  Speeding is the single greatest risk factor on our 
roads, and I have already indicated that I am working towards legislation which will provide for 
graduated speeding penalties.  The General Scheme of the Bill to address this matter, as well as 
other road safety issues, is now being finalised by my officials, and I expect to bring it to Gov-
ernment shortly for approval for formal drafting by the Attorney General’s Office.

I shall also continue to address all road safety issues in the context of the implementation of 
the Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020, taking account of the focus on “killer behaviours” set out 
in the Mid-Term evaluation of the Strategy and of existing Government commitments.

06/11/2018WRC05200Rail Services Provision

06/11/2018WRC0530088. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the recent 
contact he has had with Iarnród Éireann on the new timetable which has continued to provide a 
reduced service to Portmarnock residents despite some early alterations. [45610/18]

06/11/2018WRC05400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport, nor 
decisions on the scheduling and timetabling of services.  

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA), in conjunction with 
Iarnród Éireann, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
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advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

06/11/2018WRC05500Military Aircraft Landings

06/11/2018WRC0560089. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number of 
exemptions sought by the United States of America under the Air Navigation (Carriage of Mu-
nitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders 1973 and 1989 for landing at Shannon 
Airport in October 2018; and his views on the number of flights involved. [45612/18]

06/11/2018WRC05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Exemption permits 
for the carriage of munitions on board civil aircraft in Irish airspace are granted by the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism & Sport in accordance with the provisions of the Air Navigation (Car-
riage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders (1973, as amended). The 
Order applies to civil aviation only. My Department publishes statistics on its website summa-
rising the number of applications processed on a monthly basis.  

Matters concerning the operation of State or military aircraft in Irish airspace are a matter 
for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

06/11/2018WRC05800Brexit Issues

06/11/2018WRC0590090. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the con-
tingency plan being put in place by him regarding the matter of reports that one third of Irish 
planes could be grounded by a no-deal Brexit; the engagement he has had with the European 
Commission, the Irish Aviation Authority and other relevant authorities in this regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45647/18]

06/11/2018WRC06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): While neither I, nor 
my officials are aware of any official report containing the information that the Deputy refers 
to, however my Department is acutely aware that flights between Ireland and the UK could 
potentially be affected in a no deal scenario. 

The Government’s contingency planning for Brexit was initiated well in advance of the UK 
referendum in June 2016 and there has been a sustained intensification of these efforts over the 
past year. While this planning is necessary, the Government remains focused on work in the 
negotiations to conclude a withdrawal agreement. Contingency planning for a no-deal outcome, 
bringing together the detailed work being undertaken by all Departments on issues within their 
policy remit, was identified as an early priority and is now well advanced. 

My Department is engaged in extensive contingency planning in relation to Brexit. The Eu-
ropean Commission is also engaged in preparing for the UK’s exit from the EU and Ireland is 
liaising closely with the Commission on such matters and strongly favours an EU level solution 
in the area of aviation. My Department is actively engaging with the European Commission 
Taskforce and the Brexit Preparedness Unit on these, and related issues.  

In addition to this work on contingency planning, officials from my Department continue 
to consult and engage with other Government Departments, key Aviation stakeholders, includ-
ing the Irish Aviation Authority, and other relevant authorities, via the National Civil Aviation 
Development Forum, and other fora, on all aviation matters relating to Brexit planning. 

The Department has continually stressed the importance that aviation stakeholders take all 
necessary steps to prepare for Brexit, including the importance of undertaking contingency 
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planning to minimise the impact of Brexit on their operations. We have also advised stakehold-
ers to refer to the European Commission’s published Notices to Stakeholders in the field of air 
transport, aviation safety and aviation security. 

The Government has been clear that its approach to preparing for Brexit is aimed at mini-
mising the impact of Brexit on our trade and economy and an orderly withdrawal of the UK 
from the EU. This is certainly the case in aviation, given the importance of the sector for Ireland 
and the fact that the UK is by far the most important origin and destination for aviation traffic 
in and out of Ireland.

06/11/2018WRD00200Bus Services

06/11/2018WRD0030091. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress of the Bus Éireann review of services in the Ballincollig area, County Cork; when 
recommended changes will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45658/18]

06/11/2018WRD0040092. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when 
the proposed changes to the No. 220 Bus Éireann route in the Ballincollig area, County Cork, 
will be implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45657/18]

06/11/2018WRD00500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 91 and 92 together.

The issues raised are a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA), in conjunction 
with Bus Éireann, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 93 answered with Question No. 67.

06/11/2018WRD00700Rail Network Expansion

06/11/2018WRD0080094. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for the delay in the next phase of the public consultation for MetroLink; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45653/18]

06/11/2018WRD0090097. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the role he 
is taking with regard to the review of the MetroLink project on the south side of the city; and 
if he has considered proposals for continuing the tunnel boring machine south of the Char-
lemont Street stop and amending the preferred route alignment to allow for such a development. 
[45642/18]

06/11/2018WRD01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 94 and 97 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the development and implementation of public transport infrastructure proj-
ects in the Greater Dublin Area, including the MetroLink project.

A non-statutory consultation took place earlier this year in relation to the Emerging Pre-
ferred Route and issues raised together with submissions received as part of that consultation 
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are under consideration by the NTA and Transport Infrastructure Ireland.  

Noting their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your query to the NTA 
for direct reply.  Please notify my office if you have not received a reply within 10 working 
days.

06/11/2018WRD01100Public Transport Fares

06/11/2018WRD0120095. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his views on whether Ireland should dramatically reduce public transport fares to encourage its 
use in view of the urgent necessity to address climate change and CO2 emissions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45656/18]

06/11/2018WRD01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for regulating fares charged by public trans-
port operators so it is not within my remit to reduce public transport fares. 

I am however acutely aware of the specific challenge facing Ireland in tackling climate 
change and achieving our renewable energy targets in our transport sector where travel demand 
is growing and fossil fuel use is firmly established.  An efficient public transport sector is a key 
priority in meeting our climate change goals. Improving public transport services and infra-
structure is central to providing an alternative to the private car not only to reduce congestion 
and emissions but also to enable the transport sector to cater, in an environmentally sustainable 
way, for the increasing demand associated with growing population and employment. 

One of the primary objectives of the Public Service Obligation (PSO) Programme is to en-
courage modal shift and public transport use through higher service provision and lower fares.  I 
have secured an aggregate funding increase of over 36% in PSO funding in the last three years.  
In Budget 2019, I have secured further additional funding which means I will be providing 
€287m to the NTA for PSO funding in 2019. 

In addition to effecting modal shift, we are seeking to address climate emissions by encour-
aging a transition away from fossil fuels.  I have outlined my ambition that by 2030 all new 
cars and vans sold in Ireland would be zero-emission capable. To support this ambition and a 
Programme for Partnership Government commitment, an interdepartmental Low-Emitting Ve-
hicles (LEV) Taskforce was jointly convened by my Department and the Department of Com-
munications, Climate Action and Environment.  

The Biofuels Obligation Scheme also plays a major role in decarbonising the road transport 
sector in Ireland.  The penetration of biofuels as a share of road transport energy has increased 
significantly over recent years from a share of 4 % in 2010 to 8% (by volume) from 2017.  It 
is intended that the biofuel obligation scheme will be incrementally increased on a sustainable 
basis over the next two years.

Finally, an important role will be played by more efficient standards for vehicles.  Ireland 
continues to push strongly for better EU vehicles standards, seeking greater ambition in regula-
tions that ensure vehicles registered in Europe are increasingly more efficient and less emitting.  
It is through better technology and improved efficiency that carbon emissions generated by 
vehicles can be decoupled from increased economic activity and population growth.

06/11/2018WRD01400Railway Stations
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06/11/2018WRD0150096. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the lack of parking facilities at Portlaoise and Ballybrophy train stations, 
County Laois, and the need for upgrade and extension to encourage the policy of greater use of 
public transport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45481/18]

06/11/2018WRD01600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  

Issues relating to the provision of car parking spaces at train stations on the heavy rail net-
work outside of the GDA, such as Portlaoise and Ballybrophy, are an operational matter for 
Iarnród Éireann. 

In light of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in this area, I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to them for further update and direct reply.

  Question No. 97 answered with Question No. 94.

06/11/2018WRD01800Public Transport Fares

06/11/2018WRD0190098. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
re-examine the fare structure on the commuter train lines with specific reference to Newbridge, 
County Kildare, which has not been included in recent fare restructuring; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45651/18]

06/11/2018WRD02000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for regulating fares charged by public trans-
port operators so it is not within my remit to restructure public transport fares. 

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

06/11/2018WRD02100Local Authority Funding

06/11/2018WRD0220099. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
ensure that substantial additional funding is provided to Cavan and Monaghan County Councils 
for the 2019 non-national roadworks programme in view of the deterioration of the road net-
work in many parts of both counties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45648/18]

06/11/2018WRD02300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selec-
tion and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local authority.

It is a matter for each Council to determine its priorities and decide its work programme 
taking available grant funding and its own resources into account. I always stress to Councils 
the importance of prioritising roads when allocating their own resources.

Grant allocations for 2019 will be decided once the 2019 Estimates process is concluded. 
Within the budget available to the Department, the approach taken is to allocate funding on 
as fair and equitable basis as possible. In this context, grants in the main grant categories are 
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allocated based on the total length of the regional and local road network within the area of 
responsibility of the relevant local authority.  

06/11/2018WRD02400Road Projects Status

06/11/2018WRD02500100. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the progress of the A5; the details of his engagement with his counterpart in Northern Ireland 
on this project; the funding that will be made available for this project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45305/18]

06/11/2018WRD02600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The planning and im-
plementation of the A5 upgrade project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland authorities.

The current funding arrangements in relation to the A5 are governed by the Stormont House 
Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start. This Agreement reaffirmed the Govern-
ment’s commitment to provide funding of £50 million for the A5 project and committed an 
additional £25 million towards the cost of Phase 1 of the project (Newbuildings to north of 
Strabane).   

The funding allocated to my Department as part of the Capital Plan Review last year in-
cludes financial provision for meeting the Government’s commitment regarding the A5 in three 
£25 million (sterling) tranches over the period 2019 to 2021. The project is the subject of legal 
proceedings at present.

In the absence of the Northern Ireland Executive, the Deputy will be aware that I currently 
do not have a counterpart and the North South Ministerial Council has not been meeting.  How-
ever, the Senior Officials Group comprising Northern and Southern officials, established to 
oversee implementation of the Fresh Start Agreement, has been continuing to meet.

06/11/2018WRD02700Rail Services Provision

06/11/2018WRD02800101. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent of proposed augmentation and investment in rail services over the next five years, with 
particular reference to the extent that services can be tailored to meet the ongoing travel re-
quirements of commuters by identifying the best way in which rail services in general can meet 
the demands of medium to middle distance commuters from towns and villages outside of the 
greater Dublin area, thereby alleviating road traffic congestion and reducing travel time; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45369/18]

06/11/2018WRD02900906. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he plans to meet or exceed expectations regarding the extension of commuter 
and intercity rail services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45345/18]

06/11/2018WRD03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 101 and 906 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsi-
bility for ensuring the development and delivery of public transport infrastructure, in consulta-
tion with Iarnród Éireann, to meet the demands of the rail services, provision for which, as the 
Deputy is aware, is outlined in the Government’s National Development Plan 2018-2027.
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Over the period 2018 to 2022 our heavy rail network will benefit from significantly im-
proved investment levels which will in turn benefit passengers across the network.

This investment will support the roll-out of the NTA’s statutory Transport Strategy for the 
Greater Dublin Area (Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow and Meath) and provide for projects such as

- Completion of the City Centre Re-Signalling project;

- Commencement of the National Train Control Centre project;

- Expansion of services through the Phoenix Park Tunnel to include off-peak and weekend, 
benefitting passengers along the Kildare line;

- Commencement of the overall DART Expansion project; and

- Procurement of additional rail fleet to allow for expected future passenger growth.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s questions 
to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

  Question No. 102 answered with Question No. 76.

06/11/2018WRD03200Noise Pollution Legislation

06/11/2018WRD03300103. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the steps he 
has taken on the establishment of a competent authority under EU Regulation 598/14 since pre-
legislative scrutiny of the airport noise regulation Bill in early October 2018. [45611/18]

06/11/2018WRD03400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The General Scheme 
of the Airport Noise Regulation Bill 2018 was presented to and discussed in session with the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee early in October, in accordance with Pre-Legislative Scrutiny ar-
rangements. My officials along with officials from the Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government and the Office of the Attorney General have been working intensively to 
prepare the Airport Noise Regulation Bill 2018.  The formal Bill is close to being finalised. I 
expect to present the Bill to the House this month and I look forward to the support of Deputies 
when it is presented. 

06/11/2018WRD03500Rail Services Provision

06/11/2018WRD03600104. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will 
direct Irish Rail to re-examine the new rail timetables for north County Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45654/18]

06/11/2018WRD03700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA), in conjunction with Iarnród Éireann, and 
I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

06/11/2018WRD03800Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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06/11/2018WRD03900105. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
additional policy measures under consideration to change the expected transport sector green-
house gas emissions from the increases predicted by the EPA to decreases in line with Ireland’s 
2030 climate targets and in line with the 2050 national transition objective. [45643/18]

06/11/2018WRD04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Mitiga-
tion Plan agreed by Government in 2017 begins to set Ireland on a pathway towards decarboni-
sation and includes over 100 actions for Government Departments and public bodies. 

As the Minister for Transport, I am acutely aware of the specific challenge facing Ireland 
in tackling climate change and achieving our renewable energy targets in our transport sector 
where travel demand is growing and fossil fuel use is firmly established.  To address this chal-
lenge, emission reductions and energy efficiencies are being strongly pursued through four 
main channels.

Firstly, we are increasing investment in the public and sustainable transport to support mod-
al shift and accommodate growing travel demand.  An efficient public transport sector is a key 
priority in meeting our climate change goals.  The NDP has committed €8.6 billion to public 
transport over the next 10 years to 2027.  Improving public transport services and infrastructure 
is central to providing an alternative to the private car:  not only to reduce congestion and emis-
sions but also to enable the transport sector to cater, in an environmentally sustainable way, for 
the increasing demands associated with growing population and employment.  Major projects 
planned include: BusConnects, which will transform the bus network in our cities with new and 
expanded bus routes, greatly improved bus access, designated segregated cycle lanes and park 
and ride facilities; investment in the DART Expansion Programme; and the MetroLink.  We 
also have multi-annual urban Cycling and Walking Infrastructure investment underway for our 
main cities. 

Secondly, we are encouraging a transition away from fossil fuels.  In the ‘National Policy 
Framework on Alternative Fuels Infrastructure for Transport in Ireland’   I firmly outlined my 
ambition that by 2030 all new cars and vans sold in Ireland would be zero-emission capable. To 
support this ambition and a Programme for Partnership Government commitment, an interde-
partmental Low-Emitting Vehicles (LEV) Taskforce was jointly convened by my Department 
and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.  Phase 1 of the 
Taskforce considered a range of measures and options to accelerate the deployment of EVs.  
Arising from their recommendations further generous incentives for EVs were announced as 
part of Budgets 2018 and 2019 aimed at assisting all drivers in purchasing hybrid or electric 
cars, including significant toll reductions.  Phase 1 of the LEV Taskforce is now complete and 
the LEV Taskforce Progress Report is available on my Department’s website.  Phase 2 has be-
gun its work and will consider the options available to Government to support the deployment 
of other alternative fuels, namely natural gas, biomethane, hydrogen, and synthetic/paraffinic 
fuels, with a particular emphasis on the heavy duty vehicle sector.

Thirdly, the Biofuels Obligation Scheme plays a major role in decarbonising the road trans-
port sector in Ireland.  The penetration of biofuels as a share of road transport energy has in-
creased significantly over recent years from a share of 4 % in 2010 to 8% (by volume) from 
2017.  It is intended that the biofuel obligation scheme will be incrementally increased on a 
sustainable basis to help meet the renewable transport target of 10% by 2020 as set under the 
Renewable Energy Directive. The obligation rate will increase to 10% by volume from 1 Janu-
ary 2019; and again to 11% by volume from 1 January 2020.

Finally, an important role will be played by more efficient standards for vehicles.  Ireland 
continues to push strongly for better EU vehicles standards, seeking greater ambition in regula-
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tions that ensure vehicles registered in Europe are increasingly more efficient and less emitting.  
It is through better technology and improved efficiency that carbon emissions generated by 
vehicles can be decoupled from increased economic activity and population growth.

06/11/2018WRD04100Proposed Legislation

06/11/2018WRD04200106. Deputy Maureen O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
status of the work being carried out on the legislation for the regulation of rickshaws. [45524/18]

06/11/2018WRD04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy may be 
aware, earlier today I received Cabinet approval for publication of a Draft General Scheme of 
a Bill to amend the Taxi Regulation Act 2013 so as to provide for the regulation of rickshaws. I 
am delighted that this Bill has been supported and I look forward to it progressing through the 
Houses.

Earlier this year I committed to examining what would be the best regulatory approach for 
rickshaws, as a result of the public safety concerns being raised. I tasked my Department with 
considering a range of options and engaging in consultation with a number of stakeholders re-
garding a new regulatory approach.  

My Bill will introduce comprehensive new detention powers which will ensure effective 
enforcement of a ban on motorised rickshaws carrying passengers for reward, since these are 
the faster vehicles which create the greater risks.  The Bill will also introduce a licensing regime 
for non-motorised rickshaws only.  These new measures will ensure that rickshaws drivers and 
vehicles are vetted and registered and I am confident that this will significantly improve safety 
for passengers and for all road users.  The new approach will also enhance customer experience 
and in turn help improve the ambiance in our city centres, bringing further benefits for tourism 
and local businesses. 

It is my hope that this Bill can progress through the Houses without delay.

06/11/2018WRE00200Seanad Reform

06/11/2018WRE00300107. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Taoiseach the status of the work of the Seanad reform 
implementation group and in particular its considerations on the extension of Seanad election 
voting rights to additional third-level institutions. [45028/18]

06/11/2018WRE00400The Taoiseach: The Seanad Reform Implementation Group is finalising it’s deliberations 
and is expected to report in the coming weeks.

06/11/2018WRE00425Departmental Communications

06/11/2018WRE00450108. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach the amount spent on making videos in 
each month since he became Taoiseach. [44621/18]

06/11/2018WRE00475Taoiseach (Deputy Leo Varadkar): In communicating the work of Government, it is im-
portant to provide information to citizens in a manner in which they wish to receive it, which 
includes the medium of video.

Below is the breakdown of costs which have been processed by my Department relating to 
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video production from June 2017 to September 2018.  Note that amounts below represent pay-
ments fully processed through the finance system.  There may be some outstanding payments 
relating to invoices which have yet to be presented.  

Campaigns include:

- Healthy Ireland

- Self-Employed Benefits

- Project Ireland 2040

- Luas Cross-City Launch video

- Global Ireland

- Legislation video

- Ireland.ie

- Rugby World Cup bid

- Budget 2018

- Back to School

- 25th Anniversary of the decriminalisation of homosexuality.

06/11/2018WRE00500Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

06/11/2018WRE00600109. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his discussion with 
the Japanese Prime Minister, Mr. Shinzo Abe, when they met in Brussels on 18 October 2018. 
[44651/18]

06/11/2018WRE00700The Taoiseach: I attended the Asia Europe Summit in Brussels on 19 October.  On the 
margins of the meeting, I had the opportunity to meet with a number of Asian leaders, including 
the Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. I recalled the Prime Minister’s visit to Ireland in 2013 
and spoke of the continuing close relationship between Ireland and Japan. I also outlined the 
reasons Ireland has sought election to the UN Security Council for the term 2021-2022.

06/11/2018WRE00800Departmental Staff Data

06/11/2018WRE00900110. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Taoiseach the breakdown of the staff in his Depart-
ment by grade. [44653/18]

06/11/2018WRE01000The Taoiseach: The information requested by the Deputy (as at 6 November 2018) is set 
out in the following table.

Grade *Number of Staff
 Secretary General 1
 Second Secretary General 1
 Assistant Secretary 6
 Principal Officer 15
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Grade *Number of Staff
 Assistant Principal Officer 35
 Higher Executive Officer 34
 Administrative Officer 16
 Executive Officer 36
 Clerical Officer 37
 Services Staff 18
* Excluding politically appointed staff.

06/11/2018WRE01100Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRE01200111. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he, his departmental officials and-
or his predecessors have met companies and an organisation (details supplied) and-or represen-
tatives of same in the past three years to date; and if so, if a schedule of those meetings and the 
associated minutes will be published [44783/18]

06/11/2018WRE01300The Taoiseach: As I have stated in the House recently, I was invited by Science Foundation 
Ireland to present Mr. David McCourt (CEO Granahan McCourt), with the Science Founda-
tion Ireland St. Patrick’s Day Medal at a public event held in Washington DC in March 2018 
at which the media were present and which was reported at the time. We did not discuss the 
national broadband programme. 

Mr. McCourt wrote to me on two occasions, in June 2017 congratulating me on my appoint-
ment and seeking a meeting to discuss his portfolio of companies, and in 2018 to invite me to 
launch his book. The 2017 correspondence was acknowledged by my office, and an email de-
clining the invitation to launch his book was issued to the 2018 correspondence.

I have had no other meeting or discussion with Mr McCourt regarding the National Broad-
band Plan.

Departmental records show that my predecessor Mr. Enda Kenny was invited by Mr. David 
McCourt to attend the launch of ALTV.com on 2 June 2016 at the RHA Gallery, 15 Ely Place, 
Dublin 2. The then Taoiseach did not attend this launch and referred Mr. McCourt’s correspon-
dence to his colleague the then Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, Ms. Mary Mitchell 
O’Connor. 

Following an invitation from Mr. Conal Henry, as CEO of Enet, Mr. Kenny attended Enet’s 
Fibre to the Home launch event on 29 January 2016 at the Ballyseedy Home and Garden Centre 
in Tralee, Kerry.

A search of Departmental records indicates that there weren’t any meetings between of-
ficials in the Department of the Taoiseach and representatives of the Enet Irish Infrastructure 
Fund in the past there years.

06/11/2018WRE01400Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRE01500112. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Taoiseach the location of the submissions made to 
the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form. 
[44866/18]
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06/11/2018WRE01600113. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Taoiseach the consultations undertaken by his De-
partment in each of the past ten years in tabular form. [44884/18]

06/11/2018WRE01700The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 112 and 113 together.

Details of the public consultations undertaken by my Department in the years 2008 to 2017 
and to date in 2018, and the location of submissions where published, are set out in the follow-
ing tables.

2008

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by Department 
of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions 
where published

 1 Consultation on a draft Official Languages Scheme 
for the Department of An Taoiseach

2009

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by Department 
of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions 
where published

1 Consultation by the Innovation Taskforce to in-
form its report on ‘Innovation Ireland’

Originally published on 
www.innovationtaskforce.ie

2010

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by Department 
of An Taoiseach

Web address for submis-
sions where published

 Nil

2011

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by Depart-
ment of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions 
where published

1 Consultation on Ireland’s National Reform 
Programme in advance of its submission to the 
European Commission.

2012

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by Department 
of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions 
where published

1 Consultation on Ireland’s National Reform Pro-
gramme in advance of its submission to the Euro-
pean Commission.
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2013

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by De-
partment of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions where 
published

1 Consultation on the proposed Government 
Policy Statement on Sectoral Economic 
Regulation.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/Pub-
lications/Publications_2013/Govern-
ment_Policy_Statement_on_Econom-
ic_Regulation.html

2 Consultation on Ireland’s National Reform 
Programme in advance of its submission to 
the European Commission.

2014

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by 
Department of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions where 
published

1 Consultation on the Reform of the Seanad 
(Manning Group).

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/work_of_
the_department/protocol/working_
group_on_seanad_reform/seanad_re-
form_.html

2 Consultation on Ireland’s National Reform 
Programme in advance of its submission to 
the European Commission.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/pub-
lications/publications_2014/National_
Reform_Programme_2014.html

3 Call for submissions on the Department of 
the Taoiseach’s Statement of Strategy 2015 
– 2017.

4 Call for submissions on the Regulation 
of sponsorship by alcohol companies of 
major sporting events.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/News/
Government_Press_Releases/Work-
ing_Group_Consulations_Sports_
Sponsership_by_Alcohol_companies.
html

5 Consultation on the Preparation of a new 
Strategy for the International Financial 
Services Sector.

6 Consultations on the draft National Risk 
Assessment.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/Publica-
tions/Publications_2014/Draft_Nation-
al_Risk_Assessment_2014.html

2015

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by 
Department of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions where 
published

1 Consultation on Ireland’s National Re-
form Programme in advance of its sub-
mission to the European Commission.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/pub-
lications/publications_2015/National_
Reform_Programme_2015.html
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No. Details of Consultation undertaken by 
Department of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions where 
published

2 Consultations on the draft National Risk 
Assessment.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/Publica-
tions/Publications_2015/Draft_Na-
tional_Risk_Assessment_2015.html

3 Consultation on a draft Official Lan-
guages Scheme for the Department of An 
Taoiseach.

2016

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by 
Department of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions where 
published

1 Consultation on Ireland’s approach to the 
digital age of consent.

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/
Pages/Consultation_on_Data_protec-
tion_safeguards_for_children_Digi-
tal_Age_of_Consent

2 Consultation on Ireland’s National Re-
form Programme in advance of its sub-
mission to the European Commission.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/
Work_of_The_Department/Econom-
ic_Division/Economic/NRP/Nation-
al_Reform_Programme_2016.html

3 Call for submissions on the Department 
of the Taoiseach’s Statement of Strategy 
2016 – 2019

4 Consultations on the draft National Risk 
Assessment

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/Publica-
tions/Publications_2016/2016_Na-
tional_Risk_Assessment.html

2017

No. Details of Consultation undertaken by 
Department of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions where pub-
lished

1 Consultations on the draft National Risk 
Assessment

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/eng/Publications/
Publications_2017/National_Risk_
Assessment_2017_%E2%80%93_Over-
view_of_Strategic_Risks.html

2 Consultation on the establishment of a 
National Policy Statement on the Bio-
economy.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/News/
Government_Press_Releases/Bio-econo-
my.html

3 Consultation on Ireland’s National Re-
form Programme in advance of its sub-
mission to the European Commission.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/Work_
of_The_Department/Economic_Division/
Economic/NRP/National_Reform_Pro-
gramme_2017.html

2018
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No. Details of Consultation undertaken by 
Department of An Taoiseach

Web address for submissions where pub-
lished

1 Consultation on National Digital Strat-
egy. **

2 Consultation on Regulation of Online Po-
litical Advertising in Ireland - launched 
21.09.18. **

3 Consultations on the draft National Risk 
Assessment.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/News/
Government_Press_Releases/Govern-
ment-published_the_National_Risk_As-
sessment_2018.html

4 Consultation on Ireland’s National 
Reform Programme in advance of its 
submission to the European Commission.

www.taoiseach.gov.ie/DOT/eng/Work_
of_The_Department/Economic_Division/
Economic/NRP/National_Reform_Pro-
gramme_2018.html

** Consultations still in progress

06/11/2018WRE01900Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRE02000114. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Taoiseach if a company (details supplied) has 
undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or renovate projects over the past ten 
years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which it was built; if building fire safety 
inspections have been carried out on the projects since construction; and the details of same. 
[45207/18]

06/11/2018WRE02100The Taoiseach: My Department does not have any budget for capital expenditure or infra-
structure. Therefore the company named has not undertaken any work for my Department or 
any agency under its remit in the past ten years. The properties occupied by my Department 
and by the National Economic & Social Development Office (NESDO) are provided and main-
tained by the Office of Public Works.

06/11/2018WRE02200Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRE02300115. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach the details of engagements, meetings 
or correspondence that each Minister of State in his Department has had with a person (details 
supplied) in the past three years. [45465/18]

06/11/2018WRE02400The Taoiseach: There are currently four Ministers of State, including the Government 
Chief Whip assigned to my Department.  The Minister of State with special responsibility for 
Defence,  the Minister of State for European Affairs and the Government Chief Whip are based 
at the Department of the Taoiseach.  Their offices have confirmed that the Ministers have had 
no engagements, meetings or correspondence with the named individual in the past three years.  

The Minister of State with special responsibility for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Dig-
ital Single Market and Data Protection is based in the Department of Enterprise & Innovation. 
The Minister for Business, Enterprise & Innovation has outlined the position of the Minister for 
State in that regard.

In addition, over the period in question the then Minister of State with special responsibil-
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ity for the Diaspora was based at the Department of the Taoiseach.  This office is now located 
in the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade and the Tánaiste has responded in respect of the 
Minister of State.

06/11/2018WRE02500Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRE02600116. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Taoiseach the amount his Department has spent 
in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigations and State inquiries as recommended by 
the independent review mechanism and State tribunals; the number and name of these investi-
gations; and the individual costs of same. [45916/18]

06/11/2018WRE02700The Taoiseach: My Department has no responsibility in relation to any commissions of 
investigation, State inquiries or State Tribunals which arose from recommendations of the Inde-
pendent Review Mechanism.  Accordingly, the issue of cost does not arise for my Department.

06/11/2018WRE02800Defence Forces Training

06/11/2018WRE02900117. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the status of 
progress on the plans for an institute for peace support and leadership training at the Curragh; 
when the feasibility study under way is due to be received; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44628/18]

06/11/2018WRE03000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The White Paper 
on Defence includes a commitment to evaluate the potential development of a new Institute for 
Peace Support and Leadership Training at the Defence Forces Training Centre in the Curragh. 
The current Programme for a Partnership Government also includes a commitment to develop 
this Institute. It is foreseen that the new Institute would have international standing and con-
tribute to the overall development of knowledge and experience in the areas of peace support, 
leadership and conflict resolution. 

Scoping work was carried out on the proposal throughout 2016. A concept paper was de-
veloped and some initial consultations took place with national and international third level 
and research institutes, as well as potential philanthropic contributors. Arising from this, it was 
decided to conduct a formal feasibility study. Following a tender process in 2017, a contract 
was awarded to a consultancy body to complete this study. Work on the study commenced in 
January 2018 and an interim report is expected to be finalised shortly.  This interim report will 
inform the next steps to be taken. 

06/11/2018WRE03100Air Corps Strength

06/11/2018WRE03200118. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his plans to 
reopen the Air Corps pilot service commitment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44693/18]

06/11/2018WRE03300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): As the Deputy 
will be aware, under my direction, the Department of Defence brought the issue of the reten-
tion of certain specialists, including Air Corps pilots, to the attention of the Public Service Pay 
Commission in 2017. This matter is referenced in paragraph 6.29 of the Commission’s report 
of May 2017. 
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I have previously stated that there are difficulties in recruiting and retaining specialists in 
the PDF. This includes pilots and certain other technical specialists. The Government has tasked 
the Public Service Pay Commission with examining recruitment and retention challenges in the 
Defence Sector in more detail and issues relating to Air Corps pilots will be examined within 
this forum.  In this context, the Public Service Pay Commission requested detailed information 
from the Department of Defence which was duly forwarded to the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform. The Public Service Pay Commission will report in due course. The findings 
and proposals arising will be considered at that time.

06/11/2018WRE03400Defence Forces Recruitment

06/11/2018WRE03500119. Deputy Seamus Healy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if leaving cer-
tificate results obtained in two sittings can be accepted for entry into the Army cadets; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44743/18]

06/11/2018WRE03600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Terms and 
Conditions relating to minimum educational qualifications for school leavers/non graduates 
applying for an Army Cadetship in the 2018 competition included the specific requirement for 
Leaving Certificate results to be obtained in a single sitting. This requirement has been included 
in the Terms and Conditions for the Cadetship competitions for a significant period of time.

A candidate who applied for a cadetship in the Army in 2018 initiated legal proceedings by 
way of a Judicial Review in the High Court. 

The Court is due to give a reasoned judgment on 13   November 2018. The judgement will 
be considered at that time and will inform further action by the Department of Defence.

06/11/2018WRE03700Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRE03800120. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he, his 
departmental officials and-or his ministerial predecessors have met companies and an organisa-
tion (details supplied) and-or representatives of same in the past three years to date; if so, if a 
schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44773/18]

06/11/2018WRE03900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In the past three 
years neither I, my ministerial predecessor in this Department, nor any of my Department of-
ficials, have met with the company referred to by Deputy, or any of its representatives.

06/11/2018WRE04000Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRE04100121. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the location of 
the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten 
years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44856/18]

06/11/2018WRE04200122. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the consulta-
tions undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44874/18]

06/11/2018WRE04300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I propose to take 
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Questions Nos. 121 and 122 together.

The consultations undertaken and the location of submissions made to the consultations 
undertaken by my Department in each of the past ten years are as follows: 

Consultation Topic/Subject  Year Location Where Submis-
sions are Stored

How to Access the Submissions

Irish Language Scheme 2009 Hard copies are held in 
Department.

Access to these submissions is subject 
to normal data protection and FOI 
considerations.

Department of Defence and 
Defence Forces Strategy 
Statement 2011-2013

2010 Electronic copies and 
hard copies are held in 
Department. 

Access to these submissions is subject 
to normal data protection and FOI 
considerations. 

Department of Defence and 
Defence Forces Strategy 
Statement 2011-2014

2011 Electronic copies and 
hard copies are held in 
Department. 

Access to these submissions is subject 
to normal data protection and FOI 
considerations.

Irish Language Scheme 2013 Hard copies held in De-
partment

Access to these submissions is subject 
to normal data protection and FOI 
considerations.

The Green Paper on Defence, 
initiated a public consultation 
process which informed the 
subsequent development of 
the White Paper on Defence 
2015

 2013 Electronic copies and 
hard copies are held in 
Department. 

Access to these submissions is subject 
to normal data protection and FOI 
considerations.

Irish Language Scheme  2017 Hard copies are held in 
Department.

Access to these submissions is subject 
to normal data protection and FOI 
considerations.

06/11/2018WRE04500Defence Forces Recruitment

06/11/2018WRE04600123. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the number of 
applicants recruited despite failing a psychometric test for recruitment campaigns undertaken in 
the Defence Forces in 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44999/18]

06/11/2018WRE04700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I will revert to the 
Deputy with this information as soon as I have the details.

06/11/2018WRE04800Health and Safety

06/11/2018WRE04900124. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the action 
he has taken or plans to take on foot of the O’Toole report which was sent to the whistleblowers 
12 months ago and feedback received a number of months ago; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45046/18]

06/11/2018WRE05000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The State Claims 
Agency is currently managing 7 claims taken by former and current members of the Air Corps 
for personal injuries alleging exposure to chemical and toxic substances whilst working in the 
Air Corps. 

Three written disclosures were made, in November and December 2015 and January 2016, 
under the provisions of section 8 of the Protected Disclosures Act 2014, relating to alleged fail-
ings in the Defence Organisation in the area of Health and Safety.  Legal advice was sought on 
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how best to progress certain disclosures as elements related to matters which are the subject of 
the ongoing litigation. I appointed an independent reviewer to examine the disclosures.

Following receipt of the report of the independent reviewer, I invited the views of those who 
had made the disclosures and published the report.  I also sent the report to the Chief of Staff 
for the views and actions of the military authorities to be set out.  In parallel to the independent 
review, following an inspection in 2016, the Air Corps had continued to work with the Health 
and Safety Authority (HSA) to improve its health and safety regime. I have been informed by 
the military authorities that the HSA has formally noted the considerable progress made to date 
by the Defence Forces towards implementation of a safety management system for the control 
of hazardous substances.  Subject to completion of the improvement plan the HSA investigation 
is closed. However, it must be noted that in the Air Corps health and safety is a matter of ongo-
ing monitoring, supervision and adjustment.

I am considering the responses I received from the parties and legal advice in the context of 
ongoing active litigation before deciding on the next steps to be taken.

06/11/2018WRE05100Defence Forces Recruitment

06/11/2018WRE05200125. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the reason 
a person (details supplied) was not able to start their military training on the date advised to 
them; the steps the Defence Forces is taking to ensure that this person can start training as soon 
as possible; if the person will start training before the end of 2018; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45051/18]

06/11/2018WRE05300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I have made 
inquiries into this matter and I am pleased to inform you that an offer of employment has been 
made to the person in question.

06/11/2018WRE05400Departmental Funding

06/11/2018WRE05500126. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the annual 
allocation for defence in each budget since 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45053/18]

06/11/2018WRE05600Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): Details of the 
gross annual allocations since 2008 for Defence, including both Vote 35 - Army Pensions and 
Vote 36 - Defence, are outlined in the following table.

Year Vote 35 Army Pen-
sions

Vote 36 Defence Total

2008 €190.6m €891.2m €1,081.8m
2009 €209.0m €852.5m €1,061.5m
2010 €209.0m €756.4m €965.4m
2011 €208.0m €727.0m €935.0m
2012 €214.4m €688.4m €902.8m
2013 €214.8m €681.3m €896.1m
2014 €221.0m €677.8m €898.8m
2015 €221.0m €677.3m €898.3m
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Year Vote 35 Army Pen-
sions

Vote 36 Defence Total

2016 €223.7m €681.8m €905.5m
2017 €229.6m €691.8m €921.4m
2018 €239.1m €707.3m €946.4m
2019 €249.1m €744.9m €994.0m

The Vote 36 budget allocation provides for pay and allowances, Defence Forces standing 
and operational costs and also facilitates investment in essential equipment and infrastructure. 
Vote 35 provides for the payment of retirement benefits to former members of the Defence 
Forces and certain dependants.

06/11/2018WRE05700Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRE05800127. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if a company 
(details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or renovate proj-
ects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which it was built; 
if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since construction; the 
details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45197/18]

06/11/2018WRE05900Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I can confirm 
that my Department has not undertaken any building or renovation projects with the company 
referred to by the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRE06000Departmental Correspondence

06/11/2018WRE06100128. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 106 of 26 September 2018, when a copy of DMC47 will be furnished. 
[45337/18]

06/11/2018WRE06200Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In my written 
reply to the Deputy’s question on 26 September 2018, I advised that the matter was receiving 
attention and I would revert to her in due course. 

The position is that the document referred to by the Deputy is one that relates to matters that 
may arise in the course of current litigation. As the Deputy will be aware there are a number of 
claims made by current and former members of the Defence Forces who allege personal injury 
as a consequence of their consumption of the anti-malarial Mefloquine (Lariam). The State 
Claims Agency who manages these claims has advised that a case is listed for hearing in the 
High Court on 20 November 2018. In these circumstances, it would be inappropriate for me to 
furnish any internal military documents which may fall to be considered in the context of such 
litigation.

06/11/2018WRE06300Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRE06400129. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the details 
of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his Department has 



6 November 2018

35

had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45455/18]

06/11/2018WRE06500Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): In the past three 
years, I have not met with, nor had any engagements with, the person referred to by the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRE06600Defence Forces Recruitment

06/11/2018WRE06700130. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45581/18]

06/11/2018WRE06800Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Terms and 
Conditions relating to minimum educational qualifications for school leavers/non graduates 
applying for an Army Cadetship in the 2018 competition included the specific requirement for 
Leaving Certificate results to be obtained in a single sitting. This requirement has been included 
in the Terms and Conditions for the Cadetship competitions for a significant period of time.

A candidate who applied for a cadetship in the Army in 2018 initiated legal proceedings by 
way of a Judicial Review in the High Court.  

The Court is due to give a reasoned judgment on 13 November 2018. The judgment will be 
considered at that time and will inform further action by the Department of Defence.

06/11/2018WRE06900Air Corps Strength

06/11/2018WRE07000131. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of personnel employed in a full-time flight safety role in the Air Corps; and the ranks of 
each. [45753/18]

06/11/2018WRE07100Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The Flight Safety 
Office is currently staffed by 4 personnel comprising of 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 1 Captain, 1 
Sergeant Major and 1 Sergeant.  

In addition to the personnel outlined, the Deputy will appreciate that, similar to all aviation 
organisations, flight safety responsibilities extend across a range of roles and personnel in the 
Air Corps, including, for example, the General Officer Commanding the Air Corps as Director 
of Military Aviation, commanding officers, squadron commanders, aircraft commanders, pilots 
and the technical staff who maintain and certify aircraft.

06/11/2018WRF00200Defence Forces Medical Services

06/11/2018WRF00300132. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if assistance 
will be provided with regard to the medical expenses for a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45800/18]

06/11/2018WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): I understand that 
the military medical authorities have been in contact directly with the individual concerned to 
discuss his ongoing treatment.

06/11/2018WRF00500Defence Forces Personnel Data
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06/11/2018WRF00600133. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the num-
ber of Defence Forces cadets who graduated in each of the past two years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45863/18]

06/11/2018WRF00700Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): The details re-
quested by the Deputy are set out in the following table:

Year No. of Cadets Commissioned
 2016 35 
 2017 40
This year, a total of 88 cadets have been commissioned. This includes 6 Air Corps Officers 

who received their commissions on Friday 2 November 2018.  

Recruitment to the Commissioned Ranks continues, and in that regard, the 95th cadet class 
was inducted on 24 September 2018, comprising of 86 cadets who will receive their commis-
sions in early 2020. Two commissioning ceremonies are planned for early 2019, one in Febru-
ary and the other in March.

06/11/2018WRF00800North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRF00900134. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence if he will re-
port on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45894/18]

06/11/2018WRF01000Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has no provision for an allocation to north south bodies in 2019.

06/11/2018WRF01100Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRF01200135. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Taoiseach and Minister for Defence the amount 
his Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigations and State in-
quiries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism and State tribunals; the num-
ber and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45908/18]

06/11/2018WRF01300Minister of State at the Department of Defence (Deputy Paul Kehoe): My Department 
has not incurred any expenditure in 2018 on commissions of investigations or State inquiries.

06/11/2018WRF01400UN Conferences

06/11/2018WRF01500136. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if Ireland was represented at the UN third high-level meeting on non-communicable diseases in 
New York on 27 September 2018; if so, the contribution that was made to the meeting; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45024/18]

06/11/2018WRF01600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): Ireland has a strong commitment to health and HIV and AIDS in our internation-
al development cooperation policy and programme. Our engagement in health is focused on 
building strong health systems, supporting immunisation and prioritising human resources for 
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health. We consider these as critical elements of a more robust health system better equipped to 
tackle the challenges posed by non-communicable diseases.    In recent years non-communica-
ble diseases have had an increasing impact on population health with disproportionately higher 
rates in developing countries. Non-communicable diseases are the leading cause of mortality 
worldwide and a series public health threat to developing countries. Adequate health systems 
and a strong public health approach are required to address these challenges. 

I along with senior officials from my Department represented Ireland at the UN Third High-
level Meeting on Non-Communicable diseases in New York. This event took place on the mar-
gins of the UN General Assembly meeting in September 2018. 

In preparation for the high level meeting Ireland participated in UN and EU negotiations on 
non-communicable diseases. In this process we contributed to the political declaration which 
emerged from the High Level Meeting as well as an EU position on non-communicable dis-
eases which was delivered at the High Level Meeting. 

In these negotiations and through the EU statement Ireland pushed for a strong emphasis on 
strengthening health systems, ensuring adequately trained human resources and a strong public 
health approach to meet the increasing challenges of non-communicable diseases.

06/11/2018WRF01700Military Aircraft Landings

06/11/2018WRF01800137. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade fur-
ther to Questions Nos. 557, 559 and 560 of 23 October 2018, the reason these same conditions 
are not imposed on all civilian aircraft on contract to the US military that are being approved in 
view of the fact that his Department has repeatedly stated that all US military aircraft transit-
ing through Shannon Airport are approved on the basis of assurances from the US Government 
that they are not engaged in military operations, military exercises, not transporting weapons or 
munitions and not engaged in intelligence gathering operations. [45252/18]

06/11/2018WRF01900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
regulation of civil aircraft is governed by the Convention on International Civil Aviation (the 
Chicago Convention). From that Convention and subsequent international treaties, internation-
al rights and freedoms of air for civil aircraft, including the right to refuel are derived. Ireland’s 
rights and obligations under the Convention have been incorporated into Irish law through the 
Air Navigation and Transport Act 1946 (as amended). The legislation provides that the Minis-
ter for Transport has primary responsibility for the regulation of civil aircraft, including those 
chartered to other States.    Under the Air Navigation (Carriage of War, Weapons and dangerous 
Goods) Order 1973, as amended, civil aircraft are prohibited from carrying weapons or muni-
tions in Irish sovereign airspace or into Irish airports unless they receive an exemption from the 
Minister for Transport.   In considering such applications, the Department of Transport, Tour-
ism and Sport seeks the advice of relevant Government Departments, including the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Consistent with our stated policy my Department recommends against the carriage of muni-
tions, with exceptions made for unloaded personal weapons or those intended for international 
crisis management and peace support operations. 

In the first six months of this year, my Department has recommended against approval of 12 
applications for exemptions.
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06/11/2018WRF02000North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRF02100138. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if he will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department. [45903/18]

06/11/2018WRF02200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In this 
jurisdiction, responsibility for the North South Implementation Bodies established under the 
British Irish Agreement is exercised by several of my Government colleagues:  the Minister for 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation (InterTrade Ireland), the Minister for Culture, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht  (Waterways Ireland and the Language Body which comprises Foras na Gaeilge 
and the Ulster Scots Agency), the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment  (the Foyle, Carlingford and Irish Lights Commission - Loughs Agency); the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform  (the Special EU Programmes Body);  and the Minister for 
Health (the Food Safety Promotion Board).  Tourism Ireland Ltd. is the responsibility of the 
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.  I do not have direct responsibility for any of the 
North South Implementation Bodies or Tourism Ireland Ltd, or for allocations made to those 
Bodies.   The North South Implementation Bodies and Tourism Ireland, all of which operate 
on an all-island basis, are funded jointly by the Administrations, North and South, on the basis 
of an agreed contribution ratio, which varies from Body to Body, and decisions concerning the 
Bodies are taken jointly by the relevant Ministers North and South in the North South Ministe-
rial Council (NSMC).

At present, in the absence of a Northern Ireland Executive, it is not possible for the NSMC 
to meet and to bring the Government and Executive together to oversee ongoing North South 
work and further develop cooperation, as provided for under the Good Friday Agreement.   Not-
withstanding the current political situation, the North South Implementation Bodies continue to 
carry out their important public functions in line with their mandates and to deliver economic 
and social benefits for people across the island. 

Allocations to the Bodies are matters for the Ministers that I have listed, and full details of 
the allocations for 2019 will be set out in the Revised Estimates Volume.

06/11/2018WRF02300British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference

06/11/2018WRF02400139. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the British Irish Intergovernmental Conference; and the issues that 
were discussed. [45880/18]

06/11/2018WRF02500Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): A 
meeting of the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference (BIIGC) took place in Dublin on 
2 November.  The Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles Flanagan TD, and I represented 
the Government.  The UK Government was represented by the Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, David Lidington MP, and the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley 
MP Set up under the Good Friday Agreement, the Conference brings together the Irish and UK 
Governments to promote bilateral co-operation at all levels on all matters of mutual interest 
within the competence of both Governments.  Following on from the most recent meeting of 
the BIIGC, in London on 25 July, last week’s meeting provided the opportunity to continue 
our discussions on legacy issues, security co-operation, East-West matters, and political stabil-
ity in Northern Ireland.    At the meeting, we reaffirmed our commitment to implementing the 
framework established in the 2014 Stormont House Agreement to comprehensively address the 
legacy of Northern Ireland’s past, taking account of the UK Government’s public consultation 
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on establishing the legacy institutions. 

On security co-operation, both Governments recalled the commitments made in the 2015 
Fresh Start Agreement to ending paramilitarism and welcomed the first report of the Indepen-
dent Reporting Commission (IRC) established under that Agreement. In considering the find-
ings and recommendations contained in the report, the Conference noted in particular the IRC’s 
view that the full operation of the institutions of the Good Friday Agreement is essential to 
ending paramilitarism and achieving community transformation. 

The Conference discussed a joint paper by Irish and British officials which outlined a num-
ber of possible models to maintain and strengthen the high level of bilateral co-operation be-
tween the UK and Ireland post-Brexit.  Both Governments agreed that these new structures for 
systemic bilateral co-operation should demonstrate the strength and depth of the relationship, 
provide opportunities for ministers and officials to continue to engage with each other, and 
provide an overall architecture for cooperation that is both meaningful and sustainable in the 
future.  As announced following the Conference, this model would include top level summits 
involving Heads of Government and senior ministers and would alternate between Ireland and 
the UK.  These summits would be supported by close bilateral work by ministers.  Officials on 
both sides have been asked to turn these ideas into a detailed practical plan of work with a view 
to presenting a fully worked through proposal for future East-West cooperation for consider-
ation at the next meeting of the Conference.

The Conference provided both Governments the opportunity to reaffirm our strong sup-
port for the Good Friday and subsequent Agreements.  It was recognised that the institutions 
of the Good Friday Agreement have been essential for the progress made in Northern Ireland 
over the past two decades and that they remain the indispensable framework for the political 
process in Northern Ireland.  Both Governments reiterated their shared commitment to secur-
ing the operation of the devolved power-sharing Northern Ireland Executive and Assembly and 
the consequent resumption of meetings of the North-South Ministerial Council at the earliest 
opportunity. 

It was agreed that the BIIGC would reconvene in spring 2019.

06/11/2018WRF02525EU Development

06/11/2018WRF02550140. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he will report on the progress of EU reform. [45640/18]

06/11/2018WRF02575Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
debate on the future of Europe was launched by the Heads of State and Government of the 
EU27 in Bratislava in September 2016. The European Commission subsequently published a 
White Paper on the issue and followed it up with a series of Reflection Papers on EU finances, 
harnessing globalisation, defence, the social dimension and completion of economic and mon-
etary union.

In September 2017, the President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, launched the 
‘Leaders’ Agenda’, an ambitious work programme running until the European Parliament elec-
tions in 2019 which puts the European Council at the heart of decision-making process. 

The Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, T.D., is actively engaged in the Leaders’ Agenda, which has 
so far dealt with issues such as education and culture, migration, Economic and Monetary 
Union, taxation, MFF, innovation and digital economy, and internal security.
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Last November, I joined the Taoiseach and the Minister of State for European Affairs, Helen 
McEntee, T.D., in launching a Citizens’ Dialogue on the future of Europe.

The public were invited to contribute to the wider European debate by attending one of these 
events or making a submission online. Regional events were held in counties Galway, Meath, 
Cork and Donegal, as well as an NGO forum in Dublin. The series culminated in the National 
Citizens’ Dialogue on the Future of Europe at the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin, on 
Europe Day, 9 May last.

Last month my Department published a Report on the Citizens’ Dialogues. This will help 
to inform Ireland’s contribution to the wider debate which is expected to culminate in a special 
Informal Summit in Romania next May, where leaders will prepare the Strategic Agenda for 
2019-2024.

In advance of this Summit, we will publish a statement of our strategic priorities for the 
European Union.

06/11/2018WRF02600Citizenship Applications

06/11/2018WRF02700141. Deputy Declan Breathnach asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the number of persons who applied for Irish citizenship in each the years 2016, 2017 and 
to date in 2018; the locations from which the applicants are from; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44678/18]

06/11/2018WRF02800Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): FBR 
Application Numbers based on Place of Birth 2016

- Place of Birth No. of online applications
- WORLDWIDE TOTAL 13,982
1 ENGLAND 6,137
2 UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA
3,621

3 AUSTRALIA 846
4 SOUTH AFRICA 629
5 CANADA 533
6 SCOTLAND 491
7 NEW ZEALAND 403
8 WALES 136
9 GERMANY 91
10 CHINA 68
11 ZIMBABWE 62
12 FRANCE 57
13 PAKISTAN 57
14 UAE 50
15 SWITZERLAND 39
16 INDIA 38
17 SINGAPORE 36
18 BELGIUM 33
19 NETHERLANDS 25
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- Place of Birth No. of online applications
20 THAILAND 25
21 SPAIN 23
22 NIGERIA 21
23 ARGENTINA 20
24 ITALY 19
25 MALAYSIA 19
26 SAUDI ARABIA 19
27 KENYA 18
28 AUSTRIA 17
29 BRAZIL 17
30 GREECE 17
31 PHILIPPINES 17
32 ALGERIA 14
33 ISRAEL AND OCCUPIED 

TERRITORIES
14

34 JAPAN 14
35 RUSSIAN FEDERATION 14
36 IRAQ 13
37 SWEDEN 13
38 THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 12
39 ISLE OF MAN 11
40 LUXEMBOURG 10
41 CHILE 9
42 JORDAN 9
43 VIETNAM 9
44 INDONESIA 8
45 MALAWI 8
46 MEXICO 8
47 NAMIBIA 8
48 SUDAN 8
49 TUNISIA 8
50 BARBADOS 7
51 BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 7
52 DENMARK 7
53 NORWAY 7
54 ETHIOPIA 6
55 PORTUGAL 6
56 UKRAINE 6
57 EGYPT 5
58 QATAR 5
59 TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 5
60 BAHRAIN 4
61 BANGLADESH 4
62 BERMUDA 4



Questions - Written Answers

42

- Place of Birth No. of online applications
63 BOTSWANA 4
64 CYPRUS 4
65 ECUADOR 4
66 GIBRALTAR 4
67 MOROCCO 4
68 ALBANIA 3
69 BOLIVIA 3
70 BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA 3
71 GHANA 3
72 HUNGARY 3
73 JAMAICA 3
74 LEBANON 3
75 MALTA 3
76 OMAN 3
77 POLAND 3
78 ROMANIA 3
79 SOUTH KOREA 3
80 TOGO 3
81 TURKEY 3
82 CZECH REPUBLIC 2
83 EL SALVADOR 2
84 FINLAND 2
85 GEORGIA 2
86 GUATEMALA 2
87 GUYANA 2
88 KAZAKHSTAN 2
89 KIRIBATI 2
90 KUWAIT 2
91 LYBIA 2
92 MONACO 2
93 PAPUA NEW GUINEA 2
94 PARAGUAY 2
95 PERU 2
96 PUERTO RICO 2
97 SERBIA 2
98 SIERRA LEONE 2
99 SRI LANKA 2
100 SWAZILAND 2
101 SYRIA 2
102 URUGUAY 2
103 ANDORRA, PRINCIPAL-

ITY OF
1

104 BAHAMAS 1
105 BULGARIA 1
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- Place of Birth No. of online applications
106 BURMA 1
107 CAMBODIA, KINGDOM 

OF
1

108 CAMEROON 1
109 CAYMAN ISLANDS 1
110 CHRISTMAS ISLANDS 1
111 COLOMBIA 1
112 COSTA RICA 1
113 CROATIA 1
114 ESTONIA 1
115 FIJI 1
116 HONDURAS 1
117 LITHUANIA 1
118 MACAU 1
119 MAURITIUS 1
120 MONTENEGRO 1
121 MOZAMBIQUE 1
122 NEPAL 1
123 PANAMA 1
124 REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 1
125 RWANDA 1
126 SOMALIA 1
127 ST LUCIA 1
128 TAIWAN 1
129 UGANDA 1
130 VENEZUELA 1
131 VIRGIN ISLANDS (BRIT-

ISH)
1

132 YEMEN 1
133 ZAMBIA 1
[Table cont]

  2017

- Place of Birth No. of online applications
- WORLDWIDE TOTAL 19,620
1  ENGLAND 9,482
2  UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA
4,816

3  SCOTLAND 929
4  AUSTRALIA 889
5  SOUTH AFRICA 766
6  CANADA 630
7  NEW ZEALAND 446
8  WALES 199
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- Place of Birth No. of online applications
9  GERMANY 106
10  CHINA 104
11  PAKISTAN 83
12  FRANCE 67
13  ZIMBABWE 53
14  SWITZERLAND 51
15  SINGAPORE 46
16  UAE 45
17  BELGIUM 41
18  BRAZIL 41
19  SPAIN 39
20  ISRAEL AND OCCUPIED 

TERRITORIES
38

21  INDIA 37
22  ARGENTINA 34
23  NETHERLANDS 34
24  KENYA 24
25  THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 24
26  JAPAN 22
27  MALAYSIA 22
28  NIGERIA 22
29  ISLE OF MAN 21
30  SAUDI ARABIA 19
31  ALGERIA 18
32  ITALY 18
33  THAILAND 18
34  ZAMBIA 18
35  PHILIPPINES 17
36  CYPRUS 14
37  EGYPT 14
38  AUSTRIA 12
39  IRAQ 12
40  MALTA 12
41  MEXICO 12
42  LUXEMBOURG 11
43  SOMALIA 10
44  BERMUDA 9
45  JORDAN 9
46  MALAWI 9
47  NORWAY 9
48  BAHRAIN 8
49  CAYMAN ISLANDS 8
50  HUNGARY 8
51  MAURITIUS 8
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- Place of Birth No. of online applications
52  RUSSIAN FEDERATION 8
53  TURKEY 8
54  BOTSWANA 7
55  CZECH REPUBLIC 7
56  INDONESIA 7
57  KUWAIT 7
58  POLAND 7
59  PORTUGAL 7
60  QATAR 7
61  SOUTH KOREA 7
62  UGANDA 7
63  LEBANON 6
64  SWEDEN 6
65  TRINIDAD AND TOBA-

GO
6

66  BANGLADESH 5
67  CHILE 5
68  MOROCCO 5
69  SRI LANKA 5
70  TUNISIA 5
71  VENEZUELA 5
72  GIBRALTAR 4
73  GREECE 4
74  OMAN 4
75  BAHAMAS 3
76  BULGARIA 3
77  DENMARK 3
78  ECUADOR 3
79  ETHIOPIA 3
80  FIJI 3
81  FINLAND 3
82  GHANA 3
83  LATVIA 3
84  LIBYA 3
85  MONACO 3
86  REPUBLIC OF MOL-

DOVA
3

87  ROMANIA 3
88  SERBIA 3
89  SUDAN 3
90  TANZANIA 3
91  UKRAINE 3
92  VIETNAM 3
93  BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 2



Questions - Written Answers

46

- Place of Birth No. of online applications
94 CONGO, THE DEMO-

CRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
THE

2

95  MAURITANIA 2
96  PARAGUAY 2
97  PERU 2
98  SYRIA 2
99  TAIWAN 2
100  TOGO 2
101  YEMEN 2
102 N/A 1
103  ANDORRA, PRINCIPAL-

ITY OF
1

104  ANGOLA 1
105  BARBADOS 1
106  BELARUS 1
107  BELIZE 1
108  CAMBODIA, KINGDOM 

OF
1

109  CAMEROON 1
110  DOMINICA 1
111  EL SALVADOR 1
112  ESTONIA 1
113  FALKLAND ISLANDS 1
114  GAMBIA 1
115  GUATEMALA 1
116  KIRIBATI 1
117  KOSOVO 1
118  KYRGYZ REPUBLIC 

(KYRGYZSTAN)
1

119  LITHUANIA 1
120  MADAGASCAR 1
121  NEPAL 1
122  PANAMA 1
123  SIERRA LEONE 1
124  SLOVENIA 1
125  SWAZILAND 1
126  URUGUAY 1
[Table cont]

01/01/2018-25/10/2018

Place of Birth No. of online applications
WORLDWIDE TOTAL 20,044

1  ENGLAND 10,308
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Place of Birth No. of online applications
2  UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA
4,394

3  SCOTLAND 962
4  AUSTRALIA 909
5  SOUTH AFRICA 744
6  CANADA 645
7  NEW ZEALAND 447
8  WALES 240
9  GERMANY 99
10  CHINA 93
11  FRANCE 65
12  NIGERIA 57
13  PAKISTAN 55
14  SPAIN 53
15  ZIMBABWE 52
16  SINGAPORE 47
17  SWITZERLAND 47
18  BELGIUM 44
19  UAE 42
20  INDIA 37
21  NETHERLANDS 34
22  ARGENTINA 28
23  ISRAEL AND OCCUPIED 

TERRITORIES
28

24  KENYA 25
25  MALAYSIA 23
26  JAPAN 22
27  THAILAND 22
28  BRAZIL 20
29  EGYPT 19
30  ITALY 18
31  THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 18
32  TURKEY 18
33  MEXICO 17
34  PHILIPPINES 17
35  AUSTRIA 15
36  LUXEMBOURG 15
37  ZAMBIA 14
38  RUSSIAN FEDERATION 12
39  DENMARK 11
40  ISLE OF MAN 11
41  JORDAN 11
42  CYPRUS 10
43  IRAQ 10
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Place of Birth No. of online applications
44  MALTA 10
45  SWEDEN 10
46  ALGERIA 9
47  UKRAINE 9
48  MAURITIUS 8
49  QATAR 8
50  SOUTH KOREA 8
51  SUDAN 8
52  INDONESIA 7
53  ETHIOPIA 6
54  LEBANON 6
55  LIBYA 6
56  MOROCCO 6
57  POLAND 6
58  SAUDI ARABIA 6
59  TRINIDAD AND TOBA-

GO
6

60  BAHRAIN 5
61  JAMAICA 5
62  PANAMA 5
63  SYRIA 5
64  VIETNAM 5
65  ANTIGUA AND BAR-

BUDA
4

66  BANGLADESH 4
67  BARBADOS 4
68  BELARUS 4
69  CHILE 4
70  COLOMBIA 4
71  CZECH REPUBLIC 4
72  GEORGIA 4
73  GREECE 4
74  NAMIBIA 4
75  PERU 4
76  TAIWAN 4
77  TANZANIA 4
78  VENEZUELA 4
79  BERMUDA 3
80  BOTSWANA 3
81  CAYMAN ISLANDS 3
82  GIBRALTAR 3
83  KUWAIT 3
84  MONACO 3
85  OMAN 3
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Place of Birth No. of online applications
86  SRI LANKA 3
87  YEMEN 3
88  ALBANIA 2
89  BAHAMAS 2
90  BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 2
91  CAMEROON 2
92  COSTA RICA 2
93  GHANA 2
94  GUATEMALA 2
95  HUNGARY 2
96  IRAN 2
97  MALAWI 2
98  PUERTO RICO 2
99  SERBIA 2
100  TUNISIA 2
101  UGANDA 2
102  URUGUAY 2
103  BHUTAN 1
104  BOLIVIA 1
105  BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA 1
106  BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN 

TERRITORY
1

107 CAMBODIA, KINGDOM 
OF

1

108 CONGO, THE DEMO-
CRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
THE

1

109  CROATIA 1
110  DOMINICA 1
111  ECUADOR 1
112  FIJI 1
113  FINLAND 1
114  GAMBIA 1
115  HAITI 1
116  HONDURAS 1
117  KAZAKHSTAN 1
118  LATVIA 1
119  LESOTHO 1
120  MACAU 1
121  MACEDONIA 1
122  MARSHALL ISLANDS 1
123  NORWAY 1
124  PAPUA NEW GUINEA 1
125  PARAGUAY 1
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Place of Birth No. of online applications
126  PORTUGAL 1
127  ROMANIA 1
128  S. GEORGIA AND S. 

SANDWICH ISLS
1

129  ST. LUCIA 1
130  TOGO 1
131  TURKS AND CAICOS 

ISLANDS
1

06/11/2018WRF02900United Nations

06/11/2018WRF03000142. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade further to Parliamentary Question No. 67 of 10 May 2018, the progress made regarding 
discussions in relation to the creation of a UN parliamentary assembly in view of the recent 
decision at the 42nd Plenary Assembly of the World Federation of United Nations Associations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44757/18]

06/11/2018WRF03100143. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if officials in his Department are involved in discussions regarding the creation of a UN 
parliamentary assembly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44758/18]

06/11/2018WRF03200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 142 and 143 together.

I have taken note of the declaration, adopted last month at the 42nd Plenary Meeting of 
the World Forum of United Nations Associations in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, calling 
for the establishment of a UN Parliamentary Association. Ireland remains open-minded on the 
concept of such an assembly. My Department will consider how best to engage on this proposal 
as it progresses.

Since joining the United Nations in 1955, Ireland has been strongly committed to the values 
and principles of the UN Charter.

As a strong supporter of the UN, Ireland continues to advocate, through a range of fora, for 
reform of the UN’s structures and systems to best equip the organisation to respond to the many 
and interlinked current global challenges. 

Ireland is committed, in this context, to consider proposals seeking to improve the effective-
ness of the UN and the contribution it can make to the peace, stability and development of all 
nations.

I believe that any proposals for a UN Parliamentary Assembly should add value to the mul-
tilateral governance system and, importantly, have broad support among the UN membership.

06/11/2018WRF03400Brexit Issues

06/11/2018WRF03500144. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if his Department is monitoring the correspondence it receives regarding Brexit; if so, 
the areas which are of most concern to those contacting his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44759/18]
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06/11/2018WRF03600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): All 
correspondence received by me or by my Department concerning Brexit is brought to the atten-
tion of the appropriate officials.   On Brexit, we receive correspondence from a wide variety of 
organisations, groups and individuals. The subjects range from views and queries on technical 
aspects of the negotiations or our preparedness activities to more general observations regard-
ing Brexit itself.

06/11/2018WRF03700Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRF03800145. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if he, his departmental officials and or his ministerial predecessors have met companies 
and an organisation (details supplied) and or representatives of same in the past three years to 
date; if so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44777/18]

06/11/2018WRF03900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the 
past three years, I have not met with representatives of the named company or organisation.  
In the course of the work of my Department, there is regular interaction with prominent Irish 
citizens, including for example at Irish community or other official functions and correspon-
dence can arise in relation to such events. For example, an invitation issued to a person from the 
named company, from my predecessor as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Mr. Charlie 
Flanagan, TD, to attend the Global Irish Economic Forum in 2015, but the individual did not 
attend.

06/11/2018WRF04000Undocumented Irish in the USA

06/11/2018WRF04100146. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade the progress made to date in addressing the undocumented Irish in the United States 
of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44843/18]

06/11/2018WRF04200Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): The 
Government continues to pursue two key objectives with regard to Irish immigration to the 
United States; firstly, increased pathways for legal migration by Irish citizens to the US; and 
secondly, seeking some form of relief for undocumented Irish citizens living in the US. The 
Taoiseach discussed the issue with President Trump in the Oval Office last March and also in 
his meetings on Capitol Hill during this year’s St. Patrick’s Day visit.  I have also prioritised 
this issue in my own engagements with the US Administration and Congress, and discussed it 
most recently with Congressman Richie Neal last week in Dublin.

The Government’s Special Envoy to the United States Congress on the Undocumented, 
Deputy John Deasy, has also been active on the issue and has, since his appointment, travelled 
to Washington, D.C., on eleven separate occasions for meetings with key contacts.

In addition, our Embassy in Washington, D.C., continues to engage on an ongoing basis 
with the Administration and with a wide range of contacts on Capitol Hill. 

Through these many high-level contacts and discussions, the Government continues to ex-
plore a number of different options.  This remains a very challenging issue, however.  Immigra-
tion reform has been a sensitive and divisive issue within the US political system for decades, 
with pronounced disagreement, even within the same political parties, on the best way to deal 
with an issue which directly affects over 11 million people, from many different countries of 
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origin.  

On the welfare of the undocumented Irish, the Embassy, as well as our six Consulates across 
the United States, work closely with Irish Immigration Centers, which support the needs of 
Irish citizens in the United States, including those who are undocumented.  These Centers all 
receive annual funding from the Government’s Emigrant Support Programme to support their 
important work. 

I can assure the Deputy that both the Taoiseach and I, together with our Government col-
leagues, Special Envoy Deputy Deasy, and our Embassy in Washington, D.C., will continue to 
give full priority to these issues.

06/11/2018WRF04300Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRF04400147. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each 
of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44860/18]

06/11/2018WRF04500148. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44878/18]

06/11/2018WRF04600Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 147 and 148 together.

In accordance with “Reaching Out - Guidelines on Consultation for Public Sector Bodies”, 
and its 2016 successor, “Consultation Principles and Guidance”, my Department undertakes 
consultation, where appropriate, with citizens in a meaningful and timely manner. The ultimate 
objective is to ensure better outcomes and understanding by all of a particular policy or legisla-
tive proposal. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Public Service Management Act, 1997, my Depart-
ment has produced five distinct Statements of Strategy over the past ten years (2008-2018). As 
part of the drafting process for each of these, external consultations with Government Depart-
ments and State Agencies were undertaken. Public consultations were also undertaken in the 
development of the Statement of Strategy in 2010, 2011 and 2016. 

A Review of the White Paper on Irish Aid was undertaken in 2012 and was led by the Min-
ister of State for Trade and Development. Public consultation took place between February and 
April 2012. Overall, over one thousand people were consulted during review and 165 written 
submissions were received. The Irish Aid Expert Advisory Group provided independent over-
sight for the Review. A new policy to guide Ireland’s role in international development, “One 
World, One Future”  , was launched in May 2013. 

An extensive public consultation process was undertaken between November 2013 and 
February 2014 as part of the Foreign Policy Review 2015. The Foreign Policy Review was a 
broad-based examination of Ireland’s foreign policy and led to the publication of “The Global 
Island: Ireland’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World”  . These consultations also fed into the 
Department’s Statement of Strategy 2015-2017. 

In October 2013, at the third Global Irish Economic Forum, the Government announced that 
a review of our diaspora policy would be undertaken; following which a consultation paper was 
launched on 18 March, 2014.  More than 130 written submissions were received. 
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On 24 June 2014, the Government decided to develop a National Plan for the implementa-
tion of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. The coordinating role for 
developing the Plan was assigned to my Department which adopted an inclusive and collabora-
tive approach to developing the Plan, working closely with Government Departments, State 
Agencies, business enterprises and civil society.  My Department’s annual Civil Society Forum 
in that year was dedicated to the theme of “Business and Human Rights - Implementing the UN 
Guiding Principles  ”. This event was attended by approximately 250 civil society actors.

In February 2015, my Department initiated a public consultation which received over 30 
submissions and hosted a workshop with business and civil society representatives to discuss 
priorities for the Plan. In January 2016, a consultation event was held in Iveagh House on 
the Working Outline of Ireland’s National Plan on Business and Human Rights. Following an 
invitation for submissions based on the Working Outline, responses were received from civil 
society and the business community. The “National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights  
” was launched in November 2017.  

In 2015 in accordance with the Official Languages Act 2003 my Department drafted our 
second Irish language scheme. The scheme was drafted to comply with our obligations under 
the Act and to ensure better availability and a higher standard of public services through Irish. 
The Department invited submissions in relation to the preparation of the scheme from any in-
terested parties. 

In December 2017, I asked Ireland’s Ambassador in Berlin, Michael Collins, to undertake a 
comprehensive review of our relations with Germany. As part of the review, an extensive pro-
gramme of consultations was undertaken with key stakeholders. Details of these consultations 
are set out in the published review, “Ireland in Germany: A Wider and Deeper Footprint  ”.

During the first half of 2018 my Department organised a series of Citizens’ Dialogues; en-
gagement with key stakeholders and other events across the country focused on the Future of 
Europe. The public were invited to contribute to the wider European debate by attending one 
of these events or making a submission online. Regional events were held in counties Galway, 
Kildare, Cork, Donegal, as well as an NGO forum in Dublin. This culminated in the National 
Citizens’ Dialogue on the Future of Europe at the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin on Eu-
rope Day, 9th May last. This event was hosted by Minister of State for European Affairs, Helen 
McEntee T.D. and myself, along with 250 members of the public and civil society representa-
tives. 

Last year I said that the Government would bring forward a new policy on international 
development, echoed in the Global Ireland document in which the Government committed to 
publishing a new White Paper on Ireland’s International Development Cooperation. The inten-
tion is to publish the White Paper before the end of the year.

I launched a public consultation on the new international development policy on 12 July 
2018.  This was on the basis of a public consultation document generated following a series 
of meetings with stakeholders across my Department and in other Government Departments, 
as well as a number of thematic workshops.  The public consultation concluded on 2 October 
2018. Over 185 substantive written submissions were received from Irish people and non-gov-
ernmental organisations, as well as UN and other international bodies. Another 14,000 emails 
expressing general support for the aid programme were received.  Five well-attended public 
meetings were held, in Cork, Galway, Sligo, Limerick, and Dublin.  

The submissions received as part of these various consultation processes are retained by the 
appropriate business units of my Department, with details of each process, and the resulting 
reports and outcomes published on my Department’s website, www.dfat.ie or www.irishaid.ie, 
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as appropriate. 

There are no State agencies under the aegis of my Department.

The following table provides summary information on each of the consultations outlined:

Date Title/ Subject Public Government  
Departments

Location

August 2010 Statement of Strategy 
2011-2013

Yes Yes Statement of Strategy 2011-
2014DFAT / Website Internal 
DFAT Records 

July 2011 Statement of Strategy 
2011-2014

Yes Yes Statement of Strategy 2011-
2014DFAT Website/ Internal 
DFAT Records

November 2011 1st National Action 
Plan on Women, Peace 
and Security

Yes No National Action Plan on UN-
SCR 1325 2011 – 2014DFAT 
Website/Internal DFAT Records 

February 2012 Review of the White 
Paper on Irish Aid

Yes No One World, One Future Irish 
Aid Website/ Internal DFAT 
Records

December 2013 2015 Foreign Policy 
Review

Yes Yes The Global Island DFAT Web-
site/Internal DFAT Records 

March 2014 Review of Ireland’s 
Engagement with the 
Diaspora  

Yes No Review of Ireland’s Engage-
ment with the Diaspora DFAT 
Website/Internal DFAT Records  

December 2014 Statement of Strategy 
2015-2017

No Yes Statement of Strategy 2015-
2017DFAT Website/Internal 
DFAT Records

January 2015 2nd National Action 
Plan on Women, Peace 
and Security

Yes No National Action Plan on UN-
SCR 1325 2015 – 2018 DFAT 
Website/ Internal DFAT Records

February 2015 Workshop on Business 
&  Human Rights

Yes No National Plan on Business and 
Human Rights DFAT Website/
Internal DFAT Records

June 2015 Language Scheme in 
compliance with the 
Official Languages Act 
2003

Yes No Internal DFAT Records

January 2016 Business & Human 
Rights Consultation 
Event

Yes No National Plan on Business and 
Human Rights DFAT Website/
Internal DFAT Records 

October 2016 Statement of Strategy 
2017-2019

Yes Yes Statement of Strategy 2016-
2019DFAT Website/Internal 
DFAT Records

September 2017 Statement of Strategy 
2016-2019

No Yes Statement of Strategy 2016-
2019 DFAT Website/ Internal 
DFAT Records 

December 2017 Ireland in Germany 
– A Deeper & Wider 
Footprint

Yes No Ireland in Germany – A Deeper 
& Wider FootprintDFAT Web-
site/Internal DFAT Records 

Jan - May 2018 7 “Future of Europe” 
Consultation Events

Yes No Future of Europe DFAT Web-
site/Internal DFAT Records

July – Oct 2018 Ireland’s New White 
Paper on International 
Development

Yes Yes White paper to be published be-
fore end of 2018 Internal DFAT 
Records 

06/11/2018WRF04800Consular Services Provision
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06/11/2018WRF04900149. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade his plans to establish an honorary consulate in a country (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44918/18]

06/11/2018WRF05000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department regularly reviews the network of Honorary Consuls and, in the context of making 
new appointments, it takes into account the need to provide for the welfare of Irish citizens, 
resident or visiting, as well as the prospect of developing trade and economic relations with 
the country or region concerned.  In principle, I am open to the appointment of an Honorary 
Consul in Haiti if the demand for services exists and a suitable candidate is available.  I will ask 
my officials to make contact with the organisation named by the Deputy and discuss the matter 
further with them.   Under the EU Consular Protection Directive, Irish nationals may seek as-
sistance from the Embassy or Consulate of any other EU member state in a country where there 
is no Irish Embassy or permanent representation.

06/11/2018WRF05025Election Monitoring Missions

06/11/2018WRF05050150. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
if his attention has been drawn to plans to send international observers to observe the upcom-
ing elections in Bahrain in view of the deteriorating human rights situation there; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44959/18]

06/11/2018WRF05075Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade(Deputy Simon Coveney): My 
Department has not received a request to send international observers to observe the upcom-
ing elections in Bahrain at this time. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains a 
roster of individuals which can be drawn upon in the event of a request for election observers 
from the EU or OSCE. In the event that there is a decision to deploy an EU Election Observa-
tion Mission to Bahrain, Ireland would of course be willing to respond to a call for observers.

Ireland is committed to encouraging full participation in democratic processes. As stated 
previously in Dáil Éireann, the considerable restriction of civil and political society space in 
Bahrain are particularly worrying in light of the upcoming elections. Those who express views 
which oppose or challenge the government have increasingly been targeted, including through 
parliamentary election processes.

Ireland regularly conveys its concerns about human rights to the Bahraini authorities, in-
cluding through the Bahraini Embassy in London and through Ireland’s (non-resident) Ambas-
sador to Bahrain. Ireland has also raised the issues of civil society space, as well as freedom of 
opinion and expression in Bahrain, at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) in Geneva, in the 
form of national statements and support for EU Statements.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade will continue to monitor the situation in Bah-
rain, and will continue to call on Bahrain to make progress in the area of human rights and civil 
and political rights.

06/11/2018WRF05081Foreign Conflicts

06/11/2018WRF05087151. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the measures he is taking at EU level in conjunction with his European counterparts to address 
the situation and famine in Yemen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44970/18]
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06/11/2018WRF05093Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I re-
main gravely concerned about the escalating crisis in Yemen and deeply troubled by reports of 
the threat of famine, of widespread disease, and of violations of basic human rights. After over 
three years of armed conflict, a stalled peace process and a severe economic decline which has 
accelerated the collapse of essential basic services and institutions, Yemen is in the grip of a 
large-scale, protracted humanitarian crisis. The UN reports that 17.8 million people are cur-
rently food insecure, including 8.4 million severely so – 24% more than in 2017. Critical public 
services in health, water and sanitation, and education are increasingly limited. The UN’s Hu-
manitarian Coordinator in Yemen, Lise Grande, has warned that as many as 13 million civilians 
are at risk if the fighting continues. Ireland joins our EU partners in urging all parties to cooper-
ate in order to achieve a political resolution, respect international humanitarian law, and ensure 
unrestricted humanitarian access and the free flow of commercial goods.

Ireland is doing what we can to address the devastating humanitarian situation and try and 
help alleviate the suffering of the Yemeni people. Since 2015, Ireland has provided almost 
€16.5 million in humanitarian assistance to Yemen. This includes a contribution of €4 million 
made to the UN Yemen Humanitarian Fund this year, which provides assistance in the areas of 
education, logistics, food security, nutrition and health.

Ireland also provides humanitarian support to Yemen through our contributions to EU funds. 
Since the beginning of the conflict in 2015, the EU has contributed a total of €438.2 million to 
Yemen, which includes humanitarian, development, stabilisation and resilience support.

However, it is crucial that we also push for a resolution of the conflict which is the ultimate 
cause of the suffering of so many civilians. This has been one of my consistent messages to 
all parties to the conflict. Officers from my Department consistently convey the Government’s 
strong concerns to the Saudi, United Arab Emirates and Iranian Embassies in Dublin. And I 
myself met with the Saudi Ambassador last month and stressed the importance that Ireland puts 
on this issue.

Ireland is looking to use our leverage in other multilateral fora to focus on the situation in 
Yemen. At the human Rights Council in September 2017 Ireland was part of a core group of 
countries which ensured the establishment of a Group of Eminent Experts on Yemen to inves-
tigate alleged violations of human rights and contraventions of international humanitarian law 
by all parties to the conflict. In September of this year, Ireland worked to ensure the extension 
of the mandate of the Group of Eminent Experts for another year.

EU Foreign Ministers discussed the situation at our meeting in June 2018 with the UN Spe-
cial Envoy, Martin Griffiths. All were in agreement on the need to continue our strong support 
for the efforts of the UN Special Envoy to bring about a political solution to the conflict.  Since 
June the talks have stalled and Mr. Griffiths is making every effort to restart the negotiations. 
We continue to call on all parties to work towards a ceasefire, and engage constructively with 
the UN, and I expect that there will be further discussion on Yemen at the Foreign Affairs Coun-
cil in the coming months.

06/11/2018WRF05100Departmental Funding

06/11/2018WRF05200152. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the funding provided by his Department or an agency under his auspices to a project 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45089/18]

06/11/2018WRF05300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
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Cannon): The Government is strongly committed to delivering Ireland’s Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) programme effectively and efficiently, providing humanitarian assistance, 
and contributing to the fight against global poverty and hunger, both bilaterally, in partnership 
with other donors, with NGOs, and through working with multilateral partners such as the UN.   
In September 2000, world leaders at the UN Millennium Summit committed their nations to 
reducing extreme poverty and set targets with a deadline of 2015, known as the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs).  The MDGs informed the strategic direction of Ireland’s develop-
ment cooperation in the period to 2015.  Global progress toward the eight MDG objectives was 
reported upon annually by the United Nations.

Among the many international responses to the challenge of meeting the MDGs was the 
project referred to in the question.  This was a 10 year, multi-sector, rural development project, 
initiated in 2005, operating across ten sites in ten sub-Saharan African countries. Ireland did 
not directly fund this particular project through our development programme, as it was decided 
that Irish development assistance could achieve better outcomes by focusing on areas of Irish 
expertise.

In September 2015, Heads of State and Government of United Nations (UN) Member States, 
including Ireland, adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (“Transforming our 
Word”)  .  The centrepiece of the Agenda is the Sustainable Development Goals, which replace 
the MDGs.  

06/11/2018WRF05400International Election Monitoring

06/11/2018WRF05500153. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the reason Ireland has scaled back the number of observers it is sending to the 2018 elections in 
Georgia compared to previous elections in 2013 and 2016; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45171/18]

06/11/2018WRF05600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Ciarán 
Cannon): International election monitoring missions play an important role in the promotion 
of democracy and human rights.   The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains a 
roster of election observers for such missions.  We aim to ensure that, when requested, Ireland 
is represented at an appropriate level on international observation missions for elections and 
constitutional referendums.  Irish observers participate primarily in missions organised by the 
European Union and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).     Fol-
lowing a request from the OSCE to nominate election observers in respect of the Presidential 
Elections in Georgia, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade circulated the call to mem-
bers of the Election Roster. Following receipt and consideration of applications, the Depart-
ment nominated one Long-Term Observers and five Short-Term Observers to observe these 
Elections. The number of observers nominated is in line with the numbers nominated for other 
OSCE Election Observation Missions. 

Information relating to the number of observers deployed is periodically published on the 
Department’s Election Observation webpage and is updated after observers have deployed to 
the Election Observation Mission. 

The number of observers which deployed to Election Observation Missions in Georgia in 
2013, 2016, and 2018 are listed in the following table.
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Year Long-term Observers Short-term Observ-
ers

Total

2013 1 10 11
2016 1 5 6
2018 1 5 6

06/11/2018WRF05700Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRF05800154. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade if a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to 
build or renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year 
in which it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects 
since construction; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45201/18]

06/11/2018WRF05900Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): Reno-
vation and building projects for any properties occupied by the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in the State are discharged by the Office of Public Works.   My Department has not 
engaged the named company to undertake any work outside the State over the past ten years.

06/11/2018WRF06000Human Rights

06/11/2018WRF06100155. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the steps he is taking with his EU foreign Minister colleagues to address the reports of 
human rights violations in Xinjiang directed at the Uighur nation in north west China; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45328/18]

06/11/2018WRF06200156. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade if he will report on the actions of Irish and EU diplomats in China in ascertaining if 
large numbers of Uighur citizens have been incarcerated in retraining concentration camps in 
Xinjiang; the actions Ireland and the EU will now take to end this illegal practice by China; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45329/18]

06/11/2018WRF06300Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 155 and 156 together.

The Irish Government, along with our EU partners, has been closely following reports re-
garding the treatment of the Uighur community and other minorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region. 

Ireland aligns with the statement issued by the European External Action Service Spokes-
person on 26 October, which reiterates the EU’s concern over the deteriorating human rights 
situation in Xinjiang, and calls for China to respect freedom of religion or belief, and freedom 
of expression, as well as the rights of persons belonging to ethnic or national minorities.

In addition, a speech on behalf of HRVP Mogherini at the European Parliament on 4 Octo-
ber set out EU concerns, and drew attention in particular to the Concluding Observations of the 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) which highlights reports 
of the mass detention of Uighurs and other minorities in political re-education camps. She 
called for China to engage constructively with the Committee’s recommendations. 

This speech also noted that the EU had raised the situation in Xinjiang and at the EU-China 
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Human Rights Dialogue which took place on 9-10 July had reiterated its request for fact-finding 
visits to Xinjiang.  This annual dialogue is the primary formal framework through which the EU 
engages in discussion in the field of human rights protection and promotion with China.  

From Ireland’s perspective, the situation in Xinjiang was raised at a bilateral level with Vice 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of China, Mr Wang Chao, during his visit to Ireland last week when 
he undertook political consultations covering a wide range of issues of mutual interest.

In addition to raising human rights concerns with the Chinese authorities at a bilateral level, 
these issues are also raised regularly in multilateral fora by both Ireland and the EU. In this 
context, the EU has raised concerns regarding the situation in Xinjiang during the most recent 
session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva in September 2018, and during the current ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly Third Committee on 26 October. 

Ireland, along with a number of other Member States, have also raised the situation in Xin-
jiang during our contribution to China’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR) which took place 
this morning in Geneva. The UPR is the mechanism through which the United Nations Human 
Rights Council examines and addresses the human rights performance of its member states. 

In addition to engaging with the Chinese authorities in Beijing on this issue, a number of EU 
diplomats have visited Xinjiang in recent months to ascertain the situation on the ground there. 

The Irish Government, together with our EU partners, will continue to raise human rights 
issues with China, in frequent and regular dialogue, through our contacts in both Dublin and 
Beijing, and through the relevant multilateral channels.

06/11/2018WRF06500Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRF06600157. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his 
Department has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45459/18]

06/11/2018WRF06700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the 
past three years, the Ministers of State at my Department have not met nor had correspondence 
with the named individual. In the course of the work of my Department, there is regular interac-
tion with prominent Irish citizens, including for example at Irish community or other official 
functions and correspondence can arise in relation to such events. For example, an invitation 
issued to the named individual to attend the Global Irish Economic Forum in 2015, but the in-
dividual did not attend. 

06/11/2018WRF06800Consular Services Provision

06/11/2018WRF06900158. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade the position regarding the consular assistance being provided to a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45530/18]

06/11/2018WRF07000Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that I am fully aware of this difficult and long-running consular case. The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has been providing extensive and ongoing consular 
assistance to this citizen and his family since 2011, including through our Embassy in Abu 
Dhabi which has been engaging continuously with the local Foreign Ministry and other relevant 
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local authorities.   Earlier this year the Embassy facilitated this citizen’s access to medical treat-
ment and stands ready to do whatever it can to help with any further practical assistance.  

The Government, through the Irish Embassy, has been active in support of his request that 
he be permitted to return to Ireland, and my Department, our Ambassador and his team will 
continue to follow up on this matter with the relevant local authorities.

06/11/2018WRG00200Foreign Policy

06/11/2018WRG00300159. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade if 
his attention has been drawn to the recent presidential elections in Brazil; his views on the fact 
that an extreme right wing candidate (details supplied) is now the President-elect of Brazil; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45775/18]

06/11/2018WRG00400Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am 
aware of the recent election of Jair Bolsonaro as the next President of Brazil. Officials in my 
Department in Dublin, at our Embassy in Brasília, and at our Consulate-General in São Paulo 
have been monitoring political developments closely.

It is essential that citizens are able to exercise their democratic right to vote, and I under-
stand that the election took place in a peaceful manner.  The head of the Organisation of Ameri-
can States (OAS) election observation mission, former Costa Rican President Laura Chinchilla, 
has stated that voting took place in a climate of ‘tranquillity and normality’.

Ireland and Brazil have an important and longstanding relationship that goes back many 
decades, and which continues to develop.  There are growing numbers of our citizens living 
in each other’s countries, Irish companies are increasingly entering the Brazilian market, and 
Brazil is an important partner for Ireland in trade, education and on multilateral issues. 

Ireland looks forward to maintaining our strong relationship with Brazil in the future and 
will continue efforts to advance our interests and values in our engagement with the new gov-
ernment.  In the meantime, Ireland will continue to monitor developments closely, engaging 
with the outgoing and incoming administrations, our EU and other partners in Brazil and civil 
society organisations on the ground. 

06/11/2018WRG00500Brexit Issues

06/11/2018WRG00600160. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
the campaigns he is undertaking to inform persons about Brexit; the format these will take; if he 
has sought external advice on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45872/18]

06/11/2018WRG00700Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 20 
September 2018, I launched the whole-of-Government Getting Ireland Brexit Ready public in-
formation and outreach campaign, together with Ministers Humphreys and Creed. Building on 
work that was already underway across Government Departments and Agencies, the campaign 
aims to provide information to citizens on the current state of play in the negotiations and wider 
issues that may affect them as a result of Brexit, and to explain the extensive work underway 
across Government to prepare for Brexit, including information on the comprehensive range of 
financial and other supports that are available for business and other key affected sectors.

Information on all aspects of Brexit can be accessed on our revamped Brexit website (www.
dfa.ie/brexit), bringing together information on the range of activities being carried out by the 
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Government and its agencies in one accessible resource.  Visitors to the website can sign-up to 
the Government Brexit Update newsletter service, and dedicated social media channels have 
also been launched.  Since the re-launch in late September, the website has had over 17,000 
visitors and the @BrexitReadyIRL Twitter account now has over 6,000 followers. 

As part of this campaign, the first phase in a series of whole-of-Government Getting Ireland 
Brexit Ready public outreach events have been held across the country in Cork (5 October), 
Galway (12 October), Monaghan (19 October) and Dublin (25 October).  Further events are 
planned for later this month.  With more than 2,000 attendees, these events showcased the ex-
tensive work of the Government’s Departments and agencies, bringing together this experience 
and expertise in a ‘one stop shop’ for citizens and businesses in particular.  The events provide 
an opportunity for interested individuals and businesses, including in the agrifood and tourism 
sectors, to access advice and information about Brexit preparedness and the range of support 
measures and resources the Government has put in place. 

The positive impact of the workshops is reflected through the increase in interactions with 
the Brexit supports offered by State Agencies. For example, Enterprise Ireland has recorded a 
92% increase in Brexit Scorecard completions from September to October, as well as a 62% 
increase in interactions on its website. Similarly, Fáilte Ireland noted an 18% increase in views 
to their Brexit webpages subsequent to the October Getting Ireland Brexit Ready events. 

The Getting Ireland Brexit Ready campaign is managed by the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade, working closely with other Government Departments. The logo design, adver-
tisement, and creation of video content were outsourced to external agencies.  

06/11/2018WRG00800Ireland Strategic Investment Fund Investments

06/11/2018WRG00900161. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the amount of the €335 mil-
lion received from the sale of the stake in Aer Lingus and placed into a connectivity fund which 
has been invested by the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45342/18]

06/11/2018WRG01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency (NTMA) that the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (“ISIF”) has com-
pleted four investments under the Connectivity Fund, namely:

- A $28 million co-investment in Aqua Comms DAC, a company that has developed fibre 
optic cables linking the USA, Ireland (Killala, Mayo) and the UK.

- A €35 million investment as a strategic domestic partner for DAA plc long term bond is-
suance, supporting construction of a new runway at Dublin Airport.

- Provision of a long term €14 million debt facility to finance a runway resurfacing project 
at Shannon Airport - a crucial regional and national infrastructure asset. This debt facility was 
signed in early 2017 and the runway resurfacing project has been completed on time and within 
budget.

- An €18 million Junior Debt facility to support the relocation of the Port of Cork from 
Tivoli to Ringaskiddy. The ISIF debt facility was provided alongside senior debt from AIB and 
the European Investment Bank and was structured to ensure certainty of funding for the Port 
Company. It also has tailored flexibility to meet the requirements of this nationally and region-
ally significant project.
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These investments bring the total deployed under the connectivity fund to over €90 million. 
The NTMA have also advised me that ISIF is working on a range of further pipeline connectiv-
ity-based investments.

06/11/2018WRG01100VAT Exemptions

06/11/2018WRG01200162. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Finance if he has given consideration to 
exempting counselling and psychotherapy services from VAT in circumstances in which the 
practitioner is a registered practitioner but is not a psychologist; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45445/18]

06/11/2018WRG01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of EU VAT law, with which Irish VAT law must comply. Under 
domestic legislation, professional medical care services recognised as such by the Department 
of Health and Children are exempt from VAT.  Professional medical care services recognised 
by the Department of Health and Children are generally those medical care services supplied 
by health professionals who are enrolled, registered, regulated, or designated on the appropriate 
statutory register provided for under the relevant legislation in force in the State or equivalent 
legislation applicable in other countries.  This includes health professionals registered under the 
Medical Practitioners Act 2007, the Nurses Act 1985 and those engaged in a regulated profes-
sion designated under Section 4 of the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005. 

Statutory Instrument No. 170 of 2018 (Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 
(Regulations 2018) of 2 July 2018 designates psychotherapists and counsellors as a regulated 
profession and establishes the Counsellors and Psychotherapists Registration Board. Profes-
sional counselling and psychotherapy services provided by persons registered by this Board are 
exempt from VAT from the date of their registration. 

06/11/2018WRG01400Tax Reliefs Application

06/11/2018WRG01500163. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the way in which a person who 
qualifies as a disabled driver and has a modified car can apply for a diesel refund; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45679/18]

06/11/2018WRG01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that individu-
als or organisations that have a qualifying vehicle registered under the Drivers and Passengers 
with Disabilities Scheme can make an application for the Fuel Grant Refund for any twelve-
month period (in arrears). The same process is employed regardless of the fuel type used. 

The quickest and easiest way to make a claim is to apply online using Revenue’s online ser-
vices, via either ‘MyAccount’ or ‘Revenue Online Services’ (ROS). Once logged in, a person 
can select the ‘Driver and Passenger with Disabilities’ (DPD) option and choose ‘Claim Fuel 
Grant’. The person must then enter the period to which the claim refers and specify the number 
of litres used to transport the primary medical certificate holder.

If a claimant does not have internet access, paper application forms can be obtained on re-
quest by calling telephone number 01-738 3675. These forms should be completed and sent to 
Revenue’s Central Repayments Office at M:TEK II Building, Armagh Road, Monaghan, Co. 
Monaghan.

Revenue has also advised me that further information on the Fuel Grant is available in the 
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information booklet VRT 7, which can be accessed on the Revenue website at the link

https://www.revenue.ie/en/importing-vehicles-duty-free-allowances/documents/vrt/vrt7.pdf

or by calling the Central Repayments Office at telephone number 01-738 3671.

06/11/2018WRG01700Property Tax Data

06/11/2018WRG01800164. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance the amount of funding 
which has been paid in property tax since its introduction in counties Sligo and Leitrim; the 
number of households paying; the percentage of households that have not paid or that are ex-
empt; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44600/18]

06/11/2018WRG01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the Lo-
cal Property Tax (LPT) receipts from properties in counties Sligo and Leitrim; the number of 
properties for which LPT is paid; the number claiming an exemption and the compliance rate 
(including properties where LPT is paid and where an exemption is claimed) is available at link:

https://revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/local-property-tax/in-
dex.aspx.

06/11/2018WRG02000Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland

06/11/2018WRG02100165. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of guarantees 
and risk-sharing facilities the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland has provided in the past 
two years to date to enhance small and medium enterprises’ ability to access finance; the way 
in which SMEs are chosen to receive financial supports; the appeals process for SMEs that are 
declined or that are refused support and access to funds; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44638/18]

06/11/2018WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The SBCI has delivered two major 
risk-sharing schemes, the Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme and the Brexit Loan 
Scheme, in 2017 and 2018.  

The Agriculture Cashflow Support Loan Scheme has now concluded and a total of approxi-
mately €145m of loans were drawn down by over 4,200 SMEs under that scheme.  The loans 
were made available through AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank, and SMEs applied directly 
to those banks to obtain approval for a loan through the banks’ usual credit processes.  The bor-
rowers and loans were subject to eligibility criteria determined by the SBCI in accordance with 
its obligations to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, to the European Investment 
Fund and in compliance with State Aid regulations.

The Brexit Loan Scheme is currently available and can facilitate up to €300m of lending 
to SMEs and Small MidCap enterprises.  For this scheme, borrowers may confirm their eligi-
bility directly with the SBCI (details are available on the SBCI’s website at www.sbci.gov.ie) 
and then proceed to apply for a loan through the financial intermediaries selected by the SBCI 
following an Open Call process, in this case AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank.  The bor-
rowers and loans are subject to eligibility criteria determined by the SBCI in accordance with 
its obligations to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Minister for Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation, to the European Investment Fund and in compliance with State Aid 
regulations.
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The SBCI also operates the Credit Guarantee Scheme on behalf of the Minister for Busi-
ness, Enterprise and Innovation, and loans of €28.7m to 190 SMEs have been supported under 
that scheme in the last two years.

If the outcome of a banks internal appeals process is unsatisfactory to the customer they 
have the option of appealing to the Credit Review Office.  The Credit Review Office is a gov-
ernment initiative that helps SMEs who have had an application for credit of up to €3 million 
declined or reduced by the main banks, and who feel that they have a viable business proposi-
tion. This is a strictly confidential process between the business, the Credit Review Office and 
the bank. The CRO provides a confidential, independent review process and will engage with 
the lender that has refused or reduced credit, the Office overturns more than 50% of lenders 
decisions in the appeals it receives.

06/11/2018WRG02300Tax Yield

06/11/2018WRG02400166. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of increasing 
the point at which a single worker pays the higher rate of income tax by amount and year (de-
tails supplied) with prorate changes to the point at which a single income couple pay the higher 
rate and a dual income couple does. [44668/18]

06/11/2018WRG02500167. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of increasing 
the point at which a single worker pays the higher rate of income tax by amounts and year (de-
tails supplied) with prorate changes to the point at which a single income couple pay the higher 
rate and a dual income couple does. [44669/18]

06/11/2018WRG02600168. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of equalising 
the earned income tax credit with the PAYE tax credit in equal increments in budget 2020 and 
budget 2021. [44670/18]

06/11/2018WRG02700169. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of equalising 
the home carer credit with the PAYE tax credit in equal increments in budget 2020 and budget 
2021. [44671/18]

06/11/2018WRG02800208. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full-year cost of 
increasing the employee tax credit by amounts (details supplied). [45582/18]

06/11/2018WRG02900209. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full-year cost of 
increasing the employee tax credit in future budgets (details supplied). [45583/18]

06/11/2018WRG03000210. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full-year cost of 
increasing the employee tax credit by amounts in future budgets (details supplied). [45584/18]

06/11/2018WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166 to 
169, inclusive, and 208 to 210, inclusive, together.

I assume that when referring to the employee tax credit, the Deputy is referring to the Em-
ployee PAYE Tax Credit. 

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated increases to the Standard Rate Cut Off points, 
Earned Income Tax credit, Employee PAYE Tax Credit and Home Carer Tax Credit are set out 
in tabular form on pages 6 and 7 of the Revenue Ready Reckoner, which is available at the link: 
https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf.

While some of the costs of the increases sought by the Deputy are not displayed in the 
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Ready Reckoner, they can be estimated on a straight-line or pro-rata basis from the costs shown. 
These estimated costs are shown in the following tables.

Increase to Standard 
Rate Cut-Off Point 
+€2,400

Standard Rate Cut 
Off Point Budget 
2020

First Year Cost €m Full Year Cost €m

Single Earner  €37,700 172.8 200
Married Couple One 
Earner 

€46,700 60.8 73.6

Married Couple Two 
Earners

€75,400 185.6 216

Increase to Standard 
Rate Cut-Off Point 
+€2,000

Standard Rate Cut 
Off Point Budget 
2020

First Year Cost €m Full Year Cost €m

Single Earner €37,300 144 166.7
Married Couple One 
Earner 

€46,300 50.7 61.3

Married Couple Two 
Earners

€74,600 154.7 180

Earned Income 
Credit Budget 2020

First Year Cost €m Full Year Cost €m

Increase to Earned 
Income Tax Credit 
+€150

€1,500 20 36

Home Carer Tax 
Credit Budget 2020

First Year Cost €m Full Year Cost €m

Increase to Home 
Carer Tax Credit 
+€75

€1,575 5.3 6

Employee PAYE Tax Credit 
Budget 2020

Full Year Cost €m

Increase to PAYE Employee 
Tax Credit +€50

€1,700 103

Increase to PAYE Employee 
Tax Credit +€100

€1,750 206

Increase to PAYE Employee 
Tax Credit

Employee PAYE Tax Credit Full Year Cost €m

+€50 €1,700 103
+€100 €1,750 206
+€150 €1,800 309
+€200 €1,850 412
+€250 €1,900 515
+€300 €1,950 618
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Increase to PAYE Employee 
Tax Credit

Employee PAYE Tax Credit Full Year Cost €m

+€350 €2,000 721
+€400 €2,050 824
+€450 €2,100 927
+€500 €2,150 1,030
+€550 €2,200 1,133
These estimates have been generated by reference to 2019 incomes, calculated on the basis 

of actual data for 2016, the latest year for which returns are available, and adjusted for income, 
self-employment and employment trends in the interim. The figures are however provisional 
and may be revised. 

I am advised by Revenue that it is not possible to provide costings beyond Budget 2020 
because the model used by Revenue does not have the ability to estimate beyond one static 
set level of growth (i.e. macros, elasticities etc.) using 2016 tax returns (the latest returns that 
are available).  Revenue can only generate estimates for one year and not multiple steps over 
multiple years.

06/11/2018WRG03500Tax Reliefs Data

06/11/2018WRG03600170. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of increasing 
the capital acquisitions tax group A tax-free threshold by €10,000, €20,000 and €30,000, re-
spectively, in each budget over the next five years. [44672/18]

06/11/2018WRG03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Revenue Com-
missioners that the estimated cost of a €10,000 increase in the Capital Acquisitions Tax Group 
A threshold is set out in the post-Budget 2019 Ready Reckoner at link https://www.revenue.ie/
en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/ready-reckoner/index.aspx. 

Larger increases above €10,000 can be estimated on a pro-rata basis from the 2019 informa-
tion in the Ready Reckoner and projected costs for years beyond 2019 are not available at this 
point.

06/11/2018WRG03800Budget 2019

06/11/2018WRG03900171. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance the factors that underline the year-
on-year change in the equity and loan transactions listed in table A1 of the economic and fiscal 
outlook in Budget 2019. [44673/18]

06/11/2018WRG04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Equity and loan transactions affect the 
Exchequer balance but are excluded from the general government balance under the European 
System of Accounts 2010 framework. This is because they are essentially an exchange of one 
type of asset (e.g. cash) for another (e.g. equity or loans). For example, the sale of AIB shares 
in 2017 benefitted the Exchequer but had no impact on the general government balance as this 
was a financial transaction.

Table 10 in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook published in Budget 2019 outlines the ex-
chequer position, including the main transactions with no general government impact. Major 
drivers of the change in equity and loan transactions include central bank surplus income and 
the receipts from NAMA, the latter of which are expected in 2020 and 2021. The relevant part 
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of the table is reproduced below for the Deputy’s convenience.

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
Revenue transac-
tions with no GG 
impact 

3,140 2,290 3,440 3,715 1,740 1,770 

 : non-tax revenue 1,430 1,240 590 645 665 700 
- Central bank 
surplus income 

1,430 1,240 590 645 665 700 

 : capital resources 1,710 1,055 2,850 3,070 1,070 1,070 
- NAMA 0 0 1,500 2,000 0 0 
- FEOGA 740 800 800 800 800 800 
- Loan repayments 970 245 550 270 270 270 
- Other 0 10 0 0 0 0 
Expenditure trans-
actions with no 
GG impact 

1,060 1,635 1,650 1,635 1,660 1,695 

 : non-voted cur-
rent expenditure 

10 5 5 5 5 5 

- Other 10 5 5 5 5 5 

 : non-voted capi-
tal expenditure 

1,050 1,130 1,145 1,125 1,155 1,190 

- FEOGA 800 800 800 800 800 800 
- Loans to Irish 
Water 

240 310 335 315 345 385 

- Other 10 20 15 10 5 5 
 : transfer to Rainy 
Day Fund 

0 500 500 500 500 500 

Transactions with 
no GG impact 

2,080 655 1,790 2,085 80 75 

06/11/2018WRG04100Irish Real Estate Fund

06/11/2018WRG04200172. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the 
review of retirement funds; the way in which budget 2019 increases in the State pension may 
impact on pensioners with an approved managed retirement fund; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44710/18]

06/11/2018WRG04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that under 
Part 30 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA) an individual in a defined contribution pen-
sion savings arrangement has the option of putting the funds accumulated under the arrange-
ment into an Approved Retirement Fund (ARF) on retirement, subject to conditions. 

Where, at the time of exercising an option, such an individual is under the age of 75 and 
does not meet the requirement in section 784C(4) TCA of having a minimum guaranteed pen-
sion income for life of €12,700 per annum,  which may include a pension payable under the So-
cial Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, s/he is required under that section to set aside an amount 
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of €63,500 (or the remainder of the pension fund if less than €63,500 after taking a retirement 
lump sum) by investing the amount in an Approved Minimum Retirement Fund (AMRF) or by 
the purchase of an annuity.  The purpose of the AMRF is to ensure that an individual, who does 
not have a minimum guaranteed pension income for life, has a capital nest-egg to provide for 
the later years of his or her retirement.

An AMRF automatically becomes an ARF when the owner either meets the guaranteed pen-
sion income requirement or attains the age of 75 years, and the amount of funds in the AMRF 
at that time can be drawn down at the owner’s discretion under ARF rules. 

The €5 per week increase in all weekly social welfare payments announced in Budget 2019, 
which applies from next March, will be taken into account in determining if an AMRF owner 
meets the minimum guaranteed pension income necessary for the conversion of the AMRF 
into an ARF.  From 1 March 2019, the State Pension (Contributory) payable to an individual 
aged under 80 years, with 48 or more average yearly PRSI contributions, will be €248.30 per 
week.  On an annualised basis this will exceed the €12,700 income threshold mentioned above 
for an AMRF or annuity.  Individuals whose only pension income is the “full” State Pension 
(Contributory) will therefore not be subject to the AMRF requirement and may invest their full 
pension savings in an ARF.

Previously, the Christmas bonus paid by the Department of Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection was not counted towards the €12,700 requirement because neither the payment 
nor the amount of the payment was guaranteed.  From March 2018, the amount of the State 
Pension (Contributory), where payable to individuals with 48 or more yearly average PRSI 
contributions, was only marginally less than €12,700 (for individuals aged under 80 years, it 
was €243.30 per week, an annualised total of €12,651.60).  Given these circumstances, Rev-
enue announced in May 2018 that it would allow individuals who received a Christmas bonus 
under S.I. No. 523/2017 – Social Welfare (Temporary Provisions) Regulations 2017 to take 
that into account for the AMRF limit (and for the related limit for Personal Retirement Savings 
Accounts).  AMRF owners whose only pension is a State Pension (Contributory) may already 
have had their AMRF converted into an ARF when the Christmas bonus for 2017 was taken into 
account in computing their pension income. 

Further information on the guaranteed pension income requirement is available in Chap-
ter 23.5 of Revenue’s Pensions Manual - www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/pensions/
chapter-23.pdf.

Under the Government’s Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018-2023, a number of specific 
actions have been allocated to the Interdepartmental Pensions Reform and Taxation Group (ID-
PRTG). The IDPRTG is chaired by the Department of Finance and includes representatives 
from my Department as well as from the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform, the 
Department of Employment Affairs & Social Protection, Revenue and the Pensions Authority.

Action 3.14 tasks the IDPRTG with undertaking “a broad review of the utilisation of the 
ARF option” and “this will include a review of ARF criteria set out in tax legislation including 
specified minimum income requirements”. To inform its work, the IDPRTG recently conducted 
a public consultation on Supplementary Pensions Reform, inviting interested parties to input to 
the process. The consultation paper set out three main discussion areas: Section A – Simplifica-
tion & Reform; Section B – Costs; and Section C – Approved Retirement Funds (ARFs). The 
Public Consultation concluded on Friday 19 October. 

The consultation responses are currently being collated and will be reviewed by the ID-
PRTG. The IDPRTG will then report on the Actions allocated to it in due course.  
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06/11/2018WRG04400Irish Real Estate Fund

06/11/2018WRG04500173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the amount of Irish Real Es-
tate Fund dividend withholding tax collected in 2017; and the amount collected to date in 2018. 
[44721/18]

06/11/2018WRG04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Irish Real Estate Fund (IREF) 
regime was introduced by Finance Act 2016 and is effective for accounting periods starting on 
or after 1 January 2017. Under the regime, a fund is classified as an IREF if it derives 25% or 
more of its value from Irish land and buildings.

While the IREF regime came into force for accounting periods commencing on or after 1 
January 2017, the first payment dates under the regime were in 2018, therefore no tax was col-
lected in 2017.

I am advised by Revenue that the amount of IREF withholding tax collected to date in 2018 
is €9m.  It should be noted that this reflects returns for only part of the year 2017 as an IREF is 
required to file a return and pay the withholding tax each year:

i. in January for accounting periods ending on or before the previous 30 June, and

ii. in July, for accounting periods ending between the previous 1 July and 31 December.

Returns were due in July 2018 for IREFs with accounting periods beginning on/after 1 
January 2017 and ending on/before 31 December 2018, therefore only funds with an annual ac-
counting year-end of 31-December have to date been obliged to file a return and pay the IREF 
withholding tax. 

Where a fund had an accounting period that ended in the first half of 2018, the return and 
payment date for IREF withholding tax is 31 January 2019. 

06/11/2018WRG04700Budget 2019

06/11/2018WRG04800174. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if there were changes made to the 
tax system in budget 2019 that would provide additional tax credits for stay-at-home parents; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44748/18]

06/11/2018WRG04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As I announced in my Budget speech, 
the value of the Home Carer Tax Credit will be increased from its current level of €1,200 to 
€1,500 at an estimated full year cost of €24 million. This is the fourth Budget in a row that the 
Home Carer Tax credit has been increased and it has been increased by a total of €690.

This increase will be of benefit to stay-at-home parents if they are jointly assessed for tax 
and if one spouse or partner works primarily in the home to care for children. It will also be of 
benefit to those who care for an elderly or incapacitated relative. In 2016, the Home Carer Tax 
Credit was of benefit to almost 86,000 families.

06/11/2018WRG05000Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRG05100175. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he, his Departmental 
officials and or his ministerial predecessors have met companies and an organisation (details 
supplied) and-or its representatives in the past three years to date; if so, whether a schedule of 
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those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44776/18]

06/11/2018WRG05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As per my response to the previously 
posed PQ, 44309-18, it is not my Department’s practice to pass out documents of the type re-
quested in response to a Parliamentary Question.  

The only records relating to meetings between the Minister for Finance and/or Department 
of Finance officials and Enet refer to a meeting between my predecessor as Minister for Finance 
and representatives of Enet on 14 December 2016.  These records are currently the subject of 
an FOI request and pending the outcome of that process may be available once the FOI process 
is completed. 

There are no records referring to meetings between representatives of the Irish Infrastruc-
ture Fund and the Minister for Finance and/or the Department of Finance in the past three years 
to date.

06/11/2018WRG05300Tax Collection

06/11/2018WRG05400176. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commission-
ers have considered the effects of PAYE modernisation on small businesses here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44805/18]

06/11/2018WRG05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The move to real-time reporting is the 
most significant change to the PAYE system since its introduction more than fifty years ago. 
The modernisation programme will bring improved accuracy and transparency for all stake-
holders, including employers, employees and Revenue, while also significantly streamlining 
the entire administration process. To that end, the introduction of PAYE Modernisation by Rev-
enue is both much needed and very welcome.

Since October 2016, when the project was launched, Revenue has worked extensively with 
all relevant stakeholders in a co-design approach, to ensure the new PAYE Modernisation re-
porting system reduces the administrative burden on employers to the greatest extent possible. 
For example, one of Revenue’s key design principles is that employer reporting should be 
seamlessly integrated into the business’ payroll process. This will minimise the administrative 
burden on employers and allow their reporting obligations to Revenue to become a by-product 
of their payroll operation. In addition, the project will lead to the abolition of the current em-
ployer reporting obligations via P30, P35, P45, P46 and P60 forms. Revenue has advised me 
that employers have welcomed the abolition of these forms and the consequential reduction in 
the administrative burden.

All employers are currently obliged to calculate and make the correct statutory deductions 
from their employees’ salary payments each time they pay. A significant number of employers, 
including small and medium employers, use payroll software to run their payroll and that will 
still be the case when PAYE Modernisation goes live on 1 January 2019. I am aware that Rev-
enue has engaged extensively with the payroll software industry to ensure, as far as possible, 
that the necessary changes to their systems will be ready on time. Consequently, the processes 
for these employers before and after 1 January 2019 will be broadly similar.

For employers who do not use payroll software, Revenue is providing an easy-to-use pro-
cess within the Revenue Online Service (ROS) to capture payroll data for each employee. The 
process includes data screens that the employer will be obliged to complete for each employee 
every time a pay-run is completed (normally weekly, fortnightly or monthly). The burden as-
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sociated with this work will be offset to an extent by the abolition of the previously mentioned 
forms that operate under the current system. In addition, the data required is in line with what 
employers are currently required to provide on an employee’s payslip under employment law. 
It is also very important to note that there is no change to current PAYE payment dates under 
the Modernisation programme.

I know that Revenue is very conscious that some employers may experience difficulties 
in the early phases of PAYE Modernisation and has assured me that it will make every effort 
to assist where required. For example, the Revenue Employer Helpdesk will have significant 
additional resources available to it to meet customer demand and officials will be available to 
visit employers should the need arise. Revenue has also assured me that it is not the intention 
to impose sanctions such as interest and penalties during the early transitional months where 
employers do their best to comply. However, Revenue always reserves the right to impose sanc-
tions where there is clear non-engagement with the law.  

Finally, while it is a matter for each employer to consider the impact that PAYE Modernisa-
tion will have on payroll arrangements and to put steps in place to ensure compliance with the 
new requirements, I would strongly encourage that they pro-actively engage with the change-
over.  I would particularly recommend that they review the very detailed PAYE Modernisation 
material that is available on the Revenue website at link www.revenue.ie/pmod174 and that 
they contact the Revenue Employer Helpdesk at telephone number 01-7383638 if they have 
any queries or require any clarifications. 

I would also recommend that employers consult their payroll software providers as a priori-
ty to ensure the payroll systems are compatible with the requirements for PAYE Modernisation.

06/11/2018WRG05600Tax Code

06/11/2018WRG05700177. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding inheri-
tance tax thresholds in cases in which a niece or nephew is inheriting following Budget 2019; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44807/18]

06/11/2018WRG05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): For the purposes of Capital Acquisi-
tions Tax, the relationship between the person who provides the gift or inheritance and the 
beneficiary determines the threshold, known as the ‘Group threshold’, for the value of gifts or 
inheritances below which gift or inheritance tax does not arise.

There are three separate Group thresholds based on the relationship of the beneficiary to the 
disponer. The Group A threshold applies, in general, where the beneficiary is a child (including 
adopted child, step-child and certain foster children) or minor child of a deceased child of the 
disponer. The Group B threshold applies where the beneficiary is a brother, sister, a nephew, a 
niece or lineal ancestor or lineal descendant of the disponer. The Group C threshold applies in 
all other cases.

In Budget 2019, I announced an increase in the CAT Group A threshold from €310,000 to 
€320,000 in response to particular concerns on the tax burden arising from the inheritance of 
the family home. In the case of a niece or nephew inheriting, the Group B threshold applies and 
this was not changed in Budget 2019 and is currently €32,500.

06/11/2018WRG05900Tax Exemptions
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06/11/2018WRG06000178. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance if a brother-in-law or sister-in-law 
rents his or her lands to a brother-in-law or sister-in-law, if he or she can avail of the land leasing 
exemption; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44815/18]

06/11/2018WRG06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that the Deputy’s ques-
tion refers to the leasing of farm land by a lessor to their brother-in-law or sister-in-law.  I am 
advised by Revenue that the leasing of land to the spouse or civil partner of a brother or sister 
of the lessor or the leasing of land to the brother or sister of a spouse or civil partner of a lessor 
is regarded as a lease between connected persons and is not eligible for relief on the long-term 
leasing of farm land.

Section 664 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides relief from income tax for certain 
income from the long-term leasing. The relief is available, subject to a maximum limit, where 
farmland is leased to a qualifying lessee for a period of five years or more. In order to qualify 
as a qualifying lessee for the purpose of the relief, the lessee must not be connected with the 
lessor, or with any of the lessors if there is more than one. The rules for establishing whether 
or not persons are connected are laid down by Section 10 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 
which sets out that a lessor is not entitled to relief where the land is let to family members or 
family members of their spouse or civil partner. 

The restriction on leases between connected persons is intended to prevent the misuse of the 
exemption. In addition, allowing relief in cases where the land was leased to connected persons 
could delay succession or lead to the fragmentation of holdings. 

The connected party restriction has applied since the introduction of the relief over 30 years 
ago.

06/11/2018WRG06200VAT Rate Application

06/11/2018WRG06300179. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the way in which the annual 
rent of a mobile home is affected by the changes to VAT made in budget 2019; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44819/18]

06/11/2018WRG06400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): There has been no change to the appli-
cation of VAT in respect of the provision of long term hire of a mobile home, which is subject 
to the standard rate of VAT, currently 23%.

As announced in the Budget, the second reduced VAT rate of 9% will increase to 13.5% on 
certain goods and services, supplies of catering and restaurant services, tourist accommodation, 
hotel and other holiday accommodation.  Mobile homes rented out on a short-term basis to 
holiday makers fall under this category.

06/11/2018WRG06500Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRG06600180. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the location of the submis-
sions made in the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44859/18]

06/11/2018WRG06700181. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the consultations undertaken 
by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44877/18]
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06/11/2018WRG06800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 180 
and 181 together.

I am assuming that the Deputy is referring to public consultations undertaken by my Depart-
ment and have included the requested information in tabular form:

Year Consultations undertaken (to cover each of the years 2009 - 
2017 and to-date in 2018) 

2009 Consultation Paper on Implementation of the Consumer 
Credit Directive 2008 

2010 Mortgage Arrears and Personal Debt Expert Group 
2011 Public Consultation Commission on Credit Unions 
2011 Public Consultation held to inform the Report of the Commis-

sion Credit Unions 2011 
2011 Credit Suggestions Initiative 
2011 Legacy Property Based Reliefs 
2012 Public consultation on the Central Bank (Supervision and 

Enforcement) Bill 2011 
2012 Public Consultation on General Scheme of the Credit Union 

Bill 2012 
2012 National Discretions SEPA 
2012 Consultation on the proposed Credit Reporting Bill 
2012 Film Relief 
2012 VRT and Motor Tax 
2012 Donations to Approved Bodies 
2012 Film Relief 
2012 Receiverships 
2013 Remuneration discretions in the Capital Requirements Regu-

lation and Directive (CRD IV) 
2013 Proposed changes to Pay & File date 
2013 Member State discretions in the Capital Requirements Regu-

lation and Directive (CRD IV) 
2013 Review of Research and Development Tax Credits 
2013 Receiverships (follow-up) 
2014 Public consultation on Consumer Protection on the Sale of 

Loan Books 
2014 Second Irish Language Scheme 
2014 Transposition of the Bank Recovery and Resolution Directive 
2014 Stabilisation Levy Consultation February 2014 
2014 SME Equity Finance 
2014 Certain Discretionary Measures in the Solvency II Directive 
2014 Member State discretions available in the transposition of the 

2014 Mortgage Credit Directive 
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Year Consultations undertaken (to cover each of the years 2009 - 
2017 and to-date in 2018) 

2014 IBFD Spillover Analysis - Possible Effects of the Irish Tax 
System on Developing Economies** Note: The consulta-
tion on IBFD Spillover was carried out by my Department 
and submissions were provided to external consultants 
commissioned to undertake the Spillover Analysis costing 
€94,678.00.OECD Base Erosion and Profit Shifting Project in 
an Irish Context 

2014 Investor Compensation Act Regulations 
2014 IBFD Spillover Analysis - Possible Effects of the Irish Tax 

System on Developing Economies 
2014 OECD Base Erosion and Profit Shifting Project in an Irish 

Context 
2014 Agritaxation 
2014 Employment and Investment Incentive & Seed Capital 

Scheme 
2014 Special Assignee Relief Programme 
2014 Foreign Earnings Deduction 
2014-2015 European Markets Infrastructure Regulation (EMIR) 
2015 Amalgamation of the Offices of the Financial Services Om-

budsman and the Pension Ombudsman 
2015 Joint Public Consultation Department of Finance/Central 

Bank of Ireland on Funding the Cost of Financial Regulation 
2015 Transposition of the Deposit Guarantee Scheme Directive 
2015 Tax treatment of expenses of travel and subsistence for em-

ployees and office holders 
2015 Consultation on national discretions - Multilateral Interchange 

Fee Regulation 
2015 Consultation on national discretions – EU Payment Accounts 

Directive 
2015 Public Consultation on the Potential of Taxation Measures to 

Encourage Development of Zoned and Serviced Land 
2015 Capital Markets Union Green Paper 
2015 Knowledge Development Box Consultation 
2015 Review of Local Property Tax 
2016 The use of intermediary-type structures and self-employment 

arrangements: implications for social insurance and tax rev-
enues 

2016 Consultation on national discretions – EU Revised Payment 
Services Directive 

2016 National Discretions in the 4th Anti-Money Laundering Di-
rective 

2016 Consultation on Double Taxation Treaty with the United 
States of America 

2016-2017 Taxation of share based remuneration 
2016-2017 Public Consultation on the Financial Institutions Levy 
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Year Consultations undertaken (to cover each of the years 2009 - 
2017 and to-date in 2018) 

2016-2017 Double Taxation Treaty with the United States of America 
2016-2017 Sugar Tax 
2016-2017 National discretions in the Markets in Financial Instruments 

Directive (MiFID II) 
2017 Third Irish Language Scheme 
2017 Public Consultation on the Tax and Fiscal Treatment of Land-

lords 
2017 Potential Regulation of Crowdfunding 
2017 Transposition of EU Directive 2016/97 on Insurance Distribu-

tion (IDD) 
2017 Review of the Application of Stamp Duty to the Stocks and 

Marketable Securities of Irish Incorporated Companies 
2017 Review of Ireland’s Corporation Tax Code (Feb – April 2017) 
2017 Betting Tax 
2017 Tax and fiscal treatment of landlords 
2018 Interdepartmental Pensions Reform and Taxation Group 

(IDPRTG)**Note: The IDPRTG is chaired by the Department 
of Finance and includes representatives from this Depart-
ment as well as from the Department of Public Expenditure 
& Reform, the Department of Employment Affairs & Social 
Protection, Revenue and the Pensions Authority 

2018 Consultation of the Feasibility of an Insurance Claim by 
Claim Register 

2018 Public Consultation on the Central Bank (National Claims 
Information Database) Bill 

2018 Public consultation to assist development of a new Interna-
tional Financial Services Strategy for Ireland**Note: The 
consultation closed on Thursday, 25th October 2018 and the 
Department is currently reviewing the submissions made. 

2018 Review of Corporation Tax Code (Oct 2017 – Jan 2018) 
2018 Controlled Foreign Company (CFC) rules Feedback State-

ment (September 2018) 
2018 Agritaxation 
2018 Employment and Investment incentive & Start Up Relief for 

Entrepreneurs 
2018 Review of Local Property Tax 
2018 Review of Issues re possible introduction of a Vacant Property 

Tax
The Deputy may wish to know that with regard to ‘location’, I confirm that information per-

tinent to these consultations is stored and retained on Department files, in line with our Records 
Management Guidelines. 

06/11/2018WRG07000Tax Exemptions

06/11/2018WRG07100182. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance the reason national lottery 
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games are exempt from betting tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44939/18]

06/11/2018WRG07200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Betting tax is charged on sports betting, 
where the service is provided by a licensed bookmaker or betting intermediary. The National 
Lottery, on the other hand, is designed to generate substantial funds for the Exchequer to be 
expended on good causes. 

Monies paid into the Central Fund are applied for one or more of the following causes, as 
the Government may determine from time to time:

(a) sport and recreation;

(b) national culture and heritage (including the Irish Language)

(c) the arts (within the meaning of the Arts Act 2003);

(d) health of the community;

(e) youth, welfare and amenities;

(f) natural environment; and

(g) such other objectives (if any) as the Government may determine from time to time.  

In practical terms, that means every year approximately €225 million is available for good 
causes. 

I have no plans to include National Lottery games within the scope of the betting tax.

06/11/2018WRH00200Mortgage Interest Relief Application

06/11/2018WRH00300183. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Finance the changes made to mortgage 
interest relief for homeowners in budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44958/18]

06/11/2018WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy may be aware that I made 
no changes to Mortgage Interest Relief for homeowners in Budget 2019.

However, he may also recall that I announced in Budget 2018 that I would extend Mortgage 
Interest Relief (MIR) for the remaining recipients of the relief on a tapered basis for three years, 
through to 31st of December 2020. In 2018, recipients of MIR qualified for 75% of the relief 
that they qualified for in 2017. From January 2019, recipients will qualify for 50% of the relief 
that they qualified for in 2017. 

Without this extension provided for in Budget 2018, each remaining relief holder would 
have faced a ‘cliff’ where the relief would have ceased entirely in January 2018. The three year 
extension was put in place to alleviate the potential financial difficulties of this ‘cliff’, and to 
give the relief holders a transition period to adjust to the cessation of the relief on a phased basis. 

My decision in Budget 2018 to extend MIR on a tapered basis for three years balanced the 
competing objectives of allowing relief holders a transition period to adjust to the withdrawal 
of relief, while also considering the fairness to mortgage holders who have never held a relief 
on their mortgage interest, who may also face similar financial challenges in meeting mortgage 
repayments. 
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06/11/2018WRH00500Tax Data

06/11/2018WRH00600184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the cost of increasing to 
amounts (details supplied), the standard rate income tax cut off point for a single point; the 
estimated cost of an equivalent increase for married couples and so on; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44997/18]

06/11/2018WRH00700185. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost or revenue 
raised by proposed measures (details supplied). [44998/18]

06/11/2018WRH00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 184 
and 185 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the figures requested are as follows:

With regards to 44997/18, to achieve each of the standard cut off rates proposed, the Budget 
2019 band must be increased by €4,700, €9,700 and €14,700 respectively.

Single and Widowed or surviving Civil Partner without qualifying child - Current 
Band €35,300;

Band Increase Revised Band First Year Cost €Mil-
lion

Full Year Cost €Mil-
lion

€4,700 €40,000 310 358
€9,700 €45,000 568 656
€14,700 €50,000 764 884

Married or in a Civil Partnership, one Spouse or Civil Partners with Income - Current 
Band €44,300;

Band Increase Revised Band First Year Cost €Mil-
lion

Full Year Cost €Mil-
lion

€4,700 €49,000 117 140
€9,700 €54,000 226 272
€14,700 €59,000 317 381

Married or in a Civil Partnership, both Spouses or Civil   Partners with Income - Cur-
rent Bands €44,300 for Major Earner and €26,300 for Minor Earner

Band Increase Revised Band-
Major Earner 

Revised Band-
Minor Earner 

First Year Cost 
€Million

Full Year Cost 
€Million

€4,700 €49,000 €31,000 337 393
€9,700 €54,000 €36,000 626 730
€14,700 €59,000 €41,000 858 1,002

Total Cost of Band Widening

Band Increase First Year Cost €Million Full Year Cost €Million
€4,700 764 891
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Band Increase First Year Cost €Million Full Year Cost €Million
€9,700 1,420 1,658
€14,700 1,940 2,267

The estimates in the tables above have been generated by reference to 2019 incomes, cal-
culated on the basis of actual data for the year 2016, the latest year for which returns are avail-
able and adjusted for income, self-employment and employment trends in the interim. They are 
provisional and may be revised.

Regarding Question 44998/18, I am informed by Revenue that to calculate a combined cost 
for the proposals described by the Deputy, it is necessary to base all costs and calculations on 
2016 tax return data. An exercise was undertaken on 2016 data to break down the gross incomes 
of taxpayer units to an individualised level and a manual estimation process (outside of Reve-
nue’s usual tax modelling software) was required. As the exercise can only split gross incomes, 
this estimation process requires certain assumptions to be made in relation to the distribution of 
credits for the tapering on individual income.

Furthermore, due to the interaction between the Income Tax rates and credits, reliefs and 
exemptions, it is not possible to accurately identify the yield from introducing a third Income 
Tax rate to individual incomes. The additional 45% tax rate and increases to the Standard Rate 
Cut Off outlined are, therefore, costed on a taxpayer unit basis.  

- First year (€m) Full Year (€m)
Increasing the   Standard Rate Cut Off by €6,200* 
to €40,000 and introducing a 45% tax   rate for 
incomes over €140,000

-599 -666

Yield of tapering credits by   2.5% per €1,000 for 
individualised gross incomes between €100,000 and   
€140,000

185 220

Total -414 -446

- First year (€m) Full Year (€m)
Increasing   the Standard Rate Cut Off by €11,200* 
to €45,000 and introducing a 45% tax   rate for 
incomes over €140,000

-1,090 -1,237

Yield of tapering credits by   2.5% per €1,000 for   
individualised gross incomes between €100,000 
and €140,000

185 220

Total -905 -1,017

- First year (€m) Full Year (€m)
Increasing   the Standard Rate   Cut Off by 
€16,200* to €50,000 and introducing a 45%   tax 
rate for incomes   over €140,000

-1,474 -1,685

Yield of tapering credits by   2.5% per €1,000 for   
individualised gross incomes between €100,000 
and   €140,000

185 220

Total -1,289 -1,465
*The Standard Rate Cut Off for a single earner was €33,800 in 2016.
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Where figures are negative, it indicates a cost to the Exchequer and where figures are posi-
tive it indicates a yield to the Exchequer.

06/11/2018WRH01000Revenue Commissioners Reports

06/11/2018WRH01100186. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 203 of 23 October 2018, if he will clarify the nature of the deliberative process men-
tioned; when this process began; and when it will be concluded. [45006/18]

06/11/2018WRH01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that the deliberative process referred to in the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 203 
of 23 October 2018 concerns the tax treatment of food supplements. 

Following a submission received from the Irish Health Trade Association (IHTA) on this 
subject, Revenue commenced a review of their guidance in this area which involved the en-
gagement of an expert to advise on the matter and an invitation to the IHTA to make a further 
submission. The expert report was received in October 2017.  Following an analysis of the re-
port and consultations with sector representatives, the matter was brought to the attention of my 
Department and the Department of Health ahead of the recent Budget with a view to consider-
ing policy options that might bring clarity to the food supplement sector.  

I have decided not to introduce any legislative changes at this time and I am informed that 
Revenue will now consider how to proceed on the basis of the existing legislation, including 
whether any change to their guidance is necessary. When this process is concluded Revenue 
will publish the expert report. The existing guidance on this matter will continue to apply until 
such time as Revenue issues revised guidance. 

06/11/2018WRH01300Brexit Issues

06/11/2018WRH01400187. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Finance his views on the recent pub-
lication from the Parliamentary Budget Office (details supplied); the reason such sensitivity 
analysis has not been provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45010/18]

06/11/2018WRH01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department’s Budget forecasts 
incorporate, as a central scenario, that the UK will make an ‘orderly’ exit from the EU. This in-
volves a transition period being agreed until end-2020, and a free trade agreement being agreed 
thereafter. The impact of this scenario is to lower the level of GDP by almost 2 percentage 
points over the 2021-2023 period relative to a no-Brexit baseline. This feeds through to the fis-
cal projections underlying the Budget. The macroeconomic forecasts underpinning the Budget 
were endorsed by the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council as is legally required. 

The text on policy strategy in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook, published as part of Budget 
2019, is almost entirely about the risk of a disorderly exit and outlines that the policy response 
should be to enhance the resilience of the economy. Chapter 6 of the same document, on Risk 
and Sensitivity Analysis, includes Box 5 on alterative Brexit scenarios. This shows that over 
the medium-term (i.e. after five years) the impact of a disorderly Brexit would be to reduce the 
level of GDP by around 3¼ percentage points compared with a no-Brexit baseline. It explicitly 
states that this should be seen as a minimum not a maximum effect. 

Using the ESRI’s COSMO model, Budget 2019 also provides a sensitivity analysis to simu-
late the impact of a 1 per cent deterioration in global demand on our public finances, as mea-
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sured through the general government balance. This specific external shock could arise through 
a number of channels, including through Brexit. 

The measures introduced in Budget 2019 continue the process of ensuring that Ireland’s 
economy remains competitive and resilient against the backdrop of heightened uncertainty, 
including from Brexit. Eliminating the deficit is part of the policy response, as is achieving the 
Medium-Term Budgetary Objective, the avoidance of pro-cyclical policies, putting the debt-
ratio on a downward path and establishing and resourcing the Rainy Day Fund. This is comple-
mented by our longer-term economic strategy for investing in the productive capacity of our 
economy, especially through Project Ireland 2040.

The Government is working hard with the EU Taskforce and our EU partners to ensure that 
an agreement between the EU and the UK is reached. While it is still Government’s view that a 
‘no deal’ outcome remains unlikely, we are planning for all scenarios.  

06/11/2018WRH01600Banking Sector

06/11/2018WRH01700188. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the interim accounts of a bank (details supplied) for 2018 that allocated €411 million 
from the incurred but not reported loan provision to the stage 3 loan provision on 1 January 
2018; if none of this €414 million provision was used to write down the value of loans disposed 
in 2018 including those loans sold to a company; if the €414 million figure does not include any 
or part of those stage two loans the provisions of which were increased under an accounting 
IFRS 9 adjustment by €271 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45057/18]

06/11/2018WRH01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, AIB’s 
financial statements are prepared in line with applicable international accounting standards and 
are independently audited. I would also note that I have no role in relation to the preparation or 
audit of the financial statements in any of the publicly quoted banks.

I have however received the following response from AIB:

“  On transition to IFRS 9, there was no material change to provisions on impaired loans 
that were included in credit impaired loans (i.e. Stage 3) on 1 January 2018. As disclosed on 
Page 112 (Half Year Financial Report). AIB increased impairment provisions by €271m on 
transition to IFRS 9, and this was primarily driven by non-credit impaired loans (i.e. Stage 1 
& 2).

Regarding press coverage on the sale of a loan portfolio, AIB notes:

-  The IFRS 9 increase in provisions (Eur 271m) is due to the move to expected lifetime loss-
es under IFRS 9, while the gain on disposal (Eur 140m) is related to the sale of a loan portfolio.  
These are two separate and unrelated events and AIB is very comfortable with the accounting 
treatment of these and all related matters.

-  The impact of transition to IFRS 9 on the portfolio that was subsequently sold was de 
minimis. The gain was therefore not related to or as result of transition to IFRS 9. 

-  AIB’s capital position of 17.9% CET1 fully loaded at September 2018 fully reflects all 
impacts of the portfolio sale.  AIB notes the positive outcome from the EBA stress tests and 
continuing strong capital generation.”

The Deputy may also be aware of the research commentary from Goodbody Stockbrokers 
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on 5 November 2018 which referred to the media article and stated:

“From what we can see the journalist completely mixes up IFRS 9 and the portfolio sale 
gain, which are two separate and non-related issues. The IFRS 9 increase in provisions is due to 
move to expected lifetime losses, whilst the gain on disposal was a separate matter and reflects 
consideration versus net carrying value (with c 40% coverage) and the capital benefit of lower 
RWAs. We note that AIB took the full IFRS 9 hit to capital on January 1, which saw its capital 
step down the €271m figure or 50pbs from 17.5% on December 31 to 17.0% on January 1, an 
outcome also reflected in the EBA stress test starting balance sheet and a treatment used by 
other banks on IFRS 9 introduction”.

06/11/2018WRH01900Tax Data

06/11/2018WRH02000189. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Finance the number of employees that 
avail of childcare as a benefit-in-kind from their employer. [45109/18]

06/11/2018WRH02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that Benefit-
In-Kind is declared on tax returns as a total figure rather than by individual benefit type. There-
fore there is no basis available to separately compile the numbers of employees availing of 
childcare as a Benefit in Kind as requested by the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRH02200Insurance Industry Regulation

06/11/2018WRH02300190. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Finance the measures he is taking 
to address the practice in the motor insurance industry of unfairly charging excessive premiums 
for returning emigrants regardless of their driving experience. [45117/18]

06/11/2018WRH02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware, in fulfil-
ment of a recommendation from the Report on the Cost of Motor Insurance, a protocol was 
agreed between Insurance Ireland and the Department of Finance under which insurance com-
panies committed to accepting the driving experience returning emigrants gained while abroad, 
when the driver has had previous driving experience in Ireland.  The guiding principle of the 
protocol is to ensure that a returning emigrant is not treated any differently to any other driver 
subject to their ability to demonstrate, and the insurance company to verify, continuous driv-
ing experience and the normal acceptance criteria of the company.  What this means is that the 
returning emigrant will not be disadvantaged from spending time abroad.  Furthermore, under 
the protocol, insurance companies will not distinguish between countries on the basis of which 
side of the road driving takes place therein.

In relation to the implementation of this recommendation, Insurance Ireland submitted a 
report to the Department in December 2017.  This report confirmed that Insurance Ireland 
members have agreed to publish the wording of the agreed protocol on their company websites 
and any other forms of social media, in addition to providing training for staff who can work 
through issues with emigrants before they leave, whilst they are out of the country and when 
they return to Ireland.  The stated intention is “to resolve any issues well before they arise and 
for the consumer to be aware of the considerations when moving abroad”.  The wording of the 
agreed protocol is also available on the Insurance Ireland website. 

The Insurance Ireland report also outlined some sample cases which demonstrate how the 
rolling-out of the protocol has led to disputed cases being resolved to the benefit of return-
ing emigrants, and provided figures indicating that the number of such cases being processed 
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under the Declined Cases Agreement (DCA) decreased during the first six months of 2017.  I 
understand that the DCA figures subsequently provided in respect of the second half of last year 
showed that this downward trend continued throughout the remainder of 2017.  The next report 
on the operation of the DCA, outlining the figures for 2018, is due to be submitted to my De-
partment in Q1 2019. Officials will examine the breakdown of the number of cases in the report 
to determine if the downward trend is continuing.

It is important to highlight that if a returning emigrant believes that they have received a high 
quote due to an insurance provider not accepting driving experience gained while abroad, they 
should contact the free Insurance Information Service operated by Insurance Ireland, which can 
be accessed at feedback@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761820. 

Finally, the Deputy should also note that my officials are continuing to monitor the imple-
mentation of this recommendation through their regular engagement with Insurance Ireland.

06/11/2018WRH02500Tax Data

06/11/2018WRH02600191. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the number of recipients of 
the home carer’s tax credit in each of the past three years by dependant type; the number in the 
past three years by those households receiving the maximum relief under the credit and those 
receiving some but not the maximum relief under the credit; the cost of the credit in each of the 
past three years; the projected cost for 2019; the estimated number of households with children 
that are eligible for but are not in receipt of the credit; and the estimated number of households 
with children that are not eligible for the credit. [45144/18]

06/11/2018WRH02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the num-
ber of taxpayers who received the full and partial value of the Home Carer Tax Credit is set out 
in the table below for the years 2014 to 2016 (the most recent year for which data are available). 
It should be noted that married couples and civil partners who are jointly assessed are counted 
as one taxpayer unit. 

Home Carer Tax 
Credit

2014 2015 2016

Taxpayer units re-
ceiving full credit*

69,000 69,200 70,200

Taxpayer units 
receiving partial 
credit*

11,800 11,700 15,700

Total taxpayer units* 80,900 80,900 85,900
Cost of credit (€m) 61 61 78
*Numbers rounded to the nearest hundred.

The figures provided represent income earners who utilised at least some of the Home Carer 
Tax Credit to reduce their income tax liability.  The figures do not include the number of poten-
tial claimants whose entitlement to other tax credits was sufficient to reduce their tax liability to 
nil without availing of the Home Carer Tax Credit.  Revenue estimates the number of claimants 
in such a position was 47,000 in 2014, 44,000 in 2015 and 45,000 in 2016.  It is not possible to 
break down the number of recipients of the credit by dependant type as there is no requirement 
to indicate this information on tax returns.

The projected cost of the Home Carer Tax Credit for 2019 is approximately €115 million. 
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This estimate is provisional and may be revised.

I am also advised by Revenue that it has no information in relation to numbers of cases who 
have not applied for the credit.  However, it should be noted that Revenue staff automatically 
grant the Home Carer Tax Credit where they identify eligible persons whose circumstances 
indicate that they would benefit from the credit. 

Finally, I am aware that Revenue continues to contact PAYE taxpayers to remind them that 
there is a four-year time limit for claiming additional tax credits and reliefs. For example, in 
late 2017 letters issued to all PAYE taxpayers who had not claimed additional credits or reliefs 
from 2013 to 2017, reminding them that they may be entitled to make a claim on or before 31 
December 2017. An additional 291 claims were made for the Home Carer Tax Credit following 
the issue of this letter. Similar letters will issue this year.

06/11/2018WRH02800Insurance Industry

06/11/2018WRH02900192. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the position with regard to 
insurance companies taking into account a person’s previous criminal conviction when decid-
ing to offer home or car insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45156/18]

06/11/2018WRH03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting such rules.  
Consequently, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the pricing level or 
terms or conditions that they should apply in respect of particular categories of policyholders.  

Notwithstanding this,  my officials raised the Deputy’s query with Insurance Ireland, the 
representative body for the insurance industry in Ireland. On the basis of this enquiry, I have 
been advised that as an insurance contract includes a duty of utmost good faith on both the 
insurer and insured, a duty of disclosure of all material facts is required from which insurers 
will make their underwriting decision on the provision of cover. In general, insurers will use a 
combination of individual rating factors. Such factors include, but are not limited to age, type of 
driving licence, engine size, rebuilding cost of property, previous convictions if applicable, etc., 
but they will vary by insurer depending on the market segments, on which individual insurers 
focus and the claims experience of individual insurers.

Insurance Ireland also acknowledged that access to and fair treatment by financial services 
providers is an important part of social inclusion which is mandated by the Consumer Protec-
tion Code. It is noted in this regard that the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain 
Disclosures) Act 2016 allows for certain convictions to become spent after a period of time.

In relation to motor insurance specifically, the Deputy is  aware of the Declined Cases 
Agreement (DCA).  That agreement is adhered to by all motor insurers in Ireland.  It states that 
if a consumer is unable to secure a quotation on the open market, he or she may be in a position 
to avail of the Declined Cases Agreement (DCA) process.  Under the terms of the DCA, the 
insurance market will not refuse to provide insurance to an individual seeking insurance if the 
person has approached at least three insurers and has not been able to obtain cover from them.

Data obtained from Insurance Ireland states that the total number of DCA applications in 
2017 was 1,423.  In that year, ‘convictions’ was noted 261 times as the primary reason the ap-
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plicant was declined motor insurance. 

There are further details available on the Insurance Ireland website in relation to the DCA, 
while Insurance Ireland also operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have 
queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance.  The relevant contact de-
tails are: feedback@insuranceireland.eu or declined@insuranceireland.eu or 01-6761914.  

06/11/2018WRH03100Insurance Industry

06/11/2018WRH03200193. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to situations in which insurance companies have exaggerated the size of payouts in order to in-
crease premiums; if a taskforce will be established to investigate the increase in premiums; the 
amount insurance companies paid out in claims between 2015 and to date in 2018; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45191/18]

06/11/2018WRH03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation. Neither I nor 
the Central Bank can interfere in the pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a 
commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on the risks they are 
willing to accept.  

However, it is acknowledged that pricing in the insurance sector has been subject to volatil-
ity in recent years, from a point where some premiums appeared to be priced at an unsustain-
ably low level in the motor sphere to the more recent experience of large increases across a 
number of lines.

The problem of rising insurance premiums was the impetus in 2016 for the establishment 
of the Cost of Insurance Working Group which is now chaired by the Minister of State for 
Financial Services and Insurance, Mr. Michael D’Arcy T.D.  Its Report on the Cost of Motor 
Insurance was published in January 2017.  The Report makes 33 recommendations with 71 
associated actions to be carried out in agreed timeframes, set out within an Action Plan. The 
Working Group continued its work throughout 2017 and subsequently published the Report on 
the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance in January 2018. In both of these Reports 
the factors as to why insurance costs have increased has been set out, however no evidence was 
presented that insurance companies were deliberately exaggerating the size of pay-outs in order 
to increase premiums. 

It is clear however from the Working Group’s extensive consultations that there is a lack of 
transparency around the personal injuries claims environment.  A similar view was expressed 
in the Joint Oireachtas Committee report.  Consequently, transparency has been one of the key 
themes of both the Motor and Employer and Public Liability Reports.

In this context therefore an important step forward is the approval by the Government to 
publish the Central Bank (National Claims Information Database) Bill 2018.  The Bill, which is 
currently being considered by the Houses of the Oireachtas, when enacted, will enable the Cen-
tral Bank to publish an annual report using data gathered from the insurance industry to increase 
transparency on the relationship between insurance premiums and related costs, identifying the 
factors that drive movements in the price of insurance in the State, the number of claims, as 
well as providing statistical analyses of the costs associated with settling claims, and impor-
tantly understanding the settlement channels used.  I am hopeful that with the cooperation of 
all parties in the Houses, it can be approved expeditiously to have the database in place as soon 
as possible. It should be noted that the  initial focus of the database will be on motor insurance.



6 November 2018

85

With regard to the total amounts companies paid out in claims between 2015 and 2018, the 
Central Bank has very limited data of this type available to it. This is because with the Europe-
an-wide transition from Solvency I to Solvency II regulatory regime (in place since 1 January 
2016), it no longer produces the annual Insurance Statistics publication, known as the ‘Blue 
Book’.  The tables in the Blue Book were extracted from the Solvency I forms which were 
completed by the industry and were publicly available (in the Companies Registration Office) 
and, as these are no longer completed, most of the Blue Book tables cannot be continued in the 
old format.  Furthermore, the underlying data in the Blue Book is now valued on the Solvency 
II, as opposed to the Solvency I, basis and many of the time series have been broken. 

That said however the Central Bank provided my officials with the data below for a previ-
ous PQ in July 2018 in relation to motor insurance claims for the years 2013 to 2017.  This data 
includes both private and commercial motor insurance, and excludes the costs associated with 
the settlement of these claims.  

Calendar year Gross paid claims (€m) 
2013 869 
2014 932 
2015 921 
2016 956 
2017 953 
The Deputy should note that the data reflects the business of insurance undertakings pruden-

tially supervised by the Central Bank of Ireland (6 undertakings) and undertakings operating on 
a freedom of establishment basis (3 undertakings).  It does not however include any data related 
to insurance undertakings operating in Ireland under freedom to provide services.  In addition, 
these claim amounts do not represent a constant market size and/or share as, for example, the 
number of vehicles insured by these undertaking will have varied each year.  The Central Bank 
advised at the time that direct comparison of earned premiums to paid claims is not necessarily 
appropriate, as it is important to also consider the reserves set aside to meet claims that have not 
yet been settled and/or notified.  

06/11/2018WRH03400Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRH03500194. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance if a company (details sup-
plied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or renovate projects over the 
past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which it was built; if building fire 
safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since construction; the details of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45200/18]

06/11/2018WRH03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the Deputy’s question, 
OPW provides accommodation for Government Services and manages much of the State’s 
property portfolio.   All office facility and renovation projects related to accommodation provid-
ed for staff working in the Department of Finance are managed by the Office of Public Works, 
which is under the aegis of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  I am not aware 
of the use by OPW of the company in question in relation any works carried out in the buildings 
previously or currently occupied by staff of my Department. 

In relation to the 17 bodies under the aegis of my Department, my understanding is that the 
particular company has not undertaken work over the past ten years for any of those bodies.
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06/11/2018WRH03700Revenue Commissioners

06/11/2018WRH03800195. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commissioners 
will consider introducing a freephone telephone number; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45247/18]

06/11/2018WRH03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it re-
ceives an average of 2.5 million calls per year and the volumes are such that it would not be 
cost-effective to provide a freephone telephone service. However, Revenue does keep its tele-
phony infrastructure under constant review to ensure that it delivers the most robust and cost-
effective service possible for taxpayers. 

Up to recently, the 1890 LoCall service was considered the best option for delivering an 
effective high-volume telephone service at minimum cost. However, the service does incur 
additional charges for some customers that are imposed by their telephone service providers 
and which are outside of Revenue’s control. Revenue made a submission to the Commission 
for Communications Regulation (ComReg) in 2017 expressing its dissatisfaction at the rates 
charged by service providers for these 1890 calls and supported ComReg’s proposal that the 
retail charge applicable should not exceed the retail charge that would apply had the caller used 
a standard telephone number.  

To reduce the cost burden on customers, Revenue launched a new telephony platform on 
26 September 2018 that optimises some of the most up to date technology available and which 
facilitates phone calls using standard telephone numbers that do not incur the range of charges 
currently applied by service providers to 1890 calls. 

On a wider note, I am aware that Revenue has significantly enhanced its range of online 
services to reduce the need for customer telephone contact.  This includes a new website www.
revenue.ie which is specifically designed to help customers more easily find the information 
they are looking for. The information on the website is written in plain language and is easy to 
find. Revenue has advised me that the feedback to date strongly confirms that the new service 
is very effective and has been well received by the majority of users.

06/11/2018WRH04000Tax Code

06/11/2018WRH04100196. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance if he will reconsider the 
proposed 100% increase in turnover tax for the bookmaker and or betting industry; if detailed 
research has been conducted into the impact of such a tax on the viability of the bookmaking 
industry and the employees that would lose their jobs; if he will consider setting the turnover 
tax at a lower more equitable rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45264/18]

06/11/2018WRH04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As announced in the Budget I have in-
creased the rate of betting duty from 1 per cent to 2 per cent on the turnover of bookmakers and 
the rate of betting intermediary duty from 15 per cent to 25 per cent on the commission earned 
by betting intermediaries. These measures will take effect from 1 January 2019 and will help 
fund public services. 

The Government’s priority in recent years has been to level the playing field by extending 
the betting tax to remote bookmakers and betting exchanges. This was achieved in 2015, via 
the Betting Amendment Act, and I believe it is now timely to increase the rates of betting duty 
and betting intermediary duty. 
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It is acknowledged that traditional retail bookmakers face ongoing challenges from the on-
line sector. It is a fact that advances in technology have challenged existing business models and 
have changed the structure of many markets, including the betting market.

However, it is important to note that receipts from traditional bookmakers have remained 
stable and displayed some year-on-year growth in recent years. Yields from traditional book-
makers have increased from €25.4m in 2013 to €29m in 2017, implying an increase in turnover 
of about 14% during this period, from €2.54 billion to €2.9 billion. This demonstrates the resil-
ience of traditional bookmakers in the face of ongoing challenges.   

I appreciate the concerns raised by the betting sector following the budget. However, this 
increase must be seen in the context of the rate being at an all-time low. In the past the tax was 
20% of turnover and the last time the rate increased was in 1975. It is also worth pointing out 
that VAT does not apply to betting services, also there are on-course exemptions from betting 
duty, that the bookmakers licence fees are low and have not increased since 1992, and last but 
not least, the fact that there is a raised public consciousness on the social costs of problem gam-
bling.

Accordingly, I do not propose to change the increase provided for in Budget 2019.

06/11/2018WRH04300Banking Sector

06/11/2018WRH04400197. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the date on which the 
Central Bank’s attention was drawn to the fact that the accounting standard IAS39 was flawed 
in that it allowed banks to delay the recognition of losses on troubled loans; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45320/18]

06/11/2018WRH04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Regulation (EC) No. 1606/2002 of the 
European Parliament (the Regulation) requires all listed European companies to prepare their 
consolidated financial accounts in accordance with EU adopted International Financial Report-
ing Standards (IFRS) - formerly known as International Accounting Standards (IAS) -  for ac-
counting periods commencing on or after 1 January 2005.

IAS 39 (adopted for use in the EU) requires loans to be measured at amortised cost using 
the effective interest method. It also requires the use of an incurred loss approach for the calcu-
lation of impairment provisions on loans resulting in impairment provisions being recognised 
only when losses are incurred and not before then. Under the incurred loss approach an entity 
assesses at the end of each reporting period whether there is objective evidence that a loan or 
group of loans is impaired. IAS 39 states that a loan is impaired and impairment losses are 
incurred if there is “objective evidence” of impairment as a result of one or more events that 
occurred after the exposure was created (“the loss event”) and that the loss event has an impact 
on the estimated future cash flows of the loans and these cash flows can be reliably estimated.

In April 2009 the G20 leaders called on “the accounting standard setters to work urgently 
with supervisors and regulators to improve standards on valuation and provisioning and achieve 
a single set of high-quality global accounting standards”.  In this regard the International Ac-
counting Standards Board (IASB) issued a new accounting standard for Financial Instruments, 
IFRS 9, which replaces IAS 39. IFRS 9 is applicable for accounting periods starting on or after 
1 January 2018. IFRS 9 introduces a new regime for impairment provisioning and imposes an 
Expected Credit Loss approach to provisioning as opposed to the incurred loss approach that is 
required by IAS 39.
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06/11/2018WRH04600Financial Services Regulation

06/11/2018WRH04700198. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the rules that apply with 
regard to an Irish citizen who spends part of their time here and part of their time abroad outside 
the European Union wishing to borrow from a financial institution here for home refurbishment 
works in respect of a house owned by them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45326/18]

06/11/2018WRH04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The European Communities (Consum-
er Credit Agreements) Regulations 2010 provide a framework within which lenders in the Eu-
ropean Union must operate.  The evaluation of a credit application by a lender must include an 
assessment of the consumer’s creditworthiness on the basis of sufficient information. However, 
the extension of credit by lenders to potential customers remains a commercial decision for the 
lender.   

If a consumer is unhappy with the service they have received from a regulated financial 
service provider or with a refusal to provide a service by a regulated financial service provider, 
they are entitled to make a complaint by writing directly to the firm concerned.  The relevant 
provisions as regards ‘Complaints Resolution’ are contained in Chapter 10 of the Consumer 
Protection Code 2012, which can be found on the Central Bank’s website. If the consumer is 
not happy with the outcome of their complaint, they can refer the case to the Financial Services  
and Pensions Ombudsman for investigation.  

06/11/2018WRH04900Credit Union Lending

06/11/2018WRH05000199. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the 
necessary easing of Central Bank restrictions on the operation of credit unions and on a role for 
the credit unions to provide mortgage finance to the locked out generation of home buyers; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45327/18]

06/11/2018WRH05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I welcome the publication of the Cen-
tral Bank’s Consultation on Potential Changes to the Lending Framework for Credit Unions 
(CP125). Reviewing these Lending Regulations is an important matter for the Sector and one 
for which I have previously outlined my strong support. 

A comprehensive review of the Credit Union Lending Regulations was one of the recom-
mendations from the Credit Union Advisory Committee (CUAC) in its “Review of Imple-
mentation of the Recommendations in the Commission on Credit Unions Report” published 
in June 2016. On foot of this report, an Implementation Group was set up in order to progress 
the CUAC’s recommendations. This group is chaired by my Department and is comprised of 
one member from each of the credit union representative bodies – the Irish League of Credit 
Unions, the Credit Union Development Association, the Credit Union Managers’ Association 
and the National Supervisors Forum – and a member from the Central Bank.

In November 2017 the Implementation Group completed a scoping paper regarding pos-
sible amendments to the Lending Regulations. The paper contained a number of proposals for 
consideration in the Central Bank review of the Credit Union Lending Framework, which could 
provide for a material increase in long-term lending for those credit unions with the capability 
to do so. Following the submission of this paper to the Central Bank, I wrote to Governor Lane 
outlining my strong support for this very important matter being progressed in 2018. 

In March 2018 the Central Bank informed Credit Unions that a review of credit union lend-
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ing limits had commenced, noting that the matter had been highlighted for review in various 
foras, including through the Implementation Group. To help inform their review, and in order to 
get individual credit union input, the Central Bank issued a longer term lending questionnaire 
to Credit Unions in April 2018. The Consultation Paper on Potential Changes to the Lending 
Framework for Credit Unions (CP125) was published on 24 October. 

The proposals contained in CP125 include the removal of the existing lending maturity 
limits which cap the percentage of credit union lending which may be outstanding for periods 
of greater than 5 and 10 years and the introduction of concentration limits, on a tiered basis, for 
home mortgage and commercial loans expressed as a percentage of total assets. The proposed 
concentration limits would permit all credit unions to undertake combined house and commer-
cial lending of up to 7.5% of total assets, but with a limit of 5% of total assets for either one of 
the categories. 

The consultation paper also proposes that an increased combined concentration limit of 
15% of total assets would be available to those credit unions who can demonstrate that they 
have strong core foundations to undertake additional house and commercial lending including 
the necessary financial strength, skills, expertise, operational and risk management capability. 
Prior approval from the Central Bank would be required in order for a credit union to avail of 
this increased combined concentration limit.

Based on the data supplied in the Consultation Paper, the proposals would allow in the first 
instance a sectorial capacity of €861m for house loans.  To put this figure in context, as per June 
2018 Prudential Returns, there is approximately €165m of house loans currently outstanding 
across the sector. This capacity would increase as Credit Unions are approved for the higher 
concentration limit. In the case where all Credit Unions with assets greater than €100m were 
approved for the higher limit, sector capacity could increase to a maximum of c. €1.8bn.

It is important that credit unions who wish to undertake increased house and commercial 
lending understand the risks involved; and in accordance with section 35(2) of Credit Union 
Act 1997 the ability of the member to repay the loan should be a primary consideration in the 
underwriting process for the credit union.

Credit Unions, their representative bodies, and other stakeholders will now have an oppor-
tunity to analyse the proposals put forward in CP125 and engage in the Consultation by submit-
ting their views to the Central Bank. The consultation period is open for submissions until 9 
January 2019. My officials and I will review the proposed amendments, liaise with the Central 
Bank and input into the statutory consultation process when it arises.

06/11/2018WRH05200Insurance Fraud

06/11/2018WRH05300200. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a mat-
ter (details supplied) regarding bogus insurance claims; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45404/18]

06/11/2018WRH05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the Cost 
of Insurance Working Group’s Reports on the Cost of Motor Insurance and the Cost of Em-
ployer and Public Liability Insurance both include measures to tackle fraudulent claims.

The Working Group has reported on the progress of implementing its recommendations 
each quarter since Q1 2017 in respect of the Motor Report and Q1 2018 in respect of the Em-
ployer and Public Liability Report.  Each of the six updates produced thus far are available on 
the Department of Finance’s website, with the seventh report due to be published shortly. 
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Both of the Working Group’s Reports contain measures targeted at reducing fraud, most of 
which relate to the Department of Justice and Equality.  In the Motor Report, Recommendation 
25 called for the establishment of a fully functioning integrated insurance fraud database for 
industry to detect patterns of fraud, while Recommendation 26 supported exploring the poten-
tial for further cooperation between the insurance sector and An Garda Síochána in relation to 
insurance fraud investigation.  

The implementation of Recommendation 25 has been impacted by the application of the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which came into effect from 25 May 2018, and 
the related Data Protection Act.  As a result, Insurance Ireland has undertaken a detailed Data 
Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) in relation to matters such as the information currently 
held on Insurance Link and the specific additional data it is proposed will be shared, plus the 
additional circumstances under which the data will be shared.  The Department of Justice and 
Equality are currently reviewing that DPIA.

In relation to the establishment of a dedicated Garda insurance fraud unit, Insurance Ireland 
communicated the outcome of its cost/benefit analysis at the start of July 2018, recommend-
ing industry funding of such a unit.  Discussions are continuing between relevant officials in 
the Department of Justice and Equality and An Garda Síochána in this regard.  In addition, I 
understand that the Minister for Justice and Equality met with senior Garda management on 30 
August to discuss the proposal.  The Minister will receive a proposal from the Garda Commis-
sioner following the Commissioner’s consideration of this recommendation.  

In the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insurance, Recommendation 13 
called for the agreement of a new set of guidelines in respect of the reporting of alleged insur-
ance fraud. The agreed Guidelines for the Reporting of Suspected Fraudulent Insurance Claims 
by Insurance Entities to An Garda Síochána was released on 1 October.  These Guidelines are 
publically available on the Garda website and a copy has also been sent to relevant bodies who 
had been involved in the consultation process such as the Self-Insured Taskforce, Irish Public 
Bodies, Lloyd’s and the State Claims Agency, as well as the Car Rental Council of Ireland.  I 
believe that the Guidelines will assist and provide support to these organisations, as well as 
insurance companies, when reporting suspected insurance fraud to An Garda Síochána.

A ‘spin-off’ occurrence from the implementation of this recommendation has been a com-
mitment for the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and Insurance Ireland’s Anti-Fraud 
Forum to meet on a regular basis in order to discuss and act upon current and ongoing general 
issues which arise in the area of insurance fraud.  This positive development is an opportunity 
for greater communication and improved processes and it is hoped that it will lead to a better 
understanding on both sides of the issues arising in the investigation and reporting of fraud. 

Other recommendations in the Report on the Cost of Employer and Public Liability Insur-
ance seek the production of reliable statistics in respect of the numbers of complaints, investi-
gations, prosecutions and convictions related to insurance claim fraud, improved notification 
procedures for potential defendants of personal injury claims submitted against their policy, and 
stricter enforcement of the requirement for plaintiffs to lodge verifying affidavits within the set 
timeframe.

Overall, it is intended that the implementation of all the recommendations from the two 
Reports cumulatively, with the appropriate levels of commitment and cooperation from all rel-
evant stakeholders, can lead to both reduced incentives for, and greater deterrents against, the 
undertaking of fraudulent insurance-related activities.
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06/11/2018WRH05500Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

06/11/2018WRH05600201. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance his plans in place or the 
actions he has taken to help support SMEs to embrace card acceptance; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45406/18]

06/11/2018WRH05700202. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the amount invested to date 
in promoting digital payment options amongst SMEs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45407/18]

06/11/2018WRH05800203. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the steps he has taken to 
incentivise merchants to accept card payment; the further plans that have been drafted for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45408/18]

06/11/2018WRH05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 201 
to 203, inclusive, together.

In order to make card acceptance more attractive for retailers, interchange rates were re-
duced in December 2015.  An EU regulation reduced the interchange fee charged to retailers 
to 30 basis points for credit cards, and Ireland reduced the corresponding fee for domestic con-
sumer debit cards to 10 basis points, giving us one of the lowest rates of interchange fees on 
debit cards in the EU. Just before that, on 31 October 2015, the transaction limit on contactless 
payment cards was raised from €15 to €30.

To support these EU and industry changes, Budget 2016 abolished stamp duty charges on 
debit and cash machine cards. These were replaced with a 12c per transaction charge for with-
drawing cash from an ATM, though with a cap set at an annual maximum charge of €2.50 or €5 
depending on card type.

The changes made at that time reduced the costs to merchants of accepting card payments 
and made card usage more attractive, as evidenced by the strong growth in electronic payments 
generally and debit cards in particular. The latest Central Bank credit and debit card statisti-
cal release shows that there were 74 million debit card point-of-sale transactions in September 
2018, up 75% on September 2015. 

Almost one in three card payments are now contactless, and figures released last week by 
the Banking and Payments Federation of Ireland show that the quarterly value of contactless 
card payments exceeded €1 billion for the first time in the second quarter of 2018. The statistics 
show that consumers are using their cards, and that merchants are accepting card payments to 
a greater extent than ever. 

The Deputy may be aware that my colleague, the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation, Heather Humphreys TD, last month launched a €625,000 pilot scheme for eligible 
SMEs in the retail sector. The new scheme, to be delivered by Enterprise Ireland, supports 
retailers to strengthen their online trading capabilities in order to compete internationally, and 
grants of between €10,000 to €25,000 are available on a matched funding basis to enhance 
digital capability.

In addition, the Department of the Taoiseach has launched a public consultation on a new 
National Digital Strategy for Ireland, which aims to map out how we can positively embrace 
digital advances. The public consultation aims to give the public and interested stakeholders a 
chance to tell Government what priorities should be addressed in the Strategy, including what 
supports are needed by businesses to benefit fully from the use of digital technology.  That 
consultation is available on the website of the Department of the Taoiseach until 23 November.
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06/11/2018WRH06200National Payments Plan Implementation

06/11/2018WRH06300204. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the actions delivered upon 
in the National Payments Plan 2013; when the steering committee last met; the measures put in 
place to ensure the continued progress of digital payments here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45409/18]

06/11/2018WRH06400205. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the progress made to date 
on the recommendations included in the National Payments Plan 2013 in each of the years 
2013 to 2017 and to date 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45410/18]

06/11/2018WRH06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 204 
and 205 together.  

The National Payments Plan, intended to modernise Ireland’s payment system, was pub-
lished in 2013 and covered the period up to 2015. It set out a vision for payments, including 
universal acceptance of electronic forms of payment, robust and reliable payment systems, and 
migration from cash and cheques to cards and electronic payments. The table below sets out the 
NPP recommendations and the status of implementation: 

Recommendation Status Comment
Facilitate interoperability of 
mobile based payments

Ongoing Technological developments 
in recent years have greatly 
facilitated the development of 
interoperable mobile based pay-
ments and increased the number 
of solutions available to con-
sumers

Introduce contactless debit 
cards

Achieved Banks have issued contactless 
cards and usage is increasing 
rapidly

Develop public and private 
sector e-Payments acceptance 
plans

Ongoing E-Day initiative in September 
2014

Require taxis to take payment 
cards

Ongoing Acceptance by taxis has in-
creased significantly, aided by 
new technology

Introduce a Standard Bank Ac-
count

 Achieved Payment accounts with basic 
features were introduced in 
2016 with the transposition of 
the Payment Accounts Directive

Progress Social Welfare Pay-
ments Strategy

Ongoing The Department of Employ-
ment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion has a strategy to implement 
greater electronic payments

Incentivise the consumer to use 
e-Payments

 Achieved Stamp duty was reformed in 
Budget 2016
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Recommendation Status Comment
Incentivise the merchant to ac-
cept card payment

 Achieved Reduction in interchange fees 
together with the introduction 
of contactless cards have greatly 
improved the attractiveness of 
cards for retailers

Phase out stamp duty on debit 
and pre-paid cards

 Achieved Stamp duty was reformed in 
Budget 2016

End date for cheque usage be-
tween Government and business

 Achieved E-Day implemented in Septem-
ber 2014

Implement bank cheque migra-
tion initiatives; re-presenta-
tion of unpaid cheques to be 
stopped; modernise’Client Ac-
count’ payments practices     

Ongoing Cheque usage has steadily de-
clined. The number of cheques 
used has halved in less than six 
years. Per capita cheque usage 
in Ireland is now 8 a year (com-
pared with 237 e-payments), 
and usage is falling by 10 per 
cent a year

Prepare review of the Irish cash 
cycle

 Achieved Central Bank National Cash 
Forum regularly reviews

Increase dispensing of €10 
notes in ATMs

 Achieved Targets set in NPP met and the 
Central Bank set additional 
targets to end-2018

Pilot discontinuing use of 1c/2c 
coins

 Achieved Following a successful pilot 
in Wexford in 2013, voluntary 
rounding was rolled out nation-
ally from October 2015

Ireland to have fully migrated to 
SEPA

 Achieved Ireland fully migrated to SEPA 
in 2016, within the regulatory 
timeline

Support a broad education and 
support campaign to drive a 
change in payment habits

Achieved  Industry coordinated a ‘cash-
less Cork’ initiative. Advertising 
has contributed to a large rise in 
electronic payments generally, 
and contactless payments in 
particular

Under the National Payments Plan, Ireland made significant progress including full migra-
tion to the Single Euro Payments Area (SEPA). Rounding of 1c and 2c coins was rolled out 
nationally from October 2015 and has been generally welcomed. All of the major banks now 
issue debit cards, most of them with contactless capability, and the contactless payment limit 
is now €30. The latest Banking and Payments Federation Payments Monitor   shows that in the 
first half of this year, contactless payments grew by 66% year-on-year in both volume terms 
and value terms. 

In December 2015, interchange rates were reduced to make card acceptance more attrac-
tive for retailers. Stamp duty on debit cards was reformed with the effect that stamp duty was 
removed and replaced with a 12c charge per ATM transaction. The implementation of ‘e-Day’ 
by Government in September 2014 – from which time Government Departments, Local Au-
thorities and State Agencies no longer routinely use cheques in their dealings with businesses 
- resulted in a significant decrease in cheque volumes. The Banking and Payments Federation 
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reports that cheque usage continues to fall, with for the first half of 2018 down 10.3% year-on-
year.

The measures recommended under the National Payments Plan were designed to ensure that 
the payments environment facilitates increased adoption of more efficient payment methods.  
They should not be seen in isolation.  The EU is working to create a single market for pay-
ments across the Member States and my Department has led on transposing EU measures on 
payments. The Payment Accounts Directive was transposed in September 2016 and it ensures 
access to a payment account with basic features for anyone who does not have a payment ac-
count, one of the recommendations contained in the National Payments Plan. 

The revised Payment Services Directive (PSD2), transposed in January 2018, further opens 
the EU payment market for companies offering consumer or business-oriented payment ser-
vices based on access to payment accounts and ensure a level playing field for both existing and 
new players.

The Deputy may be interested to know that the Central Bank recently established a forum 
on retail payments, where payment services providers and payment services users can come 
together to engage in an open and constructive dialogue with each other in relation to Irish retail 
payment services generally.  

The Deputy may also be interested to know that my Department earlier this year commis-
sioned research to benchmark payments in Ireland, and that I expect to receive a report on this 
in the coming months.

06/11/2018WRH06700Mortgage Applications Approvals

06/11/2018WRH06800206. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if a distinction is made 
between the different risk profile of the mortgage, for example, a low loan to value mortgage 
as opposed to a high loan to value mortgage in the context of the risk weighting that applies to 
mortgages issued by banks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45420/18]

06/11/2018WRH06900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank has advised that the 
risk weights (RWs) assigned to a given exposure depends on the particular approach utilised by 
the credit institution to calculate RWs for credit risk purposes. These are determined by EU reg-
ulation – specifically Regulation (EU) 575/2013, the Capital Requirements Regulation (CRR). 
This regulation permits credit institutions to use either the Standardised approach or the Internal 
Rating Based (IRB) Approach for the purposes of allocation of RWs for credit risk purposes. 

With regard to the use of the Standardised approach for credit risk, the allocation of the ap-
plicable RW will differ depending on whether the exposure in question is secured by residential 
or commercial real estate. 

With respect to exposures secured by residential real estate (or mortgages), in line with the 
Competent Authority discretion under Article 124(2) CRR, a 35% risk weight is applied to a) 
owner-occupied housing and b) loans with an LTV of up to 75%.  Where these conditions are 
not met (i.e., buy-to-let or LTV above 75%) loans may attract a 75% RW provided it satisfies 
the definition of ‘retail exposure’ under Article 123 CRR (otherwise a 100% RW will apply).

In contrast, credit institutions utilising the IRB approach must estimate a probability of de-
fault (PD) and a loss given default (LGD) for each mortgage. These parameters are then used 
to calculate the RW. 
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Statistical models are used to assign a PD and LGD to each mortgage. These models are 
essentially “rules” that assign specific PDs/LGDs to mortgages depending on the particular 
characteristics of each mortgage. Credit institutions analyse the behaviour of customers histori-
cally to determine which characteristics (also known as risk drivers) should be included in the 
model. Each individual credit institution decides which risk drivers to include in their PD and 
LGD models, which could include customer, mortgage performance and collateral information. 

In summary, the relationship between the risk weighting applied to a mortgage and the un-
derlying risk profile depends on whether a credit institution applies the Standardised approach 
or the IRB approach. The latter approach is more risk sensitive as it assigns risk weights with 
reference to the relevant underlying characteristics of a mortgage.

The Central Bank has also advised that while it cannot provide confidential information on 
the IRB models of Single Supervisory Mechanism regulated entities, credit institutions publish 
certain information on their models and the output of their models (as part of their annual pillar 
3 disclosures and annual reports) including average PD, LGD, and RW.

06/11/2018WRJ00200Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRJ00300207. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the details of engagements, 
meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his Department has had with a per-
son (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45458/18]

06/11/2018WRJ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It was not possible for my Department 
to provide the information sought in the time available and, therefore, I will make arrangements 
to provide the information in line with Standing Orders.

  Questions Nos. 208 to 210, inclusive, answered with Question No. 166.

06/11/2018WRJ00800Tax Forms

06/11/2018WRJ00900211. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 88 of 25 October 2018, if he will examine options in which line managers of persons 
who do not use the Internet are entitled to request postal communication for employees that are 
unable to request such contact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45598/18]

06/11/2018WRJ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed that the Deputy’s Ques-
tion relates specifically to situations where managers of some community based schemes feel 
they should be able to engage with Revenue on behalf of employees in certain circumstances.

I am assured that while Revenue actively encourages taxpayers to use its online services as 
the quickest, easiest and most convenient way to manage their tax affairs, it fully appreciates 
that some customers are unable to avail of these facilities for different reasons and require ad-
ditional support. 

In the context of PAYE Modernisation and as outlined in my reply to Parliamentary Ques-
tion 88 of 25 October 2018, Revenue has put alternate arrangements in place for taxpayers 
experiencing difficulties accessing or using its online services.  These arrangements include the 
ability to request hard copies of End of Year statements by telephone, written correspondence 
or by calling into a Revenue public office.
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While Revenue must always be cognisant of taxpayer confidentiality and general data pro-
tection regulations it is accepted that occasions will arise where a person requires another indi-
vidual to act on his or her behalf (with Revenue) in respect of their tax affairs.  In such circum-
stances, Revenue will engage with a nominated representative providing that person can clearly 
prove that the taxpayer has authorised him/her to operate in that capacity. 

In the specific circumstances that I believe the Deputy is highlighting, it could be that the 
request for an End of Year statement is made to Revenue by a line manager and the hard-copy 
documentation is sent directly to the taxpayer in question thereby ensuring against any breach 
of confidentiality.

06/11/2018WRJ01100Property Tax Data

06/11/2018WRJ01200212. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons 
who availed of the partial and full deferral of LPT liability since LPT was introduced on prop-
erties an annual basis to date; the amount collected by the Revenue Commissioners in interest 
charges applicable due to deferrals; if consideration has been given to the abolition of charging 
4% extra on persons that qualify for a deferral; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45676/18]

06/11/2018WRJ01300213. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons 
paying LPT by way of deduction at source from salary or occupational pension on a yearly basis 
since LPT was introduced; the yearly amounts collected by this method; if he will differentiate 
those paying from pensions and those paying from working salaries; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45677/18]

06/11/2018WRJ01400214. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of LPT col-
lected on a yearly basis since LPT was introduced that has been paid via payment service pro-
viders; the procedure in place for collection if a person fails to make a payment via this method; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45678/18]

06/11/2018WRJ01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
to 214, inclusive, together.

Regarding Question 45676, the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) pro-
vides for a deferral or partial deferral (50%) of LPT where certain specified circumstances exist.  
These circumstances include ‘Income Level’, ‘Hardship’, ‘Personal Insolvency’ and ‘Personal 
Representative of a Deceased Person’. 

Once granted, a deferral normally remains in place for the duration of the ‘valuation period’, 
which is currently 1 May 2013 to 31 October 2019.  However, property owners can opt to pay 
the outstanding liability at any time and discontinue with the deferral.  Where a deferral is in 
place, the outstanding liability remains as a charge on the property and must be paid before a 
sale or transfer can be completed.  Interest is also charged on the deferred amount at a rate of 
4% per annum.  There are currently over 59,000 properties with LPT deferrals in place, most 
of which are in respect of the entire Valuation Period (2013-2019).  Table 1 below sets out the 
numbers and values of properties with deferred liabilities for each year since the commence-
ment of LPT.

Table 1

No of Taxpayers with LPT Deferrals



6 November 2018

97

Deferrals   Full  Partial Total
Liability   Year ,000 ,000 ,000
2013 30 2 32
2014 38 2 40
2015 46 2 48
2016 55 2 57
2017 58 2 60
2018 57 2 59
The accumulated deferral interest amount charged for the entire Valuation Period (2013-

2019) is in the region of more than €7m.  It is not possible to provide the exact amount of this 
interest that has been collected to date because some elements are at different points in the col-
lection cycle while other elements are still reflected as charges against the properties in ques-
tion.  However, Revenue is confident that the full amount will be collected over time.  I have no 
plans to abolish the reduced interest rate of 4% on deferred liabilities.  

Regarding Question 45677, I am advised by Revenue that there are a range of options 
available to pay LPT, including the options to pay by deduction at source (DaS).  DaS allows a 
property owner to pay LPT in equal amounts over the year, from either an employment, occupa-
tional pension, a Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) payment, 
or a Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) payment.  Specific data relating 
to deductions from occupational pensions is not available as these payments are categorised 
on Revenue records as deriving from employment.  The overall numbers including the total 
amount collected each year from all DaS sources are set out in Table 2 below.

Table 2

Liability   Year Number of employees / 
occupational pensioners on 
DaS

Total Amount of Payments 

,000 m
2013 87 €14
2014 142 €55
2015 161 €53
2016 176 €57
2017 187 €60
2018 195 €61   (by year end)
Regarding Question 45678, I am advised by Revenue that payments made via Service Pro-

viders (An Post, Payzone and Omnivend) enables property owners to make either a single LPT 
payment or to pay on a phased basis over the year.  Single payments are due by the LPT dead-
line in January each year while phased payments can be made on a weekly or monthly basis to 
suit an individual’s circumstances.  The various service providers are commercial operations 
and levy transaction charges that are outside of Revenue’s control.  The amount of LPT collect-
ed each year via Service Providers since the commencement of LPT is set out in Table 3 below:

Table 3

Liability Year LPT Collected via Service Provider (m)
2013  €21
2014  €44 
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2015  €44
2016  €44
2017  €47
2018 To Date  €42
Finally, property owners who fail to comply with their LPT obligations, regardless of the 

payment methods selected, may be subject to a range of collection and enforcement options 
that are provided to Revenue under the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) 
including:

-  Mandatory deduction from employment income, occupational pension or certain Govern-
ment payments.

-  Referral of the outstanding debt to a Sheriff or Solicitor for collection.

-  Placing of an Attachment order on a bank account or 3rd   party debt owed to the default-
ing taxpayer.

-  A surcharge on Income Tax, Corporation Tax or Capital Gains Tax Returns.

-  Interest charges of 8% per annum applied from the due date to the date of the payment.

-  A charge on the property, which must be paid before any sale or transfer of ownership can 
take place.

-  Withholding of Tax Clearance certification.

-  Offset of any refunds due in other taxes to outstanding LPT/Household Charge liabilities.

06/11/2018WRJ01800Tax Code

06/11/2018WRJ01900215. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his views on the possibility of 
reintroducing tax-free shopping following Brexit. [45690/18]

06/11/2018WRJ02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Council Directive 2007/74/EC and 
Council Directive 2007/74/EC and the European Communities (Tax Exemption for Certain 
Non-Commercial Goods Imported in the Personal Luggage of Travellers from Third Countries) 
Regulations 2008 (Statutory Instrument 480 of 2008), provide the legislative basis for the ex-
emption from value added tax and excise duty on goods imported by persons travelling to and 
from outside of the EU.  The exemptions set out restrictions on the value of goods and quantita-
tive limits on excisable products.

Ireland has been clear that it wants the closest possible relationship between the EU and the 
UK, including on trade, in order to minimise the impact on our trade and economy.

While the framework of the future relationship is being discussed with a view to agreeing 
a Political Declaration alongside the Withdrawal Agreement, detailed negotiations on the exact 
nature of the future relationship cannot begin until after the UK formally ceases to be an EU 
Member State on 29 March 2019.  A transition period is being agreed within the context of 
the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, in order to allow additional time for the EU and the UK to 
finalise the details of the future relationship.

Taxation and level playing field issues will form part of the future relationship discussions. 
It is therefore too early to speculate on the detail of a future relationship whilst negotiations are 
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ongoing.

06/11/2018WRJ02100Tax Code

06/11/2018WRJ02200216. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to make changes to the 
single parent tax credit; if he will consider putting in place an amendment to the rules by which 
both parents deemed to be providing substantial care to a child can be in receipt of this tax 
credit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45764/18]

06/11/2018WRJ02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Single Person Child Carer Credit 
(SPCCC) of €1,650 per annum is given where a person has a “qualifying child” resident with 
him or her for the whole or greater part of the year of assessment and the other conditions of the 
relief are also satisfied. 

Only one credit is available is respect of any qualifying child, and an individual who is a 
primary claimant in respect of more than one qualifying child can only receive one credit.  

Agreement as to who will be the primary carer of a child is a matter for the parents or guard-
ians.  Where the custody of a child is shared equally between two individuals, the legislation 
provides that the primary claimant shall be the person in receipt of the child benefit payment 
from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.

In circumstances where the primary carer cannot utilise the credit – for example, because 
of insufficient taxable income - the primary carer may relinquish the credit and a secondary 
claimant may claim it.  The requirement for a primary claimant to relinquish the credit before 
a claim from a secondary claimant can be considered is necessary, as only one credit is avail-
able in respect of a qualifying child or children and depending on individual circumstances, an 
individual might wish to retain the credit in order to offset any tax liability that might arise as a 
result of a review of their income tax liabilities in any of the years concerned.

On the question of whether there are any plans to amend the current rules of the SPCCC, I 
appreciate that it may not always be a straightforward determination between parents or guard-
ians, but there are no firm plans at present.  That said, on foot of engagement with the Irish Hu-
man Rights and Equality Commission in 2018, I have asked my officials to look at this measure 
in 2019 and in that context, any proposals for how to better allocate the tax credit are always 
welcome. 

In the meantime, I am satisfied that the SPCCC is targeting limited resources to where they 
are most needed, noting that in 2016 the credit costs €90.3m and was claimed by 65,700 fami-
lies.

06/11/2018WRJ02400Official Development Assistance

06/11/2018WRJ02500217. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance the amount which will be spent 
on official development assistance in 2018; the recipients of this ODA; and the amount each 
recipient will receive. [45771/18]

06/11/2018WRJ02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The table below relates to funding pro-
vided by my Department which is returned as Official Development Assistance (ODA).  As you 
will be aware Ireland, as a member of the Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC), must report, on an annual basis, 
a detailed statistical analysis of total Official Development Assistance (ODA).  This composite 
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return, which is co-ordinated by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, is usually pre-
pared in the first quarter of the subsequent year and accordingly the official figures for 2018 are 
not yet available. I have therefore included the figures for 2017 for my Department, the latest 
figures available, for the Deputy’s information.

Category Organisation Amount of ODA €m 
World Bank International Development 

Association (IDA) 
€24.57 

World Bank International Bank for Re-
construction and Develop-
ment (IBRD) 

€2.73 

Regional Development Bank Asian Development Fund 
(ADF) 

€3.40 

Regional Development Bank Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AIIB)* 

€3.85 

Total €34.55 
*The OECD Development Assistance Committee have decreed  that 85% of contributions 

to the AIIB are eligible to be recorded as ODA.  The figure shows the amount reckonable for 
ODA purpose out of an overall contribution of €4.54m.

06/11/2018WRJ02700Official Development Assistance

06/11/2018WRJ02800218. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Finance the amount the Revenue Commis-
sioners will spend on official development assistance in 2018; the recipients of this ODA; and 
the amount each recipient will receive. [45772/18]

06/11/2018WRJ02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, while it 
does not contribute financially to official development assistance, Revenue does regularly re-
spond to requests for its officers to provide direct technical assistance to tax authorities in both 
developing and developed countries.  

In the last number of years Revenue has organised workshops for visiting tax officials from 
Oman, Namibia, Moldova, Croatia, Lesotho, Swaziland, Kenya and Albania. In 2018 visiting 
delegations were from developed countries – Japan, Malaysia and Denmark – and these work-
ing visits addressed a variety of subject areas, including data management, debt management, 
training and digital services.

In 2018 Revenue provided speakers to participate in the Commonwealth Association of Tax 
Administration (CATA) Senior Leadership Programme.  CATA helps its 46 participating coun-
tries to develop effective tax administrations that promote sustained development and good 
governance. In 2018 also, Revenue officers provided training to tax officers from a wide variety 
of developing countries through the OECD’s Global Relations Programme.  These training 
sessions addressed international tax dispute resolution, negotiation of double tax agreements, 
and exchange of information between tax authorities.  The participants in these training courses 
were mainly tax auditors from African and Asian countries.

06/11/2018WRJ03000Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRJ03100219. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Finance his plans for a formal engage-
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ment with his Dutch counterpart; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45835/18]

06/11/2018WRJ03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I met my Dutch counterpart, Minister 
Wopke Hoekstra, in the margins of the Eurogroup and ECOFIN Council meetings in Brussels, 
on 6 November.  We both also attended a meeting of the Nordic-Baltic plus Ireland and The 
Netherlands group of Finance Ministers in Brussels on 5 November.

06/11/2018WRJ03300North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRJ03400220. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the alloca-
tion in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45897/18]

06/11/2018WRJ03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department does not have respon-
sibility for any North-South Bodies, and consequently, did not allocate funding to any of them 
in 2019. 

06/11/2018WRJ03600Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRJ03700221. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Finance the amount his Department 
has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigation and State inquiries as recom-
mended by the independent review mechanism and State tribunals; the number and name of 
these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45911/18]

06/11/2018WRJ03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am not the specified Minister in re-
spect of any Commissions of Investigation conducted during the course of 2018, nor am I di-
rectly responsible for any ongoing Tribunals of Inquiry.  Therefore I have not incurred any costs 
in carrying out any such Commissions of Investigation or State Inquiries during 2018. 

However, my Department has been asked to provide information to the Commission of In-
vestigation relating to IBRC and to the Commission of Investigation relating to NAMA. Some 
expenditure has arisen in responding to those requests for information.

06/11/2018WRJ03900Pensions Data

06/11/2018WRJ04000222. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the amount 
spent on an annual basis in public sector pensions to retired State employees; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44677/18]

06/11/2018WRJ04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have direct 
responsibility for Vote 12: Superannuation and Retired allowances which reflects the pension 
costs in respect of retired Civil Service employees only and therefore I can only reply on this 
basis.  

The total audited gross expenditure on Vote 12 in 2017 amounted to €535.5 million. 

This includes regular pension payments, lump sum costs, death gratuities etc.

06/11/2018WRJ04200Garda Stations
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06/11/2018WRJ04300223. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
building (details supplied) is owned by the Office of Public Works; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45286/18]

06/11/2018WRJ04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The former 
Garda Station on Mary Street, County Limerick is owned by the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform.

The Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, acting on behalf of the Department of Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform are currently in negotiations with Limerick City and County Coun-
cil regarding an exchange of lands for two State owned properties in Limerick.  One of the State 
owned properties is the former Garda Station on Mary Street, County Limerick.

06/11/2018WRJ04500Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRJ04600224. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount his Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigation and 
State inquiries as recommended by the independent review mechanism and State tribunals; the 
number and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44596/18]

06/11/2018WRJ04700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Depart-
ment has not had any expenditure in this regard in 2018.

06/11/2018WRJ04800State Properties Data

06/11/2018WRJ04900225. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the land 
under the remit of the OPW in County Meath; the location of same; the use to which the land is 
being put; the location of land that is vacant, not in use or being used for agricultural purposes; 
the land which has been made available to Meath County Council or other housing agencies 
for the purpose of house building; and the amount of this land that could be made available for 
housing in tabular form. [44613/18]

06/11/2018WRJ05000228. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
properties under the remit of the OPW in County Meath; the location of same; the use to which 
properties are being put; and the location of the properties that are vacant or not in use in tabular 
form. [44686/18]

06/11/2018WRJ05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 225 and 228 together.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) manages a diverse property portfolio on behalf of the 
State, primarily ranging from office accommodation, Garda stations, heritage properties and 
visitors centres.  As part of an internal system of information sharing, the OPW highlights all 
properties, including land, that it considers surplus to its requirements to other State bodies. 
Information on such surplus properties is available to Meath County Council. 

As a matter of policy, no property is disposed of on the open market until other State bodies 
or the local authority sector, including Meath County Council, are advised of its availability.  
If the local authority express an interest then there is a protocol for the transfer of that land 
or property at a value set independently by the Valuation Office.  While the OPW and Meath 
County Council are in discussions relating to two properties, there is no land transfer proposed 
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for the specific purpose of house building at present. 

In relation to properties in County Meath, the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, 
(CPW), own a number of heritage properties with large land banks throughout the county such 
as Trim Castle, Newgrange, the Hill of Tara, and the Oldbridge Estate, which are open to the 
public.  The following table lists the information requested by the Deputy.

OPW Properties in County Meath

Location Name Occupation Status
Ashbourne Ashbourne GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Athboy Athboy GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Ballivor Ballivor GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Clonee 17 & 18 Bracetown 

Business Park
Department of Culture Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht 

Leased

Duleek Duleek GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Duleek Duleek Nanny River 

Pump Site
OPW Owned

Dunboyne Dunboyne GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Dunshaughlin Dubshaughlin GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Enfield Enfield GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Enfield Enfield Former ESB 

Site
Vacant (Discussions with Meath 
County Council)

Owned

Grange Grange EU Office The European Commission, 
Food and Veterinary Office

Owned

Kells Kells CWS Community Welfare Service Leased
Kells Kells GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Kells Kells SWO Department of Social Protection Leased
Laytown Laytown GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Longwood Longwood GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Navan Abbey Mall Revenue CommissionersThe 

Property Regulator
Leased

Navan Athlumney House Department of Justice Leased
Navan Navan GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Navan Navan Government 

Offices Kells Road
Vacant (Discussions with Meath 
County Council)

Owned

Navan Navan Government 
Offices Kilcairn

Agriculture Food & The Marine-
Culture, Heritage & the Gael-
tachtEducation & SkillsNational 
Education Welfare BoardNation-
al Council for Special Educa-
tionThe Probation ServiceTrans-
port, Tourism & Sport

Owned

Navan Navan SWO Department of Social Protection Leased
Navan Newgrange Visitor Centre/National Monu-

ment
Owned

Nobber Nobber GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Oldbridge Oldbridge Estate Visitor Centre/Historic Property Owned



Questions - Written Answers

104

Location Name Occupation Status
Oldcastle Oldcastle GS An Garda Síochána Leased
Slane Slane GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Stirrupstown Stirrupstown Former 

RIC Barracks Site
Leased to tenant. 18 years left to 
run on lease.

Owned

Summerhill Summerhill GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Tara Hill of Tara Church National Monument Owned
Trim Trim Boyne CDS 

HQ
OPW Office Owned

Trim Trim GS An Garda Síochána Owned
Trim Trim NCSE Education & Skills Leased
Trim Trim OPW HQ OPW Office Owned
Trim 2 Forts Heritage Site Owned
Ardmulchan Ardmulchan Passage 

Grave
Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Reask Athcarne White 

Cross
Heritage Site Owned

Athlumney Athlumney Castle Heritage Site Guardian-
ship

Carrickdexter Baronstown Cross Heritage Site Owned
Ninch Barrow Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Bective Bective Abbey –

NDP
Heritage Site Owned

Ardsallagh Cannistown/Ardsal-
lagh Church

Heritage Site Owned

Athcarne Castle Heritage Site Owned
Donore Castle Heritage Site Owned
Dumoe Castle Heritage Site Owned
Robertstown Castle Heritage Site Owned
Castlekeeran Chapel Cross Heritage Site Owned
Skreen Church, 2 Crosses Heritage Site Owned
Cruicetown Church Cross Heritage Site Owned
Rathmore Church, Cross and 

Base
Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Donaghmore Church Round 

Tower
Heritage Site Owned

Balrath Cross Heritage Site Guardian-
ship

Danestown Danestown Heritage Site Owned
Dowth Dowth Tumuli Heritage Site Owned
Duleek Duleek Cross Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Duleek Duleek Priory 

Church
Heritage Site Owned

Dunshaughlin Dunshaughlin Medi-
eval Church

Heritage Site Guardian-
ship
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Location Name Occupation Status
Hoards Town Earthworks (Slieve 

Breagh)
Heritage Site Owned

Loughbracken Fort Heritage Site Owned
Slane Friary Heritage Site Owned
Knowth Habitation Complex Heritage Site Owned
Castleboy Hill of Tara Heritage Site Owned
Castleboy/Cas-
tletown Tara

Hill of Tara Earth-
works

Heritage Site Owned

Wardstown Hill of Ward Earth-
works

Heritage Site Guardian-
ship

Kells Kells Round Tower Heritage Site Owned
Kileen Kileen Church Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Knowth Knowth Passage 

Grave
Heritage Site Owned

Corstown Loughcrew Heritage Site Owned
Gaulstown Mound Heritage Site Owned
Trim Nangle Castle Heritage Site Owned
Trim Newtown Trim Ca-

thedral
Heritage Site Owned

Fourknocks Passage Grave Heritage Site Guardian-
ship

Odder Rathmaeve, Tara Hill Heritage Site Owned
Ardmulchan Ringfort Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Realtoge Ringfort Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Robertstown Ringfort Heritage Site Owned
Sarsfieldtown Sarsfieldtown Cross Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Duleek St. Cianan’s Church Heritage Site Owned
Calliaghstown St. Colmcille’s Well Heritage Site Guardian-

ship
Trim St. John’s Priory Heritage Site Owned
Kells St. Columb’s House Heritage Site Owned
Dunsany St. Nicholas’ Church Heritage Site Owned
Trim Trim Castle Heritage Site Owned
Trim Trim Schedule Heritage Site Owned
Trim Trim Town Wall Heritage Site Owned
Dowth Tumulus Heritage Site Owned 
Knowth Tumulus Heritage Site Owned

OPW Land in County Meath
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Location Name Occupation Acreage
Slane Dowth Agricultural Grazing 

Licence
15 Acres

Oldcastle Loughcrew Agricultural Grazing 
Licence

49 Acres

Donore Knowth Agricultural Grazing 
Licence

29 Acres

Donore Knowth Agricultural Grazing 
Licence

30 Acres

Slane Mountfortescue Agricultural Grazing 
Licence

40 Acres

Skreen Tara Agricultural Grazing 
Licence

100 Acres

Donore Brú na Bóinne Agricultural Grazing 
Licence

2.8 Acres

Oldbridge Oldbridge Estate Grazing Licence 211.10 Acres
Oldbridge Oldbridge Estate Grazing Licence 45 Acres

06/11/2018WRJ05200Legislative Measures

06/11/2018WRJ05300226. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the esti-
mated cost of completely unwinding FEMPI measures by 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024, respec-
tively. [44674/18]

06/11/2018WRJ05400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the 
Deputy to my reply PQ 35053/18 on the 24th of July 2018.

06/11/2018WRJ05500Legislative Measures

06/11/2018WRJ05600227. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position on the unwinding of FEMPI cuts to public service pensioners; his plans in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44685/18]

06/11/2018WRJ05700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Finan-
cial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2010 (as amended) imposed a reduction on 
public service pensions (the PSPR) which exceed specified values; pensions below those values 
are exempt from PSPR. 

The PSPR imposition on affected pensioners has been considerably eased, and will be fur-
ther eased, by legislative changes in recent years, which have already had the following benefi-
cial effects on pension income:

-  many pensions previously reduced by PSPR are now paid without any such reduction;

-  pensions which continue to be affected by PSPR in 2018 are higher than they were (or 
would have been) at the “peak” PSPR reduction rates which applied up to end-2015

This substantial easing of the PSPR burden on pensioners is due to changes contained in 
two laws:

(i)  The Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2015 set out a three-stage 
partial reversal of PSPR, with changes applying on 1 January in each of the years 2016, 2017 
and 2018.
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(ii) The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 put in place a further partial reversal 
of PSPR, with changes due on 1 January 2019 and 1 January 2020.  This Act also requires the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to make an order, no later than 31 December 2020, 
setting a date for the complete elimination of PSPR from all public service pensions.

Detailed tables of the PSPR rates applying in 2018, 2019 and from 2020 as a result of these 
legislated changes are in Appendix 3 of D/PER Circular 02/2018. The following points con-
cerning PSPR liability on public service pensions are covered in those tables.  For those who 
retired before February 2012

-  At present (2018), pensions with values up to at least €34,132 are free of PSPR.  

-  Throughout 2019, pensions with values up to at least €39,000 will be free of PSPR.

-  From 1 January 2020, pensions with values up to at least €54,000 will be free of PSPR.

Those who retired after February 2012 or are yet to retire are entitled to a higher exemption 
threshold which is €60,000.

  Question No. 228 answered with Question No. 225.

06/11/2018WRJ05900Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRJ06000229. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he, his departmental officials and or his ministerial predecessors have met companies and an 
organisation (details supplied) and-or representatives of same in the past three years to date; if 
so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44781/18]

06/11/2018WRJ06100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have not 
had any meetings with the organisations in question.

The Office of the Government Chief Information Officer, which is a Division of my Depart-
ment, has not met with the Irish Infrastructure Fund.  Officials from the OGCIO did meet enet 
on nine occasions during that time to discuss network operational issues.  This was because 
OGCIO is responsible for Government Networks and enet is one of the contractors for the de-
livery of same.  OGCIO routinely meet all providers of operational services impacting Govern-
ment Networks.

OGCIO have also had three technical telephone conversations with enet to discuss how their 
proposed National Broadband solution might interface with Government Networks.  This is in 
line with good procurement practice that at pre-defined procurement stages, potential suppliers 
can be given the opportunity to resolve possible uncertainties around their solution. 

Finally, OGCIO met enet and one of their partners on two occasions, to discuss outline plans 
for the State Data Centre solution.  This is standard procedure and several other suppliers have 
had similar meetings with OGCIO on this issue.

06/11/2018WRJ06200Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRJ06300230. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each 
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of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44864/18]

06/11/2018WRJ06400231. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44882/18]

06/11/2018WRJ06500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 230 and 231 together.

In response to the Deputy’s questions, the table below details the consultations undertaken 
by my Department since its establishment in 2011:

Year Title of Consultation
2011 Regulation of Lobbying Bill

Comprehensive Review of Expenditure
2012 None
2013 Review of Public Works Contracts
2014 Comprehensive Review of Expenditure

Transposition of the EU Public Procurement Directives
Open Government Partnership: Consultation with Civil Soci-
ety Representatives and Citizens on Ireland’s Participation in 
the Open Government Partnership
Consultation process on the development of a foundation 
document for an Open Data Strategy 
Statute Law Revision Bill
Data Sharing and Governance policy paper
Civil Service Accountability Consultation Process

2015 Government Contracts Committee on Construction Informa-
tion Sessions on the forthcoming amendments to the Public 
Works Contracts (held in 5 locations nationwide).
Draft Consultation Principles / Guidance for Public Consulta-
tion
Commissioning for Better Outcomes
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme
Guidance for Public Bodies on the Protected Disclosures Act 
2014
Draft Corporate Governance Standards for central Govern-
ment Departments
Statute Law Revision Bill
Consultation on Open Data Licencing
General Scheme of Public Sector Standards Bill

2016 Open Government Partnership - four consultations on (i) 
Ireland’s Open Government Partnership National Action Plan 
2014-2016: End-term Self-Assessment Report; (ii) Open Gov-
ernment Partnership Ireland: Have Your Say - 2016-2018; (iii) 
Ireland’s Draft Open Government Partnership National Ac-
tion Plan 2016-2018; and (iv) Open Government Partnership 
National Action Plan 2016-2018: Implementation Review
Review of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015
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Year Title of Consultation
The Role and Methodology of the Public Service Pay Com-
mission

2017 Mid-Term Review of the Capital Plan - Consultative Forum
Open Government Partnership National Action Plan 2016-
2018: Implementation Review
Employer-Exchequer Investment Mechanism to fund Higher 
and Further Education (Joint DPER / DES Consultation and 
Meeting)
Adoption of Building Information Modelling (BIM) on public 
works projects
Our Public Service 2020
Draft National Open Data Strategy 2017-2022
Review of the Protected Disclosures Act 2014

2018 Dialogue on Effective Prevention and Early Intervention Ap-
proaches in Human Services
Public Consultation on the European Directive 2014/55/EU 
on electronic invoicing in public procurement
Public Consultation on Considering Cloud Services

With regard to the location of the submissions received, information pertinent to these con-
sultations is stored and retained on the Department’s files, in line with its Records Management 
Guidelines.

06/11/2018WRK00300Public Procurement Regulations

06/11/2018WRK00400232. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
position with regard to the exclusion of a company (details supplied) from bidding for State 
contracts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44972/18]

06/11/2018WRK00500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Public Pro-
curement is governed by EU and National rules. The aim of these rules is to promote an open, 
competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers transparency 
and value for money outcomes.  

As Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform I have responsibility for the formulation of 
policy, dissemination of best practice and guidance in public procurement.  I am not in a posi-
tion to comment on the exclusion of a particular business from bidding for a public contract as 
it will depend on the circumstances of the business and the criteria that have been established 
for a particular procurement.

Public procurement regulations require applicants to meet certain standards when applying 
for public contracts.  The criterion upon which contracting authorities may exclude applicants 
from the award procedure of public contracts is set out in Regulation 57 of S.I. No. 284 of 
2016 - European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 – transposing 
Article 57 of Directive 2014/24/EU – the EU Procurement Directive.

The grounds for exclusion essentially fall into two categories; those that are mandatory and 
are applied to all procurements and those that the contracting authority chooses to apply to a 
particular procurement.  The Directive sets minimum periods for exclusion for the different 
categories and also specifies circumstances where a tenderer may satisfy a contracting authority 
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that they have put measures in place that demonstrate their reliability despite the existence of a 
relevant ground for exclusion. 

There is no provision in the Directive to exclude a business from all procurement proce-
dures.  The assessment as to whether a business is excluded or not is made on a case by case 
basis for each competition. 

Applicants for public contracts must declare whether any of the exclusion grounds specified 
in the procurement documents apply to them. A formal final judgement in respect of a manda-
tory exclusion ground is necessary before a contracting authority can legitimately take any ac-
tion against a potential supplier.  Where voluntary exclusion grounds are concerned evidence 
of a specific breach is necessary.

The contracting authority must consider the facts and must arrive at a decision based on 
evidence rather than hearsay or dissatisfaction.  In applying voluntary exclusion grounds, con-
tracting authorities should pay particular attention to the principle of proportionality in its de-
liberations before deciding whether to exclude or include an applicant.

06/11/2018WRK00600Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRK00700233. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or 
renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which 
it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since con-
struction; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45205/18]

06/11/2018WRK00800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response 
to the Deputy’s question, I can confirm that the only work carried out within my Department’s 
remit by the company in question is for the Office of Public Works (OPW) as set out below.

This company was contracted by the OPW on two projects.  The first contractual payments 
for these projects were:

- Phoenix Park Gate Lodge, Garda HQ, Dublin 8 - December 2006; and

- Swords Garda Station, Co Dublin - September 2007.

The OPW advise that there are no records of fire safety inspections carried out on these 
buildings since completion of these works and that the OPW Fire and Safety Unit are prioritis-
ing fire surveys of these buildings.

06/11/2018WRK00900Departmental Reports

06/11/2018WRK01000234. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 60 of 24 October 2018, when the detailed action plan on Ross-
lare Europort’s requirements in advance of Brexit is due for publication and or finalisation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45308/18]

06/11/2018WRK01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Office of 
Public Works, in consultation with the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of Agrilcul-
ture, Food and the Marine, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, the Department of 
Health, and the Health Service Executive, has completed the initial scoping exercise to ascer-
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tain the requirements for all the State bodies in Rosslare Harbour.  

The detailed action plan is being worked on by a large team of professional and technical 
staff in consultation with the Port Authority.  The process of identifying suitable lands, as well 
as the designing and detailing of the proposed facility, is ongoing.

06/11/2018WRK01200State Properties

06/11/2018WRK01300235. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
building (details supplied) is owned by the Office of Public Works; if not, the person or body 
that owns the building; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45310/18]

06/11/2018WRK01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Creagh Lane 
School formerly Gaelscoil Sairséal Bridge Street, County Limerick is not in the ownership of 
The Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland. 

 The property appears to be in private ownership.

06/11/2018WRK01500Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRK01600236. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his Depart-
ment has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45463/18]

06/11/2018WRK01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It was not 
possible for my Department to provide the information sought in the time available and, there-
fore, I will make arrangements to provide the information in line with Standing Orders. 

06/11/2018WRK01800Legislative Process

06/11/2018WRK01900237. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
timeframe for the legislation to pass in Dáil Éireann regarding the compulsory retirement age 
for public servants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45475/18]

06/11/2018WRK02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Public 
Service Superannuation (Age of Retirement) Bill 2018, which was published on 9 July, pro-
vides for an increase in the compulsory retirement age to 70, for the majority of public servants 
recruited prior to 1 April 2004.  The Bill passed all stages in the Seanad on 17 July.  It com-
menced Second Stage in the Dail on the 25th of October and is scheduled to resume Second 
Stage this week (w/c 5 November).  Ultimately scheduling of time for the enactment of Legisla-
tion is a matter for the Oireachtas itself through the Business Committee, but my intention is to 
ensure enactment as soon as possible in the current term.

06/11/2018WRK02100Departmental Expenditure

06/11/2018WRK02200238. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the share of public expenditure allocated to voted health expenditure in each year since 2010, 
in tabular form. [45709/18]
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06/11/2018WRK02300239. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the details of public expenditure on health as a share of gross domestic product in each year 
since 2010, in tabular form. [45710/18]

06/11/2018WRK02400240. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the details of public expenditure on health as a share of gross national income in each year since 
2010, in tabular form. [45711/18]

06/11/2018WRK02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 238 to 240, inclusive, together.

The following table contains the  information requested for the following 3 PQ’s. 45710/18  
45709/18  45711/18.

 Year Gross 
Health  
Expendi-
ture (000) 

Gross 
Public 
Expen-
diture 
(000)

Health Spend 
as % of 
Gross Expen-
diture

GDP 
(000)

 Health 
Spend 
as % of 
GDP

GNI 
(000)

Health 
Spend as 
% of GNI

2010 €14,800 €60,563 24% €167,721 9% €140,529 11%
2011 €14,188 €57,362 25% €171,140 8% €138,811 10%
2012 €14,232 €55,958 25% €175,216 8% €141,261 10%
2013 €14,092 €54,373 26% €179,922 8% €15,184 9%
2014 €13,738 €54,098 25% €195,293 7% €164,929 8%
2015 €13,341 €54,594 24% €262,466 5% €201,667 7%
2016 €14,107 €55,987 25% €273,238 5% €223,150 6%
2017 €14,798 €58,525 25% €294,110 5% €234,221 6%
2018 €15,977 €62,809 25% €321,575 5% €253,117 6%
*The outurn for 2010 and 2011 includes expenditure related to the children and youth affairs 

services which transferred  in 2012 to the new Department of Children and Youth Affairs. The 
gross expenditure for this Department was €422m in 2012. 

** 2015 expenditure does not include approx €1bn in Appropriations in Aid which ceased to 
be on the Vote after the HSE Act 2014 disestablished the HSE Vote in 2015.

06/11/2018WRK02800Tender Process

06/11/2018WRK02900241. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if ten-
ders have been invited from the shortlist of main building contractors for the new State foren-
sics laboratory at Backweston, Celbridge, County Kildare; if so, the closing date for receipt of 
tenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45732/18]

06/11/2018WRK03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The delivery 
of the new Forensic Science Laboratory at the Backweston campus is being managed by the 
Office of Public Works (OPW). 

The Deputy should be aware that enabling works for Forensic Science Ireland that com-
menced in October 2017, have now been completed.

However, due to recent changes in international forensic laboratory standards, the merging 
of the Garda Technical Bureau with Forensic Science Ireland and changes to staff numbers, it 
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was necessary to add further material to the tender documentation. Forensic Science Ireland 
(FSI) and the OPW design team are currently examining the issues involved which relate pri-
marily to laboratory interior finishes and mechanical and electrical adjustments.

Once this examination has been completed, the OPW will review all tender documentation 
and intends to re-issue a complete set of documents in Q4 2018. As this process is still ongoing 
it is not possible at this stage to give exact timeframes for the procurement process for contrac-
tors.  When the construction contract for the main building is placed, the estimated construction 
period is 24 months followed by a validation and test period prior to occupation.

06/11/2018WRK03100North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRK03200242. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45901/18]

06/11/2018WRK03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform I have joint responsibility for the Special EU Programmes 
Body (SEUPB), along with the Minister for Finance in Northern Ireland.  As one of the North 
South Implementation Bodies established under the Good Friday Agreement,  the Body is fund-
ed jointly by my Department and the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland.  

While the absence of an Executive in Northern Ireland has meant that it has not been possi-
ble for Ministers to meet under the auspices of the North South Ministerial Council, the SEUPB 
continues to fulfil its responsibilities for managing the EU-funded PEACE and INTERREG 
programmes, with more than 80% of programme expenditure committed.  Its allocation from 
my Department for 2019 will be set out in the Revised Estimates Volume.

06/11/2018WRK03400Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRK03500243. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the ASD unit in 
a school (details supplied) will open in September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44842/18]

06/11/2018WRK03600278. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the ASD unit in 
a school (details supplied) will open in September 2019; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44840/18]

06/11/2018WRK03700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 243 and 278 together.

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that funding was approved last July to enable the school 
in question to build a mainstream classroom with en-suite toilets, a separate assisted users toilet, 
three SET rooms and two ASD classroom units. 

The project has been devolved for delivery to the school authority.  This means that it is 
a matter for the school authority to advance the project through the design and construction 
phases with its Design Team.  As this project is being delivered by the school, my Department 
is not in a position to say when it will be completed.

06/11/2018WRK03800School Transport Provision
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06/11/2018WRK03900244. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a rural bus service 
provided by Bus Éireann continues and will continue to serve a school (details supplied) and its 
environs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44932/18]

06/11/2018WRK04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and 
are attending their nearest school. 

Bus Éireann has advised that there is a school transport service operating into the school in 
question for the 2018/19 school year.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

06/11/2018WRK04100Ministerial School Visits

06/11/2018WRK04200245. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report 
on his visit to a school in Tyrrelstown recently. [45881/18]

06/11/2018WRK04300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The structural assessment car-
ried out on the schools in Tyrrelstown identified a number of issues with the buildings. While no 
imminent danger was identified it was decided that the schools should be closed with immediate 
effect as a precautionary measure.  

The schools are being enabled to reopen, initially at ground floor level only, following 
theimplementation of both internal and external precautionary measures.  Work is continuing 
over the course of today and tomorrow to address a number of outstanding operational issues 
and all parties are working towards the reopening of the schools later in the week.    

My visit to the schools in Tyrrellstown provided an opportunity to gain an understanding 
of the concerns of the school community and to assure the school authority that the safety of 
school students and staff was, and will continue to be, the Department’s overriding priority dur-
ing this process. 

Furthermore, I was able to assure the school authority that every effort was being made dur-
ing this challenging period to minimise disruption to students, staff and families.

06/11/2018WRK04400Home School Community Liaison Scheme

06/11/2018WRK04500246. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the importance of home school liaison officers in schools when children have 
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special needs; and his plans for same. [44625/18]

06/11/2018WRK04600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy is aware a key 
priority for this Government is ensuring that children with special educational needs are sup-
ported and given the opportunity to reach their full potential. 

This Government has significantly increased investment in special education in recent 
years. Funding for special education provision in 2018 will amount to some €1.75 billion, up 
43% since 2011 and equivalent to 18.7% of the gross overall current allocation for education 
and training. Budget 2019 announced the funding of 950 additional SNA posts and 372 teach-
ing posts to cater for the growth in student population and additional special classes.  

The Deputy will also be aware that the Home School Community Liaison (HSCL) Scheme 
is a school-based intervention provided to DEIS schools to address the needs of all pupils/
families at risk of educational disadvantage through acknowledging and developing the role of 
the parent as prime educator. The role of the HSCL Coordinator is to work primarily with the 
salient adults in the child’s life, in order to empower them, so that they can better support their 
children to attend school, participate in education and develop positive attitudes to life-long 
learning. Central to the HSCL initiative, is the identification of educational needs and the provi-
sion of a tailored and proportionate response to those needs, through a range of interventions, 
which are evidence-based, focused and structured. 

The scheme is delivered by 416 full-time HSCL Coordinators who are teachers in these 
schools and assigned to HSCL duties either in individual schools or clusters of schools, cater-
ing for approximately 156,000 pupils.   The current cost of this provision to my Department is 
€25 million. For DEIS schools included in the HSCL Scheme, it is a requirement that at least 
10% of the annual DEIS Grant to each school should be allocated for use on HSCL activities 
and made available to the HSCL Coordinator.  The total allocation for the DEIS grant from my 
Department is approximately €16 million.  While the HSCL scheme is funded by my Depart-
ment, Tusla the Child and Family Agency, which is the dedicated state agency responsible for 
improving wellbeing and outcomes for children has responsibility for the management of the 
HSCL Scheme.

My Department has no plans at present to extend this Scheme beyond DEIS Schools.  

06/11/2018WRK04700Schools Data

06/11/2018WRK04800247. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
students attending primary and secondary schools in counties Sligo and Leitrim; the number of 
primary and secondary schools open in the counties; the number of full-time teachers employed 
to work in primary and secondary schools in the counties; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44635/18]

06/11/2018WRK04900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The information requested by 
the Deputy is available in the following table. The figures given are for the 2017/2018 academic 
year, the latest available.

The numbers given for teaching staff are the full time equivalent posts allocated to schools 
in Sligo and Leitrim. The recruitment and appointment of teachers to fill teaching posts is a 
matter for the individual school authority, subject to procedures agreed under Section 24(3) of 
the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Education (Amendment) Act 2012).  The deploy-
ment of teaching staff in the school, the range of subjects offered and ultimately the quality of 
teaching and learning are in the first instance a matter for the school management authorities.
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County Descrip-
tion

School Type Enrolment at 
30th September 
2017

Count School Total teaching 
posts allocated 
(whole time 
equivalent)

Leitrim Primary 3,727 37 225
Sligo Primary 7,554 67 464
Leitrim Post Primary 2,524 7 202.4
Sligo Post Primary 4,938 13 345.7

06/11/2018WRK05000Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRK05100248. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position in 
relation to a school (details supplied); when it is expected that it will move to the next phase; 
his views on the current physical condition of the school; his further views on whether it should 
be a priority case for development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44639/18]

06/11/2018WRK05200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The current status of the major 
building project referred to by the Deputy is that the project brief has been finalised.  It is envis-
aged that this project will be progressed under the new ADAPT 2019-2021 programme.  

ADAPT is an accelerated programme which uses a professional external Project Manager 
to coordinate and drive the respective design teams on each project.

06/11/2018WRK05300Student Universal Support Ireland Administration

06/11/2018WRK05400249. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the redress offered 
when a parent may take part-time work even though ultimately the total income from that work 
and social welfare payments remains below the threshold but the necessary 391 day continuous 
qualifying period is broken in view of the significant monetary impact of special rate student 
grant for a qualifying student; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44642/18]

06/11/2018WRK05500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The decision on eligibility for 
a student grant is a matter for SUSI to determine. In assessing an application for the 2018/19 
academic year, SUSI will have regard to the following qualifying criteria for the special rate of 
maintenance grant: 1. The student must qualify for the standard rate of grant; 2. Total reckon-
able income, after income disregards and Child Dependant Increase(s) are excluded, must  not 
exceed €23,500; 3. As at 31st of December 2017, the reckonable income must include one of 
the eligible long-term social welfare payments prescribed in the Student Grant Scheme.

The report of the Action Group on Access to Third Level Education made detailed recom-
mendations concerning the introduction of special rates of maintenance grants for disadvan-
taged students. 

The target group of “those most in need” was defined in terms of the dependants of people 
receiving long-term welfare payments, where the necessary conditions are fulfilled.  

In general terms Jobseekers Allowance is considered to be a short-term payment unless it 
is held for 391 consecutive days at the 31st December 2017. The Scheme makes provision for 
combining periods of Jobseeker’s Allowance, Jobseeker’s Benefit and other eligible payments 
for the purposes of meeting 391 days as determined by the Department of Social Protection. 
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Families on low incomes may wish to enquire with the Department of Social Protection as 
to their eligibility for the Working Family Payment/Family Income Supplement (FIS). FIS is an 
eligible payment for the purposes of the Special Rate of Maintenance Grant.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board within the required timeframe.

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and com-
passionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to 
their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are available from the Access Office in the 
institution attended.

06/11/2018WRK05600Education and Training Boards Staff

06/11/2018WRK05700250. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Education and Skills the entitle-
ments that will arise for temporary day instructors that are employed by ETBs and are paying 
pension related deductions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44645/18]

06/11/2018WRK05800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
I cannot comment on the entitlements that will arise for the cohort of instructors referred to by 
the Deputy; the relevant ETB, as their employer, should be in a position to provide such infor-
mation.

However the general criteria for being liable for pension related deductions may be of inter-
est in this context as they are that: 

One is a public servant and – 

(a) Is a member of a public service pension scheme (defined in section 1 of the FEMPI Act 
2009) or 

(b) Is entitled to a benefit under such a scheme or 

(c) Receives a payment in lieu of membership in such a scheme. 

06/11/2018WRK05900Education and Training Boards Expenditure

06/11/2018WRK06000251. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills his Depart-
ment’s expenditure on legal fees in each of the 16 ETBs in each of the years 2013 to 2017 and 
to date in 2018, by case name and record number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44660/18]

06/11/2018WRK06100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Education and Training 
Boards (ETBs) are separate legal entities provided for under the Education and Training Board 
Act 2013. Each ETB is responsible for legal matters, including legal costs arising in that ETB. 
Legal costs are managed directly by ETBs from within financial allocations available to them. 

Accordingly my Department is not directly involved in expenditure on legal fees in ETBs 
and does not collect information by case and record number.  
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06/11/2018WRK06200Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRK06300252. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
paid by his Department on consultancy services from 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018; the 
details of these payments; the companies and or persons that received payments; the amount 
received by each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44661/18]

06/11/2018WRK06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Details of consultancy pay-
ments made by my Department for the years 2013 to 2017 inclusive are available on the De-
partment’s website www.education.ie/en/Publications/Corporate-Reports/Financial-Reports/
Expenditure-on-Consultancy. Information in relation to consultancy expenditure is compiled 
annually in respect of theprevious year. The data in respect of 2018 will not be available until 
early 2019.

It is the policy of my Department to minimise to the greatest extent possible the use of ex-
ternal consultancy, however external consultants are hired occasionally in circumstances where 
particular expertise is not available internally and where it is deemed to add value to the overall 
work of the Department.  My Department continues to monitor proposals to engage external 
consultants to ensure value for money.

06/11/2018WRK06500Departmental Expenditure

06/11/2018WRK06600253. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount 
paid to retired education inspectors from 2013 to 2018; the details of these payments; the per-
sons that received payments; the amount received by each; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44662/18]

06/11/2018WRK06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Details of the total amounts 
paid to retired Department inspectors for the years 2013-2017 inclusive are set out in the table 
below having regard to data protection legislation. Information in relation to these engagements 
is compiled annually in respect of the previous year. The data in respect of 2018 will be avail-
able in early 2019.

The retired inspectors were engaged to perform a variety of tasks including facilitation in 
appeals processes, and chairing and participation in appeals hearings.

YEAR  Number Of Inspectors Total Amount Paid
2013 19 €76,170.48
2014 10 €58,092.50
2015 14 €95,493.04
2016 18 €103,230.66
2017 18 €126,629.60

06/11/2018WRK06800School Staff

06/11/2018WRK06900254. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of secondary school teaching staff placed on administrative leave from 2013 to 2017 and to date 
in 2018; the duration of each administrative leave; the costs incurred to facilitate the placing 
of teachers on administrative leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44663/18]
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06/11/2018WRK07000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Administrative Leave is a 
temporary leave of absence, with pay, which may be granted where it is necessary for a teacher 
to be absented from work in order to carry out an investigation.  It may only be granted in 
limited situations where the continued presence of a teacher has the potential to present an on-
going risk such as situations concerning child protection, serious misconduct or fraud. The cost 
of the substitute teacher is borne by my Department.

Thirteen Post Primary  teachers were placed on Administrative Leave from 2013 to 2017 
and two teachers in 2018 to date.

Please see attachment for details regarding duration of each case and substitution costs.  

Each case and its duration is set out in the following table:  

Year placed Case Duration Status
2013 Teacher A 679 days completed 

Teacher B 511 days completed
Teacher C 14 days completed
Teacher D 313 days completed
Teacher E 229 days completed
Teacher F 579 days completed

2014 Nil n/a n/a
2015 Teacher G 228 days completed

Teacher H 716 days completed
Teacher I 110 days completed

2016 Teacher J 40 days completed
Teacher K 14 days completed

2017 Teacher L 93 days completed
Teacher M 381 days ongoing

2018 Teacher N 205 days ongoing
Teacher O 65 days ongoing

Total 15 4177
* The substitution costs below are estimated on the basis of the “new entrant” casual daily 

rate of pay for substitute teachers multiplied by the number of working days they were em-
ployed to replace a teacher on administrative leave.

Year Estimated substitution costs*   
2013 €85,171
2014 €105,924
2015 €41,600
2016 €42,773
2017 €33,636
2018 €51,691 (to   26/10/18)
Figures for Post Primary teachers employed by Education and Training Boards (ETBs) and 

placed on administrative leave are not readily available in my Department and are not included 
in the above tables.

06/11/2018WRL00200School Transport Eligibility
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06/11/2018WRL00300255. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44675/18]

06/11/2018WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

The child referred to by the Deputy is eligible for school transport under the terms of my 
Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs.Bus Éire-
ann has been requested to organise an individual transport service for this child and I have re-
quested that they liaise directly with the family in this regard. In the meantime, the family may 
avail of the Special Transport Grant towards the cost of providing private transport until this 
service is established.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

06/11/2018WRL00500School Closures

06/11/2018WRL00600256. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the potential closure of a school (details supplied) in County Carlow due 
to lack of funding; and his plans to prevent this from occurring. [44680/18]

06/11/2018WRL00700260. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a school (details supplied); and if there are plans to close the school. [44718/18]

06/11/2018WRL00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 256 and 260 together.

I wish to advise the Deputies that my Department has not received any correspondence from 
the Patron of the school concerned relating to plans to close the school. 

I also wish to advise the Deputies that my Department is very aware of the importance of 
small schools to rural communities and particularly the most dispersed and remote communi-
ties.  To provide such communities with security about the future of their schools, a commit-
ment is contained in the Programme for a Partnership Government not to close any small school 
without the consent of parents.

I also wish to advise the Deputies that the decision making authority for a school closure 
belongs to the Patron of a school, and this is subject to the agreement of the Department. 

Any proposal to close a school must involve consultation with all of the relevant stakehold-
ers, parents, teachers, students and local communities and follow decisions taken at local level.

06/11/2018WRL00900Schools Data
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06/11/2018WRL01000257. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of financial settlements reached with staff in schools nationally in the past five years; and the 
cost of these settlements. [44681/18]

06/11/2018WRL01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The number of financial settle-
ments and the cost of these settlements, reached by the Department of Education and Skills with 
staff in schools over the past five years is included in the following table.

Year The number of financial 
settlements reached by the 
Department of Education 
and Skills in the last five 
years with staff in Schools.

The cost of these settle-
ments.

2014 0
2015 0
2016 3 €36,807.13
2017 0
2018 1 €1,218.50
Total 4 €38,025.63

06/11/2018WRL01200Schools Data

06/11/2018WRL01300258. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of financial settlements reached with students in schools nationally over the past five years; and 
the cost of these settlements. [44682/18]

06/11/2018WRL01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The number of financial settle-
ments and the cost of these settlements reached by the Department of Education & Skills with 
students in schools over the past five years  is included in the following table.

Year The number of financial 
settlements reached by the 
Department of Education & 
Skills in the last five years.

The Cost of these settle-
ments (Legal costs and Ex-
Gratia)

2014 4 €148,429.90
2015 8 €244,965.00
2016 Nil
2017 Nil
2018 2 €30,402.50
Total 14 €423,797.40

06/11/2018WRL01500Departmental Expenditure

06/11/2018WRL01600259. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of financial settlements reached by his Department nationally which included confidentiality 
clauses. [44683/18]

06/11/2018WRL01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The number of financial set-
tlements reached by the Department of Education and Skills which included confidentiality 
clauses in the last five years is included in the following table.
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Year The number of financial settlements reached 
by the Department of Education & Skills 
which included confidentiality clauses.

2014 1
2015 1
2016 3
2017 1
2018 2
Total 8

  Question No. 260 answered with Question No. 256.

06/11/2018WRL01900Schools Building Projects Applications

06/11/2018WRL02000261. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
address a matter regarding a new build for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44728/18]

06/11/2018WRL02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school in question submitted an application for major capital funding to my Depart-
ment.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Development Plan (NDP) provides for an €8.4 
billion investment in school buildings over the period 2018 to 2027 to deliver on NDP and Na-
tional Planning Framework objectives through addressing the twin priorities of catering for de-
mographics and ensuring a strengthened focus on refurbishment of existing school stock. This 
investment will result in an almost doubling of the capital budget for school buildings - €540m 
in 2018 rising to an annual average of circa. €1 billion in the second half of the NDP period.

The strengthened focus on refurbishment of existing school stock will have different strands 
including prefab replacement, PE hall and school laboratory build and modernisation pro-
grammes as well as the commencement and progression of a deep energy retrofit of primary 
and post-primary schools built prior to 2008.

The application from the school referred to by the Deputy remains available to be consid-
ered in this context.

06/11/2018WRL02200Schools Building Projects Applications

06/11/2018WRL02300262. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the Kildare and 
Wicklow Education and Training Board, KWETB, has received the pre-qualification report 
from the design team for a new build for a school (details supplied); if the report has been 
approved; when actual tenders will be invited for the construction project from the shortlist 
of contractors; the length of time the actual tender process will take; when a tenderer will be 
awarded the construction contract; the estimated construction timetable; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44731/18]

06/11/2018WRL02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): While my Department un-
derstands that the pre-qualification process for the project to which the Deputy refers is well 



6 November 2018

123

advanced, a pre-qualification report is still awaited in my Department.  This is expected shortly.  
Once this has been received and reviewed, my Department expects to be in a position to firm up 
approval for the  project to proceed to tender to the short listed contractors.   Until the prequali-
fication process has been finalised,  it is not possible to say when the tender process will be 
completed and when the contract will be awarded.

06/11/2018WRL02500School Accommodation Provision

06/11/2018WRL02600263. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a school 
(details supplied) will receive permanent accommodation. [44733/18]

06/11/2018WRL02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I understand that the school 
in question is located in a property provided by the patron. The Deputy will be aware that the 
immediate priority of my Department is providing 20,000 new and replacement school places 
each year, to ensure that every child has a school place. 

The National Development Plan (NDP) provides for an €8.4 billion investment in school 
buildings over the period 2018 to 2027 to deliver on NDP and National Planning Framework 
objectives through addressing the twin priorities of catering for demographics and ensuring a 
strengthened focus on refurbishment of existing school stock. This investment will result in an 
almost doubling of the capital budget for school buildings - €540m in 2018 rising to an annual 
average of circa. €1 billion in the second half of the NDP period.

The strengthened focus on refurbishment of existing school stock will have different strands 
including prefab replacement, PE hall and school laboratory build and modernisation pro-
grammes as well as the commencement and progression of a deep energy retrofit of primary 
and post-primary schools built prior to 2008.

06/11/2018WRL02800University Governance

06/11/2018WRL02900264. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if persons who hold 
adjunct professorships but not full professorships are entitled to use the appellation professor. 
[44742/18]

06/11/2018WRL03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A university will regularly 
host visiting academics from other higher education institutions contributing to the university’s 
teaching, research and professional activities.  An Adjunct Professor may be an eminent leader 
in their field and a person of distinction and high achievement. They may possess industry, 
business, science, academic or professional qualifications and expertise comparable with those 
expected of a member of the university staff at Professor level. 

Visiting academic and adjunct staff are individuals whose appointment to a university en-
hance the teaching, research profile or contribute to the intellectual life of the university. A 
visiting academic or adjunct staff title is recognised as an honour bestowed upon an individual 
by the university. As such, adjunct staff are usually regarded as having honorary appointments 
and they may receive certain privileges such as access to I.T. and research support resources, 
library, sports facilities etc. on the same basis as university staff. Appointees are able to use 
the privileges granted subject to strict adherence with university policy, procedures and codes 
of practice. An appointee may use the title conferred by the university under this appointment 
including that of Adjunct Professor. However, to avoid misrepresentation, an appointee must 
not abbreviate the title conferred by the university. As such, Adjunct Professors are only entitled 
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to use the title ‘Adjunct Professor’ which clearly indicates their status as against those persons 
with the title ‘Professor’.

06/11/2018WRL03100Student Universal Support Ireland Administration

06/11/2018WRL03200265. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
consideration has been given to amending the eligibility criteria for the special rate of the Stu-
dent Universal Support Ireland, SUSI, grant; if consideration has been given to awarding the 
special rate of the SUSI grant to applicants solely based on the family’s total reckonable income 
and not subject to the condition that reckonable household income includes a long-term Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection payment; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44745/18]

06/11/2018WRL03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Report of the Action 
Group on Access to Third Level Education made detailed recommendations concerning the 
introduction of special rates of maintenance grants for disadvantaged students. The target group 
of “those most in need” was defined in terms of the dependants of people receiving long-term 
welfare payments, where the necessary conditions are fulfilled. 

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter for SUSI to determine. In assessing 
an application for the 2018/19 academic year, SUSI will have regard to the following qualifying 
criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant: 1. The student must qualify for the standard 
rate of grant;

2. Total reckonable income, after income disregards and Child Dependant Increase(s) are 
excluded, must  not exceed €23,500;3. As at 31st of December 2017, the reckonable income 
must include one of the eligible long-term social welfare payments prescribed in the Student 
Grant Scheme.

It is not proposed, at present, to change the current terms and conditions in respect of the 
special rates of maintenance grant.

In addition to the maintenance grant support, students in third-level institutions experienc-
ing exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This 
Fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable 
to continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are 
available from the Access Office in the institution attended.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners.

06/11/2018WRL03400School Accommodation

06/11/2018WRL03500266. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention 
has been drawn to the pressure on school places in north County Dublin in particular in Swords, 
Balbriggan, Skerries, Rush and Portmarnock; if his attention has been further drawn to the need 
for increased school places in each of the towns at both primary and secondary levels; his plans 
to address same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44752/18]

06/11/2018WRL03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
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vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.  

As the Deputy will be aware, the Government recently announced plans for the establish-
ment of 42 new schools over the next four years (2019 to 2022), including the following new 
primary and post-primary schools to be established in the area referred to by the Deputy as 
follows:

-  A new 8-classroom primary school to serve the Swords school planning area (South) to 
be established in 2019; 

-  A new 8-classroom primary school to serve the Swords school planning area (North) to 
be established in 2019;

-  A new 16-classroom primary school to serve the Donabate school planning area to be 
established in 2020;

-  A new 8-classroom primary school to serve the Killester_Raheny_Clontarf school plan-
ning area to be established in 2019;

-  Two new 16-classroom primary schools to serve the Donaghmede_Howth_D13 school 
planning area to be established in 2019 and 2021; and

-  Two new 1,000 pupil post-primary schools to serve the Donaghmede_Howth_D13 school 
planning area to be established in 2019 and 2021

In addition, the following post-primary schools were also established in this area in recent 
years as follows:

-  1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2013 to serve the Rush & Lusk school 
planning area;

-  700 pupil post-primary school established in 2014 to serve the Balbriggan school planning 
area;

-  1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2018 to serve the Malahide and Portmar-
nock school planning areas as a regional solution; and

-  1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2018 to serve the Swords school planning 
area.

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular would 
have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 2040. 
In addition to the new schools announced, my Department’s capital investment programme also 
provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms for existing schools where an immedi-
ate enrolment need has been identified.

06/11/2018WRL03700Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRL03800267. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he, his 
departmental officials and or his ministerial predecessors have met companies and an organisa-
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tion (details supplied) and or representatives of same in the past three years to date; if so, if a 
schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44774/18]

06/11/2018WRL03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that none of my 
officials or Ministers in their capacity as representatives of the Department of Education and 
Skills, have met with the company referred to by the Deputy in the past three years.

06/11/2018WRL04000School Staff Appeals Mechanism

06/11/2018WRL04100268. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the appeals board 
has made a decision regarding an application for mainstream staffing by a school (details sup-
plied) for the 2018/2019 school year. [44785/18]

06/11/2018WRL04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The criteria used for the al-
location of teaching posts for the 2018/2019 school year is set out in Circular 0010/2018, which 
is available on the Department website. The key factor for determining the level of staffing re-
sources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year 
and pupil enrolments on the 30 September 2017.

The staffing arrangements include an appeals mechanism for schools to submit an appeal 
under certain criteria to an independent Appeals Board.

The school referred to by the Deputy submitted an application for consideration at the Oc-
tober meeting of the Primary Staffing Appeals Board.  The appeal was refused by the Appeals 
Board on the basis that the grounds of the appeal did not warrant the allocation of an additional 
post under Circular 0010/2018.

The Appeals Board operates independently of the Department and its decision is final.

06/11/2018WRL04300School Accommodation Provision

06/11/2018WRL04400269. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the steps being taken 
to accommodate 200 students from a school (details supplied) who have had to vacate a school 
building due to significant structural issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44795/18]

06/11/2018WRL04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that arrangements have been put in place by the School to accommodate all students affected as 
a result of the decision to close Phase 1 of the school building.  Transition Year students will be 
accommodated within the school, while the adjacent Community Centre has made its premises 
available to the School while the issues with the Phase 1 building are being addressed.  All stu-
dents will have access to the necessary practical rooms, with access to a woodwork room being 
offered by a local secondary school.

06/11/2018WRL04600School Accommodation Provision

06/11/2018WRL04700270. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
provision of a new primary school in southern areas of Swords, County Dublin; if the school 
will open in temporary accommodation in 2019; if lands have been identified for this temporary 
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accommodation; if so, the location of these lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44804/18]

06/11/2018WRL04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
the current focus for my Department is to prioritise the 17 schools due to be established in 2019 
so that patrons can be appointed and accommodation solutions put in place as soon as possible.  
My Department has appointed a Project Manager to assist with this work and potential interim 
accommodation options have been identified for the majority of the 17 schools which includes 
the school referred to by the Deputy.  Work is still on-going in this regard and due to commer-
cial sensitivities attaching to property matters generally my Department is unfortunately not in 
a position to provide further information on site locations etc. at this time.  It is expected that 
schools will be established in September 2019 in suitable interim accommodation pending de-
livery of permanent school buildings.

06/11/2018WRL04900School Funding

06/11/2018WRL05000271. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education and Skills when a decision 
will issue on an application for funding by a school (details supplied); the reason for the delay 
in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44822/18]

06/11/2018WRL05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to inform the 
Deputy that funding was recently approved to enable the school in question to build six class-
rooms, a Home Economics room, a Science Laboratory, a Science room preparation area, ad-
ditional toilets and to refurbish the existing plant room.

The project has been devolved for delivery to the school’s Patron which is the local Educa-
tion and Training Board.

06/11/2018WRL05200School Patronage

06/11/2018WRL05300272. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 103 of 30 November 2017 and a reply received from his Depart-
ment of 27 September 2018, (details supplied) the reason for the discrepancy in the replies; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44823/18]

06/11/2018WRL05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): PQ reply of the 30 November 
2017 set out the general position regarding the statutory role of the Minister in respect of the 
removal of a member of a Board or the dissolution of the full Board.

The reply from my Department of 27 September 2018 referred to a particular individual 
who ceased to be a member of the Board of two schools which was confirmed by the Patron. 
The reply also outlined that while as Minister I have a statutory role regarding the removal of 
a member of a Board, I have no statutory role in respect of members who cease to be members 
of Boards for varied reasons.

The Patron has confirmed that the individual in question was reassigned in the course of 
normal Diocesan changes, and in view of this reassignment would no longer have been avail-
able to continue in the role of Chairperson of the Board of either school.

I have no statutory function until such time as a Patron seeks my consent as Minister under 
the Education Act to remove an individual from a Board or the dissolution of the full Board.
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In this particular case I have received no application from the Patron under the Education 
Act to do either.

06/11/2018WRL05500Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRL05600273. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all necessary 
certification was signed off by the sub-contractor as legally required with regard to a project 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44824/18]

06/11/2018WRL05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has received 
assurances from the Consultant Architect engaged on the project referred to by the Deputy, 
that all necessary certification required to facilitate substantial completion of the project was 
obtained prior to the certificate of substantial completion being issued.

06/11/2018WRL05800School Discipline

06/11/2018WRL05900274. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
use of prone restraints in schools; if his attention has been drawn to a school that is using such 
restraints on children with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44830/18]

06/11/2018WRL06000275. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he has exam-
ined a document (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44831/18]

06/11/2018WRL06100276. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the immediate 
steps he will take to ensure children are safe in school in view of the evidence in a document 
(details supplied) of physical and emotional harm being caused to children in schools through 
the use of unregulated seclusion and restraint; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44832/18]

06/11/2018WRL06200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 274 to 276, inclusive, together.

The Board of Management of each school is responsible for the care and safety of all of 
the pupils in their school. Schools should supervise and support children who are distressed or 
out of control until they have recovered and are able to re-engage in the classroom. In some 
circumstances this may mean the temporary removal of a child from the environment where the 
problems have arisen. Schools are not required to report on such interventions. 

Schools owe a duty of care to all their students and any action taken in relation to managing 
behaviour must be proportionate.

Tusla’s Educational Welfare Service, under the aegis of the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs, has published guidelines for schools on Codes of Behaviour which all schools are 
required by law to have in place. The guidelines advise that specialised behaviour manage-
ment strategies, such as the use of restraint, should not be used without expert advice, training 
and monitoring. In particular, the guidelines point to certain sanctions which are regarded as 
inappropriate, including leaving a student in an unsupervised situation while in the care of the 
school. All parents must be made aware of behaviour management strategies employed by the 
school.

Schools may seek advice from their local National Educational Psychological Services psy-
chologist, from the NCSE’s Support Service which includes Special Educational Needs Organ-
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isers, the National Behavioural Support Service and the Special Education Support Service, as 
to how children with behavioural needs can best be supported in school.

A range of guidance is available for schools in relation to the management of student be-
haviour. The Department published Guidelines for Supporting Pupils with Behavioural, Emo-
tional, and Social Difficulties, which is available on the Department’s website, www.education.
ie. The National Educational Psychological Services document Behavioural, Emotional and 
Social Difficulties – A Continuum of Support   also provides advice for teachers, including some 
advice on the use of “time out” procedures in the classroom.

Training is available for schools in relation to the provision of support for children with 
special educational needs from the NCSE’s Regional Service. The Special Education Support 
Service can, as part of their designated training modules, provide guidance for schools in rela-
tion to the management of difficult behaviour.

Following a request by the Department for policy advice from the NCSE, which provided 
recommendations in relation to crisis situations and complex behavioural needs, work on devel-
oping guidelines for schools is underway. The Department will engage with education partners 
on these in the coming months. It is anticipated that the guidelines will be finalised by the end 
of this school year. The guidelines will assist schools in responding in circumstances where 
students pose an immediate threat of harm to themselves or others.

The guidelines will be underpinned by the principles that such intervention is never used for 
the purposes of discipline; that it should be applied proportionately and should last only as long 
as is necessary to de-escalate the situation. The guidelines will also underline the importance of 
continued supervision of children during a crisis period including matters related to behaviour. 
It is also expected that the guidelines will underline the importance of recording such incidents 
and how they are managed.

Where a parent, or any other person, has concerns about the care or safety of a child in 
school they should report these concerns to the Board of Management of the school in the first 
instance.

Where a parent or other person has a concern about the welfare or protection of a child in a 
school they may report the matter as a child protection concern to Tusla or to the Department 
of Education and Skills who will then report any child protection complaint in accordance with 
the Department’s procedures.

06/11/2018WRL06500Special Educational Needs Service Provision

06/11/2018WRL06600277. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on 
whether schools are not inclusive of children with an ASD diagnosis; his further views on 
whether this cohort of children cannot reach their potential in the current education system; 
when he will fully implement the Education of Persons with Special Education Needs Act 
2004; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44833/18]

06/11/2018WRL06700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): This Government is commit-
ted to ensuring every child with special educational needs has the opportunity to fulfil their full 
potential. 

Funding for special education provision in 2018 will amount to some €1.75 billion, up 43% 
since 2011 and equivalent to 18.7% of the gross overall current allocation for education and 
training.   
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The Department’s policy is to provide for the inclusive education of children with special 
educational needs, including Autism (ASD), in mainstream school settings, unless such a place-
ment would not be in the best interests of the child concerned, or the children with whom they 
will be educated. This policy is in line with the provisions of the EPSEN Act 2004.

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum.

As such, this Department’s policy focuses on ensuring that all students, including those with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders, can have access to an education appropriate to meeting their needs 
and abilities. 

This policy has been informed by published research, including the Report of the Task Force 
on Autism (2001), the Evaluation of Educational Provision for Children with Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD) (2006) and National Council for Special Education (NCSE) policy advice on 
Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2016). 

The NCSE policy advice on Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2016) 
found that Students are generally well supported in schools with appropriate curriculum; ex-
tensive teacher and SNA supports; improved range of educational placements supported by 
improved accommodation and equipment; improved teacher knowledge and understanding and 
a generally good standard of provision at primary and post primary levels. 

The greater proportion of children with Autism attend mainstream classes, but some require 
the environment of a special class or special school. This decision is based on a recommenda-
tion contained within a professional assessment and in consultation with the NCSE. 

The NCSE is responsible, through its network of Special Needs Organisers, for the develop-
ment and delivery and co-ordination of education services to children with Special Educational 
Needs, including the establishment of special class and special school placements. 

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,459 
across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

124 special schools provide specialist education for those students with the most complex 
special educational needs, including students diagnosed with ASD.  

While most schools fully embrace an open and inclusive policy, some students with Special 
Educational Needs continue to experience difficulties in securing enrolment. My Department 
has acknowledged that in recent years the establishment of special class provision in some 
schools and communities has been challenging.

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 when fully commenced will assist in ad-
dressing these issues.  

The Deputy will be aware that, on the 3rd October 2018, my predecessor, Minister Bruton 
commenced a number of sections of the Act. On that date the Minister also announced the com-
mencement of Section 8 of the Act, from Monday 3rd December 2018, which will provide the 
Minister with a power, after a process of consultation with the National Council for Special 
Education (NCSE), the board of management and the patron of the school, to compel a school 
to make additional provision for the education of children with special educational needs. 

This power will come into effect on Monday 3rd December 2018.   The NCSE is engaging 
with the education partners and with a view to finalising procedures in advance of this date. 
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This new power will build on the work which has been done in recent years to facilitate schools 
to open special classes.

Section 67 of the Act will provide certain powers to the NCSE to designate a school place-
ment for a child in circumstances where a child is experiencing difficulties in securing enrol-
ment. 

A number of the remaining sections of the Act which have not yet been commenced includ-
ing Section 67, require regulations and procedures to be drafted, and will require consultation 
with the Education Partners prior to commencement.

I intend to have the other remaining sections of the Act commenced in time for admissions 
to the 2020/21 school year. 

The Deputy will also be aware that a number of sections of the Education for Persons with 
Special Educational Needs Act 2004 have been commenced, including those promoting an in-
clusive approach to the education of children. 

A number of sections of the EPSEN Act have yet to be commenced. 

The Programme for a Partnership Government committed to consulting with stakeholders 
on how best to progress aspects of the Act on a non-statutory basis.

It is therefore intended to bring into effect many of the good ideas contained in the EPSEN 
Act, on a non-statutory basis initially through policy developments across a range of areas.

Question No. 278 answered with Question No. 243.

06/11/2018WRM00200Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRM00300279. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding a project (details supplied); and when works will recommence. [44846/18]

06/11/2018WRM00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The current works programme 
for the project to which the Deputy refers indicates a retendering of the project to pre-qualified 
contractors towards the end of this year with a view to having a contractor back on site early 
next year.  The project is expected to be completed by June 2020.  The works programme re-
mains on track to achieve this. 

06/11/2018WRM00500Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRM00600280. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the location of 
the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten 
years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44857/18]

06/11/2018WRM00700281. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the consultations 
undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44875/18]

06/11/2018WRM00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 280 and 281 together.

Details of public consultations are not collated in a manner that would allow for a full break-
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down of the information requested in respect of the last ten years.

However, an exercise was undertaken recently in respect of consultations undertaken since 
2011 and the following link gives details of these consultations and location of submissions 
where applicable.

If there is a particular consultation which took place prior to 2011 for which the Deputy 
requires details, officials  will endeavour to obtain the information. if provided.

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/FEFAE48B80A9C7B38025833D0
06A5862/$File/ATTA56RC.docx?openelement”>Public Consultations</a>]

06/11/2018WRM01000School Funding

06/11/2018WRM01100282. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Education and Skills if sufficient fund-
ing will be allocated to a school (details supplied) following a request submitted; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44904/18]

06/11/2018WRM01200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I am pleased to confirm to the 
Deputy that the school to which he refers has been approved funding in line with the requested 
submitted by it.

06/11/2018WRM01300Third Level Funding

06/11/2018WRM01400283. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his atten-
tion has been drawn to a national campaign co-ordinated across seven universities regarding a 
shortfall in funding (details supplied); the steps he is taking to remedy this situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [44917/18]

06/11/2018WRM01500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is working to 
continue reinvestment in Higher Education building on the progress made in Budgets 2017 & 
2018.  Current expenditure on higher education, excluding pay restoration and pension provi-
sion, will increase by 10% in 2019 compared to 2016.  We are adopting a number of measures to 
address the financial challenges in higher education and to ensure that higher education invest-
ment is responsive to key strategic priorities.  

Budget 2019 continued the Government’s prioritisation of reinvestment in higher education. 
Through the budget, we have provided €57 million in additional current funding for the higher 
education sector. This is in addition to separate funding that has been provided for pay deals and 
pensions, amounting to an additional €41 million in 2019. 

This new current funding will be used to fund the following measures: 

-  provision for 3,500 additional places in our higher education institutions 

-  initiatives to support innovation and reward excellence

-  investment in teaching and learning capacity, and management and leadership

-  1,000 additional places on Springboard+, 

-  a new research fund for Institutes of Technology/TUs, and 
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-  an expansion of part-time and flexible learning opportunities. 

Budget 2019 also announced a new Human Capital Initiative that will involve investment of 
€300 million in higher education over the 5 year period from 2020 to 2024, with €60 m being 
made available in each of those years. This investment will be funded by the National Training 
Fund surplus.  A major objective of the Initiative is to incentivise continued reform and innova-
tion drawing on international best practice through such mechanisms as graduate conversion, 
accelerated course completion, flexible and blended learning, intensified focus on employabil-
ity and strengthened linkages and relationships with enterprise.  It represents a significant re-
sponse to projected demographic pressures impacting on the HE sector over the next five years, 
as highlighted in the Expert Group Report on Future Funding.

The National Training Fund is being reformed to make it more labour market focused, re-
sponsive to skills needs and providing additional investment in Further and Higher Education. 
Progress in implementing reforms has enabled an increase in the NTF levy by 0.1% respec-
tively in both 2018 and 2019, with a commitment to a further 0.1% increase in 2020. 

In addition, the Department and the HEA are currently reforming the model by which fund-
ing is allocated to our higher education institutions.  The independent panel’s review provides 
a roadmap for transitioning towards a reformed funding model that is more transparent, con-
sistent across higher education institutions, that incentivises actions in key strategic areas such 
as research and STEM provision, and supports improved accountability while also respecting 
institutional autonomy. This will ensure that the additional funding that has been made avail-
able for higher education is targeted effectively and that institutions are held accountable for 
how they use public resources.

06/11/2018WRM01600Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRM01700284. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
project (details supplied); the reason for the delay in relation to same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44944/18]

06/11/2018WRM01800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The project to provide a new 
building for the school to which the Deputy refers has been devolved for delivery to the local 
County Council.  

The Stage 2(b) report for the project is awaited in my Department.  This will be processed 
as quickly as possible when received so that the project can proceed to the next stage which is 
tender and construction.

06/11/2018WRM01900School Accommodation Provision

06/11/2018WRM02000285. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason for the 
delay in the building of temporary prefabs at a school (details supplied); the timeline for their 
construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44945/18]

06/11/2018WRM02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department approved grant-aid for rental temporary accommodation in September 
2018 to cater for increased enrolments, for the school in question.

The delivery of the project is devolved to the Parton of the school, Kildare Wicklow Educa-
tion and Training Board (KWETB).
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06/11/2018WRM02200School Accommodation Provision

06/11/2018WRM02300286. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans 
to replace a temporary classroom in a school (details supplied) with permanent accommoda-
tion; the timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44947/18]

06/11/2018WRM02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to confirm that the 
school referred to by the Deputy has recently submitted an application for funding under my 
Department’s Additional School Accommodation Scheme.

The application will be assessed and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority 
when this process has been completed.

06/11/2018WRM02500Student Grants Data

06/11/2018WRM02600287. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
postgraduate grant recipients in 2017 and 2018; the amount spent on postgraduate grants each 
year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44956/18]

06/11/2018WRM02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): There were 2,186 postgradu-
ate students in receipt of a student grant for the academic year 2017/18 academic year at a cost 
of €11.2 m.

SUSI who are the centralised awarding authority are currently assessing applications for the 
2018/19 academic year.  They have advised that to date there are 2,264 postgraduate students 
who have been awarded a grant.

06/11/2018WRM02800Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRM02900288. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is the practice 
that his Department issues a final substantial completion certificate with regard to the process 
for the delivery of new schools; the position with regard to this process in the case of schools 
completed by a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44971/18]

06/11/2018WRM03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Public Works De-
sign and Build contract, when the Contractor achieves substantial completion of the Works he/
she must then request the Employer’s Representative, working on behalf of the Department of 
Education and Skills, to issue a “Certificate of Substantial Completion”.  The Contract states 
that “the certificate may include a list of Defects and any outstanding work [but nothing in the 
certificate, including the failure to list any defect, relieves the Contractor of any obligations]”.  

This is very clear in the wording of the Certificates of Substantial Completion, which is 
signed and issued by the Employer’s Representative, viz.:

“In issuing this Certificate of Substantial Completion, the Employer’s Representative is 
relying on, and shall have no liability in respect of, the Opinions of Compliance issued by the 
Design & Build Contractor and the Design & Build Contractor’s Design team certifying that 
the completed works have been properly carried out in accordance with the Contract and fully 
comply with the current Building Regulations, Planning Permission and Fire Safety Certificate. 
(pre-2014 wording).”
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This is a standard requirement in all projects using the Public Works Form of Contract and, 
as such, has applied in the case of all schools completed by the company to which the Deputy 
refers.

06/11/2018WRM03100Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRM03200289. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
regard to the completion of structural assessments for all schools completed by a company 
(details supplied) for his Department since 2006; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44973/18]

06/11/2018WRM03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The structural assessments 
have been conducted on the schools in question and the outcome is available on the Depart-
ment’s website at www.education.gov.ie.

I wish to assure the Deputy that the safety of school students and staff has been, and will 
continue to be, the Department’s overriding priority during this process.

06/11/2018WRM03400Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRM03500290. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
applications for fire safety works received by his Department in 2017 and to date in 2018; the 
number of applications which have been accepted and rejected, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44975/18]

06/11/2018WRM03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In 2017, my Department re-
ceived 18 applications to address fire safety issues in schools.  Of these, 17 applications were 
approved.  My Department has requested additional information from the school authority in 
respect of the remaining application to enable it to be properly assessed.

To date in 2018 my Department has received 63 applications for fire safety works in schools.  

49 applications have been approved. The remainder are either awaiting additional informa-
tion from the school authority or revised applications.

One school was unsuccessful because it already had adequate fire safety measures in place 
in the school.

06/11/2018WRM03700Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRM03800291. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of fire 
safety audits conducted by his Department 2017 and to date in 2018; the county in which the 
audits took place; if issues were identified in these audits; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44976/18]

06/11/2018WRM03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department initiated a 
programme of fire safety assessments in 55 schools in Q4 2017.  This involved 30 schools 
constructed by Western Building Systems under Design and Build contracts and a representa-
tive sample of 25 other schools constructed over the last 20 years. Fire Safety Consultants have 
visited all 55 schools and to date 51 initial Fire Safety Assessment reports have been received 
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in my Department with the remaining 4 reports due in the coming weeks. The Fire Safety Con-
sultants have engaged directly with the fire officers in their respective local authorities to advise 
of remedial works planned and underway. 

The reports identify various housekeeping, maintenance and remedial works to be addressed 
and the Department has engaged the services of KSN Project Managers with a full technical 
team including Architects, Engineers and Fire Safety Consultants, to organise and oversee any 
necessary remedial works. 

Fire Safety Assessments were undertaken in the following counties; Dublin, Meath, Kildare, 
Kilkenny, Westmeath, Laois, Wexford, Galway, Mayo, Kerry, Cork, Limerick and Monaghan.

06/11/2018WRM04000Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRM04100292. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position with 
regard to the completion of an audit of a company (details supplied) announced in September 
2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44977/18]

06/11/2018WRM04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department initiated a 
programme of fire safety assessments in 55 schools in Q4 2017.  This involved 30 schools 
constructed by the company referred to by Deputy under Design and Build contracts and a rep-
resentative sample of 25 other schools constructed over the last 20 years. 

Fire Safety Consultants have visited all 55 schools and to date 51 initial Fire Safety Assess-
ment reports have been received in my Department with the remaining 4 reports, 2 of which are 
for the company in question due in the coming weeks. 

06/11/2018WRM04300Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRM04400293. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
appointment of a clerk of works; the number of inspections carried out by this clerk to date; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44978/18]

06/11/2018WRM04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since September 2017, my 
Department appoints a full-time resident Clerk of Works on all major school construction proj-
ects going to site.

The role of a Clerk of Works is to represent the interests of the client with regard to ensur-
ing that the quality of both materials and workmanship is in accordance with the architect’s/
engineer’s drawings and specifications.  This includes inspection of materials and workmanship 
through the construction process.  

The Clerk of Works does not have a function under the Public Works Contract but reports 
to the Employer’s Representative (ER) on any matters of concern so that these can be brought 
to the attention of the Contractor by the ER. The Clerk of Works is a full time appointment who 
remains on site on a daily basis and attends the standard fortnightly site meetings with the ER. 

06/11/2018WRM04600Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRM04700294. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a final substan-
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tial completion certificate is issued with regard to his Department’s process for the delivery 
of new schools; the position with regard to this process in the case of schools completed by a 
company (details supplied) as part of a rapid build programme in 2008 and 2009; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44979/18]

06/11/2018WRM04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under Design and Build con-
tracts, the contractor and the contractor’s design team are responsible for ensuring quality and 
for presenting Certificates which confirm that the buildings are constructed in accordance with 
the works requirements and building regulations. 

The Certificates relating to buildings constructed by the Contractor referred to by the Depu-
ty, signed by the Contractor and its architects, engineers, and sub-contractors, are on the Depart-
ment’s files. In 2008/09 these Certificates were pro-forma templates provided by the relevant 
professional bodies (e.g. RIAI, ACEI etc.).

Under the Public Works Design and Build contract, when the Contractor achieves substan-
tial completion of the Works he/she must then request the Employer’s Representative, work-
ing on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills, to issue a “Certificate of Substantial 
Completion”.  The Contract states that “the certificate may include a list of Defects and any 
outstanding work [but nothing in the certificate, including the failure to list any defect, relieves 
the Contractor of any obligations]”.  

This was very clear in the wording of the Certificates of Substantial Completion, which was 
signed and issued by the Employer’s Representative in 2008 and 2009, viz.:

“In issuing this Certificate of Substantial Completion, the Employer’s Representative is 
relying on, and shall have no liability in respect of, the Opinions of Compliance issued by the 
Design & Build Contractor and the Design & Build Contractor’s Design team certifying that the 
completed works have been properly carried out in accordance with the Contract and fully com-
ply with the current Building Regulations, Planning Permission and Fire Safety Certificate.”

06/11/2018WRM04900School Accommodation

06/11/2018WRM05000295. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the need for a sensory room in a school (details supplied); and if there is provi-
sion in the schools capital programme for allocating funding for such projects. [44984/18]

06/11/2018WRM05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the school in question has access to special education teaching rooms and a multi-purpose 
room and it is open to the school to determine how it utilises the totality of its accommodation 
which could include prioritising it for the purposes referred to by the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRM05200School Accommodation Provision

06/11/2018WRM05300296. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will provide a 
solution to the oversubscription of first year students to a school (details supplied) for August 
2019; his plans in this regard; and the funding available. [44986/18]

06/11/2018WRM05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm to the Deputy 
that the school in question has recently submitted an application for additional temporary ac-
commodation to cater for increasing enrolment.
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My Department has been liaising with the school relating to the application and additional 
temporary accommodation has now been approved. The school authority has been advised ac-
cordingly.

06/11/2018WRM05500Home School Community Liaison Scheme

06/11/2018WRM05600297. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
reintroduce home school liaison officers in schools in urban and rural areas. [44994/18]

06/11/2018WRM05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will also be aware 
that the Home School Community Liaison (HSCL) Scheme is a school-based intervention pro-
vided to DEIS schools to address the needs of all pupils/families at risk of educational disad-
vantage through acknowledging and developing the role of the parent as prime educator. The 
role of the HSCL Coordinator is to work primarily with the salient adults in the child’s life, 
in order to empower them, so that they can better support their children to attend school, par-
ticipate in education and develop positive attitudes to life-long learning. Central to the HSCL 
initiative, is the identification of educational needs and the provision of a tailored and propor-
tionate response to those needs, through a range of interventions, which are evidence-based, 
focused and structured. 

All DEIS Urban Primary and DEIS Post Primary schools are currently included in the HSCL 
Scheme, which serves 539 schools. The scheme is delivered by 416 full-time HSCL Coordina-
tors who are teachers in these schools and assigned to HSCL duties either in individual schools 
or clusters of schools, catering for approximately 156,000 pupils.    

The impact of socio-economic factors on educational outcomes can be different between 
urban and rural settings and we need to take account of that. While urban and rural disadvan-
tage share many characteristics, such as poverty, unemployment and poor housing conditions, 
as such disadvantage in a rural context does not have the same impact on educational perfor-
mance. The Performance Report from the National Assessments of English Reading and Math-
ematics (NAERM), 2014 highlighted the gap that exists between DEIS urban Band 1 schools 
and pupils in other schools in both reading and maths. Performance in rural DEIS schools is 
about the same as the national average, while performance in DEIS Band 2 primary schools 
has improved substantially according to the 2014 National Assessments. Assessments of read-
ing and mathematics performance in DEIS rural primary schools show that students in these 
schools in some cases perform better than rural non-DEIS schools and at the same level as their 
counterparts in urban non-DEIS schools. 

My Department’s objective in implementing DEIS Plan 2017 is to have the maximum pos-
sible impact on providing opportunities for students most at risk of disadvantage.  To achieve 
this, additional resources must be targeted as closely as possible at those students with the great-
est need in terms of concentrated levels of disadvantage.  

The Deputy may wish to note that Rural DEIS primary schools continue to be supported 
through the DEIS programme with a range of additional supports, including grant aid in the 
form of a DEIS grant, enhanced book grant, access to the DEASP School Meals Programme 
and priority access for teachers to a range of professional development programmes as well as 
the Incredible Years and Friends programmes.   

My Department has no plans at present to extend this Scheme beyond DEIS Schools.
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06/11/2018WRM05800Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme

06/11/2018WRM05900298. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter regarding a school (details supplied) in County Kerry. [45030/18]

06/11/2018WRM06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Since the establishment of An 
tAonad um Oideachas Gaeltachta within the Department of Education and Skills, significant 
progress has been made in relation to the development of the Gaeltacht School Recognition 
Scheme following consultation with relevant stakeholders, and commencement of its imple-
mentation in schools. The objective of the Scheme is to allow participating schools, following 
consultation with their local communities, to seek to achieve Gaeltacht School Recognition 
over a 5 year period on the basis of the implementation of specific language-based criteria, in-
cluding the implementation of a total-immersion approach and the development of action plans 
by schools.

To encourage participation in the Scheme by schools, a comprehensive information pack 
outlining the benefits of immersion education and bilingualism was sent to schools for dissemi-
nation to school communities, including parents and teachers. The information pack was devel-
oped by the Gaeltacht Education Unit in the Department in collaboration with An Chomhairle 
um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaíochta (COGG), Gaeloideachas, the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and Údarás na Gaeltachta.  

In April 2017, all schools in Gaeltacht language-planning areas, including the primary 
school in question, were invited to participate in the Scheme. The Scheme has been welcomed 
by Gaeltacht communities and well-received in Gaeltacht schools. This is evident from the 
high participation rates in the Scheme. 106 or 80% of primary schools and 28 or 96% of post-
primary schools in the Gaeltacht have opted to participate in the Scheme.  The primary school 
referred to by the Deputy joined the Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme in June 2017 and 
submitted its action plan to the Gaeltacht Education Unit for review in January 2018. 

Each participating school’s action plans for improvement was reviewed by An tAonad um 
Oideachas Gaeltachta in February 2018 and feedback was provided to each individual school. 
This enabled each participating school, including the school in question, to access additional 
resources from September 2018. These resources include access to a grant to purchase Irish-
medium teaching resources, additional language-teaching hours (an additional 7.5 hours per 
week in the case of the primary school concerned), additional continuing professional develop-
ment delivered by COGG, and additional advisory visits provided by the Inspectorate.  

The additional language support hours (over and above the normal staffing allocation), al-
located to primary schools participating in the Scheme from September 2018, was based on 
the enrolment figures recorded in the previous year, which is in line with Department norms. 
Schools at primary level, were given the option to combine these additional language support 
hours with other primary schools in the locality to form clusters, which would allow for the 
creation of a temporary part-time teaching post that would be shared by the primary schools in 
the particular cluster. The primary school concerned was also given this option.

The general staffing allocation arrangements for 2018/19 for all primary schools, includ-
ing the school in question, are set out in Circular 10/2018. The staffing arrangements allow for 
more favourable retention rates in Gaeltacht schools than in other schools. Appendix A of Cir-
cular 10/2018 sets out the criteria for the current school year:   www.education.ie/en/Schools-
Colleges/Services/Teacher-Allocations/Teacher-Allocations-Primary.html.

The staffing allocation arrangements for 2019/20 will be published early in 2019.
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06/11/2018WRM06100Departmental Reports

06/11/2018WRM06200299. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of the 
publication of a report regarding the development of a pathway to redress for victims of con-
victed sexual abusers commissioned following the passage of a Private Member’s motion in 
Dáil Éireann on 4 July 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45035/18]

06/11/2018WRM06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As you know, the State Claims 
Agency (SCA) manages school child sexual abuse litigation being taken against the State. In 
December 2014, the Government authorised the SCA to offer “out of court” settlements to per-
sons taking cases of school child sexual abuse against the State where their cases come within 
the terms of the ECHR judgment in the O’Keeffe case and are not statute barred.

The State’s approach to out-of-court settlement offers in this situation is based on its inter-
pretation of the scope of the European Court’s judgment.   That interpretation is that the ruling 
applies to cases involving sexual abuse of a school child by a school employee in respect of 
whom there was a prior complaint of sexual abuse to a school authority made prior to the intro-
duction of the Department of Education child protection guidelines issued to primary and post-
primary schools in 1991 and 1992 respectively.  In addition, the case must not be statute barred. 

Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill was appointed by my predecessor in November 2017 to act as an 
independent assessor in relation to determinations of the SCA on eligibility of applicants to the 
ex-gratia scheme. 

Following an initial submission on ‘whether the imposition of the condition which required 
that there had to be evidence of a prior complaint of child sexual abuse on the part of the em-
ployee in question to the school authority (or a school authority in which the employee has 
previously worked), to establish eligibility for a payment under the ex gratia scheme, is con-
sistent with and a correct implementation of the judgment of the European Court of Human 
Rights in the case of Louise O’Keeffe v. Ireland’, Mr Justice O’Neill invited a further submis-
sion to address in particular ‘the legal status and/or legal effect in domestic law, of decisions/
determinations of the Committee of Ministers in relation to the implementation/enforcement of 
judgments of the ECtHR.  ’ 

Both submissions can be accessed on the Department’s website.   Mr Justice O’Neill has 
invited solicitors representing applicants for assessment and other third parties for their views 
on the latest submission. 

06/11/2018WRM06400Gaelcholáistí Issues

06/11/2018WRM06500300. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of 
the proposed Gaelcholáiste for Maynooth, County Kildare; the timeframe in which it will be 
delivered and begin enrolment; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that persons wishing 
to continue their education at second level in the Maynooth area must travel to Dublin to do so 
however are disadvantaged from the enrolment process due to their area of origin; if he will is-
sue a reply to a person (details supplied) directly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45041/18]

06/11/2018WRM06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
Maynooth Community College opened in 2014 with an Irish-medium Aonad and it was stated 
that should the Aonad demonstrate sufficient viability after four years from its date of estab-
lishment, a Gaelcholáiste would be established.  As part of the Major School Building Projects 
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announcement in November 2015 and in view of the continued support for an independent 
Gaelcholáiste, it was confirmed that a Gaelcholáiste to serve the North Kildare area will open 
in 2019, subject to the continued viability of the Irish-medium Aonad at Maynooth Community 
College.

Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board and An Foras Pátrúnachta are working 
through the practical arrangements to facilitate the establishment of the Gaelcholáiste and my 
Department will continue to work with them in this regard.  

In relation to the Deputy’s query on access to a specific Gaelcholáiste referenced in the 
details supplied, parents can choose which school to apply to and where places are available 
students should be admitted. The Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in 
an area can cater for all pupils seeking school places in the area. 

Where schools are over-subscribed a selection process may be necessary.  The selection pro-
cess and enrolment policy must comply with The Education Act 1998 and the relevant sections 
of the Admissions Act 2018.  The process must be non-discriminatory and be applied fairly.

Section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 provides for an appeal by a parent or guardian to the 
Secretary General of my Department, or in the case of an Educational Training Board (ETB) 
school to the ETB in the first instance, where a Board of Management of a school, or a person 
acting on behalf of the Board, refuses to enrol a student in a school, expels a student or suspends 
a student for 20 or more days in any school year. Further information on the Section 29 appeals 
process is available on the Department’s website www.education.ie.

The Education Welfare Service of the Child and Family Agency (Tusla) is the statutory 
agency which can assist parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school place for 
their child. The EWS can be contacted at 01-7718500.

06/11/2018WRM06700Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRM06800301. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if all of the 
fire and safety audits of schools constructed by a company (details supplied) announced in Sep-
tember 2017 have been completed; if not, the schools awaiting an audit; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45042/18]

06/11/2018WRM06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department initiated a 
programme of fire safety assessments in 55 schools in Q4 2017.  This involved 30 schools 
constructed by the company referred to by Deputy under Design and Build contracts and a rep-
resentative sample of 25 other schools constructed over the last 20 years. 

Fire Safety Consultants have visited all 55 schools and to date 51 initial Fire Safety Assess-
ment reports have been received in my Department with the remaining 4 reports, 2 of which are 
for the company in question, due in the coming weeks. 

06/11/2018WRM07000Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRM07100302. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education and Skills the addresses of 
the schools that were built by a company (details supplied); the amount spent on schools built 
by the company; and the financial protections are in place to protect the State from costs associ-
ated with building problems within these schools. [45050/18]



Questions - Written Answers

142

06/11/2018WRM07200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Details of the 42 schools con-
structed by the company in question are set out in the following table.  The Department spent 
some €151.7 million on the design and build of these schools. 

The Department fully intends to pursue the company in question through all contractual 
and legal channels for the cost of precautionary measures and remediation work arising from 
structural issues identified.

County Roll No School Contractor Year 
Com-
pleted 

1 Dublin 20166W Griffeen Valley Educate To-
gether National School 

Western Building Systems 2003

2 Westmeath 20188J Mullingar Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Systems 2008

3 Wicklow 20301C Gaelscoil na gCloch Liath (also 
now occupying former ETNS 
Building on same campus)

Western Building Systems 2008

4 Dublin 20176C Rush & Lusk Educate Together 
National School

Western Building Systems 2008

5 Dublin City 20304I St. Francis of Assisi, Belmayne Western Building Systems 2008
6 Dublin City 20308Q Belmayne Educate Together 

National School
Western Building Systems 2008

7 Cork 15597W Macroom Boys National School Western Building Systems 2009
8 Dublin Fingal 76129H Ardgillan Community College Western Building Systems 2009
9 Dublin 20201V Tyrrelstown Educate Together 

National School 
Western Building Systems 2011

10 Meath 20215J St Pau’ls National School, 
Ratoath

Western Building Systems 2011

11 Kildare 16705E Scoil Phadraig Naofa (New 
School)

Western Building Systems 2011

12 Kildare 06209J Athy Model School  Western Building Systems 2011
13 Kildare 20192A Gaelscoil Atha Í Western Building Systems 2011
14 Dublin 20303G Lucan East Educate Together 

National School
Western Building Systems 2011

15 Dublin Fingal 16675V St. Luke’s NS Hollywood Road, 
Tyrrelstown

Western Building Systems 2012

16 Dublin Fingal n/a Castlemills  Education Cen-
tre (formerly occupied by 
RN20269J Scoil Chormaic 
CNS) + Flemington Community 
Centre Balbriggan 

Western Building Systems 2012

17 Laois 15556I Portarlington Convent National 
School

Western Building Systems 2012

18 Dublin Belgard 20223I Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada, Lucan Western Building Systems 2012
19 Cork County 20006A Gaelscoil Chloich na Coillte, 

Clonakilty renamed GS Mhichíl 
Uí Choileáin

Western Building Systems 2013

20 Cork County 20310D Carrigaline Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Systems 2013

21 Cork 20335T Scoil Phadraig Naofa, Roch-
estown

Western Building Systems 2013

22 Dublin 20241K Scoil Choilm, 
Diswellstown,Porterstown 
(linked to Luttrellstown CC)

Western Building Systems 2013

23 Dublin 76130P Luttrellstown Community Col-
lege 

Western Building Systems 2013

24 Laois 14838N Maryborough National School Western Building Systems 2013
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County Roll No School Contractor Year 
Com-
pleted 

25 Laois 20081O Gaelscoil Portlaoise Western Building Systems 2013
26 Laois 20347D Portlaoise Educate Together 

National School 
Western Building Systems 2013

27 Cork City 20354A Cara Jnr (Special) School Western Building Systems 2014
28 Dun Laoghaire 

Rathdown
20425U Gaelscoil Shliabh Rua Western Building Systems 2015

29 Dublin City 20453C Broombridge Educate Together 
National School  

Western Building Systems 2016

30 Dublin Belgard 20426W Lucan Community National 
School , Balgaddy Road, Lucan

Western Building Systems 2016

31 Dublin Belgard 20422O Scoil Aoife Community Na-
tional School, City West

Western Building Systems 2016

32 Dublin Belgard 19872P Scoil Chaitlin Maude Western Building Systems 2016
33 Meath 20082Q Gaelscoil Tulach na Og, Dun-

boyne
Western Building Systems 2016

34 Meath 76196W De Lacy College, Ashbourne Western Building Systems 2016
35 Meath 20382F Gaelscoil na Mí, Ashbourne Western Building Systems 2016
36 Meath 20396Q Ashbourne Educate Together 

National School 
Western Building Systems 2016

37 Donegal 20235P Letterkenny Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Systems 2017

38 Dublin Belgard 20411J Firhouse Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Systems 2017

39 Kildare 20428D Gaelscoil Mhic Aodha Western Building Systems 2018
40 Wexford 18280I St Joseph’s National School, 

Gorey
Western Building Systems 2018

41 Galway 20000L Galway Educate Together Na-
tional School 

Western Building Systems 2018

42 Dublin Belgard 20412L Gaelscoil Teach Giuise Western Building Systems 2018

06/11/2018WRN00200Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

06/11/2018WRN00300303. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when an 
independent assessment by a person (details supplied) of the redress scheme for survivors of 
historical child sexual abuse will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45059/18]

06/11/2018WRN00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy may be aware, 
following the original submission on ‘whether the imposition of the condition which required 
that there had to be evidence of a prior complaint of child sexual abuse on the part of the em-
ployee in question to the school authority (or a school authority in which the employee has pre-
viously worked), to establish eligibility for a payment under the ex gratia scheme, is consistent 
with and a correct implementation of the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in 
the case of Louise O’Keeffe v. Ireland’, Mr Justice O’Neill asked the Minister to address in 
particular ‘the legal status and/or legal effect in domestic law, of decisions/determinations of 
the Committee of Ministers in relation to the implementation/enforcement of judgments of the 
ECtHR.’ 

The submission on this was forwarded to Mr Justice O’Neill on 14 September can be ac-
cessed on the Department’s website.  Mr Justice O’Neill has invited solicitors representing ap-
plicants for assessment and other third parties for their views on this submission.
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06/11/2018WRN00500Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRN00600304. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the process under 
which a company (details supplied) received contracts to build schools from his Department; 
the procurement process used; the criteria for awarding the contracts; the officials within his 
Department that oversaw the process; if his Department was involved in the decision to award 
the contracts; if not, if the process was conducted by an external agency; and if so, the name of 
the agency and the process under which the agency was given oversight of the tendering pro-
cess and awarding of contracts. [45070/18]

06/11/2018WRN00700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): School building projects 
which are funded from public monies, including the school projects to which the Deputy refers, 
are tendered in accordance with EU and national procurement regulations and are required 
to comply with  the Capital Works Management Framework which includes a suite of public 
works contracts, standard conditions of engagement, model forms, suitability assessment ques-
tionnaires and guidance notes published by the Office of Government Procurement (OGP).

The company to which the Deputy refers was appointed on a number of school building 
projects following competitive tender processes conducted in accordance with those regula-
tions.

Most of the projects were tendered under my Department’s Design & Build programme. 

Contracts for these schools were awarded under the Design & Build tender process, for 
which the MEAT assessment method was used.  MEAT stands for Most Economically Advan-
tageous Tender.  In the case of Design & Build, this means that the criteria for the award of the 
contract include Technical Merit as well as Price.  The award criteria carry weightings and each 
tender is evaluated against the weighted criteria.

In the case of my Department’s Design and Build programme, the MEAT criteria carries a 
60% weighting for Technical Merit and a 40% weighting for Price.

The tender process is conducted by an external Project Management company, which then 
submits a tender report to my Department for consideration. The tender report is reviewed at 
Technical Manager level in my Department’s Planning and Building Unit and, if acceptable, is 
approved at Principal Officer level in the Unit.

06/11/2018WRN00800Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRN00900305. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the pre-
qualification of contractors process has been completed and if the project has been progressed 
to tender stage for a school building project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45093/18]

06/11/2018WRN01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The closing date for pre-qual-
ification of contractors was 1 November 2018 at 5pm.

17 potential main contractors have expressed an interest in the project.  An assessment of 
the submissions is to commence this week, arising from which further information may be re-
quested and a short list will be prepared. 

Following this process, the pre-qualified contractors will be invited to submit tenders for the 
major building project.
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06/11/2018WRN01100Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRN01200306. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the assess-
ment of an application for major capital funding by a school (details supplied) has been com-
pleted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45094/18]

06/11/2018WRN01300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that the school 
referred to by the Deputy has recently submitted a revised application to my Department for 
additional accommodation.

The application will be considered and a decision will be conveyed to the school authority 
as soon as the assessment process has been completed.

06/11/2018WRN01400Schools Designation

06/11/2018WRN01500307. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the assess-
ment of an application by a school (details supplied) for a change of status has been completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45095/18]

06/11/2018WRN01600357. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a decision has 
been made on the application by a school (details supplied) to become co-educational; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45733/18]

06/11/2018WRN01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 307 and 357 together.

I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department has received an application from the Patron 
of the school in question for a change of status.

The application is currently under consideration and my Department will be in further con-
tact with the Patron once a decision has been reached.  

06/11/2018WRN01800Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRN01900308. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
contracts a company (details supplied) received to build schools; and the years in which each 
contract was awarded. [45101/18]

06/11/2018WRN02000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): A list of the schools construct-
ed by the company in question and detailing the year of completion is attached. 

Generally, the contract is awarded in the year the school was completed or in the previous 
year.

County Roll No School Contractor Year 
Com-
pleted 

1 Dublin 20166W Griffeen Valley Educate To-
gether National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2003

2 Westmeath 20188J Mullingar Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2008



Questions - Written Answers

146

County Roll No School Contractor Year 
Com-
pleted 

3 Wicklow 20301C Gaelscoil na gCloch Liath 
(also now occupying former 
ETNS Building on same 
campus)

Western Building Sys-
tems

2008

4 Dublin 20176C Rush & Lusk Educate Togeth-
er National School

Western Building Sys-
tems

2008

5 Dublin City 20304I St. Francis of Assisi, Bel-
mayne

Western Building Sys-
tems

2008

6 Dublin City 20308Q Belmayne Educate Together 
National School

Western Building Sys-
tems

2008

7 Cork 15597W Macroom Boys National 
School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2009

8 Dublin Fingal 76129H Ardgillan Community College Western Building Sys-
tems

2009

9 Dublin 20201V Tyrrelstown Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2011

10 Meath 20215J St Pau’ls National School, 
Ratoath

Western Building Sys-
tems

2011

11 Kildare 16705E Scoil Phadraig Naofa (New 
School)

Western Building Sys-
tems

2011

12 Kildare 06209J Athy Model School  Western Building Sys-
tems

2011

13 Kildare 20192A Gaelscoil Atha Í Western Building Sys-
tems

2011

14 Dublin 20303G Lucan East Educate Together 
National School

Western Building Sys-
tems

2011

15 Dublin Fingal 16675V St. Luke’s NS Hollywood 
Road, Tyrrelstown

Western Building Sys-
tems

2012

16 Dublin Fingal n/a Castlemills  Education Cen-
tre (formerly occupied by 
RN20269J Scoil Chormaic 
CNS) + Flemington Commu-
nity Centre Balbriggan 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2012

17 Laois 15556I Portarlington Convent Na-
tional School

Western Building Sys-
tems

2012

18 Dublin Belgard 20223I Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada, Lucan Western Building Sys-
tems

2012

19 Cork County 20006A Gaelscoil Chloich na Coillte, 
Clonakilty renamed GS 
Mhichíl Uí Choileáin

Western Building Sys-
tems

2013

20 Cork County 20310D Carrigaline Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2013

21 Cork 20335T Scoil Phadraig Naofa, Roch-
estown

Western Building Sys-
tems

2013

22 Dublin 20241K Scoil Choilm, 
Diswellstown,Porterstown 
(linked to Luttrellstown CC)

Western Building Sys-
tems

2013

23 Dublin 76130P Luttrellstown Community 
College 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2013

24 Laois 14838N Maryborough National School Western Building Sys-
tems

2013
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County Roll No School Contractor Year 
Com-
pleted 

25 Laois 20081O Gaelscoil Portlaoise Western Building Sys-
tems

2013

26 Laois 20347D Portlaoise Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2013

27 Cork City 20354A Cara Jnr (Special) School Western Building Sys-
tems

2014

28 Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown

20425U Gaelscoil Shliabh Rua Western Building Sys-
tems

2015

29 Dublin City 20453C Broombridge Educate Togeth-
er National School  

Western Building Sys-
tems

2016

30 Dublin Belgard 20426W Lucan Community National 
School , Balgaddy Road, 
Lucan

Western Building Sys-
tems

2016

31 Dublin Belgard 20422O Scoil Aoife Community Na-
tional School, City West

Western Building Sys-
tems

2016

32 Dublin Belgard 19872P Scoil Chaitlin Maude Western Building Sys-
tems

2016

33 Meath 20082Q Gaelscoil Tulach na Og, Dun-
boyne

Western Building Sys-
tems

2016

34 Meath 76196W De Lacy College, Ashbourne Western Building Sys-
tems

2016

35 Meath 20382F Gaelscoil na Mí, Ashbourne Western Building Sys-
tems

2016

36 Meath 20396Q Ashbourne Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2016

37 Donegal 20235P Letterkenny Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2017

38 Dublin Belgard 20411J Firhouse Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2017

39 Kildare 20428D Gaelscoil Mhic Aodha Western Building Sys-
tems

2018

40 Wexford 18280I St Joseph’s National School, 
Gorey

Western Building Sys-
tems

2018

41 Galway 20000L Galway Educate Together 
National School 

Western Building Sys-
tems

2018

42 Dublin Belgard 20412L Gaelscoil Teach Giuise Western Building Sys-
tems

2018

06/11/2018WRN02100Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRN02200309. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will accom-
modate two schools (details supplied) that cannot use their building due to building defects; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45102/18]

06/11/2018WRN02300310. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on the 
way in which the costs of remedial works for building work at two schools (details supplied) 
will be met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45103/18]

06/11/2018WRN02400311. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills the expected 
timeframe for the completion of remedial works for two schools (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45104/18]
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06/11/2018WRN02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 309 to 311, inclusive, together.

Precautionary internal and external measures were completed on Sunday, 4 November at the 
two schools in question.  

Arising from a meeting between Department officials and the schools authorities, further 
work is currently being undertaken to minimise the impact of the precautionary measures on 
the smooth running of the school and to address other operational and logistical issues, such as 
traffic management. 

The Department is working closely with the school authorities to facilitate the reopening of 
both schools later in the week.  This will initially be at ground floor level only.  Off-site interim 
accommodation has been arranged for the classes which will temporarily be displaced. 

Further detailed structural investigations will be required to determine the nature and scale 
of the permanent remediation works required at the schools, as well as the timeframe for imple-
mentation.  

The overriding priority of the Department has been, and continues to be, the safety of school 
students and staff. 

06/11/2018WRN02800Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRN02900312. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Education and Skills if there will be a 
review of tendering processes in which companies with a poor record in fire safety and building 
standards will be excluded from future tenders for school building projects; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45105/18]

06/11/2018WRN03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department is aware of 
the issue raised by the Deputy. 

The EU Procurement Directives set the parameters for tendering processes and possible 
exclusion of contractors from same. 

My Department will continue to liaise with and be advised by the Chief State Solicitors Of-
fice on such matters.  

The Department of Education and Skills at all times acts in accordance with public procure-
ment legislation. Under the EU Procurement Directives, it is very difficult to exclude a contrac-
tor from a tendering process.

In terms of future contracts, the Department will at all times act in accordance with the leg-
islation governing public procurement and will take legal advice as necessary.

06/11/2018WRN03100Special Educational Needs Service Provision

06/11/2018WRN03200313. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
(details supplied) may not have a place to start in the ASD unit in a school (details supplied) in 
County Cavan; if the unit will be open in September 2019; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45113/18]

06/11/2018WRN03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is the policy of my Depart-
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ment that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with Autism (ASD), can 
have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the 
primary and post primary school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

The greater proportion of children with Autism attend mainstream classes, but some require 
the environment of a special class or special school. This decision is based on a recommenda-
tion contained within a professional assessment and in consultation with the NCSE. 

Students enrolling in special classes must have a report from a relevant professional or team 
of professionals stating that: 

-  S/he has a disability (in line with the designation of the special placement in question) and

-  S/he has significant learning needs that require the support of a specialised setting and the 
reasons why this is the case.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is re-
sponsible, through its network of local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO’s), for the 
development, delivery and co-ordination of education services to children with Special Edu-
cational Needs, including the establishment of special class and special school placements, in 
consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive (HSE).

The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year, and where special provision is re-
quired in an area it is planned and provided for.

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,459 
across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

124 special schools provide specialist education for those students with the most complex 
special educational needs, including students diagnosed with ASD.  

The local SENOs are available to assist parents to identify appropriate educational place-
ments for children with special educational needs and to discuss their child’s special educa-
tional needs. The local SENO contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to a particular child, I have arranged for the Dep-
uty’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for their attention 
and direct reply. My Department has no role in such cases. 

06/11/2018WRN03400School Staff

06/11/2018WRN03500314. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if school sec-
retaries and bus drivers are paid their wages during the summer holidays; if not, if they have 
to sign for jobseeker’s benefit during school holidays; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45119/18]

06/11/2018WRN03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Though schemes were initi-
ated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Caretakers in primary and 
secondary schools, where staff employed on these schemes are paid directly by the Department, 
these schemes have been largely phased out and have been superseded by the more extensive 
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capitation grant schemes. 

Under these schemes, the majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools in the Free 
Education Scheme now receive assistance to provide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning 
services. Within the schemes, it is a matter for each individual school to decide how best to 
apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs. Where a school uses the capitation grant 
funding to employ a secretary, such staff are employees of individual schools. The terms and 
conditions of employment are a matter for agreement between the school and the individual 
employee and my Department has no role in this.

My Department has recently made significant efforts to improve the pay of school secretar-
ies who are employed using capitation grant assistance. In 2015 my Department engaged with 
the Unions representing school secretaries on negotiations and agreed to enter an independent 
arbitration process on the issue. The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 10% 
between 2016 and 2019 for school secretaries comprehended by the terms of the arbitration pro-
cess and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 for such staff be phased in over the period 2016 
to 2019.  Following the arbitration process, grant funding used by schools to fund the salaries 
of ancillary staff is being improved on a phased basis between 2016 and 2019 in order to enable 
schools to implement the arbitration outcome.

With regard to bus drivers, Bus Éireann operates the school transport scheme on behalf of 
the Department, and issues regarding the terms and conditions and employment status of bus 
drivers under that scheme is a matter for Bus Éireann.

06/11/2018WRN03700Schools Site Acquisitions

06/11/2018WRN03800315. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills the site visits to build-
ing sites for school projects conducted by his Department or by other agents on his behalf, spe-
cifically all visits to sites operated by a company (details supplied) since 2008; and the reports 
and or observations submitted as a result of these visits. [45129/18]

06/11/2018WRN03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under my Department;’s De-
sign Team Procedures, when a contract is awarded the Contractor must provide the Employers 
Representative, before the Starting Date, a detailed programme, in the form set down in the 
Contract, that will permit effective monitoring of the works.

The Contractor is obliged to submit to the Employer’s Representative monthly progress 
reports, in the form set down in the Contract, within 7 days after the end of the month. 

The Employer’s Representative must schedule regular meetings attended by the Contrac-
tor’s Representative and the Employer’s Representative and attended by the Employer’s and 
Contractor’s personnel, as required. The standard approach on school building projects is to 
schedule such site meetings on a fortnightly basis through the construction period. 

Separate to the role of Employer’s Representative, which is an external party appointed by 
the Department under the Public Works Contract, the Department’s own technical staff act as 
client liaison on school building projects constructed under the Design & Build process.  The 
responsibilities of the client liaison include reporting on progress to the Department; bringing 
any potential programme delays to the attention of the Department; keeping the school commu-
nity awaiting completion of the building informed of progress; involving the School Authori-
ties in selecting of internal colour schemes, and ensuring that the contractor is aware of any 
particular project or school requirements. The client liaison is not involved in the certification 
of the works.
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Under the Building Control (Amendment) Regulations introduced in 2014, an Assigned 
Certifier must be appointed.  Since 2014, the Department has appointed an independent quali-
fied third party to act as Assigned Certifier on all Design and Build school projects. 

On school projects designed by the Employer, the lead Architect on the design team usually 
acts as the Assigned Certifier.

The Assigned Certifier coordinates and implements an inspection plan through the construc-
tion process. 

At project completion, the Assigned Certifier gathers the ancillary certificates, which are 
provided by the contractor, its subcontractors and design team, and executes a Certificate of 
Compliance on Completion. 

The Assigned Certifier is not, however, responsible for the supervision of the builder.

Since September 2017, in addition to the Assigned Certifier, the Department now appoints a 
full-time resident Clerk of Works on all major school construction projects. The role of a Clerk 
of Works is to represent the interests of the client with regard to ensuring that the quality of 
both materials and workmanship is in accordance with the architect’s/engineer’s drawings and 
specifications.  This includes inspection of materials and workmanship through the construction 
process.

06/11/2018WRN04000Schools Building Projects Applications

06/11/2018WRN04100316. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Education and Skills the position re-
garding an application for funding by a school (details supplied); if funding will be provided 
for more office space, a new entrance area and two new classrooms; if consideration has been 
given to the lack of space in the classrooms there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45142/18]

06/11/2018WRN04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that my Department has approved funding to the school in question to facilitate the construc-
tion of two mainstream classrooms.  The project has been devolved to the school authority for 
delivery. 

It will be a matter for the school to consider how it will utilise the totality of its accommoda-
tion when the new classrooms have been constructed.

06/11/2018WRN04300Schools Property

06/11/2018WRN04400317. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Education and Skills when the 
structural assessment of a school (details supplied) will commence and cease; the status of the 
proposed interventions and safety measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45148/18]

06/11/2018WRN04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The structural assessment has 
been conducted on the school in question and the outcome is available on the Department’s 
website at www.education.gov.ie.

I wish to assure the Deputy that the safety of school students and staff has been, and will 
continue to be, the Department’s overriding priority during this process.
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06/11/2018WRN04600Education and Training Boards Staff

06/11/2018WRN04700318. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if certifi-
cation will be required in the event that a successful candidate does not have a high degree 
of competence in Irish with regard to positions advertised through the Public Appointments 
Service for CEOs of Kilkenny and Carlow Education and Training Board, Cork Education and 
Training Board and Tipperary Education and Training Board; the certification which will be 
required; if a deadline for completion of this certification will be enforced; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45153/18]

06/11/2018WRN04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Education and Training Boards 
(ETBs) are statutory bodies with their own corporate status established under the Education and 
Training Boards Act 2013, and are responsible for a range of reserved and executive functions 
under that Act. 

The Chief Executive is responsible for performing the executive functions of the board and 
is accountable to the board for the due performance of his or her functions. The Chief Execu-
tive is responsible for ensuring the ETB achieves its strategic aims and objectives including the 
provision, in an efficient and effective manner, of the many and diverse services and activities 
of the ETB in accordance with best practices and is accountable to the board and also to the 
Public Accounts Committee and to other Oireachtas Committees;

Candidates for the role of Chief Executive must be able to demonstrate the following com-
petencies:

- strategic leadership of, or a significant strategic contribution to, a business or organisation 
in one or more of the following sectors – Primary, Secondary, Further Education and Training 
or Third level education - significant experience of governance, administration and financial 
management - significant organisational change management experience at both strategic and 
operational levels - experience of building, leading, motivating and developing successful teams 
- well-developed networks within the education, training and skills environment and/or across 
Government or the wider public sector - experience of embedding the principles of equality 
of opportunity, diversity and inclusiveness within the policies and practices of an organisation

In order to ensure that suitability qualified candidates are available for role of the Chief Ex-
ecutive, they must be in a position to demonstrate the above competencies. The Chief Executive 
may also have to conduct some of his/her business through the medium of Irish so a high degree 
of Irish is desirable but not essential. 

It will ultimately be a matter for the Public Appointment Services to determine the most 
suitably qualified person(s) based on the criteria outlined.

06/11/2018WRN04900Third Level Fees

06/11/2018WRN05000319. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the estimated first 
and full year cost of abolishing third-level fees. [45168/18]

06/11/2018WRN05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
under my Department’s free fees schemes, the Exchequer provides funding toward the tuition 
fee costs of eligible students with students paying an annual student contribution of €3,000.

It is estimated that the net additional cost to my Department of abolishing the Student Con-
tribution is as follows:
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Year * First year Cost Full year cost
2018/19 €67m €203m
* It should be noted that the figures presented incorporate the resulting reduction to my 

Department’s Student Grant Scheme budget based on the assumption of 49% of students who 
may be in receipt of 100% of the SUSI grant including the student contribution.  The first year 
figures are taken as a third of the full year figures. 

It is important to recognise that there has been no increase in the Student Contribution since 
2015. The exchequer pays this contribution (or part of it) on behalf of almost 50% of under-
graduate students who are in receipt of student grant assistance.

Tax relief provisions may also be available so that second and subsequent siblings do not 
have to bear the full cost. details are available at www.revenue.ie.  

In addition, higher education institutions have provisions in place to allow students to pay 
the contribution in two moieties. 

06/11/2018WRN05200Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

06/11/2018WRN05300320. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the measures 
in place at Caranua to deal with the influx of applications since the announcement of the cessa-
tion date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45172/18]

06/11/2018WRN05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Caranua is an independent 
statutory body established under the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012.  My 
understanding is that there hasn’t been an influx of applications since the announcement of 
the cessation date.   Under the protocol for the provision of information to Members of the 
Oireachtas by State Bodies under the aegis of Government Departments/Offices (Reference 
DPE 022/026/2016), Caranua operate a dedicated e-mail address oireachtas@caranua.ie for 
queries from members of the Oireachtas which I would refer the Deputy to for a response to her 
query.  As set out in that same protocol, Ministers are not directly accountable for the day to day 
operational matters of State bodies.

06/11/2018WRN05500Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Board

06/11/2018WRN05600321. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number 
of persons offered one to one meetings with Caranua by month to date in 2018; the number of 
such meetings that took place by month to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45173/18]

06/11/2018WRN05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Caranua is an independent 
statutory body established under the Residential Institutions Statutory Fund Act 2012.  From 
the last meeting my officials had with Caranua, I understand that Caranua reported that a num-
ber of face to face meetings had taken place with applicants in Caranua’s office.  It is, however, 
an operational matter and under the protocol for the provision of information to Members of 
the Oireachtas by State Bodies under the aegis of Government Departments/Offices (Reference 
DPE 022/026/2016), Caranua operate a dedicated e-mail address oireachtas@caranua.ie for 
queries from members of the Oireachtas.  As set out in that same protocol, Ministers are not 
directly accountable for the day to day operational matters of State bodies.  I will, however, ask 
Caranua to respond directly to the Deputy with this information.
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06/11/2018WRN05800Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRN05900322. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a 
school building project (details supplied) in County Mayo; the timeframe for allowing the proj-
ect to go to tender; the reason for the delay in allowing the project to go to tender; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45174/18]

06/11/2018WRN06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) Detailed 
Design which includes the application for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access 
Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The stage 2(b) submission has been reviewed by my Department and the school and its 
Design Team have recently been authorised to commence the pre-qualification of contractors 
process to select short-lists of contractors for the main and reserved specialist contracts. Pre-
qualification normally takes between 8 and 12 weeks to complete.

When pre-qualification is complete the project will then be progressed to tender stage.  A 
tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.

06/11/2018WRN06100Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRN06200323. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a company 
(details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or renovate proj-
ects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which it was built; 
if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since construction; the 
details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45198/18]

06/11/2018WRN06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The full list of schools built by 
the company in question is available on my Department’s website at www.education.ie.  

A fire safety assessment programme was initiated in 2017 on 30 schools constructed by the 
company in the details supplied. This follows previous fire safety assessments of all schools 
constructed in 2008 by the same company.

06/11/2018WRN06400ERASMUS Programme

06/11/2018WRN06500324. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the EU Erasmus+ education and training programme is now being 
used for training in complex weapon systems and ballistics (details supplied); and if he will 
request the Higher Education Authority and all higher education institutes here to withdraw 
from all activities relating to this programme in view of the fact that Ireland is a neutral state. 
[45213/18]

06/11/2018WRN06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Erasmus+ is the EU’s flag-
ship programme for Education, Training, Youth and Sport for 2014-2020. It aims to make a 
contribution to meeting the key challenges facing Europe to boost growth and jobs and to foster 
social equity and inclusion. Erasmus+ will provide opportunities for over 4 million Europe-
ans to study, train, gain work experience and volunteer abroad. The Programme aims to boost 
skills and employability, while supporting the modernisation of education, training and youth 
systems. The programme is of huge significance to Ireland, with an allocation of €169m over 
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the seven year duration. The funding for 2017 was in excess of €19m with significant increases 
expected annually to 2020. 

The section of the Erasmus+ 2019 programme guide referred to, relates to the sector skills 
alliances supporting the design and delivery of joint vocational training curricula, programmes 
and teaching and training methodologies, drawing on evidence of trends in a specific economic 
sector and skills needed in order to perform in one or more professional fields. These actions 
under Erasmus+ are managed on a centralised basis by the Erasmus Executive Agency in Brus-
sels.

The HEA and Léargas, as National Agencies for Erasmus+, are responsible for administer-
ing de-centralised funding, and therefore have no role in allocating funding under the section of 
the programme guide that the Deputy refers to.  

The EU provides funding for education, training and skills development of its citizens, 
many areas of which are transversal in nature that may be applied to many areas of employment 
and enterprise.  It is for each Member State to identify its own priorities in its education and 
training policies, and to apply EU funding accordingly.  The funding of such education, train-
ing and upskilling seeks to improve the employability and competitiveness of EU citizens and 
does not imply any support for particular downstream uses of those skills or qualifications in 
the labour market.

With regard to the Deputy’s reference to the fact that Ireland is a neutral state, the Irish 
Government is fully committed to Ireland’s longstanding policy of military neutrality, which is 
characterised by non-participation in military alliances. 

06/11/2018WRN06700School Transport

06/11/2018WRN06800325. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will sanction 
funding through the NTA initially on a pilot basis for the provision of a school bus service to 
schools (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45217/18]

06/11/2018WRN06900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available re-
sources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.  School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf 
of my Department. 

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

Children are eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criterion and are attend-
ing their nearest school.

A minimum number of 10 eligible children residing in a distinct locality, as determined by 
Bus Éireann, are required before consideration may be given to the establishment or retention 
of school transport services, provided this can be done within reasonable cost limits. 

Families of eligible children, for whom there is no school transport service available, are 
eligible for the remote area grant towards the cost of making private transport arrangements.
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It is not within my remit to sanction funding to the organisation referred to by the Deputy 
under the School Transport Scheme. 

The terms of the scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.

06/11/2018WRN07000School Staff

06/11/2018WRN07100326. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
approval will be given to the recruitment of a secretary post for a school (details supplied); if his 
attention has been drawn to the significant increased administrative burden at the school due to 
its size; if his attention has been further drawn to the retirement of its second school secretary 
at the end of the last academic year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45228/18]

06/11/2018WRN07200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department provides fund-
ing for 1 Clerical Officer, 2 Caretakers and 4,978 annual cleaning hours to the school referred 
to by the Deputy. This is in addition to funding the salary of the Secretary who has now retired.

Under current arrangements schools are permitted to fill Clerical Officer and Caretaker va-
cancies up to a max of 1 Clerical Officer and 1 Caretaker.  In this regard my Department is not 
in a position to sanction the replacement of the Secretary that retired in the school referred to 
by the Deputy.

My Department acknowledges the need to improve the arrangements with regard to the re-
placement of Secretaries and Caretakers, particularly for the larger schools.  However, progress 
on this is dependent on the availability of additional budgetary funding.  While Budget 2019 
has provided for improvements in basic arrangements, the Department is not yet in a position 
to fund the employment of additional secretaries. 

Schools are permitted discretion in the use of the Schools Services Support Fund in ac-
cordance with their own needs and priorities.  However, the provision of secretarial and main-
tenance services is a particular focus of this fund which is a significant resource for schools 
in regard to employing additional administrative and maintenance staff. The grant paid to the 
school in question for the 2017/18 school year amounted to €107,547.

The Schools Services Support Fund was increased by €2 to €113 per pupil in 2016 and by 
€3 to €116 per pupil in 2017 and by €2.50 to €118.50 per pupil in 2018 to enable schools imple-
ment pay increases for ancillary staff arising from the unwinding of FEMPI.

06/11/2018WRO00200Schools Health and Safety

06/11/2018WRO00300327. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of the 
structural investigation carried out by in respect of two schools (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45235/18]

06/11/2018WRO00400328. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when 
structural examinations will be carried out in order to ensure that there are no safety concerns 
with two school buildings (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45237/18]

06/11/2018WRO00500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 327 and 328 together.
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The structural assessments have been conducted on the schools in question and the outcome 
is available on the Department’s website at www.education.gov.ie.

I wish to assure the Deputy that the safety of school students and staff has been, and will 
continue to be, the Department’s overriding priority during this process.

06/11/2018WRO00700State Examinations

06/11/2018WRO00800329. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a student 
can sit their German leaving certificate exam a year early; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45302/18]

06/11/2018WRO00900352. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a person 
(details supplied) can be permitted to sit a leaving certificate exam a year early; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45668/18]

06/11/2018WRO01000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 329 and 352 together.

A number of requests to undertake the Senior Cycle (Leaving Certificate) programme over 
a one-year period are received each year, the Department under its rules does not provide for 
this option.  This is because the programme, both in breadth and depth, was purposely designed 
to be covered over two academic years and not one. The Department has a responsibility to all 
students to ensure that sufficient time is given to them to fully cover the Leaving Certificate 
programme and to allow them prepare for the terminal examinations. 

The Department also has a duty to ensure that the Rules and Programmes for Secondary 
Schools   are implemented correctly and that all students are treated in a fair and equitable man-
ner. Section VI – Certificates and Examinations - Rule 35 of the Rules sets out the eligibility 
criteria for admission to the Leaving Certificate examination. This rule requires all candidates 
to have completed a Leaving Certificate course as a recognised senior pupil in a second-level 
school for not less than two years.

06/11/2018WRO01100School Transport

06/11/2018WRO01200330. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to 
restore part-time positions to the school bus network (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45311/18]

06/11/2018WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

Bus Éireann has advised that there are currently 347 part-time school bus drivers operating 
school transport services nationally.   

In the event of circumstances arising such as those referred to by the Deputy, Bus Éireann 
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local offices will arrange replacement cover to ensure there is no disruption to services bringing 
children to and from school. 

Inability to provide such cover may only arise where insufficient notice is given to secure 
an alternative resource.

06/11/2018WRO01400Special Educational Needs Service Provision

06/11/2018WRO01500331. Deputy Marcella Corcoran Kennedy asked the Minister for Education and Skills if 
his attention has been drawn to the need for an autism spectrum disorder, ASD, primary educa-
tion classroom at a school (details supplied); if consideration has been given to the impact that 
his Department’s decision will have; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45330/18]

06/11/2018WRO01600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): It is the policy of my Depart-
ment that all children with Special Educational Needs, including those with Autism (ASD), can 
have access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the 
primary and post primary school network. 

Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

The greater proportion of children with Autism attend mainstream classes, but some require 
the environment of a special class or special school.  This decision is based on a recommenda-
tion contained within a professional assessment and in consultation with the NCSE. 

Students enrolling in special classes must have a report from a relevant professional or team 
of professionals stating that: 

-  S/he has a disability (in line with the designation of the special placement in question) and

-  S/he has significant learning needs that require the support of a specialised setting and the 
reasons why this is the case.

The Deputy will be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is re-
sponsible, through its network of local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO’s), for the 
development, delivery and co-ordination of education services to children with Special Edu-
cational Needs, including the establishment of special class and special school placements, in 
consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive (HSE).

The NCSE is aware of emerging need from year to year, and where special provision is re-
quired in an area it is planned and provided for.

Since 2011, the NCSE has increased the number of special classes from 548 in 2011 to 1,459 
across the country now, of which 1,196 are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special classes. 

124 special schools provide specialist education for those students with the most complex 
special educational needs, including students diagnosed with ASD.  

The local SENOs are available to assist parents to identify appropriate educational place-
ments for children with special educational needs and to discuss their child’s special educa-
tional needs. b The local SENO contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.

As the matter raised by the Deputy refers to provision in a particular school, I have arranged 



6 November 2018

159

for the Deputy’s question to be forwarded to the National Council for Special Education for 
direct reply.  My Department has no role in making determinations in such cases.

06/11/2018WRO01700Student Universal Support Ireland

06/11/2018WRO01800332. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a 
person (details supplied) was refused their application for a SUSI grant in view of the fact that 
they were accepted by a university for a place for a bachelors degree; his views on whether it 
would be inappropriate and unfair to halt them pursuing their education due to a lack of funds 
as a result of the refusal of a grant; if SUSI will review this case on the basis that they have been 
accepted onto the desired course; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45372/18]

06/11/2018WRO01900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I wish to advise the Deputy 
that the applicant in question is not the subject of an appeal to the Student Grant Appeals Board. 

However, as part of a comprehensive customer service and communications strategy pro-
vided by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues are 
open to applicants to receive the information they need, a dedicated email and phone line ser-
vice is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas members. This was established to meet an identified 
need for applicants who choose to engage the assistance of their public representatives in mak-
ing enquiries about their grant applications.This service complements the established channels 
provided by SUSI which include online application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone 
helpdesk, email and social media, including Facebook and Twitter. Enquiries may be emailed 
direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are responding to email queries within a 
matter of days.

06/11/2018WRO02000Special Educational Needs Staff

06/11/2018WRO02100333. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45385/18]

06/11/2018WRO02200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for allocating a quantum of Special Needs Assistant 
(SNA) support for each school annually taking into account the assessed care needs of children 
qualifying for SNA support enrolled in the school. 

The NCSE allocates SNA support to schools in accordance with the criteria set out in De-
partment Circular 0030/2014, which is available on the Department’s website at www.educa-
tion.ie, in order that students who have care needs can access SNA support as and when it is 
needed.  

My Department’s policy is to ensure that every child who is assessed as needing SNA sup-
port will receive access to such support. 

As this question relates to a particular school, I have referred the question to the NCSE for 
their direct reply.  I do not have a role in making determinations in individual cases.

06/11/2018WRO02300School Services Staff

06/11/2018WRO02400334. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status 
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of his position regarding making school secretaries direct employees of his Department; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45386/18]

06/11/2018WRO02500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Though schemes were initi-
ated in 1978 and 1979 for the employment of Clerical Officers and Caretakers in primary and 
secondary schools, where staff employed on these schemes are paid directly by the Department, 
these schemes have been largely phased out and have been superseded by the more extensive 
capitation grant schemes. 

Under these schemes, the majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools in the Free 
Education Scheme now receive assistance to provide for secretarial, caretaking and cleaning 
services.  Within the schemes, it is a matter for each individual school to decide how best to 
apply the grant funding to suit its particular needs.  Where a school uses the capitation grant 
funding to employ a secretary, such staff are employees of individual schools. 

My Department has recently made significant efforts to improve the pay of school secretar-
ies who are employed using capitation grant assistance.  In 2015 my Department engaged with 
the Unions representing school secretaries on negotiations and agreed to enter an independent 
arbitration process on the issue.  The Arbitrator recommended a cumulative pay increase of 
10% between 2016 and 2019 for school secretaries comprehended by the terms of the arbitra-
tion process and that a minimum hourly pay rate of €13 for such staff be phased in over the 
period 2016 to 2019.  Following the arbitration process, grant funding used by schools to fund 
the salaries of ancillary staff is being improved on a phased basis between 2016 and 2019 in 
order to enable schools to implement the arbitration outcome.

06/11/2018WRO02600Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRO02700335. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the appoint-
ment of an architect to a school project (details supplied) will be prioritised in order that the 
school can proceed to planning without delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45400/18]

06/11/2018WRO02800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project 
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2 
(b) - Detailed Design.  The tender process to appoint a replacement architect for this project was 
completed on 26th July 2018.

The replacement architect is currently reviewing the Stage 2(b) tender documentation.  The 
Design Team is also working on the completion of a submission to the Department outlining the 
steps required to ensure the new school building will be a Near Zero Energy Building (NZEB) 
in compliance with Part L of the current Building Regulations. 

The Department understands from the consultant architect that a planning application for 
photovoltaic (PV) cells will be needed to meet NZEB requirements and work on this is cur-
rently being progressed by the Design Team.

Upon receipt and review of the revised Stage 2(b) submission, which will include the De-
sign Team’s NZEB proposal, the Department will revert to the school regarding the further 
progression of the project.

06/11/2018WRO02900Schools Refurbishment
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06/11/2018WRO03000336. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills his plans to fi-
nance a deep energy retrofit of schools over the coming years to meet climate change targets. 
[45432/18]

06/11/2018WRO03100337. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
schools that have been financed and the relevant work carried out in order to reach the neces-
sary standards of a deep energy retrofit in each of the years 2015 to 2017 and to date in 2018; 
his plans for 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45437/18]

06/11/2018WRO03200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 336 and 337 together.

In the National Development Plan (2018-2027) €2.5bn is identified for the refurbishment 
and construction of schools. Part of this is intended for a deep energy retrofit of schools built 
prior to 2008.

My Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland are currently involved in 
an energy efficiency retrofit pilot scheme for schools. The longer-term outcome of this  scheme 
will be to create an accurate and scalable model for energy efficient retrofits of schools across 
the country.

This pilot commenced in 2017 when ten schools received energy retrofits.  In 2018, six 
schools received retrofits.  For 2019 we are hoping to expand this programme.    

Energy Conservation Measures delivered to date include fabric (roofs, walls, glazing and 
doors), heating (boilers, controls, Building Management systems), and electrical (LED lighting 
and solar PV).

06/11/2018WRO03400Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRO03500338. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the details of 
engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his Department has had 
with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45456/18]

06/11/2018WRO03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Neither myself nor the Min-
isters of State in my Department have met or have had correspondence with the individual/
companies named, within the past three years.

06/11/2018WRO03700Schools Building Projects Administration

06/11/2018WRO03800339. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the procedure 
for ensuring contracted builders are on track with works on schools; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45483/18]

06/11/2018WRO03900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under my Department’s De-
sign Team Procedures, when a contract is awarded the Contractor must provide the Employer’s 
Representative, before the Starting Date, a detailed programme, in the form set down in the 
Contract, that will permit effective monitoring of the works.

The Contractor is obliged to submit to the Employer’s Representative monthly progress 
reports, in the form set down in the Contract, within 7 days after the end of the month. 
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Each progress report shall include (in particular but not limited to): 

-  A detailed description of progress against the Contractor’s current programme

-  Details of when any instructions to be given by the Employer’s Representative will be 
required, and any that are outstanding

-  Details of when any Works Items or other things to be given by the Employer will be re-
quired, and any that are outstanding

-  Details of any Delay Events and Compensation Events that have occurred during the pe-
riod, or are unresolved

-  Details of any accidents, injuries, hazardous incidents, environmental incidents, labour 
relations problems and public relations problems concerning or affecting the Works

-  Details of anything that might have an adverse effect on the execution of the Works, the 
steps the Contractor is taking or proposes to take to reduce those risks, and any steps that the 
Contractor proposes that the Employer or the Employer’s Personnel take to reduce those risks

-  Anything else relevant to a progress report that the Employer’s Representative directs.

The Employer’s Representative must schedule regular meetings attended by the Contrac-
tor’s Representative and the Employer’s Representative and attended by the Employer’s and 
Contractor’s personnel, as required.  Within 5 working days after each meeting the Employer’s 
Representative shall issue minutes of the meeting to the Employer and the Contractor.

Interim payment certificates, based on the interim recommendations prepared by the Quan-
tity Surveyor, must be prepared and issued by the Employer’s Representative to the Contractor 
and then submitted by the Contractor, through the Client, to the Department for processing and 
payment.

A Project Review report must be prepared by the Employer’s Representative and Quantity 
Surveyor jointly on the Template Progress Report Form (available at www.education.ie) and 
submitted to the Client monthly i.e. together with each Interim payment certificate.  An elec-
tronic copy of same must also be sent (by the ER) to both the Client and to the appropriate 
Department Officer.

Each Progress Report must be completed in full and must contain all Change Orders since 
the previous certificate.

Where any change orders outside the Employer’s Representative’s limitations of Authority 
were authorised by the Employer’s Representative without approval a full explanation must be 
submitted. (Refer also to Change Orders)

The Employer’s Representative must report on any critical delays in the Contract Pro-
gramme and the causes of any such delays, implications for the Client i.e. alternative temporary 
accommodation requirements, and what actions have been/are being taken under the contract 
to mitigate such delays.  It should (where appropriate) include brief statements from the Civil/
Structural Engineer and Services Engineer, comparing progress to date with the agreed Con-
tract Programme.

The Quantity Surveyor must comment in the Progress Report Form on actual cash-flow and 
compare it to the forecast/programmed cash flow.  Any significant variance between actual cash 
flow and forecast cash flow, and its relationship with works progress relative to the Contract 
Programme must be fully explained.
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The Client must in turn send a hardcopy of that Progress Report Letter directly to the De-
partment with the original certificate.

06/11/2018WRO04000Schools Building Regulations

06/11/2018WRO04100340. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment has supervisors employed to oversee the building of new schools and extensions; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45484/18]

06/11/2018WRO04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Under the Building Control 
(Amendment) Regulations introduced in 2014, an Assigned Certifier must be appointed.  Since 
2014, the Department has appointed an independent qualified third party to act as Assigned 
Certifier on all Design and Build school projects. 

On school projects designed by the Employer, the lead Architect on the design team usually 
acts as the Assigned Certifier.  The Assigned Certifier coordinates and implements an inspection 
plan through the construction process.  

At project completion, the Assigned Certifier gathers the ancillary certificates, which are 
provided by the contractor, its subcontractors and design team, and executes a Certificate of 
Compliance on Completion. 

The Assigned Certifier is not, however, responsible for the supervision of the builder. 

Since September 2017, in addition to the Assigned Certifier, the Department now appoints 
a full-time resident Clerk of Works on all major school construction projects to be on-site daily

The role of a Clerk of Works is to represent the interests of the client with regard to ensur-
ing that the quality of both materials and workmanship is in accordance with the architect’s/
engineer’s drawings and specifications.  This includes inspection of materials and workmanship 
through the construction process.

Separate to the role of Employer’s Representative, which is an external party appointed by 
the Department under the Public Works Contract, the Department’s own technical staff act as 
client liaison on school building projects constructed under the Design & Build process.  The 
responsibilities of the client liaison include reporting on progress to the Department; bringing 
any potential programme delays to the attention of the Department; keeping the school commu-
nity awaiting completion of the building informed of progress; involving the School Authorities 
in selecting of internal colour schemes, and ensuring that the contractor is aware of any particu-
lar project or school requirements. 

The client liaison is not involved in the certification of the works. It is important to make a 
distinction between completion and compliance - it is the responsibility of the contractor and/
or designer to ensure compliance with building standards.

06/11/2018WRO04300Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRO04400341. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if changes to 
the procedures for tendering and monitoring of school builds and extensions will be considered 
in view of recent closures of schools due to safety concerns. [45485/18]

06/11/2018WRO04500Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department’s first priority 
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is safety.

My Department will separately be looking at the issues arising, including the need for any 
changes to existing procedures.

06/11/2018WRO04600Schools Building Projects

06/11/2018WRO04700342. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if his Depart-
ment received a report (details supplied) in relation to a school; and the action taken when this 
report was received. [45486/18]

06/11/2018WRO04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that the report 
referred to by the Deputy was received in my Department in May 2018.  The report was referred 
to the Consultant Architect engaged on the project who subsequently arranged for the original 
contractor to carry out the necessary repairs over the summer holiday period. 

My Department has received confirmation from the Architect that all necessary remedial 
works were completed by the end of July 2018. 

06/11/2018WRO04900Sexual Offences Data

06/11/2018WRO05000343. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if data is avail-
able on the prevalence of sexual violence or harassment in third-level institutions; if so, if he 
will provide such data; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45497/18]

06/11/2018WRO05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In 2017 the ESHTE project 
published A review of data on the prevalence of sexual violence and harassment of women 
students in higher education.  The report provides an overview of EU level data and research 
and includes a country level report prepared by the National Womens Council of Ireland.  It 
reported for example that in Ireland 11% of women students surveyed have been subjected to 
unwanted sexual contact, 5% were rape survivors with further 3% survivors of attempted rape, 
and 31% of women reported feeling harassed.

All of our publically funded third level institutions provide a range of student-support ser-
vices, including counselling and health services to their students.  In conjunction with these 
services, the third level institutions support the student unions in their campaigns and initiatives 
on sexual health for the students. 

In recent years a number of the third level institutions have established sexual consent pro-
grammes and workshops for their students.  These programmes and workshops have a signifi-
cant positive impact on the students.  On 4th   October 2018 the Minister for State for Higher 
Education brought together representatives from the higher education institutions, students 
unions and other stakeholders for a meeting on consent and tackling sexual violence in third 
level education.  The Minister is examining the issues that were discussed at the meeting, and 
is establishing a working group to devise a toolkit of appropriate initiatives / interventions that 
would be made available to the Higher Education Institutions to deploy within their institutions. 

06/11/2018WRO05200Education and Training Boards Data

06/11/2018WRO05300344. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
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persons receiving adult literacy and numeracy tuition from Tipperary Education and Training 
Board, ETB, adult literacy services in each of the past five years; the amount of funding spent 
on adult literacy tuition in the county for each of the past five years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45500/18]

06/11/2018WRO05400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
The delivery and enhancement of adult literacy and numeracy provision is being driven through 
the implementation of the Further Education and Training (FET) Literacy and Numeracy Strat-
egy which is contained in the FET Strategy 2014-19.  My Department, along with SOLAS, the 
Education and Training Boards (ETBs) and partner agencies are collaborating on the ongoing 
development and enhancement of the structures required to progress its implementation.  The 
strategy sets out 12 inter- related elements which aim to promote, develop and encourage lit-
eracy and numeracy skills in the adult population. 

Progress to date includes the development and launch of the national awareness campaign, 
‘Take the First Step’, development of national guidelines for the initial and on-going screening 
and assessment of participants and the publication of a number of research projects including 
the examination of integrating literacy and numeracy in FET programmes and an examination 
of barriers to participation in FET programmes.  This year SOLAS has commissioned NALA to 
progress the evidence base to inform best practice in relation to family learning.  It is envisaged 
that Family Learning Best Practice Guidelines   will be available in early 2019.

The ETB Adult Literacy Service provides programmes with accreditation at NQF levels  
1-4.  The adult literacy programme is informed by a set of operational guidelines that include 
guidance on initial assessment and engagement and the importance of more intensive provi-
sion to support literacy acquisition.  Less intensive provision can be useful in welcoming and 
engaging new learners back into education, but the guidelines recognise that more intensive 
approaches are required to enable progression.

Adult literacy provision in Tipperary ETB is available in 14 main centres around the county. 
Provision for adult literacy in Tipperary ETB is delivered through a number of programmes, 
including;

- Adult Literacy groups (small groups)- Intensive Tuition in Adult Basic Education (ITABE)- 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)- Skills for Work - workplace literacy cours-
es- Voluntary Literacy provision (one-to-one tuition)- Family Learning Programmes

Details of the allocation of funding for adult literacy programmes, and the numbers of par-
ticipants of adult literacy programmes, in Tipperary ETB from 2014 to mid-2018 are set out in 
the following table.

Adult literacy participants and funding 2014 – mid-2018

Year Participants Budget
2014 1,019 plus 351 ESOL €793,605 + ESOL €35,686
2015 1,088 plus 501 ESOL €873,040 + ESOL €106,011
2016 1,252 plus 583 ESOL €831,256 + ESOL €124,306
2017 2,034 plus 514 ESOL €1,019,581 + ESOL 

€121,811
2018 (mid-year) 1,514 plus 368 ESOL €445,613 + ESOL €98,722
*ESOL= English for Speakers of Other Languages
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06/11/2018WRO05500School Accommodation

06/11/2018WRO05600345. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Education and Skills the progress made 
on the site identified for the permanent building for a school (details supplied) on the Novara 
road campus in view of the urgency of the situation that the school now finds itself in; when 
construction of the new building is due to commence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45502/18]

06/11/2018WRO05700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Deputy will be aware that 
a major capital project for the provision of permanent accommodation for the school in question 
is being addressed through my Department’s Capital Programme.

It is envisaged that permanent accommodation for the school will be provided through a 
campus arrangement with a local Institute of Further Education on its current site.  This project 
will also include the redevelopment and provision of enhanced accommodation for the Insti-
tute. In the context of initiating architectural planning for the project, my Department is liaising 
with the relevant Education and Training Board and will be in further contact with the school’s 
Parton in this regard.

06/11/2018WRO05800Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRO05900346. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the status of a proj-
ect (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45526/18]

06/11/2018WRO06000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): As the Deputy will be aware, 
the school to which she refers operates under the patronage of the local Education and Training 
Board (ETB).  The ETB has informed my Department that the long term accommodation needs 
of the school are being reviewed and that it will revert to my Department when this process has 
been completed.

06/11/2018WRO06100Minor Works Scheme Payments

06/11/2018WRO06200347. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education and Skills when payment 
under the 2018 minor works grants scheme will issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45572/18]

06/11/2018WRO06300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): On 14 September 2018, the 
announcement of the major package of investment in education under Project Ireland 2040 
confirmed that, starting this year, all primary schools will receive the €29 million minor works 
grant in either December or early January of each school year. 

I expect to make an announcement shortly with regard to the timing of the payment of the 
Minor Works Grant for the current school year.   

06/11/2018WRO06400Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRO06500348. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education and Skills when building 
works will commence for a new school building (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45585/18]
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06/11/2018WRO06600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The current status of the major 
building project referred to by the Deputy is that the process of acquiring a suitable site to fa-
cilitate the proposed building project has been completed.  The project brief has been finalised 
and this project will be progressed under the new ADAPT 2019-2021 programme.  

ADAPT is an accelerated programme which uses a professional external Project Manager 
to coordinate and drive the respective design teams on each project.

06/11/2018WRO06700State Examinations

06/11/2018WRO06800349. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if it is a mat-
ter for each school whether or not the leaving certificate applied programme is offered to the 
students in respect of second-level schools that have an autism spectrum disorder, ASD, unit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45588/18]

06/11/2018WRO06900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Leaving Certificate Ap-
plied (LCA) programme is one of a number of options made available by my Department for 
Senior Cycle students which schools can choose from. The LCA programme is a two-year 
Leaving Certificate programme aimed at preparing students for adult and working life.  The 
programme sets out to recognise the talents of all students and to provide opportunities for 
developing personal responsibility, self-esteem and self-knowledge, and to help students apply 
what they learn to the real world.

It is the responsibility and choice of each individual school to decide to put in place the 
LCA programme, based on the educational needs and interests of their students.  It is also for 
schools to decide on the admittance of a student to the programme in their school. Schools are 
encouraged to provide maximum access to these options and to have clear procedures in place 
regarding how the available places are allocated to students.

My Department is committed to supporting this programme, which is appropriate for mem-
bers of the student cohort whose needs, aptitudes and learning styles are not fully catered for 
by the other two Leaving Certificate programmes (Leaving Cert Established and Leaving Cert 
Vocational Programme).  That is why I have asked the National Council for Curriculum and 
Assessment to consider the LCA, as part of its review of Senior Cycle which is currently un-
derway.  This review will help to ensure curriculum development continues to respond to the 
changing needs of learners, society and the economy.

06/11/2018WRO07000SOLAS Training and Education Programmes Certification

06/11/2018WRO07100350. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
address a matter (details supplied) regarding SOLAS; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45592/18]

06/11/2018WRO07200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
Safe Pass is a one day health and safety awareness programme, which aims to provide those that 
work in construction environments with a level of basic knowledge and awareness of evolving 
health and safety standards and practices.  The Safe Pass programme is administered by SO-
LAS and operated by a network of mainly private SOLAS approved training providers. 

The primary objective of the Safe Pass programme is, over the course of time, to reduce 
construction related fatalities, injuries and illnesses by decreasing the number and frequency of 
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construction site accidents by raising the level of health and safety knowledge and awareness 
across the construction sector.  The Safe Pass Programme is continually developed in line with 
international best practice to ensure the content of the programme is current, fit for purpose and 
keeps abreast of changes in safety legislation, developing best practice in safe behaviour on 
site and the ever changing profile of the workforce and work environment in the construction 
industry.  

A valid Safe Pass card can only be obtained upon successful completion of the Safe Pass 
Safety Awareness training programme.  It is a condition of renewal of the registration card that 
participants must update their safety awareness training every four years, which is fully sup-
ported by all partners within the construction sector.  The purpose of the current amendment to 
the regulations is to provide clarity to the renewal process.

06/11/2018WRP00200Special Educational Needs

06/11/2018WRP00300351. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will 
address a matter (details supplied) regarding access to a SENO; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45604/18]

06/11/2018WRP00400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The National Council for Spe-
cial Education (NCSE) is responsible, through its network of Special Educational Needs Or-
ganisers (SENOs), for fulfilling the functions of the NCSE Council within a designated area in 
relation to the identification of and delivery and co-ordination of education services to children 
with disabilities.The NCSE employs SENOs to provide a nationwide system of local services. 
Each SENO has responsibility for specific schools, primary, post primary and special, within 
their area. In general, the role of the SENO ensures that a child with special educational needs 
receives the supports they are entitled to.There are currently 83 sanctioned SENO posts in the 
NCSE. These include 1 Head of Local Services, 9 Senior SENO posts and 73 SENO posts. 
Since 2014, the number of SENO posts have increased from 67 to 73 while the NCSE’s SENO 
management structure was strengthened in 2014, with the creation of a new professional post 
of Head of Local Services to directly manage the SENO grades. 

In addition, from 21st March 2017, the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the Na-
tional Behavioural Support Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for Children who 
are Deaf/Hard of Hearing and Children who are Blind/Visually Impaired (VTHVI) transferred 
from my Department to the NCSE and joined with the services already being provided by NC-
SE’s SENOs and administrative staff to form a new NCSE Support Service. This new service, 
which significantly increases the NCSE’s support service by over 100, aims to develop schools’ 
capacity to include students with special educational needs and to promote a continuum of edu-
cational provision which is inclusive and responsive.

SENOs are available to advise parents in relation to supports which may be available to sup-
port children with special educational needs. The local SENO contact details are available on 
the NCSE’s website at: http://ncse.ie/seno-contact-list.

  Question No. 352 answered with Question No. 329.

06/11/2018WRP00600Early Retirement Scheme

06/11/2018WRP00700353. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a derogation 
on an early retirement ill health pension payment will be provided to a person (details supplied) 
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to allow them to take up part-time therapeutic work and teaching; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45708/18]

06/11/2018WRP00800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The person to whom the Dep-
uty refers was awarded early retirement with a pension on grounds of ill health some years ago. 

When assessing an application for retirement on grounds of ill health, the Department must 
be satisfied that the terms of the pension scheme have been complied with.  It must be deter-
mined based on medical evidence that the teacher is incapable by reason of infirmity of mind or 
body of discharging his/her duties as a teacher and that the infirmity is likely to be permanent.  

A teacher who is awarded pension early on medical grounds may not subsequently engage 
in teaching. Where, however, a full recovery is made and a teacher wishes to return to teaching, 
prior to taking up any appointment  , fresh medical evidence of fitness from the teacher’s cur-
rent treating physician must be submitted for review by the Occupational Health Service (OHS) 
engaged by my Department.  

Where a teacher is deemed by the OHS as fit to teach it is open to him/her to seek a teaching 
post.  Where medical fitness to teach has been satisfactorily established, payment of pension 
benefits will then cease. The teachers’ pension scheme does not provide for a derogation as 
outlined by the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRP00900Schools Building Projects Data

06/11/2018WRP01000354. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
contractors who have registered their interest in the construction of a new school (details sup-
plied) by the closing date for receipt of same of 1 November 2018; when actual tenders will be 
invited for the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45729/18]

06/11/2018WRP01100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The closing date for pre-qual-
ification of contractors was November 1 2018 at 5pm.

17 potential main contractors have expressed an interest in the project.  An assessment of 
the submissions is to commence this week, arising from which further information may be re-
quested and a short list will be prepared. 

Following this process, the pre-qualified contractors will be invited to submit tenders for the 
major building project.

06/11/2018WRP01200Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRP01300355. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if the required 
clarifications have been received from the vendor of the site for schools (details supplied); if 
satisfactory, if a design team will be appointed for both projects; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45730/18]

06/11/2018WRP01400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Engagement with the vendor 
is still ongoing in respect of outstanding clarifications regarding the proposed school site acqui-
sition. Progress is being made on aspects of the proposed sale, however the appointment of a 
design team cannot be progressed at this juncture - I can assure you that officials in my Depart-
ment are working to do so as soon as is possible.
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06/11/2018WRP01500Schools Building Projects Data

06/11/2018WRP01600356. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if tenders have 
now been invited for the construction of a new school (details supplied) from the short-list of 
candidates drawn up after the pre-qualification process; if so, the closing date for receipt of 
tenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45731/18]

06/11/2018WRP01700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project re-
ferred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) – Detailed 
Design which includes the application for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access 
Cert and the preparation of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.  

The outcome of the pre-qualification process has been notified to contractors who expressed 
interest in tendering for this project.  Feedback and issues arising from same are currently being 
dealt with by the school and its Design Team.  When this process has concluded the project will 
then be progressed to tender stage.

A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.

  Question No. 357 answered with Question No. 307.

06/11/2018WRP01900Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRP02000358. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Education and Skills if a design team 
has been appointed for the refurbishment and extension to a school (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45734/18]

06/11/2018WRP02100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The current status of the major 
building project referred to by the Deputy is that the project brief has been finalised.  It is envis-
aged that this project will be progressed under the new ADAPT 2019-2021 programme.  

ADAPT is an accelerated programme which uses a professional external Project Manager 
to coordinate and drive the respective design teams on each project.

 A design team is not currently appointed for this project.

06/11/2018WRP02200Schools Building Projects Applications

06/11/2018WRP02300359. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education and Skills his views on a 
matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45754/18]

06/11/2018WRP02400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I can confirm that my Depart-
ment is in receipt of an application for the provision of a PE hall for the school in question.

As the Deputy is aware, my Department is committed to a PE Hall build and modernisation 
programme, starting in the second half of the Project Ireland 2040 period, that will ensure that 
students in all post-primary schools have access to state of the art facilities to support PE provi-
sion, particularly in the context of the roll-out of P.E. as a leaving certificate subject. 

06/11/2018WRP02500Teaching Contracts
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06/11/2018WRP02600360. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will lift the ban 
on a practice (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45758/18]

06/11/2018WRP02700Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The provisions regarding 
teaching whilst on Career Break are set out in Chapter Eight of the “Terms & Conditions of 
Employment for Registered Teachers in Recognised Primary and Post Primary Schools”

 Paragraph 5.1 states: 

“In exceptional circumstances a teacher on a Career Break may be employed on the follow-
ing basis: 

in Post Primary – for a maximum of 300 hours in a school year 

in Primary – for a maximum of 90 days in a school year “

 In response to issues raised in relation to teacher supply, the above restrictions were sus-
pended in January 2018 for the remainder of the 2017/2018 school year.  

As the Deputy may be aware my Department has recently established a Teacher Supply 
Steering Group which is chaired by the Secretary General of my Department and is to consider 
issues that impact on teacher supply, including: initial teacher education policy, provision, fund-
ing and support; data/research requirements; policies and arrangements for schools and teach-
ers that impact on teacher mobility/supply; and promotion of the teaching profession. 

The lifting of restrictions on teaching whilst on Career Break for the 2018/19 school year is 
one of the measures currently under consideration by the Steering Group.

06/11/2018WRP02800Schools Building Projects Status

06/11/2018WRP02900361. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the capital funding 
for the extension to a school (details supplied); the timeline for completion of the project; the 
reason for the delay in bringing this project to completion; and if this capital project will be 
completed in view of the need for additional space at the school. [45776/18]

06/11/2018WRP03000Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The major building project for 
the school referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 
2b (Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation 
of tender documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured.

A revised Brief Change Request has recently been reviewed and approved by the Depart-
ment.  Dublin Dún Laoghaire Educational and Training Board has been advised by the Depart-
ment to instruct its Design Team to incorporate the approved Brief Change Request into the 
Stage 2(b) submission.  The Design Team is currently proceeding to complete work on the stage 
2(b) submission.

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) Submission, my Department will revert to Dublin 
Dún Laoghaire Educational and Training Board with regard to the further progression of this 
project at that time.

06/11/2018WRP03100Teachers’ Remuneration

06/11/2018WRP03200362. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills the reason a person 
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(details supplied) cannot get on a higher pay grade; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45780/18]

06/11/2018WRP03300Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The issue referred to by the 
Deputy relates to a Post Graduate Certificate of Education (PGCE) . The position is that post 
primary PGCE is awarded on an unclassified pass/fail basis and the associated allowance is 
paid at pass Higher Diploma level. In order for the allowance to be upgraded to honours Higher 
Diploma level the teacher concerned must present her employer with a letter from the awarding 
University stating “ that had the PGCE been awarded on a percentage basis, the overall result 
would have been equal to or higher than 55%”.

06/11/2018WRP03400Schools Establishment

06/11/2018WRP03500363. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 292 of 23 October 2018, if he will provide a copy of the most recent 
data from the geographical information system that was gathered for the school planning area 
for Skerries in addition to details of the demographic exercises mentioned; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45781/18]

06/11/2018WRP03600Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): In order to plan for school pro-
vision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 
school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of 
sources, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this 
information, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.  

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depend-
ing on the circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

For school planning purposes, Skerries is located in the Skerries school planning area which 
is currently served by one post-primary school. The following post-primary schools were es-
tablished in recent years in the adjoining school planning areas of Rush&Lusk and Balbriggan: 

- 1,000 pupil post-primary school established in 2013 to serve the Rush&Lusk school plan-
ning area;

- 700 pupil post-primary school established in 2014 to serve the Balbriggan school planning 
area; and

- 700 pupil post-primary school established in 2016 to serve the Balbriggan school planning 
area.

The demographic data for the Skerries school planning area indicates that enrolments are 
projected to peak in 2023 at just over 1,000 post-primary pupils. While there is also an element 
of additional residential development in this area, it is not of a level that would require a new 
school. The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular 
would have regard for the increased roll-out of housing provision as outlined in Project Ireland 
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2040. 

My Department has been liaising with the school’s patron in relation to an application for 
additional accommodation at the post-primary school in this school planning area. In this re-
gard, my Department has approved in principle the provision of  additional permanent accom-
modation consisting of 3 general classrooms, 1  Science Lab, 1 Art room and 3 Special Educa-
tion Teaching rooms. As an interim arrangement, my Department has also approved the rental 
of temporary accommodation to the school pending the delivery of the permanent accommo-
dation solution. My Department will continue to work with the patron to address the school’s 
interim and long-term accommodation needs.

06/11/2018WRP03700School Transport Provision

06/11/2018WRP03800364. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Education and Skills when school trans-
port will be provided for a person (details supplied) under the school transport scheme to trans-
port them to and from a school. [45810/18]

06/11/2018WRP03900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

The child referred to by the Deputy is eligible for school transport under the terms of my 
Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs.Bus Éire-
ann is currently finalising transport arrangements and I have requested that they liaise directly 
with the family in this regard. In the meantime, the family may avail of the Special Transport 
Grant towards the cost of providing private transport until a service is established.

The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

06/11/2018WRP04000School Curriculum

06/11/2018WRP04100365. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Education and Skills if consider-
ation has been given to the inclusion of the need to respect animals in an aspect of the curricu-
lum at primary or second-level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45847/18]

06/11/2018WRP04200Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): At primary school level, so-
cial, environmental and scientific education enables the child to learn and practice a wide range 
of skills; and to acquire open, critical and responsible attitudes, including caring for animals. 

Engagement with the Living Things   strand unit in the science curriculum gives children the 
opportunity to study animals and their life processes in the context of their interrelationships 
with plants and people.  For example, the science curriculum aims to enable children to appre-
ciate that people share the environment with animal life and that living things have essential 
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needs for growth. In addition, children explore how to care for and respect animals and how to 
take action to protect their environment. Through the science curriculum, children also come to 
recognise that people, plants and animals depend on each other.

In the course of their work, teachers in different disciplines use various support materials 
produced by bodies such as the Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Com-
passion in World Farming and other national Animal Welfare Charities who provide either free 
primary school programmes to schools or facilitate educational visits from schools.   

 At post primary it is a matter for schools to decide which subjects they wish to offer. One 
of the Leaving Certificate subject options available is Biology. Through the study of Biology 
students explore the diversity of life and the inter-relationships between organisms and their 
environment. They become aware of the use of living organisms and their products to enhance 
human health and the environment. 

There is a Level 2 Short course for Junior Cycle: A Personal Project: Caring for Animals. 
This short course builds on and promotes the development of a range of personal, social and 
practical skills in the context of learning about an animal of special interest to the student. As 
well as content knowledge, students develop essential skills such as those of communication 
and language; thinking and reasoning; labelling; classifying; comparison and inferring. Knowl-
edge, skills and attitudes for life are developed through links with the community, creative 
projects, numeracy, communication and literacy.

06/11/2018WRP04300School Transport Administration

06/11/2018WRP04400366. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education and Skills when improve-
ments will be made to the school transport service in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45873/18]

06/11/2018WRP04500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy John Halligan): 
School transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Depart-
ment. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

In the 2017/18 school year over 117,000 children, including over 12,000 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 4,500 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres annually at 
a total cost of almost €190 million in 2017.

Children are generally eligible for school transport if they satisfy the distance criteria and 
are attending their nearest school. 

Children who are eligible for school transport and who have completed the application pro-
cess on time have been accommodated on school transport services where such services are in 
operation for the 2018/19 school year.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport and may be fa-
cilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have been accommodated. Where 
the number of ineligible children exceeds the number of spare seats available Bus Éireann will 
allocate tickets for the spare seats using an agreed selection process.
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The terms of the School Transport Schemes are applied equitably on a national basis.

06/11/2018WRP04600North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRP04700367. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Education and Skills if he will report 
on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45895/18]

06/11/2018WRP04800Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Allocations including those 
for North South bodies will be made following the publication by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform of the Revised Estimates Volume 2019, which is likely to take place 
in December 2018. 

06/11/2018WRP04900Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRP05000368. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Education and Skills the amount his 
Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigations and State inqui-
ries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism and State tribunals; the number 
and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45909/18]

06/11/2018WRP05100Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): My Department has not in-
curred any expenditure in 2018 in carrying out commissions of investigations and State inqui-
ries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism or any State Tribunals. 

06/11/2018WRP05200Schools Building Contractors

06/11/2018WRP05300369. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills when and the 
person or body by which, building works were certified in each case in respect of the 42 schools 
built by a company (details supplied). [45940/18]

06/11/2018WRP05400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): Pre 2014, the contractor and 
the contractor’s design team were fully responsible for ensuring quality and for certifying that 
the buildings were being constructed in accordance with the works requirements and building 
regulations. 

Under current regulations, an independent Assigned Certifier is also appointed.   The As-
signed Certifier gathers and relies upon the ancillary certificates which must be provided by the 
contractor and its design team. The responsibility for the design and the execution of the works 
in compliance with the building regulations therefore remains with the contractor in a design 
and build contract.  

Details on the year of completion of the 42 schools in question is available on my Depart-
ment’s website.

06/11/2018WRP05500Schools Building Projects Data

06/11/2018WRP05600370. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the project man-
agement arrangements and the name of the company involved in each case in respect of the 42 
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schools built by a company (details supplied) [45941/18]

06/11/2018WRP05700371. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the number of 
complaints received in respect of structural issues, health and safety issues and shoddy work-
manship, respectively in each case in respect of the 42 schools built by a company (details sup-
plied). [45942/18]

06/11/2018WRP05800372. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the company or 
persons that carried out the assessment in respect of structural defects in each case in respect of 
the 42 schools built by a company (details supplied); and if other defects relating to health and 
safety issues and shoddy workmanship were identified in each case. [45943/18]

06/11/2018WRP05900Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): I propose to take Questions 
Nos. 370 to 372, inclusive, together.

The decision to commence a wider programme of structural assessments of the 42 schools 
constructed by the company in question was taken following the identification of structural is-
sues at Phase 1 of Ardgillan Community College and at two schools in Tyrrelstown. 

The structural assessment programme was project-managed by KSN PM on behalf of the 
Department, with Punch Consulting Engineers conducting the actual assessments.

The use of the one structural engineering firm ensured that a consistent approach was ap-
plied to the assessment of each school.  The focus in this most recent programme of assessments 
was specifically on structural issues.  

In 2017, fire safety assessments had been initiated on a number of schools constructed by 
the same company.  These assessments uncovered deficiencies in a number of the schools as-
sessed.

06/11/2018WRP06200Schools Building Projects Data

06/11/2018WRP06300373. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education and Skills the cost incurred 
in addressing defects in each of the 42 schools built by a company (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45944/18]

06/11/2018WRP06400Minister for Education and Skills (Deputy Joe McHugh): The Department’s priority has 
been the implementation of precautionary measures to facilitate safe reoccupation of schools 
this week.  Following structural assessments, it was deemed that precautionary measures were 
required across 22 schools (with a further school building, Phase 1 of Ardgillan Community 
College, remaining closed).  

Further detailed structural investigations will be required to determine the nature and scale 
of the permanent remediation works required across all schools.  

The cost of these works is therefore not yet available.

06/11/2018WRP06500Legal Aid Service Data

06/11/2018WRP06600374. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the funding 
that has been spent since 2012 on free legal aid; the number of persons this has served; the al-
location by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44599/18]
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06/11/2018WRP06700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I wish to inform the 
Deputy that the provision of legal aid falls in two categories, that is, civil legal aid and criminal 
legal aid.  Details in respect of each are outlined below.

Civil Legal Aid

The provision of civil legal aid in the State is delivered by the Legal Aid Board pursuant 
to the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017. The Board 
operates 30 full time law centres and a number of part time law centres in Ireland. The Board 
also provides mediation services to help separating couples to negotiate their own agreement.

The majority of the Board’s income consists of a grant received from the Department of 
Justice and Equality.  This funding is used to provide the Board’s services in all its offices across 
the country, as well as the support services provided to law centres centrally from the Board’s 
head office.  

It is not possible to extract and isolate the total cost of civil legal aid in any one office/county 
in a given year as it would be necessary to devise a basis on which to attribute, to each county, 
all expenditure incurred by the Board centrally.  Complexities may also arise at local level with 
regard to the delivery of civil legal aid, for example a client living in County Limerick may 
choose to apply to Ennis Law Centre.  Also, in a case where two parties to a dispute seek the 
services of the Board at one law centre, one party will be required to engage with a different law 
centre, which may be in a neighbouring county.

Funding provided to the Legal Aid Board by my Department for the last seven years is pro-
vided in the following table.

 Year  Budget Allocation €m
2018 40.275
2017 38.988
2016 34.838
2015 32.471
2014 32.574
2013 33.759
2012 32.922
The following table sets out the number of cases handled in Legal Aid Board law centres, 

and the number of cases referred by the Legal Aid Board to private solicitors each year in the 
period 2012-2017.

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Cases 
handled in 
law cen-
tres*

17,652 17,304 18,338 17,959 17,213 18,170

Referred to 
solicitors 
panels**

5,082 5,640 5,241 5,534 5,923 8,532

*Cases handled in law centres include international protection (asylum) cases in 2017 only. 
Comparable data in relation to such cases is not available in previous years.

**Referrals to solicitors panels include Abhaile cases in 2016 and 2017 only. The Abhaile 
scheme started on 22nd   July 2016.
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Criminal Legal Aid

The Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, which is the primary legislation covering the 
operation of the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme, provides that free legal aid may be granted, in 
certain circumstances, for the defence of persons of insufficient means in criminal proceedings. 
Under the 1962 Act, the courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal 
aid. Under the Constitution, the State is obliged to provide an accused person with the means to 
obtain appropriate legal representation.

Expenditure on criminal legal aid since 2012 is set out in the Table below along with data 
provided by the Courts Service regarding the number of legal aid certificates granted in the 
District Court.  It should be noted the number of certificates does not equate to the number of 
persons granted criminal legal aid as more than one certificate may be granted to any one per-
son.  The number of legal aid certificates granted by the District Court in October 2018 is not 
yet available. 

Statistics are not compiled in such a manner as to readily identify expenditure on a county 
by county basis.

Year Number   of Certificates Granted Expenditure
2012 49,639 €50.534m
2013 49,843 €50.863m
2014 51,128 €49.890m
2015 53,937 €50.879m   
2016 55,617 €52,998m
2017 64,181 €58,139m
2018 52,636   (to end of September) 49,230m   (to end of October)

06/11/2018WRQ00200Departmental Properties

06/11/2018WRQ00300375. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans for the 
long-term use of the Thornton Hall site at Kilsallaghan, County Dublin; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44744/18]

06/11/2018WRQ00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Thornton Hall site 
was purchased in 2005 with the intention of constructing a large scale prison campus to replace 
the 19th century complex at Mountjoy Prison which the then Government planned to sell to 
fund the development. Due to the downturn in the economy, the scale of the project could not 
be accommodated within the capital allocation available and the project did not proceed.  In the 
decade since the original plan, international research has tended towards smaller prisons within 
reach of support communities as the best option for rehabilitation.  In addition, in light of the 
decision not to proceed with Thornton Hall, significant capital investment has been made at the 
Mountjoy campus over recent years to upgrade accommodation and eliminate the practice of 
slopping out.  

In the meantime, the Thornton Hall site which is fully serviced and adjacent to Dublin 
airport remains in my Department’s ownership and in recent years a working group, which in-
cluded representatives from the OPW, considered future use options for the site. This included 
discussions with Fingal County Council.  More recently, the site has also been flagged to the 
Department of Housing and Local Government, and to the Land Development Agency. As 
such, the site will be considered both in the context of broader State requirements for land assets 
and future requirements in relation to detention of prisoners.
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06/11/2018WRQ00500Visa Applications

06/11/2018WRQ00600376. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the visa re-
quirements for children under 18 years of age coming from Nigeria to study in private second-
ary schools. [45490/18]

06/11/2018WRQ00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that it is open to any visa 
required national to apply for a visa for any purpose.  Each application is considered on its 
individual merits, with the Visa Officer having regard to all of the information available.  The 
onus rests at all times with the applicant to satisfy the Visa Officer that the particular visa sought 
should be granted.  

Guidelines on how to apply for a study visa are available on the INIS website at http://www.
inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/Study  .  Additional information is required where the applicant is 
under the age of 18 years.  This includes but is not limited to the birth certificate of the child, 
accommodation details, Garda vetting documents, proof of guardianship while in Ireland, pa-
rental consent documents, evidence that the chid is enrolled in a fee paying school and that the 
requisite fees have been paid.  

Nigerian resident nationals should apply through the online visa  application system which 
may be accessed through the INIS website (http://www.inis.gov.ie  ).  Applicants must submit 
supporting documents and provide biometric information at the visa application centre in Abuja 
or Lagos.  Applications are processed in the Visa Office at the Irish Embassy in Abuja.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to visamail@justice.ie.

06/11/2018WRQ00800Traveller Community

06/11/2018WRQ00900377. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the actions his 
Department has in co-ordinating the policy driven targets across Departments since Travellers 
were given ethnic status. [45884/18]

06/11/2018WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
On 1 March 2017, then Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, announced State recognition of Travellers as 
an ethnic group in Ireland: the Department of Justice and Equality played an important part in 
the lead up to this event.

The State’s formal recognition of Irish Travellers ethnicity has been described as a “histor-
ic” day for Travellers and for Ireland. As you know, the announcement was greeted by sustained 
applause and a standing ovation in the Oireachtas.

This recognition of the distinct heritage, culture, and identity of Travellers and of their spe-
cial place in Irish society was both symbolically and socially important in our work to overcome 
the economic marginalisation and discrimination of members of the Traveller community.
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Following this statement, on 13th   June 2017, I launched the National Traveller and Roma 
Inclusion Strategy 2017 – 2021. This Strategy contains 149 actions, grouped under ten themes, 
which are as follows:

- Cultural Identity; 

- Education; 

- Employment; 

- Children and Youth; 

- Health; 

- Gender Equality; 

- Anti-discrimination and Equality; 

- Accommodation; 

- Traveller and Roma Communities; 

- Public Services 

I chair a Steering Group which has the responsibility for monitoring and achieving progress 
on the implementation of the Strategy since its publication. The Steering Group consists of rep-
resentatives of the Traveller and Roma communities, as well as of representatives of relevant 
Government Departments and Agencies. 

These meetings provide an opportunity to review progress and to drive forward implemen-
tation of the Strategy. To date, work has been progressed on approximately 130 of the Actions 
in the Strategy. The Steering Group continues to monitor progress on these Actions and to focus 
on actions where sufficient progress has not yet been made.

In response to a number of priority actions in the Strategy, 4 sub-committees were set up to 
report back to the Steering Group: 

- One of these sub-committees has been formed in the Department on the issue of data col-
lection on ethnic grounds for equality purposes. Information was collected from Government 
Departments on what ethnic data is already being collected, as well as whether there are plans 
to collect this data where not already being done.

- A second sub-committee has been formed to deal with the issue of the retention of Trav-
eller and Roma children in education. A proposal was jointly agreed between the Department 
of Justice and Equality, the Department of Education and Skills, and TUSLA to implement a 
pilot project on this issue in 4 different locations with high Traveller and/or Roma populations. 
Traveller organisations are in agreement with pursuing the proposal, and are keen to follow de-
velopments by means of future meetings of this sub-committee. The initiative would involve an 
increase in resources in each of the pilot locations. It was decided that one pilot of the initiative 
would be located in each of four TUSLA Education Welfare Services regions – South, South 
East – Wexford; West/North West – Tuam urban area; North Dublin/North Leinster – Coolock, 
Ballymun and Finglas; and South Dublin/Kildare/West Wicklow – Tallaght, Clondalkin.

- The third sub-committee was set up to deal with the problem of feuding in the Traveller 
Community. Resulting from that, an increase of funding for the Traveller Mediation Service for 
the expansion of its services was agreed and the expansion is commencing now.
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- The fourth sub-committee has recently been established to look at actions that can be pur-
sued to increase Traveller employment.  This will examine the potential of Traveller entrepre-
neurship, social enterprise models, apprenticeships etc.

The membership of the four sub-committees consists of representatives of relevant Govern-
ment Department and Agency officials as well as of the Traveller and Roma communities who 
have relevant backgrounds in e.g. education and employment creation in the Traveller com-
munities.

06/11/2018WRQ01100Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Administration

06/11/2018WRQ01200378. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the software 
changes introduced on 10 September 2018 to the INIS online booking system have been re-
viewed and evaluated; if they are proving successful in preventing other sites from harvesting 
appointments and then selling these appointments slots on for €20 to €30 each. [44603/18]

06/11/2018WRQ01300420. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 142 of 26 September 2018, if he will respond to issues raised in the 
media in relation to the INIS online appointment system for registrations (details supplied); the 
action he will take to address these problems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45416/18]

06/11/2018WRQ01400442. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the illegal trade in INIS appointments booked online; and if so, the steps he is 
taking to prevent this. [45767/18]

06/11/2018WRQ01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 378, 420 and 442 together.

As outlined in responses to previous parliamentary questions, the Irish Naturalisation and 
Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department became aware in September of customers  ex-
periencing difficulties booking registration appointments. Some of these difficulties had arisen 
because third party agents had been able to secure multiple appointments through the use of 
automatic software. 

A set of software fixes was introduced in mid-September to prevent this abuse of the system.  
As far as can be determined, this software update has been successful in preventing the block 
booking of appointments by third party agents.  The system is being regularly monitored in this 
regard. 

The period September to November is the busiest time for registrations with many student 
registrations in addition to the usual workload of the office.  A number of measures have been 
taken to increase the capacity of the office, including the assignment of additional staff to the 
Registration Office, overtime and opening the office for registrations on most Saturdays and 
some Sundays. These measures are aimed at ensuring that as many appointments as possible 
are made available each day. INIS plans to continue these measures at least until December to 
ensure demand is met.  

In that regard, I am advised that over 9,600 people were registered with INIS in Dublin in 
the month of October – up significantly on the September figure.  I am further advised that to the 
end of October in excess of 67,000 persons have been registered this year in Dublin represent-
ing an increase of 7.5% on the same period  for 2017.  INIS expects to register over well over 
80,000 people in Dublin this year.
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Appointments are made available twice daily with over 400 per day released for booking. 
The system is being kept under review to address any abuses that may emerge.

06/11/2018WRQ01600Deportation Orders Data

06/11/2018WRQ01700379. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
persons that hold an outstanding deportation order for timeframes in months (details supplied). 
[44640/18]

06/11/2018WRQ01800380. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the average 
length of time for an outstanding deportation order; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44641/18]

06/11/2018WRQ01900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 379 and 380 together.

I am advised by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department 
that persons who are liable to deportation are non-EEA nationals who are without an immigra-
tion permission to be in the State.  This usually follows a failed application for some form of 
immigration permission, where an application for international protection had been refused or 
where a person arrived in the State illegally and came to the attention of immigration authori-
ties.

 Persons are served with a formal notification of intention to deport, as provided for under 
section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) which sets out the options available to 
them, namely; to leave the State voluntarily, to consent to a Deportation Order being made or 
to submit written representations setting out the reasons why a Deportation Order should not be 
made in respect of them.

 The Deputy might wish to note that many persons faced with these options choose to return 
voluntarily to their country of origin. In fact, in the period between 2011 and mid-October 2018, 
a total of 2,245 people exercised this option and proceeded to return to their home country, 
some of them with assistance from the International Organisation for Migration. Clearly there 
was no requirement to make a Deportation Order in any of those cases.

 During the same period, a total of 9,197 deportations orders were made. The Deputy might 
note that such an order is only made after a detailed consideration of the individual circum-
stances of the case, under a variety of prescribed headings, including family and private life 
rights, and having regard to the prohibition on refoulement.  When a Deportation Order is made 
and is served, the person concerned is legally obliged to remove themselves from the State and 
to remain out of the State.  Many persons comply with the Order served on them but may not 
notify the immigration authorities that they have done so.  Accordingly, it is not always possible 
for the INIS or the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) to know as to whether or not a 
Deportation Order has been complied with.  It is only when a person served with such an Order 
fails to remove themselves from the State that the issue of enforced removal arises. During the 
period between 2011 and October, 2018, a total of 1,857 deportation orders were effected.     

 The Deputy might wish to note that a Deportation Order, once made and served, remains 
valid and in place unless and until it is formally revoked. Similarly, a person who is recorded as 
evading deportation, by dint of their non-compliance with a valid Deportation Order, is liable 
to arrest and detention to facilitate their deportation from the State.
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06/11/2018WRQ02100Residency Permits

06/11/2018WRQ02200381. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of submissions in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44648/18]

06/11/2018WRQ02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been informed 
by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the person 
concerned applied on 27 April 2017 for a residence card as a family member of an EU citizen 
under the provisions of the European Communities (Free Movement of Persons) Regulations 
2015 and Directive 2004/38/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council.  They stated at 
that time that they were the spouse of a citizen of Italy.  

This application was refused on 14 November 2017 as the Minister was not satisfied that the 
EU citizen concerned was exercising their EU Treaty Rights in the State through employment, 
self-employment, the pursuit of a course of study, involuntary unemployment or the possession 
of sufficient resources in conformity with Regulation 6(3) of the Regulations.

The person concerned requested a review of that decision on 24 November 2017, which 
application is currently at an advanced stage of consideration. INIS will correspond with the 
person concerned when a determination has been made in their case, and they may expect a 
decision within a period of weeks.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/11/2018WRQ02400Naturalisation Applications

06/11/2018WRQ02500382. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details 
supplied); when the application will be brought to a conclusion; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44649/18]

06/11/2018WRQ02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that, in line with my response 
to his question in July of this year, the processing of the application for a certificate of naturali-
sation, received in February 2018 from the person referred to by the Deputy, is ongoing. 

A letter issued to the person concerned on 24 October 2018 requesting certain documenta-
tion and a reply is awaited. Upon receipt of the requested documentation the case will be further 
processed. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, the granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a 
privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State 
but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to 
preserve the integrity of the process.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
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established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/11/2018WRQ02700Garda Data

06/11/2018WRQ02800383. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
gardaí by rank attached to a unit (details supplied); when this unit last received an increase in 
personnel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44687/18]

06/11/2018WRQ02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the distribution of resources, 
including personnel, among the various Garda Divisions and I, as Minister, have no direct role 
in the matter. Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under continual review in 
the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure that the optimum use is made 
of these resources.

Community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána as it recognises that every com-
munity, either urban or rural, has its own concerns and expectations. The role of a community 
Garda is not a specialist role in An Garda Síochána; rather it is the case that all Gardaí have a 
role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties. The official categorisation of 
Community Garda simply refers to those who are exclusively assigned to building relationships 
with local communities and civil society including giving talks to schools, community groups 
and others. It is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the optimum 
distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her having regard to the profile 
of the area and its specific needs

As the Deputy will be aware, Coolock Garda Station forms part of the Dublin Metropoli-
tan Region (DMR) North Division. I am advised by the Garda Commissioner that the Garda 
strength of the Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR) North Division on 30 September 2018 
was 705, of whom 108 were assigned to Coolock Garda Station. Of those assigned to Coolock 
Garda Station 7 are categorised as Community Gardaí. There are also 40 Garda Reserves and 
47 Garda civilian staff attached to the Division. When appropriate, the work of local Gardaí is 
supported by a number of Garda national units such as the National Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation, the Armed Support Units, the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau and the Garda 
National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that since the reopening of the Garda College in Sep-
tember 2014 almost 2,200 recruits have attested as members of An Garda Síochána and have 
been assigned to mainstream duties nationwide, of whom 35 have been assigned to Coolock 
Garda station. Garda numbers, taking account of projected retirements, increased to 13,551 at 
the end of 2017 - a net increase of over 600 since the end of 2016. This year a further 800 new 
Garda Recruits will enter the Garda College and we are on track to reach 14,000 by the end of 
2018. 

With the moratorium on recruitment and the closure of the training college Garda numbers 
dropped in all Divisions. We are still in the process of rebuilding to the numbers in the An Garda 
Síochána before the economic crisis. The numbers in Coolock have been steadily increasing 
since 2015 and as the accelerated recruitment continues into 2019 I am confident that the num-
bers of Gardaí stationed in Coolock will soon reach the pre crisis levels.
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The recent report published by the Commission on the Future of Policing recommends a 
new district policing model, were all Garda personnel at district level, sworn and non-sworn, 
should work as a single district policing team, to solve problems affecting community safety, 
reduce crime and prevent harm. I, alongside my Departmental Officials, are currently analysing 
the Report and my officials are currently engaging in consultations with An Garda Síochána, the 
policing oversight bodies and the relevant Departments, in order to inform my substantive re-
sponse and high-level implementation plan that I intend to bring to Government by December.

The information in relation to the number of Community Gardaí by Rank attached to the 
Community Policing Unit at Coolock Garda Station as of 30 September 2018, the latest date 
for which figures are currently available as provided by the Garda Commissioner, is as set out 
in the table.

Number categorised as Community  Garda Coolock Garda Station  30 September 
2018

Station Insp Sergeant Garda Total
Coolock 0 1 6 7
The number of Gardaí by rank assigned to Coolock Garda Station from 2009 to Sept 2018 

is as set out in the table. 

Number of Gardaí assigned to Coolock from 2009 - Sept 2018

Coolock GD SG IN SU CS AC TOTAL
Sep-18 93 11 3 1 108
Dec-17 90 8 4 1 103
Dec-16 88 12 4 1 105
Dec-15 87 13 2 1 103
Dec-14 90 14 4 1 109
Dec-13 94 13 4 1 112
Dec-12 97 12 4 1 114
Dec-11 98 13 5 1 117
Dec-10 101 13 5 1 120
Dec-09 104 13 5 1 123
For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link: http://www.

justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures.

06/11/2018WRQ03000Prison Service Staff

06/11/2018WRQ03100384. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated cost 
in 2019 of recruiting an extra 180 prison officers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44688/18]

06/11/2018WRQ03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Prison Service that the full year cost of employing 180 new Recruit Prison Officers in 2019 
would be €8.5m. However given that recruitment in 2019 will be staggered over the course of 
the year the actual cost will be somewhat less than this figure and will depend on the varying 
start dates of new recruits. 

The recruitment of Recruit Prison Officers by the Irish Prison Service has been ongoing 
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since 2017 and has regard to such factors as service needs and retirement levels. 

It is anticipated that a similar level of annual recruitment will be necessary over the com-
ing years in order for the Irish Prison Service to have sufficient numbers of Prison Officers to 
provide safe and secure custody for those in our care.

06/11/2018WRQ03300Garda Stations

06/11/2018WRQ03400385. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the estimated 
amount it would cost to have a defibrillator installed in each Garda station that is open on a 
24-7 basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44689/18]

06/11/2018WRQ03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda resources across the 
various Garda divisions are a matter for the Garda Commissioner in the light of his identified 
operational demands and the availability of resources. As Minister I have no role in that matter.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the unit capital cost for a defibrillator is esti-
mated at €1,130 (inclusive of VAT). This cost has been identified on the basis of the outcome of 
a tender competition for defibrillators run in 2017 by the HSE on behalf of the State, in line with 
Office of Government Procurement policy (i.e. agencies who are the largest buyer of a good or 
service are best placed to achieve value for money by tendering on behalf of all potential buy-
ers).

I am further informed by the Garda authorities that as of 6 November 2018 there are 116 
Garda stations open on a 24/7 basis.  It is accordingly estimated that to install a defibrillator in 
each of these 116 stations would cost €131,080 (inclusive of VAT).

06/11/2018WRQ03600Garda Equipment

06/11/2018WRQ03700386. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has received 
a request from the Garda Commissioner for funding for the issuing of body cameras to each 
garda; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44690/18]

06/11/2018WRQ03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the provision of equipment for An Garda 
Síochána, including specialist equipment such as body worn cameras.

I have to date not received a request from the Garda authorities for funding for body cam-
eras for issue to operational members of An Garda Síochána.

I have, however, been informed by the Garda authorities that a working group within An 
Garda Síochána is considering the operational, legal and financial issues connected with body 
cameras and is overseeing the development of a business case on the matter.  I understand that 
upon approval by the Garda Commissioner, any final business case will be submitted to my 
Department for consideration.

06/11/2018WRQ03900Garda Information and Communications Technology

06/11/2018WRQ04000387. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the break-
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down of his Department’s allocations of €65 million for information and communications tech-
nology and €17 million building programme as provided for in budget 2019. [44750/18]

06/11/2018WRQ04100432. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the break-
down of the €65 million for the An Garda Síochána information and communications technol-
ogy capital budget for 2019. [45561/18]

06/11/2018WRQ04200433. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the break-
down the €10 million An Garda Síochána capital budget for 2019. [45562/18]

06/11/2018WRQ04300434. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the break-
down of the €65 million An Garda Síochána capital budget for 2019. [45563/18]

06/11/2018WRQ04400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 387 and 432 to 434, inclusive, together.

The Deputy has asked a number of questions in relation to Garda Síochána capital expen-
diture. 

The Deputy will be aware that under the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Commissioner is the 
Accounting Officer for the Garda Vote and as such is responsible for the effective and efficient 
use of the resources at his disposal. Further, the Commissioner is responsible for directing and 
controlling and managing generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána.  As 
such, the management of Garda resources are a matter for the Commissioner, in light of his 
identified operational demands. 

The resources available to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented levels, with an 
allocation for 2018 of more than €1.6 billion. The allocation to the Garda Vote for 2019 has 
been further increased to a total of €1.76 billion, representing an increase of over 6% over the 
initial allocation for 2018.

The Deputy will be aware that the 2019 allocation includes capital provision of some €92 
million, representing an increase of over €30 million as compared to 2018.  This will facilitate 
investment of €65 million in Garda ICT, a further €10 million investment in the Garda fleet and 
an investment of €17 million in the Garda estate. This capital investment is a key enabler in the 
ongoing reform programme. 

It is a matter for the Garda Commissioner to determine how these resources can best be de-
ployed.  I understand, in that regard, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their 
optimum use. 

In general terms, the provision of €65 million for ICT investment will enable An Garda 
Síochána to deploy the latest cutting edge technologies in delivering professional policing and 
security services for the community and deliver on reform.  I understand from the Garda au-
thorities that the specific list of projects to be undertaken in 2019 has yet to be finalised and as 
a result it is not possible to provide a list of specific projects at this time. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the budget of €10 million available for the pur-
chase and fit-out of Garda vehicles in 2019 will enable the replacement of vehicles reaching 
end of life or beyond economic repair.  While the funds made available are expected to enable 
an increase in the size of the Garda fleet, I am informed that the specific number of additional 
vehicles and the mix of types and the fit-out required will be determined by the Commissioner 
in accordance with operational priorities. 
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In relation to the Garda estate, the Deputy will appreciate that the programme of replace-
ment and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities work-
ing in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW), which has responsibility for 
the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation.  As Minister, I have no direct role in 
these matters. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the €17 million allocated to the Garda estate will 
support a number of projects including commencement of works on the new Garda facility at 
Military Road to replace Harcourt Square, the refurbishment of the Fitzgibbon Street Garda 
Station (on which works have commenced in 2018), as well as supporting continued progress 
in delivery of the Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021.

06/11/2018WRQ04500Garda Accommodation

06/11/2018WRQ04600388. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details 
of the divisional protective services units building programmes that will commence in 2018. 
[44751/18]

06/11/2018WRQ04700429. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a list of all operational divisional protective services units, in tabular form. [45558/18]

06/11/2018WRQ04800430. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a list of An Garda Síochána divisions that will and will not require building works to 
provide for their protective services units in tabular form. [45559/18]

06/11/2018WRQ04900431. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount 
of the €17 million capital budget allocated by his Department to the An Garda Síochána build-
ing programme for 2019 that has been directed to completing the necessary building works 
to accommodate the delivery of protective services units to all divisions by the end of 2019. 
[45560/18]

06/11/2018WRQ05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 388 and 429 to 431, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, under the Modernisation and Renewal Programme for An 
Garda Síochána 2016-2021, Divisional units of Garda National Protective Services Bureau are 
being rolled-out in two phases, supported by the Garda National Protective Services Bureau. 
Phase One has now been completed, with Divisional Protective Services Units established in 
three Divisions, in the DMR West, Cork City, and Louth Division.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that additional Divisional Protective Services Bu-
reaus are now in the process of being established in DMR South Central; Waterford; Kerry; 
Kilkenny/Carlow; Limerick and Galway Garda Divisions.  I am informed by An Garda Sío-
chána that it is intended that Divisional Protective Services Bureaus will be established in all 
remaining Garda Divisions before the end of 2019.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that this initiative is being managed collaboratively 
between the Garda National Protective Services Bureau and each Divisional Officer. The pilot 
will inform the full roll-out to each Garda Division, by assessing and evaluating the Units ini-
tially selected including with reference to for example geographical size and population profile.

The Deputy will appreciate that matters relating to Garda accommodation are progressed 
by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW), 
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which has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation. As Min-
ister, I have no direct role in these matters.

However I can confirm that, to enable the Commissioner and Gardaí to perform their func-
tions, Budget 2019 provides an unprecedented level of public funding of €1.76 billion for An 
Garda Síochána in 2019. This includes an increase in the Garda capital allocation from €61 mil-
lion to €92 million in 2019, a 50% increase. This will facilitate investment of around €65 mil-
lion in ICT, a further €10 million investment in the Garda fleet and €17 million in the Building 
Programme. This investment clearly demonstrates the Government’s commitment to ensuring 
a strong and visible police presence throughout the country in order to maintain and strengthen 
community engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter crime.

The provision of suitable accommodation for protective services units is a matter for An 
Garda Síochána and the OPW. The manner in which accommodation is delivered varies de-
pending on the requirements for each location. 

06/11/2018WRQ05100Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRQ05200389. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he, his 
departmental officials and-or his ministerial predecessors have met companies and an organisa-
tion (details supplied) and-or representatives of same in the past three years to date; if so, if a 
schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [44780/18]

06/11/2018WRQ05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In respect of the Deputy’s 
question I can confirm that neither I nor my officials have met with the company and organisa-
tion in question nor with representatives who have identified themselves as such, in the past 3 
years.

I am not in a position to confirm the position on behalf of my predecessors. 

06/11/2018WRQ05400Community Alert Programme

06/11/2018WRQ05500390. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if matters in rela-
tion to text alert groups (details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44803/18]

06/11/2018WRQ05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Community Text 
Alert Groups rebate scheme is operated by Muintir na Tire and I have requested the information 
sought by the Deputy from Muintir na Tire and I will contact him directly when the information 
is to hand.

06/11/2018WRQ05700Legislative Reviews

06/11/2018WRQ05800391. Deputy Joan Burton asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the operation 
of the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 will be reviewed in view of the legislation being in 
place for the past seven years and the problems experienced by owners’ management compa-
nies in respect of the collection and provision of adequate sinking funds; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44834/18]
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06/11/2018WRQ05900396. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to re-
view the Multi-Unit Development Act 2011 with regard to sinking fund contribution minimum 
levels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44916/18]

06/11/2018WRQ06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 391 and 396 together.

The position is that the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 was enacted with the primary 
purpose of reforming the law relating to the ownership and management of common areas of 
multi-unit developments and facilitating the fair, efficient and effective management of owners’ 
management companies (OMCs).  These are companies registered under the Companies Acts, 
the members of which are the owners of residential units within the development and which 
are established for the purposes of ownership and management of the common areas of that 
development.

Section 19(1) of the Act provides that an OMC must establish a sinking fund for the purpose 
of discharging expenditure reasonably incurred on the refurbishment,  improvement or mainte-
nance of a non-recurring nature of the multi-unit development concerned.  Section 19(3) oblig-
es the owner of each unit in the multi-unit development to make payment to the sinking fund of 
the amount of contribution fixed in respect of the unit concerned. Section 19(5) provides that 
the amount of the contribution to be paid to the sinking fund in respect of a particular year shall 
be €200.00 or such other amount as may be agreed by the members of the OMC at a meeting.

Thus, while there is a legal requirement on each OMC to establish and maintain a sinking 
fund, the determination of the annual contribution to the fund is a matter for each OMC. In 
the absence of such a determination, a contribution of €200.00 shall continue to apply. Section 
19(1)(a) provides that expenditure may be incurred from the sinking fund in order to obtain ad-
vice from a suitably qualified person in relation to the likely reasonable costs of refurbishment, 
improvements or other expenditure of a non-recurring nature.

As regards the payment of agreed sinking fund contributions, section 22 of the 2011 Act 
provides that such contributions may be recovered by the OMC as a simple contract debt in a 
court of competent jurisdiction.

While I have no specific plans to review operation of the Multi-unit Developments Act 2011 
at present, operation of the Act’s provisions is kept under general review by my Department. 

06/11/2018WRQ06100Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRQ06200392. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the location of 
the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten 
years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44863/18]

06/11/2018WRQ06300393. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the consultations 
undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44881/18]

06/11/2018WRQ06400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 392 and 393 together.

Please find attached a table outlining public consultations undertaken and information re-
lated to the associated submissions, including the availability of submissions where they have 
been published. 
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The Deputy will be aware that a new Public Consultations Portal was launched on Gov.
ie last September.  This new portal is an easily accessible site that gathers details of all public 
consultations at local, regional and national levels into one central database. Members of the 
public can subscribe for notifications on updates to specific consultations. While the database 
currently links to various consultation pages including that of my Department, the intention in 
the long-term is to publish all   relevant consultation and submission material to this hub once 
all Departments have moved over to the Gov.ie platform. 

Year Public Consultations Submissions. 
2008 Public Consultation on the published 

General Scheme of the Civil Partner-
ship Bill

Not published

2009 Conference on Mental Capacity - the 
conference formed part of the consul-
tation process on the Government’s 
proposals for a Mental Capacity Bill, 
the Scheme of which was published in 
September 2008

Not Published. 

2009 WHITE PAPER ON CRIMEDiscus-
sion Document No. 1July 2009Crime 
Prevention andCommunity Safety

An overview of the written 
submissions received under 
this consultation is published 
on the Department’s website:               
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/
Pages/WPOC_FirstDiscussion

2009 Department of Justice and Equality 
Review on Gambling

Published submissions are avail-
able on the Department’s web-
site:   http://cfpi.en/JELR/Pages/
gambling-review-submissions

2010 WHITE PAPER ON CRIMEDis-
cussion Document No. 2February 
2010Criminal   Sanctions

An overview of the written   
submissions received under this 
consultation is published on the 
Department’s website: http://
www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/
WPOC_SecondDiscussion 

2010 WHITE PAPER ON CRIMEDiscus-
sion Document No. 3October 2010Or-
ganised   and White Collar Crime

An overview of the written 
submissions received under this 
consultation is published on the 
Department’s website: http://
www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/
WPOC_ThirdDiscussion

2011 Consultation on Review of the Code 
of Practice on the Sale and Display of 
Alcohol in Mixed Trade Premises

The Minister presented the 
conclusions drawn from the con-
sultation process in response to 
several parliamentary questions 
on the subject (for example, PQ 
22646/12 of 8 May   2012).
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Year Public Consultations Submissions. 
2011 WHITE PAPER ON CRIMEDiscus-

sion Document No. 4June 2011The 
Community and theCriminal Justice 
System

An overview of the written 
submissions received under this 
consultation is published on the 
Department’s website: http://
www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/
WPOC_FourthDiscussion

2011 White Paper on CrimeReport on the 
Consultation Session withOlder Citi-
zens on the Issue of Crime, November 
2010(Published January 2011)

A report on this consultation 
session is available on this De-
partment’s website.

2011 WHITE PAPER ON CRIMECON-
SULTATION PROCESSReport of the 
Consultation with Young People No-
vember 2010(Published April 2011)

A report on this consultation 
session is published on this De-
partment’s website.

2011 Consultation   process on new Human 
Rights and Equality Body

Information is available at www.
upr.ie

2011 Interim Review of the First National 
Action Plan to Prevent and Combat 
Human Trafficking in   Ireland

Submissions were appended 
to the Review which was pub-
lished on the State’s dedicated 
anti-trafficking website - www.
blueblindfold.ie 

2011 Preparation of Universal Periodic 
Review Cycle 1 Report

Information is available at www.
upr.ie 

 2011 Consultation on Mental Capacity - the 
conference formed part of the consul-
tation process on the Government’s 
proposals for a Mental Capacity Bill, 
the scheme of which was published in 
September 2018.  

 Not published. 

2012 Consultation on European Commis-
sion’s proposal for a new Data Protec-
tion Regulation

The submissions were released 
in response to freedom of infor-
mation requests. 

2012/13 Development of National Disability 
Strategy Implementation Plan 2013-
2015

The submissions were made 
available on this Department’s 
website and later removed fol-
lowing publication of the   Im-
plementation Plan.

2012 An   Interdepartmental Group was es-
tablished to examine issues relating to 
people  with mental illness or a mental 
disorder interacting with the criminal   
justice system and it agencies. Sub-
missions were invited from the public.

 Not Published.

2013 Consultation symposium on the As-
sisted   Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Bill 2013 25 September 2013 to seek 
views on the   Bill as published

Not Published. 
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Year Public Consultations Submissions. 
2013 Review of Rent Review  Arbitration   

Code           
Not Published. 

2014 Regional   consultation sessions  
held with residents (asylum seekers/
refugees) in 10 locations (Reception 
Centres) and were facilitated with 
the assistance of regional and local   
support groups. These were held on 
dates between 15 January 2015 and 17 
February 2015. 371 persons in total 
attended   the sessions. 5 members of 
the Working Group attended each con-
sultation.

Submissions are summarised 
and findings set out in detail 
in the McMahon Report pages 
259-381.

2014 Strategy Statement 2015-2017 Not Published. 
2014 Judicial Appointments Process Not Published by this Depart-

ment. Submitting bodies pub-
lished   their submissions. 

2014/2015 Firearms Licensing Not Published. 
2015 Preparation of Universal Periodic 

Review Cycle 2 Report
Further information is available 
at www.upr.ie

2015 Regulation of the Trade in Precious 
Metals and Stones

Not Published. 

2015 Open Policy Debate on Criminal 
Justice Inspectorate and ratification of 
OPCAT

Submissions were not published 
as they were private submissions 
from third parties. However, 
a discussion document on the 
matters under consideration was 
published on the   Department’s 
website. 

2015 Consultation on the Draft Second 
National Action Plan to Prevent and 
Combat Human   Trafficking in Ire-
land

Not Published. 

2016 A consultation event was held with 
NGOs and Civil Society Groups to 
workshop   the recommendations of 
the Penal Policy Review Group.

This event was held to discuss 
recommendations made by the 
Penal Policy Review Group and 
to assist in informing a plan on 
the implementation of the   rec-
ommendations. Written submis-
sions were not received.

2016 Consultation on Data protection 
safeguards for children (‘digital age of 
consent’)

The submissions are available 
on this Department’s website. 

2016 Preparation   of combined sixth and 
seventh periodic report to the UN 
CEDAW Committee

The submissions are available 
on this Department’s website. 

2016 Defamation Act   Review The submissions are available 
on this Department’s website.
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Year Public Consultations Submissions. 
2016 National   Disability Inclusion Strat-

egy
The submissions were published 
on this Department’s website 
and later removed following 
publication of the Strategy.

2016 National Traveller and Roma Integra-
tion Strategy

The summary of the submis-
sions is available on this Depart-
ment’s website.  

2016 National Strategy Statement 2017-
2020

Not Published. 

2016/2017 New   National Women’s Strategy 
Public Consultation Meetings.

A summary of the views ex-
pressed at the National Women’s 
Strategy Public Consulta-
tion meetings is given in the   
document “Towards a new 
National Women’s Strategy 
2017-2020:Outcomes of the 
Public Consultation Meetings 
December 2016- January 2017”. 
This document is on the website 
genderequality.ie Written sub-
missions received are retained   
in the Department. 

2017 Review   of Part Three of the Personal 
Insolvency Act

The submissions are available 
on this Department’s website.

2017 Gender Pay Gap Consultation   2017. A document named “Gender Pay   
Gap Public Consultations 2017: 
Measures to tackle the Gender 
Pay Gap” is a   compilation of 
submissions received during the 
gender pay gap public consulta-
tion period. This document is on 
the websitegenderequality.ie

2017 A consultation event was held with 
NGOs, Civil Society Groups and any   
interested parties in advance of Ire-
land’s appearance before the United   
Nations Committee Against Torture 
(UNCAT) for consideration of the 2nd   
National Report

This   event was held to give the 
relevant organisations a voice 
in advance of   Ireland’s appear-
ance before UNCAT. It ensured 
that the Department were aware 
of topical issues and were in 
a position to update the Com-
mittee on these issues. Written 
submissions were not received.

2017 Realistic   Imitation Firearms Not Published. 
2017 Part 15 of the Legal Services   Regu-

lation Act 2015 – Draft Regulations 
on Pre Action Protocols for Clinical   
Negligence Cases.

Not Published. Some submis-
sions published by the listed   
bodies/draft regulations and 
legal advices under ongoing 
consideration.
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Year Public Consultations Submissions. 
2018 Consultation with   Garda Youth 

Diversion Projects in relation to future 
funding arrangements

The consultation process mainly 
consisted of meetings with in-
dividual Garda Youth Diversion 
Projects and other stakeholders. 
A limited number of written re-
sponses were received, but were 
not published in view of the tar-
geted nature of the subject mat-
ter. The Department provided 
feedback to the project network 
on conclusion of the process.

2018  Young Persons Consultation regard-
ing the future operation of Garda 
Youth Diversion Projects.

The consultation was with 
selected participants in Garda 
Youth Diversion Projects and 
was facilitated by the Partici-
pation Hub in the Department 
Children and Youth Affairs so 
there were no submissions. A 
report on the consultation is 
nearing final draft stage and will 
be published shortly.  

2018 Consultation on draft National Stan-
dards for accommodation offered to 
People in the Protection Process

The consultation process con-
cluded in September 2018 and 
the results are currently being 
collated. 

[<a href=”/debates%20authoring/webattachments.nsf/0/3DF8CB211D65BE498025807C0
0470DF6/$File/Schools.docx?openelement”>PQ 392 - 393 consultations undertaken</a>].

06/11/2018WRQ06600Deportation Orders

06/11/2018WRQ06700394. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention has 
been drawn to the immense danger that asylum seekers are placed in when they are deported 
back to the country from which they originally fled in search of refuge; his views on the recent 
rise in such deportations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44907/18]

06/11/2018WRQ06800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is important that the 
Deputy is aware that the State cannot and does not deport asylum seekers who have applied for 
protection under the International Protection Act 2015. Section 16 of the International Protec-
tion Act 2015 provides for a protection applicant to remain in the State while their protection 
application is being examined. Such permission stays in place during the determination of their 
claim by the International Protection Office and any subsequent appeals bodies or the Courts.  

All applicants for international protection are interviewed and their cases are individually 
assessed. The circumstances of each individual case is assessed having regard to both the sub-
jective elements (the applicant’s own account or personal history) and objective elements (up-
to-date information on the applicant’s country or place of origin). Supporting documentation 
submitted by applicants is also taken into account.  Country of Origin information is obtained 
from a variety of legitimate sources such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR), Amnesty International and other NGOs, the European Asylum Support Office 



Questions - Written Answers

196

(EASO), the US State Department and the Canadian Immigration and Refugee Board. Ap-
plicants may appeal a recommendation by the International Protection Office that they are not 
in need of international protection to the International Protection Appeals Tribunal. It is also 
important to note that free legal aid is available to applicants for international protection. All 
stages of the process may be the subject of additional judicial reviews.   

When after these extensive procedures an applicant has been found not to be in need of 
international protection, that person is no longer an asylum seeker and in need of  international 
protection.  

Failed asylum seekers are also considered by the Minister under section 49 of the Interna-
tional Protection Act 2015 as to whether the person should be given a permission to remain on 
other grounds, including for humanitarian reasons.  A refoulement consideration must also be 
carried out under section 50(1) of the Act prior to a deportation consideration. This involves 
consideration of whether returning the person would result in the life or freedom of that person 
being threatened on account of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership of a particu-
lar social group or political opinion, or whether the person would be subjected to torture or to 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Clearly, no person is returned to their country 
of origin, or their place of former habitual residence, where there is a credible risk to their life 
or freedom 

Only after all of these matters have been considered, and the appropriate evidence-based 
conclusions drawn, can a decision to deport a person whose application has failed. The Deputy 
can be assured that all matters advanced by a person facing deportation are considered in detail 
before the ultimate decision, to deport or not to deport, is taken. 

06/11/2018WRQ06900Interdepartmental Committees Reports

06/11/2018WRQ07000395. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status of the work 
of the interdepartmental group established to consider increasing the level of parental leave paid 
during the first year of a child’s life; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44914/18]

06/11/2018WRQ07100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy will be aware, as part of Budget 2019, the Government announced the introduc-
tion of a new paid parental leave scheme which will commence in late 2019.  This new scheme 
will, once approved by Government, initially, provide for 2 weeks of paid, non-transferable 
leave per parent, with a view to expanding the scheme in  future years.

This new scheme delivers on the commitment in the Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment to increase paid parental leave during the first year of a child’s life, as research shows that 
parental care is of particular importance and benefit in the first twelve months. 

The new scheme is the key recommendation of the report of an interdepartmental committee 
which was established to develop recommendations as to how the Programme for Partnership 
Government commitments could be best implemented.

Question No. 396 answered with Question No. 391.

06/11/2018WRQ07300Spent Convictions

06/11/2018WRQ07400397. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if there is an obligation 
on An Garda Síochána to expunge details of offences for which convictions have become spent 
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from PULSE. [44942/18]

06/11/2018WRQ07500398. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is normal practice 
as part of the Garda vetting procedure to issue a vetting report that includes a note in regard 
to a conviction that has become spent for a person that is not seeking to work with children or 
vulnerable adults; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44943/18]

06/11/2018WRQ07600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 397 and 398 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the effect of the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and 
Certain Disclosures) Act 2016 is that, although it remains part of the criminal record, the person 
shall not incur any liability or be otherwise prejudiced in law because he or she did not disclose 
the spent conviction or the circumstances ancillary to that conviction.  

There is no formal procedure to be gone through to have a conviction declared spent. If 
the conviction is eligible to be spent it becomes spent once 7 years has passed from the date of 
conviction.  I am further advised that the effect of a spent conviction is that a person would not 
be penalised for failing to disclose a conviction that is spent. The fact that a conviction may be 
a spent conviction does not mean it ceases to be part of the person’s criminal record. However, 
disclosure is required in certain circumstances including for example for specified work, such 
as with An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces, and for public service vehicle, private se-
curity, taxi and firearm licences.  If someone has been convicted of fraud, deceit or dishonesty 
in respect of a claim under a policy of insurance or a policy of assurance, they have to disclose 
that conviction on any insurance or assurance proposal or form.

Arising from this, An Garda Síochána are not required to expunge the details of such of-
fences from PULSE.  

With regard to the Garda vetting procedure, the Deputy will appreciate that the primary 
purpose of the employment vetting carried out by the Garda National Vetting Bureau is to seek 
to ensure the safety of children and vulnerable adults. It is carried out by An Garda Síochána 
primarily in accordance with the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vul-
nerable Persons) Acts 2012-2016.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that disclosures by An Garda Síochána for persons 
not seeking work with children or vulnerable adults are made in accordance with Section 6 of 
the Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Act 2016.  I am informed that 
it is normal practice, as part of such disclosures, to include particulars of the criminal record, 
if any, relating to the person, or a statement that there is no criminal record in relation to the 
person.  A disclosure shall not contain details of any convictions which are “spent” as provided 
for in Section 6 of the 2016 Act subject to the provisions mentioned above.  

06/11/2018WRR00200Closed-Circuit Television Systems Expenditure

06/11/2018WRR00300399. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount of fund-
ing that was drawn down in respect of community-based CCTV systems in cases in which there 
is funding from 2017 and 2018. [44964/18]

06/11/2018WRR00400421. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of appli-
cations for funding made under the rural CCTV scheme; the number approved; the number that 
have issued since 1 January 2017; and the number of approved applicants that have local match 
funding in place but have not yet received grant aid. [45444/18]
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06/11/2018WRR00500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 399 and 421 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to 
supporting investment in CCTV systems. In pursuance of this commitment, a grant-aid scheme 
was launched by my Department in 2017 to assist groups in the establishment of community-
based CCTV systems in their local areas. It is intended that the scheme will run for 3 years with 
funding of some €1 million being made available each year.

There have to date been 27 applications to the scheme. 20 applications have been approved, 
with grant aid totalling more than €500,000 approved from the total €1 million available for 
2018.  A further 4 applications to the scheme are currently being assessed and considered. The 
remaining 3 applications have been returned to the applicants concerned to enable them to sup-
ply the information necessary to qualify for grant aid.

Successful applicants receive an up-front payment of 50% of the grant upon approval of the 
application; with the balance paid when the system is confirmed to be fully operational.

The Garda authorities inform me that they have paid out in excess of €90,000 in relation to 
5 Community CCTV projects, either for the initial 50% payment or balancing payment, based 
on instructions from my Department.  I anticipate that further and substantial grants will be is-
sued shortly in respect of the 14 applications which have recently been approved for grant-aid 
funding. The successful applicants in the final approved application referred to above have not 
yet sought to draw down the approved funding.

As I have said in the past, I am keen to ensure that all interested groups, in both rural and 
urban areas, have the opportunity to take advantage of the availability of this grant aid scheme.  
Under the scheme, eligible community groups can apply for grant-aid of up to 60% of the total 
capital cost of a proposed CCTV system up to a maximum total of €40,000.  Full details of the 
grant aid package are available to download from my Department’s website www.justice.ie and 
support and guidance is available to help interested groups to apply for this funding through a 
dedicated email address communitycctv@justice.ie.

06/11/2018WRR00600Closed-Circuit Television Systems

06/11/2018WRR00700400. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a decision has 
issued on the impasse of the data controller for rural community CCTV systems. [44965/18]

06/11/2018WRR00800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that CCTV systems installed for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to policing in ar-
eas to which the general public routinely have access, such as town centres, fall into two distinct 
but complementary categories, namely Garda CCTV systems and community-based CCTV 
systems. Neither type of CCTV system may be established without authorisation by the Garda 
Commissioner under section 38 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, among other requirements.

Community CCTV is governed by section 38 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the Garda 
Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI No 289 of 2006).  This legal framework requires that any 
proposed community CCTV scheme must-

-  be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

-  have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner, and

-  have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data control-
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ler.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of whether or not grant 
funding is sought from my Department to assist in their establishment. 

In accordance with this legal framework, I understand that the large majority of local au-
thorities have previously undertaken to act as data controllers in the context of specific commu-
nity CCTV schemes. This has been the case either in the course of the current grant-aid scheme 
administered by my Department, in connection with the previous grant-aid scheme operated 
by Pobal on behalf of the Department, or in connection with schemes funded independently by 
local authorities.  I understand from my Department’s engagement with the Local Government 
Management Agency that the total number of local authorities which have undertaken the role 
of data controller for these purposes amounts to 28 out of the 31 local authorities nationwide.

Nonetheless, my Department is engaging on an ongoing basis with the Local Government 
Management Agency and the County and City Management Association, to clarify any queries 
arising and to assist in resolving any concerns. 

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that the Data Protection Commissioner’s Office has 
confirmed as recently as May of this year that it does not have any concerns on the legislative 
basis for CCTV.  However it is currently conducting an audit of the practice, operation and 
governance of CCTV.  We expect findings from this process to be of assistance to all concerned 
and in particular to local authorities.

Finally, I would recall that the Programme for a Partnership Government commits to sup-
porting investment in CCTV systems. In pursuance of this commitment, a grant-aid scheme to 
assist groups in the establishment of community-based CCTV systems in their local areas is be-
ing administered by my Department.  Eligible community groups can apply for grant-aid of up 
to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system, up to a maximum total of €40,000. 

There have to date been 27 applications to the scheme. 20 applications have been approved, 
with grant aid totalling more than €500,000 approved from the total €1 million available for 
2018.  A further 4 applications to the scheme are currently being assessed and considered. The 
remaining 3 applications have been returned to the applicants concerned to enable them to sup-
ply the information necessary to qualify for grant aid.

I am keen to ensure that all interested groups, in both rural and urban areas, take advantage 
of the availability of this grant aid scheme.  If the Deputy is aware of community groups wish-
ing to avail of the scheme, I would point out that full details of the grant aid package are avail-
able to download from my Department’s website - www.justice.ie  and support and guidance is 
available to help interested groups to apply for this funding through a dedicated email address 
communitycctv@justice.ie.

06/11/2018WRR00900Departmental Agencies Expenditure

06/11/2018WRR01000401. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the capital and 
current budget allocation for the Reception and Integration Agency in each year since it was 
established; and the breakdown of the programme spend within both the capital and current side 
in tabular form. [44980/18]

06/11/2018WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The Reception & Integration Agency (RIA), which is an operational unit of the Department of 
Justice and Equality, was established on 2 April 2001 and had no formal expenditure budget 
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allocated to it in that year.

The budgetary allocation of RIA consists entirely of current expenditure.  Any capital costs 
related to the build or maintenance of State-owned centres was and is borne by the Office of 
Public Works.

The budgetary allocations and outturn for current expenditure for the years 2002 to date are 
outlined in the following table. The spend in 2001 is also shown.

Year  Allocation (Million)  Outturn (Million)
 2001  €54.3
 2002  €77  €84
 2003  €73  €76
 2004  €69.3  €83.6
 2005  €71.1  €83.8
 2006  €74.01  €78.7
 2007  €70.02  €83.2
 2008  €74.3  €91.5
 2009  €67.39  €86.5
 2010  €77.49  €79
 2011  €67.49  €69.5
 2012  €63.5  €62.3
 2013  €57.2  €55.2
 2014  €51.9  €53.7
 2015  €51.9  €57.02
 2016  €69.12  €64.14
 2017  €66.64  €63.54
 2018  €66.44  €76 (estimated)

06/11/2018WRR01200Garda Transport Provision

06/11/2018WRR01300402. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if An Garda 
Síochána plans to pilot the use of green energy powered moped or motorcycles as part of its 
traffic corps based in larger towns and cities here; the number of green energy powered cars in 
the overall Garda vehicle fleet; if there are plans to introduce green energy vehicles to the Garda 
fleet that would not require high speed pursuit capability; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45001/18]

06/11/2018WRR01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that there has been very significant investment in Garda resources across the State in recent 
years. The Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment in the 
Garda fleet, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet, 
in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 to 2015. In total in the 
period 2013 - 2017, almost €44 million has been invested in the fleet with some 2,000 vehicles 
coming on stream.

Decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles across Garda Divi-
sions, including the potential use of ‘green energy’ vehicles, are a matter for the Commissioner 
in light of his identified operational demands and the availability of resources. As Minister, I 
have no direct role in that matter. I understand however that Garda management keeps the dis-
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tribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priori-
ties so as to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the feasibility of the use of hybrid or electric ve-
hicles is under consideration within An Garda Síochána. I am informed that 2 electric vehicles 
were purchased by An Garda Síochána this year, in order to evaluate the potential and limita-
tions of electric vehicles in Garda operational environments. Once fitted out, these vehicles will 
be allocated under pilot conditions.

More generally, the Deputy may wish to be aware that An Garda Síochána has been in-
volved in the Public Sector Energy Reporting Programme since 2011 and has achieved a 25.7% 
improvement in energy efficiency up to 2017, against the National Energy Efficiency Action 
Plan (NEEAP) 33% energy efficiency target by 2020. In relation to the fleet, I am advised by 
the Garda authorities that the majority of efficiencies have been achieved from the conversion 
from petrol to diesel.

06/11/2018WRR01500Deportation Orders

06/11/2018WRR01600403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in considering a submission and or requested documentation from a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45029/18]

06/11/2018WRR01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The person concerned is 
the subject of a Deportation Order  which remains valid and in place.

It is open to the person concerned to submit representations requesting that the Deporta-
tion Order be revoked, pursuant to Section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended).  
However, I wish to make clear that such an application would require substantial grounds to be 
successful.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from the 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/11/2018WRR01800Immigration Policy

06/11/2018WRR01900404. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his views on the fact 
that it is taking up to two years for immigration services to make a decision on applications 
under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999; his views on whether this is an excessive amount 
of time to decide on such cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45037/18]

06/11/2018WRR02000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Considerations under 
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 arise in a wide range of circumstances and require de-
tailed consideration before a final decision is made as to whether a deportation order is made 
or leave to remain is granted.  Sometimes this comes at the end of an earlier process whereby 
an application for one form or another of immigration permission has been considered and not 
granted.  Other considerations under Section 3 arise when persons have been found to be in the 
State illegally and have never engaged with the immigration authorities as required by law.
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Before any decision is made, a detailed consideration of all aspects of the case is carried 
out.  Written representations can be made and a full consideration is carried out as prescribed in 
section 3(6) of the 1999 Act. This includes: the age of the person, the duration of their residence 
in the State, their family and domestic circumstances, the nature of their connection with the 
State, if any, their employment (including self-employment) record and employment (including 
self-employment) prospects, their character and conduct, including any criminal convictions, 
any humanitarian issues associated with their case, the common good and considerations of 
national security and public policy.

This detailed consideration must also include an assessment of that person’s right to a fam-
ily and a private life, as provided for under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights (ECHR), and regard must be had for the constitutional rights of any Irish citizens direct-
ly associated with the case. A refoulement consideration must also be carried out, essentially 
to consider the safety of returning the relevant person to their country of origin, having regard 
for the political and human rights conditions prevailing in that country of origin at the material 
time. Only after all these matters have been considered, and evidence-based conclusions drawn, 
can a final decision be made.

The Deputy will appreciate that no two cases of this nature will be the same in terms of their 
complexity and accordingly the duration of processing times will vary.  The Irish Naturalisation 
and Immigration Service (INIS) give precedence to certain case types to ensure that, insofar 
as it is possible to do so, the cases requiring priority attention are given such attention. This 
includes cases requiring early and humanitarian attention.   

Given the life-changing consequences for the persons impacted by these decisions, it is 
essential that the correct and appropriate decision be reached in each case rather than a quick 
decision be made to satisfy a particular processing time-frame.  Obviously, it is the objective 
that all cases are processed as quickly as possible and in that regard, I can advise the Deputy 
that well over 1,000 such cases are decided upon each year.  This forms just part of the overall 
caseload of INIS who process in the region of 250,000 cases each year.

06/11/2018WRR02100Regulatory Impact Assessments

06/11/2018WRR02200405. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he has 
considered recent suggestions from a person (details supplied) that proposed Government leg-
islation should be assessed for the likely impact on litigation; if a litigation impact assessment 
for all legislation being produced by his Department will be considered; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45068/18]

06/11/2018WRR02300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As I indicated in my pre-
vious reply to this question on 18 October last, the position is that a significant amount of work 
is done on Government Bills before publication of the scheme of a Bill is approved by Govern-
ment.  This would include, where necessary, consideration by Government of the impact a piece 
of legislation would have on the work of the courts.  This is particularly so in relation to Bills 
emanating from my Department, where there is regular consultation with the Courts Service.

I would point out that the existing Guidelines on How to conduct a Regulatory Impact 
Analysis issued by the Government in 2009 already provide that the type of impacts being sug-
gested by the Deputy may be taken into account when compiling an RIA.

06/11/2018WRR02400Data Sharing Arrangements
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06/11/2018WRR02500406. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if it is possible to re-
quest a list of convictions in relation to a person (details supplied); the way in which such data 
is stored and accessed by employers and the general public; if there is a time limit placed on 
such information; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45098/18]

06/11/2018WRR02600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): Subject to the Data Pro-
tection Acts, every individual has a right to access their personal data, including convictions, 
which is held by An Garda Síochána. Information on how to submit a data protection disclosure 
to An Garda Síochána is available on the Garda website www.garda.ie.

I have been informed by the Garda authorities that the records in respect of prosecutions or 
court outcomes such as convictions are retained by An Garda Síochána by electronic means. 

Personal data is only disclosed by An Garda Síochána to relevant authorised persons in the 
execution of its legitimate policing function and the only other time that the personal data of 
any individual data subject is disclosed to a third party is with the written authorisation of that 
data subject to issue such disclosure.

You may wish to note that in accordance with the provisions of the National Vetting Bureau 
(Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012-2016, the National Vetting Bureau provides vet-
ting for persons seeking employment in Ireland with registered organisations where the em-
ployment involves substantial unsupervised access to children or vulnerable adults. The prima-
ry purpose of such employment vetting is to seek to ensure the safety of children and vulnerable 
adults.

I am further informed that the position in respect of personal data, is that all files contain-
ing such data are made or received within the course of the business of An Garda Síochána. An 
Garda Síochána is a Scheduled Body within the meaning of Section 1 of the National Archives 
Act 1986 and is, therefore, legally obliged to retain and preserve records, including in respect 
of prosecutions and court outcomes, in accordance with the National Archives Act 1986.

The Deputy may also wish to note that in the context of employment vetting, the Criminal 
Justice (Spent Convictions and Certain Disclosures) Act 2016 sets out in detail the arrange-
ments in law whereby certain past convictions may not be disclosed and may be regarded as 
spent. This Act made a series of amendments to the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 in respect of the arrangements for the disclosure or otherwise of 
past convictions in the context of the vetting process.

06/11/2018WRR02700Visa Data

06/11/2018WRR02800407. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the waiting 
times for processing entry visas in the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service; and the 
way in which this compares to 12 months ago. [45118/18]

06/11/2018WRR02900Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been advised by 
the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that decisions re-
garding the grant or refusal of visas are made in a number of INIS Visa Offices overseas, the 
INIS Visa Office in Dublin, and at Embassies of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
which process certain visa applications under delegated sanction from my Department.

The processing times for visa decisions are published on the Visa pages of each Visa Office 
and Embassy website.  The following table sets out the processing dates as of 5 November 2018 
and, for comparison, on 31 October 2017 up to which date applications received in the Dublin 
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Visa Office had been processed.

Purpose of    visa applica-
tions      

Processing Date as of 5 No-
vember 2018      

Processing Date as of 31 
October 2017      

Visit  17 October 2018  14 September 2017
Business  16 October 2018  04 October 2017
Conference/Event  12 October 2018  03 October 2017 
Join Family (under national     
legislation)

 13 June 2018  16 April 2017 

Study  1 October 2018  21 August 2017
Employment  16 October 2018  04 October 2017 
Other*  12 October 2018  03 October 2017
 *Includes training; exam; performance/tournament; and sundry applications.

It should be noted that target times for visa processing are established as a business target 
reflecting the detailed and often complex assessment required to be carried out in relation to 
applications and do not constitute a legal obligation.

I am also advised by INIS that the visa service is currently experiencing an increase in the 
number of visa applications across most categories of persons wishing to come to Ireland for a 
variety of purposes, and in line with increased economic activity generally. Notwithstanding, 
processing times are on a par and in many cases have been significantly improved upon com-
pared to those at the corresponding date last year.  

The processing time at each office and location worldwide is determined by a number of 
factors, such as the volumes and complexity of applications, whether investigation is required 
or not, individual circumstances, peak application periods - now just coming off the busiest 
time of the year for visa applications generally - seasonal factors, and the resources available.  
While every effort is made to process applications as quickly as possible, processing times in-
evitably vary as a result.  

In relation to applications under the Free Movement Directive (2004/38/EC), there had 
been an exponential increase from the second quarter of 2015 in the number of such applica-
tions.  That gave rise to a caseload of around 10,500 applications which had to be assessed very 
carefully to ensure that any fraudulent applications or potential abuses of the Directive were 
detected and dealt with appropriately. Considerable progress has been made in that regard with 
the majority of these applications now processed.  

The central concern, as with all visa services worldwide, in deciding on visa applications, 
is to strike an appropriate balance between protecting the country’s vital national interests by 
maintaining an effective immigration regime while at the same time facilitating travel for those 
who meet the criteria.  Each visa application is therefore decided on its own merits taking all 
factors into account.

06/11/2018WRR03000Garda Recruitment

06/11/2018WRR03100408. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if his attention 
has been drawn to recruitment and retention issues within An Garda Síochána in County Done-
gal; the efforts carried out to date to ensure adequate numbers of gardaí are present in the 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45137/18]
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06/11/2018WRR03200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who has responsibility to manage and control generally 
the administration and business of the Garda Síochána, including by arranging for the recruit-
ment, training and appointment of its members and civilian staff and I, as Minister, have no 
direct involvement in the matter.

The personnel strength of An Garda Síochána in the Donegal Division as of 30 September 
2018 is approximately 400. A  breakdown of personnel attached to the Donegal Division is 
available on my Department’s website at www.justice.ie.  A total of 42 probationer Gardaí have 
been allocated to the Donegal Garda Division since 2015 following the lifting of the morato-
rium on Garda recruitment. This includes the allocation of 14 probationers to date in 2018, and 
it is envisaged that the Donegal Division will receive a further allocation of personnel from the 
Garda College in December 2018.

I am informed by the Commissioner that the resourcing of each Garda division is fully con-
sidered within the overall context of the needs and requirements of Garda divisions throughout 
the country. Garda personnel assigned throughout the country, together with overall policing ar-
rangements and operational strategies, are continually monitored and reviewed. Such monitor-
ing ensures that optimum use is made of Garda Resources and the best possible Garda service 
is provided to the general public.

The allocation and transfer of Garda Personnel is determined by a number of factors, in-
cluding crime and non-crime workload, minimum establishment, population, area, policing ar-
rangements, operational strategies and transfers applications, including welfare issues.   When 
allocations are taking place, comprehensive consultation is carried out with Local Management 
during which all factors are taken into consideration. Where a deficiency in resources is identi-
fied the matter is considered fully and addressed accordingly.

The Deputy will be aware An Garda Síochána is currently undertaking a programme of 
accelerated recruitment, as part of the Government’s commitment to a strengthened service 
through the Five Year High Level Reform and Workforce Plan to achieve an overall workforce 
of 21,000 personnel by 2021, including 15,000 Garda members. To support the Commissioner 
in this recruitment, I have also secured funding in Budget 2019 which facilitates the recruitment 
of up to 800 more Gardaí next year.  The Budget also provides for the necessary civilian Garda 
staff to fill critical skills gaps and enable the further redeployment of Gardaí to front line duties.

06/11/2018WRR03300Drug and Alcohol Testing

06/11/2018WRR03400409. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the reason for the 
low rates of drug driver tests in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45140/18]

06/11/2018WRR03500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested a re-
port from An Garda Síochána further to the Deputy’s question and I will be in contact with the 
Deputy again on receipt of a Garda report. 

06/11/2018WRR03600Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Staff

06/11/2018WRR03700410. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if additional resources 
are or will be provided to the INIS to facilitate the speedy processing of cases affected by the 
Luximon judgment; and if not, the reason therefor. [45145/18]



Questions - Written Answers

206

06/11/2018WRR03800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the primary consider-
ation is to process applications affected by the Luximon and Balchand judgments of the Su-
preme Court in compliance with legal requirements.

INIS has taken a number of measures to address the cohort of complex cases associated 
with the judgments including the assignment of additional staff resources and the sanction of 
overtime.  I am also advised that the resources available for these activities, and the accompa-
nying operational and organisational structures, are kept under ongoing review to ensure that 
resources are deployed as efficiently as possible.  

The Deputy may be aware that I launched a new scheme last month which allow certain 
non-EEA nationals, who came to Ireland to study between January, 2005 and December, 2010, 
to apply for permission to remain in the State. 

Eligible applicants may apply for a permission to remain in the State including the right to 
reside and work in the State and will be subject to renewal after two years.  The scheme is open 
for on-line applications until 20 January, 2018.  Persons concerned may wish to consult the 
INIS website at www.inis.gov.ie   for further information.

06/11/2018WRR03900Citizenship Status

06/11/2018WRR04000411. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to amend the 
relevant legislation such that children born here since the Twenty-seventh Amendment of the 
Constitution in 2004 and who have consequently been denied citizenship rights no longer face 
being deported to countries they may have never visited; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45146/18]

06/11/2018WRR04100439. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality his plans to introduce 
the necessary legislative changes in order that children born here to non-Irish parents do not 
have to live with the threat of deportation to countries they may never have visited or have a 
connection with and can remain here if they wish to do so; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45659/18]

06/11/2018WRR04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 411 and 439 together.

Entitlement to Irish citizenship is governed by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 
1956, as amended. The Act distinguishes between the entitlement to citizenship by birth and 
descent and to the acquisition of citizenship through the naturalisation process. Following a 
referendum of the Irish people, the 27th amendment to the Constitution changed the situation 
in relation to entitlement to Irish Citizenship. As a result, Section 6 of the Irish Nationality 
and Citizenship Act 1956 was amended by the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act, 2004. 
The changes came into effect on 1 January 2005. As of that date a person born in the island of 
Ireland is not entitled to be an Irish citizen, unless that person’s parents have been resident in 
the island of Ireland for a total of three years during the four years preceding that person’s birth 
(periods of unlawful residence, periods of residence which were for the sole purpose of hav-
ing an application for refugee status determined or periods of residence where permission was 
granted for the purposes of study are excluded from the determination of periods of reckonable 
residence).

Where a child born in the State did not at birth have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, the 
parent or guardian or person who is in loco parentis to the child may lodge an application for 
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naturalisation on behalf of the child if and when the conditions for naturalisation are satisfied, 
including a requirement to have a total of 5 years residence in the State. This ensures that, even 
where a child born in the State did not have an entitlement to Irish citizenship, there is a path to 
obtaining Irish citizenship through naturalisation. 

The Government has no plans to amend the relevant legislation at this time.

In determining whether to make a deportation order under the Immigration Act, 1999, I am 
required to consider a number of factors including the age, duration of residence and the fam-
ily and domestic circumstances of the individual as well as any connections with the State and 
humanitarian considerations that arise. This ensures that every individual scenario is evaluated 
on its merits with proper consideration given to representations made by the person and consid-
ering the best interests of the child, where relevant.

06/11/2018WRR04300Sexual Offences Data

06/11/2018WRR04400412. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of sexual of-
fences referred to the Garda youth diversion programme that were accepted by that programme 
in each of the years 2004 to 2016, by category (details supplied) in tabular form. [45151/18]

06/11/2018WRR04500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation from the Garda authorities and I will contact the Deputy directly when the informa-
tion is to hand.

06/11/2018WRR04600Direct Provision Data

06/11/2018WRR04700413. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number 
of persons who have been refused accommodation in direct provision centres to date; the al-
ternatives offered to such persons; the length of time between refusal and their being offered 
accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45158/18]

06/11/2018WRR04800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
As the Deputy is aware, persons seeking international protection are offered accommodation 
and related services by my Department. Not every person accepts this offer and there is no ob-
ligation on any person to do so. Some persons may avail of accommodation with friends and / 
or family or may have means of their own.

A person who does not need accommodation and related services immediately on arrival in 
Ireland may seek to obtain these services at a later date.

In early September 2018, there was a sudden increase in demand for accommodation and 
priority had to be given to families and other vulnerable people arriving into Ireland. The num-
bers who did not initially receive an offer of accommodation are relatively small (approxi-
mately 20 persons) and RIA has now offered accommodation to any of those in this situation 
who contacted it subsequently.

 Since that time additional accommodation has been made available to RIA and all newly 
arrived protection applications who have requested accommodation have been so provided.

As of Sunday evening, 28 October 2018, 5,848 persons were accommodated throughout the 
State. This is from a contracted capacity of 6,051 with just over 160 spaces unavailable due to 
family configurations etc., and 60 spaces available for new applicants. 
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To address ongoing demands, the Reception and Integration Agency (RIA) of my Depart-
ment continues to work actively to identify and contract suitable accommodation. This will 
inevitably involve opening of new accommodation centres across the country.

Quite separate to this, RIA is also engaged in an open competitive process to establish a 
framework of accommodation centres from which we can draw down accommodation as and 
when needed over the coming years. 

06/11/2018WRR04900Sentencing Policy

06/11/2018WRR05000414. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 173 of 19 September 2012, if nine of the 11 prosecutions and resulting 
sentences referred to did not result in the offender being placed on the Sex Offenders Register; 
if not, the reason therefor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45162/18]

06/11/2018WRR05100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy’s question 
relates to a response to a parliamentary question in 2012, which provided anonymised informa-
tion on convictions and sentencing taking place as far back as 2009. My officials have written 
to An Garda Síochána to seek out the further information sought by the Deputy and I will write 
to the Deputy when further information is received.

In the interim, it is helpful to set out some general information regarding the obligation on 
those who are convicted of certain sexual offences to provide certain information to Gardaí. 
While the term ‘Sex Offenders Register’ is commonly used in Ireland, there is in fact no such 
register and the term is not included in any section of the Sex Offenders Act 2001. 

The Sex Offenders Act 2001 contains a comprehensive series of provisions aimed at pro-
tecting children and other persons.  Part 2 of the Act makes persons convicted of a range of 
sexual offences subject to notification requirements. These notification requirements apply au-
tomatically upon conviction and the duration is set by reference to the sentence imposed. 

All offenders subject to the notification requirements are monitored by the Sex Offender 
Management and Intelligence Unit (SOMIU) at the Garda National Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation. The Unit is supported by Garda Inspectors nominated in each Garda Division through-
out the State. 

Of the nine prosecutions to which the question refers, seven resulted in a sentence of more 
than two years which would have placed the person under an indefinite notification require-
ment, and two resulted in either a fine or an entirely suspended sentence, which would have 
placed the person under a notification requirement for five years.

As indicated above, my officials have contacted the Garda authorities in order to confirm 
that in these individual instances the notification requirements were complied with and ap-
propriately monitored. I will write to the Deputy to further update him when more information 
becomes available.

06/11/2018WRR05200Departmental Properties

06/11/2018WRR05300415. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if a company 
(details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or renovate proj-
ects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which it was built; 
if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since construction; the 
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details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45204/18]

06/11/2018WRR05400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Office of Public 
Works acts as the central property services provider for office accommodation for Government 
Departments and carries out all building related projects on behalf of the Department.

My Department has not placed any contracts with the company referenced.  I am advised 
that the Garda authorities were  not in a position to provide their observations within the re-
quired timeframe and I have asked them to provide their response directly  to the Deputy when 
it becomes available.  All other bodies under the Department’s aegis have confirmed that they 
have not had any contracts with this company.

06/11/2018WRR05500Prison Service Staff

06/11/2018WRR05600416. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the expected 
date on which a new director general will be appointed to the Irish Prison Service; the recruit-
ment process in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45212/18]

06/11/2018WRR05700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The selection process for 
recruiting a new Director General of the Irish Prison Service is currently underway. 

This competition is being conducted by the Top Level Appointments Committee, supported 
by the Public Appointments Service. The post was advertised on 28 September 2018, with ap-
plications closing on 18 October 2018.  The selection process is expected to be completed in 
December of this year and the appointment of a new Director General will follow as soon as 
possible thereafter.

06/11/2018WRR05800Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal

06/11/2018WRR05900417. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeframe 
within which a case (details supplied) can be decided by the Criminal Injuries Compensation 
Tribunal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45267/18]

06/11/2018WRR06000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will be 
aware the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal, which has responsibility for the adminis-
tration of the Scheme of Compensation for Personal Injuries Criminally Inflicted, is indepen-
dent of my Department in the processing of individual applications under the Scheme.

I can inform the Deputy that applications in the first instance are decided on a file of papers 
submitted to a single Tribunal Member for consideration as to whether payment of compensa-
tion is appropriate. Each case is addressed on the basis of its individual circumstances.  While 
applications are processed with the minimum of formality compared to court proceedings, in 
making their decisions Tribunal members must be satisfied that all supporting documentation 
submitted is in order e.g. Garda reports arising from the related criminal investigation, vouched 
receipts for expenses, medical reports.   Accordingly, the processing time for each case can vary 
considerably and in these circumstances it is not possible to confirm when a decision will issue 
in an individual case.

06/11/2018WRR06100Garda Recruitment
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06/11/2018WRR06200418. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if final admittance 
to the Garda college for recruits is completed for all persons who applied to join An Garda Sío-
chána in 2016 and 2017; if not, when this recruitment phase will cease; the reason for the delay 
in admittance to the college; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45299/18]

06/11/2018WRR06300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, it is the Garda Commissioner who has responsibility to manage and control generally 
the administration and business of the Garda Síochána, including by arranging for the recruit-
ment, training and appointment of its members and civilian staff.

An Garda Síochána is governed by the Garda Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) 
Regulations 2013. The Public Appointments Service (PAS), on behalf of the Garda Commis-
sioner, manages the initial recruitment stages for selection of Garda trainees. The final stages 
of the recruitment process in which candidates are vetted, and complete a physical competency 
test and a medical examination, are managed by the Garda Commissioner and I, as Minister, 
have no direct involvement in the matter.

The Commissioner has advised me that all applicants remain on the panel until such a time 
as they are offered a place in the Garda College or they are deemed unfit or withdraw from the 
competition. Positions in the Garda College are only offered when all stages of the application 
are complete. All places offered are granted on an Order of Merit basis. I am advised by the 
Commissioner that approximately 170 applicants remain in the 2016 competition and 270 ap-
plicants remain in the 2017 competition.

I would advise any candidate for a position as a Garda trainee to contact the PAS or the 
Garda Appointments Office, depending on the relevant stage of the application process, if they 
have any queries in relation to their application.

06/11/2018WRR06400Visa Applications

06/11/2018WRR06500419. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the progress 
to date in the determination of appeals for visas in the cases of persons (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45383/18]

06/11/2018WRR06600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by the Irish 
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of my Department that the visa applications 
referred to were refused on 3 October 2018 in the Visa Office in New Delhi.  This was com-
municated to the applicants who were advised that an appeal could be submitted within two 
months.  No appeals have yet been received.

If the applicants wish to appeal the refusal decision, they should ensure that they fully ad-
dress the reasons for refusal in the appeal and include all relevant information they wish to have 
taken into account. Appeals are generally processed within 6 weeks of receipt in the Visa Office 
in New Delhi.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to  the 
INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically 
established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response from 
INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

In addition, applicants may themselves e-mail queries directly to INIS (visamail@justice.
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ie).

  Question No. 420 answered with Question No. 378.

  Question No. 421 answered with Question No. 399.

06/11/2018WRR06900Prison Service Staff

06/11/2018WRR07000422. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he is satisfied that 
prisoner and staff health and safety are adequately protected with nursing cover across three 
Mountjoy complexes at night being provided by one nurse; and the steps he will take in this 
regard. [45448/18]

06/11/2018WRR07100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have been advised by 
the Irish Prison Service that there are currently two nurses on duty each night on the Mountjoy 
Campus.  This represents the compliment of nurses required to provide appropriate cover as 
determined by a task review completed by agreement between the Irish Prison Service and its 
staff association.

The Irish Prison Service has confirmed that it is currently reviewing nightly activity levels 
for its clinicians across the prison estate, and will engage with staff representatives under the 
Joint Task Review process in respect of any proposed changes that are required.

06/11/2018WRS00200Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRS00300423. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the details of 
engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his Department has 
had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45462/18]

06/11/2018WRS00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In respect of the Depu-
ty’s question I am advised that Minister of State Stanton has had no engagements, meetings, or 
correspondence with the individual in question in the past three years.

I am further advised that the Department of Health and the Department of Business, En-
terprise, and Innovation will answer this question in relation to Minister of State McGrath and 
Minister of State Breen respectively.

06/11/2018WRS00500Gambling Sector

06/11/2018WRS00600424. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the mea-
sures he is taking to regulate the slot machine industry here; the work being undertaken in ex-
amining the use of amusement licences on premises in which gambling occurs; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45478/18]

06/11/2018WRS00700425. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the mea-
sures he is undertaking to address casino type gambling here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45479/18]

06/11/2018WRS00800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 424 and 425 together.
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The Department of Justice and Equality has no current role in the oversight of the activities 
that take place in gaming arcades.  Gaming licences (as well as individual licences for gaming 
and amusement machines) are issued by the Revenue Commissioners in accordance with the 
Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956.  

As for casino type gambling, private members’ clubs offering gaming facilities and services 
are required to register with the Department of Justice and Equality under the Criminal Justice 
(Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010. 37 such clubs are registered with the 
Department of Justice and Equality. These private members’ clubs are designated persons under 
the 2010 Act and are subject to compliance monitoring by the Department of Justice and Equal-
ity’s Anti-Money Laundering Compliance Unit. This involves onsite inspections by authorised 
officers to ensure that effective anti-money laundering and counter terrorist financing policies 
and procedures are in place in the club and the designated person is adhering to its obligations 
under the Act, including that staff have been appropriately trained in this area. 

However, I am happy to update the Deputy on future plans to address the issues raised by 
him from the perspective of the Department of Justice and Equality.

Firstly, the Government has prepared amendments to update the 1956 Act.  The Gaming 
and Lotteries (Amendment) Bill is currently being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel. The amendments proposed under this Bill address certain deficiencies with regard to 
the conduct of activities regulated under the 1956 Act, and provide for the modernisation of that 
Act by way of, among other matters, updating stake and prize limits and standardising the mini-
mum gambling/betting age at 18. I hope to receive a text for publication by the end of the year.

Secondly, the Government, on 10 January 2018, approved a number of proposals to update 
the 2013 General Scheme of the Gambling Control Bill.  Critically, the Government approved a 
proposal to establish an independent regulatory authority for the gambling industry in Ireland. 
The 2013 proposal had been to have the regulatory function essentially contained within the 
Department. 

To advance the review of the 2013 General Scheme,  I chaired an Interdepartmental Work-
ing Group on Gambling, comprising all stakeholder Departments and the Office of the Attorney 
General. The Group met on 5 occasions between February and June of this year and reviewed 
all of the provisions of the 2013 Scheme, including those relating to casinos and the licensing 
of gaming machines, as well as other relevant developments since. 

The Group is currently preparing its report, which I hope to bring to Government for con-
sideration as soon as possible.  It is expected that the report will include, among other matters, 
recommendations on the future approach to be taken to the regulation of casino type gambling 
and other gaming activities.

06/11/2018WRS01000Crime Data

06/11/2018WRS01100426. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the numbers of 
detected offences as recorded by An Garda Síochána in categories (details supplied) in each of 
the years 2004 to 2017, in tabular form. [45496/18]

06/11/2018WRS01200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation from the Garda authorities and I will contact the Deputy directly when the informa-
tion is to hand.
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06/11/2018WRS01300Domestic Violence Policy

06/11/2018WRS01400427. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
development of a domestic violence risk assessment matrix by An Garda Síochána will be com-
pleted and operational across all divisions. [45556/18]

06/11/2018WRS01500Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I have requested the in-
formation sought from the Garda Commissioner and will respond to the Deputy when I receive 
a response.

06/11/2018WRS01600Garda Data

06/11/2018WRS01700428. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will 
provide a list of all Garda divisions, in tabular form. [45557/18]

06/11/2018WRS01800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): For the Deputy’s in-
formation I have set out in tabular form a list of all Garda Divisions as supplied by the Garda 
Commissioner.

DIVISION
D.M.R. EAST                
D.M.R. NORTH               
D.M.R. NORTH CENTRAL     
D.M.R. SOUTH               
D.M.R. SOUTH CENTRAL     
D.M.R. WEST                
KILDARE                    
LAOIS / OFFALY           
MEATH                      
WESTMEATH 
WICKLOW                    
CAVAN / MONAGHAN         
DONEGAL                    
LOUTH                      
SLIGO / LEITRIM          
KILKENNY/CARLOW          
TIPPERARY                  
WATERFORD                  
WEXFORD                    
CORK CITY                  
CORK NORTH                 
CORK WEST                  
KERRY                      
LIMERICK                   
CLARE                      
GALWAY                     
MAYO                       
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ROSCOMMON / LONGFORD     
For more general information on Garda Facts and Figures please see the link below

  http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

  Questions Nos. 429 to 431, inclusive, answered with Question No. 388.

  Questions Nos. 432 to 434, inclusive, answered with Question No. 387.

06/11/2018WRS02500Magdalen Laundries

06/11/2018WRS02600435. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
recommendation by the Ombudsman to extend the Magdalen laundry redress scheme to women 
that worked as children in Magdalen laundries will be implemented; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45587/18]

06/11/2018WRS02700449. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he re-
mains committed to complying with the recommendations of the Ombudsman’s report, Oppor-
tunity Lost - An Investigation by the Ombudsman into the Administration of the Magdalen Re-
storative Justice Scheme; and if he is satisfied with the ongoing delay by the Attorney General 
to approve an addendum to the Magdalen laundries redress scheme to enable his Department to 
pay out redress entitlements to elderly survivors of the laundries that were admitted via a train-
ing centre or industrial school located in the same building attached to or located on the grounds 
of one of the laundries. [45866/18]

06/11/2018WRS02800Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 435 and 449 together.

The Government is committed to complying with all of the recommendations of the Om-
budsman concerning the operation of the Magdalen Restorative Justice Ex Gratia Scheme, as 
contained in his report of November 2017. 

 The Ombudsman made four recommendations in his report. A Senior Counsel has been 
appointed deal with two of them: to advise on assistance to be given to applicants who lack 
capacity to accept an award and to review cases where there is a dispute in relation to the length 
of stay in a Magdalen Institution.  Her work is  on these issues is progressing.  A third recom-
mendation to do with establishing guidance on the development and operation of future redress 
schemes is currently being examined by an Interdepartmental group led by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform.

The fourth - and principal - recommendation is that the Magdalen scheme should be applied 
to women who worked in the laundry of one of the 12 ‘Magdalen’ Institutions specified in the 
2013 Scheme, but who were resident in one of 14 adjoining institutions. An interdepartmental 
group which included the Office of the Attorney General was established to determine the man-
ner in which this recommendation should be implemented having regard to the recommenda-
tions of the Quirke Report.  Following on from this exercise, in May 2018 the Government 
accepted the Group’s recommendation that the scheme should apply to the cohort of women 
covered by the Ombudsman’s recommendation as follows: that a “general” payment will be 
made for the period of residency in the adjoining institution in addition to a “work” payment 
for the period of work in the laundry of the ‘Magdalen” Institution.  

That decision required some legal and technical work to be completed before applications 
could be processed.   This included the preparation of an addendum to the terms of the scheme.  
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Officials in my Department are working closely with the Office of the Attorney General and I 
expect the addendum to be finalised imminently.  Once this has been finalised the addendum 
will be published and processing of applications will commence. Officials will also contact ap-
plicants to keep them informed of developments.

06/11/2018WRS02900Magdalen Laundries

06/11/2018WRS03000436. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the status 
of an application by a person (details supplied) to the Magdalen restorative justice ex-gratia 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45595/18]

06/11/2018WRS03100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The application in re-
spect of which the Deputy has provided details, falls to be dealt with under a recommendation 
made by the Ombudsman in his November 2017 report on the administration of the Magdalen 
Restorative Justice Ex Gratia Scheme.

 That recommendation concerns the application of the scheme to women who worked in the 
relevant 12 Magdalen Institutions but who resided in one of 14 adjoining institutions.  I have 
set out in detail in two other Dáil Questions today - numbers 435 and 449 - how my Depart-
ment is seeking to implement that recommendation.  That answer explains that an addendum 
to the terms of the scheme will make it clear how the scheme will apply to those covered by 
the Ombudsman’s recommendation.  Officials in my Department are working closely with the 
Office of the Attorney General  and the addendum will be finalised imminently.  It will then be 
published and processing of applications, including that of the person referred to in this ques-
tion, will commence.

06/11/2018WRS03200Direct Provision Data

06/11/2018WRS03300437. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of adults 
and children with leave to remain at the end of October 2018 that are still living in direct provi-
sion. [45602/18]

06/11/2018WRS03400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy David Stanton): 
The total number of persons living in RIA accommodation with leave to remain at the end of 
October 2018 was 620. A more detailed breakdown of this figure between different age groups 
is not readily available. 

Considerable work has been done and continues to support residents with status to move out 
of accommodation centres and to secure permanent accommodation.  

I have been in contact with my colleague the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government with regard to the accommodation issues faced by persons who have been granted 
a permission to remain in Ireland. Those discussions are on-going. 

My Department also provides funding to NGOs and approved housing bodies to support 
persons who have been granted permission to remain with their move to permanent accom-
modation.

06/11/2018WRS03500Policing Authority Remit
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06/11/2018WRS03600438. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when instruc-
tions were given to the Policing Authority and or the Garda Inspectorate to oversee a review 
of the boundaries of Garda districts and the spread of Garda stations; when it is expected this 
review will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45616/18]

06/11/2018WRS03700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that the Garda Commissioner is primarily responsible for the effective and efficient use of 
the resources available to An Garda Síochána. As Minister, I have no direct role in the matter.

The Programme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to “mandate the Po-
licing Authority to oversee a review of the boundaries of Garda districts and the dispersement 
of Garda stations”.  On foot of this commitment, the then Tánaiste issued a letter to the Policing 
Authority on 30 June 2016 in relation to the matter. 

I understand that the Policing Authority subsequently requested the Garda Síochána Inspec-
torate to carry out a review of the dispersal and use of resources available to An Garda Síochána 
in the delivery of policing services to local communities.   

I understand that it is anticipated that the review will be submitted to the Policing Authority 
by the end of this year.

  Question No. 439 answered with Question No. 411.

06/11/2018WRS03900Closed-Circuit Television Systems

06/11/2018WRS04000440. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the square foot-
age that will be captured by the CCTV cameras that have been approved in the 20 approved 
applications under the community CCTV grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45761/18]

06/11/2018WRS04100441. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the procedures 
in place to allow An Garda Síochána access footage captured on CCTV operated pursuant to the 
community based CCTV schemes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45762/18]

06/11/2018WRS04200Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 440 and 441 together.

CCTV systems installed for the purposes of crime prevention and as aids to policing in areas 
to which the general public routinely have access, such as town centres, fall into two distinct 
but complementary categories, namely Garda CCTV systems and community-based CCTV 
systems. Both these categories have as their legal basis section 38 of the Garda Síochána Act 
2005, as amended, which deals with CCTV for the purpose of securing public order and safety 
in public places. 

Community CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the 
Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006.  It may be noted that under the 2005 Act as amended, 
the power to establish the criteria for community CCTV schemes is a matter for the Policing 
Authority, by order made with the approval of the Government. 

This legal framework requires that any proposed community CCTV scheme must:

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner, and
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- have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data controller.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded.

As is clear from this legislative basis, the responsibility for approval of any proposed Com-
munity CCTV scheme does not rest with me as Minister.  Rather, the relevant approvals are by 
the local Joint Policing Committee, relevant Local Authority and the Garda Commissioner. The 
matters raised, such as square footage of cameras proposed to be used in establishment of a new 
CCTV system and/or the procedures to be adopted by all parties in applying and satisfying the 
legislative framework, are for those authorities.

The grant aid scheme administered by my Department is intended to assist groups in fund-
ing the establishment of community based CCTV systems in their local areas, with grant-aid 
of up to 60% of the total capital cost of a proposed CCTV system available, up to a maximum 
total of €40,000.  It will be appreciated that the grant-aid scheme does not and cannot alter the 
statutory requirements for approval of CCTV systems.  Full details of the grant aid package are 
available to download from my Department’s website www.justice.ie and support and guidance 
is available to help interested groups to apply for this funding through a dedicated email address 
communitycctv@justice.ie

  Question No. 442 answered with Question No. 378.

06/11/2018WRS04500Legislative Measures

06/11/2018WRS04600443. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality when the 
Criminal Justice (Suspended Sentences of Imprisonment) Act 2017 will be commenced; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45770/18]

06/11/2018WRS04700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): It is proposed to com-
mence the Criminal Justice (Suspended Sentences of Imprisonment) Act 2017 in the next Court 
term.  Commencement of the legislation had to be delayed pending the drafting of necessary 
District Court Rules, which are detailed and technical in nature, and the provision of training 
to Courts Service staff to facilitate proper implementation of the revised suspended sentencing 
arrangements. The District Court Rules are currently in the process of being finalised, having 
regard to legal advices from the Office of the Attorney General.

As the Deputy may be aware, the legislation was brought forward following a High Court 
judgment in April 2016 which found certain provisions of section 99 of the Criminal Justice 
Act 2006 in relation to the activation of suspended sentences to be unconstitutional. The es-
sential difficulty was the lack of an effective appeal mechanism in respect of a second, trigger-
ing conviction prior to referral to the original court for a decision on activation of a suspended 
sentence. It should be noted, however, that the whole of section 99, which provides for the 
overall suspended sentencing regime, was not struck down.  This meant that the general power 
to suspend sentences remained.  It also meant that provisions providing another mechanism for 
the activation of suspended sentences remained in place, as an alternative to the courts-driven 
process. This allows a member of the Garda Síochána, a probation officer or the governor of a 
prison to apply to the court for activation of a suspended sentence where a breach of the condi-
tions of the suspension has occurred. This alternative mechanism has therefore remained avail-
able to the relevant authorities pending commencement of the amending legislation.

06/11/2018WRS04800Departmental Reports
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06/11/2018WRS04900444. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the timeline for 
the roll-out of a second sexual abuse and violence in Ireland, SAVI, report; if the Cabinet has 
seen the recommendations of the expert scoping group; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45793/18]

06/11/2018WRS05000Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): This Government is com-
mitted to preventing and addressing sexual violence in Ireland. It is extremely important to 
Government but, more importantly, to victims of this violence, that policy must be effective and 
driven by accurate, up to date, reliable data. Knowledge and information are essential to making 
effective policies to prevent and combat sexual violence. 

The Sexual Abuse and Violence in Ireland (SAVI) report was formative research in this area 
and its results had a significant impact on policy; both at the time of its publication in 2002 and 
since then.  

As the Deputy is aware, the expert Scoping Group has completed a draft report consider-
ing the availability of data and making recommendations on a study to identify the prevalence 
of, and emerging trends in relation to, sexual abuse and violence in Ireland. A further piece of 
technical work is now being completed so that proposals can be brought to Cabinet in the com-
ing weeks. 

Given the need to resolve the technical matters before bringing the matter to Cabinet, the 
Cabinet has not yet considered the recommendations of the expert Scoping Group. Until such 
a time as the Cabinet considers the report of the Scoping Group along with the deliberations on 
technical matters it is not yet possible to specify timelines for the roll out of any sexual violence 
survey. However, I can assure the Deputy that once the report has been considered by Govern-
ment, I will make an announcement to outline the way forward in relation to this issue.

06/11/2018WRS05100Crime Data

06/11/2018WRS05200445. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the number of 
offences committed in which at least one offender was on bail for another offence in 2018, by 
crime type; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45797/18]

06/11/2018WRS05300Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy is aware, 
the Central Statistics Office, as the national statistical agency, is responsible for the compilation 
and publication of crime statistics.  As the Deputy will be aware, the CSO is currently publish-
ing crime statistics under reservation.  

The following table shows the number of crime incidents which are currently recorded as 
having at least one offender on bail for the years 2013-2017. The figures for 2018 are not avail-
able from the CSO at this time. 

As the Deputy knows, a decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the presid-
ing Judge, who is, subject only to the Constitution and the law, independent in the exercise of 
his or her judicial functions. There is also a Constitutional presumption in favour of the grant 
of bail as, under Irish Law, a person is presumed innocent until proven guilty.  The Criminal 
Justice Act 2017 strengthens the operation of the bail system with the aim of making the law 
as effective as possible in protecting the public against crimes committed by persons on bail. 

Recorded crime incidents with at least one suspected offender on bail 2013 to 2018 by type 
of offence committed.
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Incident Type 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
01 Homicide Offences 7 10 8 4 5
02 Sexual Offences 20 26 28 24 30
03 Attempts/Threats to 
Murder,assaults, ha-
rassments and related 
offences

504 669 745 746 912

04 Dangerous or Negli-
gent Acts

216 300 326 431 502

05 Kidnapping and Re-
lated Offences

7 6 16 8 13

06 Robbery,  Extortion 
and Hijacking Offences

285 399 371 322 351

07 Burglary and Related 
Offences

1241 1674 1532 1331 1342

08 Theft and Related 
Offences

4116 5136 5636 6007 6907

09 Fraud,  Deception 
and related Offences

168 224 281 243 248

10 Controlled Drug Of-
fences

1163 1822 1883 1987 2035

11 Weapons and Explo-
sives Offences

337 438 463 436 463

12 Damage to Property 
and to the Environment

641 878 901 866 841

13 Public Order and 
other Social Code Of-
fences

2841 3713 4558 4258 5180

15 Offences against 
Government, Justice 
Procedures and Organi-
sation of Crime

4777 6629 8073 8823 9519

These statistics are categorised as Under Reservation. This categorisation indicates that the 
quality of these statistics do not meet the standards required of official statistics published by 
CSO

see http://www.cso.ie/en/methods/crime/statisticsunderreservationfaqs/.

06/11/2018WRS05400Garda Transport Provision

06/11/2018WRS05500446. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the provision 
of funding has been investigated for the purchase of additional high powered off-road bikes for 
use by An Garda Síochána in specialised situations or pursuits; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45834/18]

06/11/2018WRS05600Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): The Deputy will be aware 
that there has been very significant investment in Garda resources across the State in recent 
years. The Government’s Capital Plan 2016 – 2021 provides €46 million for investment in the 
Garda fleet, to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet, 
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in addition to the investment of almost €30 million in the period 2013 to 2015. In total in the 
period 2013 - 2017, almost €44 million has been invested in the fleet with some 2,000 vehicles 
coming on stream to ensure that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads and 
in the community to prevent and tackle crime.

Decisions in relation to the provision and allocation of Garda vehicles, including motor-
bikes, across the various Garda divisions are a matter for the Commissioner in light of his iden-
tified operational demands and the availability of resources. As Minister, I have no direct role in 
that matter.  I understand however that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities so as to ensure their 
optimum use. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that, as of 2 November 2018, there are 129 motor-
cycles in the Garda fleet. I understand that there are no off-road motorcycles currently in the 
Garda fleet. I am advised by the Garda authorities that it is considered that there is no opera-
tional imperative to invest in such off-road motorbikes.

06/11/2018WRT00200State Claims Agency

06/11/2018WRT00300447. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Justice and Equality further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 279 of 16 October 2018, the reason for the ongoing delay with a claim 
for compensation lodged with the State Claims Agency in the case of persons (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45857/18]

06/11/2018WRT00400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy was previ-
ously informed, the role of the State Claims Agency includes management of personal injury 
and property damage claims brought against certain State authorities.

I understand that the State Claims Agency is managing the claim referred to by the Deputy 
on behalf of An Garda Síochána. 

I am informed by the State Claims Agency that it is in regular contact with the persons re-
ferred to in connection with their claim submitted in April of this year, and that it will notify 
them further when its investigations are complete.

I further understand from the State Claims Agency that it has additionally responded to the 
Deputy to update him on the progress of its investigation.

06/11/2018WRT00500Garda Training

06/11/2018WRT00600448. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the train-
ing facilities available at both Garda headquarters and the Garda training college for the Garda 
driving school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45862/18]

06/11/2018WRT00700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): As the Deputy will ap-
preciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for carrying on and managing and controlling 
generally the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including by arranging for 
facilities for the training of the members and civilian staff of An Garda Síochána. As Minister, 
I have no direct role in the matter.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that there are driver training facilities at the Garda 
College, Templemore and at Garda Headquarters, Phoenix Park, Dublin. 
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In the case of the Garda College, driver training is located in a separate building within the 
confines of the College.   

In the case of both the Garda College and Garda Headquarters, the driving schools are self-
sufficient as training centres and include a modern classroom containing appropriate networked 
computer facilities and an interactive whiteboard for classroom presentations, as well as office 
space and a fully functional and secure garage area. These secure garage areas are also used to 
ensure the training fleet can be maintained to the highest standard. 

Driver training has the use of a private, secure area for slow manoeuvre training within the 
confines of both the Garda College and Garda Headquarters respectively.  Both also have access 
to the Irish road network, to ensure that course participants receive instruction and training in 
situations that will be experienced in the live environment.

  Question No. 449 answered with Question No. 435.

06/11/2018WRT00900Irish Prison Service

06/11/2018WRT01000450. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if the design guidance 
manual for Irish Prisons 2011, mentioned in the Prison Service document Unlocking Commu-
nity Alternatives – A Cork Approach 2012 has been published; if so, the location in which it is 
available; and if it can be made available on his Department’s website. [45867/18]

06/11/2018WRT01100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): I am advised by my of-
ficials in the Irish Prison Service that the Design Guidance Manual for Irish Prisons 2011, men-
tioned in the Prison Service document Unlocking Community Alternatives - A Cork Approach 
2012 sets out the technical requirements for prisons.

As there are sensitive security measures outlined within the document it is not a published 
document and thus cannot be made available on the Department’s website.

06/11/2018WRT01200North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRT01300451. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality if he will report 
on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45900/18]

06/11/2018WRT01400Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): My Department provides 
funding to two independent commissions with a North-South focus - the Independent Commis-
sion for the Location of Victims Remains (ICLVR) and the Independent Reporting Commission 
(IRC). 

The ICLVR was established by the Irish and British Governments in 1999 as one of the 
actions to acknowledge and address the suffering of the victims of violence as a necessary ele-
ment of reconciliation in the context of the Peace Process.  The ICLVR’s task is to facilitate the 
location of the remains of a number of persons who were killed and buried secretly by paramili-
tary organisations during the troubles.  I can assure the Deputy and, indeed, the families of the 
Disappeared that the ICLVR’s investigation team has had and will continue to have whatever 
resources it needs to carry out its work.

The IRC was established by international agreement between the Irish and British Govern-
ments as one part of the range of initiatives of the 2015 Fresh Start Agreement designed to 
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address paramilitary activity in Northern Ireland.  The function of the IRC is to monitor prog-
ress on tackling paramilitarism and to report to the two Governments.  The two Governments 
recently received and published the first report of  the IRC.  The Government will fully support 
the IRC in delivering on its important mandate.

These bodies are funded jointly by the two Governments. The precise allocation for 2019 
for the relevant subhead in my Department’s Vote is currently being finalised as part of the pro-
cess of preparation of the Revised Estimates Volume for 2019 and will be published before the 
end of the year by my colleague, the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform.  
However, I can advise the Deputy that there will be no reduction in the funding available to 
these bodies.

06/11/2018WRT01500Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRT01600452. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Justice and Equality the amount his 
Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigations and State inqui-
ries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism and State tribunals; the number 
and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45914/18]

06/11/2018WRT01700Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Charles Flanagan): In respect of the Dep-
uty’s question please see the following table which outlines the amount my Department has 
spent on carrying out commissions of investigations and State inquiries, as recommended by 
the Independent Review Mechanism and State tribunals, to date in 2018.   This information is 
up to date as of 30 September 2018.

Commission of Investigation/State Inquiry Costs €
Section 42 Inquiries 
 Clancy Inquiry under Section 42 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended (es-
tablished by S.I. no. 196 of 2017)

 €104,698

 Tuohey Inquiry under Section 42 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended (es-
tablished by S.I. no. 197 of 2017)

 €100,184

 Kelly Inquiry under Section 42 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended (es-
tablished by S.I. no. 198 of 2017)

 €86,186

 Nugent Inquiry under Section 42 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended (es-
tablished by S.I. no. 199 of 2017)

 €72,917

Mulcahy Inquiry under Section 42 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended (es-
tablished by S.I. no. 200 of 2017) 

 €92,537

 General expenditure for the 5 Section 42 
Inquiries

 €24,878

 Total  €481,400

06/11/2018WRT01800Arms Trade

06/11/2018WRT01900453. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
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tion the reason €0 worth of arms exports have been reported by Ireland for the period 2009 to 
2016 under the EU common code of conduct on arms exports despite over €419 million worth 
of licences being reported for the same period; the reason Ireland has not provided informa-
tion for actual arms exports during this period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45229/18]

06/11/2018WRT02000454. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the value of arms exports during the period 2009 to 2016; the measures taken to ensure all 
information on arms exports in line with the EU common position is accurately reported in the 
future; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45230/18]

06/11/2018WRT02100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 453 and 454 together.

In 2008, the Council adopted Common Position 2008/944/CFSP defining common rules 
governing control of exports of military technology and equipment. The Common Position 
replaced an earlier political agreement, the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports. My Depart-
ment is responsible for implementing these controls in Ireland. 

Under Irish law, export licences must be sought in respect of the export from Ireland of 
goods and technology with a military classification, and any component thereof, as defined 
by the Common Military List of the European Union. Not all military export licences relate 
to commercial sales; for example, export licences are required for the temporary export of 
military-classified equipment for servicing and repair.  

The EU Common Military list is quite expansive and includes 22 categories of arms, muni-
tions, military equipment and technologies. Ireland does not export arms or munitions but does 
export other items with a military classification. 

I publish an annual report under the Control of Exports Act 2008 which includes informa-
tion on military licences issued. The purpose of publishing such a report is to provide the gen-
eral public with greater transparency on exports of controlled goods and services. 

Figures published in annual reports under the Control of Exports Act 2008 in respect of 
military export licences for the period 2009 to 2017 were as follows:

Year Number of Licences Issued Value of Licences Issued 
(€m) 

2009 119 33 
2010 98 24 
2011 72 27 
2012 129 47 
2013 108 62 
2014 95 86 
2015 81 43 
2016 128 63 
2017 118 25 
These figures were provided to the Council Working Party on Conventional Arms Exports 

(COARM) and were contained in the annual reports published in accordance with Article 8(2) 
of Council Common Position 2008/944/CFSP for the corresponding years. 

As is noted in the COARM reports, Member States are only required to provide the value 
of goods and services  which have been licensed for export.   Actual exports are published only 
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where such data are available.  As noted in the report Ireland and several other Member States 
do not collect these data.  However, the total value of licences issued represents the maximum 
value of permitted exports. The value of the licences issued may therefore exceed the value of 
actual exports for a variety of reasons; for example, anticipated repeat sales not materialising.

06/11/2018WRT02300Work Permits Eligibility

06/11/2018WRT02400455. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if working visa restrictions will be relaxed to allow working visas for persons (details supplied) 
outside the EU. [45742/18]

06/11/2018WRT02500456. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if working visa restrictions will be relaxed to allow working visas for people (details supplied) 
outside the EU. [45743/18]

06/11/2018WRT02600457. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if working visa restrictions will be relaxed to allow working visas for people (details supplied) 
outside the EU. [45744/18]

06/11/2018WRT02700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 455 to 457, inclusive, together.

Ireland operates a managed employment permits system which maximises the benefits of 
economic migration while minimising the risk of disrupting Ireland’s labour market. Current 
Government policy is to issue employment permits for the employment of non-EEA nationals 
for specific vacancies and where the positions on offer cannot be reasonably filled from within 
Ireland, Switzerland and the EEA.

Access to a high quality, innovative and adaptable talent pool is critical for the sustainable 
growth of the Irish economy and keeping Ireland competitive. 

Employment permits are part of the response to addressing skills needs likely to continue 
into the medium term. Employment permit policy has focussed on facilitating the recruitment 
of highly skilled personnel from outside the European Economic Area (EEA) where skills 
needs cannot be met by normal recruitment or training.  The Employment Permits system is not 
orientated towards any particular country or region and almost all non-EEA nationals, includ-
ing citizens from the Philippines, Brazil and the wider South American region can apply for an 
employment permit if all conditions are satisfied.

The system for determining eligibility for employment permits is flexible and responsive 
to change with the list of eligible occupations reviewed on a bi-annual basis. However, it is 
not intended as a long-term substitute for upskilling the State’s resident workforce or sourcing 
skills from within the EEA. In undertaking any adjustment in the orientation of the system, the 
interests of the some 210,700 people on the Live Register in Ireland and the 16.5 million unem-
ployed in the EU 28 must be remembered. 

In light of the changing economy and as we continue towards near full employment, it is 
imperative that the employment permits system is correctly oriented to meet the State’s labour 
market needs.  To that end, I recently published a report reviewing the economic migration 
policies underpinning the current employment permits system to ensure our policies are fully 
supportive of Ireland’s labour market needs, be they skills or labour shortages in certain sec-
tors.  The report confirms that our employment permits system is largely robust with some 
adjustment required to ensure continued responsiveness, setting out recommendations to be 
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addressed over the short, medium and long term that will ensure that our employment permits 
system will play its part in supporting Ireland’s labour market needs.  

06/11/2018WRT03000Small and Medium Enterprises Supports

06/11/2018WRT03100458. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the supports proposed to assist SMEs in County Kildare as a result of budget 2019; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44627/18]

06/11/2018WRT03200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since 
becoming Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, I have made jobs and enterprise in 
the regions my top priority. Enterprise development has been central to our success in reducing 
unemployment from a high of 16% to 5.4% at the end of September - the lowest level in over 
a decade. 

The Mid East region has seen good progress recently, with an unemployment rate of 5% in 
2017, the lowest rate of all the regions. Overall employment figures for the region increased 
by 32,900 from Q1 2015 to Q2 2018. In 2017, both Enterprise Ireland and IDA reported job 
increases in the Mid East of 4% and 6% respectively.   

I am happy to say that in Budget 2019, I secured an increase in my Department’s total ex-
chequer allocation by 9.1% year on year, up from €871 million to €950.2 million.

This is made up of a record €620 million in capital and €330.2 million in current funding, 
which includes:

- an increase of €65 million in capital – up 11.7% on this year’s allocation of €555 million; 
and

- an increase of €14.2 million in current – almost 4.5% more than our 2018 allocation of 
€316 million.

Regional development was one of my three main priorities for Budget 2019 and I approved 
a range of measures to drive indigenous enterprise development and regional growth. 

I secured additional funding of €5 million in Budget 2019 for the Local Enterprise Offices. 
This brings the (LEO) capital allocation for 2019 to €27.5 million, a significant increase of 22% 
on the 2018 figure.

This additional funding will enable the LEOs to focus on supporting, strengthening and 
building resilience for commercial start-ups, micro-enterprises and local businesses that will 
sustain and create good quality jobs in every town and county, including Kildare. The LEOs will 
work with the broad range of small and micro indigenous enterprises across sectors to ensure 
that they are informed and have plans in place to manage the new trading relationships on the 
island and with the UK more generally. This will include a new customs training programme for 
all businesses, exporters and importers, to be rolled out in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland.

I was also pleased to announce an additional capital allocation €2.75 million to Enterprise 
Ireland to start developing regional innovation and technology clusters with Institutes of Tech-
nology right across the country, positioning them as drivers of world-class start-ups and growth 
enterprises.

Through Enterprise Ireland, I also doubled funding for the Online Retail Pilot Scheme to 
€1.25 million in 2019, which will support SMEs in the retail sector to have a stronger online 
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presence. This new Scheme follows through on our commitment to increase the scale and in-
ternationalisation of indigenous enterprise; increase productivity in high-employment sectors; 
and encourage Brexit readiness. 

In addition, I also secured funding for a new phase of Enterprise Ireland’s Seed & Venture 
Capital Scheme out to 2024. The new scheme, which is worth €175 million, will be oriented 
towards seed and early stage investments, where there is a very clear market failure.

I announced an additional €1.8 million investment for the Design Craft Council of Ireland 
(DCCOI) which will assist craft enterprises all over the country to develop and generate ad-
ditional export sales and online revenue opportunities, increased market diversification so as to 
underpin sustainable growth. 

In addition, the Future Growth Loan Scheme announced in Budget 2019 will make a fund 
of up to €300 million available to SMEs for terms of 8-10 years. The scheme will be open to 
eligible Irish businesses, including those in the primary agriculture and seafood sectors, to sup-
port strategic, long-term investment in a post-Brexit environment. Finance provided under the 
scheme will be competitively priced and have favourable terms, with loans of up to €500,000 
unsecured. The scheme is expected to launch in early 2019 and will sit alongside the Brexit 
Loan Scheme as part of the Department’s suite of Brexit supports.

In April of this year, along with Minister Breen, I met with the Chairs of all the Regional 
Action Plan for Jobs committees and other regional stakeholders, to start a process to refresh 
and refocus all Regional Plans to ensure their effectiveness, relevance and impact out to 2020, 
particularly in light of Brexit. I am pleased with the ambition and quality of the proposals being 
developed. The refreshed Mid East Region Action Plan for Jobs will enhance the impact and 
delivery of the supports outlined in Budget 2019, and existing supports, to increase job creation 
and enterprise development.

06/11/2018WRT03300Foreign Direct Investment

06/11/2018WRT03400459. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion her views on recent statistics from UNCTAD that show that total foreign direct investment 
inflows into the State declined by €71 billion for the first half of 2018; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44708/18]

06/11/2018WRT03500460. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and In-
novation if she will report on foreign direct investment for the first three quarters of 2018; if 
an organisation (details supplied) is concerned that the tax changes by President Trump may 
be having a negative affect on this investment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44709/18]

06/11/2018WRT03600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 459 and 460 together.

Ireland continues to perform very strongly in terms of attracting Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI), with over 210,000 people employed in IDA Ireland client companies here.  FDI flows 
into the country have been particularly significant in recent years with pronounced growth in 
total job numbers and investment projects. 

The reduction in FDI in the referenced report concerns the movement of cash assets follow-
ing the enactment of the US Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in late 2017.  While I understand some US 
firms in Ireland have repatriated such financial resources since that legislation came into force, 
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there has been little discernible impact on their actual operations here.

I am also confident, despite recent changes to the American taxation system, that US and 
international firms will continue to locate or expand further in Ireland. Our strengths – includ-
ing our pro-enterprise policy environment, highly educated workforce and competitive taxation 
regime – remain attractive to international investors. Indeed, the IDA’s mid-year results reflect 
an active and healthy pipeline of investment into the country. The Agency, for example, secured 
139 projects in the first six months of this year, compared with 114 in the first half of 2017.  

The Government is nevertheless very much conscious of our need to remain as competitive 
as possible in FDI terms. That is why we will continue to invest, for example, in our national 
infrastructure and take other steps that will help ensure Ireland remains a destination of choice 
for overseas investors.

06/11/2018WRT03800Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRT03900461. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 176 and 177 of 18 October 2018, if he will provide 
minutes and briefings associated with his meeting of 30 January 2018 (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [44720/18]

06/11/2018WRT04000Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
John Halligan): The meeting referenced in the response to Parliamentary Questions 176 and 
177 of 18 October 2018 was not with the company named in the Deputy’s question.

The meeting that took place in the Department on 30th January 2018 was with representa-
tives of Enet and SSE. The meeting was attended by Minister Halligan and a Department of-
ficial. I have arranged for the minutes of this meeting and a briefing note prepared ahead of this 
meeting to be forwarded to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRT04100Work Permits Applications

06/11/2018WRT04200462. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when a person (details supplied) will receive a decision on an application for a critical skills 
employment permit. [44723/18]

06/11/2018WRT04300469. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when a person (details supplied) will receive a decision on an application for a critical skills 
employment permit. [44948/18]

06/11/2018WRT04400474. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when a person (details supplied) can expect a decision on their application for a critical skills 
employment permit. [45097/18]

06/11/2018WRT04500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 462, 469 and 474 together.

The Employment Permits section of my Department inform me that an application for a 
Critical Skills Employment Permit for the person concerned was received on 1st October 2018. 

As the Employment Permits section is currently processing Standard applications received 
on 24th July 2018, this application should be considered within the next 10 weeks.
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The Employment Permits section has experienced high levels of demand for employment 
permits so far this year which has contributed to increased processing times for applications.  
At end October 2018, 13,953 applications had been received, a 28% increase on the same time 
last year.

In order to reduce processing times, the Employment Permits section has introduced a num-
ber of operational changes, streamlined processes and implemented ICT solutions.  Additional 
staffing resources have also been assigned to the section and a fast track training programme 
has been devised. 

As a result of the implementation of these changes, processing times are now reducing.  
Trusted Partner processing times have reduced to 5 weeks (from a peak of 7 weeks) and Stan-
dard application processing times have reduced to 15 weeks (from a peak of 16 weeks).  

Further reductions in processing times are anticipated in the coming weeks as the changes 
being implemented by my officials continue to manifest.  

06/11/2018WRT04600Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRT04700463. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if she, her departmental officials and or her ministerial predecessors have met companies 
and an organisation (details supplied) and-or representatives of same in the past three years to 
date; if so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [44769/18]

06/11/2018WRT04800Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Re-
cords indicate that a meeting with Enet took place in the Department on 30th January 2018. The 
meeting was attended by Minister Halligan and an official of the Department. I have arranged 
for the minute of this meeting to be sent to the Deputy.

As I outlined in response to previous questions from the Deputy, I met with a representative 
of Enet in December 2016 in my previous role as Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs. I was accompanied by a Department official at this meeting which re-
lated to matters now under the remit of the Department of Rural and Community Development. 
That Department has informed me that, as this meeting was a short meet and greet, no minutes 
were taken.

The records in my Department do not indicate that there were any meetings between my 
predecessors and the company in question in this period.

06/11/2018WRT04900Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRT05000464. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 176 and 177 of 18 October 2018, if further infor-
mation will be supplied in respect of her meeting with a representative of a company (details 
supplied) in December 2016 in her previous role as Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs; if she will supply the briefing notes and minutes of this meeting; the 
number of meetings she had with the company since 2015 to date; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44788/18]

06/11/2018WRT05100Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
outlined in my previous response, I met with a representative of the company in question in De-
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cember 2016 in my previous role as Minister for Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs. I was accompanied by an official of the Department. The meeting related to issues now 
under the remit of the Department of Rural and Community Development.

The meeting was a short meet and greet with a representative of the company who wished 
to outline the company’s operating model, provide an update on its work on the Metropolitan 
Area Networks, and an outline of their ideas around the key issues and opportunities concerning 
rural telecommunications and infrastructure. 

I have consulted with the Department of Rural and Community Development, who have 
informed me that a briefing note was prepared by officials ahead of the meeting. This briefing 
note has now been provided to me by that Department and I will arrange for it to be sent to the 
Deputy. The Department of Rural and Community Development has informed me that, as the 
meeting was a short introductory meeting, no minutes were taken.

I have not met the company on any other occasions since 2015 to date.

06/11/2018WRT05200Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRT05300465. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by her Department in each 
of the past ten years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44852/18]

06/11/2018WRT05400466. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the consultations undertaken by her Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44870/18]

06/11/2018WRT05500Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 465 and 466 together.

Details of public consultations undertaken by my Department since 2009 have been made 
available on my Department’s website, and can be accessed at the following address:

https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Consultations/  

Submissions received in response to public consultations are held in the relevant business 
units within my Department.

06/11/2018WRT05700Work Permits Data

06/11/2018WRT05800467. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her plans to ensure there are no labour shortages with impediments preventing firms hiring 
overseas workers (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44926/18]

06/11/2018WRT05900Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
construction sector occupations you mention are all eligible for a General Employment Permit, 
which is the primary means of granting access to the labour market for skills of a more general 
nature following the application of certain criteria.  

The employment permits system is managed in part through the operation of the Highly 
Skilled Eligible Occupations List (HSEOL) and the Ineligible Categories of Employment List 
(ICEL) and these occupations lists are reviewed twice yearly to keep pace with rapid labour 
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market changes and to be proactively identifying and addressing shortages as they arise.  My 
Department has commenced the Quarter 4 2018 review of the lists of occupations for employ-
ment permits with a public call for submissions from stakeholders and interest groups request-
ing changes to the lists. The closing date for receipt of submissions was last Friday 2nd Novem-
ber 2018. Submissions have been received in respect of a range of occupations including the 
construction sector.

In order to have an occupation considered for addition to the HSEOL, there would need to 
be a clear demonstration of current recruitment difficulties and shortages across the EEA and 
that difficulties are not as a result of other factors such as salary, employment conditions or lack 
of upskilling opportunities.  Organisations in the sector would need to provide the necessary 
data to substantiate their claims.  A detailed evidence-based case requesting the additional of 
an occupation to the highly skilled list would then need to be put forward by the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government as the lead Department for the sector, to my Depart-
ment for review and consideration.  This evidence-based case model was used successfully re-
cently by the agrifood sector in demonstrating the difficulties experienced and the efforts made 
by that sector in sourcing labour from the EEA.  

In light of the changing economy and as we continue towards near full employment, it is 
imperative that the employment permits system is correctly oriented to meet the State’s labour 
market needs.  To that end, I recently published a report reviewing the economic migration 
policies underpinning the current employment permits system to ensure our policies are fully 
supportive of Ireland’s labour market needs, be they skills or labour shortages in certain sec-
tors.  The report confirms that our employment permits system is largely robust with some 
adjustment required to ensure continued responsiveness, setting out recommendations to be 
addressed over the short, medium and long term that will ensure that our employment permits 
system will play its part in supporting Ireland’s labour market needs.

06/11/2018WRT06000Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRT06100468. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion the number of meetings that took place between her Department and the Office of the Di-
rector of Corporate Enforcement during the preparation of the prosecution case against a person 
(details supplied). [44938/18]

06/11/2018WRT06200Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Sec-
tion 949(3) of the Companies Act 2014 provides that the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
shall be independent in the performance of his functions. The purpose of this provision, and 
similar provisions in legislation in other areas of law enforcement, is to ensure that the law is 
enforced without the possibility of interference from any party or the appearance of any such 
interference.

In line with these provisions, and following a search of Departmental records, I am advised 
that the Department was not involved in any meetings with the Office of the Director of Corpo-
rate Enforcement (ODCE) on the issue of the preparation of the prosecution case.

However, in relation to the resourcing of the investigation, on 16 March 2011, the Secretar-
ies General of the then Department of Enterprise, Trade and Innovation and the then Depart-
ment of Justice and Law Reform met with the Garda Commissioner and officials from the 
Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement. The meeting was arranged to ensure that all 
appropriate resources were available to the Gardaí and the ODCE to progress their investiga-
tions. It was made clear at the meeting that the independence of all the agencies involved in 
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carrying out the investigations was fully respected and there was a clear desire at all levels that 
nothing would be done which would in any way impinge on that.

It is important to note that it is a matter for the Director of Public Prosecutions as to whether 
he or she proceeds with the prosecution of a case following the submission of a file from an 
enforcement body.  The preparation of the prosecution case is a matter for the Office of the Di-
rector of Public Prosecutions which is independent in the exercise of its functions.

  Question No. 469 answered with Question No. 462.

06/11/2018WRT06400Job Creation

06/11/2018WRT06500470. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
status of the work carried out following meetings with local representatives in Athy municipal 
district to help improve employment in the area due to the announcement of the closure of a 
plant (details supplied). [44982/18]

06/11/2018WRT06600Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
decision by Coca Cola to close Athy International Concentrates was very disappointing for the 
town of Athy and its wider catchment area. I am informed that the closure is taking place on 
a phased basis from September 2018 to December 2019. While I very much regret this devel-
opment, I understand that Coca Cola has committed to supporting staff through redundancy 
packages, financial advice and re-training. The company has made it clear that it remains fully 
committed to its other facilities in Ireland.  I understand that more than half the roles that are 
being lost in Athy will transfer to its facility in Ballina. 

The company indicated to IDA Ireland that they are exploring all options with regard to the 
building but have not yet confirmed an option. 

On 14th June 2018, I attended a meeting in Athy with local representatives to discuss the 
closure of the plant. This meeting was a useful opportunity to hear first-hand the impact that 
this announcement will have on Athy and the surrounding area as well as specific challenges 
Athy faces. 

At the meeting, I reiterated the Government’s commitment to work towards bringing re-
gional unemployment to within one percentage point of the national average by 2020. I am 
pleased that the Mid-East, as a region, is currently performing very strongly on that measure 
with an unemployment figure of 5.8% which exceeds that target (CSO Labour Force Survey 
Q2 2018). 

Regional development is a key priority of the IDA, with a target set of increasing invest-
ment in every region of Ireland - by 30%-40% by 2019. Co. Kildare is marketed by IDA Ireland 
as part of the Mid-East region, together with counties Meath and Wicklow. There are 28 IDA 
supported client companies in Kildare, collectively employing 9,282 people.  IDA Ireland is 
working hard to increase these numbers further. A dedicated Regional Business Development 
Manager for the Mid-East has been appointed to assist the Agency in winning more investment 
for the area. The Agency will continue to draw the attention of potential investors to the particu-
lar strengths of Co. Kildare and the wider Mid-East region.  

It is important to emphasise that FDI only forms one part of potential investment in regional 
locations. Indigenous enterprise is responsible for a significant portion of employment growth 
nationally, especially outside Dublin. My Department and all its agencies, including Enterprise 
Ireland and the LEOs, work together constantly and collaboratively to ensure that jobs and in-
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vestment are spread as fairly as possible across this country.  

Enterprise Ireland (EI) is working to improve the situation in Athy together with the Local 
Authority and the Local Enterprise Office (LEO). Following the announcement of the closure 
of the Coco Cola plant in Athy, LEO Kildare provided support to management and workers.  
Currently, 15 of the former employees are undergoing a Start Your Own Business programme, 
while Kildare County Council, through the LEO office, has also assisted with finding alterna-
tive job opportunities for the workers with other companies. In addition, EI is engaging with the 
Mid-East Regional Skills Forum in relation to the emerging skills agenda, alongside the Forum 
partners.

The Mid-East Region Action Plan for Jobs has been a key policy response for supporting 
employment growth in the Mid-East, through a collaborative approach working with public 
and private stakeholders. Earlier this year, I asked the Chairs of all the Regional Action Plan 
for Jobs committees and other regional stakeholders, to start a process to Refresh and Refocus 
the Regional Plans, including the Mid-East Plan, to ensure their effectiveness, relevance and 
impact out to 2020, particularly in light of Brexit and other challenges. 

I met with the Chairs of the Regional Implementation Committees last month to review 
progress on the refresh of the Plans, including the chairperson of the Mid-East group, Eamonn 
Sinnott of Intel Ireland. The refreshed Mid-East Regional Action Plan will be an important 
element in driving new enterprise investment and growth in the three constituent counties of 
Kildare, Meath and Wicklow, and I look forward to seeing the Plan completed over the coming 
months. 

In December last year I announced an allocation of €30.5 million in funding to 21 projects 
to support enterprise capability in the regions under the €60 million competitive EI Regional 
Enterprise Development Fund.  I expect to announce the results of the second call over the com-
ing weeks, which will allocate the remainder of the €60 million. 

Co. Kildare was the location of one of the 21 successful projects under the first round and 
secured significant funding to develop a Mid-East Regional Innovation ‘Think-Space’ to be 
located in Naas. This facility will be a great support to start-ups and businesses emerging from 
Co. Kildare and the wider Mid-East. Also under the first round, IT Carlow was successful in 
securing funding for the Insurtech Network Centre, which again will be an important asset to 
the Carlow/South Kildare area. 

The Government’s role is to ensure that the right conditions are in place to allow enterprise 
to thrive. I was glad to see that everyone around the table that I met in Athy – TDs, Councillors, 
the Local Authority, State Agencies, and local businesses – are committed to a collaborative 
approach to drive enterprise development in Athy and the wider region.

06/11/2018WRU00200Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRU00300471. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion if the Minster of State, Deputy Pat Breen, has met with broadband providers and/or tele-
coms providers in the past three years, to date; if she will provide a schedule of the meetings he 
has had, including company names, location of meetings and persons present; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45000/18]

06/11/2018WRU00400Minister of State at the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy 
Pat Breen): As advised in previous responses to the Deputy, I attended the following meetings 
with David McCourt of Granahan McCourt. These included one speaking engagement at an 
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event that I attended in June 2016 on request from the Department of Foreign Affairs, and two 
meetings recorded in the Departmental diary for October and December 2016.

Date Details  
2 June 2016 At the request of the Department of Foreign 

Affairs, I made some closing remarks at the 
launch of ALTV – a video/social media site 
owned by Granahan McCourt – at which 
David McCourt was present 

20 October 2016 Breakfast meeting with David McCourt at 
Merrion Hotel 

2 December 2016 Meeting with Chairman and CEO of Shan-
non Group at which David McCourt was 
present 

In my capacity as a local representative for County Clare, I met with Paul Bradley (Director 
of Corporate Affairs) and Gary Healy (Director of Public Policy) of EIR to discuss broadband 
issues in Clare.  This meeting took place on 21 November 2017.

I also met with a local representative of SIRO Network on 14 May 2018 to discuss their 
delivery of broadband services in Shannon town.

I was also guest of honour at an Ennis Townhall launch by ESB/Vodafone/SIRO on 7 April 
2017 of their Gigabit Broadband Network.

In March 2018, I received a delegation from IBEC to discuss data protection, in the context 
of the forthcoming GDPR, and digital technology. This delegation included a representative of 
Eir.

There was no discussion of the National Broadband Plan at any of these meetings.

06/11/2018WRU00500Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement

06/11/2018WRU00600472. Deputy Billy Kelleher asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
when she plans to publish an account of the investigative failures identified by a person (details 
supplied); and the steps she is taking to address them, following the trial of a person.  [45004/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): It is 
intended to publish an account of the investigative shortcomings identified by Judge Aylmer 
shortly. The purpose of publishing the account is to understand the factors that led to such in-
vestigative shortcomings and to take appropriate steps to address them.

These steps include ongoing reform within the Office of the Director of Corporate En-
forcement, including ongoing recruitment of specialist expertise and the establishment, as an-
nounced by Government last November, of the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement 
as an agency, to provide it with greater autonomy and ensure it is better equipped to investigate 
increasingly complex breaches of company law.  It is expected that the General Scheme of a 
Bill to give effect to this decision will be considered by Government shortly.

06/11/2018WRU00800Work Permits Applications

473. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
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likely date on which a support letter for a person (details supplied) will issue in order that they 
can obtain a stamp 4 critical skills visa. [45031/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Of-
ficials from the Employment Permits section of my Department inform me that a Stamp 4 Letter 
of Support issued for the person concerned on 5th November 2018.

  Question No. 474 answered with Question No. 462.

06/11/2018WRU01200Legislative Measures

06/11/2018WRU01300475. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the status of the proposed legislation to tackle the issue of expiry dates on gift vouchers; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter.  [45115/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 
12 June 2018, the Government approved the drafting of the Unfair Contract Terms (Gift Vouch-
ers) Bill 2018.  The Bill provides, firstly, that gift vouchers must be valid for a minimum term of 
five years and, secondly, that the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation would have 
power to make regulations setting fees for the issue and replacement of gift vouchers and for 
inactive balances on gift vouchers (commonly referred to as dormancy or maintenance fees). 

Following the Government decision, my Department launched a public consultation on 19 
July seeking information and views on gift voucher fees in order to assist in future decisions on 
the level of fees, if any, that should apply. Views were also sought on the proposed expiry date 
provision and in particular on any difficulties which it might present for businesses issuing cer-
tain types of gift voucher. Twenty-three responses were received from consumers. Twenty-nine 
responses were submitted by businesses, business associations, consumer bodies and public 
representatives.  

Officials of my Department are currently working on the text of the Bill with the Office of 
the Parliamentary Counsel.  I expect to be in a position to publish the Bill in the coming weeks.  

06/11/2018WRU01500Work Permits Applications

06/11/2018WRU01600476. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if ad-
ditional resources will be provided to facilitate the speedy processing of applications for work 
permits following the implementation of the Luximon judgment; and if not, the reason therefor.  
[45147/18]

06/11/2018WRU01700483. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation if addi-
tional resources are being provided to the relevant sections within her Department for process-
ing the increased number of work permit applications arising out of the implementation of the 
Luximon judgment; and if not, the reason therefor.  [45661/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 476 and 483 together.

I am advised that the matter at issue relates to visa permissions and therefore falls under the 
remit of my colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality.
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06/11/2018WRU01900Departmental Contracts

477. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within her Department’s remit to build or 
renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which 
it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since con-
struction; the details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45193/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ac-
commodation for my Department and its Offices is provided by the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) in buildings which are either State owned or leased by OPW on our behalf. Typically, 
the Department is in shared accommodation with other Government Departments or public 
bodies.

Any building or renovation works across the property portfolio occupied by the Department 
and its Offices is undertaken by the OPW in conjunction with relevant contractors, where ap-
plicable.  The information being sought is therefore a matter for the OPW. 

06/11/2018WRU02200Audiovisual Sector

478. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation the 
work she is carrying out with respect to the business development of eSports here; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [45412/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Government’s role in the development of eSports and the wider audiovisual (AV) sector con-
cerns a number of Departments including my own.  The audiovisual sector including Film, TV, 
Animation, and Games contributes to the economy through exports, employment and cultural 
activity. The audiovisual sector has considerable scope for further growth over the next 5 years 
and beyond. Ireland has the creative and technical talent and the international credibility to 
grow and sustain a vibrant creative audiovisual sector. 

The games industry, a key driver of eSports (competitive video gaming) employed 2,040 
full time equivalents and generated €3.3m in exports in 2016. A variety of degree, diploma and 
certificate courses are available for the games sector across the country in institutions such as 
Ballyfermot College of Further Education, DIT, UL, Dundalk IT, Limerick IT, Tralee IT, Let-
terkenny IT and Pulse College. These courses include game design, 3D for games, composing 
for games and online game development. Indigenous developers have established a new rep-
resentative body called ‘Imirt’ (www.imirt.ie) and www.developers.ie provides a platform for 
networking and information sharing.

The games industry is a small but growing industry and further development would encour-
age the growth of eSports activities here. I understand that , ‘Three Ireland’s EStars’ which took 
place in May of this year was the biggest ever eSports tournament held in Ireland demonstrat-
ing that there is a growing appetite for eSports in the country. An Audiovisual Sector Brief 
produced by my Department (to be made available in the coming months) notes that eSports is 
a growing market globally and is projected to be worth about $1.5 billion by 2020.

In terms of the supports available through my Department, Enterprise Ireland works with 
clients in the TV, Film, Animation, Games, AR/VR, Post Production & Visual Effects (VFX). 
The agency offers a range of supports that are tailored to the needs of the companies in these 
areas. Individual company financial support has been provided through innovation vouchers, 
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strategic consultancy engagement, key manager employment, technical feasibility projects, 
market research, management development, business acceleration engagement, innovation 
vouchers, exhibition at trade fairs, strategic marketing review exercises, market access, eMar-
keting, R&D, Business Innovation, Expansion, etc.  Based on forging a strong client relation-
ship and with deep sectoral and market knowledge, Enterprise Ireland works in partnership with 
enterprises to help them start, scale, innovate and win export sales in global markets. Enterprise 
Ireland’s Competitive Start Fund (€50k equity) has funded over 20 games companies since 
December 2010.

EI overseas office executives and teams provide in-market expertise and build networks 
responding to company needs.  The EI overseas offices support inward buyer visits to Ireland, 
identifying new opportunities.   Teams in the US, Canada, UK, Europe, the Middle East and 
Asia provide a range of non-financial expertise to AV sector clients.   Enterprise Ireland regu-
larly hosts market knowledge events for example, ‘Focus on Animation & VFX – Opportunities 
in Asia.’

IDA Ireland partners with existing and potential clients to help them to establish or expand 
their operations in Ireland in a range of sectors  including technology, media and content. There 
are a number of entities within IDA Ireland’s client base in the Audiovisual sector.  IDA Ireland 
is conscious of eSports as a growth area of opportunity.  IDA Ireland continues to monitor this 
new and evolving segment and will engage with its new and existing clients as appropriate.

Earlier this year my Department published our research priority areas for the period 2018 
to 2023. ICT research remains a key priority for Irish research and priority areas have been 
broadened to reflect emerging areas of technology including Digital Platforms, Content and Ap-
plications, Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality. These underpin developments in the audio-
visual and gaming industries. This year saw record budget allocation to my department which, 
amongst other priorities, will further boost innovation. 

I also note that my colleague the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht published 
The Audiovisual Action Plan in June 2018 which outlines the Government’s strategy in relation 
to AV including the games industry. Recommendations set out in the plan include capital fund-
ing for the film sector, tax relief to Ireland’s games sector, marketing measures, business skills 
development and funding for areas like new Irish TV drama. While there are no specific ac-
tions in relation to business development of eSports activities, marketing and business develop-
ment of the broader games industry is addressed including a recommendation to develop “Irish 
Games” branding at events which I understand that Screen Ireland, Enterprise Ireland, and IDA 
Ireland are examining. Screen Ireland will review supports to visit markets in consultation with 
Enterprise Ireland.

My Department will continue to work with stakeholders to support the Department of Cul-
ture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and Screen Ireland in the delivery of its Audiovisual Action 
Plan.

06/11/2018WRU02500Departmental Meetings

479. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in her De-
partment has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45451/18]

06/11/2018WRU02700Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Min-
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ister Halligan’s office have advised me that Minister Halligan has not met or had any correspon-
dence with the person in question in the last three years.

Minister Breen’s office have advised me that the following is a schedule of meetings that 
Minister Breen had with the person in question. These include one speaking engagement at an 
event that the Minister attended in June 2016 on request from the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs, and two meetings recorded in the Departmental diary for October and December 2016.  

 Date  Details  
2 June 2016 At the request of the Department of For-

eign Affairs, Minister Breen made some 
closing remarks at the launch of ALTV – a 
video/social media site owned by Granahan 
McCourt – at which David McCourt was 
present 

20 October 2016 Breakfast meeting with David McCourt at 
Merrion Hotel 

2 December 2016 Meeting with Chairman and CEO of Shan-
non Group at which David McCourt was 
present 

Minister Breen’s office have advised that there is no record of any further correspondence 
with the person in question in the last three years. 

The Deputy may also wish to refer to the statement of 11th October 2018 by Minister Breen 
which is available at: https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Releases/Statement_by_Minis-
ter_of_State_Pat_Breen.html

06/11/2018WRU02800Regional Development

06/11/2018WRU02900480. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
her plans for further investment in the region in view of the recent Galway-Mayo relocation 
survey 2018 which was carried out by a company (details supplied) in conjunction with the 
IDA; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45538/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): IDA 
Ireland continues to highlight the benefits of expanding or locating in every part of Ireland, 
including in Counties Galway and Mayo. There are now over 122,000 people employed across 
649 firms in IDA client companies located outside of Dublin, with 45% of all new foreign direct 
investment (FDI) jobs created last year based in regional locations. The IDA is focused, as am 
I, on increasing those numbers further. 

FDI trends remain positive in both counties which together have a strong base of well-
established companies in the areas of medtech, technology, global business services and life 
sciences, including firms such as Allergan, Baxter, Merit Medical and Boston Scientific. The 
IDA is working hard to attract further such investment to Galway and Mayo.

The Galway-Mayo Relocation Survey, carried out by Collins McNicholas, shows that there 
is potential to attract new FDI to the area, as well as increase employment in companies already 
located there. The survey will support the IDA’s marketing efforts to win secure investments in 
the West, where the Agency is already working productively with key stakeholders - including 
local authorities, the education sector, companies from its own client base and indigenous firms 
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- to create new employment. The IDA also owns sites in both counties that are being actively 
marketed to its clients.

06/11/2018WRU03100Work Permits Applications

481. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innova-
tion her views on a matter (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45546/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that an application for a Critical 
Skills Employment Permit for the person concerned was received on 15th October 2018. 

As the Employment Permits Section is currently processing Trusted Partner applications 
received on 1st October 2018, this application should be considered in the next 2-3 weeks.

06/11/2018WRU03400UN Conventions

06/11/2018WRU03500482. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
his views on the draft convention on violence and harassment in the world of work; his plans to 
propose amendments to the convention; if so, whether he has informed the International Labour 
Organisation, ILO, of these prior to the 8 November 2018 deadline; and if so, the details of the 
amendments.  [45617/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
the Deputy is aware, the ILO is the UN agency with responsibility for employment matters with 
a unique tripartite nature in which Governments, Workers and Employers have an equal voice.  
Ireland is currently a Titulaire (voting) member of the Governing Body of the ILO for the first 
time since we joined the ILO in 1923.  

The proposed ILO Convention on Violence and Harassment in the World of Work, and ac-
companying draft Recommendation, is being finalised over a two year discussion at the ILO’s 
International Labour Conference (ILC).  The first discussion took place at the ILC which took 
place in May/June of this year, and the final discussion will take place at next year’s Interna-
tional Labour Conference, which will coincide with the ILO’s centenary year. 

Ireland was represented at this year’s ILO ILC by a tripartite delegation comprising repre-
sentatives of my Department and the Department of Justice and Equality, ICTU and IBEC, and 
Ireland had tripartite representation on the ILC Committee on Violence and Harassment. 

The Government response to the ILO report containing the draft Convention and Recom-
mendation on Violence and Harassment in the World of Work is currently being finalised by 
officials from my Department, in consultation with the Workplace Relations Commission and 
the Health and Safety Authority, and with the Department of Justice and Equality.  We are also 
consulting with the social partners, ICTU and Ibec and any proposed amendments to the text 
of the draft Convention and Recommendation will be discussed with the social partners prior 
to transmission to the ILO. Ireland considers that the adoption of a convention on combatting 
Violence and Harassment in the World of Work, which is as widely ratifiable as possible, would 
be a very fitting way to mark the centenary of the ILO and will work to this end. 

  Question No. 483 answered with Question No. 476.
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06/11/2018WRU03800Startup Funding

484. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the start-up grant aids available to a business (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45700/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Sub-
ject to certain criteria, the LEOs are the ‘first-stop-shop’ for advice and guidance, financial as-
sistance and other supports for those starting or growing their business. 

The LEOs provide a signposting service in relation to other relevant State supports available 
through agencies such as Revenue, the Department of Social Protection, Education and Train-
ing Boards, the Credit Review Office etc. The LEOs can also offer advice and guidance in areas 
such as Local Authority rates, Public Procurement and other regulations affecting business.

The LEOs can offer direct grant aid to microenterprises (10 employees or fewer) in the 
manufacturing and internationally traded services sectors which, over time, have the potential 
to develop into strong export entities. The LEOs do not provide direct grant-aid to areas such 
as retail, personal services, local professional services, construction/local building services, 
equestrian centres as it may give rise to the displacement of existing businesses. 

For anyone interested in starting or growing a business, the LEOs may be able to offer ‘soft’ 
support in the form of training (e.g. a Start Your Own Business course); a mentor to work with 
the business proposer; or targeted programmes such as Lean for Micro (to help boost business 
productivity and competitiveness).

Micro-enterprises may also avail of the Trading Online Voucher Scheme (TOVS) from the 
LEOs. The Scheme offers the opportunity for businesses to develop their website or digital 
marketing strategy by availing of vouchers of up to €2,500 or 50% of eligible expenditure.

Anyone with a viable business proposal can also use the LEO to make an application to 
MicroFinance Ireland, which offers support in the form of loans of up to €25,000 to start-ups 
with viable business propositions that do not meet the conventional risk criteria applied by the 
banks. Successful applicants can avail of a more favorable interest rate from MFI if they make 
their application through the LEO.

I should also draw your attention to the ‘Supporting SMEs’ Online Tool, which is a cross-
governmental initiative to help start-ups navigate the range of Government business supports 
for which they could be eligible. The tool is available at www.supportingsmes.ie  . By answer-
ing the eight questions in the Online Tool, a small business will, in one location, be able to:

- find out which of the over 170 Government business supports from 27 different Govern-
ment Departments, Agencies and Initiatives are available to them;

- obtain information on the range of Government supports for accessing credit;

- identify their nearest Local Enterprise Office where they can discuss the outcomes of the 
guide further;

- download all these filtered results into a document for their further use. 

The Deputy should be aware that the centre may be eligible for capital funding by my col-
league Minister Ring through the LEADER programme, depending on the type of operation 
being funded.
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06/11/2018WRU04100IDA Ireland

485. Deputy Brendan Ryan asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 362 of 18 September 2018, if the IDA has met with the 
new owners of a site (details supplied); if the owners have agreed to allow the IDA to continue 
to market the facility to both existing and potential clients in order to help attract new invest-
ment in the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45728/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I un-
derstand that the IDA met with representatives of the owner of the site last month. It was agreed 
that the IDA would be provided with marketing material for the facility, which the Agency will 
use to try and attract new investors. 

The IDA will though continue its efforts to win further investment for County Kildare and I 
am hopeful that new jobs and projects can be secured in due course. 

06/11/2018WRU04400InterTradeIreland Funding

486. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
if she will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in her Department; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [45890/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In-
terTrade Ireland (ITI) is one of the six North-South Implementation Bodies established under 
the Good Friday Agreement. It operates a wide range of enterprise support programmes to de-
velop cross border business and assist SMEs with growth, capacity building, and research and 
innovation. ITI is jointly funded by my Department and its Northern Ireland counterpart, the 
Department for the Economy.

The Expenditure Report 2019, published in October, set out the summary capital and cur-
rent allocations for my Department for 2019.  While definitive allocations for the Department 
and its agencies and bodies will not be finalised until the Revised Estimates Process is com-
plete, it is my intention to provide an additional €1m in capital funding to ITI, which will bring 
its total allocation to €9.125 million. 

ITI is playing a significant role as part of the response to Brexit and the body is facing in-
creased demand for its services. This additional funding - an increase of 17.5% - will help it to 
meet demand in existing programmes, develop new initiatives and to support firms facing the 
particular North-South challenges associated with Brexit.

06/11/2018WRU04700Commissions of Investigation Data

487. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
the amount her Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigations 
and State inquiries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism and State tribu-
nals; the number and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45905/18]

Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has not carried out any commissions of investigations or State inquiries in 2018.



6 November 2018

241

06/11/2018WRU05000Medical Card Data

488. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
possession of a medical card and general practitioner visit card, respectively in counties Sligo 
and Leitrim; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44597/18]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy  

06/11/2018WRU05300Child and Family Agency Staff

489. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if information on the rate of staff 
turnover at an organisation (details supplied) is kept by either her Department or Tusla; and if 
so, the rate of turnover in each of the years 2013 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [44796/18]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible. 

06/11/2018WRU05600Child Abuse

490. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the timeline for forensic examination 
of a child following a disclosure of sexual abuse by that child. [45124/18]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): AS this is a service issue it has been referred 
to HSE for direct response.

06/11/2018WRU05900Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

06/11/2018WRU06000491. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the 
adequacy of support services for children and teenagers identified as having a tendency to 
self-harm; the number of instances of such vulnerable young persons brought to his attention 
in the past three years; the extent to which it has been possible to make a positive intervention; 
if particular deficiencies have been identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[45368/18]

06/11/2018WRU06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly) (Deputy Jim Daly): 
As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the 
Deputy as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRU06200Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRU06300492. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if he will meet a person (details 
supplied) who recently corresponded with him in relation to efforts to secure mental health sup-
port for their child; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44595/18]

06/11/2018WRU06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly) (Deputy Jim Daly): 
As with all requests submitted to my office, my officials will consider the appropriateness of 
meeting with the particular organisation or person and I will revert to the requesters after con-
sidering the many competing demands on my diary.  I would like to point out to the Deputy that 
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no request for a meeting was included in the correspondence referred to by the Deputy on this 
occasion.  As outlined above, I would be happy to consider such a request that would perhaps 
include the Deputy attending should same be submitted to my office.  

06/11/2018WRU06500Maternity Services Provision

493. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for a scan (details 
supplied) to be rolled out to all expectant women in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44604/18]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The National Maternity Strategy is very 
clear that all women must have equal access to standardised ultrasound services. The Strategy 
is being implemented on a phased basis and this work is being led by the National Women and 
Infants Health Programme.  The Programme’s Implementation Plan for the Strategy includes 
a number of actions to facilitate the provision by all maternity hospitals/units of dating and 
anomaly scans to all pregnant women.

Furthermore, additional development funding of €4.15 million is being allocated to mater-
nity services this year. The Programme has prioritised improving quality and safety, establish-
ing community midwifery teams and increasing access to anomaly scans. I understand that the 
Programme has approved the appointment of an additional 28 ultrasonographers which was the 
total requirement identified to provide 100% access to anomaly scanning. 

Pending the completion of the requisite recruitment and training processes, I am assured 
that the Programme will continue to work with the six Hospital Groups to assist in increas-
ing access to anomaly scans for those units with limited availability. The Programme is also 
working with the Maternity Networks to ensure foetal medicine expertise is available when an 
anomaly is identified.  In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/11/2018WRU06800Medical Aids and Appliances Expenditure

494. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if there is a scheme or al-
lowance which can be paid towards the ongoing maintenance and repair of an arterial assist 
machine which is a medical necessity for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44609/18]

Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRV00200Medical Card Administration

06/11/2018WRV00300495. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a medical card previously 
awarded to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal may be backdated to enable them to 
be considered for CCSP band A; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44620/18]

06/11/2018WRV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRV00500Hospitals Car Park Charges

06/11/2018WRV00600496. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if he has been updated on 
the HSE’s review of hospital car parking charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44626/18]

06/11/2018WRV00700497. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of the HSE review 
of car parking charges at all hospitals; when the report will be finalised and made public; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44629/18]

06/11/2018WRV00800498. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health when national guidelines 
on hospital car parking charges will be released; the steps he will take to ensure guidelines are 
adhered to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44630/18]

06/11/2018WRV00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 496 to 498, 
inclusive, together.

Early this year I requested the HSE to undertake a review of car parking charges in public 
hospitals. I understand that this report is currently being finalised by the HSE and will be sub-
mitted for my consideration shortly.

06/11/2018WRV01200Health Services Funding

06/11/2018WRV01300499. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health further to the announcement 
in budget 2019 that €206 million has been allocated to the implementation of Sláintecare, the 
areas to which the funding has been allocated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44632/18]

06/11/2018WRV01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am delighted that I have secured over 
€200m in budget 2019 which will directly support a range of initiatives proposed in the Sláin-
tecare Report and committed to in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy including:

- Ringfenced funding for the Sláintecare Programme Office;

- €20m for the establishment of a new ring-fenced Sláintecare Integration Fund to drive 
improvements in the way we deliver care across the system;

- Multi-annual funding for a new GP contract which is critical to the Sláintecare vision of 
delivering more care in the community;

- Expansion of free GP care, by increasing the weekly income threshold for GP Visit card by 
€25 which could benefit up to 100,000 people. This supports the Sláintecare recommendation 
to move towards universal GP care over 5 years;

- Additional funding for 100 new therapy posts to address assessment of need waiting lists 
for children with disabilities and funding to ensure that the needs of all those leaving school in 
2019 will be addressed;

- €55m in new development funding aimed at further enhancing community mental health 
teams for adults and children;

- Reducing user charges and out of pocket payments by further reductions in prescription 
charges - 50 cent reduction in prescription charges from €2.00 to €1.50 for all medical card 
holders over the age of 70. This is in line with a Sláintecare recommendation to reduce prescrip-
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tion charges;

- A €10 reduction in the monthly Drugs Payment Scheme threshold from €134 to €124 
which is also in line with a key Sláintecare recommendation;

- Increased investment of €20m in the National Treatment Purchase Fund.  €75m will be 
available to the NDPF IN 2019 which will be used to treat 70,000 patients on waiting lists in 
2019; and

- Additional funding for care redesign and the National Children’s Hospital.

I am not in a position at this stage to provide full details of the funding being made available 
for all areas above.  As I have pointed out previously, negotiations are ongoing in relation to the 
new GP contract and to provide an amount for this, which providing full costing for all the other 
actions would do, could weaken the Departments negotiation position. 

Funding has also been provided to expand existing health services, in line with Sláintecare 
recommendations and full details of this will be contained in the National Service Plan to be 
published in December.

06/11/2018WRV01500Orthodontic Services Provision

06/11/2018WRV01600500. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a person (details supplied) has been advised that they will now have a longer 
period to wait for orthodontic treatment than previously advised; and if he will assist in having 
them called in view of the time they have already waited for treatment. [44634/18]

06/11/2018WRV01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRV01800Mental Health Services Staff

06/11/2018WRV01900501. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health his plans to fund an increase 
of staff required at a centre (details supplied); if a counselling service and dementia adviser ser-
vice will be provided at the centre; if more adequate accommodation will be approved with an 
improved transport service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44643/18]

06/11/2018WRV02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRV02100Health Services Reports

06/11/2018WRV02200502. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the chief medical officer’s 
report on the issues raised on the use of vaginal mesh is now completed; and the timeframe for 
completion of the report and a decision on his Department’s response. [44646/18]

06/11/2018WRV02300661. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the status of the report commis-
sioned into the use of transvaginal mesh; and the date for its publication. [45388/18]

06/11/2018WRV02400662. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if a redress or other scheme for 
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women affected by complications caused by transvaginal mesh is under consideration; and if 
not, the reason therefore. [45389/18]

06/11/2018WRV02500663. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementation of 
the two priority recommendations in regard to aftercare which were identified for immediate 
advancement pending the delivery of the chief medical officer’s report into transvaginal mesh 
(details supplied). [45390/18]

06/11/2018WRV02600664. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that some consultants are refusing to sign the relevant documentation for patients that wish 
to travel to the UK for treatment for mesh related complications with the consequence that such 
women cannot have their treatment paid for by their health insurers; and the steps he will take 
to address this in view of the fact that these refusals are resulting in women being put through 
unnecessary and ongoing pain due to lack of access to treatment. [45391/18]

06/11/2018WRV02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 502 and 
661 to 664, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Health I am committed to putting in place the measures necessary to ensure 
that both the current use of Transvaginal mesh implants (TVMIs) in surgical procedures in 
Ireland, and the ongoing clinical management of women who have had these procedures in the 
past are in line with international best practice and emerging evidence. At my request, the Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) is preparing a report which will make recommendations in relation to 
the clinical and technical issues involved in ensuring an appropriate response to this issue. I am 
informed that the CMO’s Report is close to finalisation with an anticipated publication date in 
the early weeks of November.

Pending finalisation of the CMO’s report, a number of significant system actions in relation 
to mesh implants have already been advanced on foot of priority recommendations which were 
identified in the course of preparation of that report.

The CMO wrote to the Acting Director General of the Health Service Executive on 20 July 
2018 to request that the Executive put immediate measures in place to:

1. Pause the use of all procedures involving uro-gynaecological/transvaginal mesh implants 
for the management of Stress Urinary Incontinence (SUI) or Pelvic Organ Prolapse (POP) in 
HSE funded hospitals, in cases where it is clinically appropriate and safe to do so;

2. Ensure that in situations where expert clinical judgment is that there is an urgency to carry 
out the procedure and no  suitable alternative exists, surgery should proceed only if a delay 
would risk harm to the patient and should be based on  multidisciplinary team decision and fully 
informed consent.

This pause is to remain in place pending confirmation of implementation by the Health Ser-
vice Executive, working in conjunction with the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
(IOG) and the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), of three urgent recommendations 
relating to:

- Surgical Training;

- Informed Consent; and

- the Development of an agreed Dataset of Mesh Procedures.

The Department also wrote to the Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, the Royal 
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College of Surgeons in Ireland and the Continence Foundation of Ireland requesting that they 
assist the HSE in progressing these recommendations on an urgent basis.

It is anticipated that the Executive will be in a position to indicate to the Department that 
these recommendations have been implemented within a number of months. The HSE has pub-
lished information concerning the pause on its website for patients affected.

The provision of appropriate aftercare for women suffering from mesh complications, in-
cluding appropriate diagnostic facilities, was also identified as a priority recommendation for 
immediate advancement by the Executive in the course of preparation of the CMO’s report.  
The CMO wrote to the Acting Director General of the HSE, and to the Institute of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists (IOG), the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), and the Conti-
nence Foundation of Ireland (CFI) on May 28 2018, requesting that the Executive commence 
work on (i) the development of appropriate patient information resources and consent materials 
and (ii) clarification and development of treatment pathways and appropriate referral services 
for women suffering from mesh-related complications, in conjunction with the IOG, the RCSI 
and the CFI.

The HSE has informed the Department of Health that a Synthetic Mesh Devices Advisory 
Group has been convened by the NWIHP which includes three patient representatives, as well 
as representatives of the HPRA, the IOG, the RCSI, the CFI and all Hospital Groups to advise 
on and action all of the recommendations above. 

This work is ongoing and in relation to the provision of aftercare, will include identifying 
the appropriate specialist clinical expertise and facilities required at hospital group level and 
nationally to provide comprehensive aftercare services. It will also include an examination of 
the role of and requirement for specialist diagnostic services such as translabial scanning. The 
outcome of this work will clarify if there is a need to look at sourcing services from abroad 
to address any shortfalls identified at national level, either through utilisation of the treatment 
abroad scheme or by commissioning services from abroad.

A Learning Notice concerning mesh devices in uro-gynaecological procedures was circu-
lated by the NWIHP on 26 June 2018 to all maternity hospitals and acute hospitals with gynae-
cological services to highlight the importance of appropriate patient selection, adequate infor-
mation and consent and also to inform the service providers that a Response Group has been 
convened to propose remedies for and address the provision of aftercare for complications. This 
learning notice has been posted on the NWIHP website.

Under the terms and conditions of the health insurance contracts they provide, private health 
insurers will generally only accept insurance claims where the patient’s medical practitioner has 
deemed the procedure is medically necessary or appropriate. As Minister for Health I do not 
have a role in directing any health insurer to pay for a procedure without the recommendation 
of a patient’s medical practitioner.

The HSE advice is that all patients who have experienced complications due to mesh de-
vices are advised to contact their consultant’s clinic in the first instance.  Each Hospital Group 
has nominated an individual to coordinate a response to this group of patients. If patients are 
having trouble accessing information they can contact the National Women & Infants Health 
Programme at: smi.nwhip@hse.ie for help.

06/11/2018WRV02800Nursing Home Subventions

06/11/2018WRV02900503. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the level of 
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funding needed by a care home (details supplied) to enable it to meet the costs of improving the 
home to meet new standards associated with the care and security of residents and the standard 
and level of pay that should be paid to those employed there; if the funding received under the 
section 39 grant will be increased to meet the rising costs and demand of operating such a facil-
ity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44647/18]

06/11/2018WRV03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRV03100Assisted Human Reproduction Legislation

06/11/2018WRV03200504. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the assisted human 
reproduction Bill 2017; the progress of the Bill to date; when he expects the Bill to be enacted; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44659/18]

06/11/2018WRV03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As you will be aware, the Government ap-
proved the drafting of a Bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of 
research in October last year. The General Scheme is published on my Department’s website. 
This comprehensive piece of legislation encompasses the regulation of a range of practices, 
including: gamete (sperm or egg) and embryo donation for AHR and research; surrogacy; pre-
implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) of embryos; posthumous assisted reproduction; and em-
bryo and stem cell research. The General Scheme also provides for an independent regulatory 
authority for AHR.  

The Joint Committee on Health is currently conducting a review of the General Scheme 
of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill 2017 as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, 
which began in January of this year. The review is on-going and the Committee intends to pub-
lish its report early in 2019. The introduction of legislation in relation to AHR and associated 
research is a priority for me and officials in my Department are engaging with the Office of 
the Attorney General in relation to the process of drafting this Bill. However, it is not possible 
at this time to give a definitive timeline for the completion of the draft Bill and its subsequent 
passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas.

06/11/2018WRV03400Suicide Prevention

06/11/2018WRV03500505. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the reason for allocating just one 
place on a training course for a group (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44665/18]

06/11/2018WRV03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRV03700Disability Services Provision

06/11/2018WRV03800506. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of full-time resi-
dential care for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44666/18]
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06/11/2018WRV03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRV04000Suicide Prevention

06/11/2018WRV04100507. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who re-
ceived classes with a group (details supplied), respectively each year for the past three years; 
and the estimated number of trainers that will be trained in 2019. [44667/18]

06/11/2018WRV04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRV04300Public Service Stability Agreement

06/11/2018WRV04400508. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person employed 
by the HSE has been issued with an advisory regarding working hours, pay and conditions (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44679/18]

06/11/2018WRV04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Section 2.12.2 of the Public Service Stabil-
ity Agreement (PSSA) 2018 to 2020 provides that in recognition of work life balance issues 
that may arise, an opportunity shall be offered to public servants to permanently revert their 
working hours to pre-Haddington Road Agreement hours.  Any individual exercising this op-
tion will have their pay reduced commensurately, in line with previous agreements.  The PSSA 
states that the application of this arrangement at sectorial level will depend on service delivery 
requirements and business needs.

 As required, the HSE is implementing the provisions of the PSSA 2018 to 2020.

06/11/2018WRV04600Dental Services Provision

06/11/2018WRV04700509. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if changes to the criteria on the 
medical card system will be made which would allow for more advanced dentures to be fitted 
under the scheme in specific cases (details supplied); his views on whether in specific cases in 
which dentures keep breaking the provision of the more advanced dentures would be more cost 
effective; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44694/18]

06/11/2018WRV04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRV04900Disease Management
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06/11/2018WRV05000510. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health the knowledge, treatment and sup-
ports available to general practitioners in particular in relation to managing Lyme disease; the 
status of the recognition for Lyme disease here; the supports in place in relation to same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44695/18]

06/11/2018WRV05100674. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve treatment for 
Lyme disease here to mitigate the need for persons to travel abroad. [45442/18]

06/11/2018WRV05200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 510 and 
674 together.

Lyme disease (also known as Lyme borelliosis) is an infection caused by a spiral-shaped 
bacterium called Borrelia burgdorferi.  It is the commonest cause of tick-borne infection in 
Europe.  Lyme neuroborreliosis was made statutorily notifiable in Ireland by the Infectious 
Diseases (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. no 452 of 2011).  

Testing and treatment for Lyme borreliosis is widely available in Ireland in all major hospi-
tals.  Lyme borelliosis is diagnosed by medical history and a physical examination which may 
be carried out by a General Practitioner.  Lyme disease may be treated by infectious disease 
specialists (of which there are 12 nationally) or by general internal medicine available in all 
acute hospitals.  Medical training programmes at undergraduate or postgraduate level in Ireland 
provides specialist training in infectious diseases, including Lyme disease.

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) of the HSE is responsible for the surveil-
lance of notifiable infectious diseases such as Lyme disease. The Scientific Advisory Commit-
tee (SAC) of the HPSC established a Lyme Borreliosis Subcommittee, the aim of which is to 
develop strategies to undertake primary prevention with a view to minimising the harm caused 
by Lyme Borreliosis in Ireland. 

The Subcommittee will shortly be meeting to consider its final report to the SAC.  During 
the report’s preparation, the HPSC learned that the National Institute for Health and Care Excel-
lence (NICE) in the UK was undertaking a systematic review of Lyme disease which resulted 
in the NICE Lyme disease guidelines.  These guidelines are based on the most exhaustive 
systematic review yet undertaken of the evidence around Lyme disease and focused on produc-
ing recommendations based on best available evidence relating to diagnosis, management and 
public awareness of Lyme disease.  

The HPSC delayed the final production of the Subcommittee report to ensure that the find-
ings of these guidelines could be considered for inclusion into the final report.  The report is in 
the final stages of preparation and it is planned to circulate the report to members of the Lyme 
Subcommittee with a view to having a final sign-off meeting of the Subcommittee in Novem-
ber, at which point it will be sent for consideration to the SAC.  At this juncture, it would be 
inappropriate to consider making changes to the testing, treatment and/or management of the 
condition until this deliberative process has been completed.  It is envisaged that, once pub-
lished, these guidelines will provide further assistance to General Practitioners.

The HPSC also provides extensive information on Lyme disease diagnosis, treatment and 
how to avoid tick bites on its website (www.hpsc.ie).

06/11/2018WRV05300Health Service Capacity Review

06/11/2018WRV05400511. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if a multi-annual plan will 
be brought forward which will commit to the timeframe for when the 2,600 additional acute 
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hospital beds recommended under the capacity review will be located. [44696/18]

06/11/2018WRV05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Capacity Review was a 
key commitment in the Programme for a Partnership Government, and was commissioned in 
response to the growing demand for health services.   The Review, which reported earlier this 
year, examined capacity requirements in key elements of acute care, primary care and services 
for older people.  

Increasing capacity alone will not address the challenges faced, but on the basis of signifi-
cant reform over the next 10-15 years, the report recommends an additional 2,600 acute beds by 
2031. The National Development Plan (NDP) provides for a major increase in capacity across 
the health system including the full complement of additional acute beds by 2028 - 3 years 
ahead of schedule. 

Arising from the recommendations in the Health Service Capacity Review, my Department 
engaged with the HSE this year to identify the location and mix of beds which could be opened 
to alleviate overcrowding in our hospital Emergency Departments for Winter 2018/19. This 
process culminated in the development by the HSE of a Capacity Plan, which identified over 
600 acute beds and 290 residential care beds, to be phased in between 2018 and 2020.

As a first step towards the implementation of the Capacity Plan, €10 million in funding is be-
ing made available in 2019 to enable additional acute beds to be opened for winter 2019/2020.  
My Department is currently engaging with the HSE to finalise the details of this investment.

Under the NDP three new dedicated elective-only hospitals will be introduced which will 
increase capacity in the hospital system and provide a better separation of scheduled and un-
scheduled care.

06/11/2018WRV05600Medical Conditions

06/11/2018WRV05700512. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on Shprintzen-Gold-
berg syndrome; the number of persons diagnosed with it here; the recommended treatments and 
supports available to those with the condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44697/18]

06/11/2018WRV05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRV05900Hospital Waiting Lists Data

06/11/2018WRV06000513. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in County 
Roscommon who are on an outpatient hospital waiting list; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44702/18]

06/11/2018WRV06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for access to hospi-
tal appointments and procedures is a key priority of Government. 

In relation to the outpatient waiting list for Roscommon Hospital, waiting list data complied 
by the NTPF shows that at the end of September 2018 there were 2,906 patients waiting for 
a first appointment, with 52.9% waiting less than 9 months. More broadly within the hospital 
Group, Saolta are engaging in a number of initiatives to improve waiting times for outpatients, 
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including the use of virtual clinics, new patient pathway systems such as the National Urology 
Pathway Pilot in Letterkenny, and regular waiting list validation. 

In Budget 2019 the Government further increased investment in tackling waiting lists, with 
funding to the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) to increase from €55m in 2018 to 
€75m in 2019. The NTPF has committed to arrange deliver 40,000 Outpatient appointments, 
nationally, as part of its 2019 activity.

06/11/2018WRV06200Ambulance Service Data

06/11/2018WRV06300514. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the status of the ambulance base 
located at Loughglynn, County Roscommon; the number of ambulance personnel assigned 
there; the hours in which it operates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44703/18]

06/11/2018WRV06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

06/11/2018WRV06500Patient Data

06/11/2018WRV06600515. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of persons presenting 
at the urgent care centre at Roscommon County Hospital in 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44704/18]

06/11/2018WRV06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): In relation to the par-
ticular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy 
directly. 

06/11/2018WRV06800Respite Care Services Data

06/11/2018WRV06900516. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of respite hours and 
overnights allocated and delivered in 2017 and to date in 2018, in County Roscommon; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44705/18]

06/11/2018WRV07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRV07100Home Help Service Data

06/11/2018WRV07200517. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours 
allocated and delivered in 2017 and to date in 2018, in County Roscommon; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44706/18]
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06/11/2018WRV07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible. 

06/11/2018WRV07400Pharmacy Regulations

06/11/2018WRV07500518. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the pro-
posed changes under section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 that will change and limit the work 
practices of pharmaceutical assistants; if he will consider the future of those employed in these 
roles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44722/18]

06/11/2018WRV07600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to:

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On June 21 2018, the Council of the PSI approved for issuance for public consultation 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018. This public consultation commenced on 17 July and ran until 14 August 
and afforded any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the matter directly 
to the PSI.

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on the 20 September 2018 where the Council approved 
the draft rules without amendment.  

I understand that since that date the PSI has undertaken to redraft the Rules in relation to 
what may or not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on behalf of a 
registered pharmacist.  The redrafted Rules will require approval of the Council of the PSI be-
fore a public consultation phase. Subsequent to any public consultation phase the draft Rules 
must again be approved by the Council before submission for my consent. This Council ap-
proval is not anticipated until early in the New Year. 

My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of any such Rules once 
submitted for my approval. I must consider any Rules presented to me from a fair and impartial 
perspective, without prejudice or prejudgement. 

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and, until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.
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06/11/2018WRW00200General Medical Services Scheme

06/11/2018WRW00300519. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health to outline the reason medical 
card holders are charged by their general practitioner each time they receive Faslodex 250 mg 
injections; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [44726/18]

06/11/2018WRW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.”

The HSE has advised that the GMS contract would comprehend the administration of Faslo-
dex and other similar injections.

If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incorrectly 
charged for services provided by his or her GP, then that patient should report the matter to their 
HSE Local Health Office.

06/11/2018WRW00500General Medical Services Scheme

06/11/2018WRW00600520. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health to outline his plans to ensure 
that the completion of the driver licence eyesight report form by a medical practitioner is a free 
service for medical card holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44727/18]

06/11/2018WRW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The GMS contract stipulates that fees for 
medical and visit card holders are not paid to GPs in respect of certain medical certificates 
which may be required, for example, “under the Social Welfare Acts or for the purposes of in-
surance or assurance policies or for the issue of driving licences”.

Any fees charged by GPs for services provided outside the terms of the GMS contract are a 
matter of private contract between the GP and their patients.

There are no plans at present to include the completion of forms required for driving licence 
applications as a service to be provided to GMS patients under the GMS or GP Visit Card 
scheme.

06/11/2018WRW00800Medicinal Products Supply

06/11/2018WRW00900521. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health when persons with type 1 diabetes 
over 21 years of age can expect to be given access to the FreeStyle Libre device under the long-
term illness scheme; the reason some persons with type 1 diabetes over 21 years of age have 
access to the device on the reimbursement scheme while others do not; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44739/18]

06/11/2018WRW01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes.  Therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRW01100Organ Donation
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06/11/2018WRW01200522. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health to outline his plans to introduce 
a system similar to the Spanish model in which organ donation is based on an opt-out system. 
[44740/18]

06/11/2018WRW01300686. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health to outline the status of the general 
scheme of the human tissue Bill; and when he expects to be in a position to introduce a soft opt-
out organ donation option. [45493/18]

06/11/2018WRW01400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 522 and 
686 together.

The General Scheme of a Human Tissue Bill is being finalised at present and will be submit-
ted to Government shortly. The proposed legislation will include provisions for a soft opt-out 
organ donation system.

06/11/2018WRW01500Medicinal Products Supply

06/11/2018WRW01600523. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Health to outline the reason a person 
(details supplied) is being refused versatis patches; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44741/18]

06/11/2018WRW01700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Medicines play a vital role in improving the 
health of Irish patients. Securing access to existing and new and innovative medicines is a key 
health service objective. However, the challenge is to do this in a safe and sustainable manner. 
Treatment must be appropriate and proportionate and clinical decision-making, such as pre-
scribing, should be based on both patient needs and sound medical evidence.

Lidocaine 5% medicated plasters are licensed for localised relief of post-shingles pain in 
adults. This is the patch’s only licensed use in Ireland. It has been reimbursed in the community 
drug schemes since 2010.

Clinical concern arose when, from 2012 on, usage increased significantly, to the point where 
more plasters were being used in Ireland than in the entire UK National Health Service. In such 
situations, it is important and appropriate for clinicians to review usage and, in 2016, the HSE 
Medicines Management Programme (MMP) reviewed the use of the plasters. The review esti-
mated that only 5-10% of prescribing was for the licensed indication.

From September 2017, following the clinical review, the HSE introduced a new reimburse-
ment approval system for the patches, to support appropriate use and patient care. Under these 
arrangements, the patient’s GP or consultant applies to the MMP for reimbursement approval 
on behalf of the patient. If an application is refused, the clinician may submit an appeal to the 
MMP, making a clear clinical case for the patient. Information for patients and practitioners is 
on the HSE MMP website at: hse.ie/yourmedicines.

The outcome of an application or an appeal for reimbursement of lidocaine patches is a mat-
ter between the MMP and the treating clinician. The Deputy will appreciate that, as Minister for 
Health, I cannot intervene in individual cases.

The decision to introduce a new reimbursement approval process is a matter for the HSE. 
However, I fully support the objectives of the HSE Medicines Management Programme.

06/11/2018WRW01800Medicinal Products Supply
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06/11/2018WRW01900524. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health to outline his plans to allow the sale 
of 5-hydroxytryptophan here; and the reason it has not been permitted for sale over the counter 
or on prescription to date. [44746/18]

06/11/2018WRW02000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Products containing 5-hydroxytryptophan 
(5-HTP) are considered to be medicines in Ireland. 5-HTP is reported to have actions in the 
body that could potentially be used to treat some medical conditions such as depression.  Under 
national and European legislation, products for which medicinal claims are made, or which con-
tain substances that could have medicinal effects on the body, are considered to be medicines.

All medicines must have a marketing authorisation prior to being placed on the Irish market.  
At present no medicine containing 5-HTP is authorised for use in Ireland.  An application for a 
marketing authorisation for a medicine containing 5-HTP could be submitted by any company 
that has compiled data demonstrating the quality, safety and efficacy of the product and any 
such application would be reviewed in line with the standard requirements for medicines.

Where a medicine is not authorised in Ireland, a licensed wholesaler may import it if it has 
been prescribed by a doctor for a patient under his/her care, on his/her direct responsibility 
and to meet the special needs of a patient. The process for this is described in the ‘Guide to the 
Notification System for Exempt Medicinal Products’ which is available on the website of the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority.

The decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, including 5-HTP, for an individual 
patient is a decision for the treating clinician, in consultation with their patient.

06/11/2018WRW02100Neuro-Rehabilitation Services Data

06/11/2018WRW02200525. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide statistical and 
other information (details supplied) relating to persons with an acquired brain injury; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44749/18]

06/11/2018WRW02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRW02400Assisted Human Reproduction Services Provision

06/11/2018WRW02500526. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when he will put in place a fi-
nancial support scheme for women seeking assisted human reproduction and or IVF treatment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44753/18]

06/11/2018WRW02600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As you will be aware, the Government ap-
proved the drafting of a Bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of 
research in October last year. The introduction of legislation in relation to AHR and associated 
research is a priority for me and the process of drafting this Bill will be completed in conjunc-



Questions - Written Answers

256

tion with the Office of the Attorney General. The General Scheme is published on my Depart-
ment’s website. The Joint Committee on Health is currently conducting a review of the General 
Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill 2017 as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny 
process, which began in January of this year. The review is on-going and the Committee intends 
to publish its report early in 2019.

In order to support the commencement of the legislation, officials in my Department are 
working with the HSE to develop a model of care for infertility to ensure the provision of safe, 
effective and accessible services through the public health system as part of the full range of 
services available in obstetrics and gynaecology.

Part of this work includes identifying policy options for a public funding model for AHR 
treatment. Once I have had the opportunity to consider these policy options I will bring a Mem-
orandum to Government in relation to a model of care for infertility, including public funding 
for AHR treatment, for the Government’s consideration.

It should be noted that any funding model that may ultimately be introduced would need to 
operate within the broader regulatory framework set out in the AHR Bill and a model of care 
for infertility.

It should also be noted that patients who access IVF treatment privately may claim tax relief 
on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses scheme. In addition, a defined 
list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered under the High Tech Scheme 
administered by the HSE. Medicines covered by the High Tech Scheme must be prescribed by 
a consultant/specialist and approved by the HSE ‘High Tech Liaison Officers’. The cost of the 
medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under the Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme. 
There is also a limited specialist AHR service available through the HSE, which provides fund-
ing for fertility preservation for cancer patients whose treatment is likely to impact on their 
future fertility.

06/11/2018WRW02700Cancer Screening Programmes

06/11/2018WRW02800527. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health to set out the average waiting 
time for women to be informed of their smear test results after having had the test; if his atten-
tion has been drawn to the fact that some women are still waiting for their test results after 18 
weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44754/18]

06/11/2018WRW02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters, and accordingly I have asked the HSE to reply directly to her on the specific 
issues raised.

The HSE advises that CervicalCheck laboratory activity remains significantly above normal 
levels. This is a result both of out-of-cycle smears, and also increased uptake generally. This has 
impacted turnaround times for results of smear tests.  The HSE also advises that every effort is 
being made to ensure that tests are processed as quickly as possible, having regard to the high 
standards required for testing. This is a priority concern for my Department and the HSE.

06/11/2018WRW03000Cancer Services Provision

06/11/2018WRW03100528. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health to outline his views on the 
campaign of an organisation (details supplied) to abolish inpatient and inpatient day case charg-
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es for cancer patients; the policy on this issue; the steps he plans to take in this regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44755/18]

06/11/2018WRW03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Significant progress has been made over a 
number of years in dealing with cancer treatment with significantly improving survival rates in 
Ireland. The National Cancer Strategy 2017-2026 aims to build on the progress already made, 
with improved cancer prevention, diagnostics, treatment and aftercare support. The Irish Can-
cer Society made a significant input into the drawing up of the Strategy and plays a very posi-
tive role in supporting people affected by cancer.

Whilst the sentiment behind the Society’s campaign in relation to hospital charges is appre-
ciated, making exemptions to these charges on the basis of illness or treatments risks creating 
inequity within the system.

The statutory co-payment which is capped at a level that is not large relative to the true cost 
of providing hospital services, represents an important contribution towards hospitals’ operat-
ing costs.  While the overall charges are subject to ongoing review their abolition would have 
significant financial implications.

In Budget 2019 the Government prioritised the extension of the GP Visit Card income 
thresholds, reduction in the Drug Payment Scheme monthly threshold and reduction in the pre-
scription charges for those with a medical card over 70 years. The Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy commits to consider all existing charges in the context of the annual budgetary process 
and this will allow for priorities to be determined in reviewing and considering the scope for 
reduction in charges.

06/11/2018WRW03300Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRW03400529. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health to set out the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44760/18]

06/11/2018WRW03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRW03600Cancer Screening Programmes

06/11/2018WRW03700530. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health to outline his views on a matter 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44763/18]
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06/11/2018WRW03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As previously advised, CervicalCheck labo-
ratory activity remains significantly above normal levels. This is a result both of out-of-cycle 
smears, and also increased uptake generally. This has impacted turnaround times for results of 
smear tests. The HSE also advises that every effort is being made to ensure that tests are pro-
cessed as quickly as possible, having regard to the high standards required for testing. This is a 
priority concern for my Department and the HSE.

A response has also been sent to Ms Coffey to advise her of this position.

06/11/2018WRW03900Health Services Staff

06/11/2018WRW04000531. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health when new contracts will be offered 
to carers employed by the HSE in County Kerry in view of the fact that their hours are going to 
a private company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44765/18]

06/11/2018WRW04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to 
the Deputy on this matter.

06/11/2018WRW04200Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRW04300532. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for surgery will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); his views on whether persons in such a condition 
are being left too long on a waiting list which is resulting in ongoing illness and infection; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44767/18]

06/11/2018WRW04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRW04500Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRW04600533. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he, his departmental of-
ficials and or his ministerial predecessors have met companies and an organisation (details sup-
plied) and or representatives of same in the past three years to date; if so, if a schedule of those 
meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44778/18]

06/11/2018WRW04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have not held any meetings with the com-
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pany in question. I have surveyed the Department and have not had any reports of officials who 
have had meetings with this company. Due to the limited timeframe available, not all units have 
responded as yet. Should any of them indicate that meetings were held with the company I will 
revert to the Deputy with details.

06/11/2018WRW04800Hospitals Data

06/11/2018WRW04900534. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health to set out the status of the recom-
mencement of arthroplasty operations at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44789/18]

06/11/2018WRW05000535. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of arthroplas-
ty operations that have been undertaken at University Hospital Kerry since 15 October 2018; 
the number that have been for private and public patients, respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44790/18]

06/11/2018WRW05100536. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health to set out the number of public 
patients who were on the waiting list for a procedure prior to the suspension of arthroplasty op-
erations at University Hospital Kerry; the number of public patients waiting for an arthroplasty 
operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44791/18]

06/11/2018WRW05200537. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health to outline the reason arthroplasty 
procedures have not recommenced for public patients at University Hospital Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44792/18]

06/11/2018WRW05300539. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health to outline his plans to address the 
need for patients to have arthroplasty operations whilst services are suspending at University 
Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44794/18]

06/11/2018WRW05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 534 to 537, 
inclusive, and 539 together.

I acknowledge that waiting times are often unacceptably long and I am conscious of the 
burden that this places on patients and their families. However, the provision of a safe service 
for all of our patients is also paramount.

The HSE advise that the elective arthroplasty (joint replacement) service at University Hos-
pital Kerry (UHK) was temporarily suspended in June following a spike in post-operative in-
fections. During this time significant structural and process improvements/upgrades have been 
made including the physical relocation of the ward.

Patient pre-assessment restarted two weeks ago and elective arthroplasty surgery recom-
menced on the morning of the 5 November.

Prior to the suspension of the service there were 133 patients on the arthroplasty waiting 
list. No new patients were added to the list during the time of suspension of service, and as a 
consequence there were still 133 patients on the waiting list when the service was re-opened 
on the 5th of November. No public or private patients were seen during the time of suspension.

Management and the orthopaedic surgeons of UHK are confident that delayed patients will 
be seen quickly now that the service has re-started. UHK advise that with the re-organisation of 
theatre scheduling there may be additional capacity for elective arthroplasty operations going 
forward.
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06/11/2018WRW05800Hospital Procedures

06/11/2018WRW05900538. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when arthroplasty procedures will 
recommence for public patients at University Hospital Kerry; if it is a matter of funding; if so, 
his plans to meet the funding shortfall; his views on whether the current situation regarding 
arthroplasty operations at the hospital is acceptable; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44793/18]

06/11/2018WRW06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

  Question No. 539 answered with Question No. 534.

06/11/2018WRW06200Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRW06300540. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health to set out the status of an outpa-
tient appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44808/18]

06/11/2018WRW06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRW06500Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WRW06600541. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health to outline his views on a matter 
relating to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44809/18]

06/11/2018WRW06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRW06800Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRW06900542. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Health to outline the progress of the 
refurbishment of the new child and adolescent mental health services centre at Arden House, 
Wexford town; and the date on which it will open [44814/18]

06/11/2018WRW07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRX00200Hospital Services

06/11/2018WRX00300543. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if the extension of ophthalmic 
services in Letterkenny University Hospital to include cataract procedures has been considered; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44820/18]

06/11/2018WRX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRX00500Hospital Services

06/11/2018WRX00600544. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if the costing of providing ex-
tended ophthalmic services to include cataract surgery at Letterkenny University Hospital has 
been considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44821/18]

06/11/2018WRX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRX00800Care of the Elderly Funding

06/11/2018WRX00900545. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if funding is available to a 
centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44826/18]

06/11/2018WRX01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRX01100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Staff

06/11/2018WRX01200546. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the specific 
contracts available to staff employed via the child and adolescent mental health services; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44828/18]

06/11/2018WRX01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): I have asked the HSE 
to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

06/11/2018WRX01400Medicinal Products Reimbursement
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06/11/2018WRX01500547. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to issue the 
reimbursement of a drug (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44841/18]

06/11/2018WRX01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Service Executive has statutory 
responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community 
drug schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 
The 2013 Act does not give the Minister for Health any powers in this regard.

The Act specifies the criteria to be applied in the making of reimbursement decisions which 
include the clinical and cost-effectiveness of the product, the opportunity cost and the impact 
on resources that are available to the HSE.

The HSE has received a new application for the reimbursement of ataluren (Translarna) 
from PTC Therapeutics.

The application is being assessed at present in accordance with the criteria set out in the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. Discussions between the HSE and the 
company are actively underway.

06/11/2018WRX01700Orthodontic Services

06/11/2018WRX01800548. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the details relating to the pilot 
scheme launched by the HSE to outsource treatment for persons on a waiting list for orthodon-
tic treatment to private orthodontists; the number of private sector orthodontists who were se-
lected to provide this treatment; the details of those providing this treatment; the way in which 
tenders were awarded; the number of orthodontists who applied to tender for this treatment; the 
numbers of persons treated under this scheme; the location in which they were treated; the cost 
of the pilot scheme; if the pilot scheme is still under way; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44844/18]

06/11/2018WRX01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRX02000Cross-Border Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRX02100549. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of Irish persons 
who have received cataract treatment under the cross-border directive in the past two years; the 
cost of this treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44847/18]

06/11/2018WRX02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRX02300Cross-Border Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRX02400550. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of Irish persons 
who have received orthopaedic treatment under the cross-border directive in the past two years; 
the cost of this treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44848/18]

06/11/2018WRX02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 



6 November 2018

263

Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRX02600Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRX02700551. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the location of the submissions 
made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44861/18]

06/11/2018WRX02800553. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the consultations undertaken 
by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44879/18]

06/11/2018WRX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 551 and 
553 together.

The Department does not collect data in a manner which would allow the Deputy’s ques-
tions to be answered in full. Details of public consultations for 2018 to date and 2017 are avail-
able on the Department’s website at the address health.gov.ie/consultations/.

I will survey the Department for the details of the location of the submissions made to these 
consultations and I will revert to the Deputy as soon as possible. If there is a particular consul-
tation held prior to 2017 for which the Deputy requires details, I ask her to please contact my 
private office.

06/11/2018WRX03000Mental Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRX03100552. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the community health 
services will engage directly with a person (details supplied); if the department of psychiatry 
will assess them as requested by their general practitioner; if the HSE will explain the reason a 
person did not arrange a home assessment as requested; and if the matter will be expedited in 
view of the circumstances. [44868/18]

06/11/2018WRX03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

Question No. 553 answered with Question No. 551.

06/11/2018WRX03400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

06/11/2018WRX03500554. Deputy Willie Penrose asked the Minister for Health the additional resources being 
provided to CAMHS in order to enable young persons with mental health problems to be as-
sessed; if additional psychologists will be recruited to ensure young persons can secure imme-
diate and vital assessments and to enable timely access to appropriate treatment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44889/18]

06/11/2018WRX03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.
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06/11/2018WRX03700Disability Support Services Provision

06/11/2018WRX03800555. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a bed will be provided at 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital, Dún Laoghaire, for a person (details supplied). [44891/18]

06/11/2018WRX03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRX04000Disability Support Services Provision

06/11/2018WRX04100556. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; the status of respite care, occupational therapy, home support and 
speech and language therapy appointments in this case; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44900/18]

06/11/2018WRX04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRX04300National Treatment Purchase Fund Eligibility

06/11/2018WRX04400557. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) can 
receive ophthalmology treatment in the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital under the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44902/18]

06/11/2018WRX04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Reducing waiting times for patients for hos-
pital operations and procedures is a key priority for the Government. The Inpatient and Daycase 
Action Plan 2018 outlines the combined impact of Health Service Executive (HSE) and Nation-
al Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) activity in 2018 to reduce the number of patients waiting 
for treatment. The plan has already resulted in ongoing improvements with a 16% decrease in 
the number of patients waiting for procedures since July 2017.

As part of the Action Plan the NTPF has committed to make offers of treatment to patients 
waiting for one of 50 high-volume procedures including cataracts.  In this context, all patients 
who are clinically suitable for outsourcing who are waiting more than 9 months for one of these 
targeted procedures will be offered treatment in 2018.
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In terms of treatment offers, the NTPF authorises public hospitals to offer outsourced treat-
ment to clinically suitable long-waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day case waiting list 
for surgery, having been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment by a consultant/
specialist at an outpatient clinic. NTPF authorisations are made in respect of the longest-waiting 
patients first.

The Government is committed to maintaining this positive trend into next year and Budget 
2019 announced a total allocation of €75 million for the NTPF.  In 2019, NTPF activity will 
aim to remove over 100,000 patients from Hospital Waiting Lists through a combination of ar-
ranging treatments for patients and through the activity of the Central Waiting List Validation 
Unit of the NTPF.

06/11/2018WRX04600Disability Support Services Provision

06/11/2018WRX04700558. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of the care service being 
provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44909/18]

06/11/2018WRX04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRX04900Patient Transport Provision

06/11/2018WRX05000559. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE has ceased 
to supply a bus for cancer patients from counties Donegal and Sligo attending Galway Univer-
sity Hospital for treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44911/18]

06/11/2018WRX05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRX05200Hospital Services

06/11/2018WRX05300560. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health his plans to invest in 
neurology services in a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44924/18]

06/11/2018WRX05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to funding for neurology ser-
vices, referred to by the Deputy, the level of funding available for the Department of Health 
in 2019 was set out in Budget 2019 and the quantum of services to be provided by the HSE is 
currently being considered as part of the National Service Planning process.

06/11/2018WRX05500Medical Card Applications
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06/11/2018WRX05600561. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); 
when the medical card application will be concluded; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44928/18]

06/11/2018WRX05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRX05800Disability Support Services Provision

06/11/2018WRX05900562. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health when an assessment of needs 
will be carried out in respect of a child (details supplied) with ADHD and autism; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44931/18]

06/11/2018WRX06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRX06100Medical Card Applications

06/11/2018WRX06200563. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for a medical card in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44933/18]

06/11/2018WRX06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRX06400Nursing Home Services

06/11/2018WRX06500564. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the fair deal scheme will be 
extended for care in the home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44937/18]

06/11/2018WRX06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Improving home 
support services so that people can continue to live with confidence, dignity and security in 
their own homes for as long as possible is a key commitment of Government.  As the Deputy is 
aware, there have been calls to extend the Nursing Home Support Scheme, commonly known 
as the ‘Fair Deal’ scheme, to cover home support services.  In keeping with the Government’s 
pledge in A Programme for a Partnership Government to introduce ‘a uniform homecare ser-
vice so all recipients can receive a quality support, 7 days per week, where possible’, the Sláin-
tecare Implementation Strategy instead commits to the establishment of a stand-alone statutory 
scheme for homecare in 2021.

The new scheme will introduce clear rules in relation to the services for which individuals 
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are eligible and in relation to service allocation.  It will therefore be an important step in ensur-
ing that the system operates in a consistent and fair manner as well as helping to improve access 
to home support services on an affordable and sustainable basis. The introduction of a system 
of regulation for home support will help to ensure public confidence in the services provided 
by ensuring good standards are maintained on an ongoing basis.  The new scheme will also be 
designed to support family/unpaid carers and will integrate effectively with other health and 
social care services, such as long-term residential care (including the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme), primary and community services, and hospital services.

The development of a statutory scheme and system of regulation for home support services 
is a complex undertaking.  Important milestones in the process of developing the new scheme 
include the publication of a review of the home care systems in 4 EU countries in April 2017 
and a report of the findings of a public consultation on home care in June 2018.  Over 2,600 
responses to the consultation were received.  This initial research and stakeholder consultation 
has significantly enhanced the evidence base for the development of the proposed statutory 
scheme.

However, a significant amount of additional work remains to be carried out before final 
decisions are taken on the form of the home support scheme and system of regulation. This is 
required if the reforms are to be successful, affordable and sustainable. The Department will 
continue to prioritise its work in developing the new scheme and every effort will be made to 
progress this matter as quickly as possible.

While the new home support scheme is under development, the Department of Health and 
Health Service Executive are continuing efforts to improve existing home support services. 
In 2018 the HSE brought the funding for home help and Home Care Packages together into a 
single home support service for older people. As well as simplifying the application process for 
home support, the new service will be more responsive to service users’ changing needs.  More 
broadly the HSE will continue to encourage local integration of services and to build appropri-
ate care pathways, in particular for people with complex needs. A consumer-directed approach 
to home support provision will be introduced, giving service users greater choice in relation to 
when they receive services and their selection of a service provider. This enhancement of cur-
rent service provision is being supported by increased investment in home support services. In 
line with the commitment in A Programme for a Partnership Government (2016) to increase 
funding for home care annually, home support services received particular priority in Budget 
2018, with an additional €18.25m allocated bringing the total home support allocation for 2018 
to almost €417 million, which includes funding for intensive home care packages. The HSE 
2018 National Service Plan provides for over 17 million home support hours to be delivered to 
50,500 people at any time and 235 Intensive Home Care Packages for people with more com-
plex needs delivering approximately 360,000 hours in the full year. A further 156,000 hours, 
relating to adverse weather funding, will be provided this year.

The Department of Health and the HSE are currently in the process of developing and agree-
ing the HSE’s National Service Plan 2019, which will set out in detail the type and quantum of 
services to be delivered in 2019 including in relation to home support services.

06/11/2018WRX06700Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

06/11/2018WRX06800565. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the date on which persons 
over 21 years of age may have access to the FreeStyle Libre device on the long-term illness 
scheme; the circumstances in which persons above 21 years of age have access to the device; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44946/18]
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06/11/2018WRX06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRX07000Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRX07100566. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [44949/18]

06/11/2018WRX07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRY00200Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRY00300567. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital appointment. [44950/18]

06/11/2018WRY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRY00500Hospital Charges

06/11/2018WRY00600568. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE in 
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contracting debt collection agencies to pursue unpaid statutory charges in each of the years 
2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44951/18]

06/11/2018WRY00700569. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the costs incurred by each public 
hospital in contracting external debt collection agencies to pursue unpaid statutory charges in 
each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44952/18]

06/11/2018WRY00800570. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatients or inpatient 
day cases with unpaid inpatient charges whose debt was referred to a debt collection or legal 
agency in each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44953/18]

06/11/2018WRY00900571. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the expenditure by the HSE and 
public hospitals on referral of statutory charges to external debt collection or legal agencies; and 
the breakdown of expenditure per charge, that is, inpatient charge, outpatient and emergency 
charge in each of the years 2011 to 2017 and to date in 2018. [44954/18]

06/11/2018WRY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 568 to 571, 
inclusive, together.

As this is a matter for the Health Service Executive, I have asked them to respond to you 
directly.

06/11/2018WRY01400Orthodontic Services

06/11/2018WRY01500572. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 480 of 18 September 2018, when the report compiled by persons (details supplied) in 
2015 into orthodontic services within the HSE will be published; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44963/18]

06/11/2018WRY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRY01700Hospital Beds Data

06/11/2018WRY01800573. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 443 of 23 October 2018; if he will elaborate on the information provided in the reply 
with respect to the reopening of the short stay ward at Letterkenny University Hospital; the date 
on which the unit will be reinstated; the details of the staffing complement which be allocated 
to the facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44969/18]

06/11/2018WRY01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): €10 million in funding is being made avail-
able in 2019 to increase acute bed capacity in line with the recommendations of the Health 
Service Capacity Review.  Increasing capacity is a priority for this Government.

My Department is currently in discussions with the HSE, in the context of the National Ser-
vice Plan 2019, to identify the sites for investment and the associated number of beds, as part 
of an agreed capacity programme for 2019.  

The selection and opening of beds on specific sites in 2019 and future years will be con-
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sidered as part of the annual estimates and service planning process, and subject to financial, 
operational, human resource and policy considerations and priorities.

06/11/2018WRY02000General Practitioner Services Provision

06/11/2018WRY02100574. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the reason the under six 
years of age general practitioner visit card has not been extended to persons under twelve years 
of age as outlined in Budget 2016. [44988/18]

06/11/2018WRY02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy will be aware of the cross-party 
Sláintecare Report published in May 2017 which made recommendations regarding fundamen-
tal reform of the Irish health system.  The report recommended a decisive shift towards com-
munity based care and an expansion of GP services on a phased basis. 

The Government approved a Sláintecare Implementation Strategy in July 2018 which pro-
vides the framework within which a system-wide reform programme will be advanced.  It sets 
out four over-arching goals and ten high-level strategic actions which will be the key focus for 
the first three years of the reform programme.  At its core, the strategy focuses on establishing 
the building blocks for a significant shift in the way in which health services are delivered in 
Ireland including a significant shift to primary care.  One of the key actions in the first three 
years of reform in primary/community care includes a review of the current eligibility frame-
work to develop a roadmap to achieve universal entitlement, in particular for primary care.  
This will ensure people can access the care they need as close to home as possible, and will 
remove cost as a barrier to access. 

Decisions on the roll-out of GP visit cards to further cohorts of the population will have 
regard to the proposal and timelines in the Implementation Strategy.

06/11/2018WRY02300Hospital Beds Data

06/11/2018WRY02400575. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the average annual opera-
tional cost of a filled acute bed in a public hospital; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44993/18]

06/11/2018WRY02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of health services, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you.

06/11/2018WRY02600Hospital Beds Data

06/11/2018WRY02700576. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the average annual opera-
tional cost of a filled palliative care bed in a public hospital; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44995/18]

06/11/2018WRY02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRY02900Health Promotion
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06/11/2018WRY03000577. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the details of the Healthy Ire-
land stakeholder forum on the built environment taking place in November 2018; the persons 
and bodies invited to the event; the speakers and presenters at the event; the format of the 
event; the outcomes expected (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45003/18]

06/11/2018WRY03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): A number 
of Government policies aim to support the design and development of built environments that 
enhance health, well-being and quality of life for all.  Healthy Ireland’s Obesity Policy and Ac-
tion Plan (OPAP) and the National Physical Activity Plan (NPAP) both require that joint action 
is taken to promote the importance of physical activity and to reduce the obesogenic nature of 
the built environment. 

In line with Actions 31 of the NPAP and 2.1 of the OPAP, which commit to developing 
guidelines and support materials for those working in developing the built environment in order 
to promote the importance of physical activity, and Action 59 of the NPAP which commits to 
developing a programme of on-going stakeholder communication and engagement, a Stake-
holder Forum will be held on November 21st, 2018. 

This Forum, entitled Connect, Collaborate, Create; Co-Designing Healthier Communities, 
A Healthy Ireland Stakeholder Forum on the Built Environment, will bring together those who 
have a responsibility for planning and developing public spaces with those who have expertise 
regarding the impacts of the built environment on health and well-being.  It will provide an op-
portunity for interdisciplinary discussion on how we might support enhanced collaboration in 
the future, to create healthier communities.

  Connect, Collaborate, Create; Co-Designing Healthier Communities will take place in the 
National Indoor Arena, at the National Sports Campus in Abbotstown, on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 21st.

Planning for the Forum is at an advanced stage, and a number of individuals have agreed to 
present and to take part in workshops at the event.  A wide range of stakeholders will be invited 
to the Forum, comprising key representatives from Health, Sport, Planning, Environment, Lo-
cal Government and others.  A Save the Date has been sent out; meanwhile, finishing touches 
are being applied to the programme and invitations will be issued during the week commencing 
November 5th. 

Deputy O’Reilly will be furnished with the Programme by officials from my Department, 
as soon as it has been finalised.

06/11/2018WRY03200Cancer Services Provision

06/11/2018WRY03300578. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health his plans to address capacity 
issues at the family history breast care clinic in St. James’ Hospital; if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that appointments at this clinic have been cancelled at short notice; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45016/18]

06/11/2018WRY03400630. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the non-
offering of appointments as part of the family risk assessment clinic in St James’s Hospital; 
his plans to address this issue in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45266/18]

06/11/2018WRY03500645. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
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drawn to the removal of the service of the family risk assessment clinic for breast cancer at St. 
James’s Hospital, Dublin 8; the rationale for this decision; if the hospital has been deprived of 
the resources to carry on this service; if his attention was drawn to the issue in either 2017 or to 
date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45322/18]

06/11/2018WRY03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 578, 630 
and 645 together.

St James’s Hospital, as a designated cancer centre, runs a Rapid Access Breast Clinic for 
Symptomatic Breast Disease.

In parallel with the Rapid Access Breast Clinic, a Familial Breast Cancer Risk Assessment 
Service has evolved to provide a clinical service to women who are considered to be at higher 
than average risk of developing cancer in their lifetime.  Due to increased referral rates to the 
symptomatic breast disease clinic, as well as to the ‘family risk’ clinic, the hospital is currently 
prioritising the symptomatic patients to ensure that a quality, timely and sustainable service is 
available to them.  This has resulted in the suspension of the family risk service, other than for 
urgent cases.  This matter came to the attention of my Department in July.

One of the hospital’s two mammography machines which was at end of life has recently 
been replaced.  A third machine is on order and is expected to be installed late this year or early 
in 2019.  Capacity for mammography has been a major part of the challenge in meeting demand 
for breast services in St James’s.

The intention is to restore the Familial Breast Cancer Risk Assessment Service in St James’s 
early in the new year.

06/11/2018WRY03700Nursing Staff Data

06/11/2018WRY03800579. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of additional 
nursing staff required in hospitals in order to implement the recommendations of the framework 
for safe nurse staffing and skill mix. [45017/18]

06/11/2018WRY03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In April this year I launched the Final Report 
and Recommendations by the Taskforce on Staffing and Skill Mix on Phase I of the Framework 
for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix. 

The Framework sets out, for the first time in Ireland, a methodology to determine the ap-
propriate number of nurses and healthcare assistants required for our medical/surgical wards.  
Results from the pilots did indicate that additional resources, both nursing and healthcare assis-
tants, were required in those pilot sites. These were met through a mix of additional recruitment 
and agency conversion.

The Framework determines the required nurse staffing and skill mix by matching the nurs-
ing resource to the type and number of patients on an individual ward and individual patients’ 
needs.  Therefore accurate estimates will only become available when the implementation plan, 
currently being developed in the HSE, is fully developed. 

06/11/2018WRY04000Hospitals Data

06/11/2018WRY04100580. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for 
reporting back on X-ray referrals across each of the hospitals in the RCSI group of hospitals for 
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each month over the first nine months of 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

 [45019/18]

06/11/2018WRY04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/11/2018WRY04300Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRY04400581. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) will 
be facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45020/18]

06/11/2018WRY04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRY04600Mental Health Services

06/11/2018WRY04700582. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter regard-
ing mental health services for children and teenagers (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45023/18]

06/11/2018WRY04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRY04900Disability Services Provision

06/11/2018WRY05000583. Deputy Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken 
to give effect to the call included in a broader motion on disabilities that sought the withdrawal 
of the in loco parentis rule and that was adopted unopposed by the Dáil Éireann on 27 March 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45027/18]

06/11/2018WRY05100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): When considering the loco parentis rule,  
it must be recognised that Paediatric Homecare Packages (PHCPs) are clinical care nursing 
packages designed for children with complex medical conditions and who have significant 
healthcare needs.  As PHCPs are a clinical rather than respite support, nurses delivering care do 
not assume sole responsibility for a child in the home.  It is also the case that the loco parentis 
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provision is necessary in case of an acute emergency such as respiratory arrest, de-cannulation 
of a tracheostomy or status epilepticus.

Nonetheless, I am very aware of the issues raised regarding the operation of the loco pa-
rentis rule and have asked my officials to engage with the HSE to ensure that concerns around 
the operation of this provision and its potential impact on parents are considered as part of the 
Quality Assurance Process for PHCPs. 

I understand that the HSE has developed an extensive suite of new policy and practice docu-
ments which will provide a framework for the care of children with complex needs in the com-
munity.  In developing this new approach, the HSE has listened to parents, taken advice from 
Royal College of Nursing in Britain and consulted with specialists in Ireland.  I am informed 
that the HSE hopes to be able to publish the suite of documentation before the end of the year.

06/11/2018WRY05200Estimates Process

06/11/2018WRY05300584. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if a letter of determination 
sent to the HSE in respect of Estimates for public services 2018 will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45039/18]

06/11/2018WRY05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The letter of determination is part of the 
Department’s governance arrangements with the HSE.  It sets out the level of approved expen-
diture for the HSE, and is updated on an ongoing basis during the year as plans for new develop-
ments are finalised, submitted for approval, approved and commenced.  

The Department does not routinely publish communications between it and the HSE in the 
performance of their relative functions, as this would be inappropriate, and impact on both or-
ganisations ability to function effectively.  It is not intended to publish this letter.

06/11/2018WRY05500Medicinal Products

06/11/2018WRY05600585. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a cost-benefit 
analysis on the usage of the finger test strips for persons between 5 and 21 years of age with 
type 1 diabetes; if it has provided savings over the past six months since the FreeStyle Libre 
reimbursement scheme was launched; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45044/18]

06/11/2018WRY05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRY05800Neuro-Rehabilitation Policy

06/11/2018WRY05900586. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health when the imple-
mentation plan for the national neuro-rehabilitation strategy will be published; if the HSE sub-
mitted the plan to his office in June 2018; and the reason for the delay in publishing it in view 
of the fact that he originally committed to publish the plan by June 2017. [45047/18]

06/11/2018WRY06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Pro-
gramme for a Partnership Government includes a commitment to publish a plan for advancing 
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neuro-rehabilitation services in the community.

The Health Service Executive recently finalised its implementation framework in respect of 
the recommendations of the National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabili-
tation Services in Ireland 2011-2015.  The framework was submitted by the HSE to the Minister 
for Health at the end of September 2018. 

The framework will guide the reconfiguration and development of neuro-rehabilitation 
structures and services at national and local level.  It proposes the formation of Managed Clini-
cal Rehabilitation Networks (MCRNs), with the set-up of one demonstration MCRN suggested 
as the first step.

06/11/2018WRY06100Neuro-Rehabilitation Services

06/11/2018WRY06200587. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the dedicated 
funding that will be available in 2019 to support the development of neuro-rehabilitation ser-
vices. [45048/18]

06/11/2018WRY06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRY06400Hospitals Funding

06/11/2018WRY06500588. Deputy Margaret Murphy O’Mahony asked the Minister for Health the dedicated 
funding that will be available in 2019 to address waiting times at the National Rehabilitation 
Hospital. [45049/18]

06/11/2018WRY06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRY06700Health Services Expenditure

06/11/2018WRY06800589. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to his statement at the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Health on 4 October 2018 on the national development plan as 
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it relates to Sláintecare, the way in which he arrived at the €6.6 billion calculation; the break-
down of this calculation; and the projected year in which each expenditure is to be incurred. 
[45055/18]

06/11/2018WRY06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Government has decided that the re-
sourcing of Sláintecare is a matter for the annual estimates process. 

However, the National Development Plan (NDP), published earlier this year as part of the 
Project Ireland 2040 policy initiative, provides €10.9 billion to invest in infrastructure, equip-
ment and additional service capacity for the public health sector over the next 10 years in line 
with Sláintecare. 

Health capital investments over the coming decade will support existing Government prior-
ity projects and commitments, facilitate the shift to new models of care and enable the roll-out 
of new additional capacity, guided by the implementation of Sláintecare. 

The main capital elements of Sláintecare include:

- 2,600 additional acute hospital beds;

- 4,500 additional long and short-term beds;

- Elective only hospitals in Cork, Dublin and Galway;

- Significant investment in modern e-health and ICT infrastructure;

- Additional Primary Care facilities with greater access to diagnostics;

- Additional facilities for mental health services and for people with disabilities.

It is important to recognise that the NDP and Sláintecare are long-term plans.  Many capi-
tal proposals are at an early stage and, as with all capital development proposals, will require 
further appraisal, planning, design and tender before a firm timeline or funding required can be 
established.  

Health capital projects and programmes currently underway will continue and these major 
priority projects will require the bulk of the notified capital allocation over the initial period of 
the Plan, 2018-2022.

Seeking to deliver on Sláintecare and the National Development Plan, and following discus-
sions with my colleague the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform, Budget 
2019 provided:

- €20m additional capital funding in 2018;

- Capital funding of €667m in 2019 – an increase of €174m (35%) compared to 2018;

- €50m capital funding brought forward to 2020 and ringfenced for developing health ser-
vice capacity.

06/11/2018WRY07000Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRY07100590. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45069/18]
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06/11/2018WRY07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRZ00200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

06/11/2018WRZ00300591. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting as of 1 October 2018 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan (details supplied). 
[45071/18]

06/11/2018WRZ00400592. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting as of 1 October 2018 or the nearest available date for a CT scan (details supplied). 
[45072/18]

06/11/2018WRZ00500593. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting as of 1 October 2018 or the nearest available date for a bone scan (details supplied). 
[45073/18]

06/11/2018WRZ00600594. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting as of 1 October 2018 or the nearest available date for an angiogram (details supplied). 
[45074/18]

06/11/2018WRZ00700595. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting as of 1 October 2018 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram (details 
supplied). [45075/18]

06/11/2018WRZ00800596. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting as of 1 October 2018 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography (de-
tails supplied). [45076/18]

06/11/2018WRZ00900597. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting as of 1 October 2018 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan (details sup-
plied). [45077/18]

06/11/2018WRZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 591 to 597, 
inclusive, together.

Historically, radiology waiting list data has not been collected nationally. 

The HSE advises that a pilot project commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Divi-
sion to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been sup-
ported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across the 
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system including the National NIMIS Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the National 
Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) for data collection and data management expertise. 

The NTPF advise that they have received the most recent quarterly national radiology data 
from the HSE.  The data is currently being audited by the NTPF and is due to be supplied to my 
Department in the coming weeks after which I will provide the information sought directly to 
the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRZ01700Psychological Assessments Waiting Times

06/11/2018WRZ01800598. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the number of children in 
CHO area 7 on the waiting list for an appointment with a child psychologist; the length of time 
each has been waiting; the measures in place to ease the appointments backlog; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45078/18]

06/11/2018WRZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

06/11/2018WRZ02000Psychological Services

06/11/2018WRZ02100599. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if an interim child psycholo-
gist has been appointed to the north Kildare disability network team to replace the senior child 
psychologist who went on maternity leave on 1 September 2018; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45079/18]

06/11/2018WRZ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRZ02300General Practitioner Services Provision

06/11/2018WRZ02400600. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the measures and plans in 
place for extra general practitioner services in primary care at Kilcock, County Kildare, in view 
of the fact patients are being turned away from these services as they are all at capacity; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45081/18]

06/11/2018WRZ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to a service matter, I 
have arranged for it to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRZ02600Cancer Screening Programmes
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06/11/2018WRZ02700601. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for CervicalCheck 
screening participants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45084/18]

06/11/2018WRZ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Deputy’s question relates to service 
delivery matters, and accordingly I have asked the HSE to reply directly to him on the specific 
issues raised. 

The HSE advises that CervicalCheck laboratory activity remains significantly above normal 
levels.  This is a result both of out-of-cycle smears, and also increased uptake generally. This 
has impacted turnaround times for results of smear tests.  The HSE also advises that every ef-
fort is being made to ensure that tests are processed as quickly as possible, having regard to the 
high standards required for testing.  This is a priority concern for my Department and the HSE.  

06/11/2018WRZ02900Ambulance Service Staff

06/11/2018WRZ03000602. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the HSE to engage 
with the ambulance personnel branch of a union (details supplied) that is asserting its funda-
mental employee rights to representation by their union of choice and to facilitate the payroll 
deduction of union subscriptions from members of a union in order to prevent an escalation in 
industrial action and to ultimately resolve this dispute; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45090/18]

06/11/2018WRZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): SIPTU is recognised by the HSE and has ne-
gotiating rights for ambulance grades employed by the Executive.  As a result, the HSE deducts 
subscriptions at source for those ambulance staff that are members of that union.  

However, the National Ambulance Service Representative Association (NASRA) is not 
recognised by the HSE and, therefore, does not have negotiating rights.  Whilst individuals 
have a right to membership of any trade union, if they choose to join an association which is not 
recognised by their employer, such membership is not facilitated by their employer.  This means 
that the HSE does not facilitate deduction of union subscriptions for this particular Association.  
In light of all of the above, I do not intend directing the HSE to engage with this branch of the 
Psychiatric Nurses Association.

06/11/2018WRZ03200Pharmacy Regulations

06/11/2018WRZ03300603. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if the status of pharmaceutical as-
sistants following recent recommendations made by an organisation (details supplied) will be 
protected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45092/18]

06/11/2018WRZ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Pharmaceutical Assistants are a grade of 
pharmacy professionals who are permitted, under section 30(1) of the Pharmacy Act 2007, to 
act on behalf of a registered pharmacist during the “temporary absence” of the registered phar-
macist. 

Section 30(2) of the Pharmacy Act 2007 permits the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Ireland (PSI) to make rules as to:

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.
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These Rules are made by way of Statutory Instrument requiring the formal consent of the 
Minister for Health.

Following a public consultation process, which ran from 17 July until 14 August 2018, the 
Council of the PSI approved the draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence 
of Pharmacist from Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on 20 September 2018. 

I understand that since that date the PSI has undertaken to redraft the Rules in relation to 
what may or not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on behalf of a 
registered pharmacist.  The redrafted Rules will require approval of the Council of the PSI be-
fore a public consultation phase. Subsequent to any public consultation phase the draft Rules 
must again be approved by the Council before submission for my consent. This Council ap-
proval is not anticipated until early in the New Year. 

My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of any such Rules once 
submitted for my approval.  I must consider any Rules presented to me from a fair and impartial 
perspective, without prejudice or prejudgement. 

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and, until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.

06/11/2018WRZ03500Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WRZ03600604. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if emergency funding will 
be provided to an organisation (details supplied) to cover the costs of continuity of service pro-
vision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45108/18]

06/11/2018WRZ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRZ03800Assisted Human Reproduction Legislation

06/11/2018WRZ03900605. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the progress of 
the assisted human reproduction Bill, in particular in relation to areas (details supplied); when 
he plans to come before Dáil Éireann to report on this progress in line with the commitment 
made in Dáil Éireann on 11 July 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45110/18]

06/11/2018WRZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As you will be aware, the Government ap-
proved the drafting of a Bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of 
research in October last year. The General Scheme is published on my Department’s website.  
The Joint Committee on Health is currently conducting a review of the General Scheme of the 
Assisted Human Reproduction Bill 2017 as part of the pre-legislative scrutiny process, which 
began in January of this year. The review is on-going and the Committee intends to publish its 
report early in 2019. The introduction of legislation in relation to AHR and associated research 
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is a priority for me and the process of drafting this Bill will be completed in conjunction with 
the Office of the Attorney General. However, it is not possible at this time to give a definitive 
timeline for the completion of the draft Bill and its subsequent passage through the Houses of 
the Oireachtas.The specific provisions relating to surrogacy are outlined in Part 6 of the General 
Scheme.  These provisions outline the specific conditions under which surrogacy in Ireland will 
be permitted, including a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be pre-authorised by the 
AHR Regulatory Authority. The Scheme also sets out a court-based mechanism through which 
the parentage of a child born through surrogacy may be transferred from the surrogate (and her 
husband, if applicable) to the intending parent(s). Under the AHR Bill AHR services will be 
made available to people irrespective of gender, marital status or sexual orientation on the basis 
of equality and non-discrimination. The aim of the AHR legislation is to promote and ensure the 
health and safety of parents, others involved in the process (such as donors and surrogate moth-
ers) and, most importantly, the children who will be born as a result of AHR. Consideration of 
the welfare and best interests of children born through AHR is a key principle underpinning the 
Scheme.The Children and Family Relationships (Amendment) Bill 2018 was enacted on 24 
July 2018.  This Act was introduced to correct typographical and technical errors in the Chil-
dren and Family Relationships Act 2015, which will facilitate the subsequent commencement 
of Parts 2 and 3 of the Act. Parts 2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act deal 
with the regulation of donor-assisted human reproduction (DAHR) procedures carried out in 
the State, and with the rights of children born as a result of those procedures.  Parts 2 & 3 of the 
Act will also provide for the granting of a retrospective declaration of parentage in relation to a 
child born as a result of a DAHR procedure prior to the commencement of Parts 2& 3, subject 
to certain conditions.A number of issues relating to areas that fall outside of provisions of Parts 
2 and 3 of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 were raised during the debate on the 
Children and Family Relationships (Amendment) Act 2018. Officials from my Department are 
engaging with their colleagues in the Departments of Justice and Equality, Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, Employment Affairs and Social Protection, and Children and Youth Affairs, in relation to 
these issues and it is my intention to give a substantial update on these issues once this process 
of engagement has been concluded.

06/11/2018WRZ04100Hospital Staff

06/11/2018WRZ04200606. Deputy Martin Ferris asked the Minister for Health the status of the rheumatologist 
and the staffing level at the rheumatology department of University Hospital Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45112/18]

06/11/2018WRZ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRZ04400Hospital Beds Data

06/11/2018WRZ04500607. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the average annual opera-
tional cost of a filled bed in a public hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45116/18]

06/11/2018WRZ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the delivery of health services, I have asked the HSE to respond directly to you.

06/11/2018WRZ04700National Children’s Hospital
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06/11/2018WRZ04800608. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the original planned comple-
tion date for the national children’s hospital; the estimated completion date for the hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45120/18]

06/11/2018WRZ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As announced in April 2017, the new chil-
dren’s hospital was scheduled to be open by the end of 2021. The construction contract for the 
building of the new children’s hospital and associated Paediatric Outpatients and Urgent Care 
Centres contract were signed in August 2017. At that time, the agreed contract timeline was 
extended to ensure full alignment in construction timetables for the contractor and specialist 
sub-contractors. The projected practical completion date for the new hospital is March 2022, al-
lowing for the opening of the main hospital in Q3 2022.   The Paediatric Outpatients and Urgent 
Care Centre at Connolly is scheduled to open in 2019 followed by the Centre at Tallaght in 2020 
in advance of the opening of the main hospital in 2022.

06/11/2018WRZ05000Home Care Packages Data

06/11/2018WRZ05100609. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing approval for home help hours in the north west in each month in each of the past three years 
to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45133/18]

06/11/2018WRZ05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRZ05300Budget 2019

06/11/2018WRZ05400610. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the amount of extra funding 
allocated from budget 2019 to address the trolley crisis in Letterkenny University Hospital not 
taking into account funds allocated to cover the existing overspend in the health budget; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45134/18]

06/11/2018WRZ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department is working with the HSE 
to ensure the most effective response to the winter challenges to unscheduled care provision.  

As part of Budget 2019, an additional €10m in funding is being provided in 2018 to enable 
hospitals to get patients home or to an alternative care setting, as appropriate, before the end of 
the year, with a focus on supporting patients in the over 75 age group. 

I have asked the HSE to ensure that activity in 2019 is planned to manage critical demand 
pressures, most particularly in respect of increased attendance at emergency departments.  This 
planning will include activity in hospitals, primary care and community care. 

€10 million in funding is being made available in 2019 to increase acute bed capacity in 
line with the recommendations of the Health Service Capacity Review. Increasing capacity is a 
priority of this Government. 

My Department is currently in discussions with the HSE, in the context of the National Ser-
vice Plan 2019, to identify the sites for investment and the associated number of beds, as part 
of an agreed capacity programme for 2019.  

The selection and opening of beds on specific sites in 2019 and future years will be consid-
ered as part of the annual estimates and service planning process, and is subject to financial, 
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operational, human resource and policy considerations and priorities.

06/11/2018WRZ05600Ambulance Service Provision

06/11/2018WRZ05700611. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health his views on whether ambu-
lance cover in County Donegal is sufficient for the needs of the county; the number of stations 
that exist; the criteria for deployment of ambulances at each station; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45135/18]

06/11/2018WRZ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/11/2018WRZ05900Pharmacy Regulations

06/11/2018WRZ06000612. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details 
supplied) regarding pharmaceutical assistants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45150/18]

06/11/2018WRZ06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act. 
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to: 

1.    What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and 

2.    What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On June 21 2018, the Council of the PSI approved for issuance for public consultation 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018. This public consultation commenced on 17 July and ran until 14 August 
and afforded any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the matter directly 
to the PSI.

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on the 20th September 2018 where the Council approved 
the draft rules without amendment.  

I understand that since that date the PSI has undertaken to redraft the Rules in relation to 
what may or not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on behalf of a 
registered pharmacist.  The redrafted Rules will require approval of the Council of the PSI be-
fore a public consultation phase. Subsequent to any public consultation phase the draft Rules 
must again be approved by the Council before submission for my consent. This Council ap-
proval is not anticipated until early in the New Year. 
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My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of any such Rules once 
submitted for my approval. I must consider any Rules presented to me from a fair and impartial 
perspective, without prejudice or prejudgement. 

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and, until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.

06/11/2018WRZ06200Electronic Cigarettes

06/11/2018WRZ06300613. Deputy Noel Rock asked the Minister for Health if the policy towards e-cigarettes will 
be updated in view of the Healthy Ireland 2018 finding that 41% of smokers that successfully 
quit in the past year used an e-cigarette to do so; if he will consider commissioning a second 
health technology assessment or other research into their effectiveness as a cessation tool; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45154/18]

06/11/2018WRZ06400713. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of the posi-
tion regarding the use of e-cigarettes as a means of smoking cessation; if his attention has been 
drawn to recent reports in the UK which promote their use (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45591/18]

06/11/2018WRZ06500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 613 and 
713 together.

The recently published Healthy Ireland 2018 survey found that the prevalence of smoking 
in Ireland has declined from 22% in 2017 to 20% in 2018 which is to be welcomed. 

The Tobacco Free Ireland   (2013) policy document contains a number of recommenda-
tions to assist smokers in quitting tobacco use.  One of those recommendations is to examine 
the evidence regarding the outcomes of the use of Nicotine Replacement Therapy (‘NRT’) and 
other approaches.  

My Department requested HIQA to undertake a Health Technology Assessment (‘HTA’) of 
the clinical and cost effectiveness of pharmaceutical and non-pharmaceutical smoking cessa-
tion products and services. The HTA was published in 2017 and found that all the pharmaco-
logical interventions were effective compared to no treatment and that a prescription only drug 
called varenicline was the most effective drug on its own. However, the HTA also found that 
using a combination of varenicline and NRT was the most effective pharmacological interven-
tion and that people using this combination were over three and a half times more likely to quit 
than those who were in a control group and did not receive this treatment. 

Group behavioural therapy, individual counselling, intensive advice and telephone support 
were all found to be effective behavioural interventions with group therapy found to be the most 
effective of these interventions. The addition of a behavioural intervention to a pharmacological 
intervention improved the effectiveness of the intervention.

The HTA recommended that smoking cessation services should seek to increase the uptake 
of varenicline, either alone or in combination with NRT, for smokers who want to use a phar-
macological support. 

In relation to e-cigarettes and vaping, although the HTA found that results for e-cigarettes 
are promising, there is currently a lack of evidence to recommend their use as a smoking ces-
sation aid and at present no e-cigarette product is licensed as a medicinal product in Ireland. 
The safety of e-cigarettes is an evolving area of research; while potentially safer than smoking, 
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evidence on its long-term safety has yet to be established. In the absence of additional evidence 
confirming the effectiveness of e-cigarettes, the HTA recommended that the HSE smoking ces-
sation services should seek to increase the uptake of combination NRT treatment among those 
for whom varenicline is contraindicated, not tolerated or not preferred.  

The results of the HTA are informing the development by the HSE, in conjunction with the 
National Clinical Effectiveness Committee, of national clinical guidelines.

The Department of Health is aware of, and actively monitoring, publications by authori-
tative bodies internationally on the use of e-cigarettes as a smoking cessation tool. Analysis 
of emerging research on all products, and the findings of Healthy Ireland 2018 in relation to 
e-cigarette usage in Ireland, will continue to inform decisions around any future additional 
regulation in this area.

06/11/2018WRZ06600Health Services Expenditure

06/11/2018WRZ06700614. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the reason health spend-
ing has overrun to a large extent since 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45155/18]

06/11/2018WRZ06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In any given year, the Government has a 
finite amount of money for allocation in the Budget, and has many competing priorities. 

During the fiscal crisis, as with most areas of public spending, significant reductions in 
health funding were experienced. Including 2014, the budget provided for Health was less than 
that provided in the previous year, with significant targeted savings through pay reductions and 
efficiency.

2015 saw the first modest increase in the health vote for a number of years, and whilst wel-
come, proved insufficient, given the erosion of the base funding during the financial emergency.  
The supplementary estimate that year was required to meet ongoing running costs in the sector, 
new initiatives commenced during the year and some demand led services, and was provided on 
a once off basis. Thus, whilst 2016 saw a further budgetary increase, the majority of the funding 
merely met the existing costs within the system, along with pay rate increases. In recognition of 
the difficulties facing the system, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform approved a 
further €500m for health in the REV, this sum remaining in the base for 2017. This allowed for 
services for older people to be maintained at the previous year’s levels (€30m), met shortfalls 
in the State Claims Agency (SCA) and PCRS (€200m) and provided for a Winter Initiative at 
€40m. 

Additional funding of €450m was provided in the 2017 budget, along with a further supple-
mentary estimate of €195m. Of the original funding, 39% was required for pay rate and pension 
costs with a further 6% supporting the SCA. In relation to the supplementary estimate that year, 
a 38% or €75m related to the acceleration of the restoration of pay under the Lansdowne Road 
Agreement, with a further 25% or €50m required for the SCA.  

For 2018, 45% of the additional funding provided in the budget was required for pay res-
toration, resulting in very modest increase for services, and the consequent need for a further 
supplementary estimate. When account is taken of pay restoration, costs associated with the 
SCA and other demand led areas, there is a reason for the level of increased expenditure year 
on year. Further, the nature of the health services is such that the normal budget management 
levers available to other sectors, such as reduction of services, are simply not available to us and 
consequently, overruns can and do occur.  External factors, such as the actions of the Private 
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Health Insurers, can also drive the need for additional funding. 

During the period 2014 to 2018 the reasons for the receipt of supplementary funding are as 
follows:

Government/DoH 
Policy Implementa-
tion 

Demographics, 
Complexity, Capac-
ity 

Demand-Led Other 

Emergency Depart-
ment Taskforce Ac-
tion Plan 

Acute Hospitals State Claims Agency Private insurer cam-
paign 

Waiting List Initia-
tive 

Disabilities - Emer-
gency Placements 
and Regulation 

Local Demand Led 
Schemes 

Appropriation in Aid 
shortfalls 

Winter Initiative Home Supports Pensions First charge 
Accelerated Pay 
Awards 

Overseas Treatment 

06/11/2018WRAA00200Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRAA00300615. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when the person can expect an appointment with the Royal Victoria Eye 
and Ear Hospital. [45166/18]

06/11/2018WRAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRAA00500Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRAA00600616. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
can receive a revised and more immediate date for a procedure in view of the circumstances; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45167/18]

06/11/2018WRAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRAA00800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

06/11/2018WRAA00900617. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when the legislation to reflect the 
changes to the fair deal scheme will be introduced; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45175/18]

06/11/2018WRAA01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions from farm assets 
at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, has been ap-
proved by Government.  My Department is working on the development of draft Heads of Bill 
while considering a number of ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. I expect to bring Heads of Bill to Government in the 
next session before this year end and that the changes will come into effect in 2019 subject to 
the legislative process.

06/11/2018WRAA01100Home Help Service Data

06/11/2018WRAA01200618. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the average length of time 
spent on a waiting list by patients that already qualify for help via the home help scheme and 
have applied for additional support in each of the past three years to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45183/18]

06/11/2018WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRAA01400General Medical Services Scheme

06/11/2018WRAA01500619. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Health if a person can have a pyroluria test 
carried out under the medical card GMS scheme in view of the fact that persons are reporting 
that it costs circa €400 for the test. [45184/18]

06/11/2018WRAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has advised me that as pyroluria 
testing has not been shown to be clinically effective this service would not be covered under 
the GMS scheme.
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06/11/2018WRAA01700Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

06/11/2018WRAA01800620. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if a company (details supplied) 
has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or renovate projects over the past 
ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which it was built; if building fire 
safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since construction; the details of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45202/18]

06/11/2018WRAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am aware of the issues surrounding the 
company named by the Deputy in his question.  As the Health Service Executive is responsible 
for the delivery of healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to respond to him 
directly in relation to the details of his questions.

06/11/2018WRAA02000Orthodontic Services

06/11/2018WRAA02100621. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if an orthodontic procedure 
for a person (details supplied) can be expedited in view of the fact that the person was initially 
assessed in 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45231/18]

06/11/2018WRAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRAA02300Nursing Homes Support Scheme

06/11/2018WRAA02400622. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if it was policy that the fair deal 
office would review applicants’ means on an annual basis (details supplied) based on social 
welfare budgetary increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45234/18]

06/11/2018WRAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme (NHSS) is a system of financial support for those in need of long-term nursing 
home care.  Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their income and assets 
while the State pays the balance of the cost.  The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term nursing 
home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for in the most 
appropriate settings.

Under the NHSS Act 2009 the HSE may, in respect of a person who is being provided with 
care services, whether of its own initiative or at the request of the person, at any time arrange 
for a review to be carried out of all or any of the following as appropriate:

- the care needs assessment;

- the financial assessment relating to the person; or

- the weekly amount of payments made by way of ancillary State support in respect of that 
person.

A participant in the Scheme can request the HSE to review their financial assessment on the 
condition that 12 months have passed since the initial assessment or the most recent review. 
Participants in the scheme are also obligated to inform the HSE of any material change in cir-
cumstances, including an increase in income or means.

It should be noted that any increase in income or means not notified to the HSE will result 
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in recoupment by the HSE of the support that was advanced over and above what was due to 
the participant.

I would encourage any participant in the Scheme to contact their local area HSE office with 
any queries relating to their financial contribution towards their cost of care.

06/11/2018WRAA02600Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRAA02700623. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation for 
a person (details supplied). [45239/18]

06/11/2018WRAA02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRAA02900Disease Incidence

06/11/2018WRAA03000624. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if annual data on the number 
of persons presenting and being diagnosed with Lyme disease is being recorded; the steps he has 
taken to address increases in cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45242/18]

06/11/2018WRAA03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
of the HSE is responsible for the surveillance of notifiable infectious diseases such as Lyme 
disease. As the collation of data on Lyme disease is a service matter, I have referred this PQ to 
the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRAA03200Paediatric Services

06/11/2018WRAA03300625. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of paediatric 
physiotherapists working in County Kildare. [45243/18]

06/11/2018WRAA03400626. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of paediatric 
physiotherapists working in County Laois. [45244/18]

06/11/2018WRAA03500627. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant posts 
for paediatric physiotherapists in County Kildare; the length of time these posts have been va-
cant; and when they will be filled. [45245/18]

06/11/2018WRAA03600628. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
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ing for an appointment to see a paediatric physiotherapist in County Kildare; the length of time 
they have been waiting; and the number of children waiting zero to three months, three to six 
months, six to nine months, nine to 12 months and longer than 12 and 24 months, respectively, 
in tabular form. [45246/18]

06/11/2018WRAA03700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 625 to 628, 
inclusive, together.

As these questions relate to service matters, I have arranged for them to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply.

06/11/2018WRAA04100Disabilities Assessments

06/11/2018WRAA04200629. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) continues to wait for the school age team despite their original assessment of needs being 
in June 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45262/18]

06/11/2018WRAA04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Question No. 630 answered with Question No. 578.

06/11/2018WRAA04500Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRAA04600631. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be scheduled for surgery in the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital [45273/18]

06/11/2018WRAA04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.
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06/11/2018WRAA04800Hospital Deaths

06/11/2018WRAA04900632. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 225 of 24 October 2018, the robust methodology used in the review to determine the inclu-
sion-exclusion criteria; the matrix-criteria used to determine the living or deceased status of the 
195 CPE positive patients; the period the review covered; and the reason more patients that had 
been identified by the whistleblower as having died were omitted from the review. [45275/18]

06/11/2018WRAA05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My Department and I have been kept in-
formed of an external review commissioned last year by University of Limerick Hospitals 
Group (ULHG), regarding patients with CPE and concerns regarding whether CPE was a factor 
in the deaths of a number of these patients.  In addition, University Hospital Limerick con-
ducted an internal review.  On 9th October last the HSE and ULHG published a final report 
combining the two review findings and have advised that the review process was both robust 
and comprehensive. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to the process of the review the question has been referred 
to the HSE for direct reply.

06/11/2018WRAA05100Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRAA05200633. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for a person 
(details supplied) will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45287/18]

06/11/2018WRAA05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care.  This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRAA05400Pharmaceutical Sector

06/11/2018WRAA05500634. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the implications of the 
proposed rule changes by an organisation (details supplied) for pharmaceutical assistants that 
qualified in the years 1982 to 1985 have been considered; if a derogation from the rules can be 
provided to these skilled and experienced pharmaceutic assistants; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45288/18]

06/11/2018WRAA05600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act.  
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  
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Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to:

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On June 21 2018, the Council of the PSI approved for issuance for public consultation 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018. This public consultation commenced on 17 July and ran until 14 August 
and afforded any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the matter directly 
to the PSI.

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on the 20th September 2018 where the Council approved 
the draft rules without amendment.  

I understand that since that date the PSI has undertaken to redraft the Rules in relation to 
what may or not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on behalf of a 
registered pharmacist.  The redrafted Rules will require approval of the Council of the PSI be-
fore a public consultation phase. Subsequent to any public consultation phase the draft Rules 
must again be approved by the Council before submission for my consent. This Council ap-
proval is not anticipated until early in the New Year. 

My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of any such Rules once 
submitted for my approval.  I must consider any Rules presented to me from a fair and impartial 
perspective, without prejudice or prejudgement. 

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and, until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.

06/11/2018WRAA05700Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRAA05800635. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the details of recent refurbish-
ment works in a centre (details supplied); the list of services it plans to deliver; the expected 
number of persons it will provide services to; the areas that will be covered by the services; the 
cost analysis, meetings and consultations that took place before a final decision was made; the 
number of staff it houses; the number it proposes to employ in the future; the final projected cost 
of the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45292/18]

06/11/2018WRAA05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): As this is a 
service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply 
to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRAA06000Ministerial Correspondence
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06/11/2018WRAA06100636. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when he will meet a group (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45298/18]

06/11/2018WRAA06200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have recently been in correspondence with 
the group to which the Deputy refers.  I have been fortunate enough to be in a position to visit a 
number of cancer support centres and I acknowledge the important work they do in supporting 
cancer patients and their families. A meeting with the group at this time is not scheduled.

06/11/2018WRAA06300Nursing Homes Support Scheme Eligibility

06/11/2018WRAA06400637. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the progress being made 
on extending the fair deal scheme for a person (details supplied) that is being cared for in their 
home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45303/18]

06/11/2018WRAA06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): Improving home sup-
port services so that people can continue to live with confidence, dignity and security in their 
own homes for as long as possible is a key commitment of Government.  As you are aware, 
there have been calls to extend the Nursing Home Support Scheme, commonly known as the 
‘Fair Deal’ scheme to cover home support services. In keeping with the Government’s pledge 
in A Programme for a Partnership Government to introduce ‘a uniform homecare service so 
all recipients can receive a quality support, 7 days per week, where possible’, the Sláintecare 
Implementation Strategy instead commits to the establishment of a standalone statutory scheme 
for homecare in 2021.

The new scheme will introduce clear rules in relation to the services for which individuals 
are eligible and in relation to service allocation. It will therefore be an important step in ensur-
ing that the system operates in a consistent and fair manner as well as helping to improve access 
to home support services on an affordable and sustainable basis. The introduction of a system 
of regulation for home support will help to ensure public confidence in the services provided 
by ensuring good standards are maintained on an ongoing basis. The new scheme will also be 
designed to support family/unpaid carers and will integrate effectively with other health and 
social care services, such as long term residential care (including the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme), primary and community services, and hospital services. 

The development of a statutory scheme and system of regulation for home support services 
is a complex undertaking. Important milestones in the process of developing the new scheme 
include the publication of a review of the home care systems in 4 EU countries in April 2017 
and a report of the findings of a public consultation on home care in June 2018.  Over 2,600 
responses to the consultation were received. This initial research and stakeholder-consultation 
has significantly enhanced the evidence-base for the development of the proposed statutory 
scheme.

However, a significant amount of additional work remains to be carried out before final 
decisions are taken on the form of the home support scheme and system of regulation. This is 
required if the reforms are to be successful, affordable and sustainable. The Department will 
continue to prioritise its work in developing the new scheme and every effort will be made to 
progress this matter as quickly as possible. 

While the new home support scheme is under development, the Department of Health and 
Health Service Executive are continuing efforts to improve existing home support services. 
In 2018 the HSE brought the funding for home help and Home Care Packages together into a 
single home support service for older people. As well as simplifying the application-process for 
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home support, the new service will be more responsive to service-users’ changing needs. More 
broadly the HSE will continue to encourage local integration of services and to build appropri-
ate care-pathways, in particular for people with complex needs. A consumer-directed approach 
to home support provision will be introduced, giving service users greater choice in relation to 
when they receive services and their selection of a service provider. This enhancement of cur-
rent service provision is being supported by increased investment in home support services. In 
line with the commitment in A Programme for a Partnership Government   (2016) to increase 
funding for home-care annually, home support services received particular priority in Budget 
2018, with an additional €18.25m allocated bringing the total home support allocation for 2018 
to almost €417 million which includes funding for intensive home care packages. The HSE 
2018 National Service Plan provides for over 17 million home support hours to be delivered to 
50,500 people at any time and 235 Intensive Home Care Packages for people with more com-
plex needs delivering approximately 360,000 hours in the full year. A further 156,000 hours, 
relating to adverse weather funding, will be provided this year.

The Department of Health and the HSE are currently in the process of developing and agree-
ing the HSE’s National Service Plan 2019 which will set out in detail the type and quantum of 
services to be delivered in 2019 including in relation to home support services.  

In relation to the specific case referred to by the Deputy, as this is a service matter I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRAA06600Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRAA06700638. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied) in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital in Crumlin, Dublin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45304/18]

06/11/2018WRAA06800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRBB00200Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRBB00300639. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if all sufficient care nec-
essary will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45312/18]

06/11/2018WRBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): Under the 



6 November 2018

295

Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or ar-
range to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services.

Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the 
HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on 
any individual. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRBB00500Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRBB00600640. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect an appointment with a surgeon at University Hospital Galway. [45313/18]

06/11/2018WRBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual. 

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRBB00800Hospital Consultant Recruitment

06/11/2018WRBB00900641. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the status of the ap-
pointment of a consultant to a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45315/18]

06/11/2018WRBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRBB01100Medical Aids and Appliances Provision

06/11/2018WRBB01200642. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a wheelchair will be 
provided to a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45316/18]

06/11/2018WRBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRBB01400Services for People with Disabilities
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06/11/2018WRBB01500643. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a case (details supplied) will 
be reviewed; the reason funding was cut by the HSE; if his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that this activity is under threat due to lack of funding by the HSE; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45317/18]

06/11/2018WRBB01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRBB01700Care of the Elderly

06/11/2018WRBB01800644. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the national protocols in place 
in cases in which relatives of persons in residential care can be barred from visiting that resident 
or can have their visiting hours restricted; if there is an independent appeals process against 
such a decision; if not, if a process will be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45318/18]

06/11/2018WRBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under current legislation, visiting restric-
tions may be required on occasion for a variety of reasons, including safety concerns relating to 
infection control and/or to safeguard residents from risk of harm.  

The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) is the statutory independent regula-
tor for designated centres for older people and this responsibility is underpinned by a compre-
hensive quality framework comprising Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations 
and National Quality Standards.  These standards promote person-centred care, uphold the 
rights of people, respect privacy and dignity and protect people living in residential care from 
abuse and neglect. They provide the framework for HIQA to assess whether residential centres 
are providing high-quality, safe and effective services and can be registered as ‘designated cen-
tres’, in line with the requirements of the Health Act 2007. 

The regulatory requirements are prescriptive and there are a number of relevant statutory 
provisions in place in relation to visiting arrangements in various residential care settings. In re-
lation to older people’s settings for example, under Regulation 11 of the Health Act 2007 (Care 
and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for Older People) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 415 
of 2013), the registered provider shall make arrangements for a resident to receive visitors and 
the person in charge shall ensure that, in so far as is reasonably practicable, visits to a resident 
are not restricted, unless such a visit would, in the opinion of the person in charge, pose a risk 
to the resident concerned or to another resident, or the resident concerned has requested the 
restriction of visits. 

In relation to approved mental health centres, the provisions of the Mental Health Act 2001 
(Approved Centre) Regulations 2006 include a requirement that approved centres take all rea-
sonable steps to ensure the safety of residents and visitors and have written operational policies 
and procedures in relation to visits and the health and safety of residents, staff and visitors.

From a policy perspective, I have taken a number of steps to ensure the voice of patients 
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is embedded in the health service. I intend to appoint two patient advocates to the board of 
the Health Service Executive. Proposals for an independent Patient Safety Council are at an 
advanced stage and I expect to be in a position to bring proposals to Government very shortly.

I understand that the Deputy is raising this important issue in the context of a recent Prime 
Time programme which was broadcast on 25 October. The Health Service Executive has ad-
vised that each of the current instances where some level of a restriction is in place will be 
reviewed. I welcome that decision.

The aspects of the question which relate primarily to service matters and related operational 
protocols and appeals processes have been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 645 answered with Question No. 578.

06/11/2018WRBB02100Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRBB02200646. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45324/18]

06/11/2018WRBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRBB02400Mental Health Services Staff

06/11/2018WRBB02500647. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding staffing 
levels within a specialist team (details supplied) for homeless persons with severe mental health 
difficulties; if staffing levels are affecting new referrals; if so, his plans to provide adequate 
mental healthcare to persons with conditions such as acute psychosis; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45332/18]

06/11/2018WRBB02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRBB02700Hospital Charges

06/11/2018WRBB02800648. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if there is a mechanism to reim-
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burse a person (details supplied) for private treatment who was referred to Tullamore accident 
and emergency department with severe pain and subsequently had to seek private treatment due 
to ongoing pain and the long wait for treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45333/18]

06/11/2018WRBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): My officials have informed me that there is 
no scheme which enables people who have paid for private medical treatment in Ireland to seek 
reimbursement from my Department, the HSE or the NTPF.  If a person has private medical 
insurance they may be able to seek reimbursement from their private medical insurer. Similarly, 
they may be able to claim tax relief on certain unreimbursed medical expenses incurred. Details 
are available at their local tax office or on www.revenue.ie.

06/11/2018WRBB03000Health Products Regulatory Authority

06/11/2018WRBB03100649. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health his views on the proposal by the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority to increase its fees by 8% in 2019, further to an increase 
in fees in 2018, if his attention has been drawn to the rationale for these fee increases; his views 
on whether such an increase is justified against a backdrop of increased costs for pharmaceuti-
cal and other healthcare providers resulting from Brexit in 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45334/18]

06/11/2018WRBB03200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): While it is anticipated that the Health Prod-
ucts Regulatory Authority’s fees will increase in 2019, I have not yet given formal consider-
ation to any such increase.  

It should be noted that the Authority’s last significant fee increase was in 2010. In 2011 and 
2012, the HPRA reduced fees, and there were no fee increases between 2013 and 2017. Fees 
were increased by approximately 2% in 2018. 

The impact of new EU legislation continues to be felt across the organisation. For example, 
the Falsified Medicines Directive will commence in 2019, and the Clinical Trials Regulation is 
scheduled to be implemented in 2020. The regulatory model for medicines is becoming more 
complex, and EU pharmacovigilance legislation has led to an increase in the number of refer-
rals and regulatory actions arising from the outcome of these referrals. Public scrutiny and the 
role of the regulator in relation to medicines such as the HPV vaccine has increased, while 
compliance activity is also increasing.

Over the last several years, the HPRA has continued to enhance services to support the phar-
maceutical industry in Ireland. The development of an innovation office and an international 
platform has brought greater oversight and global co-operation to the benefit of all stakeholders 
and of public health. The development of the agency has ensured that the HPRA is well placed 
to negotiate the impact of Brexit and continual changes in the regulatory environment.

06/11/2018WRBB03300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

06/11/2018WRBB03400650. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health when a location (details supplied) 
in County Wexford will be made available for use by CAMHS service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45336/18]

06/11/2018WRBB03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
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possible.

06/11/2018WRBB03600Hospital Services

06/11/2018WRBB03700651. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the services that were provided 
by a person (details supplied) at St. Vincent’s University Hospital before their retirement; and 
the person that now carries out these procedures. [45339/18]

06/11/2018WRBB03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRBB03900Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WRBB04000652. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase funding 
by a sum of €600,000 to an organisation (details supplied) in order to allow the centre to operate 
52 weeks of the year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45341/18]

06/11/2018WRBB04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

The particular issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter for the HSE.  Accordingly I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRBB04200HSE Properties

06/11/2018WRBB04300653. Deputy Pat Casey asked the Minister for Health the plans of the HSE for the old 
health clinic and surrounding lands in Tinahely, County Wicklow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45374/18]

06/11/2018WRBB04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As the Health Service Executive is respon-
sible for the management of its property, I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in 
relation to this matter.

06/11/2018WRBB04500Legislative Process

06/11/2018WRBB04600654. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45376/18]

06/11/2018WRBB04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health (Regulation of Termination of 
Pregnancy) Bill 2018 was approved by Government on 27 September, published on 01 Octo-
ber. Second Stage of the Bill was concluded in the Dáil in October and Committee Stage will 
commence on  06 November. The key provisions of the Bill are the same as those of the draft 
General Scheme approved by Government and published on the Department’s website ahead of 



Questions - Written Answers

300

the Referendum, and of the updated Scheme made public in July.

A significant amount of collaborative work is ongoing with the HSE to prepare for the 
implementation of the expanded service for termination of pregnancy by January 2019 in the 
community and hospital setting throughout the country.

06/11/2018WRBB04800HSE Properties

06/11/2018WRBB04900655. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if an internal audit was carried out 
by HSE into the proposed sale of 14.2 acres of HSE land at Merlin Park Hospital to a hospice 
(details supplied). [45377/18]

06/11/2018WRBB05000656. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will release the outcome of 
the internal audit into the proposed sale of 14.2 acres of HSE land at Merlin Park Hospital to a 
hospice (details supplied). [45378/18]

06/11/2018WRBB05100657. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if a business case covering the 
proposed sale of the land at Merlin Park Hospital was recommended or demanded by the inter-
nal audit; and when the business case will be completed and released. [45379/18]

06/11/2018WRBB05200658. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if a new valuation of the land at 
Merlin Park Hospital was recommended or demanded by the internal audit; and when the new 
valuation will be released. [45380/18]

06/11/2018WRBB05300659. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health if the internal audit conducted by 
the HSE into the sale of the land at Merlin Park Hospital recommended or demanded that the 
proposed sale of land could not proceed unless the planning permission granted by Galway City 
Council was confirmed by An Bord Pleanála. [45381/18]

06/11/2018WRBB05400660. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Health the way in which interested par-
ties including voluntary organisations in County Galway would be enabled to make an indepen-
dent input into the proposed sale of the land at Merlin Park Hospital to the HSE officials that 
will make the final decision into the proposed sale. [45382/18]

06/11/2018WRBB05500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 655 to 660, 
inclusive, together.

As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the management of its healthcare estate, 
I have asked the HSE to respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

  Questions Nos. 661 to 664, inclusive, answered with Question No. 502.

06/11/2018WRCC00400Health Services

06/11/2018WRCC00500665. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health the persons that patients who 
have undergone bariatric surgery are referred to for further skin removal surgery. [45392/18]

06/11/2018WRCC00600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The question raised is a service matter and I 
have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRCC00700Hospital Services
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06/11/2018WRCC00800666. Deputy Gerry Adams asked the Minister for Health if excess skin removal following 
bariatric surgery is classified as a medical or a surgical procedure. [45393/18]

06/11/2018WRCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRCC01000Patient Safety

06/11/2018WRCC01100667. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with a group of 
persons as requested in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45403/18]

06/11/2018WRCC01200681. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the progress he has made to 
date in progressing the adult safeguarding legislation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45477/18]

06/11/2018WRCC01300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 667 and 
681 together.

I understand that the Deputy is raising this important issue in the context of a recent Prime 
Time programme which was broadcast on 25 October. The Health Service Executive has ad-
vised that each of the current instances where some level of a restriction is in place will be 
reviewed. I welcome that decision.

I can assure you that my Department will be in direct contact with the individual concerned 
in response to her correspondence, which raises a number of issues.

From a policy perspective, I have taken a number of steps to ensure the voice of patients 
is embedded in the health service. I intend to appoint two patient advocates to the board of 
the Health Service Executive. Proposals for an independent Patient Safety Council are at an 
advanced stage and I expect to be in a position to bring proposals to Government very shortly.

In December 2017, the Government approved the development of a national adult safe-
guarding policy for the health sector. The policy, when developed, will cover the public, volun-
tary and private health sector and will include proposals on collaboration, information-sharing 
and referral arrangements between the health sector and other key sectors, and will include 
appropriate underpinning legislation.

My Department submitted a detailed proposal to the Law Reform Commission requesting 
the inclusion of an examination of the law on adult safeguarding in its Fifth Programme of Law 
Reform.

Relevant stakeholders were recently invited to submit views on the themes to be covered 
when developing the health sector policy, to assist my Department in structuring the detailed 
policy drafting phase which will shortly commence, and will involve ongoing stakeholder con-
sultation. My officials are in the process of putting these structures in place, with a view to:

- commencing the detailed policy drafting process phase in December;

- circulating a draft policy for public consultation by the second half of 2019; 

- securing Government approval to detailed and costed policy proposals around the end of 
2019; and 
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- introducing draft legislation to underpin the approved policy thereafter.

Two further major policy initiatives in relation to adult safeguarding in the health sector are 
under way.  The completion by the HSE of a major review and revision of its national opera-
tional adult safeguarding policy is at an advanced stage and will be very important in inform-
ing my Department’s development of the national health sector policy and identifying possible 
policy or legislative gaps. 

Joint national standards on adult safeguarding for relevant health and social care centres, 
which are being developed by the Health Information and Quality Authority and the Mental 
Health Commission, are also at an advanced stage.

06/11/2018WRCC01400Health Services

06/11/2018WRCC01500668. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health the reason some multiple 
sclerosis patients are being asked to attend the accident and emergency unit in Cork University 
Hospital for an infusion of a drug (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45411/18]

06/11/2018WRCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRCC01700Medicinal Products Prices

06/11/2018WRCC01800669. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 238 of 18 October 2018, the members of the committee; the expected outputs of 
the committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45418/18]

06/11/2018WRCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRCC02000Medicinal Products Availability

06/11/2018WRCC02100670. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health if his officials are ex-
amining the new Scottish model of reviewing orphan drugs through the patient and clinician 
engagement model; if he will bring forward changes to the way in which the health technology 
assessment, HTA, process reviews orphan drugs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45419/18]

06/11/2018WRCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRCC02300Long-Term Illness Scheme Eligibility

06/11/2018WRCC02400671. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason Lyme disease is not 
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included in the long-term illness scheme; the criteria for adding same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45439/18]

06/11/2018WRCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The LTI Scheme was established under Sec-
tion 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute 
leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibro-
sis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; Parkinson-
ism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions aris-
ing from the use of Thalidomide. Under the LTI Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and 
medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge. 

 There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the Scheme.

06/11/2018WRCC02600Disease Incidence

06/11/2018WRCC02700672. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve diagnostic 
screening and testing for Lyme disease here and to monitor and record data on all cases of Lyme 
disease and not just the more extreme form, that is, neuroborreliosis.  [45440/18]

06/11/2018WRCC02800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
of the Health Service Executive is responsible for the surveillance of notifiable infectious dis-
eases such as Lyme disease.  As the question relates to a service matter, I have referred this PQ 
to the HSE for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRCC02900Treatment Abroad Scheme

06/11/2018WRCC03000673. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who have 
applied for and been approved funding treatment for Lyme disease under the directive on pa-
tients’ rights in cross-Border healthcare scheme or the treatment abroad scheme.  [45441/18]

06/11/2018WRCC03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Directive to respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 674 answered with Question No. 510.

06/11/2018WRCC03300Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRCC03400675. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the details of engagements, 
meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his Department has had with a per-
son (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45460/18]

06/11/2018WRCC03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Each current Minister of State in my Depart-
ment has confirmed that they have had no engagements, meetings or correspondence with the 
Chairman of the company in question.

06/11/2018WRCC03600Medicinal Products Reimbursement

06/11/2018WRCC03700676. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when a review will take place to 
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determine the next steps for reimbursement of the FreeStyle Libre glucose monitoring system; 
when he expects the review to be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45467/18]

06/11/2018WRCC03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRCC03900Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRCC04000677. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45470/18]

06/11/2018WRCC04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRCC04200Hospitals Data

06/11/2018WRCC04300678. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of surgeries carried out 
on intersex infants in each of the years 2014, 2015 and 2016 in all hospitals to align the infant’s 
genitals with chromosomal sex. [45471/18]

06/11/2018WRCC04400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRCC04500Health Services Data

06/11/2018WRCC04600679. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals of intersex 
infants for surgery abroad to align the infant’s genitals with chromosomal sex made by clini-
cians in each of the years 2014, 2015 and 2016. [45472/18]

06/11/2018WRCC04700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRCC04800Data Protection

06/11/2018WRCC04900680. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health his policy on third-party access 
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to patient data in the context of medical billing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45476/18]

06/11/2018WRCC05000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am of the view that all processing of pa-
tient data, including disclosure of and access to, must be necessary and proportionate and fully 
in compliance with the provisions of GDPR, the Data Protection Act 2018 and any health 
related Regulations made under that Act.  Under GDPR, transparency is now a core principle 
and health services providers should ensure that they have arrangements in place to meet that 
principle so that patients are aware of who may have access to their information and why, es-
pecially any third party access. That includes for billing purposes.  My Department is currently 
finalising Regulations under section 36 of the Data Protection Act aimed at introducing further 
suitable and specific safeguards for the processing of personal data by health services providers. 

My Department is also working on a new patient centred Health Information Policy and I 
plan to publish the results of the public consultation on the policy framework in the next couple 
of months.

Question No. 681 answered with Question No. 667.

06/11/2018WRCC05200Medical Card Applications

06/11/2018WRCC05300682. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if an application for a medi-
cal card by a person (details supplied) will be examined. [45487/18]

06/11/2018WRCC05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRCC05500Health Services Staff Data

06/11/2018WRCC05600683. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant posts 
for paediatric physiotherapists in County Laois; the length of time these posts have been vacant; 
and when they will be filled. [45488/18]

06/11/2018WRCC05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

06/11/2018WRCC05800Diabetes Strategy

06/11/2018WRCC05900684. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to a recent survey regarding whether funding for extra community-based podiatrists in 
County Kildare to support the diabetes community will be made available in the context of bud-
get 2019; if his attention has been further drawn to the year-on-year increase in the number of 
persons with diabetes who underwent a lower-limb amputation in 2017 in County Kildare; his 
plans to address this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45489/18]

06/11/2018WRCC06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRCC06100Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRCC06200685. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45492/18]

06/11/2018WRCC06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 686 answered with Question No. 522.

06/11/2018WRDD00200Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WRDD00300687. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1468 of 24 July 2018, if he will follow-up in relation to an inquiry regarding 
TACT (details supplied) and other matters relating to the child; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45505/18]

06/11/2018WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRDD00500Medicinal Products Availability

06/11/2018WRDD00600688. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 179 of 27 June 2018, the status of the HSE’s investigations on the provision of a 
drug (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45507/18]

06/11/2018WRDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on medicine 
reimbursement. As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory function in relation to the 
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reimbursement of medicines. 

In line with the 2013 Act, if a company would like a product to be reimbursed in the com-
munity drug schemes, it must apply to the HSE to have the product added to the reimbursement 
list.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, including the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeco-
nomics (NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and 
makes recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision 
framework to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because of 
the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these commit-
ments may be multi-million euro investments on an ongoing basis. This can lead to a protracted 
deliberation process.

The NCPE completed an HTA on 29 August 2018 for ocrelizumab for the treatment of 
relapsing forms of multiple sclerosis. It recommended that ocrelizumab not be considered for 
reimbursement unless cost-effectiveness can be improved relative to existing treatments. 

On 4 October 2018, the NCPE completed its assessment of ocrelizumab for the treatment 
of early primary progressive multiple sclerosis. It did not recommend reimbursement for this 
indication.  

The HSE has advised that it is in discussion with the applicant in relation to the reimburse-
ment of ocrelizumab. Any decision it makes on reimbursement will be taken in the context of 
expert advice received and the statutory criteria set out in the 2013 Act.

06/11/2018WRDD00800Medical Card Drugs Availability

06/11/2018WRDD00900689. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has had the medication prescribed for them by a general practitioner and consultant 
restricted in quantity by the HSE and-or medical card managers; if the medical direction being 
followed by the person outweighs the view and direction of others not medically qualified; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45517/18]

06/11/2018WRDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRDD01100Nursing Staff Recruitment

06/11/2018WRDD01200690. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if it is planned to replace the 
specialist bariatric nurse that retired from Galway University Hospital in June 2018; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45519/18]

06/11/2018WRDD01300691. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when it is planned to appoint 
a senior dietician and a clinical psychologist to the bariatric unit in GUH in line with the rec-
ommendations of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45520/18]
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06/11/2018WRDD01400692. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when it is planned to develop a 
new bariatric unit on the site of unit 4 in Merlin Park as agreed by the hospital board in 2013; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45521/18]

06/11/2018WRDD01500693. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the steps he plans to take to 
deal with the consistent deprioritisation of patients that need urgent bariatric surgery leading 
to specialist surgeons not having access to theatre for these operations thus leading to negative 
outcomes for patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45522/18]

06/11/2018WRDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 690 to 693, 
inclusive, together.

The query raised is a service matter and I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the 
Deputy.

06/11/2018WRDD02000Paediatric Services

06/11/2018WRDD02100694. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for an appointment to see a paediatric physiotherapist in County Laois; the length of time 
they have been waiting; and the number of children waiting zero to three months, three to six 
months, six to nine months, nine to 12 months and longer than 12 and 24 months, respectively 
in tabular form.  [45525/18]

06/11/2018WRDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this question relates to service matters, I 
have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct 
reply.

06/11/2018WRDD02300HIQA Reports

06/11/2018WRDD02400695. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the corrective measures and 
remedial actions being taken in response to recent inspection report findings by the Health 
Information and Quality Authority at Letterkenny University Hospital which found repeated 
incidents of poor governance and on-site leadership in the area of medication safety and risk 
management; the improvements made in relation to on-site governance arrangements to ensure 
the quality and safety of services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45527/18]

06/11/2018WRDD02500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to reply to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRDD02600Voluntary Sector Funding

06/11/2018WRDD02700696. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the statutory funding or grant aid 
available to voluntary food banks and soup kitchens; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45529/18]

06/11/2018WRDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): The Depart-
ment of Health and the Health Service Executive (HSE) are responsible for addressing the 
health and social care needs of the population.  

The HSE provides funding to voluntary organisations to provide health and social care 
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services via Service Level Agreements. These agreements do not include the provision of food-
banks and/or soup kitchens. 

Funding for food banks is provided by the Department of Social Protection through the 
FEED programme.

06/11/2018WRDD02900Hospital Waiting Lists Data

06/11/2018WRDD03000697. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the wait time for outpatient ap-
pointments at Mayo University Hospital and Galway University Hospital in each of the years 
2010 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45531/18]

06/11/2018WRDD03100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the question raised by the 
Deputy, the attached table contains the Outpatient waiting list figures for December 2012-2017 
respectively and for September 2018. The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) has ad-
vised that it only started collecting accurate Outpatient data towards the end of 2012 and there-
fore, do not have any data in respect of 2010 and 2011.

Outpatient Waiting List Figures

- 0-3 months 3-6 months 6-9 months 9-12 
months

12-15 
months

15-18 
months

18+ 
months

Total

Galway 
University 
Hospital 
21/12/2012 11,537 5,688 4,215 3,210 3,156 2,686 14,231 44,723
31/12/2013 11,039 5,783 4,698 2,428 502 399 639 25,488
31/12/2014 12,096 6,222 4,486 4,094 2,334 1,630 3,146 34,008
31/12/2015 12,263 5,748 4,430 3,412 1,923 626 867 29,269
31/12/2016 12,277 6,912 5,095 3,754 2,666 1,668 2,435 34,807
31/12/2017 12,469 6,723 5,074 4,014 2,897 2,372 4,855 38,404
30/09/2018 13,151 7,243 4,493 3,805 2,849 2,290 5,772 39,603
-
Mayo 
General 
Hospital
21/12/2012 2,734 1,351 1,051 861 512 514 2,163 9,186
31/12/2013 2,704 1,024 684 271 125 58 217 5,083
31/12/2014 2,657 836 691 473 352 267 458 5,734
31/12/2015 2,612 797 586 543 432 113 198 5,281
31/12/2016 2,671 1,108 726 614 471 354 977 6,921
31/12/2017 2,708 1,091 710 645 628 569 2,170 8,521
30/09/2018 2,459 1,352 785 522 461 363 2,354 8,296

06/11/2018WRDD03200Hospital Waiting Lists Data

06/11/2018WRDD03300698. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for diagnosis of 
endometriosis here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45532/18]

06/11/2018WRDD03400701. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the wait time for surgery 
once a patient is diagnosed with endometriosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45535/18]
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06/11/2018WRDD03500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 698 and 
701 together.

Reducing waiting times for hospital appointments and procedures is a priority for the Gov-
ernment. 

The HSE in accordance with the advice of the National Women and Infants Health Pro-
gramme has confirmed that endometriosis is the medical term given following medical testing/
diagnosis. The HSE can only provide figures and wait time for specific procedures and/or spe-
cialties and not for medical diagnosis. 

The HSE further advises that it can only provide waiting times for specific surgical proce-
dures that are used not only in the treatment of endometriosis but within the wider gynaecology 
specialty.

06/11/2018WRDD03600Health Services Staff Training

06/11/2018WRDD03700699. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health his plans to supply funding for 
the training of endometriosis excision specialists here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45533/18]

06/11/2018WRDD03800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/11/2018WRDD03900Health Services Data

06/11/2018WRDD04000700. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Health the number of women here 
diagnosed with endometriosis by county and the stages of the disease; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45534/18]

06/11/2018WRDD04100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I have asked the Health Service Executive 
to respond to the Deputy directly.

Question No. 701 answered with Question No. 698.

06/11/2018WRDD04300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRDD04400702. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is not being provided with a Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, CAMHS, 
mental health assessment despite one having been requested by their parents.  [45541/18]

06/11/2018WRDD04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRDD04600General Practitioner Services

06/11/2018WRDD04700703. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health if a full medical card covers 
the cost of a blood test at a general practitioners in which the general practitioner has agreed 
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and signed a patient’s medical card application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45544/18]

06/11/2018WRDD04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the current GMS con-
tract, GPs are required to provide eligible patients with  ‘’all proper and necessary treatment of 
a kind usually undertaken by a general practitioner and not requiring special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners cannot reasonably be expected to possess.”  
There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or GP 
visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are re-
quired to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition.

The HSE has advised GPs that where a blood test forms part of the investigation or neces-
sary treatment of a patient’s symptoms or conditions, this should be free of charge for patients 
who hold a medical card or GP visit card. Notwithstanding this, I am aware that some GPs are 
charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services in some circumstances. 

This is a matter of concern for me as it has long been the position, under successive Gov-
ernments, that no user charges should apply to GP services provided to GMS and GP visit card 
patients. If a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes he or she has been incor-
rectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then that patient should report 
the matter to their HSE Local Health Office.

If the patient in question has applied for, but not yet been approved, for a medical card, then 
he/she would not be entitled to receive services under the medical card scheme until such time 
as the application has been processed and approved by the HSE.

06/11/2018WRDD04900Mental Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRDD05000704. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that due to staff shortages the ACCESS programme for mental health care for persons 
in homelessness at Conyngham Road, Dublin 8 has closed to new referrals; the rationale for 
same; his plans to resolve the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45547/18]

06/11/2018WRDD05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRDD05200Mental Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRDD05300705. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the alternative care being offered 
to homeless persons with mental health care needs following the closure of the ACCESS pro-
gramme at Conyngham Road, Dublin 8 to new referrals; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [45548/18]

06/11/2018WRDD05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRDD05500Mental Health Services Staff
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06/11/2018WRDD05600706. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the full complement of staff re-
quired to operate the ACCESS programme for mental health care for persons in homelessness 
at Conyngham Road, Dublin 8; the number of vacant roles; the length of time each has been 
vacant, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45549/18]

06/11/2018WRDD05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WRDD05800Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRDD05900707. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an application for assessment 
under the community ophthalmic services scheme by a person (details supplied) will be reas-
sessed with a view to granting an assessment in this case; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45555/18]

06/11/2018WRDD06000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter it has been re-
ferred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRDD06100Health Services Provision

06/11/2018WRDD06200708. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an assessment 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45566/18]

06/11/2018WRDD06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRDD06400Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRDD06500709. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an operation 
for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45567/18]

06/11/2018WRDD06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRDD06700Hospital Appointments Status

06/11/2018WRDD06800710. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45568/18]

06/11/2018WRDD06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its be-
half, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy, a standardised approach to managing sched-
uled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures, since January 2014, has 
been developed to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed 
national minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for sched-
uled care. This policy, which has been adopted by the HSE, sets out the processes that hospitals 
are to implement to manage waiting lists.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WREE00200Ambulance Service Provision

06/11/2018WREE00300711. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
provision of ambulance cover in south County Leitrim; the reason the ambulance base has been 
moved outside of the county to Boyle, County Roscommon; when the service will return to 
south County Leitrim; if his attention has been drawn to the delays being experienced in south 
County Leitrim at present when seeking an ambulance; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45569/18]

06/11/2018WREE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/11/2018WREE00500EU Directives

06/11/2018WREE00600712. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45586/18]

06/11/2018WREE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The designation of referrers and practitio-
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ners for the purposes of the medical provisions of the Basic Safety Standards Directive (BSSD) 
is under consideration by my Department.

Question No. 713 answered with Question No. 613.

06/11/2018WREE00900Cannabis for Medicinal Use

06/11/2018WREE01000714. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45594/18]

06/11/2018WREE01100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under current legislation - the Misuse of 
Drugs Acts 1977-2016, and the Regulations made thereunder- it is an offence to cultivate, im-
port, export, produce, supply and possess cannabis except in accordance with a Ministerial 
licence. A related piece of Irish legislation, the Misuse of Drugs (Designation) Order 2017 (S.I. 
No. 174 of 2017), limits the purposes for which such licences for cannabis can be issued, for 
example for forensic analysis or research - including research involving the cultivation of can-
nabis for use in approved clinical trials.  An application procedure for licences for cultivation 
of cannabis is currently being developed. The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) is 
tasked with the establishment and administration of this licensing system, including reviewing 
applications. This is not yet operational.

Anyone wishing to obtain specific guidance on the regulatory requirements for medical 
cannabis cultivation are advised to contact the HPRA directly. The HPRA’s contact details are: 
telephone number: +353-1-6764971; fax number: +353-1-6767836; e-mail: info@hpra.ie.

06/11/2018WREE01200Industrial Disputes

06/11/2018WREE01300715. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the balloting of members of a union (details supplied) for industrial action in counties Cork and 
Kerry in view of the failure of the HSE to implement the revised contracts within the agreed 
timeframes; his views on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45597/18]

06/11/2018WREE01400716. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to pre-
vent possible industrial action in respect of revised home care contracts in counties Cork and 
Kerry by members of a union (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45599/18]

06/11/2018WREE01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 715 and 
716 together.

My Department is aware of the ongoing conciliation between the HSE and the relevant trade 
unions in relation to the implementation of revised contracts for HSE employees in the Home 
help service.  I understand that significant progress has been made but that recently delays have 
occurred in relation to specific issues, such as the implementation of the working time legisla-
tion.  I understand that on 1 November 2018, the HSE and the relevant trade unions reached an 
agreement which should result in the lifting of any proposed industrial action.

06/11/2018WREE01700Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

06/11/2018WREE01800717. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be made 
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available to a group (details supplied); if his attention has been drawn to the concerns of the 
group in respect of funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45603/18]

06/11/2018WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Catherine Byrne): Over €27.85m 
has been allocated to Task Forces by the HSE and the Department of Health for community-
based drugs initiatives this year. This included an additional €540,000 in one off funding to the 
Task Forces to support implementation of the national drugs strategy. In addition, Task Forces 
are being consulted by the HSE on the provision of €710,000 in one off funding for priority 
projects and services in CHO areas.

It is expected that Drug and Alcohol Task Forces will be notified of their 2019 funding al-
locations as soon as the HSE National Service Plan for 2019 has been submitted and approved 
by the Minister for Health.  

Implementing the health-led national drugs strategy continues to be a Government priority. 
Within the increased envelope of resources available in Budget 2019 for health services, my 
intention is to prioritise funding for community drug and alcohol projects in Task Force areas 
of greatest need, additional drug and alcohol midwives working with vulnerable mothers-to-be 
and enhanced treatment services to address existing and emerging needs. 

06/11/2018WREE02000Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WREE02100718. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45605/18]

06/11/2018WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WREE02300Home Care Packages Provision

06/11/2018WREE02400719. Deputy Eugene Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be provided with home care hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45663/18]

06/11/2018WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as 
possible.

06/11/2018WREE02600Hospitals Data

06/11/2018WREE02700720. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health if staff raised concerns regarding the 
clinical performance of a person (details supplied) with a manager, clinical director or senior 
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clinical staff in University Hospital Limerick prior to April 2018. [45664/18]

06/11/2018WREE02800721. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of emergency transfu-
sions performed during the past three years on patients under the care of a person (details sup-
plied); and the number that had incident forms which were submitted over the same period. 
[45665/18]

06/11/2018WREE02900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 720 and 
721 together.

I am advised that following an adverse outcome for a patient, an external review is under-
way at UL Hospitals Group.  In these circumstances, the Deputy will appreciate that I am not in 
a position to make any comment  at this stage.

06/11/2018WREE03100Hospitals Data

06/11/2018WREE03200722. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of clinical risk forms 
in relation to University Hospital Limerick submitted on Q Pulse. [45666/18]

06/11/2018WREE03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service issue, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly. 

06/11/2018WREE03400Home Care Packages Provision

06/11/2018WREE03500723. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive a hospital bed for home care needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45680/18]

06/11/2018WREE03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): As this is a service 
matter it has been referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WREE03700Nursing Homes Support Scheme Administration

06/11/2018WREE03800724. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if there have been chang-
es to the fair deal assessment; his plans to reform the fair deal scheme, including the rule relat-
ing to the family farm, that is, cap the contribution from the farm at 22.5% similar to that for the 
family home rules relating to the family farm; when they are expected to be implemented; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45681/18]

06/11/2018WREE03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Jim Daly): The proposed policy 
change to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), to cap contributions from farm assets 
at 3 years where a family successor commits to working the productive asset, has been ap-
proved by Government. My Department is working on the development of draft Heads of Bill 
while considering a number of ancillary policy and operational matters which may need to be 
addressed in the proposed legislation. 

It is intended that this proposed policy change, the 3 year cap, will be extended to eligible 
existing participants in long term residential care so that they are not disadvantaged, but that 
there would be no retrospective recoupment of contributions for those who have paid contribu-
tions over and above the 3 year period. I expect to bring Heads of Bill to Government in the 
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next session before this year end and that the changes will come into effect in 2019 subject to 
the legislative process.

06/11/2018WREE04000HSE National Service Plan

06/11/2018WREE04100725. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when the HSE service 
plan will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45682/18]

06/11/2018WREE04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As provided for under legislation (Health 
Act 2004 as amended), my Department must write to the Health Service Executive to notify it 
of its allocation for 2019 not later than 21 days after the publication by the Government of the 
Estimates for Public Services. The legislation further provides that, on receipt of the letter of 
determination, the Executive has 21 days to prepare and submit its Service Plan for 2019 for my 
approval. The Health Act allows me to extend the period provided to the HSE to prepare, adopt 
and submit its Service Plan, if required. The letter of determination issued from my Department 
on 17 October, 2018 and the HSE are currently in the process of preparing the 2019 National 
Service Plan.  

Following the submission of the draft National Service Plan, the legislation provides 21 
days for me to examine the proposed plan and where necessary to seek amendment to, or ap-
prove, the plan.  The National Service Plan must be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
within 21 days of its approval. Once the Service Plan is laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas 
the HSE will ensure it is published at the earliest possible time.

06/11/2018WREE04300Child Abuse

06/11/2018WREE04400726. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Health the practice guidelines or policy 
document used by staff at an organisation (details supplied) to guide the conduct of assessments 
of allegations of child sexual abuse.  [45691/18]

06/11/2018WREE04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WREE04600Nursing Staff Recruitment

06/11/2018WREE04700727. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the action he will take to 
reduce the dependency on agency nurses in the health sector and the increased costs for same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45701/18]

06/11/2018WREE04800730. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his views on the impact 
on nursing recruitment of a 20% pay gap between HSE staff and their equivalents in agency 
employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45704/18]

06/11/2018WREE04900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 727 and 
730 together.

In a health service which is delivered on a 24/7 basis, there will always be a need for some 
element of agency staff. This may be to cope with increased unanticipated surges in demand on 
services or unplanned staff absences due to illness.
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The HSE are continually working to reduce the level of agency but I acknowledge that more 
could be done in that regard.  Recruitment and retention measures implemented by the HSE 
include offering student nurses and midwives permanent contracts as they graduate. The Bring 
Them Home initiative means that a nurse returning from abroad could receive up to €3,000 if 
they remain for a year.  Educational opportunities and career path for existing staff have also 
improved.  Ideally, I would like to see agency nurses choosing to become permanent members 
of staff. However, quite often when HSE management have approached agency nursing staff, 
the offer is declined.  It may be that agency nurses prefer the flexibility of agency work and not 
being tied to one single employer.  

I must take this opportunity to strongly refute this claim of a 20% ‘pay gap’ between agency 
nurses and their HSE nursing colleagues.  I understand that the HSE completed a tender process 
for the supply of agency nurses and there are a number of qualified companies in place which 
supply nurses to the HSE.  The rate of pay paid to a nurse through these qualified companies is 
the same as the directly employed HSE staff.  Any additional cost is attributed to the fee paid 
to the employment agency and VAT. I understand, however, that in the unlikely event of these 
qualified companies being unable to provide a nurse, employment agencies who are outside of 
this contract can be engaged and increased costs on pay can accrue. However, this is in excep-
tional circumstances only and to describe this as a 20% pay gap is very misleading.  

06/11/2018WREE05000HSE Agency Staff Expenditure

06/11/2018WREE05100728. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the amount spent to date 
in 2018 on agency nurses in the health sector; and the equivalent figures for 2015, 2016 and 
2017. [45702/18]

06/11/2018WREE05200729. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the projected full-year 
expenditure on agency nurses in 2018; and the outturn for same in 2015, 2016 and 2017. 
[45703/18]

06/11/2018WREE05300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 728 and 
729 together.

I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.

Question No. 730 answered with Question No. 727.

06/11/2018WREE05600Hospital Services

06/11/2018WREE05700731. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if there is a recall of cochlear 
implants at University Hospital Waterford; the nature of the recall; the number of persons af-
fected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45736/18]

06/11/2018WREE05800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WREE05900Medicinal Products Reimbursement

06/11/2018WREE06000732. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be 
made to add the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring system to the reimbursement list; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [45745/18]

06/11/2018WREE06100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WREE06200Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

06/11/2018WREE06300733. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health if access under the long-term 
illness scheme will be expanded to include all persons with type 1 diabetes on that scheme for 
a monitoring system and associated devices (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45746/18]

06/11/2018WREE06400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WREE06500Long-Term Illness Scheme Coverage

06/11/2018WREE06600734. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Health the reason the FreeStyle Li-
bre device for type 1 diabetes patients is not covered on the list of eligible items for the medical 
card or long-term illness scheme; if his attention has been drawn to the impact of this system 
on type 2 diabetes patients, particularly children; if he will include this in items covered by 
the medical card and long-term illness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45747/18]

06/11/2018WREE06700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRFF00200Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WRFF00300735. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the reason a centre (de-
tails supplied) has not received the additional funding of €150,000 which was granted to it in 
2016 by the HSE. [45755/18]

06/11/2018WRFF00400736. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when a centre (details 
supplied) will receive the additional funding promised in 2016 which has now accumulated to 
€428,625.83; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45756/18]

06/11/2018WRFF00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 735 and 736 together.

The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabili-
ties which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in ac-
cessing the services they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet 
their needs and plan their lives. This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership 
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Government, which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRFF00700Health Reports

06/11/2018WRFF00800737. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the report for a model 
of care for lymphoedema and lipoedema services; if a plan is in place with regard to the treat-
ment of persons suffering from lymphoedema; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45760/18]

06/11/2018WRFF00900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I am advised that the report of the Working 
Group on a Model of Care for Lymphoedema and Lipoedema Treatment in Ireland is under 
consideration by the HSE. 

The recommendations arising from the report will be considered by my Department once 
they become available, with a view to progressing implementation by the HSE.

06/11/2018WRFF01000Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WRFF01100738. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the status of a service (de-
tails supplied); if additional funding will be allocated to the service to enable it to continue its 
service in County Sligo from its location in the county; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45766/18]

06/11/2018WRFF01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRFF01300Medical Card Applications

06/11/2018WRFF01400739. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical 
card application by a person (details supplied) has not been processed under EU regulations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45777/18]

06/11/2018WRFF01500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  

06/11/2018WRFF01600Medical Card Eligibility
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06/11/2018WRFF01700740. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health his plans to alter the medical card 
eligibility for persons (details supplied) due to the large increase in those taking part; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45783/18]

06/11/2018WRFF01800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Medical Card assessment pro-
cess apprenticeships are not among the schemes where persons may retain their eligibility for 
a medical card while participating on certain Government employment or education schemes.  
There are no plans at present to change this position.

All persons on apprenticeships schemes are, however, encouraged to apply to the HSE for a 
Medical Card Assessment in their own right to determine if their weekly assessed earnings are 
less than the Medical Card threshold for a single person living with a family.

06/11/2018WRFF01900Hospital Facilities

06/11/2018WRFF02000741. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 207 of 5 July 2018, the status of the planned rehabilitation unit at Roscommon University 
Hospital; the progress which has occurred in the past three months; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45796/18]

06/11/2018WRFF02100Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In relation to the particular query raised, as 
this is a service matter, I have asked the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly.

06/11/2018WRFF02200Health Services Staff Remuneration

06/11/2018WRFF02300742. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when community pharmacists will 
be provided with a pathway out of FEMPI; when negotiations will commence with the contrac-
tors involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [45802/18]

06/11/2018WRFF02400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I acknowledge the contribution made by 
pharmacists and other health professionals who provide services under contract on behalf of the 
HSE in addressing the unprecedented economic crisis which the State faced over recent years. 

The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 has put the setting and varying of payments 
for contractors on a non-emergency statutory basis, which will enable the determination of pay-
ments to contractors based on a range of considerations, including affordability and value for 
money.

My Department intends to consult with contractor representative bodies on putting in place 
a new multi-annual approach to payments, in return for service improvement and contractual 
reform and in line with Government priorities for the health service. This approach is also in-
tended to deliver a phased exit pathway from FEMPI for contractors and this will form part of 
the proposed consultation. 

My Department has commenced work to determine the preferred approach to engagement 
with contractor representative bodies in this matter.

06/11/2018WRFF02500Community Pharmacy Services

06/11/2018WRFF02600743. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health the reason cuts to the wholesale 
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margin of products sold by pharmacists have not been considered as income in reviews con-
ducted by his Department into the operation of FEMPI (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [45803/18]

06/11/2018WRFF02700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The 1996 Memorandum of Agreement be-
tween the Minister for Health and the Irish Pharmacy Union sets out the arrangements under 
which community pharmacy services are provided to public patients. The Agreement itself does 
not specify fees or mark-ups, other than “in accordance with such rates as may be approved or 
directed by the Minister from time to time after consultation with the Pharmaceutical Contrac-
tors Committee [of the IPU]”. 

Section 9 of the 2009 Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, as amended 
by the 2015 Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act, provides that, despite 
existing enactments or contractual or other arrangements, the Minister for Health may, by regu-
lation made with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, vary payments 
to health professionals for services provided to or on behalf of a health body. 

Section 9(13) of the 2009 Act requires me, as Minister for Health, to carry out an annual 
review of the amounts and rates set by regulation for contracted health professionals. As Min-
ister, I must consider the appropriateness of the amounts and rates, in line with criteria set out 
in section 9. 

The most recent review, carried out in June 2018, noted a 14% increase in the number of 
pharmacy contracts between 2008 and 2017 and a 13% increase in the number of items dis-
pensed through the community drug schemes in the same period. I concluded that the current 
rates for pharmacy services are appropriate. 

I consider that changes in contractor payments should be linked to Government priorities 
for the health service and service expansion or contractual developments and based on available 
resources.

06/11/2018WRFF02800Community Pharmacy Services

06/11/2018WRFF02900744. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when the role of community phar-
macists will be expanded in line with the commitment contained in A Programme for Partner-
ship Government; the reason this has not been included in the Sláintecare implementation plan; 
the way in which the role will be expanded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45804/18]

06/11/2018WRFF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for Partnership Govern-
ment is committed to expanding the role of community pharmacy where this can provide better 
outcomes for public patients. However, any expansion of services should address unmet public 
health needs, improve access to existing public health services delivered elsewhere or provide 
better value for money or patient outcomes if delivered through pharmacy.

Vaccination and emergency contraception services are already available in pharmacies. 
Other services, including in the areas of medicines management and treatment of minor ail-
ments, will be considered in the context of available resources, the potential for health gain and 
Government priorities for the health service.

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy sets out a vision where the vast majority of health-
care services will be available in the community, in the home or close to home.
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One of the areas that the Strategy identifies for achieving this vision is the organisation and 
operation of community-based services based on population need and size, in line with the 
overall citizen care master plan and new models of care. This will require examining new or 
enhanced service delivery models for current community-based services by health profession-
als, with appropriate supports for new services to be delivered in community, rather than acute 
care, settings.

The Strategy is clear that all staff and contractors, including health professionals such as 
pharmacists, have a role to play in the implementation of reform. 

06/11/2018WRFF03100Minor Ailments Scheme

06/11/2018WRFF03200745. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be taken on 
the nationwide roll-out of a minor ailment scheme following the successful pilot in 2016; when 
he will publish the HSE report that has already been submitted to his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [45805/18]

06/11/2018WRFF03300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In 2016 the HSE ran a three month feasibil-
ity study, across four centres, on a pharmacy-delivered minor ailment service in an Irish health-
care context.

While the study successfully tested operational and administrative procedures, the patient 
take-up was small (121 consultations) and no meaningful clinical or outcome data emerged. If 
this is to be progressed, more extensive trialling, with defined outcome measurement, would 
be required in order to assess whether a publicly funded minor ailments service represents an 
effective health intervention for medical card patients.

The report has been submitted to my department and is being examined by my officials.

Any expansion of services should address unmet public health needs, improve access to 
existing public health services delivered elsewhere or provide better value for money or patient 
outcomes if delivered through pharmacy. Expansion of publicly funded pharmacy services will 
be considered in the context of available resources, the potential for health gain and Govern-
ment priorities for the health service.

06/11/2018WRFF03400Medicinal Products Regulation

06/11/2018WRFF03500746. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if pharmacies will be permitted to 
dispense oral contraception without prescription under plans for free contraception being con-
sidered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45806/18]

06/11/2018WRFF03600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): Following the publication of the report of 
the Joint Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution, I established a group, under 
the chairmanship of the Chief Medical Officer, to consider the issues raised in the report’s an-
cillary recommendations. The Government has approved my proposal to progress the ancillary 
recommendations.

Work is ongoing on planning for the implementation of the ancillary recommendations. 
This includes exploring issues associated with enhancing access to contraception, with a view 
to developing evidence-based policy in this area.
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06/11/2018WRFF03700Vaccination Programme

06/11/2018WRFF03800747. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Health if, following the successful roll-out 
of flu vaccines in pharmacies, consideration is being given to the expansion of pharmacy-based 
vaccination services; the reason the essential pneumococcal vaccine is not yet reimbursed in 
pharmacies for public patients as the flu vaccine is; the timeframe for a decision in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45807/18]

06/11/2018WRFF03900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Programme for a Partnership Govern-
ment has a commitment to expand the role of community pharmacies in managing the health 
of public patients. Any service expansion should address unmet public health needs, improve 
access to existing public health services or provide better value for money or patient outcomes 
if delivered through pharmacies, and such decisions should be evidence based. 

Among the areas under consideration is the expansion of pharmacy-provided vaccination 
for public patients, in order to make such treatment as accessible as possible. 

The seasonal influenza vaccine is recommended for the following at risk groups:

- persons who are 65 years of age and over;

- pregnant women;

- persons have a long-term health condition;

- persons who work in healthcare;

- carers;

- persons living in a nursing home or other long-term care facility; and

- persons in regular contact with pigs, poultry or water fowl.

Currently, influenza vaccinations are available in pharmacies for medical card and at-risk 
patients, as well as privately. 

Pharmacies also provide pneumococcal and shingles vaccinations on a private basis.

06/11/2018WRFF04000National Treatment Purchase Fund Data

06/11/2018WRFF04100748. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the number of persons dealt with 
in respect of hip operations under the National Treatment Purchase Fund in 2016, 2017 and to 
date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45815/18]

06/11/2018WRFF04200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): With regard to the matter raised, officials of 
my Department are collating the data requested and will provide it directly to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRFF04300Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRFF04400749. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Health if he has had formal engage-
ments with his EU counterparts over the past six months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45837/18]
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06/11/2018WRFF04500Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): I engage regularly with my EU counterparts 
at the EPSCO (Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs) Council meeting of 
Health Ministers, as well as through bilateral meetings in capitals and on the margins of Council 
meetings.   

I attended the EPSCO (Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs) Council 
meeting of Health Ministers in Luxembourg on 22 June 2018. I met with the Health Ministers 
of Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands, and the Director General of the Austrian Health 
Ministry on the margins of the Council Meeting to formally sign Ireland up to the BeNeLuxA 
Initiative on Pharmaceutical Policy Agreement (Letter of Intent). I also met UK Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State for Health, Lord O’Shaughnessy, to discuss Brexit and a range of 
health issues.

I met the German Federal Health Minister, Jens Spahn, when he visited Ireland on 3 August. 
We discussed among other matters Brexit and health issues. 

Minister Catherine Byrne attended the Health Informal meeting of Ministers in Vienna on 
10-11 September 2018. She met with Lord O’Shaughnessy, UK Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of State for Health, to discuss Brexit and a range of health issues.

Minister Jim Daly met with the Lithuanian Minister of Health, Aurelijus Veryga, on 11 Oc-
tober during his visit to Ireland. The Ministers opened a Joint Session on Rare Diseases between 
the Department of Health and the Lithuanian Ministry of Health. They then held a bilateral 
meeting to discuss health system reform, alcohol control policy, and health promotion.  

Minister Daly represented the Government at a visit to the border by the Austrian Minister 
for the EU, Gernot Blumel, on Friday 12 October 2018.  The Ministers discussed the potential 
impact of Brexit on the border, on border communities, on trade and on the Peace Process.

06/11/2018WRFF04600Medical Card Reviews

06/11/2018WRFF04700750. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a medical card review for a 
person (details supplied) will be expedited; the status of this issue; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45839/18]

06/11/2018WRFF04800Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, it has been re-
ferred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.  

06/11/2018WRFF04900Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WRFF05000751. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Health if €100,000 in funding 
will be included in his final budget preparations for the roll-out of the just a minute card (details 
supplied). [45840/18]

06/11/2018WRFF05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Depart-
ment of Health provides funding for specialist disability services for people with a disability 
and does not provide funding for schemes such as the one outlined by the Deputy. 

Issues of equality, discrimination, tolerance and diversity in terms of gender, employment, 
racism and disability fall within the remit of the Department of Justice and Equality.  
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06/11/2018WRFF05200Medical Records

06/11/2018WRFF05300752. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the results of the HSE inquiry 
into the reason medical records containing significant personal and medical data of 12 patients 
from an acute hospital were found on the public road between Baltray and Queensborough, 
County Louth, on 28 November 2018 (details supplied); if the hospital will be held accountable 
for this serious breach of the law; if assurances will be given that this will not reoccur; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45851/18]

06/11/2018WRFF05400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to respond to you directly.

06/11/2018WRFF05500Medicinal Products Reimbursement

06/11/2018WRFF05600753. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
reimbursement for Nusinersen, also known as Spinraza, for the treatment of spinal muscular 
atrophy; if he has engaged with the HSE in order to advance this process; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45852/18]

06/11/2018WRFF05700Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
medicine pricing and reimbursement decisions, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies the criteria for decisions on the reim-
bursement of medicines. As Minister for Health, I do not have any statutory function in relation 
to reimbursement of medicines. 

Nusinersen (Spinraza) is indicated for the treatment of 5q spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), 
a disorder characterised by progressive muscle atrophy and weakness.  

In October 2017, the HSE received a reimbursement application for nusinersen. In Decem-
ber 2017, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics completed a health technology assess-
ment of nusinersen and did not recommend reimbursement at the price submitted. The applica-
tion is being considered by the HSE’s Rare Diseases Medicinal Products/Technology Review 
Committee and the HSE Drugs Group and is due to be considered by the HSE Leadership Team 
shortly, following which a final decision will be notified.

06/11/2018WRFF05800Services for People with Disabilities

06/11/2018WRFF05900754. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health when an person (details supplied) 
will be transferred to the National Rehabilitation Hospital, Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45853/18]

06/11/2018WRFF06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Finian McGrath): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the servic-
es they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and 
plan their lives.  This commitment is outlined in the Programme for Partnership Government, 
which is guided by two principles: equality of opportunity and improving the quality of life for 
people with disabilities.  

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service issue, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRFF06100Hospital Services

06/11/2018WRFF06200755. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for X-
rays to be read and advised to the referring general practitioner for Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 
9; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45864/18]

06/11/2018WRFF06300Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
HSE to reply to you directly.

06/11/2018WRFF06400North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRFF06500756. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the alloca-
tion in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45898/18]

06/11/2018WRFF06600Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Food Safety Promotion Board (Safe-
food) is the only North/South body funded by my Department. The 2019 allocation for the Food 
safety Promotion Board has yet to be decided.

06/11/2018WRFF06700Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRFF06800757. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department 
has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigations and State inquiries as recom-
mended by the Independent Review Mechanism and State tribunals; the number and name of 
these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45912/18]

06/11/2018WRFF06900Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): In the main, bodies such as the Health Ser-
vice Executive or the Health Information and Quality Authority carry out investigations or 
inquiries into health related issues. 

There is one commission of investigation currently taking place under the remit of the Min-
ister for Health. The Commission of Investigation (Certain matters relative to a disability ser-
vice in the South East and related matters) was established under the Commissions of Investiga-
tion Act 2004 (No. 23 of 2004) to investigate the care and protection of “Grace” (pseudonym) 
and others in a former foster home in the South East, which has been the subject of abuse al-
legations. Department costs for 2018 are currently €1,284,693.

The Commission of Investigation (Mother and Baby Homes and certain related matters) 
comes within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. My De-
partment shares 50% of total cost with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. Costs in 
2018 in relation to identification of records for the Commission amount to €85,831.

06/11/2018WRFF07000Hospital Car Parks

06/11/2018WRFF07100758. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will direct the Regional 
Hospital Mullingar to provide disabled parking spots for the warfarin clinic (details supplied). 
[45925/18]

06/11/2018WRFF07200Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): As this is a service matter, I have asked the 
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Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRGG00200Pharmacy Regulations

06/11/2018WRGG00300759. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health the position on the proposal to 
change the working arrangements for pharmaceutical assistants; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45926/18]

06/11/2018WRGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Simon Harris): The Pharmacy Act 2007 established the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (PSI) and the functions of the Society are set out in the Act.  
The functions of the PSI are carried out on its behalf by the Council of the Society.  

Section 30 of the Pharmacy Act 2007 provides for an exception to the general provision in 
the Act which requires the sale and supply of medicines at a pharmacy to be conducted under 
the personal supervision of a registered pharmacist, and specifies that no offence is committed 
where a registered pharmaceutical assistant “acts on behalf of a registered pharmacist during 
the temporary absence of the registered pharmacist”.

Section 30 also permits the Council to make rules as to:

1. What may or may not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on 
behalf of a registered pharmacist; and

2. What constitutes the temporary absence of a registered pharmacist.

On June 21 2018, the Council of the PSI approved for issuance for public consultation 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018. This public consultation commenced on 17 July and ran until 14 August 
and afforded any interested party the opportunity to make representations on the matter directly 
to the PSI.

Following completion of the public consultation phase, the Council of the PSI considered 
the proposed draft Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (Temporary Absence of Pharmacist from 
Pharmacy) Rules 2018 at its meeting on the 20th September 2018 where the Council approved 
the draft rules without amendment.  

I understand that since that date the PSI has undertaken to redraft the Rules in relation to 
what may or not be done by a registered pharmaceutical assistant when acting on behalf of a 
registered pharmacist.  The redrafted Rules will require approval of the Council of the PSI be-
fore a public consultation phase. Subsequent to any public consultation phase the draft Rules 
must again be approved by the Council before submission for my consent.  This Council ap-
proval is not anticipated until early in the New Year. 

My role in relation to this process is limited to the consideration of any such Rules once 
submitted for my approval.  I must consider any Rules presented to me from a fair and impartial 
perspective, without prejudice or prejudgement. 

I await the receipt of the Rules for my consideration from the PSI and, until that time, I am 
unfortunately not in a position to comment any further on the matter raised.

06/11/2018WRGG00500Animal Breeding Regulations
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06/11/2018WRGG00600760. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding a breed of cattle; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44637/18]

06/11/2018WRGG00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Droime-
ann Cattle Society Ltd was recognised by my Department to maintain a herd book for pure-
bred breeding animals of the Droimeann breed since 4th November 2016 in line with Statutory 
Instrument 19 of 2009 European Communities (Bovine Breeding) Regulations 2009 (SI 19 of 
2009).  The Droimeann Cattle Society Ltd will continue to be considered as a recognised breed 
society following the introduction of the new Animal Breeding legislation, Commission Regu-
lation 2016/1012.

The Society has established a breeding programme for the preservation of the breed.  Cur-
rently all animals entering the Droimeann herdbook are genomically tested to establish their 
purity and they are classified accordingly in the herd book based on these scientific results.  The 
establishment of such a herd book in this manner based on science, is the beginning of creating 
a solid foundation in the preservation of the breed.  I am pleased to say also that my Depart-
ment was in a position to provide some funding to the Society to assist them in establishing the 
herdbook.

06/11/2018WRGG00800Agriculture Scheme Payments

06/11/2018WRGG00900761. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when natural constraints and single farm payments will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44658/18]

06/11/2018WRGG01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application on 
the 17th February 2018.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion.  This inspection has been completed and the results processed to finalisation.  The person 
named was notified of the final inspection outcome by letter dated 29th October 2018. 

Payments due under the Basic Payment Scheme and Areas of Natural Constraints Scheme 
issued to the nominated  bank account of the person named on 30th October and 2nd November, 
respectively.

06/11/2018WRGG01100Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRGG01200762. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he, his departmental officials and-or his ministerial predecessors have met companies and an 
organisation (details supplied) and-or representatives of same in the past three years to date; if 
so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44768/18]

06/11/2018WRGG01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that neither I nor the staff of my Department have met with the company/
organisation or representatives of the company/organisation mentioned, in the past three years.
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06/11/2018WRGG01400Fishing Licences

06/11/2018WRGG01500763. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
salmon farm companies need a first buyers licence in order to purchase wild cleaner fish such 
as wrasse from fishermen; if so, the name of all salmon farm companies that have such licences; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44810/18]

06/11/2018WRGG01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The issue re-
ferred to by the Deputy is an operational matter for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority.  My 
Department has referred the issue to the Authority for direct response to the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRGG01700Marine Safety

06/11/2018WRGG01800764. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if clear 
sea lice have been found by the Marine Institute on farmed salmon at salmon farms here (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44811/18]

06/11/2018WRGG01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The control 
protocols for the management of sea lice are operated by the Marine Institute on behalf of the 
State.  The sea lice management and control protocols and in particular the Pest Management 
Strategy introduced in 2008 lay down conditions for the compulsory control of sea lice infesta-
tion levels on marine salmon farms. 

These protocols are more advanced than those operated in other jurisdictions for the follow-
ing reasons:

- The inspection regime is totally independent of the industry.

- Data obtained as a result of inspection is published and made widely available.

- Treatment trigger levels are set at a low level.

The sea lice monitoring and control programme in Ireland has been acknowledged by the 
Environment Directorate (DG Environment) of the EU Commission as representing interna-
tional best practice.

The salmon louse, Lepeoptheirus salmonis, is a small crustacean ecto-parasite of salmon.  It 
is found on the skin and fins of the fish and is clearly visible to the naked eye with adult females 
being approximately the size of a thumbnail. 

In relation to cleaner fish, I can confirm that, several species of this fish are used in Ireland 
as a method of controlling sea lice.  The cleaner fish, which include several species of wrasse, 
supplement their diet by removing and eating the lice.  This biological method of control is very 
effective and can reduce the reliance on medicines to control sea lice.

06/11/2018WRGG02000Fishing Industry

06/11/2018WRGG02100765. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to introduce rules or new regulations that govern the type of materials that can be used 
in the construction of fishing nets and lines in view of the fact that some methods require the 
use of pollutant plastics; if his attention has been drawn to licensed trawlers that use a biode-
gradable net or line in the course of their work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[44812/18]

06/11/2018WRGG02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara (BIM) is carrying out a programme of work under Ireland’s European Maritime Fish-
eries Fund Operational Programme through the “Fishing for litter” initiative in several ports 
around the coast, which involves the collection of litter, including waste fishing gear, bringing 
it ashore and recycling it.  

As the Deputy may be aware, there is at present a Proposal for a Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the 
environment.  This proposal has the main objective of the prevention and reduction of plastic 
marine litter from single use plastic items and fishing gear containing plastic by complementing 
the measures already envisaged under the European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy 
adopted in January 2018. 

This proposal for a Directive, if adopted, would provide for measures for the improved 
management of waste fishing gear containing plastic returned to shore and its financing.  These 
mechanisms and incentives are expected to increase the share of recovered fishing gear at the 
end of their life.  In this context, I understand that BIM are working with fishermen and net 
manufacturers in the main fishing ports to put in place a better system to track fishing gear from 
purchase to end of life.  By Improving accountability will help to reduce the amount of waste 
fishing gear being dumped at sea.

I understand that it is expected that the Council and the European Parliament will enter into 
negotiations under the EU co-decision process to agree the details provisions of the Directive .

Furthermore, I am advised by BIM that the use of biodegradable fishing gear is quite limited 
at present.  I understand that there have been numerous experimental trials of biodegradable 
nets but all have found catch rates are greatly reduced while the costs of production are very 
high compared to traditional monofilament and nylon nets.  I am informed that there are ex-
amples, including from Ireland, of fishermen fitting biodegradable escape panels to lobster and 
crab pots which, when the pot is lost, degrade over time, letting any catch inside the pot escape.

06/11/2018WRGG02300Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRGG02400766. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each 
of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44851/18]

06/11/2018WRGG02500767. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44869/18]

06/11/2018WRGG02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 766 and 767 together.

The information on public consultations carried out by my Department is available from 
2011 to date and is set out in the attached table.

2011
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Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Deer Management Policy Vision Consultations 2011
Fishery Management Plan and Appropriate 
Assessment for Dundalk Bay 2011-2016

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Fisheries Natura Plan/Appropriate Assess-
ment for Roaringwater Bay 2011-2016

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Fisheries Natura Plan and Appropriate As-
sessment for Castlemaine Harbour

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Consultation on the implementation of the 
Directive on the sustainable use of pesti-
cides

Pesticide Controls Division, Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Back-
weston Campus, Celbridge, Co. Kildare

CAP Post 2013 Public Consultation process 
(see also 2012 below)

EU DivisionEmail: eudivision@agriculture.
gov.ie

The impact of CFP Reform Proposals Published on Fishing Net web-
site and can be requested from 
email:SeaFisheriesPolicy@agriculture.gov.
ie

Fishing Opportunities for 2012 Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

2012

Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Deer Management policy Vision - Second 
Draft

Consultations 2012

Food Harvest 2020 - Public Consultation on 
Environmental Analysis Report and Agri-
culture Sectoral Roadmap

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/food-
wise2025/foodharvest2020/

CAP Post 2013 Public Consultation 
process(continued)(CAP 2014-2020)

Details available at eudivision@agriculture.
gov.ie

Invitation for submissions on Rural Devel-
opment Programme 2014 -2020

Consultations 2012

Independent Review of Certain Matters 
Relating to Bord na gCon, Stakeholder Con-
sultation

State Bodies Division (Horses and Grey-
hounds )Department of Agriculture Food 
and Marine, Farnham Street , Cavan  

Food Harvest 2020 (Environmental Assess-
ment)

Consultations 2012submissions are avail-
able on request from climatechange@
agriculture.gov.ie

Fishing Opportunities for 2013 Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Herring Policy Review Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie



6 November 2018

333

Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Independent Review of Certain Matters Re-
lating to Horse Racing Ireland ,Stakeholder 
Consultation

Information available at :State Bodies Divi-
sion (Horses and Greyhounds ) Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Farn-
ham Street, Cavan 

2013

Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
of the Draft Forest Policy Review Report 

Consultations 2013Consultations 2013

Food Harvest 2020 - Public Consultation 
on Environmental Analysis Report and 
Agriculture Sectoral Roadmap (extension of 
2012 consultation) 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/food-
wise2025/foodharvest2020/

Climate Change and Low Carbon Adapta-
tion Roadmap for the Marine Sector

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Lobster Management Consultation 2013 Consultations 2013
Shrimp Management Consultation 2013 Consultations 2013
Consultation on Assessment of Sea-Fishing 
and Aquaculture in Roaringwater Bay SAC

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Assessment of impacts of Sea-Fishing in 
the Irish Sea, including a Fishery Natura 
Plan for seed mussel (2013-2017) on Natura 
2000 sites

Consultations 2013

Consultation on the preparation of the Sea-
food Development Programme 2014-2020

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/emff/swot-
consultation/

Agricultural Sector Mitigation Roadmap Submissions are available on request from 
climatechange@agriculture.gov.ie

Food Harvest 2020 (Environmental Assess-
ment)

Consultations 2013Submissions are avail-
able on request from climatechange@
agriculture.gov.ie

Fishing Opportunities for 2014 Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Independent Review of Certain Matters  
relatingto Bord na gCon, Stakeholder Con-
sultation

State Bodies Division (Horses and Grey-
hounds ) Dept of Agriculture Food and 
Marine, Farnham Street  Cavan  

Dog Microchipping Initiative Animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie
2014

Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Forestry Programme 2014 -2020 Consultations 2014
North Irish Sea Razor Clam Consultation 
2014

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie
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Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Consultation on changes to the razor clam 
fishery in the vicinity of Natura 2000 sites 
off Wexford at Cahore and Rosslare

Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Open call for further submissions following 
the announcement of proposed RDP mea-
sures

Consultations 2014

Strategic Environment Assessment of Draft 
Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 

Consultations 2014

Fishing Opportunities for 2015 Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Draft Policy Statement on Blue Whiting 
(2014)

Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Fur Farming Code Animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie
2015

Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Forest Reproductive Material Consultation. 
Accepted Tree Species for Grant Aid and 
Accepted Seed Origins/Provenances.

Consultations 2015

Public Consultation on 2025 Agri-Food 
Strategy

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/2025strategy/
publicconsultation/   

Foodwise 2025 – final environmental analy-
sis

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/finalenviron-
mentalanalysisfoodwise2025/

Non-Commercial Pot Fishing Consultation 
2015

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Seafood Development Programme 2014-
2020 & Draft Environmental Report and 
AA Screening

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/emff/public-
consultationlaunch27march2015/Consulta-
tions 2015

National Strategic Plan for Sustainable 
Aquaculture Development

Consultations 2015

Potential for greenhouse gas (GHG) mitiga-
tion within the Agriculture and Forest sector

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/ghgmitiga-
tionconsult/submissionsreceived/

Foodwise 2025 – draft Environmental 
Analysis

Consultations 2015

Agri-Food Strategy 2025 Environmental 
Report

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/2025strategy/
publicconsultation/

Fishing Opportunities for 2016 Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Proposal to limit the number of multi-rigged 
fishing gear towed simultaneously

Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie
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Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Proposal to increase the allocation to the 
Celtic Sea Herring Sentinel Fishery for 
2016

Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

2016

Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Plan for Forestry and Freshwater Pearl 
Mussel in Ireland

Consultations 2016

Environmental Requirements for Affor-
estation, Water, biodiversity, archaeology 
and landscape, including 20% Rule policy 
review

Consultations 2016

A stakeholder consultation was undertaken 
on the proposed review of the EU fertiliser 
Regulation in September 2016.

Contact: Feedingstuffs, Fertiliser, Grain and 
Poultry Division   DAFM Office, Back-
weston, Celbridge, Co. Kildarefertconsulta-
tion@agriculture.gov.ie

Draft Mitigation Response Plan for scallop 
fishery off Wexford Coast

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Draft Fisheries Natura Plan for Castlemaine 
Harbour 2016 - 2026

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Draft Fisheries Natura Plan for Dundalk 
Bay 2016-2020

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Stakeholder consultations held on behalf of 
Indecon Consultants for their Independent 
Review of the Irish Harness Racing sector.

State Bodies Division (Horses and Grey-
hounds ) Dept of Agriculture Food and 
Marine, Farnham Street, Cavan  

Adaptation Planning Consultations 2016Submissions are avail-
able on request from climatechange@
agriculture.gov.ie

Fishing Opportunities for 2017 Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Licensing Review Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Proposal to increase the minimum cod-end 
mesh for Irish vessels targeting Nephrops

Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

2016 North West Herring Scientific Quota Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Stakeholder consultations held on behalf of 
Indecon Consultants for their Independent 
Review of the Irish Harness Racing sector.

State Bodies Division (Horses and Grey-
hounds ) Dept of Agriculture Food and 
Marine, Farnham Street, Cavan  

Review of certain matters relating to the 
Horse Sport Industry

Indecon International Consultants, Indecon 
House, 4 Fitzwilliam Place, Dublin 2,  Tel: 
353 (0)1 677 7144mailbox@indecon.ie
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Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Scientific Advisory Committee on Animal 
Health and Welfare (SACAHW)  Public 
Consultation on SACAHW Opinion on 
animal husbandry practices

Animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie

National Farmed Animal Health Strategy Consultations 2016
2017

Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Mid Term Review of the Forestry Pro-
gramme 2014-2020

Consultations 2017

Forest Road Manual  Review Consultations 2017
Forests, products and people, Ireland’s for-
est policy – a renewed vision.

Consultations 2017

Management of Velvet Crab http://www.fishingnet.ie/sea-fisheriescon-
sultations/velvetcrab/ 

Independent Aquaculture Licensing  Re-
view

http://www.fishingnet.ie/independentaqua-
culturelicensingreview2017/ 

Possible Role of Financial Instruments un-
der RDP & EMFF Operational Programme

Consultations 2017The submissions will 
be made available on Department website 
as soon as the outcome of the consultation 
process is finalised.

Fishing Opportunities for 2018 Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Consultation on amendment to Statutory In-
strument 621 of 2011 – Fisheries (Amend-
ment) Act 1997 (Prescribed Organisations 
for the Aquaculture Licences Appeals 
Board) Regulations 2011.

Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Consultation on amendment to Statu-
tory Instrument 621 of 2011 – Fisheries 
(Amendment) Act 1997 (Prescribed Or-
ganisations for the Aquaculture Licences 
Appeals Board) Regulations 2011. A second 
consultation was approved by the Minister 
due to the fact that only one submission was 
received from the first consultation

Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Review of Mackerel Allocation Policy be-
tween the Fleet segments (2017)

Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie

Quota Balancing for Pelagic Stocks (2017) Published on Fishing Net website and can 
be requested from email: SeaFisheriesPoli-
cy@agriculture.gov.ie
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2018

Name of Public Consultation undertaken  
by Department

Indicate where the submissions  received 
are located/available (web link/address)

Ash Dieback Policy Review Consultations 2018
Proposal for conservation measures for 
Brown Crab

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Proposal to Increase the MnCRS for Razor 
Clam in the North Irish Sea

Marine Programmes DivisionEmail;- In-
shore@agriculture.gov.ie

Draft Fishery Natura Plan for Irish Sea 
Mussel Seed Fishery for the years 2018-
2023

Consultations 2018

Review of National Action Plan for the Sus-
tainable Use of Pesticides - 2018

Pesticide Controls Division, Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Back-
weston Campus, Celbridge, Co. Kildare

Strategy for the Organic Sector Organic Unit, Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine

Trawling Activity inside the 6 nautical mile 
zone

To be published shortly on DAFM website. 

CAP Post 2020 Public Consultation process Consultations 2018
A New Animal Welfare Consultation Docu-
ment

Animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie

Public consultation on the advertisement 
and sale of pet animals

 Summary of submissions received  will be 
published on https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
animalhealthwelfare/ in due course 

06/11/2018WRGG02800Horse Sport Ireland

06/11/2018WRGG02900768. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the funding to Horse Sport Ireland will be increased for 2019; if funding will be provided to an 
organisation (details supplied) based on the pre-budget submission made; his plans to develop 
this part of the sector and to promote their efforts at home and abroad; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44919/18]

06/11/2018WRGG03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I met with 
representatives from The Sport Horse Alliance and they presented their strategy for the Irish 
sport horse sector.  This strategy outlined certain initiatives that would bring about improve-
ments in the sector.

 My Department is fully committed to maximising the potential of the Sport Horse industry 
and continues to provide support to it both financially and with policy initiatives. I have dem-
onstrated my commitment to the industry by increasing the budget allocated to Horse Sport Ire-
land from €2.0m in 2017 to €2.5m in 2018 and I have approved a further increase of €500,000 
to €3.0m in 2019.  This is an increase of 50% on the 2017 allocation.   

 In 2016 my Department commissioned Indecon International Consultants to undertake a re-
view of Horse Sport Ireland.  Indecon found that additional resources will be needed to support 
the expansion of the sector and reports like the strategy report from The Sport Horse Alliance 
make this point clearly.

Horse Sport Ireland have been making huge strides in implementing the Indecon recom-
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mendations.  The proposals to rationalise the board is close to finality with only the Northern 
representative outstanding.  A recruitment process through the Public Appointments Service 
was undertaken to select a new chairperson and three board members.  These members are now 
in place alongside the 4 industry representatives.

I remain committed to the sport horse industry and I am confident that this additional Gov-
ernment support will help the sector increase its economic and social contribution into the 
future.

06/11/2018WRGG03100Pesticide Use

06/11/2018WRGG03200769. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if Coillte 
maintains full and comprehensive records of all pesticide used by the company. [44934/18]

06/11/2018WRGG03300770. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
is satisfied that none of the pesticides used by Coillte is a threat to human or animal health. 
[44935/18]

06/11/2018WRGG03400771. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the steps 
taken with Coillte to ensure that pesticides used by the company do not contaminate groundwa-
ter and thus pose health and environmental risks. [44936/18]

06/11/2018WRGG03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 769, 770 and 771 together.

Coillte was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and 
day-to-day operational matters, such as the usage and application of pesticides, are the respon-
sibility of the company.

Coillte advises that it implements and enforces procedures to ensure all Coillte operators 
who apply chemicals are fully trained in health and safety and appropriate safe handling and 
application of chemicals and wear appropriate protective equipment at all times.  Coillte further 
advise that all Coillte operatives are trained on environmental aspects of chemical application 
such as protection of watercourses and other important natural features.  Coillte adds that it 
erects notice signs in its forests to inform the public where chemicals have been applied.  

The company also advises that Coillte’s environmental management systems are certified 
externally to ISO standards on health and safety and the environment (ISO 14001 & OHSAS 
18001) and Coillte’s overall forest management is dual certified as fully sustainable by both 
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and the Programme for Endorsing Forest Certification 
Schemes (PEFC).  

Coillte advises that it uses two plant protection products in forestry, a herbicide, glyphosate, 
and an insecticide, cypermethrin and that it only uses plant protection products that are statu-
torily approved as safe to use in forestry.  Coillte add that it continually monitors and updates 
all research in regard to this to ensure that its forests are maintained to the highest standard and 
with regard to the best silvicultural expertise available.

Glyphosate and cypermethrin have been approved for use in forestry nationally by the Pes-
ticide Registration and Control Division of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
and further approved for use in the European Union by the European Commission.  

Coillte advises that it records all of its use of plant protection products on its lands and that 
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the company’s procedures are checked and audited regularly both internally and externally.

06/11/2018WRGG03800Inshore Fisheries

06/11/2018WRGG03900772. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine his plans to protect inshore fishermen (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44941/18]

06/11/2018WRGG04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): This Govern-
ment has committed to the development of the inshore sector in the current Programme for a 
Partnership Government.  The programme identifies a number of methods for supporting the 
sector, such as ensuring smaller inshore boats are given new opportunities for commercial fish-
ing.  Support is being provided under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Operational 
Programme (EMFF OP) for enhanced management and conservation of inshore stocks, includ-
ing v-notching of lobster, more selective fishing gear and preparation and implementation of 
management plans for a sustainable inshore fishery.  Funding of some €6 million has been ear-
marked under the programme for the Inshore Fisheries Conservation Scheme.   

I meet regularly with the National Inshore Fisheries Forum (NIFF).  The NIFF and its sup-
porting network of six Regional Inshore Fisheries Forums (RIFFs) cover the entire coast.  The 
Inshore Forums provide a platform for the discussion of problems facing the inshore sea-fish-
eries sector and have been making recommendation to me on issues of concern for their sector.

The NIFF is taking the lead in setting priorities for the inshore sector, including developing 
for the first time a dedicated strategy.  From my meetings with the NIFF, I have introduced a 
number of industry-led initiatives, developed through the forum structures, following extensive 
consultation.  These include conservation measures for inshore stocks such as velvet crab and 
scallop off the coast of Wexford.  Public consultations were also held earlier this year (2018) on 
proposed management measures recommended to me by the NIFF in respect of brown crab and 
razor clam in the North Irish Sea. 

I also recently undertook a public consultation process to examine the arrangements for 
trawling inside the six nautical mile zone and inside the baselines.  This consultation ended on 
11 June 2018.

Over 1,000 responses were received in relation to the public consultation and these are 
currently being examined.  Taking into account the submissions received and following any 
necessary further analysis I will carefully consider any possible measures to be introduced.  My 
decision will be published on the Department’s website as early as possible.

06/11/2018WRGG04100Farm Data

06/11/2018WRGG04200773. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 416 of 9 October 2018, when the inspection will be processed for 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45099/18]

06/11/2018WRGG04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application the 
12th May 2018.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 
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The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion.  The processing of this inspection is nearing completion with the intention of issuing any 
payments due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department 
will be in contact with the person named.

06/11/2018WRGG04400Agriculture Scheme Payments

06/11/2018WRGG04500774. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when pay-
ments will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45100/18]

06/11/2018WRGG04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application the 
12th May 2018.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion.  The processing of this inspection is nearing completion with the intention of issuing any 
payments due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department 
will be in contact with the person named.

06/11/2018WRGG04700Agriculture Scheme Payments

06/11/2018WRGG04800775. Deputy Pat Breen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 263 of 24 October 2018, when the inspection for a remote sensing 
eligibility will be completed; when payments will issue in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45176/18]

06/11/2018WRGG04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application on 
the 11th May 2018.  EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion.  The processing of this inspection is nearing completion with the intention of issuing any 
payments due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department 
will be in contact with the person named.

06/11/2018WRGG05000GLAS Payments

06/11/2018WRGG05100776. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of 2017 GLAS payments outstanding by county in tabular form; when these payments 
will issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45185/18]

06/11/2018WRGG05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The below 
table displays the 2017 scheme year GLAS payments.  Payments continue to be processed on a 
weekly basis as all requirements are fulfilled.  My Department has again reminded GLAS par-
ticipants with outstanding obligations that they must meet the obligations or they risk missing 
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the upcoming 2018 payments and also expulsion from the scheme.  

GLAS 1 GLAS 2
County Cases Advance 

Paid
Balance Paid Cases Advance 

Paid
Balance Paid Cases

Carlow 271 268 251 124 123 115 127
Cavan 899 897 867 427 425 411 531
Clare 1598 1,589 1,540 684 680 651 797
Cork 2115 2,105 2,022 986 975 934 927
Donegal 1919 1,890 1,684 989 969 810 1,399
Dublin 57 56 56 17 17 16 19
Galway 3032 3,006 2,878 1,276 1,257 1,165 1,577
Kerry 1756 1,724 1,403 864 849 674 763
Kildare 239 235 222 75 72 70 113
Kilkenny 422 418 392 206 203 194 187
Laois 365 362 351 191 187 181 227
Leitrim 1011 1,007 958 419 416 399 524
Limerick 1039 1,036 1,009 296 293 282 401
Longford 508 506 489 339 337 327 327
Louth 145 143 139 78 76 75 93
Mayo 2523 2,499 2,344 1,314 1,280 1,169 1,655
Meath 417 414 388 195 194 175 245
Monaghan 571 568 555 143 142 139 333
Offaly 472 471 458 274 271 265 292
Roscommon 1512 1,504 1,459 546 538 525 712
Sligo 928 922 889 359 354 341 489
Tipperary 1111 1,105 1,065 495 485 466 497
Waterford 349 336 316 130 117 108 119
Westmeath 637 634 620 261 257 252 277
Wexford 744 740 716 258 250 243 308
Wicklow 324 320 282 151 148 116 198
TOTAL 24,964 24,755 23,353 11,097 10,915 10,103 13,137

TABLE CONT  

GLAS 3 Total
County Advance 

Paid
Balance Paid Cases Advance 

Paid
Balance Paid

Carlow 126 100 522 517 466
Cavan 527 445 1,857 1,849 1,723
Clare 786 615 3,079 3,055 2,806
Cork 913 799 4,028 3,993 3,755
Donegal 1,376 999 4,307 4,235 3,493
Dublin 19 16 93 92 88
Galway 1,558 1347 5,885 5,821 5,390
Kerry 747 558 3,383 3,320 2,635
Kildare 111 89 427 418 381
Kilkenny 179 146 815 800 732
Laois 223 185 783 772 717
Leitrim 521 412 1,954 1,944 1,769
Limerick 399 339 1,736 1,728 1,630
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GLAS 3 Total
County Advance 

Paid
Balance Paid Cases Advance 

Paid
Balance Paid

Longford 323 257 1,174 1,166 1,073
Louth 93 72 316 312 286
Mayo 1,632 1318 5,492 5,411 4,831
Meath 241 170 857 849 733
Monaghan 333 274 1,047 1,043 968
Offaly 287 205 1,038 1,029 928
Roscommon 703 587 2,770 2,745 2,571
Sligo 485 353 1,776 1,761 1,583
Tipperary 490 363 2,103 2,080 1,894
Waterford 111 99 598 564 523
Westmeath 273 211 1,175 1,164 1,083
Wexford 301 209 1,310 1,291 1,168
Wicklow 196 139 673 664 537
TOTAL 12,953 10,307 49,198 48,623 43,763

06/11/2018WRGG05300Departmental Properties

06/11/2018WRGG05400777. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or 
renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which 
it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since con-
struction; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45192/18]

06/11/2018WRGG05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): In general, 
queries relating to building or renovation projects for Government Departments/Offices, in-
cluding my Department, are a matter for the Office of Public Works (OPW).

As regards the twelve State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, the information re-
quested is an operational matter for the State Bodies themselves.  I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the Agencies and have requested that a response should issue within 10 days.

06/11/2018WRGG05600Forestry Sector

06/11/2018WRGG05700778. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
potential funding streams available to assist and-or supplement a person (details supplied) in 
the replanting of Sitka spruce following the conclusion of the felling process; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45227/18]

06/11/2018WRGG05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Forestry in 
Ireland operates within a legal and regulatory framework.  This is necessary in order to protect 
forests and also to ensure that forestry operations and activities are carried out in compliance 
with the principles of sustainable forest management.  The obligation to replant felled trees is 
required under the Forestry Act, 2014 and the Forestry Regulations, SI 191/2017.

Due to the extent of deforestation by the early 20th Century, legislation was introduced to 
regulate tree felling.  This has facilitated, in part, sustainable forest management.  There is a 
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need to avoid deforestation in relation to economic and social considerations and particularly in 
an environmental context such as carbon, landscape and amenity considerations.  Reforestation 
after felling is essential to prevent deforestation, which would otherwise counteract the benefits 
of the initial afforestation.

While my Department funds initial afforestation through a grant and the payment of premia, 
all replanting is to be carried out at the land owner’s expense regardless of whether the site was 
initially grant-aided or not.  In the majority of cases, landowners fund the replanting of their 
lands from the proceeds of the sale of the extracted timber.  The proceeds are tax free which 
gives an additional boost to the clearfell income of the landowner. 

I understand a tree felling licence, for the person named, issued in July this year, providing 
for the felling of over 18 ha of Sitka spruce and to thin a small area of Ash.  The issued licence 
also included details of the replanting operations.  As is normal for such cases, an inspection of 
the licensed works and replanting will be arranged at a later date to check that the person named 
has fully complied with the conditions of the licence.

06/11/2018WRGG05900Basic Payment Scheme Appeals

06/11/2018WRGG06000779. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a request for a review or an appeal lodged on behalf of a person (details supplied) in relation 
to basic payment scheme payments and force majeure will be finalised; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45296/18]

06/11/2018WRGG06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An appeal 
letter was recently submitted on behalf of the person named.  The appeal relates to the person 
named not having submitted Single Payment Scheme (SPS) applications for scheme years 2013 
& 2014 and a Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) application in 2015.  

As the Deputy is aware, the establishment of the right to a payment under BPS is dependent 
on the reference years 2013, 2014 and 2015.  Any decision to accept applications for those years 
has to be carefully considered given the considerable time that has elapsed.  The documentation 
is currently being examined and with a view to completing this review at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

As soon as the full review of the case has been completed an official from my Department 
will contact the person named directly.

06/11/2018WRGG06200Basic Payment Scheme Payments

06/11/2018WRGG06300780. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
an overdue farm payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45387/18]

06/11/2018WRGG06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment Scheme application on the 13th April 2018.  EU Reg-
ulations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and comprehensive 
administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. satellite) inspections, be 
completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion.  This inspection is currently being processed with the intention of issuing any payment 
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due as soon as possible.  In the event that any queries arise officials in my Department will be 
in contact with the person named.

06/11/2018WRGG06500Agriculture Industry

06/11/2018WRGG06600781. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied) regarding agricultural activity on a 
land parcel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45405/18]

06/11/2018WRGG06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): An official of 
my Department has made direct contact with the Deputy’s office on this matter.

06/11/2018WRGG06800Coillte Teoranta Activities

06/11/2018WRGG06900782. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
position regarding Coillte’s possible sale of forest acreage at a location (details supplied); the 
reason for this potential sale; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45438/18]

06/11/2018WRGG07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Coillte was 
established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-to-day op-
erational matters, such as land transactions, are the responsibility of the company.

The matter was, however, raised with Coillte who confirm that the company has put prop-
erty at the location mentioned on the market, following receipt by the company of an expression 
of interest.  Coillte add that consultation was carried out in relation to a possible sale and the 
property was put on the market for sale by private treaty.  I understand that a local auctioneer 
is handling the sale which has been advertised in the local newspapers and a sign put up on the 
property.

06/11/2018WRHH00200Harbours and Piers

06/11/2018WRHH00300783. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding a harbour; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45449/18]

06/11/2018WRHH00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, locat-
ed at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute. 
In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of North 
Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific piers, lights 
and beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the 1902 ex-congested Districts Board 
piers, lights and Beacons Act, the aids to navigation located at Derrynane Harbour fall within 
the remit of my Department as a consequence.

I would advise the Deputy that the leading lights at Derrynane Harbour are operational and 
were upgraded in 2013. The two beacons referred to provide safe navigation to mariners on 
approach into Derrynane Harbour and have traditionally never been fitted with lights. These 
beacons are currently showing signs of structural deterioration and require repair and upgrade 
works.
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To that end, my Department has engaged the services of Consulting Engineers to prepare 
detailed design for repair and upgrade works. A design has been completed and is currently un-
der review by the Department’s Marine Engineering Division. It should be noted that as part of 
the design process, detailed consultation has taken place with local users and locals concerned 
in regard to the heritage value of the existing beacons in order to take their concerns on board.

While no final decisions on the details of the 2019 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastruc-
ture Development Programme have been made at this stage, I have increased the overall alloca-
tion to this Programme by €6.29m to €27.29m, and expect the necessary repair and upgrading 
works on these beacons at Derrynane Harbour, including the provision of new lighting, to be 
carried out in 2019.

06/11/2018WRHH00500Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRHH00600784. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his De-
partment has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45450/18]

06/11/2018WRHH00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that Minister of State Andrew Doyle TD, has not had any engagements, meet-
ings or correspondence with the named person (details supplied) in the past three years.

06/11/2018WRHH00800Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Payments

06/11/2018WRHH00900785. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter regarding ANC and BPS payments in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45506/18]

06/11/2018WRHH01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application on 
the 12th May 2018. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require that 
full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases ground inspections, be 
completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a ground eligibility inspection. This 
inspection has been processed and notification of the findings issued on the  5th November 2018 
to the person named.  This notification outlines the options available at this stage, namely to 
accept the findings or to submit comments to my Department for consideration. On completion 
of this process, the inspection outcome will be finalised and any payments due will issue to the 
nominated bank account of the person named as soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRHH01100Irish Land Commission

06/11/2018WRHH01200786. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if it is planned that the former Land Commission maintained by his Department will be made 
publicly available for genealogical research purposes; if his attention has been drawn to the 
genealogical value of the register as part of a holistic approach to genealogical research; if he 
has had discussions with other Departments or State bodies or the Attorney General regarding 
making Land Commission records fully available; the number of requests that have been made 
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via the legal services division of his Department in the past ten years to date for information 
contained within the Land Commission data set and or catalogues; the number of these requests 
that have been granted in part or in full; if the Land Commission records can be released by 
way of a freedom of information request; the number of staff assigned on a full-time basis to the 
Land Commission records section; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45550/18]

06/11/2018WRHH01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): There are 
no immediate plans to make the  8 million or so former Irish land Commission (ILC) records 
generally available to the public for research purposes or otherwise, as they are still working 
documents.  My officials regularly access these records to service queries from the public relat-
ing to current and past transactions and for the full completion of the work of the former ILC.  
Owners and purchasers of land and their personal or legal representatives are allowed access 
to and copies of relevant documents/maps. Since 2008, over 14,300 search and retrieval cases 
have been completed by the seven full time staff currently based at the Records Storage facility 
in Portlaoise.  There are no statistics available relating to whether the requests were granted in 
part or in full.  The office does not provide a research facility, as the provision of such a service 
would require much greater resources than those currently available.    

My Department is mindful of the public interest in obtaining access to the vast repository 
of former ILC documents held.  However wider access will be a matter for consideration when 
the completion of the work of the former ILC is at a more advanced stage.    Furthermore the 
records which are available in paper format only are fragile, some dating back as far as the early 
1800’s and are an irreplaceable resource should they get damaged.  In order to maintain them, 
it is essential that they are handled and stored appropriately.  Opening up access to these files 
cannot be considered until appropriate measures are undertaken to minimise potential damage 
from routine handling.  

In these circumstances, discussions with other Departments or State Bodies on general pub-
lic availability of the documents have not arisen.  However, the Department is in discussions 
with Trinity College Dublin with a view to cooperating in its research project “Beyond 2022”.  
The project seeks to create a virtual archive, recreating records that were destroyed in the fire 
in the Public Record Office of Ireland at the Four Courts in 1922.   Relevant records have been 
identified in the ILC.

Under the Freedom of Information Acts, any individual is entitled to view personal data, or 
third party data held by this Department, subject to the restrictions laid out in those Acts.  

06/11/2018WRHH01400GLAS Appeals

06/11/2018WRHH01500787. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
GLAS section will accept a review of the decision to exclude a person (details supplied) from 
the GLAS scheme on medical grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45593/18]

06/11/2018WRHH01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 with a contract commencement date of 1 January 2016. Full 
payments were made for scheme year 2016. Participation in GLAS requires that all actions 
committed to are undertaken in line with the scheme requirements. In this case the requirements 
for the Low Emission Slurry Spreading action (LESS) were not adhered to and the GLAS con-
tract was rejected from the scheme. 

This decision has been reviewed by the Department and the original decision upheld. The 
person named has been informed of their right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals 
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Office.

06/11/2018WRHH01700Pigmeat Sector

06/11/2018WRHH01800788. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to provide assistance to the pig sector in view of difficulties due to low prices and high 
feed costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45606/18]

06/11/2018WRHH01900789. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposals he has put forward at EU level in relation to the need to provide assistance to the 
pig sector due to low prices and high feed costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45607/18]

06/11/2018WRHH02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 788 and 789 together.

Price volatility has been a significant issue for the pig sector in 2018, and developments 
over the last few years have highlighted the cyclical nature of prices in the sector. Current prices 
stand at €139.93/100kg, which is 9% below prices at the same time in 2017 (an exceptional year 
for pig prices).

The continuing uncertainty regarding Brexit lends an even greater urgency to the expansion 
of international market access. And as such, my Department and I have made a major push to 
encourage market diversification. In June of 2017 I visited Mexico, the fourth largest importer 
of chilled and frozen pork in the world and made access to that market a top priority. Following 
visits from Mexican authorities, six export plants will shortly be audited as part of the first stage 
of gaining access to the Mexican market for Irish pig meat exporters.

There has also been a significant expansion in Ireland’s pig meat exports to East Asia in 
general and to China in particular. China is now the largest third country market with exports 
of €102m last year. In May I lead a trade mission to China, visiting Beijing and Shanghai.  This 
visit included events, in association with Bord Bia, to promote Irish pork to further develop 
export opportunities.

I also travelled to Japan and the Republic of Korea in autumn 2017 to promote further op-
portunities for Irish producers in these markets. Exports to Japan more than doubled to €22m 
in 2017, putting it in second place in international markets. We can also expect that the new 
free trade agreement with Japan (JEEPA) will provide further benefit to trade. Growth in the 
Philippines was also strong, up 54%, making it the third-largest international market for Irish 
pigmeat exports. Additionally, I recently lead the first ever Irish governmental trade mission to 
Malaysia, where I agreed a veterinary health certificate for pigmeat, an important milestone in 
the process of opening this market for Irish exporters. 

Last year the total value of pig meat exports, taking account of all pigmeat including pre-
pared and preserved, was more than €793 million; an increase from €733 million in 2016. In 
volume terms, exports rose by over 10 million tonnes, growing from 265.3 million tonnes in 
2016 to 277.1 million tonnes in 2017. I will continue to work closely with the sector and, by 
focusing on insight-led growth strategies, capitalise upon opportunities for Irish pig meat ex-
porters on international markets.  

As regards  support for primary producers, TAMS II measures (under the 2014-2020 RDP 
plan) provide grants for capital investment in physical assets to assist the agriculture sector, 
including the pig sector, to develop their businesses. There are a huge variety of items avail-
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able under the suite of TAMS measures and the Pig Sector is catered for under the current Pig 
and Poultry Investment Scheme (PPIS) of TAMS II. Additionally, in 2016 I established a Pig 
Implementation Strategy Group which oversees implementation of the measures recommended 
in the report of the Pig Industry Stakeholder Group. This group has an important role to play in 
achieving the objectives for the industry as laid out in Food Wise 2025. 

06/11/2018WRHH02200Fodder Crisis

06/11/2018WRHH02300790. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he has taken to support farmers facing difficulty with fodder supply over the winter 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45609/18]

06/11/2018WRHH02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): As I have 
previously outlined in this House I undertook a number of actions this year to ensure sufficient 
supplies of Fodder for the coming Winter and Spring 2019.

My priority throughout the year has been to support measures to assist in the conservation 
of as much fodder for the coming Winter as possible from within our own resources, and to 
supplement this with necessary imports as required. To this end I introduced a number of tar-
geted measures including:

- a €2.75 million Fodder Production Incentive for Tillage Farmers to encourage tillage 
growers to actively engage in the fodder market and there has been positive engagement with 
this measure

- a €4.25 million Fodder Import Support Measure for Autumn 2018. The measure seeks to 
reduce the cost to farmers of imported forage. The measure operates through the Co-operatives/
registered importers and will cover forage imported from 12th August 2018 to 31st December 
2018.

In July I secured agreement from EU Commissioner Hogan to pay higher advance Pillar 1 
and 2 payments which will be increased to 70% and 85% respectively. Almost €1 billion has 
been paid to farmers under Pillar 1 and 2 since mid September. 

Following consultation with the EU Commission, my Department made some temporary 
adjustments to the GLAS scheme for this year which have the potential to add to the quanti-
ties of winter fodder available by bringing over 260,000 additional hectares into production. In 
addition, in consultation with my ministerial colleague Mr. Eoghan Murphy T.D., a two week 
extension of the closed period for the spreading of chemical and organic fertilisers was imple-
mented that allowed farmers capitalise on autumn grass growth for fodder production. 

Surveys of fodder supplies conducted on my behalf by Teagasc have shown a significant 
improvement in fodder availability with the national deficit moving from an estimated 18% 
shortage in early July to an 11% shortage in mid-September. Whilst there still remains a sig-
nificant deficit on some farms I am hopeful that the results of a survey currently being finalised 
by Teagasc will show a further reduction in the national deficit given the favourable growing 
conditions of recent weeks.  

I am confident that the range of measures introduced by me to date, taken together and tar-
geted at producing as much fodder as possible from our own land, is the most effective response 
to ensuring adequate supplies ahead of the coming Winter.  Notwithstanding all of the above 
mentioned actions,  I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to closely monitor and engage 
on this significant challenge during the coming period.
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06/11/2018WRHH02500Basic Payment Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRHH02600791. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45683/18]

06/11/2018WRHH02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Basic Payment Scheme and other EU funded schemes an ap-
plicant, as well as meeting the scheme criteria, must comply with EU regulatory requirements 
relating to Cross Compliance. 

A report detailing findings of an inspection carried out by Limerick City and County Coun-
cil on 10th   April 2018 was referred to my Department’s Cross Compliance Unit for attention. 
This report detailed breaches of the cross compliance requirements under the Nitrates Regula-
tions and related to the discharging of a large amount of slurry from an earthen walled slurry 
tank into a nearby river.

The breaches resulted in a 20% penalty being applied against the 2018 Direct Schemes pay-
ments. The person named was notified of this decision on 30th July 2018. A review request was 
received on 8th   October 2018 and is currently being examined by the Department. The person 
named will be notified of the outcome of this review on completion of the process.

In the event that the person named is dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, the deci-
sion can be appealed to the independent Agriculture Appeals Office within 3 months.

06/11/2018WRHH02800Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRHH02900792. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a remote sensing inspection will be completed by his Department in order to allow a 
person (details supplied) to avail of an ANC payment; if the inspection will be completed with-
out delay with a view to issuing a payment as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45684/18]

06/11/2018WRHH03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed):  The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint schemes application on 
the 1st of May 2018. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. Processing of this inspection necessitated the verification of the position on the ground 
by means of a field visit. This field visit has been completed and the results are currently being 
processed to finalisation with the intention of issuing any payments due as soon as possible. In 
the event that any queries arise officials in my Department will be in contact with the person 
named.

06/11/2018WRHH03100Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRHH03200793. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a remote sensing inspection will be completed by his Department in order to allow a 
person (details supplied) to avail of a ANC payment; if the inspection will be completed without 
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delay with a view to issuing a payment as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45685/18]

06/11/2018WRHH03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application  on 
the 12th April 2018. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection has been completed and the results are currently being processed to finali-
sation with the intention of issuing any payments due as soon as possible. In the event that any 
queries arise officials in my Department will be in contact with the person named.

06/11/2018WRHH03400Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRHH03500794. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine when a remote sensing inspection will be completed by his Department in order to allow a 
person (details supplied) to avail of a ANC payment; if the inspection will be completed without 
delay with a view to issuing a payment as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45686/18]

06/11/2018WRHH03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment/Areas of Natural Constraint Schemes application on 
the 9th March 2018. EU Regulations governing the administration of these schemes require 
that full and comprehensive administrative checks, including in some cases remote sensing (i.e. 
satellite) inspections, be completed before any payments issue. 

The application of the person named was selected for a Remote Sensing eligibility inspec-
tion. This inspection has been completed and the results are currently being processed to finali-
sation with the intention of issuing any payments due as soon as possible. In the event that any 
queries arise officials in my Department will be in contact with the person named.

06/11/2018WRHH03700GLAS Payments

06/11/2018WRHH03800795. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 174 of 20 September 2018, the reason a GLAS wild 
bird cover underpayment has yet to be issued to a person (details supplied); the reason a solu-
tion to issue these arrears has not been identified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45697/18]

06/11/2018WRHH03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named was approved into GLAS 2 and has received payments for 2016 and 2017. The 2016 
claim was underpaid for the Wild Bird Cover action and is due a correcting payment. The 
Department has undertaken a review of 2015 and 2016 GLAS payments in recent months and 
has identified a small number of cases due a supplementary payment. These payments will be 
processed after the 2018 advance payments commence and these are expected to commence 
later this month.

06/11/2018WRHH04000Bord na gCon
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06/11/2018WRHH04100796. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
provide the most up-to-date details of the deaths and injuries of greyhounds at tracks here for 
the period from January 2018 to date. [45712/18]

06/11/2018WRHH04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Bord na gCon 
is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to con-
trol greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.

 Bord na gCon is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for this organisation.

I will request officials in my department to refer the question to Bord na gCon for direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRHH04300Departmental Expenditure

06/11/2018WRHH04400797. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount which will be spent on official development assistance in 2018; the recipients of this 
ODA; and the amount each recipient will receive. [45773/18]

06/11/2018WRHH04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The two main 
recipients of official development assistance from my Department are the United Nations World 
Food Programme (WFP) and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). 

From 2016 to 2018, my Department committed to an annual contribution of €20million to 
the WFP, the last payment of which was fulfilled with an advance payment of €10 million at 
the end of 2017. 

The contribution to the FAO is by way of an assessed membership contribution, which was 
€1.369 million for 2018. 

My Department is currently processing grant payments under the Africa Agri-Food Devel-
opment Programme (AADP). The objective of the AADP is to develop partnerships between 
the Irish agrifood sector and African countries to support the sustainable growth of the local 
food industry, build markets for local produce and support mutual trade between Ireland and 
Africa. As this Programme is a joint initiative between the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade the latter will also provide a 
similar amount in funding for the approved grants. 

06/11/2018WRHH04600Basic Payment Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRHH04700798. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
payment of the basic farm payment is in order and will issue further to an inspection carried out 
recently on land (details supplied) in County Cork. [45795/18]

06/11/2018WRHH04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The person 
named submitted a 2018 Basic Payment Scheme application  on the 12th April 2018. EU Regu-
lations governing the administration of these schemes require that full and comprehensive ad-
ministrative checks, including in some cases land eligibility inspections, be completed before 
any payments issue. 
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The application of the person named was selected for a Land  Eligibility inspection. This 
inspection has been completed and the results are now being processed to finalisation with the 
intention of issuing any payments due as soon as possible. In the event that any queries arise 
officials in my Department will be in contact with the person named.

06/11/2018WRHH04900Beef Environmental Efficiency Scheme

06/11/2018WRHH05000799. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
qualifying criteria for eligibility for the suckler farm payment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45820/18]

06/11/2018WRHH05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): On October 
9 of this year I announced details of my Department’s 2019 Budget. This included the intro-
duction of a €20m Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot scheme (BEEPS). This is a new pilot 
scheme targeted at suckler farmers, and aimed at further improving the economic and carbon 
efficiency of Irish beef production.

The purpose of the scheme will be to promote the practice of weight recording in the suckler 
herd with a view to using the data to inform decisions on breeding in order to promote more 
economically and environmentally efficient breeding practices.

Details of the scheme are being finalised and will be published as soon as they are available. 
All suckler farmers will be permitted to apply for this scheme.

06/11/2018WRHH05200Departmental Funding

06/11/2018WRHH05300800. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount of funding provided to a society (details supplied) for inspection services relating to 
animal cruelty; the funding allocated for 2019; the number of inspectors this will provide for; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45845/18]

06/11/2018WRHH05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment has provided funding to organisations involved directly in protecting animal welfare and 
continues to support these organisations that provide a valuable service in the area of animal 
welfare. Applications for funding from animal welfare organisations are assessed by my De-
partment and awards made on the basis of certain criteria, including the level and type of as-
sistance provided by the organisation in the delivery of care and welfare services to animals 
and the level of funding raised by organisations from other sources to support welfare activities. 

An advertisement was placed in the national press  on 15th June 2018 inviting applications 
.  These are currently being processed and an announcement on funding levels is expected in 
December.  Organisations applying for funding must sign up to a strict set of guidelines, be in 
existence for two years or more, be registered with the Charities Regulator and provide detailed 
accounts.  Organisations with income in excess of €100,000 must submit audited accounts. The 
manner in which any funding awarded to the society mentioned is used by the organisation for 
the protection of animal welfare is a matter for the directors of the group.   My Department do 
not specify how the resources are used internally, therefore I cannot make comment how any 
future funding will be used. 

The past funding to the group is available on my Departments website which can be ac-
cessed through the following link
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https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/animalwelfare/fundingtoanimalwel-
fareorganisations/

ISPCA funding

2015 €310,000

2016 €310,000

2017 €395,000

06/11/2018WRHH05500Land Issues

06/11/2018WRHH05600801. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the reason land (details supplied) has been deemed ineligible; if an oral hearing will be held in 
relation to the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45848/18]

06/11/2018WRHH05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): Further to  the 
reply to written Parliamentary Question number 976 answered on 7th September 2018, a recent 
field visit has now taken place and the Department has restored the eligible area to the claimed 
area of 92.03 hectares. Payment has recently issued to the applicant’s nominated bank account 
on this basis.

06/11/2018WRHH05800Aquaculture Licence Applications

06/11/2018WRHH05900802. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application for an oyster licence by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45849/18]

06/11/2018WRHH06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): My Depart-
ment considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provisions of 
the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable EU legislation. 
The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific and technical advis-
ers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides for a period of public 
consultation.

In addition, the legislation governing aquaculture licensing provides for an appeals mech-
anism. Appeals against licence decisions are a matter for the Aquaculture Licences Appeals 
Board (ALAB) which is an independent statutory body. Full details of the appeals process can 
be obtained at: http://www.alab.ie/appealsprocess/ 

Determinations on these licence applications were made on 5th   October 2018. These de-
terminations are published on my Department’s website and, in addition, the applicant was 
informed in writing. As the statutory appeal period is still active in respect of these applications 
it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the matter at this time.

06/11/2018WRHH06100North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRHH06200803. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45889/18]
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06/11/2018WRHH06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that none of the north south implementing bodies established under the Good 
Friday Agreement are within the remit of my Department. Consequently, my Department has 
not allocated funding to these bodies during 2019.

06/11/2018WRHH06400Poultry Industry

06/11/2018WRHH06500804. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of grant applications under TAMS II in relation to the upgrading or provision of new 
poultry units for turkeys, that is, turkey grow houses; the number of applications approved; 
the additional capacity such grant aid will assist to increase turkey production; the number of 
applications per county; the number of applications approved to date; the number of projects 
completed and grant aid issued in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45927/18]

06/11/2018WRHH06600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Michael Creed): The Pigs and 
Poultry Investment Scheme of TAMS II provides for energy efficiency related investments, 
disease reduction facilities and feed system upgrades in poultry houses. 

The Scheme does not provide for the  provision of new poultry units.

No payments have issued to date to applicants who have indicated turkeys as their produc-
tion units under the eligibility conditions of the Scheme.

06/11/2018WRHH06700Disability Activation Projects

06/11/2018WRHH06800805. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment his views on a project (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44606/18]

06/11/2018WRHH06900Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): In relation to accessibility to Killarney lakes for anglers with 
physical disabilities, I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI)  that there are wheelchair 
hoists and access available on Loughs Lein, Cloonee, Currane and Caragh and these were fa-
cilitated by local angling clubs and interests some time ago. There is also wheelchair access 
available on the rivers Laune and Flesk, and these were again developed by local clubs.    Re-
garding  Lough Fada, the installation of wheelchair and disability access would be welcomed. 
However, in addition to a wheelchair hoist, the boats on this lake would also have to be de-
signed to specifically take all wheelchair types. Research and consultation would first need to 
be undertaken to purchase suitable access and then develop same with local authorities. 

IFI has previously submitted observations in relation to Kerry County Council’s road 
straightening plans in the area adjacent to Lough Fada and had suggested that access and park-
ing could be improved during these works. IFI would be happy to consult and assist the Council 
in the development of such facilities. 

Disabled angling access stand design can be found at https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/An-
gling-Information/accessible-angling-stands.html. These have been developed by IFI in con-
junction with the Irish Wheelchair Association.

I have asked IFI local management to facilitate a meeting with the project proposer to assess 
the technical aspects of the proposal and I am happy to investigate funding possibilities with a 
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view to delivering on same.

06/11/2018WRHH07000National Broadband Plan Expenditure

06/11/2018WRHH07100806. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount that has been provided for in the capital estimates for 2019, 2020 
and 2021 for the roll out of the National Broadband Plan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45528/18]

06/11/2018WRHH07200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): With regard to the capital budget for 2019, funding for the NBP will be provided 
from within the overall funding envelope of €87 million for the Communications Programme 
in Budget 2019, with individual programme allocations still to be finalised and published in the 
Revised Estimates for Public Services.     Specific funding allocations for 2020 and 2021 will 
be determined as part of the estimates processes for those years.

06/11/2018WRJJ00200Renewable Energy Generation Targets

06/11/2018WRJJ00300807. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his views on a report (details supplied) recently published which outlines a policy 
trajectory in which Ireland could achieve a 70% renewable electricity share by 2030, which 
includes offshore wind and solar; his further views on whether the wind energy guidelines are a 
potential barrier to the achievement of this goal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45619/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has the lead role in developing Ireland’s first National Energy and 
Climate Plan (NECP), covering the period 2021-2030. The NECP will include trajectories for 
renewable energy (including renewable electricity ambitions), energy efficiency, and national 
emissions, as well as the measures required to achieve these trajectories.    The Plan will contain 
the policies and measures proposed to reach our 2030 energy and climate goals. The first draft is 
due for submission to the European Commission by 31 December 2018, with the final version 
due by 31 December 2019. Energy and Climate Change modelling work to look at energy and 
climate policy options out to 2030 will underpin the development of the draft NECP, in par-
ticular on identifying cost effective, yet realistic solutions that will contribute to realising our 
national greenhouse gas emissions, renewable energy and energy efficiency ambitions.

The high level design of the new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) was ap-
proved by Government in July 2018 and it is expected that the first renewable electricity auc-
tions will take place under RESS in 2019. The RESS has been designed to deliver Ireland’s con-
tribution towards an EU-wide renewable energy target of 32% out to 2030, within a competitive 
auction-based, cost effective framework. The scheme will provide for a renewable electricity 
(RES-E) ambition of up to a maximum of 55% by 2030 subject to determining the cost effective 
level which will be set out in the NECP.

Technology diversity, including solar PV and offshore wind, will occur naturally as the 
scheme matures and certain intervention levers may be used within each auction round to pro-
mote certain policy objectives such as community participation, community ownership and 
diversifying the renewable energy mix.

In developing and expanding renewable energy support schemes, a careful balance must be 
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struck between the subsidy to renewable generators and the additional costs to pay for these 
schemes that are transferred to electricity bill payers. 

My officials are aware of the report referenced and the assumptions behind reaching a 70% 
RES-E share . It is particularly relevant to consider this report in the context of private sector 
funding of renewable energy. In addition to the RESS, my Department has been working close-
ly with industry to encourage corporate contracting for renewable electricity, which is expected 
to play a critical role in delivering on  Ireland’s renewable electricity future and driving down 
consumer costs. 

It is critical that the revisions to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines are adopted in 
advance of the first RESS auction taking place. The revised Guidelines, which are subject to 
Strategic Environmental Assessment, will provide greater clarity and certainty in relation to 
wind energy development and to strengthen public acceptance of further construction of on-
shore wind projects, protect local communities and address their genuine concerns particularly 
around noise, setback distances and shadow flicker. The Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government has the lead on the Guidelines and I understand they aim to go to public 
consultation before the end of the year.

06/11/2018WRJJ00500Environmental Protection Agency Licences

06/11/2018WRJJ00600808. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason there are no time limits for the Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, 
to process environmental licence applications; and his plans to change this and introduce strict 
time limits. [45687/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ00700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The time taken by the EPA to process an application for a license varies depending 
on a range of circumstances and factors, including the nature and complexity of the activity/
installation and the quality of the information submitted.  In respect of Industrial Emissions 
(IE) and Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) licence applications, which are issued under the 
Environmental Protection Act 1992 (as amended), once the Agency has received an application 
that fully complies with statutory requirements, it has a statutory period of 8 weeks to issue a 
Proposed Determination (PD). Following the publication of the PD, there is further period of 28 
days within which objections may be made.  If there are no objections, the Agency can issue a 
Final Determination (FD).  If objections are received, or a request for an oral hearing is made, 
the Agency has a further maximum 4 months statutory deadline before a FD must be issued.  

In respect of waste licence applications, which are issued under the Waste Management 
Act 1996 (as amended), the licensing procedure is a necessarily detailed process. Once an ap-
plication is made to the EPA, the Agency completes an assessment of the application and sub-
missions on the application. Once the Agency has acknowledged the application as complete, 
the inspector assessing the application prepares a report detailing all relevant aspects of the 
application, and also prepares a proposed licence, taking into account any written submissions 
received. The Board of the Agency then makes a PD on the licence application. It is vital, to 
ensure statutory compliance, that  each application is subject to the appropriate analysis, scru-
tiny and appraisal. This is essential to maintain the appropriate levels of control to ensure that 
waste is disposed of without endangering human health and also without using environmentally 
harmful processes and methods.

Further information on the licensing processes can be found on the EPA website at:
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http://www.epa.ie/licensing/ and https://www.epa.ie/radiation/lic/needtoknow/

06/11/2018WRJJ00800Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRJJ00900809. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason 0.4 miles along a route was left without fibre during a recent installa-
tion by a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44612/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ01000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the High Speed 
Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The 
AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the NBP 
and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.     The procurement process to appoint 
a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the final stage, with evaluation ongoing 
of the final tender submission received on 18 September. The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter 
Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP procurement to review the process. Mr. 
Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment. This review is taking place in parallel with the evaluation being car-
ried out by the Department’s procurement team on the final tender. 

The premises referenced in the Deputy’s question lie close to an ongoing private com-
mercial rollout of high speed broadband.  eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is 
an entirely commercial undertaking, and not part of the planned State Intervention network. 
Although the deployment is monitored under the terms of a Commitment Agreement signed 
between the company and my Department, it is not funded by the State and it is not planned, 
designed or directed by my Department in any capacity.  

The selection of what premises are to be served under eir’s deployment is an internal and 
commercial decision for that company. My Department has no statutory authority or function 
to intervene in the company’s commercial decisions, nor in any decisions relating to the roll out 
and siting of infrastructure throughout Ireland by service providers operating in a liberalised 
market. 

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements. 

06/11/2018WRJJ01100Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRJJ01200810. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when phone lines will be upgraded for the roll-out of high-speed broadband in an 
area (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44650/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ01300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the High Speed 
Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The 
AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the NBP 
and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.     The procurement process to appoint 
a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the final stage, with evaluation ongoing 
of the final tender submission received on 18 September. The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter 
Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP procurement to review the process. Mr. 
Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as Minister for Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment. This review is taking place in parallel with the evaluation being car-
ried out by the Department’s procurement team on the final tender.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements. 

06/11/2018WRJJ01400Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

06/11/2018WRJJ01500811. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if the extension of the concession agreement for the metropolitan area networks 
was discussed by his predecessor with representatives of a company (details supplied) in the 
context of discussions surrounding the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44698/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): A detailed review of the MAN’s was undertaken in 2016 to consider whether to ex-
tend the existing agreements or retender for a new concessionaire at the end of the term of the 
Concession Agreements.  Subsequently, an external review by Norcontel proposed that the pre-
ferred option, based on the analysis, was to extend the current concession agreements.  In 2017, 
in compliance with EU and national procurement regulations and informed by legal advice and 
the advice of Norcontel, both Concession Agreements were extended to 2030 in line with the 
provisions of the Concession Agreements.     The Concession Agreements each provided for 
an option to extend the term of the agreements for up to a maximum period of 10 years.  The 
extension provides certainty to service providers in the market, and ensures that the MANs fibre 
networks will continue to play a key role in the delivery of telecommunications services in the 
regions during a dynamic period in the wider market.

I am informed that my Department has no record of discussions between former Minister 
Naughten and representatives of the company referred to by the Deputy in relation to the exten-
sion of the concession agreement for the Metropolitan Area Networks in the context of discus-
sions surrounding the National Broadband Plan.

06/11/2018WRJJ01700Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

06/11/2018WRJJ01800812. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the process by which the extension of the concession agreement for the metro-
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politan area networks, MANs, was decided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44699/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ01900824. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the date on which the next review of the agreements will be undertaken in 
view of the fact that in March 2017, following detailed consideration of the available options, 
both concession agreements regarding MANs were extended to 2030; if there is an optional 
extension to the agreement and-or contract by either party to extend the existing agreement 
beyond 2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45002/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ02000856. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the concession agreements that will co-terminate in 2030 in line with the 
relevant contractual provisions regarding the management of the MANs; the cost involved in 
the extension of the concession agreements; the amount that the agreements are worth from the 
date on which they came into existence until they expire; if there are options by either party to 
extend the agreements beyond 2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45543/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ02100863. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the estimated net benefit to the State from the reduction of the clawback pe-
riod from ten to five years regarding clawback provisions due at the expiry of the management 
services entity, MSE, concession agreements I and II in 2030; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45784/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 812, 824, 856 and 863 together.

In considering whether to extend the existing agreements or retender for a new concession-
aire at the end of the term of the Concession Agreements, a detailed review of the MAN’s was 
undertaken in 2016.  Subsequently, an external review by Norcontel proposed that the preferred 
option, based on the analysis, was to extend the current concession agreements to co-terminate 
in 2030.  In March 2017, in compliance with EU and national procurement regulations and 
informed by legal advice and the advice of Norcontel, both Concession Agreements were ex-
tended to 2030 in line with the provisions of the Concession Agreements which provided for an 
option to extend the term of the agreements for up to a maximum period of 10 years.  The exten-
sion provides certainty to telecommunications service providers in the market, and ensures that 
the MANs fibre networks will continue to play a key role in the delivery of telecommunications 
services in the regions during a dynamic period in the wider market.

The Concession Agreements have been extended to co-terminate in 2030, as recommended 
by Norcontel and a decision will be taken in advance of this date on the State’s future role in 
the MAN’s. The current Agreements cannot be extended beyond March 2030. The costs of the 
extension of the concession agreements amounted to €28,228 in respect of the external consul-
tant’s report in addition to internal departmental costs. 

Enet do not receive any payments in respect of the 28 Phase I MANs.  In recognition of the 
challenges posed in terms of commercialising and maintaining the MANs located in Phase II 
towns, Enet received €1.2million in management fees per annum up to June 2018. Enet will 
not receive any further management fees with effect from June 2018. However, the company is 
compensated for the cost of care and maintenance of a number of the Phase II MANs and this 
will continue up until 2024. 

Enet has invested over €31million of its own funds to date in maintaining, commercialising 
and enhancing the MANs assets. The MANs and enhancements to the MAN’s remain in the 
ownership of the State. The overall fibre footprint of the MANs has increased by over 30% and 
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the State has received approximately €8.5 million to date in revenue share payments under the 
Concession Agreements.

New clawback arrangements in respect of enhancements to the MANs under the MSE I 
Concession Agreement were agreed with the concessionaire on 15 March 2017.  The clawback 
period was reduced from the final ten years to the final five years of the Concession Agreement 
which is due to expire in March 2030.  There were no changes made to clawback provisions in 
the MSE II Concession Agreement. The purpose of the clawback arrangements is to incentivise 
ongoing enhancement of the MANs infrastructure by the concessionaire in the final years of 
the MSE Agreement.  Payments under the clawback provisions will fall due at the expiry of the 
MSE I Agreement in 2030, and it is expected there will be a benefit to the State from the reduc-
tion of the clawback period from ten to five years. The actual net benefit to the State will be 
determined by the actual enhancement expenditure by enet in the last 5 years of the contract as 
agreed by the Department under the terms of the MSE II Concession Agreement.  It would not 
be appropriate to give an estimated monetary figure as this is commercially sensitive. 

06/11/2018WRJJ02300Climate Change Policy

06/11/2018WRJJ02400813. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his plans to achieve carbon emissions targets for 2020 and 2030 follow-
ing the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report; his preferred level of carbon tax 
over the next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44713/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ02500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Addressing climate change, whether through decarbonisation of our economy, or pre-
paring to adapt to the impacts of climate change, is one of the most significant challenges facing 
this country. The publication on 8 October of the Special Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) on the impacts of global warming of 1.5⁰C confirms the absolute 
urgency of achieving deep cuts in our greenhouse gas emissions over the coming decades.    The 
Government has responded to this challenge by putting in place a strong policy framework 
underpinned by significant investment plans in climate action. Ireland’s own long-term vision 
of a low-carbon and climate resilient economy, set out in the 2014 National Policy Position on 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development, commits to:

- an aggregate reduction in carbon dioxide emissions of at least 80% (compared to 1990 
levels) by 2050 across the electricity generation, built environment and transport sectors, and

- in parallel, an approach to carbon neutrality in the agriculture and land-use sector, includ-
ing forestry, which does not compromise capacity for sustainable food production.

The National Policy Position will be further elaborated in a new long-term low emissions 
strategy which must be prepared by the start of 2020, addressing long-term greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions to 2050. I intend that this long-term strategy will further elaborate sectoral 
pathways for Ireland to meet its long-term decarbonisation objectives to 2050, as set out in the 
National Policy Position. In light of the IPCC’s conclusions, our current 2050 decarbonisation 
objectives must now be seen as the absolute minimum necessary for Ireland to contribute ef-
fectively to the Paris Agreement objectives.

Ireland’s National Mitigation Plan (NMP), published in 2017, sets out the sectoral policy 
measures required in order to manage Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions at a level appropri-
ate for making progress towards our long-term national transition objective, as well as taking 
into account our EU and international obligations. Although this first Plan does not provide a 
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complete roadmap to achieve our national transition objective to 2050, it begins the process of 
development of medium- to long-term options to ensure that we are well positioned to take the 
necessary actions in the next and future decades. 

Building on the National Mitigation Plan, the publication in February 2018 of the National 
Development Plan 2018 - 2027 (NDP), will lead to a significant step change in funding avail-
able for climate action over the next decade. Almost €22 billion will be directed, between Ex-
chequer and non-Exchequer resources, to addressing the transition to a low-carbon and climate 
resilient society. In addition, the NDP allocated a further €8.6 billion for investments in sustain-
able mobility. This means that well over €1 in €5 spent under the National Development Plan 
(NDP) will be on climate action and this capital investment will enable us to deliver a signifi-
cant reduction in our greenhouse gas emissions over the period to 2030.

My Department is also working closely with other relevant Departments and Agencies on 
the preparation of a National Energy and Climate Plan. 

Finally, I welcome the commitment shown by my colleague the Minister for Finance in his 
Budget statement that he intends to put in place a long-term trajectory for Carbon Tax increases 
out to 2030 in line with the recommendations of both the Climate Change Advisory Council and 
the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action. 

06/11/2018WRJJ02600National Broadband Plan Implementation

06/11/2018WRJJ02700814. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment his priorities for the full roll-out of broadband under the national broad-
band plan; the stake in a company (details supplied) held by national agencies and the State; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44714/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ02800815. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the tendering process for the roll-out of high-speed broadband to more 
than 540,000 rural homes and businesses; if State agencies will be tasked with delivering this 
vital national infrastructure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44715/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ02900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 814 and 815 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband access (mini-
mum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  The NBP has 
been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector.  In 2012, less than 700,000, 
or 30% of all 2.3 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband.  When this Gov-
ernment came into office this had risen to 52%.  Today, 74% of premises can access high speed 
broadband. This is being achieved via a combination of commercial investment and a State led 
intervention.

The State led intervention will bring high speed broadband to some 540,000 premises 
around Ireland.

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 Septem-
ber. The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP 
procurement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me 
as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place 
in parallel with the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the 
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final tender.

The State does not own a shareholding in enet.  I understand that the Irish Infrastructure 
Fund controls enet through a special purpose investment vehicle ‘Speed Fibre DAC’.  The Irish 
Infrastructure Fund was established by Irish Life Investment Managers (ILIM) as an invest-
ment fund to provide long term investors with a financial return  by investing in infrastructure 
assets which underpin the Irish economy.  The Irish Infrastructure Fund has a number of inves-
tors one of which is the Irish Strategic Investment Fund (“ISIF”) (previously the National Pen-
sions Reserve Fund).

06/11/2018WRJJ03100Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRJJ03200816. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when a number of residences (details supplied) will be connected to the fibre optic 
roll-out plan in County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44732/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ03300821. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his attention has been drawn to households on the L7031 in Stradbally, County 
Waterford, that have been excluded from the fibre optic roll-out scheme which is under contract 
from his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44903/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ03400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 816 and 821 together.

The premises referred to by the Deputies are in an AMBER area on the High Speed Broad-
band Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie.   The 
AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the NBP 
and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.  

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 September. 
The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP pro-
curement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place in 
parallel with the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the 
final tender.

The premises referenced in the Questions lie close to an ongoing private commercial roll 
out of high speed broadband.  eir’s rural investment in high speed broadband is an entirely 
commercial undertaking, and not part of the planned State Intervention network. Although the 
deployment is monitored under the terms of a Commitment Agreement signed between the 
company and my Department, it is not funded by the State and it is not planned or directed by 
my Department in any capacity.  

The selection of what premises are to be served under eir’s deployment is an internal and 
commercial decision for that company. My Department has no statutory authority or function 
to intervene in the company’s commercial decisions, nor in any decisions relating to the roll out 
and siting of infrastructure throughout Ireland by service providers operating in a liberalised 
market

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
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and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements. 

06/11/2018WRJJ03500Biofuel Obligation Scheme Implementation

06/11/2018WRJJ03600817. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if the introduction of incentives to encourage the use of biofuels will be considered; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44764/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Biofuels Obligation Scheme, administered by the National Oil Reserves Agency, 
is the principal support for the uptake of biofuels in Ireland. The scheme was introduced in 2010 
and requires suppliers of road transport fuel to ensure that biofuels make up a certain percentage 
of annual fuel sales.  It is a certificate based scheme with two certificates awarded per litre of 
sustainable biofuel if that biofuel is produced from wastes or residues and one certificate per li-
tre for all other sustainable biofuels.   For each calendar year, a fuel supplier must hold sufficient 
biofuel obligation certificates to demonstrate compliance.  The number of certificates required 
is determined by the biofuel obligation rate, which is currently set at 8%.  This means that at the 
end of 2018, a fuel supplier must hold 8 biofuel certificates for every 92 litres of fossil fuel they 
place on the road transport fuel market this year. 

In 2017 the Biofuels Obligation Scheme resulted in over 225 million litres of biofuel being 
placed on the market in Ireland leading to over 7% renewable energy use in the transport sector 
compared to the 10% target for 2020 under the Renewable Energy Directive.

In April 2018, a Policy Statement on the Biofuel Obligation Scheme was published which 
set out six key actions that will be undertaken in the development of the scheme. This included 
an increase in the biofuel obligation rate to 10% by volume from 1 January 2019 and 11% by 
volume from 1 January 2020. 

The first of these changes has been enacted by S.I. No. 169 of 2018. A draft Statutory In-
strument will be published on my Department’s website in relation to the increase to 11% from 
2020. It is my intention that this legislation will be enacted early next year.   

06/11/2018WRJJ03800Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRJJ03900818. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he, his departmental officials and or his ministerial predecessors have met 
companies and an organisation (details supplied) and-or representatives of same in the past 
three years to date; if so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44771/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ04000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In reply to Question No. 248 of 18 October 2018, I provided a schedule of meet-
ings between my Department and enet dating from October 2016 which included meetings 
relating to the NBP and the Metropolitan Area Networks.  The Department of Communications, 
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Climate Action and Environment has a broad remit and is responsible for communications, 
broadcasting, postal services, energy, natural resources, climate change, waste management, air 
quality and environmental policy.  The day-to-day functions of the Department in carrying out 
its remit, therefore, involve engagement with a broad range of stakeholders. 

The NBP procurement process is being conducted as a “Competitive Dialogue” process 
which, by its nature, has involved a significant level of interaction with each of the bidders 
that participated in that process. This includes more than 230 meetings between the NBP Pro-
curement Team and representatives of the Granahan McCourt led consortium, which includes 
representatives of enet, since the Competitive Dialogue process commenced in July 2016. As 
these meetings form part of an ongoing procurement process it is not proposed to publish fur-
ther details at this time. I have not been involved in any of those meetings nor, my Department 
informs me, was former Minister Naughten.

enet is also the Management Services Entity for the State owned Metropolitan Area Net-
works. As the Contracting Authority’s Representative and in accordance with best practice in 
Contract Governance, my Department meets with enet on a routine basis on operational and ad-
ministrative matters affecting the MANs as they arise. I will provide a schedule to the Deputy as 
soon as possible, of meetings between enet and senior officials in my Department, covering the 
period November 2015 to October 2016. I can confirm at this time that my predecessor Deputy 
Naughten and officials met with enet representatives on one occasion during that period, with 
the meeting taking place on 20 July 2016.

My Department and the Department of Rural and Community Development hold quarterly 
meetings with each of the organisations responsible for the delivery of actions arising out of the 
2016 Report of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, in order to obtain an update and 
prepare quarterly progress reports on the actions. enet is also part of the industry group Telecom-
munications Internet Federation (TIF) that meets collectively with the Departmental officials 
in relation to their specific commitments under the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
report.  The type of actions for delivery by the telecommunications operators include identify-
ing, in consultation with Local Authorities, optimal locations for additional infrastructure to 
improve coverage; providing greater transparency of mobile phone contract costs for custom-
ers; and reporting on activities undertaken to optimise the performance of their networks. Dis-
cussions arising at such meetings between the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce and TIF 
inform regular quarterly progress reports, which are published on my Department’s website and 
that of DRCD. The minutes of meetings of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce Imple-
mentation Group are also published on both Departments’ websites.

With regards to the Irish Infrastructure Fund, officials from my Department advise of two 
meetings in August of this year with a representative of AMP Capital (subsidiary of AMP Lim-
ited, a company listed on the Australian Securities Exchange) who acts as the investment advi-
sor to the Irish Infrastructure Fund (IIF) and manages it’s investment portfolio)  . 

06/11/2018WRJJ04100Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRJJ04200819. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his De-
partment in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44854/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ04300820. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in 
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tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44872/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 819 and 820 together.

My Department has carried out a number of public and industry/stakeholder consultations 
in the last 10 years from 2009 to date this year in line with statutory and other requirements.

Details of the consultations are outlined in tabular form below:

Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
To invite interested parties 
to submit their views on the 
Interim Report of the Post 
Office Network Business 
Development Group. The 
consultation assisted the 
Group in identifying op-
portunities that could benefit 
the post office network and 
inform the Group’s final re-
port which was subsequently 
published in January 2016.

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

National Energy & Climate 
Plan

2018 No – consultation on-going 

Clean Energy Package 2017 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Energy White Paper 2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

2nd National Implementa-
tion Report of the UNECE 
Aarhus Convention

2016 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

2nd Pollutant Release and 
Transfer Register  (PRTR) 
National Implementation 
Report 

2016 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Access to Justice & Imple-
mentation of Article 9 of the 
Aarhus Convention

2014 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

1st National Implementa-
tion Report of the UNECE 
Aarhus Convention 

2013 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

1st Pollutant Release and 
Transfer Register  (PRTR) 
National Implementation 
Report 

2013 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Industrial Emissions Direc-
tive

2012 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Transposition of Basic 
Safety Standards Directive

2017 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE
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Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
Clean Air Strategy 2017 Stored electronically or in 

hard copy in DCCAE de-
pending on the format of the 
submission. 

Medium Combustion Plants 2018 Stored electronically or in 
hard copy in DCCAE de-
pending on the format of the 
submission. 

Consultation on develop-
ment of National Adaptation 
Framework

2016 Published on the D/Housing 
website but since archived

Consultation on draft Na-
tional Adaptation Frame-
work

2017 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Draft order - Increase to 
Biofuel Obligation rate con-
sultation

2018 Stored electronically or in 
hard copy in DCCAE de-
pending on the format of the 
submission. 

Public Consultation on the 
Biofuel Obligation Rate 
Scheme

2017/2018 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Public Consultation on the 
Biofuel Obligation Rate 
Scheme 

2016 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Public Consultation Regard-
ing a Proposed Increase of 
the Biofuel Obligation Rate

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Draft order - Biofuel Obliga-
tion Rate Increase

2012 Stored electronically or in 
hard copy in DCCAE de-
pending on the format of the 
submission. 

Consultation Regarding a 
Proposed Increase of the 
Biofuel Obligation Rate

2012 Stored electronically or in 
hard copy in DCCAE de-
pending on the format of the 
submission. 

Stakeholder Consultation 
on the national BioEnergy 
Strategy

2013 Stored electronically or in 
hard copy in DCCAE de-
pending on the format of the 
submission. 

Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
Public Consultation on the 
Network and Information 
Security Directive

2016 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Public Service Broadcasting 
Charge review

2013 Published on the DCCAE 
website 
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Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
Review of Events Desig-
nated as Events of Major 
Importance 2009

2009 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Review of Events Desig-
nated as Events of Major 
Importance 2010

2010 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Review of the list of Events 
Designated as Events of 
Major Importance 2014

2014 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Notice of Events intended 
for Designation as Events of 
Major Importance 2015

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Public Consultation: Draft 
National Mitigation Plan, 
Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Environmen-
tal Report and Appropriate 
Assessment Natura Impact 
Statement

2017 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Renewable electricity sup-
port scheme technology 
review

2015 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Renewable electricity sup-
port scheme final stage

2017 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Renewable Heat Incentive 
technology review

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Renewable Heat Incentive 
final stage

2017 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Renewable Electricity 
Policy and Development 
Framework 

2016 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Electricity Support Schemes 
Transitioning to I-SEM

2017 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Draft Guidance on EIS and 
NIS Preparation for Off-
shore Renewable Energy 
Projects

2016 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Draft Guidance on Marine 
Baseline Assessments and 
Monitoring Activities for 
Offshore Renewable Energy 
Projects

2016 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Renewable Energy Feed in 
Tariff (REFIT 3)

2015 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

The Mid-Term review of the 
Offshore Renewable Energy 
Development Plan (OREDP)

2017 Published on the DCCAE 
website 
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Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
Draft National Policy on 
Electricity Interconnection 
in Ireland: Public Consulta-
tion

2018 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Recommendations For Open 
Access Fibre Ducting and 
Interior Cabling for New 
Residential Buildings ⁰ 
Making Homes Fibre Ready

2011 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

National Broadband Plan 
Call for Input

2014 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

National Broadband Plan 
High Speed Map Public 
Consultation

2014 Published on the DCCAE 
website

National Broadband Plan 
Intervention Strategy Public 
Consultation

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Consultation on the Process 
for updating the High Speed 
Broadband Map - pre, dur-
ing and post procurement

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
Consultation on Map and 
Strategic Environmental As-
sessment (SEA) and Appro-
priate Assessment (AA)

2018 Will be published shortly  on 
the DCCAE website

Emergency Call Answering 
Service – ECAS Calls from 
Persons with Disabilities

2009 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Stakeholder engagement 
with Telecommunications 
Service Providers as part of 
the internal Review of the 
Metropolitan Area Networks 
(MANs). 

End 2014/beginning 2015 Stored in hard copy in DC-
CAE

Emergency Call Answering 
Service (ECAS) Industry 
Consultation - Review of the 
ECAS provision.

2016 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Stakeholder Consultation 
on the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals  (SDGs) Na-
tional Implementation Plan 
2018-2020 1

2017 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE
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Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
Stakeholder Consultation 
Workshop on Ireland’s Vol-
untary National Review on 
the SDGs 2

2018 Published on the DCCAE 
website  

Collection of Stakeholder 
observations re the SDGs for 
transmission to the UN High 
Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development in 
July 2018 3

2018 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Collection of  Stakeholders 
views on the National Stake-
holder Forum on SDG’s held 
in June 2018 4

2018 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Asked for Feedback on the 
Terms of Reference for the 
Stakeholder Forum. 5

2018 (Currently on-going 
closing date 30 November 
2018)

Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Public Consultation on a 
Possible Packaging Levy

2011      Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Public Consultation ‘Review 
of the Producer Responsi-
bility Initiative Model in 
Ireland’

2012 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Consultation on the Report 
on Corporate Governance in 
the Producer Responsibility 
Initiative sector in Ireland

2013 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Consultation on the report 
on End of Life Vehicles 
(ELVs) in the Producer Re-
sponsibility Initiative sector 
in Ireland

2014 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Consultation on the report 
on Tyres & Waste Tyres in 
the Producer Responsibility 
Initiative sector in Ireland

2014 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Public Consultation on the 
Report on the Review of the 
PRI Model in Ireland

2014 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

The Regulation of House-
hold Waste collection

2013 Stored electronically in 
DCCAE. The consultation 
document is also available 
on the EPA website

Reorganising Household 
Waste Collection

2011 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Towards a new National 
Waste Policy

2011 Published on the DCCAE 
website 
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Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
Exporting a Resource Op-
portunity – Measures to 
Maximise Resource Effi-
ciency & Jobs in Ireland

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

WEEE Recast Directive 
Transposition in Ireland

2013 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Draft Wild Salmon and Sea 
Trout Tagging Regulations 
2011 for 2012 season. Statu-
tory public consultation.

2011 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Draft Wild Salmon and Sea 
Trout Tagging Regulations 
2012 for 2013 season. Statu-
tory public consultation.

2012 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Draft Wild Salmon and Sea 
Trout Tagging Regulations 
2013 for 2014 season. Statu-
tory public consultation.

2013 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Public Consultation on In-
land Fisheries Legislation

2013 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Draft Wild Salmon and Sea 
Trout Tagging Regulations 
2014 for 2015 season. Statu-
tory public consultation.

2014 Stored electronically in DC-
CAE

Draft Wild Salmon and Sea 
Trout Tagging Regulations 
2015 for 2016 season. Statu-
tory public consultation.

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Draft Wild Salmon and Sea 
Trout Tagging Regulations 
2016 for 2017 season. Statu-
tory public consultation.

2016 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Draft Wild Salmon and Sea 
Trout Tagging Regulations 
2017 for 2018 season. Statu-
tory public consultation.

2017 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Draft Designated Salmonid 
Waters Bye-Law.

2018 Submissions being pro-
cessed for publication

Language Scheme 2018-
2021

2018 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Consultation on Amend-
ments to the Gas Direc-
tive-2009-73

2018 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Regulation of Offshore 
Natural Gas Storage Consul-
tation

2011 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Commercial Sector Survey 
Consultation

2018 Published on the DCCAE 
website 
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Name of Consultation Year (2009 to 2018 to date) Location of submission
Consultation on the En-
ergy Efficiency Obligation 
Scheme 

2016 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Affordable Energy Strategy 
Review Consultation

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Consultation on Implemen-
tation of the Energy Effi-
ciency Directive in Ireland

2013 Published on the DCCAE 
website

2050 Low Carbon Roadmap 
Consultation

2013 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Consultation on Ireland’s 
second National Energy Ef-
ficiency Action Plan (NEE-
AP 2)

2011 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Retrofit Consultation 2010 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

Affordable Energy Consulta-
tion

2010 Published on the DCCAE 
website  

Irish Offshore Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 
- IOSEA 5 

2015 Published on the DCCAE 
website 

IOSEA 4 2010 Yes - initially published on 
the old website and recently 
archived.

IOSEA 4 2011 Yes - initially published on 
the old website and recently 
archived.

IOSEA 4 2012 Yes - initially published on 
the old website and recently 
archived.

Consultation on Spectrum 
Policy Priorities

2014 Yes on the Department’s 
website.

Postcode Implementation 
Support 

2010 Stored electronically and in 
hard copy in DCCAE

1   While this exercise was not a formal public consultation, the views of existing stakehold-
ers were sought prior to the finalisation of the SDG National Implementation Plan 2018-2020.

2  While this exercise was not a formal public consultation, DCCAE did hold a consulta-
tion workshop in relation to the draft Voluntary National Review (VNR) on the SDGs, prior to 
its finalisation. The VNR was presented by Ireland at the 2018 session of the UN High Level 
Political Forum. The consultation workshop was conducted by DCCAE and hosted by the De-
partment of the Taoiseach.

3   While this exercise was not public consultation, DCCAE provided the public with an 
opportunity to register their observations on the SDGs, and their importance to Ireland, through 
an online process on DCCAE’s website. DCCAE transmitted these observations from the pub-
lic to the 2018 session of the UN High Level Political Forum. A copy of the Compendium of 
Stakeholders Inputs was available on the DCCAE website following the HLPF.
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 4  This was not a formal Public Consultation but DCCAE asked all those who attended the 
Stakeholder Forum in June 2018 for feedback on the event. The feedback was analysed and the 
responses were presented at the next Stakeholder forum in October.

 5 This is not a formal Public Consultation but DCCAE asked the Stakeholders for their 
views on the proposed Terms Of Reference for the Stakeholder Forum. This process is currently 
on going as the closing date for replies is the 30th November 2018.

Question No. 821 answered with Question No. 816.

06/11/2018WRJJ04700Renewable Energy Incentives

06/11/2018WRJJ04800822. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment if grants are available for a micro-hydro generator (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44905/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ04900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In July 2018, a new pilot scheme to support micro generation, initially targeting 
domestic self-consumption through a grant scheme for solar PV installation and battery stor-
age was announced. The data gathered during the pilot scheme will inform potential future 
phases of support for micro-generation in Ireland that may be appropriate, as we align with the 
ambition and requirements of the recast Renewable Energy Directive (RED) that recognises 
the rights, entitlements and obligations of renewable self-consumers. The Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland (SEAI) has structured this grant support based on detailed analysis of 
costs and willingness to pay research, and the grant level (30-35% overall installation costs) is 
in line with other grants offered by the SEAI.    The scheme will be subject to a six month re-
view which will examine the uptake and the level of the grant, assess the costs associated with 
relevant technologies and explore opportunities for broadening the scheme as appropriate. The 
objective of the pilot scheme is to help build a sustainable, enduring micro generation sector in 
Ireland including setting appropriate safety and qualification standards for the industry.

Micro generation, including micro hydro technology, was appraised as part of the Renew-
able Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) economic assessment. The analysis identified a num-
ber of challenges that may need to be addressed before a financial support scheme (payment) 
for micro generation can be developed. These include a reform of network charges, an assess-
ment of the distributional impact of such a policy decision on the PSO (cost burden sharing), 
and development of a fair tariff for exported electricity taking the benefits of self-consumption 
into account. This approach is in line with experience from other EU member states who have 
attempted to introduce supports for micro generation.

While I have no statutory function in the matter, I am aware that since February 2009 Elec-
tric Ireland had offered a feed-in tariff on a commercial basis to domestic micro generators, 
although they subsequently decided to close the scheme to new entrants from the end of 2014. 
More recently, Electric Ireland extended the tariff to their existing customers until the end of 
2018. To date, no other electricity supplier has chosen to provide such a tariff, to either domes-
tic or commercial customers, although they have been invited to do so by the  Commission for 
Regulation of Utilities (CRU). Data provided by Electric Ireland indicates that there are cur-
rently 8 micro hydro sites still contracted under this scheme.      

Finally, projects utilising micro hydro technology (as part of a wider project application)  are 
eligible to submit for funding under the SEAI-led Better Energy Communities scheme, details 
of which can be found here
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06/11/2018WRJJ05000Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan

06/11/2018WRJJ05100823. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the amount of funding received to date by all involved in a collaborative 
ocean energy project (details supplied); the amount of funding received from outside the State; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44929/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ05200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The WestWave project is a collaborative ocean energy project led by the ESB with the 
objective of accelerating the development of the ocean energy sector in Ireland. ESB is working 
with a number of wave energy project developers to realise this 5MW project.    Since 2003, the 
project has received exchequer funding of almost €780,000 including funding provided since 
2009 from the Prototype Development Fund. This main focus of the Prototype Development 
Fund is to stimulate the development and deployment of ocean energy devices and systems. 
This funding has supported the overall objective of the WestWave project to demonstrate that 
wave energy projects can be designed, consented, developed and operated in Ireland, ultimately 
producing electricity to the grid. The WestWave project has established a site for a generic pre-
commercial wave project off the west coast of Ireland, in Killard, Co. Clare. 

The Westwave project had previously secured a funding commitment in principle from 
the NER 300 programme in July 2014. The NER 300 programme was so-called because it is 
funded from the sale of 300 million emission allowances from the new entrants’ reserve (NER) 
set up for the third phase of the EU emissions trading system (EU ETS). One of the conditions 
of the NER 300 programme was that projects must enter into operation within four years of the 
funding award. With the entry into operation they would start generating renewable energy. The 
date of entry into operation of individual projects was to take place between 2015 and 2018. 
However with wave and tidal energy being still at the research, development and demonstration 
stage globally the condition in relation to operational timelines has proved not appropriate for 
this project. Much more research is required to bring wave energy technology to commercial 
viability. Consequently it has not yet been possible to confirm a date for a final investment deci-
sion or operation. I am advised that the earliest date for operation based on the current view of 
technology is 2025. I am further advised that the project has to date received no funding from 
outside the state.

It is imperative that the technical solution chosen would be appropriate for the energetic 
wave conditions on the west coast of Ireland.

Question No. 824 answered with Question No. 812.

06/11/2018WRJJ05400Inland Fisheries

06/11/2018WRJJ05500825. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason a person (details supplied) is ineligible for the eel hardship fund; his 
plans for redress for this class of eel fisherman; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45032/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ05600Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment (Deputy Seán Canney): A Support Fund of €3 million has been established by the 
Government to address the hardship experienced by commercial eel fishermen and women in 
the light of the closure of the commercial eel fishery for conservation reasons. The fund is ad-
ministered by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI).     The fund is available to all persons who were 
the holder of a commercial public eel licence or an eel fishing permit from the E.S.B. in the 
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2007 season (the base year). The 5 reckonable years for payments under the scheme are 2003-
2007. In respect of former fishermen and women who were the holder of a licence or permit 
in the base year, payment will involve a tax free element for each of the 5 reckonable years for 
which the applicant was a licence or permit holder and a taxable element based on the average 
annual catch of the applicant during the reckonable years.

Based on the scheme criteria, the eligibility of the person referred to by the Deputy as hav-
ing held a permit to fish for eels can be definitively established on receipt of an application and 
the submission of supporting documents.  

The scheme is currently open for applications which must be received by 5.00pm 30 No-
vember 2018. An application form and detailed information on the scheme can be obtained 
from any IFI Office or by downloading the relevant documentation from the IFI website www.
fisheriesireland.ie.

06/11/2018WRJJ05700Inland Fisheries

06/11/2018WRJJ05800826. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to review the cessation of eel fishing here; if the matter will be revisited 
in the future on the basis of a review of increasing stock; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45033/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ05900827. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment his plans to increase the budget for the eel hardship fund based on demand; if 
there is scope to increase funding in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45034/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ06000834. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment if he will review the eel hardship fund administration to take into account that those 
with more than one licence were affected more detrimentally than those with just one licence in 
view of the fact that only one payment per fisher can be received; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45309/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ06100Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 826, 827 and 834 together.

Ireland’s Eel Management Plan (EMP) was accepted by the EU in 2009 under the EU Eel 
Regulation 1100/2007. The measures in the Management Plan, including the cessation of com-
mercial fishing, was comprehensively reviewed in 2012, 2015 and again this year.  The reviews 
included scientific assessments from the independent Standing Scientific Committee for eels 
comprising scientists from a range of organisations in Ireland and Northern Ireland.

My Department has also provided funding for IFI for a new collaborative research initia-
tive involving IFI scientists and a number of former eel fishermen to further develop national 
knowledge of the species and its medium to longer term potential for recovery. This scientific 
fishery was commenced in 2016 for a period of three years.

The latest advice from the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES) is 
that “the status of eel remains critical and that all anthropogenic mortality (e.g. recreational and 
commercial fishing, hydropower, pumping stations, and pollution) affecting production and 
escapement of silver eels should be reduced to – or kept as close to – zero as possible”.   The 
European Eel remains on the United Nations red list of critically endangered species
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Against this background, the Government has introduced a scheme to provide a level of res-
titution payment to former eel fishermen and women following consultation with the European 
Commission and advice from the Revenue Commissioners. 

Fishing for eel was by way of public licence and there is no property right attaching to such 
public licences. Consequently, the issue of “compensation” is not relevant or appropriate. 

As part of the consultations, enquiries were made as regards the possibility of EU funding 
and it was made clear that EU funding for such a measure would not be made available.   In 
that context, and to provide some measure of support, Exchequer funding was secured, to be 
disbursed over a 3 year period, to qualifying former holders of a licence or permit to fish for eel.  
It is important to note that this funding was secured against a background of a large number of 
competing interests for public funding from all sectors in the State.  Funding has been provided 
to my Department for each of the years 2018-2020 and can only be disbursed on this basis.

To qualify for the funding, former fishermen and women have to have held a State public 
licence or an ESB permit in the base year 2007.  The payment elements are calculated over the 5 
reckonable years 2003 -2007.  Payments to those former fishermen and women who qualify on 
foot of being a licence or permit holder in the base year will be made in respect of two elements:

1. The first element is payment on the basis that a qualifying applicant was the holder of 
either a State fishing licence or an ESB permit.  It is not in respect of each licence or permit 
held.  This element is tax free and payment will be made in respect of each year in the period 
2003-2007 that the applicant was a licence or permit holder.  Payments are weighted towards 
the earlier years to facilitate former fishermen and women with the longest track record of being 
a licensee or permit holder.

2. The second element is based on average annual catch over the period 2003-2007 based on 
the catches declared by each individual applicant in these years.

06/11/2018WRJJ06300Energy Production

06/11/2018WRJJ06400828. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the percentage of the ESB’s energy needs that come from peat; the way in 
which this will be replaced over the next year, five and ten years, respectively; the percentage 
of the ESB’s energy needs that comes from oil; the percentage that comes from other sources; 
the sources of same; the percentage of electricity nationally generated from renewable energy; 
the size of the subsidy for renewable energy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45177/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ06500Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) develop and maintain compre-
hensive national and sectoral statistics for energy production.  They have compiled the figures 
for overall share of electricity generated (in 2017) by energy source (across all generators) 
which is set out in Table 1 below:

Table

Fuel source Electricity generated share
Coal 11.9%
Peat 7.1%
Oil 0.5%
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Fuel source Electricity generated share
Natural Gas 51.1%
Renewables 28.9% (30.1% normalised)
Wastes (NR) 0.5%
The renewable electricity generated was sourced mainly from wind, hydro, biomass, biogas 

with a small amount of solar.  

Details in relation to All-Island electricity system demand and fuel mix are publicly avail-
able on the EirGrid website at 

http://www.eirgridgroup.com/. This includes information on the number, type and generat-
ing capacity of plants on the system. 

EirGrid’s report titled “All-Island Generation Capacity Statement” (Pages 12 and 13) gives 
details of the fuel mix (2017) from different energy sources for both Ireland and Northern Ire-
land.

In regard to the projected electricity needed for the next five and ten years EirGrid have 
projected a number of scenarios in the publication titled “Tomorrow’s Energy Scenarios 2017 
– Planning our Energy Future” (July 2017). 

The Public Service Obligation Levy (PSO) is calculated by the Commission for Regulation 
of Utilities (CRU) and has been in place since 2001. The PSO levy consists of a set of support 
schemes designed to facilitate national electricity policy objectives for renewables, indigenous 
fuels and security of supply.  

Following publication of the CRU’s proposed decision paper on the PSO levy for 2018/19 
(CRU/18/106) (available at www.cru.ie), the Regulator has updated the benchmark price fore-
cast and completed its review of PSO cost submissions. As a result, the CRU’s revised calcula-
tion is that a PSO levy of €209.19 million will be required for the 2018/19 PSO period, which 
represents a decrease of €262.71 million (56%) on the 2017/18 levy of €471.9 million. The 
renewable proportion of this is €144.79 million. 

06/11/2018WRJJ06600Departmental Projects

06/11/2018WRJJ06700829. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s 
remit to build or renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; 
the year in which it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the 
projects since construction; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45195/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ06800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): There has been no work undertaken by my Department directly with the company 
referred to in the Deputy’s question over the past ten years.    In relation to the agencies op-
erating under the aegis of my Department, the information sought is an operational matter for 
each agency. As such, I will request the relevant bodies to reply directly to the Deputy with the 
information requested in respect of their organisation.

06/11/2018WRJJ06900Energy Resources
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06/11/2018WRJJ07000830. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the situation in relation to coal supplies for Moneypoint power station originating 
in a mine (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45211/18]

06/11/2018WRJJ07100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Matters relating to the procurement of fuel for the operation of ESB facilities are an 
operational matter for the Board and management of ESB and not ones in which I, as Minister, 
have any statutory function.

06/11/2018WRKK00200Waste Tyre Disposal

06/11/2018WRKK00300831. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment further to Parliamentary Question No. 544 of 23 October 2018, if additional fund-
ing will be provided for the initiative in 2018 in view of its success to date and the need to 
expand the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45218/18]

06/11/2018WRKK00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As indicated in the reply given in Question no. 544 of 23 October 2018, €700,000 
was made available as a once-off measure to remove old tyres from farms.  This funding has 
been fully expended.  A review of this measure will be undertaken before any further decisions 
are made. However, I will be mindful in my review to ensure that any further collections do 
not  undermine the end of life tyres compliance scheme which has been successfully operating 
since 1 October 2017. 

06/11/2018WRKK00500Public Service Obligation Levy Yield

06/11/2018WRKK00600832. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the funds raised through the public service obligation levy on electricity custom-
ers for the period October 2017 to September 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45290/18]

06/11/2018WRKK00700833. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the funds provided for the generation of electricity from peat within the 2017-
2018 public service obligation levy for electricity customers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [45291/18]

06/11/2018WRKK00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 832 and 833 together.

 The PSO levy has been in place since 2001, and consists of a set of support schemes de-
signed to facilitate national electricity policy objectives for renewables, indigenous fuels and 
security of supply.  

The PSO levy is a charge on all electricity customers without exception. The legal basis 
for the levy and its method of calculation are set out in regulations made under the Electricity 
Regulation Act 1999 (S.I. 217 of 2002), under which Ireland’s independent energy regulator, 
the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU), is assigned responsibility for calculating the 
PSO levy each year. 

The PSO levy calculated by the CRU for 2017-18 was €471.9 million. This included an allo-
cation of €375.7 million for renewables generation and €117.8 million for peat generation. This 
calculation by the CRU resulted in monthly charges of €7.69 for household customers, €26.55 
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for small and medium sized businesses, and €3.33/kVA for large energy users in 2017-18.   

The PSO levy calculated by the CRU for the period October 2018 to September 2019 is 
€209.19 million. This amounts to a substantial decrease of €262.71 million (56%) on the 2017-
18 levy of €471.9 million, and includes an allocation of €65.52 million for peat generators.

  Question No. 834 answered with Question No. 826.

06/11/2018WRKK01100Fisheries Protection

06/11/2018WRKK01200835. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the scheme for former eel fishermen; when a request for 
applications will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45319/18]

06/11/2018WRKK01300Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): Following consultation with the European Commission and 
advice from the Revenue Commissioners, a Support Fund of €3 million has been established by 
the Government to address the hardship experienced by commercial eel fishermen and wom-
en in the light of the closure of the commercial eel fishery for conservation reasons.  The fund 
is administered by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI).  

The scheme is currently open for applications which must be received by 5.00 pm 30 No-
vember 2018. An application form and detailed information on the scheme can be obtained 
from any IFI Office or by downloading the relevant documentation from the IFI website www.
fisheriesireland.ie.

The fund is available to all persons who were the holder of a commercial public eel li-
cence or an eel fishing permit from the ESB in the 2007 season (the base year). The 5 reckon-
able years for payments under the scheme are 2003-2007. In respect of former fishermen and 
women who were the holder of a licence or permit in the base year, payment will involve a tax 
free element for each of the 5 reckonable years for which a qualifying applicant was a licence or 
permit holder and a taxable element based on the average annual catch of the applicant during 
the reckonable years.

06/11/2018WRKK01400Environmental Policy

06/11/2018WRKK01500836. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if his Department runs schemes aimed at educating young persons regarding re-
cycling, environmental issues and climate change; his plans to extend public information pro-
grammes in relation to the challenges being faced in regard to climate change and the steps that 
can be taken as individuals in order to combat same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45335/18]

06/11/2018WRKK01600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department currently provides funding to the Environmental Education Unit of 
An Taisce for the operation of the Green Schools programme. Green-Schools is Ireland’s lead-
ing environmental management and education programme for schools. Over 3,900 primary, 
secondary and special schools in Ireland, in excess of 90% of all Irish schools, are currently 
participating in the programme and over 3,300 schools have been awarded at least one Green 
Flag. The Irish Green-Schools programme is one of the most successful within the international 
network. The aim of Green-Schools is to increase participants’ awareness of environmental 
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issues through classroom studies, and to transfer this knowledge into positive environmental 
action in the school and wider community. In addition to this, my Department also currently 
provides funding to Eco-Unesco for the operation of the Young Environmentalist Awards which 
is open to young people between the ages of 10 and 18.   

In addition, the Government established a National Dialogue on Climate Action in 2017. 
The objectives of the National Dialogue, as agreed by Government, are to:

- create awareness, engagement and motivation to act (locally, regionally and nationally) in 
relation to the challenges presented by climate change;

- create structures and information flows to facilitate people gathering to discuss, deliber-
ate and maximise consensus on appropriate responses to these challenges, and to enable and 
empower appropriate action;

- establish, on a long term basis, appropriate networks for people to meet periodically to 
consider evidence-based inputs on the economic, social, behavioural, environmental and public 
aspects of climate and energy policy; and 

- provide regular input, through the NDCA, into the prioritisation and implementation of 
climate and energy policy which can be reported and monitored at local, regional, and national 
levels. 

My Department is working closely with the Environment Protection Agency to implement 
the National Dialogue, including the following initiatives:

- regional and local gatherings which will be held across Ireland to engage with local com-
munities on the challenges of addressing climate change. A pilot Regional Gathering was held 
on 23 June in Athlone, with a second event scheduled to take place in Tralee, County Kerry, on 
10 November;

- professionally moderated and accessible expert lectures/debates on key policy issues, 
hosted by the Environmental Protection Agency; and

- the Tidy Towns Climate Action award, sponsored by my Department

Building on the existing Green Schools Programme, my Department and the Environmen-
tal Education Unit of An Taisce launched a National Climate Change Action and Awareness 
Programme in 2017. A key initiative of the National Dialogue, this programme aims to raise 
awareness of climate change among students; support them and their communities in undertak-
ing climate actions; and educate teachers about the science of climate change. The programme 
comprises:

- a Green-Schools Climate Change Ambassador Programme. This was launched in Sep-
tember 2017, with the aim of increasing awareness of climate change and promoting climate 
actions nationally. 108 members of the public were selected as ambassadors for 2018. The Am-
bassadors received training in the areas of climate science and communications. Recruitment 
for the 2019 programme is currently underway;

- a Climate Action Week, with all schools invited to participate in a national Green-Schools 
Climate Action Week in October each year. The week focuses on encouraging schools, teachers 
and pupils to get involved in climate-related events and to make ‘climate pledges’ via social 
media to raise awareness;

- Climate Change Teacher Training seminars, run during the school year, to provide key 
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information to strengthen teachers’ own knowledge on climate change, followed by practical 
guidance and ideas on how to introduce the topic into the classroom, along with outlines of 
curriculum links, lesson plans and resources. This course aims to raise teachers’ awareness and 
build their knowledge and confidence. An online resource is being developed; and

- a Climate Change Resource for second level to be published this month, with work pro-
gressing on a resource for primary level. This comprehensive resource links to specific cur-
riculum areas and contains practical lesson plans, activities and information. The resource has 
been developed with the advice and support of the Junior Cycle for Teachers, National Council 
for Curriculum and Assessment, and several teachers participating in the Green Schools pro-
gramme.

06/11/2018WRKK01700Bord na Móna

06/11/2018WRKK01800837. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and En-
vironment the source and amount of biomass that Bord na Móna will import to co-fire the af-
fected power stations that use peat production; the plans Bord na Móna has to source biomass 
in the period ahead to replace its ceased peat production; and the studies carried out on the 
projected CO2 emissions of this sourced biomass. [45402/18]

06/11/2018WRKK01900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Bord na Móna is a commercial State company operating under the Turf Development 
Acts 1946 to 1998. The matter raised by the Deputy is operational in nature and not one in 
which I, as Minister, have any function.

06/11/2018WRKK02000Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRKK02100838. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the supply of broadband for a person (details supplied). 
[45414/18]

06/11/2018WRKK02200Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The premises referred to by the Deputy is in the AMBER area on the High Speed 
Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie . 
The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the 
NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.   

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 Septem-
ber. The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP 
procurement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me 
as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place 
in parallel with the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the 
final tender.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
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ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements.

06/11/2018WRKK02300Corrib Gas Field

06/11/2018WRKK02400839. Deputy Mick Wallace asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the reason a company (details supplied) was not registered as a guarantor during 
its ownership tenure with regard to the Corrib gas field; the reason this oversight was only dis-
covered in January 2018; his views in this regard; if his Department has completed an analysis 
of the liabilities this oversight may have exposed the State to; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45417/18]

06/11/2018WRKK02500Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment (Deputy Seán Canney): The Corrib Petroleum Lease was granted on 15 November 2001 
and vests in the Lessees the exclusive right to produce petroleum from the leased area. The 
Lessees are Shell E&P Ireland Ltd (45% interest and Operatorship), Equinor Energy Ireland 
Ltd (36.5% interest) and Vermilion Energy Ireland Ltd (18.5% interest).   The Lessees are joint 
and severally liable for their obligations under the Lease and are required to fully indemnify the 
Minister against any claim arising out of their operations under the Lease. 

In addition, the Lessees must also obtain and maintain such insurances as are required by the 
Minister in relation to their obligations under the Lease. 

Furthermore, a guarantee must be given by the ultimate holding company of each Lessee, or 
such other person approved by the Minister in writing, and must be in place for the duration of 
the Lease. A guarantor guarantees payment of all moneys which are at any time due, owing or 
incurred to the Minister by the Lessee pursuant to the Lease. As the liability of each Lessee is 
joint and several, the Minister can if necessary pursue any one or more of the Lessees in respect 
of any liability under the Lease and, as a consequence make a demand on all or any guarantee. 

During the course of a review of documentation associated with the Lease it came to my 
Department’s attention that the guarantee in respect of Shell E&P Ireland Ltd is being provided 
by a subsidiary in the Royal Dutch Shell Group. My Department wrote to Shell E&P Ireland Ltd 
on 22 January 2018 placing the Lessee on notice of the need to address this matter.

Given the provisions and operation of the Lease in respect of insurance, indemnification, 
guarantees and joint and several liability, my Department is satisfied that there is sufficient 
cover provided by the Lessees in respect of potential liabilities associated with the Lease and 
that the State is not exposed to such potential liabilities.

06/11/2018WRKK02600Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRKK02700840. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45421/18]

06/11/2018WRKK02800842. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45423/18]
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06/11/2018WRKK02900843. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45424/18]

06/11/2018WRKK03000844. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45425/18]

06/11/2018WRKK03100847. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45428/18]

06/11/2018WRKK03200849. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45430/18]

06/11/2018WRKK03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 840, 842 to 844, inclusive, 847 and 849 together. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. 

The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/eircode:

- The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.

- The BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently deliver-
ing or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

- The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to roll out 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with 
my Department in April 2017.

The following table details the percentage of premises to be covered by the State Interven-
tion and through commercial investment in the townlands identified by the Deputy.

The various premises in Cork referred to by the Deputy fall into all of these categories. 
Information on categories of specific premises can be accessed on my Department’s website, 
www.broadband.gov.ie, by entering the relevant eircode into the High Speed Broadband Map.

Townland Premises within the 
NBP Intervention 
Area 

Premises within 
Commercial Opera-
tor’s Area 

Premises within eir 
planned rural de-
ployment

Barr An tSeanchnoic 100% (16) 0 0
Parkmore 100% (9) 0 0
Dunisky 100% (76) 0 0
Teergay 100% (24) 0 0
Coolanagh 17% (8) 0 83% (38)
Knocknahilan 44% (8) 0 56% (10)
The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 

final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 September. 
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The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP pro-
curement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place in 
parallel to the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the final 
tender.

Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is in the 
process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. According 
to data for Q3 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 210,000 
premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment. This data is to be published on my De-
partment’s website shortly.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements.

06/11/2018WRKK03400Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRKK03500841. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45422/18]

06/11/2018WRKK03600846. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45427/18]

06/11/2018WRKK03700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 841 and 846 together. 

The premises referred to by the Deputy are in the BLUE area on the High Speed Broadband 
Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie.   The BLUE 
areas are where commercial providers are either currently delivering or have plans to deliver 
high speed broadband services. My Department defines high speed broadband as a connection 
with speeds of 30Mbps download or more.

Where an individual living in a Blue area is unable to obtain a high speed broadband ser-
vice, I would encourage them to email my Department at broadband@dccae.gov.ie with details 
of the service providers they have contacted and the issues encountered in respect of accessing 
high speed broadband.

  Questions Nos. 842 to 844, inclusive, answered with Question No. 840.

06/11/2018WRKK04100Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRKK04200845. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
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and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45426/18]

06/11/2018WRKK04300848. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45429/18]

06/11/2018WRKK04400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 845 and 848 together. 

The premises referred to by the Deputy are in the AMBER area on the High Speed Broad-
band Map, which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AM-
BER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under the NBP and 
are the subject of an ongoing procurement process. 

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 September. 
The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP pro-
curement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place in 
parallel to the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the final 
tender.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements. 

  Question No. 846 answered with Question No. 841.

  Question No. 847 answered with Question No. 840.

  Question No. 848 answered with Question No. 845.

  Question No. 849 answered with Question No. 840.

06/11/2018WRKK04900Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRKK05000850. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment when fibre broadband will be rolled out at a location (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45431/18]

06/11/2018WRKK05100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): According to my Department’s high speed broadband map, available at www.broad-
band.gov.ie, the premises referred to by the Deputy is in a BLUE area, where commercial oper-
ators are currently delivering or have indicated plans to deliver high speed broadband services.  

The premises in question is indicated as having been passed by eir as part of the company’s 
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ongoing rural deployment of high speed broadband. 

According to information given to my Department by eir, the proprietor of this premises 
should be in a position to order a high speed broadband connection from a retail service pro-
vider.  A list of the retail service providers which offer services on eir’s new network is available 
at https://fibrerollout.ie/rollout-map/where-to-buy-ftth/

06/11/2018WRKK05200Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRKK05300851. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of 
State in his Department has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45453/18]

06/11/2018WRKK05400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I am advised by my officials that my Department has no record of engagements, meet-
ings or correspondence between any Minister of State in my Department and the individual 
referred to by the Deputy in the last three years.

06/11/2018WRKK05500Ministerial Responsibilities

06/11/2018WRKK05600852. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he has authority to write regulations under section 3 and specifically section 
10(2) of the Electronic Commerce Act 2000; if not, the Department which has legal authority 
under the Act; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45510/18]

06/11/2018WRKK05700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): As Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, I have the power 
to make Regulations under section 3 of the Electronic Commerce Act 2000. This includes Reg-
ulations of the type specified by section 10(2). That section allows me to widen the scope of the 
Act to include laws set out at section 10(1), which were excluded at the time of enactment. In 
order to make Regulations under section 10(2), I must have formed the opinion that technology 
has advanced sufficiently and is widely available; that adequate procedures and practices have 
developed; or that such a change would be in the public interest. I am also required to undertake 
consultation with such Ministers that, in my view, have interest or responsibility in relation to 
the laws currently excluded. This is an important consideration as none of the excluded laws set 
out at section 10(1) of the Act relate to policy areas within my remit, and in that regard it would 
not be appropriate for me to act unilaterally.

06/11/2018WRKK05800Broadband Service Provision

06/11/2018WRKK05900853. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the status of the national broadband plan; when the project will be rolled out; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45536/18]

06/11/2018WRKK06000854. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when high speed broadband will be available to households and businesses across 
County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45537/18]

06/11/2018WRKK06100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
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Bruton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 853 and 854 together. 

The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broadband 
access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of location.  
The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, less 
than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.3 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband.  
When this Government came into office this had risen to 52%.  Today, 74% of premises can 
access high speed broadband services. This is being achieved via a combination of commercial 
investment and a State led intervention. 

In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map which is 
available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commercial opera-
tors to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in the State 
Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. 

The Map is colour coded and searchable by address/eircode:

- The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.

- The BLUE areas represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

- The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to roll-out 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with 
my Department in April 2017. 

According to the latest map data for Q3 2018, there are some 83,500 premises in Mayo. 
More than 37,000 (44%) of these premises fall within the AMBER area and will be served un-
der the State led Intervention. Some 37,000 (44%) of premises fall within a BLUE area - where 
commercial operators are currently delivering or plan to deliver this service. More than 9,500 
(12%) fall within a LIGHT BLUE are and fall to be served by eir’s planned rural deployment. 
This data has been verified by my Department.

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 September. 
The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP pro-
curement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place in 
parallel to the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the final 
tender. 

Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is in the 
process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. According 
to data for Q3 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 210,000 
premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment. This data is to be published on my De-
partment’s website shortly.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
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acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements.

06/11/2018WRLL00200Legal Costs

06/11/2018WRLL00300855. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the costs incurred to date in a High Court and Court of Appeal case versus the 
Information Commissioner and a person (details supplied) regarding the 2009 municipal area 
network concession agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45540/18]

06/11/2018WRLL00400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Any legal costs to date have been incurred by the Chief State Solicitor’s Office. Legal 
costs were awarded against the Department in the High Court action. These costs form part of 
an appeal to the Court of Appeal, which has  yet to be determined.

  Question No. 856 answered with Question No. 812.

06/11/2018WRLL00600National Broadband Plan Expenditure

06/11/2018WRLL00700857. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Ac-
tion and Environment the amount paid to each of the external advisers who are working on 
the national broadband plan from the date on which they were included in the plan to date by 
year and person engaged; the title role and or position within the adviser group in tabular form; 
if a person (details supplied) has engaged other consultants to assist with their review of the 
process; the date on which they will conclude their work; the date on which their report will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45545/18]

06/11/2018WRLL00800Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): I refer the Deputy to my reply to Question no. 249 of 18 October 2018.

Expenditure on the National Broadband Plan was first incurred in 2013.   The total expen-
diture to date since then is approximately €22.2 million. This expenditure includes the cost of 
corporate finance and economic advice, technical support and network design, the cost of legal 
advice, environmental advice and process auditor costs.  These services were procured by way 
of competitive tender.   In addition, the Department has staff and other administrative costs, 
along with travel and expenses costs for the independent Steering Group members and event 
costs related to the NBP.  The table below sets out payments by year. 

Table 1: NBP Total spend by Year

Year Cost
2013 €394,507.01
2014 €681,326.58
2015 €2,978,462.99
2016 €2,345,659.49
2017 €10,050,457.78
2018 €5,745,111.99
TOTAL €22,195,525.84
All figures include VAT.
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I also attach a detailed table setting out expenditure on external advisers under the NBP 
from the date of their engagement.

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at 
the final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 Septem-
ber. The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP 
procurement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me 
as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place 
is parallel with the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the 
final tender. 

A schedule of payments made to date on the NBP is set out in the following tables for each 
year, specifying the companies paid and the services engaged. 

Table 2: Schedule of NBP Payments in 2013

Company/Payee Name Services Provided Cost
PRISA Technologies Ltd 
T/A Prisa Consulting

Technical, commercial, 
economic, financial and 
procurement advice

€323,491.23

Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland 

Staff secondment €67,899.16

Word Perfect Translation 
Services Limited

Translation services €3,116.62

TOTAL for 2013 €394,507.01
Table 3: Schedule of NBP Payments in 2014

Company/Payee Name Services Provided Cost
AVC Ltd Audio visual services €2,257.05
Clever Cat Design Design and branding ser-

vices
€12,346.70

D4 Catering 4. U. Catering €231.08
Strategic Scout Ltd Steering Group costs €6,101.07
Kieran Clancy Photography Photography €346.86
Mason Hayes and Curran Legal advisory services €12,286.22
Mespil Hotel Steering Group costs €423.50
National Adult Literacy 
Agency Ltd ( NALA )

Literacy advisory services €854.29

Park Town Consulting Policy advisory services €6,089.25
PRISA Technologies Ltd 
T/A Prisa Consulting

Technical, commercial, 
economic, financial and 
procurement advice

€494,981.54

Consultant A (Anonymized 
under GDPR)

Steering Group costs €4,195.07

Tony Harris Design Design services €2,324.70
Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland

Staff secondment €109,417.11

Vilicom Engineering Ltd Technical advisory services €25,184.68
W1 Design Design services €4,287.46
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Company/Payee Name Services Provided Cost
TOTAL for 2014 €681,326.58
[Tables cont]

Table 4: Schedule of NBP Payments in 2015

Company/Payee Name Services Provided Cost
Analysys Mason Technical advisory services €449,210.01
Buswells Hotel Steering Group costs €958.40
Café Sol Catering €434.02
Club Travel Ltd Travel costs €1,747.95
Department for Digital, Cul-
ture Media & Sport

Steering Group costs €100.65

Doyle Kent Planning Part-
nership Ltd

Environmental advisory 
services

€7,995.00

Dublin Chamber Of Com-
merce

Steering Group costs €832.60

Strategic Scout Ltd Steering Group costs €15,997.32
Consultant B (Anonymised 
under GDPR)

Process auditor for legal 
tender evaluation

€4,458.75

KPMG Financial and procurement 
advisory services

€729,831.57

Mason Hayes and Curran Legal advisory services €339,615.23
Mediavest Ltd Newspaper publication costs €4,646.89
Mespil Hotel Steering Group costs €922.00
PricewaterhouseCoopers Economic and strategic ad-

visory services
€1,040,440.67

PRISA Technologies Ltd 
T/A Prisa Consulting

Technical, commercial, 
economic, financial and 
procurement advice

€302,020.35

Consultant A (Anonymized 
under GDPR)

Steering Group costs €8,305.18

Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland

Staff secondment €69,629.07

Vilicom Engineering Ltd Technical advisory services €1,317.33
TOTAL for 2015 €2,978,462.99
  Table 5: Schedule of NBP Payments in 2016

Company/Payee Name Services Provided Cost
Analysys Mason Technical advisory services €556,924.82
Club Travel Ltd Travel costs €422.48
Deloitte Tax and VAT advice €5,412.00
Department for Digital, Cul-
ture Media & Sport

Steering Group costs €441.91

Doggett Group Design and print services €4,314.84
Elaine Tohill Ltd T/A Press Catering - bidder dialogue €7,512.00
Here and Now Business 
Intelligence

Communications advisory 
services

€7,380.00
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Company/Payee Name Services Provided Cost
Hilton Dublin (Charlemont 
Hotels Group Ltd )

Meeting room hire €470.00

Strategic Scout Ltd Steering Group costs €591.15
KPMG Financial and procurement 

advisory services
€513,409.38

KPMG Specialist personnel €585,206.33
Mason Hayes and Curran Legal advisory services €456,505.65
Pricewaterhouse Coopers Economic and strategic ad-

visory services
€143,145.58

PRISA Technologies Ltd 
T/A Prisa Consulting

Technical, commercial, 
economic, financial and 
procurement advice

€11,070.00

Public Affairs Ireland Training course €362.85
RPS Consulting Engineers Environmental advisory 

services
€27,312.15

T Kilmartin & Sons Design and print services €178.35
The Irish Farmers Associa-
tion

National Ploughing Champi-
onships 2015 costs

€25,000.00

TOTAL for 2016 €2,345,659.49
  Table 6: Schedule of NBP Payments in 2018 (to date)

Company/Payee Name Services Provided Cost
Analysys Mason Technical advisory services €1,115,387.37
Bank of Ireland Visa (De-
partment credit card)

Administrative procurement 
process costs (PMO)

€310.97

Club Travel Ltd Travel costs €1,493.96
Deloitte Tax and VAT advice €24,354.00
Department for Digital, Cul-
ture Media & Sport

Steering Group costs €250.50

Doggett Group Design and printing services €510.45
Elaine Tohill Ltd T/A Press Catering - bidder dialogue €849.00
Here and Now Business 
Intelligence

Communications advisory 
services

€16,236.00

Strategic Scout Ltd Steering Group costs €6,941.94
Consultant C (Anonymized 
under GDPR)

Independent Chair costs €2,000.00

KPMG Financial and procurement 
advisory services

€2,497,834.80

KPMG Specialist personnel €902,993.92
Marsh Ireland Insurance advice €11,531.25
Mason Hayes and Curran Legal advisory services €1,021,850.64
Mediavest Ltd Newspaper publication costs 

– public consultation
€9,736.89

Consultant F (Anonymized 
under GDPR)

Independent Chair costs €7,500.00

Pembroke Hall Limited Meeting room hire €444.22
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Company/Payee Name Services Provided Cost
Peter Smyth Management 
Consultancy Ltd

Process auditor costs €7,872.00

PricewaterhouseCoopers Economic and strategic ad-
visory services

€75,031.93

Consultant A (Anonymized 
under GDPR)

Steering Group costs €4,264.20

Consultant G (Anonymized 
under GDPR)

Telecommunications regula-
tory advice

€6,150.00

Quigg Golden Independent Chair costs €602.70
RPS Consulting Engineers Environmental advisory 

services
€30,965.25

TOTAL for 2018 €5,745,111.99

06/11/2018WRLL00900National Broadband Plan Data

06/11/2018WRLL01000858. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he has finalised an estimated cost for the national broadband plan; if this cost is 
€3 billion; if there are a range of estimated costs; the scenarios associated with these different 
costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45551/18]

06/11/2018WRLL01100Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is 
now at the final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 
September.  The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the 
NBP procurement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and 
to me as Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is tak-
ing place in parallel to the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team 
on the final tender.

The level of subsidy required to bring high speed broadband services to the 540,000 in the 
NBP State intervention area is to be determined through the procurement process.

06/11/2018WRLL01200National Broadband Plan Implementation

06/11/2018WRLL01300859. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the position regarding the national broadband plan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45698/18]

06/11/2018WRLL01400Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Government’s National Broadband Plan (NBP) aims to ensure high speed broad-
band access (minimum 30 megabits per second) to all premises in Ireland, regardless of loca-
tion.  The NBP has been a catalyst in encouraging investment by the telecoms sector. In 2012, 
less than 700,000, or 30% of all 2.3 million Irish premises had access to high speed broadband.  
When this Government came into office this had risen to 52%.  Today, 74% of premises can 
access high speed broadband services. This is being achieved via a combination of commercial 
investment and a State led intervention.   Commercial operators have invested over €2.75 bil-
lion in upgrading and modernising their networks over the past 5 years, and further investments 
are planned.
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Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is in the 
process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. According 
to data for Q3 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 210,000 
premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment. This data will be published on my De-
partment’s website shortly.

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage, with evaluation of the final tender submission received on 18 September ongoing. 
The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP procure-
ment to review the process. Mr Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as Minis-
ter for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place in paral-
lel to the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the final tender.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to tackle obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone and 
broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements.

06/11/2018WRLL01500National Broadband Plan Implementation

06/11/2018WRLL01600860. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment when the national broadband plan will be rolled out throughout counties Cavan 
and Monaghan in view of the perceived totally inadequate broadband infrastructure in the coun-
ties at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45699/18]

06/11/2018WRLL01700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): In April 2017 my Department published an updated High Speed Broadband Map, 
which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie. This map shows the areas targeted by commer-
cial operators to provide high speed broadband services and the areas that will be included in 
the State Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan.  The Map is colour coded and 
searchable by address/eircode:

- The AMBER areas represent the target areas for the proposed State led Intervention under 
the NBP and are the subject of an ongoing procurement process.

- The BLUE represent those areas where commercial providers are either currently deliver-
ing or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services.

- The LIGHT BLUE areas represent eir’s commercial rural deployment plans to roll out 
high speed broadband to 300,000 premises as part of a Commitment Agreement signed with 
my Department in April 2017.

There are approximately 42,000 premises in Cavan. Nearly 17,000 (40%) fall within the 
AMBER area and will be served under the State led Intervention. Some 23,500 (56%) of prem-
ises are in a BLUE area and are or will be served by commercial providers, while some 1,500 
(4%) are LIGHT BLUE and fall to be served by eir’s planned rural deployment. 
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There are approximately 33,000 premises in Monaghan. Almost 16,000 (48%) fall within 
the AMBER area and will be served under the State led Intervention. Just over 16,000 (49%) 
of premises are in a BLUE area and are or will be served by commercial providers, while some 
1,000 (3%) are LIGHT BLUE and fall to be served by eir’s planned rural deployment.

These figures are based on data for Q3 2018, which is to be published on my Department’s 
website shortly. 

Information on categories of specific premises can be accessed on my Department’s web-
site, www.broadband.gov.ie, by entering the relevant eircode into the High Speed Broadband 
Map.  For those premises who fall within eir’s commercial deployment to 300,000 premises 
further detail is provided on its website www.fibrerollout.ie.  

The procurement process to appoint a bidder for the State intervention network is now at the 
final stage, with evaluation ongoing of the final tender submission received on 18 September. 

The Taoiseach has asked Mr Peter Smyth, the independent process auditor to the NBP pro-
curement to review the process. Mr. Smyth will submit a report to the Taoiseach and to me as 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment. This review is taking place 
in parallel with the evaluation being carried out by the Department’s procurement team on the 
final tender.

Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is in the 
process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. According 
to data for Q3 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 210,000 
premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment. This data is to be published on my De-
partment’s website shortly.

For those premises currently awaiting access to high speed broadband, practical initiatives 
will continue to be addressed through the work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
to address obstacles and improve connectivity in respect of existing and future mobile phone 
and broadband services. 

Under this Taskforce, engagement between telecommunications operators and local author-
ities through the Broadband Officers is continuing to strengthen.  These Broadband Officers are 
acting as single points of contact in local authorities for their communities.  The appointment 
of these officers is already reaping rewards in terms of ensuring a much greater degree of con-
sistency in engagements.

06/11/2018WRLL01800Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan

06/11/2018WRLL01900861. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the action he is taking to promote the development of offshore wind energy gen-
eration. [45763/18]

06/11/2018WRLL02000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The 2014 Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP) sets out the Gov-
ernment’s policy for the sustainable development of our offshore renewable energy resources. 
Offshore renewable energy covers a number of technology types and includes wind (fixed and 
floating), wave and tidal, all of which rely on harnessing the motion of wind or water to gener-
ate energy.  Of these technology types fixed offshore wind has reached the commercial stage, 
while floating wind, wave and tidal technology are still at the experimental stage globally. 
Floating wind has the potential to be deployed in deeper waters and as such could have potential 
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for development off the south and west coasts of Ireland. Bottom fixed wind turbines are limited 
to relatively shallow waters. To date, Ireland has only one offshore fixed wind farm generat-
ing electricity in Irish waters.  The Strategic Environmental Assessment that underpinned the 
OREDP found that 4,500 MW of offshore wind could be sustainably developed in Irish waters 
in the period to 2030. An interim review of the OREDP was published in May and is avail-
able on my Department’s website www.dccae.gov.ie. The Offshore Renewable Energy Steering 
Group, which oversees the implementation of the OREDP will now consider the recommenda-
tions of the review and continue the work of implementing the actions and enablers set out in 
the Plan.

Between 2014 and 2017 capital funding of €17.7 million was allocated by my Department 
under the OREDP for research and development of offshore renewable energy technology, with 
a further €4.5 million allocated in 2018. 

The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) was approved by Government in July 
and is now  subject to the EU state aid approval process. It is expected the first RESS auction 
will be held in 2019. The new Scheme has been designed to incentivise sufficient new renew-
able electricity generation to deliver Ireland’s contribution to the EU wide renewable energy 
target of 32% for 2030. Technology diversity, including solar PV and offshore wind, will occur 
naturally as the scheme matures and certain intervention levers may be used within each auc-
tion round to promote certain policy objectives such as community participation, community 
ownership and diversifying the renewable energy mix.

Legislative proposals have been led by the Department of Housing Planning and Local Gov-
ernment to draft the Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill, including provisions to 
address the absence of a regulatory framework to regulate offshore renewable energy develop-
ments beyond the limits of the foreshore (12 nautical miles). If we are to attract investment in 
the offshore renewable energy sector, it is critical that a robust, streamlined consenting regime 
is provided to regulate activities in the maritime area.

06/11/2018WRLL02100Official Development Assistance

06/11/2018WRLL02200862. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the amount which will be spent on official development assistance in 2018; the 
recipients of this ODA; and the amount each recipient will receive. [45774/18]

06/11/2018WRLL02300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has allocated a sum of €1,958,341 to two recipients to date in 2018 
on official development assistance (ODA) and details of the recipients are outlined in the table 
below.  In addition, a sum of €2.5m has been set aside for International Climate Commitments 
and the recipients of this particular funding, which is also classed as ODA, will be decided on 
in the coming weeks.

Recipient Amount Allocated
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
Trust Fund

€1,420,000

The United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP)

€   538,341

TOTAL €1,958,341 

  Question No. 863 answered with Question No. 812.
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06/11/2018WRLL02500Metropolitan Area Networks Programme

06/11/2018WRLL02600864. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the number of public buildings and-or State body buildings that are not con-
nected by MANs to co-location centres; if his attention has been drawn to barriers financially 
and or administratively that prevent some buildings such as public libraries, schools, depart-
mental offices and so on connecting to the network; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45790/18]

06/11/2018WRLL02700Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Metropolitan Area Networks (“MANs”) are local authority-led infrastructure proj-
ects which are State owned, underground telecommunications networks that are located in re-
gional cities and towns.  They consist of carrier-neutral duct and fibre rings linking the main 
commercial and public buildings to “co-location centres” where service providers locate their 
telecommunications equipment and access the network.  These facilities are available to service 
providers to enable them offer high-speed broadband to their retail customers without having 
to build their own networks.   MANs routes were designed to specifically target key business 
areas for which the availability of high speed broadband services would be attractive, such as:

- Technology, business and industrial parks

- Primary businesses within each urban area

- Education Sector, Health Sector and local government

- General business and commercial clusters

The routes were also designed to run in close proximity to the main hubs of the service pro-
viders which were already present in each urban area for easy connectivity.

Enet is responsible for the provision of wholesale telecommunications services on com-
mercial terms to service providers. The number and location of buildings, be they state owned 
or otherwise connected to the MANs network is an operational matter for the Management 
Services Entity (enet) and the relevant service providers.

06/11/2018WRLL02800Communications Market Regulation

06/11/2018WRLL02900865. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment if he or his predecessor met with either the Communications Regulator or 
companies (details supplied) in the past two years to date regarding pricing structures in the 
context of the NBP and or the operation and access by commercial companies to the MANs; if 
so, the dates of those meetings with the Communications Regulator and the commercial opera-
tors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45792/18]

06/11/2018WRLL03000Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment has a broad 
remit and is responsible for communications, broadcasting, postal services, energy, natural re-
sources, climate change, waste management, air quality and environmental policy.  The day-
to-day functions of the Department and of the Minister in carrying out this remit, therefore, 
involve engagement with a broad range of stakeholders, including the Commission for Com-
munications Regulation (Comreg) and the telecommunications operators referenced by the 
Deputy.   My Department informs me that they hold no records of meetings involving my pre-
decessor Deputy Naughten with Comreg regarding pricing structures in the context of the NBP 
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and I have not had any such meetings.

Regarding the Deputy’s question regarding telecommunications operators my Department 
advises that the former Minister met with a representative of BT on 10 January 2018. The mat-
ter of the company’s access to public infrastructure in respect of high speed electronic commu-
nications was raised in follow up correspondence.

Deputy Naughten also met with eir on 8 May 2018 in relation to the finalisation of the com-
pany’s acquisition by NJJ Telecom Europe. During the course of this meeting the matter of the 
potential use of eir’s infrastructure by the bidder in the NBP procurement process was raised. 

Details around both of these meetings have been released under FOI and are available on 
my Department’s website.

06/11/2018WRLL03100National Broadband Plan Implementation

06/11/2018WRLL03200866. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment the number of homes which are passed but not connected to high speed broadband 
under the concession agreement announced on 6 August 2017; the number of these homes that 
have requested a connection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45850/18]

06/11/2018WRLL03300Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): Under a Commitment Agreement signed with my Department in April 2017, eir is 
in the process of passing 300,000 predominantly rural homes with high speed broadband. Ac-
cording to data for Q3 2018 submitted by eir to my Department the company has passed almost 
210,000 premises nationwide as part of its ongoing deployment. This data is to be published on 
my Department’s website shortly.  Under the terms of the Commitment Agreement, where eir 
has passed a premises with high speed broadband and has received a request for connection, it 
is required to provide 95% of such requests with a connection at the standard published connec-
tion charge within 20 working days of receipt of the request. 

Details of the number of connections are published on my Department’s website, under ‘eir 
Commitment Agreement – Progress Update Q2 2018’,  at the following link: 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/communications/topics/Broadband/national-broadband-
plan/latest-news/Pages/Latest-News.aspx

The details show that as of Q2 2018, 37,000 premises have been connected, based on just 
over 175,000 premises passed at that point.

06/11/2018WRLL03400North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRLL03500867. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment if he will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Depart-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45892/18]

06/11/2018WRLL03600Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): The Loughs Agency (of the Foyle, Carlingford and Irish Lights Commission) is a 
North-South body for which my Department and the Department of Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland are the joint sponsors.  The Agency is funded via both 
Departments on a 50/50 basis.    My Department’s portion of the Loughs Agency’s annual al-
location is included in the Department’s Inland Fisheries subhead (E3). Details of the allocation 
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to the subhead for 2019 will be published shortly in the Revised Estimates Volume.

I can advise the Deputy that my Department’s allocation to the Loughs Agency for 2018 
was €2.7 million.  Additional once-off availability of capital funding of up to €200,000 was also 
agreed by the Department to underpin two particular capital projects during the year.

06/11/2018WRLL03700Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRLL03800868. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment the amount his Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of 
investigations and State inquiries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism and 
State tribunals; the number and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45907/18]

06/11/2018WRLL03900Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Deputy Richard 
Bruton): My Department has not incurred any expenditure in relation to carrying out commis-
sions of investigation and State inquiries in 2018.

06/11/2018WRLL04000Bus Services

06/11/2018WRLL04100869. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
bus stop at Cork University Hospital will be restored (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44610/18]

06/11/2018WRLL04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to pub-
lic transport.  The NTA has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public 
transport infrastructure including the provision of bus stops and bus shelters. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in this matter I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

06/11/2018WRLL04300Bus Éireann Services

06/11/2018WRLL04400870. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the reason 
for delays in a Bus Éireann service (details supplied) which services County Laois; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44611/18]

06/11/2018WRLL04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport.  The service mentioned is an Expressway service which is operated by Bus Éireann 
on a commercial basis in a similar fashion to any other commercial licensed bus service. 

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to Bus Éireann for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

06/11/2018WRLL04600Traffic Regulations Implementation
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06/11/2018WRLL04700871. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding speed limits; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44614/18]

06/11/2018WRLL04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): While the Road Traf-
fic Act 2004 sets default speed limits for various categories of roads, elected members of local 
authorities have statutory responsibility for deciding on and making appropriate Special Speed 
Limit bye-laws for roads within their administrative area and, in the case of national roads, 
subject to the consent of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII). The making of such bye-laws is 
a reserved function of the elected members of the council. 

To assist local authorities in the application of Special Speed Limits, my Department’s up-
dated Guidelines for Setting and Managing Speed Limits in Ireland, which is available on my 
Department’s website, reiterate the statutory responsibilities of elected members in relation to 
the making of such Special Speed Limit bye-laws, while providing Guidelines taking account 
of relevant national policy and local circumstances - including road safety.

06/11/2018WRLL04900Road Projects

06/11/2018WRLL05000872. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
procedure on the M7-N7 for breakdowns while the upgrade work continues; and if there is a 
maximum length of time a person would wait for the recovery truck to arrive. [44622/18]

06/11/2018WRLL05100873. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
details of the contractors employed to recover broken down vehicles from the M7-N7 while the 
roadworks are taking place. [44623/18]

06/11/2018WRLL05200874. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
review of the breakdown procedure on the M7-N7 will be considered in view of the long delays 
being experienced due to car breakdowns. [44624/18]

06/11/2018WRLL05300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 872 to 874, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
planning, design and operation of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in 
relation to local and regional roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the questions concerning the issues raised on the 
M7/N7 route to TII for a more detailed and direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WRLL05600Search and Rescue Service Provision

06/11/2018WRLL05700875. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) regarding a rescue service; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44631/18]

06/11/2018WRLL05800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Banna Rescue has 
approached Irish Coast Guard to explore the possibility of becoming an Irish Coast Guard boat 
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unit. The Irish Coast Guard is to conduct a review of boating operations generally.  While this 
process is ongoing, the Coast Guard is not in a position to consider taking on additional boat 
rescue units in the near future.

06/11/2018WRLL05900Sports Capital Programme Administration

06/11/2018WRLL06000876. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the time-
frame for the current round of submissions to the sports capital grant scheme; and when the 
current round of grants will be issued. [44636/18]

06/11/2018WRLL06100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): The 2018 round of the Sports Capital Programme opened for applications on 
Friday 7 September and the application period closed on Friday 19th October.  By that deadline, 
a record 2,337 applications were submitted seeking a total of €162m in funding.  

For the first time, applicants who have submitted incorrect documentation under this round 
will be given the opportunity to correct their application during the assessment period. While 
there will be no undue delay in completing the assessment process, in view of the opportunity to 
correct documentation, the record number of applications received and the detailed information 
contained in each application, it is likely to take a number of months to have all applications 
assessed. Accordingly, I expect that it will be at least the second quarter of next year before the 
full set of allocations under this current round of the programme are announced.

06/11/2018WRLL06200Brexit Staff

06/11/2018WRLL06300877. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if Tour-
ism Ireland has filled all its additional Brexit related staff positions; if not, when remaining staff 
posts will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44691/18]

06/11/2018WRLL06400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The matter raised by 
the Deputy is an operational matter for the board and management of Tourism Ireland. Accord-
ingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to Tourism Ireland for direct reply. Please contact 
my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

06/11/2018WRLL06500Public Transport Initiatives

06/11/2018WRLL06600878. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
if he will report on the next consultation to be completed by the National Transport Authority 
on the BusConnects proposals; when maps will be available on changes being considered to 
upgrade the 16 spine bus routes and provision of continuous cycle lanes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44707/18]

06/11/2018WRLL06700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to pub-
lic transport.  The NTA has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public 
transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including BusConnects. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities on the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.
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06/11/2018WRMM00200Integrated Ticketing

06/11/2018WRMM00300879. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
his plans to introduce Leap cards to County Donegal and other areas (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44756/18]

06/11/2018WRMM00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to pub-
lic transport.  The NTA has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public 
transport infrastructure and integrated ticketing, including the Leap Card system. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in relation to this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within 10 days.

06/11/2018WRMM00500Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRMM00600880. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he, his departmental officials and or his ministerial predecessors have met companies and an 
organisation (details supplied) and or representatives of same in the past three years to date; if 
so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44784/18]

06/11/2018WRMM00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): My predecessor Min-
ister Paschal Donohoe T.D. met with the CEO of eNet in August 2015.  There are no minutes 
available of this meeting.

06/11/2018WRMM00800Traffic Management

06/11/2018WRMM00900881. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the posi-
tion regarding plans to reduce traffic congestion affecting commuters in County Wexford on the 
N11 northbound between junction 14 Coyne’s Cross and junction 7 Bray south; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44806/18]

06/11/2018WRMM01000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and operation 
of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in relation to local and regional 
roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WRMM01100Penalty Points System Offences

06/11/2018WRMM01200882. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if offences 
such as the continued abuse of wheelchair accessible parking bays by motorists who do not hold 
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a certificate or valid permit will be included on the penalty points system; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44818/18]

06/11/2018WRMM01300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Motorists who park 
illegally in a designated disabled bay currently face a fixed charge penalty of €150, rising to 
€225 if not paid within 28 days.  This is considered a very serious offence and the penalty in-
curred is thus the highest of all fixed charged driving and parking offences.

It is a general principle that penalty points are applied only for driving offences, the one 
exception, dangerous parking, is included as a penalty point offence because it affects moving 
traffic. 

My Department does not consider it appropriate therefore that this offence, the fixed charge 
for which is more than twice that of any other fixed charge parking offence, be included in the 
penalty point system.

06/11/2018WRMM01400Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRMM01500883. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the loca-
tion of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the 
past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44867/18]

06/11/2018WRMM01600884. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the con-
sultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44885/18]

06/11/2018WRMM01700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 883 and 884 together.

Since the formation of my Department in 2011 the information requested by the Deputy is 
contained in the following table.

Year Consultation Replies Re-
ceived

Cost Location of 
submissions

     
2011 Stakeholder 

Consultation 
on Maritime 
Labour Conven-
tion, 2006

6 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

     
2012 Merger of Irish 

Sports Council 
and National 
Sports Campus 
Development 
Authority

7 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records
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Year Consultation Replies Re-
ceived

Cost Location of 
submissions

2013 Proposed trans-
fer of Bantry 
Bay Harbour to 
the Port of Cork 
Company

28 €1,849.24 Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2013 Public consulta-
tion on Euro-
pean Commis-
sion’s proposals 
for a Fourth 
Railway Pack-
age. 

4 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2013 Issues Paper in 
respect of the 
development of 
a National Avia-
tion   Policy for 
Ireland

74 None Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2013 Tourism Policy 
Statement

170 €613.37 Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2013/2014 The develop-
ment of the 
Maritime Safety 
Strategy. 

37 €13,765.49 Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2014 Investing in our 
Transport Future 
– public consul-
tation on a Stra-
tegic Investment 
Framework for 
Land Transport 
(SIFLT) and 
accompany-
ing,  Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment

64 €995 (proof-
reading/editing).

Department’s 
website

2014 Draft National 
Aviation Policy 
for Ireland

78 None Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2014 Package Travel 
and Linked 
Travel Arrange-
ments

10 Nil Department’s 
website
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Year Consultation Replies Re-
ceived

Cost Location of 
submissions

2014 Stakeholder 
consultation on 
Merchant Ship-
ping (Registra-
tion of Ships)   
Bill 2013

11 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

     
2015 English Lan-

guage Proficien-
cy Requirements 
for Certificates 
of  Competency 
and for Recog-
nition of Profes-
sional Qualifica-
tions for Irish 
Flagged Fishing 
Vessels

8 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

     
2016 Statement of 

Strategy
60 Nil Department’s 

website
2016 Review of 

Regulatory 
Regime of Air-
port Charges In 
Ireland

22 None Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2016 Consultation 
on EU Proposal 
Union certifica-
tion system for 
aviation screen-
ing equipment

1 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2016 Proposal for 
Amendment to 
National Leg-
islation con-
cerning Avia-
tion Security 
Regulation and 
Related Matters

6 Nil Department’s 
website

2016 Proposal for 
a revision of 
the European 
Aviation Safety 
Regulation 
216/2008

9 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2016 Aviation Emis-
sions (CO2)

8 None Department’s 
website
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Year Consultation Replies Re-
ceived

Cost Location of 
submissions

2016 Galway to Dub-
lin Greenway 
Plan

55 €2,385.29 Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2016 National Sports 
Policy

54 Nil Department’s 
website

2016 Stakeholder 
consultation 
regarding the 
review of the 
Code of Prac-
tice for the Safe 
Operation of 
Recreational 
Craft

24 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

     
2017 National Policy 

Framework 
for Alternative 
Fuels Infrastruc-
ture for Trans-
port in Ireland

47 €1,590.19 Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2017 Adaptation Plan 10 €1,476.60 Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2017 Limited stake-
holder consulta-
tion regarding 
the review of 
the Code of   
Practice for the 
Safe Operation 
of Recreational 
Craft

13 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2017 Regulatory 
Impact Analysis 
for a Proposed 
Merchant Ship-
ping   (Interna-
tional Conven-
tions) Bill

12 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2017 Proposal for a 
Regulation on 
safeguarding 
competition in 
air transport

5 None Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2017 Strategy for the 
future Develop-
ment of Green-
ways

5,365 €2,498.87 Held in Depart-
ment’s records



6 November 2018

405

Year Consultation Replies Re-
ceived

Cost Location of 
submissions

     
2018 Proposal for 

a Directive of 
the European 
Parliament and 
of the Council 
on port recep-
tion facilities 
for the delivery 
of waste from 
ships 

2 €0.00 Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2018 Inviting views 
from the rick-
shaw industry, 
particularly 
fleet owners and 
drivers, on the 
development of 
a future regula-
tory pathway for 
rickshaw use in 
Ireland.

35 €2,812.89 Held in Depart-
ment’s records

2018 Proposal for 
a Directive of 
the European 
Parliament and 
of the Council 
on port recep-
tion facilities 
for the delivery 
of waste from 
ships 

2 Nil Held in Depart-
ment’s records 

06/11/2018WRMM01900Rail Services Provision

06/11/2018WRMM02000885. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the sta-
tus of measures to address overcrowding on the Docklands to Maynooth rail service; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45005/18]

06/11/2018WRMM02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The issue raised is a 
matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with Iarnród Éireann and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private of-
fice if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

06/11/2018WRMM02200National Transport Authority

06/11/2018WRMM02300886. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the allo-
cated funding for the sustainable transport measures grant programme for 2018; and the amount 
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which has been drawn down to date. [45021/18]

06/11/2018WRMM02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Deputy may 
wish to be aware that the sustainable transport measures grant programme is now known as the 
Sustainable Urban Transport programme and forms part of the overall funding supports made 
available to support the interlinked programmes of active travel and sustainable transport.

Over the period 2018 to 2021 these programmes will benefit from significantly increased 
funding allocations: 

- €750million as part of the BusConnects programme in Dublin which will include the de-
livery of around 200 kilometres of segregated cycling lanes where possible; 

- €135million for sustainable urban transport and smarter travel measures;  and 

- €110million for other cycling and walking infrastructure measures in our major urban 
areas.

Alongside these, there will also be €53million to support the development of new Green-
ways in more rural areas in line with the recently published Greenways Strategy.

These are all multi-annual capital infrastructure programmes;  the annual allocations will 
vary over the lifetime of the individual programmes, while drawdowns within a particular year 
will vary considerably depending on the time of year and specific progress on individual proj-
ects. 

Funding for the Sustainable Urban Transport programme is provided by my Department to 
the National Transport Authority (NTA), which in turn works with relevant local authorities as 
required to fund, develop and deliver specific projects in any given year. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities on the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

06/11/2018WRMM02500Rail Services Provision

06/11/2018WRMM02600887. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress made on the provision of additional capacity on the Kildare rail line from Hazelhatch 
and Sallins to Dublin; if additional carriages have been ordered for this service; when it is an-
ticipated these new carriages will be put into use; if consideration has been given to the rede-
ployment of pre-used carriages for this service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45121/18]

06/11/2018WRMM02700888. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress made on the provision of additional capacity on the Kildare rail line from Maynooth 
to Dublin; if additional carriages have been ordered for this service; when it is anticipated these 
new carriages will be put into use; if consideration has been given to the redeployment of pre-
used carriages for this service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45122/18]

06/11/2018WRMM02800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 887 and 888 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsi-



6 November 2018

407

bility for ensuring the development and delivery of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area including, in consultation with Iarnród Éireann, the provision of rail fleet.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to 
the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WRMM03000Road Safety

06/11/2018WRMM03100889. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
powers or actions at his disposal regarding dangerous old suburban link roads that fail consider-
ably when compared with modern standards such as those in the design manual for urban road 
and streets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45128/18]

06/11/2018WRMM03200918. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his 
plans to carry out a road safety audit of Hillcrest Road, Sandyford, Dublin 18, in view of section 
5.4.1 of the design manual for urban roads and streets (details supplied). [45370/18]

06/11/2018WRMM03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 889 and 918 together.

The Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS) is available on my Depart-
ment’s website.  The Manual sets out design guidance and standards for constructing new and 
reconfiguring existing urban roads and streets in Ireland.  It aims to end the practice of design-
ing streets as traffic corridors and instead focuses on the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and 
public transport users.  DMURS emphasises the role of streets as social spaces, where people 
come first and uses practical examples from Irish cities and towns to show how these issues 
can be designed for and managed successfully.  The transformation envisaged is not to the total 
exclusion of the car but is rather about achieving a better balance in how our urban roads and 
streets are designed and used. 

This Manual represents a major change in the design of urban roads and streets and its use 
is mandatory both in the design of new urban roads and street schemes as well as in instances 
where significant upgrades are being designed. 

Section 5.4.1 of the Manual stipulates that it is mandatory to carry out a Road Safety Audit 
on any permanent change to the road layout on National Roads and Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland has published standards in that regard.  In addition, the standards are commended to 
roads authorities for use in preparation of their own road schemes on Regional or Local roads. 

Also, my Department requires that Road Safety Audits and Road User Audits are under-
taken by roads authorities (i.e. City and County Councils) on certain categories of road schemes 
funded or co-funded by my Department.  In that regard, it should be noted that since the revi-
sion of the arrangements for the retention of Local Property Tax in 2015, the Dublin Councils 
no longer receive any grant assistance from my Department under the main grant categories.  
Consideration of whether a road safety audit should be carried out on Hillcrest Road, Sandyford 
would be wholly and solely a matter for Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown County Council.

DMURS was originally launched in 2013 and is currently being updated through the inclu-
sion of some supplementary material towards providing additional clarity.  It is intended to 
launch the updated document, along with a dedicated website, in the near future.
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06/11/2018WRMM03400Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRMM03500890. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
or his officials have met with either the Dublin Airport Authority, DAA, the Minister for Justice 
and Equality and or his officials or the Office of Public Works, OPW, regarding the Thornton 
Hall site in the context of using it for the expansion of Dublin Airport; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45163/18]

06/11/2018WRMM03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I can confirm to the 
Deputy that neither I nor my officials have had any meetings regarding the Thornton Hall site 
in the context of using it for the expansion of Dublin Airport.

06/11/2018WRMM03700Road Safety

06/11/2018WRMM03800891. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
dedicated funding will be provided for the development of a pedestrian crossing on the Fini-
sklin Road, County Sligo, under the low cost safety works for 2019, when the application is 
submitted to him by Sligo County Council in view of the ongoing concerns regarding students 
crossing this road and the potential for an accident to occur; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45178/18]

06/11/2018WRMM03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.  Works on those roads are 
funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

Applications for funding under the Department’s Safety Improvement Scheme are invited 
on an annual basis for funding in the subsequent year.  Councils are made aware of the condi-
tions in relation to applications for funding and are advised that preference will be given to pro-
posals in the cost range €2,000 to €30,000 and that proposals in higher cost ranges, (i.e. €30,000 
to €200,000) may be considered if the benefit to cost ratio is promising.  

Local authorities are asked to submit applications for funding in order of priority and in this 
context it is up to individual local authorities to prioritise schemes.  Local authorities are in-
formed of allocations under the Safety Improvement Scheme as part of the annual grant award 
process.  The 2019 allocations will be announced early next year.  

It is also open to Councils to develop pedestrian crossings  from their Discretionary grant or 
from their own resources.

06/11/2018WRMM04000Bus Services

06/11/2018WRMM04100892. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport fur-
ther to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 535 and 536 of 2 October 2018, if he will make further 
contact with the NTA to seek a further reply to correspondence (details supplied) in view of the 
fact a reply to correspondence to the NTA from this Deputy has not been received; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45180/18]

06/11/2018WRMM04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I note the exchange 
of correspondence between the Deputy and the National Transport Authority (NTA) dated 16 
and 25 October.
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In view of the Deputy’s request and in light of the NTA’s responsibility in this area, I have 
referred the Deputy’s query to the NTA for further clarification and direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.  

06/11/2018WRMM04300Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRMM04400893. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a 
company (details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or 
renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which 
it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since con-
struction; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45208/18]

06/11/2018WRMM04500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Office of Public 
Works (OPW) is the legal owner of the properties it acquires to provide office accommodation 
for the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and, accordingly, the OPW is responsible 
for the purchase/lease of properties in its ownership.  This is therefore a matter for my col-
league, the Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public Works. 

06/11/2018WRMM04600Military Aircraft Landings

06/11/2018WRMM04700894. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 339 of 23 October 2018, the reason he is not in a position to supply 
the number of troops carried as passengers per flight. [45249/18]

06/11/2018WRMM04800895. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question Nos. 557, 559 and 560 of 23 October 2018, the number of weapons and 
munitions and or ammunition carried on each of these five aircraft. [45250/18]

06/11/2018WRMM04900896. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question Nos. 557, 559 and 560 of 23 October 2018, if decisions whether to 
grant permission for the use of landing and refuelling facilities at Shannon Airport by aircraft 
on contract to the US military are not now and have not been since 2001 the same as those 
applied in years preceding 2001 as was demonstrated in documents discovered by a person 
(details supplied) from Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade records during a High Court 
case. [45251/18]

06/11/2018WRMM05000897. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way in 
which statistics are produced on the number of US troops travelling through Shannon Airport 
on an annual basis as was done, for example, in reply to Parliamentary Question No. 593 of 27 
February 2018; if it is not possible for his Department to supply the number of troops carried as 
passengers per flight as stated in reply to Parliamentary Question No. 559 of 23 October 2018. 
[45253/18]

06/11/2018WRMM05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 894 to 897, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the functions of the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport 
under the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Or-
der 1973, (as amended) relate only to the carriage of munitions on board civil aircraft.  My 
Department does not maintain records of the  number of troops transiting through Shannon 
Airport.  It is understood that Shannon Airport Authority maintains statistics on all passenger 
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numbers, including US troops, transiting through the airport.   Under the provisions of the 
Order an exemption is granted in respect of specified aircraft in regard to a particular aircraft 
operation.  A single exemption permit is issued per aircraft and the permit is not based on the 
number of weapons and munitions carried on board each aircraft.

 The granting of an Exemption for the carriage of munitions of war is organised around a 
long-established procedure for considering applications from airlines to land aircraft in Ire-
land or transit through Irish sovereign airspace with munitions of war on board. Decisions on 
whether to grant permission for the carriage of munitions are guided by the views of other rel-
evant Government Departments, including the Department of Foreign Affairs and Department 
of Justice.  In the event that any objections are raised in relation to prevailing Foreign Policy 
considerations, the relevant applications are refused by my Department.

06/11/2018WRMM05500Rail Services Data

06/11/2018WRMM05600898. Deputy Frank O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of rail passengers using the train at locations (details supplied) in north County Kildare 
in each of the years 2012 to 2017 and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45258/18]

06/11/2018WRMM05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) is responsible for the collection and publication of statistics relating to 
public transport and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

06/11/2018WRMM05800Dublin Bus Fleet

06/11/2018WRMM05900899. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the number 
of buses that will be added to the Dublin Bus fleet in 2019. [45259/18]

06/11/2018WRMM06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to pub-
lic transport.  The NTA has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public 
transport infrastructure including the purchase of additional bus fleet. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities on the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

06/11/2018WRMM06100Military Aircraft Landings

06/11/2018WRMM06200900. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 559 of 23 October 2018, the reason he does not have a record (details 
supplied) in view of the fact that a photograph taken at Shannon Airport on 10 October 2018 
clearly shows the aircraft in question as being present. [45271/18]

06/11/2018WRMM06300901. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport further to 
Parliamentary Question No. 559 of 23 October 2018, the cargo an aircraft (details supplied) was 
carrying; and if it had permission from his Department to land at or carry munitions through 
Shannon Airport. [45272/18]
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06/11/2018WRMM06400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 900 and 901 together.

Further to my reply to Question No: 559 answered on Tuesday 23rd October 2018, officials 
from my Department have made further enquiries into the matter with Shannon Airport.

It appears that, due to an administrative error, the aircraft with registration number N710CK 
was incorrectly recorded as N701CK. 

No application for a munitions of war permit in accordance with the Air Navigation (Car-
riage of Munitions of War, Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 1973 and 1989 was made 
to my Department in respect of either aircraft N710CK or N701CK for the date in question.

06/11/2018WRMM06600Traffic Management

06/11/2018WRMM06700902. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress being made on works to the N11 to ease chronic traffic congestion. [45293/18]

06/11/2018WRMM06800903. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
a review will be requested into the ability of emergency services to respond to accidents on the 
N11 in view of the congestion on the road. [45294/18]

06/11/2018WRMM06900904. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extra safety measures he is taking in view of the heightened danger to road users amid conges-
tion on the N11. [45295/18]

06/11/2018WRMM07000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 902 to 904, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
planning, design and operation of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in 
relation to local and regional roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the Deputy’s question to TII for a more detailed 
and direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 work-
ing days.

06/11/2018WRNN00400Taxi Licences

06/11/2018WRNN00500905. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
availability in the future for ordinary taxi licences (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45314/18]

06/11/2018WRNN00600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The regulation of the 
small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry is a matter for the National Transport Author-
ity (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. Furthermore, under the Taxi 
Regulation Act 2003 (Local Area Hackney) Regulations 2013, the NTA is responsible for the 
granting and renewing of local area hackney licences.

In order to support an increase in the number of wheelchair accessible vehicles (WAVs), li-
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cences for new taxis or hackneys have only been granted in respect of WAVs since 2010. 

To supplement this measure, the NTA administers a WAV Grant Scheme, which offers grants 
on a sliding scale from €2,500 to €7,500. The scheme aims to assist with the cost difference in 
purchasing a WAV or converting a vehicle to fulfil the WAV requirements. It is open to all SPSV 
drivers, with grants offered on a first-come-first-served basis.

My Department set a goal of reaching a 10% market share for accessible SPSV’s by 2020.  As 
of October this year we have met this goal.

I remain committed to increasing the number of WAVs within our SPSV fleet and support-
ing the NTA in the administration of the WAV Grant Scheme.

The NTA are currently conducting a review of the SPSV industry. It is expected that this 
will be completed by end 2018.  Where any NTA recommendation in the review were to relate 
to matters of policy or potential legislative change, these would require further consideration 
before final decision.

  Question No. 906 answered with Question No. 101.

06/11/2018WRNN00700Brexit Issues

06/11/2018WRNN00800907. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he is making provision for the eventuality of Brexit with particular reference to 
its implications for air and sea travel in view of the necessity to ensure easy travel access to con-
tinental Europe for Irish customers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45346/18]

06/11/2018WRNN00900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Brexit and its poten-
tial implications for Ireland are being managed on a whole-of-government basis. My Depart-
ment is represented on all relevant cross-Departmental coordination structures, and an inter-
nal Departmental Committee on Brexit meets on a monthly basis to oversee the Department’s 
analyses and planning as the negotiations progress. 

Contingency planning in relation to Brexit at both a national and an EU level is focused on 
preparing for a no-deal scenario or so-called “disorderly Brexit” and on  a central case scenario 
involving a transition period based on the “status quo” and agreement on the future relationship.

The Department has continually stressed the importance that stakeholders, including in the 
aviation and maritime sectors, take all necessary steps within their control to prepare for Brexit, 
including the importance of undertaking contingency planning to minimise the impact of Brexit 
on their operations. We have also advised stakeholders to refer to the European Commission’s 
published Notices to Stakeholders in the field of transport.  

Officials from my department continue to consult and engage with key Aviation stakehold-
ers via the National Civil Aviation Development Forum, and other fora, on all matters relating 
to Brexit planning in the aviation sector. 

The implications of Brexit for air and sea transport will only become clear once the negotia-
tions have been completed and the future relationship between the EU and the UK have been 
decided. However, we do not anticipate that direct aviation services from Ireland to continental 
Europe by community carriers will be affected post-Brexit, even in a no-deal scenario. In terms 
of sea-travel, my Department and other relevant Government Departments are working with 
the key affected ports impacted by Brexit in making arrangements and planning to have the 
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necessary facilities in place to deal with anticipated additional controls and checks. Planning 
in relation to the implications for a no-deal scenario is also underway. Similar preparations are 
underway in our airports.  

06/11/2018WRNN01000Rural Transport Services

06/11/2018WRNN01100908. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has continued to evaluate rural transport requirements with a view to bring-
ing transport to persons rather than forcing persons to converge on towns and villages as the 
population increases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45347/18]

06/11/2018WRNN01200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public 
transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally. It also has national responsibility for 
integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport Programme 
(RTP) which now operates under the Local Link brand.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to 
the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

06/11/2018WRNN01300Sports Capital Programme

06/11/2018WRNN01400909. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects to be in a position to accommodate the various community sporting 
organisations here with particular reference to the need to cater specifically for active and pas-
sive sports and the young and mature; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45348/18]

06/11/2018WRNN01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): In relation to assistance for capital projects, the Sports Capital Programme is the 
primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation 
facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.  Under the 
2017 round of that programme €62m was allocated to 1,837 sporting projects and my officials 
are assisting these grantees in completing their projects and drawing down their grants on an 
ongoing basis. 

The 2018 round of the programme closed for applications on 19 October and 2,337 applica-
tions were received seeking €162m.  The assessment of these applications will take a number 
of months to complete with allocations in 2019.  

With regard to current expenditure,  Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the 
statutory body with responsibility for the development of sport, increasing participation at all 
levels and raising standards, including the allocation of funding across its various programmes.  
This includes responsibility for the development of strategies for increasing participation in 
recreational sport for all age groups, and to co-ordinate the implementation of those strategies.

Sport Ireland channels funding through the relevant recognised National Governing Bodies 
of Sport and Local Sports Partnerships.  Accordingly, I have also referred the question to Sport 
Ireland for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to inform my office if a reply is not received 
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within 10 days.

06/11/2018WRNN01600Rail Services Provision

06/11/2018WRNN01700910. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he expects to be in a position to approve the necessary expenditure to increase 
the number of rail carriages serving north County Kildare commuter routes; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45349/18]

06/11/2018WRNN01800916. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
degree to which the increased requirement of the County Kildare commuter rail sector continue 
to be monitored in order to ensure the availability of the highest possible quality of service to 
meet the needs of commuters on an ongoing basis; if extra rail carriages need to be provided 
to alleviate potential overcrowding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45355/18]

06/11/2018WRNN01900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 910 and 916 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has responsi-
bility for ensuring the development and delivery of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area including, in consultation with Iarnród Éireann, the provision of rail fleet.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility on this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to 
the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WRNN02000Road Improvement Schemes

06/11/2018WRNN02100911. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he can accelerate the programme to replace, improve or upgrade motorways, 
roads and bridges deemed to be in need of improvement or replacement having regard in par-
ticular to current traffic volumes, the need to encourage development evenly throughout the 
country and to replace any infrastructure now incapable of meeting its original requirements in 
already highly developed areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45350/18]

06/11/2018WRNN02200915. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which the upgrading of over trafficked sections of motorway such as the M50 continue 
to be a priority both from a health and safety point of view and meeting the needs of the travel-
ling public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45354/18]

06/11/2018WRNN02300917. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which plans are in hand to extend motorway services to other regions throughout the 
country with a view to ensuring that the availability of such transport is seen as an incentive for 
foreign direct investment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45356/18]

06/11/2018WRNN02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 911, 915 and 917 together.

The maintenance and improvement of regional/local roads and bridges are the statutory 
responsibility of local authorities, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads 
Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from the Council’s own resources supplemented by 
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State road grants.  

The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the local au-
thority. It is a matter for each Council to determine its priorities and decide its work programme 
taking available grant funding and its own resources into account. I always stress to Councils 
the importance of prioritising roads when allocating their own resources.

Grant allocations for 2019 will be decided once the 2019 Estimates process is concluded. 
Within the budget available to the Department, the approach taken is to allocate funding on 
as fair and equitable basis as possible. In this context, grants in the main grant categories are 
allocated based on the total length of the regional and local road network within the area of 
responsibility of the relevant local authority.  

As Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and 
funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the 
improvement, maintenance and operation of individual national roads is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a more detailed and direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WRNN02500Transport Policy

06/11/2018WRNN02600912. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
extent to which he has studied the weakest links in the transport system nationally; his plans to 
address these; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45351/18]

06/11/2018WRNN02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As I have outlined in 
my Department’s Statement of Strategy, my Department is committed to successfully managing 
the many day-to-day issues affecting our transport network while at the same time ensuring that 
we have a vision for the future. My Department’s most up to date statement of strategy can be 
found at the following link http://www.dttas.ie/node/23853

Also as the Deputy is aware, the Government has committed toward delivering an ambitious 
National Development Plan (NDP) 2018 to 2027 which will drive Ireland’s long term eco-
nomic, environmental and social progress across all parts of the country over the next decade. 

My Department and its agencies  have a key role in delivering that progress and the NDP 
contains commitments toward a wide range of projects and programmes across my Depart-
ment’s remit including all areas of the transport system, focussing on those areas that are priori-
ties for investment in the coming decade. These projects and all areas of the national transport 
system are looked at on an ongoing basis with a view to delivering an effective and progressive 
national transport system.

The NDP itself outlines these projects and programmes and is available to view at   http://
www.gov.ie/en/project-ireland-2040

06/11/2018WRNN02800Sports Events

06/11/2018WRNN02900913. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport 
the extent to which he continues to liaise with the various national and international sporting 
organisations with a view to hosting major events here; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [45352/18]

06/11/2018WRNN03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The hosting of major 
sports events, both participative and spectator sports, can provide great opportunities to show-
case Ireland and drive international visitor numbers.  In addition, the media coverage of sports 
events helps to put Ireland onto travel itineraries as a holiday destination.  

Accordingly, I am very supportive of the work of the tourism agencies and the national gov-
erning bodies of sport to attract international events, subject, of course, to an assessment of the 
costs and benefits involved in any State financial support, in particular the number of overseas 
visitors.  

Fáilte Ireland provides financial assistance, subject to eligibility criteria, to applicants who 
are proposing to bid to host international events (including sporting events) in Ireland that 
would attract significant numbers of international visitors.  When an event with international 
tourism appeal is confirmed for Ireland, Tourism Ireland would then promote it in relevant 
markets overseas.  

In terms of forthcoming sporting events, Ireland will host four games as part of the UEFA 
EURO 2020 football tournament in June 2020 - three group games and one round of 16 game.  
The bid to host was a collaborative effort between the Football Association of Ireland, Dublin 
City Council and my Department.  Depending on qualification, up to 160,000 overseas visitors 
may attend Euro 2020 matches in Dublin.  Ireland will also host the UEFA European Under 17 
Championships in 2019.

Minister Ross and I also support efforts to explore possibilities for potentially hosting other 
major sporting events.  With regard to soccer, we welcomed last week’s announcement by the 
FAI and IFA of their intention to submit a joint bid to host the UEFA European Under 21 Cham-
pionships in 2023.  While it is very early days, we are also fully supportive of a potential joint 
British-Irish bid for the 2030 FIFA World Cup.  In this regard, my Department will support the 
FAI and our partners in the UK and Northern Ireland for the feasibility study and we will fully 
examine the potential of being part of such a bid.  

In the sport of golf, Minister Ross and Department officials from the Department met in 
September with representatives of the European Tour at the Ryder Cup in Paris to discuss the 
possible hosting of a future Ryder Cup in Ireland.  My officials have since had further discus-
sions with the European Tour in this regard and further meetings are planned.

As regards any further events being considered for possible agency support, I have asked 
Fáilte Ireland to reply directly to the Deputy in this regard.  Please contact my private office if 
you have not received a reply within ten working days.

06/11/2018WRNN03100Road Toll Data

06/11/2018WRNN03200914. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
estimated daily revenue arising from tolls on the M50 in comparison with other toll roads; the 
extent to which revenue has fluctuated in the past five years to date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45353/18]

06/11/2018WRNN03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy in relation to roads.  The 
planning, design and implementation of individual road projects on national roads are a mat-
ter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 in conjunction with 
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the relevant local authority. For regional and local roads it is a matter for each respective local 
authority.

More specifically, the statutory powers to levy tolls on national roads as well as regional and 
local roads, to make toll bye-laws and to enter into toll agreements with private investors are 
vested in TII (for national roads) and each local authority (for regional and local roads) under 
Part V of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the 
Roads Act 2007).  

Noting the above, I am referring the question to TII for direct reply within 10 working days.  
Please inform my private office if you do not receive the information.

  Question No. 915 answered with Question No. 911.

  Question No. 916 answered with Question No. 910.

  Question No. 917 answered with Question No. 911.

  Question No. 918 answered with Question No. 889.

06/11/2018WRNN03800Coast Guard Services

06/11/2018WRNN03900919. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
has examined the potential of the Air Corps being redeployed to provide helicopter support 
services for the Irish Coast Guard; and if he will request a business case or cost benefit analysis 
to examine this potential. [45371/18]

06/11/2018WRNN04000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The Irish Coast Guard 
(IRCG), a Division of my Department, discharges the State’s responsibility for Maritime Search 
& Rescue (SAR), counter pollution and salvage operations, maritime assistance and vessel traf-
fic management information system (VTMIS) services and safety awareness.  A Service Level 
Agreement between the Department of Defence and the Irish Coast Guard (IRCG) for the pro-
vision of services by the Defence Forces to the IRCG lays out the scope and the provision of 
services and was signed in August 2013. The SLA is scheduled to be reviewed in the coming 
months. The Air Corps provides services to the Irish Coast Guard as set out in Annex II of this 
agreement. At the request of the IRCG, the Air Corps rotary wing, on an as available basis, may 
provide assistance as follows:- 

- SAR search support;

- On-scene air Co-ordinator

- Island Medevacs and mountain rescues when the IRCG helicopters are unable to respond;

- Maritime surveillance; 

- Partake in joint training exercises as required e.g. annual IRCG training exercises with 
Mountain Rescue Teams; and 

- Technical advice as appropriate.

In 2018 so far the IRCG has received support in the form of 5 surveillance flights, 1 top 
cover flight and 1 SAR flight from Air Corps fixed wing assets. No rotary flights were required. 
The Defence Forces at all times retain overall responsibility for the tasking and deployment of 
their respective assets.  Any future re-deployment of Air Corps assets will be a matter for the 
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Minister of Defence to consider.

06/11/2018WRNN04100Airport Development Projects

06/11/2018WRNN04200920. Deputy Michael Harty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the way 
in which the proposed plans for a third terminal at Dublin Airport are consistent with Project 
Ireland 2040 plans to achieve 75% population growth outside of Dublin (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45415/18]

06/11/2018WRNN04300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the deputy will be 
aware, consultants were appointed last year, in line with a commitment outlined in the National 
Aviation Policy, to conduct a high-level strategic capacity review of Ireland’s State airports. 
This Review was delivered to me at the end of August and provides a very helpful assessment 
which is both specific about short terms actions as well as identifying further work that needs to 
be undertaken to assist in decision-making for the longer term to 2050. To ensure that there is 
an open approach to the policy options for Dublin Airport, including any decision on a third ter-
minal, I have just commenced a process of consultation on the Review in which all stakehold-
ers will have an opportunity to set out their views. When I have all the views and information 
available to me, I will carefully consider the issues and make recommendations to Government 
in early 2019.  

The Review took into account the policy objectives of supporting the roles of Cork and 
Shannon Airports as key tourism and business gateways for their regions, along with the devel-
opment of Dublin as a secondary hub.  This is in line with the National Aviation Policy which 
recognises the roles that both Cork and Shannon play in the regions.  The smaller regional 
airports in Donegal, Knock, Kerry and Waterford are dealt with separately under the Regional 
Airports Programme 2015-2019.  As part of the negotiations on the Budget, the deputy may 
be aware, that I secured an increase in the allocation for the Programme for 2019 – going from 
around €13m in 2018 to around €21m in 2019. 

Project Ireland 2040 and the National Development Plan 2017-2027 support high quality In-
ternational connectivity investments consistent with sectorial priorities already defined through 
the National Aviation Policy. Significant investment in Ireland’s airports, and in Dublin Airport, 
as Ireland’s main international gateway, will play a major role in safeguarding and enhancing 
Ireland’s international connectivity which is fundamental to our international competitiveness, 
trading performance and attractiveness to foreign direct investment.  Our focus remains is on 
ensuring that we have the optimum network for Ireland given the importance of international 
connectivity for the well-being of the country.  That involves having a strong national airport 
in our capital city, as well as strong regional airports in Cork and Shannon, complemented by 
the smaller regional airports.  I do not accept the view that it is a question of developing either 
Dublin or the other airports around the country. They all have their roles to play for the Irish 
economy.

06/11/2018WRNN04400Transport Policy

06/11/2018WRNN04500921. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the exact 
low emission technology for the future purchasing of Dublin buses has been determined; the 
work being prepared by his Department for the implementation of no longer purchasing diesel 
only buses from July 2019 onwards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45433/18]

06/11/2018WRNN04600922. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
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allocated to the green public transport fund in Budget 2019; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45434/18]

06/11/2018WRNN04700923. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the funding 
drawn down in 2018 by the NTA to support the alternative urban fleet trials; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45435/18]

06/11/2018WRNN04800924. Deputy John Curran asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the NTA’s 
alternative urban fleet trials has taken place; if so, the findings of these trials; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45436/18]

06/11/2018WRNN04900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 921 to 924, inclusive, together.

In line with our commitment under the National Development Plan, work is currently un-
derway in my Department and its agencies to prepare for the transition away from purchasing 
diesel-only buses for urban PSO services after July 2019.  As I have previously indicated to the 
Deputy, comprehensive vehicle trials will commence before the end of this year to help further 
inform purchasing decisions for new buses over the coming years which will consider carbon 
emissions, air quality impacts, and potential contribution towards renewable energy targets as 
well as costs, vehicle availability, and operational and infrastructural requirements.  No deci-
sion has yet been taken on the most appropriate low emission fuels or technologies for future 
urban bus procurement in Dublin or elsewhere; this will be informed by the findings of the tri-
als, amongst other research, following their conclusion in early 2019.

Within my Department’s overall funding allocation for 2018, €5.5m was assigned in 2018 
specifically to provide for a Carbon Reduction Programme to fund measures which support de-
carbonising the transport sector. From within that allocation, funding was sourced for the Green 
Public Transport Fund, which was established to support the uptake of low carbon, energy effi-
cient technologies within the public transport sector. In Budget 2019, €7m has been assigned for 
the Carbon Reduction Programme; from this allocation funding will be made available under 
the Green Public Transport Fund as required and in accordance with approved projects.

As the Deputy is aware, the Fund is intended to support piloting and uptake of energy-
efficient and alternatively fuelled technologies for PSO operators within the bus fleet and small 
public service vehicle (SPSV) sector, as well as bridging the price differential between such 
technologies and conventionally fuelled vehicles. No drawdown from the Fund has yet taken 
place to support the bus trials but to date three contracts have been successfully awarded. The 
Fund also supports the transition of the national SPSV fleet to alternative technologies through 
the establishment of the Electric Vehicle SPSV Grant Scheme. By the end of October 2018, 
€198,117 had been drawn down from the Fund to pay grants under this scheme.

06/11/2018WRNN05300Airport Development Projects

06/11/2018WRNN05400925. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he will re-
quest the DAA to provide longitudinal data to north County Dublin residents who have request-
ed and been promised the information in order to facilitate their input in the public consultation 
under way on noise action plans connected with Dublin Airport. [45447/18]

06/11/2018WRNN05500Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I have been advised 
by the daa that the longitudinal data requested was given to local residents on 31 October.
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06/11/2018WRNN05600Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRNN05700926. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the de-
tails of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his Department 
has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45466/18]

06/11/2018WRNN05800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I can confirm no such meetings took place and no correspondence was received 
from the person either.

06/11/2018WRNN05900Road Improvement Schemes

06/11/2018WRNN06000927. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status 
of the planned upgrade works to the N4 route between Mullingar and Longford; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45473/18]

06/11/2018WRNN06100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and operation 
of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in relation to local and regional 
roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WROO00200Ministerial Correspondence

06/11/2018WROO00300928. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if cor-
respondence sent to him by a person (details supplied) in County Donegal has been received; 
if a reply has issued to the correspondence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45498/18]

06/11/2018WROO00400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Yes, I can confirm 
that the correspondence referred to has just recently been received, an acknowledgement has 
already issued and a full reply will issue very shortly.

06/11/2018WROO00500Transport Infrastructure Provision

06/11/2018WROO00600929. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
date on which a pedestrian and cycleway will open between the Dublin road and harbour and 
docks area in a town (details supplied) in County Wicklow; if Irish Rail has a role in this project 
in view of the fact the route includes an underpass of the DART and commuter line; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45499/18]

06/11/2018WROO00700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The NTA has statutory responsibility for the planning and development 
of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including cycling and walking 
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infrastructure.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility for implementation of public transport in the Greater Dub-
lin Area, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please 
contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

06/11/2018WROO00800Light Rail Projects

06/11/2018WROO00900930. Deputy John Brassil asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans 
to resume the Tralee and Dingle light rail projects as a tourist attraction; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45501/18]

06/11/2018WROO01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): I understand that the Deputy is referring to the light railway project on the Tralee 
to Blennerville section of the Tralee to Dingle railway line. 

I can confirm to the Deputy that I have met with Fáilte Ireland, local project promoters and 
Kerry County Council to discuss the project. 

In terms of potential supports that might possibly be available through Fáilte Ireland to 
assist the project, there is no applicable grant scheme open for applications at present and the 
specifics of future schemes and funding calls have yet to be determined. I understand, however, 
that Fáilte Ireland is planning to issue a second call under its Grants Scheme for Large Tourism 
Projects by the second Quarter of 2019.  Should the owners or operators wish, they may contact 
Fáilte Ireland for further advice and information.

06/11/2018WROO01100Bus Services

06/11/2018WROO01200931. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport when the 
amended bus network redesign following submissions for BusConnects will be published; and 
if there will be an opportunity for further submissions on this matter. [45669/18]

06/11/2018WROO01300932. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the process 
by which a person (details supplied) was selected as consultant on the BusConnects process; the 
tender process for this appointment; and the number of persons considered. [45670/18]

06/11/2018WROO01400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 931 and 932 together.

As Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, I have responsibility for policy and overall 
funding in relation to public transport.  The NTA has statutory responsibility for the planning 
and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including Bus-
Connects. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility for implementation of public transport in the Greater Dub-
lin Area, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please 
contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

06/11/2018WROO01600Road Projects Expenditure

06/11/2018WROO01700933. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the spend on 
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previous plans to upgrade the N4 route which was shelved in 2011; and the amount of the work 
completed up to 2011 which will be of benefit to present plans to upgrade the road. [45671/18]

06/11/2018WROO01800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and operation 
of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in relation to local and regional 
roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WROO01900Road Improvement Schemes

06/11/2018WROO02000934. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his future 
plans to upgrade the R392 Mullingar to Ballymahon road which has experienced an increase in 
traffic volumes. [45672/18]

06/11/2018WROO02100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The improvement and 
maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are 
funded from a local authority’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial 
selection and prioritisation of works is also a matter for the local authority.

My Department is providing grant assistance to Longford County Council under the Spe-
cific Grant programme for various improvement works on the R392 at present. 

06/11/2018WROO02200Road Projects Data

06/11/2018WROO02300935. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the length 
of time it takes for a development to go through all stages from road approval to road opening; 
and the way in which this compares with international standards. [45673/18]

06/11/2018WROO02400Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the 
national roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design, construc-
tion and development stages of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in 
relation to local and regional roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned, in relation to national roads. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WROO02500Irish Aviation Authority

06/11/2018WROO02600936. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the board 
of the IAA is at its full compliment. [45674/18]

06/11/2018WROO02700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): There are four direc-
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tor vacancies on the Board of the Irish Aviation Authority and there is a formal process under-
way to select suitable candidates to fill these vacancies, in accordance with the Guidelines for 
State Board Appointments. 

06/11/2018WROO02800Rail Network Safety

06/11/2018WROO02900937. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
he has had engagement with the Minister for Justice and Equality or his officials regarding the 
establishment of a dedicated national transport police service; if he has consulted with national 
and regional transport bus and rail services regarding same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45751/18]

06/11/2018WROO03000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy to 
my response to parliamentary question [no 45650/18].

06/11/2018WROO03100Rail Network Safety

06/11/2018WROO03200938. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
resources available to Irish Rail in the context of onboard and in station security; the number 
of staff available to Irish Rail for security and preventing anti-social behaviour on its services 
and stations; the number of contracted security staff working within the Irish Rail system; the 
number of anti-social behaviour incidents reported to Irish Rail and An Garda Síochána in 2017 
and to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45752/18]

06/11/2018WROO03300Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I refer the Deputy 
to my response to parliamentary question [no 45650/18].  As I already stated the safety and 
security of passengers and staff, including arrangements to deal with anti-social behaviour, are 
matters first and foremost for the individual public transport companies in conjunction with, as 
appropriate, An Garda Síochána. 

The particular issues raised by the Deputy are operational matters for Iarnród Éireann and 
I have therefore forwarded your question to the company for direct reply.  Please contact my 
office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WROO03400Park and Ride Facilities

06/11/2018WROO03500939. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
progress being made to establish park and ride facilities for Galway city as recommended in the 
Galway transport strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45768/18]

06/11/2018WROO03600Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As the Deputy is 
aware, the Galway Transport Strategy was developed by the relevant local authorities in part-
nership with the National Transport Authority (NTA). The Strategy identified potential park and 
ride sites along the M6, N17 and to the west of the city.

Implementation of the Strategy is primarily a matter for the local authorities in line with 
their statutory roles and responsibilities. 

However, the NTA does have a role in supporting implementation through its provision of 
funding to develop public transport infrastructure. Noting their responsibility in relation to this 
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matter,  I have therefore forwarded your query to the NTA for direct reply.  Please notify my 
office if you have not received a reply within 10 working days. 

06/11/2018WROO03700National Mitigation Plan

06/11/2018WROO03800940. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
targets set in relation to reducing the carbon emissions of the transport sector in Galway city; 
the proposed immediate, intermediate and long-term steps in order to achieve these targets; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45769/18]

06/11/2018WROO03900Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Reducing carbon 
emissions is a national challenge and requires concerted efforts across the country. In this re-
gard the National Mitigation Plan was published in 2017 and begins to set Ireland on a pathway 
towards decarbonisation with over 100 actions to reduce emissions from the electricity genera-
tion, built environment, agricultural and transport sectors. 

Although Ireland’s emission reduction targets are national in nature the transport sector 
will of course have to play a significant role in the mitigation effort. I am acutely aware of the 
specific challenges we face where travel demand is growing and fossil fuel use is firmly estab-
lished. To address this challenge, emission reductions and energy efficiencies are being strongly 
pursued through four main channels. 

Firstly, we are increasing investment in the public and sustainable transport to support mod-
al shift and accommodate growing travel demand.  An efficient public transport sector is a key 
priority in meeting our climate change goals.  The NDP has committed €8.6 billion to public 
transport over the next 10 years to 2027.  Improving public transport services and infrastructure 
is central to providing an alternative to the private car:  not only to reduce congestion and emis-
sions but also to enable the transport sector to cater, in an environmentally sustainable way, for 
the increasing demands associated with growing population and employment.  Major projects 
planned include: BusConnects, which will transform the bus network in our cities with new and 
expanded bus routes, greatly improved bus access, designated segregated cycle lanes and park 
and ride facilities; investment in the DART Expansion Programme; and the MetroLink.  We 
also have multi-annual urban Cycling and Walking Infrastructure investment underway for our 
main cities. 

Secondly, we are encouraging a transition away from fossil fuels.  In the ‘National Policy 
Framework on Alternative Fuels Infrastructure for Transport in Ireland’ I firmly outlined my 
ambition that by 2030 all new cars and vans sold in Ireland would be zero-emission capable. To 
support this ambition and a Programme for Partnership Government commitment, an interde-
partmental Low-Emitting Vehicles (LEV) Taskforce was jointly convened by my Department 
and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.  Phase 1 of the 
Taskforce considered a range of measures and options to accelerate the deployment of EVs.  
Arising from their recommendations further generous incentives for EVs were announced as 
part of Budgets 2018 and 2019 aimed at assisting all drivers in purchasing hybrid or electric 
cars, including significant toll reductions.  Phase 1 of the LEV Taskforce is now complete 
and the LEV Taskforce Progress Report is available on my Department’s website.  Phase 2 has 
begun its work and will consider the options available to Government to support the deploy-
ment of other alternative fuels, namely natural gas, biomethane, hydrogen, and synthetic/paraf-
finic fuels, with a particular emphasis on the heavy duty vehicle sector.

Thirdly, the Biofuels Obligation Scheme plays a major role in decarbonising the road trans-
port sector in Ireland.  The penetration of biofuels as a share of road transport energy has in-
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creased significantly over recent years from a share of 4 % in 2010 to 8% (by volume) from 
2017.  It is intended that the biofuel obligation scheme will be incrementally increased on a 
sustainable basis to help meet the renewable transport target of 10% by 2020 as set under the 
Renewable Energy Directive. The obligation rate will increase to 10% by volume from 1 Janu-
ary 2019; and again to 11% by volume from 1 January 2020.

Finally, an important role will be played by more efficient standards for vehicles.  Ireland 
continues to push strongly for better EU vehicles standards, seeking greater ambition in regula-
tions that ensure vehicles registered in Europe are increasingly more efficient and less emitting.  
It is through better technology and improved efficiency that carbon emissions generated by 
vehicles can be decoupled from increased economic activity and population growth.

The Deputy specifically references reduction of transport emissions in Galway city, where 
Galway County Council and Galway City Council, in partnership with the National Transport 
Authority (NTA), have developed the Galway Transport Strategy (GTS): an Integrated Trans-
port Strategy for Galway City and Environs. The NTA is also working closely with Galway on 
the transport elements of the Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans (MASPs), Regional, Spatial 
and Economic Strategies (RSES) and aligning these with metropolitan transport strategies. The 
integration of land-use and transportation is essential in creating sustainable city living. The 
alignment of settlement and land-use patterns with an integrated transportation strategy can 
provide opportunities to reduce car dependency and allow for greater investment in alternative 
means of travel including public transport, walking and cycling. It also delivers considerable 
benefits in terms of reduced congestion, reduced emissions, enhanced health and well-being 
and has benefits for the public realm. 

06/11/2018WROO04000Road Safety

06/11/2018WROO04100941. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the ac-
tion being taken to address the dangerous junction at a location (details supplied) which is clas-
sified as a high accident prone zone; if his attention has been drawn to the safety issues at this 
junction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45778/18]

06/11/2018WROO04200Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): As Minister for Trans-
port, Tourism & Sport, I have responsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the na-
tional roads programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the planning, design and operation 
of individual roads is a matter for the relevant road authority in relation to local and regional 
roads, or for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with the local authorities 
concerned, in relation to national roads.   This also includes the provision of potential safety 
improvement works on national roads 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply to you.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WROO04300Sports Capital Programme Applications

06/11/2018WROO04400942. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if a check 
will be carried out on an application by a group (details supplied) under the sports capital pro-
gramme; the reason the application was rejected; if his attention has been drawn to the concern 
of the group in respect of the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45794/18]

06/11/2018WROO04500Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
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dan Griffin): The organisation referred to by the Deputy made an application under the 2017 
Sports Capital Programme (SCP).  The application was deemed invalid due to incorrect or in-
sufficient supporting documentation and the organisation was given full details in this regard. 
All invalid applicants under the 2017 round of the SCP were invited to appeal this decision if 
they felt that the Department had erred in making their application invalid.  The club in question 
did not appeal the Department’s decision.

Furthermore, in March 2018 the club along with all other invalid applicants were informed 
that they would be able to correct their 2017 application for consideration under the 2018 SCP 
without the need to submit a complete new application. On 7 September, when the 2018 pro-
gramme opened for applications, the organisation was invited to either correct their 2017 ap-
plication or to make a new application. The 2018 round of the SCP closed for applications on 
Friday 19th October and I understand that no application was submitted by the club.  

06/11/2018WROO04600Rural Transport Programme Funding

06/11/2018WROO04700943. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if the 
possibility of increasing the budget for the rural transport programme by 10% has been inves-
tigated; the estimated cost of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45838/18]

06/11/2018WROO04800Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): The total allocation 
in 2018 to the Rural Transport Programme (RTP), which now operates under the “Local Link” 
brand, is almost €15 million.

This is the confirmed RTP allocation for this year, and any percentage increases over what-
ever timeframe, using whatever basis, may be calculated from it. However, as I have previously 
advised the House, I would caution that whatever calculations the Deputy might use, such fig-
ures would only be speculative.  Future funding levels for the programme will be subject to the 
annual Estimate and Budgetary  processes.

I would also like to point out that funding of €4.5m to meet the cost of the introduction 
of new regular rural services into the Local Link network has been allocated from the Public 
Service Obligation (PSO)budget, bringing the total funding for Local Link services this year 
to €19.5m which represents a significant increase on the 2017 RTP allocation of €14.4m. This 
significantly increased funding for Local Link services will continue in 2019. 

06/11/2018WROO04900Transport Support Scheme

06/11/2018WROO05000944. Deputy Stephen S. Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if 
€100,000 in funding will be included in his final budget preparations for the roll out of the just 
a minute card (details supplied). [45841/18]

06/11/2018WROO05100Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I understand that the 
Just A Minute (JAM) Card was developed in Northern Ireland and is used across a wide range 
of services there, including public transport. The JAM Card was originally developed for those 
with learning disabilities and difficulties but can be used by anyone with a communication bar-
rier.

I am aware that the promoters of the JAM Card have met with a range of organisations in 
Ireland, including individual transport companies, with a view to its introduction in this juris-
diction, following its success in Northern Ireland.  My Department attended a meeting with 
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the promoters as recently as 25th October.  I understand that the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) has also met the promoters recently.  

As the Deputy will be aware, under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the NTA has 
functional responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.  In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded your 
question to the NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not re-
ceive a response within 10 working days.

06/11/2018WROO05200Sports Capital Programme Administration

06/11/2018WROO05300945. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
number of spot checks on capital projects in each of the past four years under the sports capital 
programme; the number of those checked by year that raised concerns; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45861/18]

06/11/2018WROO05400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Bren-
dan Griffin): Spot-checks in relation to the Sports Capital Programme (SCP) are carried out in 
accordance with the relevant Department of Finance Guidelines and are carried out by the 
Finance Unit of my Department. Checks are undertaken in respect of payments made in the 
previous year so visits undertaken in 2017 related to payments made in 2016. The checks are 
primarily designed to  ensure that the work undertaken by grantees is consistent with that indi-
cated in the grant award, ensure that payments were paid correctly and in a timely manner, and 
that appropriate insurance is in place for grant aided facilities. The inspections are also used to 
obtain feedback from grantees on the Sports Capital Programme. 

In relation to the inspections carried out in the last four years, the information sought by the 
Deputy is set out in the table below.

Year of  Spot-check inspec-
tion

Number of checks (on pay-
ments from previous year)

Number of concerns raised

2014 11 3
2015 13 0
2016 14 3
2017 19 0
In relation to issues of concern, most were of a minor nature and included lack of adequate 

insurance on the day of the inspection, lack of appropriate disabled access and a delay in in-
stalling material funded by the Department.   Following subsequent liaison with the grantees in 
question, in all of these minor cases the matters were resolved to the satisfaction of the Depart-
ment.  

One case related to the lack of evidence of payment to the contractors. This case was ex-
amined under the Department’s procedures for dealing with cases of non-compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the SCP.  Upon conclusion of this examination, the club was banned 
from making future applications for a period of 24 months and the matter was passed on to the 
Gardaí for their attention and appropriate action.  

06/11/2018WROO05500North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WROO05600946. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport if he 
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will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45904/18]

06/11/2018WROO05700Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): Tourism Ireland is 
jointly funded by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Department for the 
Economy in Northern Ireland. The breakdown of the 2019 exchequer provision for tourism ser-
vices by subhead will be available in the Revised Estimates Volume (REV) for Public Services 
which will be published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

06/11/2018WROO05800Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WROO05900947. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the 
amount his Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigations and 
State inquiries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism and State tribunals; the 
number and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45917/18]

06/11/2018WROO06000Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Shane Ross): I can confirm to the 
Deputy that no monies have been spent in 2018 by my Department on carrying out commis-
sions of investigations or State inquiries.

06/11/2018WROO06100Early Childhood Care and Education

06/11/2018WROO06200948. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason 
she has changed the criteria of eligibility for the ECCE scheme recently; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44734/18]

06/11/2018WROO06300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The number of 
entry points reverted to one at the beginning of September 2018. One enrolment period at the 
start of the pre-school year will help to streamline the administration process and will make 
it easier for childcare providers to operate and budget for the programme year. It also makes 
it easier for parents to secure places on the Early Childhood Care and Education programme 
(ECCE) for their children. 

This policy change, along with the reduction of the minimum age requirement to 2 years 
and 8 months, has ensured that from September 2018, all children will be eligible for a full two 
programme years on the ECCE programme. This measure adds to previous enhancement of the 
programme and increases the duration of each registered child on ECCE from the original 38 
weeks to a potential duration of 76 weeks (two programme years) delivering on a commitment 
in the Programme for a Partnership Government that is good for children and families.

The upper age limit for the ECCE programme remains the same (i.e. a child is not eligible 
if they will be 5 years and 6 months before the end of the programme year.) The upper age limit 
for the ECCE programme was set in consultation with the Department of Education and Skills. 
It ensures that children transition into primary school with their peers and limits the age range 
of children beginning primary school. Limiting the diversity in age ranges in children begin-
ning primary school education is considered generally to be in the best interest of children, in 
relation to peer interaction in junior infants, as well as other educational considerations.

My Department does its best to ensure, in so far as possible, the equitable treatment of all 
children and families who apply for childcare funding under the ECCE Programme.  In order to 
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ensure objectivity and fairness, it is essential that clear rules exist for the scheme and that they 
are applied evenly. As stated above, the Department of Education and Skills informed the policy 
which these rules support.

06/11/2018WROO06400Early Childhood Care and Education Funding

06/11/2018WROO06500949. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
funding supports available for the development of early years sessional childcare facilities, 
including capital grants; the supports available for the development of facilities that offer full-
time childcare services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44735/18]

06/11/2018WROO06600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Depart-
ment’s annual capital offering for childcare has supported the development of full-time and 
sessional childcare services in terms of capacity, maintenance and quality.

The total Capital allocation for Early Years in 2018 was €6.86m.  From a budget of €6.36m, 
the 2018 Early Years and School Age Childcare Capital Programmes achieved the following:  

- 85 applications approved for the creation of 1,950 new early years places: 697 0-3 places, 
1,253 ECCE places; 

- 57 Essential maintenance and repair projects funded for community early years services;  

- 157 Natural outdoor play areas built in early years services; 

- 45  applications approved for the creation of 807 new school age childcare places; 

- 54 Essential maintenance and repair projects funded for community school age child-
care services.

Work is on-going on the 2018 Capital Programmes and final reporting has not been com-
pleted. Therefore, the above figures are provisional, subject to decommitals and contract refus-
als.

  In 2017, the total capital outturn for the Early Years and School Age Childcare Capital 
Programmes was €11.757m .  These programmes achieved the following: 

- 93 applications funded for the creation of 2,357 new early years places: 610 0-3 places, 
1,747 ECCE places; 

- 130 Building improvements and maintenance projects funded for community early years 
services; 

- 452 Natural outdoor play areas built in early years services; 

- 114 grants approved for building new school age childcare services, creating 3,390 new 
school age childcare places 

- 112 grants approved for expanding existing school age childcare services, creating 1,934 
new school age childcare places; 

- 263 Improvement of existing school age childcare services projects funded.

My Department also offers a total of €0.5m under the Childminding Development Grant 
(€0.25m) and the Parent & Toddler Grant (€0.25m) annually.
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The total capital budget for Early Years in 2019 has been confirmed at €8.86m.  The details 
of 2019’s Capital offering are currently in development and an announcement on these will is-
sue to all childcare providers once they have been finalised.

It is intended that this funding will be used to support necessary improvements to childcare 
infrastructure and to support childcare providers in preparation for the launch of the Affordable 
Childcare Scheme. 

06/11/2018WROO06700Early Childhood Care and Education

06/11/2018WROO06800950. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if an applica-
tion by a person (details supplied) will be examined for entry to the ECCE scheme; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44738/18]

06/11/2018WROO06900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Since Septem-
ber 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 8 months are 
eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
programme. This measure refines developments introduced in 2016 and increases the duration 
of each registered child on ECCE from a previous average of 61 weeks, to a potential duration 
of 76 weeks (two programme years) delivering fully on a commitment in the Programme for a 
Partnership Government that is good for children, families and Early Years providers. 

This new measure will address the previous situation with regard to multiple entry points 
whereby there was a broad fluctuation in the number of free preschool weeks a child could 
avail of (between 61 and 88 weeks depending on the date of birth of the child) and will ensure a 
programme that is equitable for all children. The situation where there was more than one entry 
point created a perception of inequality to some parents when they considered the variance in 
the number of weeks of ECCE provision, dependant on their entry point.  

It must be noted that age limits have been used to determine eligibility since the inception 
of the ECCE programme in 2010. These rules are a necessary component of any Government 
scheme and ensure that Exchequer funding is used for its intended purpose. 

The upper age limit for the ECCE programme was set in consultation with the Department 
of Education and Skills. It ensures that children transition into primary school with their peers 
and limits the age range of children beginning primary school. Limiting the diversity in age 
ranges in children beginning primary school education is considered generally to be in the best 
interest of children, in relation to peer interaction in junior infants, as well as other educational 
considerations.

Some children will not be able to commence their ECCE in September of the programme 
year as they will not have reached the age of 2 years and 8 months on or before 31st August. 
However, they will be able to commence ECCE in the following September and continue for 
a further year from September of the next programme year. Parents of children born around 
this time of the year may prefer for their children to start school at age 4 rather than 5 and may 
therefore choose to avail of one year of ECCE only. However, it is important to note that this is 
a parental choice and that the overall policy change has ensured that two programme years are 
available to all children. 

My Department does its best to ensure, in so far as possible, the equitable treatment of all 
children and families who apply for childcare funding under the ECCE Programme.  In order 
to ensure objectivity and fairness, it is essential that clear rules exist for the scheme and that 
they are applied evenly. An essential component of the ECCE programme rules is an eligibility 
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start date to ensure that the programme can be administered and budgeted for in an appropriate 
manner.  

06/11/2018WROO07000Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WROO07100951. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she, 
her departmental officials and-or her ministerial predecessors have met companies and an or-
ganisation (details supplied) and-or representatives of same in the past three years to date; if 
so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44770/18]

06/11/2018WROO07200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can inform 
the Deputy that neither I nor my Department officials have had meetings with the organisation 
concerned or with representatives of that organisation.  Also, there are no records in my Depart-
ment to indicate that any of my predecessors met with the organisation. 

06/11/2018WRPP00200Child Abuse

06/11/2018WRPP00300952. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the procedure 
followed by Tusla in dealing with subsequent disclosures of sexual abuse if they are made in 
cases in which a child’s allegation of sexual abuse has been judged to be unfounded. [44800/18]

06/11/2018WRPP00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone):  I have been 
advised by Tusla that, where allegations of abuse are made, by their nature the allegations must 
be assessed on an individual basis.  Allegations are assessed in the context of whatever informa-
tion is known about the child or the person suspected of alleged abuse.  A previous unfounded 
allegation is considered by Tusla to be significant, and should be judged in the context in which 
it was unfounded.

One possible reason for an outcome of unfounded is that the complainant would not engage 
in the process and make a complaint.  This would present a different context to one where the 
allegations were judged, on the balance of probabilities, to be unfounded.

06/11/2018WRPP00500Child Abuse

06/11/2018WRPP00600953. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the percentage 
of all allegations of child sexual abuse made to either Tusla or An Garda Síochána since 2013 
which have given rise to criminal charges being brought against the person against whom the 
allegation was made. [44802/18]

06/11/2018WRPP00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Criminal charg-
es can only be prepared following investigation by An Garda Síochána. Tusla , the Child and 
Family Agency, has no role in the processing of criminal charges and is not in a position to 
provide the information requested by the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRPP00800Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRPP00900954. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the loca-
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tion of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by her Department in each of the 
past ten years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44853/18]

06/11/2018WRPP01000955. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the con-
sultations undertaken by her Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44871/18]

06/11/2018WRPP01100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 954 and 955 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is being collated within my Department and will 
be forwarded as soon as possible.  The Deputy has since clarified that the Questions relate to 
written public consultations where the resulting report has been published.

My Department consults with stakeholders on a wide range of matters and provides many 
opportunities for children and young people to contribute their views on issues of national and 
personal importance.

06/11/2018WRPP01300Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

06/11/2018WRPP01400956. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the number 
of adults and children who spent time in Tusla funded domestic violence refuge and step down 
accommodation in 2017; and the average length of time these families spent in emergency ac-
commodation. [44927/18]

06/11/2018WRPP01500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency has responsibility for the provision of funding, co-ordination and support 
to 59 organisations nationally that deliver a range of services to victims of domestic, sexual 
and gender based violence. 22 of these organisations provide emergency refuge and emergency 
non-refuge accommodation to victims of domestic violence and their children. 

Tusla does not have access to live data on refuge use. Tusla-funded services provide data 
to Tusla on a retrospective basis. Tusla is currently in the process of gathering and processing 
this data for 2017 and expects to be in a position to report on it shortly. At present, the informa-
tion sought is not available. Initial indications from funded domestic violence services are that 
refuges consistently operate at full or near full-capacity. 

It should be noted that transitional or step down accommodation units, which may be run by 
Tusla-funded organisations, are not directly funded by Tusla. However, Tusla provides funding 
to many of these organisations for a range of community-based services to victims of domestic 
violence, and residents in transitional or step down accommodation units may access these 
services.

06/11/2018WRPP01600Youth Work Projects Funding

06/11/2018WRPP01700957. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if addi-
tional funding will be provided to an organisation (details supplied) in order to allow it to pay 
for restoration without damaging its existing allocation; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44966/18]

06/11/2018WRPP01800958. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the way 
in which additional funding promised to the youth work sector as part of budget 2019 will be 
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allocated; the breakdown between funding new and existing projects; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44967/18]

06/11/2018WRPP01900959. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs when fund-
ing to the youth work sector will be restored to the 2008 peak; her views on whether it is rea-
sonable to expect projects to be able to continue operating with significantly reduced levels of 
funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44968/18]

06/11/2018WRPP02000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 957 to 959, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, Budget 2019 has provided an additional €1.5 million in current 
funding to my Department to support the provision of youth services.  This additional funding 
will be used for programmes that target disadvantaged young people.  Following the Budget 
2019 announcement, my Department will soon commence a process with national organisa-
tions and Education and Training Boards to identify service development needs for 2019 and 
to finalise the 2019 allocations.  Every effort will be made to complete this process as soon as 
possible.

Future development and investment in youth services will be informed by area profiling and 
needs analysis surveys carried out by Education and Training Boards (ETB) which will develop 
a detailed social demographic profile in terms of both population numbers and deprivation lev-
els.  The Department is committed to working with ETBs to identify need and explore ways to 
address this need where it emerges.

Any youth project seeking an increase in funding should make a submission to their local 
ETB supported by a valid business case clearly outlining the requirement for increased funding 
and clearly demonstrating how the additional funding will enhance youth service provision.  
Any subsequent submission received from ETBs would be considered in the context of the 
overall budget available to the Department for youth service provision.

06/11/2018WRPP02300Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

06/11/2018WRPP02400960. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the cost of 
preparing the report of the expert technical group on the site of the former mother and baby 
home at Tuam. [45013/18]

06/11/2018WRPP02500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): An Expert 
Technical Group (ETG) was commissioned to provide advice on the options available to Gov-
ernment in appropriately responding to the discovery of juvenile remains interred on the site in 
Tuam.

The six person ETG employed a multidisciplinary approach to the technical issues at the 
Tuam site and included experts in forensic archaeology; Irish archaeology and remote sens-
ing; forensic anthropology; juvenile osteoarchaeology; forensic science and Irish medico-legal 
death investigations.

In addition, the ETG commissioned geophysical surveys and analysis, a consultant engi-
neers report and a health and safety report to inform its work.

In December 2017 the ETG report on the Tuam site ‘Options and Appropriate Courses of 
Action available to Government at the site of the former Mother and Baby Home, Tuam, Co. 
Galway’ was published.  The total cost of preparing the report was €140,000.
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06/11/2018WRPP02600Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

06/11/2018WRPP02700961. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the status 
of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and Certain Related Matters; 
the date by which the final reports from the commission will be published; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45014/18]

06/11/2018WRPP02800962. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the amount 
that has been spent on the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and Cer-
tain Related Matters in each year since its establishment. [45015/18]

06/11/2018WRPP02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 961 and 962 together.

The Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and certain related Matters 
was established by Government on 17 February 2015 (S.I. No. 57 of 2015).

In terms of the status of the Commission, it is important to recognise that the Commission 
is independent in the conduct of its statutory investigations.  I am not therefore in a position 
to provide detailed progress updates on its work.  The Commission is due to submit its 3 Final 
Reports by February 2019.

The Commission has prepared three Interim Reports to date, in July 2016, September 2016 
and September 2017.  I have published all three reports and the Commission is continuing with 
its work. 

Since it’s establishment expenditure of approximately €7.4 million has been incurred to 
support salaries, fees and other operational costs relating to the work of the independent Com-
mission and its engagement with former residents and other witnesses.

 Year  Commission Expenditure 
 2018  €1.7 (to end September) 
 2017  €2.1 
 2016  €2 
 2015  €1.5 
In addition, my Department has also directly incurred costs of approximately €1.6 million 

to date in supporting this work and responding to its reports to date.  This also includes the pro-
cesses I have commenced to complement the Commission’s work by facilitating former resi-
dents of these institutions to directly engage on the issues of concern to them and their families.

06/11/2018WRPP03100Child Abuse

06/11/2018WRPP03200963. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if it is Tusla 
policy that the questioning of children in regard to disclosures of sexual abuse is conducted in 
a child friendly and appropriate manner, in a child friendly and appropriate venue including in 
circumstances in which such questioning is being conducted by outside contractors; and if so, 
the way in which Tusla monitors if this policy is followed in each case. [45123/18]

06/11/2018WRPP03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Children may 
disclose sexual abuse in any environment and to any person they choose.  In all cases, where 
such a disclosure is made and referred to Tusla, a social worker will approach a meeting with 
the child on the basis of building a rapport.  Once the social worker has developed an under-
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standing of the child’s communication capabilities, he or she will be asked to tell their story 
in their own words.  The environment is supportive and child friendly.  The social worker will 
facilitate the child’s return to his or her carers.

The venues for such meetings can be in the child’s own home or school. However, on oc-
casion other suitable locations may have to be used depending on the level of urgency and/or 
the safety of the child. It is important that these venues are child friendly and have a supportive 
environment.  However, when medical consultation is necessary, the venue may need to be a 
more clinical setting. Every effort is made to make medical consultations as child friendly as 
possible.

Representatives from Tusla and outside agencies meet regularly to discuss ways of improv-
ing the quality of services in regards to children making disclosures of sexual abuse.

I have  also committed to establish centres for supporting children who have suffered sexual 
abuse  a way that would minimise their trauma while accessing care or health services, and 
engaging with the criminal justice system.

This proposal has the agreement of the Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles Flanagan 
TD and Minister for Health, Simon Harris TD, and a pilot centre will be opened in 2019.

06/11/2018WRPP03400Child Abuse

06/11/2018WRPP03500964. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the supports 
Tusla offers to children who have made disclosures of sexual abuse pending investigation of 
their allegations. [45125/18]

06/11/2018WRPP03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I am informed 
by Tusla that the level of supports required for children who make disclosures of sexual abuse 
varies on a case by case basis.  The child’s family, with the aid of advice and support from social 
workers and other suitably qualified professionals, are often able to provide the most appropri-
ate emotional support needed.  However, in situations when further support is required, social 
workers or social care leaders can remain in contact with the child and their family over an 
extended period of time.  This may involve working with the Gardaí and other agencies while a 
case is being investigated, or liaising with local General Practitioner Services and/or Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS).

If a child is linked in with other organisations they can avail of further sources of support. 
The social work department can act as consultant to these organisations in the provision of ad-
vice and support.

The most meaningful support to children comes from sources known to them before the 
disclosure was made.  Other sources of support are called upon as required in individual cir-
cumstances. 

06/11/2018WRPP03700Child Abuse

06/11/2018WRPP03800965. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the penal-
ties in place for persons who willingly make false allegations to Tusla regarding other persons. 
[45126/18]

06/11/2018WRPP03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Protection 
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for Persons Reporting Child Abuse Act, 1998, protects people who make a report of suspected 
child abuse to designated officers of Tusla, the HSE or to members of the Gardaí as long as the 
report is made in good faith and is not malicious.

Section 5 of that Act created a new offence of false reporting in cases where a report was 
made knowing the statement to be untrue.  In such cases  it is a matter for An Garda Síochána 
to investigate.

It is an offence to make a false report.  The penalties named in the Act, which can be im-
posed by the District Court, include a fine not exceeding €1,500 or a maximum of 12 months 
imprisonment, or both.  A fine not exceeding €15,000 or a maximum of 3 years imprisonment 
or both, may be imposed  by a higher court  (Circuit or Central Criminal Court).

Tusla is not a policing body and makes determinations, to inform the delivery of services or 
as a basis to share critical information with third parties, on the credibility of an allegation on 
a balance of probabilities. Where a referral is not considered to be credible, other factors may 
need to be taken into account, including where the person involved may have a genuine belief 
or, for example, a mental health issue.

06/11/2018WRPP04000Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRPP04100966. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if a com-
pany (details supplied) has undertaken work within her Department’s remit to build or renovate 
projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which it was 
built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since construction; 
the details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45194/18]

06/11/2018WRPP04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
has no record of any building or renovation works undertaken by the company referred to by 
the Deputy.  The agencies under the remit of my Department have advised me that they have 
not engaged the company for any building works or renovation projects.

06/11/2018WRPP04300Childcare Services

06/11/2018WRPP04400967. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which she remains satisfied regarding the availability of community child support 
services including the provision of support for after school activities through youth clubs and 
similar bodies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45357/18]

06/11/2018WRPP04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
continues to invest significant resources in the childcare sector generally. Over the last four 
Budgets (2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019) investment in childcare has increased by nearly 117% 
which reflects the emphasis being placed on improving access to affordable, high quality ser-
vices.

This investment includes funding of the Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) and the 
After School Childcare (ASCC) schemes.  CCS is a childcare programme targeted to support 
parents on a low income to avail of reduced childcare costs.  ASCC is designed to support par-
ents on eligible training courses, as well as certain categories of parents returning to work, by 
providing subsidised childcare places. Eligible children must be under 15 years of age to avail 
of these supports.  In September 2017, I increased significantly the subsidy paid under CCS to 
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make it more attractive for low income families.

When the Affordable Childcare Scheme is rolled out, school-age childcare services who are 
registered with Tusla will be able to avail of subsidies under the new scheme.  As Tusla-regis-
tration will be a requirement, I will shortly be introducing regulations (under the Child Care Act 
1991) to allow for the registration of school-age childcare providers.

There has been little change in the proportion of childcare provision that is community-
based.  According to the Pobal annual sector profile, which is carried out on my Department’s 
behalf, in 2013 approximately 26% of childcare services were community services. The latest 
data indicates that the proportion in 2018 is approximately 24%.

The annual survey suggests that supply of childcare places currently broadly matches de-
mand.  My Department is committed to keeping capacity in the sector under review.  Staff from 
City and County Childcare Committees are available across the country to assist parents who 
may have difficulty in meeting their childcare needs.

The Programme for a Partnership Government included a number of commitments to 
strengthen supports for school-age childcare.  My Department chaired a group with the Depart-
ment of Education and Skills to progress those commitments in a coherent way and to align 
relevant bodies of work under our respective areas of responsibility.  The result of this work, the 
Action Plan for School Age Childcare, was published in 2017.

Since the Action Plan was published, much progress has been made.  An expert working 
group on School Age Childcare has developed recommendations for my department on stan-
dards, which will be progressed in 2019.  The Department of Education and Skills has published 
guidelines to assist school authorities on how their premises might be utilised for school-age 
childcare and other activities where it can be facilitated by the school patron/trustees.

My Department has also provided a programme of capital grants, uptake of which has been 
very high.  In 2018 there were 45 applications with a value of €761,282 approved for the 
creation of 807 new School Age places under the school-age capital grant scheme.  Addition-
ally, 54 Essential Maintenance and Repair projects have been funded in 2018 for Community 
School Age services to the value of  €250,763 under the capital programme.

While youth groups may choose to provide school-age childcare or other services, to date 
evidence of this is limited.  Youth clubs funded by my Department under the Local Youth Club 
Grant Scheme must be volunteer-led.  While some staff-led targeted youth services are co-
located with pre-schools and/or after-schools, the youth funding is not in any way linked to the 
operation of these services.

06/11/2018WRPP04600Juvenile Offenders

06/11/2018WRPP04700968. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she maintains dialogue with the prison services with a view to providing ap-
propriate support for first-time offender juveniles on their release from prison; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45358/18]

06/11/2018WRPP04800Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): On 31 March 
2017, I signed the necessary orders, to end the practice of detaining 17-year-old boys in adult 
prison facilities.  Since then, any child who is remanded in custody or sentenced to a period 
of detention is accommodated in Oberstown Children Detention Campus.  Hence, there are no 
children detained in adult prisons.
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A comprehensive care model of, Care, Education, Health and Well-being, Offending Be-
haviour and Preparation for returning to families and community (CEHOP), is in operation at 
Oberstown with the aim of achieving the best outcomes for young people in detention.  CEHOP 
was developed by Oberstown and is a bespoke model for the delivery of care programmes.

When a child arrives in Oberstown, his/her care programme is based on the child’s leaving 
date.  Depending on the length of their remand or detention, Oberstown develops plans based 
on the child’s short, medium and long-term needs, always focusing on their ultimate return and 
reintegration into the community and reducing the risk of re-offending.

Preparation for leaving involves practical programmes that are regularly reviewed and con-
stantly supervised.  Placement Planning Meetings take place at regular intervals throughout the 
child’s time in Oberstown.  These cover all aspects of the child’s care including accommoda-
tion, living skills, finances, work, education and health.  Oberstown involves all relevant parties 
which includes the young person themselves as well as the key people in their lives such as 
parents/family, carers, as well as representatives from care, education, health and other relevant 
external agencies.

06/11/2018WRPP04900Children in Care

06/11/2018WRPP05000969. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she and agencies under her remit continue to monitor reports of children at risk, 
whether in institutional care, foster care or homeless; the extent to which she can offer assis-
tance in such situations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45359/18]

06/11/2018WRPP05100Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, has a statutory duty under the Child Care Act 1991 to promote the welfare 
of children who are not receiving adequate care and protection, and if necessary, to receive a 
child into the care of the State.

The placement of children in care is governed by Regulations and National Standards. These 
provide for the welfare of the child, including their health, education, assessment of need, care 
planning, supervision of placement, contact with family, general care practices, care records, 
and safety precautions.  Children, depending on their identified needs, may be placed  in foster 
care either with relatives or general foster carers, in residential care, high support or special care 
or other placement types.  The majority of children are placed in long term stable placements 
and currently over 92% of children are placed in foster care.  A key part of the social worker role 
is to ensure the quality and safety of the child’s placement, and to meet with the child on a one 
to one basis on all visits.  There are safeguards surrounding each child care placement, whether 
foster or residential care and all placements are supervised by a professionally qualified social 
worker.

All foster care services and statutory residential centres are subject to inspection by the 
Health Information Quality Authority (HIQA).  Private and voluntary residential centres are 
inspected by Tusla against National Standards.  Inspection reports of children’s residential cen-
tres, fostering services and child protection services are also reviewed and analysed by my 
officials.  The overview of these reports provides me with a level of assurance on the overall 
capacity of Tusla to identify and provide services to families and children who are at risk.

Tusla has a dedicated Quality Assurance Team. This team produces monthly, quarterly and 
annual reports in respect of Tusla’s functions, including detailed reporting on child safety and 
protection services. Tusla provides me with information on children in care, their placement 
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type, care status and allocation of social workers. Within my Department there is a Unit which 
scrutinises these reports and briefs me and senior officials on issues of note. The reports provide 
statistical evidence of improvements to child welfare and protection services and highlights 
challenges and areas where further improvement is required, such as the recruitment of addi-
tional social workers.

 Officials from my Department meet Tusla management on a regular basis to review the 
level of service provision, including areas in need of improvement.

The Deputy should also be aware that children in care have access to independent advocacy 
supports, such as the organisation Empowering People in Care (EPIC).  Children in care also 
have access to the complaints mechanism in Tulsa, and may make complaints, or be assisted to 
make complaints, about their care to the Office of the Ombudsman for Children.

In the context of the Child Care Act 1991, my Department has policy responsibility for 
children under 18 years of age who present as “out of home” without their parent or guardian.  
Children under the age of 16 who present as homeless without their parent or guardian are taken 
into care.  Children aged 16 and 17 may be taken into care or provided with a service under 
section 5 of the Child Care Act 1991 which deals with accommodation for homeless children.  
Children who are homeless and in emergency accommodation are in the care of their parent or 
guardian.  Where there are no welfare or protection concerns, Tusla’s role is to provide family 
support if it is required.

06/11/2018WRPP05200Homeless Persons Supports

06/11/2018WRPP05300970. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she can liaise with and offer assistance to homeless children whose parents may 
also be homeless; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45360/18]

06/11/2018WRPP05400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): While the De-
partment of Housing, Planning and Local Government has ultimate responsibility for managing 
homelessness, as the Deputy is aware, I am committed to helping children and families as part 
of a whole-of-Government response to homelessness.

The Child Care Act 1991 (as amended), requires Tusla to take reasonable steps to make 
available accommodation to children who are homeless and have no accommodation that they 
can reasonably occupy.  These children may be taken into the care of Tusla or, in the case of 
children aged 16 or 17, they may be provided with accommodation under section 5 of the Act.

Where children are homeless as part of a family experiencing homelessness, my Depart-
ment is working closely with Tusla to provide supports to mitigate the challenges faced by 
these parents and children.  These include the introduction of free childcare for the children of 
families experiencing homelessness.  As part of the scheme a daily meal is provided for each 
child, the cost of which is included in the subvention rate. The scheme is also designed to help 
those transitioning from homelessness to permanent accommodation.

Tusla works together with other statutory and voluntary agencies to provide services and 
supports to children, young people and families experiencing homelessness.

Family Resource Centres, part funded by Tusla, are working with people who are expe-
riencing homelessness and many have developed local responses to the needs of families in 
emergency accommodation.  These include, by way of example, family fun days, homework 
support, after school programmes, play therapy and transport services.
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In recognition of the difficulties associated with homelessness and school attendance, Tus-
la’s Educational Welfare Service offers a number of supports to children (and families) experi-
encing homelessness.

Tusla and the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive (DRHE) have agreed a joint protocol to 
facilitate an inter-agency response to the many challenges posed by homelessness.  The main 
aim of the joint protocol is to work in partnership to address the family support needs of home-
less families and to promote inter-agency cooperation.

As part of the protocol, Tusla provides support to the DHRE’s ‘one-stop-shop’ assessment 
centres.  Here the role of Tusla staff is to participate as required with regard to issues involv-
ing child protection and welfare, educational welfare and Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based 
Violence (DSGBV) services.

Referrals received from Case Workers located in Assessment Centres are responded to as 
appropriate.  The Tusla Homelessness Liaison Officer provides broad-based supports to the 
centres.

It is important to note that Tusla only intervenes in family life in exceptional circumstances.  
Children who are with their families in emergency accommodation remain in the care of their 
parents or guardians.  Where Tusla has concerns regarding the welfare and development of any 
child they will provide family supports to assist that family and child.

Ultimately, my concern is that we minimise and then eliminate the problem of homeless-
ness.  In the meantime, I will continue to support measures to help those affected, to the greatest 
degree possible within my area of responsibility.

06/11/2018WRPP05500Child Protection

06/11/2018WRPP05600971. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which adequate early warning systems exist to alert her Department to the threat to 
children and young persons of cybergrooming; the extent to which the issue can be combatted; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45361/18]

06/11/2018WRPP05700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Minister 
is not aware of any early warning systems relevant to cyber grooming and would direct the 
Deputy to the Department of Justice and Equality as that Department has responsibility for 
legislation in this area.

06/11/2018WRPP05800Counselling Services Provision

06/11/2018WRPP05900972. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
extent to which she envisages improved counselling services for children at risk and their fami-
lies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45362/18]

06/11/2018WRPP06000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Under the Child 
and Family Agency Act, 2013, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency is required to support and 
promote the development, welfare and protection of children.  Tusla provides funding to vol-
untary organisations offering a range of counselling, psychotherapy and support services to 
children and families including: 

- Marriage and relationship counselling, 
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- Child counselling, 

- Rainbows Peer Support Programme for children, 

- Bereavement counselling and support on the death of a family member.

In 2018, Tusla is providing funding of approximately €6.155 million to support organisa-
tions providing counselling services, the majority of which are voluntary.  The funding pro-
vided by Tusla focuses on the development of support services in the community for families to 
enhance stability in family life and to assist children and families and their members in dealing 
with difficult periods in their lives.

Tusla’s priority is to ensure that counselling services provide support and promote the de-
velopment, welfare and protection of children and the effective functioning of families.  Tusla 
has committed to formulating an overall plan for Tusla therapeutic services.  In its examination 
of available services, Tusla is considering how best to deliver community-based therapeutic and 
counselling services.

In 2018, all counselling services funded by Tusla signed a new service level agreement 
which introduced comprehensive governance standards and included a provision to ensure ac-
cessibility of these services to all family types.

Mental health policy is under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Health, and Tusla 
works closely with other care providers including the Health Service Executive (HSE), in re-
spect of access to child and adolescent mental health services.

Tusla will continue to work closely with service providers to support children and young 
people at risk and the effective functioning of families.

06/11/2018WRPP06100Youth Services Funding

06/11/2018WRPP06200973. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount of funding made available to various youth and youth support organisations in the 
course of 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45363/18]

06/11/2018WRPP06300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): As the Deputy 
may be aware in 2018 an extra €1.5 million was allocated in current funding to support the 
provision of youth services, which brought the total current youth funding available to my 
Department to €58.9 million.  The additional funding is being used for programmes that target 
disadvantaged young people.

My Department administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the 
provision of youth services to young people throughout the country including those from disad-
vantaged communities.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work involving 
approximately 1,400 youth work staff working in youth services and communities throughout 
the country.

These schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme, under which funding is made 
available to thirty national and major regional youth organisations.  Targeted supports for dis-
advantaged, marginalised and at risk young people are provided through the Special Projects 
for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund Rounds 1 and 2, Local 
Drugs Task Force Projects and certain other programmes including the Local Youth Club Grant 
Scheme and Youth Information Centres.
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The Local Youth Club Grant Scheme supports youth work activities at a local level.  These 
grants are made available to all youth clubs and groups through the local Education and Train-
ing Boards.  Each year, in the region of 1700 local youth clubs are eligible to apply under the 
scheme.

06/11/2018WRPP06400Youth Services Funding

06/11/2018WRPP06500974. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the ex-
tent to which she continues to support an organisation (details supplied) throughout the county; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45364/18]

06/11/2018WRPP06600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the provision of youth 
services to young people throughout the country including those from disadvantaged commu-
nities.  The funding schemes support national and local youth work involving approximately 
1,400 youth work staff  working in youth services and communities throughout the country.

As the Deputy may be aware, in 2018, €58.9 million has been allocated in current fund-
ing to support the provision of youth services which is being used for programmes that target 
disadvantaged young people and to assist national youth organisations in their work to support 
local voluntary youth services.

In 2018, an amount of €539,425 was allocated by my Department for the projects and ser-
vices under Kildare Youth Services, which operates under Youth Work Ireland.

My Department provides funding to Kildare Youth Services under the Special Projects for 
Youth Scheme in respect of six local youth projects in Athy, Naas, Leixlip, Newbridge, the 
Curragh and Kildare town and also provides funding for a Youth Information Centre in Naas.

06/11/2018WRPP06700Children in Care

06/11/2018WRPP06800975. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
number of children in residential or foster care; the extent to which adequate resources remain 
available to meet the demand in both circumstances; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45365/18]

06/11/2018WRPP06900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Foster care is 
the main form of alternative care for children in need of care and protection, and is the preferred 
option for children who cannot live with their parents or guardians.  As of the 31 August 2018, 
of the children in care, 92% were in foster care nationally; there were 4,005 children in general 
foster care, 1,642 in relative care and 366 children were in a residential care placement, with the 
remaining children in other care placements appropriate to their assessed needs.

For children who cannot live either at home or in an alternative family environment such as 
foster care, there are a number of types of residential care settings that may be appropriate, of 
which secure care is one type.

A very small number of children (2%) are in other care placements.  Such placements can 
include supported lodgings, at home under a care order, detention centre/prison, youth home-
less facilities, other residential centres e.g. therapeutic, disability, residential assessment, des-
ignated mother and baby units.



6 November 2018

443

Foster care is the preferred option for children who have been received into care.  This can 
be as a result of abuse and/or neglect and their parents’ inability to care for them due to a com-
bination of difficulties in their own lives.  In recent years, more than 90% of children in care 
were in a foster care placement.

There are regular area recruitment campaigns to meet foster care demands.  Fostering teams 
are responsible for the recruitment and assessment of foster carers.  When an assessment is 
complete, a report is presented to the Foster Care Committee who decide whether or not to ap-
prove the applicant.

The recruitment and retention of an appropriate range of foster carers is part of Tusla’s busi-
ness plan.  Tusla are particularly interested in recruiting foster carers with the skills required 
to look after children with complex needs, or from a range of ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

06/11/2018WRQQ00200Youth Services

06/11/2018WRQQ00300976. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
aspect of youth affairs that has generated most concern in the past ten years; the extent to which 
adequate action was taken; the quality and efficacy of measures put in place to address such 
issues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45366/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ00400Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Prior to the 
establishment of my Department in 2011, funding for youth services was provided through a 
number of disparate funding schemes and administered by several Government Departments. 
Against this backdrop, my Department has engaged in a reform programme to ensure quality-
effective, value for money services that are evidence-informed and designed to secure the best 
outcomes for young people.

In this regard you will be aware that the targeted schemes supporting youth services were 
the subject of a Value for Money and Policy Review. The review involved an in-depth scrutiny 
of the impact youth service provision has on young people’s lives.  The review made a number 
of recommendations for the future operation of the youth schemes and their development in the 
years ahead.

These included the merging the Special Projects for Youth Scheme, the Young Peoples Fa-
cilities and Services Fund 1 and 2 and Local Drugs Task Force Projects into a single youth 
funding scheme. The work on the development of this new funding scheme has been prioritised 
by my Department and consultations with youth services are continuing with a view to intro-
ducing the new youth funding programme in line with the Value for Money and Policy Review 
of Youth Programmes on a transitional basis in 2019 and fully in 2020.

My Department administers a range of funding schemes and programmes to support the 
provision of youth services to young people throughout the country including those from disad-
vantaged communities. The funding schemes support national and local youth work involving 
approximately 1,400 youth work staff working in youth services and communities throughout 
the country. The schemes include the Youth Service Grant Scheme under which funding is 
made available on an annual basis to thirty national and major regional youth organisations, the 
Local Youth Club Grant Scheme which supports youth work activities at a local level and the 
Youth Information Centre Scheme which funds twenty-five Youth Information Centres.

The National Youth Strategy 2015-2020, published in 2015 was developed in close con-
sultation with statutory youth interests and the voluntary youth organisations and services that 
work with young people.  The strategy sets out Government’s aims for young people, aged 10 
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to 24 years, so that they are active and healthy, achieving their full potential in learning and 
development, safe and protected from harm, have economic security and opportunity and are 
connected and contributing to their world.

06/11/2018WRQQ00500Child Protection

06/11/2018WRQQ00600977. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
degree to which she expects to be in a position to ensure that children or young adults at risk or 
deemed to be at risk do not remain in or are allowed to return to the accommodation in which 
the risk has occurred; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45367/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ00700Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla act im-
mediately on notification of an immediate risk to a child. Children who are in a situation of 
immediate risk may initially be dealt with by An Garda Síochána or by Tusla, but in the main 
both agencies work together in such cases.  Tusla, when alerted to a child at immediate risk, for 
instance a young child left alone at home or abandoned, will contact AGS if the child needs to 
be removed from that situation.

Gardaí have specific powers under Section 12 of the Child Care Act to remove a child from 
a situation of danger, and under Section 13 of to deliver that child into the custody of Tusla. 
Tusla will at that point carry out an assessment to determine the child’s needs. This may in some 
cases include applying for an Emergency Care Order. In all cases, a plan will be put in place to 
ensure that the child is safe from harm.

In relation to returning a child to accommodation from which they were removed,  this may 
occur if the person  who posed the risk is no longer there, or if a protective adult is in place.

06/11/2018WRQQ00800Family Resource Centres

06/11/2018WRQQ00900978. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the addi-
tional funding to be provided to family resource centres in 2019; the increase for each existing 
centre and new projects; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45413/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ01000Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency, administers the Family Resource Centre (FRC) Programme.

In Budget 2018, I secured additional funding of €3.0m for Tusla to support the Family 
Resource Centre Programme. The additional funding was to support existing Family Resource 
Centres and for expansion of the Programme with the inclusion of 11 new centres, which means 
that 120 centres will be operational by the end of 2018. 

In Budget 2019, I was pleased to announce a €33m increase in funding for Tusla. In the 
coming weeks, I will issue Tusla with its 2019 Performance Statement, indicating my priorities 
for Tusla next year, which includes the investment of targeted funds for further development of 
Family Resource Centres.

Tusla will continue to work with Family Resource Centres throughout the country and will 
discuss service needs and funding resources with centres, where appropriate. Tusla is commit-
ted to using all available resources for children and families in the most efficient, equitable, 
proportionate and sustainable way.
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06/11/2018WRQQ01100Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRQQ01200979. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the details 
of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in her Department has 
had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45452/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ01300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I can inform the 
Deputy that there are no Ministers of State in my Department.

06/11/2018WRQQ01400Child and Family Agency Services

06/11/2018WRQQ01500980. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the reason a 
person (details supplied) is not being provided with a Tusla duty social worker despite one hav-
ing been requested by their parents. [45542/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ01600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Deputy will 
be aware that it is not appropriate for me to comment on individual cases. 

I have referred the matter to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, and have asked for confir-
mation that this case is receiving the appropriate attention.

06/11/2018WRQQ01700Early Childhood Care and Education Programmes

06/11/2018WRQQ01800981. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if the 
ECCE hours have ever been extended in circumstances in which the child has already availed 
of the maximum allocation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45574/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ01900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone):  At its inception 
in 2010, the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme only operated for a 38 
week period, or one programme year.  For some children with special or additional needs, at-
tending preschool five days a week was not feasible and so an allowance was made to enable 
them split ECCE over programme 2 years, for example, a child may have availed of 3 days 
ECCE provision in year one and 2 days in year two.

From September 2018, all children meeting the minimum age requirement of 2 years and 
8 months are eligible for a full two programme years on the Early Childhood Care and Educa-
tion programme (ECCE). This measure refines the measure introduced last year and increases 
the duration of each registered child on ECCE from a current average of 61 weeks, to a poten-
tial duration of 76 weeks (two programme years). This delivers fully on a commitment in the 
Programme for a Partnership Government that is good for children, families and Early Years 
providers.

The upper age limit of 5 years and 6 months for completing the ECCE programme was set in 
consultation with senior officials from the Early Years Education Policy Unit in the Department 
of Education and Skills and is consistent with the law in Ireland with regard to school start age 
and the associated policy of the Department of Education and Skills.

A part of the criteria for assessing any application for an exemption to this upper age limit 
is whether a child has already availed of the full ECCE provision. Every application is consid-
ered on its own merits having regard to the individual circumstances pertaining and the legisla-
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tive requirements around school starting age and any extension where full eligibility has been 
availed of under the programme will only be considered in very exceptional circumstances.

06/11/2018WRQQ02000National Play and Recreation Policies

06/11/2018WRQQ02100982. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the steps she 
has taken to publish both new play and recreation policies since the 2016 review of the National 
Play Policy 2004-2008 and the national recreation policy published in 2007 was completed in 
October 2016; the stage the development of these new policies are at; when the new policies 
will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45575/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ02200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My department 
has responsibility for the objectives of the National Play Policy and the National Recreation 
Policy, falling under the National Children’s Strategy.

My department provides funding through the local authorities for National Play Day and 
National Recreation Week activities. In 2018, a total of €78,000 was awarded to 20 local au-
thorities for these activities. Additionally, a capital grant funding scheme for play and recreation 
was introduced in 2013 to provide capital funding to support new and existing play and recre-
ation facilities for all children and young people.  In 2018, €250,000 was awarded to 26 local 
authorities under this scheme.

The Department also works with the Local Authority for Play and Recreation Network 
(LAPRN). The LAPRN was established to bring a more coordinated approach to the implemen-
tation of the National Play and Recreation policies, and this Department works closely with the 
group to develop and promote improved play and recreation facilities.

A review of public policy on play and recreation in Ireland was commissioned in July 2016 
with a report submitted in Q4 2016. Consideration has been given to the recommendations of 
this report and it is anticipated that the review of the public policy on play and recreation will be 
published in due course. Additionally a mapping exercise of playgrounds, MUGA’s (multi-use 
games areas), skate-parks, parks, public forestry and beaches across the country was conducted 
in collaboration with DCU in 2018.

Next steps will be progressed in the context of commitments under a new Early Years strat-
egy to be published by my Department shortly.

06/11/2018WRQQ02300Irish Language

06/11/2018WRQQ02400983. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the mea-
sures in place for increasing the provision of CPD opportunities through Irish for childcare 
practitioners; the estimated costs which will be incurred; the specialist courses in immersion 
methodology for both childcare practitioners and directors of naíonraí available; and the cost 
of same. [45705/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ02500985. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the esti-
mated cost of delivering a programme of Irish to those that work in preschools as part of their 
training modules, FETAC levels 5 to 8; and the estimated cost of delivering modules on Irish 
language and immersion education for level 7 and degree courses. [45707/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ02600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 983 and 985 together.
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The forthcoming National Early Years Strategy will clarify the Government’s intentions 
regarding support of the Irish language in pre-schools, and complement the aims of the 20-Year 
Strategy for the Irish Language (2010-30). My department is represented on the Action Plan 
2018 - 2022 inter-departmental working group, and has responsibility for several key deliver-
ables identified in the action plan, such as the development of dedicated coordinator posts for 
Irish language in the early years sector. 

It must be noted that the availability or otherwise of some essential training through Irish 
(such as FAR First Aid Training, HACCP, Manual Handling training) is not a matter for my 
Department. However, some training is taking place through Irish language medium in these 
areas on a local level, in some cases supported by local City / County Childcare Committees, in 
some cases by organisations such as Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta (CNNG). 

CNNG provide my Department’s programme of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) 
training through the medium of Irish. My department is in consultation with Mary Immaculate 
College / University of Limerick to explore the possibility of provision of the LINC (Leader-
ship for Inclusion) programme through Irish.  

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs is not aware of specialist courses in immer-
sion methodology for childcare practitioners and directors of naíonraí.

Further education programmes for the early years sector in Ireland are awarded by QQI 
(Quality and Qualifications Ireland) at levels 5 or 6 on the NFQ (National Framework of Quali-
fications). Degree programmes are offered by Higher Education Institutions at level 7 or level 8 
on the NFQ (ordinary level and honours level degree programmes respectively).

The QQI major award in Early Childhood Care and Education (NFQ level 5) comprises 
8 modules, with 4 core modules which are mandatory. Each module is a minor award in it-
self.  There are up to 14 modules which learners may choose from to make up the entire major 
award, of which “Irish for Pre-school Services” is one.

The cost of providing early years sector workers with an opportunity to complete the “Irish 
for Pre-school Services” level 5 award module as a supplementary award can be estimated as 
not less than €8.75 million. However, it is unlikely that this figure would represent the whole 
cost. As availability of the “Irish for Pre-school Services” level 5 minor award to learners is 
currently very limited, it is possible that additional costs would be incurred in order to increase 
availability of the programme of learning. Rapid expansion of provision would potentially lead 
to concerns about the quality of delivery, would require coordination with education providers 
and necessitate a long lead-in time.

The cost of providing a specific programme of learning in Irish language and immersion 
education for students of Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) degree programmes 
(awards at Level 7 and Level 8 on the NFQ) is not known and cannot be estimated. Extensive 
consultation with the education providers would be required. Also, my Department does not 
have figures on the current numbers of students of ECEC degree programmes. 

An alternative would be to tailor other programmes of learning in Irish language and cul-
ture for the early years sector. Based on the costs of current programmes, costs would be not 
less than €11 million (for the Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge [TEG]) or €18.6 million (based on 
the QQI level 5 minor award in Irish offered by Gaelchultúr). Again, it is likely there would be 
issues surrounding availability of courses, quality of provision and also the need to tailor pro-
grammes for the Early Years sector.
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06/11/2018WRQQ02700Irish Language

06/11/2018WRQQ02800984. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the esti-
mated cost of awarding a 10% increase in the capitation grant per child to naíonraí in which 
all staff have achieved their teastas Eorpach Gaeilge or a similar Irish language qualification. 
[45706/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ02900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): My Department 
does not track Irish Language qualifications awarded to staff in Naonraí and hence would not be 
in a position to estimate the cost per child of a 10% increase in the capitation paid. 

Higher Capitation rates are available to all services for the Early Childhood Care and Edu-
cation (ECCE) programme provided the conditions of eligibility outlined below are met:

i. A Room Leader with a qualification recognised as meeting the minimum requirements for 
ECCE “Higher Cap” as set out on the published list of ‘Early Years Recognised Qualifications’ 
(or otherwise be deemed eligible by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs)

ii. the same Room Leader has a minimum of three years’ paid experience working in the 
childcare sector;

iii. the regulatory adult to child ratio is met;

iv. if a room assistant is required in the Higher Capitation room, this assistant must hold a 
full and relevant qualification that meets the minimum regulatory standards;

v. Staff who have signed ‘Grandfathering’ declarations are not eligible for Higher Capita-
tion.

  Question No. 985 answered with Question No. 983.

06/11/2018WRQQ03100Child Detention Centres

06/11/2018WRQQ03200986. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 590 of 23 October 2018, the terms of reference for the commissioned 
report (details supplied). [45735/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ03300Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Report re-
ferred to by the Deputy was commissioned by Oberstown Children Detention Campus to carry 
out a Health and Safety audit of the Campus with a specific focus on: 

1. Injuries to staff and young people over a three year period, the relationships between 
these injuries and the management of young people’s behaviour, considering the Behaviour 
Management Policy and practices used on the Campus.

2. The environs at the Oberstown Campus considering the new building developments, the 
historical buildings and suitability to meet the behaviour challenges of young people.

06/11/2018WRQQ03400Child and Family Agency Staff

06/11/2018WRQQ03500987. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs further to Par-
liamentary Question No. 193 of 11 October 2018, the qualifications that must be held by exter-
nal private contractors in order that cases may be sent to them by Tusla. [45750/18]
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06/11/2018WRQQ03600Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): I have been 
advised by Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, that the qualifications of external private con-
tractors vary as to the work asked to be undertaken.

For example, an educational assessment requires a psychologist, play therapy a play thera-
pist.  Qualifications must be verified by the practitioner and they must have appropriate registra-
tion supervision and training including Children First. 

 Non-Tusla personnel are not permitted to complete child protection  assessments, which 
will  only be completed by a registered social worker.

06/11/2018WRQQ03700Area Based Childhood Programme

06/11/2018WRQQ03800988. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
budget allocation to area based childhood, ABC, programmes in each of the years 2016 to 2019, 
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45860/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ03900Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The Area Based 
Childhood (ABC) Programme is a prevention and early intervention initiative led by the De-
partment of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA). The programme was originally designed as 
a time-bound, co-funding arrangement between DCYA and The Atlantic Philanthropies (AP), 
from 2013 to 2016.  The aim of the programme is to test and evaluate prevention and early 
intervention approaches in areas of disadvantage, to improve outcomes for children. The focus 
of the work under the ABC Programme covers, in the main: Child Health & Development; 
Children’s Learning; Parenting; and Integrated Service Delivery.

 The table below shows the budget allocations for each site. Under the original programme, 
ABC areas were allocated a three year budget (2013-2016). The programme was initially ex-
tended to 31st December 2017 and subsequently to 31st December 2018. In both 2017 and 
2018, ABC areas were allocated annual budgets. These budget figures are inclusive of unspent 
funding carried forward from previous year(s).

 Budget allocations for 2019 have yet to be finalised. This will be done in consultation be-
tween DCYA, Tusla, and the ABC areas.

ABC Area Original Budget 
2013-2016

2017 2018 2019

Tallaght West € 4,634,243 €1,487,598 € 1,511,972 To Be Confirmed 
(TBC)

Ballymun € 5,500,000 €   548,829 €    565,575 TBC
Dublin Northside € 3,739,000 €   981,720 € 1,111,686 TBC
Dublin Docklands € 1,200,000 €   604,100 €    663,350 TBC
Ballyfermot €    750,000 €   348,667 €    431,537 TBC
Clondalkin € 1,128,099 €   451,811 €    463,419 TBC
Louth € 1,510,590 €   641,678 €    625,247 TBC
Limerick € 1,579,563 €   880,206 €    862,683 TBC
Knocknaheeny € 1,800,000 €   773,475 €    708,908 TBC
Bray €    838,000 €   355,589 €   308,630 TBC
Finglas € 1,212,410 €   485,017 €  485,014 TBC
Grangegorman €    940,826 €   632,283 €  959,142 TBC
Total €24,832,731 €8,190,973 € 8,697,163 TBC
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06/11/2018WRQQ04000North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRQQ04100989. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs if she will 
report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in her Department; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45891/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ04200Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): An allocation of 
€2.098 million in 2019 is being made by my Department to support the development of youth 
projects under the Peace IV 2014 - 2020 Programme for Peace and Reconciliation which is 
managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB).

06/11/2018WRQQ04300Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRQQ04400990. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs the 
amount her Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investigations and 
State inquiries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism and State tribunals; the 
number and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45906/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ04500Minister for Children and Youth Affairs (Deputy Katherine Zappone): The sum of 
€2.27 million has been expended to date in 2018 through the Vote of my Department to support 
the independent Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and certain related 
matters.

In accordance with its Terms of Reference, the Commission is tasked with examining the 
experience of mothers and children resident in Mother and Baby Homes and a representative 
sample of County Homes. The Commission is required to address seven specific questions on 
the practices and procedures relating to the care, welfare, entry arrangements and exit pathways 
for the women and children who were residents of these institutions.

06/11/2018WRQQ04600Dog Breeding Industry

06/11/2018WRQQ04700991. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment his plans to improve the enforcement of the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45846/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ04800Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): My Department has overall policy responsibility for the Dog Breeding Estab-
lishments Act 2010.  The Act provides for guidelines to be put in place for the management 
and operation of Dog Breeding Establishments. Following a public consultation process, my 
Department published new Guidelines in July of this year and these will come into effect on 1 
January 2019.

I want to see high standards achieved by Dog Breeding Establishments in Ireland.  Having 
published the new Guidelines, my Department is now identifying any necessary legislative 
amendments that may be required in the Act to further improve standards.

Under the Dog Breeding Establishments Act, 2010, local authorities are responsible for 
operational activities such as the registration, inspection and regulation of Dog Breeding Estab-
lishments, including  enforcement activities.
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06/11/2018WRQQ04900Local Improvement Scheme

06/11/2018WRQQ05000992. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the status of funding for local improvement schemes (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44725/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ05100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Local 
Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private or 
non-public roads in predominantly rural areas. The scheme is funded by my Department and 
administered through the Local Authorities. 

I re-launched the LIS in September 2017, following a number of years when no dedicated 
funding was made available for the maintenance of non-public roads. 

In February of this year, I allocated a total of €10.8 million under the scheme, from which 
the relevant Local Authority was allocated €726,976.  

I announced a further allocation of €9.8 million in funding on 26th October last, with 
€482,990 provided to the Local Authority in question to complete additional LIS roads in 2018.  
The selection of individual roads for improvement works is a matter for each Local Authority 
to decide. 

Since I re-launched the LIS in September 2017, I have allocated a total of €2,205,544 to the 
relevant Local Authority under the scheme.

06/11/2018WRQQ05200Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRQQ05300993. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if he, his departmental officials and or his ministerial predecessors have met companies 
and an organisation (details supplied) and or representatives of same in the past three years to 
date; if so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44782/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ05400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Seán Canney): One of the functions of my Department is to work with the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment and Local Authorities to remove any bar-
riers that impact the roll out of rural telecommunications infrastructure, particularly in rural 
Ireland, including mobile phone and broadband infrastructure. 

This work involves convening regular meetings of a Regional Action Group which compris-
es the Local Authorities’ Broadband Officers. Telecommunications service providers and other 
organisations are invited to present on a variety of subjects at these meetings from time to time, 
to help the Broadband Officers and my Department to gain a better understanding of issues that 
need to be addressed. Enet, and other service providers, have attended some of these meetings.

The minutes of these meetings are not published as they may contain commercially sensi-
tive material. Details relating to specific contracts are not discussed at these meetings.

My Department and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment 
also hold quarterly meetings with each of the organisations responsible for the delivery of ac-
tions arising out of the 2016 Report of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, in order to 
obtain an update and prepare quarterly progress reports on the actions.
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Enet is part of an Industry Group that meets collectively with the Departmental officials 
in relation to their specific commitments under the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
Implementation Group. The type of actions for delivery by the telecommunications operators 
include identifying, in consultation with Local Authorities, optimal locations for additional 
infrastructure to improve coverage; providing greater transparency of mobile phone contract 
costs for customers; and reporting on activities undertaken to optimise the performance of their 
networks.  

The full list of actions contained in the Report of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Task-
force is available on my Department’s website, www.drcd.gov.ie  .  Regular quarterly progress 
reports, as well as the minutes of meetings of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 
Implementation Group, are also published on my Department’s website and the website of the 
Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

My Department was established on 19 July 2017. The following table lists the meetings or 
sessions where representatives of Enet were in attendance from that date until now. 

I can confirm that I have not met with either the company or the organisation referred to by 
the Deputy since the formation of the Department.

2017 Topic 
11/10/2017 Mobile Phone   and Broadband Taskforce Industry Group meeting    
09/11/2017 Local Authority Forum MANs update hosted by Enet   
2018  
18/01/2018 Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce Industry Group meeting    
12/04/2018 Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce Industry Group meeting   
10/05/2018 Presentation at Regional Action Group (Broadband Officers) meeting   
16/07/2018 Co-Development & Shared Infrastructure meeting   
24/08/2018 Introductory meeting and discussion on MANs   
03/09/2018 Co-Development & Shared Infrastructure meeting   
13/09/2018 Attendance at portion of Regional Action Group meeting   
15/10/2018 Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce Industry Group meeting    

06/11/2018WRQQ05500Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRQQ05600994. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Department in each 
of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44865/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ05700995. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44883/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ05800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 994 and 995 together.

The following table contains the details of the consultations held since the establishment of 
my Department in July 2017.

The consultation records are filed in this department and requests regarding same should be 
directed to the Department’s corporate services unit at the Department of Rural and Community 
Development, Trinity Point, 10-11 Leinster Street South. Dublin 2 D02 EF85.



6 November 2018

453

Public Consultations 2017 2018
Department of Rural and 
Community Development 
(DRCD)

- DRCD consultation on 
the Statement of Strategy 
2017-2020

- Consultation on new Library Strategy, Our Pub-
lic Libraries 2018-2022 - Consultation on new 
Library Strategy, Our Public Libraries 2018-
2022- Consultation on the drafting of a Language 
Scheme under the Official Languages Act

06/11/2018WRQQ06000CLÁR Programme

06/11/2018WRQQ06100996. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
allocated funding for the CLÁR programme for 2018; and the amount which has been drawn 
down to date. [45022/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ06200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural ar-
eas that have experienced significant levels of depopulation.

The 2018 CLÁR programme was launched on 15th March last, with applications invited 
under the following measures: 

Measure 1:  Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures 

Measure 2:   Play Areas/Multi-Use Games Areas  

Measure 3:   First Response Support Measure  

Measure 4:    Mobility and Cancer Care Transport

In total, more than 500 applications were received across the four measures.

Between June and October, I approved 389 successful projects for total funding of €11.8 
million under these measures. The successful projects are listed on my Department’s website at:

https://drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/clar/.

My officials are currently processing claims to the value of €3.4 million which have been 
received to date under the 2018 CLÁR programme.

More than 1,200 projects have now been approved for total funding of €25 million since I 
relaunched the CLÁR programme in 2016. 

06/11/2018WRQQ06300Provision of Defibrillators

06/11/2018WRQQ06400997. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the various funding channels open to community and sporting organisations that wish to 
acquire a defibrillator; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45131/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ06500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The provi-
sion of defibrillators may be eligible for funding under a number of my Department’s pro-
grammes, including LEADER, the Community Enhancement Programme and CLÁR.      

LEADER is a multi-annual programme covering the period 2014-2020 which is delivered 
through Local Action Groups in each of the 28 LEADER sub-regional areas around the coun-
try.  Funding can be provided under a broad range of defined themes, which include enterprise 
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development and social inclusion.

The Social Inclusion theme of the LEADER Programme focuses on the provision of ser-
vices for people living in rural and remote areas and, in that context, support for the services 
referred to by the Deputy could potentially be considered eligible for LEADER funding.

In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, it must be compatible with the ac-
tions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy in the LEADER sub-regional area 
concerned, and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regulations in place for the 
programme. 

The decision to approve a project, or otherwise, is a matter for the Local Action Groups 
(LAGs) which administer the programme in each LEADER area.  Interested applicants should, 
in the first instance, contact the relevant LAG through its Implementing Partners to discuss the 
funding that may be available. Contact details for all LAGs are available on my Department’s 
website at 

http://drcd.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/list-of-LAGs.pdf.   

In May 2018, I launched the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP).  The CEP re-
places and builds on the RAPID programme and the Community Facilities Scheme, providing 
a more flexible, streamlined and targeted approach to providing funding to those communities 
most in need while reducing the level of administration involved.  The CEP is administered by 
the Local Community Development Committees in each Local Authority area, on behalf of my 
Department.  Some of the funding available under this programme is ring-fenced to provide 
small capital grants of €1,000 or less.  The programme is currently closed to applications but 
will open again in 2019.

The CLÁR programme has also provided funding for defibrillators to established organisa-
tions that operate on a voluntary basis and are involved in emergency rescue or first response 
efforts in the community.  CLÁR operates in specific designated rural areas that have experi-
enced high levels depopulation, based on Census data. The closing date for receipt of applica-
tions under CLÁR has now passed for this year.  Decisions regarding any measures that might 
be supported under CLÁR in 2019 will be made early next year.

06/11/2018WRQQ06600Town and Village Renewal Scheme

06/11/2018WRQQ06700998. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of funding under the town and village renewal scheme awarded to projects in Coun-
ty Donegal in each year since its inception to date; the number of projects which applied for 
funding; the number of projects which were successful; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45138/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ06800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme was first launched in 2016. The central aim of the scheme is to 
support the revitalisation of towns and villages in order to improve the living and working 
environment of their communities and increase their potential to support increased economic 
activity into the future.

The scheme is funded by my Department and administered through the Local Authorities. In 
2016, each Local Authority was allocated €380,000 and, in conjunction with local communities 
and businesses, were each invited to submit up to 8 proposals to the Department for approval.  
In 2017 and 2018, Local Authorities were required to seek expressions of interest from commu-
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nities for proposals under the scheme, then select up to 15 proposals in 2017 and 12 proposals 
in 2018, for submission to my Department for consideration

 Details of Co. Donegal’s applications received and approved for funding in each year are 
listed as follows:

Year No of applications received No of applications approved for funding Funding approved 
2016 5 5 €380,000
2017 15 13 €1,159,000
2018 12 11 €1,100,000
TOTALS 32 29 €2,639,000

Almost €53 million has been approved for more than 670 projects across the country under 
the Town and Village Renewal Scheme since it was introduced in the second half of 2016.

The full list of successful projects under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, including 
those in County  Donegal, are available on my Department’s website at:

https://drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/town-village-renewal-scheme/.

06/11/2018WRQQ06900Forbairt Pobal

06/11/2018WRQQ07000999. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail cén 
fáth ar diúltaíodh d’iarratas ó chomhlacht pobail (sonraí tugtha) i gContae Dhún na nGall a 
cuireadh faoi bhráid an údaráis phoiblí Pobal le maoiniú a fháil chun bainisteoir a earcú don 
ionad; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [45164/18]

06/11/2018WRQQ07100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Tugann an 
Clár Seirbhísí Pobail (CSP) tacaíocht do bhreis agus 400 eagraíocht pobail a sholáthraíonn 
seirbhísí áitiúila trí shamhail fiontar sóisialta. Cuirtear maoiniú ar fáil mar ranníocaíocht i dtreo 
costais bainisteoir agus líon poist lán aimseartha (FTE’s) comhaontaithe.

Chuir an eagraíocht a luadh plean ghnó faoi bhráid Pobal mar chuid den ghnáth próiséas ath-
chonartha, Sraith CSP 1. Sa phlean ghnó, d’iarr an eagraíocht ardú maoine chun líon na bpost 
lán aimseartha a ardú agus uasghrádú ar phost lán áimseartha amháin chuig post bainisteora. 
Níor léirigh nádúr agus scála na heagraíochta ná a ghníomhaíochtaí mar a leagadh amach sa 
phlean ghnó go raibh riachtanas ann do bhainisteoir nua ná d’ardú i líon na bpost lán aimsear-
tha.  É sin ráite, moladh do Phobal iarradh ar an eagraíocht plean ghnó athbhreithnite a sheoladh 
chucu ag cur síos ar na tacaíochtaí breise atá de dhíth. Déanfar athmheasúnú ar sin i 2019 faoi 
réir chomhlíonadh critéir cuí an CSP agus i gcomhthéacs an maoiniú a bheidh ar fáil i rith na 
bliana.

06/11/2018WRRR00200Leader Programmes

06/11/2018WRRR003001000. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the progress made to date with the roll-out of the LEADER programme 2014 to 2020; 
the expenditure incurred to date on the programme by administrative costs and projects; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45170/18]

06/11/2018WRRR00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): LEADER 
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is a multi-annual programme which has a total budget of €250 million over the period to 2020. 

The level of project activity under the LEADER programme has increased significantly this 
year, and 1,450 projects have now been approved for funding of over €46.3 million.  A further 
329 project applications, requesting an additional €22.1 million, are at various stages in the ap-
proval process.

Project payments have also increased significantly in recent months, as approved works are 
completed and claims are submitted. Over €8 million of project expenditure has been incurred 
in 2018, compared to just under €700,000 in 2017.

Total expenditure on the LEADER programme since it commenced, effectively in 2016, has 
amounted to approximately €31 million.  This comprises: 

€1.47 million in preparatory costs incurred by the LAGs to develop Local Development 
Strategies, 

€20.31 million in administration costs of the LAGs and the cost of their engagement with 
communities to generate projects, and

€9.27 million on project expenditure.  

The progress now being made by the Local Action Groups in approving projects will result 
in a continued increase in project approvals and payments under the LEADER programme 
for the remainder of the year. This progress has been assisted by improvements made by my 
Department in the last year, to the applications and approvals process, in consultation with the 
LAGs.

06/11/2018WRRR00500Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRRR006001001. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to build or 
renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which 
it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since con-
struction; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45206/18]

06/11/2018WRRR00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): Since the 
establishment of my Department in July 2017, I can confirm that the company referred to by the 
Deputy has not undertaken any work to build or renovate projects  within my Department’s re-
mit.

06/11/2018WRRR00800Rural Recreation Scheme

06/11/2018WRRR009001002. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when an outdoor recreation infrastructure scheme grant payment will issue to a group (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45261/18]

06/11/2018WRRR01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Outdoor 
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (previously known as the Rural Recreation Scheme) provides 
funding for the development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure and for the maintenance 
and promotion of existing outdoor recreational infrastructure in rural Ireland.
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A total of €13.6 million was allocated to 251 projects under the 2017 scheme, including the 
project referred to by the Deputy. 

I can confirm that a claim for payment in respect of the project in question has recently been 
received from the relevant Local Authority, and payment is currently being processed.

06/11/2018WRRR01100CLÁR Programme

06/11/2018WRRR012001003. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the status of an application for CLÁR funding submitted by an association (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45269/18]

06/11/2018WRRR01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural ar-
eas that have experienced significant levels of depopulation.  

The 2018 CLÁR programme provided funding under the following Measures: 

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety Measures

Measure 2: Play Areas/Multi-Use Games Areas 

Measure 3:  First Response Support Measure 

Measure 4: Mobility and Cancer Care Transport Measure

Applications under Measures 1 and 2 were made through relevant Local Authorities, in 
consultation with local communities.  Each relevant Local Authority was invited to submit a 
maximum of 15 applications, in order of priority, in respect of Measures 1 and 2 combined.  

Some Local Authorities submitted lists containing more than 15 applications.  I can con-
firm that an application in respect of the group referred to by the Deputy was included in a list 
submitted to my Department by the relevant Local Authority.  However, I understand that this 
application was outside the top 15 priority applications on the list and could not be considered 
on that basis.

The full list of projects funded under the 2018 CLÁR programme are available on my De-
partment’s website at: https://drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/clar/.

06/11/2018WRRR01400CLÁR Programme

06/11/2018WRRR015001004. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when a decision will issue on an application by an agency (details supplied) under the CLÁR 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45300/18]

06/11/2018WRRR01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The CLÁR 
programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in disadvantaged rural ar-
eas that have experienced significant levels of depopulation.  

The 2018 CLÁR programme provided funding under the following Measures: 

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety measures 

Measure 2: Play Areas/Multi-Use Games Areas  
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Measure 3: First Response Support Measure  

Measure 4: Mobility and Cancer Care Transport

An application under Measure 4 was received from the organisation referred to by the 
Deputy.  However, the application did not comply with the eligibility criteria indicated in the 
scheme guidelines.  The organisation in question has been in correspondence with my Depart-
ment regarding the matter and a response has been issued, explaining why the application was 
not successful. 

A total of 389 projects were approved for funding under the 2018 CLÁR programme, with 
a total allocation of €11.8 million across the four Measures.  The successful projects are listed 
on my Department’s website at   https://drcd.gov.ie/about/rural/clar/.

06/11/2018WRRR01700Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRRR018001005. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in his 
Department has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45464/18]

06/11/2018WRRR01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): I have been 
informed that neither the current Minister of State at my Department, Seán Canney TD, nor his 
predecessor, Sean Kyne TD, have had any engagements, meetings or correspondence with the 
person in question in the past three years. 

For the sake of completeness, I would refer the Deputy also to my answer to Parliamentary 
Question No. 310 of 18th October 2018.

06/11/2018WRRR02000Library Services Data

06/11/2018WRRR021001006. Deputy Timmy Dooley asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of libraries with access to high-speed broadband; the number of libraries with con-
nection speeds above 30 Mbps; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45573/18]

06/11/2018WRRR02200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The provi-
sion of public library services, including broadband facilities, is primarily a matter for local 
authorities in their capacity as library authorities under the Local Government Act 2001.  Ac-
cordingly, the data sought by the Deputy is not ordinarily collected or maintained by my De-
partment.  That said, the Department is compiling the information sought and will forward it to 
the Deputy in accordance with Standing Orders.  

06/11/2018WRRR02300Rural Recreation Scheme

06/11/2018WRRR024001007. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the details of the applications made by Kildare County Council in 2018 for the rural recreation 
fund or other similar schemes; the status of such applications; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45615/18]

06/11/2018WRRR02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): The Out-
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door Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (formerly the Rural Recreation Scheme) is part of the 
Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development and provides funding for the development of 
new outdoor recreational infrastructure or the necessary maintenance, enhancement or promo-
tion of existing outdoor recreational infrastructure in Ireland. 

On 28 May last, I announced details of an indicative allocation of €12 million for the Out-
door Recreation Infrastructure Scheme under three separate measures: 

- Measure 1: Small maintenance/promotion of existing infrastructure (maximum grant 
€20,000)  

- Measure 2: Medium scale repair/upgrade and development of new small/medium infra-
structure (maximum grant €200,000), and 

- Measure 3: Repair/upgrade and development of larger, more strategic projects (grant of 
between €200,001 and €500,000).

One application was submitted by Kildare County Council under Measure 1 of the Outdoor 
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.  However, this application was unsuccessful as it did not 
comply with the eligibility criteria indicated in the scheme guidelines.

Kildare County Council also submitted one application under Measure 2 of the Outdoor 
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.   It did not submit any application under Measure 3.  Ap-
plications under Measure 2 are currently being assessed by my officials and I hope to be in a 
position to announce the successful projects shortly.

Kildare County Council  has submitted applications this year under other schemes operated 
by my Department, including the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and the Local Improve-
ment Scheme.  Details of the various schemes operated by my Department and the projects 
which received funding under these schemes are available on my Department’s website,   www.
drcd.gov.ie.

06/11/2018WRRR02600Library Services Funding

06/11/2018WRRR027001008. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the status of an application (details supplied). [45739/18]

06/11/2018WRRR02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment funds a Libraries Capital Programme that will invest €29m in 19 projects, as well as 
the My Open Library service, between 2016 and 2022.  The programme includes the recently 
opened library in Athy, which was submitted as a priority proposal by Kildare County Council.  
Newbridge library was not submitted as a priority proposal and, accordingly, was not consid-
ered for funding under the programme.

The Libraries Capital Programme is currently fully committed; however, funding for new 
library projects can be considered as additional funds become available.  That said, the provi-
sion of library services, including the provision of library buildings, is primarily a matter for 
local authorities in their capacity as library authorities under the Local Government Act 2001.

06/11/2018WRRR02900North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRRR030001009. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
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if he will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45902/18]

06/11/2018WRRR03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment does not have one of the North South Bodies under it’s remit.  

That said, it is an Accountable Department for certain measures under the Programme for 
Peace and Reconciliation 2014-2020 (PEACE IV) and will provide some €5m for projects 
under the programme in 2019.  This funding will be paid to programme beneficiaries via the 
Special EU Programmes Body, which manages the programme on behalf of the Irish and UK 
Governments.

06/11/2018WRRR03200Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRRR033001010. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the amount his Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investiga-
tions and State inquiries as recommended by the independent review mechanism and State 
tribunals; the number and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45915/18]

06/11/2018WRRR03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Michael Ring): My Depart-
ment has not carried out commissions of investigations or any State inquiries in 2018.

06/11/2018WRRR03500Wage-setting Mechanisms

06/11/2018WRRR036001011. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if low paid workers in sectors impacted by the VAT increase are protected from a wage 
cut as a result of the increase such as the case in which a worker paid on the basis of commission 
has the cost of the increased rate subtracted from their pay while the service remains the same 
price; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44602/18]

06/11/2018WRRR03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection has a very particular and limited 
role in relation to wage setting, and this is restricted to the setting of the National Minimum 
Wage (on the basis of recommendations from the Low Pay Commission). In terms of wage-
setting generally, however, the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, through its 
responsibilities for industrial relations matters, has a role with regard to relations between busi-
nesses and employers and their employees, and in relation to wage-setting more particularly 
through mechanisms such as Registered Employment Agreements , Joint Labour Committees 
and Sectoral Employment Orders, in the context of  the industrial relations and wage bargaining 
spheres.  Matters therefore, which do not arise from any unlawful deductions from wages but 
rather to any knock-on impact on earnings of employees arising from cost-savings measures 
implemented by employers, would be a matter for my colleague the Minister for Business, En-
terprise and Innovation.

 The Payment of Wages Act 1991 establishes a range of rights for all employees in rela-
tion to payment of wages, one of which is protection against unlawful deductions from wages.  
However, section 5 of the Act permits an employer to make the following deductions (or re-
ceive the following payments) from the wages of an employee :

(a) any deduction (or payment) required or authorised in legislation; 
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(b) any deduction or payment required or authorised by a term of the employee’s contract; 
and

(c)  any deduction agreed to in writing in advance by the employee.  

Any change to an employment contract must be agreed between the employer and the em-
ployee. The requirement for both the employer’s and the employee’s consent to changes in the 
terms of the contract is part of contract law.  It is also important to note that the provisions of the 
National Minimum Wage Act 2000 would continue to apply even in a situation where a negoti-
ated reduction might be agreed between the parties.

The Payment of Wages Act provides that, where an employee considers that there may 
have been a contravention of the Act, the employee may submit a complaint to the Workplace 
Relations  Commission (WRC) within 6 months of the date of the alleged contravention The 
Workplace Relations Customer Service Section of the WRC provides information on employ-
ees’ rights and how to obtain redress if an employee considers that their employment rights 
may have been infringed.  They  can be contacted at Lo-call: 1890 80 80 90 or via its website 
www.workplacerelations.ie.  The Single Complaint Form for submitting complaints regarding 
breaches of employment rights is also available at www.workplacerelations.ie.  An explanatory 
booklet on the Payment of Wages Act is also available on that website.

06/11/2018WRRR03800Tax Yield

06/11/2018WRRR039001012. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated yield to the Exchequer in a full year for every 1% rise in employers’ PRSI. 
[45189/18]

06/11/2018WRRR04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
estimated yield to the Exchequer in a full year for each 1% increase in employer’s PRSI is:

 1% in the employer PRSI rate  Increased revenue  Employments affected
 Lower rate  €42.5m      807,744 
 Higher rate  €736.1m   2,142,497 
 Total  €778.6m   2,950,241 

These estimates are based on PRSI Class A contributors.  They use the latest available data 
and reflect macro-economic indicators for 2019.  They also reflect the planned increase in the 
lower threshold for employers’ PRSI from €376 to €386 from 1 January 2019.  

It should be noted that these estimates do not take into account any possible changes in em-
ployer behaviour arising from changing rates of contribution.

06/11/2018WRRR04100Supplementary Welfare Allowance

06/11/2018WRRR042001013. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to reintroduce the dietary supplement payment or introduce an equivalent which 
can assist those that must adhere to a specific diet due to a medical condition; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44607/18]

06/11/2018WRRR04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Diet 
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supplement, administered under the supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme, is pay-
able to qualifying persons, in receipt of the supplement prior to February 2014, who have been 
prescribed a special diet as a result of a specified medical condition.  There are currently 2,500 
in receipt of diet supplement at a cost of €1.4 million in 2018.

Following the outcome of a review of the costs of healthy eating and specialised diets by the 
Irish Nutrition and Dietetic Institute commissioned by the Department during 2013, the scheme 
has been closed to new applicants from 1 February 2014.  The research showed that the average 
costs across all of the retail outlets of the diets supplemented under the scheme can be met from 
within one-third of the minimum personal rate of social welfare payment, i.e. the SWA rate 
which was then paid at €186 per week.  The weekly rate of SWA has increased to €196 further 
to Budget 2018.  The diet supplement scheme was discontinued for new applicants on the basis 
of this evidence. 

Existing recipients continue to receive the diet supplement at the current rate of payment 
for as long as they continue to have an entitlement to the scheme or until their circumstances 
change. This measure ensured that nobody was immediately worse off by the closure of the 
scheme. 

In cases of particular hardship, officials continue to have the legislative power to award a 
SWA payment in cases of exceptional need. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRRR04400Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRRR045001014. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a decision has been made on an application for illness benefit by a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44608/18]

06/11/2018WRRR04600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An Illness Benefit (IB) claim was received on 24th September 
2018 for the person concerned. Unfortunately, the claim was disallowed as he did not meet the 
PRSI conditions required for payment of IB. 

If he has an urgent financial need, he should contact the Community Welfare Service through 
the local Intreo Centre.   

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRRR04700JobPath Programme

06/11/2018WRRR048001015. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a person (details supplied) will be exempted from the requirement of regularly reporting 
to Turas Nua; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44619/18]

06/11/2018WRRR04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary goal of my Department’s activation services, including the JobPath service, is to move 
people from full-time and part-time unemployment to full-time and sustained employment. 

From 1st June this year all long term jobseekers who are currently engaged with the JobPath 
service and those who may be referred in future, have the option of applying for Community 
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Employment (CE) placement, thus facilitating the combination of the strengths of the two inter-
ventions. It will, in particular, enable those people with the JobPath service to not only continue 
to receive the personalized employment counselling and job search support provided by their 
JobPath personal advisors but also to avail of a CE placement which will provide valuable oc-
cupational activity and work experience. 

Application for participation on CE by JobPath customers is entirely voluntary and at their 
discretion. However, continued engagement with the JobPath service is a condition of opting to 
avail of both schemes. 

The JobPath service has been adapted to cater for those who opt to take up a CE Scheme 
and all meetings and activities are scheduled to take account of the Scheme commitments. For 
example if a person is committed to participate in the employment scheme for 5 mornings per 
week, any JobPath appointments and other interventions will be scheduled for the afternoons. 
The JobPath service providers will continue to provide all the necessary supports. 

I note your concerns regarding travel and health issues of this customer. 

The JobPath contract with the service provider stipulates that a person should not have to 
travel more than 60 minutes in normal circumstances to attend an appointment. Where a person 
has transport difficulties, the JobPath company can assist the person with travel arrangements 
tailoring the service around their particular travel requirements. Travel expenses, excluding taxi 
fares, can also be reimbursed depending on the circumstances. 

If a jobseeker feels he/she is unable to participate in an activation service due to health is-
sues they should contact their local Intreo Centre to explore if an illness related social welfare 
payment may be more appropriate, such as disability allowance, illness benefit, or invalidity 
pension. However, given the customer has availed of a CE placement, I am confident that by 
engaging with Turas Nua on these issues the situation can be improved.  

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRRR05000Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRRR051001016. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason an illness benefit payment has ceased for a person (details supplied); when 
the payment will be reinstated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44657/18]

06/11/2018WRRR05200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is now certi-
fied to 27th February 2019 and all arrears due in relation to the past 4 weeks have issued. The 
customer’s normal payment pattern should now resume.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRRR05300Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRRR054001017. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when illness benefit and arrears owing will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44676/18]

06/11/2018WRRR05500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned was certified to 29th October 2018.  Her 
Illness Benefit claim is now closed as the customer has returned to work and payment for the 
full period of the claim has issued.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRRR05600Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRRR057001018. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason illness benefit for a person (details supplied) was ceased; when payment of 
the benefit will recommence in view of the circumstances; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [44684/18]

06/11/2018WRRR05800Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is now certified 
and paid to 11th November 2018.

If the customer remains ill and unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be submit-
ted to the Department as soon as possible in order for further payments to issue.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRRR05900Treatment Benefit Scheme Data

06/11/2018WRRR060001019. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the estimated amount it would cost in 2019 if the frequency of applying for a grant 
for hearing aids was reduced from every four years to three years using the 2017 application 
figures, if the maximum grant available for one hearing aid was to be increased from €500 to 
€600 and for two hearing aids from €1,000 to €1,200; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44692/18]

06/11/2018WRRR06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
medical appliance scheme operated as part of treatment benefits provides a grant towards the 
purchase of hearing aids.  Currently this is paid at 50% of the purchase price, to a max of €500 
per aid and a maximum of two appliances in any 4 year period.  Repairs to hearing aids can also 
be claimed for under the scheme.

The grant was increased on a number of occasions in the late 1990’s and early 2000’s to re-
flect the cost of the new digital technology being introduced during that period.  The grant was 
paid at a maximum of €830 per aid (€1,660 for 2) with a frequency period of 2 years. 

This was reduced a number of times since 2009, under FEMPI the grant reduced from €830 
to €760 per aid.  Then in 2012, it reduced to €500 per aid and the frequency of replacement was 
extended from 2 years to 4 years.  These changes were introduced to reflect the reducing cost 
of digital technology and the increased reliability and longevity of the newer digital devices.  

Applications for hearing aids have increased by 70% since 2015, due in part to the extension 
of the scheme to the self-employed in March 2017.  

The potential increased expenditure resulting from reducing the frequency period from 4 
to 3 years will depend of the uptake by customers.  This is difficult to accurately project, as if 
hearing aids are working well and proving reliable, as many digital devices continue to do for 
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considerably longer than 4 years, people are unlikely to want to incur unnecessary expenditure.  
It is estimated that currently circa 25% of customers replace their hearing aids every 4 years.

In 2016 there were over 9,000 applications under the medical appliance scheme with some 
16,000 hearing aids grant approved, at a cost of €7.5 million.  If 25% of the customers who got 
aids in 2016 re-applied in 2019 as opposed to 2020, the additional cost in 2019 could be circa 
€2 million. 

Increasing the grant amount from €500 to €600 per aid could potentially increase the an-
nual cost by 20% from €10.3 million to €12.4 million per annum, based on 2017 applications 
numbers and cost. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRRR06200Carer’s Allowance Payments

06/11/2018WRRR063001020. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a dependent child allowance payment will be paid to a person (details supplied) 
in relation to a carer’s allowance payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44717/18]

06/11/2018WRRR06400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

Where a person in receipt of full-rate CA has a qualified child who is 18 years of age or over 
and is in full-time day education, an increase for  that qualified child (IQC) is payable. Such an 
increase is payable until the child reaches 22 years of age or up to the end of the academic year 
in which the child reaches 22.

The person concerned has a 19 year old qualified child who is attending full-time day educa-
tion in Sligo Institute of Technology.

Accordingly an increase was awarded to the person concerned on 24 October 2018.

Arrears for the period 5 July 2018 to 24 October 2018 have also issued. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRRR06500Community Employment Schemes Eligibility

06/11/2018WRRR066001021. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if exceptions can be made to the rules governing the maximum period of time a 
person can be on a community employment or Tús scheme; if so, the circumstances of age 
thresholds that apply; the details in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44730/18]

06/11/2018WRRR06700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
aim of the Community Employment (CE) programme is to enhance the employability of disad-
vantaged and unemployed people by providing work experience and training opportunities for 
them within their communities.  The programme helps break the cycle of unemployment and 
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improve a person’s chances of returning to the labour market.  Participation on CE is intended 
to be for a temporary fixed-term.  These placements are not full-time sustainable jobs.  There 
are participation limits in place to ensure that as many unemployed people as possible are able 
to benefit from the scheme.

A number of new conditions were introduced on CE in July 2017 to further support progres-
sion and broaden access to CE to a wider range of people.  In general all CE placements for new 
entrants aged between 21 and 55 years will be for 1 year – however CE participants, working 
towards a major educational award, can seek to extend participation by up to two years to en-
able them to reach the required standard of qualification.  In addition, those over 55 years of age 
can remain on CE for three years.

An overall lifetime limit of 6 years will apply to all CE participants (7 years for those from 
a disability payment).   A person may re-qualify for CE after 12 months of being in receipt of a 
qualifying payment, provided they have not reached their lifetime limit. 

Participants over age 62 are allowed to participate on a continuous basis up to the State 
Pension age on the CE Service Support Stream (SSS), subject to availability of places on the 
SSS, satisfactory performance on the scheme and to annual approval by the Department.   The 
places allocated for these participants within each individual CE scheme are subject to limita-
tion criteria. 

On the other hand, Tús is a community work placement initiative which aims to provide 
short-term work opportunities for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  The dura-
tion of the Tús contract, which is a maximum of 12 months, was set to reflect a number of inter-
related elements which ensured the following:

(a)  that the number of placements available were open to those on the live register,

(b)  that weaknesses identified in other work programmes resulting from longer duration 
placements were not replicated in Tús, and

(c)  to ensure that Tús was in line with the objectives set out in the Government’s activation 
policies in Pathways to Work.

This approach ensured that as many people as possible who are unemployed for over 12 
months benefited from the initiative.  The existing 12 months duration on the scheme is deemed 
to be adequate to meet the scheme’s objectives.

These schemes are kept under constant review to ensure that they remain fit for purpose and 
continue to meet the needs of the Department’s customers.

06/11/2018WRRR06800State Pension (Contributory)

06/11/2018WRRR069001022. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of the review of the post-2012 pension entitlements; when increased payments 
will begin; the number of persons written to by 19 October 2018, by county; the number of 
persons remaining to be written to by county; and the estimated timeline for writing to them in 
tabular form. [44736/18]

06/11/2018WRRR07000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): On 
23 January last, the Government agreed to allow pensioners, born on or after the 1st September 
1946, affected by the 2012 changes in rate bands, to have their state pension (contributory) 
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entitlement calculated under an interim “Total Contributions Approach” (TCA).  The changes 
also provide for up to 20 years of home caring periods in the calculation of that entitlement, for 
those who took time out of the workplace for parenting children under age 12, or individuals 
who needed increased levels of care.  

The changes apply to those who reached pension age on or after 1 September 2012  who 
were awarded less than maximum rate, on post Budget 2012 rate bands.  The changes do not 
apply to anyone already entitled to maximum rate state pension (contributory). 

Currently there are approximately 79,000 pensioners in this category and my Department is 
now in the process of issuing Information Letters to them

Work on examination of the social insurance records of the pensioners concerned com-
menced in September.   As social insurance records are unique to individual pensioners, this 
manual examination phase is expected to continue to the end of the year.   To date, over sixty 
temporary staff members have been recruited to work on this phase.  Further recruitment will 
take place in January  2019 when the first pension reviews are expected to get under way and 
it is anticipated that the first review outcomes will be notified to pensioners during Quarter 1 
2019.   

Payment of increases, where awarded, will be made immediately after an individual’s re-
view is completed. If a pensioner does not qualify for an increased rate, they will continue to 
receive their existing rate of entitlement.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRRR07100Community Employment Schemes Operation

06/11/2018WRRR072001023. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason community employment sponsors are not given the same access to potential 
participants as RSS or Tús sponsors; her plans to review this matter; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44737/18]

06/11/2018WRRR07300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department provides a range of activation supports and programmes catering for long-term 
unemployed jobseekers and those most distant from the labour market.  These supports include 
Community Employment (CE), the Tús programme and the Rural Social Scheme (RSS). 

RSS was introduced in 2004 and provides opportunities for farmers and fishermen/women 
who are currently in receipt of specified social welfare payments to work to provide certain 
services of benefit to rural communities.   Communities benefit from the skills and talents of 
local farmers and fishermen and participants have the opportunity to improve existing skills, or 
develop new skills, while performing this valuable work in their local communities.   RSS is 
voluntary and the person applies to participate.

Tús commenced operation in 2011 as a response to the high level of unemployment and the 
large numbers on the Live Register.  It is a community work placement initiative which aims to 
provide short-term work opportunities for those who are unemployed for more than a year.  The 
duration of the Tús contract is a maximum of 12 months and this ensures that as many people 
as possible who are unemployed for over 12 months are able to benefit from the initiative.

When RSS and Tús were introduced it was decided that the existing network of local devel-
opment companies and Údarás na Gaeltachta – referred to as Implementing Bodies (IBs) - were 
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best placed to manage the programmes.  Tús is managed by 48 IBs, while RSS is managed by 
36 IBs.

My Department assumed responsibility for the Community Employment (CE) programme 
in 2012.  The aim of the programme, which began in 1994, is to enhance the employability of 
disadvantaged and unemployed people by providing work experience and training opportuni-
ties for them within their communities.  The programme helps break the cycle of unemploy-
ment and improve a person’s chances of returning to the labour market.

CE schemes are typically sponsored by voluntary and community organisations wishing to 
benefit the local community.  As the employers, these sponsoring organisations contract with 
the Department, on an annual basis, to provide jobseekers and other vulnerable groups with 
good quality work experience and training qualifications to support their progression into em-
ployment.

Jobseekers receive information about all available employment support options, including 
Community Employment (CE), through the Intreo Service.  They also receive one-to-one sup-
port from a case officer and all available and suitable options are discussed. 

Sponsors can also promote their scheme vacancies within their local communities.  At a lo-
cal level, various methods of promoting CE have been arranged between my Department and 
local CE schemes, including targeting potentially eligible jobseekers to attend a CE Job-fair, 
where details of CE vacancies and employment opportunities are provided. 

In addition CE sponsors can advertise their vacancies free-of-charge on the Department’s 
JobsIreland website, www.jobsireland.ie.    The process of posting vacancies is relatively 
straightforward and a tailored video is available online to assist sponsors.  There are currently 
over 1,800 CE vacancies advertised on the site.  These are visible to anyone who logs onto the 
site and users can narrow the search by location. 

It is reasonable to assume that any difficulties in filling CE vacancies can be related to the 
significant drop in the Live Register over the last year or so arising from the much improved 
labour market.  Any sponsor who has any recruitment concerns should contact their nearest 
Intreo Centre who will provide assistance. 

As the economy continues to recover and the overall level of unemployment continues to 
fall, the Department recognises the need to adapt these work schemes to the changing circum-
stances, opportunities and needs of jobseekers and others.

My Department will continue to review these schemes and continue to work with stakehold-
ers in planning the longer term needs of jobseekers and other customers.  It remains committed 
to ensuring that the social inclusion and community benefits that accrue from these schemes 
continue to be recognised and supported.

06/11/2018WRSS00200Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRSS003001024. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a payment will issue for an illness benefit claim in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44747/18]

06/11/2018WRSS00400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit payment issue for the person concerned has 
now been resolved and all arrears owing to her have been issued. 



6 November 2018

469

She is currently certified to 6th November 2018. If she remains ill and unfit for work, a fur-
ther medical certificate should be submitted to the Department as soon as possible. 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS00500Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRSS006001025. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she, her departmental officials and or her ministerial predecessors have met com-
panies and an organisation (details supplied) and or representatives of same in the past three 
years to date; if so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44775/18]

06/11/2018WRSS00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection has not met the named company in the 
past three years.

06/11/2018WRSS00800Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRSS009001026. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when the payment for a child dependent on the illness benefit claim by a person (details 
supplied) will be awarded; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44786/18]

06/11/2018WRSS01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The increase for qualified child portion of this person’s claim has 
now been processed. The claim has been updated accordingly and any arrears owing have been 
paid.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS01100Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRSS012001027. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will receive an illness benefit payment; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44787/18]

06/11/2018WRSS01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The IB claim for the person concerned is now paid up to date and 
certified to 6th November 2018. 

If she remains ill and unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be forwarded to the 
Department as soon as possible. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS01400Social Welfare Benefits Payments

06/11/2018WRSS015001028. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason money is being deducted on a weekly basis from a person (details supplied); and 
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [44816/18]

06/11/2018WRSS01600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): My officials are investigating the circumstances of the case re-
ferred to by the Deputy and a detailed response will issue to him by the end of the week.

06/11/2018WRSS01700Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRSS018001029. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will issue for an application by a person (details supplied); the reason 
for the delay in same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44817/18]

06/11/2018WRSS01900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is now paid up 
to date. She is certified to 20th November 2018.

If she remains ill and unfit for work, medical certificates should be submitted to the Depart-
ment as soon as possible to avoid any delays to future payments. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS02000Disability Allowance Data

06/11/2018WRSS021001030. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of applications for disability allowance approved and refused in each 
of the past eight years to date; the number of applications originally refused and subsequently 
appealed resulting in the overturning of an original decision in the same period; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44825/18]

06/11/2018WRSS02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The number of disability allowance (DA) applications received, 
allowed and disallowed or withdrawn from 2011 to date in 2018 is set out in the following table.

DA Scheme

 Year  DA Received  *DA Award  DA Disallowed  DA Withdrawn
2011 24,264 9,246* 14,116 783 
2012 25,887 10,400* 14,519 1,240
2013 20,538 12,497* 14,691 1,428
2014 21,071 13,876* 12,621 1,111
2015 22,538 15,814* 14,800 978
2016 23,804 16,669* 12,027 947
2017 23,657 17,469* 12,022 1,153
2018 17,629 13,104* 9,791 873
 (*)Please note that the statistics in relation to awarded cases include cases in the dis-

allowed category which were subsequently awarded following a review or a successful 
appeal.  

   The following tables show the number of DA appeals received and allowed or partially 
allowed by the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO) from 2011 to date in 2018.

Outcome of DA appeals received and allowed by SWAO
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 Year  **DA appeals received  DA appeals allowed by 
SWAO

 DA appeals partially allowed by 
SWAO

2011 5,472** 1,699 131 
2012 6,223** 2,114 95 
2013 6,836** 3,882 84
2014 5,554** 3,860 100
2015 6,435** 3,384 85
2016 4,912** 2,830 88
2017 4,959** 2,975 70 
2018 4,016** 2,047 76 
(**)Please note that the statistics in relation to appeals received include both received 

and re-opened appeal cases less cancelled appeals. 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS02300Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRSS024001031. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a payment will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44827/18]

06/11/2018WRSS02500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is paid to date. 
She is certified to 14th November 2018. 

If she remains ill and unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be sent to the De-
partment as soon as possible to ensure further payments can issue. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS02600Working Family Payment

06/11/2018WRSS027001032. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the reason those in receipt of the working family payment are not eligible for the 
Christmas bonus; if she has considered extending the bonus to those in receipt of the payment; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44836/18]

06/11/2018WRSS02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an in-work support which provides an income top-up for 
employees on low earnings with children.  WFP is designed to prevent in-work poverty for low 
paid workers with child dependants and to offer a financial incentive to take-up employment.  
According to Eurostat Data, the parental in-work poverty rate in Ireland is less than half the EU 
average and this is in large part due to in-work supports such as the WFP and the Back to Work 
Family Dividend.

An integral part of the WFP scheme is that once the level of payment is determined, it con-
tinues to be payable at that rate for a period of 52 weeks, provided that the person remains in 
full-time employment. The rate of payment will not change if there is an increase or decrease 
in the recipient’s earnings.  A key advantage of this approach, which is unique to the WFP 
scheme, is that claimants can be certain that they will receive a guaranteed level of income sup-
port throughout the period.  The average weekly payment across all families is currently in the 
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region of €135 per week.    

There are currently over 54,000 families with almost 122,000 children in receipt of WFP.  
The estimated spend on WFP for 2018 is approximately €431 million, following the increase in 
the thresholds provided for in Budget 2018. 

The focus of the Christmas Bonus has always been on people who rely on the social welfare 
system for long-term financial support.  Consequently, it is paid to people who are in receipt of 
a wide range of long-term social welfare payments.  People in receipt of short-term payments 
do not qualify for the Christmas bonus.  The bonus is paid as a percentage of an individual’s 
weekly entitlement. 

Any changes to the qualifying criteria for the Christmas Bonus would have to be considered 
in a Budgetary context.

06/11/2018WRSS02900Farm Assist Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRSS030001033. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the reason a person (details supplied) has not been granted farm assist; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44839/18]

06/11/2018WRSS03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
application for farm assist by the person concerned was disallowed by a Deciding Officer of 
the Department on the grounds that he was not engaged in farming as defined by social welfare 
legislation.  

I am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an appeal by the person concerned 
was referred  on 5th September 2018 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision 
on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS03200Invalidity Pension Applications

06/11/2018WRSS033001034. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [44845/18]

06/11/2018WRSS03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are perma-
nently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social 
insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions. 

The department received a claim for IP for the gentleman concerned on  06 February 2018.  
His claim was disallowed on the grounds that the medical conditions for the scheme were not 
satisfied. He was notified on the 06 July 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it and of his right 
of review or appeal.
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The person concerned requested a review of this decision and following a review of all the 
information available to the Department it was decided that there was no change to the original 
decision.  He was notified on 02 November 2018 of the outcome of the review.   

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS03500Parental Leave

06/11/2018WRSS036001035. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the new paid parental leave entitlement announced in budget 2019 will provide two 
weeks of paid leave to both parents; and if not, if the entitlement will be to two weeks paid 
parental leave to be shared between the parents.  [44849/18]

06/11/2018WRSS037001036. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if parents of all children that are under one year of age at the point of the inception of 
the new paid parental leave entitlement will be eligible or if the entitlement will be limited to 
parents of those children born after the inception of the scheme.  [44850/18]

06/11/2018WRSS03800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1035 and 1036 together.

Budget 2019 announced the introduction of a new social insurance based paid parental ben-
efit scheme for employees and the self-employed which will provide two weeks paid leave to 
both parents.  The new payment will support parents during the first year of a child’s life and 
allows for more flexibility in managing a work life balance.  The parental benefit scheme will 
commence in late 2019 and the specific details of the scheme are being examined as part of the 
legislative drafting process that will be undertaken by my Department and the Department of 
Justice and Equality, which has overall responsibility for parental leave policy. 

The two weeks parental benefit available to both parents will not be shared and cannot be 
transferred between parents. This recognises that the provision of paid parental leave will be 
more effective and appropriate in terms of encouraging both fathers and mothers to take time 
off work to take care of their children.   

I trust this clarifies the matter at this time.

06/11/2018WRSS04000Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRSS041001037. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by her Department 
in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44858/18]

06/11/2018WRSS042001038. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the consultations undertaken by her Department in each of the past ten years in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44876/18]

06/11/2018WRSS04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1037 and 1038 together.

Given the nature of the work of my Department, there are a range of consultative fora in 
place through which the Department engages with key stakeholders – including, for example, 
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the annual pre-Budget Forum, a Disability Consultative forum and customer representative 
groups.  The consultations listed below therefore relate to those where the Department has for-
mally invited submissions from interested individuals and groups concerning a specific topic.

 Details of the public consultations conducted by my Department for the period in question 
are set out in tabular form.

 YEAR  Description of Public Consultation  Location where the results of the Public Con-
sultations can be accessed

2008 Public consultation on Green Paper on Pen-
sions 

https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Green-Paper-
Consultation-responses.aspx

2011 Consultation on the Department of Social Pro-
tection’s Statement of Strategy 2011 - 2014.

Electronic copies held on the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection’s 
Intranet site - STÓR.

2011 Proposed approach to Defined Benefit (DB) 
Pension Provision -  Submissions requested 
on proposed policy options for DB pensions.

Electronic copies held in the Department’s Pen-
sions Policy section.

2012 Consultation seminar on the feasibility and 
implications of introducing a scheme of statu-
tory sick-pay in Ireland.

http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Report-of-the-
Consultation-Seminar---The-Feasibility-and-
Imp.aspx

2012 National Poverty Target Review. http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Review-of-the-
National-Poverty-Target.aspx

2012 Pension Charges Consultation - Submissions 
requested on whether pension charges are 
reasonable and transparent

Electronic copies held in the Department’s Pen-
sion Policy section.

2012 Domiciliary Care Allowance – Members of 
the Public were invited to make submissions 
on changes/improvements to the adminis-
tration of the Domiciliary Care Allowance 
scheme.

http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Domiciliary-
Care-Allowance-Review.aspx

2013 Department of Social Protection - Irish Lan-
guage Scheme 2015 – 2018.

Electronic copies held on the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection’s 
Intranet site - STÓR.

2014 Consultation on Department of Social Protec-
tion’s Statement of Strategy 2015 - 2017.

Electronic copies held on Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection’s 
Intranet site - STÓR.

2014 Consultation on the implications of the IORP 
II directive concerning the activities and 
supervision of institutions for occupational 
retirement provision.

Electronic copies held in the Department’s Pen-
sions Policy section.

2016 Consultation on Department of Social Protec-
tion’s Statement of Strategy 2016-2019.

Electronic copies held on the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection’s 
Intranet site - STÓR.

2016 Use of Intermediary-type Structures and 
Self-employment Arrangements - implications 
for PRSI and Revenue  (Consultation carried 
out in conjunction with the Department of 
Finance).

http://www.welfare.ie/en/pressoffice/Pages/
pr310118.aspx

2017 Consultation on Department of Social Protec-
tion’s Statement of Strategy 2017-2020.

Electronic copies held on the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection’s 
Intranet site - STÓR.

2017 Submissions invited and received in relation 
to the Consultation on Make Work Pay for 
People with Disabilities in 2016.

http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Consulta-
tion-2017.aspxhttps://www.welfare.ie/en/
Pages/Make-Work-Pay-Report-2017.aspx  

2018 - to 
date

Department of Social Protection, Irish Lan-
guage Scheme 2018-2021.

Electronic copies held on the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection’s 
Intranet site - STÓR.



6 November 2018

475

 YEAR  Description of Public Consultation  Location where the results of the Public Con-
sultations can be accessed

2018 Automatic Enrolment Retirement Savings 
System “Strawman” Consultation.

Results received are currently being collated.

2018 (on-
going)

Total Contributions Approach (TCA) Consul-
tation 2018.

Results received are currently being collated.

2018 Call for submissions under the review of 
the Gender Recognition Act 2015 (statutory 
review provided for in Section 7   of the Act).

http://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Review-of-the-
Gender-Recognition-Act-2015.aspx

2018 Public consultation on the new Action Plan 
for Social Inclusion 2018 - 2021.

Responses from the consultation have been 
analysed and will be referred to within the new 
plan when it is published.

2018 Following from the publication of the Make 
Work Pay Report, the Department of Em-
ployment Affairs and Social Protection 
undertook a national consultation in relation 
to Recommendations 9 and 10 of the Report 
(early engagement and Disability Allowance 
reconfiguration).

https://www.welfare.ie/en/pressoffice/Pages/
pr070318.aspxResults of the consultation have 
been compiled and the date of publication is 
under consideration.

06/11/2018WRSS04500Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRSS046001039. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if an application for domiciliary care allowance, DCA, will be backdated to the date 
of the original application by a person (details supplied).  [44892/18]

06/11/2018WRSS04700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) claim has been finalised 
in this case.  The person concerned was notified on the 17th October 2018 that, following a re-
view of the Appeals Officer’s decision, DCA was awarded for the period from the 1st July 2016 
up to 31st December 2017, when the child reached 16 years of age.  Arrears due for the period 
1st July 2016 to 1st June 2017 will issue on the 20th November 2018 to the nominated post of-
fice.   Arrears in respect of the period from 1st July 2017 to 31st December 2017 were already 
issued on the 18th September 2018. 

Child Benefit may be extended in respect of children aged 16 and 17 if they are in full-time 
education, or on medical grounds, if, by reason of physical or intellectual disability, they are 
incapable of self-support and likely to remain incapable for a prolonged period.   The advice 
of the Department’s Chief Medical Advisor (CMA) is sought in certain cases to decide if the 
child’s medical condition causes them to fit within this definition.  

The person concerned submitted a claim for extended Child Benefit for the named child 
on the 2nd of August, and the claim was referred to the CMA.  Further medical evidence was 
requested by the CMA on the 14th August, which following communication with the person 
concerned was forwarded to the CMA for consideration on the 24th October.  Once an opinion 
is received from the CMA, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be notified 
accordingly.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS04800Social Welfare Appeals

06/11/2018WRSS049001040. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the progress to date in the determination of an appeal against a decision to refuse a 
disability allowance or an invalidity pension in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44894/18]

06/11/2018WRSS05000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me it has not received an appeal from the person 
concerned in respect of disability allowance. An invalidity pension appeal from the person con-
cerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who has decided to convene an oral hearing in this 
case.  

Every effort will be made to hear the case as quickly as possible and the appellant will be 
informed when arrangements for the oral hearing have been made.   

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS05100Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRSS052001041. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a payment will issue in respect of an illness benefit claim by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [44895/18]

06/11/2018WRSS05300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is certified and paid up to 8th November 2018. 

If the person concerned remains ill and unfit for work, he should submit a further medical 
certificate to the Department as soon as possible to enable further payments to be made. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS05400Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRSS055001042. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a payment will issue for an illness benefit application by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44896/18]

06/11/2018WRSS05600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
payment issue for the person concerned is now resolved and she is paid to date. She is currently 
certified to 6th November 2018. 

If she remains ill and unfit for work, she should forward a further medical certificate to the 
Department as soon as possible. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS05700Disability Allowance Appeals

06/11/2018WRSS058001043. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the progress to date in the determination of an appeal for a disability allowance in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44897/18]

06/11/2018WRSS05900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned submitted an application for disability al-
lowance (DA) on 23 August 2017.  Their application, based upon all the evidence submitted, 
was disallowed on medical grounds as it was not found that this lady was substantially restrict-
ed in taking up employment. The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 
23 October 2017.

They requested a review of the decision by a deciding officer (DO) and submitted additional 
medical evidence for consideration on 03 April 2018. On review the original decision was up-
held and this lady was notified in writing of this decision on 05 July 2018.

To date no request for an appeal has been received from the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS06000Working Family Payment Applications

06/11/2018WRSS061001044. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the source of income which has been included in the assessment of a working fam-
ily payment application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [44898/18]

06/11/2018WRSS06200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Working Family Payment (WFP) is an income-tested weekly tax-free payment which provides 
additional income support to employees on low earnings with children. WFP is awarded and 
paid for 52 weeks and a person must re-apply at the end of a 52 week award period to have their 
payment renewed.

All household income is assessable for WFP and must be disclosed by an applicant. House-
hold income that is assessable for WFP includes an applicant’s and their spouse’s or partner’s 
average net weekly assessable earnings from employment plus any other income such as other 
social welfare payments , farm income, income from self employment, income from rented 
property , etc.

The applicant’s spouse has income from farming.

According to a report from the Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) dated 14th September 2018 
the net yearly income from farming is €16,844.93 per annum (€323.94 per week). This sum was 
assessed in 2014 based on evidence provided by the applicant.

The applicant has not to date provided up to date evidence to the SWI so the 2014 income 
assessment of €16,844.93 was used to calculate their current entitlement.

The person concerned has appealed this decision and a submission is being prepared by the 
deciding officer.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS06300Disability Allowance Applications
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06/11/2018WRSS064001045. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of an application for a disability allowance 
in the case of a person (details supplied); when the application will be concluded; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44899/18]

06/11/2018WRSS06500Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my Department received an application for dis-
ability allowance from the person concerned on 11 October 2018. On completion of the neces-
sary investigations on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and they will be notified 
directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS06600Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRSS067001046. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when an illness benefit arrears payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44901/18]

06/11/2018WRSS06800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ill-
ness Benefit (IB) arrears for the person concerned have been paid. The claim is now closed.

If the person remains ill and unfit for work, they should submit a further IB application and 
medical certs to the Department as soon as possible to enable future payments to be made.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRSS06900Carer’s Allowance Appeals

06/11/2018WRSS070001047. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [44910/18]

06/11/2018WRSS07100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred on 27th September 2018 to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on 
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT00200Birth Certificates Administration

06/11/2018WRTT003001048. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
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tion if a change can be made to the surname given to a child on their birth certificate when it 
was registered in error and in the absence of the child’s mother (details supplied). [44913/18]

06/11/2018WRTT00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Registration of births in Ireland is provided for in Part 3 of the Civil Registration Act 2004. 
Once a registration has been completed it is not possible, other than in circumstances provided 
for in legislation, to change the details (including the surname) entered in the register of births.

One of the circumstances where a surname may be changed is when the birth of the child is 
re-registered, under section 23, to include the name of the father of the child where:

a.   the mother and father were not married at the time of the birth, and 

b.  the father’s name was not included in the original registration.

A surname may also be amended, under section 63, to correct a clerical error or an error 
of fact. The details provided by the Deputy do not meet the criteria for a correction under this 
section.

While the surname in the register of births will remain unchanged, it is possible for a person 
to change their name by deed poll or to change it through common usage. Procedures for chang-
ing a person’s name may be found on the website of the Courts Service: http://courts.ie/Courts.
ie/Library3.nsf/pagecurrent/075D7770C94358068025804B005C294B?opendocument&l=en 

It is not possible to change details in the register of births on foot of a deed poll.

06/11/2018WRTT00500Disability Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRTT006001049. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of an application for a disability allow-
ance in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44921/18]

06/11/2018WRTT00700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my department received an application for disabil-
ity allowance from the person concerned on 20 September 2018.  On completion of the neces-
sary investigations on all aspects of the claim a decision will be made and they will be notified 
directly of the outcome. 

The processing time for individual disability allowance claims may vary in accordance with 
their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s circum-
stances and the information they provide in support of their claim. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT00800Disability Allowance Eligibility

06/11/2018WRTT009001050. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the progress to date in the determination of a review in respect of eligibility for a 
disability allowance in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [44922/18]

06/11/2018WRTT01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
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(Deputy Finian McGrath): This gentleman was requested to submit a medical report in order 
to review their  disability allowance (DA) on 04 September 2018.  

The information received was examined and a request for further medical evidence in sup-
port of their claim was issued to the person concerned on 19 October 2018. Once this informa-
tion is received and a decision is made on the review this gentleman will be notified directly of 
the outcome. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT01100Disability Allowance Eligibility

06/11/2018WRTT012001051. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when a review in respect of eligibility for a disability allowance will be concluded in 
the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44923/18]

06/11/2018WRTT01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Based on the evidence supplied in support of this person’s ap-
plication, her application for disability allowance (DA) was disallowed on the grounds that the 
medical qualifying condition was not satisfied. The person in question was notified in writing 
of this decision on 26 September 2018 and was also notified of their right to request a review of 
this decision or to appeal it to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO). 

They requested a review of the decision by a deciding officer (DO) and submitted additional 
medical evidence for consideration on 02 October 2018. 

This additional evidence is currently being reviewed. Once a decision has been made, the 
person concerned will be notified directly in writing.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRTT01400Pensions Reform

06/11/2018WRTT015001052. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the status of legislation to reverse changes to the way in which pension contributions are 
calculated which primarily affects those women that left the workforce for a time during their 
working life; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44925/18]

06/11/2018WRTT01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the lev-
el of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards (TCA2020). 
I launched a public consultation on this proposal earlier this year in May, which closed last 
month.   The consultation sought input on a range of relevant factors which included the amount 
of contributions needed for a full rate contributory state pension, the amount of credited contri-
butions a person could avail of, the provision of Homecaring periods and whether there would 
be a “phase-in period” for the changes.

Following examination and consideration of the submissions to the consultation, my of-
ficials are preparing proposals for the design of the new approach for consideration by the 
Government in due course.

In the interim, on 23 January last, this Government agreed to a proposal that will allow pen-



6 November 2018

481

sioners affected by the 2012 changes in rate bands to have their pension entitlement reviewed 
and calculated on a Total Contributions basis, including provision for up to 20 years of a new 
home caring credit.

My Department is in the process of writing to the pensioners concerned to let them know 
how the review will work.  There is no need for pensioners, or anyone on their behalf, to contact 
my Department about this.  Once the necessary enabling legislation (contained in the Budget 
Bill) is enacted and the required systems and processes are ready, my Department will again 
make direct contact with the pensioners concerned about their individual reviews. 

The Deputy should note that for those who do not qualify for the State Pension (contributo-
ry) (SPC), because they have paid few or no contributions into the Social Insurance Fund, there 
are other state pension payments available.  Notably, they may qualify for the State Pension 
(non-contributory) which is a means-tested payment (based on their share of household means) 
with a maximum payment of 95% of the SPC.  If their spouse has a contributory pension, they 
may qualify for an increase for a qualified adult (based on their own means), amounting up to 
90% of a full rate SPC pension.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT01700Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRTT018001053. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when a decision will issue in relation to a carer’s allowance application by a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44940/18]

06/11/2018WRTT01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

It is also a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such dis-
ability that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision in 
order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least twelve 
months.

The application for CA was disallowed on the grounds that the person concerned was work-
ing outside the home for more than 15 hours per week and that the evidence submitted did not 
indicate that the requirement for full-time care was satisfied.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
to support her claim with respect to establishing that her care recipient requires full time care 
and attention. 

A request for additional information issued on 25 October 2018 to the person concerned in 
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respect of the number of hours they are currently working.

Once the required information has been received and a decision made, the person concerned 
will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT02000Information and Communications Technology

06/11/2018WRTT021001054. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if system testing was carried out on the new information technology system for illness 
benefit; if so, the person or body that carried out the system testing; the reason the recent issues 
with the new system were not identified during the testing; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [44961/18]

06/11/2018WRTT02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Overall payment levels of Illness Benefit (IB) are now at their normal level.  For information, 
in any one week, circa 50,000 customers are entitled to an IB payment. Last week, circa 54,000 
customer payments were made, approximately 4,000 payments in excess of the normal level, 
and this includes some customers due arrears. For any customers with arrears outstanding, the 
Department would like to assure them that they will receive their back payments as soon as 
possible.  

The Department can confirm that a normal level of payments will issue to IB customers 
this week. It is, however, important to note that there will always be some people who do not 
get paid in any given week. This is due to issues such as delays in receipt of claims and certifi-
cates, incorrectly completed certificates, human error, inconsistencies between the information 
submitted and the information already on file, the existence of another welfare payment for the 
main claimant or their dependants on the claim, all of which can lead to payments being sus-
pended or delayed. This was always the case.  

However, the Department acknowledges that the majority of the delays over the past few 
weeks were due to system and processing issues rather than normal levels of exceptions and 
would like to again apologise to the customers affected.

 In August, the IB scheme migrated from an old legacy IT system approaching its end-of-life 
to a more up-to-date system already successfully used for many of the Department’s other pay-
ments. As part of this process, IB payments transitioned from a payment in arrears to a real-time 
payment model. This model was designed to provide quicker access to payments for customers 
and also to greatly reduce the manual processing work involved in administering IB claims.  
Unfortunately, although the majority of customers continued to receive payments, there were a 
number of unanticipated difficulties and some IB customers’ payments were adversely affected 
with delays and missed payments.

The Department would like to sincerely apologise for the difficulties and frustration expe-
rienced by customers who did not receive the correct IB payment or who experienced delays 
in their payments. The Department has been working hard over the past few weeks, and is con-
tinuing to work, to resolve any outstanding issues - allocating additional staff to IB claim work 
and developing a number of IT modifications to identify and rectify payment issues. 

The Department conducted testing, including system testing, took place during all phases of 
the project. This included tests on claims migrating to the new system, generation of payments 
to customers and other functional business activities. Over 2,000 case scenarios were tested by 
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business users and technical teams.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

06/11/2018WRTT02300Information and Communications Technology

06/11/2018WRTT024001055. Deputy Shane Cassells asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a back-up system or alternative plan was in place for the changeover to the new infor-
mation technology system for illness benefit in case of potential difficulties arising; if so, the 
reason it was not able to alleviate the issues which occurred with the new system; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44962/18]

06/11/2018WRTT02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Overall payment levels of Illness Benefit (IB) are now at their normal level.  For information, 
in any one week, circa 50,000 customers are entitled to an IB payment. Last week, circa 54,000 
customer payments were made, approximately 4,000 payments in excess of the normal level, 
and this includes some customers due arrears. For any customers with arrears outstanding, the 
Department would like to assure them that they will receive their back payments as soon as 
possible.  

The Department can confirm that a normal level of payments will issue to IB customers 
this week. It is, however, important to note that there will always be some people who do not 
get paid in any given week. This is due to issues such as delays in receipt of claims and certifi-
cates, incorrectly completed certificates, human error, inconsistencies between the information 
submitted and the information already on file, the existence of another welfare payment for the 
main claimant or their dependants on the claim, all of which can lead to payments being sus-
pended or delayed. This was always the case. 

However, the Department acknowledges that the majority of the delays over the past few 
weeks were due to system and processing issues rather than normal levels of exceptions and 
would like to again apologise to the customers affected.

In August, the IB scheme migrated from an old legacy IT system approaching its end-of-life 
to a more up-to-date system already successfully used for many of the Department’s other pay-
ments. As part of this process, IB payments transitioned from a payment in arrears to a real-time 
payment model. This model was designed to provide quicker access to payments for customers 
and also to greatly reduce the manual processing work involved in administering IB claims.  
Unfortunately, although the majority of customers continued to receive payments, there were a 
number of unanticipated difficulties and some IB customers’ payments were adversely affected 
with delays and missed payments.

The Department would like to sincerely apologise for the difficulties and frustration expe-
rienced by customers who did not receive the correct IB payment or who experienced delays 
in their payments. The Department has been working hard over the past few weeks, and is con-
tinuing to work, to resolve any outstanding issues - allocating additional staff to IB claim work 
and developing a number of IT modifications to identify and rectify payment issues. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRTT02600Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

06/11/2018WRTT027001056. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the average waiting time for decisions on carer’s allowance, domiciliary care allow-
ance payments and disability allowance; the number of persons awaiting decisions for such 
payments; the length of time in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44989/18]

06/11/2018WRTT02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers. This includes en-
suring that applications are processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as 
possible. 

In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying conditions can take 
longer to process. This is compounded if the documentary evidence provided at initial applica-
tion stage is incomplete or insufficient; this is often the case with carer’s allowance applications. 

Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a means-tested payment, made to a person who is habitually 
resident in the State and providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has 
such a disability that they require that level of care.  An increased payment can be made where 
full-time care is being provided to two people.

At the end of September 2018 the Department had received 15,527 applications since Janu-
ary 2018 and there were 5,836 applications awaiting decision. The average waiting time in 
September for new CA applications was 17 weeks.  Staff have recently been re-assigned to the 
CA area to work on claims processing and this should lead to a reduction in processing times.  

Disability Allowance (DA) is a weekly allowance for people with a disability aged between 
16 and 66 with a disability expected to last for at least one year and who satisfy the medical 
condition, means test and are habitually resident in Ireland.  

At the end of September 2018 the Department had received 17,629 applications since Janu-
ary 2018 and there were 5,113 applications awaiting decision. The average waiting time in 
September for new DA application was 11 weeks. 

Domiciliary Care Allowance (DCA) is a monthly payment for a child aged under 16 with a 
severe disability, who requires ongoing care and attention, substantially over and above the care 
and attention usually required by a child of the same age. It is not means tested. 

At the end of September 2018 the Department had received 6,776 applications since Janu-
ary 2018 and there were 1,444 applications awaiting decision. The average waiting time for 
new DCA application was 10 weeks. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT02900Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRTT030001057. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of applications being processed for carer’s allowance; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44990/18]

06/11/2018WRTT03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers. This includes en-
suring that applications are processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as 
possible. 

Carer’s Allowance (CA) is a means-tested payment, made to a person who is habitually 
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resident in the State and providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has 
such a disability that they require that level of care.  An increased payment can be made where 
full-time care is being provided to two people.

At the end of September 2018 there were 5,836 applications awaiting decision and the aver-
age waiting time for new CA application was 17 weeks. 

Additional staff have recently been reassigned to the CA area to work on claims processing 
and this should lead to a reduction in processing times.  

Before a decision can be made on entitlement CA, evidence must be provided in respect 
of the care recipient’s habitual residence in the State, the level of care the carer provided, the 
carer’s means and that the person being cared for has such a disability that they require full-time 
care and attention. 

In general, social welfare schemes with a number of complex qualifying conditions can 
take longer to process. This is compounded if the documentary evidence provided at initial ap-
plication stage is incomplete or insufficient; this is sometimes the case with carer’s allowance 
applications. 

The Department recently launched a re-designed CA application form. The new form in-
cludes a Care Report section which has been arrived at through consultation between officials 
and medical assessors of my Department and representatives and members of Family Carers 
Ireland.  It is expected that the new form will allow carers to provide more information on the 
type and level of care they provide, with an aim to providing Deciding Officers with the infor-
mation they need to expedite decisions on entitlement.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT03200Disability Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRTT033001058. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of applications being processed for disability allowance; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44991/18]

06/11/2018WRTT03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Disability allowance (DA) is a weekly allowance for people with 
a disability aged between 16 and 66 with a disability which is expected to last for at least one 
year and who satisfies the medical condition, means test and are habitually resident in Ireland.

The number of new claims pending at the end of September 2018 for DA was 5,113.

The Department is committed to ensuring that claims and reviews are processed as expedi-
tiously as possible.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRTT03500Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRTT036001059. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the number of applications being processed for domiciliary carer’s allowance; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [44992/18]
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06/11/2018WRTT03700Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): To date in 2018, over 7,000 Domiciliary Care Allowance applica-
tions have been received, with 5,068 applications awarded so far this year.

Applications are being processed within 10 weeks of receipt at present.  Currently, there are 
1,444 applications on hand with those received in mid-late August 2018 being dealt with.  

In 2017 a total of 8,197 applications were received, with 6,823 awarded that year.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRTT03800Disability Allowance Payments

06/11/2018WRTT039001060. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the reason a person (details supplied) will have to wait for payment of arrears in relation to an 
application for disability allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45036/18]

06/11/2018WRTT04000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following an appeal to the Social Welfare Appeals Office, the 
person concerned has been awarded disability allowance (DA) with effect from 22 November 
2017. 

The first payment was made by their chosen payment method on 17 October 2018. 

The person concerned was in receipt of another social welfare payment from 22 November 
2017 to 16 October 2018.  The amount paid during this period has been deducted from the DA 
arrears and the arrears due issued to them on 26 October 2018.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT04100Social Welfare Appeals

06/11/2018WRTT042001061. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if a review and oral hearing into the pension entitlements of a person (details supplied) has 
been carried out; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45038/18]

06/11/2018WRTT04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an oral hearing of the appeal of the person 
concerned took place on 26 September 2018. At the hearing the Appeals Officer requested fur-
ther information from the person concerned. That information has now been provided and the 
Appeals Officer is considering the appeal in the light of all of the evidence submitted, including 
that adduced at the oral hearing.  The person concerned will be notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision when the appeal has been determined.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and  Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT04400JobPath Data
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06/11/2018WRTT045001062. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the number of persons engaged on JobPath that have taken up places on community em-
ployment schemes, the rural social scheme or Tús since June 2018. [45043/18]

06/11/2018WRTT04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy will be aware, customers of my Department who are engaged with the JobPath 
service have, from 1st June 2018, the option of taking up a placement on CE and Tús while 
continuing to engage with the JobPath service.  This change ensures that jobseekers can benefit 
from the job-seeking support of the JobPath service while also availing of a part-time work 
placement provided by Tús or CE.

As the current selection process for JobPath excludes jobseekers categorised as self-em-
ployed including those actively farming or fishing, those eligible for RSS should not be im-
pacted by this change once my Department is aware of their farming and fishing activities.

My Department’s records indicate that since June 2018, 784 persons engaged on JobPath 
have taken up places on CE and 511 of those engaged on JobPath have started with Tús .

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputies.

06/11/2018WRTT04700Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRTT048001063. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the reason the payment of illness benefit in the case of a person (details supplied) has been 
stopped; when a payment will be issued including arrears due; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [45054/18]

06/11/2018WRTT04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned has been awarded and all arrears owing to her 
have been issued. 

She is currently certified to 7th November 2018 and her payments are up to date.  If she 
remains unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be forwarded to the Department as 
soon as possible so that any further payments due can issue.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT05000Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRTT051001064. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason for the delay in providing illness benefit to those who are entitled to it; the 
number of persons experiencing delays in illness benefit payments; the average delay; the lon-
gest delay; the value of illness benefit payments that have been delayed; and the reason it has 
become impossible to make phone contact with the providers of illness benefit. [45056/18]

06/11/2018WRTT05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Overall payment levels of Illness Benefit (IB) are now at their normal level.  For information, 
in any one week, circa 50,000 customers are entitled to an IB payment. Last week, circa 54,000 
customer payments were made, approximately 4,000 payments in excess of the normal level, 
and this includes some customers due arrears. For any customers with arrears outstanding, the 
Department would like to assure them that they will receive their back payments as soon as 
possible.  
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The Department can confirm that a normal level of payments will issue to IB customers 
this week. It is, however, important to note that there will always be some people who do not 
get paid in any given week. This is due to issues such as delays in receipt of claims and certifi-
cates, incorrectly completed certificates, human error, inconsistencies between the information 
submitted and the information already on file, the existence of another welfare payment for the 
main claimant or their dependants on the claim, all of which can lead to payments being sus-
pended or delayed. This was always the case. 

However, the Department acknowledges that the majority of the delays over the past few 
weeks were due to system and processing issues rather than normal levels of exceptions and 
would like to again apologise to the customers affected.

In August, the IB scheme migrated from an old legacy IT system approaching its end-of-life 
to a more up-to-date system already successfully used for many of the Department’s other pay-
ments. As part of this process, IB payments transitioned from a payment in arrears to a real-time 
payment model. This model was designed to provide quicker access to payments for customers 
and also to greatly reduce the manual processing work involved in administering IB claims.  
Unfortunately, although the majority of customers continued to receive payments, there were a 
number of unanticipated difficulties and some IB customers’ payments were adversely affected 
with delays and missed payments.

The Department would like to sincerely apologise for the difficulties and frustration expe-
rienced by customers who did not receive the correct IB payment or who experienced delays 
in their payments. The Department has been working hard over the past few weeks, and is con-
tinuing to work, to resolve any outstanding issues - allocating additional staff to IB claim work 
and developing a number of IT modifications to identify and rectify payment issues. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/11/2018WRTT05300Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRTT054001065. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will be awarded an illness benefit; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45083/18]

06/11/2018WRTT05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is a qualified adult on her spouse’s social welfare claim. This overlap is being 
adjusted and any arrears due will issue in the coming days. 

An official from my Department will contact the customer to advise her of the current posi-
tion. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT05600Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRTT057001066. Deputy Lisa Chambers asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason for the delay in processing an application  for partial capacity benefit by a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45091/18]

06/11/2018WRTT05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for Partial Capacity Benefit was received from the person concerned on 11th July 
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2018. 

A decision will be made on her application next week and she will be informed of the out-
come then.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT05900Invalidity Pension Appeals

06/11/2018WRTT060001067. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the position regarding an invalidity pension appeal by a person (details supplied); the 
action she will take to ensure this appeal is processed as efficiently as possible in view of the 
amount of time it has been with the social welfare appeals office and the circumstances the per-
son is enduring; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45096/18]

06/11/2018WRTT06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer who has made a summary decision to allow the appeal. The person 
concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s decision.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT06200Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRTT063001068. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will be awarded illness benefit; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45107/18]

06/11/2018WRTT06400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned is a qualified adult on her spouse’s social welfare claim. This overlap is being 
adjusted and any arrears due will issue in the coming days. 

An official from my Department will contact the customer to advise her of the current posi-
tion. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT06500Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRTT066001069. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the reason a person (details supplied) has not received a full illness benefit pay-
ment; the reason a weekly payment cannot be paid on a weekly basis; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45114/18]

06/11/2018WRTT06700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is certified to 25th November 2018 and payments 
are currently up to date. If the customer remains sick and unfit for work after that date, medical 
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certificates should be forwarded to the Department as soon as possible to ensure that payments 
can continue to be made. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRTT06800Departmental Reports

06/11/2018WRTT069001070. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when the report into seasonal workers in County Donegal will be published and made 
available in view of the fact that two budgets have passed since a commitment was made to 
examine barriers facing seasonal workers accessing social welfare; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45132/18]

06/11/2018WRTT07000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department has prepared a report on  jobseekers benefit scheme duration and seasonal and part-
time workers who have subsidiary employment.  It also examines the daily earnings limit of 
€12.70 that currently applies to employment classed as subsidiary.  I am considering the report 
prepared by my Department and I intend to submit it to the Joint Oireachtas Committee shortly.

The Deputy is aware that I recently met with a representative group of workers from the 
Donegal area who are currently engaging with officials in my Department.

06/11/2018WRTT07100Fuel Allowance Eligibility

06/11/2018WRTT072001071. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a route exists by which a person can qualify for the fuel allowance on medical 
grounds; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45149/18]

06/11/2018WRTT07300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
fuel allowance is a payment of €22.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €630 each year) from 
October to April, to over 368,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €227 million 
in 2018.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The 
allowance represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended 
to meet those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household. 

My Department also pays an electricity or gas allowance under the household benefits 
scheme at an estimated cost of €182 million in 2018.  

The criteria for fuel allowance are framed in order to direct the limited resources available 
to my Department in as targeted a manner as possible.  Therefore to receive the fuel allowance a 
person must be in receipt of a qualifying payment from my Department and also have satisfied a 
means test.  A person cannot qualify for the fuel allowance payment on medical grounds alone. 

Qualifying schemes for fuel allowance include disability allowance, invalidity pension, 
blind pension and incapacity supplement under the disablement pension scheme.  These are 
schemes for which a recipient must have a long term disability or health issue to qualify for 
them. 

Under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, exceptional needs payments may be 
made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to meet out of their 
own resources and this may include exceptional heating costs.
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Any decision to extend the eligibility criteria for the fuel allowance scheme to include peo-
ple who are not on a qualifying payment would require considerable extra funding for the 
scheme and would have to be considered in overall budgetary negotiations. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU00200Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRUU003001072. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion to set out the status of an application by a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45152/18]

06/11/2018WRUU00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned has now been processed and any arrears owing 
to him has been issued.

He is currently certified up to 14th November.  If he remains ill and unfit for work after that 
date, he should submit further medical certificates to the Department to ensure that payments 
can continue to be made to him.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU00500School Meals Programme

06/11/2018WRUU006001073. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection to outline the details of the new hot school meals pilot programme for DEIS schools to 
commence in 2019; the process and criteria for schools to be selected for this pilot; the time-
frame for roll-out; the length of time it will be rolled out for; the person or body evaluating 
the scheme; if the pilot meets the nutrition standards for schools meals; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45159/18]

06/11/2018WRUU00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,580 schools 
and organisations benefitting 250,000 children at a total cost of €54 million in 2018 represent-
ing an increase of €6.5 million over the previous year.  The objective of the scheme is to provide 
regular, nutritious food to children who are unable, due to lack of good quality food, to take full 
advantage of the education provided to them.  The programme is an important component of 
policies to encourage school attendance and extra educational achievement.

Budget 2019 announced a further extension to the scheme and additional funding of €1 m 
for 2019. The additional funding is to provide a hot school meals pilot programme to commence 
in the 2019/2020 academic year.

Research shows us the value of the provision of adequate and nutritious meals for a child’s 
health, learning, attention and educational achievement.  That is why I am providing funds to 
establish a pilot programme for a hot meals scheme in DEIS schools.  Hot dinners will be pro-
vided on a pilot basis in up to some 7,200 children.  If successful, I would hope to work with 
the Department of Education and Skills (DES) in extending the scheme on a much wider basis 
in future years and establish the scheme on a permanent basis.

Officials from my Department will now engage with officials in DES to identify suitable 
DEIS schools for the pilot and thereafter a consultation with the schools involved will begin.  
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The timeframe and duration of the pilot as well as who will evaluate it are to be decided but 
it is expected that the pilot will commence in September 2019. The pilot will comply with the 
nutrition standards for school meals.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU00800Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRUU009001074. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion to set out the cost associated with rolling out the new automated system in the illness ben-
efit section; if training was provided to staff in the section; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45165/18]

06/11/2018WRUU01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Overall payment levels of Illness Benefit (IB) are now at their normal level.  For information, 
in any one week, circa 50,000 customers are entitled to an IB payment. Last week, circa 54,000 
customer payments were made, approximately 4,000 payments in excess of the normal level, 
and this includes some customers due arrears. For any customers with arrears outstanding, the 
Department would like to assure them that they will receive their back payments as soon as 
possible.

The Department can confirm that a normal level of payments will issue to IB customers 
this week. It is, however, important to note that there will always be some people who do not 
get paid in any given week. This is due to issues such as delays in receipt of claims and certifi-
cates, incorrectly completed certificates, human error, inconsistencies between the information 
submitted and the information already on file, the existence of another welfare payment for the 
main claimant or their dependants on the claim, all of which can lead to payments being sus-
pended or delayed. This was always the case.

However, the Department acknowledges that the majority of the delays over the past few 
weeks were due to system and processing issues rather than normal levels of exceptions and 
would like to again apologise to the customers affected.

In August, the IB scheme migrated from an old legacy IT system approaching its end-of-life 
to a more up-to-date system already successfully used for many of the Department’s other pay-
ments. As part of this process, IB payments transitioned from a payment in arrears to a real-time 
payment model. This model was designed to provide quicker access to payments for customers 
and also to greatly reduce the manual processing work involved in administering IB claims.  
Unfortunately, although the majority of customers continued to receive payments, there were a 
number of unanticipated difficulties and some IB customers’ payments were adversely affected 
with delays and missed payments.

The Department would like to sincerely apologise for the difficulties and frustration expe-
rienced by customers who did not receive the correct IB payment or who experienced delays 
in their payments. The Department has been working hard over the past few weeks, and is con-
tinuing to work, to resolve any outstanding issues - allocating additional staff to IB claim work 
and developing a number of IT modifications to identify and rectify payment issues.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU01100Illness Benefit Data
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06/11/2018WRUU012001075. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion to set out the number of persons in receipt of illness benefit by county. [45169/18]

06/11/2018WRUU01300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
any one week, circa 50,000 people are entitled to an Illness Benefit payment. Last week, pay-
ments were made to circa 54,000 people as some 4,000 people were due arrears payments.

The information requested by the Deputy is not readily available. It will be sent to him as 
soon as possible.

06/11/2018WRUU01400Disability Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRUU015001076. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a disability allowance payment will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45190/18]

06/11/2018WRUU01600Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I confirm that my department received an application for disability 
allowance from the person concerned on 25 September 2018. On completion of the necessary 
investigations on all aspects of the application a decision will be made and they will be notified 
directly of the outcome.

The processing time for individual disability allowance applications may vary in accor-
dance with their relative complexity in terms of the three main qualifying criteria, the person’s 
circumstances and the information they provide in support of their application.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU01700Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRUU018001077. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within her Department’s remit to 
build or renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in 
which it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since 
construction; the details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45199/18]

06/11/2018WRUU01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department is not aware or does not have any record of this company having carried out any 
refurbishment work on behalf of the Department. All renovation and refurbishment work is 
tendered through and contracted by the OPW on behalf of the Department.

06/11/2018WRUU02000Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRUU021001078. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection to outline the reason for the delay in issuing a weekly illness benefit payment to a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45209/18]

06/11/2018WRUU02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is paid up to date.

She is currently certified until 5th November 2018. If she remains ill and unfit for work, a 
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further medical certificate should be forwarded to the Department as soon as possible in order 
for payment to continue to issue.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU02300Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRUU024001079. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection to outline the reason for the delay in issuing a weekly illness benefit payment to a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45210/18]

06/11/2018WRUU02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is paid up to date.

She is currently certified up to 16th November.  If she remains ill and unfit for work after 
that date, she should submit further medical certificates to the Department to ensure payments 
can continue to be made.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU02600Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRUU027001080. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection to outline the status of an illness benefit application by a person (details sup-
plied); when arrears will be issued in this case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45214/18]

06/11/2018WRUU02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
payment issue with the Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned has now been resolved 
and all arrears due have been issued.  Normalised payments should now resume.  The customer 
is certified until 12th December 2018.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU02900Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRUU030001081. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection to outline the reason a person (details supplied) will receive a reduced rate of illness 
benefit as notified. [45215/18]

06/11/2018WRUU03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
customer concerned is in receipt of her full entitlement under the Illness Benefit scheme.  She 
was advised in the award letter that issued to her that the personal rate of benefit is based on her 
average weekly earnings in the 2016 income tax year.

She is currently certified to 11th November 2018.  If she remains ill and unfit for work, she 
should submit additional medical certificates to the Department as soon as possible to ensure 
that further payments can issue to her.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRUU03200Illness Benefit Eligibility

06/11/2018WRUU033001082. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a person (details supplied) can submit a six monthly certificate in respect of illness 
benefit. [45219/18]

06/11/2018WRUU03400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Un-
der the terms of the Illness Benefit scheme administered by my Department, patients can be 
certified for up to 26 weeks, depending on the nature of the person’s illness.

One of my officials will contact the customer concerned to discuss her pattern of medical 
certification.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU03500Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRUU036001083. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when the correct amount for the period of certified illness will be restored in respect 
of an illness benefit claim by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45220/18]

06/11/2018WRUU03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is certified and paid up to 1st November 2018.

If she remains ill and unfit for work, she should forward a further medical certificate to the 
Department as soon as possible to ensure that payments can continue to issue to her.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU03800Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRUU039001084. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection when the correct amount for the period of certified illness will be restored in respect 
of an illness benefit claim by a person (details supplied). [45221/18]

06/11/2018WRUU04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is awarded and in payment. He was medically 
certified to 1st November 2018 and is paid to that date.

If he remains ill and unable to work, he should forward a further medical certificate to the 
Department as soon as possible to ensure that any payments due may issue.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU04100Illness Benefit Eligibility

06/11/2018WRUU042001085. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a person (details supplied) will be able to reapply for illness benefit; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45232/18]
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06/11/2018WRUU04300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): If 
the person’s doctor certifies her as medically unfit for work and she successfully reapplies for 
Illness Benefit, she can request permission to continue with the course.  One of my officials will 
contact the customer to advise and assist her in relation to this matter.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU04400Student Grant Scheme Eligibility

06/11/2018WRUU045001086. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if there are avenues available for a person to retrospectively adjust the required 391-day 
continuous period on a qualifying social protection payment in cases in which the person or his 
or her children need this period to qualify for a SUSI grant, specifically in the context outlined 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45233/18]

06/11/2018WRUU04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) Grant, payable by the Department of Education and 
Skills, represents the primary support for persons pursuing education.  The eligibility rules that 
govern the payment of a student maintenance grant are a matter for that Department.

Jobseekers Allowance (JA) is a statutory social protection scheme with the legislative provi-
sions provided for in the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended).  These provi-
sions provide for recording the duration of a person’s JA claim is terms of days of unemploy-
ment. The total number of days of unemployment paid on JA in one continuous period of 
unemployment is known as the cumulative total.

The legislation provides that any periods of unemployment not separated by more than 52 
weeks for are treated as one such period.  Therefore in cases where a person ceases their job-
seeker’s payment to take up work but the work ends and the person signs on to a jobseeker’s 
payment again within one year, there is no break in the cumulative total days of unemployment.

There are no plans at present to change the JA legislation for how days of unemployment 
are determined and counted. Any proposals to amend the scheme that would give rise to costs 
within the Department would have to be considered in the overall budgetary context.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy at this time.

06/11/2018WRUU04700Jobseeker’s Allowance Eligibility

06/11/2018WRUU048001087. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion to outline the reason a person (details supplied) had a jobseeker’s allowance discontinued; 
when a jobseeker’s payment will be restored in view of the fact that the person has no other 
source of income; if it is possible for the person to change from the local office on the Navan 
Road to the office in Cumberland Street in view of the difficulties the person is having in the area 
surrounding the Navan Road office; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45236/18]

06/11/2018WRUU04900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
this case my Department was notified that the person concerned was not engaging with the Job-
Path service. Regretfully, the person concerned did not initially respond to requests to attend 
the Navan Road Intreo Centre and this led to the suspension of his Jobseekers payment on the 
18/10/18.
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However, on the 26/10/18, following a discussion with the person concerned, Intreo Centre 
staff revoked the payment suspension and arranged for a manual payment to be issued to him.

I note that this customer has stated he has some difficulties in dealing with the Centre. 
Should the Deputy wish to discuss this particular case in greater detail with the  management of 
the Department I will make the necessary arrangements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU05000Rent Supplement Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRUU051001088. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if rent allowance will be reinstated as a matter of urgency in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45254/18]

06/11/2018WRUU05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
purpose of Rent Supplement is to assist eligible persons with reasonable accommodation costs 
of living in private rented accommodation, where they are unable to provide for their accom-
modation costs from their own resources, and do not have accommodation available to them 
from any other source.

In order to establish eligibility under legislation and means, certain information or docu-
mentation is required before a decision can be made.

The person concerned was in receipt of rent supplement until 30/4/2018 when it was closed 
following a review.  Correspondence from the Residential Tenancies Board was furnished as 
part of the review stating that the person concerned was in breach of a determination order 
made on 7/7/2017.

The person concerned made a new application for rent supplement, registered on 6/7/2018. 
Correspondence was provided from the property company managing the person’s concerned 
rental accommodation stating that the person concerned was in breach of a determination made 
on 7/7/2017. The claim was disallowed under S.I No 412 of 2007 Part 3 Article 9 (2) (a) which 
states that the person concerned has not established that he was a bona fide tenant of the prop-
erty for which he had claimed rent supplement.  This decision is due to the existence of the 
determination order.

Any future application made by the person concerned will be considered within the legisla-
tive guidelines as appropriate.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU05300Social Welfare Payments Administration

06/11/2018WRUU054001089. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if payment by a person (details supplied) has been accurately reflected in the per-
son’s record; if a record of all payments made by the person in respect of this overpayment since 
it was assessed will be furnished to the person without delay; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [45255/18]

06/11/2018WRUU05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
officials are currently reviewing the records for the person concerned with a view to compiling 
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the required data.  Officials will revert directly to the Deputy at the earliest opportunity with the 
information he has requested.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU05600Jobseeker’s Allowance Payments

06/11/2018WRUU057001090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection to set out the correct level of jobseeker’s allowance payable in the case of a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45256/18]

06/11/2018WRUU05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
With reference to Parliamentary Question 45280/18, the person concerned is a part-time worker 
and claims jobseeker’s allowance for days not in employment.  The rate of payment is reduced 
by the amount of means attributable to earnings in respect of days of employment.  Means as-
sessed are based on the most recent earnings information supplied by the employer on Form UP 
16 dated 24/9/2018.

Should there have been any changes to the circumstances of the person concerned since 
24/9/2018, these should be notified to the Intreo Centre, Moorefield Road, Newbridge, support-
ed with relevant documentation and a review of circumstances will be carried out accordingly.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU05900Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRUU060001091. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection to outline the status of a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45257/18]

06/11/2018WRUU06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 20 
June 2018.

The application was referred to a social welfare inspector (SWI) on 31 August 2018 to 
assess the level of care being provided, assess means and confirm that all the conditions for 
receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied.

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU06200Pension Provisions

06/11/2018WRUU063001092. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection to outline her plans to extend the total contributions approach announced in budget 2019 
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being applied to those who left the work force for an extended period of time to raise children in 
the home and who retired on or before September 2012 to those who retired in similar circum-
stances and who retired in the years and months prior to September 2012; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45260/18]

06/11/2018WRUU06400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): A 
policy to introduce the Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pensions calculation was ad-
opted by Government in the National Pensions Framework in 2010, as was the decision to base 
the entitlements of all new pensioners on this approach from around 2020.  In advance of this, 
on the 23rd January, the Government agreed to a proposal that will allow pensioners affected 
by the 2012 changes in rate bands to have their pension entitlement calculated by an interim 
“Total Contributions Approach” (TCA) which will include up to 20 years of a new HomeCar-
ing credit.  This approach is expected to significantly benefit many people, particularly women, 
whose work history includes an extended period of time outside the paid workplace, while rais-
ing families or in a caring role.  The TCA will ensure that the totality of a person’s social insur-
ance contributions - as opposed to the timing of them - determines their final pension outcome.

People whose pensions were decided under the 2000-2012 rate bands were subject to a 
significantly more generous regime than those who qualified before or afterwards, as a Yearly 
Average of only 20 contributions per year (out of a maximum of 52) could attract a 98% pen-
sion.  The effect of those changes, as it impacted upon those new pensioners since 2012, will be 
familiar to anyone who followed the debate on this matter over the last 6 years.

If pre-2012 pensioners were also allowed avail of HomeCaring Credits, their arrangements, 
as a group, would continue to be significantly more generous than those of post-2012 pension-
ers.  There would also be a very significant cost which would be expected to be of the order of 
several hundred million euro each year.  This in turn could significantly impact funds for future 
pension increases with consequential implications for pensioner poverty.

For those with insufficient contributions to meet the requirements for a State pension (con-
tributory), they may qualify for a means tested State pension (non-contributory), the maximum 
personal rate for which is €232 (over 95% of the maximum rate of the contributory pension).  
This rate of payment does not include rent allowance, household benefits or fuel allowance.  
Alternatively, if their spouse is a State pensioner and they have significant household means, 
their most beneficial payment may be an Increase for a Qualified Adult, based on their personal 
means, and amounting up to 90% of a full contributory pension.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU06500Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRUU066001093. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an illness benefit payment in the case of a person (details supplied) will be nor-
malised; the status or changes to the system which have resulted in delayed or irregular pay-
ments; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45263/18]

06/11/2018WRUU06700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is now paid up to date. She is certified to 11th 
November 2018. If she remains unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be submitted 
to the Department as soon as possible.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRUU06800Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRUU069001094. Deputy Kevin O’Keeffe asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when payment of illness benefit will issue to a person (details supplied) who has not 
been paid benefit for a number of weeks. [45270/18]

06/11/2018WRUU07000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
issues with the Occupational Injury Benefit claim for the person concerned have now been 
resolved and all arrears owing to her have been issued. She is paid up her certified date of 31st 
October 2018. If the customer remains unfit for work, she should submit a further medical cer-
tificate as soon as possible.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRUU07100Disability Allowance Payments

06/11/2018WRUU072001095. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a disability allowance payment will issue to a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45274/18]

06/11/2018WRUU07300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded invalidity pension in 
June 2018 with effect from 07 December 2017.

The first payment issued to their nominated bank account on 21 June 2018.  Arrears due 
from 07 December 2017 to 20 June 2018 issued to him on 19 July 2018.

The gentleman in question was notified of this decision on 07 June 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV00200Back to Education Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRVV003001096. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if a period when a person (details supplied) in County Kerry was in receipt of illness 
benefit will be taken into account when assessing the qualifying period in a back-to-education 
allowance application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45289/18]

06/11/2018WRVV00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
customer named applied for Back to Education (BTEA) – Third Level Allowance on 15 August 
2018.  He wished to undertake a level 7 degree commencing on 17 September 2018 - accord-
ingly, he was required to have 234 days paid immediately prior to this date.

On 3 September his application was refused due to ‘insufficient paid days’.  He had 148 paid 
days up to and including 29 September 2018.

On 10 September 2018, his Jobseekers Benefit exhausted (having reached 156 paid days).

On 23 September 2018 he submitted a request to review of his BTEA decision.

On 24 September 2018, he requested that his claim be closed and to date he has not made a 
repeat application.
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When reviewing his BTEA application, the following were considered:

- Client was on Jobseekers Allowance from 20 October 2014 to 24 February 2015 (65 paid 
days)

- Client was on Illness Benefit from 02 May 2016 to 9 August 2016 (No paid days as he did 
not qualify)

- Client was on Jobseekers Benefit from 15 January 2018 to 10 September 2018 (156 paid 
days)

In relation to Illness Benefit the BTEA Guidelines state that to qualify a person must be on 
that payment for 2 years or more.  However, periods spent on Illness Benefit can count towards 
the qualifying period if the customer qualifies from another payment. Half of the qualifying 
period must relate to the qualifying payment.

The decision reached was that the period spent on Illness Benefit could not be counted under 
his BTEA application as:

- The customer did not qualify for the payment

- There is no paid days from this payment

In addition he did not qualify from the Jobseekers Allowance claim (20 October 2014 to 24 
February 2015) as those schemes do not link.

The Deciding Officer also took into account the guidelines in relation the periods of time 
spent on qualifying payments including:

- Periods spent on any qualifying payment which are not broken by more than 12 months 
can be used in determining if an applicant satisfies the qualifying period.

It was concluded that there cannot be a break of more than 12 months, and in this case there 
was a break of 17 months between his Illness Benefit claim and his Jobseekers Benefit claim; 
therefore, his 65 paid days while on Jobseekers Allowance claim cannot be considered.

In the decision notification, the customer was advised that there is strict adherence to the 
condition of being in receipt of qualifying Social Welfare payment for a specified period of time 
(234 days) as per guidelines.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

06/11/2018WRVV00500Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRVV006001097. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the status of an illness benefit claim by a person (details supplied); when arrears 
will issue in this case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45321/18]

06/11/2018WRVV00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Ill-
ness Benefit arrears have issued to the person concerned and the claim is now paid up to date. 
The customer is certified to 10th February 2019.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRVV00800Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRVV009001098. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a partial capacity benefit for a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45323/18]

06/11/2018WRVV01000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for PCB was received from the person concerned on 10th April 2018.  She has now 
been assessed medically eligible for PCB with a moderate level of restriction on her capacity to 
work. This means the individual will be entitled to 50% of her current personal rate of Invalidity 
Pension if she chooses to take up employment.

However, IB payments for the person concerned have been exhausted. This means that if 
PCB is awarded, it will be for credits only until she meets the conditions for further payment.

Thereafter, the individual can re-qualify for PCB by either (i) being deemed eligible for 
Invalidity Pension or (ii) re-qualifying for IB with 13 weeks of reckonable PRSI contributions 
paid beyond the date that the current IB claim exhausted.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV01100Social Welfare Benefits Applications

06/11/2018WRVV012001099. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of a free fuel allowance and the living alone allowance application by a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45325/18]

06/11/2018WRVV01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded invalidity pension with 
effect from 12 July 2018.  Living alone allowance and free fuel allowance have also been 
awarded.

Payment will issue to their nominated bank account on 22 November 2018.  Any arrears due 
from 12 July 2018 to 21 November 2018 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will 
issue as soon as possible.

The person concerned was notified of this decision on 05 November 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV01400Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRVV015001100. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection the reason a change was made to the BSCFA process by which persons who usually 
receive the payment automatically had to send in a new application in 2018; the further reason 
persons were not informed individually of this change; if applications made after the closing 
date will be considered; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45331/18]

06/11/2018WRVV01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
back to school clothing and footwear allowance (BSCFA) scheme provides a once-off payment 
to eligible families to assist with the costs of clothing and footwear when children start or return 
to school each autumn.  The Government has provided €49.5 million for the scheme in 2018.



6 November 2018

503

The payment rates for this year are €125 for eligible children aged 4 to 11 years and €250 
for children aged over 12 years and attending secondary school.

Since 2010, in excess of 100,000 customers can be identified every year from the Depart-
ment’s information systems as having an automatic entitlement to the allowance.  These cus-
tomers are notified of their entitlement and there is no requirement for them to make an applica-
tion.  In addition, approximately 45,000 customers may have an entitlement but need to apply 
to have this entitlement assessed.

Similar to arrangements in previous years, the majority of this year’s BSCFA payments 
for 104,461 families in respect of approximately 190,308 children were fully automated and 
parents were not required to make an application to the Department.  The total amount paid to 
families with an automatic entitlement was €33.45m and these payments were made during the 
week commencing 9th July 2018.

In order to qualify for an automated payment the parent of the child must have been in 
receipt of a qualifying payment that included an increase in respect of a qualified child at the 
commencement of the scheme and the Department were satisfied that the household satisfied 
the means test for the scheme. The scheme for the school year 2018/2019 commenced from the 
1st June 2018 with the entitlement created based on the preceding week’s entitlement.

The back to school clothing and footwear allowance is a means-tested allowance.  Qualify-
ing for the allowance in a previous year does not in any way guarantee the customer will receive 
it in a current year and many customers, especially those who had a change in their means or 
circumstance, needed to make an application for the payment for this year in order to have their 
entitlement validated.  Customers with children aged 18 years or over also needed to apply and 
provide confirmation that the children were in full-time second-level education.  Therefore it 
is not possible to inform customers individually in advance that they may or may not have an 
entitlement.

Customers who may have received BSCFA in previous years and did not receive written 
confirmation of entitlement for this year by end-June needed to make an application.  This 
has been the case since 2010 and there was no change in the procedure this year.  The Back to 
School Clothing and Footwear Allowance scheme was open for new applications until 30 Sep-
tember 2018.  The scheme is now closed and no new applications can be considered.

To date (1 November 2018) 143,829 families have been awarded the allowance in respect 
of 266,078 children, 11,013 applications have been refused and 385 are awaiting a decision.  
Those awaiting a decision are cases where the customer has applied for a social welfare pay-
ment and their application for a BSCFA cannot be processed until a decision is made on their 
main application.  Expenditure to date on the scheme is €47.3m.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV01700Defined Benefit Pension Schemes

06/11/2018WRVV018001101. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the status of the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Bill 2017, specifically the pro-
posed amendments to the Bill dealing with defined benefit pension schemes; and the likely date 
on which the Bill will be taken on Committee Stage in the Houses of the Oireachtas. [45340/18]

06/11/2018WRVV01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
the Deputy is aware, the General Scheme of the Social Welfare and Pensions Bill 2017 (now the 
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Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Bill 2017) was published in May 2017 and con-
tained a number of key measures relating to defined benefit pension schemes.  These proposed 
provisions will ensure that an employer cannot “walk away” at short notice from the pension 
scheme it is supporting.  They seek a middle road between the current position where employers 
can abandon DB schemes and full and immediate debt on employer provisions.  The measures 
will act to support existing provisions in the Pensions Act and will provide for further protection 
for scheme members’ benefits and enhance employer responsibilities for their schemes.

The Second Stage of the Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration Bill 2017 con-
cluded on 4 October 2017.

In July 2018, Government approval was obtained to draft additional provisions to be in-
cluded in the Bill at Committee Stage including provisions relating to defined benefit schemes.

A key priority for the Government is to provide additional protections for scheme members’ 
pension benefits.  However, it is essential that any new measures recognise the current pension 
landscape in Ireland so that a balanced, proportionate approach is developed and that unin-
tended negative consequences do not arise.

Under existing pensions law, there is no legislative obligation on the employer to make 
contributions to a scheme.  However, the provisions of this Bill will introduce a new regime 
into the Pensions Act 1990 which will, amongst other things, enable the Pensions Authority to 
make a funding obligation direction specifying payments to be made by a sponsoring employer 
to the pension scheme where no agreement is reached, within a specified time period, to resolve 
a funding deficit.

The defined benefit pension provisions are very technical and involve complex policy is-
sues.  In order to achieve a resilient solution it has been necessary to consult with and obtain 
numerous legal advices from the Office of the Attorney General on various aspects of this 
policy.  When these matters have been resolved and amendments approved by Government, an 
early date for Committee Stage will be requested.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV02000Disability Allowance Eligibility

06/11/2018WRVV021001102. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the grounds upon which it has been decided that a person (details supplied) is no 
longer eligible to receive disability allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45373/18]

06/11/2018WRVV02200Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned was asked on 4 September 2018 to submit 
a medical report so that his continuing eligibility to disability allowance (DA) could be estab-
lished.

The information received was examined and a request for further medial evidence was sent 
to the person concerned on 19 October 2018. Once this information is received and a decision 
is made on their continuing eligibility they will be notified directly of the outcome.

At present their DA is still in payment pending the outcome of this review.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRVV02300Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Payments

06/11/2018WRVV024001103. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if she will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [45375/18]

06/11/2018WRVV02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned was in receipt of a PCB payment until July 2017.

However, a new application is needed as the most recent medical opinion has expired. One 
of my officials is contacting the person concerned to establish whether they wish to submit a 
new application and, if so, to assist them in this regard.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV02600Social Welfare Benefits Applications

06/11/2018WRVV027001104. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [45401/18]

06/11/2018WRVV02800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
person concerned does not satisfy the social insurance (PRSI) conditions for the award of Ill-
ness Benefit as self-employed contributions are not reckonable for this scheme.  If he is expe-
riencing urgent financial difficulty, he should contact the Community Welfare Service though 
his local Intreo Centre.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV02900Wage-setting Mechanisms

06/11/2018WRVV030001105. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion her plans to put safeguards in place to protect employees in the hospitality and tourism 
industry such as hairdressers to ensure that the 4.5% increase in the VAT rate from 9% to 13.5% 
will be passed on to customers and will not result in a reduction of wages for those in the sector; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45446/18]

06/11/2018WRVV03100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection has a very particular and limited 
role in relation to wage setting, and this is restricted to the setting of the National Minimum 
Wage (on the basis of recommendations from the Low Pay Commission). In terms of wage-
setting generally, however, the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, through its 
responsibilities for industrial relations matters, has a role with regard to relations between busi-
nesses and employers and their employees, and in relation to wage-setting more particularly 
through mechanisms such as Registered Employment Agreements, Joint Labour Committees 
and Sectoral Employment Orders, in the context of the industrial relations and wage bargaining 
spheres.  Matters therefore, which do not arise from any unlawful deductions from wages but 
rather to any knock-on impact on earnings of employees arising from cost-savings measures 
implemented by employers would be a matter for my colleague the Minister for Business, En-
terprise and Innovation.
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The Payment of Wages Act 1991 establishes a range of rights for all employees in relation to 
payment of wages, one of which is protection against unlawful deductions from wages.  How-
ever, section 5 of the Act permits an employer to make the following deductions (or receive the 
following payments) from the wages of an employee:

(a) any deduction (or payment) required or authorised in legislation;

(b) any deduction or payment required or authorised by a term of the employee’s contract; 
and

(c) any deduction agreed to in writing in advance by the employee.

Any change to an employment contract must be agreed between the employer and the em-
ployee.  The requirement for both the employer’s and the employee’s consent to changes in 
the terms of the contract is part of contract law.  It is also important to note that the provisions 
of the National Minimum Wage Act 2000 would continue to apply even in a situation where a 
negotiated reduction might be agreed between the parties.

The Payment of Wages Act provides that, where an employee considers that there may 
have been a contravention of the Act, the employee may submit a complaint to the Workplace 
Relations Commission (WRC) within 6 months of the date of the alleged contravention.  The 
Workplace Relations Customer Service Section of the WRC provides information on employ-
ees’ rights and how to obtain redress if an employee considers that their employment rights 
may have been infringed.  They can be contacted at Lo-call: 1890 80 80 90 or via its website 
www.workplacerelations.ie.  The Single Complaint Form for submitting complaints regarding 
breaches of employment rights is also available at www.workplacerelations.ie.  An explanatory 
booklet on the Payment of Wages Act is also available on that website.

06/11/2018WRVV03200Ministerial Meetings

06/11/2018WRVV033001106. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State 
in her Department has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45457/18]

06/11/2018WRVV03400Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): I have not met the named person or representatives of companies 
in the past three years to date. 

06/11/2018WRVV03500Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRVV036001107. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when an illness benefit payment will be processed in the case of a person (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45469/18]

06/11/2018WRVV03700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned has now been processed and all arrears owing 
have been issued.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRVV03800JobPath Programme

06/11/2018WRVV039001108. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the financial and other supports provided to jobseekers who are engaging with the 
JobPath programme and who by virtue of their geographical position find themselves unable to 
travel to a potential employment opportunity and have difficulty in attending JobPath sessions 
due to financial constraints and lack of public transport; if her attention has been drawn to the 
fact that in some areas employment opportunities are virtually non-existent and persons in the 
various jobseeker programmes cannot either find jobs or travel to jobs; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45495/18]

06/11/2018WRVV04000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
primary goal of my Department’s activation services, including the JobPath service, is to move 
people from unemployment to full-time and sustainable employment.

The JobPath contracts provide that a person should not have to travel more than 60 minutes 
in normal circumstances to attend an appointment. Where a person has transport difficulties, the 
JobPath provider will assist the person with travel options including tailoring the service around 
their particular travel arrangements if necessary.

Both companies contracted to provide the JobPath service on behalf of my Department, 
Seetec and Turas Nua, have their own discretionary funds available to provide jobseekers en-
gaged with their service with a range of supports based on an assessment of individual needs.  
This includes reasonable travel costs for the purposes of attending meetings with their personal 
advisor or attending interviews or other meetings associated with potential job opportunities.  
An immediate reimbursement is given on production of a ticket or other evidence of travel.  On 
a case by case basis, the JobPath providers may also pay for items such as personal protective 
equipment, tools, work clothing, Private Security Authority (PSA) licences and may also ar-
range and pay for specific skills training if required by a jobseeker for a particular job oppor-
tunity.

The JobPath providers may also use their own funds on a discretionary basis to support 
JobPath participants in the early stages of employment if appropriate.

The JobPath providers engage with employers and employers’ bodies in all areas of the 
country and across a range of employment sectors to establish vacancies and to understand the 
needs of employers in assisting job seekers to return to the workforce.

The current Government policy to reduce unemployment is twofold.  First, through policies 
set out in the Action Plan for Jobs, to create an environment in which business can succeed and 
create jobs; and second, through Pathways to Work to ensure that as many of these new jobs 
and other vacancies that arise in our economy are filled by people taken from the Live Register.

I recently introduced a new work experience programme targeted specifically at young job-
seekers who are long-term unemployed or who face significant barriers to gaining employment.  
The new Youth Employment Support Scheme (YESS) will provide young jobseekers with the 
opportunity to learn basic work and social skills in a supportive environment while on a work 
placement and at the same time improving their employment prospects.  Participation on the 
scheme will be wholly voluntary and participants will receive an allowance of €229.20 per 
week for the duration of their placement.

Reflecting the impact of government policy, and the overall improvement in the labour 
market:
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- the monthly unemployment rate has dropped consistently over the past year and has now 
fallen to 5.3%, as of October 2018. This means that there are now about 29,000 fewer people 
out of work in Ireland compared to October 2017;

- Youth unemployment continues to fall with a rate of 12% in October 2018 estimated by 
CSO, down from a peak rate of almost 32% in 2012.  The youth unemployment rate now lies 
significantly below the EU-28 average rate of 15.8%;

- Latest available data shows that the long-term unemployment rate has fallen from a peak 
of 9.5% in 2012 to 2.0% in Q2 2018.  The actual number of people out of work for a year or 
more has fallen by more than three-quarters, from 215,000 in early 2012 to just under 50,000 
now. Long-term unemployment can be expected to fall further this year in line with the con-
tinuing forecast fall in overall unemployment.  Already, we have exceeded our target to bring 
long-term unemployment below 2.5% in accordance with Pathways to Work targets for 2020.

The current policy approach, and continuing economic recovery, will support further reduc-
tions in unemployment and add to the substantial improvements that have already been seen 
over the last few years.

Should the Deputy be aware of a specific case of any jobseeker engaged with the JobPath 
service who due to their home address find themselves unable to travel to a potential employ-
ment opportunity or have difficulty in attending JobPath sessions, I would invite the Deputy to 
contact my Department in relation to this case and officials in my Department will examine the 
case.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV04100Disability Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRVV042001109. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [45509/18]

06/11/2018WRVV04300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): Following an appeal to the Social Welfare Appeals Office, the 
person concerned has been awarded disability allowance (DA) with effect from 25 April 2018. 
The first payment will be made by her chosen payment method on 21 November 2018.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV04400Pension Provisions

06/11/2018WRVV045001110. Deputy Seán Barrett asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion when it is planned to introduce pension entitlements for community employment super-
visors and assistant supervisors in view of the previous commitments given in respect of this 
matter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45515/18]

06/11/2018WRVV04600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Community Employment (CE) scheme supervisors are employees of private companies in the 
community and voluntary sector that receive public funding.  They are not employees of my 
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Department nor are they public servants, and as such they were not subject to pay reductions 
under the provisions of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI), 
which only applied to public servants.

The supervisor pension scheme issue is currently being examined by a Community Sector 
High Level Forum, chaired by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

A detailed scoping exercise was carried out with input from the Irish Government Economic 
and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on the potential costs of providing Exchequer support for the 
establishment of such a pension scheme for employees across the Community and Voluntary 
sector in Ireland.  The exercise clearly illustrated that this matter presents very significant issues 
for the Exchequer, with a potential cost to the State of €188 million per annum in respect of 
funding to enable an employer pension contribution in State-funded Community and Voluntary 
organisations, excluding any provision for immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension 
as sought, which could, depending on the size of the sector, entail a further Exchequer cost of 
up to €318 million.

I am very conscious that while the issue relates to Community Employment supervisors and 
assistant supervisors, such individuals comprise of just one group within the wider Community 
and Voluntary sector.  However, the Deputy should note that any provision of State funding for 
such a scheme in respect of those employees could potentially give rise to claims for similar 
schemes on the part of those in the broader sector, thus crystallising the potential level of liabil-
ity.  Any solution to this issue will require careful consideration, in particular the implications 
for scarce Exchequer resources.

06/11/2018WRVV04700Disability Allowance Payments

06/11/2018WRVV048001111. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the reason her Department is pursuing a debt of €198 relative to a disability allow-
ance claim by a person (details supplied); and if the payment which was collected by the agent 
of the person was being paid in arrears or in advance.  [45516/18]

06/11/2018WRVV04900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Dep-
uty Finian McGrath): Disability allowance (DA) is paid weekly in advance each Wednesday. 
This lady was appointed as an agent on her deceased brother’s DA claim on 6 May 2016. This 
enabled her to collect his DA payment on her brother’s behalf.

On the death of her brother, there was no entitlement to any payment after death as the DA 
recipient was not claiming an increase for qualified adult allowance (IQA) nor was there a sur-
viving spouse in receipt of certain Social Welfare payments in their own right.

On stopping the DA claim, the department noted that a payment had over-issued to the sum 
of €198 relating to the week commencing 1 August 2018. My department is obliged to recoup 
any debt owing to it. The method of recovery and negotiations regarding the amount recover-
able are dealt with under the department’s code of practice. This lady was advised to contact my 
department to discuss recovery.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV05000Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRVV051001112. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
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Protection the status of an illness benefit payment in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45539/18]

06/11/2018WRVV05200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit (IB) claim for the person concerned is now paid up to date and all arrears due 
have issued.

She is certified up to 24th April 2019 so normalised IB payments should issue up until that 
date.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV05300Partial Capacity Benefit Scheme Applications

06/11/2018WRVV054001113. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for partial capacity benefit by a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45552/18]

06/11/2018WRVV05500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): An 
application for Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) was received from the person in question on 29th 
June 2018.

The PCB application and medical opinion have now been updated and a letter has issued 
to him today.  The correspondence includes a statement for the employer to complete, related 
to dates worked this year.  Upon receipt of the returned employer statement, a decision will be 
made and the person will be contacted.

The Deputy should note that he has continued to receive an Illness Benefit payment during 
the intervening period.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV05600Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRVV057001114. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on an application for illness benefit by a person (details 
supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45553/18]

06/11/2018WRVV05800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned has been processed and all arrears owing to him 
have been issued.

His claim is certified to 8th November 2018. If he remains ill and unfit for work, a further 
medical certificate should be submitted to the Department as soon as possible to enable further 
payments to be made.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV05900Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRVV060001115. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
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tection when a carer’s allowance application by a person (details supplied) will be processed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45564/18]

06/11/2018WRVV06100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

Means are any income belonging to the carer and their spouse, civil partner, or cohabitant, 
property (except their own home) or an asset that could bring in money or provide them with 
an income, for example occupational pensions, or pensions or benefits from another country.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the means of the 
person concerned has been assessed as over the statutory limit of €227.60.

The person concerned was notified on 31 October 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV06200Statutory Retirement Age

06/11/2018WRVV063001116. Deputy Jan O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a public servant who is a clerical officer at level 16 and who joined the service in 2001 
can continue to work after 65 years of age; if so, if he or she will continue on the same income 
or if that income will be reduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45565/18]

06/11/2018WRVV06400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): Any 
application from staff of my Department to be retained in the Civil Service after they reach 
their maximum retirement age is dealt with in accordance with the provisions of Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform’s Circular 21/2017, which is a temporary Circular to allow for 
certain Civil Servants to be retained beyond their compulsory retirement age of 65 years until 
they reach the age of eligibility for the Contributory State Pension.

The Government agreed to increase the compulsory retirement age to 70 for public service 
employees recruited before 1 April 2004, other than the uniformed pension fast accrual group 
(Gardaí, Prison Officers, Firefighters, Permanent Defence Force) and to the drafting of legisla-
tion to give effect to that decision.

In accordance with the temporary circular the salary for all civil servants retained under this 
Circular is to be paid at the minimum point of the non-Personal Pension Contribution pay scale, 
adjusted for work pattern as required.

06/11/2018WRVV06500Invalidity Pension Appeals

06/11/2018WRVV066001117. Deputy Martin Heydon asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if an appeal for invalidity pension by a person (details supplied) will be processed; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45571/18]

06/11/2018WRVV06700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was reg-
istered in that office on 22nd August 2018.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process 
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that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds 
of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.  These 
papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 11th October 2018 and the case 
will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based 
on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV06800Parental Leave

06/11/2018WRVV069001118. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection her plans to introduce reforms to the parental leave regime, including changes to 
the qualifying age of the child and to the length of the leave; if an increase in leave and in the 
qualifying age will apply in respect of children who have already reached eight years of age and 
in circumstances in which the parents have already taken current maximum parental leave; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45579/18]

06/11/2018WRVV07000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Deputy may be aware that as part of Budget 2019, I announced the introduction of a paid pa-
rental benefit scheme for parents of children during their first year. This scheme will provide 
parents with 2 weeks’ paid leave from November 2019.

While I have responsibility for the associated social welfare parental benefits, my colleague, 
the Minister for Justice and Equality, has lead responsibility for the policy issues pertaining to 
parental leave.  I would advise the Deputy to raise the issues regarding reforms to the parental 
leave regime with the Minister for Justice and Equality.

I trust this clarifies my position for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRVV07100Carer’s Allowance Appeals

06/11/2018WRVV072001119. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if a decision has been made on a carer’s allowance appeal by a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45590/18]

06/11/2018WRVV07300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the two carer’s allowance appeals by the 
person concerned were registered in that office on 10th and 15th October 2018 respectively. 
It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant Departmental papers and 
comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought.  When these papers 
have been received from the Department, the cases in question will be referred to an Appeals 
Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeals based on the documentary evidence 
presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW00200Pensions Reform

06/11/2018WRWW003001120. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection if persons affected by the planned increase in 2021 of the qualifying pension age to 
67 years of age will receive a reckonable credit for State pension (contributory) purposes for the 
year between 66 and 67; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45600/18]

06/11/2018WRWW00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In-
creasing pension age, to moderate the increase in pension duration, is a means by which pen-
sions can be made more sustainable in the context of increasing longevity.  In order to provide 
for sustainable pensions and to facilitate a longer working life, legislation passed in 2011 pro-
vides for an increase in the State pension age in three separate stages.  In 2014, the State pension 
age was standardised at 66.  This will be increased to 67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028.

The Deputy should note that there is no legally mandated retirement age in the State, and 
the age at which employees retire is a matter for the contract of employment between them 
and their employers.  While such a contract may have been entered into with a retirement date 
which is now before pensionable age, in the context of the previous State pension arrangements, 
there is no legal impediment to the employer and employee agreeing to increase the duration of 
employment for one or more years, if both parties wish to do so.  

In such circumstances, a person who has not yet attained pensionable age will generally pay 
PRSI in the normal way, as they would have when they were younger, and those paid contribu-
tions may be reckonable for State pension (contributory), if they would have been reckonable 
before reaching the age of 65.  In some cases, they might not have been reckonable contribu-
tions, e.g. the modified contributions paid by some public servants are not reckonable for State 
pension (contributory) purposes.  However, such employees generally have an occupational 
pension, the level of which is related to a number of factors, including years of service.

Where it is not possible to continue work, a person who has not yet reached pensionable age 
may be eligible for a working age payment, such as Jobseeker’s Benefit or Allowance, and may 
be awarded credited contributions, in the same way a person aged under 65 might be.  Whether 
that contribution is reckonable for State pension (contributory) purposes would depend upon 
their circumstances, notably the nature of their previous employment and the rate of PRSI con-
tributions for which they had been liable.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW00500Back to Education Allowance Eligibility

06/11/2018WRWW006001121. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if it is common practice to refuse an application for back to education allowance in 
circumstances in which the deciding officer is of the opinion that a particular third level course 
does not comply with the policy of emerging labour market need; if there is a risk that this cri-
teria is overly subjective; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45667/18]

06/11/2018WRWW007001125. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if it is practice to refuse an application for back to education allowance in circumstances 
in which the deciding officer is of the opinion that a particular third level course does not com-
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ply with the policy of emerging labour market need; his views on whether there is risk that this 
criteria is overly subjective; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45749/18]

06/11/2018WRWW00800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1121 and 1125 together.

The back to education allowance (BTEA) is a second chance education opportunities scheme 
operated by the Department that enables those in receipt of certain social welfare payments to 
continue to receive a payment while pursuing an approved full-time education course that leads 
to a higher qualification than that already held.  The scheme aims to assist those who are most 
marginalised and distant from the labour market to acquire the necessary education to improve 
their chances of becoming independent of the social welfare system. 

The Department’s Case Officer, having engaged with the individual, will consider their suit-
ability for a course of study and the alignment with their personal progression plan to facilitate 
a return to employment.  The Case Officer provides direction insofar as this relates to ensuring 
that the course of study is in an area where there are identified skill needs and job opportunities.  
The Deputy should be aware that Case Officers receive on-going training which is an important 
part of their development to ensure that they can engage with the jobseeker in a fair manner to 
enable them to pursue their job seeking ambitions.  

If a person is dissatisfied with the decision taken regarding BTEA it is open to them to seek 
a review by another officer within the Department. 

If the Deputy has a particular case, she should bring it to my Department’s attention for 
review.  

06/11/2018WRWW00900Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRWW010001122. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will receive outstanding illness benefit payments; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45695/18]

06/11/2018WRWW01100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is now certified and paid up to 5th November 
2018. 

If the customer remains ill and unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be submit-
ted to the Department as soon as possible in order for further payments to issue. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW01200Invalidity Pension Applications

06/11/2018WRWW013001123. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will have an invalidity benefit application processed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45696/18]

06/11/2018WRWW01400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Finian McGrath): 
Invalidity pension (IP) is a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because 
of illness or incapacity and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions. 



6 November 2018

515

The department received a claim for IP from the person concerned on the 14 August 2018.   

On the 29 August 2018, the deciding officer issued a request for a signed declaration in or-
der to process the claim and also requested that they provide a P45 or letter from her employer 
confirming the last date they worked.  A further request for this information issued on 31 Octo-
ber 2018.  Upon receipt of this documentation, a decision will be made on the claim and they 
will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW01500Social Welfare Appeals Status

06/11/2018WRWW016001124. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied). [45748/18]

06/11/2018WRWW01700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was 
registered in that office on 11th September 2018.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals 
process that the relevant papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the 
grounds of appeal be sought from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion.  These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals Office on 24th October 2018 
and the case will be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Question No. 1125 answered with Question No. 1121.

06/11/2018WRWW01900Carer’s Allowance Appeals

06/11/2018WRWW020001126. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45757/18]

06/11/2018WRWW02100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 27 
September 2017.  

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

A deciding officer has decided that this condition has not been satisfied.  It has also been 
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decided that although the person concerned is providing a certain amount of care, the level pro-
vided is not considered to be full-time.

The person concerned was notified on 28 February 2018 of this decision, the reasons for it 
and of his right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision.  Following this review the deci-
sion remained unchanged.

The person concerned was notified on 21 March 2018 of the outcome of the review, the 
reasons for it and of his right of appeal. 

The person concerned subsequently requested an appeal of this decision to the Social Wel-
fare Appeals Office (SWAO).  A submission in support of the decision was forwarded to the 
SWAO on 9 July 2018.

As a result of an appeals officer’s decision, CA was awarded to the person concerned on 24 
October 2018 with effect from 28 September 2017 to 21 November 2018.  The first payment 
issued to his nominated bank account on 1 November 2018.

Arrears for the period 28 September 2017 to 31 October 2018 along with 2018 Carer’s Sup-
port Grant have also issued to the person concerned on 1 November 2018.

My department was also notified that the care recipient of the person concerned died on 26 
August 2018.  CA can continue in payment to the carer when the care recipient is deceased for 
a further 12 weeks.  Payment will cease to the person concerned on 21 November 2018 as a 
result.

The person concerned was notified of the outcome on 24 October 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW02200Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW023001127. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45759/18]

06/11/2018WRWW02400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 13 September 2018.  The 
application is currently being processed and once completed, the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

06/11/2018WRWW02500Jobseeker’s Benefit Eligibility

06/11/2018WRWW026001128. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion the qualifying PRSI criteria for a self-employed person to qualify for jobseeker’s benefit 
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in the fourth quarter of 2019 as announced in budget 2019; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45782/18]

06/11/2018WRWW02700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): As 
part of the Programme for Government’s commitment to introduce a pay-related social insur-
ance (PRSI) scheme for the self-employed, I recently announced a new benefit scheme for the 
self-employed who become unemployed to be introduced in Q4 2019.  This follows on from the 
extension of treatment benefit and invalidity pension to self-employed workers in Budget 2017. 

This measure is part of the Government’s stated aim of creating a supportive environment 
for entrepreneurship, including providing an income safety net to employees and the self-em-
ployed alike.  The specific details of the scheme, including the PRSI conditionality are currently 
being developed as part of the legislative drafting process.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy at this time.

06/11/2018WRWW02800State Pension (Contributory)

06/11/2018WRWW029001129. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when she will implement new State pension (contributory) arrangements; if those that 
reached pension age after 2012 will still need 520 paid contributions to qualify for a full-rate 
pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45785/18]

06/11/2018WRWW03000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Government intends to introduce a Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to establishing the lev-
el of entitlement for all new state pension contributory claims from 2020 onwards (TCA2020).  
I launched a public consultation on this proposal earlier this year in May, which closed last 
month.  The consultation sought input on a range of relevant factors which included the amount 
of contributions needed for a full rate contributory state pension, the amount of credited contri-
butions a person could avail of, the provision of Homecaring periods and whether there would 
be a “phase-in period” for the changes.

Following examination and consideration of the submissions to the consultation, my offi-
cials will prepare proposals for the design of the new approach for consideration by the Govern-
ment in due course.

In the interim, on 23 January last, this Government agreed to a proposal that will allow pen-
sioners affected by the 2012 changes in rate bands to have their pension entitlement calculated/
reviewed on a Total Contributions basis, including provision for up to 20 years of a new home 
caring credit.

My Department is in the process of writing to the pensioners concerned to let them know 
how the review will work.  There is no need for pensioners, or anyone on their behalf, to contact 
my Department about this.  Once the necessary enabling legislation (contained in the Budget 
Bill) is enacted and the required systems and processes are ready, my Department will again 
make direct contact with the pensioners concerned about their individual reviews. 

There are currently no plans to remove the minimum requirement to have 520 contributions 
paid to qualify for the contributory state pension.  It is reasonable to require people who seek 
a contributory pension to have made at least 10 years’ paid contributions into the Social Insur-
ance Fund which finances it, over 50 years of working age life.  While it was lower in the past 
when PRSI coverage was less widespread, legislation was introduced in 1997 to increase this 
threshold to 520 weeks, or 10 years of contributions.  A fifteen year period was allowed pass 
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between that legislation being enacted and the threshold being raised to this level, which would 
have been sufficient for most people to achieve the required contributions.

The Deputy should note that for those who do not qualify for the State Pension (contributo-
ry) (SPC), because they have paid few or no contributions into the Social Insurance Fund, there 
are other state pension payments available.  Notably, they may qualify for the State Pension 
(non-contributory) which is a means-tested payment (based on their share of household means) 
with a maximum payment of 95% of the SPC.  If their spouse has a contributory pension, they 
may qualify for an increase for a qualified adult (based on their own means), amounting up to 
90% of a full rate SPC pension.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW03100Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW032001130. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a carer’s allowance payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [45798/18]

06/11/2018WRWW03300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
department received an application for carer’s allowance from the person concerned on 18 June 
2018. 

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

This application was referred to a social welfare inspector (SWI) on 16 October 2018 to 
assess the level of care being provided, assess means and confirm that all the conditions for 
receipt of carer’s allowance are satisfied. 

Once the SWI has reported, a decision will be made and the person concerned will be noti-
fied directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW03400Cyber Security Policy

06/11/2018WRWW035001131. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and So-
cial Protection the number of instances in which data transmissions across her Department’s 
network were compromised due to a gap or lapse in security certificates; the number of times 
security protocols were at risk due to same in the past three years to date; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45799/18]

06/11/2018WRWW03600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): My 
Department is a major user of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and invests 
on an ongoing basis in securing the ICT technical infrastructure and the services and data used 
in support of our business.  This includes traditional, defence-in-depth deployments of preven-
tative controls like firewalls and endpoint protection and advanced threat detection tools.  My 
Department also employs security technology that, together with a dedicated ICT security team 
and well-defined processes, continually monitors the Department’s network and services.
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Encryption of data transmissions across my Department’s network is achieved with the use 
of Digital Certificates.  Digital Certificate life-cycle is very carefully and proactively managed 
by a dedicated team within my Department to ensure that there is no risk to security protocols 
or compromise of data transmitted.  Data transmitted across my Department’s network uses a 
variety of transmission and security protocols including HTTPS. 

I am advised that there has been no risk to security protocols or compromise of data trans-
missions across my Department’s network due to a gap or lapse in the use Digital Certificates 
in the last 3 years.

06/11/2018WRWW03700Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW038001132. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a carer’s allowance; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45801/18]

06/11/2018WRWW03900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or 
an adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.  An increased 
payment can be made where full-time care is being provided to two people.

An application for carer’s allowance (CA) was received from the person concerned on 18 
July 2018 in respect of two care recipients.

CA was awarded to the person concerned on 2 November 2018 for both care recipients and 
the first payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 8 November 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from to 19 July 2018 to 7 November 2018 will also issue.  The 
person concerned was notified of these details on 2 November 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW04000Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW041001133. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a carer’s allowance; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45811/18]

06/11/2018WRWW04200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was re-
ferred to an Appeals Officer on 9th October 2018 who will make a summary decision on the 
appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW04300Carer’s Allowance Applications
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06/11/2018WRWW044001134. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a carer’s allowance; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45812/18]

06/11/2018WRWW04500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): I 
am advised by the Social Welfare Appeals Office that an Appeals Officer, having fully consid-
ered all of the available evidence, has decided to disallow the appeal of the person concerned by 
way of a summary decision.  The person concerned has been notified of the Appeals Officer’s 
decision.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW04600Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW047001135. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a carer’s allowance; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45813/18]

06/11/2018WRWW04800Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 9 July 2018.  

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 20 September 2018 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of his application.

This additional information is currently under consideration and once the review is com-
plete, the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

06/11/2018WRWW04900Qualified Child Allowance

06/11/2018WRWW050001136. Deputy Tom Neville asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion if she will address a matter regarding the case of persons (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45814/18]

06/11/2018WRWW05100Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Qualified Child Allowance (QCA) for the customer’s daughter is now awarded to October 2019 
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and all arrears due have issued.

The QCA in respect of two of his sons is already in place and is paid up to date.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW05200Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW053001137. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application by a person (details supplied) for a carer’s allowance; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45816/18]

06/11/2018WRWW05400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 12 April 2018.

This application was disallowed and the person concerned requested a review of that deci-
sion on 15 August 2018.

Following the review, CA was awarded to the person concerned on 17 October 2018 and 
first payment issued to her nominated post office on 25 October 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from 12 April 2018 to 24 October 2018 have also issued.

The person concerned was notified on 17 October 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW05500Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW056001138. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied) in relation to an application for 
a carer’s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45817/18]

06/11/2018WRWW05700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care. 

A person can be considered to be providing full-time care and attention where they are en-
gaged in employment, self-employment or on training courses outside the home for a maximum 
of 15 hours per week, provided that they can show to the satisfaction of a deciding officer that 
adequate care has been provided for the care recipient in their absence.

The person concerned has been in receipt of a half-rate CA since 26 April 2018 as she is also 
in receipt of illness benefit.  This is payable at the maximum weekly rate.  On 19 October 2018 
the person concerned notified my Department that she was commencing part time work and that 
her illness benefit will be ceasing as a result.
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As her means from employment may affect her entitlement to CA, a full means review is 
being carried out.  As part of the review, financial documents were requested from the person 
concerned on 1 November 2018. 

Once the review is complete the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW05800Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRWW059001139. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if the ongoing difficulties facing illness benefit recipients have now been resolved; if 
she is satisfied that all persons have now received outstanding payments; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45818/18]

06/11/2018WRWW06000Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Overall payment levels of Illness Benefit (IB) are now at their normal level.  For information, 
in any one week, circa 50,000 customers are entitled to an IB payment.  Last week, circa 54,000 
customer payments were made, approximately 4,000 payments in excess of the normal level, 
and this includes some customers due arrears.  For any customers with arrears outstanding, the 
Department would like to assure them that they will receive their back payments as soon as 
possible.  

The Department can confirm that a normal level of payments will issue to IB customers this 
week.  It is, however, important to note that there will always be some people who do not get 
paid in any given week.  This is due to issues such as delays in receipt of claims and certifi-
cates, incorrectly completed certificates, human error, inconsistencies between the information 
submitted and the information already on file, the existence of another welfare payment for the 
main claimant or their dependants on the claim - can all lead to payments being suspended or 
delayed.  This was always the case. 

However, the Department acknowledges that the majority of the delays over the past few 
weeks were due to system and processing issues rather than normal levels of exceptions and 
would like to again apologise to the customers affected.

In August, the IB scheme migrated from an old legacy IT system approaching its end-of-
life to a more up-to-date system, already successfully used for many of the Department’s other 
payments.  As part of this process, IB payments transitioned from a payment in arrears to a 
real-time payment model.  This model was designed to provide quicker access to payments for 
customers and also to greatly reduce the manual processing work involved in administering IB 
claims.  Unfortunately, although the majority of customers continued to receive payments, there 
were a number of unanticipated difficulties and some IB customers’ payments were adversely 
affected with delays and missed payments.

The Department would like to sincerely apologise for the difficulties and frustration experi-
enced by customers who did not receive the correct IB payment or who experienced delays in 
their payments.  The Department has been working hard over the past few weeks, and is con-
tinuing to work, to resolve any outstanding issues - allocating additional staff to IB claim work 
and developing a number of IT modifications to identify and rectify payment issues. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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06/11/2018WRWW06100Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW062001140. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45819/18]

06/11/2018WRWW06300Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 9 May 2018.

The application was awarded to the person concerned on 27 August 2018 and the first pay-
ment issued to his nominated bank account on 6 September 2018.  

Arrears of allowance due from 10 May 2018 to 5 September 2018 have also issued.

The person concerned was notified on 27 August 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of his right of review and appeal.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW06400Carer’s Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW065001141. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a carer’s allowance by a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45821/18]

06/11/2018WRWW06600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Carer’s allowance (CA) is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is 
habitually resident in the State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an 
adult who has such a disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on 
the 25 September 2017.  

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 25 January 2018 of this decision, the reason for it and 
of her right of review and appeal.

A review of this decision was sought on 23 February 2018.  The outcome of the review is 
that the original decision remains unchanged.  

The person concerned was notified on 7 March 2018 of the outcome and of her right of ap-
peal.

The person concerned appealed this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  
A submission in support of the decision was forwarded along with the file on 10 May 2018 to 
the SWAO for determination.

As a result of an appeals officer’s decision CA was awarded to the person concerned on 1 
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November with effect from 15 March 2018.  The first payment will issue to her nominated bank 
account on 8 November 2018.

Arrears for the period 15 March 2018 to 7 November 2018 will also issue to the person 
concerned on 8 November 2018.

The person concerned was notified of the outcome on 1 November 2018.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW06700Domiciliary Care Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRWW068001142. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an application for a domiciliary care allowance by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45822/18]

06/11/2018WRWW06900Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): An application for Domiciliary Care Allowance was received from 
the person concerned on the 20th March 2018.  The application was not allowed as the child 
was not considered to satisfy the qualifying conditions for the allowance.  A letter issued on the 
30th May 2018 setting out the decision of the deciding officer to refuse the allowance.

A review of this decision was requested on the 15th June 2018 and an appeal was also sub-
mitted on the 5th July 2018.  Following the review by the Deciding Officer, the original deci-
sion was upheld and the person concerned was notified of this, in a letter dated the 3rd October 
2018.  An appeal submission was prepared and forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office 
on the 19th October 2018 for consideration.  The person concerned will be notified by the So-
cial Welfare Appeals Office of the outcome of the appeal in due course. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRWW07000Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRWW071001143. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) in County Kildare will receive an illness benefit pay-
ment. [45842/18]

06/11/2018WRWW07200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is now certified and paid to 1st November 2018.  
If the customer remains ill and unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be submitted 
to the Department as soon as possible in order for further payments to issue. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRXX00200Illness Benefit Payments

06/11/2018WRXX003001144. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a person (details supplied) will receive an illness benefit payment. [45843/18]

06/11/2018WRXX00400Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Illness Benefit claim for the person concerned is now certified and paid to 1st November 2018. 
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If the customer remains ill and unfit for work, a further medical certificate should be submitted 
to the Department as soon as possible in order for further payments to issue. 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRXX00500Domiciliary Care Allowance Appeals

06/11/2018WRXX006001145. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45844/18]

06/11/2018WRXX00700Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that the domiciliary care allowance appeal from 
the mother of the person concerned was referred to an Appeals Officer who had decided to hold 
an oral hearing in this case on 9th October 2018.  The notification of the hearing was issued 
to the appellant.  However, subsequently, the Appeals Office was advised by the appellant that 
she was unable to attend the scheduled oral hearing as she was going on holiday at that time.  
Therefore, the oral hearing was postponed. The person concerned will be informed when ar-
rangements for another oral hearing have been made.  

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals 
against decisions in relation to social welfare entitlements.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRXX00800Illness Benefit Applications

06/11/2018WRXX009001146. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will issue for an application by a person (details supplied); the reason 
for the delay in same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45854/18]

06/11/2018WRXX01000Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): No application for Illness Benefit (IB) has been received from the 
person concerned. 

If he is ill and unfit for work, he should submit an application for IB to the Department and 
it will be processed as quickly as possible. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRXX01100Disability Allowance Applications

06/11/2018WRXX012001147. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection when a decision will issue for an application by a person (details supplied); the reason 
for the delay in same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45855/18]

06/11/2018WRXX01300Minister of State at the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
(Deputy Finian McGrath): The person concerned has been awarded disability allowance with 
effect from 10 October 2018. The first payment will be made by his chosen payment method 
on 31 October 2018.
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Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is cal-
culated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable). 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRXX01400Tax Clearance Certificates

06/11/2018WRXX015001148. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
the avenues available to an employer to retrospectively gain their qualifying tax clearance sta-
tus in the instance of an employer being unable to provide a tax clearance certificate to qualify 
for the wage subsidy scheme due to an appeal being in process with the Revenue Commission-
ers and in which the appeal is ultimately successful; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45865/18]

06/11/2018WRXX01600Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
The wage subsidy scheme (WSS) is an employment support to private sector employers. The 
scheme provides financial incentives to private sector employers to hire people with a disability 
for between 21 and 39 hours per week under a contract of employment. 

The objective of the wage subsidy scheme (WSS) is to increase the likelihood of people 
with disabilities participating in the open labour market by making available a subsidy to pri-
vate sector employers.  The scheme operates by allowing employers to claim a subsidy, subject 
to certain conditions, against the cost of a ‘shortfall’ in productivity which may arise were a 
jobseeker (who has a disability) is employed.  

Depending on the number of persons with a disability employed, the WSS may provide 
additional payments to be made to employers to cover additional supervisory or management 
costs and/or the cost of employing an employment assistance officer to support the particular 
staff within the company.

The scheme operates under guidelines issued by the Department of Employment Affairs and 
Social Protection.  The guidelines cover the need to be tax compliant in line with the normal for 
publicly funded schemes.  This forms one of a number of requirements under which the scheme 
operates which includes conditionalities, verifications, monitoring visits and departmental re-
view.  Neither an employer or employee can commence on the WSS without Tax Clearance.   

The issue of securing tax compliance is a matter for the employer and the Revenue Com-
missioners.  Following the certification of tax compliance, the employer might then contact the 
Department in relation to a claim for WSS in line with the relevant guidelines.

I hope this clarifies the issue for the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRXX01700Legislative Reviews

06/11/2018WRXX018001149. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection 
if a review, as required under section 18(3) of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2014, has 
been conducted and laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas. [45868/18]

06/11/2018WRXX01900Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): 
Section 18 of the Social Welfare and Pensions Act 2014 allows for the discrimination on the 
grounds of age in respect of a prescribed class of persons in the provision of employment ser-
vices and supports. The provisions in Section 18 facilitate the implementation of the Youth 
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Guarantee, which was agreed by the European Council on 22 April 2013 to tackle the challenge 
of youth joblessness.

When the EU Youth Guarantee Recommendation was adopted in 2013, Ireland already had 
in place many of the elements to meet the recommendation’s objective of ensuring that young 
people receive an offer of employment, education or training within four months of becoming 
unemployed.  The implementation of the Irish Youth Guarantee focused on enhancing process-
es and policies for assisting young unemployed people to secure sustainable jobs.   

JobsPlus provides subsidies to employers for the full-time employment of those formerly 
long-term unemployed on the Live Register.  In February 2015 “JobsPlus Youth” was added 
to the scheme under the EU Youth Guarantee scheme.  This addition was in line with recom-
mendations from the OECD and meant that, the qualifying period for those aged under 25 was 
reduced from 12 months to four months. A focus Policy Assessment on JobsPlus was under-
taken in 2017 and published in 2018 which reviewed the operation of the JobsPlus employ-
ment incentive scheme from the commencement of the scheme in July 2013 up until the end 
of 2016.  Between 2014 and 2016 a total of 2,167 participants aged under 25 benefitted from 
JobsPlus.  Between June 2013 and December 2016, the Live Register fell by 36% from 434,905 
to 276,502 while at the same time unemployment among under 25s had also fallen by 57% from 
71,202 to 30,285.  This indicated that, in 2017 with an improving economy, deadweight on the 
scheme for under 25s may be increasing as more of this cohort would find work without the 
assistance of JobsPlus.

The Youth Employment Support Scheme (YESS) which was launched this year is also tar-
geted at young jobseekers that face difficulty in entering the labour market or some form of 
work experience.  A review will be undertaken on this initiative in due course.

For those who do not find employment, additional offers are provided for. Most such of-
fers (over 70%) are in existing further education or training programmes.  Others are in exist-
ing community-based employment programmes/workplace based interventions such as CE and 
Tús.  Long-term unemployed jobseekers under-25 are also referred to JobPath, a contracted, 
payment-by-results employment services that provides additional resources and supports to the 
long-term unemployed. 

The Action Plan for Jobs sets out Ireland’s policies in support of enterprise and employment 
growth.  The most recent Pathways to Work   strategy, for the period 2016-2020, continues to 
focus on addressing youth unemployment, building on reforms introduced in the Youth Guar-
antee Implementation Plan and by introducing new measures to ensure that the young unem-
ployed take up a substantial share of the jobs being created by economic recovery.  

Reflecting the impact of government policy, and the overall improvement in the labour 
market, youth unemployment continues to fall with a rate of 12% estimated by CSO in October 
2018, down from a peak rate of almost 32% in 2012.  The youth unemployment rate now lies 
significantly below the EU-28 average rate of 15.8%.   Youth unemployment figures can be ex-
pected to fall further this year in line with the continuing forecast fall in overall unemployment. 

These trends indicate that together with improvements in the labour market and economic 
recovery, our approach to youth employment, which focuses in the first instance on enhancing 
processes and policies for assisting young unemployed people to find and secure sustainable 
jobs, has been relatively successful.

The Pathways to Work Strategy commits to a rolling programme of process and programme 
evaluations of Pathways to Work reforms. Programme evaluations conducted to date can be 
accessed at:
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www.welfare.ie/Pathways-to-work-research  .

Each report outlines the probability of exit to employment at various stages post-programme 
completion.  Furthermore, evaluations of JobPath and JobsPlus, including JobsPlus Youth, are 
currently underway and are expected to be finalised later this year. As with all schemes, my 
Department will continue to review the conditions and operations of the schemes to ensure they 
remain effective.

06/11/2018WRXX02000North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRXX021001150. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Pro-
tection if she will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in her Department; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45896/18]

06/11/2018WRXX02200Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): The 
Department’s budget allocation for 2019 is €20.498 billion, providing for schemes and services 
relating to pensions; working age income supports; working age employment supports; illness, 
disability and carers; children; supplementary payments; as well as pay and non-pay adminis-
tration.

While there is no specific allocation within my Department’s 2019 Budget Estimates for 
north south bodies, a Cross-Border Partnerships Programme supports cross-border jobseekers, 
workers and employers in those border regions under the EU Programme for Employment and 
Social Innovation (EASI) which is directly managed by the European Commission. The Part-
nerships have a targeted remit to provide services to citizens of the border region. 

The Partnership addresses the particular obstacles that frontier workers, employers and job-
seekers face in the cross border region through the provision of services, including a network 
of cross-border advisers, matching jobseekers with job vacancies in both jurisdictions, informa-
tion seminars, labour market monitoring, cross-border mutual learning for public employment 
services, and cross-border employability training.

The EURES Ireland/ Northern Ireland Cross Border Partnership, established in 1993, is one 
of nine such partnerships in Europe involving 13 Member States. The Partnership activities are 
funded through an annual competitive bid process under the EASI Programme. 

Approved grant funding at 90% will amount to approximately €224,000 in 2018.

06/11/2018WRXX02300Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRXX024001151. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection the amount her Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of inves-
tigations and State inquiries as recommended by the independent review mechanism and State 
tribunals; the number and name of these investigations; the individual costs relating to same; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45910/18]

06/11/2018WRXX02500Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection (Deputy Regina Doherty): In 
2018, there have been no tribunals under the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Acts 1921 to 2004 
concerning my Department.  Neither has there been a commission of investigation under the 
Commission of Investigations Act 2004 in relation to the Department of Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection.
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Therefore no costs have incurred in relation to the carrying out of a tribunal of enquiry or a 
commission of investigation by this Department. 

06/11/2018WRXX02600Seanad Elections

06/11/2018WRXX027001152. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the rules of governance required to be registered with his Department in nominating 
bodies for Seanad Éireann (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44960/18]

06/11/2018WRXX02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): In accordance with section 4 of the Seanad Electoral (Panel 
Members) Act 1947, the Clerk of Seanad Éireann is the returning officer for Seanad general 
elections and bye-elections.  The Seanad returning officer’s responsibilities include the estab-
lishment and maintenance of the register of nominating bodies, arrangements for which are set 
out in sections 8 and 9 of the 1947 Act.

06/11/2018WRXX02900Commercial Rates Exemptions

06/11/2018WRXX030001153. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the estimated cost of providing full relief from commercial rates for all registered child-
care providers here. [45161/18]

06/11/2018WRXX03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on 
any property used for commercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valu-
ation lists, prepared by the independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 
2001 - 2015.  The levying and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority 
and all rates income accrues to the local government sector.

Local authority total gross rates income is reported in the Income and Expenditure Account 
of their Annual Financial Statements.  However, as this data is not categorised by the different 
types of property used for business purposes, information in relation to the amount of rates con-
tributed by registered childcare providers is not available in my Department.

06/11/2018WRXX03200Local Authority Services

06/11/2018WRXX033001154. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason disabled persons grants have not been approved since 2016 and 2017 in the 
Cork County Council area due to lack of funding; and the rationale for same. [45225/18]

06/11/2018WRXX03400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Disabled Persons’ Grants Scheme (DPG’s), my Department provides funding to local 
authorities for adaptations and extensions to the existing social housing stock to meet the needs 
of local authority tenants.  The scheme applies to adaptations that are necessary to address the 
needs of older people or people with a disability who may require stair-lifts; grab-rails; show-
ers; wet-rooms and ramps etc.  It also provides funding for extensions such as the installation 
of a downstairs bedroom or bathroom or in cases of overcrowding. 

Each year Local Authorities submit their requirements to my Department in respect of this 
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important scheme. Funding is allocated across all authorities on the basis of the funding sought 
by the local authorities for high need/priority cases. It is a matter for all local authorities to pri-
oritise the works carried out according to local need.

The following table shows the DPG allocations for Cork County Council from 2016-2018.

2016 2017 2018 
€740,601 €811,365 €728,238 

06/11/2018WRXX03500Housing Adaptation Grant Applications

06/11/2018WRXX036001155. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason an adaption grant has not been approved for a person (details supplied) by Cork 
County Council in 2018; the rationale for this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45226/18]

06/11/2018WRXX03700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Disabled Persons Grants Scheme (DPG’s), my Department provides funding to local 
authorities for adaptations and extensions to the existing social housing stock to meet the needs 
of local authority tenants.  The scheme applies to adaptations that are necessary to address the 
needs of older people or people with a disability who may require stair-lifts; grab-rails; show-
ers; wet-rooms and ramps etc.  It also provides funding for extensions such as the installation 
of a downstairs bedroom or bathroom or in cases of overcrowding. 

It is a matter for all local authorities to prioritise the works carried out according to local 
need. However, Cork County Council has indicated that they have received an application in 
respect of the person referred to, which is currently subject to assessment.

06/11/2018WRXX03800Housing Adaptation Grant Eligibility

06/11/2018WRXX039001156. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government when calculating deductions for means testing the housing adaption grant for per-
sons with disabilities, if the full amount of carer’s allowance will be deducted in addition to as a 
further €5,000 in cases in which the person to which the grant application relates is being cared 
for by a relative on a full-time basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45343/18]

06/11/2018WRXX04000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
When calculating household income for the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and 
People with a Disability, Carer’s Benefit/Allowance is disregarded if paid in respect of the 
person to whom the grant application relates.  A disregard of €5,000 is also allowed where the 
person with a disability for whom the application for grant aid is sought is being cared for by a 
relative on a full-time basis.

06/11/2018WRXX04100Approved Housing Bodies

06/11/2018WRXX042001157. Deputy Michael McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he has given consideration to extending the capital acquisition lease finance provi-
sions to the purchase of loans by approved housing bodies with a view to preventing homeless-
ness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45503/18]

06/11/2018WRXX04300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
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Department offers a range of funding programmes to assist the voluntary sector with the deliv-
ery of social housing, including the Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF). 

CALF is a facility, which is exclusively available to Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs), to 
assist them in accessing private or Housing Finance Agency (HFA) finance for the purchase, 
construction or refurbishment of homes that will be made available for social housing purposes 
under long-term availability agreements of up to 30 years. 

I have no plans to amend the uses for which CALF is made available to AHBs.

06/11/2018WRXX04400Urban Renewal Schemes

06/11/2018WRXX045001158. Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount allocated for a project (details supplied) under the urban regeneration and 
development fund. [45740/18]

06/11/2018WRXX04600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) was launched as part of Project Ire-
land 2040, to support the compact growth and sustainable development of Ireland’s five cities, 
regional drivers and other large urban centres. The URDF is designed to leverage a greater 
proportion of residential and commercial development, supported by infrastructure, servic-
es and amenities, within the existing built-up areas of our larger urban settlements.

I initiated the call for proposals under the Fund in July 2018 and the deadline for submission 
of applications was 28 September. 

My Department, through a dedicated Project Advisory Board (PAB), is now engaging in the 
assessment of submitted applications and at this point, the work of the Board is expected to take 
until late November, after which an initial tranche of successful applications will be announced.

As the assessment process of the PAB is ongoing, it would be inappropriate to comment 
further on individual projects at this time.

06/11/2018WRXX04700Water and Sewerage Schemes Status

06/11/2018WRXX048001159. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he will report on his decision to refer the eastern and midlands water supply 
project to the Commission for the Regulation of Utilities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44711/18]

06/11/2018WRXX04900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Eastern and Midlands Water Supply Project has been in development since the mid -1990s, 
originally under Dublin City Council and under Irish Water management since January 2014.  It 
is the first comprehensive upgrade of Ireland’s water infrastructure in over 60 years. 

An additional 330 million litres of treated water a day is estimated to be needed in the 
Greater Dublin and Eastern and Midlands Region by 2050. In 2015, Irish Water embarked on 
an extensive public consultation process to identify a new source of water supply for the region.  
Overall, ten options were assessed on technical environmental and economic grounds. The 
abstraction of raw water from the Parteen Basin and the Lower River Shannon was ultimately 
identified as Irish Water’s preferred option.
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The Water Services Act 2013 requires the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment, in conjunction with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, to provide con-
sent for all commitments for capital expenditure above a certain threshold.

Given the scale and importance of the Eastern and Midlands Water Supply Project, and 
recognising the CRU’s statutory role as independent economic regulator of Irish Water, in-
cluding its role of reviewing Irish Water’s capital investment plans, I have requested the CRU 
to undertake the review to support my decision as Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government, in relation to the capital consent that will be required in the event that planning 
approval is obtained for the project. The request to the CRU is consistent with the CRU’s role 
under Section 40 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 to advise the Minister for Housing, 
Planning and Local Government on the development and delivery of water services.

The Terms of Reference for the Review are available on the CRU website at the following 
link:

https://www.cru.ie/document_group/water-supply-project-eastern-and-midlands-region/  .

06/11/2018WRXX05000Property Trusts

06/11/2018WRXX051001160. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government his views on the recent sale of nearly 400 apartments for rental to an investment 
company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44716/18]

06/11/2018WRXX05200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The acquisition and management of properties by professional Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITS) is one component part of a more sustainable, long-term property rental market for both 
investors and tenants.  While commercial property investment has been a key focus for some of 
the REITs launched to date in Ireland, residential property also forms part of the sector’s inter-
est and exposure.  It is expected that the sector will continue to develop over time and increase 
the supply of professionally managed, good quality, rented accommodation. 

In relation to the recent purchase of the apartments in question by an investment company, 
it is important to remember that the priority is to ensure an increase in the overall supply of new 
homes – whether available to purchase or rent.  Given the highlighted lack of properties avail-
able to rent in the Dublin area, increased rental supply is welcome.

Historically, the private rented sector in Ireland has been largely made up of small-scale 
landlords, who will continue to provide the bulk of private rented accommodation. However, a 
more diverse sector, which includes institutional investors specialised in providing and manag-
ing larger scale residential rental projects, provides more stability and less exposure to property 
market risk and volatility. Institutional investors can also help provide the range of tenancy 
options that households need across their life cycles.  Large-scale investment in property has 
an important role to play in helping to deliver the professional high-standard rental sector that 
tenants deserve.

The fact that institutional investors are entering the rental market, with a clear long-term 
focus on their investment provides security for tenants who can be confident that their landlord 
is committed for the long run.  

A number of additional tenancy protection measures were introduced in the Planning and 
Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 to enhance tenants’ security, in-
cluding:
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- The abolition of a landlord’s right, during the first 6 months of a further Part 4 tenancy, to 
end that tenancy for no stated ground;

- The extension of the term of Part 4 tenancies from 4 to 6 years; and

- Protection for existing tenants to remain in situ where a landlord proposes to sell 10 or 
more units within a single development at the same time, other than in exceptional circum-
stances.

These provisions apply to the apartments in question.

06/11/2018WRXX05300Constitutional Convention Recommendations

06/11/2018WRXX054001161. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has given further consideration to the Convention on the Constitution recommenda-
tions regarding citizens’ initiatives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44761/18]

06/11/2018WRXX05500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Fourth Report of the Convention on the Constitution, published in August 2013, included 
a recommendation that there should be a right for citizens to petition on influencing the legisla-
tive agenda and to petition for referendums.  

In response, the Government pointed to the fact that constitutional referendums are already 
common in Ireland and that there is nothing to prevent citizens from presenting petitions.  Ar-
ticle 27 of the Constitution also provides a facility for a Bill to be put to the people if it contains 
a matter of such public importance that the will of the people ought to be ascertained on it.  In 
addition, as part of its remit, the Public Service Oversight and Petitions Committee receives and 
considers public petitions submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas.  It also engages regularly 
with the Ombudsman and other oversight bodies.

06/11/2018WRXX05600An Bord Pleanála

06/11/2018WRXX057001162. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the steps he has taken to address delays in adhering to statutory timelines in An Bord 
Pleanála decisions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44762/18]

06/11/2018WRXX05800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 126 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, An Bord Pleaná-
la has a statutory objective to determine planning appeals within 18 weeks.  Where the Board 
does not consider it possible or appropriate to reach a decision within 18 weeks (e.g. because of 
the particular complexities of a case or the requirement to hold an oral hearing), it will inform 
the parties of the reasons for this, and will indicate when it intends to make its decision. 

The compliance rate with the statutory objective period has been reduced over the past year 
due to a number of factors. Firstly, there was a reduction in Board capacity in mid-2017, aris-
ing from a time interval between the departure of five outgoing Board members, whose terms 
of office had expired in April and May, and the five new replacement Board members taking 
up their posts.  While, by September 2017, the Board complement had been fully replenished, 
this time interval significantly impacted on the Board’s capacity and case work output over the 
whole year.

In addition, An Bord Pleanála is also implementing a major ICT strategy which will facili-
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tate the introduction of on-line planning services as part of a complete upgrade and replace-
ment of core systems.  In this regard, a new case management system was installed and became 
operational in Q4 2017.  As is to be expected with such a fundamental and integrated project, 
the transition to the new system has caused some initial disruption to the processing of cases, 
resulting in a further increase in the backlog of cases on hand. However, measures have been 
put in place to ensure that the new system is bedded down and becomes operational at an opti-
mal level as soon as possible.

Furthermore, there has been a general increase in cases received by the Board.  For example, 
there was an increase of almost 12% on normal planning appeals received in 2017 compared to 
2016; this upward trend has continued into 2018. The intake of normal planning appeals in the 
nine months to end-September 2018 was 10% greater than the intake over the corresponding 
period to end-September 2017.

Now that the Board’s full complement has been restored, combined with the measures that 
are being put in place in relation to the new ICT systems, it is expected that the backlog of cases 
will begin to reduce over the coming months, with an associated improvement in the compli-
ance rate with the statutory objective period for the determination of cases.

My Department liaises closely with the Board to ensure that it has appropriate resources in 
relation to the performance of its functions.  In mid-2017, the Board was assigned additional 
functions in determining planning applications for strategic housing developments.  A new Stra-
tegic Housing Division of the Board was established to decide on these applications, involving 
the recruitment of an additional dedicated 10 professional and administrative staff members in 
2017.  Two additional Board members have also been sanctioned to serve this Division, with 
the appointments being made in February and June this year.  

The Board now has a complement of 11 members and has over 150 staff employed.  I am 
satisfied that the Board has sufficient and necessary resources to deliver effectively and effi-
ciently on its important statutory mandate and functions.

06/11/2018WRXX05900Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRXX060001163. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if he, his departmental officials and or his ministerial predecessors have met com-
panies and an organisation (details supplied) and or representatives of same in the past three 
years to date; if so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44779/18]

06/11/2018WRXX06100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
can confirm that neither myself nor any officials of my Department have held meetings with the 
companies or representatives of the companies concerned.  One of the companies concerned 
was involved in the Government Cloud Network project and would have visited one of my De-
partment’s offices during 2016 as part of that project.  However, this was to carry out a technical 
site survey as opposed to holding a meeting.

According to the records readily available in my Department, I understand that neither of 
my predecessors met with the companies concerned in the period concerned.

06/11/2018WRXX06200Departmental Contracts
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06/11/2018WRXX063001164. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a company (details supplied) has been awarded contracts for social housing projects 
funded by his Department in the past ten years; and if so, if he will now request an inspection 
of these units in view of the issues arising at schools constructed by this company. [44838/18]

06/11/2018WRXX06400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The data requested is currently being compiled and will be provided to the Deputy in accor-
dance with Standing Orders.

06/11/2018WRXX06500Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRXX066001165. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by his Depart-
ment in each of the past ten years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44862/18]

06/11/2018WRXX067001166. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the consultations undertaken by his Department in each of the past ten years in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44880/18]

06/11/2018WRXX06800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1165 and 1166 together.

The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy in accor-
dance with Standing Orders.

06/11/2018WRXX07000Housing Data

06/11/2018WRXX071001167. Deputy Catherine Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of housing co-operatives (details supplied); and the number of houses 
within each co-operative within each county in tabular form. [44906/18]

06/11/2018WRXX07200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
A list of bodies that are registered as Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) in accordance with 
Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 can be found on the Register of 
AHBs which is published on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/voluntary-and-cooperative-housing/
register-housing-bodies-approved-status  .

The following 14 AHBs are identified as co-operatives:

- Belcarra Community Co-Operative Society Limited 

- Community Housing Co-Operative Cork Society Limited

- Connacht Co-Operative Housing Society Ltd 

- Co-Operative Housing Ireland - formerly NABCO 

- Dublin City Co-Operative Housing Society Ltd

- Dublin South Co-Operative Housing Society Ltd
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- Fingal Co-Operative Housing Society

- Galway Co-Operative Housing Development Society Ltd

- Goodwill Housing Co-Operative Society Ltd C/O KVB

- Mallow Sugar Factory Housing Co-Op Society

- Munster Co-operative Housing Society Limited

- North Dublin Co-Operative Housing Society Ltd

- O’Cualann Co-Housing Alliance Ltd

- South Leinster Co-Operative Housing

AHBs can be limited companies, societies or trusts and are subject to the statutory provi-
sions of Companies Acts/Friendly Societies and Industrial and Provident Societies Acts. In 
order to be approved, it is a requirement that the bodies’ memorandum and articles of associa-
tion include provisions prohibiting the distribution of any surplus, profit, bonus or dividend to 
members and that the assets of the body be applied solely towards its objectives.  As such the 
majority of AHBs are charities and are subject to the Charities Act 2009.

The oversight of AHBs is currently conducted through the Voluntary Regulation Code 
(VRC) -  Building for the Future, A Voluntary Regulation Code for Approved Housing Bodies 
in Ireland. At present, 256 AHBs, covering some 95% of the social housing stock of Approved 
Housing Bodies, are signed up to the VRC which is overseen by the Interim Regulation Com-
mittee (IRC), based in the Housing Agency. Annual regulatory returns for the AHBs which are 
signed up to the Code are submitted to the Housing Agency’s Regulation Office and compliance 
with the Code is a requirement for the receipt of funding for social housing. Four co-operatives 
are signed up to the Code and the information sought in relation to these co-operatives is set out 
below. The information is based on the 2017 annual regulatory returns. Legislation to provide 
for enhanced statutory regulation of the Approved Housing Body sector is due to be published 
by end-year.

County/Number of 
Units

Co-Operative 
Housing Ireland

Galway Co-Operative 
Housing Development   
Society Ltd

Belcarra Community 
Co-Operative Soci-
ety Limited

O’Cualann Co-
Housing Alliance 
Ltd

Carlow 74 0 0 0
Cavan 0 0 0 0
Clare 66 0 0 0
Cork City 32 0 0 0
Cork County 367 0 0 0
Donegal 14 0 0 0
Dublin City 725 0 0 0
DunL – Rathdown 136 0 0 0
Fingal 384 0 0 0
Galway City 23 61 0 0
Galway County 0 0 0 0
Kerry 23 0 0 0
Kildare 0 0 0 0
Kilkenny 0 0 0 0
Laois 0 0 0 0
Leitrim 0 0 0 0
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County/Number of 
Units

Co-Operative 
Housing Ireland

Galway Co-Operative 
Housing Development   
Society Ltd

Belcarra Community 
Co-Operative Soci-
ety Limited

O’Cualann Co-
Housing Alliance 
Ltd

Limerick City &   
County

10 0 0 0

Longford 0 0 0 0
Louth 0 0 0 0
Mayo 0 0 6 0
Meath 0 0 0 0
Monaghan 0 0 0 0
Tipperary 0 0 0 0
Offaly 0 0 0 0
Roscommon 0 0 0 0
Sligo 0 0 0 0
South Dublin 256 0 0 0
Waterford City   & 
County

21 0 0 0

Westmeath 0 0 0 0
Wexford 81 0 0 0
Wicklow 7 0 0 0
TOTAL 2219 61 6 0

Co-Operative Housing Ireland

List of Directors:
Enda Egan – Acting Chairperson    
Brenda O’Callaghan    
Sandra Ajunonoma    
Adaku Ezeudo    
Mema Byrne    
Graham Lightfoot    
Notel Pocock    
Kim Olin    
John Power    
Carol Tancock    
Eddie O’Shea    

Secretary         
Kieron Brennan    

Auditors    
KPMG 

Galway Co-Operative Housing Development Society Ltd

List of Directors:
Paddy O’Shaughnessy    
Imelda O’Sullivan – Acting Chairperson    
Rosemarie Bohan    
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Jean MacSorley - Treasurer    
Fiona Hanbury    
Eileen Lauster    
Dara Duane    
Rachel Parry    

Secretary         
Rosemarie Bohan    

Auditors    
Ryan McGinty    

Belcarra Community Co-Operative Society   Limited

List of Directors:
Mary Jo Cannon    
Mary Prendergast    
Breege Canavan    
Adrian Lyons    

Secretary         
Mary Prendergast    

Auditors    
Naughton Murtagh & Co 

O’Cualann Co-Housing Alliance Ltd

List of Directors:
Allan Malayao    
Robert Castillo - Chairperson    
Wessel Badenhorst    
Roisin Eccles    
David Lawless    

Secretary         
Tim Crowley    

Auditors    
Donal Ryan & Associates    

06/11/2018WRYY00200Local Authority Facilities

06/11/2018WRYY003001168. Deputy Ruth Coppinger asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his policy regarding the hosting of political public meetings in local authority owned or 
funded community centres; if certain meetings are proscribed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44908/18]



6 November 2018

539

06/11/2018WRYY00400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Local authorities are independent statutory bodies. The day-to-day management of local au-
thority buildings is an executive function. Section 149 of the Local Government Act 2001, as 
amended, requires that the Chief Executive perform executive functions in accordance with 
the policy framework established by the elected members. 

As such the access and use of facilities that are owned or operated by a local authority 
is subject to such policy of the local authority as may be determined by the elected council.

06/11/2018WRYY00500Housing Data

06/11/2018WRYY006001169. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number and name of local authorities that were contacted by and responded to the 
circular that was sent from his Department requesting bids on the serviced site fund; the number 
and name of local authorities that did not respond; the number of affordable homes that will 
be built in each of the local authorities that responded; the number of affordable homes that 
are possible in the short-term under this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44915/18]

06/11/2018WRYY007001170. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government if a developer buys zoned, serviced, urban, privately owned land and is prepared 
to build affordable houses on it, if they will benefit from the €50,000 grant; if not, if this grant 
applies only to county council owned land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44920/18]

06/11/2018WRYY00712Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1169 and 1170 together.

In order to deliver affordable homes, in the areas of the country most affected by a lack of af-
fordable housing supply, the Government has committed €310 million, under the Serviced Sites 
Fund (SSF), as part of Budget 2019. The funding is available for key facilitating infrastructure, 
on local authority sites, to support the provision of affordable homes to purchase or rent.

The Exchequer contribution is €275 million with €35 million to be contributed by local au-
thorities. In 2019 funding of €100 million will be available under the Fund, with a further €142 
million in 2020, and €68 million in 2021.

A first call for proposals under the Fund issued to eleven local authorities, where the greatest 
affordability issues exist: the four Dublin local authorities; Kildare, Meath, Wicklow, Louth and 
Cork County Councils and Cork and Galway City Councils.  Fifteen proposals were received 
from nine of the eleven local authorities targeted under this first call.

The proposals are currently being assessed and I expect to make an announcement of the 
first successful bids shortly, together with details of the number of affordable homes to be sup-
ported. While South Dublin and Louth County Councils did not make applications under the 
first call, further calls for proposals will be made, with a second call to be initiated shortly, and it 
will be open to the Councils to submit applications at that stage, if they consider it appropriate.

Once the funding is awarded and the infrastructure is provided, I expect delivery of afford-
able homes from 2019 onwards. Separately, all local authorities are now carrying out an eco-
nomic assessment of the requirement for affordable housing in their area, and the authorities’ 
capacity to deliver housing at affordable prices from their sites.
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Based on this analysis further local authorities may be considered for funding under the SSF.

06/11/2018WRYY01000Building Regulations

06/11/2018WRYY011001171. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the position with regard to the need for structural assessments for 22 houses constructed 
by a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44974/18]

06/11/2018WRYY01200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The 22 homes referred to by the Deputy were constructed by the company in question for Dub-
lin City Council (DCC). The project came under the terms of the Building Control (Amend-
ment) Regulations 2014 (BC(A)R) and was therefore subject to additional statutory certifica-
tion requirements. 

DCC advise that they employ a strict monitoring regime for their developments and since 
the introduction of BC(A)R, this includes the engagement of external Assigned Certifiers in ad-
dition to in-house architectural, engineering and inspection staff, to ensure the build quality of 
developments under their control. Inspections are carried out both on site and in the manufac-
turing facility, as in this particular case, which involved timber-framed units. Full Compliance 
Certification by the Design and Assigned certifiers is required on completion of the project, 
with confirmation of compliance from the Building Control Department of the Council. On that 
basis, DCC have advised that further structural assessments, of the nature referred to are not 
considered necessary.

06/11/2018WRYY01300Housing Adaptation Grant

06/11/2018WRYY014001172. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will apply flexibility in the deadline for works completed under housing adaptation 
and mobility and housing aid for the elderly grants in order that local authorities will be able to 
draw down all allocated moneys (details supplied). [44981/18]

06/11/2018WRYY01500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department actively encourages local authorities to submit recoupment claims for the Housing 
Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability without delay.  No deadline 
for the end of October has been set by my Department; however, local authorities have been 
advised that claims on hand should be submitted as soon as possible in order to ensure payment 
in 2018.

06/11/2018WRYY01600Social and Affordable Housing

06/11/2018WRYY017001173. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
if under the enhanced long-term social housing leasing scheme, developers will be allowed to 
use their approval for 25 year leases by local authorities as backing in order to obtain develop-
ment financing; if there is a policy on such pre-approvals; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44985/18]

06/11/2018WRYY01800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): A 
range of housing options are necessary to ensure a supply of accommodation to meet different 
types of social housing need. Harnessing the off-balance sheet potential of private investment 
in social housing is an important objective of the Government and the social housing targets set 
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out in Rebuilding Ireland over the period to 2021 reflect the ambition in that regard.  

My Department has introduced the Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing Scheme 
in order to target newly built or yet to be built houses and apartments for long term leasing, and 
to target property developers and investors who are in a position to deliver housing at a reason-
able scale in order to supplement delivery under Pillar 2 of Rebuilding Ireland.  

A key aspect of the Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing Scheme is that the pro-
poser will finance 100% of the cost of delivering the homes.  All arrangements for the funding 
and financing of such proposals are a matter for the individual proposers, who will bear all 
financial risks in this respect.  

An Agreement for Lease will only be signed where the Housing Agency and the relevant 
local authority are satisfied that the proposal meets the fundamental criteria set out in the Call 
for Proposals documentation (which is available at http://rebuildingireland.ie/enhanced-long-
term-social-housing-leasing-scheme/ ).

Committed funding is a condition for entry into a lease agreement with a local authority. 
Proposers are required to provide a brief summary of their strategy to source committed fund-
ing to meet their development and lease obligations to include, without limitation, delivery 
of homes and delivery of the services under the lease.  The Housing Agency, which has re-
sponsibility for overseeing and managing the assessment process, assesses this information in 
consultation with the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) in order to ensure that 
the proposer has the capability to deliver both the units themselves and their obligations under 
the lease. This assessment is carried out in advance of any acceptance into the scheme and the 
signing of any agreements. 

As it is targeted at newly built or yet to be built properties, the Enhanced Leasing Scheme 
includes the provision for an Agreement for Lease document to be signed in advance of the 
commencement of construction.  The Agreement for Lease places an obligation on the prop-
erty owner to meet specific conditions in respect of the property before any lease is executed, 
thereby guaranteeing the delivery of the units as agreed by an agreed date.  

The Housing Agency also operates a “Pre-Planning Suitability Assessment” process in or-
der to provide information to relevant parties as to the suitability of their site and proposed 
development for inclusion in the Scheme, in advance of obtaining planning permission.  

The Pre-Planning Suitability Assessment process is designed to allow prospective appli-
cants the opportunity to establish if a proposed development may be considered potentially suit-
able for inclusion in the Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing Scheme. The Housing 
Agency will engage with the relevant local authority in respect of a particular site or sites and 
will inform the proposer if it would be likely that a proposal would pass or fail an assessment 
under the terms of the scheme if it were put forward formally with the benefit of planning per-
mission. 

This process has no material bearing on any other statutory process (e.g. the Planning pro-
cess) and it is explicit in the terms of the scheme set out in the Call for Proposals document that 
an indication of the suitability of the proposed development through this process should not be 
considered as confirmation of its acceptance or otherwise to the scheme. Submissions are only 
accepted on lands with the relevant in-principle planning policy support and all proposals will 
be required to be re-assessed in full, including confirmation of funding arrangements, once 
planning permission has been obtained, in line with the terms of the Scheme.  Consequently, 
any financial decisions made on the part of the proposer on foot of an assessment at this stage 
are made entirely at their own risk.



Questions - Written Answers

542

06/11/2018WRYY01900European Court of Justice Rulings

06/11/2018WRYY020001174. Deputy Pat The Cope Gallagher asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Lo-
cal Government the steps he is taking to address the discharge of sewage into the sea at various 
locations (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44996/18]

06/11/2018WRYY021001182. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the status of the ongoing EU Commission and European Court of Justice legal action 
against the State for breaches of the urban waste water treatment directive. [45181/18]

06/11/2018WRYY022001183. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the estimated cost involved in remedying the wastewater treatment services in the 28 large 
towns and cities in which waste water treatment failed to meet mandatory standards according 
to the EPA urban wastewater treatment in 2017 and that are the subject to European Court of 
Justice proceedings for breaching these requirements. [45182/18]

06/11/2018WRYY02300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1174, 1182 and 1183 together.

The EPA issues a report on urban waste water treatment in Ireland every year.  The latest 
report is based on the assessment of effluent monitoring results from 1,100 waste water treat-
ment plants reported to the EPA by Irish Water and on enforcement activities carried out by the 
EPA during 2017.

 Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local level, including invest-
ment in wastewater treatment plants, and  Irish Water’s primary function is to provide clean safe 
drinking water to customers and to treat and return wastewater safely to the environment.  Irish 
Water takes a strategic, nationwide approach to asset planning and investment, and meeting 
customer requirements.

Following actions taken by Irish Water, the EPA has found that the number of priority urban 
areas where waste water treatment needs to improve is down to 132 from 148 in 2016.  Of 44 
towns and villages where raw sewage was being discharged in 2016, 6 are now connected to 
treatment plants. The remaining 38 towns and villages, with a population equivalent of 88,000 
people, will be connected by 2021.  

Out of the 179 Large Urban Areas in Ireland, 28 areas failed to comply with the EU’s legally 
binding standards for the treatment of urban waste water.  Over the period 2016–2024, capital 
upgrades and operational improvement works will have been completed or undertaken at all 
of these urban waste-water treatment plants to ensure that treatment levels and capacity com-
ply with the requirements of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive.   Substantial State 
funding is being provided for this purpose under the National Development Plan under Project 
Ireland 2040.

This investment reflects the objectives of the River Basin Management Plan 2018 - 2021 
which outlines what Ireland is doing to protect and improve our waters.  Among a broad suite 
of measures the plan provides for €1.7 billion worth of investment by Irish Water in 255 urban 
wastewater projects which are designed to achieve compliance with the Urban Wastewater 
Treatment Directive (UWWTD). Of the urban areas where works are required, the majority will 
be compliant by end 2021, including Ringsend which is the single largest wastewater treatment 
plant in the country, accounting for 41% of the total wastewater load.



6 November 2018

543

The European Commission has taken an infringement case against Ireland in relation to 
the UWWTD which sets out requirements for the collection, treatment and discharge of urban 
waste water.  A hearing in the case took place in the Court of Justice of the European Union 
(CJEU) on 19 September 2018 and a judgement is due within 6 months. 

   Irish Water has developed a long term investment perspective in order to strategically ad-
dress the deficiencies in the public water and wastewater system.  It is optimising investment 
decisions to ensure that they utilise scarce capital by making investments that deliver the best 
possible improvements for these communities.  Building water and wastewater treatment plants 
and upgrading or building water and wastewater networks as necessary will require significant 
investment.

06/11/2018WRYY02400Housing Data

06/11/2018WRYY025001175. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of properties in County Donegal secured under the buy and renew scheme 
which facilitates local authorities or approved housing bodies to purchase vacant properties for 
social housing use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45018/18]

06/11/2018WRYY026001180. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the number of applications made to date under the buy and renew scheme in County 
Donegal; the number of successful applications to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45139/18]

06/11/2018WRYY02700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1175 and 1180 together.

Capital funding is provided to local authorities to acquire a range of properties for social 
housing use. The properties involved can range from those in good condition to those that need 
remediation and may have been vacant.  To ensure a local-led response to such work, responsi-
bility for property acquisitions is delegated to local authorities.

To further assist local authorities pursuing vacant properties, the Buy & Renew Scheme 
makes funding available to facilitate local authorities in acquiring and remediating vacant prop-
erties that may be suitable for social housing.  To date, while Donegal County Council has not 
sought funding from my Department under the scheme, they have acquired vacant properties 
and carried out the necessary upgrading works, under the standard social housing acquisition 
programme. These houses have then been let to individuals and families on the local authority’s 
waiting list.

I understand that Donegal County Council intends to continue to pursue opportunities to 
deliver new social housing through acquiring and remediating vacant properties and will utilise 
the Buy & Renew Scheme for this purpose.  The Council also uses other opportunities to tackle 
vacancy and deliver new social housing such as the completion of unfinished estates.

06/11/2018WRYY02800European Court of Justice Rulings

06/11/2018WRYY029001176. Deputy Jack Chambers asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the members of the working group set up to consider the 2013 European Court of 
Justice ruling in the Flemish Decree case; when the group met; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45058/18]
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06/11/2018WRYY03000Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Following engagement between the European Commission and my Department regarding the 
2013 European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, a working group was 
established in May 2017 to review and, where necessary, recommend changes to the 2005 Plan-
ning Guidelines on Sustainable Rural Housing, issued under section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  The objective is to ensure that rural housing policies and 
objectives contained in local authority development plans comply with the relevant provisions 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.  

The working group comprised 3 senior officials from the Planning Division of my Depart-
ment and 6 senior officials from the Planning Divisions of local authorities nominated by the 
Local Government Management Agency.  The Group met on three occasions: 18 May, 13 June 
and 28 June 2017.

Taking account of the working group’s  analysis and recommended outcome, my Depart-
ment has been engaging with the European Commission on the matter with a view to issuing to 
planning authorities, by the end of this year, revisions to the 2005 Rural Housing Guidelines 
that take account of the relevant ECJ judgment.  It may be possible to finalise the Guidelines 
earlier than that, subject to the completion of outstanding work.

06/11/2018WRYY03100Housing Data

06/11/2018WRYY032001177. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the details of all proposed social housing leasing and enhanced leasing projects; and the 
details of potential leasing or enhanced leasing projects such as pending applications for plan-
ning permission to which his attention has been drawn. [45111/18]

06/11/2018WRYY03300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Government has set out an ambitious set of targets for the delivery of social housing in 
the period to 2021 in its Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan. A commitment to deliver 50,000 new 
social housing homes through a range of delivery mechanisms is being supported by a multi-
annual Exchequer commitment totalling €6.5 billion over the period of the plan. These targets 
will be achieved using a combination of building, purchasing and leasing high quality proper-
ties to meet the needs of households on local authority waiting lists around the country. 

Of the 50,000 social homes to be delivered under RI, 10,000 are targeted to be delivered 
under Leasing. These homes will be delivered by AHBs and housing authorities from a range 
of different sources and funded under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme 
(SHCEP).

Data on social housing leasing output is published on my Department’s website at the fol-
lowing link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-
social-housing-provision  .  Data in respect of Q3 2018 is currently being collated and will be 
available shortly.

Housing authorities have delegated authority from my Department to enter into leasing 
arrangements for up to four dwellings, within a single development or with a single owner, 
subject to compliance with the terms and conditions governing the leasing scheme. In all other 
circumstances, local authorities must seek Departmental approval to lease dwellings. All leas-
ing proposals by AHBs must be submitted to my Department for approval, regardless of the 
number of dwellings being leased. The current position is that a total of 674 new social housing 
homes are currently approved by my Department for delivery by local authorities. 
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The first call for proposals for the Enhanced Leasing Scheme was open from January to 
April 2018. A total of 33 submissions were received and currently 3 proposals are in the final 
stages of due diligence.  Information with respect to the number and location of the dwellings 
proposed for leasing under the Scheme will be available once the respective housing authori-
ties have signed Agreements for Lease arising from the completion of the due diligence pro-
cess. The second call for proposals closed on 25th October 2018 and the Housing Agency is 
currently validating all submissions made under that call, including Pre-Planning Suitability 
Assessment submissions. 

My Department and the Housing Agency continue to work with local authorities and pro-
posers in respect of the Enhanced Leasing Scheme, and the leasing schemes generally, in order 
to ensure maximum delivery of high quality leased properties to meet the needs of households 
on social housing waiting lists.

06/11/2018WRYY03400Irish Water

06/11/2018WRYY035001178. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Irish Water has for the second time in 2018 
refused to meet with a cross-party delegation of public representatives from County Donegal in 
relation to concerns they have regarding the water supply network in the north-east Inishowen 
area and the south Inishowen area; his views on these refusals; and if he will correspond with 
Irish Water in relation to the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45130/18]

06/11/2018WRYY03600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. As Minister for Housing, 
Planning and Local Government I have no function in relation to operational water supply mat-
ters and I must respect the statutory authority that the Oireachtas has conferred on Irish Water 
in this regard.

I understand that Irish Water has arrangements in place for engaging with public represen-
tatives and with members of the public in areas where water supply challenges arise, as has 
occurred at Inishowen. 

I would encourage the Deputy to raise the matter with the dedicated team established by 
Irish Water to deal with representations and queries from public representatives.  The team can 
be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 
1890 578 578. 

06/11/2018WRYY03700Housing Issues

06/11/2018WRYY038001179. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment his efforts to date in addressing the high council housing vacancy rate in County Done-
gal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45136/18]

06/11/2018WRYY03900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock is a matter for each indi-
vidual local authority, as set out in Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966.  It is therefore a matter 
for Donegal County Council, in the first place, to address vacancies that might arise in their 
social housing stock.
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My Department supports local authorities through a number of programmes to tackle vacan-
cy in their housing stock.  The Voids Programme provides additional support to local authori-
ties in preparing vacant units for re-letting, with up to €30,000 exchequer funding provided per 
property, in addition to the support that local authorities provide themselves towards such work.  
This voids programme supports the local authorities to actively target vacant social housing, 
with a view to minimising their turnaround and re-let times and return them to use in an energy 
efficient condition.  

Donegal County Council was given funding approval earlier this year, in respect of 37 prop-
erties under the Voids Programme. This is in addition to the support I provided to them over the 
course of 2016 and 2017, where a further 257 properties were refurbished and brought back to 
productive use. 

All local authorities, including Donegal County Council, should actively manage their stock 
including vacancies, and I would encourage the Elected Members of the Council to stay en-
gaged on this issue so that the best turnaround time possible is achieved wherever vacancies 
arise.

Question No. 1180 answered with Question No. 1175.

06/11/2018WRYY04100Building Regulations

06/11/2018WRYY042001181. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will publish the criteria which homeowners in County Donegal affected by mica 
must meet in order to access the redress scheme; the amount of funding that will be provided to 
facilitate the redress scheme; if those that did not come forward during the consultation process 
will still be included in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45141/18]

06/11/2018WRYY04300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks was established by my De-
partment in 2016, to investigate problems that have emerged in the concrete blockwork of cer-
tain dwellings in Counties Donegal and Mayo.

The Panel had the following terms of reference:

(i) To identify, insofar as it is possible, the numbers of private dwellings which appear to be 
affected by defects in the blockwork in the Counties of Donegal and Mayo;

(ii) To carry out a desktop study, which would include a consultation process with affected 
homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building profes-
sionals, testing laboratories, industry stakeholders and other relevant parties, to establish the 
nature of the problem in the affected dwellings;

(iii) To outline a range of technical options for remediation and the means by which those 
technical options could be applied; and

(iv)To submit a report within six months.

On 13 June 2017, the report of the Expert Panel   was published and included eight recom-
mendations which my Department is actively progressing with the relevant stakeholders, pri-
oritising the implementation of Recommendations 1 and 2. 

With regard to Recommendation 1, the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) 
Technical Committee, established to scope and fast track the development of a standardised 
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protocol, held its inaugural meeting on 11 September 2017 and has held several further meet-
ings since. The standardised protocol will inform the course of action in relation to remedial 
works for all affected householders. The draft standard was published on 6 June 2018 for public 
consultation and ran for a period of six weeks to 18 July 2018. The Technical Committee have 
finalised the review of the submissions received and it is expected that the standardised protocol 
will be published in the coming weeks.

The draft standard, I.S. 465 - Assessment, testing and categorisation of damaged build-
ings incorporating concrete blocks containing certain deleterious materials, outlines a protocol 
which will be used to assess and categorise the damage in properties where the concrete blocks 
are suspected to contain the minerals mica or pyrite. Previously, there was no common way 
for engineers or homeowners to assess the damage caused by defective concrete blocks to help 
decide what, if any, remedial work could be carried out.

This standard:

1. establishes a protocol for assessing and determining whether a building has been dam-
aged by concrete blocks containing certain excessive amounts of deleterious materials (free or 
unbound muscovite mica, or aggregate with potentially deleterious quantities of pyrite);

2. describes methods for establishing the extent of the problem; 

3. describes the scope of any testing required; and

4. categorises buildings, in accordance with this Standard, providing competent persons 
with guidance on the appropriate measures to be taken.

With regard to Recommendation 2, my Department has been in contact with Engineers 
Ireland in relation to the establishment of a register of competent engineers for homeowners/
affected parties’ reference.  Engineers Ireland has provided assurance that they will collaborate 
with the Department, the NSAI and others on measures to establish such a register once the 
standardised protocol is in place.

Last year, I visited Donegal and Mayo and met with key stakeholders, including affected 
homeowners, elected members and officials of the local authorities and other interested parties. 
On 18 December 2017, I again visited Donegal and met with key stakeholders to provide an 
update on the progress to date.  I made a similar visit to Mayo on 26 January 2018 and again to 
Donegal on 13 July 2018. 

I will be in a position to provide a further update following the publication of the stan-
dardised protocol in the coming weeks.

Under Budget 2019, the Government approved in principle the development of a grant 
scheme of financial assistance to support affected homeowners in the two counties to carry out 
the necessary remediation works to dwellings that have been damaged due to defective concrete 
blocks.

The putting in place of such a scheme is now a key priority for my Department and work is 
well underway on the development of such a scheme, with a view to its completion as soon as 
possible, details of which, including funding, will be published once finalised. 

Questions Nos. 1182  and 1183 answered with Question No. 1174.

06/11/2018WRYY04600Departmental Contracts
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06/11/2018WRYY047001184. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within his Department’s remit to 
build or renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year 
in which it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects 
since construction; the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45203/18]

06/11/2018WRYY04800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The data requested is currently being compiled and will be provided to the Deputy in accor-
dance with Standing Orders.

06/11/2018WRYY04900Rental Accommodation Standards

06/11/2018WRYY050001185. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he will consider reviewing legislation (details supplied); if he will direct the RTB in 
relation to enforcement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45238/18]

06/11/2018WRYY05100Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations 2017. They specify requirements in relation to a range of mat-
ters, such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural light, safety of gas, 
oil and electrical supply and fire.  All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented 
properties comply with these Regulations.

Responsibility for enforcement of the Regulations rests with the relevant local authority.

Following enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, local authorities 
have a strengthened legislative framework available to them which provides for the issuing of 
Improvement Notices and Prohibition Notices where landlords are in breach of their obliga-
tions.  Under Section 34 of Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992, any person who 
by act or omission contravenes the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2017, 
fails to comply with an improvement notice, or re-lets a house in breach of a prohibition notice, 
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceed-
ing €5,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both.  If the contravention, 
failure to comply or re-letting is continued after conviction, the person shall be guilty of a fur-
ther offence on every day on which the contravention, failure to comply or re-letting continues 
and for each such offence shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding €400 
per day.  

If an inspection has been found to be non-compliant with the regulations, it is a matter for 
the Local Authority to determine what action is necessary and appropriate, including the issuing 
of an Improvement Letter, Improvement Notice, Prohibition Notice or further legal recourse.

Security of tenure provisions under the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2016 apply 
once a tenant has been in occupation of a dwelling under tenancy for a continuous period of 6 
months, with no valid notice of termination having been served during that time. If a landlord is 
terminating the tenancy on the grounds that he or she intends to substantially refurbish or reno-
vate the dwelling in a way that requires the dwelling to be vacated for that purpose, the notice 
of termination must include a statement:

(a)  specifying the nature of the intended works and providing a copy of any related planning 
permission. Where planning permission is not required, the notice or statement must specify the 
name of the contractor and the proposed dates for the works; and
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(b) that the landlord is required to offer to the tenant a tenancy of the dwelling if it becomes 
available for re-letting within a period of 6 months, subject to certain conditions. 

Notice periods for the termination of a tenancy by a landlord vary, depending on the dura-
tion of the tenancy, up to a maximum of 224 days.  

On 23 November 2017, the RTB published a comprehensive set of guidelines on what 
constitutes substantial refurbishment or renovation for the purposes of a section 34 ground for 
tenancy termination. The guidelines are available on the RTB website at the following link:

https://onestopshop.rtb.ie/images/uploads/Comms%20and%20Research/RTB_Guidelines_
for_good_practice_on_the_substantial_change_exemption_in_Rent_Pressure_Zones.pdf. 

In the event of a tenant not vacating a rental property by the expiration of a valid notice of 
termination, the landlord can avail of the RTB’s Dispute Resolution Process. 

06/11/2018WRYY05200Local Authority Housing Data

06/11/2018WRYY053001186. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the allocation in capital funding for each local authority for the provision of extensions to 
council dwellings for 2017, 2018 and 2019, in tabular form. [45265/18]

06/11/2018WRYY05400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under the Disabled Persons Grants Scheme (DPG’s), my Department provides funding to local 
authorities for adaptations and extensions to the existing social housing stock to meet the needs 
of local authority tenants. The scheme applies to adaptations that are necessary to address the 
needs of older people or people with a disability who may require stair-lifts; grab-rails; show-
ers; wet-rooms and ramps etc. It also provides funding for extensions such as the installation of 
a downstairs bedroom or bathroom or in cases of overcrowding. 

Expenditure on extensions are therefore funded from the overall DPG Scheme allocations, 
which cover the range of supports outlined above. Specific allocations for extensions are not 
provided, as it is a matter for individual local authorities to prioritise the works to be carried out, 
including extensions, according to local need.  

The table below sets out the details in respect of expenditure for extensions in 2017 and to 
date in 2018. 

Local   Authority Expenditure on Extensions 2017   
(€)

Expenditure on Extensions 2018   
(€)

Carlow   County Council 154,998 190,369
Cavan   County Council 43,139 0
Clare   County Council 0 145,660
Cork   City Council 0 0
Cork   County 446,142 0
Donegal   County Council 129,248 0
Dublin   City Council 984,832 150,000
Dun   Laoghaire/Rathdown 
County Council 

49,592 0

Fingal   County Council 0 0
Galway   City 0 0
Galway   County Council 0 0
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Local   Authority Expenditure on Extensions 2017   
(€)

Expenditure on Extensions 2018   
(€)

Kerry   County Council 99,914 0
Kildare   County Council 318,740 205,324
Kilkenny   County Council 90,021 0
Laois   County Council 6,870 1,757
Leitrim   County Council 0 0
Limerick   City and County 
Council 

244,381 19,613

Longford   County Council 0 61,101
Louth   County Council 0 254,918
Mayo   County Council 164,276 0
Meath   County Council 144,032 40,252
Monaghan   County Council 74,351 0
Offaly   County Council 248,730 0
Roscommon   County Council 0 135,025
Sligo   County Council 69,303 0
Sth   Dublin County Council 43,739 0
Tipperary   County Council 0 351,371
Waterford   City and County 
Council 

174,145 23,648

Westmeath   County Council 54,268 0
Wexford   County Council 55,515 1,121
Wicklow   County Council 0 0
Total €3,596,236 €1,580,159

06/11/2018WRYY05500Home Loan Scheme

06/11/2018WRYY056001187. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if a person who is resident here on a stamp 4 visa, is married to an Irish citizen and has 
been resident in the State for three years is eligible to apply with their partner for a Rebuilding 
Ireland home loan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45268/18]

06/11/2018WRYY05700Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL) enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to access 
sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties or self-build in a suit-
able price range. As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the RIHL is available to 
first-time buyers only, to ensure the effective targeting of limited resources.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for each local authority and its Credit Com-
mittee on a case-by-case basis. Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made in 
accordance with the statutory credit policy that underpins the scheme, in order to ensure consis-
tency of treatment for all applicants.  Under that policy, applicants must either be citizens of an 
EU or EEA country, or have a legal right to remain in the State on a long-term basis.

Loan applicants who are dissatisfied with a loan application decision of a local authority 
Credit Committee may appeal that decision to the local authority. Details of the appeals process 
can be obtained from the relevant local authority.

06/11/2018WRYY05800Emergency Accommodation Data
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06/11/2018WRYY059001188. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of families that have been accommodated in family hubs since they 
were established; the number of families that have left hubs in 2018; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45276/18]

06/11/2018WRYY060001189. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of families that have left hub-type emergency accommodation; the 
number of these that have been permanently rehoused; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45277/18]

06/11/2018WRYY061001190. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the average time a family will spend in hub type-emergency accommodation; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45278/18]

06/11/2018WRYY062001191. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of families or single persons that have been living in emergency ac-
commodation for longer than one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45279/18]

06/11/2018WRYY063001192. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the number of families or single persons that have been living in emergency accom-
modation for longer than two years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45280/18]

06/11/2018WRYY06400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 1188 to 1192, inclusive, together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommoda-
tion and associated services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities. 

 My Department does not have the specific data sought in relation to the time spent in emer-
gency accommodation.  The performance reports submitted by the regional lead local authori-
ties provide information on the period spent in emergency accommodation.  The most recent 
reports available are for Quarter 2 2018, which show that at the end of Quarter 2 2018, 48% of 
adults recorded as being in emergency accommodation at that time, were resident in emergency 
accommodation for less than 6 months and 52% were resident for more than 6 months.

In relation to family hubs, there are currently 23 family hubs in operation, 19 of which are 
in Dublin, one in each of Cork, Limerick, Kildare and Louth.  These hubs provide 550 units of 
family accommodation.  The operators of the family hubs work with families to support their 
exit from emergency accommodation into an independent tenancy within a six-month period.  
My Department does not have a breakdown on the numbers of families who have been accom-
modated in family hubs or who have left family hubs.  My Department’s monthly homeless-
ness report includes details of the numbers of individuals and families in emergency accom-
modation each month. My Department also publishes data on the number of adults who exited 
homelessness into an independent tenancy, which is provided by the local authorities in their 
quarterly performance reports. In 2017, 4,729 adults, along with their associated dependents, 
exited homelessness into an independent tenancy. A further 2,332 adults and their associated 
dependents exited homelessness in the first six months of 2018.  My Department is currently 
reviewing the format and content of both the monthly and quarterly homelessness reports.

06/11/2018WRZZ00300Social and Affordable Housing Provision
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06/11/2018WRZZ004001193. Deputy Thomas P. Broughan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the targets for social housing provision by the four Dublin local authorities in 
2018; his Department’s assessment of the delivery of those targets by the local authorities con-
cerned to date in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45281/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ00500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
2018 Social Housing Targets and Delivery Outputs to end Q2 2018, along with numbers of 
projects under construction in each local authority area, including the four Dublin local authori-
ties, are available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/detailed-council-by-council-housing-statistics-published/.

The Q2 2018 Construction Status Report shows a strong build pipeline is in place across 
the Dublin area with 214 projects and 4,804 homes already completed or in the pipeline, with 
more projects coming on-stream during 2018.  This report can be found at the following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-latest-social-housing-con-
struction-report/.

 My Department engages with all local authorities on a regular basis regarding the delivery 
of social housing. This includes structured quarterly meetings to review progress and in the 
case of the four Dublin local authorities, monthly meetings are held. I am confident that the 
actions, targets and resources available to all local authorities, including the four Dublin local 
authorities, under Rebuilding Ireland, provide a strong platform for meeting our challenges in 
the housing sector and I am satisfied that overall delivery of the Plan remains firmly on track.

06/11/2018WRZZ00600Water and Sewerage Schemes

06/11/2018WRZZ007001194. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the way in which a group water scheme with only domestic users on it is to pay for short-
falls in the amount it receives in grants through the local authority for domestic dwellings and 
the actual cost of running the scheme in circumstances in which these costs are higher than the 
grant payable in view of the new rule introduced by his Department in 2018 (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45297/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ00800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): I 
understand that the Deputy is referring in his question to the annual subsidy towards the opera-
tional costs of Group Water Schemes.

In late 2017, my Department conducted a review of Group Water Schemes’ subsidies. The 
review involved discussions with the National Federation of Group Water Schemes, the rep-
resentative body for the Group Water Sector. Discussions concluded in December 2017, when 
I approved increased subsidy levels. The new subsidy arrangements, endorsed by a special 
delegate conference of the Federation on 13 December 2017, came into effect on 1 January 
2018. Local authorities were advised by my Department of the increased subsidy levels on 19 
December 2017 and detailed terms and conditions for the subsidy were subsequently issued by 
my Department to local authorities.

The terms and conditions allow for group water schemes to apply an excessive use charge 
on their domestic members where they are consuming above a household threshold (160 cubic 
meters/day) as well as a formal mechanism for schemes to reduce this household threshold 
amount (provided that it is not reduced to less than 115 cubic meters/day) if they are to avail of 
the subsidy. 
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The terms and conditions allows schemes to recoup some costs at 100% and others at 85%. 
If a scheme can demonstrate a higher domestic membership/usage, it may be entitled to a higher 
rate.   

The changes implement the recommendation contained in the report of the Joint Oireach-
tas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services (JOCFFDWS), endorsed 
by both Houses of the Oireachtas in April 2017, that there should be equity of treatment and 
equivalent financial support between households using public water services and those availing 
of private water services.

Additionally the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme provides capital funding opportuni-
ties for Group Water Schemes to, if suitably located, interconnect to and be taken in charge by 
Irish Water (Measure 4 of the multi-annual programme), or amalgamate with nearby Group 
Water Schemes forming a new larger entity that is more effective, including in their day-to-day 
running costs, through economies of scale (Measure 1 of the multi-annual programme).

Measure 3 of the multi-annual programme provides capital funding for schemes to under-
take water conservation works to reduce their wastage of water, through carrying out, where 
necessary, replacement of defective water mains, thus enabling schemes to reduce their day-to-
day running costs.

Separate to the initial review of Group Water Scheme subsidy levels and also in fulfilment 
of the JOCFFDWS recommendations, in April 2018, I established a Working Group to conduct 
a wider review of investment needs and rural water services. There is a two-strand approach to 
the considerations of the Working Group. Strand 1 is considering the composition and distri-
bution of funding for the Multi-annual Rural Water Programme from 2019 up to 2021, while 
Strand 2 will consider the more complex longer-focus issues surrounding the long-term future 
resourcing of the Rural Water Sector.

06/11/2018WRZZ00900Fire Service

06/11/2018WRZZ010001195. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if his attention has been drawn to a statement (details supplied) made in Seanad Éireann 
on 10 March 2015 by the then Minister for Health; his views on this interpretation of fire ser-
vices legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45398/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ011001196. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if his attention has been drawn to a judgment of the European Court which included 
findings (details supplied); if he accepts the findings of both courts that the EMS operated by 
Dublin Fire Brigade is in accordance with the provisions of fire services legislation and comes 
within his remit at national level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45399/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ01200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1195 and 1196 together.

I note the statements made in the Seanad debate of 10 March 2015 and also the judgment 
made by the European Court (Grand Chamber) in Case C-532/03 Commission of the European 
Communities v Ireland which sought to compel the Health Service Executive (HSE) to put the 
emergency ambulance service for the greater Dublin area service out to tender.  

The Fire Services Act 1981 (the Act) provides for the establishment of fire authorities and 
the organisation of fire services and for fire safety, fire fighting, the protection and rescue of 
persons and related matters. 
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Section 25 of the Act is an enabling clause, which provides that a fire authority may carry 
out or assist in any operations of an emergency nature, whether or not a risk of fire is involved. 
This provision enables local authority fire services to provide a response to a range of emer-
gency situations other than fires. Over the years, fire authorities have expanded the range of 
emergencies to which their fire services respond to include road traffic accidents, hazardous 
material incidents, rescues from confined spaces and heights, water rescue etc. Fire services 
also attend emergency incidents at the request of other emergency services and collaborate with 
them in assisting the public. The provisions of section 25 of the Act enable fire authorities to 
undertake these roles and to assist in any operations of an emergency nature. However, it does 
not impose a statutory responsibility on fire authorities to perform any of these functions, nor 
does it confer a role on me as Minister in relation to these functions. 

As Minister with accountability for fire safety and the provision of fire services by local 
authorities, I am primarily concerned that local authority fire service resources are used to meet 
their statutory obligations in respect of provision of fire services and fire safety responsibili-
ties. My Department supports fire authorities through setting general policy, issuing guidance 
on operational and other related matters, providing a central training programme and provid-
ing a capital funding programme for priority infrastructure projects to support local authority 
expenditure. 

Dublin City Council provides fire and emergency services for the city and county of Dublin 
on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities, which are also fire authorities. The local authority 
fire services in Dublin also provide a valued emergency ambulance service in some parts of the 
greater Dublin area, an arrangement carried over from the time when the local authority was 
also the health authority. The enabling provision contained in section 25 of the Act referred to 
above provides a legislative basis for local authority fire service involvement in this activity. 

Notwithstanding this, the provision of emergency medical services, including pre-hospital 
emergency care, is the responsibility of the HSE which operates the National Ambulance Ser-
vice (NAS) and emergency departments in hospitals in accordance with health sector legislation 
and national health policy. Therefore, while operating under fire services legislation, Dublin 
City Council’s fire services are in effect acting as an agent for the HSE and the costs associated 
with this ambulance service provision are recouped from the HSE. Dublin City Council is not 
providing a substitute or alternative/parallel ambulance service, operating outside of the State’s 
health services provided by the HSE.

Any changes to the existing arrangements are a matter for Dublin City Council and the HSE 
in the first instance. I have no role in relation to legislation, policy, mobilisation arrangements, 
operational practices, medical oversight or funding of ambulance services.

06/11/2018WRZZ01400Ministerial Communications

06/11/2018WRZZ015001197. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in 
his Department has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45461/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ01600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Neither Minister of State in my Department has had any engagements, meetings or correspon-
dence with the person concerned in the past three years.
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06/11/2018WRZZ01700Housing Estates

06/11/2018WRZZ018001198. Deputy Charlie McConalogue asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the progress he has made to date on the taking in charge of developments with 
stand alone treatment plants; the discussions he had with Irish Water on the matter; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45468/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ01900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department launched the National Taking-in-Charge Initiative (NTICI) in April 2016 to trial 
new approaches and working methods in supporting and accelerating overall national and local 
action on the process for taking-in-charge housing estates, including estates with developer-
provided water services infrastructure (DPI).  Under the terms of the NTICI, which was under-
pinned by €10 million in funding, developments subject to valid taking-in-charge applications 
were eligible for inclusion in the associated call for funding proposals. Ultimately, €7.5 million 
of the allocated funding was paid to local authorities in respect of 330 developments, containing 
some 14,930 homes.

Findings and recommendations from the NTICI process will be included in a report on 
the initiative that it is intended to publish shortly. The publication of the NTICI report will be 
of value to local authorities and other stakeholders in applying the lessons from the pilot pro-
gramme in a more general roll-out of a streamlined approach to taking-in-charge, including 
through coordination with capital works by Irish Water. 

In addition, the National Development Plan includes a provision of €31 million for DPI in 
the period 2018-2021, demonstrating the Government’s commitment to transition from the pilot 
phase under NTICI to a programme phase.

My Department intends to write to local authorities to advise them of the future funding ar-
rangements for DPI-type housing estates that are not taken in charge, following the publication, 
shortly, of the review report on the 2016 NTICI.

06/11/2018WRZZ02000Ministerial Responsibilities

06/11/2018WRZZ021001199. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the remit and responsibilities of the Minister of State in his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45474/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ02200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
There are two Ministers of State currently serving in my Department, Damien English, TD and 
John Paul Phelan, TD.

Minister of State English has a range of responsibilities in the area of Planning, including 
implementation of regional planning guidelines and Regional Economic and Spatial Strategies 
as well as Local Authority Development Plans, Local Area Plans and the Department’s input to 
urban, town and village renewal initiatives and policies.  

In the Housing area, Minister of State English has responsibilities in relation to the oversight 
of social housing delivery, coordination of the Government response to unfinished housing de-
velopments as well as policy development in the area of housing for older people and those with 
disabilities.  He also has responsibility in relation to the support and overview of the Housing 
Finance Agency, the legislative support for local authorities in relation to Traveller accommo-
dation and statutory functions in the area of building controls including oversight of the Pyrite 
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Resolution Board and EU Directives and Regulations in the area of building standards.  

Minister of State English also has responsibilities in relation to Marine and Foreshore is-
sues, such as maritime spatial planning, the assessment of foreshore licences and leases, as 
well as certain responsibilities arising from Dumping at Sea legislation and the implementation 
of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive. In addition to these roles, Minister of State 
English has responsibility for the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management. 

Minister of State Phelan has a range of responsibilities in the key areas of Local Govern-
ment and Electoral Reform.  In relation to local government, he is responsible for policy includ-
ing the ongoing process of local government reform, legislation and decisions relating to local 
authority boundaries and metropolitan governance, as well as ensuring an appropriately struc-
tured funding system for the local government sector.  Minister of State Phelan also has overall 
responsibility for the area of commercial rates policy and certain responsibilities in respect of 
the Harbours Act 2015.  

Under the heading of electoral reform, Minister of State Phelan has responsibility for the 
voter registration process; proposals for changes to voting rights including at Presidential elec-
tions; Seanad electoral reform; the development of an Electoral Commission Bill; reform of the 
EU law on European elections; as well as general oversight of other electoral reform matters.

06/11/2018WRZZ02300Local Authority Funding

06/11/2018WRZZ024001200. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when the review of local authority finances will be completed; if the results of this review 
will be reflected in the allocation of funding to Galway County Council in 2019, particularly in 
view of the fact that the council is critically short of the necessary finance to fulfil its role in the 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45518/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I assume the question refers to the Local Government (Funding) 
Baseline review, which has taken place largely in parallel with the review of Local Property 
Tax (LPT), led by the Department of Finance. Since the introduction of local retention of LPT 
in 2015, LPT allocations have replaced General Purpose Grants funding previously received by 
local authorities  from the Local Government Fund. 

The Local Government (Funding) Baseline review group was  established earlier this year 
and comprised representatives from my Department,  the City and County Management Asso-
ciation (CCMA) and the Association of Irish Local Government (AILG).  The terms of refer-
ence of the group were: 

- To consider the broad range of general indicators and data sources, not linked to specific 
programmes, that could be applied across the local government sector to review baselines and 
guide the allocation of non-programme funding;

- To consider the rationale behind these indicators and whether appropriate to the local gov-
ernment sector;

- To recommend a set of indicators and associated data sources to inform the objective set 
out in bullet 1;

- To recommend a weighting that may attach to each indicator;
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- To consider, insofar as possible, the existing sources of, and demands on, local authority 
non-programme income as part of this process;

- To consult widely with relevant stakeholders;

- To conclude this programme of work before end August 2018.

The findings and recommendations of the Review Group are currently under consideration 
in my Department.

As is the case with all other local authorities, Galway County Council were notified in July 
this year of their provisional 2019 LPT allocation amounting to  €14.5m, notwithstanding any 
subsequent local variation decision.  One of the aims of LPT was to enhance the financial au-
tonomy of local authorities so as to bring about a greater connection between local expenditure 
and local revenue raising, thereby reducing reliance on central funding.  In this context, it is 
important to note that local authorities have the power to vary LPT rates locally by up to 15% 
and in such circumstances would retain all of the additional LPT generated from that decision. 
Any such local  LPT variation decisions  are a matter for the elected members of the authority 
to consider  in the context of the revenue raising tools available locally. Galway County Council 
decided not to vary the LPT rate for 2019. Accordingly, the 2019 LPT allocation will remain 
unchanged  at €14.5m. 

Central Government funding of local government is a complex matter, with transfers com-
ing from a wide range of Departments and Offices, not solely from my Department, for a variety 
of purposes. Some streams of funding are delivered directly from funding departments to local 
authorities, while others are routed through departmental agencies. Some elements of funding 
are project-specific, giving rise to changes in funding from one year to another, depending on 
a project’s progression. The Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG) reports on the Central 
Government funding of local authorities as part of his Annual Report, which provides an over-
view of the funds flowing from and through central government sources to local authorities and 
the purposes for which funds have been provided. The most recent report can be viewed at the 
following link:

https://www.audit.gov.ie/en/Find-Report/Publications/2018/2017-Annual-Report-Chapter-
04-Central-government-funding-of-local-authorities1.pdf

In terms of funding for Galway County Council, across all schemes and funding sources, 
my Department has provided €31.6m in 2015, €33.5m in 2016, €33.7m in 2017 and €33.8m up 
to the end of October 2018. Notwithstanding this, I am cognisant of the financial pressures fac-
ing Galway County Council; my Department is currently in discussions with the local authority 
in this regard and I expect that these discussions will conclude shortly.

06/11/2018WRZZ02600Social and Affordable Housing

06/11/2018WRZZ027001201. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the dialogue he has had with Kildare County Council with respect to a housing de-
velopment, either direct build or turnkey, at a location (details supplied); if a decision has been 
made in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45554/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ02800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department has not had dialogue with Kildare County Council regarding a social housing direct 
build or turnkey project at the location in question.  The advancement of new social housing 
proposals at local level are matters for the relevant local authorities and it would therefore be 
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for Kildare County Council to bring forward proposals in this regard.

06/11/2018WRZZ02900Mayoral Election

06/11/2018WRZZ030001202. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment if he has received the report into potential arrangements and powers for directly elected 
mayors in Cork and other cities; and if so, if he will publish same. [45576/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ031001203. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his plans with regard to arrangements and powers for directly elected mayors in Cork and 
other cities on which it has been indicated there will be plebiscites held in June 2019. [45577/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ032001204. Deputy Eamon Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the effort he has made to engage with and consult local citizens and political parties with 
regard to arrangements and powers for directly elected mayors in Cork and other cities on 
which it has been indicated plebiscites will be held in June 2019. [45578/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ03300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy John Paul Phelan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1202 to 1204, inclusive, to-
gether.

At its meeting of 27 September 2018, the Government approved the policy paper “Local 
Authority Leadership, Governance and Administration”, prepared as part of the response to 
the Programme for Partnership Government commitment to report to Government and the 
Oireachtas on potential measures to boost local government leadership and accountability, 
and to consider directly elected mayors for cities. This policy paper has been forwarded to the 
Joint Oireachtas Committee for Housing, Planning and Local Government for its consideration. 

The policy paper was prepared following consultations with a range of stakeholders in the 
context of consideration of the future governance of Ireland’s cities.

The Government also agreed in principle to the holding of plebiscites on directly elected 
mayors with executive functions for Cork City Council, Limerick City and County Council, 
Waterford City and County Council, and Galway City Council and Galway County Council (in 
anticipation of a full merger of those two local authorities in 2021) at the same time as the local 
elections in May 2019. This agreement is subject to the necessary legislative provisions being 
included in the Local Government Bill 2018 and the future submission of more detailed propos-
als on the plebiscites and the questions to be put to the electorate, as well as the specific powers 
to be given to mayors. My Department is prioritising this work, details of which will be pub-
lished in due course.

06/11/2018WRZZ03600Wind Energy Guidelines

06/11/2018WRZZ037001205. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment when he will publish the wind energy planning guidelines; the reason for such a delay; 
his plans to introduce more onshore wind turbines in the absence of such guidelines; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45618/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ03800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): My 
Department is currently undertaking a focused review of the 2006 Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines.  As part of the overall review, a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is be-
ing undertaken on the revised Guidelines before they come into effect, in accordance with the 
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requirements of EU Directive 2001/24/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and 
programmes on the environment, otherwise known as the SEA Directive. 

SEA is a process by which environmental considerations are required to be fully integrated 
into the preparation of plans and programmes which act as frameworks for development con-
sent, prior to their final adoption, with public consultation as part of that process.  Following a 
tendering process, my Department appointed SEA experts in December 2017 to assist in this re-
gard.  It is expected that a public consultation on the revised draft Guidelines, together with the 
comprehensive environmental report under the SEA process, will be commenced in the coming 
weeks, with the aim of issuing the finalised Guidelines, following detailed analysis and con-
sideration of the submissions and views received during the consultation phase, in early 2019.

When finalised, the revised Guidelines will be issued under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  Planning authorities and, where applicable, An Bord 
Pleanála must have regard to guidelines issued under Section 28 in the performance of their 
functions generally under the Planning Acts.  In the meantime, the current 2006 Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines remain in force.

06/11/2018WRZZ03900Proposed Legislation

06/11/2018WRZZ040001206. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government the timeframe for the creation of the register of architectural technologists and the 
inclusion of those on the register within BCAR assigned certifier legislation. [45662/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): Architectural Technologists are not currently classed as a regulated 
profession in Ireland. This means that there is no designated competent authority, which has the 
power to approve or restrict access to the profession in Ireland under national or EU law. 

In early 2016, Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) published Awards Standards for 
Architectural Technology award. The Awards Standards are designed to be used by: 

(i) providers when designing new programmes and establishing minimum intended pro-
gramme learning outcomes; 

(ii) awarding bodies when validating new programmes;  and

(iii) in the accreditation of programmes by the relevant professional bodies. They are also 
used by providers when reviewing their programmes.

In general, the regulation of professions is in the first instance a matter for industry repre-
sentatives working in consultation with relevant industry stakeholders.  My Department has 
been engaging with the Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists (CIAT) in relation 
to the establishment of a statutory register. In this regard, CIAT has identified that its preferred 
route is to set up a stand alone register for Architectural Technologists. As such, it is now a mat-
ter for CIAT to set up a register on an administrative basis in keeping with registers already in 
place for other professional groupings under the Building Control Act 2007 and in consultation 
with the relevant industry stakeholders.  

When this process is complete, my Department will be in a position to review it and poten-
tially bring forward legislative proposals to amend the Building Control Act 2007, to provide 
for a statutory register of Architectural Technologists. 
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It is also worth noting that, depending on their personal background and experience, it may 
be open to persons who are Architectural Technologists, and who possess the requisite experi-
ence and competence in the design of buildings, to seek inclusion on either of the statutory reg-
isters in respect of Architects or Building Surveyors. A number of Architectural Technologists 
have already succeeded in gaining inclusion on the statutory registers to date and are thus in a 
position to act as Design Certifiers and Assigned Certifiers.

06/11/2018WRZZ04200An Bord Pleanála Applications

06/11/2018WRZZ043001207. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the reason there are no time limits for An Board Pleanála to adjudicate on applications; 
and his plans to introduce binding time limits for adjudication of such applications. [45688/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ04400Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under section 126 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, An Bord Pleanála 
has a statutory objective to determine normal planning appeals within 18 weeks of receipt of 
the appeal.  Furthermore, under Section 37J of the Act, the Board has an objective to make 
decisions on applications for strategic infrastructure development within a period of 18 weeks, 
beginning on the last day for making submissions or observations.  

Where the Board does not consider it possible or appropriate to reach a decision within 18 
weeks (e.g. because of the particular complexities of a case or the requirement to hold an oral 
hearing), it will inform the parties of the reasons for this, and will indicate when it intends to 
make its decision. 

The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 provided for 
streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for strategic housing developments, 
of 100 housing units or more or student accommodation developments of 200 bed spaces or 
more, to be made directly to the Board for determination within a period of 16 weeks.  

The comprehensive Report of the Independent Review Group on the operations of An Bord 
Pleanála, published in March 2016, identifies over 100 recommendations, including recom-
mendations to change the statutory objective timeframes for the work of the Board. A high-
level implementation group, with representatives from my Department and the Board, has been 
established to oversee implementation of the Review Group recommendations, some of which 
may require legislative underpinning. The recommendations in relation to the statutory objec-
tive periods within which the Board is expected to make decisions, including decisions on 
projects involving substantial investment in the economy, are being considered in this context.

06/11/2018WRZZ04500National Planning Framework

06/11/2018WRZZ046001208. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment when he will enact the regional planning guidelines. [45689/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ04700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The National Planning Framework (NPF), published together with 
the National Development Plan (NDP) as part of Project Ireland 2040 earlier this year, is in-
tended to provide the strategic context for future planning, development and investment over 
the next two decades. In addition, the NPF represents a long-term strategy for Government 
Departments, State agencies, State-owned enterprises, regional and local authorities and oth-
ers to support communities to achieve their potential for economic, social and infrastructural 
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development through a shared set of strategic objectives and key principles.

As a strategic document, the NPF is currently being given further and more detailed ex-
pression at the regional level through preparation, by the Regional Assemblies, of statutory 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs) for the three Regional Assembly areas. 

The RSES process formally commenced earlier this year and the draft Eastern and Midland 
Regional Assembly RSES is now on public display until Wednesday 23 January 2019. The 
two other draft RSESs (Northern and Western Regional Assembly and Southern Regional As-
sembly), subject to Regional Assembly approval, are expected to be put on public display in the 
coming weeks.

The finalisation of these regional strategies in the first half of 2019 will in turn prompt 
reviews and updates of individual county and city development plans to ensure strategic co-
ordination and consistency between national, regional and local levels.

06/11/2018WRZZ04800Legislative Programme

06/11/2018WRZZ049001209. Deputy Darragh O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the rationale for the detail in drafting the building control (construction industry regis-
ter Ireland) Bill 2017; if he will undertake to expedite the introduction of the Bill as a matter of 
urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45791/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ05000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Damien English): The Government has committed to placing the Construction Indus-
try Register Ireland, or CIRI, on a statutory footing.  CIRI was established on a voluntary basis 
in 2014 and over 800 building and contracting entities are currently included on the register. 

At the end of May 2017, the Government approved the draft heads of a Bill to place the 
CIRI on a statutory footing and the Bill was referred to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Housing, Planning and Local Government for pre-legislative scrutiny.  The Committee’s report 
was received on 14 December 2017 and its recommendations are being considered.  In parallel, 
the drafting of the Bill is being progressed and while I am not in a position at this stage to give 
a precise indication of the timeline for the Bill’s publication, my Department is working with 
the Attorney General’s Office with a view to achieving publication in Q1 2019. 

The main objective of the legislation is to develop and promote a culture of competence, 
good practice and compliance with Building Regulations within the builder community of the 
construction sector. The establishment of a robust, mandatory, statutory register of builders and 
specialist contractors is an essential consumer protection measure giving those who engage a 
registered builder the assurance that they are dealing with a competent and compliant operator.  
In addition, it will complement the reforms, which have been made through the Building Con-
trol (Amendment) Regulations 2014, and contribute to the development of an enhanced culture 
of competence and compliance in the construction sector.

06/11/2018WRZZ05100Social and Affordable Housing Provision

06/11/2018WRZZ052001210. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government further to Parliamentary Question No. 627 of 2 October 2018, if the €1.1 million 
allocated for the project has fully transferred to the local authority; if it will be released on a step 
by step basis as targets in construction phases are reached; if further funding will be released 
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to the local or municipal authority to carry out road repairs, street lighting and pavement works 
leading to the project; if this is a matter for the budgets of the local authorities concerned; if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that to date no traffic management plan or site safety plan 
has been circulated to members of the surrounding community and that work has stalled on the 
site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45808/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ05300Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): As 
stated in my previous reply, €37,661 has been recouped to Wicklow County Council for this 
scheme. Further funding will be released to the Council on receipt of valid claims duly certified 
and vouched within the approved budget amount. According to the Council, this scheme will 
commence construction imminently once the Traffic Management and Health & Safety Plans 
are approved. The Council has advised that the contractor has re-submitted revised plans to the 
Employers Representative following some requested adjustments, for final review. Once the 
plans are approved, they will be brought to the attention of the local community.

Wicklow County Council has also now indicated that ancillary works such as road repairs 
will be carried out as part of the scheme once the housing units are completed.

06/11/2018WRZZ05400Rental Sector

06/11/2018WRZZ055001211. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the implications the proposed new regulations on a company (details supplied) will 
have on persons who let their primary residence for more than 90 days during the summer; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45859/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ05600Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Under Action 18 of the Strategy for the Rental Sector, a Working Group was established, in-
volving representatives of all major public stakeholders with a policy interest in short-term 
lettings, to develop guidance in relation to planning applications, changes of use relating to 
short-term lettings and to examine the need for new regulatory arrangements, including having 
regard to regulations in place in other jurisdictions.

Proposals under consideration by the Working Group have been aimed at facilitating short-
term letting of accommodation within permanent residences, known as homesharing, while 
protecting the existing stock of residential property in areas of high demand.

Having considered the Group’s report as well as the recommendations in the Oireach-
tas Committee’s report on short-term lettings, I recently announced plans to introduce a “one 
host, one home” model in areas where there is high housing demand. 

Homesharing will continue to be permissible for a person’s primary residence, and such 
home-sharers will have to now register with their local authority. An annual cap of 90 days will 
apply for the renting out, on a short-term basis – i.e. for 14 days or less at a time, of a person’s 
entire home where it is their primary residence.

Where a person owns a second property and intends to let it as a Short Term Letting (STL), 
they will require planning permission to do so unless the property is already permitted to be 
used for tourism / short-term letting purposes. Planning permission for a change of use to STL 
can be sought and it will be up to each local Planning Authority to consider applications, based 
on guidance that will issue from my Department, taking account of housing demand pressures 
and other relevant factors such as cumulative impacts.

These proposed changes will not affect the operation of holiday homes as typically under-
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stood, or longer-term flexible lettings which are provided for those coming to Ireland under 
employment contracts. 

It is intended that the new planning changes will come into effect on 1 June 2019, to allow 
property owners to prepare for and adapt to the new laws. In addition to revised draft exempted 
development planning regulations, which have been prepared, amendments to primary legisla-
tion will also be introduced which will underpin and strengthen the new proposals; drafting of 
these amendments is currently underway.

Any unauthorised development, including breaches of the proposed exemptions, may be the 
subject of planning enforcement by the relevant planning authority.

06/11/2018WRZZ05700Housing Issues

06/11/2018WRZZ058001212. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment his views on the need for developers and the State to prioritise housing development; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45870/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ05900Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Irish housing system was very badly affected during the economic downturn, with housing 
output falling by 90%.  Reversing such a significant decline in residential activity to a more 
balanced supply and demand position requires a mix of  targeted actions across the complex and 
inter-related parts of the housing system.

Rebuilding Ireland, the Government’s comprehensive action plan on housing and homeless-
ness, provides a robust framework in this regard, involving a series of significant responses that 
are designed to:

- Address homelessness;

- Develop a major social housing programme; 

- Accelerate and increase housing delivery; 

- Reform and modernise the rental sector; and

- Maximise the potential from vacant homes.

Ongoing support is being provided for our most vulnerable people, while long-term pro-
grammes are being implemented to create a sustainable pathway to a stable and consistent 
housing system. The Government’s commitment in this regard is clear, evidenced by the nearly 
26,000 social housing supports delivered in 2017, the significant increase in funding being 
provided in 2018 and the further substantial increase in funding under Budget 2019 for housing 
next year, when €2.4 billion will be invested, more than in any previous year.

A strong and growing social housing construction pipeline is now in place, as evidenced in 
the Quarter 2 2018 Construction Status Report. Since the end of 2016, the number of schemes 
and homes in the programme has doubled. Activity on-site has also increased significantly, 
with 1,074 homes going on-site in Q2 this year alone. The Q2 2018 Report is available at the 
following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-latest-social-housing-con-
struction-report/.
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Housing Supply more generally is also increasing significantly . The CSO reports that near-
ly 19,700 new homes became available for use in the 12 months to end Q2 2018, an increase 
of 24% year on year. Planning permissions and site commencements are also increasing sig-
nificantly. The latest housing activity data is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the 
following link:

http://rebuildingireland.ie/news/october-house-building-data-shows-strong-growth/  .

In relation to affordable housing, a multi-stranded, targeted approach is being pursued in 
the areas of the country most affected by a lack of affordable housing supply.  The measures 
are targeted at households earning a maximum of €50,000 for a single applicant or €75,000 for 
a couple.  Specifically, under Budget 2019, the Government has trebled, to €310 million, the 
funding available for key facilitating infrastructure on local authority sites, to support the provi-
sion of affordable homes to purchase or rent, under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF).

Land is a critical residential construction input.  A key initiative in this regard is the estab-
lishment of the new Land Development Agency, which will take a more strategic approach to 
the management and development of the publicly owned residential land bank, acting within 
a clear government policy framework, including that all public land disposals must deliver at 
least 40% social (10%) and affordable (30%) housing.   

Increasing housing supply generally, and social and more affordable housing in particular, 
is, and will remain, a top Government priority.

06/11/2018WRZZ06000Land Development Agency

06/11/2018WRZZ061001213. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Govern-
ment the estimated cost of an affordable home under the land development agency; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45871/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ06200Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): On 
13 September 2018, I launched the new Land Development Agency (LDA) which will act as a 
new commercial State body to actively manage the strategic development of public land, with 
a particular focus on unlocking the potential of publicly owned brownfield sites.

The Agency will act as a national centre of expertise, working with and supporting local 
authorities, public bodies and other interests, to harness public lands as catalysts to stimulate re-
generation and wider investment and to achieve compact, sustainable growth, with a particular 
emphasis on complex regeneration projects and the provision of affordable housing.

To enable more delivery of social and affordable homes on public lands, the Government 
has, in parallel with the establishment of the LDA, approved a new public land affordability 
requirement, whereby a minimum of 30% of any housing developed must be reserved for af-
fordable purposes in addition to the 10% statutory social housing requirement under Part V of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000, whether such development is being progressed by the 
LDA or any other market operator. 

Furthermore, public bodies, such as local authorities and the Housing Agency, engaging 
with the LDA in relation to their lands will also be in a position to condition the release of lands 
for development reflecting their own policy requirements.

Therefore, complying with the Government’s new public lands affordability requirement 
above, the LDA will be capable of progressing a significant level of both Affordable Purchase 
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Scheme based and cost rental-based projects on lands forming part of its portfolio of sites, 
working within the broader policy framework for the delivery of affordable housing set by the 
Government.

In line with the general internationally accepted principle that households should not be 
spending more than a third of their income on housing costs (e.g. rent or mortgage), and us-
ing similar maximum gross income thresholds to the new affordable scheme (i.e. €50,000 for 
single-income and €75,000 for two-income households), my Department is working with the 
LDA to ensure that it can deliver housing for both purchase and rental purposes within such 
parameters.  

As it progresses its work, the LDA will have to demonstrate and report on how it is meeting 
the policy requirements under Part V and the new public lands affordability requirement, using 
the range of relevant affordable schemes and mechanisms.

06/11/2018WRZZ06300North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRZZ064001214. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment if he will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in his Department; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45899/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ06500Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
The Estimate for my Department in 2019 includes a provision of €6.5 million in respect of 
the INTERREG Programme, which is managed and overseen by the Special European Union 
Programmes Body.

06/11/2018WRZZ06600Commissions of Investigation Data

06/11/2018WRZZ067001215. Deputy Tony McLoughlin asked the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment the amount his Department has spent in 2018 on carrying out commissions of investi-
gations and State inquiries as recommended by the Independent Review Mechanism and State 
tribunals; the number and name of these investigations; the individual costs in relation to same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45913/18]

06/11/2018WRZZ06800Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government (Deputy Eoghan Murphy): 
Details of the amount spent by my Department in 2018 on relevant activities are provided in 
the following table:

Name of Investigation/State Inquiry Amount Spent in 2018 
Tribunal of Inquiry into Certain Planning 
Matters & Payments

 €3,415,660

06/11/2018WRAAA00200National Raised Bog Management Plan

06/11/2018WRAAA003001216. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she will address a matter regarding a bog (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44633/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA00400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Raised Bog Special Areas of Conservation Management Plan 2017-2022, published in 
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December 2017, sets out how the raised bog special areas of conservation are to be managed, 
conserved and restored and how the needs of turf cutters are to be addressed, including explor-
ing the options in terms of certain provisions of article 6 of the EU Habitats Directive.

In certain areas where there is a difficulty in finding relocation solutions for turf cutters, the 
Department, in consultation with turf cutter interests and within the framework of the National 
Plan, is considering whether the provisions of article 6.3 of the Directive could be utilised 
to provide for domestic turf cutting within areas of a number of special areas of conservation. 
Under article 6.3 of the Directive consent could only be given to cut turf on a raised bog special 
area of conservation where it can be shown by rigorous scientific investigations that such cut-
ting will not have an adverse effect on the (ecological) integrity of the site.

If it can be demonstrated that turf cutting within a proposed location in a special area of con-
servation would not impact on the integrity of a European site, the appropriate consent would 
then be required from the relevant public authority.

As set out in the National Plan, the site referred to in the Deputy’s Question is one of the 
sites being examined as regards the potential for domestic turf cutting on the site in accordance 
with the provisions of the Directive. The initial phase of scientific investigations on the site, 
undertaken by contractors engaged by my Department, was completed in November 2017. 
These investigations illustrated that a further specialised examination of the bog was required 
because of the hydrological and topographic complexities of this particular site. This results of 
this examination, undertaken this year, mean that it has not been possible to rule out, beyond 
reasonable scientific doubt, the threat of peat failure (bog burst) if turf cutting resumes in the 
south of the bog, as required by article 6.3 of the Habitats Directive. 

Consequently, a final phase of concentrated geophysical and hydrological investigations is 
scheduled to be carried out in early 2019 to assess the level of risk of peat failure in the pro-
posed domestic turf cutting area in the south of the site.

06/11/2018WRAAA00500National Monuments

06/11/2018WRAAA006001217. Deputy Thomas Byrne asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the status of the reinstatement of a monument (details supplied). [44766/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA00700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I refer 
the Deputy  to my reply to Questions Nos. 620, and 622 to 624, on 22 May 2018.

In the meantime, my Department’s National Monuments Service, together with the National 
Museum of Ireland and Meath County Council, has been liaising with the landowner with the 
aim of achieving a mutually satisfactory and appropriate outcome. The parties have met on 
site on an number of occasions and I am advised that positive progress has been made towards 
resolving the issues that have arisen.

06/11/2018WRAAA00800Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRAAA009001218. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht if she, her departmental officials and or her ministerial predecessors have met companies 
and an organisation (details supplied) and or representatives of same in the past three years to 
date; if so, if a schedule of those meetings and the associated minutes will be published; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [44772/18]
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06/11/2018WRAAA01000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The po-
sition in relation to this matter is unchanged from that set out in my responses to Parliamentary 
Question Number 347 of 18th October and Parliamentary Question Number 713 of 23rd Octo-
ber.

06/11/2018WRAAA01100Irish Language

06/11/2018WRAAA012001219. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
current and capital funding allocation for each item (details supplied) in each of the years 2016 
to 2018, in tabular form in addition to the funding announcements made in budget 2019 regard-
ing each item. [44837/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Seán Kyne): The information sought by the Deputy is set out in the following table:

 2016 Expen-
diture

2016 Ex-
penditure

2017 Expen-
diture

2017 Ex-
penditure

2018 
Budget

2018 
Budget

2019 
Budget

2019 
Budget

  Current €  Capital €   Current €  Capital €   Current €  Capital €  Current €  Capital €   

 An Foras Teanga 
total 

 13,249,410  -  13,507,471  -  14,028,000  -  13,323,000   - 

Údarás na Gael-
tachta total (1)

11,823,000 9,087,000  12,208,000 8,957,000  12,587,000 7,000,000  13,292,000 
(2) 

8,500,000 
(2) 

Gaeltacht co-
operatives and 
community devel-
opmentorganisa-
tions 

 1,615,000  -  1,904,000  -  1,978,000  -   

Comhar Naíonraí 
na Gaeltachta 

 535,000  -  535,000  -  535,000  -   

Ealaín na Gael-
tachta 

 320,000  -  342,432  -  341,500  -   

Gnóthaí Óige  605,000  -  605,000  -  605,000  -   

Gaeltacht Support 
Schemes 

7,369,622  -  6,565,000  -  6,390,000  -   €6,670,000  - 

Infrastructure for 
the Gaeltacht 

-  €921,895  -  €1,900,000  -  2,322,000   - €2,522,000  

Tuismitheoirí na 
Gaeltachta 

40,000  -  50,000  -  -  -  -   - 

 Islands         

Infrastructure for 
islands  

-  6,643,187  -  1,357,448 -  1,344,000 
(3)  

-  1,644,000  

Current Expendi-
ture for the islands 
includingessential 
transport   services  

6,630,886  -  6,606,602  -  6,631,000  -  7,131,000  -  

 20 year strategy 
for Irish Language 
total (4)

999,277 -  1,250,000   - 2,650,000  -  3,250,000 
(5)  

-  

 Language Plan-
ning Process 

340,125  -  816,553  -   1,669,951  -   

 Programmes and 
other projects 
mainly benefiting 
the 20 Year Strat-
egy 

659,152  -  613,000  -  -  -  -  -  

Comhar Naíonraí 
na Gaeltachta – 
language planning-
support 

-  -  -  -  270,000  -  270,000  -  
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 2016 Expen-
diture

2016 Ex-
penditure

2017 Expen-
diture

2017 Ex-
penditure

2018 
Budget

2018 
Budget

2019 
Budget

2019 
Budget

  Current €  Capital €   Current €  Capital €   Current €  Capital €  Current €  Capital €   

Tuismitheoirí na 
Gaeltachta · lan-
guage planningsup-
port 

-  -  -  -  181,000   420,340     

Ealaín na Gael-
tachta – language 
planning support 

-  -  -  -  325,000 (6) -  (6) -  

 Gnóthaí Óige -  -  -  -  203,879  -  -  -  

 Irish Language 
Commissioner  

638,784 -  730,000  -  738,000  -  763,000  -  

 Irish language 
Support Schemes 
– outside the 
Gaeltacht 

3,499,037  94,551  3,997,000  17,000  4,200,000  382,000  4,450,000  682,000  

[1] The following programmes are funded through Údarás na Gaeltachta’s total allocation.

[2] Breakdown of 2019 budget estimate not yet finalised.

[3] Includes capital carryover of €700k.

[4] The following programmes are funded through the 20 Year Strategy’s total allocation.

[5] Breakdown of 2019 budget estimate not yet finalised.

[6] Funding from 1 September 2018 to 31 August 2019.

06/11/2018WRAAA01400Departmental Consultations

06/11/2018WRAAA015001220. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the location of the submissions made to the consultations undertaken by her Department in each 
of the past ten years in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44855/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA016001221. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the consultations undertaken by her Department in each of the past ten years in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44873/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA01700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1220 and 1221 together.

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to consultations undertaken by my 
Department since its establishment in 2011 to date in 2018 is set out in the following table.  If 
the Deputy has further specific queries relating to a particular consultation process, I will en-
deavour to provide her with relevant information in that regard. 

Year Details of Public Consultation Submissions Published
2011 National Peatlands Strategy Formulation No(Report available at: https://www.npws.ie/

peatlands-and-turf-cutting/peatlands-council/
national-peatlands-strategy)

2011 National Landscape Strategy / Strategy Issues 
Paper

No(Report available at: https://www.chg.gov.
ie/app/uploads/2015/07/N-Landscape-Strategy-
english-Web.pdf)

2011 Ending the use of lead shot for hunting over 
wetlands

No
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Year Details of Public Consultation Submissions Published
2011 Public Consultation for the Brú na Bóinne 

Management Plan
Summary of submissions published in Plan 
(Report available at: https://www.chg.gov.ie/
app/uploads/2015/08/Bru-na-Boinne-World-
Heritage-Site-Research-Framework.pdf) 

2012 Review of the Open Seasons Order for deer 
species

No

2012 Public Consultation on review of the Official 
Languages Acts

Yes. Available at: https://www.chg.gov.ie/
gaeltacht/the-irish-language/review-of-official-
language-act-2003/submissions/ 

2013 Review of taking young raptors from the wild No (Report available at: https://www.
npws.ie/news/raptor-reports-pub-
lished-2012-2013-2014)

2013 Consultation on Article 17 of the Habitats 
Directive

No (Report available at: https://www.npws.ie/
article-17-reports-0/article-17-reports-2013)

2013 Consultation on Ireland’s Prioritised Action 
Framework for Natura 2000

No (Report available at: https://www.npws.ie/
sites/default/files/general/PAF-IE-2014.pdf)  

2013 Consultation on the report on the status of Irish 
Birds under Article 12 of the Birds Directive

No (Report available at: https://www.npws.ie/
news/birds-directive-article-12-reporting) 

2013 Review of boating activity on the Lakes of 
Killarney in order to modernise arrangements 
and bring them to a more open transparent and 
fair system.

No

2014 Public Consultation on the Draft National Peat-
lands Strategy, Draft National Raised Bog SAC 
Management Plan and NHA Review

No(Report available at: https://www.npws.ie/
peatlands-and-turf-cutting/management-plans)

2014 Screening of National Landscape Strategy for 
SEA and Appropriate Assessment/Screening

Yes.Available at: https://www.chg.gov.ie/heri-
tage/built-heritage/national-landscape-strategy/
national-landscape-submissions/ 

2014 Second phase of public consultation for the Brú 
na Boinne Management Plan

Summary of submissions published in Plan 
(Report available at: https://www.chg.gov.ie/
app/uploads/2015/08/Bru-na-Boinne-World-
Heritage-Site-Research-Framework.pdf)

2015 Review of Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts Yes, submissions available at: https://www.
npws.ie/legislation/review-section-40-wildlife-
act 

2015 Public Consultation related to the Review of 
Archaeological Survey and Mitigation Policy 
relating to Bord Na Móna Peatlands since 1990

No (Report available at: https://www.archaeol-
ogy.ie/news/review-archaeological-survey-mit-
igation-policy-relating-bord-na-m%C3%B3na-
peatlands)

2015 Open policy debate regarding the implementa-
tion of the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Lan-
guage 2010-2030. A series of public meetings 
were convened, in addition to written submis-
sions being sought both from the public and 
key stakeholders. Acadamh na hOllscolaíochta 
Gaeilge NUIG, were engaged by the Depart-
ment to prepare a report summarising the key 
conclusions of the consultation process and 
identifying key strategic priorities.

No (Report available at; https://www.chg.
gov.ie/app/uploads/2017/03/an-diospoireacht-
oscailte-ar-pholasai-faoin-straiteis-fiche-bliain-
don-ghaeilge-2010-2030-priomhthosaiochtai-
straiteiseacha.pdf)

2016 Draft Irish Standards of Modern Zoo Practice No (Report available at: https://www.npws.ie/
sites/default/files/publications/pdf/ISMZP%20
2016.pdf) 

2016 Burren National Park Initial Public Consulta-
tion made in the context of a proposed Visitor 
and Traffic management Plan for the Burren 
National Park.

No
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Year Details of Public Consultation Submissions Published
2017 Legal Deposit of published digital material in 

the 21st century in the context of Copyright 
Legislation

Yes.Available at: https://www.chg.gov.ie/
arts/culture/projects-and-programmes/public-
consultation-legal-deposit-of-published-digital-
material/ 

2017 Review of Section 482 Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997 / Review of tax relief scheme

Yes. Available at: https://www.chg.gov.ie/
heritage/built-heritage/section-482-review-
submissions/ 

2017 / 
2018

Decade of Centenaries – Public call for submis-
sions to assist the Expert Advisory Group on 
Commemorations in advising Government on 
the State’s approach to the commemoration 
of significant historical events that took place 
between 1918 and 1923

Consideration will be given up publication of 
submissions when the programme for the next 
phase of the Decade of Centenaries is finalised.

2017 Submissions from interested parties were 
sought regarding the future use of airstrips and 
surrounding sites at Cloon & Laghtanabba near 
Cleggan and on Inishbofin, Co Galway

Yes.Available at: https://www.chg.gov.ie/gael-
tacht/islands/public-consultation-airstrips/ 

2017 National Biodiversity Action Plan Yes.Available at: https://www.npws.ie/news/
draft-national-biodiversity-action-plan-2017-
2021-public-consultation-summary 

2017 Public Consultation on 1st draft of Visitor 
and Traffic Management Plan for the Burren 
National Park.  Public meeting and workshops 
held and comments recorded

No (Report available at: http://www.burren-
geopark.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/
GeoparkLIFE-Burren-National-Park-Visitor-
Managment-Proposal.pdf)

2018 Review of the Derogation Process under Article 
9(a) of the EU Birds Directive

Yes. Available at: https://www.npws.ie/news/
eu-birds-directive-derogation-report  

2018 Public Consultation associated with preparation 
of a Hill of Tara Conservation Management 
Plan

No

06/11/2018WRAAA01900Census of Population

06/11/2018WRAAA020001222. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
her attention has been drawn to a campaign to have the 1926 census records released earlier 
than planned to facilitate ancestry researchers; if this has been considered; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [44930/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA02100Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
aware that the 1926 Census is the next full set of Census records available to the State following 
the 1911 returns.  The 1926 Census was the first undertaken by the independent State, just four 
years after the Treaty was signed and three years after the Civil War.  I understand that this is 
a historic collection of great value and interest for historians, researchers, the general public 
and Diaspora. 

Census collection and census records are provided for in the Statistics Act 1993.  Respon-
sibility for this legislation falls under the aegis of the Office of the Taoiseach. http://www.irish-
statutebook.ie/eli/1993/act/21/enacted/en/html  

Under sections 33 and 35 of that Act, information gathered by the Census which relates 
either directly or indirectly to an identifiable person cannot be released until 100 years after the 
date of the relevant census.

I have been informed that making the 1926 Census available to the public will require a 
significant volume of work which will involve both the conservation and the digitisation of 
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the data in the individual 1926 Census forms.  This will take several years and my Department 
will provide assistance in this regard. I would hope, therefore that the Census will be ready for 
public release at the end of the statute period in 2026 while some additional statistical material 
may become available in advance of that date.

06/11/2018WRAAA02200Arts Council Funding

06/11/2018WRAAA023001223. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht the 
cultural institutions in receipt of State funding which is located in an area (details supplied); and 
the organisations that are trying to locate or establish themselves in this vicinity in the future. 
[44987/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA02400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Within 
the area referred to there are three cultural bodies for which funding is provided through the 
Arts Council, namely the Gate Theatre (€860,000 in 2018), Poetry Ireland (€333,000 in 2018) 
and the Irish Writers’ Centre (€100,000 in 2018).  The Gate Theatre has also been allocated cap-
ital funding for works to the theatre under my Department’s  Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 
2016-2018 in the amount of €24,680.

My Department also provides direct current operational funding for the Irish Museums 
Association (€40,000 in 2018), which is also located on Parnell Square, and the James Joyce 
Centre (€162,000 in 2018) located on North Great George’s Street.

In respect of National Cultural Institutions near the geographical area cited, one of the Na-
tional Museum of Ireland four sites is located at Collins Barracks (which focuses on Decorative 
Arts and History).  The allocation for the National Museum in 2018 is €13,546,000 .

Further, The Abbey Theatre receives its current State funding (€7 million: 2018) from the 
Arts Council and its capital funding (€400k in 2018) from my Department. An indicative fund-
ing level of €80m has been included in Project Ireland 2040 for the redevelopment of the Abbey 
Theatre.

06/11/2018WRAAA02500National Orchestras

06/11/2018WRAAA026001224. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the status of plans to move the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra from RTÉ to within the remit 
of the National Concert Hall; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45060/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA027001225. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the steps taken to move the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra from RTÉ to within the remit of 
the National Concert Hall; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45061/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA028001226. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the costs associated with moving the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra from RTÉ to within the 
remit of the National Concert Hall; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45062/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA029001227. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht the costs incurred to date in moving the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra from RTÉ to 
within the remit of the National Concert Hall; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45063/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA030001228. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if 
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the moving of the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra from RTÉ to within the remit of the Na-
tional Concert Hall has been costed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45064/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA031001229. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the structures put in place to enable the transfer of the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra from 
RTÉ to within the remit of the National Concert Hall; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45065/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA032001230. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the issues identified with the transfer of the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra from RTÉ to 
within the remit of the National Concert Hall; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45066/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA033001231. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
when it is expected the transfer of the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra from RTÉ to within 
the remit of the National Concert Hall will be completed; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45067/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA03400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1224 to 1231, inclusive, together.

Following the publication of the report by RTÉ that it commissioned from independent con-
sultants Helen Boaden and Mediatique on the RTÉ Orchestras entitled RTÉ Orchestras Ensur-
ing a Sustainable Future, the Government  agreed in principle that the RTÉ National Symphony 
Orchestra (RTÉ NSO) should come within the remit of the National Concert Hall (NCH). The 
Government  also authorised the initiation of discussions on the implementation of the rec-
ommendations of the report.  The overall aim  of the Government decision in relation to the 
proposed transfer of the RTÉ NSO is to enable the orchestra to be established as a world class 
orchestra which would, with the NCH, provide a creative and imaginative programme strategy 
that would greatly enhance the offering of the combined organisation to the public. 

An Oversight Group has been established with formal terms of reference, with a view 
to identifying and addressing the relevant issues to enable the successful transfer of the NSO 
from the remit of RTÉ to the remit of the NCH. The group has already met on two occasions.  
In addition, a Working Group, as a subset of the oversight group, has been tasked at examining 
the detailed issues involved in the proposed transfer of the orchestra.

No costs have been incurred by my Department to date in relation to this decision.  Both the 
Oversight and Working Groups will, inter alia, examine the costs involved in moving the RTÉ 
NSO to the National Concert Hall.  

At this point, it is considered that 2020 would be the earliest date for the completion of the 
proposed transfer.

My Department welcomes the opportunity to work with all stakeholders including the mem-
bers of the  RTÉ NSO to ensure that it can contribute fully to Ireland’s rich cultural heritage.

06/11/2018WRAAA04200Departmental Contracts

06/11/2018WRAAA043001232. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if a company (details supplied) has undertaken work within her Department’s remit to build or 
renovate projects over the past ten years; if so, the project name and location; the year in which 
it was built; if building fire safety inspections have been carried out on the projects since con-
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struction; the details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45196/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA04400Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
advised that the company referred to by the Deputy has not carried  out any work on behalf of 
my Department during this period.  

06/11/2018WRAAA04500Departmental Meetings

06/11/2018WRAAA046001233. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the details of engagements, meetings or correspondence that each Minister of State in her De-
partment has had with a person (details supplied) in the past three years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45454/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA04700Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Further 
to my responses to Parliamentary Question Number 347 of 18th October and Parliamentary 
Question Number 713 of 23rd October, I am advised that there were no engagements, meetings 
or correspondence involving any Minister of State in my Department and the person identified 
by the Deputy during the period specified by the Deputy.

06/11/2018WRAAA04800Wildlife Regulations

06/11/2018WRAAA049001234. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will provide a copy of each declaration made since 1986 under Regulation 3(1)(a) of the Euro-
pean Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amendment) Regulations 1986, SI No. 254 of 1986, 
or its equivalent. [45675/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA05000Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am ar-
ranging for my Department to provide the Deputy with the Wild Bird Declarations made under 
the European Communities (Wildlife Act 1976) (Amendment) Regulations 1986 since 1986.   
The Declarations for 2018/2019 are available on my Department’s website. 

06/11/2018WRAAA05100Animal Culls

06/11/2018WRAAA052001235. Deputy Clare Daly asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if she 
will withdraw the licence issued to Dublin Airport Authority which allows for hares to be shot 
dead on airport property and instead insist on a capture and relocate approach in view of grow-
ing concerns regarding the future of the Irish hare. [45713/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA05300Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department has issued a number of permits in recent 
years under the Wildlife Acts to the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) to remove hares from 
the Dublin Airport airfield due to potential damage to aircraft and the threat to passenger safe-
ty.   My Department has also issued permits to the DAA to cull hares at the airport due to the 
increase in number of hares in the airfield.  Permits are required from the Department as hares 
are protected species under the Wildlife Acts. It is the case that the majority of hares are cap-
tured and relocated to a number of locations.

06/11/2018WRAAA05400Film Industry
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06/11/2018WRAAA055001236. Deputy Bobby Aylward asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
her plans to meet the CEO of the Irish Film Board; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [45836/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA05600Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I met 
with the CEO and Chair of Fís Éireann/Screen Ireland (the new name for the Irish Film Board) 
on  Wednesday 17th October, 2018.  It should be noted that my Department maintains  contact 
with Fís Éireann on an ongoing basis. The Deputy may also wish to know that as part of  Budget 
2019, I announced an increase of 14% in the 2019 Fís Éireann allocation bringing it to €20.04m.

06/11/2018WRAAA05700Heritage Schemes

06/11/2018WRAAA058001237. Deputy Eamon Scanlon asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
the financial support available to Sligo County Council for the conservation and protection of 
Court Abbey, Mullinabreena, County Sligo; the estimated cost of assessing such a structure; if 
funds will be released to Sligo County Council for same; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45856/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA05900Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My role, 
as Minister, with regard to the protection and management of our built heritage is set out in the 
provisions of relevant legislation, including the Planning Acts and the National Monuments 
Acts, as are the role of local authorities and the responsibilities of owners. 

I understand Court Abbey is in the ownership of the local authority, which is, therefore, 
responsible for its upkeep and maintenance. They would be in the best position to advise on the 
estimated cost of any assessment. 

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through the Structures at Risk Fund (SRF) and the Built Heritage Investment 
Scheme (BHIS), which are administered by local authorities. This year I have allocated €1.3m 
and €2m respectively to these schemes. The SRF will be revamped for 2019 and I will be 
launching the 2019 schemes shortly. It will be a matter for Sligo County Council to determine 
whether they wish to apply for funding under these schemes.  

In the context of a particular building or historic structure, the best advice is generally to 
contact the Heritage Officer or Architectural Conservation Officer in the local authority who is 
well placed to advise on the various types of funding available to assist with its renovation or 
conservation.  Court Abbey is also recorded on the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for 
County Sligo and my Department’s National Monuments Service would be happy to provide 
any archaeological advice or guidance that might be of assistance.

06/11/2018WRAAA06000North-South Implementation Bodies

06/11/2018WRAAA061001238. Deputy Micheál Martin asked the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
if she will report on the allocation in 2019 to North-South bodies in her Department; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [45893/18]

06/11/2018WRAAA06200Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
North/South Implementation Bodies and Tourism Ireland operate on an all-island basis and are 
funded jointly by the administrations, north and south, on the basis of an agreed contribution 
ratio, which varies from body to body.  Decisions concerning the bodies are taken jointly by the 



6 November 2018

575

relevant Ministers in the North/South Ministerial Council (NSMC). 

At present, in the absence of a Northern Ireland Executive, it is not possible for the NSMC 
to meet and to bring the Government and Executive together to oversee ongoing North/South 
work and further develop cooperation, as provided for under the Good Friday Agreement.  Not-
withstanding the current political situation, the North/South Implementation Bodies continue to 
carry out their important public functions in line with their mandates and to deliver economic 
and social benefits for people across the island. 

Two North/South Implementation Bodies come under my responsibility, Waterways Ireland 
and An Foras Teanga. The Budget 2019 allocations for these bodies is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at

https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2018/10/budget-2019-allocations.pdf.


